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FIELD-CLUBS AND LOCAL SOCIETIES . 

WmiiK the last twenty years there have 
been a good many experiments made in this 
country towards the development of science in 
districts whore access to public instruction, in 
the way of lectures and large museums, was 
not to bo had. Some of these efforts have 
been successful, but many of them have failed, 
principally from a want of understanding of 
the conditions that make success possible. 
Ijliere are few country towns, In this or an}* 
other land, where it is possible to maintain an 
academy patterned on the great societies. 
Such institutions can only do good when they 
are sure of the support of many earnest work¬ 
ers,-*-of men to whom science is a matter of 
all-absorbing interest. Very few societies can 
be maintained without a system of publication 
which is very costly, and often of no measure 
of utility compared with their expense. 

To make a society successful there must be 
a distinct object for it to attain, — one which 
is'well within the reach of, such efforts as its 
members can bestow upon it. The success 
must be of a tangible sort, — one that is con¬ 
stantly and readily attainable, and in which 
many can take an active part. In the great 
Sodoties of the world, this end is honor, or at 
least notoriety, that may simulate the nobler 
motive. In a village, a town, or even a 
provincial capital, neither of these ends can be 
Itad with sufficient certainty to secure the 
that is open to temptation. So the 
'■&mk society languishes, or, doing better by 
o^t altogether. 

it, another form of associated action 
the foyers of science that escapes the 

0 $:&*~** • ' ■; 


dangers of the more pretentious associations 
which take the name of society or academy. 
This is found in the field-club or purely local 
society, which proposes for itself the study* of 
the problems that lie at the very thresholds of 
its people. Such associations have already* 
proved wonderfully successful in the old world. 
They abound in England, and are numerous on 
the continent. They have found a place in the 
affections of the people, and a certainty of 
continued life, where academies have dwindled 
away. 

We do not have to lock far into human 
nature to see why this success has been gained. 
It is happily natural for men to take more inter¬ 
est in near than in remote things. The prim¬ 
rose by the 4 rivulet's brim/ provided it is 
one’s own rivulet, is more interesting than the 
Victoria regia of far-off wildernesses. The 
geology of the township where a man lives is 
more interesting than that of the Colorado 
canon, which has never concerned him. So 
it is that any association for the study of 
near things has a certainty of support that 
cannot be secured for any general work in 
science; and field-clubs which try to promote 
the study of a township, or at most of a county, 
are likely to find a support that surprises their 
founders. 

Then, if the proper method be followed by 
these clubs, there outers into their life an 
element of the holiday which is very far from 
the senatorial mothods of the more dignified 
society. Their meetings should be principally' 
in the outer air; for they thus secure the best 
that the study of nature can give, something 
of the freshness of woods and field, aud 
the cheerful contact with other fellow-mortals 
beneath the open sky, — a relation that has a 
charm that is denied within four wails, 

Wherever ihere is a single zealous student 
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of nature, there is the germ of such an asso¬ 
ciation. He or she can easily gather together 
a dozen of boys and girls* mm and women, 
who will find in open-air inquiry a rich reward 
tor all the time and force that such activity 
demands: There should be as little of the 
machinery of a society as the circumstances 
will admit: a council of three to five persons 
to direct the scheme of studies, and a secre¬ 
tary, will serve all the first needs of the asso¬ 
ciation. A ffew winter-time meetings will find 
an interest in the discussion of the problems 
that the neighborhood affords, in the review of 
work that has been done, and of work there is 
to do; but the most of the work should be 
done in the field-meetings. 

When there are enough engaged in the work 
to warrant it, it will perhaj>s be well to have 
particular inquiries placed in special hands. 
Each field-meeting should be for some partic¬ 
ular end or ends; and, after the field-work is 
done* the members should be gathered to¬ 
gether* still by preference in the open air, for 
a discussion of the results obtained. 

In those cases where the circumstances 
admit, ft is well for such a society to begin 
the making of a little museum devoted to the 
illustration of the field with which they have 
to deal. The cost of such a collection need 
not be great; and the utility of the work is 
very great, provided it be not too much of a 
burthen to the association. It would best not 
be undertaken unless the club can see its way 
to a well-assured income of at least five hun¬ 
dred dollars per annum, beyond the rent of a 
room where it is deposited. Generally it will 
be possible in towns of any size, and where 
public spirit reigns, permanently to secure a 
room in some schoolhouee or library build¬ 
ing, large enough for the needs of the lit¬ 
tle museum. The walls of a room twenty 
by thirty will serve for the storage of speci¬ 
mens for many years* and its door-space will 
be great enough for meetings in the winter 
rbonthe. 

The first thing to be secured is as good a 
map as can be obtained, on a tolerably large 
scale* of the region to be steed; for the 


awakening of the .geographical sense of the 
members is one of the best results that can be 
obtained by a field-club. In proper time this 
map can become the place of record of a 
great deal of fact which cannot be represented 
by the specimens that may Iks gathered from 
the field that it represents. 

The five hundred dollars’ revenue upou which 
such a collection should always rest will serve, 
with due economy, to provide shelves for the 
collections, to meet the cost of alcohol, bottles, 
etc., and pay the trifling other changes of the 
society. 

While it is best that the work of such a 
society should be thoroughly autonomous,— 
that the motive for its prosecution should come 
from the people themselves, — it will at times 
be well to secure the aid of some one specially 
trained in such problems as its field affords, 
in the way of suggestions concerning work t6 
be done. Many naturalists will be glad to 
give aid in this way, cither by a lecture, or by 
..written advice. Every field affords problems 
in geology, botany, entomology, etc,, the solu¬ 
tion of which is within the limits of the 
simplest research if it only be patient ami 
truth-seeking in spirit. More of the future of 
natural history lies in the x>rosecution of Such 
inquiries than in all the work that cun be done 
in the closet. 

Such collections, as soon as they aro begun* 
will at once command the attention of work¬ 
ing naturalists. They are sure to be visited , 
and studied; and this interest they arouse 
will, in itself, pave the way to a quickened* 
life, and bettor inquiry on the part of the-* 
members of the club. * yf 

When these societies become numerous ! 
enough, — when there are a dozen working ter 
New England, tor instance, — it will be well tp 
have a little joint action among them, 
could be obtained by an annual meeting of 
reseutatives from them, for the discussion 
methods and of problems to be jointly 
gated. The interesting experiment of a 
meteorological system in Missouri has shq»wa^ 
how useful local' observers can toe 
science,' It. might be wellfqr the 
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arrange for some common system of observa¬ 
tion in this branch. So with each of the 
sciences: conjoint action would solve many 
problems that are of the highest interest. 

Then, again, there would be a great influ¬ 
ence on the extension of science-teaching in the 
public schools, that would certainly come from 
the existence of such local societies. The 
greatest danger that now menaces natural 
science is, that the parrot system of teaching, 
so long applied to other branches of learning, 
will be taken in science-teaching. The pres¬ 
ence of a little band of actual inquirers in 
an} r town will be the best possible assurance 
against this. Let the children have some share 
in the open-air actual study, and the evil of 
the book-system . will surely be mended in 
part; for its imperfections will be seen. 

It will often be* possible to organize such a 
club in immediate connection with the schools 
of 'the town where it started. Experience in 
Europe allows that children readily and zeal¬ 
ously eugage in such inquiries, and need only 
a little direction in their work. 

However we look at it, we see much to hope 
from the extension of the field-club system of 
science study. 


THE NATIONAL RAILWAY EXPOSI¬ 
TION, 

I. 

Thk exhibition of railway appliances now 
being held at Chicago is probably the most 
complete collection of all the varied apparatus 
used in every department of railroad working 
and construction that the world has ever seen ; 
and the management are to be congratulated, 
that, while little has been omitted to make the 
, ahOw complete, still less has been included 
foreign to the'subject of railroads. 
v The exhibits range over a wide field, from 
uniform-coats to steel rails, railroad officers’ 
to revolving snow-ploughs, and from 
an electric railroad in full working, and earn- 
quite handsome traffic receipts, to George 
i first locomotive, which is shown 

'(^'.k»;,SEtigUsh' railway company. 

questions which are now awaiting 
't^!-'t™ railway world are well.repre- 
exposition. ThO cheap 
fl^g^traths oyer steep grades, 


the conveyance of perishable articles, such as 
meat and fruit, and the control of the vis viva 
or momentum of trains, are all questions which 
have to a certain extent been solved; and 
farther developments of these solutions ate 
shotfn. A locomotive of unprecedented size 
mid power, fitted with a valve-gear of novel 
construction, which yields excellent results, is 
shown by the Southern Pacific railroad, and a 
lar&e number of fine engines are shown by the 
Brooks and other locomotive worksi. The ex¬ 
hibition of refrigerator cars is very complete, 
and most of them appear to be of simple and 
efficient design. Continuous brakes, applicable 
to freight-trains, are exhibited; and as some 
of them appear worthy of careful examination, 
we shall refer to them later on. 

While there can be no doubt, that as regards 
cheapness ami rapidity of construction, general 
excellence of bridges, locomotives, and cars, 
the railways of this country are ahead of the 
rest of the world, the signalling arrangements 
here, with few exceptions, are rudimentary and 
inefficient, and render fast travelling a matter 
of considerable difficulty, if not danger. It is 
impossible to run a really fast express-train 
if the signals are ambiguous, and if every level 
crossing is made a compulsory stopping-place. 
The saving in time by fast trains can only be 
fully felt in a great country, where very long 
journeys are not only possible, but are fre¬ 
quently undertaken ; but hitherto this fact has 
been little appreciated, and people have been 
content to travel at a slow speed, and put dp 
with frequent stoppages, because the railways 
were new, the rails roughly laid, and many 
bridges unsafe at a high speed. But of late 
years these conditions have been materially 
changed. The wide-spread use of steel rails, 
the greater care bestowed on the road-bed, 
and the introduction of iron bridges of first- 
class workmanship, have rendered high speed 
]>erfectly safe and easy on most parts of good 
roads in the eastern and middle states; but 
it is rendered unsafe where switches are so * 
arranged that they may be left open to an 
approaching trrfin without any signal warning 
the engineer, or the signals are so formed that 
the difference to the eye between a clear or all- 
right signal and a danger or stop signal is 
slight, in snowy weather or under certain at¬ 
mospheric conditions which render the differ¬ 
ence between colors imperceptible, though a 
difference in form may be perceived. 

The exposition is, however, especially strong 
in signal apparatus; and there can be little 
doubt that the most important result of the 
exhibition wlti be the wide-spread adoption 
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of some of these safety appliances, rendered 
necessary by the increased number of trains, 
and the fact that the thicker and more numer¬ 
ous population now demands both safer and 
faster travelling. The rpai gain of time to a 
business-man, obtained by a difference of a few 
miles an hour in the speed of a long-journey 
train, is best illustrated by an actual case, — 
a man in New York who wishes to do a day's 
work in Chicago. He takes one of the fastest 
and best appointed trains he can find, — the 
Chicago limited. It leaves New York at 
nine A.m., and lands him at Chicago at eleven 
the next morning, having accomplished nine 
hundred and eleven miles in twenty-six hours 
fifty-five minutes, allowing for the difference in 
time between the two cities. This makes an 
average speed of 33.8 miles per hour, includ¬ 
ing all stoppages. But assume, what is surely 
not extravagant, that as high a speed can be 
attained on the Pennsylvania or any other 
first-class American road as on an English 
main line, and what shape does the problem 
assume? On one English road, the Great 
northern, the distance between Leeds and 
London (a hundred and eighty-six miles and 
three-quarters) is done in three hours forty- 
five, minutes, including five stoppages; on 
another, the Great western, the hundred and 
twenty-nine miles and three-quarters between 
Birmingham ami London is run in tw o hours 
forty-five minutes, including two stoppages; 
and as neither of these routes is particu¬ 
larly level qr straight, and both pass through 
numerous junctions with a perfect maze of 
switches and frogs, they give a fair idea of 
what is possible in speed on the railroads 
of this country. These figures give, respec¬ 
tively, speeds of 4and 47,2 miles per 
hour. Taking as a fair average forty-eight 
miles an hour, including stoppages, the journey 
from New York to Chicago should be done 
in eighteen hours fifty-nine minutes, or, say, 
nineteen hours, — a saving of seven hours 
fifty-five minutes on the present time; so 
that, if the train were arranged to leave- nt 
fifty-five minutes past four in the afternoon 
instead of nine o'clock in the forenoon, the 
whole of this time would be saved in the busy 
part of the day, effectually adding a day to 
our imaginary traveller's business and dollar- 
rnakiug life. 

It may be thought that such a deduction is 
unfair, as the English style of car Is so much 
lighter than the American ; but, as a matter of 
fact, the average English express-train is con¬ 
siderably heavier than the Chicagolimited, and 
conveys about three times the number of pas* 


sengers; and, as trucks and oil-lubricated axle- 
boxes are not yet universal there, the tractive 
resistance per ton is probably higher. It cer¬ 
tainly, therefore, seems not only possible, but 
feasible, to attain these high speeds in this 
country, where, owing to the long distances to 
be travelled, they are more valuable than in 
England ; and the great stop towards attaining 
that end is the adoption of proper and efficient 
signalling arrangements. All the other steps 
* are achieved : the American passenger locomo¬ 
tive of the present day is perfectly competent 
to drag a heavy train at n speed of over sixty 
miles an hour; the cars, as now constructed, 
can travel safety and smoothly at that speed; 
and the steel rail, the well-ballasted tie and per¬ 
fect workmanship of the modern iron bridge, 
can well support the thundering concussion of 
an express-train at full speed. But this speed 
can only be maintained for a few miles at a 
time if the engineer who guides this train be 
doubtful whether that dimly-seen signal imply 
safety or danger, or if the laws of the state 
bring him to a full stand where his road is 
crossed by a small corporation with a high- 
sounding title, which owns one locomotive 
with a split tube sheet and two cars down a 
ditch. 

To run a fast train, a clear, uninterrupted 
road is absolutely necessary ; and the reason if 
not far to seek. To move a body from a state 
of rest to a velocity of sixty miles per hour 
or eighty-eight feet per second, an amount of 
work must be performed equivalent to lifting 
that body a hundred and twenty-one feet. 
Now, it is apparent to the simplest capacity 
that it requires a pretty powerful engine to 
overcome the resistance of a train running at 
sixty miles per hour without every fbw miles 
putting on brakes to destro}* this velocity, and 
then to lift it a hundred and twenty-one feet 
again to attain speed; the resistance of the stir, 
and the friction of bearings on journals and of 
flanges against rails, going on all the time. As 
a matter of fact, showing what severe work this 
is on an engine, the Zulu express on the Great 
western railway of England, which is the fast: 
est train in the world, has been repeatedly 
carefully timed; and it is found, that, though 
running over an almost absolutely level At#;"',, 
straight road, it takes a distance of twenty- 
six to twenty-eight miles to attain its foil 
speed, about fifty-eight miles and a half am | 
hour. .'US 

The .adoption of a safe and thorough tyfftqtn , 
of signals, efficiently warning the engineer 
a train of any danger in his ■ path, ■ srh^eJ 
from a misplaced switch, an open dravty 
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freight-train ahead, may be regarded as of 
great importance to the American railroad 
system, in a manner crowning the edifice, and 
enabling roads to be operated with greater 
speed, safety, and regularity. 

(To be continued.) 

THE INFLUENCE OF GRAVITATION, 
MOISTURE, AND LIGHT UPON THE 
DIRECTION OF GROWTH IN THE 
ROOT AND STEM OF PLANTS. 

Membeks of my present botany class have 
performed some experiments this spring, bear¬ 
ing upon the above caption, which, although 
not developing any thing new in the interest 
of the extension of experimental methods in 
the lower schools, it seems to me may be 
found worthy of a record in the columns of 
Science. 

Seven balls of moss, about four inches in 
diameter, were prepared, in the centre of which 
were planted from fifty to a hundred grains of 
Oats, barley, or corn; in some cases a mix¬ 
ture of two of these grains. 

No, 1 was suspended in free air, lighted oti 
all sides. No. 2 was placed on a glass tum¬ 
bler, in the bottom of which some water was 
kept, but not enough to rise within two inches 
of the lowest part of the ball. No, 3 was fit¬ 
ted into the mouth of an inverted bell-glass in 
such a manner that one half of the ball was 
within the jar and one half without it. No. 4 
was placed one half within and one half without 
a bell-glass placed in a horizontal attitude. 
No. 5 was in a tight tin can, the ball fitting 
it like a stopper, so as to exclude the light 
and to prevent a circulation of air. One-half 
of the nail protruded from the can, and the 
can was inverted. No. 6 was placed in a 
can similar to that of no. 5; but this was 
placed in a horizontal attitude, as in no. 4. 
No. 7 was mounted upon a spindle running 
through its centre. The spindle was attached 
to the stem of the minute-hand of an eight-day 
clock in such a manner that the axis of the 
was a continuation of the axis bearing 
toe minute-hand of the clock. The spindle 
was a piece of one-eighth inch brass wire hav- 
a strip of tin soldered to one end of it. 
The tin was perforated with a square hole, 
exactly fitting the shaft of the minute-hand of 
J'ifeA ©lock. The other end of the wire was 
fited down to fora a small journal, which worked 
-hole bored in a lump of solder secured to 
^ of a wire which acted as a support to 
vtfe$ distant end of the spindle. This supporting 
W«i first bent double, forming a narrow 


y, and the solder, which served as a box for the 
journal, dropped in the vertex. The two arms 
of the V were then beut upon themselves in the 
same direction so as to form a right angle with 
the plane of the V. Two holes were bored in 
the frame of the clock above the dial, but close 
to it, and the arms of the bent V inserted. The 
minute-hand was then removed from the clock, 
and also the washer behind it. The tin shoul- 
der#of the spindle was then placed upon the 
shaft, and the minute-hand replaced; the 
shoulder serving in the place of the washer, 
which had not been replaced. It was only 
necessary to shorten the pendulum a little to 
enable the clock to record time with its usual 
regularity. 

The results observed after germination were 
as follows: — 

In no. 1 the stems all came out in a clump 
at the top of the ball, and the roots in a cluster 
from the under side. The roots, however, 
after protruding from half an inch to an inch, 
curved upon themselves, and re-entered the ball, 
or else withered. In no, 2 the stems all came 
out at the top, and the roots at the bottom; but 
the roots in this ease continued straight down¬ 
ward into the water, no one of them turning 
back into the ball. In no. 3 the plants de¬ 
ported themselves in all respects as those did 
in no. 1, except that the growth was very much 
more rapid. In no. 4 all of the stems except 
two came out of the ball into free air: two* 
grew horizontally into the bell-jar. A large 
cluster of the roots came out of the ball ami 
entered the jar, and continued to grow horizon¬ 
tally, only depending so much as was neces¬ 
sary by their own weight. Others of the roots 
emerged from the lower side of the outer half 
of the ball, but soon entered it again. In no. 5 
all of the stems came up in the dark, damp 
atmosphere; and the roots emerged from the 
lower side of the ball, but /©-entered it again, or 
else perished. Many of the stems (oats in this 
case) threw out a pair of opposite bodies, ap¬ 
parently secondary rootlets, which grew hori¬ 
zontally, in all cases observed, to a length of 
about one inch. The color of the stems in 
this case was a pale yellow. In no. 6 all of 
the stems earno from the ball upward into the 
light, and very many of the roots protruded 
horizontally into the can, some of them leav¬ 
ing the ball above its centre. A corn-root 
extended itself horizontally four inches beyond 
the surface of the ball, and in that distance 
was only depressed one-haif of an inch. On the 
corn-roots back of the sensitive tips, the deli- 
cate*root-hairs were so numerous and long as 
to give it a resemblance to the hair-brush. for 



6 ' svmkcE. "ivit'kfe 


cleaning lamp-chimneys. In this ball a num¬ 
ber of roots also emerged from the lower side 
of the ball, but only to re-enter it again, as in 
the other cases. In no. 7 stems and roots 
came out together indiscriminately, and from 
all sides of the ball ; the roots, however, 
after protruding from half an inch to an inch, 
re-entering the ball or withering. This experi¬ 
ment was twice repeated. In the first case 
more stems appeared from the side of the !>all 
away from the face of the clock, and the greater 
number of roots made their appearance on the 
opposite side of the ball. It was observed in 
this case, however, that the spindle slanted 
about two degrees toward the dock. In the 
next experiment the spindle was made hori¬ 
zontal, and no difference as to place of emer¬ 
ging of root and stem was observed. 

These experiments in combination appear to 
show with clearness the influence of moisture 
and gravitation in determining the course of 
the root, and to suggest that the influence of 
moisture is the stronger of the two. 

The emergence of the sensitive tips of the 
primary roots from the damp ball into the dry 
atmosphere I suppose Darwin would have ex¬ 
plained as the result of the persistence of the 
impressions in the root behind. The horizon¬ 
tally extending roots in the damp atmosphere, 
both dark and light, suggest that the response 
to gravitation in both eases w as nil. May it not 
beime that the diageotropism of roots is such in 
no other sense than that of direction of growth ? 
that it is in reality simply a growing toward 
the proper amount of moisture? This would 
appear to explain the oblique direction of sec¬ 
ondary branches, and the largely indifferent 
direction of tertiary ones. The baits in the jan, 
placed in the horizontal attitudes indicate that 
the stem does not grow eipaply in a direction 
opposite to that of the principal root, for they 
were turned toward each other through an angle 
of nearly ninety degrees. The two inverted 
jars show that the stems did not seek a dry 
atmosphere, for in both cases they gvew up 
into that which was more moist. The inverted 
dark jar shows that the effect of the impact or 
absorption of light on the lower half of the ball, 
and the absence of these effects upon the upper 
half, did not produce a sufficient contrast to 
guide the stem into the light; but since, of the 
two jars placed in the horizontal attitude, only 
the ball in the mouth of the glass one sent 
steins into the jar, it spems possible, since 
other conditions were alike, that light may 
exert a small influence in guiding the stems 
from the ground. F.H. Kino, 

Kiver Fall*, Wisconsin, May 17, im. ^ 


SOME GLACIAL ACTION IN INDIANA:, 

With members of my class in geology, I 
have been examining the glacial deposits in 
this vicinity (Montgomery county). Our chief 
water-course is what is called Sugar Creek, a 
tributary of the Wabash River, which occupies 
a valley with a general south-westerly bearing, 
virtually the same trend which the Wabash has 
across the state before it makes its sharp bend 
to the south. Along the valleys of the Wabash 
* and Sugar Creek, there are abundant evidences 
of a glacier which moved in the direction of the 
valleys, and is known as the Lake Erie glacier, 
as it advanced in the direction of the axis of 
that lake, and so up the Maumee, and across 
the low divide tit Fort Wayne, into the Wabash. 
Sugar Creek itself has been compelled to bend 
sharply to the south a few miles to the west of 
us by the deposits of tins old glacier, and has 
cut its new channel through the soft subcar- 
boniferous sandstone. At one place in this 
county, where the creek still occupies its pre¬ 
glacial valley, it cuts through what we for¬ 
merly considers 1 a large terminal moraine, 
which lies squarely across the valley. Recent 
floods have swept away some of this moraine, 
and laid bare the country rock. This rock is 
found to be smoothly planed, and absolutely 
covered with glacial scratches all trending 
N. 20° W., or almost at right angles to the 
valley of the creek and the course of the former 
glacier. These scratches of the second glacier 
are now found in many places throughout the 
county; and our old terminal moraine proves 
to be a medial moraine, and bears upon its bock 
a line of huge bowlders with the same north¬ 
westerly trend. These facts arc recorded here 
in the hope that they may be of some use in 
the consideration of a much-vexed question, 

John M. Gom.ter. 

Wubwili Colley, Crawford* vUle, ind. 


THE UNITED STATES FISH-COMMIS¬ 
SION STEAMER A tBA TltOSS . 

I. 

PnoitAiiLV no department of scientific inves¬ 
tigation has made greater progress^ in its meth¬ 
ods of work during the past ten years than 
that of deep-son research. The successful 
introduction of steel piano-wire for sounding;, 
and of wire rope for dredging purposes, marks 
a new era in this class or exploration,Tot 
which credit is mainly due to American skills 
and energy . While claiming so muchin 
of our own country, wo frankly 
that the only'feasible method of 'using'^so^^l 
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wire was devised by one of the best known 
of English physicists, Sir William Thomson; 
/but his efforts were entirely ignored by the 
mother government, and first bore fruit on this 
side of the Atlantic, through the liberality of 
the American navy. 

It is needless in this connection to discuss 
the rapid development of this system of deep- 
sea sounding, which has been so fully described 
by its most zealous advocates, Messrs. Belknap 


gested by Mr. Alexander Agassiz, under whotae 
supervision it was first put to trial on the coast- 
survey steamer Blake in 1877. To Messrs. 
Sigsbee and Agassis, and the officers of the 
Blake, is due the greater number of improve¬ 
ments in deep-sea dredges, trawls, and acces¬ 
sories to sounding, which are now employed 
on the American coast; while the U. 8. fiah- 
comnussion claims priority as to the appliances 
for*moderate depths of water, although many 
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; and Sigsbee, of the United States navy. We 
,naay be pardoned, however, for recalling the 
feet, that it was early in 1874 that Gapt. Bel- 
, knap made his famous sounding-voyage across 
the Pacific Ocean in the U. S. 8. Tuacacora, 

^ Whtle the Challenger was still plodding its way 
the world with its cumbersome hempen 
time, one of the Thomson machines being care- 
my stowed below. Since then Commander 
^ i^gSbbehas so perfected the sounding-machine, 
;; ; -OU the proper working of which success with 
a, that farther improvements seem 
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of these are yet to be thoroughly tested in the 
deeper parts of the ocean. 

The great desideratum in marine explora¬ 
tions has always been suitable vessels for prop¬ 
erly carrying on the work in all its branches. 
Our coast-survey, however, is gradually build¬ 
ing up a fleet of steamers which are admirabty 
adapted to their special field of surveying and 
sounding; and several of these, among which 
we may name the Blake, the Hassler, and the 
Bache, have already rendered distinguished 
services in the line of deep-sea dredging and 
trailing. The latest addition to out 
ploring-fleet *has been the construction of a 
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thoroughly sea-going steamer for the ex¬ 
press purpose of investigating our maritime 
fisheries, in both a scientific and practical 
manner, by means of every known appliance 
suited to the work. This new undertaking 
is but an advance step in the progressive 
work of the U. S. fish-commission, under 
the able and judicious management of Pro¬ 
fessor Baird, and was demanded by the urgent 
necessity for a more extended knowledge of 
our off-shore fishing areas. The initiative 
in this direction was taken some three or 
four years ago, when Congress sanctioned the 
building of the steamer Fish Hawk, in the 
coinbined interests of fish culture and ex¬ 
ploration. Previously, small naval steamers 
had been adapted to the requirements of 
the fish-commission as their services were 
needed; and, considering the pioneer ehar- 
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high seas, chasing schools of fish, or diving 
beneath the surface with the dredge and 
trawl. 

The Albatross is a twin-screw propeller, 
rigged as a brigantine, and was built at Wil¬ 
mington, Del., during 1682, by the Pusey & 
Jones Company, who were also the builders of 
the steamer Fish Hawk. She was designed 
by Mr, Charles W. Copeland, consulting 
engineer of the U. S. lighthouse board; ana 
her entire construction and subsequent prep¬ 
aration for service have been under the 
immediate supervision of her present com¬ 
mander, Lieut. Commander Z. L. Tanner, 
U.S.N. The launch was successfully made 
Aug. 19; and the work of fitting up the 
various quarters and of arranging the scien¬ 
tific appliances was rapidly pushed to com¬ 
pletion. The trial trip began Feb. 9, 1883; 



acter of their work, they rendered valuable 
aid. 

In associating fish-culture with scientific 
investigation, some sacrifice had to be made 
at the expense of one or other of those 
projects; as no steamer, built to enter the 
shallow rivers and indentures of our coast¬ 
line, could venture with safety to any dis-, 
tance from land. Fish-breeding was at that 
time considered the more important; and the 
Fish Hawk, with her shallow draught of 
water, must confine her operations to the 
vicinity of the ooast; and yet, from a pe¬ 
rusal of recent papers in this journal by 
Professor Verrill, it will be seen that her 
contributions to biology have been surpris- 
ingly great. The Albatross, however, as 
the new steamer has been christened, will, 
like her namesake, make her hdtae upon the 


and at the time of writing she is making her 
first long cruise. 

In the construction of the Albatross, sev¬ 
eral novel features in marine architecture 
have been introduced; as past experience has 
proved that the ordinary form of hull is but 
poorly suited to the work of deep-sea dredg¬ 
ing and trawling. The most important mo§- 
ifieation is at the stern, which has been 
sharply modelled to enable her to back readily 
and safely in a seaway, her usual method 
of propulsion while engaged in this class Of 
work. The rudder and its attachments have 
also been made of extra strength to withstand 
the hard service to which they are thereby 
subjected. 

The greatest length of the vessel is two hun¬ 
dred and thirty-four feet; and the length at t)ir 
ordinary water-line, with a draught wt tm^e: 
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feet, two hundred feet. The breadth of beam 
moulded is twenty-seven feet and a half. The 
registered net tonnage is four hundred tons, and 
the displacement on a twelve-feet draught, a 
thousand tons. The frame-wbrk and hull are of 
iron, which also enters largely into the construc¬ 
tion of the deck-house. Forward and aft, the 
iron sides extend to the level of the upper deck 
to enclose the poop-cabin and top-gallant fore¬ 
castle, while in the intervening space they 
•form a high protecting rail to the main deck.* 
The deck-house (7-14), which is eighty-three 
feet long, thirteen feet and a half wide, and 
seven feet and a quarter high, extends from 
just forward of the mainmast nearly to the 
foremast, leaving an ample passageway on 
either side between it and the rail. The after¬ 
part is built of iron, with wooden sheathing; 
but forward of the fennel it is entirely of wood. 


followed by the steerage (20), main laboratory 
(21), engine and boiler compartments (24, 
22),* which extend into the hold, and the 
ward-room (25). 

The forehold contains the magazine (27), 
water-tanks, ice-house (29), and a variety of 
storerooms. Underneath the laboratory is a 
large room (32) for the stowage of natural 
hi^ory materials ; and below the ward-room are 
the appropriate storerooms for the use of the 
mess, the navigator, and paymaster. 

The poop-cabin (15), on the main deck, is a 
large, commodious room the entire width of the 
ship, and extending thirty feet forward from 
the stern. It contains two state-rooms, a bath¬ 
room, pantry, and office, and is conveniently 
fernished. The ward-room (25) underneath 
is thirty-eight feet long, and has eight large 
state-rooms, a bath-room, and pantry. It is 
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19. K.ecl|nj{-emjlne; 20. SUnerage; 21. Lower or main laboratory; 22. Hollar; 28, Coal-bunkera; 24, Engines; 26, Ward- 

S nomi 26. Cabin storeroom; 27. Magazine); 28. Magazine passage; 2fi. Ice-box; 80. Upper hold; 81. Lower hold; 82. Natural 
atory atoreroom; S3. Wardroom storerooms; 84. Propoiler.wheoT; 85. Rudder. 


The forward compartment, which is raised 
about three feet above the general level of 
the house, is the pilot-house (7), containing a 
steam quartermaster to aid in steering. Fol¬ 
lowing it in succession are the chart-room 
(8), upper laboratory (9), four state-rooms 
(10), steam drum (11), galley (12), upper 
epgipe-room (18), and entrance to the ward¬ 
room stairway (14). 

Below, the main deck the vessel is divided 
ftito six water-tight compartments by five trans¬ 
verse iron bulkheads, there being also an addi¬ 
tional bulkhead which is not closed. 

The berth-deck, forward of the collision 
bulkhead, is cut up into storerooms (16), 
"reached by scuttles from the main deck. Next 
aSt is the berth-dock proper (18) , which is forty 
TeJSt long and the width of the ship, with supe- 
V'ticr. ^cioommodations for a large crew. It is 


well lighted by a broad skylight overhead in 
addition to the usual side-ports. These quar¬ 
ters are entirely occupied by the officers of the 
ship, the civilian scientific staff being accom¬ 
modated in the four state-rooms (10) of the 
deck-house abaft the upper laboratory. The 
latter rooms are better adapted for study than 
any others on the sh^p; each having a large, 
square side-window at the proper height for 
working with the microscope, should the natu¬ 
ralists desire to conduct their more delicate 
observations in privacy. 

Of most interest to the student are the sci¬ 
entific quarters, which are very capacious, and 
amply sufficient for all possible needs. They 
occupy a central position, being thereby re¬ 
moved as far as possible from the extremes of 
motion caused by rolling and pitebiug. They 
extend from just above the keelson to the upper 
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deck, and consist of three rooms 6n as many 
levels: the lowest (32) being a storeroom ; the 
central one (21) a general laboratory, or work¬ 
room ; and the upper one (9) a deck-labora¬ 
tory for microscopical work and study. These 
rooms communicate with one another by means 
of stairways, but are entirely cut off from all 
the rest of the ship, excepting through the 
side-doors of the upper laboratory. The t two 
lower rooms arc protected fore and nffc by 
water-tight iron bulkheads, reaching to the 
main deck ; and the storeroom, which contains 
the supply of alcohol, can be made a tight 
box, and instantly filled with steam, in case of 
fire. 

Light is admitted to the upper laboratory 
through a skylight, and two windows on each 
side, ami to the general laboratory through 
three j>orts on each side, mid two deck-lights 
overhead ; but in the storeroom artificial light 
is necessary * During the day-time, therefore, 
the working-rooms are sufficiently well lighted 
for all ordinary purposes ; but the system of 
electric lamps, which pervades the entire ship, 
reaches its height of development in these 
quarters, and every few feet of space contains 
its little glass globe and horseshoe. The 
•effect at night is very brilliant, and work can 
them go on about as comfortably as in the 
brightest sunshine. 

[ To be continued.] 


SURFACE CONDITIONS ON THE OTHER 
PLANETS. 

In the Popular science monthly for June appeared 
an article entitled * Cost of life/ by John Pratt, 
upon the habitability of the other planets* To his 
conclusion that most of tfuHarger planets are prob¬ 
ably unsulted for habitation by beings like ourselves, 
I think few astronomers would take exception; but 
several of Ids statements as to their surface condi¬ 
tions are apparently at variance with modern obser¬ 
vation, and with the results of the application of the 
principles of mechanics. 

As to the light from the planets, he says, “ In the 
first place, as might havg been conjectured even 
before the revelations of the spectroscope, from their 
great volume of light as compared with their dis¬ 
tances from the sun, all of these great bodies [the 
four exterior planets] are self-luminous ” There Is 
some reason to believe that at certain times portions 
of the surface of Jupiter do shine by their own light, 
but it is certainly very faint, as otherwise, when his 
satellites pass into his shadow, they would still reflect 
some light to the earth. In point of fact, however, 
even to the most powerful telescopes, they absolutely 
disappear. As to the three remaining pMhets, their 
light is so faint at the best, that any determinations 


as to their self-luminosity are entirely out of the 
question. The spectroscope shows us nothing what¬ 
ever on this subject with regard to any of these 
bodies. 

We are then told^tbat “ the density of Japiter being 
about 1.40, and that of the earth 5.48, it follows that 
the attraction exerted by Jupiter is roughly 800 times 
that of the earth. A man who weighs *150 pounds 
on the earth, if transported to Jupiter, would shake 
the ground with a ponderous tread of 45,000 pounds* 
or 22£ tons* His own weight would at once crush 
him into a mere pulp, A hickory-nut, falling from 
a bough, would crash through him like a minie-ball. 
Again : water would weigh fifteen times as much 
as quicksilver. A moderate wave would shiver to 
atoms the strongest ironclad, etc.” Applying the 

ordinary formula, W = ^ — where M t the mass 

of Jupiter, in terms of the earth, is 318, and D, its 
diameter, is II, — wc find the weight, JK, of an object 
on the surface of Jupiter, equals fjf» nr 2.1 times. What 
it would weigh here: hence our 150-pound man would 
weigh just 375 pounds there, and would nol be seri-^ 
ously Inconvenienced by a whole battery of ldckory- 
nuts, provided he wore his hat. With reference 
to Mars, he writes, that u the relative muss of Mars 
being only about , { l t s that of the earth [it 1 b $ approx¬ 
imately) . . . our typical man would only weigh 
about 2J pounds, ... An 80-ton locomotive would 
not propel a train of empty cars. ... A rifle-ball might 
be caught in the hand without harm.” According to 
the law of gravitation* the 4 typical man * would weigh 
6(5 pounds. Supposing the 80-ton locomotive re¬ 
duced in weight in the proportion he states, the cars 
would be bo also: therefore, under any such condition* 
whatever, the 80-ton locomotive would draw precisely 
as great a quantity of matter there as it would upon 
the surface of the earth. Ab to the rifle-ball, Its 
stored energy is proportional to MV' 2 ; that is* it is 
proportional to its mass, and independent of its 
weight* But the mass of a body is the same through¬ 
out the universe: therefore experiments in catching 
rifle-balls in the hand on the surface of Mars would 
be dangerous, , ^ 

Finally, referring to Mars, he says* “ Nothing can 
bo more certain than that there Is no liquid in Mars, 
and no life,” As seen through the telescope, tlif 
poles of Mars appear of a brilliant white cdlor. 
When one of the poles Is turned towards the sun, the 
size of the white spot diminishes, and* when it ty, 
turned away again, It increases. Some astronomers 
have imagined these white spots to be snow: In t&at 
case, It. is difficult to account for the disappearance* ,> 
unless we suppose that it melts. It therefore seems, 
rather a strong way of expressing it to say that 
w nothing can be more certain than that there Is no ; 
liquid in Mars.” There are several other points , 
raised by our author which would hear mentioning,* 
one or two on the subject of energy, particularly “ a , 
large aspect of the question, which seems to have 
escaped the attention of thinkers;” hut I 
points referred to above will be sufficient fox %tmT 
present occasion, W. H* Ficakiusra,; 
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COMPOSITION OF THE MESODERM. 

Under the title ‘ Arch! blast and parablast,* Wal¬ 
deyer has published a long article {Arch, rrdkro»k. 
couth, xxii. 3), in which he reviews chiefly Hi s’ft views 
concerning the origin of the connedive tissue, blood¬ 
vessel*, etc.; but he also considers several cognate 
questions. 

His’s investigations have been confined to verte¬ 
brates, but he apparently believes that his view is 
also applicable to invertebrates. Professor His dis¬ 
tinguishes two distinct groups of tissues, — the archfc 
blastic ami parablastic. The former includes all the 
epithelial, muscular, and nervous tissues, comprising, 
therefore, the glands, smooth muscles, and neuroglia: 
the parablast ic group comprises all the connective 
tissues and blood, with which are counted the blood 
and lymph vessels, and also the leucocytes. The 
parabia*t arises beyond the embryonic area proper as 
cells which grow Into the embryonic region. These 
cells arise, according to His, out of the granules of 
the white yolk; these granules, from cells in the yolk; 
which cells are immigrated leucocytes, that enter the 
ovum while it is still in the follicle of the ovary. 

Waldeyer accepts this division, but he differs from 
Etta mainly in two points, — first, in excluding the lin¬ 
ing of the peritoneal cavity from the list of endothelia, 
and therefore also from the parablast; second, in 
ascribing a different origin to the parablastic ceils. 
(As regards the first point, there can be no reason¬ 
able doubt that His’s account of the origin of the 
membrane Is erroneous: because, 3, the disappear¬ 
ance of the original epithelium, and the new forma¬ 
tion by leucocytes of an epithelium on top of it, was, 
to the last degree, Improbable, so that a gross error 
of observation would be more probable; 2, His was 
unable to bring forward any definite observations in 
his favor; 8, his conclusion was and has since been 
contradicted by the direct observations of others. 
Waldeyer has dono good service iu calling general 
attention to these objections, but the matter can 
hardly be considered new.) 

As regards the second point, we reproduce Wal- 
deyer’s own summary (p. 47). In the eggs of all 
ahimals which have blood and connective tissue at 
all, the segmentation of the egg does not continue 
lb the same manner up to the end; but one must 
distinguish a primary and a secondary segmentation: 
“iha first divides the egg, so far as it is capable of seg¬ 
mentation, into a number of cells which are mature 
tot the formation of the tissue, and form the primary 
germinal layers. A remainder of immature segmen¬ 
tation-cells (tnholoblasllceggs), or of egg-pro topi asm, 
ifvtiich has not assumed the cell-form (in meroblastlc 
#gg») t Ia4eft over. In either form, this remainder 
lioes not directly enter into the germ-layers as an 
findegrsi component, but undergoes first a further cell- 
Stmoation, — the secondary segmentation. From the 
•flip-thus termed, the parts richer in protoplasm are 
and make the primitive parablost-celjs; while 
ttos part richer in yolk remains only to be used as 
nutritive material., It will be seen that the essence of 
IWWdeyer^ theory is, that a portion of the segmenting 


egg is retarded by the presence of yolk; and so there 
are some cells, or, in mcroblastic eggs, some proto¬ 
plasm, which is laggard in development, and does not 
directly enter into the primitive layers, but becomes 
the parablast. 

The parablast is essentially identical with the mes- 
enehyma.of the brothers Hertwig, except that the 
latter include the smooth muscles in the group, 
Waldeyer endeavors to justify Ills theory of the origin 
of» these tissue* from laggard cells, but it seems to 
the reporter unsuccessfully. 

There is given abo, p. 8B-44, a discussion of the 
relation of the yolk to cleavage, In which the views 
advanced several years ago by Minot (Hroc. Host. aoc. 
nat. hint., xix.) are brought forward anew, apparently 
without knowledge of their previous publication by 
another writer. In the discussion of the origin of 
the parabiast-ccils, p, 0-27, it appears that Hls’s view 
of their origin from the while yolk is definitely shown 
to be untenable. Incident ally, emphasis is laid upon 
the fact, that, in meroblastio eggs, the protoplasm of 
the animal pole sends down processes into the yolk: 
It is from these processes in the ‘ keimwall 1 of birds’ 
eggs that the parablast-cells arise, according to Wal- 
deycr. His article, as a whole, is chiefly a discussion 
of the literature of his subject. C. 8. Minot. 


THE ECLIPSE OF 188$. 

At the present time, when interest is chiefly 
drawn toward the successes of the astronomers who 
observed the eclipse of the sun month before last from 
the small islands in the Pacific Ocean, the results of 
the eclipse of May 17, 1882, obtained in Egypt, have 
especial significance. These were briefly stated by 
Hr. Bcbuster at a late meeting of the Koyal a^tro- 
nonilcal society. During the progress of the eclipse 
three photographic instruments were at work: one 
took photographs of the corona itself; a second was 
a photographic camera with a prism placed in 
front of it, that is, a spectroscope without a collima¬ 
tor; and the third was a complete spectroscope. 
Photographs were obtained In all three instruments, 
The direct photographs of the corona indicate its 
variations from eclipse to eclipse, — a matter of much 
importance in solar physics. If the photographs 
taken during eclipses in the past twenty years are 
compared with each other, it will he seen that ( the 
corona varies in a regular way with the state pf the 
sutj’s surface, although there are irregular minor 
changes. At the sun-spot minimum the corona is 
much more regular than at the maximum. At the 
minimum there is a l^rgo equatorial extension, and 
near the solar poles a series of curved rays. At the 
maximum there Is practically no regularity at all: the 
long streamers go up sometimes in one direction, and 
sometimes In another; and this last year, near the 
sun-spotmaximum, there was absolutely no symmetry ^ 
Irt the appearance of the corona. The transparency 
of the streamers was most striking. One streamer 
ealr sometimes he traced through another, showing 
that the matter, whatever it is, must be very thlu. 
The rifts start from the solar surface in an entirely 
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irregular way, with a tendency very often toward the 
tangential direction at the lower parts of the rifts. 
The photographs extend about a diameter and a half 
from the sun’s limb, and a comet appears on the 
plates about a solar diameter and a half from the 
sun’s centre. It must have been very bright, as it 
appears clearly in the photographs. Measurements 
seem to indicate a small shift in its position during 
the interval between the first photograph and the last. 

Turning now to the photographs taken with the 
camera and prism in front, — an instrument which 
gives an image of the prominences as oft repeated 
as there are rays in the prominence, — the plates 
employed were sensible to the infra-red as well as 
violet rays. One prominence gave a great number 
of lines in the ultra-violet. The fact was brought 
out iu this eclipse, that the brightest lines in the 
prominences are due, not to hydrogen, but to cal¬ 
cium. Besides these aud the hydrogen lines, there 
is the line in the yellow, and the C line of 
hydrogen in the red, and also a photograph of two 
prominence-lines iu the ultra-red. In addition to the 
prominences, there are visible in the photographs 
certain short rings round the moon, which mean that 
at these places the light sent out by the gaseous part 
surrounding the moon is not confined to the prom¬ 
inences. It is, as would be expected, the green 
coronal line which chiefly corresponds to one of 
those rings. This green line, K 3474, is a true coronal 
line, and is only very faintly traceable in one of the 
prominences. 

In considering the results obtained with the com¬ 
plete spectroscope, it U a striking fact that some of the 
lines cross the moon’s disk, and especially the two 
lines H and K. This proves that the calcium-lines, 
jBT and JSC, were so strong in the prominences that the 
light was scattered in our atmosphere, and reflected 
right in front of the moon* 

The promtnence-linea are very numerous : thirty 
such Unes appear in the photograph. The hydrogen- 
lines are there, including those in the ultra-violet 
photographed by Dr, Huggins; also H and JT, and 
other calcium-lines; and still others, chiefly un¬ 
known. 

Close to the sun’s limb we cap only trace a con¬ 
tinuous spectrum, a very Btrong one, going up to 
about a quarter of a solar diameter. The photo¬ 
graphs bear out the distinction between the inner 
anil the outer corona, the former being much 
stronger in light. The boundary at which this con¬ 
tinuous spectrum ends corresponds to the extension 
of the inner corona. The continuous spectrum is 
stronger on the side where the prominences are 
weaker. In the corona we flAfc of all see a very faint 
continuous spectrum, and in that continuous spec¬ 
trum one can trace at Q the reversal of the dark 
Fraunhofer lines. In addition, a series of faint true 
coronal lines can be traced in the outer regions of the 
corona. We have not traced any known substances 
in the solar corona, The greater number of the 
prominence-lines in the ultra-violet are also un¬ 
known, but they seem to be present iiyDr* Huggins’# 
photograph of the spectrum of a Aqullae. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 

*** Correspondent* are requested U> be a* brief a* possible. TAe 

writer's name U in alt cusee required as proof <if good faith. 

The relative agee of planets, oomets, and 
meteors. 

Trus tlfeory that the sun was once a gaseous mass 
extending beyond the most distant planet, and that 
it has contracted to its present dimensions by the 
continuous action of gravity, and is still so contract¬ 
ing, is now very generally accepted by astronomers. 
It is well known, moreover, that the condensation of 
*a gaseous body produces heat, and that the impact 
of solar matter in consequence of Us motion towards 
the centre of gravity is one cause, at least, — perhaps 
the principal one, — of the sun’s high temperature. 
The modern law of the conservation of energy af¬ 
fords data for determining the amount of heat pro¬ 
duced by the condensation of the sun’s mass from 
one volume to another. It is thus found that the 
contraction to its present dimensions, from a primi¬ 
tive volume extending indefinitely beyond the orbit 
of Neptune, would have kept up a uniform supply of 
heat equal to the present for twenty millions of years. 1 
The age of the solar system, however, may be great¬ 
er or less than this, as the sun’s radiation may not 
have been constant. 

In any form of the nebular hypothesis, Neptune is 
the oldest planet known, and the innermost of the 
number has had the most recent origin. 

A majority of comets probably move in hyperbolas, 
and visit the solar system but once. Some orbits 
have been changed into ellipses by planetary pertur¬ 
bation. 

For any thing we can know to the contrary, com¬ 
etary matter has been falling towards the centre of 
our system in all ages of its existence. Whenever 
the perihelion distance has been less than the radius 
of the solar spheroid, the comet’s orbital motion 
must have been arrested, and transformed into heat. 

As the limits of geological dates are determined by 
the strata of the earth’s crust, so the superior limits 
of the age of periodic comets are fixed by the plane¬ 
tary orbits next exterior to their perihelia. Of the 
comets known to be periodic, the perihelion distances 
of thirteen arc less than the earth's distance from the 
sun. The ages of all these must therefore be less 
than that of the earth. In like manner the ages of 
others are shown to be less than that of Venus, 
while those of a few are found to be less than the 
age of Mercury. We may conclude, then, In general, 
that the ages of comets, as members of the solar sys¬ 
tem, are less than those of planets. 

But as meteoroids, partly at least, are derived from 
comets, their origin as separate bodies in connection 
with our system must be still more recent: In fact, 
meteoric matter is being constantly detached from 
comets at each successive return to perihelion. The 
indications of this process were unmistakable Jn the 
case of the great comet of 1882, and many meteoroids 
of the Biela group have been separated from the 
comet In our own day. Daniel Kxwkwood. 

Bloomington, Ind, 

First use of wire in sounding. 

Professor Verrill is quite right in supposing that I 
was unaware that any report of the sounding expedi¬ 
tion of Walsh had been published. A casual reference 
to Walsh in the * Depths of the sea’ led me to Inquire, 

1 A sontrssttott of the radius equal to a hundred aadi twonty- 
nine foot per annum would yield the present •apply Of heat, 
0« Monthly notice# of the U. A. H., April, XATA 
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through a naval friend, of an officer in the Navy 
department, unofficially, whether any report had been 
published. This gentleman was kina enough to make 
Inquiries, and Anally replied that he could not find 
out that any thing had been printed, but that the Jog- 
books were at the department. On this account I 
made no further search for printed data; but later, 
on Commander Bartlett’s installation at the Hydro¬ 
graphic office, I mentioned it to him, and lie had the 
goodness to search the log-books, and to send me 
copies of all references to the work with wire, con¬ 
tained in them, from which my note was compiled. 
Doubtless other note-books might have been used 
also. In regard to the breaking of the wire, it is spe¬ 
cifically stated in the log-book that it parted ‘owing to* 
some of the links catching at times on others,’ as the 
line was paid out in one or two cases, and in others 
as it was being hauled in. In another Instance it 
parted ‘owing to one of the joints catching upon 
another joint on the reel.’ It is nowhere in the 
original log referred to the heaving of the vessel; and 
the last entry repeats, * entirely owing to the short 
nip of the catch upon the reek’ Having had some 
experience in sounding in great depths of water with 
a small saUing*r«Mel, I have come to the opihion, 
in which I think most practised hydrographera would 
concur, that It is impossible that a plumb sound 
should he obtained from such a vessel under any cir¬ 
cumstances likely to occur in actual work. The 
words quoted by Professor Verrill from Walsh’s report- 
show that the latter officer deceived himself; for it is 
evident, that, if the wire ‘ served as an anchor to keep 
the vessel steady,’ it could not have been plumb; and, 
even If It appeared to be so at the surface, what it 
was below the surface no man could state with con¬ 
fidence, except that It was not plumb. A steamer 
may be kept over the wire, and, with wire properly 
spliced and heavily weighted, a plumb sound can be 
had, but not otherwise; and it may be confidently 
said that accurate sounding in deep water dates from 
the combination of these two factors. I may say, also, 
that in my note I did not, nor do I now, consider that 
successful trial of a sounding apparatus has been 
arrived at, until bottom has been reached, and the 
signs of it brought up. Wm. H, Dall. 

WsulUngton, June 23, JSS3- 


False claims. 

It is to be regretted that the pages of a popular 
magazine of high standing should be mode the vehicle 
of such an advertisement as appears in the Century 
tar July, entitled * Cheap food for the million/ re¬ 
printed In the publisher’s department of Science 
tor June 22. Of the merits or demerits of a new 
food-preservative, of which so many have been 
brought forward within the last few years, I have 
nothing to say: the testimony of Prof. 8. W, Johnson, 
dtOd in Its favor, Is certainly entitled to respectful 
consideration. But I wish to call attention to the 
dalm of the inventor of the new nostrum to public 
confidence on the ground that he is M a fellow of the 
Chemical society of London, and also of the Geological 
society, being elected after unusually severe examina¬ 
tions. President Huxley, of the latter society, said 
that ‘ho American should boast of an election with¬ 
out a severe struggle.* In evidence of th t b prej ud Ice 
towards Americans, the fact that Professor Humieton 
was given two hundred and fifty questions (five times 
tile usual number) may be cited. He is now super- 
latem&ent of the company’s works/’ etc. 

" It U not clear what meaning is to be attached to 
the Words put Into Huxley’s mouth; hut it U a well- 
known fact that neither iu the societies named, nor 


any others with which I am acquainted, is there any 
examination whatever required, or are any ques¬ 
tions asked. A nomination by three members, one 
of whom must have personal knowledge of the candi¬ 
date, and the payment of fees, are the only conditions 
necessary to membership of the Geological society of 
London, which has several hundred members upon 
its lists, including many Americans. In the complete 
catalogue of all scientific papers published in Europe 
and America up to 1877 (Bop. aoc. cat.) we search In 
vain for the name of the ‘superintendent of the 
company’s works,’ It is not creditable to the adver¬ 
tisers that the names of illustrious men of science 
and of learned societies, coupled with erroneous 
statements and absurd appeals to national prejudices, 
should bo invoked, even indirectly, to recommend 
their wares. T. Stkbby Hunt. 

Montreal, Juno 25,1863. 

MACLOSRlE'S ELEMENTARY BOTANY. 

Elementary botany , with students’ guide to the exami¬ 
nation and description of plants . By Gkorok 
Macloskik, D 8c , LL I)., professor of natural 
history in the J. G. Green school of science, 
Princeton, N J., etc. New York, HolU 1883. 
870 p. 12°, 

Science is ready to welcome a new text¬ 
book, asking only for some particular line of 
excellence as a warrant of its reason to be. 
Considering that 4 4 this volume aims to supply 
a readable sketch of botany/* and so to treat 
the subject 44 as to meet the wants of a large 
class of readers who wish to know something 
of the fundamental principles and philosophi¬ 
cal bearings of the science without being dis¬ 
tracted by technicalities/ * we think that its read¬ 
able character and the comparatively sparing 
use of unnecessary technical terms are among 
its commendable features. The style is easy, 
sometimes a little odd in its concatenations, as 
whero “it is said that a moukey first intro¬ 
duced tea to the notice of the Chinese; the 
English government started its cultivation in 
Assam, whence the best teas now come ; ” and 
in the following paragraph it becomes even 
sensational. 

“Their power of increasing in thickness 
imparts to roots their capacity for mischief. 
Their vigor is somewhat surprising. They 
make their way through dense soil, loosening 
It so that it becomes soft and spongy. They 
can split rocks, overturn walls and buildings, 
stop up sewers, and root up our street-pave¬ 
ments. They effect more injury to mar/s 
handiwork than tempest, fire, and war com¬ 
bined. ... We possess a root hugging au 
old bottle in irredeemable captivity. M 

In a well-known passage at the close of one 
of his books, Darwin likened the tip of a root 
to brain of one of the lower animals; and 
brains, we kpow, are capable of mischief, and 
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therefore of demoralization. Whether the 
root which the author is so fortunate as to pos¬ 
sess ie in dipsomaniac captivity to the bottle it 
hugs, or whether the bottle is captivated by 
the caressing root, is not quite clear from the 
context. And how such dire mischief to 
man wrought by roots— more injurious 1 than 
tempest, fire, and war combined’ — is to be 
reconciled with creative benevolence, we must 
leave for the Princeton theologians to settle, 
and pass on to another topic, that of judicious 
abstinence from technicalities. 

Writers of text-books are prone to employ 
all the technical terms they can find, especially 
new-fangled ones which have not yet proved 
tbeir right or reason to exist by continued 
usage, or which, though convenient in an origi¬ 
nal treatise or memoir, and harmless or even 
useful in a glossary, may be advantageously 
dispensed with in ordinary scientific teaching. 
We all know of the painter commemorated by 
Punch , who 4 rubbed out a good deal,' and 
who claimed to 4 get his best effects that way.’ 
Many scientific books for students' use might 
be bettered by the same process. Professor 
Macloakie has so well resisted the ordinary 
temptation, or restrained in parenthesis need¬ 
less terms which he did not like to leave out, 
— such as xylem, Greek for wood, most barba¬ 
rously Germanized (as if, where a Greek said 
xylon and a Roman said lignum , we might not 
say wood when we meant it), —that it may be 
a little ungracious to complain of his making 
one or two himself, and making them badly. 
Where he says, <y to avoid contusion, we shall 
call [the seed-coats] exotest and endotest,” the 
inference is, that these terms are original. 
Nor, not to insist that confusion is rather made 
than avoided by the substitution of new names 
for well-recognized old ones, we might suggest 
that the coinage is in a small way pedantic, ex¬ 
cept that a }>edant would not violate what our 
author in another place terms ‘ the jus connubii' 
by hybridizing Greek with Latin. Nor, if we 
must have such Greek-Latin crosses, would he 
have truncated them into quasi English, which 
is as bad as a third cross, but have written exo» 
testa and endoteeta in full, vile as the terms 
are. Gametic is certainly new coinage; and 
the author does not clearly say what he means 
it to pass for. But it may be gathered that 
* gametic affinity' means relationship near 
enough to allow of interbreeding. We are to 
say, then, that species belonging tp different 
genera have gametic affinity in the rare cases 
when they can be made to hybridize; and that 
certain species strictly of the same genus, 
which we have failed to hybridize*are devoid 


of gametic affinity ; so the term has no explan¬ 
atory value whatever. 

Some of the borrowed woodcuts are very 
good ; most of the original ones arc quite the re¬ 
verse ; and the one which is said to represent a 
. ‘tip shoot of pea’ is a complete puzzle, after all 
the enlightenment which the letterpress affords. 

Turning over the pages, we now and then 
Tome upon statements which dampen any en¬ 
thusiasm of commendation which a reviewer 
might wish to express. On p. lt> we read that 
** cytrio«e flowers are always actinomorphic, 
being equally exposed to light in all directions. ” 
The implication that 4 actinomorphic,’ i.e., reg¬ 
ular, flowers are so because equally exposed to 
light from fill directions is a bit of deductive 
botany of the Grant Allen school. And the 
assertion that cymose inflorescence and actino- 
morphic flowers always go together is by no 
means true, as witness all Labiatao and a large 
share of other didynamous flowers. The seed 

in Lepidium, on being moistened, darts out 
mucilaginous threads.” Is Dr. Macloskie sure 
of this, or does he infer that there must be suck 
threads because they exist in various other 
seeds and seed-like fruits which develop muci¬ 
lage when wetted? The hypoeotyledonary 
stem “ in the pea is short because the seed ro- 
mains underground.” Were it not better to 
say that the seed remains underground because 
this initial stern does not lengthen ? On p. .82 
it is asserted, or at least implied, that root- 
hairs Install summer long, and may be renewed 
on a surface that has lost them. To Grant 
Allen, in the year 1882, is attributed the idea 
that neutral ray-flowers of Compositae are 
sterilized members set apart and enlarged for 
purposes of display. Has Dr. Maeloskie mot 
witli no earlier exposition of that doctrine? 

Not to prolong questioning, let us say, that, 
for those who are most likely to use this book, 
it was a good idea to devote a few pages at the 
close to the derivation of common terms, Latin 
and Greek root-words, and prefixes, and to 
help those who do not know the Greek alpha¬ 
bet by writing out the words, as nearly as may 
be, in Roman letters, * 


THE GEOLOGY OF BELGIUM. 

Geologit de la Belgique* Par MrcbxL Mouhxgx. 
2voIs. Bruxelles, Haytz % 1880-81. 317; 18*f 
p., illustr. 8°. 

This book, a model in its way, will beread 
with equal profit by the geologist and bv the 
general reader. The geologist will find in it* 
critically exposed, and in a abort andimpflr- 
‘ tial manner* the immense amount of %&&*> 
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and of detail which is scattered in the numer¬ 
ous papers of the Belgian geologists. Any 
one of ordinary intellectual culture, and inter¬ 
ested in Belgium, will find it a clear and read¬ 
able account of the past history and chief 
features of the country* Two causes have 
contributed to make easier the task of the 
author: the works on the geology of Belgium 
t> 3 r d'Oxnnlius, Dewalque, and especially the 
celebrated ‘ Esquiases g^ologiques ’ of Gosselet, 
have already pointed out the way to success; 
and, moreover, the natural disposition of the' 
country allows a very simple grouping of facts. 

Both geologically and geographically, Bel¬ 
gium is formed of two ♦distinct parts. The 
southern half (the Ardennes) is a hilly region, 
a continuation of the old paleozoic nucleus of 
Europe, — the so-called Hercynian mountain- 
range ; the northern half (Flandres, etc.) is a 
flat land or prairie region, and forms part of 
the great plain of northern Europe, the basin 
of the North Sea. The Ardennes is a paleo¬ 
zoic district; Flandres, a tertiary one; the 
trfassic, Jurassic, and cretaceous formations 
forming but a broken belt around the paleo¬ 
zoic masses. All these formations are, how¬ 
ever, studied by the author in a complete 
manner, and their mineralogioal, paleontologi¬ 
cal, and strutigraphicnl characters successively 
described. Both their historical divisions and 
their local extension are given with care. 

Beginning with the older rocks, we first meet 
the Cambrian shales, forming two principal 
ranges (massifs de Roeroy and de Stavelot). 
These rocks can be compared to the Ocoe 
conglomerates and shales of the Appalachian 
region; they contain the curious interbedded 
crystalline porphyroids, so well illustrated by 
do la Valine Poussin and Renarri, whose papers 
are here summarized in two good plates. The 
Silurian beds form two small crests extending 
east and west, through Brabant and Condros, 
and have supplied fossils of Barrande'a second 
fttuniu These beds, like the underlying Cam¬ 
brian, have a southerly dip. The upper Silu¬ 
rian fauna is not represented. 

The folding of the Silurian rocks wag the 
initial cause of the so-called Dinant aud 
Namur devono-carboniferous depressions, or 
basins. ft was, followed by a long-continued 
depression of the area, in consequence of 
which the accumulation of an enormous thick- 
ft€»s of stratified rocks within the great troughs 
Of Dinant and of Namur took placd. This 
doimward bending of the earth's crust did 
not go on continuously, but submitted to some 
related to the breaks and numer- 
. atratigraphical divisions of the Devonian 


formation. The Devonian formation of Ar¬ 
dennes is the most complete and best studied 
in Europe, through the labors of Dumont, 
Gosselet, Dupont, and the author. It shows 
a thick series of four thousand metres of 
alternating fossiliferous shales, sandstones, 
and limestones, marine for the chief part, 
though some beds have furnished Psilophyton 
and other plant-remains. AfterHhe period of 
the? mountain limestone, littoral, brackish 
water, and finally lacustrine and terrestrial 
deposits, came in, and the coal continued 
forming. 

A general movement of elevation succeeded 
towards the end of the coal-measures, and 
folded all the paleozoic sediments as if they 
had been crushed from south to north. This 
thrust had a more violent effect in the Namur 
than in the Dinant basin. In the former are 
comprised the celebrated coal-fields of Mons, 
Li6ge, and Clmrleroy, — the chief causes of 
Belgian prosperity and wealth. 

At the close of the paleozoic period, the 
mountainous region of southern Belgium was 
formed ; and since then it has always been 
exposed to denudation. South of this moun¬ 
tainous district, the Jura-triassic beds of east¬ 
ern Franco now began to accumulate in the 
Gulf of Luxemburg (Buntersandstein and Rea¬ 
per, and the Jurassic from the Avion la contorta 
beds to the middle oolites). These iriesozoie 
seas did not penetrate north of the Ardennes, 
where the lower cretaceous are the most an¬ 
cient mesozoic formations. 

The cretaceous formations in this district 
possess jj’eat interest, notwithstanding their 
small geographical extent. The lower beds 
have furnished the splendid iguanodons of 
the Brussels museum, and the upper ones 
are the well-known Maestricht beds. All are 
chiefly littoral formations ;* and the so-called 
tourtiaa of the middle cretaceous are famous 
by the variety aud richness of their fattnas. 
In the deep and narrow Gulf of Mons, the cre¬ 
taceous beds are found in a chalky condition, 
zis in the Anglo-Ffcnch basins. 

In the neighborhood of Mons and Landcn are 
found the “most ancient representatives known 
in Europe of the tertiary epoch (syst&mos mon- 
tien, heersien), so well illustrated by Comet 
and Briart. The Landenfan system has a 
wider extension, forming, with the other terms 
of the eocene series, nearly all of lower Bel¬ 
gium. Thus it is to the wide-spread mass of 
the London clay, which covers the Landenian 
sands, that Belgium owes its meadows and 
wtfll-witivated fields, which extend in an im* 
mease plain •from the Brabant to the coast, 
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and from Dunkirk to Ostertd. The Bruxellian 
and Laekenian systems form superficial hills in 
the neighborhood of Brussels, Gaud, etc. The 
oligocene system shows two principal divisions 
(tongriau, rtipelian), which stretch across the 
lower part of the river Escaut, where it leaves 
the eocene districts, through which it flows 
in the western part of the country. The plio¬ 
cene formations overlap irregularly the under¬ 
lying tertiary beds, and extend from Antwerp 
to Louvain. Many fine fossils have been found 
, in these beds, where Monrlon admits several 
divisions, — Diestieu (in part), Auvcreien, and 
Scaldisien. The last chapters of the work 
treat of the quaternary (diluvial, hesbayen, 
and catnpinien) and recent periods. 

Though special attention has here been 
given to the etratigraphical extent and dis¬ 
position of the beds, the author has treated 
with equal care of their lithological and paleon¬ 
tological characters, their minerals and fossils, 
and the useful products they furnish to Bel¬ 
gian industry. It will be enough, to indicate 
what amount of documents are included in the 
book, to state that the lists of fossils occupy 
240, and the bibliographical lists 144 pages. 

DU MONCEVS ELECTRO-MAGNETS. 

Electro-magnets. The determination of the elements of 

their construction . By Th. Du Monckl. From 

the second French edition. New York, Van 

Nostrand i 188$. 

The same. Translated from the French by C. J, 

Wharton. London, Spon, 1883. 

Thk great interest in the practical applica¬ 
tions of electricity demands simple treatises on 
the most economical methods of making elec¬ 
tro-magnets. Count Th. Du Moncel has en¬ 
deavored to supply this * want, and has added 
another treatise to* the loug list he has already 
published upon electricity. He disclaims any 
endeavor to make a treatise on electro-mag¬ 
nets which shall embody scientific theories 
upon that most difficult of subjects, theoretical 
magnetism. His desire is to give the mech¬ 
anician a vade mecum by means of which he 
can construct electro-magnets for operations 
outside the laboratory. Indeed, this treatise is 
intended to stand in the same relation to the 
maker of dynamo-electric machines as a trea¬ 
tise on the practical construction of boilers, 
minus theories of elasticity, would stand to 
the constructor of steam-engines. There is 
need for such a treatise, undoubtedly; for 
much expense can be saved by a little knowl¬ 
edge where to put the material to the best 
advantage. Moat of the dynamo machines 


which are befbre the world at the present time 
are defective in the arrangement of the wire 
of the field electro-magnets. Does the trea¬ 
tise of Du Moncel supply this want? The 
author follows the antiquated French fttshion 
of expressing the resistance of a wire in 
terms of the length and diameter, without 
specifying, in many cases, the specific resist¬ 
ance. Thus, instead of ohms, we read so 
many metres of telegraph-wire; arid one must 
enter into a troublesome arithmetical drudgery 
'to ascertain what is meant. The English edi¬ 
tion, published by Spon, states in the preface 
the relation between Du Mon cel’s units and the 
commonly received units of resistance and 
electro-motive force; but the American edi¬ 
tion, published by Van Nostrand, leaves the 
reader to find out this relation after he has 
plodded some distance through the treatise. 

The two imprints, one by Spon and the 
other by Van Nostrand, are carelessly edited. 
Thus, on p. 43 in Van Nostrand, we find an 
inconsistency between the values of t* and A» 

On p. 47, Van Nostrand gives 

ab = £ 0.000506 

- J (0.0225 tfypr'jl 

while Spon gives, on p. 34, 

ab = £ ( .0225 

= -J .000506 yd/P'/*. 

We give this as an example of similar mis- 
takes which meet the eye. The question 
arises whether a more carefhlly prepared 
treatise, which would start with the funda«~ 
mental system of electrical measurements, is 
not still needed. It is useless for any one to* 
endeavor to become a practical electrician 
to-day, without a sound training in mathe¬ 
matics as far as the* principles of the differ¬ 
ential and integral calculus. A genius may 
arise, but he will know enough to employ & 
steady plodder who has been steeped in the 
principles of the calculus. Most constructors 
who desire to build electro-magnets will find 
that the exigences of space and material wftt 
demand a certain form. Unless they under* 
stand the theory of magnetic measurements, 
they will find the treatise of Du Moncel of 
little value; for so many and so large approx¬ 
imations must be made, that the final result 
would not differ much from those obtained by 
a thumb-rule. We commend to the practical. 
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electrician a study of the fundamental mag¬ 
netic measurements rather than the perusal 
of treatises of this nature. 


LEDGER'S SUN AND ITS PLANETS . 

The swn, its planet #, and their satellites. By Rev. 

Edmund Lkdgkr, M.A. London, Stanford , 

1882. 4.12 p, 12°. 

Of late a considerable number of semi- 
popular works have appeared on astronomical 
subjects. They seem to meet a felt want of 
the community, and have been very success¬ 
ful, We call them semi-popular: because, 
while they are not written for professional as¬ 
tronomers, they are adapted, in their style and 
mode of treatment, less to the great masses of 
the business and laboring population than to 
the educated people who are engaged in vari¬ 
ous professional occupations. Those, for in¬ 
stance, who are busy in teaching, or with the 
practice of medicine or law, or w ho are pursu¬ 
ing geological or biological research (in short, 
pretty much all who would naturally subscribe 
for Science) , generally wish to keep an cou- 
rant of what is going on in other than their 
own special lines of work, and are delighted 
to find what they want, when they can get 
it in an attractive form. 

Mr. Ledger’s book is an excellent one of 
this class. It is less diffuse than Mr. Proc¬ 
tor’s essays, and not quite so imaginative. 
It is narrower in its scope than Professor 
Newcomb’s Popular astronomy, but easier 
reading, and fuller of detail in respect to the 
subjects of which it does treat. It makes no 
special claims to origUmlit}', but is accurate 
and clear, and the style is unpretentious and 
agreeable. The book is nicely gotten up, and 
very well illustrated. Altogether, we have no 


hesitation in pronouncing it a volume well 
worth reading and possessing. 

It is made up of fifteen lectures read in 
1881 and 1882 in Gresham college, London* 
Two are upon the sun, two are devoted to the 
moon, two to the earth, and two to Jupiter and 
his satellites. Each of the other plauets has a 
chapter to itself (counting the group of plane¬ 
toids as one), and there is a chapter entitled 
‘ Ptolemy versus Copernicus.’ Naturally, the 
lectures are not ail of equal interest and value ; 
but none of them are poor, or could be well 
dispensed with. The chapters upon Mars and 
Lire planetoids strike us as particularly good, 
and contain information not otherwise very 
easily accessible. The chapters on the sun 
and moon are also excellent, though naturally 
enough, in the main, only an abridgment and 
compilation from the recent books on these 
subjects; to which books the author hand¬ 
somely acknowledges his obligations. 

There are remarkably few mistakes in the 
work : in fact, in reading it over for this notice, 
we have found none at all, unless we count as 
such, a blunder in the illustration on p. 147, 
representing the comparative size of the sun 
as seen from Mercury at perihelion and aphe¬ 
lion ; the difference being represented very much 
greater than the truth. Speaking of illustra¬ 
tions, the fine Woodbury-typc of the eclipse of 
1871 deserves special mention, and several of 
the pictures of Mars and Jupiter are unusually 
excellent. It is rather a pity that a few pages 
of tables were not appended, containing the 
numerical statistics of the planetary system. 
They toQuld have greatly increased the value of 
the book for those who wish not merely to read 
it once, but to keep it on their shelves for 
occasional reference. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


ASTRONOMY. 

Flexure of the broken transit. —* Professor C. A. 
Young, after alluding to the fact that the flexure-cor¬ 
rection of this peculiar form of transit is not treated of 
in any of the common text-books on practical astron¬ 
omy (not evenin Sawitsch, who specially describes and 
discusses the instrument Itself), states the theory of 
the correction to transits of stars observed with 
the ‘broken transit,’ which Is often so great as to 
amount to a large fraction of a second of time at the 
uenRh. The constant of flexure must be known, and 
' its effect eliminated, before the collimation error can 
be determined by reversal of the instrument on a 
Clmmpolar star. The correction has the same co¬ 


efficient with the level-error; and denoting this lat¬ 
ter, as usually obtained, by 6, the flexure-constant 
by /, and the pivot-correction by p, the complete 
formula for the * level-constant ’ Is [6 ± (/ ± p)]* 
Thus, by flexure, the time of transit of a star is af¬ 
fected by/ cos z sec d. The sign of / changes with 
the reversal of the instrument, being always plus 
for eye east, and minus for eye west. Prof. Young 
gives several methods of determining/: by observ¬ 
ing zenith stars in reversed positions of the instru¬ 
ment, by means of the collimating eye-piece and 
metcury-basin, or a vertical collimator supported 
above the instrument, and by least-square treatment 
of equations $lven by repeated observation of suit- 
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able star# in both positions of the instrument. 
Some forms of the 4 broken telescope * transit, espe¬ 
cially those with a slender axis require the addition 
of terms Involving other functions of z than its 
cosine. Prof. Watson found for a Stack pole transit a 
flexure-correction of the form (/cos z +/ cos 2 z) sec d. 
But if the axis Is reasonably stiff, the second terra U 
never sensible. — ( Sid. mess., June.) i>. r. t, [1 

MATHEMATICS. 

Double theta-functions.-t-M. Ca«pary gives Sn 
account of some of the more elementary theorems 
concerning the theta-functions of two variables. He 
proves first, in a very simple manner, that the squared 
functions can be arranged in the form of a determi¬ 
nant of the fourth order which satisfies all the condi¬ 
tions of a determinant of an orthogonal substitution. 
He derives also the Cope! relations between these 
fnnetioftsand their application to Rummer's surface. 
A number of other fundamental theorems are also 
arrived at in* a very elementary manner, making the 
paper a valuable introduction to the study of the 
double theta-functions. — (Joura. reine ang. math., 
xcfv. no. 1.) t. C. [2 

Periodic functions. — M. RnrvHtz discusses sin¬ 
gle-valued 2 n-fold periodic functions which through¬ 
out a finite region have the character of rational 
functions, and which arc real for real values of their 
arguments. More exactly lie examine* the properties 
Of the periods of such Abelian integrals a* belong to a 
real algebraic form (yebilde). Bv a real algebraic 
form he means the aggregate of all pairs of values of 
(or* ?a! whhih satisfy an irreducible algebraic equation 
(Fix, y) as 0) who*© coefficients are all real. Defin¬ 
ing a periodic function by the equation 
^U, 4* + Pi , . . tin 4* Pn) = 0(«n Its , . . U«)i 

the complex of quantities Pa is called a period of the 
function 0, a single one of these quantities being 
called a modulus of periodicity. A period Is then 
real or pure imaginary when the moduli of periodicity 
which constitute It are real or pure imaginary. The 
principal theorem arrived at by the author Is as 
follows: let e(u M u 9 . . . denote a single-valued 
2n-fold periodic function which everywhere through¬ 
out a finite region possesses the character of a national 
function, and which takes real values whenever its 
arguments are real; then there are always n period- 
pairs,. 

{F i /s,P?0 • * * F njj)» (Pi ( n4p F ^*»n4^* • • F n,ti4 p)» 
which form together a system of primitive periods of 
the function, and which are of such a nature, that, for 
each pair, one of the two conditions following is satis¬ 
fied: either the first period (P^ . .. P n ^) is real, and 
the second period (Pi, n 4 $ «* • Pn, » 4 . $M» purely 
Imaginary; or the first period is real, and the period 
(2 P,, n 4- J8 - Pufi -.. 2Pn,n + e ~ Pn$) 1* purely 
Imaginary. — (Journ, reine ang » math xciv, no. 1 .) 
T. c. [3 

PHYSIOS. 

liquefaction of nitrogen and oarbonlo oxide. 
— S. Wroblewsky and K. Olszewski give a more 
detailed account of the liquefaction of nitrogen 
(Science, l, 970). The gas remained Invisible when 


[Voi* II./Hdi 

submitted to a pressure of one hundred and fifty at¬ 
mospheres and a temperature of — Ififi 0 ; but, when 
the pressure was slowly reduced to fifty atmospheres, 
the gas was liquefied, presenting a visible meniscus, 
and evaporating very rapidly. Under the same con¬ 
ditions, the authors succeeded in liquefying carbonic 
oxide, which formed a colorless liquid with a visible 
meniscus, — {Comptea rendus, xevi. 1225.) c. v. M. 

[* 

Optioa, 

Mirage. —In an article entitled “State of the 
ptmnsphere which produces the forms of mirage ob¬ 
served by Vince and byScoresby,” Prof. Tait presents 
some very interesting researches regarding these par¬ 
ticular forms of mirage. After an historical note, in 
which he refers to two valuable contributions to the 
subject by Wall oat on and hy Biot, which go far to¬ 
ward a solution of the problem, but have unfortu¬ 
nately fallen into oblivion, he presents his own 
investigations. His method consists in treating the 
curvature of a ray of light In the same way as the 
motion of a projectile; the two cases corresponding 
when, in ihe case of mirage, the square of the index 
of refraction of the air Is proportional to the distance 
from a given horizontal plane. 

He finds, however, that, “ whatever be the law of 
refractive index of t the air (provided it be the same 
at the same elevation), all we have to do to find the 
various possible images of an object at the same 
level as the eye is to draw the curve 0 / vertices for 
all rays pawing through the eye in the vertical plane 
containiwt the eye and the object , and find its infer- 
section with the uertical line midway between the eye 
and the object” By making suitable suppositions 
regarding the change of density, he finds that “ the 
conditions requisite for the production of Vince’s 
phenomenon are a stratum in which the refractive 
index diminishes upwards to a nearly stationary state, 
and below it % stratum in which the upward diminu¬ 
tion is either less, or vanishes altogether.” It will be 
seen that the solution of the problem of atmospheric 
density and refraction by this means Is entirely In¬ 
determinate. The supposition of Prof. Talt satisfies 
the conditions presented by the observations of Vince; 
but that it is the only law or the true law must be 
verified by Investigations of a different nature. 

The method is especially valuable in Its inverse form 
as affording a test of supposed laws of density and re- 
. fraction in their ability to furnish the various phe¬ 
nomena of mirage. — (Nature, May 24.) o. gu o, 

[5 

(Photography.) 

Concentrated developer in one solution. — , 
Where the photographer intends to travel, and devel- 
ope on the route* U is very desirable to reduce his 
chemical outfit to the smallest bulk and to the fewest 
liquids possible. Mr, G. Cramer, the dry-plate manu¬ 
facturer, gives the following formula for a developer, 
which he considers gives the best of results, and at 
the same time has the advantage of extreme porta¬ 
bility. r M 

Stock solution, J 

Sulphite of soda (crystals) , . > * , 9 ounces. 
Bromide ofammonlura i ounce, . 
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Bromide of potassium..* H ounces. 

FyrogaUie acid.2 ounces. 

Dissolve in distilled water.32 ounce*. 

Add sulphuric acid (c. p.) .... 120 minims. 


Add aqua ammonia (strongest) . , . 3 ounces. 
Add water to make up bulk to ... 40 ounces. 

The sulphuric acid and aqua ammonia should be 
measured very exactly. Instead of three ounces of 
crystals, two ounces of cranular sulphite of soda may 
be substituted to produce the same effect. Dilute a 
sufficient quantity for one day’s use as follows: for 
ordinary purposes, one part, in eleven; for very short 
exposures, one part in tbreo to six: for over-exposed 
plates, or in all cases where great intensity and con¬ 
trast are desirable, one part in twenty. This devel¬ 
oper may bo used repeatedly if it Is always returned 
immediately (o the pouring-bottle, which should be 
provided with a tight-fitting rubber stopper. As long 
as the solution remains transparent, it is good; but, 
when it looks muddy Its use should be discontinued. 
— (PhilatL phot) June.) w. n. p. (6 

ENGINEERING. 

Mill-engine*. — The Southwark iron foundry has 
constructed for Messrs. Cheney Brothers of Smith 
Manchester, Conn., a compound * Porter-Alien ’ en¬ 
gine, having stcam-cylinders 32 and 21 inches diam¬ 
eter, 2-feet stroke, to run at 380 revolutions per 
minute. The power is given at 200 horse-power. The 
ratio of expansion 1$ 16. The expenditure of water 
wan 18.5 pounds per hprse-power and per hour. Of 
this, 11.7ft was accounted for by the indicator: the 
rest was wasted by condensation in the steam-cyl¬ 
inders and by leakage. In these engines the low- 
pressure cylinder is steam-jacketed, and the exhaust 
from the high-pressure cylinder passes into an inter¬ 
mediate reservoir, from which the large cylinder is 
supplied. The reservoir acta as a separator for the 
water carried In with the steam; and this water is 
trapped off, and does not reach the low-pressure cyl¬ 
inder. — {Mechanics May 19.) it. u. T. [7 

Compressed eteet *—Test* have been made at 
the Watertown arsenal on cold-worked steel made 
by Naylor A Co. at the Norway steel and iron works, 
Boston, Mass. The elastic limit Is raised from 26,540 
pounds per square Inch (1,966 kgs. per aq. cm.), in 
the hot-rMled bar. to 61,00ft pounds (4,288 kgs.) in the 
cold^rolled steel. The ultimate strength is increased 
from 55,400 pounds {*,m kgs.) to 70,420 (5,140 kgs.), 
In one case, and to 81,890 (5,757 kgs.) in another. The 
results of tests made at the mechanical laboratory of 
the department of engineering of tbe Stevens insti¬ 
tute of technology are given, showing the increase 
due to cold rolling to be 70 per cent of the original 
torsional strength with iron, and over 150 per cent 
■' with soft steel. The resilience, or shock-resisting 
' poster, was increased, in an average of three testa, 
nearly $00 per cent in iron, and to double the latter 
qpantUy in steel. — ( Ibid.) it. h. T. |8 

:-M Wme-fuae for artillery .— OoK Richardson, B A,, 
Ands that all the forms of time-fuses at present in 
vtifo are unsatisfactory, since they depend for their 


accuracy on the length of time during which a given 
column of composition burns; and this is a matter 
which is difficult of control at the best. He proposes 
to take advantage of the rapid and regular rotation 
of the shell during its flight by which to work a 
mechanism, which shall liberate a concussion-fuze 
at any desired moment.— {Proc. rvy . artiii. inst., 
April, 1888. ) c. k. m. [9 

CHEMISTRY. 

m 

((rcnerat, physical, and inorganic,) 

Basic sulphates of copper. — By continued boil¬ 
ing of a solution of cupric sulphate, S, U. Picker¬ 
ing obtained a basic sulphate, to which he assigns 
tiie formula OCuO . 2SO* . 511*0. Precipitation 
in the cold with potassic hydrate gave the basic salt 
4CuO . SO*. — ( Cham, news, xlvii. 381.) c. F. u. 

[10 

The hydrates of chlorine. —E. Maumenfc thinks 
that the hydrate 01.1011*0, mentioned by Faraday, 
does not exist. Maumenfe observed the formation of 
the hydrate 01.4H ? C, which crystallized In cubes, 
and of tlie hydrate Cl. 7 11*0 in well-marked crystals. 
With an excess of water, the hydrate Cl. 4^0 is 
converted into the form Cl . 12H*0, which forms 
orthorhombic crystals. — [hull. soc. cMm., xxxix. 
307.) C. K. M. [XX 

Ammoniacal bromides and oxy-bromldea of 
zinc. — When zinc oxide is dissolved with the aid 
of heat in a solution of ammonic bromide, G. And rtf 
states that the compound SZnBr* . 8 NIC, , H v O is 
formed. This compound is completely decomposed 
when boiled with a large quantity of water, leaving 
only the oxide. The compound 3 Znllr*. 4NH a . H*0 
is formed when the experiment is conducted in the 
cold. On passing dry ammonia gas into a solution 
of zinc bromide, it, is absorbed, with the formation of 
the prodmrt 8 ZnBr v . 6NH S ► JI 2 0. The compound 
2ZnBr,. . n NH ; , results when the ammoniacal bro¬ 
mide 2ZnBr* . 5NH a . 2 H-O is heated. The follow¬ 
ing oxy-bromides were prepared by methods similar 
to those which give the oxy-chlorldes: ZnRr* . 
4ZnO . 13H*0, ZnBr* . 4ZnO . 19H*0, ZnBr* . 
5ZnO .611*0, ZnBr* . 6ZnO . S5H*0. — {Hull. soc. 
cAf/n., xxxix. 398.} c. F. M. [12 

Artificial hausmannite. — By heating manganous 
chloride to the point of fusion for several hours, A. 
Gorgen obtained crystals, on cooling, which possessed 
all the properties of the miueral hausmannite.— 
(Comptes rendus, xcvl. 1144.) c. f. m. [X3 

Formation of sulphides by pressure. — W. 
Spring submitted finely divided magnesium with tlie 
amount of sulphur calculated for one atom to a press¬ 
ure of sixty-five hundred Atmospheres. The prod¬ 
uct proved to be a homogeneous mass which gave 
off hydrie sulphide when heated with water to 50° or 
60°, Zinc sulphide was formed by subjecting a mix¬ 
ture Of zinc and sulphur to the same pressure. Iron 
united with sulphur, forming, probably, a polysul¬ 
phide, Cadmium gave a yellow powder, from which 
hydrochloric acid liberated hydrie sulphide. Sul¬ 
phides of aluminum, bismuth, lead, silver, copper, 
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tin, and antimony were obtained by this process.— 
(Berichte deutach* chqn. gmelUch, xvl. 99ft.) o. f, m. 

[14 

Determination of nitrogen. — A new method 
for determining nitrogen, applicable to all nitrogen 
compounds, is proposed by H. Urouven. It consists 
essentially in burning the substance at a bright-red 
heat in a current of superheated steam. He first ap¬ 
plied the process on the large scale to the production 
of ammonium salts from peat, but has since perfected 
it as an analytical method. The substance is burned 
in a boat, and the vapors arising from It are passed 
over a glowing layer of small fragments of a prepa¬ 
ration called by the author ‘contact-mass’, and then 
through standard acid, as in the soda-lime method. 
The contact-mass consists of an ignited mixture of 
peat, chalk, and cement clay In certain proportions, 
and must be renewed after about fifty combustions. 
The advantages claimed for the method are, that com¬ 
bustions may succeed each other rapidly in the same 
apparatus (constructed of iron, with asbestos stop¬ 
pers), that large quantities of material (two to three 
.grams) may be used, that no drying or pulverization is 
necessary, and that it may be combined with an ash 
determination. Nitrates are dissolved with addition 
of sugar, sufficient clay Is added to make a stiff 
dough, and the latter is introduced into the appa¬ 
ratus. The method is said to give concordant results, 
which are slightly higher than those obtained by the 
soda-lime method. — {Landto. vers.-stat ., xxviil, 848.) 
H. F. A, (15 

AGRICULTURE. 

Chemistry of ' falry-rlnga.’ — The formation on 
pasture-land of so-called * fairy-rings,’ that is, of circles 
of dark-green grass more luxuriant than the sur¬ 
rounding herbage, has long been supposed to be con¬ 
nected with the growth and decay of fungi, which 
serve as manure for the grasses which succeed them. 
The effect has by some been ascribed chiefly to the 
ash of the fungi, while others attribute it largely to 
their nitrogen. Two views are possible in regard to 
the way in which the fungt enrich the soil. They 
may hAve the power of attacking those organic and 
mineral matters in the soil which are not available 
as food for higher plants, and so of converting them 
into an available form, or it is possible that they 
have the power to assimilate free nitrogen from the 
air, and thus increase the store of this element in 
the soil. Lawes, Hilbert, and Warington have en¬ 
deavored to decide between these alternatives by ana¬ 
lyzing samples of soil from within, on, and outside of, 
several such rings. Almost uniformly the percent¬ 
age of nitrogen in the surface-soil to the depth of 
nine inches was greatest outside the ring, least 
within it, and Intermediate on the ring. The results 
of the carbon determinations were similar, but less 
uniform. The authors conclude that the fungi sim¬ 
ply render more available to vegetation materials 
already existing in the soil; and that, as these mate¬ 
rials are taken up and removed In the more abundant 
growth which follows, the soil is naturally impover¬ 
ished. This conclusion applies, in th £ e first place, to 


the nitrogen ; but It would seeth that it must be equal¬ 
ly true of the ash Ingredients. Whether there may 
not also be an evolution of free nitrogen by the fungi, 
or whether, on the other hand, nitrogen may not be 
assimilated from the air, are undetermined questions ; 
but the phenomena are explainable without these sup¬ 
positions. — (Journ, ckem . *oc. t ccxlvi. 208.) h, p. a. 

[ 1 * 

GEOLOGY. 

Fueroo beds in France. — Professor E. D. Cope 
referred to an analysis by Dr. Lemolne of the marsu¬ 
pial types belonging to the faune cernaysienne as 
having been made considerably later than the speak¬ 
er’s diagnosis of similar forms from the Puerco beds, 
which belong to the same geological horizon. He 
claimed, that, as the age of the American formation 
had been the first to be definitely determined, its name 
should be applied to the corresponding French de¬ 
posits.— ( Acad . nat . $c. Philadmeeting June 12.) 

(17 

The Allegheny oil-sands. — Mr. C. A. Ashburner 
stated that he had recently examined the Allegheny 
oil-fields of western New York, and had been able to 
determine one or two points of interest both to com¬ 
merce and to geology. After defining the Bradford 
and Allegheny oil-fields, the varying horizons of the 
oil-supply were alluded to. He had determined that 
the Allegheny oil-sands of New York were not above 
the Bradford sands of Pennsylvania, but wore the 
same. Investigations extended Into Livingston, Steu¬ 
ben, and Wyoming counties, N.Y., established the 
belief that the sands alluded to belong to the 
lower Chemung group. Mr. Ashbumer further re¬ 
marked, that, while these sands are doubtless for the 
most part reservoirs of oil produced in lower strata, 
some of the material was formed from plants con¬ 
tained In the sands themselves. The oil in Pennsyl¬ 
vania never reaches the reservoirs from above. 

Mr. Benjamin S. Lyman stated his belief that the 
oil always originates in the sand where it Is found. 
(Acad, nat sc.; meeting June 12.) (18 

GEOGRAPHY. 

{Arctic.) 

Northern notes, Atlantic region. — The Ger¬ 
mania sailed from Hamburg, June 20, with provisions 
and instruments for the German expedition at Cum¬ 
berland Inlet. —- The departure of the Willem 
Barents in search of the Dutch expedition on the 
Varna took place as proposed. — The account 
recently published of the wintering at Cape Flora, 
Franz Josef Land, by the Eira party, contains numer¬ 
ous Items of Interest in connection with the proposed 
use of this land as a starting-point or base for more 
northerly expeditions. As might be expected from the 
insularity of the land, the winter is milder than in 
the same latitude on the west Greenland coast. The 
land is probably slowly riling, like most other arctic 
land. Terraces ninety feet above the sea-level wmw 
observed. Resident land-animals, such as reindeer, 
arctic hares or rabbits, and ptarmigan, there are none* 
Of wandering arctic animals who live in the see or; 
on the ice, and are common to the whole froxen re* 4 
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gion, and sea-birds, there is a certain supply, the for¬ 
mer being present the year round, though only male 
bears occur in winter, and the smalt auks for two- 
thirds of the year. The lowest temperature observed 
was forty-three degrees below aero, Fahrenheit, and 

this in latitude 80°.-Tromholt, whose researches 

Into the aurora borealis have proved its connection 
with electrical discharges from the earth, proposes to 
spend the winter 1883-84 In Iceland, devoting himself 
to similar studies with Lemstrom’s apparatus, and on 

the lines indicated by him.-The U.S.S. Yantic 

sailed June 14, from New York, to join the Proteus 
at St. Johns, Ensign H. G. Dreael, U.S. N., accom¬ 
panies the Yantic as naturalist. Later advices an¬ 
nounce the departure of both vessels from St. Johns 

for Lady Franklin Bay, June 29,-The Danish 

South Greenland expedition has arrived at its field 
of work, and at last accounts expected to begin 
operations immediately. — w. n. i>. [19 

northern notes, Pacific region.—June 2, the 
steamship Dakota left San Francisco for an excur¬ 
sion throughout south-eastern Alaska with a large 
number of excursionists. Similar excursions are 

planned for July and August.-The schooner Leo 

has sailed from San Francisco to Point Barrow, to 
relieve Lieut. Ray and his party, and to obtain 
absolute magnetic astronomical and pendulum ob¬ 
servations at the station. Returning, Mr. Clarke of 
the signal-service will relieve the present officer at 
St. Michaels, Norton Sound, and take charge of the 
station, which will be the most northern signal-ser¬ 
vice station then In operation. — A vessel for the 
hydrographic exploration of the waters of Alaska, 
under the auspices of the U.S, coast-survey, is about 
to be constructed on the Atlantic coast, and sent out 
ttfd Cape Horn, it being found that the expense of 
building her on the Pacific coast would considerably 

exceed the funds available.-The last reports from 

the mines near Juneau, Alaska, are very favorable: 
the owners of one mine ‘ cleaned up * $9,000 in April; 
$80,000 have been refused by the owners of another 
claim. A number of miners will have preceded 
Lieut. Schwatka on his journey down the Lewis and 
Yukon rivers this season, bound to join the Schreffelln 
party on the Tananah. If these numerous prospect¬ 
ors and adventurers were to record their observa¬ 
tions, doubtless much valuable information on other 
than mining topics might be preserved, — The 
rock upon which the steamer Eureka was lost last 
month proves to be a previously unknown danger. 
—- The decrease of salmon In the rivers of Oregon 
and elsewhere has led to much activity in pushing 
out into the new north-west in search of unplllaged 
streams. A great many new salmon-fisheries have 
been established at various points in British Colum¬ 
bia and Alaska.-The U. S. S, Adams is to visit 

the (aland of Kadiak on her summer cruise.-The 

authorities of British Columbia have instituted an 
exploration of tbe Queen Charlotte Islands with 
e to agricultural lands. Tbe north-eastern 
portion of the northern island has been noted for 
nearly a century for Us attractive aspect. The Hudson 
company has long had a station at the entrance 


of Massett Inlet (named Hancock River by Capt, 
Crowell of Boston in 1791), where potatoes and other 
vegetables flourish; and the fat and sleek appearance 
of the cattle has been often mentioned by more recent 
visitors. The western coast of these islands has 
hardly been visited by explorers since Ingraham, in 
1791, made his sketch-map of the coast. It is high 
and mountainous as far as known, and, like the 
south-eastern part of the group, likely to be chiefly 

valuable for Its timber, minerals, and fish.-The 

body of a white man murdered by the British Indi¬ 
ans has been found near Mllbank Sound, concealed 
near the shore; while two Alaskan Indians, who 
enlivened a visit to British Columbia by slaying two 
Chinamen, have been sentenced to be hanged at 

Victoria, V.I.-The steamer Pinta of the U. S. 

navy, which was prepared for police-duty and explo¬ 
ration on the Alaskan coast, and lately pronounced 
unseaworthy, has been re-examined, and the decision 
reversed : she will sail shortly vid Cape Horn under 
the command of Lieut. Uriel Sebree, U.S.N. This 
voyage will offer excellent opportunities for scientific 
observations en route. — The U. S. S. Corwin, under 
the command of Capt. Healy, has sailed under in¬ 
structions to visit Juneau, and settle certain quar¬ 
rels between American and British miners there, 
then to proceed to the Prlbiloff Islands to protect the 
seal-fisheries; after which St. Lawrence Bay, Bering 
Strait, will be visited, ami the presents from the gov¬ 
ernment to those hospitable ChukcUls who preserved 
the lives of the Rodgers party will be delivered, arc¬ 
tic whiskey*smugglers looked after, and the usual 
observations made. — w. u. i>. [20 

BOTANY. 

Cryptogams. 

Notea on Laminariae. — In the fourth part of his 
Observations phycologicae, Prof, J. E. Areschoug 
gives a revision of some species of Laminaria and 
related genera, including several of the forms found 
in the United States. lie considers that L. platy- 
merls, Dc la Pyl., is the same as L. Clouatonl, which 
he places in the genus Ilafgygia, to which he considers 
that L. Andersonii also belongs. — w. O. F. [21 

Iowa fungi—Professor J. C. Arthur gives very full 
descriptions of twelve species of Iowa Uromyces, 
including one new species, U. acuminatus, on Spftr- 
tlna. At the end is an index of synonyms and 
host-plants. — {Hull, Minn, acrid., 11. 1 w. q. f. [22 

Injurious Algae. — In a paper on some Algae of 
Minnesota supposed to be poisonous, Prof. J. C. 
Arthur gives an account of a species of Uivularia 
infesting the water of ponds at Waterville, Minn., 
and supposed to be tbe cause of death or injury to 
cattle. Ho also describes the condition of Lake 
Phalen, near St. Paul, In which he found several 
species of Nostochaceae. — (Bud. Minn . acad., ii.) 
w. a. f. [23 

Ohio fungi —In a continuation of his paper on 
the mycologlc flora of the Miami valley, Mr, A. F. 
Morgan gives a description of the Hyporhodli, Deis 
mini, Protein, gpd Coprlnaril of the region mentioned, 
including sixty-five species. — w. o. f. [2$ 
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Fhenoganw. 

Formation of cystoliths, — Chareyre has exam¬ 
ined the development of these bodies with special 
reference to the source of the materials from which 
they are produced. He finds that the food-reserve in 
seeds of Urticnceae is composed of aleuron grains 
possessing * globoids;’ and yet the calcareous mat¬ 
ter forming the globoids, though disappearing at the 
period of germination, does not contribute to the 
formation of the cystoliths. Sometimes, when grown 
upon pure sand, the seedlings exhibit the pedicle of 
the cystolitil. but nothing more. Upon chalky soil, 
or even on! in ary earth, the cystoliths appear very 
soon,—in fact, as soon as the cotyledons are disen¬ 
gaged from the seed-coats. If the seeds are made to 
germinate in darkness, even if other conditions are 
favorable, the cystoliths remain in the rudimentary 
state. Furthermore, in some cases, cystoliths already 
formed disappear u}K>n keeping the planLs In dark¬ 
ness. — [Comptea rendus , May 28.) o. g. [25 

ZOOLOGY. 

OoelenteraUs. 

A new hydroid polyp. — Professor E. P. Cope 
described an interesting form of bydroid polyp found 
in large numbers on the bark of submerged trees In 
Upper Klamath Lake, Oregon. Its coenoeeium is a 
mass of creeping yellowish stems embedded in sar- 
Code. Each zo6kl is of an elongate oval form, sessile, 
ami with six rays of equal size, each one-half as Jong 
as the body. The zooids are translucent, but with 
two oval bodies in the lower half of the body-cavity 
of a yellow color. These are collected in masses as 
large as the fist. The length of each zooid is one 
miiJimetre. They did not extend themselves beyond 
this length, neither did the rays elongate to beyond 
half the same during the time they were observed. 
They retracted themselves on being irritated. They 
do not possess any fringes like the arms of the 
polyzoa. As the possession of a coenoeeium dis¬ 
tinguishes this genus from all the fresh-water by- 
droids, it was proposed to distinguish it as the type 
of a new genus with the name Khizohydra, the 
species being named flavitincta. An attempt to pre¬ 
serve some of the masses of zooids in alcohol was 
not successful. — (Acad. nat. sc. Phllad.; meeting 
June lb.) [26 

Kollaskst 

Abyssal molluska.— The fifth part of the Mol¬ 
luscs of the Lightning and Porcupine expeditions, 
by Dr. J. Gwyn Jeffreys, has been received. It treats 
of the Solenoconchia, Polyplacopbora, Docoglossa, 
and scutibranchiate limpets, contains supplementary 
notes to the preceding four parts, and is illustrated by 
two excellent plates. The number of species first 
described herein Is not large; but a surprising num¬ 
ber of facts as to distribution, synonymy, biography, 
and external anatomy, arc brought together. In 
adopting a later name than Acinaea for that genus, 
he observes that in the original description no type 
or species was mentioned by FNchschftltz, but has 
apparently overlooked the fact that the same is true 
of the genus Tectum, by which he would replace 
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Acmaea.-Parts xv. and xvi. of the preliminary 

descriptions of the Mollusc* of the Challenger expe¬ 
dition, by Rev. R. Boog-WaUon, are at hand. They 
cover the Uanellldae, Muricidae, Scnlariklae, and 
Soiariidae in the first, and the Fissure! lid tic and 
Cocculinidae in the second part. Quite a number of 
the species are from comparatively slialiow water. 
JSighfc new species of Puncturella were obtained 
from one dredging at a locality north of Culebra 
Island, near St. Thomas, in the Danish West Indies. 
One of these is the largest yet known. The common 
PunctirtvJla noachina Linn, of British, north-east 
American, ami Alaskan seas was obtained In the 
Straits of Magellan, at Kerguelen Island, and at a 
station between these two, which seems truly re¬ 
markable. The operculum of Nassaria karnpyla 
Watson, and the dentition of a new species of Coecu- 
lina from the. Philippine Islands, arc ft an red. The 
teeth closely resemble in general features those of 
the American species, except that the median tooth 
is more, and Iho major laterals le-B, developed than 
in the forms obtained by the U, fe>. fish-commUsion. 
The descriptions are in the full amt faithful manner 
characteristic of Mr. Watson’s work. — w. u. Jt>. 
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Haemoglobin in the blood of Branohiopoda. 

— Some years ago E. Van Beneden discovered a dou¬ 
ble system of circulation in some of the parasitic 
Cope pod a like tit at in many annelids, and described 
a complicated system of vessels with true walls, filled 
with a red fluid containing haemoglobin, but no cor¬ 
puscles, and entirely distinct from the lacunar sys¬ 
tem with colorless fluid containing corpuscles. P. 
Regnant and R. Blanchard find a similar system in 
A pus, and believe that it exLts also In some Cladocera 
and Ostracoda. Chemical examination convinces 
them that true haemoglobin U present In the blood 
of A pus, is always combined with oxygen, and plays 
some part in respiration. — ( Zuol . anz., May 7,1883.) 
s. i. F. [28 

Fresh-water Copepoda. — F. W. Cragln enu¬ 
merates the genera of free-swimming Copepoda 
known to inhabit inland waters, describes and fig¬ 
ures ten species of Cyclops, half of them new, from 
Cambridge, Mass., and publishes a translation of de¬ 
scriptions in Russia of several species of Cyclops by 
Poggenpol. Mr, Cragin notes the occurrence of the 
gregarinian, Lagenella nobilis, in North American 
species of Cyclops. — ( Trans. Kansas acad, $c, 9 VlU, 
1883.) e. i. s. [29 

, InBMta. 

The male genital armature of Lepidoptera, — 

Considering how important a use bas been made of 
these organs to distinguish species in nearly all other 
groups of insects. U Is a little surprising to see how 
few lepidoptcrists have availed themselves of the : 
excellent marks of distinction they afford, Hambur 
in 1839 (whose writings Gosae in the paper before US 
entirely overlooks), <le Haan In 1812, and recently Dtp- ' 
chanau White, ate the only European authors who!.; 
have paid any attention to these organs In butterflies 
and Scudder and Burgess stand alone in this country. . 
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la the present paper, Gosse describes and figures their 
appearance in eleven species of Ornithoptera, and 
flfty^eix species of Papilio, Including our own Thoaa 
and Turmis. In one, P, Schmeltzi, he found a slight 
asymmetry in the armature of the two clashes. 
Gosse gives new names to nearly all the parts. The 
side-plates, or flaps, which Conceal the whole, he 
terms, as usual, ‘valves;’ the inwardly projecting 
armature of the interior of these, the Miarpes;’ the 
beak-like mesial prolongation of the eighth abdominal 
segment, the 4 uncus the unpaired appendage lying 
between It and the Intremittent organ, the * scaphiutn/ 
He has done particular service in the care with which 
he has reproduced the scaphium, —-an organ consist¬ 
ing, in the swallow-tails, of chitiuous points on a mem¬ 
branous body, and therefore badly distoriod in drier! 
specimens. This, portion was studied and drawn after 
it had been made to assume its natural fresh appear¬ 
ance by absorbing a drop of water. The variety and 
strangeness of form and armature assumed by these 
parts, and particularly by the so-called scaphlum and 
harpes, is very remarkable. In his naming of these 
parts anew, Oossc has burdened us with new terms 
for organs which are abundantly named already ; hut 
they will, perhaps, have their advantages, if they do 
not survive after homotogues in other insects are 
pointed out. In his remarks on these organs in 
other butterflies, Gosso fails to see the homologies 
Which exist, and which Burgess points out in part 
in a paper which Gosse appears not to have seen 
mvm t JSont, hoc. nat. /lint,), and Buchanan 
White as well (Trans. Linn, sot’., £odi., i. ;K>8), III 
brief, it may be stated that the organs in butter¬ 
flies consist, besides the intromit tent organ, of 
simply an unpaired upper organ, and paired lower 
appendage® ; both of which arc attached, the upper 
immovably, to the ninth abdominal segment. The 
Upper organ usually takes the form of a hook, and the 
lower, of claspers. In the PapUionides, however 
{including In that both swallow-tails and piertds), the 
dorautn of the Hyhth segment of the abdomen is pro¬ 
longed posteriorly into a terminal hook overlying and 
concealing the true upper appendage, and at flrst 
Tcadlly mistaken for it, as shown in the aw&iiow-uils 
by White and in the plerlds by Burgess. Burgess 
also allows that false claspers exist in Danais, differ¬ 
ing only from true claspers in not being articulated. 
Bearing lh mind the attachment of the different ex¬ 
ternal organs ancillary to generation, their homolo¬ 
gies throughout the insects are not difficult to trace, 
Buchanan White termed the * upper organ * of Scud- 
dor and Burgess the ‘tegumen/ and their ‘clasps,’ 
# harpagones/ The uncus of Gos«e (which on rare 
ocpaelbns is wanting in some swallowtails) is there¬ 
fore no proper part of the ordinary organs ancillary 
to generation, but a prolongation of the eighth abdom¬ 
inal segment. The scaphlum is the upper organ, or 
the tegumen, of White ; the valves of Gosse, the 
clasps of Sc udder and Burgess or the harpagones of 
White ; and the harpe, merely the armature of the 
clasp, which Is extremely varied and complex, not 
<fady in the group where Oosse has so well illustrated 
!ft, but also in many skippers : indeed, this blaarre form 


of armature, both of 4 scapbium * and * harpe/ is anew 
indication of the alliance between the swallow-tails 
and skippers. We may further remark, tlmt, If the 
old genus Papilio la the sooner broken up by tho 
additional help afforded by these new studies, Gosse 
will have done systematises a real service. ■— {Trans. 
Linn. hoc. Lond., Zo oh, ii. 2(55.) s. u, s. 130 

VERTEBRATES. 

'Chemistry and physiology of blood-aerum. —• 

In dc^teftjbich have boon starved for a period of live 
or si;^HgS, and which previous to the eommence- 
ment VRKp starvation bail been fed for two or three 
weeks «H£rse-flesh freed as far as possible from fat, 
BurckluH£ finds a diminution in the total amount 
of protein® in the blond-serum, the loss varying from 
4% to 1U % of the original amount of protekU present. 
Of the two proteids of serum, the quantity of serum- 
globulin increases during starvation, the increase 
ranging in his experiments from 22.8% to Ofl.4% of 
ihe quantity present before starvation. Serum-albu¬ 
men, on the oilier band, suffers a marked diminu¬ 
tion, from 5.»% to 21.00% of the normal quantity. 
A calculation of the probable loss of albumen from 
the blood and lymph on the ba>is of his experiments, 
when compared with the amount of urea excreted 
by dogs, according to Voit, in the first five days of 
starvation, shows that the quantity of albumen lost 
from, the circulating liquids is much too small to * 
account for the proieid destruction indicated by the 
urea, Burckhardt made use of dialysis chiefly in 
determining the quantity of serum-globulin present 
in serum. The serum-albumen was estimated as the 
difference between the total proteids and the serum- 
globulin. He states that 11 ammarslen’s method of 
obtaining serum-globulin by means of fdgbO* is not 
reliable. Complete saturation with MgSO* throws 
down not only the serum-globulin, but also a Urge 
amount & proieid, which resembles serum-albumen, 
as usually understood, in every respect except in its 
precipitation by JVlg.S0 4 . — [Arcfu ear per. path, p/mr- 
mak., xvi. 322.) w. n. h. {31 

Double staining blood-oorpusoies. — Dr. Vin¬ 
cent Harris has made a series of systematic ex¬ 
periments on double staining of nucleated blood 
corpuscles with aniline dyes, and gives in connection 
therewith a table of the aniline dyes, and their solu¬ 
bility in water and alcohol. A little blood was dried 
rapidly in a thin layer on a slide, and treated with 
two dyes in succession. The only entirely successful 
combinations were the following: rosein and aniline 
green, fuchsia and methylen blue,’ fuchshi and Bis¬ 
marck brown, eosin and resuvin, iodine green and 
Bismarck brown, Hoffman's violet and BBiuarck 
brown, aniline violet and metbylen blue. The 
greens were not at all permanent. The results were 
often variable ami uncertain. For success the solu¬ 
tions must be quite fresh. The time each dye is al¬ 
lowed to remain greatly affects the results, — 
journ, mfer. ec., 18815, 202.) e. a. M. [32 

The primitive mouth of vertebrate*.—Accord¬ 
ing to liauber^ the goatrui* mouth (original blastopore 
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or prostoma) is represented by various parts in verte¬ 
brates. In Pretrorayzon, sturgeons, and Amphibia it 
is undivided. In sharks it is divided into two parts ; 
i.e., primitive furrow, and posterior marginal open¬ 
ing, In birds it consists of the primitive furrow and 
marginal notch of the germinal area, and includes 
also the various small openings formed at the termi¬ 
nal swelling of the embryo ; viz., the neurenteric 
canal, the passage observed by Gasser in the embryo 
of the Cochin-China breed of hens, and the break 
which sometimes occurs between the allantois sack 
and the ectodermal ingrowth behind the caudal 

Kauber also asserts in the same paMpniat the 
bilateral outgrowths from the primitlwSrereak of 
araniote embryos are homologous with tie divestic- 
nla forming the mesoderm in Amphtoxus.— (Zool 
anz., vi. 143, 168.) [33 

Beptilei. 

Venom of serpenta. — The constitution of the 
venom of certain of the poisonous serpents has been 
examined by Mitchell and Reichert with interesting 
and somewhat remarkable results. According to 
them, three dUtihct proteids may be isolated from 
the venom of the moccason and the rattlesnake (C. 
adamanteus). These they propose to call respective¬ 
ly, venom-peptone, venoin-globulin, and venom-albu¬ 
men. The venom-peptone may be obtained from 
fresh venom, or from the aqueous solution of the 
dried material by dialysis, or by boiling and filtering 
off from the precipitated proteids. It is soluble in 
water, not coagulated by boiling, and readily dialyza- 
ble. Its solutions, while answering to all the general 
tests for peptones, exhibit certain peculiar reactions 
which distinguish it from the class of peptones as 
usually understood. The most marked of these spe¬ 
cific reactions are its precipitation from aqueous 
solutions by saturation with potassium hydroxide or 
sodium chloride, and by the addition of dilute acetic 
acid. Its solutions i>ossess the poisonous properties 
of venom, though in a less marked degree, giving 
rise to putrefactive changes when injected into the 
living animal. 

The solution of the peptone obtained by boiling 
venom, and filtering from the precipitate of coagu¬ 
lated proteids, breaks up on drying with the forma¬ 
tion of two proteids, one of which is soluble, and 
gives all the reactions of the original substance, with 
the exception that it is not poisonous. The other is 
insoluble in water, and likewise innocuous. 

If an aqueous solution of venom is allowed to 
stand for some time, a precipitate occurs which gives 
the usual reactions of globulins. This substance 
possesses all the toxic powers of fresh venom. 

After the separation of the peptone and globulin, 
a third proteid remains In solution which is apparent¬ 
ly closely connected with the albumenB, though the 
authors have not been able to obtain it in a state of 
sufficient purity to make decisive tests. It is soluble 
in water, coagulates below 70° C., and is precipitated 
from its solutions by weak alkalies and acids. It is 
probably not poisonous .-*(Medical news/April 28,. 
1883.) W. it. H. [34 


Watnmalf . 

Cutaneous nerves in mammals. — Dr. Harrison 
Allen has succeeded in tracing nerve-filaments to the 
larger setae-bearing hair-follicles in mammals as ex¬ 
posed after depilation. He believes that the hair- 
follicles of the oral, the mental, the supra-orbltal and 
the disto-carpal tufts, as well as those placed on the lat¬ 
eral aspects of the limbs, are in all cases supplied with 
neFve-filainents, as are the pteryls of birds. In speci¬ 
mens in which the follicles are rudimentary there Is 
a corresponding failure of the nerve, thus Indicating 
* a close relation between the two. — (Acad* naU sc. 
Philad.; meeting June 12.} [35 

Nerves of the human eyelid. — Yon Mises de¬ 
scribes the results of his studies. The nerves enter 
in bundles from the sides as well as from above, and 
are distributed more or less parallel with the blood¬ 
vessels, and form a rich plexus along the edge of the 
lid. Some details are given as to the distribution of 
the nerves to the conjunctiva. — (Sitzungsb. akad. 
wise, Wien , Ixxxv., abth., Hi. p. 172.) o. s. M. [36 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

The autochthonea of America. —Dr, J. Kolb 
man of Basel gives his views of Atnerican craniob 
ogy, based on a study of the breadth Indices of 1,600 
crania, quoted from published measurements, and 
representing all the countries between Bering Strait 
and Tierra del Fuego. Five curves are appended, 
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which reproduce graphically the breadth indices of 
five groups of American skulls. Curve I. represents 
1,292 crania of aborigines of America, whether froth 
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undent Indian burying-place* or picked up on recent 
battle-field*; curve XL, 9i7 North Americans, includ¬ 
ing the territories of the United States and British 
Atperlca, with the exception of the Eskimo; curve 
III., 248 Central and South Americans, including the 
Mexicans on account of their peculiar civilization; 
curve IV., 127 Eskimo, consisting of all crania from 
the arctic regions of North America; curve V., 
208 pre-Columbians, discriminated from other North 
Americans by their manner of burial, be,, mound- 
builders and stonegrave people. A study of these 
teaches, 1°. The plurality of varieties in America; 
2°, The diffusion of those varieties over the whole 
continent. As an illustration, the stonegrave people 
of Tennessee are cited. Their remains are those of 
a single people, as Mr. Putnam has shown by the 
correspondence of their customs, and grade of civili¬ 
zation^ while the measurements of their skulls by 
Mr. Carr show a varying proportion of doiichoceph- 
ali, mesocephali, brachycephali, and artificially shor¬ 
tened crania. A people is an ethnic unity, which, 
according to the results of eraniology, may consist 
of an anatomical plurality of races; but a race Is an 
anatomically characteristic vurlety of the human spe¬ 
cies, Like the Germans, the mound-builders consist 
of many races which have combined to an ethnic 
unity. The term ‘race,’ as here employed, is equiv¬ 
alent to a sub-species of the species Homo sapiens of 
I>r. Kollman’s system, illustrated by the following 
diagram. 
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Spooled: Homo sapiens. 


The varieties are distinguished by peculiarities of 
the hair: 1, 4, 7, being smooth-haired, indicated by 
the sign O; 2, 5, 8, etc., straight-haired, by the sign 
• ; 8, fi, 9, etc., woolly-haired, by the sign V. So far 
as Is known, only straight-haired varieties have im¬ 
migrated into America, of the following sub-species: 
L Broad-faced dolichoeephall (Eskimo); % Broad¬ 
faced mesatlcephali (Indians); 8. Broad-faced brachy- 
oepbaH (mound-builders); 4. Long-faoed braobyceph- 
ito (ancient Peruvians). 


Like the European, the American varieties of the 
species Homo sapiens have long since passed into the 
condition of permanent types. The time of elasti¬ 
city, of the organization of new physically diverse 
forms, has long gone by. Wherever human remains 
are found in the glacial formations of Europe, they 
are as highly organized as to-day. Undoubtedly they 
represent men of a lower plane of civilization. It is 
erroneous at every footstep of advance in civilization 
to infer a new and more highly organized race, Cra- 
niology demonstrates that varieties, unchanged pbys- 
, ically since the glacial epoch, are continually making 
their way to higher grades of ei vllizatlon. — (Zeitschr. 
ethnol. , 1888, 1.) c. a. a. [37 

Madagascar. — The vast island of Madagascar, 
960 by 800 miles in extent, is tinique in its proximity 
to a continent with which It has such feeble connec¬ 
tions. Its population is about 4,000,000; but it is 
subject to great fluctuations through epidemics, witch¬ 
craft, infanticide, intertribal wars, and murders. The 
peculiar formation of the island effects a tropical, 
malarial climate around the coast, and a nearly tem¬ 
perate climate elsewhere. All around the island there 
is a belt of forest, often splitting into two parts, which 
enclose fertile valleys teeming with people. The na¬ 
tives are the Hovas, of Malay origin, and the Malaga- 
sy proper, of African origin, who for the past hundred 
years have been augmented by importation of slaves 
from central Africa. The system of government 
among the negro tribes is purely African in form. 
Among the Hovas, however, a queen holds sway, 
through the agency of a prime-minister, who is ex-offi¬ 
cio husband of the queen. The religion of all the 
Malagasy is fetishism, with a shadowy recognition of 
a superior power. They believe in ghost-souls who 
are capable of good or harm to us, and this belief 
leads to great respect for the dead. Their beliefs, 
witchcraft, burials, roads, commerce, and'language 
have been’^orefully studied by Dr. G. W. Parker, 
who has communicated a paper on the subject to the 
London anthropological institute. The island became 
known to the Portuguese, Dutch, French, and English 
early in the seventeenth century; although the Arabs 
traded there Jong before that. At the beginning of 
the present century the Hovas became the firm 
friends of the English, — a connection which has re¬ 
mained unbroken except during the reign of Queen 
Kanavalona I. Upon the assassination of her son, 
Itadaum IT., the present system of queens and prime- 
ministers began. 

The languages belong to the class of purely spoken 
tongues, no one of them having over been reduced to 
writing by the natives. The vowels are ah , ay, ca, d, 
oo; the consonant sounds, b, d, /, g, ft, j , A, l, m, n, 
ny, p, r, s, t % t>, z; the diphthongs are eye and oic. 

The number of consonantal combinations is very 
sm4H,' which occasions many euphonic changes in 
compounds. The meaning of words and sentences 
depends little on the tone, but much on accent, posi¬ 
tion, and the discriminative particle no. 

Onomatopoeia is common. The grammatlc struc¬ 
ture is quite regular, A large percentage of the words 
are traceable to f erhal and denominative roots, which 



26 


SCIENCE 


are affixed aud compounded to an indefinite extent. 
Gender is Indicated by the affixes for male and female, 
and there U no distinction between animate and in¬ 
animate. The numeral system is decimal, and ends 
with tapitrha (ended are the numbers), the word for 
a million. There are two moods of the verb,— the in¬ 
dicative and the imperative. There are two classes of 
personal pronouns,— the inclusive of the speaker, and 
the exclusive. Other peculiarities in grammar are 
pointed out by Dr. Parker In an exhaustive diction¬ 
ary of fourteen dialects, which unite the Malagasy 
with the Malay stock-language. To account for this 
anomaly of race and language, Dr. Hildebrand sup¬ 
poses the Hovas to have first settled the island, and 
to have been overpowered by African marauders, who 
killed most of the Hova men, and married their 
wives. The children, learning their language from 
the mothers, perpetuated at the same time their 
African blood and their Malay language. But Dr. 
Parker seriously objects to this explanation. Mr. 
Keane Is of the opinion that the Africans were intro¬ 
duced as slaves, who, while gradually corrupting 
the blood, would have little effect upon the language. 
Dr. G. Oppert also commented upon the paper. — 
{Journ, antJtrop. inst., xll. 478.) J. w. P. [38 
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The flora of ancient” Egypt— The student of 
anthropology is repeatedly charmed and surprised by 
the varied and brilliant illumination thrown npon 
his subject by sister sciences. He Is not less pleased 
to kuow that quite frequently the light proceeds 
in the other direction, and that human custom*pre¬ 
serves for other sciences their sibylline leaves. In 
1881 Emil Brugsch Bey discovered In the vault of a 
king of the twentieth dynasty a large number of 
plants contained in the funeral offerings, repasts, and 
wreaths of the dead. Among these are several 
species not known to have belonged to ancient Egypt. 
Mr. G. Schweinfurth, deputed by M. Maspero, has 
studied these plants, and classified them in the Egyj>- 
tological museum of Boulak, according to the high 
personages for whom they were intended. A very 
extended and interesting account of these labors was 
communicated to Sir Joseph I). Hooker, together with 
a set of the wreaths, flowers, etc., described. Ex¬ 
cellent illustrations accompany the paper of Mr. 
Schweinfurth. These objects were exhibited at the 
annual ttoir&e of the Koyal society on the 25th of 
May, and are now on view at the Koyal gardens, 

. Kew. — ( Nature, May 31.) J. w. p. [38 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


STATE INSTITUTIONS. 

Missouri weather service, 8t, Louis, 

Weather report for May. —The average tempera¬ 
ture for May .at the central station has been 03,4°, 
which is 2.8° below ihe normal temperature, and 3.5° 
above the* temperature of May, 1882. Since 1887 the 
May temperature has fallen below that of last month 
five times. The extremes during last month at the 
central station were 38,0° and 88.4°; although, in the 
suburbs of St. Louis, the temperature fell to 30.0° on 
the evening of the 21st. In 1851 Dr. Kngeimann 
observed a temperature of 29.0° in May, but it was in 
the early part of the month. The lowest minimum 
temperatures reported were, 29.5° at Centreville; 
31.0°, at Big Creek, Warren county; 32.0°, at Steel- 
ville; all other stations reporting over 34,0°. The 
highest minimum temperatures are reported from 
Glasgow, 45.0°, and Harrlsonville, 47.0°. The high¬ 
est maximum temperatures reported were, Corrlng, 
91.0°; Miami, 98.0°; Harrisonville and Big Creek, 
00.0°. The highest average temperatures reported 
were, Cairo,Ill., 05.2°; Mascoutah,Ill.,05.0°; Harri- 
sonville, 04.0°; the lowest being at Keokuk, Io. ( 
59.0°; Macon, 00.4°; Louisiana, 60.5°. 

The rainfall at the central station was 2.ftl Inches, 
which is 2.2 inches below the normal May rainfall at 
St. Louis. In western Missouri, however, from Harri¬ 
son ville northward along the Missouri valley, the rain¬ 
fall has been over seven inches; and a small maximum 
of over seven Inches occurs in the region around Iron-, 
ton. An area of minimum rainfall ( of between two 
and three Inches occurs in south-west Missouri^ 


around Greenfield and Lamar, and another occfirs 
along the lower Missouri below Chamois, extending 
along the Mississippi as far south as Cairo. 

On the 13th, tornadoes occurred at various points 
in Missouri and Kansas, as follows: the town of 
Oronogo, Jasper county, was destroyed at about 7.40 
r.M,, two persons being killed, and forty injured. 
This tornado is probably the one which passed about 
two miles north of Carthage. Hailstones as large as' 
hen’s eggs fell at Springfield at about 10 P.m. An¬ 
other storm passed two miles south-east of Fattons- 
ville, Davies county, on the same evening. Two 
tornadoes passed through Kansas City at 5 o’clock, one 
passing a few minutes later than the other. Several 
person* were killed, and a great deal of damage was 
done to property. These whirls were slender whip- 
like vortices, the diameter at the surface of the earth 
being only a few feet, although the destructive path 
Was about seventy feet. These storms originated 
apparently in Wyandotte county, Kan., where they 
caused great damage. A later development of‘this 
storm passed through Macon City, one hundred and 
twenty miles east-north-east from Kansas City,, where 
a tornado occurred about 8.30 p.m, The track was 
from one-fourth to three-eighths of a mile wide. 
Three persons were killed at Macon. 

On the 18th, tornadoes occurred in Missouri, Illi¬ 
nois, and Wisconsin. At 7 p.m. a tornado did con¬ 
siderable damage at Berger, Gasconade county, Mo. 
At about 8.20 p.m. a tornado passed through Went®- 
vllle from the south-west, causing great destruction 
to property, and loss of life, as far as St. Paul, Mty 
At about the same time a storm passed from Cottle^ 
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villa, ill rough ElmPoint, to Grafton^ on the Illinois 
shore of the Mississippi River. 

Hail-storms have occurred as follows: at Big 
Creek, 10th; GontrevIUe, 0th; eight miles north of 
Savannah, 3d; Hannibal, 0th; Louisiana, 9th ajid 10th 
(and at Springfield and Dover church, near Louisiana, 
large hail fell on the afternoon of the 18th); Lamar, 
Sd; Chamois, 9th, —a violent storm of wind and hail 
at 7 for seven to ten minutes, the hail completely 
covering the ground, some stones weighing six ounces. 
On the 18th, at 5.50 p.m., a dark cloiul in the south¬ 
west moved to the west with a heavy roaring noise, 
appearing to spend its force when due west, rain and 
small hail following. 

Killing frosts occurred on the nights of the 21st 
and 22d. At Big Creek great damage was done to 
wheat, corn, and fruit. At Centre v llle, at ft p.m., on 
the 21st, the temperature was 32°, and fell later to 
20.5°, — the latest frost In sixteen years. Fog pre¬ 
vented damage in the valleys of the Black River, but 
In the dry valleys everything was killed. Louisiana, 
32° at sunrise on the 23d; Chamois, destructive frost 
with ice an eighth of an inch thick in a pan of water; 
Greenfield, heavy frost, which injured foliage of 
forest-trees so that they looked as though scorched by 
fire. 

White frosts occurred at Hannibal, Greenfield, 
Mexico, Chamois, 6th; Hannibal, Louisiana, Cha¬ 
mois, Miami, 11th; Xronton, 16th; over the entire state, 
21st and 22d, but light in the south-west, where the 
temperature was about 40°; Mexico, Iron ton (33° at 
5,30 A.M.), Louisiana, Chamois, Miami, Greenfield, 
23d; Sedalia, Centrevillc, Greenfield (heavy), Iron- 
ton, Chamois, Miami, 31st. 

Addendum to April report. — At Cairo a heavy 
shock of earthquake was felt at 2.36 a.m. on the 12th, 
which lasted thirty seconds. Vibrations, three per 
second, from south-south-west to north-north-east. 
An old one-story frame-building, which was occupied 
at the time the shock occurred, was shaken down and 
collapsed, the inmates receiving slight injuries. 

Xowa weather service, Iowa City. 

Weather bulletin for May. — May was remarkably 
cold, very rainy, with late frosts, westerly and north¬ 
erly winds prevailing. The mean temperature of the 
air was nearly five degrees below normal. In forty- 
five years, May has been six times as cold or colder 
than this year; namely, itj 1882, 1867, 1858, 1851, 
1830, dud 1849, The late frosts about- the 12th and 
22d were general. 

The rainfall was much above normal throughout 
Iowa, except In middle northern Iowa and down Urn 
middle Cedar and Wapsiplnicon valleys. The totAl 
rainfall was highest along the Mississippi and Missouri 
rivers, and from Wayne to Folk county: in the re- 

g nns here specified, the rainfall averaged seven 
ches, The rain frequency was also high: two of 
every three days were rainy in most parts of the state. 

The principal storm-days were the 8th and 9th, the 
*»th and 14th, 17th and 27th. On the 0th a very 
sfiurtl tornado did slight damage in Linn county, near 
Jfprway atailon: on the other storm-days, Iowa was 


spared the visitation of tornadoes, which struck, on 
the 13th, Kansas City; 18th, Racine; 28th, southern 
Indiana. 

While unusually cold and quite wet, the season is 
much more promising than last year, when May was 
much colder. 

NOTES AND NEWS . 

Stephen Alexander, professor emeritus of as- 
tronomy at Princeton, died dune 20. He was born 

* at Schenectady, N.Y., and was educated at Union 
college, whore he graduated in 1824. Since 1840 he 
has been connected with Princeton, first as professor 
of astronomy, and later as professor of mechanics as 
well. As an astronomer he became widely known* 

— Sir Edward Sabine, whose death has been lately 
announced, was born in Dublin In October, 1788, 
He studied at the military schools of Marlow aud 
Woolwich, and at the age of fifteen entered the 
English army. In 1813 he was mode captain, and 
took part in the campaign on the Niagara frontier, 
commanding the batteries at the siege of Fort Erie, 
1814, From 1818 to J825 he made a number of voy¬ 
ages from the equator to the arctic regions for the 
purpose of studying terrestrial magnetism, the figure 
of the earth, and other questions in terrestrial 
physics. He was with Ross and Parry on the arctic 
expedition of 1818, and with Parry the following 
year. He edited a number of translations of scien¬ 
tific books, and published a large number of papers 
on bis favorite studies, having read more than forty 
before the Royal society, and having contributed 
many to the proceedings of the British association. 
From 1827 to 18-lfi lie was secretary of the Royal 
society, and president for the ten years 1801 to 1871, 
and president Of the British association in 1853. In 
1875 the French academy elected him as a corre¬ 
sponding member. 

— A few weeks ago (April 20) Nature gave a sketch 
of the life of ttpottiswoode. In the number for June 
14 we find a regret expressed at his absence, on ac¬ 
count of sickness, from the Royal society meeting of 
that week. On June 27 he died. Born in London, 
Jan. 11, 1825, he began his education in a private 
school at Laleham, and then at Eton and Harrow; 
his stay at Eton being short on account of some 
experiments with detonating mixtures, in which he 
was found to be interested. In 18J2 he entered 
BalHol college, Oxford, where, in his lasr. ye&r (1845) 
as undergraduate, he read with the Rev. Bartholomew 
Rice. After graduation he held university mathe¬ 
matical scholarships for two years, and for a short 
time lectured on geometry of three dimensions. But 
he soon took an active part in the management of 
the large printing-business about this time resigned 
to him by his father, and which he largely developed. 
His scientific work was mainly in mathematics, 
although of late years he has devoted himself tfc 

* physics, his recent investigations in electricity being 
well known. When a young man, he travelled 
widely, and, among others, published a very lively 
account entitled “ A Farantasse journey through 
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eastern Russia in the autumn of 1850.” He also 
studied languages, both oriental and European, and 
gave evidence of the thoroughness of these studies 
in his contributions to our knowledge, 

— The Dickson expedition, in charge of Professor 
Nordenskiiild, which left Thurso May 29, Is report* 
ed as having called at Itelklavik, Iceland, June 0, 
and was to sail for Greenland on the 10th. When 
the expedition started, it was the intention that 
Count Stromfeldt (botanist), Dr. Arpi (philologist and 
archeologist), and Mr. FJink (mineralogist) should 
disembark at Reikiavik, and remain in Iceland for 
study and exploration. It Is reported by recently 
arrived whalers that the condition of the seas west 
from Iceland, as regards ice, is at present not un¬ 
favorable to the success of the expedition. The Sofia, 
upon which the party is embarked, is a little iron 
propeller of less than two hundred tons, capable of 
a speed of eleven knots, and draws ten feet of water, 
— a vessel much better suited to her purpose than 
the unwieldy craft which have been used in many of 
the English expeditions. It was originally intended 
that Inlander should command the Sofia, but cir¬ 
cumstances intervened to prevent this ; and the ves¬ 
sel has been intrusted to Capt. Emil Nilsson, who is 
well qualified by experience, and who will be ably 
seconded by the well-known Norwegian ice-master, 
Johannescn. The scientific staff does not compre¬ 
hend any of the members of the Yega expedition, 
who are mostly engaged in working up the inves¬ 
tigations made on that voyage, but, after Baron 
Nordenskiiild* is composed of Dr. Kolthoff, ento¬ 
mologist aud ornithologist; Dr. Nathorst., geologist 
and paleontologist; Dr. Berlin, surgeon, botanist, and 
general biologist; Mr. Forsstrand, taxidermist and 
preparator ; Dr. Hamberg, hydrographer ; Mr. Kjcll- 
atrdm, photographer. Beside these, there are a har- 
pooneer, two mountain Lapps (In accordance with 
the suggestion of Professor Fries, to which we have 
already alluded), and eight or nine picked men, to 
accompany the party over the inlaud ice. This 
party will be provided with fourteen months’ provis¬ 
ions in the most compact shape possible. The crew 
of the Sofia comprises twenty-four men. The party 
is thoroughly equipped with scientific apparatus, anti 
even includes a flying-machine contributed for trial 
by its inventor, according to the Swedish papers. 

— Among the most interesting of the living animals 
in the gardens of the London fisheries exhibition are 
two British-born beavers from the Isle of Bute in 
Scotland. They were members of a colony estab¬ 
lished by the Earl of Bute upon hU estate of Rothe¬ 
say several years since. A considerable tract of land 
was walled in, and beavers were imported from 
Canada, which soon established themselves, gnawing 
down the trees, building a dam, and forming a lake 
of considerable size. The ‘ beaver wood 1 is consid¬ 
ered one of the most interesting features of the 
Island. Mr. R. B. Matthews writes to the Field , 
complaining, that, in capturing the two beavers to 
send to the exhibition, the colony has been broken 
up, the dams destroyed, the houses pulled down, 
and all the other beavers killed. It is to \>e hopedj 


that the damage is not so serious as Is represented, 
for the acclimation of the American beaver in Scot¬ 
land is a task which is not likely to be often afr* 
tempted. 

— Tim next issue of the Proceedings of the naval 
institute (vol. ix. no. 3; whole no. 25) will be entire¬ 
ly devoted to an article by Lieut. Edward W. Very, 
on the development of armor for naval use. The 
number will thus be a complete work of itself, fully 
Illustrated, and will possess more than ordinary 
interest in being the only work extant devoted 
, exclusively to the details of armor development. 
Orders for this number should be sent to the secre¬ 
tary U. S. naval institute, Annapolis, Md., as early 
as possible. Price $1. 

— The extraordinary meeting of the geological 
society of France for this year is to take place at 
Charleville (Ardennes) on Sunday, Sept. 2, and the 
excursions will end Tuesday, Sept. II. 

— The yearly meeting of the Schweizerischen 
naturforschenden gosellschaft will take place from 
the fith to the 9th of August in Zurich, where the 
national exposition is attracting many people this 
year, 

— G. Valentin, for forty-five years professor of 
physiology at the university of Berne, died on the 
24th of May at the age of seventy-three. He was a 
native of Breslau. He was formerly one of Louis 
Agassiz’s collaborators; and the fourth UvraUon of 
Agassiz’s ‘Monographic* d’echlnodermes vivants et 
fossiles’, containing the anatomy of the genus Echi¬ 
nus, Is by Valentin. 

— Past assistant-engineer N. B. Clarke, U. S. N., 
read a paper on water-line defence and gun-shields 
for cruisers, at the meeting of the IT. S. naval insti¬ 
tute (Washington branch) on June 7. 

— The bureau of education has issued, as one of 
the ‘circulars of information,’ a pamphlet containing 
the legal provisions respecting the examination and 
licensing of teachers. 

—* A contributor’s note in the Atlantic monthly fpr 
June calls attention to the question of the spelling 
and pronunciation of geographic names, on which 
several articles have lately appeared in foreign jour¬ 
nals. The question is not always settled by adopting 
local spelling and sound, for in many cases foreign 
names are well Anglicized, and will so remain ; the 
difficulty is rather in knowing where to begin using 
the original pronunciation. As we do not say Paree 
and Bairleen, why may we not say Prague and 
Hague, even though we do drop a visible a from 
Calais, and attempt the difficulties of Rouen, Amiens, 
Chartres, and Blois ? As to St. Petersburg, the 
error of sanctification is not ours, but the Russians*, 
from whom we have taken it. Our mistake, if it he 
one, is in putting an a after Peter, for this seldom 
occurs in the original. A similar but incorrect, ad¬ 
dition Is often made in Prince Edward Island. The 
back-and-forth method of naming seen in the Ger*- 
man Vogesen, which the contributor explains as 
coming from the original German Wa#*igen (watery)* 
through the French Fespes, is found again in the 
same polyglot borderland in the Laachtr See, 
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— The Qomlsion del mapa geologioo de Espafia 
has just published, for the Exposicion de mineria at 
Madrid, a brief account of the history of the survey 
from its beginning, about the year 1831, under 0. 
Angel Vallejo, down to the present time. Two maps 
show the condition of the work in March, 1873, at 
the beginning of the present system of the survey, and 
in March of the present year, showing how great an 
amount of work has been done in the last ten years. 
Eighteen provinces are finished ; viz., Oviedo, Ma¬ 
drid, Santander, Caste lion, Albacetc, Murcia, Te- 
ruel, Cadiz, Zaragoza, Cuenca, C&eerea, Valladolid, <* 
Huesca, Avila, Salamanca, Guadalajara, Barcelona, 
and Valencia, More or less has been published con¬ 
cerning twenty-three other provinces, but their full 
descriptive memoirs are still to appear ; viz,, Corufia, 
Lugo, Orense, Pontevedra, Segovia, Paleneia, Ba- 
leares, Alicante, Burgos, Logrofto, Soria, Alava, Gui- 
prizcoa, Vizcaya, Tarragona, Huelva,Toledo, Badajoz, 
Cordoba, Ciudad-Real, Granada, Navarre, and Al- 
merift. Seven provinces are entirely unpublished or 
understudy ; namely, Leon, Ldrida, Zamora, Malaga, 
Gerona, .latfn, and Sevilla. A rough draught of the 
final map, on the scale of 1 : 4(X),000, is shown in the 
exposition, upon which all the work done up to date 
is entered. 

— The Belgian photographic association has orga¬ 
nised an international exhibition of photography to 
be held, during the month of August, 1883, in the 
palais des beaux-arts at Brussels. 

— The sixth international congress of orientalists 
will be held at Leyden, Sept. 10. 

— The international congress of societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals will be held at 
Vienna in September. A number of local societies, 
among them those of Berlin, Cologne, Munich, 
Dresden, and Hanover, besides several Spanish 
Italian, and Russian, have expressed their intention 
to be represented. 

— The British association for the advancement of 
science meets this year at Southport, Sept. 10. 

— Dr, William Lee read before the Philosophical 
society of Washington, Juue 2, a paper on medical 
history as illustrated by medals ; Prof. Theo. Gill 
discussed analogues in zoogeography. The society 
then adjourned till October. 

The Mathematical section of the society adjourned 
for the summer on .June 6. At the last two meet¬ 
ings, Mr. G. W. Hill discussed the planetary pertur¬ 
bations of the moon, Mr. G. K. Gilbert explained the 
construction of graphic tables for use in connection 
with hU new method of determining heights from 
barometric data, and Mr. JC. B. Elliott gave an hn- 
proved system of electrical, units. 

— An excursion to northern Norway and Spitzber- 
gen Is projected for some of the students at the Paris 
Jfcoole des mines. Two French naturalists will ac¬ 
company the party, which will charter a steamer 
directed by a competent arctic navigator for the pur¬ 
pose. 

, —Professor Fries has proposed the colonization of 
Greenland by Lapps, on the hypothesis that in the 
Interior, in summer, abundant reindeer-pasture can 


be found. How the reindeer are to get at it does not 
seem to have been considered, nor how they are to 
be subsisted during their travels over the continental 
ice-sheet. 

— Mr. Oliver W. Huntington, assistant in the 
chemical laboratory of Harvard college, has edited a 
book of five-place logarithms, which will finally form 
part of a set of tables mostly for use in chemical cal¬ 
culations, but is now published in separate form. 
The, logarithm tables are well arranged, and very 
clearly printed. The book is published by Moses 
King, Cambridge. 

— The museum at Oxford, Eng., has lately bought 
the unique collection of Silurian fossils of Dr. Grin- 
dead of Malvern. 

— It is rare to find, at the present time, a scientific 
memoir in Latin. Aloysius Molina, a student at 
Plaa, has, however, recurred to the ancient custom, 
and lias published a memoir, ‘ De hominis tnamma- 
liunique cute,’ in volume v. of the Atti della socielll 
Toscana * The opening sentence sufficiently describes 
the paper: * 4 Expect an s dum Rauvierus In lucent 
perfects proferat conclusioncs omnes suarum inves- 
tigationum de intlrna structura cutis, prodesse exts- 
timo brevitcr quae praeeipua facta sunt' resumere, 
nonnullas considerationes addens, quas Ipse feci dum 
per duos annos ad Anatom team Sclentiam raeurn 
adhiberi studium in Laboratorio Anatomiae Com- 
parativae hujus univers^atis. ,, The ‘nonnullas 
considerationes, quas ipse feci 4 one finds not very 
numerous, the chief value of the paper being as a 
summary. A good bibliography is appended. 

— Much progress lias been made at the Lick obser¬ 
vatory during the past year. The dome for the 
twelve-inch equatorial has been entirely completed 
in a very thorough manner. It is, without any doubt, 
the most convenient and complete dome of the size 
in the country. The four-inch transit-house, and 
the bulldingjbdor the photobcliograph, are in capital 
working order. They were utilized last December 
in a very successful observation of the transit of 
Venus. The walls of the main building are half 
done, and the cellar for the dome of the thirty-six- 
inch equatorial is excavated. Many of the original 
arrangements of the buildings and grounds were 
only provisional, and these are being replaced by 
others more substantial and permanent. A brick 
reservoir containing 83,000 gallons of water (derived 
from three springs) has been built during the season; 
another of 20,000 gallons (spring-water), and another 
of 83,000 gallons (rain-water), will shortly be begun. 
The roads have been extended. The house for the 
meridian circle (Repsold) will be beguu in a few 
weeks, as well as a house for the astronomers, and 
buildings to contain the appliances for heating and 
lighting the buildings and moving the dome. The 
end of this season will show great progress. 

— The division of entomology of the U. 8. depart¬ 
ment of agriculture has begun the publication of a 
series of bulletins for the purpose of placing before 
the public, current matter that would either lose 
much of its value if kept for the annual report, or 
find no space iM the limited pages of that volume. 
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Two numbers have been issued. The first includes 
reports of experiments, chiefly with kerosene, upon 
the insects injuriously affecting the orange-tree and 
the cotton-plant. The second includes reports of 
observations on the Kocky Mountain locust and the 
chinch-bug, together with extracts from the corre¬ 
spondence of the division on miscellaneous insects, 

— The University of Pennsylvania has conferred 
the degree of M.A. on Professor Lewis M. Haupt, 
C.E.; and of Sc.D. on Professor Isaac Sharpless, 
professor in Haverford college. 

— At the meeting of the Royal astronomical society, 
May U, Professor O. Pritchard of Oxford gave an 
account of his recent expedition to Cairo, and of the 
work on which he has for the last two years been 
engaged; viz., the measurement of the magnitude of 
the stars visible to the naked eye from the pole to the 
equator, including at present all those brighter than 
the fifth magnitude. This work is now complete. 
He found, that, at Oxford, Laplace’s law of alteration 
of a star’s light as measured in magnitude — accord¬ 
ing to the secant of the star’s zenith distance — did 
not hold good for zenith distances exceeding 65°, 
and that for stars at lower altitudes the alterations 
in apparent magnitude were conflicting and not satis¬ 
factory. For the purpose of accurately investigating 
the effect of atmospheric extinction of light under 
better circumstances, he chose the climate of Upper 
Egypt, where the atmosphere is uniform and stable, 
as the proper locality for repeating the Oxford obser¬ 
vations, and rendering the research complete. A 
duplicate set of instruments was left at Oxford in 
charge of the senior assistant, who observed the same 
stars with Professor Pritchard at Cairo. The results 
of both sets of observations arc embodied in the 
formulae, — 

Atmospheric absorption 

At Cairo ~ 0.187 X Sec. Z.D, in magnitude; 

At Oxford = 0.253 x Sec. Z.D. in magnitude. 

Thus the whole effect of the atmosphere at Cairo is 
to diminish the brightness of stars seen in the zenith 
by about two*tenths of a magnitude, and at Oxford 
by about one-fourth of a magnitude. At an altitude 
of about 30°, the stars at Cairo will be brighter 
than in England by about one*fifth of a magnitude, 
and consequently many more faint stars are just 
visible at Cairo than can be seen at Oxford. 

— Alexander Melville Bell has written a primer, 
which will soon be published, for use in elementary 
schools in teaching the methods of visible speech. 
The book can be used by any teacher without spe¬ 
cial training in tbe peculiarities of the system. 

— A correspondent states that the shortest scien¬ 
tific article known to him, and perhaps the shortest 
ever published, is by William Griffith, in the bulletin 
of the IT. 8. fish-commission for 1882, p. 12, under 
the title ‘ Result of planting shad in the Ohio River.’ 
The article contains twenty-six words, and occupies 
two lines. 

— At the meeting of the Cambridge entomological 
club, June 8, Mr. S. H. Scudder discussed the komob 
ogies of the male abdominal appendages of butter¬ 


flies, and Mr. G, Diramock showed a living Bathos 
occlt&nus, and described some of its habits* 

— The Argentine government has sent Col. Sold, 
with a party of two hundred soldiers, to explore 
the Pilcomayo in its course through the Gran Chaco. 
The party is accompanied by a delegate of the Argen¬ 
tine geographic institute, whose chief object is to dis¬ 
cover the remains of Crevaux, and ransom two of his 
men who are reported to be held as prisoners by the 
Indians. 
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THE GOVERNMENT AS A PUBLISHING 
HOUSE. 

We have called attention to the report of 
Messrs. Ames, Spofford, and Baird upon the 
distribution of public documents, and noted 
the propriety of the recommendations made 
to the government by the committee. If these 
recommendations were to be carried out, some¬ 
thing would be gained; but we have little faith 
that any real reform would be effected, for the 
evil lies deeper, and requires more radical 
, treatment. 

Ever since the government went definitely 
into the printing business in 1861 , the evil has 
been growing, until now there {a waste, con¬ 
tusion, and public mischief. It is no more 
essential to government to carry on the large 
printing business which it conducts than it is 
for it to manufacture paper. Let us make 
a distinction. There is a necessity, in the 
ordinary administration of Congress and the 
executive department, for a large printing- 
office in the immediate vicinity; and we are 
quite ready to grant, as immaterial to our 
argument, that it is better to have such an 
establishment, with its manager as a civil of¬ 
ficer of the United States, immediately under 
the control of Congress. There is a vast deal 
#fprinting required in the exigencies of the 
daily business of government, and there is 
tpndon for this being done by persons hired 
directly for the purpose. 

sphere the necessity stops, but the business 
of the printing-office does not. Costly scien- 
$ to; reports are manufactured year after year, 
t*ul then published; that is, given away reck- 
lwly and with little discrimination. The 
**port of scientific experts, to which we have 
deferred, points out the desirability a single 
for distribution, Which should act upon 
systematic plan. We do hot object to 
^^^ by wbich government shall put before 


the public the results of the surveys and ex¬ 
periments which it is carrying on; but we 
contend, that, in doing this, it should employ 
economic agencies already existing, which are 
‘far more efficient than any immediate govern¬ 
mental agency can be. 

Government should contract with publishers 
to print and publish its scientific reports. The 
plan is perfectly feasible. Every copy which 
the government might wish to give away to 
public libraries could be bought of the pub¬ 
lisher at a cost fift} r per cent less, we venture 
to eay, than government now pays for the 
same work. It would be tire publisher’s busi¬ 
ness to make the work known everywhere; 
and such a work would be far more read than 
it now is, for it would be made as other books 
are, aud brought before the people intelli¬ 
gently. By such a policy no scientific organi¬ 
sation or student of science now in commu¬ 
nication with the distributing-office would 
suffer loss, while a great many people who 
arc accustomed to get their books from book¬ 
sellers would come into possession, in the most 
natural waj^, of this important body of litera¬ 
ture. 

The effect of such a system would be to 
contract the business of the government print¬ 
ing-office, and that is an end devoutly to be 
wished for by every honest citizen who sees 
the necessity of checking corruption by limit¬ 
ing the opportunities for corruption. The 
fewer salaried offioes this government; has, the 
less chance there is for an abuse of the civil 
service ; and science will gain nothing by ask¬ 
ing favors of the machine. There is an excel¬ 
lent Opportunity here for the educated classes 
to enter a protest, and to encourage a reform 
in administration. We have been demanding 
that the, administration should be conducted 
on business principles; and the present system 
by vfJj|oh government prints and publishes 
'books'un^bnalne^ik^i extravagant, and in. 
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The numerous accidents that bme> oocomd 
owing to the signal® showing 4 dear * whet* ihfi 
twitches -were set for a eiclo-fcraek led to the 
invention of /interlocking r ' which 4a now used 
extensively in England, and is being intros 
doced into this country- The term 1 interlock' 
ing * applies, to a system where the switches 
and signals cau be so worked by levers con¬ 
centrated at one point, that no safety-signal 
cap he given for any track until the switches 
are properly set for the safe passage of the 
train; and, when the signal is set to safety, 
none of the switches can be moved until toe 
signal is again made to indicate danger. The 
advantages of this system anvthat one man 
can operate a large number of switches and 
signals, And the interlocking apparatuses as 
a check upon him, and venders it impoesible 
for him to commit a mistake and move a wrong 
lever; and the mechanism is so arranged that 
a certain definite routine must be gone through 
in making a safe course for a train. The sig¬ 
nals standing at their normal position of 4 dan¬ 
ger/ the switches are first moved, then they 
are locked firmly in position: then only can 
the danger-signal be changed to safety for the 
passage of the train when all possible conflict¬ 
ing signals or switches are locked, so that they 
cannot be operated. When a certain track has 
been prepared for the safe passage of a train, 
the necessary alteration of switches and signals 
is began at the point farthest from the train, 
and ended at the signal nearest to it, this signal 


Bostoi (Boston 

mflroad^ i|:l|iu>ecently been introduced 
with rrrnrif nmrmsa 

The two prineipBf eariWbitil: of iUteryiiekiiM 
and signalling apparatus at the Cl^j^«a$Q«£ 
lion- are those of the Pennsylvania steel earn* 
pany and the .U nipn switch andsignal company?, 
Mr. George Weatinghouse, so' well known as 
the inventor of the break bearing his name. ; 
being the president of the latter company. 
The Union switch and signal company exhibits 
several distinct methods of working switches 
and signals controlled by interlocking appara¬ 
tus. First, the Saxby and Farmer method, 
which is very generally used in ISnglaad, and 
in some station-yard* on the continent 5 Brus¬ 
sels, for example. In this ike whole work of 
moving the signals and switches is effected by 
the manual power of the signalman. But as 
this Involves bohaiderable physical exertion hr 
places where the levers are numerous, and some 
of the signals area conai dtnahia flint—tin away, 
Mr. Westinghouse has introduced a system 
whereby the signalman only, moves yflvea ad¬ 
mitting either compressed air, or a mixture of 
water and wood, or methylated spirits of wine, 
to cylinders, the pistons of which perform the .: 
actual hard work of shifting the switches sod 
signals. The Pennsylvania steel company. 
shows an American invention, which proceeds:, 
on similar lines to the Saxby and Farmer t 
paratus, attaining, however, the: teme endf 
the use of fewer levers. 1 As, therefore, these , 
two systems are very similar, except as re*' 
gauds mechanical details, into which we need 


is ready for the train; an<| the setting of this 
signal to safety shall lock to danger aU conflict¬ 
ing signals not already locked. , 

The amount of safety scented by the adop¬ 
tion of interlocking apparatus is thus laid down 
by an English author: “ If a man were to go 
blindfold into a signal-box with an interlock¬ 
ing apparatus, he might, as ter as accordance 
between points and signals is concerned, be 
allowed with safety to pull ever any lever.at 
random. He. might doubtless delay the traffic, 
because he would not know which signal to 
lower for a particular train; but he could hot 
fewer such a signal,'nor prodooesaoha combi¬ 
nation of position of points(switches) TfSiid 
signals, as would,-if the scoots «ft*e obeyed, 
prpdnce a oolliSian." , 

• \Intet , lookiag'has.be«[i'yeryjfeaierafi.t#.W u «i- 
lirEngland,but hitherto 1. -;e a«. :'-on UaS 




the general methods and purposes of interlock-:, 
ing .mechanism wilt apply fe both eixb^iili^* 
The whofe question is novel onlhis .aider of tteh^ 
water, and will well repay a careful study- hfe 
all those who are interestedin the progress 
railroads. ' v .. .y,.’- "i.- r PfiM 

One of the points fhathas been e^nlj^pN^ 
wtte; interfering apteinttus" by the ■Penn^fSj^ 
vania steel companyis shown in tbeaciobite|$ 
pairing plan <#,"!trji$ks at thp Unfen 
Of the Philadelphia, Wilmington, ;au#plWp 
more railroad, at Wilmington, Del., ';$ 9 P|!w 
JdnctUm is -faws hflfe'west 
■ '.station,'it the 
•'''Thihgton **<1 
Delaware -'SKihiiateti. 
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switches on the cross- 
ing roads, bo that cross¬ 
ing trains running 
against signals will be 
turned in to a side-track, 
and cannot, therefore, 
cross or foul the main 
line- There are, in all, 
fifteen switches handled 
and controlled, and 
three other switches 
not handled (owing to 
the infrequent use, or 
being required only for 
hand-drilling), which 
are also perfectly con¬ 
trolled. Twelve facing 
point locks and seven¬ 
teen signals are em¬ 
ployed, some of them 
2,150 feet from the sig¬ 
nal-tower. , To operate 
the above, twenty-eight 
interlocking levers are 
used, with two spare 
lovers in the frame for 
future improvements. 
At this writing, the 
apparatus at Union 
Junction has been in 
use over one year with 
perfect success, and it 
will probably repay any 
railroad manager to 
visit it, and study its 
workings. 

.. In arranging a yard 
bfi the interlocking sys¬ 
tem, it is important to 
concentrate the switch¬ 
es so that they can be 
worked by one man 
one. machine, 
where as many as fifty 
leavers operating 
twitches and signals 
oan he conveniently ar¬ 
ranged. Provided'that 
the yard is well laid 
out, it is possible not 
' 0 t to gain greater 
security in 
Afand drilling, 
time 

and labor is effected, 

B a mm who is 
on the same 
pmftoipm the 



work of several men scattered about a yard, 
and having continually to move from one 
spot to another. Tho levers should be placed 
in a house constructed so. as to shelter the 
signalman from the weather, and enable him 
to have a good view of the whole yard ; and 
the latter object is generally best attained by 
placing him at some distance above the ground* 
level, so that his view is not obstructed by 
gassing engines and ears. 

The levers, which resemble the reverse 
lever of a locomotive, are mounted close to¬ 
gether in a line, and a name or number plate 
on each lever shows its use and purpose; and, 



to further distinguish the levers, all those 
operating switches may be painted one color, 
locking levers another color, and so on. 
Each hand-lever carries a spring-catch, which 
secures the lever at either end of the stioke; 
and the detent, forced down by the spring, 
and pulled up by the action of the signalman’s 
hand in grasping the handle-end of the lever 
and its catch, instead of engaging m a notched 
rack, as on a locomotive, slides in a curved 
slot in a pivoted bar. This bar, or * rocker/ 
is therefore moved about its pivot by the very 
action of the signalman grasping the lever. 
Interlocking virtually consists of mechanism 
attached to this pivoted bar, which renders 
it, immovable ulitter certain , droumstances* 
These controlling circumstances are the posfc 
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tiona of certain of the other levers in the 
frame. To exemplify this, we will take three 
levers, A, B, and C, If A and B be in such 
position that a signal given by the movement 
Of lever 0 will bo dangerous or misleading to 
a train, the pivoted bar connected to lever C 
is locked, and cannot be moved by any exer¬ 
tion of strength on the part of the signalman; 
and therefore he cannot even begin to move 
lever 0, ami the possibility of giving a wrong 
signal is put beyond doubt.. Similarly, nothing 
is effected unless the lever completes its stroke. 
The pivoted bar or 4 rocker/ through which the 
whole work of interlocking is done, moves 
only at the extreme ends of the stroke of the 
levers, and then is only moved by the rising 
or falling of the spring detent. This inven¬ 
tion, simple as it seems, is the result of many 
years' experience, accidents having often oc¬ 
curred through a lazy signalman pulling his 
lever through part only of the stroke, and thus 
only partially effecting the locking. This is 
now impossible ; and the intention of a switch¬ 
man to move a lever, expressed by his grasping 
the lever and so moving the spring-catch, inde¬ 
pendently of his putting the intention into 
force, actuates all the necessary locking. 

The details of locking-apparatus are some¬ 
what complicated, but the principle is simple. 
Certain bars carrying lugs or projections are 
made to slide or move by the movements of the 
rockers. Certain other bars, which are also 
moved by the action of one or more rockers, 
are slotted or pierced with holes, so that, in 
certain positions, the lugs in the first set of bars 
can enter the holes in the second set of bars, 
and, in other positions, the lugs strike against 
the bars, and cannot be moved. It is, of 
course, obvious that the arrangement is such 
as to prevent unsafe or contradictory signals 
being given, and permit only of safe or harmo¬ 
nious signals; and, by a careful arrangement 
of the looking-apparatus, it is sometimes pos¬ 
sible to make a few movements effect important 
changes of the switches and signals with a 
minimum of levers and complication. 

It is obvious, that, when switches are worked 
from a distance, there is a chance of the switch 
being incompletely closed, owing either to 
dirt, or a stone, or ice, choking the switch 
itself, or the switch-rods working it. There 
is also a danger that the switch-rod might 
break or become disconnected, and that, 
though the signalman moved all his levers, and 
all the locking and unlocking was properly per¬ 
formed in his cabin, yet the switch itself might 
remain unshifted, or be left half open. To 
obviate this, the feeing point lock was invented. 
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Tbis is a bolt which can only be shot into 
a crossbar connecting the two rails of the 
switch when the switch is either properly 
closed, or wide open. A failure of the switch 
connections, or an obstruction in the switch, 
will render it impossible for the bolt to enter 
the opening to lock the switch; and, as the 
signalman's lever actuating this lock inter¬ 
locks with the signal levers, no train can be 
signalled to approach until the switch is either 
closed, or wide open, as the case may be, and 
firmly locked in its proper position. But an¬ 
other danger has to be guarded against: signal¬ 
men, to save time, will generally throw a signal 
again to danger directly the engine of an ap¬ 
proaching train has passed ; bis other levers are 
then set free, and he can unlock his switch, 
and actually change the switch, before the whole 
train has passed, thus probably throwing the 
rear vehicles off the track, and causing a 
serious accident. To guard against this, a 
locking or detector bar is used, which lies near 
the rail, but clear of a wheel, when the switch 
is either shut or full open; but directly the 
switch is moved from cither of these positions, 
the bar moves close to the tread of the rail, and 
takes such a position that it must come in 
contact with any wheel approaching the switch. 
As the bar is made longer than the distance 
between any two trucks, it follows, that, as 
long as a train is passing over the switch, one 
or more wheels of the train must prevent this 
bar being moved, and, as the switch-lock and 
the bar are arranged to move together, it fol¬ 
lows that the switch cannot be unlocked until 
the last truek’of the last car of a train has 
passed. The Union switch and signal com¬ 
pany adheres to Saxby and Farmer's arrange¬ 
ment of this bar where it moves vertically., 
The Pennsylvania steel company shifts it later* 
ally. The latter movement is more easily per¬ 
formed, and the bar can serve as a guard-rail; 
but its movement seems somewhat liable to be 
impeded by snow failing between the rail and 
bar. 

(To be continued.) 


THE WEATHER IN MAY, 1883. 

Tiiebk have been two periods of very epveee 
storms, and at many places of tornadoes. The 
first of these accompanied a ‘ low,’ first noted, 
in Colorado 1 on the 18th. ‘This moved with 
considerable energy over Colorado and Ne¬ 
braska. On the 14th, increasing in energy* ; 

1 It has been found necessary, owing to the »mallne** of 
appropriation, to gtv« up all telegmpblng report# w«*t fb* ;; 
Rocky Mountains; banco the charts arc made up oply lo ltw 
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it advanced into Ohio. At the morning obser¬ 
vation of this date, pressures .5 to .6 inch below 
the mean were noted in Iowa. 

Reports of hail on the 18th, 14th, and 15th, 
sometimes of astonishing size, have been sent 
from thirty-six stations, mostly in Iowa, Kan¬ 
sas, Missouri, Indiana, and Illinois. The 
following is a brief summary of tornado reports. 
Indiana: Amity, 14fch, 7.80 p,at. ; Waterloo, 
night of 14th, only three houses left standing ; 
Muncio, night of 14th; Indianapolis, 14th, 6* 
p.M. In Kansas : Troy, 13th, 5 p.m. ; Muncie, 
18th, 4,30 p.m. , most violent storm ever known 
in the county. In Michigan: White Pigeon, 
14th, 4 p.m. ; Sturgis, 14th, 3.30 p,m., came 
from south-east. In Missouri: Kansas City, 
13th, 4.30 p.m. , from south-west, track from a 
hundred and fifty to two hundred and fifty 
yards wide, damage $300,000 ; Cameron, 13th, 
5 p.m. ; Macon, 13th, 8 p.m.; Pattonsburg, 
13th, o p.m. In Ohio: Frederiokstown, 14th, 
afternoon. , 

The second period was ushered in by a deep 
‘ low * Sn Colorado on the 17th. At 11 p.m., 
Washington time, pressures at Yankton and 
North Platte were 29.16 inches, or more than 
.7 inch below the mean. On the 18th the 1 low 9 
moved into Minnesota, and on the 20th a por¬ 
tion of it moved east into the St. Lawrence 
valley ; while its influence was felt in forming 
a second subsidiary 4 low * in western Tennes¬ 
see on the same date. The latter moved slow¬ 
ly, and passed off the Atlantic coast on the 
24th. Tornadoes are reported as follows. In 
Arkansas: Eureka Springs, 18th; it cut a 
path a quarter of a mile wide through a dense 
forest, and destroyed several buildings. In 
Illinois: Hillsboro', 18th, 10 p.m., a funnel- 
shaped cloud moving porth-east, the width of 
destruction, ten to thirty rods ; Grafton, a ear 
loaded with stone weighing twent 3 ’-one tons 
was lifted from the track, and the stones were 
scattered; Chemung, 18th, before 6 p.m.; 
Chicago, night of 18th; Springfield, 18th, 
7.10 p.m. ; Posotam, 18th, 11.30 p.m. ; Little- 
berry was nearly destroyed; Jacksonville, 18th 
evening, severest storm ever known ; Edwards- 
ville, 18th evening, carne from south-east, width 
of track six hundred to eight hundred feet; 
Taliula, 18th, 9 p.m. Up to midnight of 19th, 
the number of deaths in Illinois caused by the 
tornadoes of this date was sixty-three. In 
Missouri: Moody, 18th, 19th, every house 
blown down; Berger, 18th, 7 p.*t., six houses 
and one mill destroyed; Oronogo, 18th, 7-40 
rx, six persons killed, $75,000 damage. 
Stew York; Slat, one of the seve*%at storms 
that ever visited Long Island, in Tennessee; 


Chattanooga, 20th, 4 p.m. In WiscOnsfn: 
Janesville* 18th evening; Racine, X8tfe> 7 p.m.* 
twenty-five people killed, damage $60,000, 
track five hundred yards wide. 

The chart of monthly isobars, isotherms, and 
wind-directions is given on p, 35. The per¬ 
manent suratwer low-pressure area has en¬ 
larged a little, and moved only slightly from its 
position last month. Mean pressures are in 
general below the normal, except in Florida 
and the upper Missouri valley. The mean 
temperature east of the 100th meridian was 
3.1° below the mean; highest temperature, 
109° at Eagle Pass, Tex., and Yuma, Cal. 
Illinois and Missouri report damaging frosts 
on the 22d. 

A comparison of floating ice with May, 1882, 
shows the eastern limit 3° west of last May, but 
the southern limit is the same. The number 
and size of icebergs are much less than last year, 
while there has been no flehi-ice., The Gulf of 
8t. Lawrence, blocked last year, is clear this. 

There were deficiencies in min fall: Middle 
Atlantic, .58 inch; West Gulf, 1.50; Rio 
Grande valley, 2.93; extreme north-west, 
1.65 ; and middle plateau, .69. , Excesses : New 
England, i.4l; South Atlantic, 2.91; Tennes¬ 
see, .54 ; Ohio valley, .77 ; lower lakes, 3.02 ; 
upper lakes, .85; upper Mississippi valley, 
.68 ; Missouri valley, 3.03 ; middle slope, 1.09 ; 
southern slope, 1.91; northern plateau, .99; 
North Pacific coast, .86; Middle Pacific coast, 
2.33; and Southern Pacific coast, .80. In 
California the rain has been four times the 
usual May fail. * 

A hundred and thirty-nine cautionary sig- 
nals were displayed, of which 84% were justi¬ 
fied by winds of 25 miles or more per hour, at 
or within 100 niiles of the station. 


SYMMETRICAL LINEAR FIGURES PRO¬ 
DUCED BY REFLECTION ALONG A 
RIVER-BANK. 

In July, 1882 , I noticed on the Magaguida* 
vie River, in New Brunswick, some figures* 
apparently formed through combination of 
actual fissures in tlve rocks at the water's edge, 
and the reflections of these fissures from the.i 
surface of the water, which were not a little 
remarkable. 

It was late in the afternoon. One thunder¬ 
shower had just ceased, and another was about, 
to begin. The sky was somewhat overcast, 
and the water more or less shaded by the forest: 
which covers most of the adjacent land. The 
banks of the river are bold, the shore befog litis# 
in many places with steep rocks having abrupt 







£boe«/ Tha.i^ to thb lifting of the abW ax 
bnwjkwt water bj the tides, the bdaghsoftbe 
frees which werlwrig the river are trimmedo# 
sharply and squarely, m if by abeam, at a ,plane 
which marks the limit reached by the water 
of the highest tides. By the saraemeans, the 
rocks on the strand are kept clear of vegeta¬ 
tion; so that there is ordinarily a well-defined 
wall of bare rock between the water and the 
trees, even when the tide is high, and the river 
apt far from being fall. At the time I am 
speaking of, there was no wind: the surface 
of the water was absolutely glassy, and a 
superb reflection of the foliage of the forest was 
to be seen in the mirrdr which the river made* 

I had Just remarked to a chance companion on 
our little steamboat how difficult it was to 
distinguish between the water and the land r so 
oompieteij* were the real rocks and trees blended 
with their reflections, when my attention was 
attracted by, a rock, apparently at the water's 
edge, which was covered with symmetrical lines 
ana figures. I called out to a friend, who was 
standing at some distance from me on the 
deck of the boat, to ‘ look at the pictured 
rock,* and, on turning from him to again look 
at the shore, I perceived that it was not one 
rock alone that bore figures : there was a long, 
broad ribbon or dado of similar picturing at 
the edge of the water, running along the shore 
between the real trees and the picture produced 
by tine reflection of the trees in the water. I 
; am fortunate in being able to say that my 
friend saw the picturing on the rock to which 
his attention was thus hastily directed, for the 
fact enables me to dismiss the notion that the 
figures might possibly have been 4 subjective ' 
tp myself. I had, however* hardly time enough 
to get a fair view of the picture before a new 
shbwer of rain ruffled the water, hid the shore, 
and drove m under cover. 

' Beside herring-bone patterns, there were 
0 symmetrical lines, bars, and flu tings of various 
together with figures suggesting short 
ttsAoee, staves, or Oven spears and arrows, as 
Vf^U as Others in the semblance Of hieroglyph- 
Indeed, the whole effect was very Egyp- 
tiondiice; while many of the lines recalled those 
#?• commonly used of late years for. ornament* 
such 'lines as are, 1- believe, 
te^nioftlly called deeding/ . 
^¥;^;thliakJi3g the matter-over, I was at''first 
that I must haVe been took* 
kaleidoscope; but, oh, 
it sepms 

^that’ is' « 

t^wator^wflriwbf lines, cracks, 


for iiftfct , if hot fiirf 1 T'thy©''1 1 w|t- 
ttesfeed. I regret that the attitude of mere - 
wonder and limitation into which my mind 
was thrown should have hindered me for the 
moment from making a proper critical exami¬ 
nation of the figures,* but I have been impressed 
by the conceptions that similar appearances 
cannot possibly be infrequent when the water 
of the river is still, and that some of the first 
rudiments of primitive art did probably origi- 
* nate in effbrfcs made to copy such natural line- 
ations as these. 

There is, I believe, an old, perhaps it is an 
endless dispute as to whether, in the history 
of human art, such kinds of ornamentation as 
herring-bone figures, reeding, and fluting have 
ever been derived from a direct imitation of 
natural objects, or whether they have not 
always arisen from mental conceptions. It 
has seemed to me that the observation here 
recorded should bear with considerable force 
in favor of the view of tho£c students who 
refer the beginnings of all things to facts of 
actual observation and experience. 

I am well aware that the atmospheric con¬ 
ditions were of somewhat exceptional character 
at the moment when I saw the picturing ; but 
it is evident that rock-fissures, properly placed 
as regards a body of still water, will naturally 
be duplicated by reflection therefrom. There is 
every reason to suppose that figures analogous 
to those I witnessed may often be.seen where 
rocks and water meet, and it is hard to believe 
that they have not been seen frequently by 
persons favorably situated. There is conse¬ 
quently no ^probability in the idea that some 
of the primitive designs of savage nations may 
have been copied from them. Different effects 
would, of course, be produced in different locali¬ 
ties, according to the quality and mode of 
stratification of the rocks, and to the nature of 
the Jointings, seams, and scars which the rocks 
bear ? and it is not unlikely that the rocks on 
the Magaguidavic River may be peculiarly 
well fitted for exhibiting these pictorial effects. 
But the capital fact of duplication by reflection 
must foe common to all localities; and theta 
are probably many places where ornamental 
figures would be produced by mere force of 
repetition even of very simple forms; that is 
to sky , by the formaticm^ at one and the 'same 
time* of a series of figures comprising many 
individual reflections, each one of which was 
similar to all the rest. A general idea of some 
kinds offbrmsthat may possibly be seen where 
cracks .in rocks are reflected from a body of 
cftltit^aiw inky be got^ Hfete 

those of ! ty* ':miyrSmi^hidbL I have seto<Aed ; 
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from a hundred or more that occurred to me. 
No effort has been made in the diagram to copy 
the actual appearances seen on the liver-bank. 
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An essentially different style of representation 
would Ik? needed in order to convey a just con¬ 
ception of the effect of the scene I witnessed. 
With the exception of the herring-bone .figure, 
I cannot profess that either of the figures of 
the diagram is like any of those I saw in New 
Brunswick, ft is to be remembered, however, 
that, whatever the forms may be that are pro¬ 
duced by reflection from one particular bank 
of rock, the same kindWff forms will usually 
and probably be repeated again and again with 
the result that a pattern or 4 design * will be 
produced. 

I consider myself so little qualified to look 
up a matter wholly foreign to my usual studies, 
that I have made no effort to search for rec¬ 
ords of observations similar to the one here 
described, though I am strongly inclined to 
believe that such records must exist. I would 
say merely, that on again steaming up the 
Magaguidavic Hirer at a time when a breeze 
was stirring, and the surface of the water was 
ruffled, I saw none of the picturing excepting in 
oue quiet nook or cove, where a series of really 
superb herring-bone figures was produced by 
reflection from the surface of the calm water 
of the lines of stratification between the beds 
of rock, which were here tilted at a consider¬ 
able angle. Although during this second visit 
I saw none of the ‘ reeding/ or of the other 
kinds of symmetrical figures which had so much 
impressed me before, the multiplicity of the 
herring-bones, i.e M the continued repetition of 
this figure, was specially noteworthy. A pecul¬ 
iar kind of beauty or sense of satisfaction to 
the eye was thus obtained, which a single figure 
would clearly not bave been comgetcnt lp give. 
It is reasonable, to suppose, fh&t wherever 


complete herring-bone figures are formed, as 
here, by reflection of those lines between the 
layers of rock which are continuous, and, so to 
say, perfect, a variety of related or derived 
figures will be produced by the reflection of 
lines which are not continuous ; that is to say, 
the reflections from lines that are imperfect in 
way, or broken into various lengths, would 
give rise to hieroglyphic characters in consid¬ 
erable variety, though they might ail belong to 
* one common group or kind. 

At the time of my second visit to the river, I 
could see no reason to doubt that the figures 
might be seen almost any day when the time 
of high tide, and consequently of a full river, 
happened to be coincident with the calm 
moments so common in summer at the hours 
not far from sunrise and sunset. 

As bearing on the question of human imita¬ 
tion, it is of interest to note, that while herring¬ 
bone patterns would naturally be produced 
wherever the lines of stratification of tilted 
layers of rock are reflected from calm water, 
i.e., in numberless localities, it is precisely these 
figures which have been most frequently de¬ 
lineated by savages upon pottery and other im¬ 
plements as one of their earliest artistic efforts. 

Excepting the two instances here recorded, 
I have never noticed any such figures in the 
course of my own travels, nor have l heard of 
their being seen by others. I am assured, 
moreover, by several of the most competent 
and experienced observers of my acquaintance, 
that they have never witnessed any thing simi¬ 
lar. I expect, however, for my own part, to* 
see such figures from this time forth, when 
opportunity offers, and I trust that many other 
persons will do so. It is to be hoped, withal, 
that some of the more noteworthy effects of 
this sort may be accurately depicted. 

F. H. Stokeh. 

THE AMERICAN SWAMP CYPRESS . 

The following observations on the bald or 
swamp cypress of the southern states are 
condensed tYom the forthcoming second volume 
of the memoirs of the Kentucky geological 
survey. They embody the results of certain 
inquiries which show that this peculiar tree 
deserves more study than has been given to 
it by our botanists. 

The Tax odium disti churn is., as is well 
known, a common tree in the swamps of the 
southern states, extending from New Jersey 
to Texas, and northwardly in the Mississippi 
valley, to the lowlands of southern Illinois. 
It has several titles to distinction < it is 
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only in all its* proportions the noblest of all 
onr coniferous trees east of the Kooky Moun¬ 
tains, vying in girth and height with the yellow 
poplar (the Liriodeodron tulipifera of the 
botanists), but it is by far the most stately 
all the of trees belonging on the eastern face of 
the continent. Moreover, it has certain habits 
which are altogether peculiar to its species, 
and which constitute it a very exceptional 
member of the Coni ferae. 

When this tree grows on the dry ground, * 
or ou a surface where the water does not stand 
during the summer half of the year, it differs 
in no important feature from its kindred 
species; but, when it grows in swamps which 
arc flooded during the spring or summer 
months, the roots form excrescences, which rise 
so that their crests overtop the level of the 
water during these seasons. Theso excres¬ 
cences are of varying height, their projection 
above the level of the roots depending on the 
depth of the swamp-waters during those sea¬ 
sons of growth. These conditions may be 
satisfied by projections, or 4 knees * as they 
are called, that rise only a few inches above 
the root, or they may rise to the height of five 
or six feet above? the soil. These knees are 
aub-cylindrical in form ; near the base they are 
elongated in the direction in which the root 
extends; above, they give a nearly circular 
section; at the top they are crowned by ft 
cabbage-shaped expansion of bark of irregular 
shape, rough and warty without, often hollow 
within. They are often as much as eighteen 
inches in diameter. They are so commonly 
hollow, and of such size, that they are sometimes 
used by the natives for beehives or for well- 
buckets, for either of which uses they are toler¬ 
ably well adapted. A tree of large size, say 
six feet in diameter, will often have as many 
as thirty or forty of these knees projecting 
above the swamp-water which surrounds its base. 

Looking closely at these knees, we observe, 
that, unless they are evidently decayed, they 
generally have a very porous, spongy bark 
over the surface of their crests; and the bark 
on this summit, peeling off from time to time, 
exposes a singularly spongy surface, such 
as we find in the inner bark of the pine-tree 
when the coarse outer bark is peeled away. 

There have been many conjeotnres as to the 
function of these knees. It hat been supposed 
that they were in the nature of suckers or 
branches from the roots, which gave rise to 
new trees; but, after examining thousands of 
these knees, I am convinced that they never 
hive this nature. * Iij no case hbvb I or 
heard of any thrift apptaripg on tfeeai. '’ : ‘Itbk 


only clew to their function I have obtained 
in the following way: whenever it happens that 
the knees become' entirely submerged during 
the growing season, the trees to which they 
belong inevitably die. Very extensive proof of 
this point was given by the general submer¬ 
gence of extensive districts during the earth¬ 
quakes of 1811-13, in the region near the 
Mississippi, where the cypress-trees over a 
region, several hundred miles in area were 
killed by a subsidence that brought the water 
a foot or two below the crests of the knees. 
In licel-Foot Lake, in Kentucky and Tennes¬ 
see, thousands of these long ordinary cypress- 
boles still stand in the shallow waters, though 
it is now seventy years since they were killed 
by the slight submergence of their knees. 

The same thing can be seen on a smaller 
scale in several mill-ponds in western Ken¬ 
tucky, where the change in level of the swamp- 
water has brought theso excrescenoes below 
the surface of the water. These facts — viz., 
the absence of the knees when the tree grows 
on high land, and the death of the tree when 
the knees are permanently submerged — lead 
me to the opinion that the use of these ex¬ 
crescences is to bring the sap while in the 
roots in contact with the air. That they have 
this function is made more probable by the 
fact, that their heads, i.e., the parts which 
always project above the water during the 
growing season, remain very vascular, and, by 
a process of desquamation, secure the expos¬ 
ure of the inner bark to the air. 

It is evident that this tree affords us a very 
interesting instance of a specialized structure, 
that only develops when tho plant occupies a 
certain position. We often find this tree arti¬ 
ficially transplanted to the gardens of the 
western country. It then shows no distinct 
tendency to form knees, though the surface of 
the roots show a few short spurs not over an 
inch or so high. 

It is a well-known jfhet that the genus Tax- 
odium dates back into the early tertiarles. 1 I 
am not aware, however, that fossil knees have 
ever been found. Wc have only to examine 
the borders of the swamps to see that it can¬ 
not, on the uplands, maintain a battle with the 
contending* broad-leaved trees, though in any 
artificial open place it will grow with singular 
luxuriance.. 

It seems to mo likely that wc have here a 
very interesting case of a species owing its 
survival to a peculiar habit of growth* - There 
can hahtty be a doubt that thw kindred of'this 
Taxpdihifi heW kay important? pla^e A oti theb 
^vdlopt»ent 
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l6av&t trees* It seems not unlikely that it 
was crowded out on the higher ground, and 
forced to limit itself to this station which the 
swamps afford. In these permauent though 
shallow waters it dearly has an advantage over 
the broad-leaved forms of trees. 

I am . not aware that any structures resem¬ 
bling these knees are found among other plants. 
If it be the fact that they are peculiar to the 
TaxodUmi distichum, >ve have in this species 
a very remarkable case of a peculiar organ 
developed for a special purpose. 

There is another interesting problem con¬ 
cerning this species. The seeds seem to ger¬ 
minate beneath the water. I have seen many 
young trees growing in what must be perma¬ 
nent swamp, where the soil was buried to the 
depth of a foot or more. 1 have long desired 
to try some experiments on thte point, but 
have not lieon able to do so. I hope that some 
observer will undertake the inquiry. 

This tree is certain to have a great economic 
value. Its great size, its favorable position 
in relation to our great water-coprecs, its very 
rapid growth and excellent timber qualities, 
are all calculated to commend it for use as a 
constructive wood. There are many million 
acres of land in the southern states where it 
could be cultivated to advantage. If kept 
from competition with the deciduous trees, it 
will do as Well on any moist lowlands as in the 
actual swamps. Its growth is more rapid than 
that of any other of our timber-trees; the 
wood is said to be much stronger than that of 
any pine ; it* endures well in the open air with¬ 
out paint, as is shown by the fact that the 
trunks of trees killed in 1811 still stand nnde- 
cayed in the swamps near the Mississippi 
River. N. S. Shaler. 


It EVENT BABYLONIAN RESEARCH. 

In the Proceedings of the Society of biblical arche¬ 
ology for November, 1882, Mr. T. G. Pinches, the 
Assyrian scholar of the British museum, reports a 
discovery of more than ordinary interest. This is 
an historical notice on an inscribed cylinder, coming 
from the ancient city of Sippar, and belonging to 
Nabonidus, the last of the native jhahylonian kings. 
The cylinder was written before Cyrus had captured 
Babylon, but after h|s conquest of the Medes. The 
inscription of Nabonidus, after the usual introduc¬ 
tory formulas, relates the reconstruction Of several 
famous temples. The firsl of these, the temple 'of 
the Mooh-god at Haran, had been destroyed by the 
Modes. Being instructed by the gods Mardfrk and 
Sin to rebuild it, Nabonidus recalls for this purpose 
HIb armies from Gas*, on the border* of Egypt HO 
Informs us that the Umplebad opce befort be« «+- 


scored by the Assyrian king Assurbanipal 4 Sard a- 
napalus), and that he found, while engaged In the 
work, the inscribed cylinders of Assurbanipal and of 
Shalmaneser II. 

The great historic event referred to in this part of 
the inscription Is the fall of tho Median empire be¬ 
fore Cyrus the Great. When commanded to restore 
the temple by the god Marduk, Nabonidus replies 
that the Medes have destroyed it* and receives from 
Marduk the promise that tliey in their turn shall also 
^be destroyed. Nabonidus then relates: “ At the be¬ 
ginning of the third year, they {the gods) caused 
them (literally * him,’ the Median nation) to go out 
to war; and Cyrus, king of the land Atuan, their (lit. 
‘his, 1 he,, the Median nation’s) young servant, over¬ 
threw with his small army the Median hosts, cap¬ 
tured Astyages, king of the Medes, and carried him 
bound to his own (Cyrus’s) land.” 1 

The undoubted value of this passage for the solu¬ 
tion of the riddle left us by the conflicting testimony 
of tho Greek writers, as to tho relations of Cyrus and 
the Persians to Astyages and the Medes, is in part 
impaired by the ambiguous use of tho pronouns. It 
Is partly owing to this ambiguity that the translation 
just given differs from that of Mr. Pinches, who ren¬ 
ders: “ In the third year, he [the god Marduk] caused 
Cyrus, king of An ran, his young servant, to go with 
his little army; lie overthrew the wide-spreading Sab- 
manda |Medes), he caplured Utumegu (Astyages),. 
king of Sabmanda, and took his treasures to his (own) 
land.” It is difficult to say whether the words ‘his 
servant 1 mean servant of Marduk, as Mr. Pinches 
supposes, or servant (« tributary) of the Median 
people; but the latter seems, for certain grammatical 
reasons, more probable. It is also improbable that 
Nabonidus, a special votary of Marduk, should speak 
of Cyrus, a foreigner, as a servant of the same deity,, 
although wo know that later, perhaps for state rea¬ 
sons, Cyrus was friendly to the worship of Marduk (V*. 
Rawl, 35). It is more probable, that, when Naboni¬ 
dus mentions Cyrus as ‘his small servant,’ he means 
to say that Cyrus was a vassal prince to the Medes* 
The translation * him bound 9 (kam&tsu, lit. ‘his bond¬ 
age’), instead of ‘hU treasures,’ is well established' 
(I. Raw!, 13, 24 ff ), and adds not a little to the In¬ 
terest of the passage. 

In the cunciforth annals of Cyrus, written after he 
had captured Babylon, we have this monarch's brief 
account of the war with Media ( Trans, sot. bibl. 
arch., vli. 156 X,). After a renewed careful collation 
of this important passage, Mr. Pinches has published 
the original a second time (Proc. soc. MW* arch 
Nov., 1882). It is unfortunate that the ends of the 
lines are lost by mutilation of the clay tablet con¬ 
taining the inscription. Following is a translation 
of this passage: “[Astyages relied upon his troop®] 
and marghed against Cyrus, king of Anlan to {cap¬ 
ture liirri f] l * . . The troops of Astyages revolted' 
against him, made him prisoner [and delivered him} 0 
tb Cyrus . • Cyrus (marched) to Kcbatana, the 
rnyal city, {He captured} the silver, gold, treasures 
(?), (and) possession*!?), which Ecbatana hsd gotten 
by end he .sailed ,to Anian the treasures* 
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and possession* which (he took?].” This version 
differs slightly from the one offered by Mr. Pinches, 
but not as to the revolt of the troops of Astyages, his 
delivery to Cyrus, and the capture of Ecbatana. 

The accounts of Nabonidus and of Cyrus vary 
somewhat. The language of the former implies a 
battle in which Cyrus defeated the Medes and cap¬ 
tured Astyages, but does not mention a revolt, nor 
the capture of Ecbatana, the Median capital. The 
account by Cyrus,*being the state annals, Is likely to 
be the more exact, and enters more into detail than 
that of Nabonidus; but the two are not at all contra¬ 
dictory, All that Nabonidus wished to record was 
the overthrow of the Median power and the capture 
of their king, and it was unimportant whether this 
took place in battle or by mutiny. It may bo that 
he did not know the details of the war, or it is possi¬ 
ble that one division of the Median army gave battle, 
while another mutinied and delivered Astyages to 
Cyrus. There is an apparent difference in the two 
accounts as to the date of the capture of Astyages, 
According to the Cyrus text, this event took place in 
the sixth year of Nabonldus, while Nabonldus says 
that It occurred In the 4 third year.’ It is, however, 
not clear from what point Nabonidus reckons, — per¬ 
haps from the date of bis dream. 

There is nothing in either of these accounts to 
show whether Cyrus was in any way connected by 
birth with Astyages. As to the relation of the coun¬ 
tries of Media and Persia at this time, it is clear, 
from the language of Nabonidus, that Persia was a 
very small power; and if the word 4 his servant* 
(atttf/sw), as applied to Cyrus, means the servant of 
the Modes, th© conclusion would bo that Cyrus was 
a tributary king to the Median power. This agrees 
with the statement of Herodotus (l. 107), that Cam- 
byses, the father of Cyrus, was considered by As¬ 
tyages as of respectable family, but inferior to an 
ordinary Mede. Nicolaus of Damascus also makes 
Persia subject to Media (Muller, Frag* hist, Gr. t iii. 
300, Fr. 86). 

It Is certain that the mystery surrounding the rela¬ 
tions of the Median and Persian courts and people 
can never be ctearcd up with the aids hitherto pos¬ 
sessed. Nothing but the contemporaneous literature 
of these peoples themselves, and of neighboring peo¬ 
ples, can ever solv© the problem. In another Inscrip¬ 
tion Cyrps calls himself the king of Babylon, son of 
Cambyses king of AnSan, grandson of Cyrus king 
of AuSaxt, descendant of 8i»pt$ king of AnSan, royal 
offspring (V. Bawl. 83). This language Is, however, 
not inconsistent with the tradition, so strongly repre¬ 
sented by the Greeks, that the Persians Were tribu¬ 
tary to the Modes. To leave the government of 
subject nations in the hands of native kings was the 
tule in the later centuries of the Assyrian empire, 
and the Medea may well have practised the same 
policy. It was sufficient that the vassal king sent 
his yearly tribute, and, on proper occasion, kissed 
the foot of hia master; hut further than this, was not 
required, and he was regarded as king In his own 
tribe or nattatau 

A word as to Anian and Annan, These are geo¬ 


graphical terms, — the first a city; the second appar¬ 
ently a laud, because preceded by the sign for a 
country. But since this sign often represents a city 
also, it may well be that Ansan and An sum are only 
two different ways of writing the name of the same 
place. This seems to be also the opinion of Profes¬ 
sor Sayce {Tram* hoc. hibl . arc/b, lii. 475). Probably 
there was both a city and a country AnSan, or Auzan. 
But what was AnSau? In the same Inscription 
Cyrus calls himself king of Ansan and king of Per¬ 
sia (Parsu, Tram. soc. hlbt arch., vll, 155,159). Pos¬ 
sibly Ansan, or Anzan, was originally the name of a 
tribe, city, and district, to which Cyrus and his fam¬ 
ily belonged. 

Another temple which Nabonldus restores Is the 
celebrated temple of the Sun-god at Sippar. Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, lie relates, had restored this edifice, and 
bail sought for cylinders, hut without success. But 
Nabonidus was determined to find the Inscription of 
the founder of the temple; and bis search was re¬ 
warded, for, at a depth of eighteen cubits, he came 
across the cylinder of Naram-Sin, son of Sargon, 
which no king preceding him had seen for ‘three 
thousand two hundred years.* According to the 
custom of the kings, he placed an inscription of his 
own by the side of that of Naram-Sin. As the date 
of Nabonidus was about 550 B.C., that of Naram- 
Sin would go buck to 8750 B.C. But even at this 
time civilization must have been far advanced, for 
Sargon, the father of Naram-Sin (if the same as the 
Sargon of Agane), had in his library an astronomical 
work comprising seventy tablets. With this ancient 
date would agree the statement of Sargon II,, king 
of Assyria 721-705 B.C., that three hundred and 
fifty princes had preceded him on the throne (Cylin¬ 
der inscription, 1. 45), and the long list of Babylonian 
kings, numbering, before the tablet was broken, two 
hundred or more. 

A third tom pie, which Nabonidus restores, is that 
of the goddess Ann nit at Sippar. By digging he 
found the inscription of the last king who had re¬ 
stored the temple, Saggaati-Jlurla^ son of KudHi- 
JUl, about 1050 B.C. An unit, goddess of this temple, 
seems to he the planet Venus as morning and as 
evening star. 

These two celebrated temples at Sippar are men¬ 
tioned several times in the cuneiform literature. 
From Berosus, also, we know that the people of Sip¬ 
par were devoted to the worship of the sun, for he 
calls the place 4 city of the sun * (fv nb\u filuov SonrA. 
pate ). It was also, no doubt, as a part of this worship 
that the people of Sippar, whom the Assyrian king 
settled in the laud of Samaria, burned their children 
in the fire (2 Kings, xvll. 31), D. G. Lyow. 


OCEAN WATER AND BOTTOMS . 

Tbb ocean explored by the Norske Nordliavs 
expedition, 1876-78, was a part of the North Atlan¬ 
tic lying 1(0 the west and north of Norway. The sea¬ 
water was especially studied In order to ascertain, if 
possible, whether the relation subsisting between its 
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component parts varies sufliclently’to admit'of deter¬ 
mining its fluctuations by the most exact analytical 
methods, anti whether, in that case,*H were possible 
to deduce some definite rule regarding them* 

As the result of the analyses, L« Schmelck con¬ 
cludes, 41 The hypothesis which assumes the ocean to 
consist throughout Its entire depth of one homoge¬ 
neous fluid, in which the most accurate of chemical 
analyses shall fail to detect dissimilarity of composi¬ 
tion, has received from the experiments here described 
probably stronger confirmation than from any that 
have gone before them.’* Some of the most Interest¬ 
ing results are tabulated as follows, the first table 
showing the mean amounts of certain substances In 
sea-water at various depths, and the second showing 
the same for different parallels of latitude: — 


X. 



Hurface. 

Bottom. 

Inter. 

mediate 

depth*. 

Mean 

value. 

$peelf)o gravity . 

1.0265 

1.02155 

1.0266 

1.0265 

Chlorine .. 

1.930 

1.933 

1.934 

1.932 

Calcium oxide. 

: 0.0576 

0.0581 

0 0577 

0.0578 

Idagmjtslura oxide .... 

; 0.2205 

0.2207 

0.2200 

1 0.2203 

Sulphuric oxide ..... 

0.2211 

0.2208 

0.2223 

0.2214 


IT* 




8U*-71*. 

71*-«0*. 

j (MT-BS*. 

Specific gravity . . 
Cnlorino. 


1.0264 
, 1.929 

1.0266 

1.937 

1.0268 

Calcium oxide * . . 


0.0580 

0.0579 

! 0.0577 

Magnctdum oxide 


0.2190 

0 2210 

0.2205 

Sulphuric oxide . . 


0.2308 ! 

0.2210 

0.22*23 

__ 


The mean value of the salts occurring in sea-water 
is given as follows; — 

CaCO„, OiiS0 4 , Mg30 4 , MgCl a , KC1, NaHC<> 3 , NOl. 

0.002, 0,1395, 0.2071, Q.3561, 0.0747, 0.0166, 2.682. 

Hence 100 parts of dry sea-salt contain — 

OaOO a , CaS0 4t Mg80 4 , MgOI*, KOI, NaOO„ NaOl. 

0.057, 4.00, 5,931, 10.20, 2.14, 0.475, 76.84. 

The ocean-bottom studied is especially interesting 
from the amount of present and past volcanic and 
glacial activity in the lands surrounding it. Here, as 
elsewhere, depth was found to he the principal factor 
in determining the character of the deposits. Along 
the coasts of Norway and Spitsbergen, generally at a 
less depth than five hundred fathoms, the bottom 
was found to be covered with a more or less plastic 
gray clay. Its coarseness or fineness varies consid¬ 
erably; and grains of quartz, as a rule with rounded 
edges, constitute the chief portion of the mineral 
particles in it. At the approximate depth of from 
five hundred to a thousand fathoms, a brown clay is 
found, forming a transition from the gray clay to the 
true oceanic deposits. 

At nearly all depths below a thousand fathoms, and 
oftentimes at less depths, is & fine light to dark brown 
colored deposit containing minute white shells of the 
genus Biloculina, in size and shape nke a pin-head. 


This shell gives name to the clay, which corresponds 
approximately to the Globigerlna ooze of the Chal¬ 
lenger expedition. The ground is taken, that the 
power of sea-water to dissolve the carbonate of lime 
of the forandniferal shells is not owing to the greater 
amount of carbonic acid at great depths in the ocean; 
for the observations of Mr. Torn^e showed that the 
sea-water invariably reacted as on alkali, and hence 
the carbonic acid could not be free. Again: the 
latter was found to be about the same In the depths 
of the ocean as on the surface; while the general 
Uniformity of composition of the seawater, as shown 
by numerous investigations, renders it improbable 
that any deviation in amount of carbonic add oc¬ 
curs; hence the power possessed by sea-water to 
dissolve carbonate of lime does not depend upon the 
greater or Jess proportion of free carbonic acid. 

The bottom of the shallow ocean between Norway, 
Becrcn Elland, Spitsbergen, and Novaia Zemlaia, was 
found to be covered with a greenish-gray clay con¬ 
taining but few animal remains. Minute and gen¬ 
erally sharp-edged quartz grains were the principal 
constituent. This deposit was termed the RHabd&m- 
mlna clay, from a genus of Foraminifera which often 
abounds in that part of the ocean-bed. This clay, 
according to Schmelck, originates from the ‘decom¬ 
position of quartzitlc rocks,* especially those of 
Beeren Elland. 

Off the volcanic island of Jan Mayen, above the 
six-hundred-fathom line, occurs a deposit of dark- 
gray sand, and sabulous clay containing fragments of 
basaltic lava, olivine, augite, etc., which seem to have 
been derived from the volcanic debris of the island. 

An important fact bearing on the question of the 
distribution of debris by bottom-currents in the 
ocean is the statement that “all samples of water 
brought up from the bottom were perfectly clear, 
without a trace of floating particles.** 

The occurrence of numerous stones and pebbles on 
the sea-floor, as well as not uncommonly a rocky bot¬ 
tom, is of interest The pebbles decrease in size and 
number in going from the shore towards deep water* 
While rare in the deep water south of the 72d par¬ 
allel, they are quite common in that to the west 
of Spltzbergen and Beeren Elland, where drift-ice 
abounds. Out of three hundred and seventy-five 
stations, pebbles and fragments of minerals and rocks 
were dredged at a hundred and twenty-three of 
them, while at many others no sample of the bottom 
could be obtained on account of its rocky condition. 
Of especial interest is the finding of numerous frag¬ 
ments of flint and ch&lk, a fossil (belemnite) from 
the chalk, fragments of coal, and some striated stones. 
Other pebbles and fragments found were marble, 
limestone, granite of various kinds, sandstone, argil¬ 
lite, quartzite, flint, chalk, granitic veinstone, quarts 
porphyry, gabbro, basalt, pumice, amygdalold&l rocks; 
chloride, hornblendic, quartz, mica, and other crystal¬ 
line Schists; calcite, quartz, mica, hornblende, fel¬ 
spar, asbestos, coal, olivine, augite, coral, shells of 
various kinds, rotten wood, etc. 

Schmelck concludes that organic agency Is a sub¬ 
ordinate factor in the formation of the floor-deposit* 
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of the northern .ocean, as is volcanic dtbria, bat that 
the chief portion of the material consist# of the solid 
matter carried oat to sea by drift-ice and glacial riv¬ 
ers. M. B. Wapswobth. 


THE NATURAL HISTORY OF IMPLE¬ 
MENTS A 

“When will hearing be like seeing?*’ Bays the 
Persian proverb. Words of description will never 
give the grasp that the mind takes through actual 
sight and handling of objects; and this is why, In fix¬ 
ing and forming ideas of civilisation, a museum Is so 
necessary. One understands the function of such a 
museum the better for knowing how the remarkable 
collection formed by Gen, PH t-Rivers came into ex¬ 
istence. About 1851 its collector, then Col. Lane 
Fox, was serving on a military sub-comraittee to ex¬ 
amine improvements in small arms. In those days 
the British army was still armed (except special rifle¬ 
men) with the old smooth-bore percussion musket, 
the well-known * Brown Bess,* The improved wea¬ 
pons of continental armies had brought on the ques¬ 
tion of reform; but the task of this committee of 
juniors to press changes on the heads of the service 
was not an easy one, even when the Puke of Welling¬ 
ton, at last convinced by actual trial at the butts, 
decreed that he would have every man in the army 
armed with a rtfle-muaket. Col. Fox was no mere 
theorist, but a practical man, who knew what to do 
and how to do it; and his place in the history of the 
destructive machinery of war is marked by his hav¬ 
ing been the originator and first instructor of the 
School of musketry at Hythe. While engaged In this 
work of improving weapons, his experience led his 
thought* into a new channel. It was forced upon 
him that stubbornly fixed military habit could not 
accept progress by leaps and bounds, only by small 
partial changes, an alteration of the form of the bul¬ 
let here, then a slight change In the grooving of the 
barrel; and so on, till a succession of these small 
changes gradually transformed a weapon of low or¬ 
ganization into a higher one, while the disappearance 
of the intermediate steps* as they were superseded, left 
apparent gaps In the stages of the invention, -—gaps 
which those who had followed its actual course knew 
to have been really filled up by a series of interme¬ 
diate .stages* These stages Col. Lane Fox collected 
and arranged In their actual order of development, 
Ond thereupon there grew up in his mind the idea 
that such had been the general course of develop¬ 
ment oI arts among mankind. He set himself to col¬ 
lect weapons and other implements till the walla pt 
hi# house were covered from cellar to attic with series 
of sj^sars, boomerangs, bows, and other instruments, 
«9 grouped as to show the probable history of their 
development. After a while this expanded far beyond 
the limits of h private collection, and grew Into h}s 
museum. There the student may observe in the oc- 

1 Bxtrsct fatm a lecture on anthropology, delivered Feb. 21, 
at the University museum, Oxford, by JC. B, Tn-o*, D.O.L., 
x-M* FrumJtoforrofklaylT. 


tuai specimens the transitions by which the parrying- 
stick, used in Australia and elsewhere to ward off 
spears, must have passed into the shield. It is re¬ 
markable that one of the forms of shield which lasted 
on latest Into modern times had not passed into a 
mere screen, but was still, so to speak, fenced with. 
This was the target carried by the Highland regiments 
in the low countries In 1747. In this museum, again, 
are shown the series of changes through which tho 
rudest protection of the warrior by the hides of ani¬ 
mals led on to elaborate suits of plate and chain 
armor. The principles which are true of the develop¬ 
ment of weapons are not less applicable to peaceful 
Instruments, whose history is Illustrated In this col¬ 
lection. It is seen how (as was pointed out by the 
late Cari Kngei) the primitive stringed instrument 
was the hunter’s bow, furnished afterwards with a 
gourd to strengthen the tone by resonance, till at last 
the hollow resonator came to be formed In the body 
of the instrument, as in the harp or violin. Thus the 
hookah or nargileh still keeps something of the shape 
of the cocoanut-shell, from which it was originally 
made, and is still called after (Persian, ndrjU ~ cocoa- 
nut). But why describe more of these lines of de¬ 
velopment when the very point of the argument is 
that verbal description fails to do them justice, and 
that really to understand them they ought to be fol¬ 
lowed In the aeries of actual specimens? All who 
have been initiated into the principle of development 
or modified sequence know how admirable a training 
the study of these tangible things is for the study of 
other brandies of human history, where intermediate 
stages have more often disappeared, and therefore 
trained skill and judgment are the more needed to 
guide the Imagination of the student In reconstruct¬ 
ing the course along which art and science, morals 
and government, have moved since they began, and 
will continue to move in the future. 

'' \ .. .. 

THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE AMERI¬ 
CAN TURRET SPIDER . 

At the meeting of the Academy of natural sciences 
of Philadelphia, June 19, Rev. Henry C. McCook 
exhibited nests of Tarenfcula arenicoJa fclcudder, 
—a species of ground spider of the family Lyco- 
sidae, properly known as the turret spider. The 
neats in natural site are surmounted by structures 
which quite closely resemble miniature old-fashioned 
chimneys composed of mud and crossed sticks, as 
seen in the log cabins of pioneer settlers. From 
half an inch to one inch of the tube projects above 
ground, while it extends straight downward twelve 
or more inches into the earth. The projecting por¬ 
tion, or turret, Is in the form of a pentagon, more or 
less regular, and is built up of bits of grass, stalks 
of straw, small twigs, etc., laid across each other at 
the corners. The upper or projecting parts have a 
thin lining of silk. Taking its position just inside 
the watch-tower, the spider leap# out, and captures 
such 'insects as may come in its way. Nests had 
been found at?the base of the Alleghany Mountains 
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near Altoona, and In New Jersey on the seashore. 
In the latter location the animal had availed it&tt 
ol the building-material at hand by forming the 
foundation of Its watch-tower of little quartz pebbles, 
sometimes producing a structure of considerable 
beauty. In tills sandy site the tube is preserved 
Intact by a delicate secretion of silk, to which the 
particles of sand adhere. This secretion scarcely 
presents the character of a web-linhig, but has suf¬ 
ficient consistency to hold aloft a frail cylinder of 
sand when It is carefully freed from its surroundings. 
A nest recently obtained from Vineland, N.J., fur¬ 
nished an interesting illustration of the power of 
these aranelds to intelligently adapt themselves to 
varying surroundings, and to take advantage of cir¬ 
cumstances with which they certainly could not 
have been previously familiar. In order to preserve 
the nest with a view to study the life-history of its 
occupant, the sod containing the tube had been care¬ 
fully dug up, and the upper and lower openings 
plugged with cotton. Upon the arrival of the nest 
In Philadelphia, the plug guard!tig the entrance had 
been removed; but the other had been forgotten, and 
allowed to remain. The spider, which still inhabited 
the tube, immediately began removing the cotton 
at the lower portion, and cast some of It out. 
Guided, however, apparently by its sense of touch, to 
the knowledge that the soft fibres of the cotton would 
be an excellent material with which to line the tube, 
she speedily began putting it to that use, and had 
soon spread a soft smooth layer over the inner 
surface and around the opening. The nest in this 
condition was exhibited, and showed the interior to 
be padded for about four inches from the summit of 
the tower. The very manifest inference was drawn, 
that the spider must for the first time have come in 
contact with such a material as cotton, and had im¬ 
mediately utilized Its new experience by substituting 
the soft fibre for the ordinary silken lining, or by 
adding it thereto. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 
Equations of third degree. 


Thr second or third terms of any equation may 
be made to disappear, and we may therefore assume 

a? + Ax* + li ~ 0; (1) 

and the solution of this equation must Involve the 
general solution of cubics. Assume 

x = y| — ykz\ -f *1. ffy 

Hence _ 

yt = fit — 2*1 4* -Jzh 

y — fyx — izi -f lxz\ — z 4* \z% y/x ^ jif. 

V 4- * — |x*i “ fyx —S*l 4- y/x — 

z \ - t±i zl e *ZJJL til 3 . ; 

as m ■ fix* 


17/ + s) a 
Via?* 


+ t±JL 
~ a x 


i - i 

zi ~ V 12 

| 3(7/4**)* ft) 1 


m&(z - p) 3 = 

64o> 4- 240x*(y 4- *J*4'102a*(y 4 4- *)•. 

»* —8x*{y 4* z)* 4-8x # (y 4* z) 4 — (y 4- 

-27*ri« 


x® 4- 8 x a ** (y 4- z) a = 0. 

In (1) and (8), equating coefficients, 

_ A® 

8 yzv = A, zy = 27 • 

~(y + *) 4 = B, V* + 2j tz + 2 « = -B. 
Whence, from (4) and (5), 


m 

(4) 

(5) 


„ = 1 


1 B A* 

V >J 

1 4 + V 

4 27' 

*= 1 

\Zii _ k j 

1 

i 

>J 

! 4 \| 

4 27 


Substituting these values of y and z In (2), 

A 


~ *« 4* 


W- f + . 

£7 

_ 'A* 
27 

JJ-f-. 

J-l 

A* 
27 * 


a 


formula (a) 


or 


* = 


v , A» 1 

\&~ a* a 

2 27 Sj 

T + IT 

* + 4? + 


2 27 \ 

|4 27 ' 


A _ 

3 

formula (6) 

In the case of the irreducible case of formula (6), 
which is similar to Cardan’s formula, formula (a) m ay 

be used. In such case, only one part, as 


[ Jt A® 

formula (a) Is imaginary, and vl ^ is real; 

of equation (1) 
ging *fmukancoi 
l (I h the*conver« 

\~4 ~ 27 14 


and if the signs of the roots of equation (1) be 
changed, which is done by changing sfmuhaneously 
the signs of A and li In equation (I ), the'con verge Is 

true, that is, y — ^ is real, and y 

aginary. Which 'shill be the imaginary term is, 
then, arbitrarily chosen. Hence, factoring prepara¬ 
tory to expansion by the binomial theorem, the co¬ 
efficient of y/*~l maybe made less than unity when 
the real term hi unity. A. M. Sawiw. 

’Xtoifidville, Wl». 

Solar constant. 


It is feared that the letter of Mr. Hazen (Scikncb, 
U 642) In relation to above topic may not entirely re¬ 
move the confusion of which he justly complains. It 
should be premised that there are two unit* of heat 
in common use among physicists: the smaller being 
the quantity of heat required to raise the temperature 
of one gram of water 1° C.; the larger, the quantity 
of heat required to raise the temperature of one kilo¬ 
gram of water 1° O. The larger of these units is 
a thousand times a* greatas the smaller; and, Ittordl- 
nary applications, no confusion is liable to arise. In 
either case, the number of' units of heat receive by 
the unit-mass of Water is (sensibly) proportional to 
the number of degrees of rise of temperature. 

With regard to the 4 solar constant,’ two additional 
units hre required,unit of surface, and a unit of 
time, This constant may be defined in general terms 
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to be fcba number of units of atra-hen* incident per* 
pendlcularly on a unit-surface, in a unit of time, at 
the upper limit of the earth’* atmosphere; of It 11 the 
number of degree* Centigrade a tinltona** of Water 
would be raised In temperature by the suu-heat Uwl- 
dent perpendicularly on a unit-surf aoe, la a unit of 
time, at the upper iimft of the atmosphere, The three 
unit* here indicated are, of course, arbitrary. But most 
physicists, following the example of Poulllet {Gomp~ 
tea rendrn , vll. 24), take the gram, square centime¬ 
tre, and minute, as respectively the units of mass, 
surface, and time. With regard to time, there la no 
diversity, the minute being universally used; but. 
for mass and surface, some employ the larger wilts of 
a kilogram and a square metre, and hence the ap-* 
parent confusion. To obtain a general expression 
for the value of the ‘ solar constant,' Jet 
Q - Quantity of sun-heat Incident normally on a 
unit-surface in a unit of time = solar con¬ 


stant. 

8 = Area of surface receiving Uiq_heat 
T = Time of receiving the heat, 
m = Unit niM« of water. 
n ss Number of unit masses of water heated, 
i Q “ Hise In temperature of the mass of water. 
Then we have 

Q X 8 x T =s n X m X 


Consequently, when S , T, and w are severally equal 
to unity, we have Q = m x and, when m ~ 1, 
Q ~ - rise in temperature of a untt^mass of 

water = value of solar constant in unit* of heat. 

Now, w hen the unit of time remains the same, but 
the units of mass and surface are changed, the value 
of t° (which measures the solar constant) will be 
altered, unless both of these units are changed In the 
same ratio. For, from the equation Q = m X t°, it 

follows that i° varies as ^; but evidently Q is pro¬ 


portional to the magnitude of the unit of surface; 

. t unit of surface 

hence J° varies as sanJaSSriTwiSr * ' 

For example; using Pouillet’s units, Langley’s 
recent ex pertinents make the solar constant » 2.64; 
that Is, the sun-heat incident normally on one square 
centimetre, In one minute, at the upper limit of the 
atmosphere, would raise the temperature of one gram 
of water 2.84° 0., or would heat. 2.84 grams bf water 
1° 0. Now, the unit remaining the same, if we 
assume the unit of mass to be one kilogram (1,000 
grams), and the unit of surface to be one square 
metre (10,000 square centimetre*), we should have 

10 000 

the value of the constant = yggjp* 2.84 ~ 26,4 

kilogram-units of heat; that is, the sun-heat incident 
normally on one square metre* in one minute, at 
the Upper limit of the atmosphere, wpuld raise the 
temperature of one kilogram of water 28*4° 0,, or 
Would heat 36.4 kilograms of water \° C. 

Moreover; as it require* a deftidte number of Milts 
of heat to liquefy a unit-mas* of fee, or to evaporate a 
unit-mass of water, or to produce a unit of medianical 
energy, it follows that this constant maybe measured 
by either of these units. 

The exact determination of the value of this con¬ 
stant la a mOHt tedtmd and difficult experimental 
mublem; for it involves the precise estimatipa of 
the amount of solar heat absorbed In traveling the 
earth’s atmosphere, or the law of extinction Of *un- 
h«at In passing through It: hence It is*that, although 
severad exocllenb physical * - ' A 


hate at¬ 


tacked the problem, their results are not 4 #q accordant 


as .would be desirable. The following are some of 
the results:** 




SOJ.AK OOXSTAXT, 

Kxpbxi 

kshtjch. 

D ATX. 

Grtun-uniU of best 

Kilogram - unit* of 



per aiguare eeml* 

beat per square 



metre per minute. 

metre per minute. 

rouUlet . . 

1838* 

1.7*33 

17.633 

Futbo* . . 

1842 

2.847 

28.47 

Crow* . . , 

W7* 

1876 

2.323 

23.23 

Vlolls . . . 

2.540 

25.40 

lAngky * . 

1*82 

2.840 

23.40 


Bertojsy, Cal., Juno 26,18*3. 


.John LkCoxtb. 


WARD'S DYNAMIC SOCIOLOGY. 

Dynamic sociology y or applied social science } as based 
upon statical sociology and the less complex sciences. 
By LRStEii F. wAun, A M. *2 vols. New 
York, Appleton, 1888 . 20 + 706 ; 7 + 6 d 0 p« 8 °. 

T. 

Tms work of Mr. Ward is composed of two 
distinct parts. The first gives the outlines of 
his philosophy, as a basis for his reasoning in 
the one that follows. The second is a discus¬ 
sion of the causes and consequences of prog¬ 
ress, or evolution, in human society. For 
some purposes it would have been wise to 
give each part a distinct title, reserving for 
the last part the one used; but the philo¬ 
sophic system propounded in the first part has 
evidently been prepared as a basis for the 
second, and in itself would not be Considered 
by the author as a complete exhibit of his 
philosophy. 

Vbl. i. Contains: first, an outline of the 
work, in which the author's purposes are 
clearly set forth ; second, an historical review, 
chiefly devoted to a discussion of the philoso¬ 
phies" of August Comte and Herbert Spencer; 
third, the cosmic principles underlying social 
phenomena, in which the outlines of the new 
system are set forth, tinder the general title 
of 4 primary aggregation/ he discusses the 
constitution of celestial bodies and chemical 
relations. Under that of * secondary aggrega¬ 
tion/ he discusses biology, psychology, and 
the genesis of man. Under that of * tertiary, 
aggregation/ he discusses the genesis of so¬ 
ciety and the characteristics of social organiza¬ 
tion. The purpose of this preliminary volume 
on generoi philosophy, and of the introduction 
to the second volume, is tersely given by Mr. 
Ward himself, as follows : — 

“ The purpose of the present chapter 
[cjkp, ytli.T, as already announced, has been 
the complete orientation of > 
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the reader for the voyage before him. With¬ 
out this, much that is to come might appear 
meaningless, or at least lose its point. 

44 Men think in systems. Most systematic 
treatises are unintelligible unless followed 
from the beginning and grasped in their en¬ 
tirety. A fundamental tone runs through 
them which prescribes the special sense of 
every line, and which is wholly unheard in 
isolated passages. The careful reader of such 
works, without necessarily acquiescing in the 
author’s views, is able at least to comprehend 
them and to do justice to them.” . . . 

* v In the following argument, now to be 
briefly stated, and subsequently to be fully 
elaborated, the statements made in this chap¬ 
ter, as well as those contained in the preced¬ 
ing volume, are to be taken as the basis, or 
premises, and must be granted * for the sake 
of the argument/ at least, however unsound 
they may be deemed in themselves.” 

Elsewhere the theory is more fully elabo¬ 
rated, that the more complex sciences can.bo 
grasped only as the more simple sciences upon 
which they are based are properly understood, 

. and that anthropologic sciences in general 
must rest firmly upon physics and biology. 
Though the reader may differ from Mr. Ward 
in relation to his classification and conclusions, 
he will still be interested in the symmetry of 
his system and the perspicuity of his presen¬ 
tation. 

The essential principle running through the 
treatise is, that progress in society is based 
upon the struggle for happiness in the same 
manner as biologic progress is based upon the 
struggle for existence. It is therefore a new 
83 v stem, in radical contrast with that taught in 
our schools and enunciated by the majority of 
ublicists of the preseat day, of whom Ilcr- 
ert Si>eneer is the chief. For this struggle 
for happiness the term 4 conation' ( conan , to 
endeavor) is used, taken from Sir William 
Hamilton ; and he says, “ The term ‘ conation 9 
will be employed in tills work to represent the 
efforts which organisms put forth in seeking 
the satisfaction of their desires, and the ends 
thus sought will be designated as the 4 ends of 
conation/ M 

Again, the author classifies phenomena os 
genetic and teleologic. Genetic phenomena 
are such as appear in series, with natural ante¬ 
cedents and consequents, unaffected by design 
or purpose. Teleologic phenomena do not 
appear in natural series, the antecedents being 
physical phenomena controlled by design ex¬ 
isting in mind, and the consequents being 
the purposes for which the wilUls exercised. 


Throughout the work these two classes of phe¬ 
nomena are clearly distinguished; but it it 
impossible, in a brief review, to set forth fully 
the ii»i>ortanee of the distinction, as the author 
himself has done. In general terms, it may 
be stated that biologic progress is due to the 
struggle for existence, and involves genetic 
phenomena; while sociologtc progress is due 
to the struggle for happiness (conation), and 
involves teleologic phenomena. 

44 All progress is brought about by adapta¬ 
tion. Whatever view we may take of the 
cause of progress, it must be the result of a 
correspondence between the organism and the 
(jhanged environment. This, in its widest 
sense, is adaptation, But adaptation is of 
two kinds. One form of adaptation is pas¬ 
sive or consensual , the other form is active or 
previsional. The former represents natural 
progress, the latter artificial progress. The 
former results in u growth , the latter in a 
manufacture , The one is the genetic process, 
the other the teleological process. In passive 
adaptation the means and the end are in im¬ 
mediate proximity, the variation takes place 
by infinitesimal differences; it is a process of 
differentiation. In active adaptation, on the 
contrary, the end is remote from the means; 
the latter are adjusted to secure the former 
by the exercise of foresight ; it is a process 
of calculation." 

By the term 1 dynamic sociology/ as used 
by the author, is to be understood a systematic 
treatise on the forces which impel mankind 
into social relations, to develop social organi¬ 
zation, and to provide and modify the insti¬ 
tutions of society. The subject-matter of 
dynamic sociology, appearing In the second 
volume, is arranged in the following order, as 
set forth by the author: — 

44 The remainder of this work will chiefly 
consist in the discussion of six terms; and 
therefore, before entering uptm such discus¬ 
sion, it is a primary necessity to furnish rigid 
definitions of each of these terns. 

14 For a purpose which will presently appear* 
we will assign to each of these terms a letter* 
which will fix their order In a series not ad¬ 
mitting of any alteration. 

44 The first of these terms, which we will 
designate by the letter A, is happiness; the 
second, which we will designate by 3i prog¬ 
ress; the third, which we will designate by C* 
is dynamic action; the fourth, which we will 
designate by D, is dynamic opinion; the fifth, 
which we will designate by E, is knowledge; 
and the sixth, which we will designate by F* 
is edtioariou, v , 
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“ The definitions of these six terras are as 
follows: 

14 A. Happiness,—Excess of pleasure, or 
enjoyment, over pain, or discomfort, 

44 B. Progress, — Snccess in harmonising 
natural phenomena with human advantage. 

44 C. Dynamic action. — Employment of the 
intellectual, inventive, or indirect method of 
conation. 

44 D. Dynamic opinion. — Correct views of 
the relations of man to the universe. 

44 E. Knowledge. — Acquaintance with the 
environment. 

“F. Education.—Universal distribution of 
extant knowledge, 

41 Corresponding to these six terms thus 
defined, there are six theorems of dynamic 
sociology, which require to bo elaborated and 
established, and to each of which a separate 
chapter will be devoted. 

u Continuing the literal designations, these 
theorems are the following : — 

44 A, Happiness is the ultimate end of cona¬ 
tion. 1 

14 B. Progress is the direct means to happi¬ 
ness; it is, therefore, the first proximate end 
of conation, or primary means to the ultimate 
end. 

44 C, Dynamic action is the direct means to 
progress; it is, therefore, the second proxi¬ 
mate end of conation, or secondary means to 
the ultimate end. 

44 D. Dynamic opinion is the direct means 
to dynamic action; it is, therefore, the third 
proximate end of conation, or tertiary means 
to the ultimate end. 

44 E. Knowledge is the direct means to 
dynamic opinion; it is, therefore, the fourth 
proximate end of conation, or fourth means to 
the ultimate end. 

u P. Education is the direct means to knowl¬ 
edge; it is, therefore, the fifth proximate end 
of conation, and is the fifth and initial means 
to the ultimate end,” 

The remaining six chapters of the work, 
namely, chapters ix M x M xi M xii M xiii., xiv., 
treat of these six subjects neriatim. 

In qhaptef ix., then, the doctrine is set forth 
that happiness is the ultimate end of conation, 
or human endeavor. Here Mr* Ward discusses 
the nature and genesis of feeling, as the proper 
basis of a philosophic system involving the 
interests .of man; and he subsequently en¬ 
deavors to show, that, what function is to 
biology, feeling is to sociology. And after a 
discussion of the intellectual method as com- 
P*red with the physical method of conation, 
and Several collateral subjects, he sets forth 


the doctrine that degree of feeling is con* 
comitant with degree of organisation, and that 
the pursuit of happiness by man leads to 
higher physical, mental, and social organi¬ 
zation ; that, in turn, such higher organization 
increases feeling, and thue increases pleasure, 
and thus increases happiness. 

Chapter x. is devoted to the consideration of 
progress as the primary means to happiness, 
and includes : a discussion of the difference be¬ 
tween dynamic sociology and moral science; 
then a discussion of the growth of the means 
for communicating ideas, — language in all its 
forms; then of the arts and industries which 
are developed in the pursuit of subsistence; * 
then the origin of government and the institu¬ 
tions of government; and, finally, the origin 
and institutions of religion. 

Chapter xi. is entitled 4 Action,* — a terra 
chosen in preference to the more common ex¬ 
pression, conducts The chapter is chiefly de¬ 
voted to the discussion of a systematic classi¬ 
fication of actions, first, ns involuntary and 
voluntary; and voluntary actions are again 
divided into impulsive or sensori-motor, and 
deliberative or ideo-motor. Each of the latter 
classes consists of two groups ; namely, actions 
possessing moral quality, and actions devoid 
of moral quality. 

It is no part of the author's purpose to treat 
of action possessing moral quality; although, 
in order to make clear the irrelevancy of such 
actions to his discussion, he occupies some 
space in going over the ground usually covered 
by writers on ethics. Actions devoid of moral 
quality ar^ythose upon which progress essen¬ 
tially "depends, and chiefly that branch which 
falls under the more general bead of delibera¬ 
tive or idea-motor actions. They are further 
subdivided into static and dynamic, the former 
group embracing the great bulk of human 
activities in the performance of the ordinary du¬ 
ties of life. Statio actions of this class do not 
result in progress, but tend simply to preserve 
the existing social status. Dynamic actions 
constitute the really progressive class of actions. 

The chief fact which distinguishes dynamic 
actions from all others is, that they are per- 
, formed by the indirect or inventive method. 
All the progress that has taken place in society 
has been due to such action. However spon¬ 
taneous such progress may appear, it has, 
nevertheless, been the result of ideologic meth¬ 
ods in adjusting natural phenomena in such a 
maimer that they will accomplish desired ends, 
— reipote in themselves, but foreseen by the 
intelligence of tb© developing intellect. The 
result* are tW essential elements of human 
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art; and consequently civilization is fimdamen- 
tally and wholly artificial. Here Mr. Ward 
introduces a series of illustrations of typical 
dynamic actions performed in the course of 
soda} progress, for the purpose of elucidating 
the central idea which he desires to embody in 
the terra 4 dynamic action/ 

Chapter xii. is a discussion of opinion as 
the direct means to progressive action, As 
dynamic actions are ideo-motor, such actions 
most result from the possession by the agent t 
of certain underlying and directing ideas. 
The truism that 4 ideas rule the world ’ simply 
means, that opinions determine actions. But 
in order to produce dynamic actions,—that 
is, actions which will, in fact, result in progress, 
— it is essential that the opinions which under¬ 
lie them be in rigid harmony with objective 
reality. Dynamic action can only flow from 
correct opinion. 

Opinions must not only be correct, they 
must be important. Unless important, no 
appreciable dynamic result will flow therefrom. 
The most important opinions, or ideas, ate 
arranged under four general heads : first, cos- 
mologic ideas; second, biologic ideas; third, 
anthropologic ideas; fourth, sociologic ideas.' 
Correct ideas belonging to these four great 
classes constitute the primary motive power to 
all human progress. 

Chapter xiii. is upon knowledge, — the im¬ 
mediate data of ideas. Opinions cannot be 
directly reached. They are not subject to the 
will, either of the party holding them or of any 
other: they are simply consequents. Obviously, 
the antecedents of ideas consist in the data 
possessed by the mind relative to the mate¬ 
rials and phenomena of nature. Such data are 
grouped by the author under the general term 
4 knowledge/ Knowledge, therefore, must first 
exist; and, if it exist, no effort need be expend¬ 
ed in determining opiulon. In this chapter 
the author shows that the chasm which in fact 
separates the intelligence of the lowest and 
the highest classes of mankind is chiefly due 
to inequality in the possession of the data for 
thought. He shows that the capacity of the 
mind is, in any particular class of society, prac¬ 
tically equalthat, even in what are known as, 
semi-civilized or barbaric races, the capacity 
exists for a for greater amount of knowledge 
than is ever obtained. 

Chapter xiv. is on education as the direct 
means to knowledge. The possession of 
knowledge, therefore, if it could be secured, 
would constitute the true means to th$ proxi¬ 
mate end, and thus secure the ultimate purpose. 
But the human mind is so eonltituiefl that it 


cannot be safely intrusted to secure this end 
for itself; for the individual cannot understand 
the necessity for this knowledge, or guide 
himself wisely in its attainment, prior to its 
acquisition; that is, the period of acquisition 
is in the earlier years of the life of the indi* 
vidual, when he must be guided bj r others. 
The initial means in the entire series is there¬ 
fore education, actively considered as a func¬ 
tion of society. 

The work closes with a condensed but fun¬ 
damental treatment of the geueral subject of 
popular education, in which appears a review 
of the various theories that have been held, and 
that still control human action on this subject. 
He divides the general body of public opinion 
into five parts, which he denominates ‘ the five 
kinds of education/ These are: first, edu¬ 
cation of experience ; second, of discipline ; 
third, of culture ; fourth, of research; fifth, of 
information. The first four of these kinds 
of education are considered for the purpose 
of showing, that, however important in them¬ 
selves, they are insufficient to accomplish the 
great end of securing an artificial civilization 
as the product of direct social action. The 
last of these forms of education, therefore, is 
the only one which embodies such promise. 

The author sees little hope in the imperfect 
and desultory attempts of individuals to secure 
this great need in society. To render it of any 
value, ho claims that education roust be the sys¬ 
tematic work of society in its organized capa¬ 
city. Ceasing to exert itself longer in vain 
attempts to secure directly the various proxi¬ 
mate ends, society should vigorously adopt this 
inital means, and concentrate its energies on the 
work which is clearly practicable, — that of fur¬ 
nishing to all its members the data actually in 
its possession. 

Under the heading 4 Matter of education * 
the author briefly, but without dogmatism, dis¬ 
cusses the general theorem that the subject- 
matter should be a knowledge of nature,—a 
knowledge of the environment of the individ¬ 
ual and of mankind. His treatment of the 
methods of popular instruction is brief, main¬ 
taining that this is merely a matter of supply 
in the politico-economic sense, which will cer* 
fcainly come as soon as there shall be an ade¬ 
quate demand. He says, “ The methods and 
the teachers have always been as good as the 
popular notions of education, and the}' will 
doubtless continue to be so/* The only crlte* 
non which he does lay down with regard to 
method is that it he teleologic. He insists that 
education, like every other department of civili¬ 
zation, must be an artificial product ; that it 
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must be undertaken deliberately, planned by 
human intelligence, and achieved through hu¬ 
man effort. 

The author discusses, in a broad and philo¬ 
sophic manner, a great body of questions in 
which civilized man is deeply interested. He 
has therefore written for a wide reading; and 
happily his style, in its essential character¬ 
istics, will not repel those to whom it is pre¬ 
sented. 


GEOLOGY OF SOUTHERN PENNSYL¬ 
VANIA . 

Second geological turvey of Pennsylvania. — Report 
of progress T*. TAe geology of Bedford and 
Fulton counties. By J. J. Stevenson. Harris¬ 
burg, Survey , 1882. 15+1582 p., 2 maps. 8°. 

PnoFEssor Stevenson 1ms made a detailed 
survey of the district, which has led to but few 
material changes in the map of the first survey. 
The descriptions of the structural geology are 
careful, plain, and easily understood ; ami the 
second part of the report, consisting of a day¬ 
book of observations along the roads, with ref¬ 
erence to outcrops, mines, and quarries, will 
doubtless prove very useful. 

It is well that Professor Stevenson has not 
completely neglected paleontology in his de¬ 
scriptions of the various formations; but this 
feature of his report is capable of much im¬ 
provement, only about sixty species beiug 
cited as occurring in a section that extends 
from the upper coal-measures to the calcifer- 
ous. The value of his determinations, and 
the scientific interest of Ins work, would have 
been much increased, if care had been taken 
to collect and determine the fossils found in 
each group, and lists of them published, 
together with the localities in which they oc¬ 
curred. It is not meant to infer that Profes¬ 
sor Stevenson's determinations are incorrect, 
but simply that he gives no evidence in sup¬ 
port of them. For instance : he saya, u Some 
of these layers contain fossils which are dta- 


tinctly Chemung , none Whatever of Portage 
type being present ; but, owing to the weath¬ 
ering, the forms can be identified only geneti¬ 
cally. M The writer does not think he is alone 
in doubting whether there are any fossils which 
are distinctive!}* Chemung. At any rate, it 
would be interesting to know what these gen¬ 
era are. He mentions no fossils in his Hudson 
River group, and in the Trenton mentions only 
three forms, which are also very common at the 
* top of the lower Silurian. The director of the 
survey, in his letter of transmittal, makes 
the following curious remark, which seems to 
indicate a peculiar conception of the objects of 
paleontology. He says, “ Paleontologists will 
find it an easy task to copy out from the index, 
separately, the whole list of fossil names, and 
arrange them afterwards to suit their own pur¬ 
poses . ’ ’ Certainly, paleontologists do not want 
to arrange fossils to suit themselves, but to 
find out how nature has arranged them. The 
two maps accompanying the report are of very 
indifferent quality, as it is difficult, especially 
over the Broad Top area, to follow on the maps 
the descriptions in the text. Mr. Stevenson 
disclaims responsibility for several things in 
them, which may account for the discrepancies 
between the text and the maps. Professor Les¬ 
ley seems to think that the maps may be easily 
followed by a person familiar with the country ; 
but the maps should have been constructed so 
that others, also, may be able to understand 
them. He seems to apply preconceived no¬ 
tions of orography, whether it agrees with the 
geology as studied in the field or not; and, if 
the responsibility of preparing the maps rested 
with the same person who has done the field¬ 
work and prepared the text, the result would 
probably be more intelligible. Mr. Stevenson 
mentions a bed 195 feet above the Pittsburg 
coal. This would apparently belong to the 
upper series, considered Permian in other re¬ 
ports of the survey; but this does not appear 
to be represented anywhere on the map. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF TEE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


ASTRQNOMY, 

Bcfipaes of Jupiter'* satellites. — Cornu pro¬ 
pose* to observe these eclipse*, photometrically, com¬ 
paring the light of the satellite during the time 
while it is entering or emerging from the shadow 
With that of an artificial satellite visible in the same 
field, and made to vary In brlghthess at pleasure by 
adjustable ‘ cat’s eye, 1 so called. He ehows that 
moment when the light of the satellite Is half 


that of its unobscured condition is the one which 
can be most accurately determined, and urges that 
the photometric observations should he so arranged 
as to give an automatic record. Admiral Mouchex 
has authorized the application of the necessary ap¬ 
paratus to one of the large equatorial of the Paris 
observatory. * 

M. COrnu does pot seem to be aware that a very 
similar, but really more precise, method of observe 
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tion has been in use at the Harvard college obser¬ 
vatory for the past two years. Prof. Pickering, 
however, very wisely prefers to compare the eclipsing 
satellite with one of the other satellites, or with an 
image of the planet, rather than with an artificial 
star; and he uses polarization apparatus instead of a 
cat's eye to equalize the brightness of the objects 
compared. — (Compte* rendus t June 4.) c. A. Y. 

(40 

MATHEMATICS. 

Theory of function*.—In a series of three me¬ 
moirs, M. Appell has reproduced in a more extended 
form a number of investigations which lie, has 
recently communicated to the French academy of 
sciences. The first of the three memoirs treats of 
uniform functions of an analytical point (a, ?/); the 
term * analytical point' meaning simply the system of 
values of [x, y) formed by any arbitrary value of x 
and the, say, m corresponding values of y . The first 
section of the memoir contains three theorems con¬ 
cerning the development in rational fractions of such 
functions. In the second section a uniform function 
is defined, and also the poles and essential singular 
points f points tfinynlier* eamitiels, Weierstrass' wesent- 
tfc/te *inyuliire stehe). Functions with a finite num¬ 
ber of singular points are then taken ttp, and a 
generalization of a known theorem concerning the 
coefficients in the development of a uniform func¬ 
tion is given; viz., if F{x , y) is a uniform function 
of the analytical point (ac, y)> having a finite number 
of singular points («<, ftj), and If If, arc the residues 
relatively to these points; if, further, in a certain 

region of the analytical point = oc, lim ^ ~ 
we have F(x t y) = S A^ — then we have 

« V =* — QQ v X V 

the relation 

A\ l) + A\ 2 > + . *. + A[ m} = *, + *, + ...+ 

In this, l has all values from 1 up to n, and k has all 
values from 1 up to m; m denoting the number of 
values of y corresponding to a given value of x . 
After a brief review of some of the properties of the 
Abelian integrals, the author gives a generalization 
of a holomorpMe function of a: in the interior of a 
circle whose centre is a in term* of ascending powers 
of (sc — a). The subject of functions with an in¬ 
finite number of singular points is then taken up, and 
a generalization Is first given of Mittag-Zeffier's 
theorem concerning these functions; viz., if a series 
of distinct analytical points (ai, bi). « . ( a v1 b v ) ... 
are such that lim (a v , 6„) = (a 6) for v = ao, and if 
y ), F'vfx, y). . . F v (x y y) is a series of rational 
functions of x and y which become Infinite only in 
the two points (a v , b v ) and (a, b ) respectively, then 
there exists a uniform function ♦(#, y) having only 
the point (a, ft) as an essential singular point, and 
admitting as poles the points (a„, 6„) in such a man¬ 
ner that the difference *(x, y) — F v (fy y) is regular 
in the point (<*„, 6,). 

The second memoir by M. Appell U a continuation 
of the first. In it he considers the {decomposition into 
prime factors of a uniform function of'an analyti¬ 


cal point (&, y) having only one essential singular 
point, and also give* a theory of douhly periodic 
function* with essential singular points. The author 
examines* first, functions having in a parallelogram of 
periods a finite number of singular points, and gives 
an interesting theorem; viz., the sum of the residues 
of F{u) relative to the singular points situated in a 
given parallelogram of periods is equal to zero. A 
general expression is then obtained for a doubly 
periodic uniform function F fit) having in a given 
parallelogram of periods only one singular point. 

In the third memoir, M. Appell considers the de¬ 
velopment of functions in series inside an area 
bounded by arcs of circles. These three memoirs 
by M, Appell, taken with a memoir by M. Polneard, 
which precedes them, and which has already been 
referred to in these pages, constitute a very valuable 
series of papers on the modern theory of functions. 
— (Acta matft., i. no. 2.) T. c. [41 

PHYSIOS. 

Acoustics, 

Upper limit of audibility. — Pauchon and Ber¬ 
trand have investigated the question of the effect of 
the intensity of the sound upon this limit. A *iren 
blown by steam with pressures varying from 0.5 to 
1.5 atmospheres gave from 24,000 to 30,000 double 
vibrations as a limit; but, with certain modifications 
and a higher pressure (24 atmospheres), the most acute 
sound that could be produced by the instrument, due 
to 30,000 vibration*, was etill heard. Motalllc rod* 
of different lengths, set into longitudinal vibratfon 
in the usual manner, gave the following result*: X. 
The length of the rod giving the highest perceptible 
sound Is independent of it* diameter ; 2. For steel, 
copper, and silver, the lengths are proportional to 
the velocity of sound in those media. These result* 
disagree with those reached with the siren. The 
authors find, however, that, if the ear is aided by a 
resonating trumpet, the limit is slightly raised ; 
that the limit is raised with substances like rosin, 
producing the most energetic friction ; and that the 
sound, even when too high to affect the ear, still act* 
on a sensitive flame, 

These results of Pauchon with the siren agree with 
the fact observed several years since by Ur. H. P. 
Bowdiich of Boston, that, with a Kfinig’s bar of 
exceedingly large diameter, the limit of audibility it 
higher than with one of the ordinary size.-* (Colla¬ 
tes rendus, April 6.) c. «. c. [42 

Production of whimpered vowel*, — Lefort 
calls attention to the wide range of whispered vowel* 
that can be artificially produced by blowing aero** 
resonant tubes or spheres: ou, o (closed), o (open), 
ti, eu, e, i, 4 (closed), 4 (opep), — all being produced a* 
the capacity of the resonator Is diminished. By 
diminishing the length of an open tube the vowel* 
d, &, «, eu, u, b, e, 4, are successively heard, while 
<w, 4* o, are obtained by closing the upper end of the 
tube more or l«s*.*~ (Comptea rendu*, April fid,) 
c. h. c. {» 

Tranamliatoa of aounda by goata^'Kafr 
reneuf ha* studied the relative transmission of found 
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through Air, carbonic oxide, carbonic acid, and illu- 
minating-giis. The sound is transmitted through a 
tube two metres long, containing the gas experimented 
upon, and the intensity ts studied by noticing the 
distance at which a sensitive dame ceases to be acted 
upon by it He finds that air and carbonic oxide 
have the same transmissive power, air and Illuminat¬ 
ing-gas gi ve very variable results, and carbonic acid 
has a much greater transmissive power than air, A 
table of results for air and carbonic acid is given. — 
(Compte* remfus, April 80.) o, n. o. £44 

experimental demonstration of velooity of 
aound. —Grlveaux arranges a glass tube and a bar 
of pine wood of equal length, so that the passage of 
a pulse through either the column of air in the 
tube or the wooden rod shall move one of two light 
screws, and so break an electric contact. The cur¬ 
rent from a battery is divided, and passes into the two 
coils of a differential galvanometer; the light screw 
resting on the end of the rod being placed in one 
circuit, and a similar screw, resting on a membrane 
closing the end of the tube, in the other. The re¬ 
sistances are so arranged that the needle of the dif¬ 
ferential galvanometer remains normally undeflected. 
If a sound Is produced by striking a drum, the needle 
of the galvanometer Is deflected in such a direction 
as to show that the contact is broken by the move¬ 
ment of that screw resting on the end of the wooden 
rod, thus illustrating the greater velocity of the 
sound-wave in wood than in air. — (Journ. jpAy*., 
May.) o. k. o. [45 

ENGINEERING. 

Blectrlo atop for steam-engines. — Mr. Tate, an 
English engineer, has combined the Leclanchd bat¬ 
tery, an electro-magnet, an auxiliary steam-cylinder, 
and a stop, to the closing of the stop-valve of the 
steam-engine, if its sudden stoppage should become 
necessary. It has been applied by Mr. Tate to the 
driving-engines of his large woollen-mills in Bradford. 
The mechanism consists of a weighted suspension 
rod attached to the stop-valve by a bracket, and actu¬ 
ated by a small steam-cylinder, tho piston of which 
is supplied with steam through a valve which is 
opened by the action of the electro-magnet and the 
weighted rod. The movement of this auxiliary en¬ 
gine shuts the stop-valve of the engine in a small 
fraction of the time usually required to olose it by 
hand. The wires of the battery are carried to vari¬ 
ous parts of the mill, so that the engine can be ‘shut 
down ’ at any instant, and from any one of a number 
<rf promptly accessible points. This arrangement is 
proposed to be attached to the engines of steam-vessels, 
the wires being led to the bridge, and to other parts 
of the vessel where the officers can easily reach the 
button. ^ {London times, Oct 21.) i*. h. t. £46 

FOraa of htaamara.—Two vessels recently built 
^ the Messrs. J. A G. Thompson have been compared 
to determine their relative economy as a means of 
transportation as affected by a considerable differ- 
fctiee in proportion*. One was 890 feet long, 42 feet 
fefcMh, and drew 18 feet of water t the second was $76 
fey dfi by go feet. The longer vessel had less fine ends 


than the broader ship. The former required 5,100- 
horse power to drive her 15 knots an hour, while the 
latter only demanded 8,900. At 18 knots, the power 
demanded was the same for both ; but at higher 
speeds the difference became greater and greater, and 
more and more in favor of the shorter, broader, but 
finer ended vessel. The gain to be expected from 
giving ships greater beam, and, at the same time, 
finer ends, is expected to be observed Jn larger and 
faster vessels. — ( Mechanics , May 20.) n. H, T. £47 
Efficiency of the a team-engine.— Professor R. R. 
‘Werner, of the Technical high school at Darmstadt, 
publishes a paper describing his trial of a compound 
engine driving a mill In Augsburg. The engine has 
an indicated power of 132 horses. Tho cylinders 
have a proportion of 2.75 to 1 ; they are steam-jacket¬ 
ed, as is the intermediate reservoir ; the ratio of ex¬ 
pansion is 14. The boilers carry a pressure of about 
7 atmospheres, and the steam supplied contains 3 
per cent water. The steam-jackets condense about 
11 percent of the steam, and the cylinders demand 
about 7 kilograms (15.4 lbs.) of steam per horse-power 
and per hour, beside that condensed in the jackets. 
This is about the amount required as a minimum in 
tho best-known English and American engines. In 
this country, a very similar figure has been reached by 
Corliss and by Leavitt. — (Zeitachr, ver. deutuch. ing. y 
May.) n. n. t. [48 

‘Compound' locomotives.— M. Mallet com¬ 
municates to the French society of engineers a note 
from M. Borodine, giving the results of experiments 
to determine the relative economy of the simple and 
the compound system of engine for locomotives. The 
engines experimented with were those designed for 
the railway from Bayonne to Biarritz by M. Mallet. 
The trials extended over a considerable period ot 
time, and the comparisons were made fairly com¬ 
plete. The result showed the compound system to 
have an economy of from ten to twenty per cent, 
according to the conditions under which they are 
carried out. The variation in the ratio of expan¬ 
sion Is very greatly restricted in the compound 
engine. The use of the steam-jackets with which 
the engines were provided did not prove to be of 
advantage. The expenditure of steam was greater 
when they were in use than when they were shut 
off. — (Mam, soc, ing. cfc.) a. a. T. £49 

CHEMISTRY. 

(Organic,) 

Compound* of benxotrichloride with phenol* 
and phenylamlnes. — When a mixture of one mole¬ 
cule of benxotrichloride and two molecules of phenol 
is heated gently, O. Dflbner finds that the following 
reaction takes place: — 

c„h 4 oh 

CVH a COj fl + 3 CflHaOlI « C„n,OCl + 3 HC1. 

C'ljtOn 

The remaining chlorine atom is replaced by a 
hydroxyl group when the product is heated with 
water, forming dioxytriphenylcarblnol, — 

(OH) \ yOAOII 

'o 4 h/ ^c fl rr 4 oH‘ 
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By reduction, dloxytriphenylraethan 
> HiWK\ 

W*/<vr # oif/ 

is formed. An analogous reaction takes place if 
Tesorcine is used instead of phenol. The resulting 
resorcinc ben stein, by reduction, gives tetrooxytrl- 
phenvlmetUan, — 

C„n s OH C»c",Hj(oU)/ 


With primary aromatic amines, benzotrichloride 
united readily. When added to a mixture of di- { 
methylaniline and zinc chloride, it formed malachite 
green, — 

(OH ) C ft tt 4 N (CU 3 ) 3 
l?*U*N(C:H a ) a ' 

By reduction, this substance gave the corresponding 
leuko-baae, — 

H c a n 4 N(CH a ) a 
0 

c fl n c c\,h 4 K(CU s ), 

The base malachite green was easily decomposed, 
when heated with hydrochloric acid, into dimethyl- 
amine and benzoyldirnethylanilme. Tills reaction 
points to the following structure for malachite 
green: — 

t!,H, 

(OH,), vS S >-0- >N (OH,),. 

Oil 

The action of benzoyl trichloride upon hydroxyl or 
amido compounds seems, therefore, to be normal to 
the para position with respect to the amido or the 
hydroxyl group. — {Ann. chetn. f ccxvii. 228.) c. f. m. 

[50 

GEOLOGY. 

Lithology, 

The Potsdam and St Peters sandstone*. ~ 

The surface Induration of the friable Potsdam and 
St. Peters sandstones, as determined by macroscopic 
observations in 1871-78, was brought to the notice 
of the readers of Science some time ago (i. 
14(1), while a recent interesting paper by Prof. 
R, I>. Irving gives the results of his microscopic 
investigations on the same subject. Irving finds, 
as Sorby had previously, that ordinary quartz grains, 
formerly rounded and worn, have been built out 
and supplied with crystal facets from silica depos¬ 
ited later on them. He finds that the induration of 
the above-mentioned sandstones arises from the depo¬ 
sition Of intersticinl quartz cementing the grains. 
The deposited quartz is found to be optically ori¬ 
ented, tbe same as the enclosed grain, which is dis¬ 
tinguished by Us cloudiness and worn surface, and 
frequently by a coating of oxide of iron upon it. 

To the deposition of quartz upon worn quartz 
grains is ascribed the occurrence of quartz crystals in 
the Potsdam sandstone described in 1882 by Rev, A, 
A. Young. Credit should have been given by both 
Irving and Young to Rev. John Murrish for calling 
attention to the occurrence of quartz crystals In 
Potsdam sandstone in 1870-72 (Butt. Wi$c. a cod., ii. 
82), especially since Murrish's observation^ were dis¬ 
credited at the time. 


All quartz crystals in sandstone have not this 
derivation, as the writer showed for the Lake Supe¬ 
rior sandstone in 1880, the crystals of which come 
from old eruptive rocks owing to the decomposition 
of the matrix. It is pleasant to find my earlier 
observations on the surface Induration of the Wis¬ 
consin sandstones, and the formation In them of 
quartz crystals, sustained by the much more complete 
and valuable work of Irving, made, as Ills was, with¬ 
out any knowledge of mine. 

Irving holds that the quartz deposited may come 
from the action of water on the occasional felspar 
particles in the rock, although sometimes from an 
external source, He further regards the induration 
of quartzites and quartz schists as caused by the 
same deposition of intersticlal quartz, — ( Amar. journ . 
8C., xxv. 401.) M. E. w. [5X 

An tame as an alteration product of titanlte. —* * 

The titanite in a blotite ampbibolc granite from the 
Troad was found by Mr. J. 8. Diller to bo replaced 
by a light wine-yellow to honey-yellow mineral, 
showing, under the microscope, quadratic and rhom¬ 
bic sections. The former are isotropic, ami have a 
well-marked cleavage parallel. to their sides; the 
latter are strongly doubly refracting, extinguish 
parallel to the diagonal, and have one cleavage par¬ 
allel to the short diagonal and another to the edges. 
In order to isolate the substance, the finely pulver¬ 
ized rock was separated Into two portions, one of 
lighter and the other of heavier specific gravity than 
2.72, by means of the potass I um-ia< line-mercury solu¬ 
tion. The yellow mineral was found In the second 
portion, which contained also iron ore, zircon, and 
apatite. The ore was removed by the electro-magnet, 
and the apatite by nitric acid. By means of the cad- 
mium-boron-tungstate solution it was shown that the 
yellow mineral had a specific gravity between 8,6 and 
4.5. Some grains were picked out, and found to be 
insoluble in hot aqua regia. 

The mixed zircon and yellow mineral powder gave 
a reaction for titanium, while the pure zircon would, 
not: hence It was inferred that the mineral contained 
titanium. Its angles were found to be $8° 24' and 
186° Ifi', while the corresponding ones of antase are 
97° 51' and 180° 8<T> From Its optical, chemical, 
and crystallographic characters, It was then Inferred 
that the yellow mineral was antase. — (tfeuett jahrb , 
miner., 1883.) M. B. w. [5ft 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(South America.) 

The Funo railroad, Pern—-Hr. R. Copeland 
gives a readable account of a journey over this re¬ 
markable railroad from its beginning at Mollendo on 
the coast, through Arequipa, to Puna on Lake Titi¬ 
caca, and of his farther travels by boat on the lake, 
and by stage, beyond to La Paz in Bolivia. The 
features that attracted his special attention were the 
deep, narrow valleys followed by tbe road in Us sharp 
windings while ascending from one pain pa level to 
the next; the broad, fiat, barren pampas at great and 
greater altitudes; and the superb views of the vol¬ 
canic peaks and ranges of the Cordillera, —Misti, 
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Ghbycam, and Pichupichu, eighteen to nineteen thou¬ 
sand feet in height. On the pain pa of La Joya (4,100 
feet) he saw countless hillocks of pure, sharp sand 
(mHanoe), in half-moon form* with the curve to 
the west or windward (see Soiknck, i. 488). A 
mirage gave these white hills the appearance of drift- 
ice in an arctic sea. — ( Deutsch. t/eoyr, bltiUer, vi, 
1883,105.) w, M. ». [53 

Colombia. — K, B. White, for several years resi¬ 
dent In Colombia, and a companion of Stiibel and 
Reiss in some of their expeditions, furnishes a sum¬ 
mary account of the more attractive jmrts of this 
republic, and of ita productions, and chance of devel¬ 
opment. Several of the rivers that flow northward 
between parallel ranges of the Cordillera are navi¬ 
gable for small steamers for many miles Into the In¬ 
terior, opening districts well adapted to agriculture, 
and well supplied with timber and mineral products. 
Above the low plains the climate is healthy, A good 
share of the woYld’s platinum supply is obtained 
from the upper valley of the San Juan, and gold 
occurs in profitable quantity In many of the river- 
gravels. Brief mention Is made of an ascent of the 
snowy volcano, Burned; and the extensive view from 
the Oerro Munchlque, nearly ten thousand feet high, 
west of Popayan, is highly praised. The geological 
observations on the origin of mountain and valley 
form do not carry conviction, and the frequent men¬ 
tion of volcanic upheaval and valleys of fracture re¬ 
mind one of the theories of fifty years ago. — (Froc. 
toy. ffeoyr. soc., v. 1883, 249.) w. m . d. [54 

(Africa.) 

The Kongo. — Dr. Pechuel-Loesche, a member of 
the German-Afnean expedition to Loaugo in 1878-70, 
and later In charge at Stanley Pool while Stanley 
went to Europe, recently read an address on the 
Kongo and the neighboring mountains of western 
Africa before the German geographical congress at 
Frankfort. The river is remarkable for the rapids 
all along Its course, and especially in Its narrow 
.passage through the mountains below Stanley Pool, 
where it falls nine hundred and twenty-eight feet in 
some three hundred and forty miles. Of the several 
falls in this part of its course, only one is vertical, 
that of Isangila, with a height of sixteen feet. There 
are two periods of high water, with a rise of twenty 
feet, when the falls disappear in a uniform rushing 
flow. The water rises from September to January, 
falls from January to March, attains Its greatest 
height in the rainy months {April and May), and its 
lowest level in July and August. Many of the 
mountain brooks have cut deep channels, and join 
the main stream on a level; but some of the larger 
rivers of the interior, flowing over horizontal rocks, 
have not cut their way so deeply, and, on joining the 
Kongo, form cataracts. Thus the Lneuga falls 
three hundred feet, and the Luvdbi five hundred 
feet. (This, if correctly reported, is certainly a 
Very abnormal arrangement.) The mountain belt Is 
about two hundred miles wide, rising from a sloping 
plain at about one thousand feet to rounded and 
monotonous elevations with a maximum of three 
thousand feet. The higher land is grassy, with amail 


trees and apparently leafless bushes: the more lux¬ 
uriant growth of lofty trees and palms Is hidden in 
the valleys. It is these deep and steep-sided valleys 
that make the rather open upland difficult to 
traverse. Near the river, the natives have destroyed 
all the forest-trees, either by burning or cutting. The 
villages are built on high and bare summits. Dr. 
Peehuel-Loeflche regarded the Makoko (mler of the 
stream), with whom de Brazza had made a treaty two 
years ago (Science, i. 79), as aloca) ruler of no general 
authority. The Makoko's son had reported that his 
father had ceded no land to de Brazza, and that he 
had no French flag in his possession. There are four 
Makokos in this region; and none of them has a right 
of precedence over the others, or any title to be 
sovereign of the Bateke population of this part of 
the Kongo, — (Prot, roy. geogr. sac., v. 1883, 286.) 
w. m. n. [55 

The muatiamvo of the southern Kongo basin. 
— Max Buchner, the fourth European who has been 
in this region in the last two centuries, spent half 
a year at the residence of the ‘ muatiamvo,* or king 
(Science, i, 19), and reports on the peculiar form 
of ids government. The kingdom on the southern 
side of the Kongo basin, the special field of the 
German-African explorations, includes an area about 
as large as Germany. Its population can hardly 
exceed two millions, and its power cannot compare 
with that of Mtesa’s country, farther east, where 
an army of a hundred thousand men can take the 
field. Here the army is not more than one thousand 
strong at the highest; ami Buchner says he could 
go where he chose with fifty European soldiers, 
if they were not attacked by that more dreaded 
enemy, the African fever. ^nd y«t* through a large 
part of south-western Africa, the muatiamvo is the 
greatest native power. The most notable peculiarity 
of the government consists in the presence of A 
second hlgh\ authority besides the muatiamvo, 
namely, the ‘ lukokess*,’ or queen : she is not the 
wife of the king, who has some sixty wives of hie 
own, but is free and independent of him, having her 
own chief consort, the ‘shamoana,’. and numerous 
frequently changing husbands of lower order, Buch¬ 
ner traces the origin of this form of government, 
ami gives a list of thirteen muatiamvo*, down to 
Shanana* or Naoesh-a-kat, the present king, add de¬ 
scribes the different parts of the kingdom and its 
neighboring states, -r- (BcutscAe gtogr , blatter., vl. 
1888,56.) W, M. D. [36 

BOTANY. 

Pollination of Rutaceae. — Urban has studied the 
adaptations for fertilization in a considerable number 
of species of this heterogeneous order, using living 
material at the Berlin botanic garden. Ae few of the 
genera have been previously studied in this respect, 
a rather full translation of his tabulated summary 
is given. 

I. Uonocueovs species, 

A; With 4ichoyamou9 {protandrous) flotcere. 

1. Nutation successively places the dehiscent an¬ 
thers at the poiqt which the receptive stigma occu¬ 
pies later. ■ 
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a. Style undeveloped in the stamlnate stage. 
a. The filaments rise from their original horizon¬ 
tal position, place themselves against the ovary, re¬ 
sume their original position, and again become erect, 
hut without lengthening; petals plane; self-pollina¬ 
tion usually impossible: Ruta. * 

p. The originally short, erect filaments length¬ 
en, curve inwards, and again straighten; petals 
United below in a tube; close pollination possible 
by gravitation: Coteonema . 

♦ ft, Style developed in the stagnate stage, though 
not always to its full length; so placed as to oppose 
self-pollination. 

-a- Flowers zygomorphic. 

a. The stamens which He on the lower lip suc¬ 
cessively bend upward, and, after dehiscence, resume 
their original position; the end of the stylo likewise 
bends up at maturity: Dictamnu#. 

p. The stamens, originally bent upwards, suc¬ 
cessively straighten at maturity, then bend outward; 
the style, bent downward when young, straightens 
when the stigma becomes receptive: Oatodendron. 

a* Flowers actinomorphic. The filaments suc¬ 
cessively elongate after dehiscence. 

a. In the staminate stage the style is bent hori¬ 
zontally across the ovary; the stamens bend over 
the pistil successively at maturity, then lengthen, and 
turn outward between the finally erect petals: IHosma 
tenulfotia. 

p. Similar to the last; but the stamlnodia, and 
not the petals, become erect, the stamens bending 
outward but little: Adenandra. 

y. After flowering, the style bends outward and 
downward between the stamlnodia, the petals remain 
horizontal, the stamlnodia He against the ovary, and, 
after dehiscence, the fertile stamens resume their 
original horizontal position: Barosma. 

2. The stamens nutate but once, and simultane¬ 
ously. In the statnlnate stage they are perpendicu¬ 
lar, or incline but little toward each other, so that 
the anthers are in contact at their margin; in the 
pistillate stage they have bent outward. 

a. The anthers fall away when the filaments 
curve outward: Ravcnia. 

ft. Anthers persistent on the bent filaments. 

™ Pollen may fall on the unreceptlve stigma, add 
so effect self-fertilization. Even later this Is not im¬ 
possible, as the wind or gravitation may carry pollen 
from the refloated stamens to the mature stigma. 

a. In the pistillate stage the style elongates: 
Zieria and Eriostemon. 

p. With normally developed stigma: ftorottia 
(ex parte). 

y. When the style lengthens, the stigma may 
encounter the anthers of the still erect stamens: 
BrythrochUon , 

um The viscidity of the pollen, and the situation of 
the anthers, prevent self-pollination: Metrodorea. 

3. The stamens do not nutate at all. 

a. Self-pollination possible in the pendant flowers 
after the separation of the lobes of the stigma: 
Correa. v * 

ft. The style is surrounded by stamlnodia in the 


first stage; in the second stage spontaneous pollina¬ 
tion by neighboring flowers may occur if insect- 
crossing has not been effected: Agathosma (exparte). 

B. With synacmic flowers. 

1. Self-fertilization impossible* 

а. With viscid pollen: Boronia (ex parte), 

б. The stigma surpassing the anthers: Triphasia. 

2. Spontaneous.self-pollination Impossible because 
of the situation of the filaments, but spontaneous 
crossing between neighboring flowers favored: Aga¬ 
thosma (ex parte). 

3. Spontaneous pollination of either sort opposed; 
crossing by insects inevitable: Crowea. 

4. Spontaneous close fertilization possible; cross¬ 
ing favored: CmparU i, Choisya , Sktmmia (ex parte), 
Mur ray a, Citrus. 

II. Diclinous species. 

Self-fertilization impossible; crossing necessary: 
Ptelea y Sklmmia (ex parte). — (Jahrbuch hot. garU 
Berlin^ ii.) w. t . [57 

ZOOLOGY. 

MoUniks. 

Credit to an American naturalist — In an 
official report by M. Bouchen-Brandely, secretary 
of the college of France, the author states that he 
has learned by two years of study that the sexes of 
the Portuguese oyster are confined to separate Indi¬ 
viduals ; that after this discovery he conceived that 
it might be possible to artificially fertilize the eggs of 
this mollusk ; and that, after two years more of experi¬ 
menting, this attempt has been successful. Ameri¬ 
cans will be interested to learn that in 1879 an 
American naval officer, Lieut. Francis Winslow, 
who was stationed at Gibraltar for a few weeks, 
determined the unlsexuaUty of the Portuguese oys¬ 
ter, and reared it from artificially fertilized eggs. 
His results were printed in the American naturalist 
in 1879 or 1880; but, as I have no opportunity for 
reference at present, I cannot give the exact date, 
— w. k. b. (58 

Notes. — In the year-book of the Vereln fur 
v&terlkndische naturkunde in Wurttemberg, published 
lately at Stuttgart, Weinland has a paper on the moi- 
lusk fauna Of the Wtlrttemberglsoh Franken, and 
Wundt one on the zone of Ammonites transversarlus 
in the Suabian white Jura.——The second part of 
the Quarterly journal of microscopical science con¬ 
tains a paper by Lankester on the existence of Speu- 
geHs olfactory organ and of paired genital ducts in 
Nautilus pompillus. — Maude's ‘ Conchy liologie 
fluviatfle* of Nanking and Central China approaches 
completion. The ninth and concluding fatciculpi 
will appear during the present year. It is luxuri¬ 
ously illustrated, and printed in large <juarto. — 
Kuater’s continuation of Martini and Chemnits 
Coachylien cabinet bids fair to go on, like Tenny* 
son's brook, forever. Llcferung 322 is announced* 
This work would be much benefited by the total 
exclusion of the frightful engravings which Illus¬ 
trated the earlier editions and are still pressed into 
the service."—J. 8* &*•*#•» known by his conch#* 
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logical researches in New Caledonia and Southern 
France, has recently died. —w. n. n. [59 

Insects* 

American paleozoic inaeote. —K. D. Lacoe, 
whose collection of these objects must be one of the 
largest, if not the largest, in the country, has prepared 
a list of those hitherto published, including twenty- 
six genera and forty-eight species of hexapods, five 
genera and species of arachnids, and nine genera 
and nineteen species of myriapods, — a total of forty 
genera and seventy-two species. This embraces, how¬ 
ever, three genera and fourteen species still unpub¬ 
lished. The list 1 m purely bibliographical, excepting 
that it contains careful statements of the place of 
discovery of the fossils, the name of the finder, and 
the place of present deposit. About half of the 
described species have been published within the last 
five years. — (Wyonu hint, yeol, aoc., publ. 5.) [60 

A monstrous caterpillar. — K. H, done* figures 
a curious larva of the geometrld moth Melanippe 
Tuontanata of Europe, which he exhibited at an 
entomological reunion at the Koyal aquarium on 
March 5. It has the antennae and legs of the perfect 
Insect fully developed, while in other respects a 
normal Jarva. It was reared from the egg with a 
dozen others. Last November this one, then normal, 
was considerably larger than the rest of the brood, 



Abnormal larva of Melanippe montanata . 

and was noticed as a constant feeder. “ On Feb. 15 
I was astonished to find that this forward individual 
had developed the antennae of the imago, but with¬ 
out in any other way altering its larval appearance. 
For a space of two or three days the antennae were 
beautifully pectinated, and then the prolegs [thoracic 
legs ?] of the imago became perfect. . . . Both 
antennae and legs then gradually shrank and dried 
until the 2(>tb.” — (Untom., xvi, 121.) [61 

VEBTBBRATKS. 

Temperature and pulee rate.—By means of 
his new method of Isolating the mammalian heart, 
Prof. Martin has been able to make an accurate 
study of the effect of variations of temperature op 
the rate pf beat of the dog's heart when completely 
separated physiologically from all the rest of the 
body except the lungs. In the brief abstract of his 
work which has been published, a short description 
of the method of operating is given, together with 
some of the more Important, results which have been 
obtained. He finds that In the mammalian heart, as 
in that of the frog, the rate of beat . js gradually in¬ 
creased os the temperature of the blood is raised 
from 27° to 42° C. The quick pulse of fever can 
therefore be explained by the direct action of the 


'SS; 

heated blood on the heart itself, without Assuming 
any special action upon the extrinsic inhibitory or 
accelerator nerve-centres. 

The rate of beat of the heart is found to bear a 
much more direct relation to the temperature of 
the blood in the coronary arteries than to the tem¬ 
perature of the blood in the right auricle or ven¬ 
tricle. 

An interesting point which comes out of the method 
of work is, that, although the defibrinated calFs 
blood used to nourish the heart was repeatedly cir- 
* culatod through the heart and lungs for several 
hours, it gave no evidence of clotting at the end of 
an experiment, showing that fibrinogen is not formed 
In these organs. — (Proc. roy f soc., no, 228, 1668.) 

W. H, H. [69 

Lymphatics of periosteum. — George Hoggan 
and Frances Hoggan criticise the previous writings on 
this subject, and give the results of their own studies. 
They assert that what Budge described as the lym¬ 
phatics are really capillary blood-vessels. Their own 
conclusions they summarize as follows : — 

1. The lymphatics of the periosteum exist only 
on the outer surface, or within the outer gelatinous 
(white fibrous} stratum of the membrane. They 
never ramify upon the inner or bony surface. 2. 
When the periosteum is thin, more especially when 
the animal is old, the whole lymphatic plexus lies 
free upon the outer surface; but when the periosteum 
is thick, lymphatic t wigs may pass part way through, 
but they never reach the inner surface. 8, The lym¬ 
phatics accompany the blood-vessels, as if arranged 
to drain them. 4. No lymphatics exist on the sur¬ 
face of the great cavities of the bone. “There is 
thus every reason to believe that the lymphatics 
never come in contact with the bone itself, and that 
bone possesses no lymphatics apart from those found 
within the periosteum, which may be physiologically 
considered, therefore, as the lymphatics of bone.” 
— {Journ. anat. phyntoL, xvll. 80S.) c. a. m. [63 

Fish 

Classification of the Petromy xontlda. — The 
Lampreys have boon systematically considered by 
Gill, and are differentiated into two sub-families; 1. 
The Petrorayzontinae, * with the auprorai lamina me¬ 
dian and undividedand 2. The Caragolinae, * with 
two lateral suproral laminae.' The former embraces 
six genera, one of which Is named for the first time 
Exomegas, and is intended for the Petromyzon ma 
cr os torn us of Buenos Aires: the Caragolinae are con¬ 
fined to the southern hemisphere; i.e., Australlaand 
Pacific South America. — ( Proc . V, 6, nat. mus.* iv. 
521.) [64 

Characters of the Bphippiida. — The family of 
EphtppUds is distinguished by T. Gill from the Chae- 
todoatlds by the bifurcation of the post-temporal 
bones, and the wide, scaly isthmus extending from 
the pectoral region to the chin, and separating the 
branchial apertures,—(JFVoc. 17. & nat rows., iv. 557.) 

, | [66 

fauna of Idaho mad Oregon.— 
Professor .%;p* uope, referring to, the remains of 







fishes from the middle valley of the Snake ltlver in 
Ittaho and eastern Oregon, stated that bones collected 
from sections now dry, but which had formerly been 
portions of lake-basins in the Oregon district, in* 
dleated a close relationship with the fishes now found 
In the remaining lakes and rivers. The number 
of species of fishes collected from the Idaho beds 
amounts to twenty-two. They are all distinct from 
those found in the Oregon barin, and cannot be iden¬ 
tified with existing forms, although, with two excep¬ 
tions, they belong to existing genera. Four of the 
families of fishes obtained from these beds are not 


a* 4 general rule, apjjf one of the group may marry 
with any other of the complementary group. If the 
primaries are Aand’B, and the groups, 1, 2, 3, etc., 
and 1, )i, Hi, etc., in certain localities, A 1 must 
marry B1 only, and so on. The next change is the 
subdivision of A and B as in the KAmilaroi, thus : — 
a ' 

- 1, 2, H, etc. 
a 
6 

• i, !i, Hi, etc. 

d 



now found west of the Rocky Mountains, except a 
single species of one of them (Percidae) in California. 
Of even greater interest was the fact that this 
fauna includes representatives of the Cobitidae, — a 
family of fishes entirely absent in the living fauna 
of North America. The presence of their remains 
in the Idaho beds indicates a probable former con¬ 
nection between North America and Asia. The 
names * Idaho Lake ’ and 4 Idaho deposits * were 
proposed for the lake and deposits now first described. 
The formaUon-is distinct from any previously known, 
and is older than the Oregon lake-deposit. With the 
exception of fishes, the remains of but few vertebrates 
were found in the Idaho beds, although Jhe Oregon 
deposits are fall of the bones of mammals and birds. 
The means of Indicating the exact geological position 
of these pliocene beds, as compared with those of 
Europe, was as yet wanting. — (Acad, not, sc. 
Fhilad.; meeting June 19.) 10$ 

BeptUss and batraoUasa 

Spermatozoon of newt — Dowdesweil describes 
a Very minute barb at the tip of the head of the 
spermatozoon of the newt: it measures 1 Ay* in breadth 
by 2// in length. He looked for it in other animals, 
but did not find It. —(Quart, joum. mfcr, sc., 1883, 
m) c. a. w. {$* 

Nerves of the frog’s palate. —Stirling and Mac¬ 
donald describe fully the palatine nerves of the frog, 
their origin, and their general and minute distribu¬ 
tion* There is a coarse plexus of medullated fibres 
and a finer plexus of naked fibres, which last inner¬ 
vate the blood-vessels and the glauds, besides forming 
the ultimate ramifications of the nerves. In the 
course of the former plexus are scattered unipolar 
cells, each with a straight and a spiral fibre. There 
are, besides, many details given, This well Illus¬ 
trated and admirably written paper may be specially 
commended to histologists engaged in laboratory prac¬ 
tice. — (Joum. onat phpeiol, xvii. 298.) a ft. u, 

V. *• 

ANTHROFOIiOOT. 


The effect of this is to remove the woman of the 
second generation from the possibility of marrying 
her father. Were this not so, the law 1 A (male) 
marries B (female) * would permit A to take bis 
daughter to wife, the simpler law forbidding the 
marriage of brothers and sisters only. 

Under the form a 4* ct as A and 6 + (3 = B, each 
half of an original class has marital rights over the 
women of one particular half of the other class, 
whose children do not take the class name of the 
mother, but of the sister cjass. For example: a + 0 
"=6, who must marry a; and the children of the 
third generation, by mother right, will be again a and 
/?. Mr. Howitt, Who has worked out these systems 
with great patience, is of the opinion that this subdi¬ 
vision Into classes was designed to render impossible 
those unions which were considered, and are now 
considered, as deep pollution. He has certainly given 
the most rational explanation of aversion to mothers- 
in-law. Under the old r&yime a daughter was of the 
clan of her motherland B could marry any A The 
law against looking at a mother-in-law, therefore, 
was to prevent the possibility of marrying her, 

Mr. Howitt sums up his labors In the following 
conclusions : 1. Tbe primary division prevented 
brother and sister marriage; 2. Tbe secondary, in¬ 
termarriage between parents and children;'8. The 
prohibition of Intercourse between a woman and her 
son-in-law prevented connections not to be reached 
by class rules; 4, These changes were all reformatory 
In the community. — (Joum. a nthrop, {net, xil, 436.) 
j.w. p. {€9 

Hegioh of man's evolution,—Mr. W. S.Duncan 
is tbe author of a paper upon the probable region of 
man’s evolution, in which the following points are 
made. Man formed one of a set of families of man¬ 
like animals, somewhat simitar to the present apes. 
Since only the h> west members of the Primates have 
been distributed to the eastern and the western con¬ 
tinent, it is probable that the Primates originated 
within the arctic circle, while the higher groups 
sprang from the eastern continent: man, therefore, 
did not originate within the arctic circle, nor in the 


Australian class systems.—In the Australis* 
division of the tribe the communes sre represented 
by two primary classes, each of which has a group 
of totem names, which ark chiefly names of things 
animate or inanimate. The two primary Inter- 
marrying classes are over 4 large part of soiBW-wtetn 

totem names is a wpreseptA^^ ; mif . 


new world. The CytioplthecidaC, since tertiary tims, 
have been spread over nearly the entire eastern con* 
thieut. The SemnopUhectdae have been dispersed 
over central and western Europe to southern Europe 
and south-eastern Aria, as far south as £thlopia.1%e 
anthropoid apes have been more clrcum*<a4bod. 
all the tenors o# living apes am derived from souths 
em Runbpe aad wdrirople^ Aria. As apes existed 





July Wh »ir . 8<?i: ' . a* 

in Europe and before they reached the*tropics, North Axnerioaa Indian* and the hone. ~~ 

so we may lute that man existed In Europe and * Processor Hovelacque, in his recent work tes races 
Africa before the low types, the Akkas and iheAetas, humalues, gives as one of the important character- 
occupied tropical Asia and Maiaala. The present Nations of the North-Amerlcan Indians the state- 
habitat of the apes is not conducive to change : we ment that they do not breed horses, leaving it to be 
must look to some region where apes were com- inferred from the context that they obtain their 
polled to change their food and modes of locomotion, supply from wild herds. It may he remarked, that, 
The stoppage of the southern migration by vast sheets however general the use of horses is at this time 
of water shut up the apes in temperate regions. The among the Indian tribes of the great plains, an 
crowding of other animals in the same locations ethnologic distinction based upon any treatment of 
sharpened the intelligence of the precursor of mam that animal — a European importation and intrusion 
Here, then, Mr, Duncan supposes the great conflict —Is hardly legitimate, For centuries after the 
and transition from nian llfee apes to ape-1 Ike men Columbian discovery hut a small proportion of the 
took place. — (Jourtu anthrop . fnsf, xii. 513-525.) tribes of North America ever saw a horse. The fact 

j. w, p. [70 that the horse was not known to or used by them iu 

Tylort lectures at Oxford.—The concluding ^elr prehistoric condition constitutes an important 
portion of Dr. Tylor’s lectures on anthropology, de- element in establishing their position in the ethnic 

Uverod in the Oxford museum in February (see i. » cale > their ri *« s^agery M barbarism having 

1035 ), U devoted to the history of the growth of b « en retarded by that deprivation. Further, it must 
practical art. “ In considering the claims of anthro- be suggested that there is little evidence, apart from 
pology as a practical means of understanding our- the novels of Capt. Mayne Reid and similar au- 
selves, we have to form an opinion how the ideas tborities, of the existence in North America of herds 
and arts of any people are to be accounted for as of horses similar to those in South America, 
developed from preceding stages. To work out the sufficiently large to supply the Plains tribes. There 
lines along which the process of organisation has were, doubtless, some wild horses, the descendants of 
actually moved, is a task needing caution. A tribe those imported by the Spaniards, in a condition to 
may have some art which plainly shows progress from be captured by a past generation ; but probably no 
a ruder state of things: and yet it may be wrong to bvln S Mian has relied upon recruiting his stock 
suppose this development to have taken place among ^ rom 8Ucb b ® r< * 8 » an< * horses have been obtained 
themselves; it may be an item of higher culture, ** the civilised method of purchase or the more 

that they have Jearned from sight of a more advanced convenient process of stealing. The latter expe- 

natlon. It is essential, in studying even savage and dtein has of late years been stopped by the powers of 
barbaric culture, to allow for borrowing/’ Illustra- * bo United States authorities; so some of the tribes 
tious are given by Dr. Tylor of this borrowing, one of have learned to breed from their horses, though as 
which is quite amusing. The later Danish travellers y et tbe P^ice is limited by the same want of pru- 
among the Eskimo enter very minutely Into the do- deuce as is shown in their neglect to provide food and 
script!on of the tools and dress of these people, before * be,ter for thelr P° uies - The ^ hote connection of 
contact with Europeans, meaning the post-Columbian tb ® lrib ® 8 the f horse * in *ply shows a course of 
voyagers; but, unwittingly in many instances, they education to a certain extent by a foreign civilization, 
are describing fashions and forms borrowed from the *t*tement of M. Hovelacque is therefore as 

SkraelHng ancestors of these very writers a thousand untrue in fact as it Is unphilosophic as an ethnic 

years ago. Another very important point discussed characterisation. — J. w, P. [7E 

in the lectures Is the possibility pf national degrada¬ 
tion. Dr. Tylor was the first to discover, after the BARDY INSTITUTIONS, 

battle between the advocates of ' degradation / and Land-holding in South Africa. — Sir H. Bartle 
those of evolution, that both wore right, and that a Frere gives* us an account of the systems of land- 
proper view of human history must include both vi« tenure among the aboriginal tribes of Sout^i Africa, 
Cissltudet over and over again, and rim commingling —Bushmen, Hottentots, Kaffirs. Among the Kaffirs, 
of both in every degree of complexity. Mr. Tylor if a man wishes to leave the paternaHtraal, he seeks 
gives a succinct account of the formation of the Pitt- a tract of unoccupied land, and builds a kraal for 
Elvers collection, now housed at Oxford, and. in com- hlmsejtf* His wives proceed to cultivate as much 
mooting upon the evolution of gesture-speech, pays land a* they please, and the live-stock is turned but 
this tribute to our country: “ The labor and ex- to pasture. The settlement descends from father to 
pease which anthropologists in the United States sons* buleas, as often happens, this is prevented by 
are now bestowing on the study of the Indigenous the chief or an enemy., Titles rest simply on force, 
tribes contrasts, I am sorry to say, with the indiffar- A man owns the land he ^occupies as long as he can 
enoe shown’to such observations In Canada, where hold It hy his own might, or with the aid of the 
the habits of yet more interesting native tribes are chief, or tribe, If fhls I* given. Authority of 
allowed to die out without even a record/’ With the or recognise possession 

very great shrewdness the speaker discussed the ’so)}- hw nofc.beaa dlwwve^ by Sir Bartle Frere; but he 
Ject of magic and the benefit derived frpm even ; )»• discovered by future In* 

useless search as that for the 'lost tribe*: of Israel^ j>, w. A 

(Nature, S£*y 17.) i. w.r. ' \ ' ^ 
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INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

Naval bureau of ordnance, 

Experiments at Annapolis . — By direction of the 
Naval bureau of ordnance, experiments with the 
six-ioch steel gun were resumed at the experimental 
battery recently, the chief object being to develop 
and encourage the home manufacture of steel pro¬ 
jectiles. Steel projectiles manufactured by the Mid¬ 
vale steel company near Philadelphia, having different 
physical characteristics as to toughness, extensibility, 
ate., were fired at a target consisting of two mild steel 
five-inch plates strongly bolted together, and hacked 
with twenty inches of Jive-oak, The first and the 
second shots broke up; the third pierced the plates, 
and was stopped by Urn backing; while the fourth 
perforated target and backing, and burled itself in a 
mound of earth beyond the target. This projectile 
had an initial velocity of 1,983 feet, and weighed 75 
pounds. The charge of powder was 32 pounds, and 
the striking energy per inch of shot’s circumference 
was 108 foot-tons. The results indicate that there 
will be no serious difficulty in procuring the proper 
material for armor-piercing shells in this coun¬ 
try. 

A somewhat remarkable result was obtained with 
A projectile weighing 52 pounds, and a charge of 33 
pounds of powder. The muzzle velocity obtained 
was 2,323 feet per second, with a pressure of about 13 
tons. The ratio of charge to projectile was adopted 
as being nearly that which will be used in the 
new ten-inch guns designed by Commodore Sieard. 
These guns will be manufactured at the Washington 
navy-yard, and are intended for the batteries of the 
four double-turreted monitors. 

It docs not necessarily follow that results equally 
favorable will be obtained with the ten-inch gun, 
since the masses of both charge and projectile will 
be greatly Increased. The pressures will doubtless bo 
higher; but those guns will be sufficiently strong to 
withstand a working pressure of more than 25 tons 
to the square inch. The indications, however, are, 
on the whole, extremely favorable to the success of 
the ten-inch gun. 

This experiment is likewise interesting when com¬ 
pared with the record of a six-inch gun constructed 
by Sir William Armstrong, in which, with an 80- 
pound projectile and a charge of 55 pounds of pow¬ 
der, a muzzle velocity of 2,297 feet was reached 
with a pressure of 21 tons. In the latter case the 
ratio of charge to projectile is 11; 10, whereas in the 
former case the ratio is 11:17 J. It is to bo regretted 
that the size of the chamber of this experimental 
gun does not permit the employment of a larger 
charge of powder. 

Two six-inch gUns, representing the types proposed 
for the broadside batteries of the new steei cruisers, 
are now in process of construction at the Wash¬ 
ington navy-yard, and will be ready tpr teeing in 
August, — a. m. n. 


IT. 8. magnetic observatory at Los Angeles, Gal. 1 

Magnetic observations. — There is at present but 
one self-registering magnetic observatory within the 
limits of the United States. That observatory Is 
located in Los Angeles, Cal. ; and the object of the 
present article is to present a brief description of 
the observatory and its work, together with a short 
account of Its origin. 

# Continuous series of magnetic observations, cover¬ 
ing longer or shorter periods, have been made at 
several stations in North America ; but, with two ex¬ 
ceptions, they have all been made on the eastern side 
of the continent. We have a series of observations 
of five years (1840-45) at Girard college, Philadel¬ 
phia, by A. D. Baehe; six years’ observations at Key 
West, Fla. (1800-60), by the U. S. coast-survey; ami 
a long series, still continuing, at Toronto, Canada 
(1841-83). Wo have, further, a series of nearly five 
years of photographic records taken at Madison, 
Wls., by the U. H. coast and geodetic survey. 

On the western coast the only continuous series of 
magnetic observations we have, were made by the 
Russian government at Sitka at the magnetic and 
meteorological observatory established in March, 1842, 
and maintained until the cession of Alaska to the 
United States in October, 1807; and the series of 
hourly observations at Point Barrow In 1852-54 by 
Capt. Maguire, R.N, Up to the present time, a.great 
part of these observations have remained undigested 
and undiscussed. 

It was therefore contemplated by the coast-survey, 
many years ago, to obtain a continuous series of mag¬ 
netic records from some station on the western coast 
of the United States ; and, with this end in view, an 
Adie magnetograph of the latest and most approved 
pattern was purchased in 1860. The outbreak of the 
war, however, prevented the carrying-out of this 
plan. 

The instruments remained packed until 1878, when 
a favorable time seemed to have arrived to put it 
to use. Assistant 0. A. Schott, aided by Mr. Suesa, 
then set it up for trial in the basement of the coast- 
survey office in Washington. Some minor defects 
of construction were remedied, and the magneto- 
graph set to work in January, 1879. It was kept 
going for about two weeks on trial, and found to 
perform satisfactorily. During this time, it was in¬ 
spected by Superintendent Patterson, and its work¬ 
ings observed by various members of the survey. At 
the close of this trial it was packed up for shipment 
to some station In California. 

It was found, however, that more money would he 
required to run the .instrument than could be then 
set apart for this work, and it therefore remained 
in the coast-survey office. 

In response to the invitation of the International 
polar conference, our government consented, In 1881, 

1 Communicated, with permission of the superintendent of 
the IT. 8. coast and geodetic survey, by Mxuous Hakxk, acting 
assistant In charge of the observatory. 
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to the establishment of two observing stations in high 
northern latitudes. Observations, especially of mete¬ 
orology and magnetism, were to be undertaken; and 
it was arranged to carry on these observations under 
the joint auspices of the signal-service and coast 
and geodetic survey. The executive management 
of these stations, the selection of observers, etc., were 
put under the direction of the chief signal-officer. 
The coast-survey co-operated by furnishing such mag¬ 
netic Instruments as were on hand, and by training, 
during the short time available for their work, the mag¬ 
netic observers selected by the signal-office. It is to 
be regretted that there was not time enough to pro¬ 
cure suitable differential instruments for the sta¬ 
tions. 

Two parties were despatched to the north, — one to 
Lady Franklin Bay, near the northern end of Green¬ 
land, under the charge of Ideut. A. W. Greely ; and 
the other to Point Barrow, Alaska, under the direc¬ 
tion of Lieut. P. H. Kay. Both these parties reached 
their destination in the fall of 3881. 

It was the wish of the International polar confer¬ 
ence that all the northern stations should be occu¬ 
pied three years; and a special effort was to be made 
to secure a complete and continuous record from 
August, 3882, to August, 1883. In the spring of 1882, 
additional observers were selected by the signal-office 
to replace any of the former ones that might have 
become disabled, or to act as auxiliaries, should such 
be needed. These magnetic observers, like their 
predecessors, received instruction at the coast-survey 
office prior to their departure for tho north ; and a 
set of differential magnetic instruments, hastily con¬ 
structed, was sent to Point Barrow. 

The spring of 1882 seemed, therefore, a peculiarly 
favorable time to put the Adle magnetograph to 
work, and to secure at one and the same time the 
long-desired series of magnetic observations from the 
western coast, and a series which would also be avail¬ 
able for comparison with those observations made at 
the International polar conference stations. It was 
therefore mutually agreed by the signal and coast 
survey offices to establish a magnetic station at the 
joint expense of the two offices. In the case of the 
northern stations, the management was intrusted to 
the signal-office. The expense of the Lady Franklin 
Bay station was specifically provided for by act of 
■Congress. The expense of the Point Barrow station 
was to be borne by the signal-service and coast and 
geodetic survey jointly. In the new station to be 
-established in California, and which was to be de¬ 
voted to observations of magnetism only, the man¬ 
agement was left entirely to the coast-survey. 

At first Ban Biego was suggested as the site of the 
new station, it being the place on the western coast of 
the United States farthest from the northern stations. 
A somewhat better location, nearly a* far south, was, 
however, finally selected in Los Angeles, Cal. 

Flans for a building were prepared in Washington, 
and forwarded to Assistant J. S. Lawson of the coast 
And geodetic survey, who proceeded to Los Angelas, 
juid superintended the selection of a site, and erec¬ 
tion of a building, in June and July, 1882. 


In July, 1882, the instruments, were shipped to Los 
Angeles, Cal., In the care of Mr. Werner Buses, a 
skilful mechanician in the coast-survey, and who had 
attended to the mounting of the instrument in 1878, 
and to its packing up after the test trial was com¬ 
plete. 

At the same time, the writer was assigned to the 
charge of the observatory, with instructions to mount 
and adjust the instrument, determine Its constants, 
aud proceed to bring out a continuous record of the 
changes in the elements of the earth's magnetism. 
Leaving Washington July 26, he arrived In Los 
Angeles Aug. 7,1882, where he found Mr. Suess in 
waiting, and the observatory complete. 

After arranging preliminaries, the work of mount¬ 
ing and adjusting the instrument was begun, and 
pushed forward as rapidly as possible. Observations 
for the determination of the constants and scale 
values were made; the compensation of the vertical- 
force magnet for temperature was made; tempera¬ 
ture coefficients were determined; aud finally, on 
Sept. 28, every thing was in readiness, and the first 
sensitive paper was put upon the cylinders, and the 
first record made. The first few days were in the 
nature of a trial. A slight re-adjustment was made 
on Oct. 13, after which every thing worked satis¬ 
factorily. On Oct. 31 the horizontal and vertical 
force constants were redetermined; and since that 
date the instrument has continued to work almost 
perfectly, and to make a complete and continuous 
record of the changes of all the magnetic ele¬ 
ments. 

The observatory is situated in latitude 84° OS' N., 
longitude 118° 15' W. from Greenwich, and 317 feet 
above the level of the sea. It Is on a rather steep 
hillside sloping to the south-west in the grounds of 
the Branch normal school in the city of Los Angeles, 
exactly one mile, in a direct line, from the centre of 
the plaza,W park, in the centre of the old town, 
or about a mile from the central business part of 
the town. Street-cars run within two squares of the 
observatory. It is on adobe soil underlaid by clay, 
and in the midst of an orange plantation formerly 
known as Belle Vue Terrace. 

The observatory is built of redwood fastened with 
copper nails, is double walled, with an air-space 
2.5 feet between the walls; which walls are four¬ 
teen inches thick, and filled with adobe soil. It 
is twenty-eight feet long by twenty-oqgfteet wide, 
and painted white. The entrance to the observatory 
is on the south side. On the north side is the pho¬ 
tographic or dark room, P, where the various photo¬ 
graphic processes are carried on. This room is 
twelve feet long by ten feet wide. The accompany¬ 
ing plan will show the arrangement of rooms and 
instruments, The three magnets are placed, the uni- 
filar or declinometer, U, to the east, the bifilar or hor¬ 
izontal-force magnetometer, B, to the west, and the 
vertical-force magnetometer, V, to the north, of the 
central driving-clock, C. A picture of the instrument, 
showing it as a whole, and also showing details, may 
be fobnd in Gordon's Electricity aud magnetism. 
For Illumination, student-lamps burning kerosene-oil 
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are used, and yield satisfactory results. The record 
is made on paper sensitized by the bromo-iodide 
process. The paper is sensitized at the observatory, 
Each trace contains two days' record; and the record 
|s absolutely complete and continuous, except the 
time lost in changing papers to begin a new record, 
and iu * moving spots,' or shifting the luminous dots 
to get the second day's record on the same sheet. 
The time required for the first operation is from 
seven to eight minutes; for the second, from two to 
three minutes. Thus only about ten minutes are lost 
in tw'o days, or an average of five minutes per day,— 

* * 


Visitors are admitted to the observatory, and the 
twees generally show their presence by a break In 
the curve. 

The Instrument records, as is well known, changes 
of declination, changes of horizontal force, and 
changes of vertical force. Each of these changes 
is recorded on a separate sheet, or trace as it is 
called; and thus, on an average, forty-five traces 
are produced each month. These traces are six 
inches by sixteen inches and a half, and are made 
on plain photographic paper prepared for use at the 
Observatory. 

This preparation comists of two processes, 
salting an>d silvering. The salting process, as 



it is called, consists In soaking the pnper from 
ten to fifteen minutes in a bath of iodide and 
bromide of potassium, with a little tincture of 
iodine added, after which the paper Ik hung 
up to dry. This process is carried on in the 
daylight. 

The silvering or sensitizing process is car¬ 
ried on in a room as dark as can well be made, 
and then lighted up dimly with a red lantern. 
Some difficulty ha* been found in keeping the 
room dark enough, and on some occasions 
the silvering ha* been done at night. 

For silvering, four wooden trays arc placed 
in a row: the first containing a bath of nitrate 
of silver, acetic acid, and water; the second, 
distilled water; the third, a weak solution of 
chloride of ammonium; and the fourth, dis¬ 
tilled water. A sheet of salted paj>cr is then 
floated on tray no. 1, special care and some 
skill being required to prevent (aj any of the 
solution from getting on the back of the sheet, 
and ( b ) any air-bubble* from clinging to the 
front side of the sheet. The first defect pro¬ 
duce* stains, and the second, spots. In about 
nine minutes the paper is transferred to tray 
no. 2, being floated on as in the case of no. 
1, and a new sheet is floated onHray no. 1. 
In about nine minute* more, the sheets are 
moved forward, as before; the paper in no. 2 
Is floated on no. fl; that in no. 1 i* transferred, 
as before, to no, 2, and a new sheet floated on 
no. I. This continues till tray 4 is reached; 
after *yblch the sensitizing is complete, and 
the paper is then hung up to dry In the dark, 


a quantity too small to be of any importance on any t Special care l* necessary In hanging up the wet 


occasion thus'far observed. paper to avoid stains from the Angers, from the 

One minute of time on the traces is represented line, or from the pin which holds the paper on 
by of an inch approximately, and a movement the line. 


through one minute of arc by the uuifilar magnet 
is represented on the trace by ^ of an inch. A 
motion of the bifilar magnet of one scale division, 
represented on the trace by 0.027 Inch, corresponds 
to a change of horizontal force of about its g^Vo part. 
The traces can readily be read off within half a scale 
division, or changes of force of its rsrbw part are 
recorded. This adjustment has not proved too sen¬ 
sitive, as the luminous dot has never left the recording 
cylinder, except once for a short time during ttiefreat 
magnetic storm of November, 188?* * i < 


After drying thoroughly, the papers are taken down, 
packed in & large envelope, and kept in a dark drawer 
to be used as needed. From this envelope the sheets 
are transferred to the three recording cylinders pre¬ 
pared to carry them. They remain two day* upon 
the cylinders, endlhus receive two days' record. At 
quarter-past nine a.m, of each alternate day the 
paper* are changed. 

Over the central driving-clock i* hung a heavy 
prange-flknnei curtain. To change papers, the At¬ 
tendant, with the envelope of sensitive paper, goes 










behind this fiannel curtain, tlumigb whk&sttflkfient 
"Ufifct from the three lamp* come* to enable the 
cattle to be made wtthout farflber artificial light 
The orange flannel serves to satisfactorily exclude 
actinic light. 

The trace*, removed from tM cylinder*, are then 
carried in a large envelope to the dark room, and 
there developed, the developer used being pyrogallic 
acid. The best developments are those which take 
place rather quickly, in about ten to fifteen minute*. 
When the development l* slower, the trace* are 
usually found inferior. After the development le. 
complete, the trace* are fixed in hyposulphite of 
soda cleansed in a saturated solution Of alum, washed 
for about two hours in running water, and then hung 
bp to dry. After drying, the date is stamped upon 
them. The exact instant of beginning ami ending of 
each line on the trace, together with torwtfwpond- 
ing scale value. Is written on. Tim* observations, 
With sextant and artificial horizon, are taken from 
tonrto time, usually monthly, to regulate toe sfond- 
ard chronometer. 

After the traces have been thus corapieted T thcy 
are practically paper negatives, from which any num¬ 
ber of copies maybe made photographically. Two 
software made by the w»lMenown blue-print process. 
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&OTMS AND WMWS> 

Professor Huxley has been elected president of too 
Royal society of London, in the place of Mr. Spottls- 
woodL 

—•The recently issued report of the fignal-o^qe 
for 1881 contains a record of primary and secondary 
observing stations, established in that year in AJ&aka, 
with summaries of observations at soma Alaskan 


The traces require n^speclal treatment, such as oil¬ 
ing, waxing, etc., for the successful application of 
this process. 

For tabulating from the traces, It is found most 
convenient to' use a ruler subdivided Into hourly 
divisions for the time scale, and a triangular piece of 
card-board upon the edge of which is ruled the scale 
corresponding to the trace to be read. The unifilar 
and bifilar traces have all been read, tabulated, and 
the means calculated. The vertical-force traces have 
not yet been read. 

There is also in the magnet-room of the observa¬ 
tory a thermograph, which records the temperature 
every half-hour. From the records produced by it, 
the Ume of maximumtomperature in the observatory 
is found to be about five p,m„ and the time of mini- 
Shim temperature, about half-past eight A.M. At 
these hours the thermometers under the bell glasses 
and near the magnets are read; and from these read¬ 
ings it appear* that the magnets art subjected to 
an average daily range of temperature of about 

ii*a ' ' 

On the 14th, Ififch, and lfifch of each month, obser- 
vations are made to detemihe the absolute decli¬ 
nation, dtp, and intensity. These observations are 
.made in the usual manner of taking such obser¬ 
vation* by field parties Ip the coast and geodetic 
survey. > monthly reports and returns of results are 
made to toe superintendent of the survey. 

The detonations and dips have all been computed, 
but tho tatontoie* ohly kpprontmafcely as yet. The 
foltowing table contains toe declination# and dips 
>esuJ^% ^dm toe monthly absolute determinations. 

: ;toUto deelihation is the mean deHved from the tom- 

days, and took dip; W to* 

iiktofe with two utodles ea toe mm tore* 


stations in preceding years. There is also some 
account of the fitting-out Of the Greely expedition 
to Lady Franklin Bay and that to Fpint itorrow- 
But the most important article for arctic students is 
the report of Prof. E. W. Nelson on the meteorology 
of St Michaels, Norton Sound, where, a* 1* jrto 
known, be had been stationed for four years; bis 
leisure being employed in pursuing investigations 
into toe natural history and ethnology of the region 
with the greatest energy, devotion, and success. 
The article itself being a summary and an abstract, 
with somewhat wider limit# ip regard to fb* tmi- 
ment Of Auroras and the sorcalled 1 polar 
formation of clouds, it will not be attempted to con- 
dense it here, but merely to call attention to so^o 
of Us leading features. According to ptoemtipns 
by Hanenhower, the position (hitherto somewhat 
uncertain) of St. Michaels is latitude and 

longitude 04f west. 'Thutoeftoahi^'tot^^ 
ature for the period i* 26° .6 F. The higheei observed 
temperature was 75°, and the lowe*V^fi6V A, 
curious fact w*« noted with great |n 

early winter darkness comes on mween^toree" said l 
four km,, and the temperature faU* mttu aho^^*|g' : 
p,K., :When a,rise follows of two or three hOur*’dum- : 
tlaiV)to4 sometimes five or tot degrees ln extent, fbL 
lowed by the usual steady hpctor^ti^L, :itvd6# v 
not result from changes in toe wito,>uVmaybedne 
to greater radiation immediate^ 
the land, resulting in local atmospheric 
causing warmer alr from ton h to Jp 

the vicinity of thestation. , . 

Alongshore, wJMslt, 20^ 
pretoltoA Winds off the. Ni.WV, 

distioctty atjfleii^ 
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The. measured precipitation averaged twelve inches 
and a quarter, to which Mr* Nelson estimates a 
correction of one-half more must be added for un¬ 
measurable drizsle and blown snow. The record and 
discussion of the aurora is a valuable contribution 
to the subject, and cannot be summarised. Thunder¬ 
storms are almost unknown. Lightning was observed 
but twice, and no thunder was heard during the whole 
period. It is referred to as reported common on the 
upper Yukon In summer; but In 1865-08, by the ex¬ 
plorers of the Telegraph expedition on the upper 
part of the river, thunder and lightning were not 
observed on a single occasion. "There are but two 
seasons at St. Michaels,—winter (October-May) and 
summer (the remaining five months). The sea Is 
open until about Oct. 15; ami the ice disappears 
* In the spring, usually in early June. The tides are 
small, but over the shallow sea adjacent the rise In 
level due to gales is often sufficient to submerge the 
marshy shores for miles inland. Gardening Is not 
a success, except for turnips, radishes, and lettuce. 
The earliest birds, chiefly geese, begin to arrive In 
April; and the migration continues to Jane, the main 
body of birds arriving between May 15 and 25. 
Most of the birds leave for the south in August, 
and the first sharp frost of September sends away 
the laggards. 

— On the 1st of January, 1888, there were In exist¬ 
ence societies of geography, distributed all over 
the world, with about 38,000 members. 

— The American society of mechanical engineers 
met at Cleveland, O., June 14, President E. D. 
Leavitt, jun., of Cambridge, Mass., in the chair. 
Eighty members were present, and fifty-four were 
elected, raising the total membership to four hundred 
and sixteen. The papers were generally short, plain, 
and practical. Mr. J. K. Holloway described a steam 
starting gear for throwing marine engines ‘ off the 
centre.’ It consists of a steam-cylinder and a friction- 
wheel on the main shaft, which can be actuated by 
the auxiliary steam-cylinder. The device works either 
way, and may be applied repeatedly if necessary. 
Mr. Charles N. Comly detailed his experience with 
lubricating materials, resulting in the substitution of 
grease for oil. Other members had found grease the 
cheaper lubricant, but had observed that It had a 
much higher coefficient of friction than oil* Mr. J. 
E* Sweet described a new method of casting iron pipe 
having flanges, making chilled flange-faces and cored 
bolt-holes. Other papers remain to be reported. 
During the session, it was announced that an honor¬ 
ary degree had been conferred on President Leavitt 
by the Stevens institute of technology. 

—W. H, Edwards announces that he will not, at 
present, complete the Synopsis of species Commenced 
in the tenth part of his Butterflies of North America, 
but substitute for it a mere list of species, which will 
be Issued With the next (concluding) part of the sec¬ 
ond serial* _____ 
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THE U. S. NATIONAL MUSEUM . 

I. 

Thk brief pamphlet recently issued by^thc 
assistant director of the museum as his special 
report for 1881 is, perhaps, one of the most 
important documents which has yet appeared 
in tiie history of science in this country. It 
represents the institution which in the natural 
course of events should become the leading 
organization of its kind on this continent, 
and also furnish the motive and the pattern 
for the man)' similar copies which will natu¬ 
rally follow its example in other parts of 
our extensive possessions. It also presents 
to foreign nations the ideals, which, they will 
naturally suppose, represent our existing scien¬ 
tific culture and the tendencies of science in 
this country- They will hardly imagine that 
it has not been debated at all by scientific men 
at large, that it is the work of no represen¬ 
tative commission, and that it cannot in any 
sense be considered as the deliberate result 
of consultation with the leading men of the 
United States in all departments. 

In this respect, we think that the action of 
the government — if the plan is, as we under¬ 
stand, already adopted in the museum — is 
open to the severest criticism, and that it shows 
a curious want of prudence to definitely settle 
the future of an institution in which the whole 
country is more deeply interested than any 
other of its kind, without allowing the voice 
and criticisms of scientific men to be heard. 
It is certainly a wide departure from the wise 
example of the Smithsonian, and shows, that, 
at Washington, success has already begun to 
dull the edge of the wise forethought which 
led to such successful results in the planning 
of that institution. 

That the museum must be a loser in 4nflu- 
etice by such a proceeding lies in the nature 
Wo.su.~i8w. 


of things. The science of this country is 
certainly not responsible for the plan, and, 
however good it may prove to be, has had no 
proper opportunities for expressing its opinion 
about a matter in which its deepest interests 
are concerned. 

♦ 

In his opening considerations, Mr. Goode 
divides museums into three classes,—those for 
record, those for research, and those for educa¬ 
tion. He considers that all three of these ob¬ 
jects are essential to the development of any 
comprehensive and philosophically organized 
museum. By record, the author means the 
preservation of collections which have served 
as the instruments of past research; and by 
research, the accumulation of materials of 
all kinds to provide for new investigations. 
The author here assumes an historical stand¬ 
ard, and thinks that the objects of museum 
administration determine their classification; 
whereas, in our opinion, practical considera¬ 
tions really settle the class to which a given 
museum should be referred. There is, as the 
author remarks, no separation of the two pur¬ 
poses of record and research; and it would 
perhaps have been clearer to the inexperi¬ 
enced in this branch of technology if the 
preservation of records, and accumulation of 
materials for research, together with adequate 
provision for the publication of original results, 
winch is not mentioned by him, had been de¬ 
fined as the inseparable trinity of a museum 
of the first class. Mr. Goode’s opinion, that 
such museums should have exhibition-rooms, 
and display both their records and the results of 
research, indicates a broad and well-balanced 
judgment of the aims of museum administra¬ 
tion. The prevalent opinion among young 
investigators, that no public display of records 
should be made, arises from obstacles which 
the expenses of exhibition * have heretofore 
presented^ to the successful performance of the 
proper functions of this class of museums in 
the en<Soumgement of research, and also to 
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their frequent failures ns instruments for the 
education of the public. 

Two functions, that of museums of research 
and that of museums of education, have been 
confused in their display of specimens; but, 
while this shows the necessity of a separation 
and a change of policj' in their choice of col¬ 
lections for exhibition, it does not justify the 
withdrawal of valuable and useful records from 
public view. Leave to consult original speci¬ 
mens cannot be lightly granted, and the idio¬ 
syncrasies of their guardians is a large element 
of uncertainty in the way of those desiring to 
see such treasures* There are also classes of 
persons daily on the increase who should, at 
any rate, have the privilege of seeing them, 
though not fit to be trusted with their direct 
handling; and the wants of this class cannot 
be justly disregarded. We are therefore most 
heartily in sympathy with Mr. Goode in his 
opinion, that the highest value of original rec¬ 
ords is given to them when they are placed 
on exhibition ; but we probably differ in think¬ 
ing that this should be done in museums or 
collections exclusively devoted to research, 
and meant for the use of the special student 
rather than the general public. 

Mr. Goode’s third class of museums, the 
educational, we should designate as the second 
class; since these are often separated from 
the former, and ought always to be conducted 
with distinct purposes, and governed by a class 
of men who are familiar with the educational 
wants of the public, i.e M all those classes of 
persons who must get their information through 
the glass, and are not permitted to handle 
specimens. The needs of this class are but 
imperfectly understood by the investigator, or, 
if understood, very apt to be considered by 
him as of slight importance. It is certainly 
not his essential function to satisfy these de¬ 
mands, as in the case of the true educator, 
and as should be the case with the curator of 
an educational collection. 

Mr. Goode’s ideal of a great educational mu¬ 
seum is accomplished by the union of the natu¬ 
ral history and industrial museums; and this 
has evidently arisen from his experience and 


study of similar unions occurring more or less 
accidentally in the different great exhibitions 
held in civilized countries of late years. He 
points out, that, while these great industrial 
exhibitions have shown a tendency to become 
purely commercial, they have served, wherever 
they have been held, as the starting-points, in 
time and materials, of permanent industrial rau- 
, scums. The effect of the world's fair in Phila¬ 
delphia in 187G, iu accordance with this law, 
demonstrated the educational value of a more 
permanent industrial museum, and suggested 
that an immense field of usefulness would be 
open to an institution which should be based 
upon similar grounds, but which would endeav¬ 
or, by a more efficient and scientific arrange¬ 
ment of its specimens, to impart “ a consistent 
and systematic idea of the resources of the 
world and of human achievement.” 

This novel and somewhat Startling aim is 
announced as the future guiding-star of the 
National museum, which is declared to be in 
the best possible trim for the accomplishment 
of such a purpose, since it is now starting 
anew, and is not encumbered by the immense 
masses of duplicates which have become the 
most serious obstacles in the path of the older 
museums. It is, in other words, free to choose 
the path of its future work ; and while this seems 
to be true, and the author must be acknowl¬ 
edged the best judge of the fact, we do not 
find any allusion to the accumulations formerly 
stored in the Smithsonian, nor as to how these 
and other collections, made upon the old basis 
fot purely scientific research, are to be brought 
into harmony with the new ideal. 1 It is much to 
be regretted, that, in this preliminary announce¬ 
ment of so important a national enterprise, the 
author had not taken more space for such in¬ 
teresting explanations, and also for the fuller 
consideration of the arrangement of topics 
according to their relative importance. 

This treatise shows, nevertheless, in all its 

1 Though wo do And (n* quoted In Italics Immediately below) 
that these collections, and we presume those which will he eon'- 
tlnually Sowing In from the Geological survey, the K 1st-com* 
mission, ami other sources, arc to be arranged on a different plan 
from oil the other collections. It wou Id have greatly mi lightened 
us If ure could have known what this plan was, but nothing Jur* 
tberissafdof it. 
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parte, that the practical aspects and difficulties 
of the question have beeu studied with great 
thoroughness and ability, and have naturally 
absorbed the time and thoughts of the author, 
and taken, therefore, the most prominent place. 

What seem to us the most valuable and Ain- 
damental of all the considerations are brought 
in as secondary. Thus we find an intimation 
only that the museum “attempts to show* 
the evolution of civilization ; M we cannot be 
wrong, it appears to us, in imagining that this 
is to be the great aim of the National muse¬ 
um ; and again, “ the collections should form 
a museum of anthropology, the word ‘anthro¬ 
pology * being applied in its most compre¬ 
hensive sense. It should exhibit the physical 
characteristics, the history, the manners (past 
and present) of all peoples (civilized and sav- 
age), and should illustrate human culture and 
industry in all its phases. The earth, its 
physical structure and its products, is to be 
exhibited with special reference to its adapta¬ 
tion for use by man and its resources for his 
future needs. The so-called natural history 
collections — that is to say , the collections in 
pure zoology , geology , and botany — should 
be grouped in separate aeries , which , though 
arranged on another plan , shall illustrate and 
supplement the collections in industrial and 
ecouomic natural history.” We felt immedi¬ 
ately the deepest interest in knowing how so 
large a part of the National museum could be 
arranged on another plan without confusing 
the effect of the whole, but looked for ex¬ 
planations in vain. 

The idea of making the National museum 
a museum of anthropology must, we think, 
command unqualified respect; and it seems to 
us to contain so much of fhture promise, that 
we feel all the more regret that the details of 
the scheme had not received the healthy pur¬ 
gation of general and expert criticism. The 
classification is also highly original, and shows 
the result of extensive study, and practical 
knowledge of ways and methods. 

The general outlines of the scheme of clas¬ 
sification, which is announced as provisional 
and open to necessary] modification, are as 


follows: the exhibition of articles is to be 
divided into leighfc large divisions, or ‘ sec¬ 
tions/ including sixty-four smaller divisions; 
which last we shall, for convenience, designate 
under the name of ‘ topics/ to distinguish 
them from the sections into which they are 
grouped by Mr. Goode, — “ Section I., Man¬ 
kind; II., The earth as man's abode; III#, 
Natural resources; IV., The exploitative in¬ 
dustries ; V., The elaborative industries ; VI., 
Ultimate products and their utilization ; VII., 
Social relations of mankind; VIII., Intel¬ 
lectual occupations of mankind.” 

We recognize the enormous difficulties in the 
way of the author of this scheme; and, while 
we congratulate him upon the successful han¬ 
dling of the details,—which we have not the 
space to quote in full, and therefore cannot do 
him personally full justice, — we must dissent 
strongly from the main ideas, which, we think, 
show the want of a broad and masterly com¬ 
prehension of the philosophical ideas which 
should govern the classification and purposes 
of our National museum. The scheme itself, 
in this respect, is a curious mixture of the old 
notion, that, in order to understand man, we 
must necessarily start with the study of man¬ 
kind, and of the modem idea of evolution. 
The legitimate process of instruction from this 
stand-point begins with the simplest forms of 
life, and follows up their developmental and 
evolutionary history in organization and in 
time, until we arrive at the most highly spe¬ 
cialized forms. Man is the most highly 
specialized of all animals, physically and 
psychologically, and therefore, it is claimed, 
needs to be viewed in the light of all knowl¬ 
edge, unobscured by the prejudices and mis¬ 
conceptions which are liable to arise from the 
adoption of the opposite modes of study. 

Certainly the former mode is incompati¬ 
ble with the thorough and direct method of 
studying the principles of evolution, whether 
these relate to one set of objects or another, 
and is not accordant with the idea of the ‘ evo¬ 
lution pf civilization ’ and the evident neces¬ 
sity of expressing, in all the minor industrial 
collections, “ the steps by which man has ar- 
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rived at the present condition in every direc¬ 
tion in which human industry has'been exerted,* 
— a graphic history of the development of the 
human culture and civilization.” 

These arc Mr. Goode’s own declarations of 
what seem to he the vital intentions of his 
scheme; and it is therefore a serious error, 
both practically and theoretically, when he 
places the natural history of man, including 
his psychology and individual manifestations, 
at the head of his scheme, in place of making 
this department the terminal oue, to be viewed 
by visitors only after they had gone through 
with all the other departments. 

The author has arranged the sections and 
sixty*four topics according to a sj’stem which 
is artificial, and irreconcilable with his inten¬ 
tions and his general objects, and shows this 


in the place assigned to mankind, Man is 
essentially the product of the forces which 
have acted upon this earth. Without going 
into the question of whether these forces were 
divine or material, which is of no value in 
such a technical discussion, it is certainly very 
illogical to place the conclusion before the be¬ 
ginning, the consequent before the antecedent, 
man before the earth. This maj* be very satis¬ 
factory to those who need, or think they need, 
to perpetually swing the censer before the old 
idol of man’s supremacy in the universe; but 
it is none the less unnatural and illogical to 
have one mode of arrangement for the parts 
of a great collection, and another for the 
whole. 

In a future number we shall consider some 
of the minor features of this elaborate scheme. 
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THE'UNITED STATES FJSH-C0MM1S- 
SION STEAMER A LB A THOSE A — \L 

The fitting-up of a small floating scientific 
laboratory, which might remain at sea for a 
month or more at a time, and yet indude 
every necessary convenience, was a somewhat 
novel problem, and required a considerable 

1 Conclude A from No. 22. 


amount of planning, based mainly upon past 
experiences of the Ash-commission. The gen¬ 
eral arrangements are now, for the most part, 
complete, but they are subject to alteration 
and improvement. 

The main laboratory (see figures, pp. 08,69) 
is twenty feet long, twenty-six feet wide, and 
nearly eight feet high; The forward-end of the 
room is devoted to storage, and the sides and 
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after-end to work-tables. The storage-case as the general laboratory, though of less height, 

consists of a series of six double racks, with and is entirely fitted up for the storage of jars, 

wire doors in front for holding the trays of hot- bottles, tanks, alcohol, zoological specimens, 

ties and jars, the trays being all of the same ami the lighter kinds of collecting apparatus, 

size, bo as to fit any part of the case. Under A single series of bins on a level with the floor 

the racks are six largo bins for the tanks of extends around the entire room* excepting in 

alcohol in use, the large fish-pans, dishes, and front of the stairway, and serves as compart- 

other heavy laboratory utensils, and at either meats for the copper tanks of alcohol, which 

side is a small case for chemicals and preserve- are contained in uniform-sized boxes. In these 



captain's cabin. 


tlves. In one of the afler-corners is a photo- bins there is room for fifty tank-boxes, each 

graphic dark room, and opposite to it the sink with a capacity of sixteen gallons, making a 

and water-supply. The remainder of the space total of eight hundred gallons of alcohol which 

on each side is occupied by a sorting-table, one it is possible to carry in this way. Against 

being at the proper height to work while stand- the fore and after bulkheads, above the bins, 

ing, the other while sitting. The after-bulkhead am two sets of racks for bottle-trays, similar 

contains the arrangements for chemical and to those in the general laboratory. They are 

physical investigations, consisting of a broad intended for the storage of the main supply of 

table, with drawers and cupboards underneath, bottles and jars ; and, as rapidly as those in the 

and racks,above. laboratory become Med with specimens, they 

The storeroom is of about the same rise are carried below, and their places supplied 
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MAIN LABOftATO&Y, rdnWAUU*ENU. 


with empty ones, without the necessity of re- arc yet to be made in this room for small work* 

moving any from the trays. On the two sides ing-aquaria, where the living forms and colors 

of the storeroom are large, deep bins for nets of delicate marine animals can be studied and 

and, other light apjiliances, the dredges and pictured. They will probably be modelled after 

trawls being stored elsewhere. the new style of hatching-jars, recently intro* 

The deck-laboratory, which receives the dueed at Washington, for the propagation of 

greatest amount of light, is more especially shad and salmon. 

arranged for study. The after-end is ocen* The Albatross is furnished with two pro* 
pied by a bookcase, with a cupboard for the peller-screws instead of the usual number, one, 

physical apparatus on one side ; and the for- to enable her to execute more readily the varl* 

ward-end, by the medical case, and stairway to ous manoeuvres demanded by the peculiar 

the lower laboratory. A large square table, character of her work. They are right and 

with accommodations for four persons, stands left handed, — one being placed under eaoh 

in the centre of the room, under the skylight, counter, — and measure nine feet in diameter. 

Under one window is the sink, and beside it By their means the steamer can be turned 

two upright cylindrical tanks for sea-water completely around almost within her own 

and alcohol, which empty by moans of faucets, length, and placed in position for dredging 

The other window-spaces are supplied with and sounding without the delays incidental to 

folding tables, which, when not in .tup, can be most exploring steamers. The motive power 

shut down against the wall. Arrangements is furnished by two compound engines, with 
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two cylinders each, — one of high, the other 
of low pressure, — the stroke of piston being 
thirty inches. The engines are slightly in¬ 
clined, the upper ends of the cylinders being 
drawn inboard over the condenser, which is 
common to both engines, and forms their 
framing. The boilers are two in number, of 
the overhead returu-flue pattern, ami measure 
twenty-one feet and a half in length by eight 
feet and a half in diameter. 

The proper ventilation of all parts of the 
ship was carefully considered during her con¬ 
struction, and the plan adopted has given the 
greatest satisfaction. It consists simply in 
withdrawing the foul air from the lower parts 
of each room through small ventilators, by 
means of a Sturtevant exhaust-fan with Wise's 


steam-motor attachment. The influx of air is 
from aboye, through open doors or ports; and 
a constant circulation is maintained, even in 
the lowest inhabited portions of the ship. 

One of the most interesting features of the 
Albatross is the system Of electric lighting, 
which has already been referred to. Some 
such method of replacing the dingy lamps 
common to most ocean vessels was rendered 
imperative from the fact that this steamer is 
supposed to continue her observations as regu¬ 
larly through the night as through, the day, 
and the surrounding surface of the sea must 
also be lighted. To accomplish this, a hun¬ 
dred and twenty eight-candle B lamps of the 
Edison incandescent system are distributed 
through the ship ; every portion, including the 
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holds, storerooms, and open decks, having its 
share. They are controlled by a Z dynamo, 
driven by an Arming ton and Sim’s high-speed 
engine. An arc-lamp of great power, designed 
by Dr. O. A. Moses, and intended for illumi¬ 
nating the surface of the water, works in cir¬ 
cuit with the same system ; and there is also a 
powerful submarine lamp which can be lowered 
to any depth not exceeding a thousand feet. 

This latter feature is quite nov¬ 
el, and is to be used to attract 
schools of flsh and other free 
swimmers, should its strong 
rays of light possess the in¬ 
fluence which they are sup¬ 
posed to have. 

The sounding and 
dredging appliances 
and working-gear 
supplied to 
the Alba* 
tr o s 9 



TUB 910SBKE HOUNDING HACHIK*. 

are mainly patterned after those which have 
been sueeessftilly introduced by the U. S. Ooast- 
survey and fish-commission in recent y*ears. 
All sounding operations are to be con¬ 
ducted with steel piano-wire of No. 21 Ameri¬ 
can gauge, on the system of Sir William 
Thomson, for which purpose two styles of 
sounding-machines are furnished. One of 
these is the invention of Commander Sigsbee, 
IJ/S.N., and the other of Lieut.-Gommander 
Tanner, U.S.N, The Tanner machine, in 


which the reeling-in is accomplished by hand, 
is extremely simple in its workings, and is in¬ 
tended for moderate depths of water only. It 
is attached to the rail on the port side of the 
main deck, forward of the pilot-house. The 
Sigsbee machine can be used in all depths of 
water, down to the deepest parts of the ocean, 
and is worked by steam. It occupies a promi¬ 
nent position on the port side of the top-gallant 
forecastle deck (see opposite page). The 
principal accessories to sounding arc the Sigs¬ 
bee sounding-rod, with detachable weights; 
the Sigsbee water-cup; and the Negrctti and 
Zambra deep-sea thermometer, with a new 
style of reversible metal case recently devised 
by Messrs. Bailie and Tanner of the fish-com¬ 
mission. With these appliances, samples of 
the bottom formation and water, and the tem¬ 
perature of the latter, can be obtained at each 
cast of the lead; and, by using a heavier 
sounding-wire (No. 18 wire gauge), several in¬ 
termediate samples and temperatures are also 
])rocurable without much additional trouble. 

The dredging appliances are as nearly per¬ 
fect as are those for sounding, and comprise 
every improvement which has been hitherto 
suggested. Steel-wire dredge-rope meas¬ 
uring only an inch and an eighth 
in circumference replaces the old 
style of three-inch hempen rope, 
which is no longer recognized by 
deep-sea dredgers on this side of the 
Atlantic. The principal advantages 
of wire rope are its compactness, 
strength, and durability, and the 
ease and speed with which it can 
be handled. The working-reel of 
the Albatross, on which 4,000 
fathoms can be * stored at a 
time, occupies so small a space 
on the ship that its presence 
is scarcely noticeable. 

The dredging machinery con¬ 
sists of a powerful hoisting-en¬ 
gine on the main deck directly 
in front of the foremast, and a reeling-engine 
and reel on the berth-deck underneath. A 
strong dredging-boom, thirty-six feet long, 
and pivoted to the foremast about seven feet 
above the deck, carries the dredge-rope clear of 
the vessel, and can be raised and lowered, or 
bent aside at any angle, to suit the convenience 
while dredging or trawling. Sudden strains 
on the dredge-rope are relieved by a Sigsbee 
accumulator, consisting of about ihirty-flvfc 
rubber car-buffers arranged for compression 
on an iron rod. This Important accessory 
hangs suspended from the masthead above the 
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hoi sting-machine. The course taken by the 
dredge-rope while in use is as follows; start¬ 
ing from the reel on which it is contained, it 
passes through a pulley on the berth-deck to 
the drum of the hoisting-engine, thence up 
to and through an iron block at the lower end 
of the accumulator, and down again through a 
sheave in the heel of the boom, from which it 


and six thousand pounds, which is less than 
the tensile strength of the rope they are intended 
to secure from breakage. The amount of rope 
out at all times is recorded by a register attached 
to the sheave in the heel of the boom, the sheave 
measuring just half a fathom in circumference. 

In preparing for work, the dredging-boom 
ia topped up at the requisite angle over the 



FORWARD DJSOK. 


extends to the outer end of the l>oom, where 
there ia another large pulley. The free end 
of the rope is spliced into the eye of a set of 
safety-hooks, to which the dredge or trawl i9 
fastened, and which arc so arranged as to open 
and release the apparatus, should the strain, 
by reason of fouling on the bottom, exceed a 
certain amount. These hooks can be adjusted 
to detach at any point between three thousand 


starboard bow, and the loaded dredge or trawl 
is hoisted above the deck, on which stands the 
sieve or tubs ready to receive its contents. 
Two methods of sifting or washing the ma¬ 
terials are followed. For the trawls, which 
generally bring up a heavy load, a large and 
deep* square sieve, standing upon legs at a 
convenient height for working, is used. As 
the tail of the trawl is lifted above the deck, 
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the sieve is shoved under it. and the contents 
of the former are released. In case no wash¬ 
ing is necessary, the specimens are rapidly 
transferred to their proper receptacles; but 
if, as usually happens, the load consists mainly 
of mud or sand, a stream of water from a 
hose is turned upon it, and it is thoroughly 
washed down. A nest of three or four small 
circular sieves, each having a different mesh, 
is generally employed for washing the contents 
of the dredges. 

To describe the various appliances of research 
belonging to the outfit of the Albatross would 
carry us beyond the proper limits of this article : 
suffice it to say, that every method of obtain¬ 
ing results known to the fishermen and marine 
zoologist will be tried. The scientific appara¬ 
tus is mainly such as has already been thor¬ 
oughly tested by American expeditions, and 
much of it has been described in published 
reports. There are many additional features, 
however, which have been lately added. The 
fisherman's outfit is complete, and comprises 
all kinds of seines and gill-nets, liue-trawls, 
and hooks and line. The principal applianees 
for deep-sea research will be the dredges and 
beam-trawls, both in their original and modi¬ 
fied forms; and, in connection with the latter, 
two largo towing-nets will always bo used. 
They are fastened, one at either side of the 
trawl, in the shape of wings, which name they 
now bear in the dredger’s vocabulary. They 
were introduced as an experiment two years 
ago by the fish-commission; and, proving an 
invalnable adjunct to the trawl, they soon be¬ 
came a permanent fixture. The simple open 
towing-nels arc to skim the surface of the 
sea at all times, when the speed of the vessel 
will permit; and occasional trials will be made 
with the Sigsbee trap for ascertaining the 
amount of animal life within any prescribed area 
below the surface. 

The chemical department has not yet been 
completely furnished, but all the more impor¬ 
tant apparatus for making the principal tests, 
and glassware for saving water-samples, have 
been supplied. The photographic section has, 
however, been placed in perfect running-order, 
and affords the means of illustrating all sorts 
of objects, whether large or microscopic. It 
also contains improved appliances for register¬ 
ing the intensity of light at different depths. 

Among the small boats with which the Al¬ 
batross is liberally provided are two steam 
launches of the Herresohoff pattern for use in 
setting and hauling nets, and in spearing por¬ 
poises and large fish which cannot" be readied 
from the high deck of the steamer* 


From the above brief account, it ma}’ be 
rightly assumed that this new addition to our 
coast-marine is the most perfect floating work¬ 
shop and laboratory for scientific purposes ever 
constructed. Its first cruise, during which it en¬ 
countered severe winds, gave proof of its supe¬ 
rior sailing qualities ; and, judging of its outfit 
from past experiences, we are justified in pre¬ 
dicting for it a long life of usefulness to science 
and the fishing interests. Richard liATHtitiN. 


SUN-SPOT OBSERVATIONS . 

Thk U. S. signal-service has published month 
by month since June, 1877, observations of 
sun-spots, made by Prof. D. P. Todd (now 
of Amherst, college) with a telescope less than 
three inches aperture. 

As a maximum of solar spotted ness seems to 
have passed, it has been thought wise to collate 
these observations in the accompanying table, 
and present them for comparison and study. 

In this table the Roman figures are the actual 
observed values, and interpolated values in 
Italic type are added for the sake of complete¬ 
ness. 

The observations for August, 1878, were 
made by the Signal-service at Fort Whipple, 
Va. The mean monthly results combine both 
actual and interpolated values, and show that 
the lust minimum epoch was at 1878.9, and the 
last maximum was at 1882.4. 

Professor Fritz of Zurich gives the follow¬ 
ing table of maxima and minima of sun-spots 
for the present century to 1878. These agree 
in the main with the results of other researches. 


Epochs of maximum and minimum sunspots 
of the nineteenth century . 


Maximum. 

Period. 

Minimum. 

Period. 

1804.2. . . . 
1810,4 .... 

lsao.w. , . . 

1887.2. , . . 
1848.1. ♦ . . 
1800.1 .... 
1870,8 .... 
1882.4. . . . 

12.2 

13.5 

7.3 

10.9 

12.0 

10.5 
,11.8 

1810.0 .... 
1828.8. . . . 
1888.0 .... 
1848.5. . . . 
1858.0. . . . 
1807.2 .... 
1878.0. . . . 

12.7 
10,6 

9.0 

12.5 

11.2 

11.7 

Mean . . . 

11.2 

Mean . . . 

11.4 


Taking the mean of each twelve months, we 
have mean yearly numbers, in 1878, 2,2 ; 1879, 
2.0; 1880, 14.8; 1881, 26.7; and, in 1882, 
28.8. The last two agree with the observa¬ 
tions of Taeehini in Rome. 
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Plotting the monthly numbers, it will be seen 
that there are plain indications that the maxi¬ 
mum has passed, though it is thought by some 
that it is still to come. H. A. II. 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL 

ENGINEERS. —I. 

Thk members of the society began to 
assemble in Chicago as early as Thursday, 
June 14, to visit the exposition of railway ap¬ 
pliances, and to take part in the excursions 
planned for their he nett t by the Engineers' club 
of the north-west. 

By Monday morning, June 18, the number 
of those intending to take the special train for 
St. Paul, generously tendered by the otlicers 
of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul rail¬ 
way, had swelled to three hundred. The train 
of eight cars, well filled, left Chicago at 7.30 
a.m., arriving at St. Paul at 10 p.m. But few 
stops were made on the way, the principal one 
being at the crossing of the Wisconsin River, 
for the object of inspecting the railway bridge, 
and taking a better view of the fine scenery at 
that point. (Juite an accession to the party 
came on hoard at Milwaukee. 

Upon reaching St. Paul, an engine of the 
St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Manitoba railroad 
was attached; and the train was drawn over 
that line, through Minneapolis, to Lake Min¬ 
netonka,—a beautiful sheet of water some 
thirty miles long, where, at Hotel Lafayette, 
thirty-three miles from St. Paul, the members 
of the society and their invited guests were to 
be quartered during the convention. 

The two cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
only a few miles apart, and each containing 
over eighty thousand inhabitants, were rivals 
for the opportunity of entertaining the society ; 
and to prevent any ilbfeeling, as well as to 
avoid crowding any of the city hotels, already 
taxed to accommodate their own patrons, this 
summer hotel, just opened for the season, only 
built one year, newly enlarged and furnished, 
and capable of providing for the comfort of 
five hundred or six hundred guesis, was chosen 
for headquarters. AVith the exception that 
some valuable time was lost in going to and 
returning from the place of holding the daily 
sessions, this selection is to be commended ; 
for the location was extremely pleasant, and 
the air fresh and cool. Those who did not 
desire to go to the meetings each day could find 
rest and enjoyment at this agreeable summer 
resort. A special train was at the service of 
the convention each day thioughout the entire 


week. A large accession to the number of 
members present was made as the week pro¬ 
gressed, so that the attendance was larger than 
at any previous convention. 

On Tuesday morning the engineers took the 
special train for St. Paul, and thence went to 
the state capitol, where the first meeting was 
called to order in Representatives* hall. After 
formal announcements of programme and ar¬ 
rangements, the usual addresses of welcome 
were made. 

The first paper read was by the late Major 
F. U. Farquhar, U.S, eng., on the building of 
tbe dike for the preservation of the Falls of St. 
Anthony. 

The falls, which flirnish the water-power for 
the mills of Minneapolis, were first described. 
A stratum of upper magnesian limestone, eleven 
feet thick at the lower edge, is underlaid by an 
extremely soil sandrock, which is rapidly worn 
away ; aud the limestone is thus undermined 
and broken off. The recession of the falls was 
rapid ; and, as the limestone outcrops with a 
thin edge twelve hundred feet above the pres¬ 
ent brink of the falls, their final reduction to 
rapids would occur, if not prevented. Citi¬ 
zens dug a tunnel for a tail-race in the sand- 
rock, and the river broke in at the upper end. 
The immediate destruction of the falls was 
imminent; and attempts to check the rush of 
water, which rapidly enlarged the tunnel and 
repeatedly broke through in different places, 
proved ineffectual. The citizens, after building 
cofferdams at various weak points, discouraged 
by failures aUtimes of high water, obtained an 
appropriation from the U. S. government, on 
the ground that the wearing-away of the falls 
would injure navigation above. A plan was 
finally preposed by Major Farquhar, of exca¬ 
vating a tunnel across the entire river, through 
the sandrock, from the limestone overhead to 
the sound rock below, some forty feet, and 
tilling it solidly with concrete. This work was 
carried out under his direction, and was full}' 
explained in the paper, and illustrated by 
drawings. The dike is eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five feet long, and has successfully shut 
off the water which worked its way through 
the soft sandstone. The detailed statement 
and cost can be found in the Report of chief 
of engineers, U.S.A , for 1871). Tho action 
of the water has been injudiciously concen¬ 
trated upon a limited space of some three 
hundred feet by the erection of wing-dams by 
the mill-owners. 

In the 'discussion on this paper at the time 
of its reading, and in remarks made the next 
morning by the engineer officer now in charge 
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of the falls, the other works of preservation 
— the timber apron, the rolling dams above, 
and the crib which had been placed below, 
the falls — were described and commented 
upon. 

Dr. ('. E. Emery read a short paper, and 
submitted a table, showing the cost of steam 
engines and boilers complete, and the cost of 
operating the same for three hundred and nine 
days in the year, including repairs and renew¬ 
als, and giving, upon the data assumed, the 
total cost per horse-power maintained continu¬ 
ously. lie pointed out why small engines 
were comparatively more expensive to main¬ 
tain than were large ones. The discussion of 
this paper was postponed until the next day. 

The convention re-assembled at the state 
capitol on Wednesda}’ morning. The discus¬ 
sion of Messrs. Farquhar and Emery’s papers 
was first in order. The question was asked 
whether the amount expended in the preserva¬ 
tion of St. Anthonj^s Falls would not have 
sufficed to establish and maintain an equivalent 
plant of steam-engines. Dr. Emery thought 
not. 

Prof. T, Eggleston followed with a paper on 
An accident to steam-pipes arising from the 
use of blast-furnace wool.’ He attributed a 
corrosion and subsequent explosion of steam- 
pipes at Columbia college to the setting-free 
of sulphur from the wool by the action of ex¬ 
tremely diluted solutions of organic acids and 
the rapid corrosion of the pipe by the sulphu¬ 
ric acid, sustaining his position by reports of 
analyses and tests. 

He was strongly opposed by Dr. Emery, 
who claimed that the corrosion was due to 
leakage and moisture, with alternate wetting 
and drying of the pipes, and that blast-fur¬ 
nace wool was entirely innocuous. 

Mr. John Lawler of Prairie da Chien de¬ 
scribed the construction of the two pontoon 
draws in the railway-bridge across the Missis¬ 
sippi at that place. Each pontoon is four 
hundred and eight feet long, six feet deep, 
thirty-six feet wide on bottom, and forty-one 
feet wide on top. The interior details, the 
regulation of height of track, the means for 
fastening and for manoeuvring the draws, were 
described at length; und the cost was stated 
as one-sixth of the estimated cost of the usual 
iron swing-bridge. The bridge was built in 
1874, and has been in continued use ever 
since. This bridge was seen from the train on 
the trip from Chicago. 

The last paper at this session, by G. Lin- 
denthal of Pittsburgh Penn., was upon the 
rebuilding of the Monongaheia bridge at that 


place, from His design and under his direc¬ 
tion. The first portion of his paper entered 
minutely into details of the new structure, and 
was illustrated by tracings. The latter por¬ 
tion was occupied with a discussion of the old 
suspension-bridge, built in 1846 by John A. 
Roebliug, the condition of the same before 
removal, the tests of the material removed, 
and the effect of the excessive overloading to 
which it had been exposed for years by the 
increasing and heavy traffic over the bridge. 

After a brief discussion, the convention then 
adjourned ; a portion of the members repairing 
at once to Lake Minnetonka, and the remain¬ 
der going to Minneapolis, where visits were 
made to the Washburn flouring-mill and to 
the bridges. 

(To be continued.) 


KINETIC CONSIDERATIONS AS TO 

THE NATURE OF THE ATOMIC MO¬ 
TIONS WHICH PROBABLY ORIGINATE 

RADIATIONS. 1 —h 

Thk assumption that the mean kinetic 
energy of translation of the molecules of a gas 
is the measure of its temperature is one whose 
beautiful agreement with experiment has led 
to its acceptance as a necessary part of the 
kinetic theory of gases, and it has often led to 
the thoughtless conclusion that this translatory 
motion ia also the mechanical source of the 
disturbances in the ether which originate radi¬ 
ations. But there are many difficulties in the 
way of accepting this view. One of the first, 
and perhaps the least, is the difficulty of con¬ 
ceiving how such a motion of translation, which 
is essentially longitudinal, can originate a lat¬ 
eral vibration, such as light and radiant heat 
must be. 

A greater difficulty appears to lie found in 
the extremely moderate mean velocity of trans¬ 
lation which the molecules of a gas are found 
to have. Molecular velocities, which are of 
the same order of magnitude as that of sound 
or of a rifle-ball, seem hardly fitted to cause the 
necessary compressions or disturbances in a 
medium in which the rate of propagation is so 
immense, or, to state it in another way, if 
molecules, in describing their paths, originate 
radiations, then the motion of a rifle-ball ought 
also to do so, or, indeed, any much more mod¬ 
erate motion, such as that of a vehicle or 
animal. 

A still further difficulty is, that there is 
another part of the kinetic theory which ap¬ 
pears to be so related to this that both cannot 

* Pi*ei«)ntetl Id abatmet to ttw Section of chemlntry end phjre* 
lea of the Ohio mechanic*' tnnltute, April 96,1S8U. 
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be rigorously true at tho same time, as appears 
from the following considerations. The most 
probable distribution of the component molec¬ 
ular velocities of a gas in equilibrium is the 
same as that of errors of observation. This 
distribution is brought about by fortuitous 
molecular encounters, and its permanence is 
insured by reason of them. But in case the 
progressive motion of a molecule gives rise to 
radiations, those molecules whose velocities 
are the greater are the hotter, and consequent¬ 
ly radiate more heat to other molecules than 
tlu' 3 ' receive from them. They therefore lose 
part oT their progressive energy before the next 
encounter. The whole effect would be to 
retard the motion of those molecules whose 
kinetic energy is greater than the mean, and 
accelerate those whose kinetic energy is less. 
This would cause a constant interference with 
the distribution of velocities according to the 
law of probabilities; and the interference would, 
so far as we are at present able to form an esti¬ 
mate of its amount, be sufficient to cause the 
kinetic energy of each molecule to approach 
indefinitely near its mean value during the 
time in which it describes a very small fraction 
of the mean path between two successive 
molecular encounters. If this is the case, the 
kinetic energy of any molecule does not differ 
for any appreciable time from its mean value, 
and is in effect the same during the whole 
path, so that there is no such distribution of 
velocities as has been assumed. In case the 
interference with the assumed law is not so 
complete as this, it must apparently exert an 
important influence upon the distribution of 
velocities, especially in the case of ratified 
gases, in which the encounters are compara¬ 
tively infrequent. 

Again : if the progressive motion of the mole¬ 
cules can originate radiations consisting of 
transverse vibrations, it would appear highly 
improbable that their rotary motion should not 
also do the same. But, as has been shown in 
a former paper , 1 the kinetic energy of transla¬ 
tion differs from that of rotation for imperfect 
gases; and the temperature cannot be simply 
proportional to'the mean rotary energy, though 
it might possibly be proportional to the sum of 
the rotary and translatory energies combined. 

But aside from these difficulties, which may 
serve to show the intrinsic improbability of the 
supposition that the progressive motion of the 
molecules originates radiations, wc seem to 
reach pretty decisive evidence against the sup¬ 
position, when we consider the specific heats 

i Aw oxlmmion of tho theorem of tho virUi, cte.~~X§t\ proa. 
Ohio meek. in*t„ March, 1683.) Boo aloo Bournes, i, 66, 


of solid bodies, or when we consider the nature 
of the radiation itself as revealed by the spec¬ 
troscope. 

The experimental law of Dulong and Petit, 
and the analogous results of Neumann , 1 show 
that in solid bodies we must consider the tem¬ 
perature to be measured more nearly by the 
energy of the atom than by that of the mole¬ 
cule, Now, it is hardly supposable that the 
translatory motion of a gaseous molecule should 
originate radiations, while that ot a solid should 
not. Wc shall not, at this stage of the dis¬ 
cussion, consider the spectroscopic evidence as 
to the nature of the motions which originate 
radiations, further than to notice that the char¬ 
acteristic spectra of gases appear wholly inex¬ 
plicable, on the supposition that they are 
originated by translatory motions, with veloci¬ 
ties distributed according to the law of proba¬ 
bilities, or with velocities reduced by radiation 
to an approximate equality, as it has been 
shown they might be; for even the simplest 
gases have spectra consisting of at least several 
lines. 

If these reasons compel us to distrust tho 
supposition that radiations originate in the 
progressive or rotary motions of the molecules, 
does the supposition that radiations originate 
iu the vibratory motion, with respect to each 
other, of the atoms in the molecule, afford a 
better explanation of the facte? Such a mo¬ 
tion, analogous to the elastic vibrations of a 
bell or other sonorous body, might very readily, 
perhaps, be shown, in case of a complex mole¬ 
cule, to have such a relation to the molecular 
encounters, \nd thus to the mean kinetic 
energy of translation, that its energy would 
be directly proportional to it for each given 
gas. In case this were established, such vibra¬ 
tions, considered as the physical cause of radia¬ 
tions, would explain the phenomena of gases 
as well as the supposition that they are due to 
the progressive kinetic energy ; and they might 
possibly be shown to explain those of solids 
also. 

But there is at least one difficulty, in the way 
of accepting this supposition, which seems in¬ 
superable in the case of monatomic molecules ; 
for, if radiations could only originate in the 
vibrations of atoms with respect to each other 
within the molecule, monatomic molecules 
could not radiate heat at all, and could not 
have a temperature. That this should be true 
is not only inconceivable, but contrary to the 
known fact that monatomic mercury gas has 
a perfectly ascertainable temperature: hence 

1 Ann, phyt, ctom., xxllt. 'WtUlDer’a JSstiptrlmental-phyrtk, 
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the motions which originate radiations are not 
confined to such vibrations of atoms, even if it 
be possible that such vibrations do originate 
radiations. And this consideration leads us to 
what appears to be the truth of the matter, 
which is, that the atoms themselves are in a 
state of internal vibration. As will bo seen 
subsequently, this iuternal vibration is, no 
doubt, accomplished under the action of internal 
forces, which permit extremely small deforma¬ 
tions only of the atom by anj* external forces 
which can be brought to bear upon it; he., the 
modulus of elasticity of an atom is very large 
indeed, and very large, no doubt, when com¬ 
pared with that of the molecule. Indeed, if 
such vibrations exist within the atom itself, it 
is not difficult to prove that the force which 
binds the parts of an atom together (and con¬ 
sequently its modulus of elasticity) is much 
greater than the chemical force binding the 
atoms together into a single molecule; for it 
has been shown, in my paper upon the internal 
molecular energy of atomic vibration, that the 
amount of energy which can be imparted to a 
system like this is inversely as the modulus of 
elasticity. But chemical atoms are bodies 
which we are now supposing to be in internal 
vibration, but to which it has been found im¬ 
possible to communicate energy in amouut suf¬ 
ficient to cause them to fly to pieces. Since 
atoms do not become decomposed, while mole¬ 
cules do under various circumstances, it must 
be that their modulus of elasticity is much 
larger than that of molecules. 

This view accords with that of Lockyer , 1 
who has endeavored to explain the coincidence 
of lines in the spectra of different elements, 
and the relation of temperature to spectra, by 
the supposition that the so-called chemical ele¬ 
ments are merely molecules which have never 
yet been decomposed by chemists. It must 
"be admitted that the experimental evidence lie 
adduces is of a very cogent character; K and it 
seems to rue that the demonstration by which 
I have shown that the mean energy of such a 
vibration would be extremely small explains 
how such a vibration can exist without de¬ 
composing the more complex atoms even at 
the highest artificial temperatures, though 
Lockyer has reason to think that they are 
decomposed in the hotter stars, where only the 
spectra of the elements of low atomic weight 
are to be found. 

Were it true that every degree of freedom 
must have the same kinetic energy, wc could 

1 PiHcumilon of tin? working hynothwk, tlmt Om* ao-CHlk'd 
(etnmiJoal) vlcraeut* arc- rompuitmi bud lew (A'tf/tffv, Jmii. 2 and 
.tan. u, 1*710 NecttiMiUy for a new departure in apeetrunrfcmily- 
hi* Oiitlurt, Nov. (I, 1S7U), 


not admit the possibility of such a vibration; 
for not only would such large amounts of 
energy be required by the degrees of freedom 
which seem certainly to exist between the 
atoms of complex molecules as to entirely con¬ 
tradict experimental values of the specific 
heal, but the supposition of additional de¬ 
grees of freedom within each atom would 
require an amount of energy, on the whole, 
many times the actual specific heat of such 
bodies. But when the amount of energy re¬ 
quired by such degrees of freedom is nearly a 
vanishing quantity, as I have shown, there is 
nothing to prevent ns from assuming that to 
be the truth which spectroscopic evidence 
makes most probable. 

We may notice, in passing, that the principle 
upon which this paper rests, that vibrations of 
this character can exist without absorbing an 
appreciable amount of kinetic* energy, enables 
us to explain at the same time the extremely 
moderate rate at which exchanges of heat take 
place between bodies by radiation. They be¬ 
come only very slowly of the same tempera¬ 
ture, which fact needs explanation in view of 
the extremely rapid propagation of radiations 
themselves. Now, according to our supposi¬ 
tion, during a molecular encounter the mole¬ 
cules are roughly shaken, and there is a deter¬ 
minate distribution of energy to be found among 
the atoms, at its conclusion, in the form of in¬ 
ternal atomic vibration, which distribution is 
due to the circumstances of the encounter. 
Those atoms which by chance have more energy 
than others radiate more vapidly ; and since the 
velocity of radiation is so great, and the 
atomic distance so small, we may assume 
that the several atoms acquire almost instan¬ 
taneously an energy of internal vibration 
sensibly equal to the mean, so that in a gas 
this is their condition during almost the entire 
free path of a molecule. In case the gas is 
becoming cooler by radiation to surrounding 
bodies, tin? atoms which radiate to thbso bodies 
lose more of their vibratory energy than they 
otherwise would, and thus have less mean 
energy of internal vibration than they should 
have under the law of distribution which de¬ 
termines what fraction this energy shall be 
of the mean kinetic energy of the molecules. 
At the next encounter, the atoms receive their 
proper shave of the mean kinetic energy, 
which, being partially lost by radiation, is again 
supplied ; and so on. And because this trans¬ 
formation into internal atomic vibration must 
take place before it can be radiated, and be¬ 
cause at the same time the energy of this 
vibration is but an unappreciabte fraction of 
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the total kinetic energy, the process of ex¬ 
change by radiation is, on the whole, slow. 
Were, however, the translator}' motion the 
direct cause of radiation, the exchanges be¬ 
tween diatherrnous bodies must apparently be 
nearly instantaneous. 

(To be continued.) 


OYSTER-CULTURE IN HOLLAND. 

The first of a series of papers on the European 
oyster and oyster Industry of the Eastern Schelde 1 
has just been published by Mr. P. P. V. Hock, Secre¬ 
tary of the commission of the zoological station of 
the zoological society of Holland. It Is to bo fol¬ 
lowed by a series of papers gotten up in similar style 
by eminent specialists: 1°. On the embryology of the 
European oyster; 2°. On its food, parasites, and com¬ 
mensals; 8°. A review of the fauna of the Eastern 
Schelde; 4°. A report on the physical conditions pre¬ 
sented by the Eastern Schelde; 5°. A report on ex¬ 
periments made to determine the conditions under 
which the fixation of the larval oyster occurs. 

In this report the author devotes a short chapter 
to a discussion of the classical allusions to the animal, 
from the Homeric period to the time of Oppian. Then 
comes a chapter on the references to the oyster found 
lu Conrad Gesner's UUtoria animalium , lib. lv., 
edition of 10*20; followed by an exhaustive bibliog¬ 
raphy of ninety pages, in which the works of up¬ 
wards of two hundred and seventy-five authors are 
mentioned, covering the period from 1085 to 1883, or 
nearly two hundred years. 

Then follows a paper on the organs of generation 
of the oyster, by Mr. Iloek, accompanied by an 
excellent series of lithographic plates representing 
microscopic transverse sections of the European 
oyster. The text of this Is in Dutch and French on 
alternate pages. A chapter is devoted to a historical 
resume of our knowledge of the anatomy of the gen¬ 
erative organs, and is succeeded by an account of the 
author’s investigations. 

A second part is devoted to the physiology of re¬ 
production, and is preceded by an hUiorlcal sketch of 
this part of the subject, from the time of Eeeuen- 
hoek to the present. The author gives a summary 
of his results, both anatomical and physiological, as 
follow*#: the genital gland is not a compact organ: 
it Ues on the surface of the body of the auLmal under 
a thin layer of connective tissue (mantle), below which 
branched ducts spread out over the reproductive 
organ, connected on the inner side with the reproduc¬ 
tive follicles, which have a generally vertical direction 
to the surface of the visceral mass, and which anas¬ 
tomose with each other. The generative products 
develop on the walls of the follicles, the ova and 
Spermatozoa being formed side by -side. The author 

* Veretag omtrent ondeexoekingen op tie outer en dc oeeter- 
cuttuur hetrekking hebbende. Centring i, CWith title In 
French: Happort ear Ue recherche* concernavl Vhuitre et 
VoetrtUuttur*. Litraieon i.) Leiden, JS. ./. HriU, 1883 , 258 

% p., 5 lithographic plate*. «•. 


inclines to the belief that the generative products are 
developed from the ectoderm. The ova are devel¬ 
oped from single epithelial cells adherent to the wall 
of the parent follicle, while the mother-cells of the 
characteristic masses of spermatozoa are only por¬ 
tions of such cells. The organ of Bojanus does not 
have a compact structure as In other lamehibranchs, 
but is composed of a mass of ducts and blind sacs, 
which forms a thin flat plate of considerable extent. 
Contrary to what may be noted of the reproductive 
glands, the organ of Bojanus extends somewhat into 
the mantle, The ducts and cavities of the organ of 
Bojanus pour their contents into a longitudinal cav^ 
tty, —the urinary chamber, — the walls of which are 
also excretory in function, and open outwardly by 
way of a short urinary canal. The external orifice 
of the renal organ opens into the same cleft as the 
genital duct, a little behind the latter, hut they do 
not actually join. These genito-urinary sinuses lie 
below the adductor on either side of the ventral pro¬ 
cess of the body-mass. A reno-pericardiac canal 
connects the urinary chamber with the pericardiac 
cavity. It is probable that the auricles of the heart 
also exercise an excretory function. 

An oyster which has fry in the branchiae is the 
parent of the same. At the moment of emission 
from the ovaries, not only have the ova been ferti¬ 
lized, but they have also passed through the first 
stages of segmentation. The sperm necessary for 
fecundation does not come from the same parent. 
The water which flows over other oysters in the vi¬ 
cinity charged with sperm, which they have set free, 
is carried into the mantle-cavity of egg-bearing in¬ 
dividuals, and into their genital ducts and their 
branches. The oysters of the Eastern Schelde are 
two years old before they have brood; they are most 
prolific at the age of four or five years. There are 
more sperui-bearing oysters in the Eastern Schelde 
than egg-beai\ng ones. All of the mature eggs are 
laid at once; the production of sperm is probably 
continued for a longer time. In every instance that 
was investigated, the production and emission of ova 
is followed by a period during which no sperm is pro¬ 
duced. A large proportion of the spat found fixed 
on the banks in the Eastern Schelde was probably 
not derived from the oysters Inhabiting the culti¬ 
vated beds. Culture appears to act injuriously upon 
the reproductive powers of the animal. In old oys¬ 
ters the liver is much more developed than in younger 
ones. This greater development of the liver la de¬ 
pendent upon the less marked development of the 
reproductive organs, J. A. Kydkr, 


GALTON'S HUMAN FACULTY . 

Inquiries into human faculty and its development. 
By Francis Uai.ton, F.R.S. New York, Mac - 
mularty 1883 12 + 380 p., ti pi. 8°. 

Mr. G Alton's researches have for a good 
while Attracted the attention of English anti 
American students of psychology and anthro¬ 
pology. As they are here brought together, 
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the practical purpose of their author is im¬ 
pressed upon us more clearlj' than ever. Mr. 
Galton means to introduce to our notice new 
aspects of tho study of human character. He 
wishes to make this study more exact and sci¬ 
entific by founding it upon detailed investiga¬ 
tions of facts previously ueglected ; and he 
proposes to offer the results as useful for a 
future science or art of eugenics, which shall 
teach the human race how to breed so that its 
best stock shall be preserved and improved, and 
its worst stocky gradually eliminated. This 
seemingly utopian end is to be gradually ap¬ 
proached by the formation of a public senti¬ 
ment that shall encourage a new sort of family 
pride and exclusiveness; namely, when eu¬ 
genic science has taught us what are the most 
useful human qualities, what their accompany¬ 
ing marks, what qualities are best transmitted 
to posterity, and what are the conditions that 
favor such transmission, then people otherwise 
not known to fame will be able, by a proper 
study of their family history, to discover their 
inherited wealth of valuable qualities, and their 
resulting eugenic rank ; and such persons will 
be respected by an enlightened public accord¬ 
ing to their rank. People who rank high in 
the eugenic scale will be unwilling to contam¬ 
inate their stock by unions with persons much 
lower in the scale, and their feelings in this 
matter will be appreciated. Thus marriages 
will become less blind, and civilization will 
progress faster. 

That Mr. Gabon’s researches will be of 
much immediate use to young people about to 
marry, no truth Ail reviewer can promise ; but 
to the psychologist, at least, they are in their 
present condition both attractive and useful; 
and, for the rest, it is much for Mr. Galton 
merely to have suggested, more definitely than 
Plato was able to do, that there ought to be, 
and some day may be, a real art of eugenics, 
which may be of practical importance for man¬ 
kind. Just yet, neither Mr, Galton nor any 
one else can hope to do much more than to 
insist that the best parents may be expected 
to produce the best children; but there are 
many ways of insisting. Mr. Gniton's most 
important contribution to this practical aspect 
of the subject lies in the facts that he has col¬ 
lected to give new importance to the matter 
by proving the vast predominance in ordinary 
cases of the influences of nature over those of 
nurture, Nature means for Mr. Galton the 
sum of all the inherited qualities of the indi¬ 
vidual, while nurture stands for the educating 
influences of the environment. In case of 
twins, Mr. Galton collects facts to show that 


in one strongly marked class of such persona 
the resemblance between the twins is very 
strong from the outset, and then often extends 
through life to the smallest possible matters of 
physical and mental condition, even when the 
twins live far apart. But in other cases, which 
form a second equally marked class, the twins, 
contrasting somewhat strongly from the outset, 
never are brought nearer to likeness, notwith¬ 
standing all the similarity of the circumstances 
of their nurture and training. Thus, when the 
physiological conditions of their origin give 
them like nature, difference of nurture does 
not prevent very striking similarity throughout 
life ; while, where the conditions of origin favor 
unlikeness, likeness of nurture goes but a little 
way to overcome the contrast. A similar result 
is indicated, according to Mr. Galton, by our 
experience with races of animals, some of 
which seem by nature disposed to domestica¬ 
tion, while the stubborn nature of others resists 
the advantages of any nurture, so that’ they 
remain wild, however much we may try to 
tame them. From whatever side, then, the 
matter is viewed, nature seems superior in 
its persistence to the forces of nurture that 
opposed this persistence; and, if we want 
human stock to grow better through volun¬ 
tary effort, we must undertake to study and 
improve pre-natal and ancestral influences yet 
more than we try to better the influences of 
education. 

This, then, is Mr. Galton’s most significant 
practical result. His researches upon various 
problems of the science of character, that have 
not yet been long enough studied to have much 
immediate practical significance, cannot easily 
he summed up in one short notice. The psy¬ 
chologist is most interested in his researches on 
mental imagery and on association of ideas. 
Mr. Galton is of the opinion that introspec¬ 
tion can be made a more exact science than 
psychologists have previously found it. And 
so, indeed, it can be, no doubt, at least when it 
is limited to the lowest orders of mental facts. 
Here introspection is greatly aided by plain 
and simple questions. Ask a man to tell you all 
lie can about what now goes on in his mind, and 
he will answer as wildly as you could wish; 
but ask him to call up in mind the picture of 
his hat or of his house, or to tell you whether in 
some concrete instance he can vividly remem¬ 
ber musical lmrmouy as distinct from melody, 
and most honest men can then answer intelli¬ 
gibly and usefully. It is Mr. Galtotfs ser- 
.vifce to have shown how much can be done by 
thus systematizing and simplifying the method 
of introspection, so that people who are 
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not psychologists may be able to furnish to 
the psychologist important and trustworthy 
data. 

We do not remember that our author is quite 
plain in defining one of the safeguards needed 
to make this method useful. He says, in de¬ 
scribing his researches into mental imagery 
(p. 87), “The conformity of replies from so 
many different sources, which waft clear from 
the first, the fact of their apparent trust¬ 
worthiness being on the whole much increased 
by cross-examination, and the evident effort 
made to give accurate answers, have convinced 
me that it is a much easier matter than I had 
anticipated, to obtain trustworthy replies to 
psychological questions. Many persons, es¬ 
pecially women and intelligent children, take 
pleasure in introspection, and strive their very 
best to explain their mental processes. I 
think that a delight in self-dissection must be 
a very strong ingredient in the pleasure that 
many arc said to take in confessing themselves 
to parish priests. 0 But there is an obvious 
moral from all this. The method, with its ques¬ 
tions and cross-questions, with its interested 
subjects and their pleasure in confessing them¬ 
selves, is indeed fruitful; but the outcome 
must be controlled by the maxim that the sub¬ 
ject’s statements, when he is not himself an 
expert, must be trusted implicitly only when 
they are out of relation to any preconceived 
theory of his own about his mind, and equally 
out of relation to any popular prejudice or 
superstition that could influence him. Gener¬ 
ally Mr. Galton seems to follow this maxim 
without explicitly recognizing it. The sim¬ 
plicity of his questions ie itself a security. If 
you ask about one’s mental picture of his 
breakfast-table or of his hat, you can be tol¬ 
erably sure that he has no prejudices or su¬ 
perstitions that will affect his answer. But 
it is another thing, in case one is inquiring 
about the ‘visions of sane persons,’ and men¬ 
tions some great man, sny Napoleon, who 
is declared by some one to have had visions 
of his ‘ star,’ and to have boasted thereof. 
Here such evidence as can be got would be 
worthless, even if the great man in ques¬ 
tion were not a notorious liar. For super¬ 
stition, onoe for all, attributes stars to great 
men ,* and, when a story exactly corresponds 
to a known and wide-spread superstition, we 
may usually disregard the story save for 
the purposes of folk-lore. Yet, on p. 176, 
Mr. Galton makes a story of this sort the 
basis of reflections that of course may pos¬ 
sibly be true; so that his caution is not quite 
perfect 


In fact, we should be disposed to apply the 
maxim just stated yet more carefully ; namely, 
if the subject shows an uncommon visualizing 
power, he is both instructive and dangerous, 
and ought to be treated very tenderly. He can 
furnish many facts, but his replies are by so 
much the more apt to be influenced by some 
theory of his own. Accustomed all his life to 
his vivid imagery ; very possibly a member of 
a family several of whom are uncommonly 
gifted in this respect; accustomed, therefore, 
to notice and talk about his power, and per¬ 
haps to boast of it, —he may have formed 
already some vain-glorious idea of what he can 
do or ought to do; and, when you set him at 
the task of talking about himself, you must be 
careful how you accept all that it may occur 
to him to say. A brief experience with one 
such subject as we have just described has 
convinced us that serious danger would arise 
from applying Mr, Gal ton’s method to him 
without great care. And if we intended to 
publish any of his experiences, we should con¬ 
fine him strictly to commonplaces, should not 
publish his stories of what he used to see 
when a child, and should not introduce any 
thing that he connected with ‘ elevated spir¬ 
itual experiences,’ or with any other artistic 
excellence of which he seemed to feel proud. 
We fear that some of Mr. Galton’s subjects 
needed more such watching. In fine, though 
Mr. Galton’s researches on mental imagery, 
since their first publication in the form of 
memoirs, have greatly helped introspective 
psychology, no one, doubtless, would fear or 
deplore more than himself any misuse of them 
that should tend once again towards the myth¬ 
ological. Our suggestion is intended to help 
to ward off such a sad result, which, for the 
followers whom Mr. Gallon is certain to have, 
might not be very far off. What might not 
our author have to mourn over, if 4 psychologi¬ 
cal associations’ were to become fashionable 
in country towns, add were to produce acres 
of manuscript or printed proceedings contain¬ 
ing elevated spiritual visualizing experiences 
by old maids and semi-spiritualistic reform¬ 
ers? Yet, in these days of popular science and 
associations, who knows what Mr. Galtou’s 
pleasing way of speech might not produce, if 
he does not add to every new chapter of facts 
a note strenuously insisting that the ex&ot and 
cautious methods that are commonplaces for 
him should be studied and followed by every 
ambitious one that would do likewise, however 
simple the subject-matter investigated may 
seem to be P 

Mr. Galton can claim especial credit for his 
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investigations into visualized number-forms. 
Here the nature of the facts is the best guar* 
ant}’ of their general accuracy. They have 
generally been unknown, save to the. subjects ; 
they are not things of which people are apt 
to boast; their psychological significance is far 
greater than their popular interest; they have 
nothing of the elevated or of the spiritual about 
them; the research is quite new. All this 
secures the substantial correctness of the re¬ 
sults, though, plainly, further accurate research 
will become harder when Mr. Galton *h facts 
become more popularly known. 

One general result that Mr. Gabon seems to 
have established is, that growth in the power 
of abstract thought is opposed to the free de¬ 
velopment of the visualizing faculty. Scien¬ 
tific men have, as a rule, less vivid imagery 
than persons of less abstract habits of mind. 
Adults visualize less clearly than children. 
But this loss of visualizing power does not 
signify, he tells us, loss of clear memory of 
details. “ Men who declare themselves en¬ 
tirely deficient in the power of seeing mental 
pictures can, nevertheless, give lifelike de¬ 
scriptions of w f hat they have seen.** Again; 
44 it is a mistake to suppose that sharp sight is 
accompanied by clear visual memory.** Yet 
more: 44 the visualizing and the identifying 
]X>wers are by no means necessarily com¬ 
bined.** Thus our author tells us that one 
distinguished subject is good at recognizing 
faces, but'cannot visualize them at all. All 
these facts, and many others, seem to us to 
point to a result that Mr. Galton sometimes 
approaches, but does not distinctly formulate. 
On the contrary, in one place he says some¬ 
thing directly opposed to it. “ A visual im¬ 
age,*’ he says (p. 113), “is the most perfect 
form of mental representation, wherever the 
shape, position, and relations of objects in 
space are concerned.** And he thinks that 
mere laziness is responsible for the common 
starvation of this faculty ; but, if tins were so, 
it is hard to see how a healthy mental organ¬ 
ism should, in the course of its normal develop¬ 
ment, generally tend to outgrow the visualizing 
faculty. 4 The most perfect form of mental 
representation * for any purpose will not he the 
one that we should, as evolutionists, expect to 
find growing naturally less as the mind de¬ 
votes itself more to that purpose; yet who 
are more concerned with the exact relations of 
things in space than workers in the details of 
descriptive natural science? And they, we are 
told, are apt to lack the faculty in question. 
The statement just quoted seems, then, to lack 
probability, and to be against the main result 


to which, as we have said, all these researches 
seem to lead. 

This result, we think, is that the clearest 
memory, in the long-run, tends to be the 
memory of acts, and not of the content of a 
sensation apart from its immediate relation 
to an action. This seems reasonable fVom 
the point of view of evolution. The life of 
an animal consists in doing what seems best 
under the circumstances; and the seeming is 
determined by instinct or individual experi¬ 
ence, coupled w f ith immediate sensation. All, 
then, that sensations mean for the animal, is 
summed up in saying that the sensation is 
useful as the sign of the need of a certain kind 
of action. The association of a given kind of 
sensation with a given kind of action results 
from individual or ancestral experience; but, 
in forming this association, not the whole of an 
experience need be remembered, but only ro 
much as shall serve as a sign of a given sort 
of action. The mouse, even if it fled from the 
cat, not by instinct, but voluntarily, would still 
not need to visualize cats, but only to remem¬ 
ber so much of the sensations aroused by a cat*s 
presence as should suffice to arouse the right 
action. 

On the other hand, if a given action is to 
be not automatic, but voluntary, the action 
must be conceivable clearly and in detail. If 
this is so, it will follow that the memory for 
ideas connected with muscular sensations, and 
so for actions, both bodily and intellectual, 
would not merely be capable of substitution 
for visualized images, but would normally tend 
to l)e so substituted. In fact, if a visualized 
image were the 4 most perfect form of mental 
representation ’ for space relations, then geo¬ 
metrical reflection and definition would be a 
useless amusement in all cases of small ob¬ 
jects. The other facts noted above, such as 
the relative power to identify without being able 
to visualize, seem to us capable of explana¬ 
tion in a similar fashion, by the relative prepon¬ 
derance of the memory for actions, and conse¬ 
quently of relations (which we know by virtue 
of our own bodily and mental actions), over the 
memory of the contents of bare sensation. 

But we have said nothing of Mr. Galton*s 
composite photographs, of his researches on 
association, or of the many other topics that 
render his book not only very amusing, but 
especially instructive, as showing how what in 
the hands of another man would be mere dilet- 
tanteism becomes in the hands of the master a 
very valuable series of contributions to science* 
And with these suggestions we must leave a 
very pleasant topic. 
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STOWE IPS MICROSCOPICAL DIAG¬ 
NOSIS, 

Microscopical diagnosis. By Chauler H. Stow* 
ell, M D., find Louisa "Reed Stowell, M.S. 
Detroit, G, S. Davis , 1883. 8 + 93+118 + 35 p., 
10 pi. 8°. 

The title* of thin hook led us to expect a 
work specially referring to the applications of 
the microscope in medical practice, and we 
felt that a good book of that scope would be 
welcome and valuable. As in the opening 
sentence of the preface Professor Stowell says 
it lias been his good fortune to be so situated, 
during the past few years, that Ins entire time 
has been devoted to the study of histology 
and microscopy, with special reference to the 
microscope in its relation to the practice of 
medicine, our anticipations seemed continued, 
and the expectation added, of [hiding much 
now and original matter. An examination of 
the body of the book was disappointing, be¬ 
cause it gave us acquaintance with contents so 
miscellaneous and varied that we were re¬ 
minded of those so-called * happy families * 
where discordant associates live in compulsory 
peace, — something quite unlike a natural and 
well-proportioned assemblage. 

The first eighty-two pages alone deal with 
clinical microscopy, and we think not satis¬ 
factorily ; for the treatment is hurried and 
incomplete, though certainly accurate, what 
there is. The best part is the few pages on 
urinary deposits, with the accompanying ad¬ 
mirable plates by Mrs. Stowell. The portion 


on parasites and tumors is extremely inade¬ 
quate. The three specimens of Demodex fig¬ 
ured, must have encountered some frightful 
disaster before they were drawn. We regret, 
that, instead of all this, the author did not 
prepare a translation of Bizzozero's JfanuaZe 
di micro scop (a dink a. 

The bulk of the book is made up of botani¬ 
cal articles, by Mrs. Stowell, on starch, wheat, 
and various medicinal plants. These are pleas¬ 
antly written, and the illustrations display the 
authoress’s skill in drawing ; but we miss in 
these, as in the other parts of the volume, any 
definite purpose, either of text-book writing 
or original research. In this connection, we 
are impressed by the absence of references to 
scientific literature. 

Dart iii., by Mr. Walrnsley, describee the 
methods employed by him in the commercial 
manufacture of microscope slides. It is ex¬ 
tremely elementary, and the methods most 
employed in scientific biology are in large part 
unmentioned. The same subject of methods 
lias been far better treated by numerous pre¬ 
vious writers. 

In short, we are quite at a loss to discover 
the raison d'etre of this pleasantly and clearly 
written, as well as beautifully illustrated work. 
The new and original matter which we looked 
for, after reading the preface, we have not 
found ; yet the facts and figures seem all to 
rest upon personal observation. 

To the amateur microscopist, the book may 
well serve as a guide to certain things not else¬ 
where so well described. 
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WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


MATHEMATICS. 

ClftMifioatUm of surface*. —- In a memoir con¬ 
tained in the Abband). ki>n. akad. wiss. zu Berlin 
for 1888, M. Christoffel treated of the classification 
of surface* by formulating the changes which took 
place in a geodetic triangle on the surface when It 
was displaced or moved along on the surface. M. 
Chrlstoffel was thus led to & classification of surfaces 
which divided them into four groups. The first group 
contained all surfaces upon which no displacement of 
a geodetic triangle could take place without altering 
the triangle; the second group contained surfaces upon 
which a geodetic triangle might be displaced without 
alteration, provided tts angles moved upon certain 
determinate curves; the third group contained sur¬ 
faces upon which the geodetic triangle might be dis¬ 
placed without alteration In a singly Infinite number 
of ways; and the fourth group contained surfaces 
upon which the triangle could be displaced in any 
manner without alteration. In the present paper, 


M. v. Mangoldt revises this classification, and shows 
that the surfaces contained in the third and fourth 
groups are identical; and that they include all sur¬ 
faces with a constant measure of curvature, and only 
these. Also fie shows that the second group con¬ 
tains all surfaces which are developable upon sur¬ 
faces of rotation which have not a constant measure 
of curvature, and only these. The author further 
revises a paper of Welngarten’s, correcting an error 
which appeared there. ~~{Journ, reine mg, math., 
xciv. i.) t. c. [74 

PHYSIOS. 


Eleotriolty. 

Aurora borealis. — Professor Lemstrfim has now 
given a somewhat detailed account of his apparatus 
and experiments In Lapland. He and others had 
years ago In that country observed apecular luminos¬ 
ity. which he calls * phosphorescent/ in the form of 
‘ tiny flames * -playing about the tops of small moun¬ 
tains. 
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As long ago as 1871 an attempt was made to assist 
the production of the aurora upon these hilltops; but 
the results obtained were not, to scientific men in 
general, entirely satisfactory. Accordingly, in 1882, 
Prof. Lemstrdm prepared to repeat his experiments 
upon a more extended scale, . 

Upon the top of Oratunturi Mountain (lat., 07° 21'; 
long., 27° 17'.8 east of Greenwich), about 540 meters 
above sea-level, he laid out, upon Insulators raised 
about 2| m. above the ground, a bare copper wire 
in the form shown in the illustration* the wires 
being about 1.5 m. apart. The area covered in this 
way was about 000 square metres. The single wire 
which made up this spiral was provided with numer¬ 
ous points soldered on; and the inner end was con¬ 
nected by an insulated line with the observing-statlon 
at the foot of the mountain, where the circuit ran 
through a galvanometer and into the earth. 



From the day the apparatus was finished, viz.,‘Dec. 
5, “ there appeared almost every night a yollowish- 
whifce luminosity around the summit of the moun¬ 
tain, while no such luminosity was seen around 
any one of the others 1 The flames were variable in 
intensity, and in constant oscillation as those of a 
liquid fire. Three times it was tested, 2£ miles off in 
south-east, by aWrede spectroscope (small size with 
two prisms), and it returned a faintly continuous 
spectrum from I) to F, in which the auroral line 
X = 5509 with soft variable intensity was observed." 
The galvanometer, meanwhile, showed an extremely 
variable positive current from the wire at the top of 
the mountain to the earth. 

An attempt was made to determine approximately 
the electromotive force of this current by occasionally 
introducing Into the circuit a Lcclancb£ element, and 
observing the change thus produced. As the insula¬ 
tion of the line leading up the mountain was not 
good, however, we must accept with caution, as Prof, 
Lemstrom admits, the results thus obtained. The 
current from the mountain top was apparently some¬ 
times less, and sometimes considerably greater, than 
the Leclanchd element produced. 

Similar results were obtained at Pletarlntunturl 


Mountain (950 metres above the sea, In lat., 06° 
82'.5; long., 27° 17'.8 cast of Greenwich), where a 
smaller spread of wire was used. 

There seems to be very little doubt that Prof, Lem- 
strora has succeeded in producing the aurora at will, 
or rather hi assisting nature to produce it. Some of 
the conclusions which he draws from his experiments, 
however, will, no doubt, be received with caution, 
not because they set forth any thing in itself improb¬ 
able, but because the experiments described seem too 
few and rough to decide the matter beyond a doubt. 
Thus he believes that “the electricity which descends 
into the auroral belt [the circumpolar belt of maxi¬ 
mum auroral activity] is the primary cause of the 
greatest part of the terrestrial current, and, through 
this, of the variations of the magnetic elements.*’ 
Moreover, finding that In several cases observers in 
different stations were near mistaking different auro¬ 
ral arcs for the same one, he concludes that 44 all meas¬ 
urements of the height of the aurora, calculated on 
those with a long base north and south, are always 
erroneous, as the two observers never see the same 
aurora. And even those calculations which are based 
on the measurements of the height and length of an 
arc from one point, and the hypothesis that the arc 
extends around the magnetic pole, must be consid¬ 
ered very unreliable, as no satisfactory answer can 
be given as to what results w f ould have been obtained 
a little farther north or south. This is also the case 
with aurorae with long bases east and west,** etc. 
He says, therefore, “That the height of the aurora 
borealis is very variable I fully admit, but in my 
opinion it has been greatly over-estimated/* 

It seems probable that a great many people Incline 
to a similar opinion, 1 and will merely regret that Prof. 
Lemstrom has not given them some better founda¬ 
tion for their disbelief. For rnatiy years, however, 
the doctrine has been current that auroras frequently 
exist at a height of a hundred miles or more; and the 
substance of Prof. Lemstrom** present arguments 
against such a belief must have been old for a long 
time. 8 

On several occasions it was obsetwed by Prof. Lem- 
strora’s party that the peculiar spectroscopic auro¬ 
ral line “was returned from every quarter of the 
horizontal plane, [and) eveu from the zenith, without 
any aurora being visible.” 

Another phenomenon of much interest Is a “ pecul¬ 
iar phosphorescent ‘shine,* or diffhsed luminosity, 
which possesses several phases, but the general char¬ 
acter of which is a luminosity of a yellow-white 
color, which renders the night as light as the moon 
with a thick hazy air/* On one occasion “ every 
object around stood out clearly in a yellow-while 
hazy phosphorescent luminosity of quickly-shifting 
intensity/* Apparently no spectroscope was at hand 
at this time; hut on another night, when a wimllar 
‘shine,’ less bright, but still sufficient to nearlyob- 
soure the stars upon the horizon, was seen, an at¬ 
tempt to discover the auroral line was unsuccessful 
It is true that the spectroscope used was, not *well 

J Pmc. eoy, 2879*90, xxx. 332, 

’ Amer t jovm. $e. t mil. 28$. 
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adapted for the purpose; and Prof. Lemstrom at¬ 
tributes the phenomenon to the same origin as the 
aurora. 

Prof. Lemstrflrn refers to Groneroan’,* meteoric 
theory of the aurora, and no doubt considers it to 
he disposed of by the experiments above described. 
It happens, however, that the same number of Na¬ 
ture contains an article from Dr. Groneman, in 
which he says, “ I believe l have proved by this 
research that there existed with the aurora of Nov. 
17, 1882, cosmic dust, passing through the upper 
atrata of our atmosphere with great velocity, and 
giving, according to the most interesting observation 
of Mr. Hand Capron, 4 the u^ual green line’ of the 
aurora spectrum;” aud, further, ** It is very remark¬ 
able that this experiment comes at the same time 
as the interesting experiment of Prof. Louis trom, 
showing that electric currents are able to give a 
development of light in our atmosphere, possessing 
the same number of undulations in a second as the 
auroral light. Now our meteoroid being part of an 
aurora, it gives a stronger proof of the origin of that 
phenomenon than Prof. LemstromV experiment, the 
greatest, attraction of which is that we are able to 
repeat it arbitrarily and with our own means. Fur¬ 
ther, I have always maintained that electricity, ex¬ 
cited easily by friction, must be one of the causes of 
the auroral light . . . and it seems to me very plau¬ 
sible that, cosmic matter, approaching the earth, in¬ 
duces electric currents through the air. Therefore I 
think that the results of Prof, Lemstrom are in full 
harmony with the idea of a cosmic origin of aurorae.” 
— (Nature, May 17, 81, dune 7.) K. H. n. [75 


CHEMISTRY. 


(Organic,) 


A new add occurring in the juice of the 

beet — E. O. Llppmann claims to have discovered 
a new add in the Incrustations which form in the 
evaporating-pans from the juice of unripe or par¬ 
tially decomposed beet-roots. Analyses gave* results 
corresponding to oxycltrlc acid 

oil TJ, 


/OOOH — Oil, * 




COOH OOOl! 




obtained by Pawolleck by boiling chiorcitrie acid,— 
(Berichte deutich. cAem. peaetfscA., xvi. 1078. J c. r. m. 

[76 


CinnoUne-derivathreft. — V. v. Richter found, 
that, by warming an aqueous solution of the diazo¬ 
chloride of orthophenylproplolic acid, a carboxylic 
acid of cinnoline was formed, a substance which he 
regards as an analogue of chinoline. 


>OIl« CH 

c,n 4 f i . 

\N -OH 
Cbtomllno, 




.on - oh 


Sn 

CJnaollne. 


— (BerfcAW dewtscA, cAm, pwttecA,, xvi. 677 ) 

C.F.M. [77 

Comp 9 tmi|ut of the ketone* with hydraxine. 

— The action of phenylhydrazlne upon ketones seems 
to be analogous to that of hydroxylamine. With 
acetone, H. Reltenegger obtained the compound 


C 6 H ft N*HC(CH 8 )*, which was decomposed, by warm¬ 
ing with dilute acids, Into acetone and phenylhydra- 
zine. Acetophenonphenylhydrazlne resulted from 
the action of phenyl hydrazine upon aceiophenon. 
Oenanlhol gave the substance C t! H*N*HC 7 Hi 4 . 
With dimethylhydrazine, acetophenon formed 

chiefly — (RcrfcAta deutscA. cAem. 

genelbtch., xvi. 601.) c. f. m. [78 

METALLURGY. 

Sulphuric acid from pyrites. — There are very 
evident advantages in using pyrites instead of brim¬ 
stone for the manufacture of sulphuric acid, provided 
the right kind of pyrites is at hand. The qualities 
necessary are a high per cent of sulphur and iron, in 
order that the cost of handling may be a minimum. 
Lead, zinc, calcium, and magnesium can only be 
present in very small quantity, as they will roast to 
sulphates, and so cause a loss of sulphur; moreover, 
they lessen the value of the iron as a by-product. 
Copper to the amount of two or three per cent Is 
found in some of the best pyrites for this purpose, 
aud is extracted as ft by-product. But the especial 
element to be avoided is arsenic, both on account of 
the rapid corrosion of the chambers, and the render¬ 
ing of ihe acid unfit for many uses. The cost of a 
ton of oil of vitriol made from brimstone is estimated 
at $ 18.58; made from pyrites, at-$8.22. A number 
of localities in America furnish pyrites of good qual¬ 
ity. The only alterations in the plant are the addi¬ 
tion of a Glover tower, and the substitution of suitable 
kilns, of which illustrations are given, as well as of 
the Sellaff nor shelf-burners. — ( Eng. min . journ. y May 
5.) it. n. it. [79 

The Henderson gas-furnaoe. — This furnace 
attempts to attain to the highest heats required in the 
shortest possible si tone, and with a complete utiliza¬ 
tion of the fuel. These objects are reached by the 
use of separate engines, one for the supply of air for 
the generation of the gas, and the other for its com¬ 
bustion. The details of a trial and Illustrations of 
the furnace are given. The consumption of fuel, three 
hundredweight per hour for the two-ton furnace, is 
low, — l Eng. min . journ May 19.) it. H. R, [80 

GEOLOGY. 

The mines of Cuba. —Salterain gives a brief 
account of the mines now worked, or that have been 
worked in the past, at least so far as known by the 
general inspection of mines. The * mtnas de as fid to 
y de ftceitns (oils) bltumlnosos’ are divided into 
mines of asphalt, of petroleum, and of naphtha, and 
number seventeen in all. The prospects are con¬ 
sidered favorable, about eleven or thirteen hundred 
tons being produced annually. They are situated 
mostly In the provinces of Pinar del Rio, Matanzas, 
Santa Clara, Pto. Principe, and Habana. The copper- 
mi ne» are thirty in number, almost all situated in 
the province of Santiago de Cuba, and a few in Santa 
Clara. The mineral consists of veins of sulphate 
of copper, oxide of copper, native copper, carbonate of 
copper, and Indications of copper pyrites, all of which, 



86 


SCIENCE. 


rvoi,. II., No. H. 


at a certain depth, are supposed to unite in one vein 
,of sulphate of copper. The iron-mines, seventeen in 
number, are ail situated in the province of Santiago 
d© Cuba. The iron consists of large superficial 
masses of oligist and magnetic iron ore. Manganese 
Is very abundant in the province of Santiago de Culm, 
but only two mines have been registered on account 
of Its small commercial value. There are five gold¬ 
mines situated in the provinces of Santiago de Cuba 
and Santa Clara, whose prospects are considered 
good, but which are not worked at present. Uuano 
is worked in the islets south of Cuba, and 304 work¬ 
men were employed on this work last year. — {ttreve 
rescHa miner. Isla de Cuba.) J. B. #. [81 

The Prescott (Arizona) mining region. — A 
map of this region, with some account of the rocks 
and veins, has been published by John T. Iilandy. 
The rocks appear to be mainly granites, argillites, and 
Bchists. The majority of the veins trend approxi¬ 
mately north and south. In the stratified rocks 
many veins occur having the strike and dip of the 
enclosing rock, but they are of limited extent. In the 
Feck district the veins are of quartz, carrying silver 
in the form of chlorides, sulphides, and in galena. 
The argillite has been eroded away so that some of 
these veins stand as much as fifty feet high, while they 
are not more than six feet thick at the base. In the 
granite ridge next north, the veins are quartz and 
barite, carrying silver, while in the gneissold rocks 
they are part silver and part gold bearing. The veins 
in the Mount Union granite are principally gold bear¬ 
ing, the gold being free on the surface, but in pyrlfce in 
depth. The chief portion of the remaining veins in 
the region are mixed gold and silver bearing, some 
being as much as thirty feet in thickness. Some 
veins of copper pyrites also occur. — ( Trans. Amer. 
inst min . eng,, Boston meeting.) m. k. w. [82 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Russian cartography. — M. Michel Yonukoff 
presents frequent brief reports of Russian explora¬ 
tions and topographic work to the French geographi¬ 
cal society, and has recently described the annual 
exhibition of astronomical and geographical works 
held last April in the Winter palace at St. Peters¬ 
burg. The number of exhibits exceeded one hundred 
and forty, among which the more notable were a 
route-map of Russia in Europe (i: 1,050,000), in twen¬ 
ty-five sheets, of which seventeen are finished; the 
latest sheets of the special maps of the sAine coun¬ 
try (1:420,000), published under the direction of^Oen. 
Strelbeitaky; the general map of Russia in Asia 
{1:4,200,000), in eight sheets, extending to lat, 80* H; 
maps of the provinces of Finland and Bessarabia; 
of the peninsula of Kamtchatka, prepared at Irkutsk; 
of the territory of Semipalatinsk, lithographed at 
Omsk; the Chinese and Persian frontiers (1: &iO,0OQ); 
and many others of regions concerning which our 
chief knowledge comes from Russian surveys.—* 
w. m. d. [83 

(Arctic.) 

Hot**. — Professor J. E, Nourse of Washington 
announces that he has in preparation a wovk relat¬ 


ing to American polar expeditions.-The Russian 

imperial geographical society of St. Petersburg sug¬ 
gest* that the observations of the international 
polar stations be prolonged over another year, on the 
ground that a single year’s observations cover too 
short a time to afford really satisfactory comparative 
results; and, moreover, it will be necessary for some 
of the more advanced parties to make an end of their 
observations before the full year is out In order to 

be sure of returning during the present autumn.- 

Reports from Bering Sea indicate that the winter 
there has been a severe one. Early in the spring 
there was an abundance of ice as far south as St. 
Paul Island. Very few whales had been taken up 
to latest advices,-—The report of the court of 
inquiry into the circumstances of the loss of the 
Jeannette and the death of members of the expedi¬ 
tion Is just printed. It does not contain the private 
journals of De Long and ('oilins, nor the papers of 
the latter which were before the court. The text, of 
the report has been mostly summarized by the dally 
press, and contains nothing new of importance. It 
is presumed that the log-books, and records of obser¬ 
vations, etc., are reserved for a report on the results 
of the voyage, to be hereafter issued. The most 
valuable thing in the whole document, which contains 
a number of maps and diagrams, is the map of the 
Lena delta constructed by Nindemann, which con¬ 
tains additions to and corrections of the maps in 
present use. — w. n. ». [8t 

(A»ia.) 

Notes. — The Revue gdographique presents its 
subscribers with ft new chart of Asia on a scale 
J: 84,000,000. Although containing some new 
matter, it. is not up to date, and is of very Imperfect 

mechanical execution.-The Russian explorer 

Roach in telegraphs from Krasnovodsk, that, in crow¬ 
ing the steppe between CUarzhui and Uzboi, he has 
discovered that Kalitin was mistaken in supposing It 
to be traversed by an ancient channel of the Ox us. 
What the latter explorer, three years ago, took for 
the dry bed of the Cbarzhul-Daria, is realty jtpjdy a 
plain bounded on the north by a series of elevidons, 
and appearing to have no definite limits toward the 
south. — Potanin and Skassl are about to explore 
the Chinese province of Gan-su and the adjacent 
parts of Mongolia. Sukhacheff, a young proprietor 
of Siberian goJd-mlnes, has contributed 20,(XX) rubies 
toward the expenses of the exploration. ——* The 
topographic and geodesic work in northern Khoraasan 
and southern Turkestan being finished, the boundary- 
line between Russia and Persia from the Caspian to 
the Heri Hud River of Afghanistan will be established 
Immediately. — The definite establishment of the 
boundary between the Russian province of Setnlpap- 
latinsk and the Chinese district of Tsungarl will also 
be concluded this summer. By recent 1 conventions 
a considerable part of the basin of the Upper Irtish 
River is annexed to Russia. Topographers are busily 
engaged in determining its limits, while others con¬ 
tinue the work of demarcation of the districts of 
Kuidja and Tarbagatai, which Is already well ad¬ 
vanced. Still others are developing the officialUmlt# 
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between the basins of the Syr Dari* and the Tarim 
rivers, — w. h. i>. [85 

Oscus and Caspian. — A recent report on the lev¬ 
ellings undertaken by the Russian engineers to de¬ 
termine If the Oxus (Amu-daria) could be turned 
from its present channel, which loads to the sea of 
Aral into the T.Tsboi channel, leading to the Caspian 
Sea, decides that it is impossible without extended 
artificial works. A canal would have to be con¬ 
structed for a length of over two hundred versts, 
at a cost of at least fifteen to twenty million rubles, 
before it would be possible to divert the Oxus from 
its present course. — ( Peterm . geoyr, mltth ,, 1883,231.) 
w. m. i>. [86 

{Africa.) 

Notes. — Joseph Thompson's party has been heard 
from, having been obliged to retreat to Mombasa, on 
account of hostilities excited by a caravan in advance 
of them. All well, and would make another start 

with a different caravan.-Sehweinfurth has made 

a scientific journey from Cairo to Mirsa Tobruk in 

Oyrenaica.-News has been received from the 

delayed Italian expedition to Abyssinia and the coast 
of the Red Sea, according to which the principal 
official party are detained at Debra Tabor by King 
John, while the explorer Antonell^ has succeeded in 
getting away from Assab and in travelling through 
the Aussa country, previously closed to Europeans, 

to Schoa.-Dr. Rogge has returned to Mukenge, 

according to a letter forwarded by Portuguese traders 
from Mulange, and will shortly depart for Europe. 

-The German traveller Flegel has returned to 

the coast from his journey in Adamaur. — The 
British government has annexed the territory lying 
south-east of the former limits of Sierra Leone as 
far as the Liberian boundary, between that and the 

Sherbro Islands.-Several French trading-stations 

have recently been established on the Futa Dialion 
coast, northward from Sierra Leone, In the hope of 
opening a lucrative traffic with the rich interior dis¬ 
tricts. -The French naval surgeon Colin has been 

intrusted with a mission to the old gold-country of 
Burd on the upper Senegal.-The Morocco au¬ 

thorities have permitted Spain to undertake a topo¬ 
graphical investigation of the country around Santa 
Gru* de. Mar Pequena, on the coast opposite the 

Canary Islands.-The kbedtve has appointed 

the minister of the interior and former governor 
o i ihb&oudan* JBlyoub Pacha, to the presidency of the 
StooMfcg de gdographie de Cairo. The general secre¬ 
tary Is Dr* Bonola*-The credit# granted for the 

Ajgqrhm administration, by the commission to revise 
the estimates, amount to about twenty-eight and a 
half million francs, of which about three million 
francs are for purposes of colonization. The imports 
into the colony from all sources In I860 Were about 
eighty millions, and the exports about fifty-six 
millions. The customs receipts from all sources 
Were about ten million francs. —- Lieut. Angelo 
Cardoso of the Portuguese navy has Just returned 
ftxmi Mozambique, where be has been eight months 
engaged in exploration* In S of ala-1 and, He ascended 
last September from Inhambane toward Mulamula 


and Pachano, along the mountains to Maringua, and 
across the Sabla River to Goanha; th.ence, descend¬ 
ing the Gorongoza to Sofala, he returned to Inham- 

banc by the seacoast.-Herr Seine has just been 

sent by the International African association to 
relieve Becker and replace M. Maluin, whose state of 

health requires an immediate return to Europe.- 

M. J. Lapeyre, second in command of the Giraud 
expedition, whose health had given way, was obliged 
to return from Aden to France on that account. — 
w. h. ». [87 

BOTANY. 

Systematic histology. — By this term, Yesque 
designates the systematic classification of plants on 
the basis of histology. The variations of histological 
elements, as regards size, shape, and distribution, 
even in a single genus or species, are very wide, and, 
with limited exceptions, have not hitherto been re¬ 
garded fts^very useful characters in classification. 
Yesque endeavors to show by an examination of the 
orders Capparidaceae, Cruciferae, and Frankeniaceae, 
that some histological characters are ho nearly con¬ 
stant as to justify their employment in systematic 
botany. Such, for instance, are the stomata and 
hairs, the mucilage-cells, the palisade-cells, the shape 
and composition of the fibro-vascular bundles, etc. 
But, as was to be expected, the cases in which the 
histological characters are uncertain are so numerous 
as to be discouraging. That the species in many 
genera can be arranged in natural groups on the basis 
of their minute structure appears to be pretty clearly 
made out by Vesque’s contributions. — (Ann. sc. 
naL , Oct., vi, xv. 2.> G. v o. [88 

Flower* of Aeaoulus glabra. —One of Prof. 
Coulter’s students finds that the perfect flowers of 
the buckeye are protogynous, while others, which at 
first sight apphar protandrous, really have imper¬ 
fectly formed pistils. They are thus polygamous, 
with, it is thought, a tendency to monolclsm. Bees, 
especially Apis, visit them, but go only to unopened 
buds, from which they obtain nectar by crowding 
their tongues between the petals. 4< The open flowers 
were avoided, and could only have been fertilized by 
the chance of being near the buds; for tbe bees had 
evidently learned that the latter contained the 
nectar, . * . It is a case of an insect attracted by a 
flower Which it does not visit, but may accidentally 
fertilise, and obtaining nectar from, a flower which it 
can neither fertilise nor obtain pollen frdra.” The 
species is worthy of further study. — (Hot, gazette, 
June,) [89 

ZOOLOGY. 

* (General anatomy and phytiotogy.) 

Olfactory lobe* of lnseots and vertebrates. 
— G. Belloncl, In continuation of hts two previous 
article* (Mem. oread, sc. Bologna, 1830, and Attt 
occod. reoie Uncei, 1880-81) on the olfactory lobes of 
arthropods, ^now reports hts further observations, 
which he has also extended to vertebrates* The 
same fundamental plan determines the structure and 
relations of the olfactory lobes in both the higher 
arthropods and the vertebrates. The olfactory and 
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commissural fibres of the lobes are resolved into a 
« fine reticulum, which, grouped in certain spots, forms 
what Bellonci calls the olfactory glomeruli. The lobes 
of arthropods have an outer portion with a diffuse 
reticulum, and an inner portion with glomeruli. In 
vertebrates the ganglion-cells lie within the region of 
the glomeruli. In vertebrates and crustaceans there 
are numerous small, and fewer large, cells. In in¬ 
sects the elements are of small or medium sUe. In 
both arthropods and vertebrates the fibres establish 
both a direct and a cross (chlasma) communication 
between the olfactory and optic lobes; likewise be¬ 
tween the olfactory lobes and the higher centres 
(reuiform bodies of Squilla, fungiform of insect^ and 
hemispheres of vertebrates). These resemblances 
the author attributes to an analogy of function, and 
not to a morphological homology between vertebrates 
and arthropods. The observations were mado on 
Squilla, (iryllotalpa, the eel and frog. — (Arch, ital, 
bioL, iii. 191. A wrong title is given at the head of 
the pages.) c, ». M. [90 

Frotosoa. 

Action of tannin on Parameoium. — H. J. 

Waddington states, that, by bringing a drop of a 
solution of one part tannin in four parts glycerine in 
contact with a drop containing a Paramecium, the 
motion of the animal is stopped, and the cilia become 
beautifully distinct. They appear quite straight and 
surprisingly lung, equal to the short diameter of the 
body. Previous ideas as to the size and number of the 
cilia have been very incorrect. To kill infusoria he 
recommends a saturated alcoholic solution of sul¬ 
phurous acid; for, if a small quantity be added to 
water, the gas is set free, and ‘the animals in the 
water poisoned. He also reports an ingenious device 
to catch infusoria: crumbs of very hard baked biscuit 
are put In the water, where they will be hqld up by 
confervae; fungoid growths spring from each crumb, 
the infusoria collect between the filaments as in a 
favorite resort, and the whole colony may be cap¬ 
tured by pulling out the crumb. — (Journ* ray. 
mirri soc. Lond iii. 185.) a s. M, [91 

Descriptions of rotifer*. —To the eight species 
previously described of the genus Floscularia, C. T. 
Hudson now adds three, and gives also some notes 
on F. regalis Hudson. These four last-mentioned 
species are described and figured, and a synoptic 
table of all the species is added. In an appended 
note, the author comments on Leidy’s Acyclus and 
Dictyophora (ef. Science, i. 37). He thinks Acyclus 
is related to the floscules. “ Its 1 oral cup' with the 
‘ incurved beak * may be fairly said to be the buccal 
funnel of a floscule reduced to the possession of one 
lobe, viz., the dorsal one,” The remainder is con¬ 
cerned with details, and with the degradation of 
certain rotifers, considered in connection with the 
absence of the trochal disk. — (Journ. roy. micr , me. 
Lomd. t iii. 101.) c. a, m, ^ [92 

Worms, 

Anatomy of Oephyreans.—Dr. C. Ph. Sin iter 
gives a preliminary notice of his observations on the 
anatomy of various species. An abstract will be 


given of his definite memoir when published.-— 
(Zooh anz. t vl. 222.) c. 8, M. [93 

Annelid messmates with a coral. — J. v W. 

Fewkes finds annelid tubes formed on the rim of 
young Myccdium fragile. As the coral grows, it 
spreads round the worm-tube ; but the latter grows 
usually equally with coral. The presence of these 
tubes affects the regular growth of the coral. The 
species of worm does not appear to have been deter¬ 
mined.— ( Amer , nat xvil. 695.) c. s. M. [94 

Spermatogenesis of Nemertines.— In an article 
in the Jlevue sc. nat., 1882, 165, Sabatier describes 
the development of the spermatozoa In nemertean 
worms. The parent cells separate into two parts, the 
central blastophore and peripheral bodies, which be¬ 
come Independent, and attach themselves to the wall 
of the spernmac. From these bodies the spermato¬ 
zoa arise by differentiation of the peripheral part 
into spherules, which elongate and become sperma¬ 
tozoa. In his theoretical conclusion, the author 
adopts the theory first advanced by Minot (Hiol. cen- 
tralbl., 1882), that the ordinary cells are neuter, or 
combine both sexual elements, and that when a sep¬ 
aration takes place the sexual products are gener¬ 
ated. He makes an addition, however, to the theory, 
by the hypothesis that the central portion is female, 
the peripheral male, (There are many facts which 
appear at present irreconcilable with this view of the 
sexual relations within the cell.) — (Journ. roy. micr . 
soc. Load., April, 1888.) C, H. m. [95 

VERTEBRATES, 

Action of alcohols on the heart —The rela¬ 
tive effects of different alcohols of the marsh-ga* se¬ 
ries of hydrocarbons upon the ventricle of the frog's 
heart have been compared experimentally by Hlngor 
and Sainsbury. The method of experimenting was 
to place the heart in a Roy’s tonometer, and feed 
it with the extract of dried bullock’s blood until It 
was beating normally; the alcohol used was then 
added to the circulating liquid in such quantities, 
determined by previous experiments, as to completely 
arrest the contractions of the heart within an hour. 
The toxic action of the alcohols used was measured 
by the dose sufficient to arrest the activity of the 
heart. The following results were obtained. Nor¬ 
mal methyl, ethyl, and propyl alcohol,—all three stop 
the heart in diastole, the ventricle losing Its power 
to beat spontaneously, and refusing to respond to^ 
external stimulation. The excitability of the bdsfrt 1 
to electrical stimulation is diminished. The * period* 
of diminished excitability ’ is shortened. The pH-* 
mary effect of the alcohols on the heart is not, as 
might be supposed from their therapeutical use as 
cardiac stimulants, to increase the force or frequency 
of the ventricular contractions* The height of the 
curve given by the tonometer diminished steadily 
from the first application of the alcohol, and the fre¬ 
quency of the beats remained unaffected, except In 
the later stages, when the power of the heart to beat 
spontaneously was lost. With regard to the toxic 
action of the different alcohols, the following num¬ 
bers are given (the figures represent the number bf 
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minims of absolute alcohol in a hundred cubic centi¬ 
metres of the circulating liquid, necessary to cause 
complete arrest of the heart): methyl, 2u5.5; ethyl, 
114; propyl (primary), 59.8; isobutyl, 17; isoamyl 
(amyl alcohol of fermentation), 0.6. The activity of 
the higher members of the series increases rapidly; 
and as the propyl, butyl, and amyl alcohols are con¬ 
stituents of fusel oil, we have evidence of the directly 
Injurious effect of this impurity of ordinary alcoholic 
drinks. — (Practitionw, xxx. v. 889.) w. h. h. [96 

Pulmonary epithelium. — llozzoli and Graziadci 
publish a note chiefly to claim priority for certain of 
their observations on the lungs. We have only to 
notice that they have not seen any hyaline plates 
without nuclei in the epithelium, such as Feurstack 
has described. They also again insist upon the pres¬ 
ence and pathological importance of groups of little 
cells, not yet differentiated Into the special pulmonary 
epithelial cells (plates). — {Arch, ital . bU>L, Hi. 222 ) 
C. H. M. (97 

Birds. 

Molecular layer of the retina. — According to 
Bollonei, the formation of the inner molecular layer 
of the retina begins in the chick on the eighth day of 
incubation. At that time there is a special now 
of clear cells just outside the layer. The cells in the 
situation of the layer disappear on the ninth day: 
the clear cells undergo fatty degeneration of the 
nucleus, and disappear by the twelfth day. They 
form the molecular layer, which, however, continues 
to enlarge. Both the inner and outer molecular 
layer are penetrated by optic nerve-fibres. Thus is 
produced a structural relation with the molecular 
layers of the brain. — (Arch* ituL biol., Hi. 190.) 
C. a. M. [98 

The birds of Tonkak. — In this paper Herr Mid¬ 
ler has given us ftn elaborate review of the birds of 
this island, based on a collection of sixteen hundred 
skins of one hundred and fifty-five species. The 
paper contains many systematic notes of interest. 
The author has prepared an extended set of tables 
from which he concludes that the Tonkak birds be¬ 
long rather to the Indo-Chinese sub-region than to the 
Indo-Malayan as given by Wallace. — (Journ. /. 
ornftA, xxx. iv.) J. A. .r. [99 


Mammals, 

Development of the liver and lungs. — In 

connection with his researches on the development 
of the body-cavity Uskow made-some observations 
on the liver and lungs of embryos. From the sinus 
venosns there grow out irregular cavities into the 
septum transversum, which extend into papillary 
growths, projecting into the pericardial cavity. The 
papillae are, of course, covered by a continuation of 
the epithelium of the pericardial cavity. They after¬ 
wards unite Into a spongy mesh of tissue, into which 
the liver extends as It grows. The further history 
was not followed, but it is probable that the hollow 
outgrowths from the sinus venosus become hepatic 
vessels. 

Concerning the lungs, from a study of a rabbit 
embryo of a little less than ten days, Uskow draws 


the following conclusions. At the time of the closure 
of the * vorderdarm,* the separation of oesophagus 
and trachea is already indicated. Tbo lung Is an un-. 
paired evagination of the ventral wall of the ‘vor- 
derdarm.’ The trachea and the lung arise at the same 
time, and independently; but the separation of the 
Jung from the 4 vorderdarm 1 precedes the separation 
of the trachea. The lung arises immediately In front 
of the liver; at the same time the cells of the meso¬ 
derm around the lung proliferate; and Uskow believes 
that the pleucal (he., coelom) epithelium forms not 
only the pleural epithelium, hut also the deeper-lying 
mesodermic elements (muscles, etc.) of the lung.— 
(Arch. mikr. ana*., xxil. 219.) c. s, m. [100 

A hybrid between the gayal and zebu. — Or. 
Julius Kuhn announces the birth, at the agricultural 
Institute of the Halle university, of a hybrid between 
the gayal of eastern India and the long-horned race of 
zebus known as sangas, which was held in domesti¬ 
cation by the ancient Egyptians, and is now abundant 
in Soudan and Abyssinia. The hybrid in question 
is a female; it weighed, at birth, 21.5 kilograms, or 
about one-twentieth the weight of the sanga mother. 
The latter is of a mottled red and white color, while 
the calf Is of a clear red brown, only the belly and 
inner sides of the logs and the fetlocks being white. 
The hump on the withers, so characteristic of the 
zobu, is only slightly developed. ** In the birth of 
this animal it is shown that animals of the most 
primitive forms, which for thousands of years have 
had unchanged surroundings, by suitable treatment, 
may remain unimpaired in fertility, even when 
placed in relations which arc in the greatest degree 
different from those of their native home.” — (Zool 
garten , xxiv. 1883, 120.) k. w. t. [101 


ANTHROPOLOGY. 


Origin of the Magyar*,— Mr. Herman Varnbery 
published a^york in. Leipzig last year, in which he 
takes the ground that the Hungarians are of Turkish 
and not of Finno-Ugrian origin, as Is believed by 
most ethnologists, and especially by M. Hunfalvy. A 
census of the Turco-Tatar stock is given, which may 
be of service to some of our readers. 


Yuroo*8l her Inns . 
Eastern Turkestan 
Kirghiz .... 
Kara-KIrghis . . 
Turcoman* , . . 
Kttf**Ku)paks . . 

tTsbegs. 

Klpchak* .... 
Kurarofins . . . 
Sarta ..... 
Bunhirs .... 
Tatars , '. , , . 
Nogajs ..... 
Kuvaks [?J . . . 
Katmults .... 
Transcaucasia Turks 
Xranlc Turks. . . 
OsmunU . , . . , 


141,092 
1,940,000 
2,200,360 
350,000 
1 , 000,000 
70,000 
2,500,000 
70,000 
77,301 
900,000 
600,000 
*38,710 
200,000 
600,000 
71,000 
900,000 
200,000 
10 , 000,000 


* 21,598,309 

— (Archtv. per V ant hr op. f xii. 297.) «f. w. p. [102 
Macrobiotic — The narrative of Genesis about 
the long lives of the patriarchs has very^frequently 
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led to the collation of the ages of persons who have 
lived to a very great age. Lord Malahide is inclined 
to give credit to the great number of cases of recorded 
longevity occurring among the inscriptions recovered 
from old Koman graves In Algeria and Tunisia. Mr., 
Renier has published a collection of these, and a still 
more complete series is by Mr, Wlllman, under the 
ausfiices of the Royal academy of Berlin. Upwards 
of ten thousand inscriptions are thus calendared. 

The following is a list from Numidia: — 


101 . . 

. . H persona. 

no 

. 6 por*on» 

101 . . 

. . 10 

lifi 

.... 4 “ 

102 . , 

. . 2 

120 

.... 3 ** 

103 . . 

. . 1 person. 

125 

.... 2 

105 . . 

. , 7 pomon*. 

! 126 

.... 1 person. 

100 . . 

. . 1 peniOD. 1 

I 127 

... * 1 M 

10T . . 

. . 1 « 

! 131 

.... 1 " 

10S . . 

. . 1 

i 132 

.... 1 


At Mastar, a small town, the cemetery yields the 
following: — 

Anna R.101 

Coeelllus.10o 

G-arffMlua ...... IOC 

Granlu«. .110 

Nlimra ....... 115 

Petrel*.115 

Lord Malahide, in order to show the credibility of 
these figures, speaks at length upon the duties of the 
Roman censors, — ( Journ . anthrop, fust., stll. 441.) 
*r. w. p. [103 

The Pawnees.—Mr. John B. Dunbar of Bloom¬ 
field, N.Y., has brought together in a quarto pam¬ 


Marcel* ....... 120 

.Tanuarin*.101 

Mart 1*11#.105 

Another.115 

Jusoata . ..105 


phlet his researches Into the P&nl family of North 
American Indians. The tribes embraced in this 
group are the Pawnees, Arikaras, Caddos, Iluecos 
or Wacoa, Keechies, Tawaconies, and Pawnee Piets 
or Wichitas. The last five are the southern or Red 
River branches. A brief account of each of these is 
given in the first few pages of the pamphlet. The 
third paragraph is devoted to the Arikaras, and the 
remainder of the monograph to the P&ni, or Pawnees* 
A very extensive bibliography of the stock lias 
been collected, commencing with the expedition of 
Lewis and Clarke, and including the publications of 
Pike, Long, J. T. Irving, Murray, Hayden, and the 
reports of the several commissioners of Indian af¬ 
fairs. Earlier notices are found in la Harpe, du 
Pratz, and Charlevoix., 

The name * Pawnee * Is probably derived from Pd- 
(a horn), referring to their peculiar scalp-lock. 
The original hunting-ground extended from the Nio¬ 
brara, south to the Arkansas, but no definite bounda¬ 
ries can be fixed, 

Mr. Dunbar has collected from various sources the 
traditions of their origin and migrations (§ 8), their 
conflicts (§ 9), their census (§ 10), and their later his¬ 
tory since the beginning of our century. Consider¬ 
able space is given to their tribal organization, 
physical characteristics, social usages, dress, names, 
lodges, arts, trade, feasts, hunting, war, medicine, 
mourning, religion, calendar, present condition and 
prospects. Brief chapters are devoted to the cele¬ 
brated chiefs, Pitale-eharu, Lone Chief, and Medi¬ 
cine Bull. —- J. w. p. [104 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


STATE INSTITUTIONS. 

State university of Kansas, Lawrence, 

Weather report for June. — Th chief meteoro¬ 
logical features of this month were the low mean 
temperature and the abundant rainfall. During the 
fifteen preceding years, three Junes have been cooler 
than this, and ouly one (1870) has had a larger rain¬ 
fall. 

Mean temperature, 71,38°, which is 2.87° below the 
June average. The highest temperature was 64°, on 
the 22d and 30th. The mercury reached or exceeded 
90° on only six days. The lowest temperature was 
48.6°, giving a range of 45.5° for the month, Mean 
temperature at 7 a.m., 00.22°; at 2 p.m,, 80.8°; at 
9 p.m,, 69.6° 

Rainfall, 7.73 Inches, which is 2.80 inches above the 
June average. There were seven thunder-showers, 
oue of which, on the night of the 11th, continued for 
six hours, and brought 2.92 inches of rain. The entire 
rainfall for the six months of 1883 now completed 
has been 21.80 inches, whlclUs 5.06 inches above the 
average for tho first half-year of the past fifteen years. 

Mean cloudiness, 38.60%'of the sky, the month 
being 3.04% clearer than the average. Number of 


clear days (leas than one-third cloudy), 14; half clear 
(from oue to two thirds cloudy), 12; cloudy (more 
than two-thirds), 4. There were four entirely clear 
days, and ouly one entirely cloudy day. Mean at 7 
A.M., 42.67%; at 2 p.m., 39.33%; at 9 p.m., 33.07%. 

Wind: 8.W., 24 times; S.K., 24 times; N.W., 17 
times; N.E., 14 times; N., 4 times; S., 4 times; E., 
3 times. The entire distance travelled by the wind 
was 10,737 miles, which is just two miles above the 
June average. This gives a mean daily velocity of 
357.90 miles, and a meau hourly velocity of 14.91 
miles. The highest velocity was 46 miles an hour, 
on the 22d and 23d. The thunder-storm of the 
11th was ushered in at 11.30 p.m. by a very strong 
‘straight ' wind, which unroofed a portion of the Cen^ 
tra) school building at Lawrence, but was in no sense 
a tornado. 

Mean height of barometer, 29.028 inches; at 7 a.m., 
29.050 inches; at 2 p.m., 29,013 inches; at 9 p.m., 
29.020 inches; maximum, 29.217 inches, on 14th; 
minimum, 28.071 inches; monthly range, only 0.640 
inch. 

Relative humidity; mean for month, 74,3; at 7 a.m., 
83.1; at 2 p.m., 67.7; at 9 p.m,, 82.1; greatest, 97, on 
23d and 24th; least, 37, on 14th. 
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATB INSTITUTIONS. 

Ohio Wesleyan university, Delaware, 0. 

Additions to the museum* — The increase to the 
collections for the year amounts to 9,202 specimens. 
The Aim of the curator is not to build up a great 
museum, but o«e of great educational value, which 
shall in time contain every specimen needed to ex¬ 
plain the facts of natural history as presented in the 
text-books of the department. All purchases and 
solicited exchanges are for this end, and even the vol¬ 
unteer exchanges are turned In this direction as far 
as practicable. W. F. Falconer has given an exten¬ 
sive collection made at the phosphate beds of Charles¬ 
ton, 8.0. An elephant's tooth in this collection 
measures ten by fourteen inches, and weighs twenty- 
nine pounds. 

Prof. R. E. Call of Nebraska, a most enthusiastic 
naturalist, spent the summer of 1882 on a collecting 
trip through Georgia. The museum joined with oth¬ 
er institutions in defraying his expenses, and sharing 
the results. Although all the material has not been 
distributed, over five thousand specimens have been 
received, and a large number of new and valuable 
species. 

The U. S. flsh-commission has presented a collec¬ 
tion illustrating the marine fauna of the New Eng¬ 
land coast. It contains nearly one hundred species, 
many of which were obtained by dredging at depths 
as great as two hundred fathoms. 

Collections of importance have also been received 
from the late Mr. C. R. McClellan, a former assistant, 
and from Revs. J. M. Barker of Mexico, and H. Man¬ 
sell of India, and the Brothers Willis, recently re¬ 
turned from a tour of the world. 

The shelves in all the cases are overcrowded; and 
at least twenty-five thousand specimens are packed 
away In boxes and drawers, awaiting study, and room 
In which to display them. The erection of one or 
more new cases is required. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

The summer courses of instruction in chemistry, 
offered to teachers by Harvard university, opened 
July 6, in the chemical laboratories of Boylston ball, 
and will continue six weeks. The course in general 
and descriptive chemistry is takeu by twelve persons, 
the course in qualitative analysis by ten, and quanti¬ 
tative analysts by five. There are also eight persons 
who are engaged on advanced quantitative analysis, 
organic chemistry, and original research. Lectures 
are given twice a week on general chemistry, dallv on 
qualitative analysis, and twice a week on quantitative 
analysis. The laboratories are open daily from 8 a.m. 
to 0 r.M, The following states are represented: 
Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Geor¬ 
gia. Of the thirty-five persons mentioned above, five 
are women, and eight are continuing their work from 
former courses. As in previous years, these courses 
are under the direction of Dr. C, F. Mabery. 


— Upon the death of Charles Darwin, last year, 
the advocates of evolution in the Paris anthropo¬ 
logical society organized a Conference annucllc trans¬ 
fer miste, in which one of their number who is a 
specialist shall set forth the manner In which the 
doctrine of transform ism has affected his department 
of research, and also the arguments which his studies 
have furnished for the substantiation of the doctrine. 
The opening lecture of the course was delivered by 
M. Mathias Duval; upon the mutual relations of 
evolution and the embryology of the eye, and is 
published in the Iteme seientijiqwf for May 12. The 
first, part of the discussion is an attack upon the 
doctrine of special creation and final causes. It 
does not seem to have come to the notice of our 
French colleagues, that the doctrine of special crea¬ 
tion, like all other doctrines (evolution, for instance), 
has modified Itself from time to time by the increase 
of knowledge. “ These admirable appropriations 
of an organ to an end,” says M. Duval, “are ex¬ 
plained by the gradual perfecting of a mechanism, 
which, setting forth from simple and elementary 
adjustments, develops, by heredity and selection, 
the forms that ate more and more advantageous to 
the individual. Upon the question whether embry¬ 
ology confirms this theory. It Is proposed to examine 
the successive forms which the eye presents in the 
animal series, and the successive stages of its de¬ 
velopment in man or the higher vertebrates. In 
other words, the phylogeny will first be questioned, 
and afterward the ontogeny, of the (flobe ocuiaire , to 
see whether these two series of facts are a repetition 
the one of the other,” Briefly passing over the 
unicellular forms, and those in which the eye Is un¬ 
differentiated, the author commences his more spe¬ 
cial investigation with the tunicates and amphioxus, 
from Which point the argument is conducted with 
great precision, and is well illustrated. 

— The French academy of sciences proposed as a 
subject for one of its 1882 prizes the following: “To 
find the origin of the electricity of the atmosphere, 
and the causes of the great development of electrical 
phenomena in storm-clouds.” Several memoirs were 
received by the academy; but no one of them was 
adjudged worthy of the prize, although a reward and 
encouragement of a thousand francs was granted to 
one of the competitors. The academy, therefore, 
continues the above as one of the prize subjects for 
1880. Memoirs will be received up to June 1, 1880. 
Each muHt be accompanied by a sealed envelope con¬ 
taining the name and address of the author. The 
envelope will not be opened unless the memoir Is 
successful. The value of the prize is three thousand 
franca, 

— The sixth annual convention of American libra¬ 
rians will be held In Buffalo, Aug. 14 to 17. The 
opening address will be delivered by the president, 
Justin Wlmor, Excursions will be made down the 
Niagara River, and, at the close of the session, to 
Niagara* Falls. Further details may be obtained 
from Mr. John N. Larned, Young men’s library, 
Buffalo? 

— The Smithsonian, institution will soon publish 
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Profensor Bolton’s Catalogue of scientific and teclmi 
cal periodicals. Proof-sheets have been sent to the 
leading libraries of the country, with the request that 
it should be noted what journals might be on their 
shelves; so that we shall have a complete list of 
available scientific periodicals. 

— The Johns Hopkins university circular for June 
is given up to a statement of the work of the past 
year, and a programme of the courses offered for the 
year 1883-84. 

— According to Nature> the emperor of Austria, 
on June 5, inaugurated the new Vienna observatory 
on the Turken Schanze, in the northern outskirts of 
the town. The new building has taken nine years 
to construct; and during that time the present di¬ 
rector has travelled all over Europe and America in 
order to study the construction and equipment of the 
best observatories. The result is, that the Vienna 
observatory is probably one of the most complete in 
existence. 

— Dr. Ph. Faufitschke’s work on the 4 Geof/rapk- 
iscke erforHchung ties qfrikanischen continents’ (Vi¬ 
enna, 18SU), in which he gave a brief statement of 
the work of ail explorers from ancient times down 
to the date of publication, is now supplemented by 
his 4 Ajrika-Hteratur in der zeit von 1500 bis 1750 n. 
OTir.’ (Vienna, 1882),—-a work of 122 pages, with 
1,212 titles. Valuable cartographic aid to study in 
the same direction is given in If. Kiepcrt’s maps 
of the progress of African exploration from 1750 to 
1873, and of the expeditions of this century, col¬ 
ored according to their nationality; these being pub¬ 
lished in the journal of the Berlin geographical 
society in 1873 and 1874, and again in the ten larger 
scale chans of inner Africa by Pefermann and Has- 
senstcin, issued as a supplement to the Mittheilungen 
in 1803. 

— Mr. W. G. Black is preparing the index for his 
Folk-mvdicine, already in print, and to be issued im¬ 
mediately by the Folk-lore society. The work treats 
of the origin and communication of disease, and the 
influence in folk-medicine of charms, saints, and 
heavenly bodies. 

The same society hopes soon to obtain for publi¬ 
cation a collection of Zulu nursery literature, which 
ha* been in the hands of Bishop Callaway for ten 
years. This will be an addition to folk-lore of very 
great interest and value. 


RECENT BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 
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THE ADVANTAGES OF STUDY AT THE 
NAPLES ZOOLOGICAL STATION. 

The opening of the marine laboratory in 
Naples in 1874 marks an important epoch in 
the progress 
of biological 
studies, as 
seen, not only 
in the prodi¬ 
gious and 
cver-increas- 
ingamountof 
work which 
it produces, 
but also in 
the general 
interest which 
its success 
has inspired 
in other quar¬ 
ters. As in 
America sea¬ 
side schools 
and laborato¬ 
ries may be 
traced to the 
example set 
at Fenikese, 
so in Europe 
most of the 
marine labo¬ 
ratories owe 
their origin 
to influences 
emanati n g 
from Naples, 

But the ben¬ 
eficial influ¬ 
ence of the 
Naples station is by no means confined to 
Europe. Already we hear of marine stations 
in Algiers* in Sydney, and in Java. In Japan 
too, as we are informed, a laboratory has been 
established by Professor Mitsukuri in a Buddh- 

Wo, —IMS. 


1st temple, — an example the moral of which 
is easily drawn. Thus the prediction made 
by the founder of the Naples station, Profes¬ 
sor Anton Dohrn, some ten years ago, —that 
marine zodlog}’ was destined to become para¬ 
mount, anti that the earth would soon be 

encircled by 
a net-work 
of zoological 
stations,— 
seems to he 
rapidly ap¬ 
proaching its 
fulfilment. 

Every one 
can now see 
that the Na¬ 
ples labora¬ 
tory was a gi¬ 
gantic enter¬ 
prise, mag¬ 
nificent alike 
in concep¬ 
tion and in 
achievement, 
although few 
are aware of 
the magni¬ 
tude and va¬ 
ried nature of 
the difficul¬ 
ties which 
opposed its 
progress. It 
is a matter 
for rejoicing, 
that this in¬ 
stitution was 
planned on 
such broad 
and liberal 
views, and with such wise prevision of the 
course its development should take in order 
to secure a long and prosperous existence. 
With the addition of a physiological depart¬ 
ment now determined upon, it becomes a bio- 
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logical station in the broader sense of the 
word,'—an organization on a grand scale for 
the study of marine life in all its aspects. Its 
brilliant career during the first nine years of 
its existence not only insures its permanency, 
but also gives pledge of future growth com¬ 
mensurate with the ever-expanding needs of 
biological research. 

The station is no less liberal in its manage¬ 
ment than comprehensive in its aims; for it 
opens its doors to naturalists from all quarters 
of the globe on like conditions. It is the in¬ 
ternational character of the station, combined 
with the natural advantages of situation, which 
has made it, in so short time, the Mecca of 
biologists, and a seat of unprecedented prolific 
activity. The mild and equable climate of 
Naples, the unsurpassed richness of the fauna 
and flora of its bay, and the best equipped 
laboratory in the world, conspire to give the 
Naples station pre-eminence among institu¬ 
tions of its kind, and to render it probable 
that it will remain what it is now acknowl¬ 
edged to be, — the world’s great biological 
station. 

The detailed account given in Miss Nunn’s 
valuable article (Science, Nos. 17 and 18) 
makes it unnecessary to enter here into a de¬ 
scription of the laboratory ; and Mr. Cunning¬ 
ham’s excellent review of the work which it* 
has already accomplished ( Nature , March 15) 
is doubtless accessible to most of the readers 
of Science. 

Let us rather consider the practical question 
of our own interest, as Americans, in this 
institution. Except in a single and note¬ 
worthy case of very recent date, we have thus 
far taken no active interest in this matter. 
The distance between us and Naples has 
seemed to foster the idea that we have no 
immediate and common concern with European 
nations in opportunities that lie so much near¬ 
er their doors than ours. But recent events 
have demonstrated that there is a demand on 
the part of American naturalists for just such 
opportunities as are now offered at Naples, and 
nowhere else; and with them political isola¬ 
tion is not likely to be mistaken for scientific 


isolation. That this demand does not arise 
from whimsical reasons will certainly be con¬ 
ceded by all who understand its meaning. Still 
there may be some who will ask if the field for 
investigation is not sufficiently broad at home, 
and the facilities for work sufficiently ample, 
to satisfy the requirements of American natu¬ 
ralists. With all due respect to such queries, 
we would suggest that the}’ do not contain 
the gist of the mutter: for even on the pre¬ 
posterous supposition that our facilities for 
biological research are fully as great as those 
at Naples, no one could claim that they are 
identical; so that it would still be pertinent to 
ask, Can we not profitably add the advantages 
in Naples to those enjoyed at home? The real 
question comes to this : Are there advantages 
at Naples which are not ottered here, and are 
they worth the time and money required to 
obtain them? Now, it is no disparagement 
to home talent and resources, to say that the 
advantages of study at the Naples station 
are incomparably greater, and certainly more 
numerous, than those at our command. More 
than this, there is not a single laboratory in 
Europe where the student of natural history 
can pursue his studies under so favorable cir¬ 
cumstances as at Naples, This is doubtless 
much to say, when we remember that the 
laboratories of Huxley, Lankester, Lacaze- 
Duthiers, Van Beneden, Leuokart, Haeckel, 
Gegenbaur, Claus, Semper, Kdlliker, Barrois, 
and Giard are of world-wide repute; but it 
is not merely our private opinion, it is an 
acknowledged fact* Of course, we are not 
now speaking of the comparative merits of this 
institution for students just beginning their 
studies, but for those who are already more or 
less prepared for independent work. 

The Naples station makes no pretension 
to fulfilling the functions of a school or a 
college: its aim is to advance biological fo- 
aearch ; and to this end it consecrates all its 
energies. It is a laboratory organized and 
equipped, not for training the inexperienced, 
but for aiding the investigator. It represents, 
in many respects, the excellences of all the 
best laboratories of Europe combined, and sur* 
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passes them all in the inexhaustible wealth of 
its resources, and in the many exceptional 
advantages that naturally spring from its inter¬ 
national character. 

Although no lectures or courses of instruc¬ 
tion are provided for, an able staff of assistants 
are constantly employed, whose aid and counsel 
in all matters pertaining to methods of work 
leave nothing to be desired. It is one of the 
great advantages of work at the station, that 
it gives one opportunities for the acquisition 
of methods. An institution which pushes 
research with such energy and success will 
naturally be prolific in the discovery of ways 
and means. The station brings together a 
body of zealous workers from the best labora¬ 
tories of Europe, and thus, besides giving a 
rare opportunity for the formation of valuable 
acquaintances, direct interchange of thought, 
and discussion of problems, opens another way 
for the accumulation and refinement of meth¬ 
ods. It is in this way that it becomes a sort 
of international depot for the reception of dis¬ 
coveries and improvements made elsewhere. 
The heterogeneous material thus obtained is 
sifted, systematized, tested, further elaborated 
and refined, and redistributed. The methods 
of microscopical research published by Paul 
Mayer, and the well-known discoveries of 
Giesbrccht, show that the station is doing 
no less important work as an originator than 
as an accumulator and a distributer of meth¬ 
ods. 

Now, whoever knows the value of methods 
— and we need not argue with those who do 
not — will admit, that, in this particular, the 
Naples station is unrivalled, and that, from 
the nature of things, it will probably remain 
so indefinitely. However successful we may 
become in the development and application of 
methods, we are not likely to see the time 
when it will not be desirable to see, and to 
know by experience, how work is done at 
Naples. This one liufc all-important matter, 
to Bay nothing of the many other advantages 
that must accrue to an occupant of a table at 
the station, — such as social intercourse, direct 
knowledge of a very important fauna, and 


opportunities of acquiring a knowledge of the 
four languages with which every naturalist must 
now be familiar, — makes it very desirable, 
particularly for our younger naturalists, to 
spend some time at Naples. 

One of the indispensable requisites to suc¬ 
cessful work in natural history is an extensive 
library ; and this is precisely one of the needs 
most felt in seaside laboratories. Asa rule, 
naturalists are compelled to select a few of the 
books which the}’ conjecture will be useful to 
them, and transport them to the place of study. 
This method is, of course, very unsatisfactory, 
for reasons too obvious to be mentioned. The 
Naples station has met this difficulty by estab¬ 
lishing a permanent library in an apartment 
adjoining its laboratory. Already this library 
1ms become one of the most complete biologi¬ 
cal libraries in Europe, and forms one of the 
chief attractions of the station. Its manage¬ 
ment, we are happy to say, is the least con¬ 
spicuous thing about it. Those accustomed 
to depend upon public libraries, open only at 
stated hours, approached only through officials, 
and encumbered with rules, blanks, fines, etc., 
have a pleasing sense of relief on finding the 
doors of this rich library thrown open to them, 
with the liberty of helping themselves at any 
time to whatever books are desired, with no 
further requirement than to place a card bear¬ 
ing their name in the place of each book taken. 
This simple device enables others who chance 
to want the same books to know precisely 
where to find them. 

The supply of material furnishes another 
topic well worth consideration in this connec¬ 
tion. It is the method of supply, rather than 
its richness, which rnerits attention. An organ¬ 
ized body of men is constantly employed for 
this purpose; and they make it their busi¬ 
ness not only to know what material can be 
obtained, but also when and where. These 
men now work with all the advantages of long 
experience and systematic training. The 
occupant of a table has only to announce 
what objeot he wishes to study, and it is de¬ 
livered alive at his table. In this way the 
investigator is able to accomplish the largest 
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amount of work in a given time, ami with the 
least possible annoyance. 

The furnishing of the table also dcsen'es 
attention. Within twenty-four hours after 
notice is given, one finds his table ready for 
use, supplied with drawing-material, a large 
variety of reagents, staining-fiuids, and all the 
appurtenances required for the most difficult 
kinds of research. It is not the raw material 
that one finds on his table, but every thing 
actually prepared and ready for immediate use. 
Further needs are promptly supplied on request. 
Thus every thing is arranged to save the time 
of the investigator, and render his work as 
effective as possible. Compare these facilities 
for stud} r with those offered any where else, and 
the contrast is at once apparent. 

The conservator's department, under the 
direction of Salvatore Lo Bianco, has become 
one of unusual interest and importance; and 
the work it is doing deserves to be generally 
known in this country. The work of this de¬ 
partment is the preservation of all the material 
brought to the station, except what is required 
to supply the tables and the public aquarium. 
The bucccss with which this most difficult busi¬ 
ness of preserving marine animals in lifelike 
appearance is accomplished, is certainly mar¬ 
vellous, and richly deserves the highest tribute 
of praise. This department is producing 
results of immense value to science, and its 
usefulness is now widely recognized. Its 
beautiful preparations adorn the shelves of 
nearly every museum in Europe; and it is 
constantly sending out supplies to laboratories 
for teaching purposes. Many naturalists who 
find it inconvenient to work at Naples are 
supplied by this department with material in 
such perfect state of preservation for anatomi¬ 
cal and histological study, that they are en¬ 
abled to carry out their investigations without 
once visiting the station. There are undoubt¬ 
edly museums and laboratories in this country 
that would do well to avail themselyes of this 
opportunity. This department has been cre¬ 
ated for the special purpose of serving science 
in the above-named ways, and not for increas¬ 
ing the funds of the station; and hence the 


preparations are made for a sum that scarcely 
more than covers the expense of the alcohol and 
other reagents used in their preservation. 

There is still another way in which this de¬ 
partment of the station mightbe of importance 
to this country. Doubtless some arrange¬ 
ments might be made between our naval au¬ 
thorities and the director of the station, aueh 
as have been made in the case of Germany 
and Italy, which would enable us to send an 
officer from time to time to the station, with 
a view to gaining a practical knowledge of 
the methods of preserving animals. In this 
way each of our war-ships might be supplied 
with one officer prepared to take advantage of 
the rare opportunities for advancing our knowl¬ 
edge of marine life wffiich arise in the course 
of their distant cruises. 

In view of the considerable number of Amer¬ 
ican students in the biological laboratories of 
Europe, and the many applications on their 
part for permission to work at Naples, there 
has naturally been some surprise at the fact 
that America has hitherto declined to con¬ 
tribute any thing towards the support of the 
station. The honor of taking the first step 
towards rectifying our mistake in this matter 
belongs to Williams college. It is to be 
hoped that the example set by President Car¬ 
ter and the trustees of this college will not 
long remain the only evidence of our appre¬ 
ciation of the Naples station. Three or four 
tables will at least be required to meet the 
demands of our zoologists alone, judging from 
the number now at work there. It is not 
right that American students should go to 
Naples as beggars, to be received out of cour¬ 
tesy, or indirectly through the liberality of 
English or German universities. Of the twen¬ 
ty-six tables now taken at the station, Ger¬ 
many controls twelve; Italy, four; England, 
two; Russia, two; Belgium, two; Holland, 
one; Hungary, one; Switzerland, one; and 
Williams college, one. There are four tables 
not yet disposed of, two of which, at least, 
should be secured at once by America. Will 
not some one or more of our universities take 
this matter in hand? 
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The establishment of a biological station at 
Wood’s Holl, which, in the hands of Professor 
Baird, will doubtless be pushed to a speedy 
completion, will create facilities for the study 
of marine life on a much larger scale than we 
have hitherto seen in this country ; and the 
successful issue of this enterprise, we venture 
to predict, will increase rather than diminish 
the number of American naturalists at Naples. 
Whatever improves our facilities for study 
will tend to increase the general interest in 
biology, and to augment the number of natu¬ 
ralists who will seek the best that the world 
affords in the way of methods. The time will 
never come when direct interchange of thought, 
and comparison of methods of research, will 
cease to be of the highest importance to the 
biologist. On the contrary, these things will 
become more and more a necessary part of the 
experience of ever)' one who aims to be a use¬ 
ful and successful student of life. The prog¬ 
ress of biological studies will soon create a 
demand for more than one international labora¬ 
tory, and we certainly hope that the new sta¬ 
tion at Wood’s Holl will take this character. 
The establishment of several great stations at 
different points, selected according to the rela¬ 
tive richness and importance of the fauna and 
flora, each offering facilities for study similar 
to those enjoyed at Naples, and open to nat¬ 
uralists of every country, would prepare the 
way for a concentration and organization of 
forces, and inevitably raise the standard of 
work, and check the accumulation of drift¬ 
wood, It is obvious that the usefulness of 
one station would not be impaired by the exist¬ 
ence of others, since the work of each would 
be supplementary to that of the others. 

The character and importance of the publi¬ 
cations of the station have been so well stated 
by Mr. Cunningham in the article before re¬ 
ferred to, that little remains to be said on this 
topic. In looking over the list of subscribers 
to the Fauna and flora, we are again forced 
to acknowledge the slender interest which 
America has taken in the Naples station. 
Here is a colossal series of magnificent mono¬ 
graphs, designed to give an exhaustive treat* 


ment of the plants and animals found in the 
Gulf of Naples, and published at a price that 
ought to insure them a place in the private 
library of every zoologist and botanist in the 
country ; and yet the list of subscribers, ac¬ 
cording to the last circular, numbers only eight. 
Even such countries as Holland and Switzer¬ 
land outdo us, Austria and Russia have each 
twice this number of subscribers ; Italy has 
nearly four times, England about five times, 
and Germany ten times, as many. 

As our poor representation cannot be at¬ 
tributed wholly to indifference, it is safe to 
conclude that these monographs are not so 
generally known as they deserve to be. Thirty 
of the series have already been announced, six 
of which have been completed. From two to 
four are published each year in quarto form, 
and illustrated with numerous expensive plates, 
at an annual subscription-price of only twelve 
dollars and a half. The number of subscribers 
is now two hundred and seventy, and the three 
hundred and fifty copies of Dr. Chun’s Mono¬ 
graphs der Ctenophorae — the first in the se¬ 
ries — have been already nearly exhausted. 
The monographs are written either in English, 
German, French, or Italian, according to 
the preference of the authors. Such brilliant 
achievements in the line of exhaustive research 
as are embodied in these monographs certain¬ 
ly command our homage, and assuredly de¬ 
serve a more generous recognition than they 
have yet received in this country, 

C. 0. Whitman. 


THE NATIONAL RAILWAY EXPOSI¬ 
TION A—III. 

In England and Europe generally, signals 
of every conceivable variety have been used ; 
but experience has shown that the semaphore 
is the best signal, and its universal adoption 
in Great Britain and on the busiest railways 
on the continent of Europe is a good exam¬ 
ple of the doctrine of the survival of the 
fittest. The exposition, we regret to observe, 
contains many forms of signals that are 
neither, distinct in appearance nor positive in 
meaning. It is hard to say whether some of 
them mean safety or danger, A mere change 

* Continued from No. 23. 
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of colbr from red r to white, without any 
change of form, conveys no information what¬ 
ever in certain states of the weather and with 
certain backgrounds. Other signals arc alike, 
back and front. Facing the train, they signify 
danger; standing edgewise, they mean safety : 
but unfortunately it is difficult to know 
whether they refer to an east-bound train or a 
west-bound train; and, though they may be 
placed on the right band of the engineer to 
whom they refer, this arrangement is not 
always free from ambiguity. 

The semaphore signals, as shown at the ex¬ 
position, consist of vertical posts which have 
one or more arms pivoted at their upper ends ; 
and these arms are capable of moving through 
a right angle in a vertical plane. An arm 
raised to a horizontal position signifies danger ; 
inclined at an angle of about 4.5°, it signifies 
safety. A powerful lamp is fixed near the top 
of the post; and, when the arm stands hori¬ 
zontally, a disk of red glass stands in front of 
the lens of the lantern, which then, of course, 
shows a red light, indicating danger. When 
the arm drops to an angle of 45°, the red disk 
moves, and leaves the lantern unobscured, 
showing a white light, and indicating safety. 

The semaphore arms are weighted, so that 
their normal position is horizontal, indicating 
clanger; and the signalman has to overcome 
this weight in pulling them to safety. The 
object of this arrangement is, that the break¬ 
age of the connection between the lever in the 
signalman’s cabin and the semaphore will 
release the signal, and let it fly to danger. 

It is usual to place one signal at or as near 
as possible to both the signalman’s cabin and 
the spot where the engine of an advancing train 
should stop if the signal is against the train. 
This signal is called the * home 1 or ‘ main # 
signal. Another t signal' is placed some dis¬ 
tance off in the direction from which the train 
comes : this is termed the 4 distant ’ signal. 
The object of this arrangement is, that, on 
catching sight of the distant signal, the engi¬ 
neer is warned, and has some time and distance 
in which to stop his train before he reaches 
the home signal, beyond which the danger lies. 

As the levers work switches and signals at 
a considerable distance, the connections be¬ 
tween them have to be carefully made and 
protected from accidental injury and the 
effects of the weather, while the difference in 
length due to difference in temperature has 
to be compensated for; so that the signal is 
moved with certainty, though the wire or 
pipe connecting it to the level 1 vary in length 
several inches in the twenty-four hours, owing 


to the difference in temperature 'between 
the day and night. The Pennsylvania steel 
company exhibits an especially neat device 
for keeping the wire or connection to a dis- 
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tant signal always tight. The wire is kept 
stretched by an ingenious application of the 
pull of a weight, which acts only when the 
signal is in its normal position of danger to 
which it is weighted. When the signal is 
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pulled to safety, it is directly controlled by 
the signalman. 

Connections to switches are generally made 
by means of rods or pipes jointed together, 
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and running on rollers. A 1 trunking * or 
wooden covering is then placed over them to 
protect them from snow and the feet of any¬ 
one walking about the yard. 

As it is very important that 
the movement of switches should 

be absolute and exact under all . .- 

conditions, — that is to say, 
that the switch be always cither 
tightly closed or wide open, and 
never stand partly open, — a compensating 
arrangement ie introduced half way between 
the switch and the signal, so that, whatever 
the variation of length of connection from tem¬ 
perature, the switch is unaffected, and its 
movements can always be under exact control. 
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The fall lines show the position in cold 
weather; the dotted lines, in hot. It is evi¬ 
dent, however much the rod expand, the 
distance between switch and signalman is un¬ 
altered, and therefore the movements of the 
switch and lever hre unaffected. 

In working railroads, some difficulty has 


always been experienced in keeping trains 
running in the same direction, on the same line 
of rails, from running into one another, as 
naturally, on a crowded line, an accidental stop¬ 
page to even a fast train may enable a slow 
train to overtake it and cause a rear collision. 
The Pennsylvania railroad adopted, some years 
ago, what is known as the block system, by 
which a definite interval of space (the dis¬ 
tance between two adjoining signal-cabins) 
can always be maintained l>e tween two follow¬ 
ing trains. The system is too well known to 
need description here; but Mr. George West- 
inghouse has invented a system in which the 
same results are obtained, not by men signal¬ 
ling from one cabin to another, but by the 
trains themselves operating signals through 
the medium of electricity. The principle of 
the invention is easily understood, although the 
details are complicated and the results mar¬ 
vellous. A battery is connected to each signal 
by means of the rails, the current flowing 
to the signal by one rail, and returning by 
the other. The presence of an axle and pair 
of wheels on the track enables the current to 
flow through them, instead of through the 
signal apparatus. Directly the current is thus 
short circuited, the signal flies to danger. 

This simple principle is so ingeniously worked 
out in detail, that a train approaching a road- 
crOsaing rings a bell fixed on a post at the 



I 



UU Mt r*tft or WHttll 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC BLOCK BTSTKM. 


crossing until the crossing is reached, when the 
bell stops ringing; and this is done by trains 
travelling in either direction. In working on 
an ordinary piece of road, two signals behind 
the train are always kept at danger; and, on 
a single line, two signals in advance of the 
train are always kept at danger against a train 
advancing in the opposite direction. In a few 
words, the trains warp one another of their 
proximity. 

We have dwelt on the subject of signals at 
considerable length, as the question is novel, 
and of groat and growing importance; and 
we have no doubt that those who take an inter¬ 
est in railroads have found much to be gained 
by visiting the exposition, and studying this 
question on the spot. The two exhibits we 
have mentioned represent the best results 
attained in England after forty years' patient 
and careM study of signals, under such trying 
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conditions that the very existence of railways 
there depends upon the handling of enormously 
concentrated traffic with safety, certainty, and 
rapidity ; and the results of these labors are 
probably not far from a perfect solution of the 
problem, and deserve our most earefhl study. 

(To be continued,) 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL 

ENGINEERS . 1 — IL 

On Thursday the convention again assem¬ 
bled at St. Paul, at 11 a.m., and listened to a 
paper by J. P. Frizzell of St. Louis, upon the 
water-power at St. Anthony's Falls. The 
height of fall, watershed, rainfall, and horse¬ 
power utilized were given. lie criticised the 
means taken for preserving the falls, the build¬ 
ing of storage-dams at the head waters of the 
Mississippi, and the method of using the water 
at Minneapolis'. He condemned the waste of 
power occasioned by a gross disregard of the 
laws of hydraulics, and pointed out the remedy. 
He stated that three things should be done, — 
the U. 8. government must be induced to with¬ 
draw wholly, leaving the work of preservation 
of the falls to the owners of water-power; the 
two companies controlling the power must be 
united under one management ; the natural 
width of channels at the falls must be restored. 

Capt. O. E. Michaelis, U.S.A., followed with 
a short paper on metrological investigations, 
which he said were brought about by the at¬ 
tempt to determine how much a certain bullet 
was ‘ out of true.* He constructed and exhib¬ 
ited an instrument closely allied to the sphe- 
rometer, to which he gave the name of * tripod 
caliper.* He read results of measurements with 
this instrument, and applied it further to testing 
the accuracy of one turn of a screw-thread. 

Mr. D. J. Whittemore, chief engineer of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul railway, 
read a brief paper on the use of the Nasmyth 
steam-hammer for driviug piles, and gave in¬ 
stances of the hindrance which a very slight 
4 brooming * of the pile-head offered to the 
effective action of the hammer. He also sub¬ 
mitted a section from the top of a green Nor¬ 
way pine pile, where the friction of the fibres, 
under the rapid blows of the hammer, had 
generated sufficient heat to burn the heart of 
the head of the pile quite across. 

Papers by Benjamin Reece, of Toledo, 0., 
upon railway-track repairs, and by J. W. Put¬ 
nam, upon cause of decay in timber, were read 
by title, and ordered printed in the proceedings. 

1 Concluded from Xo. 24. 


In another room, before the persons most 
directly interested, a paper was read by F. P. 
Stearns of Boston, upon the current meter, 
giving a theory for the maximum velocity of 
water, flowing in an open channel, being found 
below the surface. 

The society then held a business-meeting, in 
which a committee for nominating officers of 
the society was elected. Committees on uni¬ 
form tests of cement and on the preservation 
of timber were granted further time. The 
committee appointed to procure aid from Con¬ 
gress to carry on the tests of iron and steel 
reported progress, and was continued. 

The special committee on standard time 
made a report through Dr. Eggleston to the 
effect that they had obtained a general expres¬ 
sion of opinion from men prominent as engi¬ 
neers, railway managers and operators, and 
others in all parts of the United States and 
Canada, and found that exceptional unanimity 
prevailed with respect to the fundamental prin¬ 
ciple which should govern in the adoption of 
a system of standard time for the whole coun¬ 
try; The benefits of a change from the present 
lack of system were illustrated, and it was 
claimed that the time had arrived for action in 
the matter. The report was accepted, and the 
committee continued. 

The convention at St. Paul then adjourned. 
The U. S. engineer officers on duty in this 
vicinity had an exhibit, in another room, of 
plans showing the various works of improve¬ 
ment under their charge. 

On Friday, June 22, the convention met in 
Minneapolis. The party was carried from 
Hotel Lafayette across Lake Minnetonka by 
steamer, and thence by a narrow-gauge railway, 
in open cars, to the city. The meeting took 
place in the opera-house. A welcome was 
given by ex-Mayor Rand in behalf of the city; 
a reply and the annual address, in the absence 
of President Charles Paine, was read by 
Director William Metcalf, who took for his 
subject 4 Engineering improvements in the 
Mississippi valley.’ 

Mr. William P. Shinn then read a paper 
upon the subject, 4 How can railways be made 
more efficient in the transportation of freight ? * 
which is a sequel to his paper of similar title 
read at the annual meeting in 1882, and aims 
to sum up the discussion, and more particularly 
to reply to the criticisms of Mr. 0. Chanute 
thereon. He claims that facts and figures, 
which he adduces, prove that the present mile¬ 
age basis for the adjustment of car accounts be¬ 
tween different railroad companies is unjust to 
the companies furnishing the cars; that it is 
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costly and discouraging to prompt shippers; 
that it leads to slow movement of loaded cars 
and to non-movement of empty cars; that it 
is not practised in other countries, nor does 
an}' like practice obtain in any other business in 
this country. The per-diem basis, on the con¬ 
trary, is perfectly practicable, as proved by two 
years* trial on the Union Pacific, and Chicago, 
Burlington, and Quincy railroads, and its use 
in a modified form in two European countries. 

At noon the convention adjourned. The 
rest of the day, and Saturday, were given up 
to the very pleasant excursions and entertain¬ 
ments furnished by the people of the vicinity. 

If one-half as much is done to render the 
coming meeting of the American association 
pleasant, those who attend will find themselves 
well entertained. 


SOME GEYSER COMPARISONS. 

Hayden’s twelfth annual report, published 
by the U. S. interior department, has been in 
the printer’s hands for some time, and will 
doubtless be shortly issued from the govern¬ 
ment printing-office. Part ii. of this report 
relates to the Yellowstone national park, and 
in it the hot-springs are fully described, and 
the geology ami topography of the park treated 
of in detail. 

It is proposed here to point out briefly some 
of the differences in relation to geysers be¬ 
tween the results of the work in the park and 
those reached by Bunsen in his study of the 
Iceland Add. It is uot necessary to present 
Bunsen’s conclusions in detail, nor to describe 
his theory, with which doubtless the majority 
of the readers of Science are familiar. 

Bunsen’s conclusions, as presented here, are 
mainly the same as stated by LeConte in his 
Elements of geology, although not considered 
in the same order. 

1. Bunsen found in Iceland two kinds of 
springs, viz., acid springs and alkaline car¬ 
bonate springs; and he says that only alkaline 
carbonate springs become siliceous, and that 
only silicated springs form geysers. 

2. The silica in solution does not deposit 
on cooling, but only by drying. 

Our observations in the Yellowstone national 
park in the main verify this last conclusion, 
and it is inserted, because LeConte takes ex¬ 
ception to it as follows: " This, however, is 
not true; for the Yellowstone geyser-waters, 
which 1 deposit abundantly by cooling, evidently 
because they contain much more silica than 
those of Iceland/' 

* 1 TbU 1* evidently a grammatical error. 


The following table gives the results of the 
observations in the park as far as they have 
been made in regard to the points just epu- 


me rated. 




Name. 

Character 

of 

spring. 

Grain* of 
Milica to 

Reaction 

of 

1 water. 

Condition of water 
after three year*, 

Imperial 

gallon. 

j 

i when bottlee were 
j opened. 

Jug . . 

Quiet *prV» 

14,56 \ 

Alkaline, 

Perfectly clear, no 
deposit. 

Perfectly clear, no 

Echinus . j 

Gey*er . . 

10.00 

Acid . . 




dcpo*H. 

Pearl . . 

Oev«er . . 

I 

7.S4 

Alkaline. 

Clear, with email 




deposit of gelatl* 
nou*» *ilicn. 


Opal . . 

Quiet epr’g, 

55.76 , 

Alkaline,'Opaline aa when 

1 bottled, no de- 




1 

j 

po*H in bottle. 


Here, then, we have an alkaline spring and 
an acid spring, both of which are geysers. We 
see, also, that the mere fact of cooling has little 
to do with the throwing down of the silica, 
nor does the precipitation ap}>ear to be due to 
tlie amount of silica held in the water. Ordi¬ 
narily the formation of siliceous sinter or 
geyseritc must be explained by the evapora¬ 
tion or drying of the water as it flows from the 
springs, or falls from the geysers. 

The chimney-like form is very noticeable in 
the craters of the Yellowstone geysers; and 
LeConte attributes it to the greater abundance 
of silica in solution in the waters of the Yel¬ 
lowstone geysers/ 

As a fact, however, the analyses already 
made of gcyser-w&ters from the park show 
usually a smaller percentage of silica than do 
those of Iceland. Opal spring (see table 
above) is an exception, and it is a spring 
without the least appearance of a crater or 
chimney. The real explanation is probably 
ih the greater age of our geyser region. 

3. Bunsen’s conclusions as to temperature 
are as follows : — 

a. The temperature increases with the depth 
of the tube. 

b. At no point in the tube does the water 
have the temperature of ebullition which it 
should have under the pressure to which it is 
subjected. 

c. The temperature depends on the time 
that has elapsed since the last eruption; and, 
ns a great eruption approaches, the nearer it 
comes to the boiling-point. 

d. At a depth of forty-flve feet in the Great 
geyser, the difference between the observed 
temperature and the calculated boiling-point 
of the water for that depth and pressure was 
the least. 

* 1 Element* of geology, p. 104. 
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In the Yellowstone national park, wherever 
deep temperatures were taken in active springs 
and geysers, they were found to increase with 
the depth ; but temperatures of ebullition were 
found at the surface of many springs, and in 
some the temperatures exceeded the boiling- 
point. As the time for an eruption in a geyser 
approached, the temperature increased, which 
fact agrees with Bunsen's observations. 

In 1865 a Mr. Bryson of Edinburgh found 
that the tube of the Great geyser of Iceland 
has a ledge about forty-five feet below the top 
of the tube, and that, from ben oath this ledge, 
steam-bubbles rose while the tube was filling. 
A thermometer sunk to this point was violently 
dashed about and broken, but, when sunk 
below it, was quiet and undisturbed. The 
conclusion is, that here is an opening by which 
steam and superheated water have access to 
the main geyser-tube from the side. Similar 
side-openings are known to exist in Strokhr; 
but the Great geyser is so filll of water that its 
structure cannot be so readily studied as in 
the case of the smaller Strokhr. In Bunsen’s 
theory this point forty-five feet below the sur¬ 
face plays an important part. He allowed his 
thermometer to remain at the bottom of the 
geyser-tube during a great eruption, and it 
was undisturbed. Mr. Bryson's discovery 
explains its safety. It was below the active 
side-vent of the geyser. 

Bunsen's conclusion would therefore prob¬ 
ably iiave to be modified so far as relates 
to the temperature of ebullition not being 
reached ; for, could he have obtained teuqier- 
atures in the side-conduit, there is but little 
doubt that the boiling-point would soon have 
been reached, even for the pressure of that 
depth. The mass of water in the main tubes 
prevents that condition at the surface; and, 
when it is attained opposite the aperture, an 
eruption occurs. 

Bunsen's theory of the formation of geyser- 
tubes also requires some modification. Con¬ 
trary to his opinion, the deposit of silica is 
not necessary for geyserio action. In the 
Gibbon geyser basin An the national park are 
several geysers conspicuous from the small 
amount of siliceous deposit surrounding them; 
and one in 1878 was entirely without a deposit, 
having just broken out as a steam-vent. By 
the following year it had settled down to regu¬ 
lar geyser action. 

As already mentioned, there are, in the park, 
geysers the water of which is acid in reaction; 
and therefore the theory that before develop- 
ing into a geyser the spring roust pass through 
a preliminary tranquil or non-eruptive stage 


(in which it is an acid spring) is not war¬ 
ranted by the facts' observed in the Yellow¬ 
stone region. It is probable that all geysers 
are originally due to a violent outbreak of 
steam and water, and that the first stage is 
that of a huge steam-vent. Under such con¬ 
ditions, irregular cavities and passages arc 
more likely* to be formed than regular tubes. 
The lining of the passages and tubes takes 
place afterwards, and is a slow process. 
Whether the subterranean passages in which 
the water is heated are narrow channels, en¬ 
largements of tubes, or caverns and tubes, is 
probably of little consequence, except as the 
periods or intervals of the geyser are influenced. 
If water in a glass tube be heated rapidly 
from the bottom, it will be violently expelled 
from the tube, or, if boiled in a kettle that has 
a lid and a spout, either the lid will bo blown 
off, or the water will be forced out of the 
spout. In the first case we have an explana¬ 
tion, in part at least, of Bunsen's theory ; and 
the second exemplifies the theories which pre¬ 
suppose the existence of subterranean cavi¬ 
ties and connected tubes. The simpler the 
form of the geyser-tube, the less is the im¬ 
pediment to the circulation of the superheated 
water; and in this fact lies the explanation 
of the difference between constantly boiling 
springs and geysers. The variations and 
modifications of the subterranean water-pas¬ 
sages, however, must be important factors 
entering into any complete explanation of gey* 
seric action, 

Bunsen’s theory, somewhat modified, is 
probably the best yet proposed, especially that 
part of it which explains the effect of the rise 
of water nearly at the boiling-point to an 
upper portion of the channel where its tem¬ 
perature is in excess of that necessary to cause 
ebullition. The excess of heat is violently 
and instantaneously applied to the production 
of steam, McKenzie, in 1810, also recognized 
the fact that the sudden evolution of steam 
was the proximate cause of the eruptions ; but 
he could not account for their periodical pro¬ 
duction. 

The water of geysers and hot-springs has 
been boiled and reboiled for an inconceivable 
period, and is freed from air as no other water 
is. Its cohesion is therefore immensely in¬ 
creased ; and this fact, together with the 
obstruction to the free escape of steam caused 
by irregularities in the channels, offers a com¬ 
plete explanation of the superheating of the 
water; and it is well known, tfoat, when water 
so heated does boil, the production of vapor 
is instantaneous. A. C. Pkaus. 
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THE AFFINITIES OF RICHTHOFENIA. 

I)u. W. Waagen considers the results of hta recent 
study of the new genus Richthofenia Kays. (Anemia 
Lawrenclana Koninck) so remarkable as to deserve 
a preliminary notice (Bee, geol. tturvl India, xvl. 1). 
Mr. Barrandc and Professors Valeria and Mbller 
were of opinion that this fossil was more nearly re¬ 
lated to the corals than to any other class of animals, 
while Professors Zittel and Lindstrdm seemed to bo 
in favor of the view that It was a braohlopod. lu 
favor of the latter view, the microscopic structure of 
the shell is the most important point. Its silky 
lustre is identical with that of Productus, though 
this seems to he effected by different means, in the 
shell of Productus It is caused by obliquely ascending 
prisms, whilst in Richthofenia it depends apparently 
on the fine lamination of the shell, as in Placuna or 
similar genera. Of great Importance is the prismatic 
structure of the single laminae of which the shell 
of Richthofenia is composed. Such a prismatic 
structure Is chiefly characteristic of mollusks and 
molluscoids. Dr. Waagen has never yet observed 
this structure in corals. In Caleeola sandalina, 
which seems the most kindred form among corals, a 
microscopic section through the larger valve showed 
well Its radial septa ; but all these septa exhibited a 
granular, not a prismatic structure. The punctatlon 
of the shell is very similar to that of Productus, and 
so are the hollow root-like tubes which penetrate the 
shell-substance of the larger valve, and adhere to other 
bodies. The smaller valve can also be very well 
compared to the same valve of Productus, although 
it is doubtful whether the thick parallel ridges on 
the hinge-line of this valve of Richthofenia can at all 
be compared to a cardinal process, and whether the 
impressions on the valve can be taken as muscular 
impressions. Ueniform bodies are most certainly 
absent. Nevertheless, among the brachlopods, the 
Productldes are the only ones to which the genus 
Richthofenia might stand in any relation. 

Richthofenia possesses certain points of resem¬ 
blance with rugose corals, — the irregular parti¬ 
tions in the lower part of the larger valve ; the 
columella-like portion, which is divided off by three 
vertical septa ; these septa themselves, which can 
well be compared to the primary and the two lateral 
septa of a rugose coral ; the celhilar structure of the 
shell; the septa-llke ridges on the outer wall of 
the animal chambers, which are in connection with 
the hollow canals which pierce the substance of the 
shell ; and the tortuous tubes themselves, into which 
the canals are prolonged on the outer side of the 
larger valve. There can be no doubt, that on first 
inspection, ignoring the silky lustre of*the shell, one 
would be far more likely to regard this fossil as a 
coral than as a brachlopod. 

The points of similarity between Richthofenia and 
the Rudista, chiefly Hippurites, are not very numer¬ 
ous, If we make a section of Richthofenia from the 
hinge-line to the opposite wall, so as just to touch 
the median vertical septum, we obtain a figure very 
similar to what a Hippurites shows when cut so as 
to touch the first columellar fold. Another point of 


similarity consists in the direction of the prisms, of 
which the substance of the shell is composed. The 
Rudista differ from all the other groups of Ptdecypoda 
in having the prisms of the outer shell arranged ver¬ 
tically ; i.e., longitudinally to the whole extension 
of the shell. The same is the case in the median 
shell-layer of Richthofenia. A third point of great 
importance exists In the palUal impression which 
is common to Richthofenia and the Rudista ; and, 
finally, it is not quite certain that the sinuatlons of 
the large valve of Richthofenia on both sides of the 
hinge-line, which stand in so close a connection to 
the lateral vertical septa, may not be regarded as the 
beginning of the infoldings of the shell, so character¬ 
istic of the Rudista. The distance in time between 
Richthofenia, which comes probably from the limits 
between the carboniferous and Permian formations, 
and the Rudista, which are for the most part upper 
cretaceous, is so enormous, and the absence of every 
connecting-link so complete, tbat a close affinity be¬ 
tween the paleozoic and the cretaceous forms should 
not be expected. It will therefore only be possible 
to prove the connection between the present fossil 
and the Rudista, when further members of such a 
developmental series are discovered. 

As the case now stands, it will be most prudent, 
in accordance with the microscopic structure of the 
shell, to consider the fossil as something like a 
brachiopod. As far as Dr. Waagen’s opinion goes, 
he is convinced that Richthofenia is a member of 
a series, which, branching off somewhere from the 
rugose corals, has reached in Richthofenia a brachio- 
pod-llke stage, and is going to terminate its career 
as a Pclecypod, as one of the Rudista. But opinion 
Is nothing in science, and proofs are every thing. 
As yet, it cannot be positively denied that Richtho¬ 
fenia may be a predecessor of the Rudista. 

J. B. Mabcott, 


THE GREENWICH OBSERVATORY, 

Among the leading points referred to in the report 
of the astronomer royal, W. H. M, Christie, F.R.S., 
to the board of visitors of the Royal observatory, 
Greenwich, read at the annual visitation bn June 2, 
are the following: — 

Besides the regular subjects of observation with 
the transit-circle,—the sun, moon, planets, and fun¬ 
damental stars, — a new working-list of 2,fl()0 stars, 
comprising all those down to the sixth magnitude 
inclusive, and not observed since I860, has been pre¬ 
pared, and was brought into use at the beginning of 
March. The entire number of trails!ts observed with 
this instrument during the year was 4,488; deter¬ 
minations of colHmation-em>r,354; determinations of 
level-error, 828; number of circle-observations, 4,485; 
determinations of nadir-point, 298; reflection-obser¬ 
vations of stars, 484. Comet « 1882 was observed 
seven times on the meridian, and comet b 1882, three. 
The routine reductions of all the observations with 
this instrument are reported in an extraordinary 
state of forwardness.* From the beginning of this 
year, a correction of — 0",39 has been applied to the 
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result* of the nadir-observations to make them agree 
In the mean with the results of the reflection-obser¬ 
vations of stars. Tina dincordance was insignificant 
in 1878, and is on the increase: its source has not 
yet been traced. Three determinations of flexure 
have been made during the year. The correction for 
J R—D) the error of assumed co-latitude, and the posi¬ 
tion of the ecliptic, have been Investigated for 1882, 
The value for the co~latitude, from the observations of 
1882, is 38° 3J / 21".93. The correction to the tabular 
obliquity of the ecliptic is + 0" 44. The mean error 
of the tabular right ascension of the moon, from 
observations with the transit-circle, is + 0*.82, 

The observations of the moon with the altazimuth 
have been restricted to the semi-lunation between 
last quarter and first quarter ; anti some limitations 
have been adopted in the computations which 
render the reduction of observations with this in¬ 
strument comparatively light. The moon’s diameter 
has been measured thirty-three times, counting meas¬ 
ures in both co-ordinates with the transit-circle and 
the altazimuth. 

A very valuable addition has been made to the 
instruments of the Royal observatory by the gift of 
the Lassell two-feet reflecting equatorial, generously 
presented by the Hisses Lassell. This is the instru¬ 
ment with which the Saturnian satellite Hyperion was 
discovered In 1848. It was removed from Maiden¬ 
head early in March, and has been suitably mounted 
in the grounds of the Royal observatory. The tele¬ 
scope has two large mirrors available for U9e; and 
the astronomer royal contemplates attaching one of 
them to the tube of the * south-east equatorial,’ which 
has a firm mounting and a perfect clock-work, and 
employing it for spectroscopic and photographic 
work. The Lassell telescope Itself is well suited for 
the observation of falut satellites and comets which 
are beyond the present instrumental means of the 
observatory. 

The observations of the solar eclipse of 1882, May 
17, with the south-east equatorial, have been com¬ 
pletely redutsed, and the final equations solved. 

Spectroscopic observations during twelve months 
have been somewhat restricted through the pressure 
of photographic reductions at the time of a maxi¬ 
mum of Hun-spot frequency. The solar prominences 
were observed on eight days, and four sun-spots 
were examined on eight days with reference to 
broadening of lines in their spectra. The spectrum 
of the great spot of 1882, Nov. 12-26, showed some 
remarkable reversals of the lines of hydrogen and 
sodium, and extraordinary displacement of the F line. 

As regards determinations of motion of stars In the 
line of sight, a hundred and forty-two measures have 
been made of the displacement of the § line in the 
spectra of twenty-three stars, and twenty-six meas¬ 
ures of the line 6i in nine stars. The observations 
of Sirius during the past winter tend, on the whole, 
to confirm the impression that the rate of recession 
of this star had diminished progressively since 1877, 
and that its motion is now on the point of being 
converted into one of approach* 


The spectrum of comet a 1882 was examined on 
three nights; that of the great comet b 1882, also on 
three nights; and that of comet a 1883, on one night. 
The spectrum of the first-named object showed the 
yellow sodium fines with great brilliancy just before 
perihelion passage, The spectrum of the aurora 
was also examined in 1882, Nov. 17. The spectro¬ 
scopic observations of all kinds are completely re¬ 
duced to 1883, May 20. 

During the year ending at this time, photographs 
of the sun were taken on two hundred days, and 
three hundred and thirty-nine plates have been 
selected for preservation. The sun’s disk was free 
from spots on seven days; and, since the extraordi¬ 
nary outburst of last November, the sun has been 
comparatively quiescent. The astronomer royal pro¬ 
poses soon to employ a modified photoheliograph for 
this work, so as to obtain photographs of the sun 
eight inches in diameter instead of four. The meas¬ 
urement of a large number of Indian and other 
photographs of the sun, required to fill gaps in the 
Greenwich series, has been completed, these photo¬ 
graphs having been received from the Solar physics 
committee. 

The course of the magnetic observations has 
remained the same as in former years. Improve¬ 
ments have been made in the methods of photo¬ 
graphic registration. There has been considerable 
magnetic activity during the year. The disturbances 
of November last are to be detailed graphically In the 
‘Greenwich magnetic results for 1882,’ Particulars 
of magnetic disturbances are regularly communicated 
to the Colliery guardian newspaper, for the infor¬ 
mation of mining surveyors. 

The mean temperature of 1882 was 49°,6, or 0°.l 
lower than the average. The highest air-tempera¬ 
ture was 81°.0, on Aug. 6; and the lowest, 22°.2, on 
Dec. 11. The mean monthly temperature was above 
the average from January to May, then below until 
September, and differed little from the average dur¬ 
ing the remainder of the year. The mean daily 
motion of the air was 306 miles, 27 miles greater 
than the average. The greatest daily motion was 758 
miles, on Nov. 4; and the least, 80 miles, on Dec. 11. 
The greatest hourly veloctty*was 64 miles, Oct. 24. 
The number of hours of bright sunshine, as recorded 
by Campbell's sunshine Instrument, was 1,245; that 
is, 40 hours above the average of the five preceding 
years. The rainfall of 1882 was 26.2 inches, slightly 
above the average. 

In conclusion, the restriction In the observations 
of the moon with the altazimuth enables more 
attention to be given to observations with the equa¬ 
torial®. Two observers are now available for spectro¬ 
scopic observations during the coming year. Mr. 
Christie characterises the past year as, In some 
slight degree, one of transition, and preparation for 
future work. Some administrative changes have 
been made; but the regular course of observation 
and reduction has not been disturbed, and the stand¬ 
ard meridian observations have been maintained in 
full vigor. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 
Impregnation in the turkey. 

When I wa# a boy, my father used to send me to 
some of the neighbors with our turkey-hen, and we 
left her there with the cock a day or so. Either this, 
or we would borrow a cock for a day or so, and turn 
him with our hen. This was not only for one year, 
but our custom; as we never wintered a turkey-cock, 
and we did raise turkeys by this process. There was 
no possibility of the turkey-cock getting with our 
hen after the contact mentioned above,- 1 did not 
know that this fact wan still unknown to people. 
What Is still a question that 1 should like settled by 
experiment is, whether the spermatozoids are re¬ 
tained somewhere in the oviduct until the eggs reach 
a certain stage of development, or whether they at 
once impregnate the eggs. W. Mann. 

Potsdam, N.Y., .July 6. 

[We give place to the foregoing extract from Mr. 
Mann's letter, referring to Mr. Shepard’s communi¬ 
cation in No. 20, p, .V7ti, on the same subject. There 
are probftbiv many species of birds in which one con¬ 
ned ion with the male suffices to impregnate a whole 
batch of eggs. That the turkey, like the common 
hen, (h one of these, is a fact which hardly requires 
further confirmation. There can be little question 
that the spertnatozoids are retained fit the oviduct, 
as in other animals, and the eggs impregnated as 
they successively mature.] 

Maoloskie’s Elementary botany. 

The review with which you favor my Elementary 
botany catechise* me as to whether 1 am sure that 
the seeds of Lepldium emit mucilaginous threads. 
Permit me to answer that I am sure, having made 
the experiment a dozen limes. Violets, besides the 
orders cited by the reviewer, prove that the state¬ 
ment as to cymose flowers being actinomorphic re¬ 
quires modification. 1 sympathize with the objection 
to the terms * exotest * and * endoiest; * but the terms 
1 prhnine* and * secundine * are bewildering to authors 
as well a* students, and give priority to the part which 
)s in mo*t cases a result of secondary differentiation; 
‘tegmen’ is obsolete, and the whole subject of the 
development and structure of the seed-wall requires 
revision ; hence the provisional use of terms which, 
though hybrid, are easily understood, and not likely 
to mislead the young. G. Macloskie. 

July io, im . 

[We conjecture that Professor Macloskie had mixed 
in his mind, or at least In his statement, two different 
cases,— one, that in which the wall of the Burface- 
cells of the seed-coat, changed into a substance which 
swells into mucilage upon wetting, comaina a spiral 
thread, as in Colloniia; the other, In which there is 
no contained thread. According to our observations, 
the seeds of Lepldium belong to the latter: hence 
the ‘catechism,* which was intended to call attention 
to a possible oversight. We have to-day verified our 
observation upon seeds of Lepldium ruderale. Per¬ 
haps Professor Macloskie will kindly indicate the 
species in which he found the threads. — Reviewer. ] 

Primitive streak of vertebrates. 

Dr. Strahl of Marburg has had the kindness to 
write to me concerning the attract of his researches 
(Science, i. 52i). A part of his letter contains an 
explanation which 1 shall be glad to have published 
in justice to Dr. Strahl. Translated, the passage is 
'as follows:**- 

“ As regards the esteemed remark at the dose of 


the abstract, — that I have declared erroneous Bal¬ 
four’s comparison between the primitive streak and 
neuronteric canal on one side, and the blastopore of 
Amphia and fishes on the other,— the remark may 
be due to a misunderstanding. So far as known to 
me from his descriptions, Balfour placed the neuren- 
teiic canal at the anterior end of the primitve streak. 
But, as 1 have shown in my paper, the neurenteric 
canal originally lies in the middle of the primitive 
streak. The object of my demonstration is to show 
that the premises from which Balfour starts do not 
agree with the observations : this, I believe, was 
accomplished. This would also decide the second 

S oint made by you, — that my argumentation against 
alfour was defective.” 

I am much indebted to Dr. Strahl for his letter, 
and I think others will value his short statement of 
his position. Charles Sedgwick Minot. 

In an Indian grave. 

Tn an Indian grave in Santa Barbara county, Cal., 
the writer found a beautiful specimen of doubly ter¬ 
minated limpid quartz, with a cavity half an inch 
long containing water or some other fluid. It was 
about four feet below the surface, and had been care¬ 
fully deposited with many other stone Implements, 
and was doubtless highly prized by its aboriginal 
owner. Striven Bowers. 


WARD'S DYNAMIC SOCIOLOGY. 

H. 

It is proposed to show the relation of Mr. 
Ward’s publication to current thought. 

The law is composed of the rules of conduct 
which organized society endeavors to enforce. 
The law, therefore, represents the quantity and 
quality of regulation, or, in other words, of 
government, which the people of the state 
in their corporate capacity deem necessary for 
their welfare^ With respect to the amount 
and kind of government (i.e,, of regulation, 
i.e., of law) which the best interests of society 
require, there is & very wide divergence of 
opinion between the chief publicists of civil¬ 
ized nations and the people themselves as 
they are represented by law-making bodies. 
The publicists tell us we are governed too 
much; but the people are demanding more 
government, and, in obedience to this demand, 
law-making bodies are rapidly extending the 
scope of law. The carefbl observer of the 
progress of government, who is at the same 
time a careful reader of opinion presented in 
the larger body of works on state craft, in the 
more carefully prepared dissertations on this 
subject appearing in the great reviews, and in 
many of the best editorials of the daily press, 
is astonished at the extreme conflict between 
opinion and practice. 

There are two classes of law-making bodies, 
— courts' and legislatures. The growth of 
law through the courts is almost unrecognized 
by the people at large; yet its development 
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by this agency is perhaps more rapid than by 
legislation. The legal principles enunciated 
in the decisions of a system of courts such as 
we have under the general government and in 
the several states arc rapidly developing to 
meet the demands of the vigorous grow lit of 
civilization. Some months ago the public 
prints announced a decision of the supreme 
court of California which well illustrates this 
statement. In more than two-fifths of Lite area 
of the United States all agriculture is dependent 
upon artificial irrigation. In 1866 the Con¬ 
gress of the United States, in order to promote 
mining industries in this region, and inci¬ 
dentally to promote agriculture, -enacted a 
statute giving to individuals and corporations 
the right to take the water of the running 
streams of that country from the natural 
channels in which they run, and use the same 
for mining and agricultural purposes. Now, 
the nature of this use is such that the water 
itself cannot be returned to the natural chan¬ 
nels to be used again ; and by this law the an¬ 
tecedent common law relating to riparian rights 
was repealed. As the agricultural interests 
of the country were developed, it was soon 
discovered that all agricultural operations were 
under the control of water companies; for 
these companies claimed ownership to the 
Water, and the right to use it themselves or to 
sell it to whom they pleased. But the decision 
mentioned above was to the effect that these 
companies possess only the water-ways, the 
canals and hydraulic appliances connected 
therewith; that they are common carriers of 
water, and are themselves subject to the law 
relating to common carriers. By reflection it 
will be perceived that this decision wilt affect 
vast interests, and deeply influence the daily 
life of thousands, and eventually of millions, of 
people. This serves to illustrate the nature 
of the court-made law, which is so rapidly 
growing, and affecting in a multitude of ways 
the relations of men, and restricting the rights 
of the few for the benefit of the many, which 
is in the very nature of law. In the above 
statement it will be observed that the initial 
change in the law was the statute of 1806. 
So the national and state legislatures are con¬ 
stantly engaged in making new laws for the 
government of the people; and this, in the 
main, ever in obedience to popular demand. 

Such ia the practice. The legislature stimu¬ 
lates the court, and legal decisions .incite new 
legislation ; and thus it is that the public 1 men 
of this country and of other civilized nations 
devote their energies to the development of 
government by devising new laws for the reg¬ 


ulation of conduct, and creating new offices 
for the administration of law. 

Again : in eveiy community there is a body 
of good and earnest people demanding reform, 
or devising methods for the improvement of 
mankind in diverse ways,—for the relief of 
the unfortunate, for the education of the 
masses, to diminish suffering, crime, and 
ignorance; and the energies of these people, 
exerted everywhere, in season and out of 
season, create a sentiment that law-making 
bodies cannot ignore. 

Yet, in opposition to all this, the publicists 
ask for less government, and say, 1 Let soci¬ 
ety alone.' This theoretic opposition to the 
course of progress, manifest in the develop¬ 
ment of institutions, arises from the stand¬ 
point, or phase of the philosophy of evolution, 
at which our thinkers have arrived. The laws 
of biologic evolution are applied to sociology. 
The philosophy of science, which is but in¬ 
choate, is adjudged to he complete, and prin¬ 
ciples that require restriction are held to he 
universal. 

In biologic evolution the cause of progress 
is recognized as the survival of the Attest in 
the struggle for existence ; and this has been 
widely accepted as the cause of sociologic 
progress, and Herbert Spencer is the prophet 
of this philosophy. As set forth by him and 
his large following, progress is secured by an 
inexorable law of nature, which brooks no 
interference; and the efforts of mankind to 
improve the ‘ condition of mankind do but 
retard the Natural process; and the proper 
sphere of government is the direct suppression 
and punishment of crime, and that only. It 
is from this postulate that the theorists are 
antagonizing the practice of all the legislatures 
and courts of civilization. Though Mr. Ward 
does not state the problem as above, yet his 
book is written to controvert the Spencerian 
and generally accepted theory, to present a 
new philosophy of society which shall be suf¬ 
ficient warrant for the course pursued by 
practical statesmen and jurists, and to support 
the earnest people of the world in their efforts 
to benefit the race. His postulate, though 
stated in other terms, is essentially this : that 
social progress is due to the struggle for hap¬ 
piness, and the adoption of that conduct which 
secures happiness; and that the process, in¬ 
stead of being natural and genetic, is artificial 
and Ideologic; that men devise methods for 
securing happiness, and gradually attain their 
ends. 

Mh Spencer looks upon society as an 
organism, and in this he is followed by Mr. 
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Ward; but the former author makes it the 
central point of his sociology, around which all 
other facts arc gathered, and he elaborates a 
system of analogies with biologic organization, 
as if, in fact, they were homologies. It will 
perhaps be nearer the truth to speak of a state, 
rather than society at large, as an organism. 

The organization of mankind is twofold, 
— activital and regulative, By the activital 
organization, which is usually discussed in 
works on political economy under the title 
division of labor,’ the industries and other 
occupations of mankind are parcelled out to 
individuals and corporations; so that a man, 
in working for himself, works for many others, 
and an interdependence of parts in the social 
organism is thus established. For the suc¬ 
cessful 1 operation of the activital organization, 
the regulative organization is established, 
which results in government, with its three 
co-ordinate departments, — executive, legis¬ 
lative, and judicial. Without division of labor 
and governmental regulation, the individuals of 
the human race would be entirely discrete; 
with them, mankind is organized into societies 
which wo call * states. ’ In so far as the people 
of one state are related to the people of another 
through their industries, there is an inchoate 
organization of state with state, which can 
only be completed by the consolidation of such 
states. Though Mr. Spencer devotes an in¬ 
ordinate space to the demonstration of the 
organization of society, he fails to discover, 
that, in so far as organization is accomplished, 
the method of biologic progress by tile sur¬ 
vival of the fittest is repealed. I n the struggle 
for existence, state comes into competition with 
state; and to this extent the biologic law of 
the survival of the fittest applies. But in the 
relations of the interdependent parts of states, 
i.e M the different classes of people existing in 
a tribe or nation, the law of the survival of the 
fittest in the struggle for existence no longer 
applies; the unfit do not succumb; the wel¬ 
fare of each class (i.e., each organ, interde¬ 
pendent part) depends upon the welfare of 
each other part, — of the whole. There may 
be a competition for leadership, or for emi¬ 
nence In other respects, but not for existence. 

Those who adopt the Spencerian theory 
believe that they find confirmation of their 
doctrine in the history of legislation. In 
modem times, since the differentiation of ex¬ 
ecutive, legislative, and judicial organs and 
functions in government, legislation has often 
been unwise, and laws have failed to secure 
the purposes for which they were enacted. 
In this branch of human endeavor it would be 


strange if it were everywhere and at all times 
characterized by wisdom, when man has so 
frequently failed in other effort. 

But beside the general failure for lack of 
wisdom, there has been failure for certain 
special reasons. Early law was common law ; 
later law is in pajrt statutory. In the change 
from the former to the latter, many great mis¬ 
takes have been made. The, body of law exist¬ 
ing in a state, be it tribal or national, is the 
chief body of the ethics of the people of such 
state. But among such people there are 
ethical rules not found in the law, but held 
by individuals in a greater or less number. 
These non-legalized ethics are of two kinds, — 
first, those which have passed from the law, 
and are yet held in veneration by a part of 
the people; sotsond, those which the more 
advanced minds are endeavoring to establish. 
The first are obsolete; the second, inchoate. 
Much of the law which Spencerian philosophers 
have used to illustrate the folly of legislation 
has been in instances where an attempt has 
been made to revive obsolete common-law prin¬ 
ciples by effective statutory law. Mr. Spencer’s 
illustrations are chiefly of this class; and he 
has been followed by many a writer. This 
source of disaster can be avoided, not by re¬ 
fusing to legislate, but by a proper knowledge 
of the course of progress in social evolution. 
This course of evolution has not been, as Mr. 
Spencer postulates and elaborately discusses, 
from more regulation to less, from militancy 
to industrialism, but from less to more law, 
and from rtop-essential to essential regulation. 
When diseases were believed to be the work 
of evil spirits, or to result from the practice 
of sorcery, the relations of men to supposed 
spiritual beings were regulated, and witchcraft 
was punished; but, when diseases are dis¬ 
covered to be due to unwholesome conditions 
of environment, sanitary laws are enacted. 
And in like manner in every department of 
government the change is going on. Laws are 
sociologic inventions, analogous to the tech- 
ndlogie inventions of the industries. Along 
with much failure there is much success. As 
the progress of industries would cease were 
no new methods devised, so the progress of 
society would end if new law were not enacted. 

Dynamic sociology, as presented by the 
author, is the philosophy of human endeavor, 
and the justification of man in his effort to 
to improve his condition. Those persons, and 
they are many, who arc actively engaged in 
the promotioninstitutions and regulations 
for the benefit of mankind, will find in it 
philosophic hope; while those who are opposed 
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to the course of practical events appearing in 
public atfairs cannot afford to ignore their 
strongest opponent. 

The evolution which is discovered every¬ 
where in nature, to be properly demonstrated, 
must have its explanation set forth in three 
parts. First, it must be explained why there 
is change, for without change there can be 
no development; second, it must be shown 
by what agency change results in progress, 
for change to inferior or co-ordinate conditions 
is not evolution ; ami, third, what is the course 
of progress, for, if there is progress, it must be 
in some direction that can be determined, and 
thus science becomes prophetic. 

Of the three departments of sociology, — 
namely, the causes of social change, the causes 
of social progress, and the course of social 
progress,—the work under consideration, as 
its name indicates, is devoted to but one, 
— the cause of social progress ; though it- in¬ 
cidentally discusses many of the subjects of 
evolution in other branches of science, and 
the author ultimately reaches the conclusion 
that education is the chief means to secure 
social progress, and thus secure human hap¬ 
piness. 


SIEMENS 9 SOLAR ENERGY. 

On the conservation of solar energy : a collection of 
papers and discussions. By C. Williams Sie¬ 
mens, F.R.S., D-C.L. London, Macmillan fc 
Co., 1888. 20+111 p. 8°. 

Tim is a collection of the original paper 
read before the Royal society by Siemens, and 
the criticisms from Fitzgerald, Faye, Hirn, 
Archibald, and others, together with the re¬ 
plies of Siemens. 

The theory, well summed up on p. 22, sup¬ 
poses that space is filled with aqueous vapor 
and carbon compounds; that these, at low 
pressures, are dissociated by the radiant ener¬ 
gy of the sun; that the dissociated elements 
are drawn into the sun at its poles, unite, aqd 
generate heat sufficient to give a temperature 
of about 2,800° 0.; and that the aqueous va¬ 
por and carbon compounds formed are again 
thrown off by centrifugal force at the sun's 
equator. 

As evidence of the presence of carbon va¬ 
pors in space, Siemens refers to the analyses 
of meteors, which in some cases have proved 
that hydrocarbons were a component of the 
meteoric mass, and again to the work of Abney 
and Langley on the absorption of the radiant 
energy of the sun* 

The dissociation of vapors at low tensions 


is a point which seems to be well established. 
One of the earliest proofs is given in Prof. J. 
Willard Gibbs’s paper on the equilibrium of 
heterogeneous substances. 1 lie shows, that 
in a mixture of gases, as of oxygen, hydro¬ 
gen, and vapor of water, in which the vapor 
is formed with a decrease in volume from that 
of the components, it is possible to assign a 
value to the tension such that the mixture may 
be in a state of dissipated energy ; i.e., in such 
a condition that the energy of the system is a 
minimum for its entropy ; and that any ehnnge 
in energy can be brought about only by work 
done by some outside system and in propor¬ 
tion to that outside work. In such a state, 
nothing of the nature of an explosion could be 
caused by an electric spark: the elements 
would cease to show the phenomenon of chem¬ 
ical affinity. Willard Gibbs writes, u It may, 
indeed, be true, that at ordinary temperatures, 
except when the quantity either of hydrogen 
or of oxygen is very small compared with the 
quantity of water, the state of dissipated en¬ 
ergy is one of such extreme rarefaction as to 
lie entirely beyond our power of experimental 
verification.” in the formula from which 
these results are deduced, the ratio occurs of 
the amounts of the components to that of the 
compound, these amounts being raised to 
small pow ers. This explains the qualification 
as to the amount of components which may 
exist in a free state. 

This last condition may have an important 
bearing on the possibility of the truth of Sie¬ 
mens’ theory ; for, although Gibbs has shown 
that dissociation may occur in rarefied vapors, 
still the amount of the dissociation is limited 
unless the rarefaction be very great. 

Some two or three years ago Professor Og¬ 
den Rood succeeded in getting experimental 
evidence of dissociation in rarefied gases at 
ordinary temperatures, but has never published 
his results. 

Dr. Siemens gives, on p. 18, what evidence 
he early obtained of dissociation of gases in 
vacuum tubes under the influence of sunlight. 
What he has done since may be found from an 
account of his recent lecture at the Royal in¬ 
stitution ( Nature , May 8). Objections to the 
theory are well put by Fitzgerald when he asks 
(p. 41) 44 how the interplanetary gases near the 
sun acquire a sufficient radial velocity to pre¬ 
vent their becoming a dense atmosphere round 
him; why enormous atmospheres have not long 
ago become attached to the planets, notably to 
the moon ; why the earth has not long ago been 
deluged when a constant stream of aqueous 

1 Proti. Conn* «c*d. «e., ill. 
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vapor, that would produce a rain of more than 
thirty inches per annum all over the earth, must 
annually pass out past the earth in order to 
supply fuel to be dissociated by the heat that 
annually passes the earth ; and why we can 
see the stars, although most of the solar radia¬ 
tions are absorbed within some reasonable dis¬ 
tance of the sun.” 

It can be hardly looked on as a strong 
answer to the first question, that 44 the gases, 
being for the most part hydrogen and hydro¬ 
gen compounds, have a low specific gravity 
as compared with the denser gases forming the 
permanent solar atmosphere. On flashing into 
flame in the photosphere, their specific gravity 
would be vastly diminished, thus giving rise to 
a certain rebound action, which, coupled with 
their acquired onward motion and with the 
centrifugal impulse they receive by frictional 
contact with the lower atmosphere, constitutes 
them a surface-stream flowing from the polar 
to the equatorial regions, and thence into 
space/’ It is certainly hard to understand 
why the atmosphere of tiny member of the 
solar system should not be made up of the 
gases of interplanetary space in the same pro¬ 
portions in which they may exist in such space, 
if there is the free circulation called for by 
Siemens’ theory. 

Faye objects that the presence of such a 
resisting medium in space as the vapors is 
not to be accepted, with our present knowledge, 
and that the centrifugal force at the sun’s 
equator is far too small for the action required. 

Hirn, starting with the supposition that the 
•sun’s temperature is 20,000° C M writes, that, 
although the dissociated gases might unite in 
the chromosphere, they would, on passing down 
through the sun’s atmosphere, be again disso¬ 
ciated, and absorb as much heat as they had 
given out on combining. To this, Siemens 


might have answered that the gases would 
again combine on passing off at the equator. 

The discussion of the theory at the time of 
its first statement was most earnest; but, in 
spite of the ingonuity displayed in its elabora¬ 
tion, it as yet cannot be accepted as probable. 


INSPIRED SCIENCE. 

Eureka ; or, The golden door ajar , the mysteries of the 

world mysteriously revealed . By Asa T. Green. 

Cincinnati, Collins , 1888. 141 p., portr., cuts. 

16°. 

The publisher acts as editor of this book, 
interspersing his own chapters among the 
author’s in an odd fashion. The florid periods 
of the one form a curious setting for the rough, 
ungrammatical language of the other. 

The author has 4 revelations ’ of a 4 wonder¬ 
ful knowledge ’ which he obtained, partly* in the 
woods, and partly in Oil City, and desires to 
impart them to scientific men. We will otf'er 
them a bit. 

u If we would lay a telegraph-wire down down (sic) 
fyom every point of the earth, and of water, and all 
points telegraph at one time to a given point, the re¬ 
sult would be to find that the atmosphere was going 
as fast as the earth, and the earth as fast as the at¬ 
mosphere. Thus you see it is the atmosphere that 
carries the earth around. . . . 

“ Third reason why the earth is round; namely, 
because the mountains arc up. If the earth was fiat, 
the mountains would he just as liable tTo be down as 
up, but as the curvature of the earth Is up, hence the 
mountains arc up. . . . 

44 If sound travels by vibration, as science teaches, 
and science reaches that vibration creates heat, that- 
if a cricket should stand on one end of a solid slab- 
stone and rub his wings together, why Js it that the 
vibration with the particles of stone does not com¬ 
pletely melt the stone in ten minutes ? I deny the 
hypothesis.” 

4 Wonderful knowledge,’ indeed ! 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF TEE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


MATHEMATICS. 

Points of inflection. — Let U ~ ~ 0 

be an equation in homogeneous co-ordinates; y, z, 
are the sides of the triangle of reference, and 
u = ©e -b by + cz; o, /3, y, <5, are integers such that 
a 4* j8 + y <5; a, 6, c, are given quantities, and k a 
variable parameter. For a = fi “ y = 1, this equa¬ 
tion gives a system of cubics having, as is well 
known, their points of inflection distributed by threes 
upon three right lines; viz., the three real point* of 
inflection upon u, and the remaining six points, in 
threes, upon two imaginary lines. 


The author, M. A. Legoux, proposes to consider the 
general case of curves of the order A The three sides 
of the triangle of reference are tangents to all the 
curves of the system in the points where these sides 
meet the line «. The order of contact i« J — l: If 8 is 
even, the curve in the neighborhood of the point of 
contact lies on one side of the tangent; if <? is odd, the 
cum here cuts the tangent, giving a point of inflec¬ 
tion of a higher order. 3d. Legoux shows that the 
proposed curves have imaginary points of inflection, 
which are distributed upon two conjugate Imaginary 
right lines which are independent of the value of k . 
if dis even, there are no other inflections; but, if die 
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odd, there exist three real points of inflection upon 
the line «, so that in the last case there exists, as in 
the case of cubies, an inflectional triangle. — (JVour, 
am. math., Feb.) T. c. [105 

ENGINEERING. 

XUeotrio-lighting machines on shipboard,-— 

More than a dozen of the steamers plying between 
New York and Liverpool are fitted up with electric¬ 
lighting machinery. Probably three times as many, 
are so fitted out on the various other lines of ocean¬ 
going steamships. The British steamers are largely 
supplied with the Siemens and Swan apparatus, but 
the other systems are well represented. The electric- 
light apparatus of the Arizona consists of two Sie¬ 
mens compound dynamos, each sufficient to supply 
current to three hundred high-resistance Swan lamps. 
They are driven by a pair of * Caledonian ’ engines of 
nine and a half inch cylinders and fourteen inches 
stroke of piston. The two machines are mounted 
upon a common foundation, and are set in such 
manner that the driving-pulleys do not interfere with 
each other. The belts are tightened by moving the 
machines away from each other; they are formed of 
one continuous rope carried around each pulley ten 
times. Both cabins, and the steerage as well, are 
lighted by these machines.—( Engineering, May.) 
K. H. T, [106 

New engine for electric-lighting.—’ Mr. E. D. 
Farcot has designed a new form of compound engine 
for electric-lighting machinery. It consists of two 
cylinders, the larger set above the smaller. The space 
between the two pistons is undivided, and is in com¬ 
munication with the interior of the engine-frame, 
and is never put in connection with the steam-supply 
pipe. The steam first enters the small cylinder, and 
is thence exhausted into the large cylinder, thus 
driving the pistons, which are both on a single rod, 
in opposite directions by a system of intermitted 
expansion. The engine is thus seen to be of the 
‘ Wolff system.’ The space between the two pistons 
is made to communicate with the larger ftpace in the 
frame, merely to secure a reduced variation of uncoun¬ 
terbalanced pressure. No stuffing-box is needed in 
this engine in any Inaccessible part of the machine. 
The valve-gear is of the plainest possible description, 
and the whole engine is built with a view to simpli¬ 
city and small cost in construction and operation. It 
is intended to be driven up t» four hundred revolu¬ 
tions per minute. — {Publication industrielle, May.) 
II. 0. T. [107 

Steam-jackets for steam-engines. — Herr Heim 
reports to the German society of engineers the results 
of experiments to determine the economy to be de¬ 
rived by the addition of steam-jackets to various 
forms of steam-engine. He finds that a six-horse power 
portable engine, unjacketed, demanded an excess 
of thirty-five per cent over the theoretical quantity of 
steam that should have been required to do the work; 
an eighteen inch Wheelock engine required the same 
excess over the calculated quantity. Both were non- f 
condensing. Condenslng-englnes experience a still 
greater loss due to internal ‘cylinder condensation.’ 


Engines expanding ten times demand seventy-four 
per cent excess; when cutting off at ono-flfth, sixty- 
two per cent; ami expanding three times, fifty-five 
per cent more than the calculated amount when they 
are unjacketed. By adding a jacket, he concludes 
that the loss cau be reduced to sixty-four, fifty-four, 
and forty-eight per cent. The effect of increase of 
piston speed is similar to that of adding a jacket. 
An engine at three feet, and at seven feet piston speed 
per second, gave a record of loss amounting to ninety- 
six and seventy per cent. The addition of the con¬ 
denser causes increase of this loss. A twenty-inch 
non-condensing engine, working at five atmospheres 
pressure, was provided with a condenser, and, while 
the power was increased one hundred and forty per 
cent, the waste was increased from forty-two to sixty- 
two percent. A hoisting-engine, working intermit¬ 
tently, exhibited a loss of a hundred and forty-two per 
cent of the weight of steam utilized. — (Mechanic#, 
June.) b. H. r. [108 

AGRICULTURE. 

The gases evolved during the conversion of 
grass into hay. — In a series of experiments on this 
subject, conducted by Dr. P. F. Frankland and Mr. F. 
Jordan, freskiy-cut grass in quantities of five grams 
each was allowed to stand in a glass tube over mer¬ 
cury. The glass tube was filled with air, Inert gases, 
and experiments were also performed in vacuo . In 
air all the oxygen was absorbed at the end of three 
days, and 40% of carbonic dioxide was evolved. 
At the end of thirty days the percentage of carbonic 
dioxide reached 85.83, requiring a corresponding 
amount of oxygen, which must have come from the 
substance of the grass itself. Nearly pure carbonic 
dioxide was evolved in an atmosphere of the same 
gas, and a higher percentage seemed to be given off 
in darkness than in sunlight, although the authors 
were somewhat in doubt on this point. In an atmos-^ 
phere of pure oxygen, the latter was absorbed com-* 
pletely in seven days, and the evolution of nitrogen 
ceased when the oxygen disappeared. When the 
experiment was conducted in an atmosphere of 
hydrogen, 21.11% of this gas was replaced by car¬ 
bonic dioxide at the end of three days. It thus 
appears that certain constituents of the grass under¬ 
go a rapid process of oxidation, and that nitrogen 
is evolved as long as the atmosphere contains free 
oxygen. The decomposition-products of grass, when 
allowed to stand under water, were also examined. 
The grass was first soaked in distilled water, and the 
dissolved air removed With a Sprengel pump. Car¬ 
bonic dioxide formed about 00 %, and hydrogen about 
0 %, of the gases collected at the end of thirty days. No 
gas was evolved when the formation of bacteria was 
prevented by the addition to the water of phenol 
or mercuric chloride. As the other products of the 
fermentation, acetic and lactic acids, and probably 
propionic acid, were Identified. — (Journ* chcm . soc., 
June, 1883.) c. v. u. [109 

Absorption of moisture by soils. — Fisher finds 
that, contrary to Knop’s statement, the amount of 
hygroscopic moisture retained by a soil varies greatly 
with the amount of moisture present In the air, as 
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well as with the temperature. At temperatures ran¬ 
ging approximately from 20° to 80° G\, about half as 
much water was retained in a half-saturated as in 
a saturated atmosphere. As t.he temperature was 
raised, more water was absorbed from the saturated 
atmosphere, but less from the half-saturated one. — 
{Rep. Cal. college agr. t 1882, 52.) u. i\ A. fllO 

Influence of organic manures on temperature 
of soil. — In experiments on this subject, F. Wagner 
finds that organic manures raise the temperature of 
the soil to an extent increasing with the quantity 
of the manure, the temperature of the soil, and its 
moisture, so long as the latter is not in such excess as 
to hinder access of oxygen to the organic matter, or 
to cool the soil too much by its evaporation. Porosity 
and ready deeomposability on the part of the manure 
favor the action. The increase of temperature is 
greatest at first, may continue from four to twelve or 
more weeks, but under practical conditions is too 
small to be of much significance. — { For sc It. agr. 
phys., v. 378.) H. i\ a. [Ill 

Moisture of the soil — Xu pot-experiments with 
peat, Heinrich obtained the largest crop when the 
peat contained sixty per cent of the total quantity of 
water which it was capable of containing. Earlier 
experiment by HeUriegel on sandy soil gave nearly 
the same results. When the moisture of the peat fell 
below txventy per cent of its water-capacity, no crop 
was obtained, while in case of sand a small crop was 
obtained when the moisture wan only ten per cent of 
the total water-capacity, — ( Hied, centr.-blatt xii. 
100.) u. p. a. (112 

GEOLOGY. 

Lithology. 

Cleopatra’s Needle. — In a paper by Dr. P, Frazer 
is given a description of gome thin sections of the 
New-York obelisk, made by Prof. A. Stclzner of 
Freiberg, accompanied by four lithographic plates. 
The rock Is composed of fresh microelinc, showing in 
polarized light its characteristic grating; oligoolase, 
somewhat decomposed, and showing fine twinning 
striatlon; quartz in graius and granular aggregates, 
containing fluid cavities, trlchites, and hematite 
plates; light green hornblende with irregular outlines; 
biotite in large brown, translucent scales; tltanite in 
numerous small yellowish-red grains; water-clear 
acicular apatite crystals; magnetite in opaque irregu¬ 
lar grains and in octahedrons; minute zircon crystals: 
yellowish-green needles of epldote and viridite. A 
granite from Germantown was regarded as similar 
to the Syene granite. The former U composed of 
raicrocline, plagioclase, quartz, hornblende, biotite, 
muscovite, tltanite, etc. Frazer gives the literature 
of the subject. ■—(Trans. Aimer, (net. min . eng,, 
Ration meeting .) m , k , w . [113 

Journalistic) lithology. — A weekly journal was 
established last year in England on the peculiar plan 
of publishing descriptions of microscopic slides, with 
figures of ti*e same, while duplicates of the described 
preparations were to bo sent to every subscriber. 
This method, if under the direction of competent 
specialists, would serve as a valuable means of home 


training for those who are unable to place them¬ 
selves under the direct imstraction of competent 
teachers. It promised twenty-six histological, eigh¬ 
teen botanical, and eight lithological sections a year. 

The lithological descriptions, so far, have embraced 
the following rocks: pikrite, dolerito, diabase, red 
and white syenite, and serpentine, with some biblio¬ 
graphical lists. While the journal contains some 
matter of interest to lithologists, it is, on the whole, 
a disappointing and- unsafe guide for a student In 
some cases the style of the lowest grade of ‘ popular 
scientific lecturers’ has been adopted; and the phrase 
‘plugs of exo&moUe transference,’ used for veins, is 
too good to be lost, — (.Studies in microscopical sci¬ 
ence, London, 3SH2-88.) m. k. w. |114 

METEOROLOGY. 

Bun -spots, — At the university observatory at 
Home on 209 days in 1881, and 290 in 1882, Tacchlni 
has made observations of sun-spots. He shows that 
in 1882 there was an increase in spots over 1881. 
The mean daily number by months was, in 1881. 19.55, 
and, in 1882, 22.57. There were peculiar maxima in 
the number in April and November, 1882. Taking 
each period of constant activity in the daily observa¬ 
tions in 1882, a second maximum and minimum 
period appears at the half sun’s rotation. For the 
faculac we also find that the increase is less with the 
growth of the spots; the yearly mean in 1881 being 
88.36, and, in 1882, 81.55. It is believed from the 
character of the sun’s activity at the last maximum 
period, as compared with the present, that the maxi¬ 
mum spottedness will occur in 3883.—( Naturfor - 
acker, May 12.) h. a. m. [115 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

Arteeian well* in Algeria. — In the south of the 
province of Constantine, Algeria, the boring of arte¬ 
sian wells, begun in 1856, was continued with re¬ 
newed activity, after the interruption occasioned by 
the Franco-Prussian war, under the direction of M. 
Jus. At the end of 1879 the long line of wells fol¬ 
lowing the Wady„ltir, between Biskra and Tugurt, 
included 484 sunk by the Arabs, and yielding 04,000 
litres a minute, and 68 bored by the French, yielding 
118,000 litres. In the same decade, the number of 
palm-trees tu the oases had increased from 359,000 
to 617,000; of fruit-trees, from 40,000 to 90,000; of 
inhabitants, from 6,072 to 12,827. During the first 
half of 1880, twelve new wells were bored, yielding 
22,000 litres, and, at the end of 3881, the total supply 
of water from these underground sources was 209,- 
000 litres a minute. ~~(J. J, Clamagoran, Rev. geogr. 
internat, 1888, 43.) [116 

Currents of the Pacific Ocean. —Antisell dis¬ 
cusses the general motion of the warm currents of 
the western and northern Pacific, brings together a 
number of data not before correlated, illustrates them 
by maps and diagrams, and comes to the conclusion 
that, 1°, the warming influence of the North Pacific 
is the Kuroaiwo, the motor power of which is the 
south-west monsoon, blowing from April to October; 
and, 2°, that the North Pacific Ocean has practically 
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no northern outlet. Bering Strait affording no real 
access for ocean-cur rents into the Arctic Ocean. — 
(Bull. Amer. gcogr. aoc. f ii. 1883.) w. H, ». [117 

The Connecticut River in the glacial period. — 
Professor J. 0. Dana continues his studies on the 
former Hues of flow of the flooded Connecticut at 
the end of the ice time, and finds evidence, from the 
height and coarseness of the terraces, that some of 
the river s waters found their way southward along 
the Farmington valiey (where the Farmington Kivcr 
now runs northward), down the upper course of the 
Quiunipiac, and thence directly southward along the 
present Mill River channel, to the Sound at New 
Haven, and not all the way along the Quinnlpiac, 
as was formerly supposed. — (Amer. joura. sc,, xxv. 
1883,440.) w. M. n. [118 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Attia,') 

New Guinea. — A ten-days’ trip inland from Port 
Moresby, made by VV- O. Lawes and two others, 
with a party of natives, led them over the Veriata 
Mountain, about two thousand feet high, and up the 
valley of the Laloke Hiver. From the mountain-sum¬ 
mit, they had a fine view of sea and coast, bill and 
valley, intersected by many winding streams. In the 
valley, they visited the Kouna Falls, —about two hun¬ 
dred and fifty feet in height, and a hundred and fifty 
feet wide. The travellers saw many of the natives 
of the Koiari tribes, and found them all friendly and 
honest. They are smaller, darker, and more hairy 
than the coast tribes, and it was not uncommon to find 
a man with beard and mustache. They have a super¬ 
stitious belief, that, when a man dies, he has beon 
bewitched by a spirit belonging to a neighboring 
tribe, who then must pay for the loss: fighting, 
therefore, always follows the death of a man of any 
consequence. Fruit Is very plentiful and in great 
variety. Salt is highly prized, and makes a very ac¬ 
ceptable present. The native method of getting fire 
is peculiar: a piece of dry, pithy wood is split a little 
way, and held open with a stone; some tinder is put 
in the cleft, and a strip of rattan or bamboo is passed 
through It, and then pulled rapidly one way and the 
other till smoke and fire appear. In the * Sogere ’ 
district, the villages consist of only eight or ten 
houses, and two or three * tree*houses ’ which serve 
as forts. The occupants prepare for an attack by 
carrying up a supply of stones into the tree-houses; 
and as they are sometimes over one hundred feet 
high, and command the whole village, they are not 
easily taken. Travelling was not easy, as there were 
numerous streams to cross, and leeches were very 
plentiful in the wet grass. — (IVoc. roy. geogr . soc., 
v. 1883, 35A) w. M. I). [1X9 

Indian surveys. — A general report on surveys In 
India during 1881-82, by Gen. J. T. Walker, an¬ 
nounces the completion of the triangulation of all 
India on the lines long ago marked out by Col. 
Everest and sanctioned by the Bast India company. 
The latest part of this Great trigonometrical survey 
was the eastern frontier series of triangles extending 
from Assam to Tenasserim, where it was brought to 


a close on a base line of verification at Mergul. The 
topographical survey has continued its work in vari¬ 
ous parts of the peninsula, turning out maps on sev¬ 
eral scales embracing nearly twenty-five thousand 
square miles, besides forest and town surveys on large 
scales. A new survey of the Hoogly is begun, as the 
existing maps are out of date and on too small a scale 
for utility in so densely populated and valuable a 
region. 

The chief geographic interest in the volume Is 
found In the reports on trans-Hiinalayan explorations 
by trained native travellers, and in the reports of vari¬ 
ous executive officers of the survey on their districts. 
— (Proc . roy. geogr. sac., v. 1883, 308.) w. m. n. 

[120 

BOTANY. 

Cryptogam*. 

New Ustilagtneae. — Cornu gives an account of 
the anatomy and germination of the spores in several 
curious Ustil agin one. IJstilago axicola, Berk, and 
Curt., is made the type of a new’genus, ClntracUa, 
characterized by the formation of the spores in suc¬ 
cessive concentric circles, The curious Testicular!a 
Cyperi from the United States is figured, and a 
second species of Leersia is described. The new 
genus Doassansia, in which the spore masses are sur¬ 
rounded by a peculiar envelope, has one represen¬ 
tative from North America which is figured by 
Cornu, — {Ann. sc. nat., xv. 2fl9.) w. «. y. [121 

Zygospores of Muoors. — Bainier has studied 
the conditions which favor the production of zygo¬ 
spores in Mucors, and finds that the conditions vary 
In the different species. The absence of free oxygen or 
of light is.not a necessary condition, nor is a deticleut 
supply of nourishment always required for the pro¬ 
duction of zygospores. Bainier cites a considerable 
number of cases where he has cultivated different 
species, and gives the manipulations required in each 
case for securing sporangia and zygospores; and he 
adds some observations on the chemical action of 
certain species. It appears that Phycomycos nitons, 
which usually grows on fatty substances, which it 
decomposes, can also be cultivated on cochineal, caus¬ 
ing it to assume a deeper color, and rendering it more 
valuable commercially. Mucor racemosus, and a 
new species, M. tenuis, Are described and Illustrated 
in full. — {Ann, sc. mt xv. 842.) w, o. F. [122 

Phenogama. 

Li gnification of epidermal membranes. — Be¬ 
sides cutinlzation, the change which characterizes 
epidermal ceil-walis in general, the exposed wall may 
undergo two others: it may be converted into muci¬ 
lage, thereby becoming weakened, or It may be ren¬ 
dered firm by the deposition or Infiltration of mineral 
matters. To these well-known transformations of 
epidermal cells, Lemalre now adds ligniflcatton, hith¬ 
erto supposed to be confined to internal tissues. For 
the detection of llgnine, he uses the useful reagent 
suggested by 'Wlesner, phloroglucine. A section of 
epidermis is transferred from an alcoholic solution 
of the agent to hydrochloric acid; When the lignified 
membranes assume a rose color, the other parts tw* 
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maining unchanged. For purposes of control, similar 
sections are first treated with either nitric acid or a 
solution of ble&chlng-powdor, by which reagents, 
preferably the latter, the llgnlne is removed. Lemaire 
has detected lignine in the epidermal walls of Cycads, 
many Coni ferae,, and in the petiole of certain ferns, 
The stomata of gymnospermous plants have been 
found by him to always have the membranes some¬ 
what lignifled.— (Ann, ftc . nat., xv. 802.) o. L «. 

[X23 

Mentaelia laevicaulis as a fly-catoher. — Mar¬ 
cus A. Jones of Salt Lake City, acting upon Or. 
Gray’s suggestion, examined this plant with the fol¬ 
lowing interesting results: “the leaves arc thickly 
beset with coarse hairs, which are furnished with 
several pairs of barbs pointing downward along 
them, while the top has on anchor-shaped summit 
twice as large as the other barbs. These hairs stand 
so close together that the barbs almost touch. 
Thickly studding the leaf, were many dead and dying 
mosquitoes, species of aphis, and other small insects. 
Some of these were caught by the head; but most 
of thorn were hold by the proboscis, as their heads 
were too large to slip between the barbs. All 
were more or less mutilated, probably by other in¬ 
sects. A sweet fluid was secreted by the leaf, and 
this attracted the insects. There wax no evidence of 
any digestion going on, as none of the victims could 
get close enough to the surface of the leaf to be 
touched by the fluid.” — (Bull, Torrey dub , June.) 
o. L, o. [124 

Elongation of pedicels in Didymoplexla. — 
Hemsley calls attention to the elongation of the 
pedicels in these Asiatic orchids after fertilization, 
. by which the ripening capsules are carried up above 
the decaying vegetable matter in which the plants 
grow. It Is thus quite different from the elongation 
of the flower-stalks of Arachis and other plants which 
bury their ripening fruit. What its exact bearing on 
dissemination may be is not quite clear. — (Joum, 
Linn, «oc, bot.y Junefl.) w. t. [125 

ZOOLOGY. 

Mofiasks. 

Mediterranean MoIIuaoa. — Dr. J. Gwyn Jef¬ 
freys publishes a useful annotated list of species ob¬ 
tained near Crete by Admiral Spratt in seventy to a 
hundred and twenty fathoms. They are mostly quite 
minute. Ten new species are described and well 
figured. One* an extremely minute shell, which 
might well prove the fry of something larger, is 
globosely conical, Imperforate, and with the pillar 
angulated and spread out at its base. It is referred 
to a new genus, Brugnonia, and placed in the Soiari- 
idae. A list of Oatracoda and Foramlnifera, collected 
with the shells. Is added by Mr. David Robertson. 
—■ (Ann. map. nat. ht*U f May.) w. h. d. [126 

Structure of the shell in braohiopoda and 
Ohltona. — Van Bemmelen has prepared an English 
abstract of that part of his Dutch paper which relates 
to the brachlopods. The principal pdinta of the 
dissertation ate also to be found in the Jenaiechezeit- 


Hchr$fti ix. h. 1-2,1888. That part relating to the chi¬ 
tons, which is the more interesting because in a fresher 
field, has not been made available for students who 
do not read Dutch. The paper is decidedly sopho- 
morlcal, containing much that is important but not 
new, and a little that Is new but not important, if 
we except the opinions of the author. The statement 
that there is any difference, except in degree, between 
the structure of the pedundo in Llngulldae and in 
other brachlopods, will require much more demonstra¬ 
tion before it can hope to be accepted; and the prin¬ 
ciples upon which he includes the greater in the less 
by placing brachlopods among the chaetopods, would, 
if carried to their logical conclusion, include man 
among the Ascidians. — (Ann, map. nat, hint., May.) 
w. xi. d. [127 

Bconomio molluuks at the Fisheries exhibi¬ 
tion. — The catalogue of the economic mollusks 
exhibited by the U. 8. fish-oommleslon at London, 
prepared by Lieut. Winslow, U.S.N., has just ap¬ 
peared, and forms a pamphlet of 85 pages, contain¬ 
ing much information. — w. h. t>. [120 

VERTEBRATES. 

Homologues of the parts of the temporal 
bones. — M. Lavocat, at the close of his revision of 
this subject, offers the following conclusions : — 

1. That the relations of the squamosal and the 
zygomatic process in mammals show how ill applied 
to the oviparous vertebrates are the terms 4 tympanic 
bone* (oh tympanique ), generally applied to the 
squamosal, and 4 squamous portion of the temporal ’ 
(tcaille temporal e), given to the zygomatic process. 
In the oviparous vertebrates the tympanic bone does 
not exist. 2. That the zygomatic process, always 
included between the squamosal and the jugal, 
should neyer be confounded with the squamosal. 
8. That thes is a vulgar error relative to the tempo¬ 
ral of serpents, in which the superior part of the 
squamosal has been considered to be the mastoid ; 
while, in reality, the mastoid la invariably situated 
above or behind the auditory cavity, and is never 
movable. 4. That in birds the squamosal cannot be 
represented by the posterior frontal, because the lat¬ 
ter is orbital in its relations, while the former is tem¬ 
poral ; also that the zygomatic process should not 
be confounded with the jugal, the one having rela¬ 
tions with the squamosal, the other with the max¬ 
illary. 

The author also states concisely that that bone 
must be considered the squamosal which, though 
fixed or movable, is situated In front of the auditory 
canal, and articulates with the pterygoid and the 
mandible. In the oviparous vertebrates, the Bqua- 
mosal has commonly been wrongly designated v the 
tympanic.’ The zygomatic process, whether fixed or 
free, is always included between the squamosal and 
the malar. The parts of the temporal are also clear¬ 
ly distinguishable by their teleological relations. 

The author furbishes the data for the table (see 
p. 114) of the synonymy of the temporal bone in the 
fishes and lower vertebrates, — (Mem. a cad. sc. Tou¬ 
louse, iv. 1882, 71.) F. W. T. (129 
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Nomenclature of the squamosal bone (temporal ecailleux) qf the Vertebrata pistiformes . 
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ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Domestication of the horse. — M. Cornevin, dis¬ 
cuss ini? the earliest evidence of taming the horse, 
very pertinently sets out with the question, “What 
is a domestic animal ? and replies, u One that partici¬ 
pates in the domutt, submits itself to the domination 
of a master, to whom it renders its products or Its 
services, reproduces in .captivity, and gives birth to 
young, which become more and more submissive to 
control.” The Idea of domestication comports with 
that of property in some form, M. Cornevin, for 
reasons mentioned in his communication, places the 
time of the event in the bronze age contemporaneous 
with the bronze bit. The fact seems incontestable 
that the use of bronze was imported into Europe and 
Africa from the orient, M. Pietrenient, In his work 
on the origin of the domestic horse, and, before him, 
M. Pictet, in his Ortgines indo-europeennea, have 
proved that the Aryans, of the central Asiatic plateau, 
utilized the horse at a time when Europe was in the 
atone age. In the discussion which followed M. 
Cornevln’s paper, M. Faure remarked, that, while 
the bronze hit was good proof of the domestication 
of the horse, the latter may have been tamed long be¬ 
fore bronze was known, indeed, the Gauchos catch 
the wild horses with a simple lasso. Could not pre¬ 
historic man, after catching & horse by means of a 
lasso, like the Gauchos, have made a simple bridle of 
raw hide, and Have managed the animal thereby? — 
(BuH. soc, anthrop. Lyon t 1. 116.) J. w. l\ [130 

The troglodytes. — M, Alex. Bertrand, conser¬ 
vator of the museum of national antiquities of St. Ger- 
maine-en-Laye, delivered an address In December 
last on the cave-dwellers, now published with copious 
illustrations in the first part, vol. li., of the Be rue 
&'ethnograpMe (Jan.~Feb., 1883). The address Uf in 
popular language, and gives many valuable particu¬ 
lars, deduced from their remains, of the environment, 


habits, utensils, ami art of the prehistoric inhabit¬ 
ants of Europe. Perhaps the most interesting points 
are the evidences presented of their domestication 
of the reindeer, and the parallel drawn between 
their supposed mode of life and that of the modern 
hyperboreans. — J, w. v. [13X 

The Serera of Joal and Fortudal. —Dr. A. 
Com of the French marine service gives an interest¬ 
ing and illustrated ethnographic sketch of the re¬ 
markable people on the west coast of Africa, chiefly 
near Cape Vcrd, and mentioned by Brue, towards the 
end of the seventeenth century, as being strongly dis¬ 
tinguished from the surrounding negroes. In many 
particulars, these people show characteristics similar 
to those of trills separated from them by half the 
circumference of the globe. A short sentence may 
be literally translated in Illustration : “They call the 
uncle, father ; the aunt, mother ; the cousins, ma)e 
and female, brothers and sisters/’ The writer of the 
sketch did not appear to understand, or at least to fol¬ 
low up, this evidence of the system of consanguinity 
and affinity so frequently found In the stage of 
savagery. — (Ret. d y ethnographies Jan.-Feb,, 1883.) 
J. W. i\ [132 

Roumanian ethnology. — Trajan conquered 
Dacia In A.D. 106, colonizing it with subjects drawn 
from various parts of the empire. When this same 
country became known to the inhabitants of western 
Europe, they found there a people speaking a lan¬ 
guage derived from the Latin, and evidently descended 
from Roman provincials. With their imperfect 
knowledge of the intervening centuries, it was but 
natural, says A. J. Patterson, that they should 
connect these facts together, and assume that the 
Wallacbs of their own times were the direct descend¬ 
ants of Trajan’s colonists, and that they had dwelt 
uninterruptedly on Dacian soiU As soon, however, 
as the Rouman language and Rouman institutions 
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were examined in detail, more ami more points were 
discovered which could with difficulty be brought 
into harmony with that primafacie view. Inquirers 
who were not subject to the disturbing influence of 
Roum&n patriotism came to the conclusion that the 
present Romance-speaking population of Roumania 
and Transylvania have migrated thither from the 
lands south of the Danube since the beginning of 
the twelfth century. In addition to the ordinary 
ethnologic evidence, the philological argument has 
been effectually urged by Paul Hunfalvy. Both in 
the middle ages and at the present time, a people is 
found in various parts of the Balkan peninsula 
whose speech so closely resembles that of the northern 
Roumnns as to prove that they are dialects of one 
language, ami must have been diffused from a com¬ 
mon centre. — [ Academy % May lit.) j. w. i\ |133 

NOTES AND NEWS. 

It was known some months since how Mr. Henri 
Harrisae had made, as he claimed, a discovery that 
the Portuguese had as early as 1502 mapped out. the 
eastern seaboard of the present United States from 
Florida to the neighborhood of 4u° north latitude. 
A few weeks ago Mr, Harrive laid a copy of the dis¬ 
covered map before the French institute with docu¬ 
mentary proof of its date (1502). A more particular 
statement has reached us in a letter from the Kcv. 
Edward E. Hale, written in Paris, where he had in¬ 
spected Mr. Harrlsse’s copy of the map and document 
which were found In the archives of the Eato family 
in Modena. We must await conclusive particulars, 
to be published by Mr, Marrisse, before determining 
if this last be one of the important contributions to 
the study of early American cartography, which this 
whilom New-York lawyer has made. Meanwhile it 
is not at all clear whether the new map is going to 
contribute any thing further than what we have 
already known from the old Portuguese chart, which 
Lelewel gives in his Gtographie du moyen pi. 48, 
with a conjectural date between 1501 and 1504. This 
gives a rude representation of Florida, with Us east¬ 
erly coast trending northerly, and coming abruptly to 
an end. Lying to the north-east, and in mid-ocean, 
is a bit of continental shore, indicating the Cortereal 
discoveries in its latinized name, * Regalia domus,’ 
with a large island adjacent called ‘ Terra labora- 
torum,’ or Labrador. The earliest printed map of 
this region bears a strong resemblance to the Por¬ 
tuguese chart, and would seem to have been based 
on the same or similar information; and this is the 
famous Btobnicza map, which was published at 
Cracow not far from 1512. The 1511 Ptolemy has 
the Cortereal region, but omits Florida. From two 
maps in the 1518 Ptoletuy a delineation very like the 
Portuguese chart can be made up; and after this its 
contours became for some years an established type 
frequently ntefc with. Another Portuguese chart is 
welL known to students in this held; and that is the 
one which has been reproduced by Stevens* KunsV* 
mann, Kohl, and others, and is usually placed be¬ 
tween 1514 and 1520# If it embodied current knowl¬ 


edge in Portugal, it was certainly not generally 
known there that the eastern coast united with the 
Cortereal region; for the ocean is represented as 
washing uninterruptedly between. 

From what Mr. Hale writes, the newly found map 
would seem to be much the same in character as the 
1513 printed Ptolemy maps, thus carrying bock their 
delineation ten or eleven years earlier; and this, we 
have seen, takes us to the supposed date (1501-1504) 
of the Lelewel Portuguese chart, which is essentially 
like the 1513 maps, and seemingly like the Estemap: 
but a sight of Harrlsse’s discovered chart, In due 
time to reach us, will give us something more than 
conjecture on which to base an estimate of its im¬ 
portance, 

There Is one discovery, however, which we are 
waiting for, and in time it may come; that is, the 
evidence, cartographical we hope, rather than docu¬ 
mentary, that the Biscayan fisherman knew the 
Grand Banks and the adjacent coasts long before 
Columbus. It seems harder not to believe that this 
was the case than to believe it. The hardy fisher¬ 
men of the Bay of Biscay had stretched their courses 
farther and farther to the north in pursuit of the 
stock-fish or cod, which was the staple food of 
Catholic Europe for more than a hundred days in the 
year. They had gone to Iceland, and, by easy gra¬ 
dation, to the Greenland seas; and wc must remem¬ 
ber that on tills very Portuguese chart of 1601-1504, 
and in the Ptolemy, preceding the time of Columbus, 
Greenland was but a prolongation of north-western 
Europe. Accordingly, following their game, the 
fishermen could easily have cruised still farther 
along the Labrador coast, and to the neighborhood 
of Newfoundland, without in the least supposing 
they had found a new world, but rather a hitherto 
unvisited region of the old world. So, on their re¬ 
turn, their MiWor's yarns would raise no suspicion 
of a new quarter of the globe, such as Europe was 
startled at when Columbus returned from his pur¬ 
posed quest. It was not the fishermen’s report, ac¬ 
cordingly, that could have incited Cabot; but, when 
news reached England of the discovery of the 
Spaniards, it can easily be conceived how these 
sailor’s yarns may have been interpreted in the 
belief that the land found by Columbus must, by 
the analogy of continents, have stretched to the 
north, and could be found by sailing west from 
England. Further, so far as Columbus’ views were 
shared, that he had reached the coast of Asia, the 
reports of Marco Polo and the rest showed that the 
Asian coast must lie also in that ,very direction. 
Now, when Cabot reached the land, and found the 
natives calling the stock-fish or cod, baccalao #, where 
did they get the very term which Blac&yau fishermen 
had applied to the same fish for centuries ? This has 
always been a puzzle. It seems to us that it will yet 
be discovered that Cabot had only reached by a 
southern passage the region which the Biscayans had 
long been* sailing to by the northern. The archives 
of Europe, we are confident, will yet reveal the 
proof. Only last summer the Rev. Mr. Hale, search¬ 
ing the archives at Madrid, found a sketch by Cortes 
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of the Gulf of California, made six years before the 
earliest that had previously been known; and it dis¬ 
closed the extent of Cortes’ own examination of 
the Pacific coast in advance of his captains. The 
archives of the old world have by no means yet 
yielded all that they may. 

— The funeral of the late Mr. William Spottiswoode 
took place at noon duly 5 In Westminster Abbey, and 
was attended by many distinguished men from the 
various scientific and other societies with which the 
decease*d was connected. There was also a large at¬ 
tendance of the general public, The pall-bearers were 
Marquis of Salisbury, Oxford university; Lord Gran¬ 
ville, London university; Sir W. Siemens, British as¬ 
sociation; Sir F. Leighton, Koyal academy; Sir J. 
Lubbock, Linu&eau society; Sir Bartle Frere, Royal 
Asiatic society; Sir W. Armstrong, Institute of civil 
engineers; Dr. Evans, Royal society; Chancellor of 
the exchequer, H. M. government; Duke of Northum¬ 
berland, Royal institution; Master of the stationers’ 
company, the company; Lord Abcrdarc, Royal geo¬ 
graphical society; G. Busk, Esq., Royal astronomi¬ 
cal society; Professor Flower, Zofilogical society; 
Mr. Shinn, Mr. Carey, Mr. Hunt, Mr. Millwood, Mr, 
White, Mr, Wilson, representing departments In the 
Queen’s printing-office. 

The Athenaeum says of Mr. Spottiswoode: “Mr. 
W. Spottiswoode’s illness had from the first caused 
serious alarm; still it was hoped that he would tri¬ 
umph over typhoid-fever, though complicated by 
congestion of the lungs. His strength had, however, 
been shaken by the severe accident he met with some 
months ago, and there is little doubt that his indefati¬ 
gable attention to duties of various sorts had over¬ 
tasked even his vigorous constitution. He combined 
with the studies of a physicist and a mathematician 
the supervision of a great mercantile concern. To 
accomplish all this; to make elaborate and delicate 
experiments, contribute a succession of papers to the 
Transactions of the Royal society and The Philo - 
sophical magazine; to mix frequently in general 
society ; to preside over the chief of our scientific 
bodies, and manage a large business,—was possible 
only to a man who would map out the work of every 
day, and never waste a minute of his time. And this 
was the case with Mr. Spottiswoode. His was 
eminently an organizing brain, gifted with great 
clearness, complete mastery of detail, unfailing 
punctuality, and power at once to seize the essence 
of any matter brought under his notice. Personally 
he was most kind and generous, eminently tolerant 
of differences of opinion, and courteous to all with 
whom he came in contact.” 

— On Thursday night, July 12, 1883, the newer of 
the buildings of the Indiana university was struck 
by lightning and thoroughly destroyed. The build¬ 
ing was a four-story brick of Gothic design. Upon 
the first floor were the collections of geology, miner¬ 
alogy, and archeology, and the chemical laboratory; 
on the second floor were the libraries and the physi¬ 
cal laboratory; while the third contained the valuable 
zoological collections of the university, and the mu¬ 
seum of comparative anatomy. The loss as reported 


is as follows: museum, $75,000; library, $86,000; 
laboratory, $10,000; building, $45,000; total, $166,- 
000; upon which there was a total insurance of #27,- 
454.54, 

The entire Owen collection of 86,000 specimens of 
geology and mineralogy was destroyed. This collec¬ 
tion contained many types of species described by 
David Dale Owen and others. The geological col¬ 
lection also contained many noted specimens from 
Europe and America, among the more celebrated of 
which were the large Wiirtomberg Ichthyosaurus, and 
a Megalonyx from Henderson, Ky. The latter lias 
fortunately been described and figured by Professor 
Cope for the forthcoming report of the Indiana geo¬ 
logical survey, A fine set of Ward’s casts was also 
destroyed, but can readily be replaced. 

Professor Van Nuys’ chemical laboratory, contain¬ 
ing a number of fine imported pieces of chemical 
apparatus; Professor Wylie’s physical laboratory, 
including a number of the owner’s ingenious mech¬ 
anisms, and the entire ichthyological collections of 
Professors Jordan and Gilbert, — representing years 
of patient work, and probably the finest private col¬ 
lection of fishes in the United States, — were also 
destroyed, together with valuable collections belong¬ 
ing to the U. S. national museum, Yale college, 
Cornell university, and other institutions. 

The Brook ville society of natural history, of Brook- 
ville, Ind., has been the first to offer aid to the insti¬ 
tution: they have placed their entire collection of 
duplicates at the service of the trustees, from which 
several thousand specimens will bo received as soon 
as arrangements can be made to accommodate them. 
It is understood that the trustees will proceed at once 
to replace the building which was destroyed; and 
they should erect a substantial fire-proof building in 
which to keep what valuable material they may here¬ 
after acquire. 

— The circular of the local committee of the Ameri¬ 
can association announces reduced rates on very 
many railways and at the hotels of Minneapolis, 
The latter, however, are crowded at this soason; and 
members are recommended to resort to the subur¬ 
ban hotels on Lake Minnetonka and Lake Calhoun, 
about twelve miles from the city, to and from many 
of which the railways will carry members free, the 
time being about half an hour. Many members will 
be entertained by the citizens of Minneapolis; and 
a sub-committee will endeavor to find entertainment 
for all who will notify its chairman, Hon. A, C. 
Rand, early, of their intention to be present. 

The usual favors will be granted by the telegraph 
companies. Badges, a daily lunch, and low-priced 
carriages will be furnished, together with a descrip¬ 
tive and illustrated guide to the city of Minneapolis, 
now in preparation. Express packages containing 
apparatus, specimens, maps, books, drawings, or 
other articles designed for use in the meetings, will 
be forwarded by the American express company, and 
delivered free of charge at the tTniverslty of Minne¬ 
sota. Such parcels should be addressed In care of 
Prof. J. A. Dodge, to whom, also, all correspondence 
relating to the same should be sent. After Aug. 12, 
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letters may be addressed to members at Minneapolis, 
in care of the association, and they will be delivered 
from the office of the local committee at the uni¬ 
versity. 

An excursion will be made to Minnetonka, and 
return, on Saturday afternoon, when a lawn picnic 
will be served at the Lake Park Hotel, If a party 
of a hundred and fifty or more desire to make an 
excursion to Winnipeg, and return, at one-half of 
regular fare, the St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Manitoba 
railway will send a special train for their accommo¬ 
dation. No definite arrangements have yet been 
made for other excursions. 

The retiring address of President J. W. Dawson 
will be given at the Westminster church, on Nicollet 
avenue, on Wednesday evening. After the address 
a reception wilt be held by the local committee at 
the Nicollet House. 

The meeting will probably be oue of special inter¬ 
est to glacial geologists, numerous papers concerning 
the terminal moraine and other glacial phenomena 
being expected. 

— The annual meeting of the Society for the pro¬ 
motion of agricultural science will be held in Minne¬ 
apolis on Aug. 13 and 14, in the Agricultural college 
building, of the State university. 

— A special public meeting of the Cambridge ento¬ 
mological club will be held in Minneapolis, at the 
chapel of the university, at two p.m. on Tuesday, 
Aug. 14, to which all persons interested in ento¬ 
mology are invited. 

— The annual meeting of the American forestry 
congress will be held at St. Paul, Minn., commencing 
on Wednesday, Aug. 8, 1883. The local committee 
has in charge the arrangement of railroad facilities, 
etc., announcement of which will be sent to all mem¬ 
bers In due time, and to all those who express their 
desire to attend the meeting. Papers to be read at 
the meeting, or abstracts of the same, should be sent 
tn to the corresponding secretary two weeks before 
meeting, according to the by-laws of the congress. 

— A geographical and ethnological exhibition will 
be held In Nancy from Aug. 20 to Sept. 20. 

— The French association for the advancement of 
sciences meet at Rouen, Aug. 16-23. 

— The sixth congress of the French geographical 
societies will meet under the presidency of M. do 
Lesseps at Douai on the 26th of August, and remain 
five days in session. A geographical exposition will 
form a feature of the meeting. The seventh congress 
will meet at Bouen in 1884, and the eighth at Oran 
In 1885. 

— The seventh congress of the Russian scientific 
association will be held In Odessa from Aug. 80 to 
Sept 9, 

— The sixth Annual meeting of the American 
society of mlcroscopists will be held in Chicago, be¬ 
ginning Tuesday, Aug. 7, 1888, and continuing four 
days. Ample preparations are making by the com¬ 
mittee of the State microscopical society of Illinois, 
and the Chicago academy of sciences; and the attend¬ 
ance of members Is expected to be huger than ever 
before. First-class hotel accommodations at reduced 


special rates have been secured, and choice arrange¬ 
ments made for the comfort and convenience of the 
meeting. Titles of papers may be sent to the secre¬ 
tary, Prof. D. 8. Keillcott, Ph.D., 116 14th St., 
Buffalo, N.Y. Full provision will be made for illus¬ 
tration, by projection apparatus, of any article when 
the authors may so desire. A special hour will be 
allotted each day to the exhibition of objects and ap¬ 
paratus referred to or described in communications 
read before the society; an evening will also^be set 
apart for the presentation of methods of work, in¬ 
cluding staining, section-cutting, mounting, micro¬ 
photography, etc. A general microscopical soiree 
will be held on another evening, and members are 
requested to bring instruments and slides with them. 
The exhibition of instruments and accessories by 
makers and dealers promises to be unusually fine. 

The officers of the society are Albert McCalla of 
Fairfield, Io M president; E. H, Griffith of Fairport, 
N.Y., and George 0. Taylor of Thibodeaux, La., 
vice-presidents; I). S. Keillcott of Buffalo, N.Y., sec¬ 
retary; and George E. Felt of Buffalo, N.Y., treas¬ 
urer. 

— The 8oci6t6 aeadtfmique of Brest held an exhi¬ 
bition of matters relating to geography, June 3-17. 
An especial object was to bring to notice the rich 
ethnological material which has accumulated in this 
city during many years. The halls devoted to Japan, 
China, Cochin-China, and West Africa, presented 
much of Interest. 

— In the Philosophical transactions for 1817 (p. 
32">), Sir William Ilerschel says, that, “ beside the 683 
Btar-gauges published in the Philosophical transac¬ 
tions for 1785 (p. 221), above 400 more have been 
taken in various parts of the heavens.” 

These four hundred unpublished gauges have lately 
been extracted from the original obscrvlng-booka 
preserved at the^Herschel family residence at Colling- 
wood, through the kindness of Sir William Herschel, 
the present baronet, and of his brother, Major John 
Herschel; and the manuscript has been presented 
to Professor Holden, director of the Washburn 
observatory. 

The original records are in the handwriting of 
Miss Caroline Ilerschel, and by her faithful care 
©very detail necessary to their accurate deduction is 
preserved. It will be observed that only two-thirds 
of the star-gauges of Herschel have heretofore been 
known. The new acquisition wiil be welcomed by 
those interested in this class of observations. They 
are a new gift from an inexhaustible mine. 

— The bureau of education has just published a 
circular of information, containing the results of an 
inquiry into the effects of co-educatlng the sexes in 
three hundred and forty cities and large towns of the 
Union. Of these, three hundred and twenty-one 
practise co-education throughout the public-school 
course, seventeen co-educate for part of the course, 
and two separate the sexes entirely. A careful 
analysis of* the reasons adduced for co-education en¬ 
ables the editor to formulate them as follows: co¬ 
education of the sexes is preferred where practised, 
because it is, 1°, natural, following the usual struc- 
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ture of the family and of society; 2°, cmtomaary, 
or in harmony with the habits nnd sentiments of 
every-day life and law; impartial , affording to 

both sexes equal opportunities for culture; 4°, eco¬ 
nomical , using school-funds to the best advantage; 
fi°, convenient both to superintendent and teachers 
In assigning, grading, * instruction, and discipline; 
and, 6°, beneficial to the minds, morals, habits, and 
development of the pupils. The pamphlet concludes 
by observing that. “ both the general instruction of 
girls, and the common employment of women as 
public-school teachers, depend, to a very great degree, 
on the prevalence of coeducation, and that a general 
discontinuance of it would entail either much In¬ 
creased expense for additional buildings and teachers, 
or a withdrawal of educational privileges from the 
future women and mothers of the nation/' 

— Mr. Charles B. Dyer, a well-known collector of 
Cincinnati fossils, died at his home on Wednesday, 
July 11, after a painful illness of over three months’ 
duration. He was for many years engaged in amass¬ 
ing one of the finest collections of local paleon¬ 
tology in the country, which now reposes in the 
Agassiz museum in Cambridge. His rarest fossils 
were collected by biuiBelf, and his industry in the 
pursuit of new and fine specimens was untiring. In 
connection with Mr. S. A, Miller, Mr. Dyer Issued a 
few years ago, at his own expense, a pamphlet with 
two plates, containing descriptions of new forms 
from his collection, entitled * Contributions to paleon¬ 
tology/ Thirty years ago Mr. Dyer retired from 
business with a moderate fortune, and devoted all his 
time to collecting. He was an eccentric man, with 
strong feelings, but a fast friend aud a pleasant com¬ 
panion. He was in the seventy-eighth year of his 
age, and had lived In Cincinnati for over fifty-five 
years. His name is attached to one of the common¬ 
est crinoids of the Cincinnati rocks, Giyptocrinus 
Dyeri, and to several very rare and beautiful forms 
discovered by him. 

— The Imperial geographical society of St. Peters¬ 
burg has awarded its groat ‘gold medal to H. W. 
Abich for his researches into the geology of the Cau¬ 
casus. The Lutkf; medal was received by WV K . 
D611en of the Pulkova observatory for improvements 
in astronomical Instruments; Vitkoffski, BarsofE,%nd 
Krasnoperoff have received medals for ethnographic 
and statistical works; Oshanin, for travels In Turkes¬ 
tan, etc. Silver medals were awarded to Brunoff for 
meteorological researches, and to Lessar, Schultz, 
Gladisheff, Kiseleff, Kodionoff, and Slovtsoff for sur¬ 
veys and journeys, chiefly on the Asiatic frontier of 
Russia. 

—■The observatory at Moscow was among the 
establishments of the northern hemisphere which co¬ 
operated with Mr. David Gill, Her majesty's astrono¬ 
mer at Cape Town, in securing observations of the 
small planet Victoria, at its late opposition, for a new 
determination of the solar parallax. The ninth vol¬ 
ume (Hvraison i.) of the Annalett of this institution 
contains the results of these observations,' together 
with several papers by its director, Dr, Bredichln, 
relating to comets and allied subjects. 
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THE U. S. NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

II. 

In a former number we reviewed some of 
the important principles of general classifica¬ 
tion suggested by Mr. Goode's plan of the 
National museum. We resume the topic to 
discuss some of the salient points iu the minor 
groupings of the same scheme. 

Section iii., 'natural resources/ i.e., 4 force 
and matter/ uppears to be out of place. 
Certainly these are primary subjects; and we 
cannot, as a merely practical matter, under¬ 
stand why the study of physics and chemistry 
is placed after that of the earth, which is to be 
treated of earlier under the separate heads of 
4 cosmology/ ‘ geology/ 4 physiography/ etc., 
in section ii. Imagine a person trying to learn 
"something of the relations of force and matter 
to the history of the development of the earth 
and its topography ajs it now appears, and hav¬ 
ing in view the applications of these studies to 
the explanation of some of man’s migrations or 
racial differences, or to any other anthtopologi¬ 
cal problem which might reach back to primary 
connections. Is it supposable that hia inquiries 
would be facilitated by placing the collection 
in such relations to each other as completely 
to cover up and invert their natural relations 
and logical order? Or is it probable that the 
mind of the visitor would be more enlightened 
by getting his information about the relations 
of the elements after he had passed through 
celestial and terrestrial physics and chemistry, 
and all the applications of these to the history 
Of the development of the earth? 

We can readily picture to ourselves the con¬ 
fusion which might be generated in his mind, 
and the discovery he might make of the neces¬ 
sity of reviewing all he had passed over before; 
but we fail in attempts to imagine the advan¬ 
tages of this inversion* We cannot, therefore, 
understand the considerations which induced 

fto.46—1SS8. 


Mr. Goode to adopt this method of arranging 
the sections, nor why he did not place natural 
resources first, and man last, in his natural 
history division ; for that is what the first three 
sections really constitute when taken together. 
They would then have stood iu approximately 
natural, and certainly respectably logical, rela¬ 
tions to each other. 

We should then have had in section i., phys¬ 
ics, chemistry, and all the mineralogical, botan¬ 
ical, and zoological collections as introductions 
to the study of section ii., where the princi¬ 
ples of science learned in passing them in re¬ 
view would be found of essential assistance in 
understanding the earth, with all the topics of 
cosmology, geology, etc., whether presented, 
9 9 Mr. Goode proposes, solely as man’s abode, 
or iu its more natural relation to the universe 
as a planetary body. The last seems to us the 
preferable because more natural mode of pres¬ 
entation ; and the author shows this by bring¬ 
ing in cosmology. This, if at all effective, 
must show that the earth is a planet primarily 
uninhabitable by man, and evolved without ref¬ 
erence to hiNexistence, conducted in its career 
by cosmic forces uninfluenced by his presence, 
and, in all likelihood, destined to become unfit, 
in course of time, for his existence. 

After the earth as man’s abode had been 
passed through by the visitor, we could readily 
conceive of his being all the better prepared 
for the understanding of section iii., 4 the nat¬ 
ural history of man and his adjuncts of all 
kinds.’ 

Passing over section iv. ( k the exploitative 
industries’) and section v. ( 4 the elaborative 
industries’), which together constitute what 
appears to be a second grand division of the 
museum representing the purely industrial side, 
we come to section vi. In this section are in¬ 
cluded foods, and drinks in their final stages 
of preparation for the use of man, narcotics, 
dress, buildings, fhrniture, heating and illumi¬ 
nation , medicine, hygiene, transportation. All 
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of these are supposed to have a more direct 
relation to the physical condition of mankind, 
either from their nature, or in the peculiar 
stages of their manufacture which makes them 
admissible to the cases of this section* 

Section vii., 1 social relations of mankind 
(sociology and its accessories) / is to he an ex¬ 
position of the appliances and methods made 
use of by man in his social relations, commu¬ 
nication of ideas and their record, trade and 
commerce, societies and federations, govern¬ 
ment and law, war, ceremonies. 

Section viii., ‘ intellectual occupations of 
mankind (art, science, and philosophy) / is to 
show the existing intellectual and moral condi¬ 
tion of man, and the most perfect results of 
human achievement in every direction of ac¬ 
tivity, Its topics are to be games and amuse¬ 
ments, music, the drama, the arts, literature, 
folk-lore, science, philosophy, education, and 
climaxes of human achievement. 

The sixth to the eighth sections contain the 
special topics which can be used to illustrate 
the results of the intellectual progress of man 
more completely and directly, perhaps, than 
the industries, in sections iv. and v. ; and these 
are accordingly placed in a succession leading 
naturally to their culmination in the topic which 
terminates section viii., and is at the same time 
the sixty-fourth and last of all of the topics. 
This terminal topic is to be an exposition of the 
most remarkable achievements of man. The 
separation of this from the final topic of sec¬ 
tion i. (‘ man in his individual manifestations, 
representative men, )>iograph} r ’) shows, that, 
though Mr. Goode has kept in view the key¬ 
note of man's progress in civilization, the 
development of the individual, he has never¬ 
theless either failed in seeing, or considered of 
subordinate importance, the racial peculiarities 
and advantages of which the representative 
man is necessarily only the concentrated or 
focalized expression. 

In fact, this want of what we might call 
psychological insight is apparent everywhere ; 
and throughout the scheme the race is subor¬ 
dinated to the notion that man should be pre¬ 
sented and considered as a whole, whether in 


the development of the topics separately, or the 
purely comparative arrangement of the sixty- 
four topics themselves as assembled in the 
different sections of the museum. In section 
i. man is treated of ‘ psychologically as a unit; ’ 
and it is only in the second topic of this [sec¬ 
tion, where the natural relations of men force 
the treatment to stand upon a racial basis, that 
we find this policy even apparently abandoned. 
We say apparently ; because, as we understand 
it, the effort here will be not to show the his¬ 
torical or physical development of the races, 
so much as to contrast them side by side and 
exhibit the characteristics of each race. 

In all its parts, the arrangement is based 
in each topic upon a comparison of the work 
of different racers ; and the objects used for 
these purposes must be withdrawn from tbeir 
natural associations in other collections, and 
their significance in the history, physical and 
psychological, of any particular race, be sacri¬ 
ficed. 

This is the method of comparative anatomy, 
and has certain obvious advantages for the 
study of anatomy if it is confined in applica¬ 
tion within the well-defined limits of any one 
type of plants or animals; but it is liable to lead 
to serious errors when carried beyond these 
limits. The dismembered organs or parts, 
though similar, are, when found in distinct 
types, unquestionably often distinct in origin. 
The comparative method necessarily cuts across 
the natural order of things in their relations 
to time and to the successive stages of their 
development; and this is an obvious defect, 
which, when applied to anthropological col¬ 
lections, is destructive of all natural concep¬ 
tions as to the way in which modifications and 
changes really arise or flow out of pre-existing 
localized or racial conditions. 

Anthropology as a science is essentially con¬ 
cerned in tracing the history of different races 
of men: it clings to the race as the safest 
basis of classification at present existing, and 
it is the test by which all general conclusions 
with regard to the nature of man and the evolu¬ 
tion of civilization are judged. A museum of 
anthrojjology departs widely from this basis 
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and true scientific conservatism when it as¬ 
sumes the task of harmonizing the psycholog) 7 
of all the races of men, especially in the pres¬ 
ent almost unexplored condition of this field 
in savage races, and when it declares that it 
can present a true picture of the existing con¬ 
dition of man by the method of general com¬ 
parison of things whose connections, as they 
stand side by side, are obviously unnatural. 

The presentation of the results of achieve¬ 
ment in all directions, as attained by each 
race or natural association of races, could 
not have been open to such serious objec¬ 
tions, would have been far more effectual, 
and more in accordanee with the principles of 
modern classification and the practice of mu¬ 
seums of anthropology. It would, at any 
rate, have retained the collections in what are 
known to be their natural relations; such a 
presentation could not have failed, therefore, to 
meet the wants of the future and the demands 
of the present in a more effectual way than by 
any artificial classification, whatever its con¬ 
venience. 

We do not think that the industrial side 
would have suffered from this policy, but, on 
the contrary, we think its subjects would have 
greatly gained in interest from being shown as 
developed by the different races; nor do we 
believe that such a plan would have demanded 
more room than the present plan, required any 
more duplicate collections for its proper illus¬ 
tration, or yet have greatly increased the diffi¬ 
culties of the classification of topics which Mr. 
Goode has so ably handled in his scheme. 

The comparative method could then, if 
deemed necessary, have been resorted to as 
a crowning effort *to show, side by side in a 
single collection, the ultimate achievements 
and results attained by each race, how far it 
had been able to advance in civilization, and 
what influence, if any, its finest work had had 
upon the existing conditions of that civiliza¬ 
tion. Such a summary certainly could be so 
limited by judicious selection as to be brought 
within the mental grasp of the intelligent and 
diligent student; whereas a definite concep¬ 
tion of Mr. Goode’s sixty-four topics presup¬ 


poses mental powers of a titanic order. In 
fact, the graphic picture of civilization which 
they will present will, from their number and 
mode of arrangement, be? necessarily heteroge¬ 
neous, — an improvement, no doubt, on general 
notions in being composed of objects instead of 
individualized mental conceptions, but certain¬ 
ly not capable of giving the harmonious effect 
which the author aims at producing. 

The National museum is, however, to be 
not only the representative educational mu¬ 
seum of this country, but is also to be com¬ 
bined with departments of research. We have, 
therefore, to consider the probable influence of 
the museum of education and its collections 
upon the departments of research, bequeathed 
to its care by the Smithsonian, as well as 
those likely to come under its influence in the 
future. These last collections might, perhaps, 
be safely left to themselves ; but it must be 
remembered, that, though at present secure, 
they will eventually obey the law 7 of attraction, 
and their curators must begin immediately to 
take an active interest in the collections which 
are to represent their achievements before the 
country at large, and the relations of these de¬ 
partments to the prospects of investigators. 

At prescut the departments of research and 
those of education are not only under one head, 
but the subordinate offices are also united in 
the same persons. Under these circumstances, 
wo view with apprehension certain tendencies, 
which are evident in the pamphlet before us, 
and especially the prominence given to the 
industrial sections. Their present mode of 
arrangement and ideals do not definitively shut 
out all possibility of co-operation with business ; 
on the contrary, if wo understand certain pas¬ 
sages in Mr. Goode’s pamphlet, this co-opera¬ 
tion is invited, and some firms are already 
providing the cases with collections of indus¬ 
trial products. We know that science is not 
the weakest now in the National museum, and 
our fears will probably highly amuse the officers 
of the industrial sections; but nevertheless, we 
cannot see what is to prevent enterprising firms 
from presently finding out the value of these 
departments as advertising mediums, and being 
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aggressively if not successfully generous in 
supplying their wants with expensive gifts, 
accompanied by their business-cards. The fer¬ 
tility of the imagination in the construction of 
wedges may certainly be counted upon as quite 
equal to the opening of any cracks which may 
present themselves ; and we think it would have 
been far more prudent to recognize and provide 
for these dangers, however remote they might 
be considered. 

We are, of course, conscious that the joining 
of hands between science and the industries is 
the general drift of the tendencies of the day, 
especially in this country. That this will ele¬ 
vate the industries, we have no doubt; but 
that it will also elevate the ideals of science, 
we do not believe* How will the future di¬ 
rector, however scientific, avoid the necessity 
of becoming, before the government and the 
country, the representative of great commer¬ 
cial and industrial questions and interests, 
and be in danger of having his interests and 
his thoughts drawn into the vortex of such 
affairs, to the exclusion and neglect of the 
purely scientific aims and objects of the mu¬ 
seum ? We do not claim that this will be sure 
to be the case, but simply that we do not see 
how he can avoid the natural results of his 
position at the head of the great industrial 
museum of the country. 

Mr. Goode’s pamphlet also contains other 
matters, which, when viewed in the light given 
by the past history of other museums, show 
the neglect of essential precautions. There is, 
for example, no provision for limiting the ac¬ 
cumulations of specimens. On the contrar}', 
overpowered by the wants of his world-embra¬ 
cing scheme, he appeals to public-spirited citi¬ 
zens to come forward and deposit their valuable 
and extensive private collections; and it is 
especially recommended that the officers, by 
a wise forethought, should enepurage this pro¬ 
pensity to the utmost. 

Private collections have been made for the 
most heterogeneous purposes; and it is well 
known that their possessors usually demand, in 
return for their generosity in giving them, that 
they shall be kept together, or have a goodly 


proportion of exhibition space allotted to them. 
Such unqualified appeals, and the neglect of ail 
other precautions 1 against the unlimited acqui¬ 
sition of materials, are entirely at variance with 
the selective policy previously announced, and 
a complete surrender of the principles which 
should govern a museum starting with a new 
ideal, and bent upon avoiding the errors of 
policy and the unnecessary burdens which had 
been previously and truthfully described by 
Mr. Goode as the greatest obstacles in the path 
of the older museums. 

It docs not require a prophetic eye to see in 
the near future, that assisted by the Fish-com¬ 
mission, the Geological survey, and other de¬ 
partments of the government, the business 
energy and liberality of the American citizen, 
the pride, energy, and influence of the present 
staff of museum, uncontrolled b}' any prudential 
considerations, and stimulated by the universal 
field they are required to cover, will heap up 
materials not only faster than they can be han¬ 
dled, but in such masses that they will become, 
as in older museums, serious obstacles to the 
progress of the museum of education itself, and 
be still more serious in their effects upon the 
museum of research. The resources of the 
National museum, however great they may be, 
will inevitably find themselves, sooner or later, 
blocked by these accumulations ; and their care 
will occupy the time of the officers in an in¬ 
creasing ratio. Luckily ftfr science, men in 
such positions have frequently found them¬ 
selves unable to resist the suggestive seduc¬ 
tions of research, and allowed collections to 
suffer while they studied; but many, too con¬ 
scientious to do this, have been sacrificed to 
the mere preservation of materials, whose labors 
would have repaid the daily wages of man} 
more lower-class laborers to any civilized gov¬ 
ernment. Large accumulations, however, not 
only directly discourage the investigator by 

* That we are not mfsrepresenting the spfrlt of th« museum by 
this remark may bo learned in Mr. Goode's own words: “Tho 
olnssifteatlon proposed should provide a place (br every object 
In existence which It Is possible to describe, or which may be 
designated by a name. When the object Itself cannot be ob¬ 
tained, Its place should he supplied by a model, picture, or dfa- 

ffram/’ 
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wasting his time, but their necessary preserva¬ 
tion strikes at a still more vital point in using 
up funds which could otherwise be employed 
for the publication of the results of researches. 
They also equally interfere with the purchase of 
delicate instruments, the employment of labor 
to directly assist in carrying out the purposes 
of research, prevent the purchase of such 
specimens or collections as may be essential, 
and cat! off opportunities for travel and study 
in other museums or parts of the world. 

We think, therefore, that, while the National 
museum may open some paths to the investi¬ 
gator, it will neither directly do the very best 
work in this direction, nor give us any grounds 
for believing that it will introduce a new era of 
prosperity for abstract investigation. It will 
add one more to the useful scientific institu¬ 
tions of its kind, it will undoubtedly contribute 
to the progress of science by increasing the 
opportunities for employment and by the ex¬ 
ample of its officers ; but it will not do much 
for them or for us in the way of an exalted 
ideal. 

If the museum of education had been lim¬ 
ited by a wise policy of selection in its ac¬ 
cumulations of materials, and placed under a 
distinct staff, we could have made no such ob¬ 
jections ; then the practical objects of its ex¬ 
istence would not have suffered, as they now 
surely will, from the psychological tendencies 
of the investigating curators; nor, on the other 
hand, would the investigators themselves have 
been distracted by having a double purpose 
in all that they were doing, and frequently 
obliged to sacrifice one or the other. We do 
not wish to imply thatethe museums should 
not be under one geftcral head, and have all 
the benefits of mutual association, but simply 
insist that the ideals are quite distinct, and 
the officers should realize this by being under 
different regulations, .and under a different gov¬ 
ernment, in each of the two museums. The 
investigator cdhnot avoid placing on exhibition 
the record of his own and others* work; and 
he will find a thousand good reasous for crowd¬ 
ing the cases with flue collections, because they 
are fine, and because they are important in 


research, or unique, or remarkable; and the 
educational idea will be subordinate or com¬ 
pletely lost in such parts of the museum, so 
far as the average student is concerned. 

The cost of the museum will be enormous; 
but if its lew sons can be easily mastered by 
the average student, and in this case the 
student is the average congressman, he will 
not begrudge the funds which are necessary 
for its support. It must be remembered that 
these are keen men, quick to see the advan¬ 
tages of such lessons as the museum can teach 
them; especially if, like the library, it can 
make itself really useful to them, and keep up 
with the times by illustrating the new results 
of discovery and research in all departments 
of learning in an explanatory and popular way. 
We imagine that they will not be slow' in call¬ 
ing upon the officers of the museum whenever 
they have need of their services, and that they 
will be rather disgusted if any of the require¬ 
ments of research interfere with their desire for 
information. 

While we wish the greatest success to the 
National museum and its energetic and de¬ 
servedly popular director, and have the high¬ 
est respect and friendliest feeling towards 
their undertaking, and a faith that the}* will 
finally work Out a better result than is prom¬ 
ised, we think that neither this faith nor their 
great scientific achievements, of which we are 
justly proud, nor the liberality of the govern¬ 
ment, can entirely make up for the absence of 
the public recognition of a more purely scien¬ 
tific ideal in our National museum. 


KINETIC CONSIDERATIONS AS TO THE 
NATURE OF THE ATOMIC MOTIONS 
WHICH PROBABLY ORIGIN A TE RA¬ 
DIATIONS A — II. 

Having now sufficiently cleared the field of 
inquiry by this preliminary discussion, let us 
consider the proposed hypothesis somewhat 
more closely, both as to what it is precisely, 
and as to how far it is in accordance with the 
phenomena. The whole outcome of Lockyer’s 
investigations, to which we have referred, 
leads to the conclusion that atoms of the chemi¬ 
cal elements are complex bodies, all of which 

* Conetnd«d ftvffl Ko. 34. aUo /Vac. Ohio wtecA. in$t„ II.$0, 
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are formed of ultimate atoms of the same kind ; 
so that, on this hypothesis, there is but one kind 
of substance from which all others are com¬ 
pounded. Chemical atoms might be compared 
to a chime of bells all cast from the same ma¬ 
terial, but each having its own special series of 
harmonic vibrations. 

A necessary result flowing from this hypoth¬ 
esis would be, that the atomic weights should 
all be exact multiples of some fraction of the 
atomic weight of hydrogen, which would in¬ 
clude Front's hypothesis as a particular ease. 
The experimental data are, perhaps, not yet 
sufficiently precise to enable us to obtain a 
trustworthy result as to the probability of the 
truth of Trout's hypothesis; yet Clarke’s 1 re¬ 
sults as to the atomic weights seem to show 
that the hypothesis has a high degree of proba¬ 
bility. 

If the chemical atoms of all bodies are as¬ 
sumed to be formed of ultimate atoms, which are 
in all respects equal and alike, this hypothesis 
furnishes a basis for investigation at once defi¬ 
nite and simple, some of whose consequences 
we shall now endeavor to show to be in ac¬ 
cordance with experimental facts. 

We wish, in the first place, to show that this 
hypothesis wull make the temperature of a gas 
proportional to its mean kinetic energy. A 
chemical atom may be assumed to be a per¬ 
fectly clastic body, as its deformation is as¬ 
sumed to be extremely small, lint according 
to the mathematical theory of elastic impact, 2 
u when two such bodies come into collision, 
sometimes wdth greater and sometimes with 
less mutual velocity, but witli other circum¬ 
stances similar, the velocities of all particles 
of either body at corresponding times of the 
impacts will always be in the same propor¬ 
tion ; ” from which it fs clear, that in a mix¬ 
ture of two kinds of gas, as hj'drogen and> 
oxygen for example, when the mean velocity 
of the molecules is so increased that the vibra¬ 
tion of the ultimate atoms of the hydrogen is 
increased a certain per cent, then that of the 
ultimate atoms of the oxygen is increased by 
the same per cent. But the circumstances 
of the encounters and the forces acting be¬ 
tween the ulitmate molecules determine what 
fraction the mean kinetic energy of vibration 
of the ultimate atoms shall be of that of the 
molecules whose encounters cause these vibra¬ 
tions. Since the circumstances attending the 
encounters are dependent simply upon the 
forces acting between the ultimate atoms as¬ 

1 ConataniH of nature, part v. A recalculation of ttfu atomic 
wtii^htH, Washington, 18H2. 

2 Thomson ami Tail*# Natural philosophy, 1867, art. 802. 


sumed to be in all respects equal, the energy 
of their vibration will be the same in an atom 
of hydrogen as it is in an atom of oxygen ; for 
each degree of freedom of every ultimate atom 
of either element is similarly circumstanced, 
both as regards forces between itself and other 
ultimate atoms of the same chemical atom, and 
also as regards the impact# of other molecules. 
The proposition of the kinetic theory which 
makes the energy of each degree of freedom 
the same, which has been erroneously applied 
to the degrees of freedom of molecules, can 
therefore be correctly applied to the ultimate 
atoms. 

But it might not, at first glance, be apparent 
whether these vibrations are caused by, and 
are proportional to, the mean progressive 
energy of the molecules, or to their rotary 
energy combined with it. But it is not dif¬ 
ficult to show that the vibrations of the chemi¬ 
cal atoms with respect to each other arc pro¬ 
portional to the mean progressive energy alone, 
and then to show the same for the ultimate 
atoms. Although, in the paper upon the 
vibratory motions of atoms within the mole¬ 
cule, we have for mathematical purposes con¬ 
sidered the centrifugal force as causing vibra¬ 
tions of atoms with respect to each other, yet 
in fact the vibrations so caused are vanishing 
quantities, compared with those caused by the 
coni|>onent of the impulsive force acting during 
an encounter along the line joining the atoms 
of a molecule. The magnitude of such a vibra¬ 
tion, other things being equal, depends upon 
the suddenness of the impulse ; and the sud¬ 
denness of the force called into play during 
a change of rotary velocity, by deviation from 
motion in a tangent to motion in a circle, can 
bear no comparison to the suddenness of a 
direct impulse along the radius of the circle. 
Hence the direct impulse due to the progres¬ 
sive motion need alone be considered. 

It thus appears that the energy of vibration 
of chemical atoms with respect to each other 
in a simple gas is proportional to its mean 
progressive energy. The same is true of the 
vibrations, with respect to each other, of the 
ultimate atoms which form a chemical atom, 
and for the same reasons; for the forces which , 
act upon the ultimate atoms are the impulses 
due to the encounters of other molecules, and 
those due to the remaining chemloal atoms of 
the same molecule. The energy* of the latter 
of these motions is proportional to the former, 
as has just beeu shown ; hence their sum is so 
also: therefore the energy exerted to deform 
a chemical molecule, and set it in vibration, is 
proportional to the mean progressive energy. 
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But i t is to be noticed that the impulses 
due to the vibrations of the chemical atoms 
within a molecule are vastly more frequent 
than the molecular impulses; and it appears 
probable that the vibrations of the chemical 
atoms sol up during an encounter will rapidly 
decay, even in case they do not themselves 
directly originate radiations. The vibratory 
energy of tins kind may then be changed 
almost instantly iuto that of vibration of the 
ultimate atoms. 

According to the hypothesis which we are 
now considering, the temperature of the body 
and the intensity of the radiation depend solely 
on the vibratory energy of the ultimate atoms ; 
but, since these ultimate atoms are assumed to 
be in all respects equal, they vibrate under the 
notion of the same forces, and have the same 
degrees of freedom and constraint within the 
chemical atoms of one element as they do 
within those of a different element. Hence 
it appears, that if the ultimate atoms of two 
different gases have the same vibratory energy 
(i.e M cause vibrations of the same intensity), 
so that the flow of radiant energy is the same 
from all the ultimate atoms of each gas, then 
there will be no disturbance of this equilib¬ 
rium when these gases are mixed ; in which 
esse the distribution of energy is effected by 
molecular encounters, which distribute equal 
mean amounts of energy to each molecule, in¬ 
stead of by radiations, which distribute equal 
mean amounts of energy to each ultimate atom. 

In attempting to account for the high specific 
heat of liquids, 1 have elsewhere given reasons 
for supposing that it is due to a certain per 
cent of dissociation, which increases with the 
temperature. It appears probable, that, al¬ 
though some small amount of dissociation may 
exist in gases also, there is not so large a per 
cent as in the liquid state, nor does the per 
cent necessarily increase, with the temperature ; 
for by reason of the free progressive motion in 
a gas, which does not exist in a liquid, any 
dissociated atoms have a much better opportu¬ 
nity to recombine; and, as the velocities (espe¬ 
cially those of free atoms) increase with the 
temperature, these opportunities increase, as 
well as the number of dissociations occurring 
in a unit of time ; so that, at a high tempera¬ 
ture, an atom of gas may not stay dissociated 
so long as at a lpwer temperature, while in a 
liquid this interval will not be sensibly affected 
by the temperature. 

- It is thought that the law of IMong and 
Petit receives reasonable explanation on the 
hypothesis that the ultimate atoms have each 
the same kinetic energy at the same temper¬ 


ature, as will be shown in a subsequent paper; 
but perhaps the strongest direct evidence in 
favor of the proposed hypothesis is found in the 
fact that even the simplest elements, such as 
hydrogen or mercury, have spectra of several 
lines at least, showing that the source of the 
light must be sufficiently complex to be able to 
vibrate in a number of different ways, such as 
may well be possible for an atom formed of a 
number of ultimate atoms, but such as is in¬ 
conceivable in a molecule consisting of one or 
t wo perfectly hard atoms. H. T. Eddy. 


THE NATIONAL RAILWAY EXPOSI¬ 
TION . 1 — IV. 

Tub exhibit of locomotives was remarkably 
complete, and comprised engines differing 
widely in si see and power, and adapted for every 
variety of work; but a certain uniformity of 
the design of the main features would seem 
to indicate that locomotive practice has settled 
down into a certain groove, and that the meth¬ 
ods of construction now adopted are so satis¬ 
factory that few exhibitors propose to greatly 
improve upon them by any radical alterations, 
though one or two of these new departures, 
such as theWoottcu firebox and the Stevens 
valve-gear, seem likely to come into extensive 
use. 

The main tendency of locomotive design 
seems to run rather in the direction of larger 
bearing surfaces and stronger working parts 
than in any novel methods of construction; 
while soumKand accurate workmanship, and 
plenty of good material judiciously distributed, 
are relied on to make a locomotive durable, 
hard-working, and trustworthy under trying 
conditions. 

Mr, E. Shay of Haring, Mich., exhibits a 
model of an engine of peculiar construction for 
‘ logging ’ purposes. These small railways are 
exceedingly light in construction, and the rails 
and ties are generally laid directly on the sur¬ 
face of the ground, without any great attention 
being paid to preliminary grading or align¬ 
ment ; and therefore a suitable locomotive must 
unite considerable tractive power with great 
flexibility of wheel-base, and a small weight, 
on any one pair of wheels. Mr, Shay accom¬ 
plishes this by using a Forney type of loco¬ 
motive, having a pair of drivers under the barrel 
of the boiler, and a four-wheel truck, carrying 
the tank and fuel, behind the firebox. All the 
wheels being made of the same diameter, a pair 
of vertical engines are secured to one side of 
the firebox, working a longitudinal shaft which 

1 Contluued from No. U5. 
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runs beside the wheels. lievel pinions on 
this shaft engage bevel wheels on the hubs of 
the wheels, and, as the shaft is provided with 
universal and telescopic joints, the whole of 
the wheels can be driven simultaneously, no 
matter how sharp the curve over which the 
engine may be running; and, owing to the 
interposition of gearing, comparatively small- 
sized cylinders are sufficient to enable the 
engine to haul very heavy loads, and yet run 
sufficiently fast for the nature of the work. 

Mr. Shay informs us that nearly a hundred 
of these engines are at work, some on wo<xlen 
rails, and that they are giving great satisfac¬ 
tion. The mode of driving appears to be 
novel, and, despite some complexity, is free 
from many of the disadvantages of the Fairlie 


system, which also utilizes the adhesion of 
radiating axles. 

Messrs. H. K, Porter & Co. of Pittsburgh, 
Penn., also exhibit an engine specially adapted 
for logging railways. Ordinary methods of 
construction are, however, followed; and the 
consequent greater simplicity is of great ad¬ 
vantage where the work for a few months in 
the year is very severe, and no repair-shops 
are situated within convenient distance. The 
engine exhibited is of the following dimen¬ 
sions, and is calculated to work safely on a 
rail weighing only thirty pounds per yard : — 

Cylinders, diameter and stroke. ♦ 10 in. x 10 in. 


Driving-wheels, diameter.30 In. 

Truck-wheels, diameter.22 In. 


Rigid wheel, base.5 ft. 3 in. 



Looome iwwoiiOTm: exhibited bt H. K, Tonwfia k Co. 







































1868 .] 


SC IE N CM. 


127 


Total wheel base.18 ft. 4 in. 

Weight in working order .... 81,000 lbs. 

Weight on drivers.20,000 lbs. 

Water-capacity of tank.500 gallons. 


Messrs. Porter state that a similar engine, 
working day and night on a road 11 miles in 
length, with grades of 53 feet per mile, has 
handled 350,000 feet of logs in 24 hours, run¬ 
ning about 180 miles in that time. 

The engine exhibited is well designed, and 
the workmanship is fully equal to that on a 
first-class main-line engine. 

The Cooke locomotive works of Paterson, 
N.J., exhibit an engine for the Southern 
Pacific railroad which is believed to be the 
largest locomotive in the world, the cylinders 
being 20 inches diameter by no less than 80 
inches stroke. The designer of this engine, 
Mr. N. f. Stevens, general master mechanic 
of the Central Pacific railroad, is, however, 
building a still larger engine at the company’s 
shops at Sacramento, CaL, the cylinders of 
which measure 21 inches hy 3f> inches. 7'his 
latest development will exert a tractive force 
of 278 pounds for every pound per square inch 
average pressure on the pistons ; that is to say, 
with an average pressure on the pistons of 100 
pounds per square inch throughout the stroke, 
this engine would exert a tractive force or 
pull of 27,800 pounds, less the internal friction 
of the working-parts th e engine. Whether 
the average drawbar of the average freight- 
car is capable of safely standing such a strain 
is a question which experience will probably 
solve in a direction unfavorable to weak draw- 
gear. Apart from their immense size, these 
engines are interesting as being fitted with a 
novel form of valve-motion. The engine ex¬ 
hibited has four slide-valves to each cylinder, 
two main valves, and two riding cut-off valves. 
An excellent diagram is obtained, the put-off 
being sharp, and the compression very slight; 
and the gear seems well adapted to a slow-run¬ 
ning freight-engine. In the later and larger 
engine, but two valves are employed, and but 
one eccentric; motion being taken from the 
engine crqasbead. The results of this simpler 
gear promise to be equally good, and the trial- 
trip of this engine will be looked forward to 
with great interest. 

The Grant locomotive works are the makers 
of the only engine which departs from the 
sober suit of t$aek in which its competitors are 
arrayed ; and farther examination shows that 
its peculiarities are not confined to the outside 

S aranoe, hut extend to the frtel to be used, 
|i is entirely hovel in character. The in¬ 


ventor, Dr. Holland, proposes to raise steam 
by means of the combustion of decomposed 
water. The heat evolved by burning naphtha 
is used to separate the oxygen and hydrogen 
in superheated steam ; and, the carbon of the 
naphtha kindly uniting with the oxygen thus 
set free, the hydrogen is burnt by means of 
oxygen obtained from atmospheric air. The 
inventor states that the only products of this 
combustion are carbonic acid and water, the 
nitrogen disappearing in some mysterious man¬ 
ner not yet fully understood. The old fallacy 
that water can bo decomposed and then re¬ 
united, with a positive advantage as regards 
heat, is here again illustrated ; while the strong 
smell of burning naphtha during the trial of the 
engine in the exposition indicated that this 
convenient auxiliary was used to a considerable 
and probably wasteful extent. 



The Philadelphia and Beading railroad ex¬ 
hibit a fast passenger-engine fitted with Woot- 
teas' patent firebox, which is adapted to burn 
any waste or inferior quality of fuel. Re¬ 
versing the usual practice on locomotives, the 
combustion on this engine is slow, owing to the 
enormous area of the grate (72 square feet), 
instead of a small one (13 or 17 square feet), 
while the blast is not severe, and the fire is one- 
third thh,usual thickness (4 inches instead of 
10 or 12 Indies) ; the result being a less vivid 
oombnstion, the interior of the fire-box being 
dull red in pteqe of the white heat usual when 
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ft locomotive is at work. Trials at Chicago 
seemed to indicate that the engine was capa¬ 
ble of maintaining steam with almost any kind 
of fuel, and that the lignite and inferior coal 
of the new north-west-, which often contains 
only thirty-five per cent of carbon, can there¬ 
fore be utilized under locomotives. 

The slow combustion does not produce a heat 
intense enough to fuse the slag, and therefore 
the firebars keep clean and free from clinker; 
aud it need hardly be pointed out that this is 
an important practical consideration in deal¬ 
ing with fuel which contains over fifty per cent 
of ash. 

The large grate area is obtained by placing 
the fire and grate bars completely over the 
driving-wheels, where plenty of width is ob¬ 
tainable ; and the firebox: is accordingly made 
no less then 8 feet wide inside, instead of the 
usual 33 inches. It might be anticipated that 
the increased height of the centre of gravity 
would tend to make the engine unsteady at a 
high speed ; but a precisely opposite result is 
obtained, as the engine rides with remarkable 
steadiness and smoothness, even at the highest 
speeds. 

The Shaw engine has been so often de¬ 
scribed, and been so prominently before the 
public, that it is only necessary to say here, 
that, though exhibited at the Chicago exposi¬ 
tion, want of time prevented any proper scien¬ 
tific tests being made to ascertain the real \ alue 
of the invention. 



UATAMir PAUKIHQ VOB WBTON.ROD#. 


Various forms of metallic packing for piston- 
rods are now being extensively used with ex- 
excellent results, the wear of both rod and 
packing being very slight, while the use erf anti¬ 


friction metal obviates the frequent renewals 
necessary with hemp, rubber, and other pack¬ 
ings which are destroyed by heat rather than 
by wear. In the packing which we illustrate, 
provision is made for any inaccuracy in fitting 
by allowing the piston-rod some play in the 
stuffing-box ; the vibrating cup, 4, sliding on 
the ball and socket ring, 3. As the packing 
rings are pressed to their work by a spring, it 
is impossible for a careless engineer to screw 
his packing too tight, or to make it bear on 
one side only of the rod. 



Water. 

MaCK’i* IMPROVED 1.1 FTt N« INJKOTOR. 


The National tube-works of Boston, Mass., 
exhibited an injector at work, which possessed 
some points of novelty, and appeared to be well 
adapted for use ou locomotives working with 
bad water. The very fact that a simple ar¬ 
rangement of hollow cones can enable steam 
to lift and force water into a boiler working at 
the same pressure is in itself a remarkable 
paradox; but Mack’s injector, as shown at 
work in the exposition, forced a small quantity 
of water into a boiler working at two hundred 
pounds per square inch when the injector itself 
was only supplied with steam of half that press¬ 
ure. Tlie apparatus was so arranged that 
the quantity of water forced against different 
boiler-pressures by the same pressure of steam 
could be readily gauged; and the results were 
interesting us showing what a large range of 
work can be performed by an apparatus winch 
has no moving parts. The injector is made 
in several pieces, so that it can be readily 
taken apart, and cleaned of scale deposited by 
hard or lime water. When the injector is 
started, the water is lifted by means of a jet of 
steam, which rushes through a very line hole 
running longitudinally through the centre spin¬ 
dle ; the injector becomes full of water, which 
escapes at the overflow; the regulating spindle 
is thoii screwed back, and the large volume 
of steam thus admitted is condensed by the 
water already in the injector, mingles with it, 
and the momentum of the steam due to its 
great velocity (some five thousand feet per 
minute) drives the combined steam and water 
into the boiler* 
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THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EX¬ 
HIBITION. — THIRD PAPER. 

In eight weeks over seven hundred thousand 
persons have visited the exhibition ; and there 
are no signs of any doorcase in the daily attend¬ 
ance, which averages from twelve thousand to 
eighteen thousand, except on Wednesdays, 
when, the price of admission being half a crown 
instead of one shilling, the number is only 
about half as great. Wherever one travels 
by public conveyance, some of his neighbors 
in the car or the omnibus are always laden 
with the ponderous blue catalogue of the ex¬ 
hibition. London is thoroughly permeated by 
the interest in fish and fisheries. On Sunday 
I felt a desire for a change of topic, and sought 
refuge under the dome of St. VauTa; but the 
canon of Worcester, who officiated at the 
service, preached a sermon on the miraculous 
draught of fishes. 

Since the middle of July the galleries have 
been lighted by electricity until ten o’clock. 
The result has been very satisfactory, the 
illumination in many cases being more effec¬ 
tive than that by sunlight. The annoyance of 
heavy shadows is avoided by the use of a large 
number of lamps. All the principal systems 
being represented, there is an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity for comparison. The following is the 
official distribution of the electric lighting of 
the exhibition: — 


tied that a few large arc-lamps are preferable 
to a groat number of small ones. The light 
seems softer, more powerful, and more evenly 
diffused, in a room like the main galley as¬ 
signed to the l States, where there are 

six lamps in a room fifty by a hundred and 
forty feet, at a distance of perhaps fifteen feet 
from the floor, than by a system like that in 
the British sea-fishery gallery, where the twelve 
hundred Swan incandescent lamps are used 
* to demonstrate the possibility of lighting large 
areas by incandescence,’ as the official catalogue 
states. Thirty lights of the Gulcher or Ed¬ 
munds patterns would give a much better effect 
in tills great shed, eight hundred and forty by * 
fifty feet in dimension. The effect of a large 
number of incandescent latupd disposed along 
the roof of a room in every direction is very 
bewildering: they detract the attention, and 
give one the feeling that a long stay will 1m 
sure to result in a headache. In the Chinese 
court the Crookes incandescent lamps are used, 
each suspended under a shade of brightly- 
colored glass: the general effect is rather 
pretty, but the collections are scarcely dis¬ 
cernible. 

My observations at the exhibition have been 
confirmed by what 1 saw at the Hoy a] college 
of surgeons at the conversazione recently given 
bv the president and Lady Wells, The museum 
was perfectly lighted by about six arc-lamps 
in each of its spacious halls. The are-lights, 


1. Stamm* Brother* mini vompMiy (limited) , 

2, Swan united'company (limited). 

M, (jUllcher ctaotric.light company (limited) 

4. Kbetncidlght supply compam (limited). , 
f>. Ferranti, Thornpmm, anti luce. 

6. H. Edmund*.. 

7. Ctmrtai l.avor .. 

H. Jahlochkoif elect rlodtgljt company (limited) 

0, Mac kin.. 

10. Broe-kin. 

U. 04r«rd. 

13, Sun-lamp « Use trie-light eompnny .... 

l a. Goulard and (Mbb*. 


i Connervatory. 

] Main gallery » s \ 

( Urent Hritnln 1. T * • ' 

[Coral pavilion. 

1 China, New South Wales, etc. 

I < uunda and United Staten i 
( Norway and S«**d«n \ . 

Kf*tt.market.. J 

[ Aqimrlum ami went corridor .... 

1 Machinery in motion 1 

l Electric-light nmchino^fiind 
1 tlreoee, Italy, tUvat Hriiain ) * 

Promenade.. 

tJppor tftrmce. 

Kiuderii coi rldot and Hrm art* vestibule, 
Cmim-H-iootu l 
Lecture hull 1 

Dinlng-iomns ( . 

Kitchen* j 
( Netherlands, Hclglum 
. 1 Part, of the United State**, etc. 

{ Part of Sweden, etc 
Life-Having apparition *b«d . 

Hoard of trade shed ........ 

North corridor*, for exhibition of atuffed t 

ttah.. . . . \ 

Spain and Itu**ln. 

Entrance vest lbtile. 

Sixtt^n HtfttluiiN In different part* of the [ 
building.. . \ 



4 are-light*, 0 , 000 - 1 '.amile pou< r. 
1,200 ineandettoeul lamp* (Swan). 

2N0 ineamle*eem lamp* (Swan). 
000 lneandt^eent lump* (Crooko*). 

.‘IO aredight*. 1,000-candle power. 

7 arc-light* (Volta) 
r>o iiicaudeHoent lam pa, 

1,OoO fneandooeent light*. 

2f> aredight* (Ferranti), S,00U-eiui- 
dle |K»wor each. 

i>0 arc-light*. 

ft large are. light* on maat. 

‘•00 htcumlesceiH lamps. 


2* arc-lamp* (Lever). 


00 lamps (.lahloehkoff), 

10 arc.lamp* (Lea). 

<5 are-lamp* (Wemlutimnn). 

20 arc tamp* (Hroehlo). 

00 arc lamp* (Oemrd). 

24 lamp* (Hu lefta). 

Are and Incandescent lamp* of vm 
rtoua character*. 


1 have been particularly interested in study- too, are used in the art museum at South Keu- 
ing the adaptability of the various lights to sington with very excellent effect; six of them 
museum purposes, and am thoroughly satis- accomplishing what is done, no more effectively 
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though perhaps more agreeably, in a hall of 
the same size by about two hundred gas-jets. 
The expense of lighting some twenty hails bj f 
gas in this generous manner must be far greater 
than by electricity. 

On the 18th of June the International fishery 
conference began its sessions in the conser¬ 
vatory of the Royal horticultural society, ad¬ 
joining the exhibition galleries. Meetings 
have since been held every day except Wednes¬ 
days and Saturdays. The inaugural address 
was delivered by Professor Huxley, arid was 
an admirable introduction to the papers which 
were to follow. First referring to the an¬ 
tiquity of fisheries and their influence upon 
the history of man, he spoke at some length 
of the fisheries of the Phoenicians, the Romans, 
and the early Britons. Insisting upon the 
importance of fish as food, lie next took tip 
the question, ‘Are the fisheries exhaustible?’ 
and, after tacitly admitting that certain fisheries 
may be destroyed, went on to describe the 
enormous abundance of cod, mackerel, her¬ 
rings, and sardines, and to express his firm 
belief that their numbers cannot be effected 
by human agency. Ho concluded with a very 
strong condemnation of unnecessary legis¬ 
lation. 

Upon this occasion the Prince of Wales 
presided, and there was an impressive assem¬ 
blage of diplomats and state officials. On the 
following day the prince again was present, 
and read a paper an hour and a half in length, 
written by his brother the Duke of Edinburgh, 
who is absent in Russia attending the corona¬ 
tion of the czar. This paper, entitled 4 Notes 
on the sea-fisheries and fishing population of 
the United Kingdom/ is in many respects the 
most remarkable which has been presented to 
the conference. It is by far the most exhaus¬ 
tive and scholarly essay on the fisheries of 
Great Britain which has ever been published* 
and contains a great store of valuable facts 
gathered by the Duke of Kdiuburgh during the 
three 3 f ears in which he served as admiral in 
command of the naval reserve, together with 
extensive statistics obtained at his instance 
by the men of the coast-guard. On the 21st 
Sir James Gibson Maitland, the proprietor of 
the most extensive fish-cultural establishment 
in Europe, located at Ilowicton, near Stirling, 
read a paj>er on the 4 Culture of Salraonidae and 
the acclimatization of fish/ and the following 
day Professor Leone Levi of University college, 
London, on the - Economic condition of fisher¬ 
men/— an important contribution to^social 
economy. On Monday, the 25th, the Ameri¬ 
can commissioner read a paper on the * Fish¬ 


eries of the United States and the work of the 
U. S. fish-commission * f Mr. James Russell 
Lowell occupied the chair, and made one of 
hia wise and witty little speeches which are so 
thoroughly enjoyed by the English people. 

On the 28th Mr. R. W. Duff, M.P., spoke 
on the * Herring fisheries; * on the 29th Prof. 
A. A. W. Hubreeht of Utrecht university, on 
k Oyster-culture and the oyster-fisheries in 
Holland/ and Mr. R, B. Marston, on 4 Coarse 
fish-culture/ — 4 coarse fish’ in England 
signifying fresh-water fish other than the 
iSalmonidae. On July 1 Mr. L. Z. Joncas 
read a paper on the 4 Fisheries of the Domin¬ 
ion (of Canada) ; * and, on the 3d, Professor 
Huxley spoke most instructively upon the 4 Dis¬ 
eases of fishes/ confining his remarks to the 
history of the salmon-infesting Saprolegnia 
ferax. On the 5th several of the commission¬ 
ers from continental European nations spoke 
of the fisheries of their respective countries, 
and on the 6th Capt. Temple gave an account 
of the antarctic seal-fisheries. 

The discussions have been in some instances 
important, though the usual disposition to 
ramble has been difficult to check* In fact, 
the ponderous British system of closing each 
session with four formal speeches, in connec¬ 
tion with the votes of thanks to the chairman 
and the speaker, has rather tended to encour¬ 
age the utterances of generalities. The 4 prac¬ 
tical men/ as they style themselves, who take 
the very unnecessary precaution of informing 
their hearers that they make no claim to being 
* scientific/ have been rampant at these meet¬ 
ings. Professor Huxley's inaugural address 
has caused great unhappiness to those who 
believe in legislative protection without limit 
or reason. Close seasons for river-fisheries 
are need fY>l and useful; but what is to be done 
with economists who claim that legislation will 
relieve the salmon from its pestilential para¬ 
site, the Saprolegnia ferax? 

The juries began their sessions about the 
middle of the mouth; and the galleries are 
still daily invaded by enterprisingdittle groups 
of men with note-books. Their task is not a 
light one; for the number of exhibiters must 
be at least three thousand, and the heat is 
greater than London has known $inc£ I860. 
Science is well represented among the jury¬ 
men ; Professor Flower, Professor Allman, 
Mr, John W. Clark of the Cambridge museum, 
Mr. Ilenry Woodward of the British museum. 
Professor Moseley of Oxford, Mr. John Mur¬ 
ray of the Challenger, Lord Russell, Dr. 
Murie (secretary of the Linnaean society), Dr, 
Francis Day, Professor Huxley, Mr. It H, 



August a, 1883.] 


SCIENCE . 


131 


Scott, Professor Kay Lankester of University 
college (Ixmclon) and Professor Jeffrey Bell of 
Kings college, Dr. Spencer Oobbold, Mr. 
Romyn Hitchcock of New York, Mr. R. K. 
Earll of Washington, Dr. llubrecht of Utrecht, 
Professor Smitt, Professor Torell and Dr. 
Try bom of Sweden, Dr. W. A. Buch of Nof- 
wa}’, Professor Giglioli of Florence, Dr. Stein - 
dachner of Vienna, and Mr. E. P. Ramsay of 
the Sydney museum (New South Wales), — are 
all here in the work. Just before the opening 
of the exhibition, Nature , in an editorial, after 
stating that the management of affairs had been 
trusted almost entirely to ‘practical’ men, to 
the exclusion of English men of science, ex¬ 
pressed some doubt as to whether this policy 
would effect as satisfactory results as .that of 
the Berlin exhibition. It would be interesting 
to know how far this hint has influenced the 
action of the executive committee. The com¬ 
mittee has shown itself singularly sensitive 
to the voices of well-meaning advisers, and 
changes are constantly being made for the 
better in the management, of affairs. For 
instance: the conference chamber has been 
removed from the conservatory, where it was 
torture either to speak or to listen, to one of 
the picture-galleries near the main entrance; 
and the experimental fish-market in connec¬ 
tion with the exhibition has been thrown open 
to the public without ad mission-fees, and a 
separate entrance cut through from Exhibition 
road. 

The paper# read at the conferences arc 
. being printed in full, together with the discus¬ 
sions which follow them, and w ill form a val¬ 
uable little library, when supplemented by the 
shilling handbooks to the exhibition, which 
are being rapidly printed. Fifteen of these 
handbooks are announced, in addition to the 
eighteen or more 4 papers of the conferences.’ 
The literature of the exhibition is reserved for 
future discussion. It is much to be hoped 
that ti\<$ authorities will crown the series with 
an illustrated report, prepared by scientific 
committees, similar to the valuable ‘ Arot- 
liche berichte fiber die Internationale liseherei- 
ausstellmig zu Berlin/ 

The closing address at the conference by 
Professor Ray Lankester will be upon 4 The 
scientific results of the exhibition/ It would 
not be surprising if Professor Lankester were 
to choose to act the part of the prophet rather 
than that of the recorder, and to point out in 
his discourse what the exhibition ought to do 
tor science. A number of prominent educators 
and investigators have already addressed to 
the executive committee a memorial advocat¬ 


ing the establishment of a national marine 
zoological station with a part of the surplus 
funds, which, from present appearances, are 
likely to remain over at the end of the exhibi¬ 
tion. In another letter I hope to review briefly 
the most important features of the exhibits of 
the several countries. (>. Brown Goode* 

Richmond UI1U July 10. 


THE PAIifS OBSERVATORY. 

We abstract from Nature the items of chief interest 
in the report of Admiral Mouchez, the director of the 
Paris observatory, on the state of that institution 
during the past year. Its service has been consider¬ 
ably deranged by the preparations for the transit of 
Venus. The various members of the expedition at¬ 
tended the observatory to be trained either in photog¬ 
raphy or In tlie use of the artificial transit, and no 
leas than five of the personnel of the observatory 
themselves took part in the work. The grounds of 
the observatory have been extended, the equatorial 
coudv has been installed, and several underground 
chambers have been eonstnicted for the purpose of 
studying magnetism and terrestrial physics generally. 
A revision of Lalande’s catalogue of stars, numbering 
forty thousand, lias been going on for the past four 
years. The general catalogue, which will form eight- 
volumes in quarto, is well in hand; and four volumes 
will be published during the next three years. Me¬ 
ridian observations, numbering a hundred and ten 
thousand, have already been made, to assist In the 
construction of the catalogue. 

The common inconveniences attending the use of 
equatorials of the usual form of construction have 
led M. Loe^y to conceive the Idea of adapting to the 
equatorial tnb system of * lunette brlste,' employed 
first in England, and afterward to a greater extent 
in Germany, especially in small transit instruments. 
The new coudi equatorial may be thus described: 
the polar axis of the instrument is supported at its 
extremities on two pillars, like a meridian instrument; 
round this axis the telescope turns, forming a right- 
angle at the lower support; by means of a mirror 
placed at the summit of this angle, the light is re¬ 
flected along the pierced axis, at the end of which the 
eye-piece, or micrometer, is placed. Under these 
conditions, with the telescope at rest, objects on the 
celestial equator pass across the observer’s field of 
view. In order to secure the observation of objects 
not on the equator, a mirror free to rotate is placed 
before the object-glass, and connected with the dec¬ 
lination-circle. The inclination of this mirror may 
be changed so as to throw into the tube the light 
coming from a star of any declination. The observ¬ 
er may thus explore every part of the heavens with¬ 
out quitting his position at one end of the polar axis. 
The telescope may practically, by a rotatiou of this 
axis, directed toward any part of the celestial 
equator, whilst a star of any declination may be 
made to throw its light down the broken telescope 
l>y means of the external mirror. Preliminary ex- 
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perlments have shown that this double reflection does 
not occasion a great loss of light; and the figure and 
polish of the silver on glass mirrors are very satisfac¬ 
tory. The observatory possesses this new instrument 
through the liberality of the well-known patron of 
French astronomy, M. Bischoffsheim, 

In regard to physical observations, M. Egoroff, 
professor of physics at Warsaw, was occupied at 
Paris during the months of July and August, as in 
preceding years, with the spectroscopic study of at¬ 
mospheric absorption, working with a beam of electric 
light sent from Mont Val^rien to the observatory. 
In consequence of the decision of Admiral Mouchcz 
to separate special meteorological investigations from 
the astronomical work of the observatory, meteoro¬ 
logical observations of a much higher value are now 
being made, with the special object of determining 
the different corrections, of the nature of refraction, 
to he applied to the astronomical obsenations. A 
series of observations is to be made from a captive 
balloon of such size, that, with ordinary gas, it can, 
in calm weather, take self-registering barometers, 
thermometers, and hygrometers up to, a height of 
five hundred, and with pure hydrogen to a height 
of eight hundred metres. The balloon cannot be well 
managed if the velocity of the wind exceeds four or 
five metres per second; but this is not regarded as in¬ 
convenient, because it Ik during complete calm that 
the greatest abnormal perturbations of astronomical 
refraction manifest themselves. Simultaneous ob¬ 
servations will be made on the meridian of the Paris 
observatory, north at the observatory of Montmartre, 
and south at the observatory of Montsourla. 

The construction of the great refractor of Id iu. 
focus, togother with its dome 20 m. in diameter, is 
steadily progressing. The object-glass figured by M. 
Marlin is already complete. The dome is to be of 
the same dimensions as the Pantheon, and the lar¬ 
gest ever attempted. The arrangement for insuring 
its turning with ease, and which has been adopted 
for its construction, is that proposed by M. Eiffel. 
In order to reduce to a minimum the friction of 
circular rollers, bo proposes to float the dome by 
means of an annular caUaon plunged In a receptacle 
of the same form, and filled with a liquid which will 
not freeze, such as an aqueous solution of chloride 
of magnesium. At the Paris observatory it is quite 
necessary that some such arrangement as this should 
be adopted; for the observatory is situate over the 
catacombs, one result of which has been, that for 
many years the pillars of the meridian-circle erected 
in the gardens have gradually inclined toward the 
east in consequence of the displacement of the soil. 
With mechanism of this form for rotating the dome, 
any probable change of level would not prevent the 
dome from turning. 

The magnetic observatory now being completed 
will be one of the first order. Mix subterranean 
chambers of constant temperature have been built 
under the best, possible conditions of Isolation and 
stability. An outer wall of nearly 2 m. thickness 
encloses a rectangular space 40 m, in length and 
14 rn, wide, completely impervious to moisture. The 


vaulted roof, 1 in. thick, is covered by earth to the 
thickness of 2 m., and grass and planks protect the 
soil from the direct rays of the sun and from frost. 
The observing chambers can be lighted either by 
gas, or by reflection from without. 

Advantage has been taken of the existence of these 
chambers by placing in them the clocks from which 
the time is distributed throughout Paris; but, in spite 
of all precautions, the chambers are found to be not 
altogether free from minor trepidations resulting 
from the traffic of the streets. Apparatus has been 
constructed, and is now ready for use in investigat¬ 
ing the vertical and slow movements of the soil. This 
n ill be placed in a gallery in the catacombs 27 m. 
below the surface. 

The erection of an astronomical observatory on 
the Pic du Midi, at a height of 2,S59 m., is engaging 
the attention of the director. At this elevation, it is 
Raid Ut be easy to read at night by starlight alone, 
and fifteen stars are visible to the naked eye in the 
cluster of the Pleiades. It is intended that any as¬ 
tronomer who wishes to make any special researches 
may take advantage of the observatory on the Pic 
du Midi. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 

The right whale of the North Atlantic. 

I itAVK noticed in a late number of your journal 
a criticism on the last Bulletin of the American 
museum of natural history. Being away from town, 
I have not access to works referring to the subject 
of cetology; but with the aid of notes that I have 
with me, as well as drawings of the subjects involved, 
I hope to show conclusively that other views than 
those taken by the critic are the correct ones. 

I shall not attempt to justify the carelessness that 
permits the presence of typographical errors; but, 
when an errata list accompanies a work, it should 
have due credit for Its intentions. 

The writer says, “ There are errors of statement 
of so grave a character as to require notice,” and 
continues, 14 It would seem, for Instance, that only 
the merest novice in cetology could have been mis¬ 
led,” etc. — referring to the Identity of the St. Law¬ 
rence whales. 

Lesson wrote, “ What an impenetrable veil covers 
our knowledge of the Cetacea! Groping in the dark, 
we advance in a field strewn with thorns.” I believe 
that some in later days, not quite novices, admit a 
degree of unfamiliarlty with the great beasts of the 
sea. In thftt view, let us see if * errors of statement 
of grave character ’ have really been made. 

The president of the Quebec historical society, Dr. 
Anderson, with Dr. DeKay’s Report on mammalia 
before him, says, speaking of a large whale that had 
foundered in the St. Lawrence River, 44 It turned out 
to be an aged male, apparently the species Balaena 
mysticetus. . . , The back was black; the belly, fur¬ 
rowed, presenting the appearance of a clinker-built 
boat. ... I concluded, after a careful examination, 
it answered fully the description glveu by Dr. DeK&y 
for the mysticetus, ... As the whale lay upon the 
beach, he was sixty-five feet long; the fluke of his 
tail was twelve feet; his jaw, fifteen feet.” 

This whale was noticed primarily by us for the pur¬ 
pose of directing attention to the fact, that such a 
great form had really pushed into the fresh-water 
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stream as far as Quebec, and to show that possibly 
Professor Flower had misapprehended when he was 
told of stranded whales in the St. Lawrence; he, in 
absence of description, naturally regarding them as 
white Belugas. 

Besides this, several alternatives were presented 
in the absence of the mention of most distinctive 
characters; but no definite statement was hazarded, 
nor was one intended. 

The first paragraph touching on this notice of the 
St. Lawrence whale, and which is included by the 
critic as among the ‘ grave errors of statement,’ is as 
follows: “It is pretty certain that If the creature 
was really a Balaeua, and not a Balaenopler, it was 
an example of unusual size.” As we had no inten¬ 
tion of arguing any case, this cannot be regarded as 
more than courtesy to Dr. Anderson, who had stated 
his unqualified opinion as above. 

The next passage in our text is, “The furrows on 
the belly naturally suggest the Balaenopters; but it 
is inferred that there was no dorsal flu.” The dorsal 
adipose fin being an essential feature in the latter, 
absence of any notice of it naturally seemed strange. 

Ah there was no description of the head, save as 
related to its length, the baleen not being measured, 
the only character that suggested strongly the fin¬ 
back was the clinker-built aspect of the belly. In 
this view' the statement of Scoresby might well lead 
to misapprehension, even by some not wholly 
novices. 

Scoresby says {in his description of the B. mysti- 
oetns), “The skin of the body is slightly furrowed, 
like the water-lines in coarse-lald paper.” 

The fluke of the tail is described as twelve feet In 
length. Here, regarding the possible fact of there 
being two flukes to the tail, the total width of the 
caudal extremity would be twenty-four feet, the act¬ 
ual measurement of a large example of a right whale. 
That the writer in the bulletin did so regard it is 
true; but, in the light of after-knowledge, we have 
no doubt that Dr, Anderson meant to include the 
whole width as twelve feet. 

In the absence of definite features in Dr. Ander¬ 
son’s description, and in view of the absence of any 
attempt in the bulletin to argue in favor of any one 
genus or species, wo regard it as a subject that hardly 
calls for criticism. In short, taking the evidence 
recorded, to our mind it seems to be quite as easy to 
prove the creature of one genus as the other; and by 
that we mean that Dr. Auderson’s positive state¬ 
ments should not go for nothing. We are not, how¬ 
ever, ready to h&aard an opinion that the whale was 
not a fin-beck, as we certainly did not in the bulletin. 

The next point refers to Scoresby and his drawings. 
That Scoresby did not portray his subject correctly, 
so far as relates to the Greenland whale, la, we feel 
sure, susceptible of demonstration, even if we should 
omit the opinions of three of the most able cetolo- 
gists. The critic claims, “ That it was the best figure 
[Scoresby’s], If not quite correct in all points, of the 
species down to 1874, when Scammon’a admirable 
illustration was published, has, I think, hitherto 
been unquestioned.” When we art told that our 
opinion that Scoresby ‘furnished to science an in¬ 
correct figure ’ is * an error of statement of so grave 
a character as to require notice, 1 we answer by 
quoting from Professors Escbricht and Iteinhatdt, in 
tbeir article on Greenland whale, in Ray society's 
pubb, p, 29. It Is well known that those distinguished 
authors art leading cptologists, whose work W edited 
In English by Professor Flower. The latter, there¬ 
fore, is supposed to acquiesce in tbeir opinions. 
These authors say, ,M We must confess, that as to 


proportions we confide more in these drawings [refer¬ 
ring to Marten’s and Zorgdrager’eJ than Scoresby’8, 
which certainly represents the Greenland whale (B. 
mystlcetua) more slender than It really is,” 

Besides this, we claim to be able to demonstrate 
the correctness of our statement by reference to 
the figures. We have before us those of Scammon, 
Scoresby, Zorgdrager, and Lactfpfede, representing the 
Greenland whale. We also have the Bachstrom 
figure of nordcaper, published in Lacdpfede's work. 
With Capt. Scammon’s figure before us, the one ad¬ 
mitted by our critic to be an * admirable Illustration,’ 
compare now Zorgdrager’s;and we find, that, though 
rude in finish, it is nearly an exact counterpart of the 
Scammon figure. We see that the form is bulky, and 
has a very short ‘small,’ or caudal region'; that its 
head is of the proportion of one-third the total length 
of body: its pectoral limbs are situated very closely 
behind the eye and angle of the mouth, not a quarter 
of the total length of the ‘flipper’ distant therefrom, 
— all of which features are recognized as correct. 

Let Scoresby’s figure be compared with Zorg- 
drager’s, which we have seen is essentially the same 
as Scammon’s. We see that the form is not only 
not bulky, with a very short ‘small,’ or caudal region, 
but has the body very slender, with au elongated 
‘small;’ the latter being so slender that it is repre¬ 
sented whipping the air Tike the tail of a saurian. Its 
head is one-fourth of the total length of body, in¬ 
stead of one*third, as in nature, and in the Zorg- 
dr&ger and Scammon figures. Its pectoral limbs are 
situated at a distance from the eye and angle of mouth 
represented by the total length of the limbs. It is 
therefore seen, that, in accordance with all evidence, 
Scores by’» figure was not correct. Hence it is “de¬ 
plorable that nearly every book published to this day 
has an Illustration copied from Scoresby.” 

“’Tis true ’tis pity, and pity ’tia ’Us true.’’ 

Our critic next attributes unfamiliarity with Scores- 
by’a cetological writings, from the fact that we credit 
Godraan with ‘ an amount of anatomical knowledge 
quite unusual.’ 

The truth is, the edition of Scoresby In our posses¬ 
sion does ubkeontain the portion relating to interior 
anatomy and physiology, and the plates represent¬ 
ing the piracies. It is ‘An account of the arctic 
regions, Edinburgh, 1820/ The work is not before 
us, but a reference to this edition will verify our 
statement. Since the matter was prepared for the 
bulletin, we find that the several pages relating to 
this portion of Scoresby*s description were probably 
never printed therein. We have, however, found the 
whole in Sir William J&rdine’s Naturalists’ library, 
volume on whales, by Col. Hamilton. 

In view of this fact, one may venture to claim, a 
degree of immunity from severe criticism, though 
evidently he may he open to the accusation that 
‘he Is none too familiar with Scoresby’s cetological 
writings/ or at least his various editions. 

Not having met with this matter relating to the 
anatomy and physiology in Scoresby’s book, it was 
but natural to attribute to Godrnan ‘ au amount . . . 
quite unusual/ 

A point succeeds this, concerning which we must 
take issue with the critic. He says, “ The fact being 
that Qodman’e account is an unaccredited compila¬ 
tion from Scoreaby’s work, whole pages being taken 
entire/’ etc, We find In our edition of Godman’s 
Natural history, instead of ‘an unaccredited com¬ 
pilation/ the following: “ Having never personally 
enjoyed opportunities of studying tbe whale in his 
native floods, aud having derived all we know in 
relation thereto from Scoresby, we should deem it 
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in lust Ice to the reader to give thU account in any 
other language than that of the original. We do 
this without reluctance, as our object Is to convey 
the most accurate knowledge, rather than produce a 
work exclusively of our own composition. AH that 
follows in relation to the whale is selected from the 
different works of the accurate and philosophical 
Seoresby.” If the critic’s edition of Godman has 
played false with him, as our edition of Seoresby lias 
with us, perhaps he may think It wise to ‘ cry quits,' 
and join with us in throwing out of the cose the two 
slippery points. 

It may be proper to add here, that we are familiar 
with Seoresby’s second figure of mystlcetus, which Is 
so far improved as to have the ‘small' shortened; 
but unfortunately the first figure, with all its im¬ 
perfections, is the one that has been brought down 
to us through every book on natural history. 

The reference to Bachatrom’s figure of nordcaper 
is obscure. 

It matters not what that figure is: it was regarded 
as one of nordcaper by Cuvier; and he, in comparison 
with the old figures of mystlcetus, which we claim 
were nearer true than Seoresby's in general propor¬ 
tion, wisely admitted two species. 

They were both, as we have said, about equally 
incorrect; yot they both had certain features that 
agreed with the descriptions of the two forms. The 
nordcaper had been described in nearly the same 
terms by various authors, great stress being laid on 
its slenderness and mobility. Seoresby now presents 
his figure, which, instead of being bulky, with a very 
short ‘small,' or caudal region, and a head one-third 
the total, had quite nearly the proportions of the 
figure of Bachstrom, received by Cuvier as that of 
nordcaper, and with no other specific feature to dis¬ 
tinguish them. 

The mention of inaccuracies, seen near the close of 
the criticism, is not wholly free from error; for ex¬ 
ample: the citation touching Col. Hamilton and the 
Naturalists' library ts exactly correct, yet it is noticed 
as one of the errors that render the historical rtsuntf 
‘seriously defective and misleading.' We are now 
willing to rest this showing, trusting to the facta 
herein referred to for our vindication in the face of 
this grave charge. J. B. Holder. 


Fortunately for Dr. Holder, he did not state directly 
and unequivocally that the St. Lawrence whale was 
a Balaena; but he occupies several pages in trying 
to explain away the obvious discrepancies in the wav 
of such an identification and in offsetting them with 
the poMifrilUie* in Its favor, leaving the reader with 
the conviction that the specimen is cited as, in Dr. 
Holder's opinion, an instance of the occurrence of a 
Balaena in the SL Lawrence near Quebec. Indeed, 
he goes so far as to say, “ and the second example 
[the one here in question] . . . shows that the largest 
of the right whales [Balaena] have really found their 
way as fat* up a fresh-water stream as Quebec and 
Montreal" (p. 116). Again he says, ** This example 
Is valuable for record, 1°, as a specimen of unusual 
size; 2°, as one of groat age; 8°, as one out of 
its usual habitat In so far as to be quite within fresh 
water" (p. 115). From the context, the point in 
doubt seems to be, not whether the species is a Ba¬ 
laena, but whether it is B. cisarqtlcaor B. mystlcetus; 
and the whole tenor of the argument (for such it 
really is) is fairly open to only this construction, what¬ 
ever may have been intended. In evidence that my 
criticism on this point is not groundless, or due to 
perversity on my part* I may <3te Mr. F. W. True’s 


notice (Sclent, fit. gossip, i. 72) of Dr. Holder's 
memoir, where the same criticism is made* 

As to other points, I will take space to say merely 
that t regret to notice that Dr. Holder forgets to tell 
us where Seoresby got his drawings, which, lie (I>r. 
Holder) informs us, ‘ were evidently ill-considered 
and taken at second hand,' and to ask for proof that 
Col. Hamilton wrote the ‘Cetacea ’ of Jardine's ‘ Natu¬ 
ralists' library.’ The copies of the work I have seen 
are anonymous, but the work is accredited by Gray 
and other cetologUts to J&rdine; and some time since, 

I took pains to satisfy myself that Jardine was the 
author. As to Godman, 1 confess to having done 
him injustice in overlooking his credit to Seoresby, 
which my friend Dr. Holder appears to have unfor¬ 
tunately only recently discovered; otherwise, doubt¬ 
less iny stricture on this point would not have been 
called out, J. A. Ai.i.kn. 

The Ainoa of Japan. 

On p. 807 of Science, D. P. Penlmllow objects to 
my statement of the number of Ainos. It is rather 
surprising how little be heeds what I said. The 
numbers he gives are official; i.e., he gives the num¬ 
ber of Ainos kuown to the Japanese government. 
Therefore he reaches the surprising result, that, 
with the exception of the Ainos brought over from 
SagUalien (now about 800), there are but 200 in all the 
province of Ischlcari. That province Is about as 
large as Hitaka (according to Penhallow, with 5,000 
to 6,000). 

Penhallow gives the Aino population in Kitaml, 
Kushlro, Tokachi, and Teshiwo as ranging from 850 
to 1,500 in each, when It is well known that they are 
full of Ainos, as any one travelling there will see, their 
villages being thickly scattered along the coast and 
the banks of all the larger rivers. I should estimate 
from those seen at such points that there must be 
more than 50,000 Ainos in all. Taking Pcnhallow’s 
figures for Iburi and Hltaka as correct, and assum¬ 
ing that the four provinces named above must have 
as many Ainos as Hitaka, we should have about 
26,000 in these five. Granting that Ischicarl, Shirl- 
beshi, and Nerauro have also been taken as much too 
thickly populated, still we must give them 4,000 
more than Penhallow allows; i.e., about 6,000. 

Now add to them Penhallow's number for Iburi, 
nearly 4,000, and the small remnant of Oshima, 
(Penhallow, 250), and lastly for Chlshfma (not 
Chisuma) or the Kuriles a minimum of 750, we get 
88,000 as the minimum for Yezo. SagUalien having 
10,000 to 12,000, and South Kamchatka 5,000 to 1 
8,000 (perhaps leas), there caunot be fewer than 
50,000 Ainos altogether. D. Brauns. 

The Iroquoie. 

A close study of the Mohawks of Quebec province, 
Canada, after the plan and in the service of the Bu* 
reap of ethnology, reveals several fact# hitherto un* 
noticed in the various histories of the Iroquois. 

Isolated bv the early Jesuit fathers from their for¬ 
mer Pagan friends and surroundings, every trace of 
their old folk-lore and of their Pagan customs has 
disappeared. The division and nomenclature of their 
gentea differ materially from those of any of the other 
tribes, and present an interesting field of inquiry. 
The Mohawk gontes, as given by Morgan, are the 
wolf, bear, and turtle. Among the Mohawks at Oka, ' 
we find, in addition to those, the lark and the eel, 
while at Caughnawaga they are the bear, wolf, ealu* 
met, rook, lark, turtle, and dove. 

Among the wampum belts of this tribe is a very 
fine one, upon which the calumet is figured in white 
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wampum bead*, the remainder of the belt being in 
dark purple* This probably belonged to the gens 
bearing the name of the calumet, and whose office it 
was to prepare and present the grand calumet in all 
the solemn assemblies. 

The effect of the isolation of this tribe upon Its 
language is also an interesting and Important study. 
Through the courtesy of Superior Antoine and Ffere 
Burttn, I hare obtained access to an invaluable col¬ 
lection by the French missionary Marcoux, which will 
furnish Mohawk synonytnes for a dictionary of the 
sir Iroquois dialects, for which thirty thousand words 
have already been gathered. Ekminnir Smith. 

203 Pacific Aye., Jersey City. 

Many anakes killed. 

The number of snakes killed near this city during 
the late overflow of the Nemaha River Is almost be¬ 
yond belief. They were driven by the water from 
the bottom-lands to the higher grounds, and espe¬ 
cially to the embankments thrown up across the 
bottom for the Burlington and Missouri and the 
Missouri Pacific railways. It is estimated that more 
than three thousand snakes were killed within a mile 
of this town. They were chiefly garter snakes; but 
>ater moccasons, blue racers, and rattlesnakes were 
also killed. A horse was confined in a pasture sur¬ 
rounded by a wire fence in the overflowed district, 
and, when released, it was found that several snakes 
had taken refuge in the long hair of his mane. Since 
my residence here, I have travelled nearly all over 
this county, a portion of the time engaged in geo¬ 
logical explorations; yet, up to the time of the pres¬ 
ent June overflow, I had railed to s«e half a dozen 
snakes all told. The overflowed district along the 
Nemaha would not average over a mile in width; and 
it Is astonishing where so many suakes found hiding- 
places. Undoubtedly, nearly all the snakes in this 
county are confined to the creek and river bottoms. 

Stephen Bowers. 

FalUCUy, Nob., July 10,1383. 

Swallows in Boston. 

Has any one seen a swallow in Boston this sum¬ 
mer ? The old proverb says, 4 One swallow does not 
make a summer.’ Have we a summer and not one 
swallow ? Cam. Reboots. 

Singular lightning. 

On the evening of July 4, 1883, I noticed some 
lightning which differed from any that I have previ¬ 
ously seen. About sunset a mass of very threaten¬ 
ing clouds, accompanied by heavy rain and lightning 
of the usual character, rose in the north-west, and, 
following an easterly course, passed a little to the 
northward, giving us a few drops of rain from its 
ragged sou them edge. It was quickly succeeded by 
a comparatively thin cloud-stratum, —apparently the 
after-birth of the main storm, — the course of which 
was directly overhead. During the passage of this 
cloud, rain fell briskly but not heavily for perhaps 
half an hour, and rather frequent flashes of lightning 
preceded and followed the first sprinkle. Owing to 
my position on the eastern side of a large building, 
I could not see the earlier flashes; but their light, 
thrown on the wails of neighboring bouses, was 
noticeably rose-colored. At length, however, one 
came that could be accurately noted. It passed di¬ 
rectly overhead, forking into five fine, thread-like 
Hues of vivid yellow limit. Each line was distinctly 
alg-zagged with sharp though not prominent angles. 
Tfie divergence of the tines was nearly regular, but 
the ostter pair branched ait a greater angle than the 


inner three. The relative divergence was similar to 
that of the outstretched fingers of a human hand; 
but a still more accurate idea may be given by the 
following sketch. 



The flash above described was followed, tn a few 
minutes, by a second one, apparently similar, but 
less satisfactorily noted. After this the rapid pas¬ 
sage of the storm carried the lightning beyond my 
limited space of observation. 

I may add that none of the lightning from this 
cloud seemed to come to the earth, its course being 
on an apparently horizontal plane. The accompany¬ 
ing thunder was unusually deep and grand. 

William Brewster. 

Cambridge, Man*. 

Deflective effect of the earth’* rotation. 

In Science for March 2 (No. 4), Mr. W. M. Davis 
says, “A correct knowledge of the deflective effect 
of the earth's rotation is generally accounted the 
result of studies made within the last twenty-five 
years.” 

This correct knowledge, he says, is still disputed 
by some authors. 

By transferring the axis of rotation to the tangent 
plane on which the body in supposed to move, and 
resolving the earth’s rotary motion into two motions, 
— one aroutidNthe meridian of the tangent plane, and 
the other around a vertical to that plane, — It is easily 
seen, without recourse to the equations of motion, 
that the angular motion of the tangent plane with 
respect to a fixed plane will depend upon the angular 
rotation of the earth and the sine of the latitude of 
the tangent plane; from which it follows that the de¬ 
flective force is the same. In whatever direction the 
body is supposed to move on any given tangent plane. 

But in resolving the actual motion into two mo¬ 
tions, respectively around the vertical to the tangent 
lane and around the meridian of that plane, we 
ave neglected the effect resulting from the latter, — 
a consideration of which would have introduced an¬ 
other tettn, containing a function of, and therefore 
varying with, the cosine of the angle contained be¬ 
tween ihe meridian and the line of projection of the 
moving body; we have also neglected the effect of 
the centrifugal, force resulting from the motion of the 
body, which 14 a minimum when the motion is In 
the meridian, and a maximum when at right angles 
to the meridian, and therefore also varies with the 
cosine of the angle contained between the meridian 
and the line of projection of the moving body. When 
the velocity is considerable, both these terms become 
sensible; and therefore the deflective force is least 
when the body moves tn the meridian, and greatest 
when the motion is at right angles with the meridian. 

This conclusion Is in Conflict with the 4 correct 
knowledge’ above alluded to; via., that the deflec- 
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•tion of the moving body depends ‘not at all bn the 
direction of its motion.’ But I may remark, that 
Routb {see Rigid dynamics, p, 192) has also given 
the subject a rigorous investigation by means of the 
equations of motion, and finds for the deviation to 
the right, in north latitude, two terms, — the one 
agreeing with the above, as found from the compo¬ 
nent about the vertical; and the other, a function of 
the cosine of the angle contained between the merid¬ 
ian and the line of projection of the moving body. 

J. E. Hendricks. 

Dee Moines, Io,, July 16, 1H83. 


ALNWICK CASTLE ANTIQUITIES. 

A descriptive catalogue of antiquities , chiefly British, 

at Almoick Castle. Printed for private distribu¬ 
tion. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1880. 11 + 210 p., 

43 pi. 4°. 

By the generosity of the Duke of Northum¬ 
berland, the Boston public library has recently 
been made the recipient of a copy of this truly 
magnificent work, and of the companion vol¬ 
ume descriptive of the important collection of 
Egyptian antiquities, also preserved at Aln¬ 
wick., In no more satisfactory manner could 
the liberality and public spirit of the noble 
proprietor have been manifested than in thus 
sharing his treasures with the antiquaries and 
art-lovers of other countries. Such sumptuous 
volumes as these constitute a monument aere 
perennius , like those which illustrate the lit¬ 
erary and artistic treasures of Earl Spencer 
at Althorp, or the magnificent publications in 
which the Archduke Ludwig of Austria has 
recorded his travels. 

In its artistic and mechanical execution, this 
catalogue is beyond praise : never have we seen 
more beautiful or more faithful delineations of 
the various kinds of antiquitios. If we cannot 
speak in quite such high terms of commenda¬ 
tion of the accompanying letterpress, the fault 
should not be laid to the charge of Dr. Coding- 
wood Bruce, upon whom devolved the task of 
preparing the work for the press. His com¬ 
petency as an antiquary has been sufficiently 
manifested by his able and thorough study of 
k The Homan wall,’ whose ‘ stations * have 
yielded to the explorer many of the objects de¬ 
scribed in the volume. It is to the untimely 
death of Mr. Albert Way, by whose assistance 
and advice much of the collection was gathered, 
who knew its contents thoroughly, and to 
whom the preparation of the catalogue had 
been originally intrusted, that any shortcom¬ 
ing must be attributed. Although several dis¬ 
tinguished English antiquaries have lent their 
aid to the editor in their respective departments 
of knowledge, we miss the influence of one 
guiding mind, familial with the results of re¬ 


cent archeological research in all its various 
branches, and capable of 4 speaking the latest 
word ’ upon the man}* interesting and impor¬ 
tant topics suggested. Still the reader cannot 
fail to receive instruction from the accounts 
given of numerous relics of various periods in 
the ages long since past, while the beauty of 
many of the objects delineated goes far to jus¬ 
tify the claim that, — 

<4 Not rough nor barren are the winding ways 
Of hoar antiquity, but strewn with flowers.” 

The expression 4 chiefly British ’in the title 
must be understood to mean that the greater 
part of the antiquities described have been 
found in Great Britain. Those first represented 
belong to the prehistoric periods of stone, of 
bronze, and of iron, and consist mainly of 
weapons and implements, such as axes and 
celts of stone, and swords and celts of bronze, 
or of a great variety of those rude, hand-made, 
sepulchral vases found in grave-mounds, in 
which was stored a supply of food for the dead. 
To the same remote ages are to be ascribed 
those singular markings found upon stones, 
known to archeologists by the name of 4 cup- 
cuttings,* of which two remarkable examples 
occurring in Northumberland are represented. 
They are found in countries widely separated, 
and everywhere they closely resemble one 
another, and they have greatly exercised the 
minds of antiquaries as to their origin and sig¬ 
nificance. They consist of a series of shallow 
pits or cups, incised ui>on ledges, or, more fre¬ 
quently, upon bow lders. Of these, a central One 
is often found surrounded by one* or more con¬ 
centric circles; and a characteristic feature of 
such groups is a longitudinal groove extending 
from the central cup to beyond the outermost 
of the circles that surround it. Tjiat they are 
religious emblems is generally conceded, as 
the same kind of markings is found upon the 
slabs of stone of which ancient graves have 
been constructed. It is highly probable that 
they are a conventional representation of a 
primitive system of nature-worship that pre¬ 
vailed among our Aryan ancestors, symbolizing 
the mysterious origin of life. The whole sub¬ 
ject has recently been treated in the most able 
and exhaustive manner by the learned arche¬ 
ologist of the Smithsonian institution, Mr. 
Charles liau, in the fifth volume of Major Pow¬ 
ell’s 4 Contributions to American ethnology/ 
We cannot help feeling surprised that the 
editor, while quoting largely from Sir Jaraeri 
Simpson’s 4 Archaic sculptures/ makes no ref¬ 
erence whatever to the late Professor Edouard 
Desor of Neuch&tel, whose various writings 
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gpon Lett pierres A ecueltes have abed much 
light upon thin obscure subject. 

Another strange problem bearing upon this 
vexed question of curly religious symbols is 
but just touched upon iti this volume* We 
refer to the use from a very remote period, 
either for emblematic or decorative purposes, 
of a peculiar form of cross, resembling the 
Greek letter gamma four times repeated. ~ 
This has been called b\ various names, 

— the ‘ digammated cross/ or ‘gamma- ^ 
dion; ’ in the middle ages the ‘fylfot/ and 
recently, by Sanscrit scholars, the k swaslica/ 
M. Burnouf Isdieves that this, also, is a primi¬ 
tive religious symbol of the Aryan races, and 
that it represents the two pieces of wood which 
in early times were laid crosswise before the 
sacrificial altar in order to produce the holy 
fire, having their ends bent at right angles and 
fastened in such a way as not to be moved. 
Where the pieces crossed there was a small 
hole, in which a third piece of wood was rotated 
by means of a cord until fire was generated 
by friction. This sign occurs upon two Roman 
altars figured in the volume, which have been 
transferred to the museum' at Alnwick from 
neighboring stations uj>on the Roman wall, 
where they had been disinterred. Several ref¬ 
erences arc given to authors wiio have treated 
of this emblem,—among them, to Dr. Kohlie- 
nrnnn, who found it ut Ilissarlik upon 4 whorls * 
of baked clay ; and the statement is made, that 
it eventually came to have a Christian signifi¬ 
cation, and is found in the catacombs at Home 
iu conjunction with the usual Ghrtetmn sym¬ 
bols. The elaborate study, however, by I)e 
Mortillet, entitled Le signs de la civ>ix avant 
le christianisme, is entirely overlooked, in 
which its occurrence is traced down from the 
4 terremnres 1 of the age of bronze, in Emilia, 
in upper Italy. 

A unique object represented is an example 
of the so-called ‘chrisma/ the monogram 
formed by uniting the first two Greek charac¬ 
ters of the name Christ, X and I\ This ps 
combination lmd long been iu use as an Jb? 
abbreviation of different words, and it is 
found upon the coinage of various eastern na¬ 
tions. „ Constantino placed it upon the 4 Laba- 
rum T as a Christian emblem; and it is often 
met with upon his coins and those of his im¬ 
mediate successors, and upon terra-cotta lamps 
found in the catacombs at Rome and elsewhere. 
Three, at least, of such ancient Christian 
lamps, have been discovered in England; but 
the rarity of the present example consists in 
the fhefc that it is embossed upon the outside 
of a little drinking-cup made of red clay. 


This is of the very uncommon kind of pottery 
occasionally lu-ought to light in England, which 
was maun fact tired by the Romanized Britons 
at Caistor, in Northamptonshire, the Duro- 
brivac of the Romans. It is used as an orna¬ 
ment in association with a very well executed 
representation of the coursing of a hare, and 
it is probably to be referred to about the middle 
of the fourth century. 

Several fine specimens of ancient Roman fic¬ 
tile ware from Pompeii are delineated, as well 
ns those found in Great Britain, among them 
handsome lamps and facsimiles of the potter's 
stamps, which are often found impressed upon 
their under side. Such stamps were also usu¬ 
ally placed upon the bottom of the finest kind 
of table-ware that was manufactured by the 
Romans. — that called 4 Samian ware' from 
the place of its origin, but of which the best 
quality was fabricated at Arezzo, and spread 
by commerce over the whole Homan world. 
It is of a lustrous coral color, and often has 
embossed upon the outside, figures of different 
deities, or-of men and animals, especially of 
those gladiatorial scene's of which the Romans 
were so fond. These figures were fashioned 
in moulds, many of which have come down to 
our own times,’ and arc of a high grade of 
artistic merit. Frequently, however, the orna¬ 
mentation consists only of harmonious conven¬ 
tional patterns, or of a scroll-work of leaves 
ami vines of much grace ami beauty of design. 
The potter’s stamp sometimes contains the 
whole name, sometimes only initials, and occa¬ 
sionally it (insists merely of some symbol. 
One figured in the volume is a representation 
of ‘ a tiny human foot/ which the editor thinks 
is 4i probably a rebus upon the name of the 
potter, which may have been Crassipes/’ 
This is rather an unfortunate conjecture, as it 
was a special whim of some of the potters of 
Arezzo to have their stamps made iu the shape 
of a human fbofc. They are fouud iu this form 
containing a variety of names, its well as no 
name at all. The writer has in his possession 
at least twenty different inscriptions of this sort. 

It is certainly remarkable that only in Eng¬ 
land have there been found, it would appear, 
any specimens of the actual shoes or sandals 
worn by the Roman soldiers. One such is 
represented from the ruins of one of the camps 
that mark the lino of the Roman wall. Simi¬ 
lar discoveries upon such sites are recorded, 
and a few of these objects have boon found in 
the bed .of the Thames at London, The writer 
saw several that came to light in London in 
1873, in excavating the foundation for a large 
building.ta the heart of the ‘city/ On that 
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occasion the ditch that surrounded the fortified 
Roman town was laid bare, formed out of the 
natural bed of a little brook, and in it these 
and many other curious relics were found. 
These ancient Roman shoes are singularly like 
modern ones in pattern and mode of fabrica¬ 
tion ; and, in consideration of their wonderful 
state of preservation, they would seem to jus¬ 
tify the cobbler’s proverb, ‘There’s nothing 
like leather-’ 

Among the ‘ medieval remains,’ we find 
figured and described ‘ a bronze eagle with up¬ 
lifted head and open mouth.’ The bird, how¬ 
ever, strongly resembles one represented in 
Arckaeologia , vol. 46, pi. 17, that was discov¬ 
ered in the recent excavations at SilChester in 
1870. This, the late John Richard Green, in 
his Making of England, calls “ a legionary 
eagle, hidden away, as it would seem, in some 
secret recess, and there buried for ages to tell 
the pathetic tale of the fall of Silchester.” In 
Horsley’s Britannia romana, there is also 
figured a similar bronze eagle discovered in 
England. It is true, that the Roman eagles 
that are delineated upon Trajan’s Column and 
upon the Arch of Constantine are represented 
with expanded wings, and that Montfau^on 
and recent writers upon classical antiquity, 
copying him, have stated that they were invari¬ 
ably made in this mauncr. All three of these 
birds, however, have their wings folded, from 
which we may infer that the other fashion of 
representing them may have arisen in part 
from the exigencies of pictorial art. 

We have an example given of one of those 
singular seals, in the shape of a monkey 
perched upon a cube, made of a peculiar kind 
of porcelain, and bearing an inscription in an¬ 
cient Chinese characters, such as are occasion¬ 
ally found in the bogs in various parts of 
Ireland, At first they were believed to be of 
remote antiquity; and it was even supposed 
that they had been brought into the country 
by the Phoenicians, since it was asserted that 
they are not to be found in China at the present 
time. But this is not the case, as they can 
now occasionally be procured of the dealers in 
curiosities in that country. The inscriptions 
are engraved in an antique character, now only 
employed for seals, and known as the ‘ seal 
character.’ Frequently they consist of some 
poetic quotation like the one given : * When the 
water falls, the rocks appear.’ Their presence 
is undoubtedly due to modern commerce, 
though not of a very recent period. In this 
particular they resemble the little Climese bot¬ 
tles used for holding snuff, which* are found 
in ancient Egyptian tombs, one of which is 


preserved in the museum at Alnwick. They 
are about two inches in height, and have on 
one side a flower, and on the other an inscrip¬ 
tion, which on several specimens reads, 4 The 
flower opens; lo l another year 1 ’ This is 
known to be a quotation from a poet who 
lived in the eighth century T.C., and the ob¬ 
ject evidently was intended for a New-Year’s 
gift. Instead of proving, as Rosellini sup¬ 
posed, the existence of a commerce between 
the two countries in Pharaonic, or at all events 
in Ptolemaic times, it is now known that they 
were brought to Egypt in the middle ages by car¬ 
avans from western China. They are not of ex¬ 
ceeding rarity, as Sir Gardner Wilkinson states 
that he lias seen more than twenty of them, 
found in the tombs at Thebes and other places, 
and the writer has half adozen obtained in Cairo. 

Unquestionably the most pleasing object de¬ 
lineated iti the volume, and one of the glories 
of the collection, is the well-known ‘ Rudge 
cup.’ This is a little bronze vessel, about four 
inches in diameter and three in height, of a 
simple bowi shape, and adorned in the most 
tasteful manner with different colored enamels, 
in the style called champlevt . In this, the 
metallic field is cut away so as to produce cav¬ 
ities, in which is inserted the paste that be¬ 
comes vitrified upon being subjected to heat. 
The ornamentation consists of a series of pan¬ 
els made up of four squares of various colors, 
alternating with compartments containing four 
crescents of different hues, set back to back. 
The colors are turquoise and dark blue, beauti¬ 
fully contrasted with a narrow border of pale 
red, which outlines and separates the several 
compartments. Around the top runs an in¬ 
scription which is supposed to contain the 
names of several localities lying along the line 
of the Roman wall, but which has thus far 
proved a puzzle to the interpreters. It was 
found in the year 1725, at a place called 
Rudge Coppice, near Froxfield, in Wiltshire, 
in a well near the site of some Roman ruins. 
The well was filled with rubbish; and in it were 
also found four or five human skeletons, some 
animal bones, and several coins of the lower 
empire. It is described as merely * a remark¬ 
able relic of the Roman times ; ’ but this would 
appear to he a very unmeaning designation, 
when we call to mind the fact that 1 relic# ’ of 
this description are never discovered in Italy. 
It may be worth the while to give a brief 
account of the more important specimens of 
ancient champlevS enamelling that have come 
to light in Europe, and to state what is known 
or surmised in regard to their probable origin 
and place of fabrication. 
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For purposes of comparison, the editor lias 
given an engraving of an enamelled bronze cup, 
of similar shape and method of manufacture, 
which was found at Harwood, in Northumber¬ 
land, and is now in the British museum. He 
also describes a facsimile cast of a beautiful ves¬ 
sel, known as the 4 Burtlow vase, 1 the original 
of which was nearly ruined in a fire which took 
place in the mansion of I^ord Maynard, by 
whom it wjis discovered in 1832, during excava¬ 
tions made in a series of remarkable flat-topped 
tumuli situated at Bnrllow, in Essex. A plate 
showing it in all its pristine beauty maj' be found 
ill Archaeologia, vol. 20, pi. 3a. It is now in 
the British museum, where can also be seen a 
similar vase, discovered at Ambloteuse, near 
Boulogne. Still another of the same charac¬ 
ter, found in the western part of Franco, is 
preserved at AngouUdne. finally in the Me - 
moire# de la soeike des autiquaires du nord, n.s., 
1868, there is represented an exceedingly beau- 
tifhl specimen of an enamelled bronze cup of 
the same pattern, discovered in 1867 in a peat¬ 
moss at Maltbooek, in the southern part of 
the peninsula of Jutland, in Denmark. 

Beside these vases,' enamelled fibulae and 
horse-trappings have frequently been found in 
ancient graves, especially in England. Pro¬ 
fessor Boyd Dawkins, in his Cave-hunting, also 
gives a plate representing several brooches of 
this kind, which were discovered during the 
explorations of the Victoria cave, in Settle, 
Yorkshire. This was so named on account of 
its discovery upon the coronation day of Queen 
Victoria, in 1839 ; and it is especially interest¬ 
ing as having been a place of refuge of the mis¬ 
erable British fugitives who fled before the 
sword of the 4 conqu^ing Engle.* 

The art of enamelling was known to the 
ancient Egyptians, the Etruscans, and the 
Greeks; but the last had ceased to make use 
of it at least two hundred years B.C. By the 
Homans it was never practised at all; and it is 
not alluded to by Pliny in his encyclopedic 


4 Natural history.’ The only reference to it to 
be found in any ancient author occurs in the 
Imagines of Fhilostratua the elder (lib. i., ira. 
27), In a description of a picture of a boar- 
hunt, after enumerating the different colors of 
the horses ridden by the youthful huntsmen, 
and saying that the bits were of silver and the 
housings enriched with gold and various colors, 
he adds, 44 They say that the barbarians, who 
dwell near the ocean, pour these colors upon 
heated brass, and that they adhere, and become 
like stone, and preserve the designs made by 
them.” Now, PhLlostratus was a Greek rhet¬ 
orician, called from Athens, in the beginning 
of the third century, to the court of Julia 
Dornna, wife of the emperor Septimius Nev- 
crus. As this emperor passed considerable 
time in Britain, where he built, or at any rate 
repaired, the wall that goes by his name, and 
died at York, it is by no meatfs improbable 
that Philostratus gained his knowledge of thd 
processes of enamelling from accounts brought 
to the court from that region. To the English 
antiquaries it seems to be established, by the 
number and the beauty of such objects that 
have been discovered in their own country, that 
this was the principal seat of its manufacture ; 
and Mr. John R. Green does not hesitate to 
call the 4 party-colored enamel the peculiar 
workmanship of Celtic Britain.’ But from 
the fact that the late Abb6 Cochet has found 
precisely similar enamelled objects in his ex¬ 
plorations of ancient cemeteries in Normandy, 
and from the discovery of cups of the same 
kind upon soil of France, the antiquaries 
of that nation maintain that their own country¬ 
men were 4 the barbarians that dwelt near the 
ocean.* Non nostrum tantas componere Utes; 
but certainly objects of this character ought 
never to be styled 4 Roman.’ 

We wish that we had more apace at our dis¬ 
posal to direct attention to the many other 
beautiful objects of antiquity to be found in 
this fine collection. Henry W : Haynes. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE\ 


MATHEMATICS. 

Linear differential equations. — M. G. Fioquet, 
In a paper entitled " 8ur Its equations diff6rentielU$ 
Un4aireu 4 coefficients periodique," has made an in¬ 
teresting and seemingly Important addition to the 
literature of periodic functions. He considers a ho¬ 
mogeneous linear differential equation of the fowl 


the coefficients being uniform functions having all 
the same period, &>, and the general integral being sup¬ 
posed, uniform. If the variable be changed by the 
substitution 

2Vto 

e «if 

the result is* linear transformation of P, in which 
the coefficient* are uniform functions of $, From the 
known expression for Its integrals in the region of a 
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singular point, we may, by giving f the above value, 
vary, the form of the solutions of P (j/) = 0. The 
author prefers, however, to treat the question directly, 
inasmuch as he is thus enabled to employ many of the 
results arrived at by M. Fuchs, and as he can use pro¬ 
cesses identical with those employed by Fuchs in his 
study of the integrals around a singular point. M. 
Floquet obtains thus a fundamental system, 8, of 
solutions connected with a certain algebraic equation, 
A = 0, which he calls the fundamental equation rela¬ 
tive to the period w; the first member of A ~ 0 is a de¬ 
terminant of degree in with respect to the unknown e. 
The elements of the system 8 constitute as many 
groups as the equation A = 0 has distinct roots; and, 
by applying a process due to M. Hamburger, these 
groups are divided into sub-groups which are mutu¬ 
ally independent. The particular conclusions arrived 
at are as follows. I. Let s u . . * e H denote the dis¬ 
tinct roots of A =0; let A,* denote the order parting 
from which the minors of A cease being ail zero 
for r = t{. t°. P “ 0 admits as distinct integrals 

Aj + A* 4* . . , + A„ periodic functions of the second 
kind, and no more. 2°. There exists a fundamental 
system of solutions, including, first, Aj 4* A* 4*... 4 A* 
periodic functions of the second kind: second, 
m ~ (A, 4 A* . . . 4 A*) expressions, each having the 
form of an integral polynomial in x , and having for 
coefficients periodic functions of the second kind pos¬ 
sessing the same multiplier. 8°. The multipliers of 
the periodic functions which appear in the funda¬ 
mental system, either as elements or as coefficients in 
the elements, are equal to the different roots «*, * #... e n 
of the fundamental equation. IL In order that P ~ 0 
may have m periodic functions of the second kind as 
distinct integrals, it is necessary and sufficient that 
each of the roots of A = 0 shall annul alt the minors 
of A up to those of an order equal to the degree of the 
multiplicity of each root. In the above, a periodic 
function of the second kind, with a period ^ means a 
function defined by relation F(*+ «) = e P (x): e is 
the multiplier; and, if e = 1, the function is said to be 
periodic of the first kind. — (Ann. Vecole norm, sup., 
Feb.) t. u. [134 

PHYSIOS. 

( Photography .) 

*The effect of pressure on the gelatine film. 

— f-apt. Abney has shown, that, if pressure is ap¬ 
plied to the sensitive surface of the gelatine plates, 
the same result is obtained as if the plate had been 
exposed to the light. The editor of the British jour¬ 
nal of photography, experimenting further, finds that 
abrasion, such as may be produced by the motion of 
a glass rod drawn out to a fine rounded point, is 
necessary to the action, ami that mere pressure, such 
as would he obtained by a carpenter’s vise, produces 
no effect whatever. A. stripped film was next placed 
upon the other one, and the markings made with the 
rod upon it, with very heavy pressure. On develop¬ 
ment with pyro, no effect was at first produced; but, 
by prolonged action, a green fog was created in the 
adjacent regions of the film, leaving the figures clear 
on a dark ground. — (Brit, journ, phot, June 15.) 
w. n. v. [135 


Electricity. 

Unipolar conductivity. — Hugo Meyer confirms 
the result previously obtained by him, that the min¬ 
eral pailomelan possesses the curious property of uni¬ 
polar conductivity for electricity. He finds, also, that 
the resistance to a constant current Is independent of 
the duration of the current, and that different speci¬ 
mens of the mineral are radically different in elec¬ 
trical properties: hence the inconsistent results of 
different observers are admissible. — (Ann. pkys. 
chem ,, xlx. 70.) J. t. 1136' 

A cheap bolometer. — C Uaur describes a ther¬ 
moscope which consists of thin gold leaves blackened 
with platinum chloride, and cut so fts to combine large 
surface with low resistance. These are attached to 
opposite ends of a cylinder which is hollow and open 
at the ends, and solid in the middle. These leaves 
are made the arms of a Wheatstone bridge, and prove 
to be a much more delicate test for radiant heat than 
the thermopile. The author terms the instrument a 
radiometer. — (Ann. phys. cAcm., xix. 12.) j, t. 

[137 

Measurement of the ohm, — J. Frohlich de¬ 
scribes a ‘dynamometric’ method of measuring the 
ohm: the secondary coll is balanced on a rigid hori¬ 
zontal arm, suspended bittlarly so that the plaue of 
winding is perpendicular to the meridian; opposite is 
placed the inducing coll, in which, by an Ingenious 
arrangement of keys, the current is made, shunted, 
and broken without a spark. The consequent attrac¬ 
tions and repulsions are measured by the swinging of 
the suspended apparatus. From a preliminary ex¬ 
periment, the author is encouraged to consider the 
method a practical one. — (Ann. phys. chem , xix. 
106.) [138 

ENGINEERING* 

Engines of lake steamers. — One of the steam¬ 
ers of the Western transportation line has engines of 
the ‘compound’ type, two low and two high pressure 
cylinders, of 20 and of 40 Incjies diameter and of 4o 
inches stroke. The steam is cut off at 8 inches in 
the high-pressure cylinder, and the consumption of 
steam amounts to but 10 pounds per hour and per 
horse-power. The boat is 250 feet lonjf, 88 feet beam, 
and 10 feet draught. The engines and boilers weigh 
about 100 tons. The latter have 100 square feet of 
grate-surface, and 8,860 square feet of heating-surface. 
Another vessel, the K. B. Hale, has simple engines, 
carries 1,000 tons of freight at 14 feet draught, makes 
about 10 knots an hour on 1,400 pounds of coal. 
The engines are 86 by 80, and are supplied with 
steam by one boiler 12 feet in diameter by 18 feet 
long. — (Mechanics, Juno 28.) », h. t. [139 

Heating by superheated exhaust-steam. — 
Mr, Levi Hussey has devised a method of heating 
buddings in winter by the exhaust-steam from en¬ 
gines by first passing it through a superheater in the 
flue, and there taking up heat which would other¬ 
wise be sent up the chimney and wasted. The steam 
is thus deprived of all moisture, and then heated 
to so high a temperature that it will heat more 
thoroughly, and with less obstruction by back-press- 
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ure, than saturated and wet steam. Heat is thus 
obtained without cost, and rendered effective for 
useful ap pH cation to a greater extent than has 
hitherto been possible. — ( Amer. mack., July 7.) 
K, II. T. 1140 

CHEMISTRY. 

(Analytical.) 

Electrolysis of bismuth solutions. — Messrs. N. 
W. Thomas and E. F. Smith find that bismuth may be 
accurately determined in solution either as sulphate 
or as citrate by electrolysis. By three bichromate 
cells all the bismuth was deposited in a compact form 
in three hours. It was washed, first with water, then 
with alcohol, dried, and weighed. The reduction 
goes on equally well in a solution containing an ex¬ 
cess of citric acid. — (Amer. chem. journ. f v. 114,) 
<:. f. m. [X41 

Estimation of hardness in water without 
soap solution. — Instead of the usual method for 
estimating the hardness of water, (>. Hchner prefers 
Miration with standard sulphuric acid and sodic car¬ 
bonate solutions. He claims that the results ob¬ 
tained with the soap solution are very variable and 
wholly unreliable. — [Analyst^ May, 1883.) c. F. M. 

[142 

The presence of copper in cereals. — In an 

article on this subject, Mr, E. F. Willoughby reviews 
the instances in which copper has been found in 
cereals, and he quotes the following results obtained 
by Dr. V. Galippe: — 

Cuppw tnn kilogram. 


Wheat from Central France .... 0. 0100 grm. 
“ “ La Chittre (ludro) . . . 0.11080 “ 

“ “ Grand Villiers (Oise) . . 0. 0052 “ 

“ “ Michigan. 0. 0070 “ 

“ “ America (Redwinter) . . 0.0085 “ 

“ “ California. 0. 0050 “ 

“ •• Native Brie.. 0.0054 “ 

“ “ America, soft.0. 0108 “ 

“ “ Russia, liard (Taganrog) . 0. 0088 “ 

“ “ Algiers, hard. 0.0002 “ 

Rye. 0.0050 “ 

Oats. 0. 0084 •' 

Barley.o. 0108 “ 

Rice. . ..0.0010 “ 

— {Analj/tt, May, 1888.) c. f. m. |X43 


AGRICULTURE. 

Preserved milk. — Loow found that a sample 
of milk which had been sealed up and heated to 101°, 
and then preserved for eight years, had undergone 
decided change. The color was brownish, and the 
taste Intensely bitter. The milk-sugar was changed 
into dextrose and levuloge; the caselno and albumen, 
into peptone. A sediment yielded crystals of tyrosln 
after boiling with potash. Milk preserved for a year 
by Scherff’s process was found by Vietta considerably 
altered in taste, but samples kept in a cool cellar for 
several months appeared unaltered. — (Hied, centr,- 
blatt, xiU 67. ) H. p. A. [144 

Calculation of feeding-rationa. — In two feed- 
lag-experiments with steers, Caldwell and Roberts 
found that a ration calculated to correspond to that 


recommended by Wolff for maintenance caused a 
very decided and steady gain in weight, while a richer 
ration gave much greater gains than have been ob¬ 
tained by other experimenters from rations calculated 
to furnish the same amounts of digestible matters. 
They conclude that “ We have not yet sufficient data, 
from actual feeding-experiments, upon which to base 
a reliable calculation of the maintenance-ration, or 
of a ration for the production of a certain effect.** — 
(Rep. Cornell unitv exp. stat.> 1882-88,18.) h. p. a. 

[X45 

Determination of protelne.— Trials of Stutzer’s 
method of separating true protelne from other nitro¬ 
genous matters failed to give Newbury concordant 
results In the case of several concentrated fodders, 
arid numerous difficulties in manipulation were ex¬ 
perienced. With coarse fodders the results were 
concordant. — (Rep. Cornell unfu. exp. stat.< 1882-88, 
34.) H, P. a. [146 

Detenhination of phosphoric acid. — Pember¬ 
ton’s method for the volumetric determination of 
phosphoric acid In fertilizers by titration with a 
standard solution of ammonium molybdate gave 
results closely agreeing with gravimetric determina¬ 
tions. Two improvements in the process are de¬ 
scribed.— (Rep, Cornell univ. exp. *trd. t 1882-88, 29 ) 
ii. p. A. [147 

MINERALOGY. 

Peculiar crystals of fluorite. — On a hand speci¬ 
men of fluorite, probably from Zinnwald, Bohemia, 
F. J. P. A r an Calker noticed that there were on all 
of the small crystals, which were combinations of 
cube, hcxoctahedron, and octahedron, well-deflned 
Inarking* on each cubic face, making a perfect, rec¬ 
tangle whose sides were parallel to the intersection 
of the cube and octahedron. To account for these 
peculiar markings, which were present on ail of the 
crystals, the author suggested that each crystal might 
originally have been of a simpler form, around which 
a subsequent shell of fluorite had been deposited; 
and a section from a single crystal, cut near and 
parallel to a cubic face, showed, when examined by 
transmitted light, a colorless centre, with the rectan¬ 
gular marking appearing as a dotted line, and outside 
of this another colorless portion completing the crys¬ 
tal. This fully confirmed the author’s suggestion 
of an enclosure of fluorite in fluorite, showing that 
the crystals were originally of simple form, combina¬ 
tions of cube and octahedron, which had become 
coated with some pigment, and subsequently another 
deposit of fluorite had taken place, building up the 
hexoetahedron planes on all of the solid angles. — 
(Zeitschr. krynt , vii.447.) s, L. l\ [148 

GEOLOGY. 

Lithology. 

The eruptive rooks of Tryberg, Sohwars- 
wald. — George II. Williams has published for the 
doctorate, degree a valuable petrog^aphical paper on 
the Tryberg region, the country rocks of which are 
gneia*, granltite, and granite, cut by dikeaof granite, 
quartz-porphyry, mica-syenlte-porphyry, mtca-dio- 
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rite and nepheline-basalt, while porphyry tuff occu¬ 
pies a portion of the Kesselberg area. The gr&nltlte is 
a crystalline granular mixture of felspar, quartz, and 
biotite, and is regarded as a typical rock of its kind. 
The quartZ’porphyry has a compact, red groundmass 
porphyr ideally enclosing quartz and felspar, also 
biotite, apatite, and magnetite. The mica-syenlte- 
porphyry has a compact, deep reddish-brown ground- 
mass, holding biotite and felspar, as well as some 
quartz, apatite, and zircon. 

The nepheline-basalt shows a compact, greenish- 
black groundmass, holding crystals and grains of a 
fresh, nearly colorless olivine. The groundmass Is 
composed of a mixture of augite, little olivine crys¬ 
tals, and magnetite grains cemented by a colorless 
mass of nephellte and gloss. Some reddish-brown 
biotite was observed, while apatite in little needles 
occurs abundantly. The paper Is accompanied by a 
plate and map, while the classification followed is 
that of Prof. Rosen btisch of Heidelberg, with whom 
Dr. Williams studied. This classification of eruptive 
rocks is now the prevailing one in Germany, and, on 
account of the number of Rosenbusch’s students con¬ 
nected with the U.S. geological survey and with other 
Institutions, will be soon generally used in Amer¬ 
ica.— {Neuen jahrb* min boil., 1888, iL) m. k. w. 

[149 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Arctic.) 

Danish expeditions in Greenland in 1883.— 

Dr. Itink, who is now resident in Kristiania, gives 
some details as to the proposed work for this sea¬ 
son. Lieut. G. Holm, assisted by Lieut. Garde, 
geologist Knutsen, botanist Eberlin (who also acta as 
surgeon), and a number of Greenlanders, will under¬ 
take the exploration of the eastern coast of Green¬ 
land in umiaks, in the narrow strip of water between 
the great stream of drift-ice and the shore, where 
these boats may be able to accomplish much not 
practicable for a vessel. They will endeavor to pass 
the northern extreme reached by Graah, 182§-80, and 
to penetrate to the interior by some of the deep fiords, 
thus obtaining some idea of the region between them 
and the western coast. The other expedition will 
endeavor to map the unexplored portion of the west¬ 
ern coast between 07° and 70° N. lat., and will be 
commanded by Lieut. Hammer, assisted by Sylow 
as geologist, and naval Lieut. Larsen. Notice has 
already been taken of the arrival of these parties in *- 
Greenland. — (Naturen, Mai, 1888.) w. h. d. [150 

(South America*) 

The death of Crevaux. — The details of the de¬ 
struction of this gallant explorer and his party have 
been obtained from a native interpreter, who was 
made captive at the time, but finally escaped across 
the deserL to Ankarolnga. The party had arrived alt 
a spot on the right bank of the Pilcomayo, five leagues 
above the Rio Tigre, where there is a village of Toba 
Indians called Cuvarocai. After having been assured 
of a peaceful welcome, the doctor began to distribute 
presents to the natives, who, at the Advice *of their 
chief, rendered covetous by the sight of the valuables 
in the hands of the party, fell suddenly upon the ex¬ 


plorers, and killed those on the shore. Those still in 
the boats attempted to escape by swimming, and 
were pursued, and several of them killed in the water. 
Only two, Haurat and Blanco, being good swimmers, 
succeeded in reaching the opposite shore, and hiding 
themselves In the forest. Nothing lias been heard of 
them since. The interpreter was carried off as a 
prisoner. The bodies were thrown Into the water 
or left where they fell, except that of Dr. Crevaux, 
which was carried to a neighboring village, where 
for thirty-six hours the Tobas sang and performed 
incantations around it, after which It was conveyed 
to a spot near to and visible from the huts. The 
Argentine government has sent Col. Sol with two 
hundred men up the Pilcomayo to punish the assas¬ 
sins, while the geographical society of Buenos Ayres 
has sent one of its number to search for the two 
survivors, and report on the whole subject. —w. h, l>. 

[X5X 

Crevaux's voyages in Guiana. — Henri Froide- 
vaux summarizes previous investigations of tbe rivers 
of Guiana, and narrates the advances due to Crevaux. 
He notes that tbe indigenous population of Guiana 
is visibly decreasing, and states that Crevaux believed, 
that, judging by tbe abundance of village sites and 
relics on tbe river-banks now absolutely depopulated, 
there was formerly an abundant population. — {Rev* 
gtiogr., May, 1883.) w. h. d. X52 

Notes. — I>r. Giissfcldt has made Interesting trig¬ 
onometrical surveys in the Cordillera, together with 
observations on glaciers. He will soou take up the 

region about Aconcagua.-The English brothers 

Haspold, with the warmest approbation of the gov¬ 
ernment of the republic, have undertaken a very exact 
geological, mlneraloglcal, and natural history survey 
of the different Argentine states. — {Mitt* geogr . gee* 
Wien> xxvl. no. v.) w. n. n. [153 

(Africa.) 

Number of Jews in Africa. — According to tbe 
estimate of Brunialti, the Jews in Africa number 
450,000. Gftrhard Rohlfs criticises this as much too 
high, and, by reviewing the estimates of population 
in all parts of the continent, concludes that 220,000 
is much nearer the truth. — (Peterm. geogr* mitth* t 
1883, 211.) w. M. p. [X54 

The coast-line of Tunis.—In his description of 
the Mediterranean lands, Tli. Fischer has included 
Tunis In the area of rising coasts about Sicily, 
Sardinia, and south-eastern France. The correctness 
of this is questioned by Dr. J. Partsch of Breslau, 
who presents a considerable mass of evidence to show 
that the Tunisian shores have not changed their 
altitude in the historic period, although their out¬ 
line has varied distinctly at certain points by delta 
growth.' The river Medjerda (the ancient Bagradas) 
has shifted its mouth several miles to the north, and 
built out Us delta into the Gulf of Tunis; and this 
in combination with the wind-action, by which sand 
has been blown inland from the shore, has added 
nearly one hundred square miles of lowland outside 
of the coast-Hue of the third century before Christ. 
Former lines of river-flow are distinctly visible At 
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several points. Bat all this, and other facta of a sim¬ 
ilar nature, must not be explained by an elevation of 
the land; for the rftijtis of Carthage, on a promontory 
a few mi lea to the south, are still close to the sea, and 
the remains of some of its harl>or-works are yet at 
the water’s edge. A variety of ancient and modern 
descriptions of this region are referred to. — ( Peterm , 
geogr. mitth 1888,201, map.) w. M. n. [155 

ZOOLOGY. 

Protosoa. 

New sporoaoon.— A. Schneider has discovered 
in the Malpighian vessels of Blaps an amoeboid para¬ 
site. Multiplication takes place principally by means 
of cysts. Eucystmeut occurs only between individ¬ 
uals with a single nucleus and of spherical form. The 
two conjugated organisms secrete around themselves 
several envelopes, each marked with an equatorial 
Hue of dehiscence. Each of the two nuclei divide 
into three, of the six nuclei thus formed, four, 
together with a part of the granular mass, remain 
unused, while the othemwo become the spores. The 
species is named OpbryoeystU Iliitschlii. —(Comptes 
r endue , 1888, 1378; ^1»». map. nat. hi»L, xl 439.) 
e. h. m. [156 

Insects. 

Observations on Hymenoptera. — In part x. of 
his Observations, Lubbock answers some of Dr. 
Muller’s objections to his methods in studying the 
color-preferences of the hive-bee, believing that his 
conclusions are not invalidated by them. To test 
the sense of hearing in bees, telephonic communica¬ 
tion was established between two sets of bees, one 
of which was then excited, but with no effect on 
the other. Others were accustomed to visit honey 
placed near a music-box, the position of which was 
several times changed. The bees did not, however, 
appear to hear the music, though they seem to have 
connected the presence of the instrument with that 
of the honey, and were guided by it, even if It were 
not playing, so long as they could see it; but if they 
could not see it, even if it were playing, it did not 
assist them, It Is, however, uncertain but that high 
over-tones, beyond our range of hearing, may be 
audible to bees. 

Further experiments seem to show that the Indus¬ 
try of wasps has been underrated. One individual 
visited some honey no less than a hundred and six¬ 
teen times in a day, loading herself each time, and 
carrying away more than sixty-four grains of honey. 
Her working-hours extended from 4.18 a.m, to 7.47 
p.m., while a bee, working on honey the same day, 
made but twenty-nine visits, between 0.45 a, at. and 
7.10 p.m. 

A curious demonstration of the recognition of the 
queen by worker-ants was made in the following 
way: "I was starting a new nest of Lasius flavus 
hi which were two queens. We allowed the ants to 
take one of them into their new glass house; the 
other we kept with a small retinue In a separate bot¬ 
tle. If this bottle is placed near the nest, some of 
the retinue leave it, go into the nest, and soon the 


ants come out in large numbers to see, 2 had almost 
said to pay their respects to, their queen.” 

The dislike of ants for the ultra-violet rays of the 
spectrum, indicated by earlier experiments, was fur¬ 
ther shown by the use of two screens, — one consist¬ 
ing of a solution of iodine in carbon bisulphide ; the 
other of indigo, carmine, and roseine, mixed so as to 
produce the same tint, but not, like the bisulphide 
solution, intercepting the ultra-violet rays. The 
ants collected, in most instances, under the iodine 
screen. 

The record of the occurrence of Ponera contracta 
in England, and the description of a new Australian 
honey-ant, Melophorus Bagoti, are of interest to the 
sy&temafclst, — (Joum. Linn, soc., zooh, xvil.) w. t . 

(157 

(Economic, entomology.) 

Insects affecting the strawberry. — Professor 
S. A. Forbes summarizes what has been published 
respecting the insects that infest the strawberry in 
the United States, and adds original observations 
respecting several of them. These observations refer 
chiefly to the crown-borer, the root-worm, and the 
crown-miner. A very useful calendar is given, indi¬ 
cating in a concise form the periods of each of the 
species discussed and the particular place in which 
each insect occurs In each of its stages. — {Trans. 
Miss. Valley hort. sec., 1883.) J. H. 0, [158 

The hop-vine borer. — Although this pest has 
been very destructive for many years, the life-history 
of the species has not been known till now. Prof. 
Comstock gives an account, with figures, of the insect 
in each of its stages. — (Amer. agric June, 1888.) 

[159 

VERTEBRATES. 

Are the lunge air-tight ? — That the lungs are nor¬ 
mally alr-tlg^t under the ordinary condition of life 
has been acc^ted in physiology a9 an almost neces¬ 
sary consequence of the function which they perform. 
Ewaid and Robert have lately reported some experi¬ 
ments which appear to show that this belief is not 
strictly correct. If the intra-pulmonic pressure is 
raised above a certain limit, not higher than may 
occur normally during life, there is an escape .of air 
from the lungs into the pleural cavity or into the 
blood-vessels of the pulmonary circulation. When 
a curarlzed dog was exposed to artificial respiration 
at a proportionally high pressure for about an hour, 
the dog killed, and the chest, opened under water, 
both the pleural cavity and the heart were found to 
contain air. Experiments made upon excised lungs, 
expanded under water by positive pressure, showed, 
that, at a certain pressure, air escaped, while, if the 
pressure was again lowered, the lunge again became 
air-tight. The authors satisfied themselves in all 
cases that there was no actual gross rupture of the 
lung-ttssue or blood-vessels. The maximal expirato¬ 
ry pressure which a dog can produce was found to 
vary between 50 turns, and 90 nuns, of mercury; 
white, to*get an escape of air Into the pleural cavity or 
heart, it was only necessary to keep the Intra-pulmon¬ 
ic pressure at about 35 turns, of mercury. A similar 
result was obtained with rabbits. The escape of air 
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may take place not only through the walls of the 
alveoli, but also through the trachea, with the pro¬ 
duction of emphyaema of the subcutaneous cellular 
tissue of the neck, which in time may spread as far 
as the extremities of the body. The peculiar pains 
in the chest which sometimes follow upon violent ex¬ 
piratory efforts may be owing, they think, to a small 
escape of air into the pleura) cavity. So many hither¬ 
to inexplicable cases in which, after sudden death, 
air has been found in the heart or pleural cavity, 
although there was no evidence of any rupture, 
may be explained in this way by the escape of air 
through the lung-tissue. — (Pfluger’s archiv, xxxi. 
160.) w. ii. h. [160 

Structureless basal substance. — The structure¬ 
less substance which forms the basis of the ‘ jelly y In 
medusae, Emery thinks, is still represented in the 
higher animals, preceding lu certain places the true 
connective tissue. Emery employs the name given 
by Hensen, ‘ tissue of secretion,’ it being supposed to 
be secreted by the surrounding epifchelia. In verte¬ 
brates an anhistic layer in the cornea precedes the 
true connective tissue (Kessler, Emery). In the 
embryos of teleosts, particularly those that leave 
the egg early, the ectoderm is separated by a thick 
layer of homogeneous, unorganized matter from the 
inner tissues. This hyaline mass also fills out the 
embryonic median fins. It is probably changed later 
into connective tissue by the immigration of cells. 
The clear membranes separating two adjacent epithe- 
lla, or an epithelium from connective tissue, the 
vitreous humor, and the substance filling the segmen¬ 
tation cavity of the ovum, are also, perhaps, to be 
enumerated here as preservations of a very ancient 
primitive formation, — the tissue of secretion of the 
most distant ancestors of vertebrates. Its excessive 
development in teleost larvae is probably an acquired 
embryonic characteristic. This Interesting little pa¬ 
per especially deserves attention from those studying 
the embryology of fishes. — {Arch, ital, biol , iii. 37.) 
C. 8. M. [161 

Fisk. 

Motor-nerve endings.—• G’iaccio has investigated 
the motor-nerve plates in the depressor muscle of the 
jaw of Torjvedo marmorata by treatment with double 
chloride of gold and cadmium. From the anterior 
third of the muscles, strips one millimetre thick 
were cut with scissors; the strips were then left for 
five minutes In fresh filtered lemon-juice, washed In 
distilled water, and placed for half an hour in a one- 
pcr-ccnt solution of gold and cadmium, being kept 
dark; washed again in one-per-cent aqueous solution 
of formic acid, in which they were left twelve hours in 
the dark, then twelve in the light; finally, kept in the 
dark in stronger formic acid for one day, and pre¬ 
served in glycerine. Such strips may be easily dis¬ 
sociated into fibres. 

Two forms of nerve-endings are observed. One, 
the rarer, represents probably the initial form: it. con¬ 
sists of bunches of grains, suspended by peduncles 
arising by repeated division of the pale fibres towards 
their termination. The second form has been pre¬ 
viously described {Mem. accad, sc. Util Bologna, 


1877), but the following new points deserve mention: 
the end-plate appears to be more closely united to the 
sarcolemma than to the muscular substance; between 
the ramifications of the fibres appear certain corpus¬ 
cles, probably connective tissue, but whether they 
lie within or without the sarcolemma was not deter¬ 
mined ; a secondary sheath extends over the primary 
and secondary, but stops at the tertiary branches; 
the ultimate terminations are bunches of peduncu¬ 
lated grains, the grains being colored dark, their 
stalks light; finally, the presence of a granular em¬ 
bedding substance around the nervous branches. — 
(Arch, ital . biol, lit. 75.) 8. m. [162 

Fishes of the Bats toe River, New Jersey.— 
Professor E. D. Cope stated that eleven species col¬ 
lected in the confined waters of a broken darn on the 
Batstoc Kiver, New Jersey, represented the fish fauna 
of the Carolinian district of the nearctic realm, only 
three extending into the Alleghanian district. A 
species of Amiurus new to science was at first sup¬ 
posed to be an unusually dark-colored example of the 
common Andurus nebulosus. A critical examina¬ 
tion soon showed that it dftfers in the important 
characters of the considerably more anterior position 
of the dorsal fin, four to seven more anal radii, and 
more rounded outline of the caudal fin. Its charac¬ 
ters ally It to the western A. natalis, from which it 
differs by its more slender form and more rounded 
caudal fin. The name A. prosthlstius was proposed 
for It. — (Acad. nat, «c, Philadmeeting June 26.) 


Color-markings of mammals. — Professor Eimer 
has continued his studies in regard to the color-mark¬ 
ings of vertebrates. 

As the result of his observations, he has drawn out 
certain general principles, which he applies to the 
different groups, notably to the mammals. 

The following general statements are elaborated: 
1. That the color-markings of mammals may be re¬ 
duced to longitudinal stripes, spots, and transverse 
stripes; 2. That the longitudinal stripes are the old¬ 
est form, and that the other two follow in course; 
3. Thai the primitive mammalian fauna was a lon¬ 
gitudinally striped one; 4. That the males have been 
first to take on the new forms of markings, while 
the females hold longer to the older form; 5. That 
the effects of the law by which the development of the 
markings takes place from the posterior part of the 
body toward the anterior part are not so easily traced 
in mammals as In the case of other groups, such 
as the saurians; 6. That in mammals the develop* 
meat of markings follows a regular course, that Is, 
the longitudinal markings are followed by spots, 
which, in turn, run together, and finally form the 
transverse or tiger stripes; 7. That the position of 
the smallest spot on a mammal is not accidental, but 
due to the action of genetic and philogenetic laws, 
from which it follows that markings are an available 
means for the determination of species; 8. That the 
regularity of the development of markings shows 
that they arise from constitutional causes. 

The author takes the Yiverridae as the original 
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types of the carnivores, and believes that in the hyena, 
cats, dogs, bears, and weasels, he can trace the form 
and position of markings possessed by the former. He 
acknowledges several difficulties, however, in the 
case of the leopard, jaguar, and other peculiarly spot¬ 
ted cats. He believes that the ungulates follow the 
same law in regard to markings as the carnivores. — 
(Jahreah, verein vaterl. naturk . Wiirit xxxlx. 1888. 
58.) f. w. t. [164 

(i/an.) 

^Function of the crico-thyroid muscle. — 

Martel brings forward some experiments to show 
that the crico-thyroid, and not the thyro-arytenold 
muscle is par excellence the muscle used in the 
production of different tones in singing and speaking. 
The most interesting point of the paper, perhaps, is, 
that he shows, by registering with simple levers the 
movements of the thyroid and cricoid cartilages re¬ 
spectively, that, when the different chest-notes (from 
do 1 to do 4 ) are sounded, the thyroid cartilage re¬ 
mains immovable, while the cricoid Is brought closer 
and closer to it as the pitch of the note is raised. 
In the contraction of the crico-thyroid muscle, or, as 
he prefers to call It, the thyro-ericoid muscle, the 
thyroid cartilage is therefore to be considered as 
the fixed point. The action of the thyro-arytenoid 
muscle, according to him, is preparatory to that of 
the cricothyroid, in that it gives the vocal cords their 
proper position, and acts as an antagonist to the 
latter muscle. The length and tension of the vocal 
cords, however, are governed by the crico-thyroid. 
This view of the function of the crico-thyroid is sup¬ 
ported by the results obtained when the muscle, or 
the nerve going to it, is divided in the dog, and, 
among men, by the pathological cases in which there 
is paralysis of this muscle. The general result in 
such cases la a pronounced hoarseness, and an in¬ 
ability to sound any but the lowest tones, — {Arch, 
de physiol, 1888, 582.) w, h. ir. [165 

Summation of atfmuli in the sensory nerves 
of man. — From numerous experiments made upon 
himself with electrical stimuli, de Wattevllle comes 
to the conclusion that the action of stimuli applied to 
a sensory nerve increases, within certain limits, with 
their frequency. Stimuli which are subminima], as 
long as they follow at slow intervals, will call forth 
a sensation when made to follow each other with 
greater rapidity. This summation takes place more 
readily when the stimulated nerve is exposed to the 
action of the kathode; and the author is of the opin¬ 
ion that It is local, as in motor nerves, and not cen¬ 
tral The summation may be explained as the after 
action of electrical stimulation; the induction shocks 
following with such rapidity that the excitation in 
each case falls within the period of heightened irrita¬ 
bility. — (Neurol cmtralbl no. 7, 1883.) w. k, h. 

[166 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Tribute to Amerloan scholarship. —- An inter¬ 
esting tribute to American scholarship is paid in the 
fact that M. Barbler, on the authority of Mr, Stephens 
and later writers, was setting up Del Rio’s * images 
of men In bas-yelier in front of the model of the 


Temple of the Sun, as he had done in the Trocadero. 
Dr, K&u of the Smithsonian institution drew his 
attention to Del Rio’s description of the Temple of 
the Cross, as well as to the statements of Dupalx and 
Galindo; and the bas-reliefs at Washington will stand 
in their proper place in front of the shrine containing 
the group of the Cross. Again, Prof. Cyrus Thomas 
has discovered that the cast on the left slab of the 
Tablet of the Cross proves conclusively the correct¬ 
ness of the statement previously made in Science, 
that Wal deck's figure of this slab, as published by 
the French scientific commission, 1860-88, was cop¬ 
ied from Catherwood’s drawing. This is proved by 
the fact that Gather wood* a errors, of which M, Char- 
nay’s cast brings to view quite a number, are all 
faithfully reproduced in Waldeck. —o. r. m. [167 
Prehistoric trepanning. — The object of recall¬ 
ing attention to this much described subject is to 
speak of the novel experiments of L. Capitan. Many 
years ago Dr, Charles Rau, wishing to know how 
long it would take a savage to bore a hole through a 
hard rock with a wooden spindle, using sand and 
water, actually made the experiment, and has put on 
record his experience. M. Capitan has proceeded in 
the same way respecting prehistoric trephining, test¬ 
ing the various methods of boring and of removing a 
ronclelie or fragment of bone. The experiments on 
the skulls of the dead were to study the methods, the 
difficulties in the way of the operation, and the time 
required. It is the trephining of the living among 
savages, ami the fatality of the result, that most inter¬ 
est the student: therefore M. Capitan continued his 
researches upon living canine subjects. The first 
experiment was upon a small spaniel. The skin of 
tho head and temporal muscle were removed, and the 
trephining was practised upon the antero-superior 
portion of the right parietal. The operation was not 
very painful, Vuid in twenty minutes a rondelie of 
bone was removed. There was little hemorrhage and 
the meninges were not wounded. After a few days 
the spaniel wfts as lively as ever. Two other dogs were 
subsequently treated, with like success. Just what 
the method and amount of cicatrization might be, 
after such primitive operations, will be known when 
the autopsy of the subjects takes place in the future. 
—* ( Bull. soc. anthrop. Paris, v. 535,) j. w. v. [16® 
Catlinite. — Tho beautiful red stone pipes in col¬ 
lections of Indian culture-objects are made of a stone 
called catlinite. Mr. E. A. Barber tells us that for 
many generations the aborigines have procured this 
material from the Great red plpestone quarry, situ¬ 
ated on the divlding-rldge between the Minnesota 
and Missouri rivers, at a place called by the French 
Couteau de» prairies. Catlin, the celebrated travel¬ 
ler, wtfs the first white man permitted by the Indians 
to visit the place; and therefore Dr, C. T. Jackson, 
to whom specimens were sent, named the mineral 
catlinite, The myths relating to the quarry, as well as 
surface Indications, show that the place has been 
worked for a very long time. In 1878 Marquette 
smoked in peace a catlinite pipe with the Indians of 
the upper Mississippi. Father Hennepin applies the 
term 1 calumet’ to these ceremonial pipes. There is no 
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doubt that an extensive traffic was carried on in this 
material for a considerable length of time by the abo¬ 
riginal tribes, extending from the Atlantic coast to the 
Rocky Mountain system and from New York and Min¬ 
nesota on the north to the Gulf of Mexico, The fact 
that objects of catlinite have been taken from Indian 
graves in the state of New York, and that others were 
found on the ancient site of an abandoned village in 
Georgia, at opposite points twelve hundred miles dis¬ 
tant from the pipestone quarry of Minnesota, reveals 
the great extent of intercommunication which for¬ 
merly existed among the North American peoples. 
When we consider that many pipes of catlinite have 
been taken from the bottom of mounds from four to 
seven feet deep, where they were found hi connection 
with cloth-wrapped copper axes and many other ob¬ 
jects of high antiquity, and that some of them are of 
the typical form of the oldest mound-pipes, we are 
forced to ascribe to some of them a high antiquity. — 
( Amer. nat., July.) j. w. I\ [169 

The Charnay collection. — Visitors to the Na¬ 
tional ipuseum at Washington are surprised to find 
the great hall adjoining the last doorway on the south 
side shut off by screens. Looking behind this barri¬ 
cade, the visitor may imagine himself transported to 
Central America, and in the presence of some of her 
grandest aboriginal remains. Here M. Barbier, from 
the Trocadero museum at Paris, is setting up casts of 
the most celebrated relics of Mexican and Centra! 
American ruins secured by M. Charnay. The read¬ 
ers of Sci KNCR will recall that Mr. Pierre Loriliard 
of New York, conjointly with the French government, 
equipped an expedition in 1880, and maintained it 
for two years, for a systematic investigation of the so- 
called 1 ruined cities * and other remains of ancient 
civilization in Central America and Mxeico, The 
expedition was placed under the charge of M, D6sir6 
Charnay, and thoroughly furnished with the means 
of making photographs and casts by the process of 
M. Lotin de Laval. Copies of these casts were first 
to be presented to the Smithsonian institution and to 
the French government, the latter set to be placed in 
the Trocadero museum at Paris. The story of M. 
Charnay’s travels and successes has been told in the 
North American review, commencing with August, 
1880; the editor, Mr. Thorndike Rice, favoring and 
encouraging the expedition from the first. M. Char- 
nay’s moulds having been transported to Paris, he 
proceeded to make his reproductions. With refer¬ 
ence to the Smithsonian series, now being set up in 
the National museum, Mr. Rice writes, “ These casts 
are duplicates of those now on permanent exhibition 
at the Trocadero, Paris. The casts have been made 
in order to afford to students of American antiquities 
the fullest opportunity for studying these products 
of indigenous art and the hitherto indecipherable In¬ 
scriptions.” The collection includes a bas-relief frpm 
Ocoslngo, the stone of Tizoc, fragment from Tezcuco, 
thirty-eight pieces from Palenque, Including the 
most celebrated sculptures and inscriptions, and 
thirty-four pieces from Chichen-Itza. M. Hamy will 
shortly send a detailed account of each piece, and the 
readers of SciKNoa will receive the benefit of his in¬ 


formation. Professor Baird will have the bas-reliefs of 
the Temple of the Sun and those of the Temple of the 
Cross mounted in wooden frames, the exact reproduc¬ 
tion of the rooms which they occupied in Palenque. 
— J, w. P. (170 

EARLY INSTITUTIONS. 

The Nottingham records. — The records of the 
borough of Nottingham have been published by 
Quariteh in London. They cover the period from 
1155 to 18U9, and contain much interesting matter 
bearing upon the history of town customs and govern¬ 
ment in Kngland, Mr. G. L. Gomme, the author of 
Primitive folk-moots, reviews the volume, and gives 
us some extracts from it. Assuming that the mu¬ 
nicipal corporation of the thirteenth century is the 
primitive village community in a late stage of devel¬ 
opment, he discovers various customs which he 
describes as belonging to the primitive village. The 
history of the primitive village Is In this way extended 
and enlarged. Borne very interesting passages, illus¬ 
trative of the right of pre-emption which kinsmen 
enjoyed, are given. It appears, that, * v if a person 
sold his land [in Nottingham], hW nearest heirs might 
lawfully enter into such lands and tenements if they 
offered to the purchaser, in the gild hall of tlie town, 
the money which he had given for the property.” 
Some passages bearing upon the history of the open- 
field system are also cited. Mr. Gomme regards the 
open-field system as ‘the best evidence of the old 
primitive tenure of land,’ The custom of borough 
English—-or ‘junior-right,’ as Mr. Elton calls it — 
obtained at Nottingham. — (TAc antiquary, April, 
1883.) IK W. R. [171 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

It is hoped that the new section for mechanics 
of the American association for the advancement of 
science will receive the earnest co-operation of All 
interested, who may find It convenient to attend. 
The approaching meeting at Minneapolis will be the 
second held by the section. Those having matters of 
interest to present are requested to notify the secre¬ 
tary of section I) (A. A. A. S.) at Minneapolis as, 
early as possible. Circulars relating to the ’ meeting 
may be obtained of the permanent secretary of the 
association, F, W. Putnam, at Minneapolis. 

—During the coming year, experiments will be 
made at the physical laboratory of Johns Hopkins 
university with a view to aid in establishing an inter¬ 
national unit of electrical resistance. The experi¬ 
ments will be carried on, under the direction of 
Professor Rowland, with an appropriation from the 
government of the United States. The results will be 
communicated to the International commission of 
electricians, meeting in Paris. 

— We alluded a few weeks ago to the award of the 
first Walker prize of the Boston society of natural 
history to Mr. Howard Ayres of Fort Smith, Ark., 
for his memoir on the development of Oecanthus. 
This memoir is now printing by the society. The 
award of the second prize has now been made. Sev¬ 
eral papers of unquestionable merit were before the 
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committee, and the subjects were so diverse as to 
make it difficult to decide between them. Expert 
aid was sought; and it has been at last concluded to 
divide it equally between William Patten of Water- 
town, Mass., who offered an essay on the develop¬ 
ment of Phryganidae, and H. W. Conn of Johns 
Hopkins university, who presented an essay on the 
life-history of Thai ass cm a mlllita. 

— Recognizing the demand for thoroughly trained 
engineers conversant with electrical science, at the 
beginning of the next academic year (Sept. 18,1883) 
the trustees of Cornell university will receive stu¬ 
dents who desire to fit themselves to enter this new 
and constantly extending field, While the general 
studies are mainly those of the departments of civil 
and mechanical engineering, the special studies of 
the course embrace the theory of electricity, the 
construction and testing of telegraph lines, cables, 
and instruments, and of dynamo machines, and the 
methods of electrical measurement, electrical light¬ 
ing, and the electrical transmission of power. 

— During the past year original investigations, the 
results of which either have been or soon will be pub¬ 
lished, have been made in the biological laboratory of 
Johns Hopkins university, in the following sub¬ 
jects: the direct action upon the heart of ethyl 
alcohol, the influence of digltaline upon the heart 
and blood-vessels, the influence of quinine upon the 
blood-vessels, the influence of variations in arterial 
pressure upon the time occupied by the systole of the 
heart, the minute structure of the kidney, the life- 
history of PeniclIlium, viscous fermentation, the in¬ 
fluence of various illuminations on tlio growth of 
yeast, the structure of Porpita, the structure of the 
gasteropod gill, the dovtdopment of the mammary 
gland, the structure and properties of the cavernous 
tissue beneath the olfactory mucous membrane. 

— The U, S. geological survey has appointed Prof. 
H. S. Williams of Cornell university upon its staff. 
Under its auspices he will carry out more fully the 
studies he has long undertaken upon the upper De¬ 
vonian fossils of the rich localities of his neighbor¬ 
hood in New York, and extend the work beyond the 
limits of the states as well as into the immediately 
underlying and overlying strata, for better compari¬ 
son of the upper Devonian species, and study of their 
faunal relations. Professor Williams has been en¬ 
deavoring to build up a thorough school of compara¬ 
tive paleontology at Cornell with good success; and 
the assistance he will gain from his connection with 
the U.S. survey will offer a special attraction to 
those wishing to pursue paleontological studies under 
him. Hr. 0. & Prosser, a recent graduate of Cornell, 
assists him this summer in his geological work lu 
connection with the U. S. survey* 

—A very interesting sketch of the life of Count 
Rumford, by Professor Tyndall, is printed In the Con - 
temporary review for July, An account of his sci- 
entifto labors is promised In a future issue. 

— W. H. M. Christie, F.R.S., astronomer royal, has 
withdrawn from the editorship of The observatory* a 
monthly review of astronomy* This periodical will 
how be edited by E. W, Maunder, F.K.A.S*; and all 


communications should be addressed to him at the 
lioyal observatory, Greenwich, as formerly. 

— Dr. M. Braun in Dorpat proposes a zoological 
investigation of the Gulf of Finland. The Russian 
government will furnish a steamer, and the explora¬ 
tions are to be made on behalf of the Naturalists' 
society of Dorpat. 

—The American apiculturiat is the ninth periodical 
in the United States devoted to bees and apiculture. 
Several of these papers have a circulation num¬ 
bering thousands, and one is a weekly. It would 
seem rash to start another bee paper under these cir¬ 
cumstances. Nilas JVf. Locke, editor of this new jour¬ 
nal, seems, however, to have counted the cost, and 
means to act on the principle that there is always 
room up higher. He is an experienced bee-keeper, 
and expert in all the manipulations of the apiary. 
He has pkid special attention to the qualities of the 
several races of bees, and Is alive to the importaneeof 
groat care in breeding bees, if the apiarist would 
secure the highest success. It is evident that he 
Intends to give special attention to matters of sci¬ 
entific interest connected with bees and bee-culture. 

Mr. Locke has also secured the assistance of the 
ablest writers on the apiary in the country, — not 
men who are simply given to fine writing, but prac¬ 
tical men, who have won eminent success in the art 
which they practise. The paper is published at 
Salem, Mass., and, in typography and general style, 
has no superior among our apiarian periodicals. 

— According to Xature, the report of the sanitary 
commissioner with the government of Bombay 
shows, that, among other causes of death in that 
presidency in the year 1881, 1,200 persons died 
from snake-bite. A comparison of the deaths in 
1881 with the mean of those of five preceding years 
shows, that, in 1881 at least, the number had in¬ 
creased. TTiqpe figures prove that one person in 
13,610 of the whole population of the twenty-four 
presidency districts died from snake-bite. Adding 
to this the destruction of hutnffii life effected by other 
venomous and carnivorous animals, we see how im¬ 
portant a matter to the residents of those regions is 
the destruction of this unfavorable environment. 

— All the readers of Science have be$n familiar 
with the word * wampum' from their childhood. 
Roger Williams wrote in his Key, 44 The Hew-Kug- 
land Indians are ignorant of Europe’* coyne. Their 
owne is of two sorts, — one white, which they make 
of the stem or stock of the periwlncle, which they 
call meteauhok when all the shell is broken off. This 
they call wampam (white). The second is black, 
inclining to blue, which is made of the shell of a 
fish which some English call hens (poquahock).” 
This money was called suckauhock (aucki, black). 
Various shells wore used in different parts of the 
country under names adopted from the languages of 
the tribes who coined the money. But In the history 
of the early colonies the name * wampum ’ has gained 
a footing for all shell-money as well as for its imi¬ 
tations. Mr. Earnest Ingersoll has brought together 
a large amount of information on the subject in tho 
May NaturalUL 
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— The death is announced of E. Mohler, secretary 
of the Danube corn mission, and of Hermann Alexan¬ 
der von Berlepsch of Zurich, the latter in his seventy- 
first year. 

— The death is also announced of Dr. J. 8. Bailey 
of Albany, a young entomologist who had published 
a few papers of some importance on Lepidoptera. 

— In the June number of the Journal (if science is 
given the following account of a bird-eating frog. “ A 
lady living in the George district (Cape Colohy) sup¬ 
plies the G. H. herald with the following particulars 
of the remarkable habits of this creature: ‘I have 
much pleasure in furnishing ail the information we 
have, regarding the large frogs which have proved 
so destructive to our young chickens. A water-sluit 
runs round our terrace, and passes through the 
ground over which the poultry range, and in this the 
frogs harbor. The first time our attention was drawn 
to their bird-eating propensity was by the cries of a 
small bird in a fuchsia near the stream. Thinking 
it had been seized by a snake, several hastened to 
the spot, and saw a beautiful red and green sugar- 
bird in the mouth of a large greenish frog. Only the 
bird's head was visible; and, its cries becoming faint¬ 
er, the frog was killed, and the bird released. Its 
feathers were all wet and slimy, and for some days 
after we could distinguish it in the garden by its 
ruffled plumage. Since then the same species of frog 
has on several occasions been killed with young 
chickens, half-swallowed; and once a duckling was 
rescued from the same fate. Whether the noise Is 
natural to these frogs, or assumed to decoy the 
chickens within their reach, we know not; but they 
constantly make a chuckling sound so exactly like a 
hen calling her chickens for food that we have seen 
whole broods deceived, and rushing towards the sluit, 
where they supposed the hen to be. The frogs are 
very wary, and it Is difficult to find them unless by 
the screams of their victims. We have Jost large 
numbers of small chickens in an unaccountable 
manner, and feel sure now that these frogs must be 
answerable for very many of them, as there are no 
rats here, and the chickens are carefully housed at 
night. If I can give you any further details, 1 shall 
he glad to do so/ " 

— The distinguished spectroseopist, M. Thollon, U 
now working at the observatory at Paris, as has been 
his custom during previous summers. The proposed 
observatory on the top of the Pic du Midi — where the 
brothers Henry saw' the planet Venus with the naked 
eye in full daylight, when only three or four degrees 
from the sun, and two days after the transit —is said 
to he making great progress toward completion. It 
Is expected that Admiral Mouchez, M. Thollon, and 
other astronomers will visit it toward the end of 
August. 

— The VierteJjahrsschrift der astronomischen ge- 
seilschnft (18 jahrgang, erstes heft) is frontispieced 
with a solar print of Dr. Carl Christian Bruhns, the 
late director of the observatory at Leipzig. In the 
nekrologe are brief notices of Bruhns and C. Baeker, 
and a more extended one of K. Plantamour, by Dr. 
Rudolph Wolf of Zurich. Among the Uterarinche 


anzeigen are the following: Backlund, Zur theorie 
des Encke’schen come ten, by Paul Harzer; Callan- 
drean, Determination des perturbations d'une petite 
plan&te par les m^fchodes de M. Oyld£n, by O. Back- 
lund; Ginzel, Astronomlsche unterauchungen iiber 
finsternisse, by Th. von Oppolzer; and Fischer, Der 
elutings der lateralrefractJon auf das messen von 
horizontal-winkeln, by Wilhelm Schur. Among the 
newly elected members of the gcsellschaft are P. 
Barzej* of Leipzig, J. Holetschek of Vienna, J. 
Scheiner of Bonn, and C. Wagner of Kremsmiiuster. 
The next meeting of the gesellschajt will be held at 
Vienna, commencing on Friday, 8ept, 14, and lasting 
four days. 

— The geological commission of .Spain has pre¬ 
pared a pamphlet of twenty pages for the mineral ex¬ 
hibition, now open at Madrid, giving a brief account 
of the different geological formations occurring in 
Spain, their geographical distribution, general charac¬ 
ters, and the minerals of economic interest occurring 
in each. It also gives a short orographioal account of 
the country, which has a higher average elevation 
than any country in Europe excepting Switzerland. » 
The highest peak is that of Mulahncen, in the Sierra 
Nevada, 3,554 metres above the sea-level. The for¬ 
mation which has the greatest extent in Spain is 
the tertiary, which covers 34 per cent of the sur¬ 
face; next comes the primary, covering 27 percent; 
the secondary, 18$ per cent; the hipogenica, 10 per 
cent; the quaternary, 10 per cent; and the azoic, $ 
per cent. Given in numerical order, the miocene and 
oligoeene cover together 187,877 O kilom.; the Cam¬ 
brian and Silurian, 114,882; the hipogenica, 49,005; 
the quaternary, 40,477; the cretaceous, 47,002; the 
eocene, 28,504; the Jurassic, 22,097; the triassic, 
22,448; the carboniferous, 11,801; the pliocene, 9,004; 
the Devonian, 5,780; and the crystalline strata, 3,094, 
— a total of 494,040 n kilom. The term * rocas hipo~ 
ymicas * Is applied to what are generally called plu- 
tonicand volcanic rocks, both old and recent eruptive 
rocks. 

— Pbre Vidal, French missionary at Tutulla, Navi¬ 
gator's Islands, announces the discovery, made last 
year, oi the place of burial of Commandant Fleuriot 
de Langle, of the unfortunate expedition of la Pe- 
rouse. De Langle and his companions were killed by 
the natives at a point named Massacre Bay, in De¬ 
cember, 1787; but up to this recent date their remains 
and place of burial had not been discovered. The 
pious missionary intends to erect an expiatory chapel 
for the converted natives on the spot whore their bar¬ 
barous ancestors' victims were buried. 

— Mr. Henry H. Howorth, who is our standard 
authority on the Mongols, reviews with favor the 
work of the Rev. James Gilmour, who has lived as 
a missionary among them. We have apace only for 
a brief abstract upon the hospitality of these least 
sophisticated tribes of men: 44 Any traveller is at 
perfect liberty to alight at any village he may wish, 
and demand admittance; and any Mongol who re¬ 
fuses admittance, or gives a cold welcome even, is 
at once stigmatized as not a man, but a dog. Any 
host who did not offer tea without money and with- 
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out price would Boon earn the same reputation; the 
reason being, I suppose, that Mongolia has no inns, 
and all travellers are dependent on private houses 
for shelter and refreshment. At first sight it seems 
rather exacting to leap off your horse at the door of 
a perfect stranger, and expect to find tea prepared and 
offered to yon free; but probably the master of the 
tent where you refresh yourself is at the same time 
sitting likewise, refreshing himself in some other 
man’s tent some hundred miles away; and thus the 
thing balances Itself. The hospitality received by 
Mongols In travelling compensates for the hospitality 
shown to travellers. n 

— Two noteworthy ornithological papers appear in 
the August magazines. The habits and mental traits 
of the cat-bird in confinement have found an excellent 
student in Olive Miller, who gives us in tbe Atlantic 
a vivid picture of its curiosity, and its tyranny over 
weaker birds, with proofs of how It can learn by ex¬ 
perience, and its capacity for jealousy. The article 
Is well worth reading. 

The friends of Prof. A. M. Meyer of Hoboken, 
who arc aware of his zeal as a sportsman, will be 
less surprised than those who know him only by his 
professional studies, at his interesting paper on the 
quail, or ‘Boh White* as it is familiarly known, 
which appears as the leading paper in the midsummer 
Century . Eight, or nine exquisite woodcuts by Beard 
illustrate the different species of this class of game¬ 
birds in Europe and America, and far surpass in 
finish, and in excellence of delineation, any previous 
pictures we have seen. 

— An Increased interest in economic entomology is 
being shown in England. The Council of education 
(My lords of the privy council) havo formed a com¬ 
mittee of advice and reference regarding the entomo¬ 
logical collections which have existed for some time 
In connection with South Kensington museum. This 
committee Is under Professor Huxley as chairman; 
and among the members are Professor Westwood, 
Mr, Dyer (sub-director at Kew gardens), and Miss 
Ormcrod. It is planned to form a collection of cases 
that shall show the Insects commonly injurious to a 
serious extent to the crops, fruit and Umber trees, of 
the British Isles. Each case is to be accompanied by 
short life-histories of Uic species in it, and descrip¬ 
tions of the most serviceable methods of preventing 
their ravages. It is the purpose of the committee to 
make the collection thoroughly plain to be under¬ 
stood, so that farmers and gardeners may be able to 
consult It serviceably. As far as possible, the Insects 
will be shown in all stages, together with specimens 
of the Injured plant. In those cases where specimens 
are too small or too perishable to be used, drawings 
or models will be substituted. The carrying-out of 
this plan in a thoroughly scientific manner has been 
assured by placing the preparation of tbe cases in 
the bands of Professor*Westwood and Miss Ormcrod. 

-tin order to bring together the greatest amount 
of solid information respecting the natural history of 
man, student# have published manuals of anthropol¬ 
ogy from time to time, formulating the questions they 
desire to have answered. In 1800 Degeraudo, a mem¬ 


ber of the Institut de France, published a quarto of 
fifty-seven pages, entitled ‘ Considerations sur les 
diverse# mdthodes h suivre dans 1*observation des 
peuples sauvage,’ The Soeifitd ethnologique de Paris, 
in 1830, published its first memoir, which was pre¬ 
ceded by general instructions addressed to travellers, 
among which were three chapters on the individual, 
family, social, and religious life of peoples. Mr. Gal¬ 
latin, in our own country, while preparing his com¬ 
parative Indian linguistics, issued circulars to all army 
officers, Indian agents, and travellers. Mr. School¬ 
craft prepared a very elaborate scheme. George 
Gibbs published through the Smithsonian institu¬ 
tion a linguistic circular, and the same institution 
has Issued a number of others on anthropological sub¬ 
jects. The most elaborate published in our country 
are Major Powell’s manual for collectors of linguis¬ 
tics, aud Professor Mason’s directions to collectors 
for the Centennial exhibition, and hU pamphlet on 
the study of North American antiquities. In 1875 
the Geographical society of Paris published 1 Instruc¬ 
tions aux voy&geurs.’ The British association have 
printed three sets of questions, in 1851, 1854, and in 
1874. The last named bears the title * Notes and 
queries on anthropology for the use of travellers and 
residents in uncivilized lands.' The Austrian expe¬ 
dition in the frigate Novara was furnished with a 
very elaborate volume of questions upon anthropol¬ 
ogy. In addition to these, we have * Instructions 
anthropologlques* and ‘Instructions craniologiques ’ 
by the Paris society, and manuals by Roberts ami 
Kaltbrunner. Finally, the last-named society has 
been discussing with much learning and a slight loss 
of temper a 1 (Questionnaire de Bociologie et d’ethno¬ 
graphic.’ 

— The following investigations have been com¬ 
pleted by advanced students at the chemical laborato¬ 
ry of Johns Bakins university during the past year; 
on the conduct of moist phosphorus and air towards 
carbon monoxide; white phosphorus; oxidation of 
a compound containing the sulphamine and propyl 
groups In the ortho-position with reference to each 
other, showing protection of the propyl; oxidation of 
paradipropylbenzine-sulphamidc, showing protection 
of the propyl; on the nature of sinapic add; the in¬ 
fluence of lighten fermentation; chemical examina¬ 
tion of minerals from the neighborhood of Jones's 
Falls. 

— Regarding the early telescopic observations of the 
ring of Saturn, Dr. H. G. van de Sande Bakhuyzen, 
the director of the observatory at Leiden, writes to 
the editor of The observatory : It is clear that Bdl 
is not the discoverer of the division of Saturn’s ring; 
hut that Cassini ought to be accounted the discoverer 
is not quite so certain. In a volume of MS. obser¬ 
vations by Huygens, in the library of the university 
of Leiden, there is a drawing of Saturn, made 1075, 
Dec. 8 (and which has been copied, and published by 
Kaiser in 1855), wherein the division in the ring, and 
the difference of brightness of the two parts, are clearly 
indicated. Above and on the side of the drawing, 
Huygens wrote,among other things, “. . . Saturnua 
cum comite observants tubo 86 pedum Campani; 
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aderat do Caa&inius. * . , [A description of the ball 
and the ring as seen by the observer here follows, 
and succeeding the Avords] quod a Josepho Campano 
jam olim observatum, ut figura ab ipso edita com- 
probat. . . When Huygens made this observation, 
Cassini was with him; but, from the notice in the 
Philosophical transactions, it is probable that Cassini 
saw the division of the ring in August or September, 
1675; so that there is no .sufficient ground to think 
that it was Huygens who showed the division to 
Cassini. But with regard to the allusion of Huygens 
to the observation of the two parts of the ring, made 
by Oampani, and the figure of the same which he had 
published, Dr. Bakhuyzen searched In vain in differ¬ 
ent books for the figure until he found, between a 
number of letters addressed to Huygens from Leopold, 
Prince of Etruria (the same to whom Huygens dedi¬ 
cated his ‘Systema Saturnium*), a sheet of paper 
with two printed drawings of Saturn and Jupiter. 
The details in the belts of the latter planet show that 
Campanils telescope was a very good one. The 
shadow of the ring is to he seen on the disk of 
JSaturn; and the outer part of the ring, for somewhat 
leas than half the total breadth, is dotted, whilst the 
inner part is bright. There is no line between the 
two parts, hut they are distinctly separated from one 
another by the difference In brightness. One can 
also see traces of the inner dark ring. It is highly 
probable that the al>ovo words of Huygens refer to 
this figure of Saturn; and Dr. Bakliuyzen therefore 
concludes that Joseph Cainpani was the first astron¬ 
omer who, by means of a very good telescope mad© 
by himself, saw distinctly the darker and .the brighter, 
part of the ring in JflOd. It is, however, possible that 
Cassini was the first who saw the line of separa¬ 
tion. The drawings of Saturn and Jupiter made 
by Campani are printed in * Stanislal Lubiensecii de 
Lubtenictz Theatmm Cometicum/ Pars prior, page 
574. Lubienietz received the drawings from Athana¬ 
sius Kircher in liome. 

— The proprietors of the Melbourne age have sent 
an exploring expedition to New Guinea. 

— In the Proceedings of the American philosophical 
society (xx. no. 113) Professor Pliny Earle Chase has 
a long paper, thirty-three pages, on * photodynamics,* 
in which, starting with ‘combined cometary harmon¬ 
ics, * he comes out at Mines of force and of motion ;* 
and Professor George F. Barker gives*an account of 
bis very simple form of constant battery. 

— The aeronautical exhibition was held in Paris, at 
the Palais du TrocacMro, from June 5 to 24, —one 
week longer than was the intention. There were 
a number of plans for flying-machines shown, but a 
strange lack of successful results. 
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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE . 

Next week will see the annual meeting of 
the American association for the advancement 
of science. Although the pendulum-dike swing 
of its migration takes it this year to the 
westernmost point of its meetings, — to a 
flourishing city that was founded since the 
association began its good work, — there is a 
promise of a larger and more successful meet¬ 
ing than has been its lot to have for several 
years. Though its roots go down slowly, there 
is good reason to believe that this society is at 
last taking Arm hold in our hard and stubborn 
American society, which long seemed to deny 
it a fair chance of growth. It was, in fact, a 
much more serious task than it at first seemed, 
to create in America an association on the 
basis of that which grew so rapidly and so 
well in the British mother-couutry. The suc¬ 
cess of the British association was due in the 
main to the fact that the distances the mem¬ 
bers had to travel were small, so that a large 
part of the working members could be relied 
on to attend from year to year in a regular 
way; thus giving a continuity to its intellectual 
life that has been denied to our association. 
Then in Britain, and the sister kingdom of 
Ireland, there are a score or more places where 
there exists a strong local life, a pride in the 
reputation of locality, and a mass of inherited 
wealth liberalized by long tradition that could 
easily be brought to the support of such meet¬ 
ings. Still more effective was the support 
which a centralized government could give, 
and the money that came easily at the call of 
the scientific leaders who |nade themselves 
responsible for the work the association under¬ 
took. All these advantages t were denied to 
the American association in its earlier years. 
In the most of its meeting-traces there was 
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little to uphold its work; it toiled as a mis¬ 
sionary enterprise — patiently, but with scanty 
reward. Its recent gain in public esteem has 
been in part the result of its own good and 
devoted work, but in larger measure it is the 
result of the exceedingly rapid change in the 
condition of American city life. The frontier 
spirit in our American towns, the greed for 
immediate ends, is passing away. Few towns 
of twenty thousand people but have their 
leisured class, or are without some well-shaped 
ambition for a good name among men of 
learning. Although the association was, in its 
earlier years, somewhat before its time, our 
life is fast growing up to be a support for such 
work as it seeks to do. Every friend of learn¬ 
ing will welcome the assurance of strong life 
that these changes give to the association, and 
will look forward to its future with confidence 
in its work. 

Experience that we may gain fVom the 
results of the association and of its kindred so¬ 
cieties in the mother-couutry and on the con¬ 
tinent shows us clearly what this work should 
be. First of\ll is the good-fellowship, the 
solidarity that is bred by bringing together in 
one assembly people who have no other chance 
to get the light from each others’ eyes or the 
spirit from their fellow-wwkers’ tongues. 
However we maj' value the material gain of 
fact, there can be ho doubt that this is the 
precious thing which the association can give 
to American science. Our workers are neces¬ 
sarily scattered by the geographical immensities 
of their land; the teaching that the nature 
about their homes gives them is, from the con¬ 
formity of conditions in almost all neighbor¬ 
hoods, limited and incomplete. More than 
any other men of science, they need a season 
of contact with those trained amidst other con¬ 
ditions. Some things grow well in a corner, 
but natural science is not of them. Whoever 
has brought to a meeting of the American 
association memories of similar gatherings in 
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Europe uiust have felt that this social element 
in our society left much to be desired. The 
writer recalls the time when he attended the 
Swiss association at Rheinfelden in one year, 
and the American the next, in a rather gloomy 
manufacturing town. At the Swiss meeting 
all the members dined together in a garden 
on the banks of the Rhine, after the morning 
session had been gone through with all due 
solemnity. There was, be it confessed, much 
wine, but so much wit and wisdom, withal, 
that the very prophets of teetotalism would 
have been moved to sympathy. In the social 
fire that only a table can provoke, in ordinary 
mortals at least, these diverse folk, separated 
by race and tongue, were fused into unity and 
brotherhood. 

Making all due allowance for our inherited 
need of taking diversions a little sadly, it does 
seern that we might heighten the social ele¬ 
ment in our meetings. Even the most august 
British societies descend to tea after the meet¬ 
ings, and find their profit in it from the closer 
and more familiar life that it gives. Although 
we use it little, our American folk have an 
unequalled capacity for after-dinner talking; 
half our folk have the toast-master in them : so 
we need not fear that such gatherings would 
be dull. 

Coming to the apparently more scientific 
aspects of its labors, maintaining the while that 
the science of good-fellowship is the prince of 
all learning, let us consider some other parts 
of the association’s work. The experience of 
the British association seems to show that they 
succeed in avoiding the extreme haphazard 
nature of the discussions which mark our own 
association. This is in part due to the con¬ 
tinuity of attendance of its leading members, 
but it seems as if a part of its gain in this 
direction had been due to the fashion of having 
special committees charged with the study of 
large questions of public interest. Coming to 
the association with their minds full of the 
results of especially designated inquiries, the 
committee-men have been able to-give an ele¬ 
ment of direction to its discussions that have 
often made them admirably deliberative, and 


exceedingly profitable to all who heard them. 
If our association would take care to provide 
committees with important inquiries, and could 
furnish them with the money necessary for the 
securing of information when such aid was 
required, We might have each year a solid body 
of matter which would Insure a profit to all 
who might attend, (living these reports and 
their discussion the precedence in the meet¬ 
ings, the vugariuts, the lost tribes of cirele- 
squarers, law-finders, and others who wander 
in the wilderness, would not be able to render 
the sessions unprofitable to students, as they 
not iinlrequently do, even in these latter days 
of the association. 

There is yet another chance of bettering the 
association-work. One of its highest aims is 
to 'foster the spirit of philosophical inquiry 
among the people with whom its lot is cast 
from year to year. Something, but not much, 
may be accomplished by the mere presence of 
notable men, and their wise words. Yet the 
odor of the sanctuary is but fleeting: it is not 
in the least a monumental thing. The ordinary 
citizens or the school-children mark the fact 
that for a week some hall puts on a beehive 
look ; the papers have reports, mostly incom¬ 
prehensible ; and then the matter is forgotten. 
There seem to be several ways of increasing 
the local effects of these meetings. First, 
there should be a careful preliminary study of 
the scientific problems that the neighborhood 
affords, a sufficient presentation of those that 
are understood, and a suggestion of inquiries 
thereafter to be made. This should be printed, 
and would serve for a local guide for the use 
of the association, and as an incentive to local 
workers. Then, if it seems well, the associa¬ 
tion should offer some small prize to those 
students on the ground who would carry farther 
the inquiries that this report has shown to 
be desirable. If the conditions permit, the 
association would do well to see that some 
local society, such as the field-clubs that were 
recently advocated in these columns, should 
be created, to remain as a successor to its 
objects and a foaterer of its work. In the 
inspiration that these meetings generally 
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arouse, such a society might even secure a 
Small fund for its maintenance. 

Last, and if such a work be possible, best 
of all, the association might, through a proper 
committee, do much to promote science-teach¬ 
ing in the schools of the cities where it each 
year bides. Every meeting of the association 
has among its attendants those who have the 
much-needed skill in the matter of teaching 
science. There is hardly a public school in 
the land where there is not a crying need of 
such help as could best be given at such 
times. There should be a committee, or even 
perhaps a section of the association, devoted 
to the promotion of sound teaching in natural 
science; for the gravest danger before this 
branch of learning is to be found in the radi¬ 
cal imperfection of the methods of science- 
teaching in use in our schools. These sugges¬ 
tions may seem *to lay heavy burdens of 
advice on the association, but none of them 
seem beyond the promise of its strength. 

RECENT EXPLORATIONS IN THE RE¬ 
GION OF THE GULF-STREAM OFF THE 
EASTERN COAST OF THE UNITED 
STATES BY V HE U. S F/SH-COMMIS- 
SlON.i 

4, Nature and origin of the deposits. 

Along part of the Gulf-Stream slope exam¬ 
ined by ns, the bottom, in 05 to 150 fathoms, 
80 to i 10 miles from the shore, is composed 
mainly of very fine siliceous sand, mixed with 
a little clay, and containing always a consid¬ 
erable percentage of the shells of Foraminifera 
and other calcareous organisms, and frequently 
spherical, rod-like, and stellate sand-covered 
rhizopods, sometimes in large quantities. 
Among the Foraminifera, Globigerina is 
abundant; but many other forms oeour, some 
of them of large size and elegant in form. 
Grains of green sand (glauconite) were fre¬ 
quently met with, but were not abundant. 
Large quantities of the tubes of annelids fre¬ 
quently occur. Some of these are made of 
cemented mud, fine sand, or of gravel; others, 
of parchment-like secretions. On the inshore 
plateau, and also in the deeper localities on the 
slope, there is usually moite or less genuine 
mud or day ; but this is generally mixed with 
considerable fine sand, even in 300 to 000 
fathoms. The sand, however, is ofteu so flue 
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as to resemble mud, and is frequently so re¬ 
ported when the preliminary souudings are 
made. In several localities the bottom was so 
1 hard/ in 05 to 125 fathoms, that the bulk of 
the material brought up consisted of sponges, 
worm-tubes, shells, etc., with some gravel, but 
with neither mud nor fine sand. Such bottoms 
were very rich in animal life. In many 
instances, even in our deeper dredgings (about 
700 fathoms), and throughout the belt exam¬ 
ined, we have taken numerous pebbles, and 
small, rounded bowlders of all sizes, up to sev¬ 
eral pounds in weight, consisting of granite, 
sienile, mica schist, etc. These are abundant in 
some localities, and covered with Actiniae, 
etc. Probably, while frozen into the shore-ice 
in winter and spring, they have been recently 
floated out from our shores and rivers, and 
dropped in this region, where the ice melts 
rapidly under the influence of the wanner Gulf- 
Stream water. Probably much of the sand, 
especially the coarser portions, may have been 
transported by the same agency. 

Another way, generally overlooked, in which 
fine beach-sand can be carried long distances 
out to sea, is in consequence of its floating on 
the surface of the water after it has been ex¬ 
posed to the air, and dried on the beaches. The 
rising tide carries off a considerable amount 
of dry sand, floating in this way. In our fine 
towing-nets we often take more or less fine 
siliceous sand which is evidently floating on the 
surface, even at considerable distances from 
the shore. 'j£hc vast sand-beaches, extending 
from Long Island to Florida, afford an inex¬ 
haustible supply of this fine sand. 

The prevalence of fine sand along the Gulf- 
Stream slope in this region, and the remarkable 
scarcity of fine mud or clay deposits, indicate 
tliat there is here, at the bottom, a current 
usually sufficient to prevent, for the most part, 
the deposition of fine argillaceous sediments 
over the upper portion of the slope, in 05 to 
150 fathoms. Such materials are probably 
carried along, for the greater part, till they 
eventually sink to greater depths, nearer the 
base of the slope, or beyond in the ocean-basin 
itself, where the currents are less active. 
Doubtless, there are also belts along which the 
northern current meets and opposes the Gulf 
Stream, causing less motion, and favoring the 
deposition of fine sediments. It is probable 
that motion of the water along the upper part 
of the slope may also be caused by tidal cur¬ 
rents, which would modify the north-eastern 
flow of the Gulf Stream, both in direction and 
velocity. Currents produced by protracted 
storms might have the same effect. In depths 



154 


SCIENCE . 


[You IL, Ko. 27. 


greater than 200 fathoms on the outer slope, 
and In 25 to 60 fathoms on the inshore plateau, 
there is doubtless a slow, cold current to the 
south-west. It is not probable that these 
bottom-currents are strong enough to move 
even the fine sand after it has once actually 
reached the bottom; nor is it strong enough 
to prevent the general deposition of oceanic 
foraminifera, pteropods, etc. 

The existence of actual currents in this 
region, sufficiently powerful to directly effect 
an erosion of the bottom, is hardl} T supposable. 
Such a result may be effected, however, in con¬ 
sequence of the peculiar habits of certain fishes 
and Crustacea that abound on these bottoms. 
Many fishes, like the 4 hake ' (Phycis), of 
which three species are common here, have the 
habit of rooting in the mud for their food, which 
consists largely of Annelida and other mud- 
burrowing creatures. Other fishes, those with 
sharp tails especially, burrow actively into the 
mud or sand, tail first; and in all probability 
Macrurus, abundant on these slopes, has this 
habit. Several burrowing species of true eels 
and eel-like fishes are very abundant on these 
bottoms. Many of the crabs and other Crus¬ 
tacea are active burrowers. Such creatures, 
by continually stirring up the bottom sediments, 
give the currents a chance to carry away the 
finer and lighter materials, leaving the coarser 
behind. 

In many localities there are great quantities 
of dead shells, both broken and entire. A 
small proportion of the unbroken bivalves have 
been drilled by carnivorous gastropods, but 
there are large numbers that show no such 
injury. These have, for the most part, un¬ 
doubtedly served as food for the star-fishes and 
large Actiniae, abundant on these grounds, 
and from which 1 have often taken many kinds 
of entire shells, including delicate pteropods. 
Many fishes, like the cod, haddock, hake, 
flounders, etc., have the habit of swallowing 
shells entire, and, after digesting the contents, 
they disgorge the uninjured shells. Such fishes 
abound here. Species of Octopus are also 
known to feed upon bivalves without breaking 
them, and O. Bairdii is common in these 
depths. The broken shells have probably been 
destroyed, in large part, by the large crabs and 
other crustaceans having claws strong enough 
to crack the shells. The large species of Cancer 
and Geryon, and the larger Paguri, abundant 
in this region, have strength sufficient to break 
most of the bivalve shells. Many fishes that 
feed on mollusca also crtmli the shells before 
swallowing them. Both fishes and crabs have, 
doubtless, thus helped to accumulate the broken 


shells that arc often scattered abundantly over 
the bottom, both in deep and shallow water. 
Such accumulations of shells would soon become 
far more extensive than they are, if they were 
not attacked by boring Bponges and annelids. 
Certain common sponges, belonging to the 
genus Ciiona, very rapidly perforate the hard¬ 
est shells in every direction, making irregular 
galleries, and finally utterly destroying them. 
On the outer grounds we dredge up rarely 
fragments of wood; but these are generally 
perforated by the borings of bivalves (usually 
Xylophnga dorsalis) and other creatures, and 
by them would evidently soon be destroyed. 

We very rarely meet with the bones of 
vertebrates at a distance from the coast. 
Although these waters swarm with vast schools 
of fishes, while sharks, and a large sea-porpoise, 
or dolphin (l)clphinus, sp,), often occur in 
large numbers, we very rarely dredge up any 
of their tones. In a few instances we have 
dredged a single example of a shark's tooth, 
and occasional!}’ the hard otoliths of fishes. 
It is certain that not merely.the flesh, but most 
of the bones also, of nearly all the vertebrates 
that die in this region, are very speedily de¬ 
voured by the various animals that swarm on 
the bottom. Echini are very fond of fish¬ 
bones, which they rapidly consume. Fishes 
caught on the hooks in this region, and left 
down an hour or two, were nearly stripped of 
their flesh by small arnphipod Crustacea. 

llelics of man and his works are of ex¬ 
tremely rare occurrence at a distance fVom 
the coast, or even at a short distance outside 
of harbors, with the exception of the clinkers 
and fragments of coal thrown overboard from 
steamers with the ashes. As our dredgings 
are in the track of European steamers, such 
materials are not rare. A few years ago, 
even these would not have occurred. A rock 
forming on this sea-bottom would, therefore, 
not contain much evidence of the existence of 
man, nor even of the commonest fishes and 
cetaceans inhabiting the waters. 

5. FosalUferona magnesian limestone nodules. 

At several localities in 234 to 640 fathoms, 
we dredged fragments and nodular masses or 
concretions of a peculiar calcareous rock, evi¬ 
dently of deep-sea origin, and doubtless formed 
at or near the places where it was obtained. 
These specimens varied in size fVom a few 
inches in diameter up to one irregular nodular 
or concretionary mass taken in 640 fathoms, 
which was 29 inches long, 14 broad, and 6 
thick, with all parts well rounded. These 
masses differ much in appearance, color, tex* 
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tare, and fineness of grain; hut they are all 
composed of distinct particles of siliceous sand, 
often ver 3 'fina, cemented by more or less abun¬ 
dant lime and magnesia carbonates. Some¬ 
times small quartz pebbles occur in them. The 
fine-grained varieties of the rock are often ex¬ 
ceedingly compact, hard, and tough, usually 
grayish or greenish in color. They are often 
bored by annelids, sponges, etc., and are 
usually weathered brown, due to the juesence 
of iron (probably in part as carbonate, some¬ 
times as pyrite). The sand consists mainl}* of 
rounded grains of quartz, with some felspar, 
mica, garnet, and magnetite. It is like the 
loose sand dredged from the bottom in the 
same region. The calcareous cementing ma¬ 
terial seems to have been derived mainly from 
the shells of Foraminifera, abundantly dis¬ 
seminated through the sand just as we find the 
recent Foraminifera in the same region. In 
some cases, distinct casts of Foramiuifera are 
visible in the rock. In some pieces of the rock* 
distinct fossil shells were found, apparently of 
recent species (Astarte, etc.). The larger 
masses appear to have been originally con¬ 
cretions in a softer deposit, which lias been 
more or less worn away, leaving the hard 
nodules so exposed that the trawl could pick 
them up. The age of these rocks may be as 
great as the pleistocene, or even the pliocene, 
so far as the evidence goes. No rocks of this 
kind are found on the dry land of this coast. 
It is probable, however, that they belong to a 
part of the same formation as the masses of 
fossiliferous sandy limestone and calcareous 
sandstone, often brought up by the Gloucester 
fishermen from deep water on all the fishing- 
banks, from George's to the Grand Bank. 

The chemical composition of these limestone 
nodules is of much interest geologically. 
Analyses made by Prof. O. 1). Allen prove 
that they contain a considerable amount of 
magnesia. They are, therefore, to be regarded 
m magnesian limestones, or dolomites, of 
recent submarine origin. They also contain a 
notable quantity of calcium phosphate. The 
presence of the latter la not surprising when 
we consider the irnmenst number of carnivo¬ 
rous fishes, cephalopoda, etc., which inhabit 
these waters, and feed largely upon the smaller 
fishes, whose comminuted bones must, in part 
at least, be discharged in their excrements. 
In fact, it is probable that the greater part of 
all the mud and sand that cbver these bottoms 
has passed more than once through the intes¬ 
tinal canals of living animals. The Echini, 
holothurians, and many of the star-fishes and 
worms, continually swallow lirge quantities of 


mud and sand for the sake of the minute organ¬ 
isms contained in it, and from which thej r 
derive their sustenance. 

The following partial analyst®* by Prof. O. D. 
Allen gives the percentage of the most impor- * 
tant constituents. The sample analyzed was a 
hard, compact, and very fine-grained magne¬ 
sian limestone. Its color was yellowish green, 
with a darker green surface, weathered rusty 
brown in some places. It contained some 
minute specks of iron pyrite. Its specific 
gravity was 2,78. 

Composition of a deep-water limestone . 

Per wnt. 


Ume.24.U5 

Magnesia ............. 14.41 

Iron (estimated as protoxide).2.00 

Phosphoric acid (not weighed). 

Insoluble residue (sand).10*07 


WA TER-BOTTLESAND THERMOMETERS 
FOR DEEP-SEA RESEARCH AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHI¬ 
BITION. 

It would naturally be exacted that at an 
exhibition of this kind in England, where so 
much has been done in the past for deep-sea 
investigations, there would be found a good 
collection of the apparatus used in deep-sea 
work. Great Britain has, in fact, shown al¬ 
most nothing of the kind; indeed, one may 
say, nothing whatever that especially relates 
to deep-sea investigation. After spending the 
not inconsiderable sum of money required to 
fit out the CJWlenger, the British government 
seems to have lost all interest in deep-sea ex¬ 
ploration ; and other nations are carrying on 
the work with greatly improved apparatus, 
while Great Britain rests content with the lau¬ 
rels already won. 

The United States exhibit is the most com¬ 
plete of all, as regards apparatus of this kind. 
Denmark and Sweden have some apparatus 
for collecting specimens of water and observa¬ 
tions of tcm[H‘rature, which, with the later 
forma used by the ILS. fish-commission and by 
the coast-survey, will form the main subject of 
this article. 

The Swedish apparatus was devised by Prof. 
F. L. Ekman, principally for the use of the 
Swedish expedition of 1877, which carried out 
very thorough and systematic hydrographic 
investigations in the waters extending from 
the North Sea, through the Baltic, to the ex¬ 
treme end of the Gulf of Bothnia. Although 
the apparatus worked with entiro satisfaction, 
it would scarcely be used at the present time, 
for it is uuaqg^sarUy heavy and large. 
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Two forms of apparatus for collecting sam¬ 
ples of water from different, depths are shown, 
both constructed on the same principle. The 
larger, having an ingenious means of closing, 
•is chosen for description here. It. consists 
of a brass cylinder open at both ends, about 
ten inches in length by four and a half in diam¬ 
eter, sliding freely through a space somewhat 
greater than its length, between three vertical 
brass rods or guides, which also constitute the 
frame of the apparatus. When the cylinder 
slides down, it encloses a vertical rod having 
a horizontal plate at the top, which forms a 
tight cover for the cylinder, similar to the end 
of a piston. The bottom of the cylinder falls 
into an annular groove in which a sheet-rubber 
ring is fitted, thus making a tight joint below. 
A rubber ring is also employed to make the 
upper joint tight. In the smaller instrument 
the low r er groove is filled with a mixture of 
suet and wax ; and the cylinder has an annular 
plate on top, the border of which extends in¬ 
wards sufficiently to be bent downward so as 
to fit into a similar groove on the upper surface 
of the horizontal disk forming the top of the 
closed chamber* When the apparatus in sent 
down, the cylinder is suspended at the top. 
W r hen it reaches the desired depth, the cylinder 
is released by a mechanism to be described, 
and falls, enclosing a sample of the water. In 
the smaller apparatus the cylinder is sustained 
during descent by the resistance offered by the 
annular plate above referred to, which is con¬ 
siderably larger than the diameter of the cyl¬ 
inder. On drawing up the apparatus, the plate 
also acts to force the cylinder well down into 
the grooves. In the larger instrument the cyl¬ 
inder is held up by a catch, actuated by a 
system of levers, which are connected with 
a turbine wheel enclosed in a brass case at the 
top. During descent the water passes through 
the case, entering and leaving it freely through 
strainers of brass gauze, and causes the tur¬ 
bine to revolve. The latter turns freely until 
the desired depth is reached* When ascend¬ 
ing, the wheel makes a certain number of revo¬ 
lutions in the opposite direction, and soon acts 
upon the system of levers through a ratchet 
ami ratchet-wheel, thus releasing the cylinder. 
This instrument has been successfully used in 
depths of three hundred metres. It is suffi¬ 
ciently good to enable the quantity of air con¬ 
tained in the water at different depths to be 
determined, 

Arfwidson’s water-bottle, exhibited by Den¬ 
mark, is a simple cylinder of brass, shaped 
somewhat like a bell, closed by bottom and top 
plates with bevelled edges connected by a cen¬ 
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tral stem. The bell falls, and the whole appa¬ 
ratus is drawn up by the central hxl. The 
joints arc made tight by grinding the plates 
and cylinder together. It is very simple, very 
light, and seems to be a good instrument. No 
information concerning its use is available at 
the present moment . 

Another of Professor Kkm&n’s instruments 
is used to collect samples of water, and also to 
enable the temperature to be correctly deter¬ 
mined. Although quite different in construc¬ 
tion from tlie others, it is the same in principle, 
except that it is made to protect the sample 
from any change of temperature while being 
drawn up, so that a thermometer uiay be in¬ 
troduced on deck to get the temperature of 
the stratum of water from which it w r as taken. 
The instrument has been found to give accu¬ 
rate results at depths of two hundred metres. 
It is not stated whether it lias been used at 
greater depths. 

In this instrument the cylinder is fixed be¬ 
tween two galvanized iron rods, which, with 
four horizontal circular bands of the same ma¬ 
terial outside, constitute the frame, resembling 
a sort of cage. The top and bottom of the cyl¬ 
inder are formed by what may be described as 
tw r o piston-heads connected together by a hol¬ 
low rod, which slides up and down on another 
rod running vertically through the middle of 
the apparatus. The piston-heads are made 
of thick gutta-percha secured between brass 
plates. The connecting-rod is also covered 
with gutta-percha, and the cylinder itself is 
lined with it. Rubber is used to make the 
joints perfectly tight. The sample of W'ater is 
thus protected by gutta-|>ercha in every direction 
about two and a half centimetres in thickness. 
The upper piston-head carries a brass plate, 
which offers sufficient resistance to the water, 
while descending, to sustain it at the top of 
the apparatus. On hauling in, the water 
forces the piston down into the cylinder, en¬ 
closing the sample. The apparatus gives re¬ 
markably good results, if we may judge fVorn 
some of the figures given in the case of a 
series of temperatures! taken in the Baltic, 
where the alternations of cold and warm strata 
were quite remarkable. The temperatures 
were recorded to tenths of a degree of Celsius's 
scale, as, indeed, it was necessary that they 
should be, in order to make the results of un* 
questionable value; for the total variation in 
temperature between depths of 50 metres 
(when the tempemture was 1°.8) and the 
bottom, 210 metres, was only 2 .1 C M yet 
there was a rise to S a *9 at 100 metres, and a 
fall to 3°.l at 210 metres. 
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No one would undertake to obtain such 
results with any deep-sea thermometer in use 
at that time. The MilleM 'assella instrument 
would utterly fail to record the temperatures 
at the bottom ; and, even if it did re¬ 
cord there, its readings would not be 
regarded as within half a degree F. 
of the exact temperature. The Sie¬ 
mens electric apparatus, which has 
been used on the Blake with great 
success, cannot be depended upon for 
greater accuracy than a quarter of 
one degree. 

Capt. G. Rung of the Unnish^me¬ 
teorological institute exhibits some 
thermometers enclosed within thick 
layers of cork, only the scales being 
exj>osed to view. In this way it is 
possible to obtain deep-water temper¬ 
atures ; for the instruments can be 
hauled upon deck, and readings made, 
before any heat can pass through the 
cork. This method, however, seems 
rather primitive ; and. even if practica¬ 
ble, it is quite too slow to receive 
much commendation. 

There can be no doubt t hat the best 
deep-sea thermometer is the latest 
Negretti and Zambra form, repre¬ 
sented in fig, 1. It is so well known 
that a full description is not neces¬ 
sary ; but as a reminder it may be 
said, that, when the instrument is 
upright, the mercury extends up into 
the tube to a height corresponding 
to the temperature. If then inverted, 
the mercury breaks at. a particular point in the 
bend A, and runs down to the other end, 
where the temperature is read off. The small 
quantity of mercury in the bore does not ap¬ 
preciably change its length for slight variations 
of temperature. For a long time this has 
been the favorite instrument for tuking deep- 
sea temperatures singly, but until lately no 
means had been devised for taking serial tern- 
)*ratures with it at a single cast. At the 
fisheries exhibition are shown three now 
methods of inverting tile instrument at a 
given depth. The first Wo shall mention is 
exhibited by Capt, G. Rung of Denmark. It 
is scarcely worth while to describe this ap¬ 
paratus in detail; for, although it is undoubt¬ 
edly an excellent device; the two other 
methods to be descril^l $ire much better, 
because they are lighter anA smaller, Capt. 
Rung inverts the thermometet by sending down 
a'messenger along the Uuo.\ By causing the 
inversion of each instrument \ to free a mes¬ 



senger to invert the next instrument below it, 
he obtains serial temperatures in the same 
manner as is done with the new device of Mr, 
W. L. Bailie, to be soon described. 

Capt. Rung also exhibits a water-bottle and 
thermometer combined. A brass cylinder, 
perforated at the bottom with throe small 
orifices, has a piston working air-tight within 
it. Within the piston-rod, which is perforated 
here and there, is a Negretti and Zambra 
thermometer, the bulb being at the outer ex¬ 
tremity of the rod. 

To use the apparatus, the piston is shoved 
in, and the end of the sounding-rope tied to the 
projecting end of the piston-rod. The appa¬ 
ratus is then inverted; and the lower end of 
the cylinder, being now uppermost, is secured 
to a catch a short distance up on the line. 
In this position it is lowered to the required 
depth, when a messenger is sent down which 
releases the cylinder. It falls, turns over, 
and the weight is then transferred to the 
piston-rod. The thermometer, being now bulb 
up. registers the temperature ; while tho weight 
of the cylinder causes it to pull the piston-rod 
out to the fullest extent, and, as the piston 
rises, it draws the water into the cylinder 
through the small holes in the bottom. 

In figs. 2 and 3 wo have illustrations of the 
ingenious apparatus devised by Commander 
Magnaghi of the Royal Italian navy, and 
exhibited by Messrs. Negretti and Zambra. 
It will be seen that the propeller-wheel C 
screws up qr down as it revolves. During 
descent the propeller does not move, as the pin 
F is against the stop G. On reversing the 
motion, the propeller screws upward until the 
screw E releases the case, which then turns 
over, as in fig. 3, and is held in position by 
the spring K. 

A still later form of this instrument has just 
been made, in which the thermometer-case is 
susi>ended ori trunions at the lower end, in¬ 
stead of near the middle. 

Another method for accomplishing the same 
result has been devised by Mr. W. L. Bailie, 
U S.N. In his arrangement the case of the 
thermometer is attached to the sounding-wire 
by ft cam-catch at the bottom, and by two 
lateral spring Jaws at tho top, which encircle 
the wire. 

A brass messenger is sent down the wire 
when the desired depth is reached, which 
opens the jaws, thus releasing the top of the 
case, The latter then falls over, turning on a 
swivel at the bottom. A hook at the bottom 
carries a second messenger, which is released 
as the case turns over, and falls down to invert 
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the next instrument; and so on through the 
aeries. Instead of sending down a messenger 
on the wire, a propeller-wheel has also been 
arranged to open the jaws, so that cither 
method may ho employed. 

The question arises, whether, with these ex¬ 
cellent methods of using the instrument, the 
Negretti and Zambra thermometer cannot be 
made to record accurately to tenths of a 
degree. It would seem, that, by giving it a 
short range and a comparatively long tube, 



Fie. 2. Fio. 3. 


this might be done. If not, the most delicate 
observations for sub-surface temperatures will 
probably have to her made with some form of 
apparatus, which, like that used by Professor 
Kkman, brings the water to the surface in a 
case covered with a material through which 
heat cannot readily pass, or else by sending 
down a thermometer enclosed, like Capt, 
Bung’s, in a thick case of non-conducting 
material. B, Hitchcock. 

Condon, Juno 1,1883. 


REAL ROOTS OF CUBICS. 


THKOREM I. 

[In the equation as* 4 - Ax a -f~ B = 0 , when 
the roots are real, A and B have opjiosit© 
signs ; and simultaneously changing the signs 
of A and B changes signs of roots of equation.] 

Assume x s=s a, % » h, % = —~ 5 . 

' ^+b^+ a ~~ b {a^)^0 ; (1) 

and, changing signs of roots, 

**+-! :(« 1 +aH»y-|i(“ v )= 0 - ( 2 ) 

a-fo a+o 

Since the factors (a 7 -f ab 4 &*) and («V) are 
positive when the roots are real, whatever the 

sign of A and B will have opi>osite signs, 

and, from ( 1 ) and ( 2 ), simultaneously chan¬ 
ging signs of A and B changes signs of roots 
of equation. 

THKOKKM II. 

rA* B , , -i 

I 27 is greater than -- in quantity.J 

/a?+ab+b 9 \ 3 aW ^ 

Assume ( a(a+6) ) > 4 ^ (3) 

or 

but (~f~) - at> (Algebra): 

hence inequality (3) is true. 

From (1), omitting the term 

[* 

— ® —- 

( B , J*\* \ f B A* V / 


Jf 


and, from ( 2 ), 


B.A* 

'4 + 27 


IJLA* 

N 4 + 27 

□m? 

\ 4 + 27 

'ir 
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In 14) tbc coefficient of may have any 

magnitude, and in (5) the coefficient of ^~~l 
is the reciprocal of that magnitude. And since 
from any cubic (Theorem I.) (4) or (5) may 
be obtained, it follows, that, when the real part 
is unity, the coefficient of \J-~ 1 may be made 
less than unity, and real (Theorem II.), 

Put n =» coefficient of \J — 1, we have, by 
expansion, 

(1+ n ) 1 4. (!_„)« = 


2 - 4 (s !«)*- .‘.v. i.')' - • 


The series, already converging, is made doubly 
converging by the high powers of «, since n 
has been made a fraction. Putting n, for 
example, no smaller than 1 * 0 , the correction 
for the sum of the series at the eighth term 

would be less than , <40 o,„o(,,( M io,oO(M.UO.(KK l - 


And, as tile precision of the value of x is de¬ 
termined proportionally to the accuracy with 
which the series is summed, it follows that a 


good approximation to x may be obtained by 
using a very few first terms of the series. 

A, M. 8 a win. 


THE HABITS OF MURAENOPSIS TRl- 
DACTYLUS IN CAPTIVITY; WITH OB¬ 
SERVATIONS ON ITS ANATOMY, 

The Louisianian district of the Austrori- 
parian region is a particularly rich field for 
the herpetologist. Thirty-six species of rep¬ 
tiles are known to be confined to its limits 


sub-tropical land came and passed by, before 
my collection could boast of a single specimen 
representing the Amphiumida: indeed, it was 
not until April had almost made its appear- 
auce that a superannuated old negro presented 
himself one morning with a live but rather 
small specimen of the three-toed siren, the 
subject of this essay. 

He called it a 4 Congo eel/ —a name which 
is indifferently applied by every one here, 
intelligent as well as ignorant, to both this 
reptile and Amphiuma means. Long before 
this, reports had come to me from far and near 
of the dreaded 4 Congo / or 4 laraprej* ’ as it is 
often called. It was universally said that its 
bite was invariably fatal. To such an extent 
was this believed, that, I am told, a physi¬ 
cian of the city, of undoubted reputation in 
his profession, and a capital chemist, but pos¬ 
sessing nothing more than a general knowledge 
of natural science, was actually making experi¬ 
ments with the view of examining the venom 
of this innocent amphibian, When my aims 
became pretty thoroughly known throughout 
my section of the country, I applied a very 
different kind of analysis to this problem: a 
good round sum of money was offered to any 
one who would bring me the full record of a 
well authenticated case of death from the bite 
of the Congo snake, or eel. It is almost need¬ 
less to add, that l never had to pay the re¬ 
ward. One person, more mercenary than well 
informed in such matters, did bring forward a 
case of an hysterical old colored woman who 
had been bifyen several years ago by a Congo 
eel, and died six months after the infliction of 
the wound, in spasms ! 

The small one, which now came into tny 


alone, not to mention a 
long list of others that 
range generally over the 
southern states; and to 
these we must add those 
species which arc men¬ 
tioned by the old French 
authors, but have not 
yet been taken by 
American naturalists, a 
knowledge of which fact 
always enhances the in¬ 
terest of a country in 



the eyes of the explorer, Pju. 1.— Ufu-*i?io head »f Murnenop#!* trldftcfcylu*; adult. Drawn from the living specimen 
who pushes his way l>y the author. 


through its tangled jun¬ 
gles, or visits its unfrequented spots and its 
sultry forests, for the first fcirke. 

After my arrival in New Orleans, the months 
that are included in the pseuflo-winter of this 


possession, was plaoed in water, in a large 
comfortable vessel, for observations upon his 
habits, before he was finally consigned to his 
tank of alcohol* In handling him, he rarely 
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offered to bite, unless the examination was pro¬ 
longed or roughly conducted; then he would 
curl up, slowly open his mouth, and make an 
awkward longc at the fingers or hand that 
held him. Sometimes he would only open his 
mouth, and hiss in a subdued manner. On 
one occasion, however, this reptile succeeded in 
getting out of liis tub during the night. When 
I found him, in the morning, in a distant part 
of the room, he snapped at me quite savage¬ 
ly several times before he was retaken. It 
was* amusing to see the way in which In* suc¬ 
ceeded in leaping out of his place of confine¬ 
ment,— a large tin bath-tub, with the water 
seven or eight inches below the brim. He 
swam round and round with increasing rapid¬ 
ity till the necessary impetus was acquired, 
when he would prettily make a sort of spring 
over Hie side of his tub on the floor, where lie 
would squirm round like an cel until he was 
replaced. In such situations lie uses his legs 
to the full extent to which they seem capable 
of being put; in the water, too, these members 
are constantly brought into use, — the fore-pair 
when he desires to move very slowly forward, 
in which case he may or may not, generally 
not, use the hind*pair in aiding the action. 
The fore-pair are also used alternately to push 
himself one way or another, when he wishes 
to change his course. A common use for the 
hind-pair, is to throw them forward, and brace 
them against the ground he may be passing 
over, in order to check his onward movement 
either partially or entirely. In swimming 
about he has all the appearance of the com¬ 
mon eel; and during these times he draws 
both pairs of limbs close beside his body, when 
his action is graceful and interesting to behold. 

When these sirens are at rest, they either 
stretch out in gentle curves, sluggishly along the 
bottom, or, what is not very uncommon for 
them to do, curl up tightly, in a spiral manner, 
the latter two thirds of their length, while the 
head and remaining third is protruded for¬ 
ward in a direct line. In this curious position 
they float uenr the surface, the head being 
lowermost. If two occupy the same vessel, 
they often curl about each other in a rather 
affectionate manner; but I have never wit¬ 
nessed them quarrel or fight. One time I 
threw a dead king-snake into the tub of my 
first small specimen, the snake being at least 
three times as long as the siren. Imagine my 
surprise to see him fly at the intruder, seize 
him just below the head, straighten out as stiff 
as he could, then vapidly whirl round, as a 
drill does, causing the dead snake to be spirally 
coiled about his body. A moment of quietude 


followed this strange manoeuvre, during which 
time one could see a crunching movement on 
the part of the jaws of the siren going on; 
but, finding his enemy showed* no resistance, 
he slowly let go his hold, and, freeing himself 
from the dead snake's coils, swam about the 
tub without paying him any further attention. 
In a few moments, however, I repeated the 
experiment, when he made the same attack 
with just as much vigor as before ; but all sub¬ 
sequent trials failed, and I could never induce 
him to take further heed of such a harmless 
enemy. 

This siren will eat crayfish in confinement; 
but 1 could never induce one to take any thing 
else, although raw meat is the com mom bait 
used by the negroes in catching them for me. 
Sometimes before a meal, or may be after, your 
captive will swim gracefully about his limited 
quarters, and occasionally rise to the surface, 
stick his nose out of the water, and give 
vent to a loud blowing sound, that may be 
heard anywhere in a large room, even if con¬ 
versation be going on. As remarked above, 
my collectors usually took such specimens as 
were brought me, with the ordinary hook and 
line, baited with fresh meat; but very often 
they are captured in hand dip-nets, or even 
thrown out of a shallow drain or bayou with a 
stick. They are most numerous after* heavy 
rains, when their usual places of resort are 
flooded over. When taken by others than 
those who are collecting for me, they are in¬ 
variably despatched on the spot, and dread¬ 
fully and wantonly mutilated, so deep-seated 
is the detestation and dread of this harmless 
creature in the minds of all the people here¬ 
about. 

In a large, shallow tank of water, I have be¬ 
fore me now two fine living specimens of tins 
siren, which have been under my observation 
for nearly a fortnight. The larger of these- 
two has a total length of eighty centimetres, 
with a mid-girth of fourteen centimetres. I 
have kept specimens alive that measured a 
hundred or more centimetres, but they have 
since been consigned to alcohol. The* speci¬ 
men now before me, just measured, is of a dark 
olivaceous brown ttljove, and entirely so on all 
the parts bej'ond the hind-pair of limbs. A 
patch of this color is also found upou the 
throat. The color of the under pnxts is a dull, 
whitish leaden hue, being mottled with an in¬ 
termediate shade as it joins the darker and 
more sombre eoler of the dorsal aspect of the 
body. This mottling grows denser as it ap¬ 
proaches the hinder limbs, where finally it 
merges into the general tint of the upper ear- 
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face, which is carried over the tail* A faint 
lateral crease is found along the mid-third of 
the body, with feeble corrugations crossing it 
vertically, that are quite evident as the crea¬ 
ture writhes about, and the eel-like slime that 
naturally covers hia entire body partially dries. 
The limbs are pretty well developed : each is 
three-fingered, or, better, each possesses three 
digits. The hinder limbs are larger than the 
fore ones, and stronger in every way. The 
body tapers to a tail beyond the genital fissure, 
but no well-marked constriction indicates to us 
its exact commencement, or attachment to the 
body. Tt is rounded beneath, and finished off 
along the median dorsal line with a thick¬ 
ened, feebly pronounced crest. Sections made 
through the body itself, between the fore and 
hind limbs, arc elliptical, with the major axes 
in the horizontal plane. I have taken other 
measurements from this specimen, which I 
present in the form of a table. 


TotoU length.SO.0 cent 

Mitl-glrth ..14.0 *' 

Length of fore limb.1.7 “ 

" '* hind-limb.2*. r > 

*• “ head. fl.fi M 

Distance between the cye».2,0 " 

” ** ** noftCrit*.0 ** 

“ *' mid-point* bet*n oye* and noMril*, 2.2 " 

Gill cleft from eye.4.2 “ 

Forn apart.3.J ** 

Hind leg* “ .. . * . 2.2 '• 

Lenjfih of tfuniUl fbuniro.1.2 “ 

Commi**uro of jaw from tfitbeleft.3,0 “ 

From a point midway between hliuUlmlm to tip of tail, 20.0 “ 


The nasal apertures are very small, ami the 
eyes are black, round, a little more than a 
millimetre in diameter, and devoid of lids. 

1 may remark here, that, while engaged in 
taking these measurements, this specimen suc¬ 
ceeded in seizing my thumb in bis mouth, and 
immediately commenced his peculiar gyrations, 
turning himself in the long axis of his body; 
but I was too strong for him, and soon disen¬ 
gaged myself* The bite caused no more in¬ 
convenience than those I have received from 
alligators a month old. 

The upper lips of the three-fingered siren are 
thin^edged and pendulous, extending from 
the commissure of the jaw to a point nearly 
opposite the nostril on either side* wliere they 
merge into the rounded snout. The lower lips 
do not meet in front by a centimetre. They are 
likewise thick and sharp-edged, overhanging 
the common integument of thfl lower jaw, and 
originating posteriorly within the commissure 
and beneath the upper lips. Minute glandular 
openings are seen on the head above, and in 
the maxillary space beneath, symmetrically 
arranged In rows, as on other parts of the 


body. We find the gill-clefts with two 
obliquely placed lips, with which they can be 
closed, the anterior one being the larger. The 
internal openings to the gill-clefts are far back 
in the pharynx, nearly opposite the rudimen¬ 
tary and partially cartilaginous larynx, which 
latter communicates directly with the superior 
extremities of the membranous pulmonary air- 
passages. A pair of normal lungs are among 
the most exquisite of structures in any verte¬ 
brate. Here they arc particularly beautiful, 
being very long, cylindrical in form, extending 
far (town into the abdomen, to terminate in 
pointed extremities. The right is thirteen cen¬ 
timetres longer than tho left, and is carried 
nearly down to a point opposite the cloaca. 
From one end to the other, tho alimentary tract 
is nearly or quite a straight tube. The oesoph¬ 
ageal portion is rather small and tubular, with 
a few circular constrictions in its lower third. 
This division soon dilates into a spindle-shaped 
stomach of some size, which, in the specimen 
before me, is fourteen centimetres below the 
pharyngeal aperture. Below this last dilation 
tin? intestinal tract is carried straight to the 
cloaca, or rectal enlargement, into which the 
urinary and genital organs open. A very 
peculiar feature is noticeable in the circular 
constrictions that occur in the intestine at ir¬ 
regular intervals along its length* Very dark 
in color, the many-lobed liver is about twenty- 
six centimetyes long, and covers at its lower 
tenth, or thicker extremity, an ellipsoidal gall¬ 
bladder of small size. Many features of 
interest and importance present themselves in 
the circulatory and renal systems ; but our space 
will not permit us to enter upon them here, as 
we have something to say about the osteology 
of Muraenopsis. Among other organs, a well- 
developed pancreas is to be observed ; and tho 
Wolffian bodies are present, and their dilated 
upper extremities are about opposite the lower 
end of the liver. 

The tongue in this siren is in an extremely 
rudimentary stage of development. I will close 
tiiis brief sketch of the anatomy of the soft 
parts — yet it can hardly be termed a sketch, 
for many structures have not even been alluded 
to — by calling the reader’s attention to the 
remarkable length of time that nervous excita¬ 
bility, if I may apply such a term to tho phe¬ 
nomenon, was kept up. My specimen was 
killed with chloroform. That of itself took a 
long time, forty minutes or move ; but what 
is this, compared with the fact that its 
heart continued to pulsate in good rhythmical 
time dating, three hours and a half of my 
operations, and after the most extensive dig- 
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Tiq. 2. — Dornal, ventral, lateral, and posterior view# of tba 
skull of Muraenopsls tridactylus (life-size), respectively rep¬ 
resented In A, B, C, and D, where like lettering ban the same 
Indication in each view. Pmx, premaxillary; Vo. vomer; m#* 
maxillary; «•splen-etbmold; pa. #, parasphenoid; pt. ptery¬ 
goid; so, squamosal; ca, columella auris; s.o, exooofpltal; 
o. c, occipital cordyle; ptt, foramen for exit of pneumogaatrio 
and glosso pharyngeal nerves; <na, external nasal Aperture; 
N<i, nasal; F t frontal; p, parietal; on, foramen for the pas- 
sace of of the orbito-nasal nerve, the first division of the fifth 
pair, to the rhinal cavity; os, orbltO'Spbenotdal region; pr. «, 
pro-otic; d t dental element of mantflbto; on, sngulae; fm, 
foramen magnum; pi, roof of the month. 


sections had been made? And four hours and 
a half after, when all the organs had been re¬ 
moved, and inroads made upon the trunk, this 
creature would still writhe vigorously by simply 
pinching his tail, or close his jaws like a vice 
in a way that would put the hardiest of eels to 
shame, and crush any claim the latter might 
have in standing at the head of the list of those 
animals most tenacious of life. We find the 
cranium of Muraenopsis very thoroughly ossi¬ 
fied, and many of the sutures observable only 
after close inspection. The teeth are of the 
pleurodont type, and may be seen in all stages 
of development in the deep grooves that exist 
in the mandible, the maxilla, the, prenmxilla 
(which usually supports twelve), and the entire 
inner margins of the descending plates of the 
vomers, which meet each other anteriorly (fig. 
2, A). A long, slender, sphen-ethmoid is in¬ 
serted between these last bones, quite distinctly 
seen on the inferior aspect. 

The pre max ilia throws backward a nasal 
process that overlaps the frontals above, and 
passes between the nasals. These latter seg¬ 
ments are very much honeycombed and grooved, 
— a characteristic which is adopted by the an¬ 
terior extremities of the frontals and the upper 
parts of the maxilla on either side. The co¬ 
ronal suture is seen beyond, a demi-lozenge 
shaped and elevated plate, developed by the 
united frontals, directed backward (fig. 2, B). 
Each outer margin of the parietal region 
is raised into a curling crest, as if pushed 
up by the unusually large squainosals, which 
lend to the lateral aspect of the skull of this 
creature such a massive appearance. As in 
other Urodela, a large columella auris is seen 
on either side, external to the extensive pro¬ 
cesses that project backward, to bear the 
occipital condyles (fig. 2, I)). A pro-otic is 
well developed ; but it is difficult to determine 
in the adult cranium whether a separate epi* 
otic and opisthotic exist or not, though I am 
strongly inclined to think they do not. The 
pterygoids are completely ossiffed, and quite 
extensive, horizontally flattened, and curved 
plates of bone, their anterior extremities being 
prolonged with a fibrous tissue to form the floors 
of the orbits. The lower maxilla is very deep 
and solid; and, although the meeting of the 
dentary elements anteriorly is quite extensive, 
the symphysis is not firm. Nearly the entire 
basicranial region is occupied by the wide- 
spreading and anteriorly produced paraapbe- 
noid (fig. 2, A), which, with its serrated margin, 
articulates with the, parallel vomerine plates 
beyond. 

We have presented os for examination in 
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the hyoidean apparatus (fig, 3) two renlform 
bypo-hyals in cartilage, surmounted by a triple 
piece of the same material that occupies the 
usual site of the glosso-hyal, In the median 
line we have a thoroughly ossified basi-hyal; 
while curved bony cerato-hyals, with expanded 
cartilaginous anterior ends, are suspended from 
the hypo-hyals. Four branchial arches are 
represented ; the first pair being long, curved 
bones, arid the remaining ones cartilage. The 
gill-clefts open to the rear of the last pair on 
either side. 

The spinal column of an adult Muraenopsis 
contains one hundred and ten well-ossified 
vertebrae. The second and t hird of these have 
suspended front their transverse processes free 
ribs, of which the anterior pair is the larger. 
A strongly marked intereondyloid process is 
formed between the two concave facets on the 
anterior aspect of the atlas. As a, rule, all 
these vertebrae, except the first and the ex¬ 
tremely rudimentary caudal ones, are of the 
ainphicoelous type, with lofty neural spines,— 
far-spreading tmnsvorsed processes that become 
horizontally broadentAl in mid-spinal region,— 
and with well-marked zygapophysial processes 
to link the series together. None of these 
vertebrae are modified to form a sacrum in con¬ 



nection with the pelvis in the preeaudal region ; 
beyond which, each segment throws down 
parial bypapophysial processes, which are not 
lost, as we proceed backwards, until we arrive 
at the ultimate nodules that complete the tip 
of the tail. 

In my specimen the thirty-third and thirty- 
fourth vertebrae have coalesced in the most 


remarkable manner, forming one bone, with 
nearly all the parts double. The appendicular 
skeleton is represented by extremely rudimen¬ 
tary shoulder and pelvic girdles, supporting 
equally feebly developed limbs, with their seg¬ 
ments arranged as scon in fig. 4. We* find 


A 


Kio. 4. — A, rlglil forf'-Umb and rudimentary shoulder-girdle; 
H, right hln<Tlimb and rudimentary pelTia, both aiigbtly on- 
larged, of M. trldaetylu*. From dfaaeeUon** by the author. 

the carpus has three cartilaginous elements in 
its structure,—two in the proximal row. and 
only one in the distal. This number is in¬ 
creased by an additional segment in the tarsus, 
which has two elements in each row, articulat¬ 
ing with the digits, as shown in the figure. 

Osseous tissue of an elementary character 
may be deposited in the humerus, the femur, 
and certain points in the pelvis, more particu¬ 
larly the projecting rod that appears to repre¬ 
sent the pubic bone ; otherwise all this part of 
the skeleton in our siren remains in cartilage 
throughout life. R. W. Siuikkujt. 


THE GREAT TERMINAL MORAINE 
ACROSS PENNSYLVANIA.' 

Aftkk describing the investigations which else¬ 
where had demonstrated the existence of a true ter¬ 
minal moraine to the glacier covering north-eastern 
America, the author stated, that having obtained the 
aid of the geological survey of Pennsylvania, and, 
during a portion of his work, the assistance of Prof. 

G. F. Wright, he had been able to follow and define 
the southern limit of glaciation for the first time in 
a continuous line four hundred miles In length, and 
to find that tt was everywhere marked by a remark¬ 
able accumulation of glaciated material, which, wind¬ 
ing across mountains and valleys, from tho lowlands 
of the Delaware to the great Alleghany plateau, was 
continuous from end to end, and formed a true ter¬ 
minal moraine. 

There is a marked distinction between the glaci¬ 
ated portion of Pennsylvania and that region south 
of glacial action. Although the general topography 
of the two regions is alike, the varied superficial 
features due to glacial agencies, the far travelled 
and scratched bowlders, the smoothed and striated 

1 Abstract of a paper bo fore the American aanoclation for 
the advancement of science, id Montreal, August, 1882. By Ibxrf. 

H. CAavmtXawis. 
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rook-exposures, the unstratified deposit of till, the 
many kames, and especially the numerous glacier- 
scratched fragments ami pebbles, — all these deposits 
are in strong contrast with those south of the moraine, 
where all the gravels are stratified and the pebbles 
water-worn, where the rocks are never polished or 
striated, but, on the other hand, often decomposed 
to a great depth, and where, except near the seacoast, 
wide stretches of the more elevated regions are per¬ 
fectly free from all drift. 

The method employed in discovering the line of 
the moraine was to zigzag along its course from the 
glaciated into the non-glaciated region, and vice versa, 
going each time far enough on the one side to be fully 
satisfied of the absence of glaciation, and, on the 
other, to find undoubted traces of Its action. 

Nowhere south of the line of the terminal moraine 
had he found any traces of glacial action, all state - 
ments by other geologists to the contrary notwithstand¬ 
ing . When typically developed, the terminal moraine 
is characterized by peculiar contours of its own. A. 
series of hummocks, or low conical hills, alternate 
with short straight ridges, and enclose shallow basln- 
shaped depressions, which, like inverted hummocks 
In shape, are known as kettte-holes. Large bowlders 
are scattered over the surface; and the unstratified 
till which composes the deposit is filled with glacler- 
Bcratched bowlders and fragments of all sizes and 
shapes. The average width of the moraine is about 
one mile. 

At many places, however, the limit of glaciation Is 
marked merely by an unusual collection of large 
transported bowlders. This is especially the case In 
front of a high mountain range which has 4 combed 
out * the drift from the ice. 

The general course of the moraine across Pennsyl¬ 
vania was defined as follows: appearing first in 
Northampton county, a mile below Belvldere, at lati¬ 
tude 40° 41/, It winds in a great curve, first westward 
and then northward, reaching the base of the Kitta- 
tinny Mountain, three miles east of the Wind-Gap. 

Ascending to the top of the Kittatinny Mountain, 
sixteen hundred feet high, the moraine crosses the 
great valley between the Kittatinny and the Pocono, 
and then swings sharply back and around Pocono 
Knob, immediately afterwards to ascend the steep 
face of the mountain to the wide plateau on top, 
twenty-one hundred feet above the sea, Crossing 
this in a fine curve, and heaped up in an immense 
accumulation, it goes first north and afterwards west, 
reaching the gorge of the Lehigh River, some ten 
miles north of Mauch Chunk. It crosses the gorge 
at Hickory Run, and, without swerving from its 
general north-western course, ascends mountain 
range after mountain range, descends to the valley 
of the east branch of the Susquehanna, and crosses 
the river at Beach Haven. 

Then, following the base of Huntington or Knob 
Mountain, it finally ascends It, and crossing its sum¬ 
mit, at a height of fifteen hundred.feet above the 
Susquehanna just below, descends the north slope of 
the mountain to the broad, undulating valley to the 
north. Taking a northerly course, it follows up on 


the east bank of Fishing Creek to the North or 
Alleghany Mountain, enters Lycoming county,'passes 
westward along the base of the mountain, crossing 
in its course the Muncy and Loyalsock creeks, and 
then, near the village of Loyalsock, turns at right 
angles, and ascends the mountain. 

Having readied the summit of the Alleghenies, 
over two thousand feet above the sea, it passes west 
through a wild, wooded region nearly as far as [Pine 
Creek, where it begins a nearly straight north¬ 
westward course through the south-west corner of 
Tioga county, and the north-west part of Potter. 
In the high ground of Potter county, the moraine 
crosses a great continental watershed, from* which 
the waters flow into the Gulf of Mexico, Lake 
Ontario, and Chesapeake Bay. The moraine inhere 
finely shown at an elevation of twenty-five hundred 
and eighty feet, being higher thau elsewhere ln*the 
United States. 

It now enters the state of New York in the south¬ 
west corner of Allegany county. Passing still north¬ 
west, and entering Cattaraugus county, it twice 
crosses the winding course of the Allegheny Kivcr, 
east and west of Oleau; then trending to a point five 
miles north of Salamanca, in latitude 42° if/, it forms 
a remarkable apex, whence to the Ohio line its course 
is south-west. Turning at right angles to its former 
course, the moraine passes south-west through the 
south-east corner of Chautauqua county, and, keep¬ 
ing approximately parallel to the course of the Alle¬ 
gheny River, re-enters Pennsylvania in Pino Grove 
township, Warren county. It crosses the Conowango 
River seven miles north of Warren; then trending 
west, still at a general elevation of nearly two thou¬ 
sand feet above the sea, it crosses one gorge after 
another, and forms a line separating not only the 
glaciated from the non-glaciated region, but also the 
cultivated from the uncultivated and densely wooded 
region. It crosses the south-east corner of Crawford 
county, skirts the north-west and west boundary jot 
Venango county, crosses Beaver River eight miles 
south of New Castle, and, traversing the extreme 
north-west corner of Beaver county, crosses the Ohio 
state line in the middle of Darlington township, 
thirteen miles north of the Ohio River. 

The moraine thus leaves Pennsylvania at precisely 
the latitude at which it entered the state; and, if a 
straight line were drawn across the state between 
these two points, the line of the moraine would form 
with It a nearly right-angled triangle whose apex 
was a hundred miles distant perpendicularly from 
its base. The total length of the moraine, as here 
shown, is about four hundred miles. The moraine 
crosses the Delaware at an elevation of two hundred 
and fifty feet, the Allegheny at an elevation of four¬ 
teen hundred and twenty-five feet, and the Beaver at 
an elevation of eight hundred feet, above the sea, 
or two hundred arid twenty-five feet above Lake 
Brie, Upon the high lands it rises higher by a 
thousand feet or more. 

Coming to the details of the moraine, many of 
which are of great interest, reference was made to 
its fine development In Northampton county, west of 
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Bangor, where it forms a series of hummocky hills, 
which, a hundred to two hundred feet in height, 
and covered with transported and striated bowlders, 
rise abruptly out of a clayey plain to the west* 
Glacial striae upon exposed surfaces near Bangor 
point south-west, or towards the moraine. After fol¬ 
lowing the moraine to the base of the Kittatlnny 
Mountain, it became of great interest to know 
whether a great lobe of ice descended from New' 
Jersey along the lower side of the mountain, or 
whether a tongue projected through the Delaware 
Water-Gap, or whether the glacier, even so close to 
its southern limit, came bodily over the top of the 
mountain, unchecked by It, and unchanged in its 
course. The last, the most improbable of these 
hypotheses, and certainly the least expected by the 
author, proved to be undoubtedly the true one. 7'he 
author had been able to show that the moraine 
crossed the mountain near Offset Knob; that large 
bowlders, derived from lower elevations several miles 
northward, lie perched all along the summit, fourteen 
hundred foot above the sea; and that, as shown by 
the numerous striae on the northern slope of the 
mountain, running up hill, the glacier moved diago¬ 
nally up and across the mountain, uninfluenced in 
any wav by the presence of the Water-Gap, and finally 
came to an end in the valley south of the moun¬ 
tain, as marked out by the terminal moraine. Huge 
bowlders of fossil If erous limestone, sometimes thirty 
foot long, were torn by the ice from their parent 
strata in Monroe county, on the north side of the 
mountain, lifted np a thousand feet, carried aerpss 
the mountain, and dropped finally in the slate valley 
of Northampton county. The author had found one 
of these limestone bowlders upon the very summit of 
the mountain, where the jagged sandstone rocks hod 
combed it out of the ice during its passage across. 
The journeys of these bowlders were short; but that 
of a well-rounded bowlder of Adirondack syenite, 
which the author had found in the same county, was 
about two hundred miles. 

Another interesting point Is in Monroe county, 
upon the summit of Pocono Mountain, over two 
thousand feet above the sea, where a great ridge 
of moraine hills twelve miles Jong, one mile wide, 
and a hundred or more feet high, composed of 
unstratilied till, and bearing* numerous bowlders 
of Adirondack gneisses and granites, rises out of 
the level, sandy plain of the Pocono plateau, and 
swoops hronnd from Pocono Knob into Carbon 
county. Known locally as * Long Itidge,’ its origin 
had never before been suspected. It encloses re¬ 
markable little 4 moraine lakes* without inlet or 
outlet, and is heaped up into just such conical 
hills as may be seen in the moraine in southern 
Massachusetts. Nothing can more clearly show the 
continuity and uniformity of action of the great 
glacier than the identity of Us moraine accumulations 
at such remote points. 

In fact, the course of the moraine, as it winds from 
the top of the Kittatinny Mountain down to Cherry 
valley, and then up again on to the Pocono, is a 
complete vindication of the glacial hypothesis. It is 


in no sense a water-level, nor could it have been 
formed by floating ice, No other cause than that of 
a great glacier could form a continuous accumulation 
of glaciated material which contains no evidences 
of water-action, and which follows such a course. 
Neither on the mountains nor in the valley does the 
moraine rest against any defined barrier, as would 
be the case were it a shore-line. 

The katnes of Cherry valley, fine examples of 
which appear south of Stroudsburg, are interesting 
relics of sub-glacial water-action. They are com¬ 
posed of stratified water-worn gravel, having often 
an anticlinal structure, and as a series of conical 
hills and reticulated ridges, enclosing ‘ kettle-holes,* 
form conspicuous objects in the centre of the valley. 
They appear to have been formed by sub-glacial 
rivers, which, flowing from the moraine backward#, 
under or .%t the edge of the ice, emptied into the 
Delaware valley. They thus probably differ in origin 
from the longer ktunes in New Kngiand, and other 
regions more remote from thp edge of the glacier. 

The glacier had produced very slight effect upon 
the topography of Pennsylvania. It neither levelled 
down mountains nor scooped out cafions. The 
glacier passed bodily across the sharp edge of the 
Kittatinny Mountain without having any appreciable 
effect upon it, the glaciated part of the ridge being as 
high and as sharp as that part south of the moraine. 

In describing the course of the moraine across 
Luzerne county, the author showed that it crossed 
several mountain chains in succession, by each of 
which it was locally deflected northward. At the 
point where the terminal moraine crosses Buck 
Mountain, in a line diagonally across the mountain, 
the moraine was so sharply defined that he was 
able to stand with one foot upon the glaciated and 
the other upon the non-glaciated region. It was 
interesting to find, that In front of a mountain chain, 
such as Huntington Mountain or the Alleghany 
Mountain, the moraine was poorly developed, as 
though the mountain had ‘combed out' the drift 
from the ice. 

He described an instructive portion of the moraine, 
where, three and one-half miles north-west of Ber¬ 
wick, it seems to abut against a high slate hill, which 
furnishes, therefore, a section of the end of the 
glacier. It shows that, the extreme edge of the ice 
was here only about four hundred feet thick, and 
that, while the moraine and the scratched pebbles 
were carried along at the base of the ice, sharp frag¬ 
ments of sandstone were carried on top. 

In speaking of the apex made by the moraine in 
New York, and of the high plateau region of Potter 
county, it was inferred, from the local influence al¬ 
ready shown by the author to have been exerted by 
single mountain chains, that this region of high 
elevation had a decided influence upon the general 
course of the moraine. 

* Certain facts observed as to the gravel-ridges of the 
Allegheny Kiver rendered it probable that the river 
flowed under a tongue of the glacier, ten miles broad 
and two miles long, through a sub-glacial channel, at, 
the time of its greatest extension near dean. He* 
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described a great natural dam across the valley of the 
Great Valley Greek, near Pcth, where the moraine 
stretches across tho valley from side to side; and he 
spoke of the contrast between the numerous drain¬ 
age valleys which drained the waters of the melting 
ice into the Allegheny River, and those valleys which 
took their rise south of the moraine, and were free 
from all drift. 

After giving some details of the western lobe of 
the Ice-sheet, and dwelling upon the agricultural 
significance of the moraine, he spoke of some curious 
deposits of glaciated material which occurred In a 
narrow strip of ground Immediately in front of the 
moraine, and which he had mimed the * fringe.’ 
These deposits consisted of bowlders of Canadian 
granite, and other rocks, which he found perched 
upon the summits of hills, sometimes as far as live 
miles in front of the moraine, though never farther. 
This glacial * fringe,’ confined to the western part of 
the state, whs found to increase in width from two 
miles in Warren county to five miles on the Ohio line, 
and was at first a puzzling phenomenon. The hy¬ 
pothesis suggested was, that, like breakers on the sea¬ 
shore, the top of the ice. overreached the lowest strata 
by the width of the * fringe,' and that, while the 
moraine marked the halting-place of the bottom of 
the ice., by which it was formed, tho far-transported 
bowlders were carried on more rapidly in the top 
strata of the ice, and wore dropped outside of the 
moraine to form the * fringe.’ It was stated that the 
striae in the western part of the, stale alt pointed 
south-east, being at right angles to those in the 
eastern part of the state, but, like them, pointing 
always towards the moraine. 

In conclusion, the author reviewed the more, im¬ 
portant facts discovered during his exploration of 
the line of the moraine, dwelling upon the character 
of the moraine where crossing river-valleys, the 
absence of proof of any tongues of ice down such 
valleys, the absence of glacial drift south of the 
moraine, the very slight erosion caused by the pas¬ 
sage of the glacier, and especially upon the deflec¬ 
tions, large and small, in the line of the moraine, 
which were Inexplicable on any other hypothesis 
than that the moraine now described was pushed mit 
at the foot of a continuous ice-sheet of immense extent. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

Change of birds’ notes. 

Fob some years it lias been known to many About 
here, that in one locality the cardinal bird (Oardinalis 
Virginian ms) has been in the habit of imitating the 
notes of tho whippoorwill (Antrostomus vociferns). 
From articles I have read from time to time in vari¬ 
ous scientific journals, I Infer that it is not generally 
known that birds ever, in the wild state (especially 
cardlnalis), change their song. I therefore thought 
it well to report this case. I Have in several instances 
known this bird to change its song, under confinement, 
for one entirely different; but this Is the only case I 
have ever known where such a thing has occurred in 
the wild state. I have known of this case for about 
ten years. F. 0, Jacobs, 

Hewark, Licking county, O. 


St David’s rooks and universal law. 

The article with the above heading in Science of 
June 15, by Dr. M. E. Wadsworth, has just come 
under my observation; and,-as it refers to questions 
which have arisen chiefly in consequence of my re¬ 
searches Among those rocks, I shall deem it a favor 
if yon will allow me space in Science for a few 
remarks in explanation. Professor Geikio’s paper 
was written with, as he states, * a sense of duty ’ to 
‘defend the viewB of his predecessors; 1 and It is per¬ 
fectly certain, from the hasty manner in which the 
work was gone over by Professor Geikie and his two 
assistants, that the object was to vindicate the work 
of the Geological survey of thirty or forty years ago, 
rather than to apply the knowledge gained by the 
work of many independent observers since that time 
to correct the. errors well known to have been com¬ 
mitted by the surveyors, which remain as blots on 
the maps even now issued by the Geological survey. 
In Ihe district of St. David's, these maps show a great 
intrusive ma^s passing under the city of St. David’s, 
about eight miles in length, and with an average 
width of about a mile. The sou I hern portion is 
called syenite, and the other felstone. The rocks ly¬ 
ing along tho north-western edge for about it mile in 
ividth are colored as altered Cambrian, presumably 
ns the result of the intrusion; but on the south-east 
the rocks of the same age are supposed to bo in con¬ 
tact with the. mass in an unaltered condition, and 
without, even a line of fault to separate them. These 
appearances were curiously anomalous if true: hence 
I felt it necessary to go very carefully into the. ques¬ 
tion. My large acquaintance with the district, and 
the knowledge I had obtained In my ex pit * rations 
among the lower fossilifermts rocks* of the area, 
enabled me to do this with some advantage. I had 
also, from time to time, much valuable assistance 
from Professors Darkness, Hughes, and Bonney, and 
from Mr. T. Davies of the British museum, Mr. 
Tawney, etc. 

I found that under the same name, rocks of very 
different characters had been grouped together. The 
so-called syenite ridge was seen to consist in part of 
granitoid rocks, but also of quartzTeisit.es, of halle- 
flintas, of breccias, and of poro.ellanit.es freely trav¬ 
ersed by intrusive dikes of various kinds. The so- 
called met amorphic Cambrian on the north-west was 
soon discovered to be an entirely distinct series from 
any Cambrian rocks known in the district, or, indeed, 
anywhere in Wales, and to he largely made tip or 
volcanic rocks; and the basal Cambrian conglomer¬ 
ate, as marked on the survey-maps, was shown to 
overlie the granitoid, the quaru-fei*fte, halleflinta, 
and the volcanic schistose ami breedated series un- 
couformably, and to be mainly made up of fragments 
derived from those series. From the examination of 
the conglomerates also, it was seen that there wore 
distinct evidences of their having been deposited 
along old coast-lines, and that their materials varied 
with the rocks upon which they reposed; also that 
these pre-Cambrian rocks must have been much in 
the condition in which they are now found, before 
the Cambrian conglomerates were deposited upon 
them. Curiously, also, I found that many of the 
masses colored as Intrusive greenstones on the sur¬ 
vey-maps were highly add rocks, and others in¬ 
durated volcanic ashes of pre-Cambrian age. Indeed, 
nearly all tho so-called intrusive masttes marked so 
abundantly on the survey-map among the older rocks 
in the St, David’s area have been proved beyond doubt 
to be the result of erroneous observation; and yet 
we are told by the present director-general that Uttle 
or no change is required in these maps, and that he 




168 


SCIENCE. 


|Vou n„ Ko. 27. ; 


feels it his duty to ‘defend the views of his prede¬ 
cessors’ aa there indicated. There is a still larger 
area of the Dimelian rocks about ten miles to the 
east of St. David’s; and there, as at St. David’s, these 
granitoid rocks underlie the lowest Cambrian beds 
Without producing the slightest alteration in the 
latter. Indeed, 1 have now found no less than six 
areas in Wales where typical Dimelian granitoid rocks 
occur under the Cambriau or pre-Cambrian rocks; 
and in neither of these areas, though several excellent 
observers have, in addition to myself, searched the 
boundaries carefully, have we found the slightest 
Indications of their being intrusive in those rocks, 
though they are all colored as intrusive rocks in the 
survey-maps. In several of these areas the fact that 
they must be pre-Cambrian rocks is rendered perfectly 
certain, as large fragments of the granitoid rocks in 
exactly the same condition In which they are now 
found occur in the basal conglomerates of the Cam¬ 
brian. In one area only, in Wales, have I found 
Dimelian rocks entirely surrounded by rocks newer 
than the Cambrian; and here the Llandovery con¬ 
glomerates and sandstones repose upon them, and 
are largely made tip of materials derived from the 
Dimelian In the other areas newer rocks than the 
Cambrian are found occasionally in contact with 
limited portions of the Dimetian exposures; but these 
effects are clearly seen to have been produced by 
faults. 

In his paper to the Geological society, referred to 
in Science, Professor Geikie maintained “that the 
‘Dimetian group 1 is ait*eruptive granite which has 
disrupted and altered the Cambrian strata, even above 
the horizon of the supposed basal conglomerate.” 
The evidence adduced to support this view was from a 
section at Qgof-Llcsugu, where, as he supposed, “the 
conglomerate had been torn off aud enclosed in the 
granite, and has been intensely indurated so as to be¬ 
come a sort of pebbly quartzite.” Professor Hughes 
and myself, along with a number of other competent 
observers, have since examined this spot; and we 
found that the conglomerate lies quite loosely upon 
the Dimetian, that at almost every point we could 
pass our hand between the conglomerate and the 
granitoid rock, and that the Cambrian conglomerate 
had no change whatever induced in it beyond that 
common to it in all parts of the district. Two other 
sections were mentioned, and drawings exhibited to 
show the ‘Dimetian ’ intrusive in the Cambrian, and 
as having eaten deeply into the series at PorthelaU* 
These sections I knew perfectly well, at the time, to 
be in the lines of faults; but for greater satisfaction 
I asked Professor Hughes and party to re-examine 
these with me. The result proved that I was entirely 
right, and that Professor Geikie and his assistants 
had mistaken a junction produced by well-marked 
faulting for an intrusion, and the beds which he sup- 
osed had been eaten away had simply been dropped 
y the fault. lie could not produce a single speci¬ 
men showing contact alteration between the grani¬ 
toid (Dimetian series) and overlying rocks. His 
evidence, therefore, fails utterly, on examination; 
and the pre-Cambrian age of the granitoid rocks of 
St. David’s la rendered, if possible, more than ever 
certain. An attempt was made to show that the 
quartz-porphyries which I had pointed out as being 
intrusive in the Pebidian rocks, which alter the rocks 
in their immediate vicinity, were just such rocks as 
might be apophyses of the ‘granite/ but, with a curi¬ 
ous want of knowledge of the fact that these’quartz- 
porphyries are common to many other parts of the 
area far distant from the granitoid series, that they 
also actually in some places cut across the latter. 


As Professor Geikie did not spend the time neces¬ 
sary to examine the area where the Arvonian rocks 
are chiefly exposed, but hastily arrived at the conclu¬ 
sion, without seeing them, that I he liallcflintas, brec¬ 
cias, and porcellanltes must he intrusive felstones, I 
need scarcely refer to Professor Geikie'* views on this 
point. I shall refer fully to this question in my paper, 
in reply, to the Geological society. 1 may, however, 
mention, that l exhibited a series of magnificent brec¬ 
cias from this group, and showed large masses of the 
Cambrian basement conglomerates from ltamsey Is¬ 
land, consisting almost entirely of the rocks of the 
Arvonian group upon which they repose. The latter 
arc colored in the survey-map as intruniw in beds high 
up in the Silurian (fossil iferou* Arenig). 

The Pebidian, Professor Geikie says, ‘forms an in¬ 
tegral part of the Cambrian system.’ He acknowl¬ 
edges that it underlies the Cambrian conglomerate, 
but says the latter rests quite conformably upon the 
former. In the survey-map these Pebidian beds are 
supposed to be Cambrian beds higher than the con¬ 
glomerate, but altered by the so-called Intrusions. 
Here, therefore, some modi heal Ion of the map is 
acknowledged to be necessary. Had Professor Geikie 
ami his assistants used ordinary care in examining 
these conglomerates, they would have seen also that 
they are constantly in contact, with different mem¬ 
bers of the underlying rocks, that they lie unconform- 
ably on the edges of those beds, and also that they 
are very largely made up of t lie rocks below. 

Professor Geikie did not refer to North Wales in 
his paper; but as the facts are, if possible, clearer 
there than in South Wales, I may be allowed to call 
the attention of the readers of Science to some 
sections just published by the Geologists’ association 
of London, preparatory to the visit to be paid by the 
members to Carnarvonshire and Anglesey, July 28- 
28. These sections show in a very clear manner how 
the Cambrian conglomerates creep over the Dime¬ 
tian, Arvonian, and Pebidian rocks in that area. The 
rocks of the first two and lowest groups are in that 
area, as at St. David’s, colored as Intrusive rocks in 
the survey-maps, and the last as altered Cambrian 
and Silurian rocks. 

The sections have been prepared by Prof. T. McK. 
Hughes (Woodwardian professor of geology at Cam¬ 
bridge, and formerly of the Geological survey), who 
has carefully worked out the geology of this district. 
He and I were the first to point out, in the year 1877, 
the similarity of the conditions exhibited here to 
those at St. David’s; and since then he has devoted 
much time to the elucidation of the facts bearing 
upon the questions in that area. 

In a diagram (no. 1) he shows how the basement 
conglomerate of the Cambrian, between Bangor and 
Carnarvon, creeps over no less than four sub-groups 
of the archean rocks: viz., at Bangor, over the Brw- 
nlau beds (Pebidian); at Brlthdlr, the Dlnorwig beds 
(Arvonian ?): at another part farther south, the Crag 
beds (upper Dimetian); and at Tut Hill, the Carnar¬ 
von boils (lower Dimetian). In section 2, the uncon- 
formable overlap of the Cambrian over the Pebidian 
near Bangor is clearly shown; and In no. 8, a diagram 
section showing the sequence of the rocks from Car¬ 
narvon to Snowdon, the basement beds of the Cam¬ 
brian are shown rolling over the Carnarvon and Dln¬ 
orwig groups at different points. 

Altogether, the evidence afforded by these sections 
is of the most conclusive kind; aud It seems impos¬ 
sible to believe that the surveyors, when they have 
seen and examined these sections, and have had more 
experience with the Welsh rocks, can still cling to the 
antiquated faith that all these pre-Cambrian rocks 
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7. ~~ Diagram plan showing haw the Cambrian basement beds creep over the m various divisions qf the archean 

between Bangor and Carnarvon (Hughes). 

Carnarvon. Bargor. 



ft, ItandfttomMmO abate of Cambrian. .— -.- •*- - — - - - -—, 

a, Conglomerate uml grit of Cumbrian A, Hrynlnu bt’tf* \ Bangor group ( Pu-| t\ Orug b«*d» f Carnarvon group ( —Dim*- 

ba*n?m;>ni. bo<i«. /;, OinorwJg b<*d* i bid Inn, etc.). J l> % Twt beds t Man). 

*1, Twt Hill; * 2 , Yflcyburwon; Carcggt/ch; *4, Llandeluiolou; ♦.*>, Tyttmwr; *0, BrithdJr; *7, Ho«drow<>n; *8, Hryniau Bangor. 


Diagram section cast and west across Brgniau liangor. 
Length of ^notion about one «tl!i» (Hughe*). 



ft, Bangor bode (upper Pebldian); «L Conglomerate and «nnd«toru* (biwemont bod of Cambrian): «*, Handy mudstone; ri 8 . Finer 
fotepathfu mtidaumo; o*, Palo green felapnlhlc lnudatono; <r a , Cleaved and contorted fulapathic mudstone; o". Purple and green 
fine mudstone and slate; a 1 . Fine sandy flag*, like the Bray bed*, purple, and here and there green, pacing up into brown; 
a*, Wren-bedded thin gray nandatonca; o w , Banded flag#, passing up into a 18 , Black slate#. 


S. — Dta(fram section showing the sequence of rocks from Carnarvon to Snowdon . 

Length of section ten miles (H'ughoa). 

Carnarvon. fllato Snowdon. 

Twt HIH. Pont Heluot. Mailing. Cwmgto. Llyn Padarn. quarries. Llyn Perl*. 
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Anhran. 

A, (.Carnarvon group (DlroeUan); J3 t Dlnorwlg group. 

a, Conglomerate and sandstone (basement bed of Cambrian); 6, Lower and middle portions of Cambrian, not subdivided, but 
probably Including Harlech, Mimevian, Idngula flag*, and Trumadoo bod*; c, Arenlg; p % PioolUic iron ore; <t. Bala group, with 
subordinate volcanic beds; F, Faults; as, Broken ground; />, Dikes, # 


are merely Intrusive masses or altered beds of Silu¬ 
rian and Cambrian age. The basal conglomerate In 
this area consists in places almost entirely of quarU- 
feisltes, at other points of a mixture of granitoid 
(true Dlmetian) and felsite rocks, and in some cases 
of schists. I may further mention with regard to 
the crystalline schists in Anglesey and in Scotland, 
supposed by the Geological survey also to be of Cam¬ 
brian and Silurian age, that the recent researches of 
Bonnev, Callaway, Lapworth, and myself, tend to 
make it certain that they are all, like the similar 
rocks in America described by Dr. Sterry Hunt and 
others, of pre-Cambrian age. Hbnby Hicks. 

Bendon, K. W., London, 

July ft, issa. 


Silurian strata near Winnipeg. 

Presuming that it may be of interest to some read¬ 
ers of Sciknck to read something on the geology of 
a locality near Winnipeg, 1 take measure in furnish¬ 
ing information, hitherto unpublished, concerning 
an outcrop of Silurian strata in this pan of the 
north-west. This interesting exposure occurs a short 
distance from Selkirk, situated some twenty-one 
miles north of Winnipeg on the Canadian Pacific 
railway, and near the Bed Hiver, 

At tliis place a quarry was opened about a year 
ago., which, on examination, affords many attractions 
to a student of science. Fossils belonging to some 
sixteen species are readily obtained, not only in the 
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solid rock, but also in the innumerable chipplngs 
that lie scattered about the quarry. 

The rock is magnesian limestone, dresses readily, 
and, when burnt, supplies excellent lime. Stone from 
this place Is shipped by rail to Winnipeg, where It is 
used for ordinary and ornamental building-purposes. 
Many of the fossils being in the form of casts, they 
frequently interfere with the successful dressing of the 
stone. About four feet, of drift material overlies the 
rock; but at, another quarry lately opened, nearer 
the river and a short distance farther north, the drift 
material attains a thickness of twenty feet. The 
rock is much the same, but apparently not so fossil- 
iferous. 

In the quarry first referred to, the remains of cor¬ 
als belonging to the genera Alveolaria, Halysites, and 
Zaphrenlirf, arc very numerous. Some specimens 
obtained bear a close resemblance to the genus Favo-, 
sites. Another group of very common fossils are 
representatives of the genera Ortlioeera*, Kmloeeras, 
Ormoeeras, and Cyrtoceras. 

An excellent specimen measuring eight inches in 
diameter, with three whorls, was found* The specific 
characters are much obliterated, but in general out¬ 
line and appearance it bears a close resemblance to 
Trocholites ammonias of the Trenton. 

Several imperfect specimens of Trilobites were 
found. One appears to lie a member of the genus 
llJaeuus. Fragments of Stromatopora are common, 
showing in all cases distinct lamination, and, in sev¬ 
eral, well-defined oscula; while in a few, conical 
elevations can he observed. The specimens obtained 
were found among the fragments of rock scattered 
about the quarry; but the characters of all are exceed¬ 
ingly uniform. The largest obtained measures 7 
inches across, 0 in depth, and 2 in thickness. The 
laminae are well marked, numbering four to the line. 
They present a wave-]ike appearauce, there being 
three crests in the section under examination. At 
the summit of each crest a large aperture is observed. 
Viewing the specimen from the top, six of these os- 
cula are seen, all about the same distance apart. 
As yet, I have discovered no rods or pillars present; 
but there is no question regarding the presence of 
well-marked laminae and oscula. 

I have read carefully the description of the species 
8. tuberculata, 8. perforata, 8, granulata, 8. mam- 
millata, and S. ostiolata, of Nicholson, and S. concen- 
trica of Gold fuss, and none seem to embrace the 
species from this quarry. If any reader of Science 
can suggest the species to which this Interesting fos¬ 
sil from Selkirk belongs, he will confer a great favor 
upon the writer. J. IIoYKft Panton. 

Pre-Bonneville climate. 

Ill a critical notice of my preliminary report on 
Lake Bonneville (Science, no. 20), Mr. Davis points 
out that a certain conclusion as to the history of the 
basin is not sustained by the phenomena described. 
Since reading his comment, I have not been able to 
commit my text; but, if memory serves, his restriction 
is fully warranted. Still, the conclusion is not of 
necessity overthrown; for it is based in part on 
omitted data, the report aiming to present only an 
outline of the subject. Now lhat the matter is up 
for discussion, it may be well to Indicate these. 

The facts set forth are as follows. Above the 
Bonneville shore-line the topographic forms are those 
produced by sub-aerial agencies. Below tl^e'Shore¬ 
line the details arc of sub-aqueous origin, but the 


larger features are sub-aerial in type. Especially 
are the great, alluvial cones constituting the pedi¬ 
ments of some of the mountains continued beneath 
the old water-margin, their surf aces being lightly 
etched and embossed by lake agencies. Evidently 
these alluvial cones are of pre-Bonneville date; ana 
evidently, too, the goal of drainage — * the base 
level of erosion’ —was lower when they were built 
than during the Bonneville epoch. 

The questioned conclusion is, that the emptiness 
of the basin during the long pre-Bonneville, alluvial- 
cone epoch was due to aridity. Mr. Davi* acutely 
perceives, that the adduced phenomena comport 
equally well with the alternative hypothesis that the 
pre-Bonneville condition of the basin was one of 
free drainage to the ocean, the present continuity 
of the basin’s rim having been instituted either at 
or just before the beginning of the Bonneville ep¬ 
och. 

On this hypothesis, the place at which the drainage 
of tlie basin wan discharged must have acquired 
the peculiar configuration of a river-channel; and 
since, as our observations show, alluvial accumulation 
1ms not been great in the region during Bonnevjlle 
and post-Bonneville lime, vestiges of this channel 
should remain. The fact that they have not been 
found goes far to show that they are not visible; for 
intelligent search has lieen made for them, our eyes 
having been trained for their recognition by t,he dis¬ 
covery of pre-Bonneville channels within the basin. 
All tile low passes of the enclosing rim have been 
scrutinized. At whatever points, then, earlier drain¬ 
age systems have intersected this rim, the channels 
appear to have l>eeu obliterated by the erosive and 
constructive agencies of land sculpture, 

Again: the principal plain of the Bonneville basin 
is at heart mountainous, Its surface is level only 
because the alluvial mountain bases are deeply buried 
by later deposits. Of the nature of these deposits 
wo know little more than that the uppermost is 
lacustrine, the Bonneville layer concealing all else. 
The deposit representing the pre-Bonneville or 
alluvial-cone epoch must be relatively heavy, and 
may be assumed to dominate in the determination 
of the general configuration of the plain. With the 
basin closed, a certain system of slopes would arise: 
with the basin open, there would arise a certain 
other system, definitely related to the point of dis¬ 
charge. The actual system of slopes is adjusted to 
the existing status, —a closed basin, with lacustral 
sedimentation. 

Assuming that there was at some remote date a 
channel of outflow, and that the configuration of 
the plain was adjusted thereto, the period consumed 
in the obliteration of the one and the remodelling of 
the other must have been long as compared with the 
Bonneville epoch. The pre-Bonucville portion of 
the period — when the basin was closed, hut con¬ 
tained no lake — was presumably characterized by 
a climate similar to the present. 

The aridity of the pre-Bonneville epoch is oue of 
the features associating the Bonneville history with 
glacial history; for, If it be disproved, the Bonneville 
flooding no longer demonstrates a climatic episode, 
and the apparent homology disappears. And the 
Bonneville oscillations have, of course, no cJJmato- 
graphic value if they were orographlcally produced. 
It is well, therefore, to test thoroughly every link in 
the chain of evidence, G. K. Gilueut. 

Nevada, July 15,18S3. 
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WARD'S DYNAMIC SOCIOLOGY . 

in. 

Mu. Waud presents a classification of the sci¬ 
ences differing from those proposed b}' August 
Corn tie and Herbert Spencer. The new classi¬ 
fication is of great interest, and deserves espe¬ 
cial mention. The classification of Comte 
was made prior to the great development of 
modern scientific research, and is imperfect. 
The classification of Spencer is, like much of 
his philosophy, a mixture of metaphysical 
speculation and positive knowledge. Does 
the classification of Ward meet the require¬ 
ments of scientific philosophy ? 

He divides the subject-matter of all science 
into three parts, which he denominates the 
1 primary,* * secondary/ and ; tertiary ’ aggre¬ 
gations. It is a classification of the objects 
of the cosmos by inodes of aggregation. The 
primary aggregation is molecular, and gives an 
inorganic kingdom; the secondary is morpho¬ 
logic, and gives a biologic kingdom; the terti¬ 
ary is sociologic, and is represented by human 
society. 

A mountain is an aggregation of rocks, or 
geological formations, some of which may be 
crystalline, others detrital. It is an inorganic 
molar aggregate, and must fall into Mr. Ward’s 
first class. But the earth itself is an aggregate 
of solids, fluids, and gases. Its solids are 
molar aggregates of detrital and crystalline 
rocks. These rocks at the surface are arranged 
in mountains, hills, and valleys, with interven¬ 
ing depressions filled with bodies of water, — 
seas, lakes, and rivers; and beneath, an un¬ 
known interior; and above, the atmosphere. 
The atmosphere is in motion. The water is 
carried into the air, and moves with it, ami de¬ 
scends again upon the earth. The known solid 
portion of the earth is also in motion, rising 
and falling in its relation to the centre of the 
earth ; while portions of the unknown interior 
of the earth are, by extravasation, coming to 
the surface, and the land portions of the earth 
are being carried by the waters into the sea. 

Geology teaches us, then, that the earth is 
composed of interdependent parts; that the 
circulation of the air, of the waters, of the 
solids, and of the interior liquids is carried 
on by the action of the several interdependent 
parts; and the earth has been not inaptly com¬ 
pared by eminent geologists to a living or 
otganised being. If we property understand 
Mr. Ward, this aggregation also is to be rele¬ 
gated to bis first class. 

Again s the earth is one of a group of worlds 
composing the solar system, — the solar aggre¬ 


gation, composed of interdependent parts; and 
this aggregation is also to be included in the 
first class. 

The inclusion of all of these modes of aggre¬ 
gation in the one class is tacit. He does not 
clearly set them forth, and his definitions are 
imperfect. It is difficult to understand from 
his discussion whether they were considered 
in his general scheme, or whether he would, 
if considering them, establish one or two more 
grand categories. 

Again : p83 T cbology is included in the secon¬ 
dary aggregation as belonging to biology. As 
the term is now used by scientific men, c psy¬ 
chology * includes a consideration of the bio¬ 
logic organ of the mind and its operations. 
Through these operations are produced lan¬ 
guages, giving the science of philology; arte, 
giving the science of technology; societies, 
giving the science of sociology; and opin¬ 
ions, giving the science of philosophy. With 
Mr. Ward, philology, technology, and perhaps 
philosophy, are subordinate parts of sociology. 
Though he does not make direct statement to 
this effect, yet his presentation leads to this 
conclusion, in the same manner as his presen¬ 
tation of the subject of primary aggregation 
leads to the supposition that he intends to 
include molar and stellar aggregations therein. 

Psychologj' has its biologic organ in the 
brain and nervous system ; and mind is discov¬ 
ered in the lower orders of life, as well as in 
man. The genesis of psychology is manifestly 
in biology. In like manner, the organs of 
speech, active and passive, alike in oral, sign, 
and written language, ar£ biologic; and lan¬ 
guage is also found in the lower orders of life. 
Language, therefore, has its genesis in biologj". 
In the same manner, the organs of the arte 
are biologic; and rude arts are discovered in 
the lower orders of life. Technology, there¬ 
fore, has its genesis in biology. The first step 
in sociologic organization is the biologic differ¬ 
entiation of tho sexes, giving husband and 
wife, parent and child ; and rude social organ¬ 
ization is also found in the lower orders of 
life. Sociology, therefore, has its genesis in 
biology. The same considerations that would 
lead to the relegation of psychology to biology 
would also lead to the inclusion of philology, 
technology, and sociology, and perhaps of phi¬ 
losophy. 

Now, these five sciences are so bound to¬ 
gether that the absence of one would void all. 
They are interdependent anp co-ordinate in 
such a manner that the evolution of one is 
dependent on the evolution of all. Language 
is a means of communication between Individ- 
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tml minds. Discrete minds could not develop 
language: it is produced by many co-existing 
individuals of each of a long series of genera* 
tions. Society and mind were necessary to 
its production. The arts are produced by 
many persons in the same manner as languages, 
and involve also the operations of mind ; but 
the arts could not have been developed with¬ 
out the concomitant development of language, 
for art is built on art, and that which remains 
in art must pass from person to person and 
from generation to generation by means of 
language. The arts of absolutely discrete 
men could make no progress. 

For the evolution of society, language is 
necessary for the intercommunication of 
thought. The interdependence of men as 
integral parts of bodies politic would be im¬ 
possible without language; and sociologies 
organization is dependent upon the ditFeren- 
tiation of human activities, or the division of 
labor, and is therefore dependent upon the 
development of arts or technology. Philos¬ 
ophy, or the science of evolving opinion, is 
the final product of the mind, and is therefore 
dependent upon psychologic evolution. It is 
dependent upon philology, for language is the 
mould of thought, and determines its form. 
It is dependent upon technology, for by the 
arts men reach knowledge not otherwise attain¬ 
able ; and upon sociology, for it is the com¬ 
bined knowledge of many, accumulating 
through the generations. 

Again: all that part of the evolution of 
psychology which distinguishes the human 
mind from that of *tlie lower animals is duo 
to the tertiary aggregation in the develop¬ 
ment of philology, technology, sociology, and 
philosophy. In philology the method of evo¬ 
lution is the survival of the economic in the 
struggle for expression; and the course of 
evolution is through the specialization of tho 
grammatic processes, the differentiation of 
the parts of speech, and the integration of 
the sentence. Tho method of evolution iu 
technology is the survival of the useful in the 
struggle to have; and tho course of evolution 
is the employment of the forces and materials 
of nature for the benefit of mankind. The 
method of sociologic evolution is the survival 
of justice in the struggle for peace; and the 
course of evolution is the differentiation of 
the functions and organs of government, and 
the integration of tribes and nations. Tito 
method of evolution in philosophy is the sur¬ 
vival of the true in the struggle to know; 
and the course of evolution is in the discern¬ 
ment and discrimination of phenomena, the 


relegation from analogic to hotffologic cate¬ 
gories in classification, and the discovery of 
more and more complex sequences. In these 
psychologic sciences the struggle, i.e., the 
endeavor, i.e., the conation, is Ideologic. 

The primary method of psychologic evolu¬ 
tion is the survival of the fittest in the struggle 
for existence, and is purely biologic. The 
struggling subject itself survives. The secon¬ 
dary or indirect method of psychologic evo¬ 
lution is by the agencies of tho philologic, 
technologic, sociologic, and philosophic meth¬ 
ods; and, combined, they constitute tho 
successful struggle for happiness. All that 
part of the evolution of psychology which 
separates man from the lower animals is due 
to this secondary or indirect method, and is 
teieoiogic; and progress is duo, not to the 
survival of the fittest of the straggling subjects, 
but to the survival of the object for which 
the struggle is made. These five sciences, 
therefore, constitute one group, through the 
fact that they belong properly to the tertiary 
aggregation of matter, and the further fact 
that the method or cause of evolution exhibited 
therein is radically different from the method 
or cause of evolution in biolog}'. The five 
sciences are co-ordinate, reciprocal, and in¬ 
terdependent. As biology has its genesis 
through protoplasm and organic chemistry in 
the physical aggregation, so these five sciences 
of the tertiary aggregation have their genesis 
in biology, — in the biologic organs of man¬ 
kind, and tho beginnings of these sciences dis¬ 
covered among the lower animals. 

Elsewhere Mr. Ward classifies phenomena 
in the manner shown in the table on the fol¬ 
lowing page, which is copied from his work. 

Of the four groups thus derived, the first, 
inorganic, corresponds to the group embraced 
in his primary aggregation; the second, or¬ 
ganic, to the group embraced in his secondary 
aggregation, but excludes psychology, philol¬ 
ogy, technology, sociology, and philosophy. 
If we combine his direct and indirect tcleo- 
logio phenomena into one group, the five great 
sciences which include the operations and 
products of the mind are thrown into one. 
Let the first, then, be called physical phenom¬ 
ena or phenomena of the primary aggregation, 
and the sciences which pertain thereto physical 
sciences; the second, biologic phenomena or 
phenomena of the secondary aggregation, and 
the sciences pertaining thereto biologic sci¬ 
ences. But what shall the third group be 
called? If the term psychology is used, it 
roust be with a wider connoting than that 
which it has heretofore had. Psychology. 
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Phenomena are: 


Oenclic; physical; mioonaclou*: producing change through 
luftniletiimul imiruimnU. 


Inorganic: Organic: 

th« result of physical or me- the rewult of vital or biologl- 
ohantcul force*. e»l force*. 


THoologton); psychical; conuciou*: proceed in*f from volition 
and involving purpime. 


Direct: Indirect : 

proceeding according to the proceeding according to the 
direct method of conation, indirect method of conattoa* 


Zoo fag teal: Anthropological: 

im manifested by creatures tv* manifested by man. Do- 
below man. mnln of the social forces. 


Natural: 

taking place according to uniform laws, und produced by true 
modification. 


then, would include the operations of the 
mind, and the products, or results, of those 
operations. If we use anthropology, the 
term will not include the beginnings of psy¬ 
chology, philology, technology, and sociology, 
found among the lower animals; for they have 
mind, language, art, and society in a com¬ 
paratively low form. On the other hand, an¬ 
thropology has been used so as to include 
the biology of man. If we use sociology, 
following Comte, Spencer, and Ward, the term 
must include more than these authors design, 
and some other term must be selected for that 
differentiated science which forms one of the 
group of live, and which above has been desig¬ 
nated us sociology. Altogether it seems 
better to use the term anthropology , which 
would then include psychology, philology, 
technology, sociology, and philosophy. 

Mr. Ward does not relegate ethics to any 
place in his scheme. Moral science relates to 
that portion of human conduct in which the 
qualities of right and wrong inhere; and the 
■ moral quality depends upon the relations which 
exist between men and men; it is therefore 
a part of sociology; and the principal body 
of ethics at any time existing among a people 
is formulated as law, made by the court or 
the legislature, Mr. Spencer, in his essay on 
the classification of the sciences, gives it no 
place, but, in the elaborate scheme of philos¬ 
ophy embraced in his works, places it above 
sociology. 

It may be asked, What place does logic take 
in the classification here proposed ? The reply 
is, that the logic ot the ancients has no place 
in science. To modern logic something else 
has been added; and this something else 
belortgs to psychology. The logic of the 
ancients, and a large part of that of modern 
metaphysicians, is a system designed to dis¬ 
cover truth by a form of words. If it be 


Artificial: 

natural force*; capable of prediction and conMutintf of nat¬ 
ural phenomena, 
modi (led by the 
inventive faculty. 

truthfully asserted that, an object is white, no 
form of words can prove the truth of the as¬ 
sertion. Jf questioned, the questioner must 
perceive that the body is while in the same 
manner as it was perceived by the person 
making the assertion ; and the assertor can 
only point out, i.o., demonstrate, the fact. 
And the same is true of any other fact, how¬ 
soever simple or complex. A truth or fact 
can be pointed out or demonstrated to the 
eye, or to the mind’s eye, but caunot be proved 
by a logical form of statement. The idea of 
logical proof is a conception of a time when 
powers were occult; and logic divested of mod¬ 
ern appurtenances is an occult art. 

It would make this article too long to attempt 
to set forth fully the place of mathematics In 
this scheme; but quantitative relations, like 
qualitative relations, belong to all degrees of 
aggregations, to all complexities of phenom¬ 
ena, and to all singes of evolution ; and, in the 
science of mathematics, relations of quantity 
are considered apart fVoro other relations, and 
in the abstract. 

Mr. Spencer, although he presents a classi¬ 
fication of the sciences, does not use it in his 
philosoph}' of evolution, but practically uses 
the primary classification hero set forth, under 
the terms ‘ inorganic,* ‘organic/ and 4 super- 
organic ' evolution. 

The defect in Mr. Ward’s classification here 
pointed out seriously influences his presenta¬ 
tion of the subject of dynamic sociology 
proper, appearing in the second volume. It 
also greatly narrows his view of the field of 
successful endeavor for organized society. 
Mankind has made progress, i.e*, secured 
happiness, quite as much by the effort for 
peace aud the establishment of justice as by 
the effort to know and the acquisition of truth. 
It can be shown In other and diverse ways that 
his view of successful human endeavor is 
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philosophically narrow ; and lie sometimes uses 
the epithets of the pessimist in a manner un¬ 
worthy the philosopher. 


FRUIT-‘INSECTS. 

Insects injurious to fruits . Illustrated with 440 cuts. 

By William Saundkhs. Philadelphia, Lippi n- 

eott , 1883. 436 p. 8°. 

The author has enjoyed exceptional advan¬ 
tages for the preparation of the work he has 
undertaken Not only has he been acquainted 
with the work of economic entomologists 
through his own participation in it, and as 
editor of one of our principal entomological 
periodicals* but for twenty years past he has 
been an extensive fruit-grower as well. He is 
thus entirely familiar with what is wanted, and 
has produced a practical book of considerable 
value. Not that it contains much that is ori¬ 
ginal or of novel presentment: it is rather a 
plain and judicious statement of what is known, 
but accessible to few because scattered in peri¬ 
odical literature. One is surprised at the size 
of the book when he sees that no effort is 
made to fill it out with unnecessary matter: 
rarely are half a dozen pages given to any one 
insect, and more than two hundred and fifty 
harmful insects arc discussed. 

The insects are treated under the head of the 
plants they alTect and the parts of the plant 
they attack, — an excellent method, first used 
in this country by Fitch. They are described 
in brief, unteehnieal language, almost invaria¬ 
bly figured, and often in several stages; and 
the account of their injuries is followed by a 
short statement of the best remedies, with 
illustrations of the parasites or other natural 
foes which keep the insects more or less in 
check. The plants which receive most atten¬ 
tion are the apple (64 insects, 127 pages), the 
grape (52 insects, 75 pages), and the orange 
(26 insects, 45 pages). Next after these in 
importance are the plum, pear, the various 
currants, the raspberry, and the strawberry, 
followed at a little distance by the peach; a 
few pages each suffice for the cherry, quince, 
gooseberry, melon, cranberry, olive, and fig. 

The illustrations are familiar friends to ento¬ 
mologists, almost all of them having already 
done abundant service; but they are none the 
less valuable for the purpose of this work; 
and the paper on which they are now printed 
permits to many of them a respectability 
they must rejoice to attain after long famil¬ 
iarity with the crude workmanship of the various 
government presses under which they have 


been tortured. With a little more care in the 
printing, they would have shown at their best. 

The only serious omission in the book is 
the absence of a systematic summary*, or index, 
by which the insects of the same group attack¬ 
ing different plants should be brought together. 
This would the more readily serve to help the 
fruit-grower distinguish allied forms, and learn 
their different or similar habits. Such an 
index could have been so easily constructed, 
and would have occupied so little space, that 
its absence is the less excusable. 


BREMIKEWS LOGARITHMIC TABLES. 

Bremikcr's Logorithmisch - trigo rj ometrisrhe tafeln mit 
seeks decimal-stellen. Neu bearbeitet von l)r. 
Th. Albrecht* professor and chief of section 
in the Royal Prussian geodetic institute. Tenth 
stereotype edition. Berlin, R . Strieker, 1888. 
18 + 598 p. 8°. 

Bkemikeu’s six-figure logarithms were first 
published in 1852 with a Latin text and title: 
Nova tabula Berolinensis, etc. In 1860 a 
German edition was printed. Both these edi¬ 
tions were printed from movable types. In 
1869 a stereotyped edition was printed, with 
some changes in the contents of the work. 
The editions of 1852 and 1860 contained a 
capital table of the sines and tangents of small 
arcs, which was omitted in the stereotype edi¬ 
tion; and in this latter edition a tabic of 
addition and subtraction logarithms was intro¬ 
duced. The omission of the table of the func¬ 
tions of small arcs was hardly an improvement; 
and, in fact, this omission caused the early 
editions to command a higher price than the 
later stereotyped one. 

The present edition by Dr. Albrecht com¬ 
bines the excellences of both the preceding 
editions. It contains the table of the loga¬ 
rithmic siues and logarithmic tangents of arcs 
up to 5° for each 1", and also includes the 
addition and subtraction tables. 

The rest of the work is the same as the 
stereotype edition of 1869, except that four 
new pages of convenient constant logarithms 
are inserted, and that certain tables relating 
to units of weight and measure are omitted* 
This collection of tables is a very practical 
*and valuable addition to our present means of 
computation, and it will be welcomed as such. 
In the opinion of the writer, it is also the most 
satisfactory single collection of tables for stu¬ 
dents 1 use, although much can be said ia favor 
of the best of the five-place tables for this pur¬ 
pose. EdWAKD 8. HOLtMBK# 
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WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE. 


ASTRONOMY. 

Astrophysloal observations of Jupiter.— 

Iticco publishes a fine scries of eighteen drawings of 
the planot, made, with one exception, in 1881, 1882, 
and 1883, by means of the ten-inch telescope of the 
observatory of Palermo. He gives, also, a large 
number of micrometrical measures, and detailed 
descriptions of the appearance of the planet and 
its surface-markings, on forty-seven different dates. 
The effect of the *red spot' upon the contour of the 
adjacent belts is well brought out. — {Mem. aoc. 
Bpettr. UaL, May, 1883.) o. a. y. [172 

Photometric obaervatlona of ecUpaea of Jupi¬ 
ter's satellites. — Cornu and Obrecht give the re¬ 
sults of some experiments upon artificial eclipses 
made to imitate the eclipses of Jupiter’s satellites, 
using the method already referred to in these col¬ 
umns. They find that the probable error In deter¬ 
mining the time when the light of the satellite is 
reduced to one-half its normal amount is about a hun¬ 
dredth of the total time of obscuration. They pro¬ 
pose, also, the use of a polarlscoplc arrangement in 
place of the ‘cat’s-eye,’ and, in this connection, 
append the following note: “ We have recently 
learned that the astronomers of Harvard college em¬ 
ploy an analogous arrangement — of which, however, 
the description Is not known to us — for the purpose 
of determining the moment of disappearance (pour 
arrlter h definlr Vfipoque de Veclat nut). If the 
apparatus Is analogous, the method of observation is, 
as one secs, entirely different,” They have evidently 
been misinformed; for tbe very essence of Prof. 
Pickering’s plau consists In the determination, not 
of the moment of disappearance, but of half-bright¬ 
ness.— ( Comptes remit**, June 25, 1888.) c. a. y. 
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MATHEMATICS. 

Surfaces of oouatant curvature. — M. Weln- 
garten here deals with certain properties of the linear 
elements on surfaces with a constant measure of 
curvature. Certain considerations connected with 
the modern theory of functions, particularly that 
portion of the theory which deals with linear differ¬ 
ential equations of the second order, have led him 
to conjecture that the determination of the geodetic 
lines upon a surface of constant curvature, by means 
of certain given linear elements, stands in a close 
relation to the theory of tbe linear differential equa¬ 
tions of the second order. M. Weingarten makes the 
remark (which, though not new, is important here) 
that the extension of those properties of curved sur¬ 
faces, studied and enunciated by Gauss, which de¬ 
pend upon a given form of the linear element, U much 
simplified by the Introduction of certain functions of 
the position of a point upon the surface. The val¬ 
ues of these functions are given in terms of the co¬ 
efficients of the linear element In such a way, that, 
by the introduction of new (two) variables, we arrive 
again at the original linear element. The functions 
possessing this (luvariantivo) property are called 


flexion-invariants {biegungrtnvarianten). As an ex¬ 
ample of flexion-invariants, we have the 1 measure 
of curvature’ of a surface. From the differential 
coefficients of a flexion-invariant, and the Gaussian 
coefficients, E, F, G, of a linear element of a surface, 
an indefinite number of new invariants can lie formed, 
two only of which are independent. The author 
gives a brief account of Beltrami’s work on these 
functions, and then considers particularly the sur¬ 
faces of constant curvature. The paper is an ex¬ 
ceedingly Interesting one to the su^dent of this 
particular branch of geometry, and is a valuable ad¬ 
dition to the previous memoirs, by M. Weingarten, 
on this and cognate subjects. — (Jo urn, reine any, 
math 1883.) x. C. [174 

PHYSICS. 

Density of the earth — Major R. v. Sterneck 
of the government Military-geographical institute of 
Vienna, last year, tried Airy’s method of the deter¬ 
mination of the earth’s mean density In the Si. Adal¬ 
bert shaft of the silver-mines at Pribram, Bohemia, 
at depths of 513 and 972.5 metres. His average re¬ 
sult was 5 05, which agrees closely with the values 
determined by other methods. On comparing his 
measures with Airy’s, a curious agreement appears 
in the number of seconds gained by a clock at differ¬ 
ent depths, and a continual decrease In the deduced 
mean density as the depth increases. Airy found 
(1854), at a depth of 383 metres, that his clock gained 
2*.25 a day, and the density was 0.57; v. Stcmeck’s. 
figures are 510, 2\4, and 0.28, and 972, 2*.3, 5.01, 
respectively: whence he concludes, “that, in the in¬ 
terior of the earth, the resultant of gravity, centrif¬ 
ugal force, and the attraction of the superincumbent 
mass, Is constant.” — (Milih. k.-k. millt.-ycoyr. insL 
Wien, 1882, iL 77.) w. m. i>. [175 


Eleotrioity. 

Geographical variation of horizontal in¬ 
tensity, — F. Kohlrauseh proposes to use a form 
of his local-variometer (described in Ann. phys. 
c /4 cm., xviil, 545) in which the scale is at a distance 
A from the axis of suspension, and attached to the 
instrument, and obtains between the horizontal in¬ 
tensities at two different places the relation — 

W — // _ tan ^ 


11 


4 A 


("' - n) + ft (t - t'); 


<f> being the angle through which the frame of the 
Instrument is turned, n and n' the deflections in 
scale-divisions, and p a coefficient of the tempera¬ 
ture, t. — (Ann. phytt. c/iem., xix. 330.) J. T. (176 
Thermochemical properties of eleotromotive 
force. — Kdlund Investigates the thermal changes at 
the electrodes of a voltameter by placing the junc¬ 
tions of a thermopile in front of the electrodes, and 
enclosing both in a porous membrane. He finds, that, 
when the electrodes are copper and ilie liquid copper 
sulphate, the electromotive force between the metal 
and Ilie liquid uses less heat for formation of current 
than is set free lu tlic formation of copper sulphate. 
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The sumo law holds for zinc and zinc sulphate, cad¬ 
mium with It* acetate, and lead with its acetate; but 
for silver, with its sulphate, nitrate, and acetate, the 
law i* reversed. In a Danlell cell, a fortiori, less heat 
is used for formation of current than is set free in 
the chemical action of the cell. — (Ann. phys. chem ., 
xix. 287.) J. t. [177 

CHEMISTRY. 

( General, physical, anti inorganic.) 

Speed of dissociation of brass.— Mr, E. 

Twitcliell (under Prof. Robert B. Warder’s direc¬ 
tion) made the following determinations, which 
were suggested by Bolder re's method for the separa¬ 
tion of copper and zinc in alloys. A. piece of hraws 
wire (no. 17) 150 mm. long and 1.43 mm. in diameter 
was heated to redness in a stream of hydrogen in a 
porcelain tube. The loss in weight, from hour to 
hour, is given in the following table: — 
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The figure' 1 given under A are proportional to the 
* coefficient of speed/ as calculated from each obser¬ 
vation. on the hypothesis that the zinc expelled at 
each moment is proportional to the whole quantity 
of zinc present. The steady decrease in the last 
column shows that this hypothesis does not obtain 
under the conditions of the experiment, but that an 
appreciable interval of time is required for the trans¬ 
fer of zinc from the central portion to tine surface of 
the wire. Further ex peri meats upon this diff union 
of zinc are In progress.— (Sect. chem. phys. Ohio 
meek. ianL; meeting May ill.) [178 

AGRICULTURE. 

Influence of temperature and rainfall on the 
wheat-crop. — A comparison of the average tem¬ 
perature and the rainfall In England during the 
months of July and August for the last thirty-six 
year*, with the corresponding wheat-crop, just ifies the 
following conclusions: provided the stand of the crop 
at the beginning of July is promising, a tempera¬ 
ture above the average for the succeeding two month# 
injures more than an average crop a* regards quan¬ 
tity, unless extraordinary circumstances, such as vio¬ 
lent storms, intervene. Rainy weather may reduce 
the quality of the crop. On the other hand, however 
promising the crop may be at the end of June, a 
temperature below the average In July and August 
involves a small crop. If the weather is clear, the 
quality may he good, while, if cold and. min are 
united, the poorest crops are the result; such as those 
of 1870, when the temperature was 2.8° F. below the 


average, and the rainfall four inches above the aver¬ 
age, or that of 1810 (the poorest crop on record), when 
the temperature was 4-8° F. below the average* — 
(Bled, cenln-blatt., xii. 2fU.) h. a. [178 

Bffeot of phosphatic manures In drought.— 
In the course of some field-experiments made during 
the very dry season of 18HI, Emmerllug observed that 
iu one case manuring with ammonia alone produced 
a greater gain than manuring with ammonia and 
superphosphate. The result may have been acci¬ 
dental, as no duplicate trial'* seem to have been 
made; but Emmerling thinks that the manuring with 
phosphoric acid hastened the ripening of the plants, 
while the ammonia had the opposite elfect of post¬ 
poning the ripening, and keeping the plants green 
longer. (This effect of phosphoric acid has been ob¬ 
served in water-culture experiments, and silica also 
seems to exert a similar action.) — ( Bled. centr.Matt., 
xii. 297.) h. i*. a. [180 

Damage to grain by wetting. — Marcker has 
examined a sample of barley which had been exposed 
to rain for fourteen days after it was cut. A consid¬ 
erable proportion of the starch had been converted 
Into sugar. A loss of about six per cent of starch 
took place. The albuminoids were also altered, both 
the Insoluble and soluble protelne having been par¬ 
tially converted Into amides. The proportion of seed 
capable of germination was reduced from ninety-eight 
per cent to forty-live per cent. Kobus obtained sim¬ 
ilar results in an examination of damaged wheat.— 
(Bled, centr.-hlatt, xii. 320.) a, i». A. [181 

MINERALOGY. 

Enclosure# in muscovite. — The occurrence of 
luotite and muscovite in one crystal is well known, 
and ha* been investigated by tl. Carvill Lewis. He 
prepared cleavage-sections from nue specimen, and 
arranged them In the order in which they occurred. 
The biotite contrasts strongly with the light-colored 
muscovite, and has often well-defined edges. The 
two micas are arranged symmetrically in relation to 
their prismatic planes, as may be shown by the crys¬ 
tal edges when they are well developed, or by the 
strike-figures which arc parallel in the two micas in 
the same folia, making it probable that they have 
crystallized together out of the same solution. In 
examining a scries of sections from one specimen, It 
is found that the proportion of the two micas varies 
In different parts of the crystal; the biotite, the more 
unstable of the two species, gradually giving way, and 
being changed into the more hardy muscovite. 

Of a different nature are the superficial markings 
of magnetite, which occur from various localities. 
Those markings form a series of branching lines, 
which run In three directions across the plates of the 
mica, crossing each other at angles of 00°, and have 
been regarded as repeated twinning around a dodeca¬ 
hedral axis. These lines, however, as shown by the 
author, bear a fixed relation to the axes of the mica, 
and are not due to any Inherent property of the mag¬ 
netite. If a crystal showing these markings be dis¬ 
sected, the lines of marking will all be found to lie in 
parallel direction; nor is there any direct connection 
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with the markings on adjacent plates: one may be 
covered by the markings, the next free from them. 
The magnetite does not penetrate, but lies superfi¬ 
cially upon the mica plates, and the lines follow the 
direction of the rays of the strike-figure. The author 
regards the magnetite as not derived from any exter¬ 
nal source, but from the muscovite itself, occurring, 
not along cracks or near the exterior of the crystals, 
but grouped in the Interior of the same. — ( l*roc. 
a cad. nat. sc. Philad Dec., 1882.) s. ju Y. [182 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Europe.) 

Deformation of the earth's surface. — .T. Girard 
calls attention to some Interesting observations on 
apparent changes of level of neighboring points. 
One account attested by Girardet (Kxpin ration, June, 
1882) is of villages in the Jura which were hidden 
from each other at the beginning of the century, or 
even only forty years ago, hut are now in sight. Fir*t 
the roofs, and later the walls, became visible by the 
slow warping of the ground. Another example is 
recorded in Bohemia, about thirty miles south of 
Karlsbad, where the people of llohen ZedlDch are 
convinced that their village is rising; for thirty years 
ago they could see only the top of the church-spire 
in Ottenreuth, while now more than half of it is in 
view, and some roofs of lower buildings have also 
risen Into sight. A line of levels has been run here 
to detect any further chances ( Cony re* sc. {jeoyr ., 
1875). Girard does not attempt any criticism of 
these statements, but accepts them as proved. There 
would seem to be room for other explanations than 
the one suggested. — (fife©, de y4oyr, , 188:1, 349.) 
w, M. v. 1183 

Mapa of Norway. —-The Norwegian geographical 
survey (Geografiske opinaaling) has published maps 
as follows: a guide-map, showing the progress of 
triangulation from 1779 to 1878 (only a small part of 
this work remains unfinished), — based upon this are 
several topographic maps on various scales; for the 
southern part of the country some are even 1 : r>0,(XX> 
(or 1 : 10,000), in many sheets; the general map of 
southern Norway (1 : 400,000), in eighteen sheets; 
district-maps (l : 200,000); and rectangle-maps (1 : 
100,000), in fifty-four sections, with contours and 
mountain shading, and the larger bodies of water in 
blue. This serves as a basis for the geological survey 
under Prof. Th. Kjerulf. A general geological map 
(1: 1,000,000) U also published. The coast-survey 
publishes charts of the southern shores on 1 : 50,000; 
of the northern, on 1 : 100,000. Thirty-two of the for¬ 
mer and thirteen of the latter are completed. Besides 
these, there are a general coast-map (1 : 200,000) in 
thirteen sheets, and another on a smaller scale in five 
sheets, and fishery-maps (1 : 100,000) in eleven sheets. 
—■ (Miith. geogr* gen. Wim, xxvi. 1888,190.) w. m. d. 

[184, 

Bavarian forest —The physical features of 
this submountalnous district, extending north of the 
Danube below Regensburg, are described under its 
topography and geology by Dr. C. W. von Giimbel, 
and 4s climatic relations by Dr. Ebermayer, The 


article is hardly susceptible of concentration, and we 
reproduce only what Is said concerning the glaciation 
of the higher ground contemporaneous with that of 
the Alps. It is admitted that the diluvial deposits 
do not. point with distinctness to glacial action, that 
stnations and moraine-walls can hardly be recog¬ 
nized, and that the characteristic morainic landscape, 
so pronounced near the adjacent Alps, is absent here; 
but the numerous small lakes in the higher parts of 
the country (Arbor-, Rachel-, Bestrltzer-, Girgl-See 
and oihers), and the plentiful peat-swamps, the re¬ 
mains of extinct water-basins, are accepted as evi¬ 
dence of former glaciation. Among all the lakes, 
there is riot one which cannot be explained as re¬ 
sulting either from local glacial erohion, or from ob¬ 
struction of old valleys by drift-deposits. — {Deutsche 
geogr. blatter, vi. 1883, 21.) w. m. i>. |185 

(A*ii i.) 

Telegraph-line in China. — Since the destruction 
of the abort railroad from Shanghai to Wusung by 
the Chinese shortly after Its building in 1877, it has 
been thought that there would bo opposition to fur¬ 
ther introduction of foreign contrivances; and two 
years ago, when the construction of a telegraph-line 
was begun between Shanghai and Tientsin, a party 
of soldiers was detailed to guard the foreign engi¬ 
neers employed on it. The caution proved unneces¬ 
sary: and the chief difficulties encountered were the 
numerous canals, some of which had to he crossed by 
cables. The want of good roads was a serious embar¬ 
rassment when the line ran at a distance from the 
grand canal. The line is 938 miles In length, and 
required nearly twenty thousand poles. The con¬ 
struction was begun in June, 1881, at the two ter¬ 
mini, and in December was opened to public use. 
— (Pet f/«Of/r. mitti 1883, 231.) w. M. i>. [186 

Explorations in Cambodia. — Dr. N5is an¬ 
nounces his aiViVal in Laos, on the border of Siam. 
From Katnbok to Sombor the* Mekong River is a con¬ 
tinuous series of rapids, passable only for the native 
canoes. Thence above to Laos the left bank is 
encumbered with shoals. The country is chiefly 
covered with forests, which, along the river, are 
infested by Chinese pirates, who render river-traffic 
between Laos and Cambodia very limited. Laos 
contains some two hundred houses, and two thou¬ 
sand inhabitants, — Laotians and Chinese, who raise 
cotton and rice. The commerce is small, iron money 
is in us<*, and the Chinese are the chief traders. 
The ruins described bv Gamier, to examine which 
was the chief object of the expedition, were visited. 
No inscriptions were found, and but a few interest¬ 
ing carvings. A sort of oven was filled with thou¬ 
sands of pieces of hark stamped, like medals, with 
three figures of Buddha: some retained traces of 
color and gilding. Some statuettes of Buddha of 
faience were found in a vessel embedded in the cem¬ 
ent of the oven. Dr. N^is found the fauna of Laos 
essentially the same as that of Cambodia, He in¬ 
tended, at the date of writing, to penetrate as far as 
Bassak, in Siam, where he would endeavor to obtain 
as complete collections as possible, — (Complex ren¬ 
du* aoc. y4oyr. t no. 11.) w. n. o. |187 
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BOTANY. 

Influence of diminiahed atmospheric pressure 
on the growth of plants, — Experiments conducted 
by Wieler at Tubingen show, that, all other external 
conditions being the same, plants will grow more rap* 
idly under diminished atmospheric pressure. Thus, 
if a specimen of the common Windsor bean (Vida 
faba) be grown in a receptacle in which the pressure 
of the air can be controlled, it will he found to grow 
faster until the pressure has been diminished to 10O- 
300 mm.; the normal pressure under which the an¬ 
cestors of the plant have flourished being, of course* 
not far from 700 mm. if, however, the pressure is 
reduced below the smaller figure given above, the 
rate of growth diminishes. Wieler found that the 
curve of growth of the sunflower is about the same 
as that of the bean. It was further shown by his 
experiments, that growth is retarded by increased 
pressure until the minimum is reached at 2-2| atmos¬ 
pheres, from which i>olnt there is again an increase. 
Although the short abstract of these interesting re¬ 
sults sO far published Is meagre In the extreme, It In¬ 
dicates that the Held entered upon by Wieler (and by 
Bert in France) may compel us to revise some notions 
now held In regard to the adaptation of plants to their 
surroundings hi past ages, and at the present time 
upon high mountains. — ( fSoian . zeit., July C.) o. l* g. 

1188 

Pollination of Cypelln — Two Brazilian species 
of this genus of Iridcae have been studied from time 
to time by Fritz Muller, who finds a number of inter¬ 
esting peculiarities in their flowering. The flowers, 
like those of Cordia, etc., are produced in abundance 
onty on certain days, which recur more or less regu¬ 
larly, and apparently independently of climatic con¬ 
ditions. Nectar is secreted in pockets on the three 
petals, which are flexible, so that when a Xylocopa 
or Bombus, to which the flowers seem well adapted, 
alights on one in quest of nectar, it bends over with 
the weight of the bee, whose back is brought In 
contact with a stigma and the underlying anther. 
Commonly the bee goes immediately to another 
flower without try!ug the other petals of the one on 
which It has first settled, so that crossing is effected 
by it. One of the species studied proves to have 
self-impotent pollen: the other is fertile with its own 
pollen. The stingless bees (Trigona), though not 
necessarily excluded by structural peculiarities from 
the nectar, do not obtain it readily; yet their visits 
for the protectively colored (pate-bluish) pollen are 
sufficiently numerous to prevent the larger hoes from 
vislLiug the flowers in numbers. — (Berldite deutach, 
boL getelUc A, April 3, 1883.) w. T. [189 

ZOdUOOY* 

(Generalphytiolngy and embryology,) 

Influence of gravity on cell-division. — E. Pfl ti¬ 
ger, by placing fresh laid frogs* eggs in a watch-glass, 
and adding a little water with semen, and pouring It 
off in a few seconds, was able to impregnate the eggs 
without allowing the gelatinous envelopes time to 
swell. The eggs then adhered to the glass, and so 
could be brought into various positions. The first 


division occurs in three hours, and always in a verti¬ 
cal plane, no matter how the axis of the egg lies. 
When the axis of the egg (from dark to white pole) 
lies horizontally, the plane of division is still always 
vertical, but may form any angle with the ovlc axis. 
The influence of gravity is also shown in that the 
upper pole divides more rapidly than the lower. If 
the position of the egg is exactly reversed, this still 
holds true, and development progresses; so that 
repeatedly the medullary furrow, wilh its high bor¬ 
dering ridges (nervous system), was found upon the 
white side when this was uppermost. Out of seven¬ 
teen eggs, twelve developed so that the median plane 
of the body of the embryo coincided with that of the 
first division of the yolk. (This fact of a relation 
between the lines of cleavage and the axes of body is 
not novel, as PA tiger seems to think: there are many 
observations on various animals which prove such a 
relation.) From these experiments It, results that 
the topography of the organs Is not determined by 
the arrangement of the substance around the axes 
of the egg, but that the axis around which the organs 
are grouped is determined by gravity, — (PJliiger'a 
arch, phyifioL, xxxi. 311.) c. 8. M. [190 

Mammals. 

Germ-layers of rodents. — A. Fraser finds In 
the common gray rat and the house mouse the same 
arrangement of the layers as in the gulnearpig. The 
decidua appears to differ in the mode of its forma¬ 
tion from that which ordinarily obtains; and the very 
early, rapid, and voluminous formation of its solid 
mass appeals to have some close and constant rela¬ 
tion to the peculiar inversion of the blastodermic 
layers which Is found in these rodents. — ( Jmtm . 
roy . micr , soc. Lond ., June, 1883, 343.) c. a. M. [191 

Intestinal absorption of fat by lymph-cells. 
— Zawarykin has studied the small intestine during 
active digestion, making sections stained with per- 
osmic acid and plcrocarmlne. The material was 
obtained from dogs, rabbits, and white rats. The 
lymph-cells are found between the epithelial cells 
covering the follicle and in the underlying adenoid 
tissue, ahd finally in the mouths of the chylous 
vessels. These cells alone contain any fat, being 
charged with globules of various sizes. Their multi¬ 
farious irregular forms, and the Inconstant shape of 
the nucleus, indicate that they were performing 
active amoeboid movements when fixed by the osmlc 
acid. From these appearances Zawarykln concludes 
that the tymph-cells (leucocytes) resorb the fat: they 
enter the epithelium, seize the particles of fat by 
amoeboid movements, then descend between the cyl¬ 
inder-celts, through the sub-eplthellal endothelium 
and adenoid tissue, Into the roots of the chylous 
vessels. In Peyer’s patches the cells are present In 
crowds, and the resorption of fat seems particularly 
active at those points. (The presence of lymph-cells 
between the epithelial cells of the intestines has been 
known for some llmq, but the significance of tlielr 
occurrence has not been heretofore understood. Sew* 
all advanced the view that the immigrant celts remain 
and become epithelial cells; bat that appeared highly 
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improbable. The manner in which fat la absorbed 
baa been much discussed of late years, but the ex¬ 
planation given by Prof, Zawarykin appears to us 
the first satisfactory one which has been offered.) — 

( Pfluyer*» arch, physiol xxxl. 231.) C. a, M, [192 

ANTHBOPOIiOOT. 

Brain- weight of boys and girls. — In the final 
result of the comparison of the two sexes In the hu¬ 
man race, anatomical researches will form an impor- 
tant factor. Many anatomists have recognised this 
fact, and have instituted comparisons between the 
sexes from various points of view. M. Gustave le 
Hon reviews the work of M. Manouvrler and that of 
M. Bud in, both of whom aver that 44 sex has no influ¬ 
ence on braiu-weight. With them the influence of 
sex is nothing more than the influence of height; and 
if tho females as a whole exceed the males in brain- 
weight, it is simply because the weight of the body in 
the females is much below that of the males,” M, 
le Bon puts the theory of his adversaries to the test 
in a very ingenious manner 9y comparing the brains 
of males and femalpa having about the same weight. 
By this investigation it is shown that in the great 
majority of cases tho male children surpass the 
females of the same weight in their cranial circum¬ 
ference. At the same age, height, and weight of 
body, the female brain is notably smaller than that 
of the male. — (Bull. soc. anthrop. Paris , v. 624-^81.) 
jr. w. r. [193 

The Galibie.— The tribe of Galibts lives on the 
borders of the Slnamarl, and not far from Cayenne, 
in French Guiana, and it consists of only a few 
families, A group of fifteen of them were sent to 
Paris in 1882; and several gentlemen, among them. 
Mr, Manouvrler, have undertaken to study their 
physique, customs, language, etc. The Gal ibis were 
domiciled in their native fashion in the jardln <Tac- 
cUmatation , and passed their time in their ordinary 
pursuits. The skin is reddish brown, but differs 
with individuals, owing partly to mixed blood: the 
true color is also disguised by the use of paint. The 
hair and eyes are jet black. The other physical 
characters, as well as their language and occupations, 
are given with the greatest minuteness. A single 
observation will show the extreme caution with 
which fine theories should be spun. M. Cap!tan 
studied carefully the processes of making pottery 
among the Gallbls. Hamy took occasion to remark 
upon this as upon the greater rudeness of ornamenta¬ 
tion in other respects, and concluded that the Galibls 
had much degenerated since they wore first studied. 
But MortUlet recalled the discussion to a sober view 
by remarking that the specimens In our museums are 
choice objects, selected by travellers for their great 
beauty, while those made by the Galibls in the jar- 
din were by rude workmen for daily use. They show 
us the cabin of the poor, while the voyagers had 
despoiled the homes of the rich. Theories of degen¬ 
eration based upon Haray's facts were therefore un¬ 
substantial,—(Bull. soc, anthrop . Paris, v. 602.) 
J. w. P, [194 

African psychology- ~~ Max Buchner, writing to 


Awland, speaks rather encouragingly of the Bantu 
negro character. 44 The negro in his native condi¬ 
tion U not apparently of a lower grade of natural 
intelligence than the European of the common class. 
He probably excels the European in a kind of selfish 
cunning, while the restraints of moral scruples and 
of the finer feelings operate less strongly upon him. 
Yet he is not destitute of a sort of moral instinct, a 
kind of taboo conscience, that causes him to hesitate 
to do wrong. For this reason the negro is never an 
open thief.” Mr. Jefferson used to say that his 
slaves were all honest, but they could beat the world 
finding things. The negro, says Buchner, Is above 
every thing positivist, practical, materialist, and is 
inaccessible to intangible considerations. The ques¬ 
tion 4 Has the negro a religion ? * cannot be answered 
at once, either affirmatively or negatively. It must 
first be made clear what is to be understood by reli¬ 
gion. Ho has a confused mixture of vague wants 
ami superstitious impulses. A system of computing 
time can hardly be predicated of such a people; but 
they have a kind of superficial calendar of the months, 
which they make to help regulate their agricultural 
operations. The negro undoubtedly possesses all the 
capacities for education and civilization to at least as 
great an extent as our primitive ancestors. The 
fact that the psychical and intellectual, as welt as 
the physical, differences between particular races of 
men are really insignificant, is destined to be made 
plainer, the more the subject is impartially studied; 
and the efforts of certain men, learned In distinct Iona 
of types, to set up fixed marks of separation between 
them, will not succeed. — (Pop. sc. monthly, July.) 
J. w. v. [195 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

The unexampled recent Increase in the mem¬ 
bership of the American association for the advance¬ 
ment of science, from a little over one thousand just 
before the Boston meeting of 1880, to nearly two 
thousand now, implies a considerable increase in its 
funds, and should imply direct participation by the 
association in the endowment of research, which lta 
means have not hitherto permitted. No other way 
is now open for the association to advance science 
so securely. 

We desire, therefore, to call the attention of the 
executive board of the association to the direct advan¬ 
tage which would certainly result in following the 
example of the British association by making an an¬ 
nual grant to the Naples zoological station, whose 
claims and advantages have already been so well 
stated in our columns by Miss Nunn and Dr. Whit¬ 
man. The board would find no lack of applicants 
for the table thus Secured, the cost of which would 
be four hundred dollars annually, 

—Mr. George M. West of Escanaba, Mich., sends 
us a photograph of a hoe-shaped implement which is 
stated to have been made of native copper by ham¬ 
mering. The blade has a thin edge, and is said to be 
nearly nine inches long, about three inches wide, and 
one-half inch thick at the back where it joins the 
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shank. The shank is an inch square at; its union 
with Die blade, six incites long, ami half an inch 
square at its distal end. This implement was found 
j[n Brown County, Wis., and is, we believe, unique 
among the many copper objects found in North 
America, of which Wisconsin has yielded so large a 
proportion. While we have no reason to doubt the 
Statement that this implement is made of native cop¬ 
per, we should rather have it placed in our hands for 
careful examination before committing ourselves as 
to its character and use. Should it prove to be all 
that tiie photograph suggests, we should like to give 
a description, with figures. 

— In the first part of an article on 1 Zoology at the 
Fisheries exhibition/ Nature of July gives UD- 
stinLed praise to the collections, public and private, 
exhibited by the United States, and admires the 
beauty of the marine objects shown by the Naples 
zoological station. Speaking of the collections shown 
by the U, S. fish-commission, it says, “It is notan 
exaggeration to say that this collection, both on ac¬ 
count of the range and variety of its objects and the 
instructive way iu which they have been disposed and 
treated by the American commissioner, Mr. Brown 
Goode, has l>een the admiration of all visitors,” 

— According to iVafurc, the Berlin academy of 
sciences has granted the following amounts from its 
Humboldt fund: 6,000 marks ($1,250) to Dr. Otto 
Finch, for working at the collection he made during 
his journey in Polynesia; 0,000 marks ($1,500) to Dr. 
Ed. Arning (Breslau), for researches on the leprosy 
epidemic in the Hawaiian. Islands; the same amount 
to Dr. Paul Giissfeldt, to enable him to continue and 
extend his exploring tour lu the Andes of GlilJU 

— The 8oeiit4 induatrielle de Muthouse has awarded 
its silver medal ( medaillts d'artjenl horn concourtt ) to 
Mr, ( '. .1. H. Woodbury of the Boston manufacturers’ 
mutual fire-insurance company for liis book, * Fire 
protection of mills.’ 

— Dr. J. W. Mallet has resigned the professorship 
of chemistry in the University of Virginia. 
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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION AT 
MINNEAPOLIS . 

Tin-: number of people who take an interest 
in scientific discovery is very great. We may 
assume that it far exceeds estimates based on 
the support given to scientific periodicals and 
societies. Tile question is not of thousands, 
but of hundreds of thousands. Of a report, 
of Professor Tyndall’s lectures on light in 
New York, there were sold over a half-million 
copies. That was ten years ago: the popular 
interest in science has vastly increased in the 
interval. This is shown by the gain of mem¬ 
bership in the American association for the 
advancement of science, being within the last 
four years as great as in the previous thirty- 
one years. 

Compared with what may be called the 
scientific following, the number of workers in 
science is small. Upon that following the 
workers must depend for recruits, and, di¬ 
rectly or otherwise, for support. Science must 
lean on her friends: they are numerous, but 
few of them give help. There are large and 
rich communities where the local developments 
are on a par with the Pickwick club. The men 
and means for good work are not wanting, hut 
the impulse is, 4 Oh for the touch of a van¬ 
ished hand/ like that of Louis Agassiz, to 
warm the dormant interest into life ! 

For this purpose the American association 
is an effective agency. It unites in one body 
the workers and those who arc not profession¬ 
ally engaged in scientific pursuits. Its man¬ 
agement should be and is favorable to the de¬ 
sires of both classes. In the social features of 
its meetings, all share alike, and perhaps with 
equal zest. But the workers regard the meet¬ 
ings chiefly as the occasions for hearing and 
reading 4 papers.* Teachers, who form a large 
part of the membership, seek the most recent 
things of knowledge to add to their capacities 
No, 28—issa. 


for instruction. A majority of the attendants 
at the meetings come simply with a wholesome 
curiosity for the novelties of science. 

The production and delivery of 4 papers * 
at these meetings give rise to some queries. 
Is there any natural reason for expecting 
genius to burst into blossom in August rather 
t han in any other month ? If* a man of science 
is diligently pursuing some line of research, 
may not the light that never was on sea or 
land break upon him in any other of the flfly- 
two weeks than the one when he can present 
it to the annual meeting? If lie keeps back his 
announcement of progress or discovery, or if 
he brings it forward before he is fully pre¬ 
pared, does he not harm the cause of science 
and himself? 

The 4 papers * are of necessity often tech¬ 
nical and uninteresting to all except experts in 
some special line. At one of the meetings a 
certain mathematician stated the case bluntly, 
thus: 44 I shall read my paper by title only, 
as there is nobody but myself here who can 
understand it.” The rapidity with which a 
crowd of members thins out when the reading 
of a technical paper fairly begins, is at least 
suggestive. Nor should the departing crowd 
be denounced as simply unworthy of the 
pearls spread before them. They will sta} T if 
the paper has only a fair trace of popular inter¬ 
est. Doubtless many of those who leave the 
association in their first year of membership 
are disappointed. They had hoped for some¬ 
thing not quite so ‘dry.’ Yet, if the reading 
of papers were dropped, the association would 
fail to gather the workers of science at its 
meetings. * 

Plans have at times been considered for 
securing addresses from men who are known 
as popular speakers, capable of attracting 
large audiences, especially il* aided by suitable 
apparatus for the display of experiment. Ju 
various ways such a course might add largely 
to the resources and influence of the associa- 
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tion. What is vastly more ini|>ortnnt, it would 
rouse an enthusiasm for science at the* locality 
of the meeting, which, if rightly fostered, 
would give permanent results. 

The association has sought to moot some of 
these wants and difficulties by creating a lar¬ 
ger number of sections, each of which has a 
presiding officer, who is expected to deliver 
a formal address. This is an advance, but 
only a half-way measure. The papers increase 
in number every year ; and the several sections 
must all work at once and arduously to finish 
their reading in the allotted time. To many a 
member, even to a specialist w ho may be en¬ 
gaged in two distinct lines of research, comes 
the disappointment of missing the hearing of 
valuable papers when two or three are delivered 
simultaneously. 

Many of these features must appear promi¬ 
nently at the present meeting. The attend¬ 
ance will consist in greater proportion than 
usual of the popular clement. The member¬ 
ship is now so large that there is no risk of 
the meeting being insignificant in size, as at 
Dubuque in 1872. But, since Minneapolis is 
the farthest point to the west yet tried, its 
distance in list withhold many familiar faces. 
After this, we shall know better whether the 
kind invitations of Sun Francisco may be 
accepted two or three years hence. Next year 
the meeting should not be too far from the 
British association at Montreal. 

At least eight addresses will be given by 
presidents of sections, — excellent in their 
kind, but not quite a substitute for thoughts 
that breathe and words that burn. If free and 
wide discussion could be encouraged at these 
meetings, the retiring president's address 
would now give abundant occasion. Dr. Daw¬ 
son hits hard where he thinks he sees a crevice 
in the armor of the evolutionists or of the gla¬ 
cial ists, and many will chafe if there is no im¬ 
mediate opportunity to return his thrusts. But, 
while it may fail of excitement, the meeting at 
Minneapolis is very enjoyable. The city and 
vicinity are picturesque and delightful. The 
hospitality of the west is as broad as its 
prairies W. C. W- 


THE IGLOO OF THE INNUIT. — /. 

The Esquimaux of the arctic regions of 
North America call themselves ‘innuits,’ and 
their win ter-houses, built of icc and snow, 4 ig¬ 
loos.* This short explanation may be needed to 
make clear my somewhat obscure title. 

These strange huts have been incidentally 
described by many travellers in the accounts 
of their arctic explorations. But beyond the 
fact that they are rude domes of snow, in which 
these polar people live for the greater part of 
the year, little is know n of the manner of their 
construction, their internal arrangement, or of 
the conditions which have led to their exist¬ 
ence. 

The many inquiries T have been called upon 
to answer in regard to these northern cabins, 
and the misconceptions I have found even 
among the better informed of my questioner*, 
have led me to believe that an account of the 
igloo as I saw it during my life with the Innuits 
would he of interest. 

The origin of the igloo can only be guessed 
from the few facts wo know of early man. I 
will not discuss the ethnological problem which 
would identify the Innuit of the present day 
with the cave-men of Europe, but, assuming 
that it is true, will sketch a possible history of 
the ice-hut. 

These cave-men are known to have existed 
along the edges of the mer (h glace , which, 
during the iee period, overspread Europe, and 
buried it as Greenland is probably buried at the 
present day. What caused this great flow of 
frigidity to the south, or its retrogression to the 
north, it is needless to consider; suffice it to 
suppose, that our hyperboreans folio weal it in 
all its migrations. The earliest evidences of 
their history are those they left in the eaves 
of middle Europe when the glacier extended 
nearly to the Alps and Pyrenees, beyond which, 
with its outlying polar fauna of cave-men, cave- 
bears, cave-hyenas, mammoths, and reindeer, 
it never extended. 

These caves were the work of nnttire. When 
these people lived in their vicinity, it is proba¬ 
ble that they knew no other habitations, winter 
or summer, and disputed their possession with 
the many animals whose bones are found beside 
the implements and bones of the cave-men 
themselves. 

As the mer de glace , with snail-like pace, 
withdrew northward, it was followed by these 
children of the cold (the cave-men), driven, as 
some suppose, by the more powerful river-drift 
nifen, or following that climate which was the 
more congenial. 
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The cave-men in their retreat, tightly held 
by other tribes or climatic temper, when they 
readied tile older geologic formations which no 
longer gave them the welcome shelter of na¬ 
ture's rude housed (the dreary eaves), must 
have looked for it from other means; and 
these were only stones and snow-hanks. The 
former may have been used for their more 
permanent homos; hut the cold interiors of 
stone huts in such a climate must soon have 
driven them to the more comfortable and 
easily built houses that can be excavated from 
a snow-bank, and so greatly resemble their old 
cave-homes. 

During the first part of their retreat, the cave¬ 
men, cave-men no longer, were in a hilly, 
half-mountainous country, — a character of sur¬ 
face favorable to the formation of snow-drifts 
large enough to allow of pit nr excavation, in 
which a family could comfortably reside. Here, 
then, was the first igloo, rudely cut into some 
protecting bank of snow, its walls knowing no 
other construction than that of nature. Such 
rough types of arctic architectmv arc still to 
be found among the mountains, when! wood is 
unknown. 

As the migrating sea of ice debouched upon 
the shores of the Arctic Sea, and withdrew its 
icy blanket from these more northern regions, 
the ancient arctic man found himself, as lie 
reached those limits near the White Sea and 
the mouth of the iVtehora, in a flutter country. 
The snow-drifts no longer lay in such colossal 
depths. They were direct functions of the 
surface, and flattened with it. It was no longer 
possible to construct a deep enough house by 
simple excavation. The problem was proba¬ 
bly met by digging as far as possible, and com¬ 
pleting the structure with banks, which in time 
were made of blocks of snow ; for the snow 
of the arctic winter is not of that plastic 1 nature 
which will allow one to fashion it at will, as 
schoolboys their forts and imitation-men, but 
dense and compact from the extreme cold and 
the packing wind. Such wore the first typi¬ 
cal and perfect igloos, a direct outgrowth of 
the level barren lands of the arctic zone,— 
features which yet determine its geographical 
limits. 

Arctic man stopped on the shores of the sea, 
for in the rude means at hand he could follow 
tlu? lee no farther. There was another migration 
to the north, which was to affect the character 
of his dwelling: this was the migration of the 
forests. As soon as wood reached his door, 
either by direct migration of the forests or by 
drifting down the great northward-trending 
rivers, he would naturally use it^iu the con¬ 


struction of his permanent houses, as we sec 
to-day among the natives thus situated. The 
igloo was probably driven from Europe, then 
from Asia, and is now confined to certain local¬ 
ities of North America. 

From writing of the igloos of the Innuils, 
the natural inference is, that the geographical 
boundaries of the two would be the same. The 
Innuits reach from Bering Straits (and even 
southward along the Alaskan const and out¬ 
lying islands) nearly to those of Belle Isle, 
following the sinuous coast of North America 
at irregular intervals. They populate the 
western shores'of Greenland, and once occu¬ 
pied its eastern side. Vet this vast stretch of 
ocean-line must be shorn of the grimier por¬ 
tion of its length before we can narrow it down 
to the part occupied by the igloo-building In¬ 
nuits. 

The data I have already given restricting the 
igloo to the barren grounds devoid of even 
driftwood, and the fact that nearly all Esqui¬ 
maux tribes are a scaeonst-abiding people, will 
assist us in a rough but fair approximation to 
its limits, — Hunts which can Do readily made 
clear by reference to a map of the arctic re¬ 
gions of North America. The mouth of Mac¬ 
kenzie is about the dividing-line of the timber 
to the west and the barren country to the east. 
For considerable distances on both sides of its 
mouth, there is a good supply of driftwood. 
Where tins driftwood ceases on the east is the 
wester)) limit of the igloo, probably fifty to 
one hundred miles from the river. From this 
point they are font id all along the coast, on 
tin 1 portions'^ of the Parry Islands occupied 
In Esquimaux, the shores of Hudson’s Hay 
and Straits as far as Marble Island, of Cum¬ 
berland Gulf, and many of the estuaries of 
Baffin’s Bay/ The limit on the south is. I be¬ 
lieve, Hudson’s Strait, and on the east Baffin's 
Bay. 

The time during which igloos may be built 
depends on the length of the winter. In sum¬ 
mer the natives use a tent of seal or walrus 
skin. 

The pole of greatest cold is placed by Bent 
to the north of the Parry Islands, nearly upon 
the eightieth parallel, and in about 100° W. 
longitude. 1 believe the thermometrie obser¬ 
vations made in the arctic regions, straggling 
as they have been, go far towards showing 
that the magnetic and thermal poles are the 
same. This would bring the lowest temper¬ 
atures six hundred miles to the south of the 
position assigned by Bent. Wherever it may 
be, there wquld the igloo have the longest ex¬ 
istence lor the year. 
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In the winter of 1878, being near Depot Is¬ 
land in North Hudson’s Bay, wo moved into 
igloos on the 1st of November. On King Wil¬ 
liam’s Land, next spring, we abandoned snow- 
houses, and took to tents on the 17th of June, 
having lived an igloo-life for seven months and 
seventeen days. That winter uj>oii King Wil¬ 
liam’s Laud we reared our first igloo on the 
25th of September, being one month and five 
days earlier than at Depot Island the previous 
season. This would give a total of igloo-life 
for the southern part of King Will iambs I .and 
of eight months and twenty-two days, or nearly 
three-fourths of the year. This is the nearest 
to the pole of greatest cold (be it the magnetic 
pole or according to Bent) that any white men 
have lived d la Innuit . Assuming these two 
physical poles to be identical, and our posi¬ 
tion having been so near them,—being really 
only about a hundred miles distant, — we 
must have experienced about the maximum 
of annual igloo-life. Until ruing to North 
Hudson’s Bay in the spring of 1880, we, as 
well as the majority of the Esquimaux liv¬ 
ing around Depot Island, moved into tents 
about the middle of May, giving igloo-life 
for North Hud son’s Bay something over half 
the year, which is probably near the mini¬ 
mum. 

While, of course, climatic causes principally 
determine the annual longevity of the snow- 
house, they are not the only ones. As soon 
as the spring thaws commence tumbling in 
the igloos, or making their structure insecure, 
the native would gladly avail himself of a tent; 
but this he cannot do, unless there be a clear 
spot somewhere near, on which it can be 
pitched. It may he a number of days from 
the time he would accept tent-life before the 
hilltops or ridges commence peeping through 
their winter covering. The inland ridges, 
higher and more marked, covered with black 
moss, which, once through the crust, makes sad 
havoc with the biiow t , appear much sooner than 
those facing the sea, which are flatter, enabling 
the inland reindeer hunters to occupy their tents 
earlier than the seal or walrus hunters of 
the coast. Some igloo-builders will wait until 
they can kill enough seal to make a new tent 
before using one. The Ooqueesik Salik 
Esquimaux of the Dangerous Rapids of the 
Great Kish River can be said to be practically 
without tents, securing nothing, or almost 
nothing, from which to make them. They hold 
to the shelter of an igloo late in the spring, 
and seek it as soon as one can be made in the 
early winter. 

(To be continued .) 


ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PIT¬ 
UITARY BODY IN IVZTROMYZON* AND 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THAT ORGAN 

IN OTHER TYPES . 

lx the Quarterly journal of microscopical 
science (xxi, 750) I published a brief prelimi¬ 
nary account of the development of the pitnitary 
body in the lampro;, stating that it was formed 
from a part of lhe nasal sac. This account 
of a method of formation so entirely different 
from any thing that was known among the ver¬ 
tebrates was received with incredulity by Bal¬ 
four, who says (Comp, embryology, ii. 358), 
“ I have not myself completely followed its 
development, in lVtromyzon, but I have ob¬ 
served a slight diverticulum of the stomodaeuin 
which I believe gives origin to it. Fuller de¬ 
tails are in any ease required before we can 
admit so great a divergence from the normal 
development as is indicated by Scott’s state¬ 
ments.” These fuller details have long been 
nearly ready for publication, but 1 have been 
prevented by circumstances from issuing them. 
I hope shortly to continue my series of studies 
on the embryology of IVtromyzon, but, in the 
mean time, think it advisable to present this 
preliminary account. 

My friend, Dr. Dohrn of Naples, lias lately 
investigated this subject, and has come to the 
conclusion that neither Balfour nor myself can 
be correct, but that the pituitary body arises 
from an independent invagination of the epi- 
hlast, between the nasal epithelium and the 
mouth (Mitth. zooL stut. Neapel , iv. 1 hell). 
On examining Dohrn’s figures, however, I was 
much pleased to find that his disagreement with 
me is rather about terms than facts ; for these 
drawings correspond almost exactly with those 
that I have already published, and many more 
as yet unpublished. 



Fio, 1. — Sautttnl nor Hon through h e«4 of lamprey embryo, m, 
mouth; pl t pituitary IttviigirmMon; Jn, infundibulum; Ify, 
bypoblnut of throat; cA, notochord; /, upper lip. 

The development of the pituitary body, as far 
as I have been able to trace it, is as follows. 
Shortly before hatching, the mouth is formed by 
a deep invagination of the epiblast (see fig. 1* 
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taken from mv ■article in the MorphoL jnhrb 
vii). The upper lip is Rome what rounded in 
longitudinal section, and bounded anteriorly by 
a very slight depression, which is the beginning 
of the pituitary body ; but, as this is also the 
beginning of the invagination to form the nasal 
sue, 1 i have preferred not to separate them, as 
Dohrn has done. In the next stage (tig. 2) 



the nasal epithelium has become much thick¬ 
ened, tiie pituitary involution deeper, and the 
upper lip elongated so as to become triangular 
in section. At this time the cranial flexure 
has readied its maximum ; though it is far less 
than in most other groups, owing to the rela¬ 
tively small size of the fore and mid brains. 
The mouth is ventral in position, corresponding 
very closely to the selachian mouth in position 
and shape. 

Shortly after this, the upper lip begins that 
remarkable series of transformations to which, 
as I long ago pointed out, many of the most 
striking peculiarities of the cvelostome organi¬ 
zation are due. The posterior edge of the lip 
elongates rapidly, becoming triangular in sec¬ 
tion ; while the whole anterior part of the head 
rotates forwards, thus tending to correct the 
cranial flexure, and bringing the mouth to point 
somewhat forward as well 
as dow nward. By this 
process the edge of the 
lip, which in fig. 2 is 
directed backwards, now 
conies to point down¬ 
wards (fig. A) ; at the 
same time, the opening 
of the nasal pit points 
forwards instead of down¬ 
wards. The involution 
for the nasal passage and 
pituitary body has now become a long tube of 
cells, which transverse sections show us to be 

1 By- ntwiU Mfcj, I mwm the blind paMftgc, a* dUtlaguUhed 
tfona ums olfactory epithelium,. 



Fit*, a.—Section tbrouffh 
iu*ad of a very ymmsf 
lurv* of the lamproy. 
letters iw before. 


perforated by a small lumen. The end of this 
cellular tube reaches to the infundibulum, with 
which it lies iti dose contact. This }x>rtion 
will give rise to the pituitary body. Up to this 
time there has been no line of separation be¬ 
tween the pituitary involution and the nasal 
epithelium; but when the process of rotation 
of the upper Up, and correction of the cranial 
flexure, is completed, the edge of the lip 
points directly forward, having passed through 
an angle of 180°, and the opening of the nasal 
sac is on the dorsal* instead of the ventral sur¬ 
face of the head. At this time a fold appears 
below the olfactory epithelium, separating it 
distinctly from the pituitary passage. 

The pituitary body is formed from part of 
the epithelium of tins passage, and consists 
of solid follicles, separated by connective tissue. 
According to 1 )ohr» (loc. cit., p. 178), this body 
is not constricted off from the passage or nasal 
sac at any time during larval life. I have 
not. been able to satisfy myself, as yet, upon 
this point; but I am not inclined to agree 
with this view. 

As to the morphological significance of the 
pituitary body, many views have been pro¬ 
pounded, some of them bearing upon the ques¬ 
tion of the origin of the vertebrates. Some 
writers have contended that the conurio-hypo- 
physial tract through the brain is the remnant 
of the old mouth and gullet, which, in the ances¬ 
tors of the vertebrates, passed through a ring of 
nervous tissue, as in the annelids. Space will 
not permit a discussion of this hypothesis ; nor 
is such discuasiou necessary, as Balfour (Klas- 
mobranch fishes, p. 170) has stated the insu¬ 
perable objections to the view. Dohrn, in the 
pamphlet already quoted, adopts a view some¬ 
what like one originally propounded by Gdtte, 
and adds a suggestion of his own. He consid¬ 
ers the entire blind nasal sac of the lainprev 
to belong to the pituitary body, and that this 
sac has arisen from the coalescence of a pair 
of gill-slits. This hypothesis is but the carry¬ 
ing-out of the theory so ably advocated in the 
very suggestive pamphlet lleber den unsprung 
der wirbelthiere.’ But, until it can be shown 
that the vertebrate mouth is a new formation, 
the existence of pre-oral gill-clefts hardly mer¬ 
its discussion. I reserve for a latev paper the 
consideration of the origin of the vertebrate 
mouth, — a question which is the turning-point 
of the solution of all these problems. 

Balfour has suggested an explanation of the 
pituitary body. “It is, H he says (p. 85S1), 
“ clearly a rudimentary organ in existing crani¬ 
ate vertebrates; and its development indicates, 
that when functional it was probably a sense- 
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organ opening into the mouth, or else a glan¬ 
dular organ op'ening into the 1 x 1011111 ,” It seems 
to me that the facts of its development in IV- 
trornyzon negative this hypothesis. It is there 
seen to have no connection with the mouth ; 
nor is this mode of development so entirely 
exceptional as it would at first seem. Of all 
known embryos of craniate vertebrates, the 
lamprey has perhaps the smallest brain and 
the least cranial flexure ; which state of things 
allows space for a distinct invagination from 
without to reach the infundibulum. In the 
Amphibia this is seen to a less degree : the 
invagination for the 
pituitary bod y is 
formed before the 
appearance of the 


Fua. 4. — Section ibro* 
liciti] of embryo of 
Umnbluittor { after 
(lotto;. Letlcri* tw 
before. 




Ffft. 5, —Section throu«b bead of 
yotmjLf tadpole of Hotnbinator 
(after litiltv), Letter* u« be* 
fore. 


mouth, and just above it; so that, when the 
mouth appears, the two have an apparent con¬ 
nection, being crowded together by the in¬ 
creased cranial flexure. In other types — such 
as the selachian, bird, mammal, etc. — the 
brain acquires a very great size in early em¬ 
bryonic stages, and the cranial flexure is con¬ 
sequently very much increased. In these cases 
almost the only possible way for au epiblastic 
invagination to reach the infundibulum is from 
the c pi blast of the mouth. If the reader will 
compare the figures given above for the lam¬ 
prey with those from Gbtte (figs. 4 and f>) for 
the amphibian and that from Balfour for the 
selachian (fig. 6), these progressive changes 
will at once be clear. Jf era* 
bryoiogicai evidence counts 
for any thing, it would there¬ 
fore seem extremely proba¬ 
ble that the connection of 
the pituitary body with the 
mouth is only a secondary 
one, brought about by the 
greatly i increased cranial 
flexure in the higher types. 
Assuming that the invagination originally took 
place independently of the mouth, such,a sec¬ 
ondary connection would be almost a mechani¬ 
cal necessity of the great brain-growth. 



Fig, fl. —Svittion thro’ 
himil of omhryo of 
Printturii* (lifter 
Balfour). Letter* 
m before. 


Now, while I am not prepared to follow 
l)ohrn in maintaining that the entire blind 
nasal sac below the olfactory capsule of Pe- 
tromyzon really belongs to the pituitary body, 
yet I quite agree with him that the connection 
of the pituitary body with the olfactory organ 
is a secondary one. I have, in a former paper, 
stated the reasons for believing that the un¬ 
paired condition of the olfactory organ in the 
Cyclostomata is not primitive, but secondary, 
caused by the coalescence of two originally dis¬ 
tinct pits. Now, if there were, an independent 
invagination in the median line of the head, 
the causes which brought about the union of the 
two nasal sacs would also cause the latter 1o 
coincide with the pituitary involution. This 
is just what I conceive to have happened. 

if the above reasoning be correct, the fact 
would seem clear, that the pituitary bod}* is the 
remnant of some originally independent organ, 
which opened, not into the mouth, but 0 x 1 the 
surface of the head. Almost certainly this 
organ belonged to the invertebrate ancestor 
of the vertebrates. What its function was, is 
a difficult problem. Dobra’s hypothesis that 
it was formed by the coalesce nee of a pair of 
gilbelifts is untenable, not only for the reasons 
already given, but on account of the invariable 
epiblastic origin of this organ, while gill-clefts 
always arise in the vertebrates as outgrowths 
of the hypoblast. Perhaps we may modify Bal¬ 
four’s suggestion, and assume tentatively that it 
xvas a souse organ or gland which, having lost 
its function, has become rudimentary. At all 
events, it w ill be a step gained if we can estab¬ 
lish the fact that the pituitary body is an organ 
originally independent both of the mouth atxd 
of the olfactory apparatus. W. B. Scott. 

Morphological laboratory, Princeton, N.J., 

July b, im 


TUB WEATI1 Eli IN JUNE , 1888. 

Tiie monthly weather review of the U. S. 
signal-service contains in Ostial detail ro|>orts 
from all portions of the country of the weather 
conditions which characterized the month of 
June. There were no unusual meteorological 
features; the month exhibiting the 4 average 
weather,’ as far as this term can be realized. 
The destructive floods in the lower Missouri 
River, aud in the Mississippi River between 
St. Louis and Cairo, the unusual rainfall in 
that section, and severe local storms in many 
of tiie states, are the special events of note. 

The mean distribution of barometric press¬ 
ure is illustrated by the accompanying chart, 
which also contains the mean isothermal lines, 
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MOfiTUMf mu ISOBARS, lWyiJU(RMS, A up WINn-DmSCTinHS, JUNR. REPHJNTKO IN REDUCED NORM 

BY PERMISSION OP OIIIBP SlClUVomCEIi. 
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and arrows indicating the prevailing wind- 
directions. The pressure conditions are quite 
normal* the regions of highest mean press¬ 
ure being the South Atlantic and Gulf 
states, and the North Pacific coast. Eight 
areas of low pressure have been traced 
over the United States, with an average 
velocity of 24.2 miles per hour. The dis¬ 
continuance of telegraphic reports from 
stations west of the Rocky Mountains pre¬ 
vented the charting of the early portions 
of some of the storm-tracks. The pas¬ 
sage of the low areas was accompanied 
by wide-extended and in many cases se¬ 
vere local storms, though they were not 
so numerous nor so violent as those which 
occurred in the month of May. 

The departures from the normal tem¬ 
peratures were in no section large. On 
the Atlantic coast and west of the Rocky 
Mountains the temperature was slightly 
higher than the average, and over the in¬ 
terior districts slightly lower. Frosts oc¬ 
curred in many states in the first days of 


Atlantic Ocean in this month* All of these 
arc in the eastern portion, and none are traced 



lOH-OHART FOR JUNE, 1983. 


the month. 

The following table contains the rainfall 
statistics for the month : — 

Average precipitation for June, 1883. 


IMftrlcU. ' 


New Kriatlaud . . . . 

Middle Atlantic utiitea . 
Hfjutli Atlantic . . 

Florida pcnfuaula . . . 

KmaOulf. 

We«. Oulf. 

'JVmiwmet* ...... 

Ohio vnlltiy . . , . . 

Lower taken. 

Upper lake*. 

Kxtrmm* north-w«A . . 
Up|xT .Sfiit»l««tpift valley* 
M|p>tKiuri valley , , 

Northern elope . . . . 

Middle idope . . . , , 
Southern nlnpo . . . . 

Hon them plateau , * , 
North Pacific coast, . . 
Middle Pacific count . . 
South Pacific coma . . . 


Avrrag« far June. 

1 Hitfiml-wrW*;* observa¬ 
tion.. 

Coirmarlmm of 
June* 1IWR, wtUi 
the A*erax« for 
wvermJ yemn. 

Fur «ver»l 
yearn. 

Fur im. 

Inch**. 

InrhcL 

Inched 

3,W> 

3.8« 

0,21 deficiency. 

3.62 

5-22 

1.70 exooM. 

4.67 ] 

0,40 

1.02 exce**. 

6.70 

4,80 

O.W> deficiency. 

4,2* 

4.01 

0,02 CICCM, 

3.37 

3.73 

0,38 

4.34 ; 

3.40 

O.S6 deficiency. 

4.84 

4.21 

0.43 deSoienoy. 

».2« 

4.04 

0 78 ©xeewu 

4.47 

6.3* 

O.ftl 

4.10 

2.50 

1.0O deficiency* 

6.K2 

6.08 

0.M exeat*, 

6 M 

7.08 

2.92 exc om. 

2 53 

3.43, 

0.00 

SOI 

2.27 

0.20 exeee*. 

3 20 

1.70 

1,50 defloienny. 

0.40 

0,03 

0,37 deficiency. 

1.60 

0.04 

1 46 deficiency. 

0.18 

0.00 

0 18., deficiency. 

U.02 

0.04 

0.02 exccM. 


On account of the excess of rain in the Mis¬ 
souri valley, disastrous floods occurred in the 
latter part of the month. At St. Louis the 
river reached the highest point since the estab¬ 
lishment of the signal-service station. Much 
delay was experienced by the railways cen¬ 
tring in St. Louis and,Kansas City. 

Three depressions only are charted upon the 


from America to Europe. The weather over 
the North Atlantic was fair; but dense fogs 
prevailed from the coast of the United States 
eastward to the fortieth meridian. Icc was 
found as far east as 42* longitude, and as far 
south as 40 °.h latitude. During the month, 
icebergs drifted about three degrees eastward 
of the position in May. Compared with June* 
1882, there is a marked decrease in the num¬ 
ber of icebergs, and also in the amount of 
drifting field-ice. The accompanying chart 
shows the position of the ice in the month. 

An interesting diagram is published in the 
review, showing the observations made on the 
steamship Assyria during her voyage from 
New York to Bristol, May 27 to June U. 
Some of the symbols used are unexplained, 
however. The marked features are the rise 
in temperature immediately after leaving the 
Atlantic coast and the corresponding fall east 
of the fiftieth meridian, the agreement between 
the temperature and pressure curves, and the 
agreement between the temperatures of the air 
and sea-water. 

Minor displays of auroras at various stations 
were replied during the month, and on the 
80th an extensive but not brilliant display 
was noted. The number of- sun-spots and 
groups was large. The record of halos, mirage, 
and meteors is large; and two water-spouts 
were reported,—ope on Lake Erie, the other 
on Lake Monroe, iia. 

The verification of the tri-daily indications 
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show# the average of 85*1 %. Of the caution- 
ary signals displayed, 80.4 *f v were justified by 
winds exceeding twenty-five miles an hoar at 
or within one huudred miles of the station. 


THE FALL OF A BALLOONA 

Ik the August (1882) number of VAeronaut#, 
accounts were given of the different ascents made 
on the 14th of July of that year. Among these 
ascents that of Cottln and Perron was of especial 



Flfi. 1. Fid. 2. 

interest, not because of the length of the voyage, but 
from its brevity, and on account of the fall which 
ended it. The balloon had barely started from Paris 
when a rent was formed in the upper part, and the 
balloon descended at Saiut-Ouen. ThiB occurrence 
is not entirely unknown; but that which does not 




Fig. 3. 


happen often Is, that an artist, Hr. Jacque, chanced 
to be at his window, and Was able to make rapid 
drawings Of the balloon during its descent, and Mr. 
L. Gillon viewed the accident from the Place Wag- 
ram* and mode three drawings. 

Mr. Cottin* thinking that the aeronauts had not 
attached sufficient importance to his ascent, has pub- 
fished an account of it In a brochure, illustrating it 
with the drawings of Jacque and Gillon. He begins 
his statement, “It was sixteen minutes past four. 
The Wind was blowing violently 
from.the south-east. The tem¬ 
perature was 28° C. At starting, 
the voyagers felt nervous, and 
noticed some excitement In the 
movements of those who were as¬ 
sisting. Nevertheless, they start¬ 
ed, saluting the crowd, who re¬ 
sponded as only a sympathetic 
Parisian crowd knows how. 

They rose over the building 
which forms the comer of the 
Place Wagrara, Thirty kilograms of ballast was 
thrown out; and, relieved of this weight, the bal- 
1 Taken, with the UlottraUoa*, frgra CAerpnauie, Juno, 1883, 
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loon shot up. Wfib one hound It was four hundred 
metres; another, and it had reached a height of six 
hundred metres. At this time It was just twenty-four 
minutes past four. The aeronauts felt that the bal¬ 
loon seemed to stop. They were told afterwards that 
they began to turn. Cottln felt a trembling of the 
basket. Some seconds parsed. Then the noise of 
the dapping silk was heard.” 

The balloon was tom when at a height of seven 
hundred and three metres, as shown by a pocket 
barometer which Cottln had with him, and saved 
in good condition. For the first hundred and 
twenty metres of the fall the motion was regular. 
Then a swinging motion began, and finally the fall 



i‘ IU. fi. 

increased in speed. The oscillations increased enor¬ 
mously, ami the basket swung through the air with a 
dizzying velocity, At times the balloon took up an 
almost horizontal position in the direction of the 
wind. This swinging continued till a point within a 
hundred and twenty or a huudred and thirty me¬ 
tres of the earth was reached. From this point 
the fall was nearly vertical, as the silk had formed 
itself Into a parachute. During this period Mr. 
Perron threw out the last of the ballast, the guide- 
rope, and cut the cords of the anchor. Led by 
Perron’s example, Cottln threw over a bottle of cold 
coffee, which, he remarks, 4 might have injured or 
ev#u disfigured them* 1 
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Suddenly, without any shock, the basket seemed 
to drop from under their feet. A moment later they 
were violently thrown down by the sudden stopping 
of their fall. It was twenty-seven minutes past four. 
The ascension bad lasted eleven minutes, and two 
minutes were occupied by the fall of seven hundred 
and three metres. 

They found themselves suspended about two me* 
tres from the pavement in the courtyard of a house 



in Salnt-Ouen, the ropes and material of the balloon 
having caught on the roof. The yard was not more 
than four metres long by three wide. To complete 
their good luck, there was a flight of steps which 
gave them an easy means of reaching the ground. 

Mr, Jacque was In his studio, and saw the balloon 
in the air. Seeing that something unusual was hap¬ 
pening, he seized a pencil, and hastily drew the suc¬ 
cessive forms which are reproduced in figs. 1 to 4. 


As to the drawings, he says, “ I could only Indicate 
very imperfectly the ropes and basket, which I could 
hardly see. It is necessary to remark, that the phases 
represen ted ought to be supposed as following closely 
one another, and constantly hanging, I suppose 
that the time during which the fall was visible to me 
was about one minute, and the distance fallen five 
hundred metres. At the moment when I saw the bal¬ 
loon taking the last form (fig. 4), it was descending 
more rapidly, and disappeared behind 
the left slope of Montmartre. It did 
not seem more than one kilometre 
distant front me; hut in this I was 
mistaken/’ 

The sketches (fig. 0) of the fall as 
seen by M. L. GlUon are not accom¬ 
panied by any explanation. 

The figures are of interest as show¬ 
ing the form which a balloon takes 
when forming Itself into a parachute, 
and give some indication of the resist¬ 
ance offered by the air. The parachute 
was doubtless of an imperfect form, 
and offered too great a resistance. It 
bad, moreover, the fault of not hating 
a central opening, on which account 
the air could only escape laterally, and 
gave rise to the fearful oscillations. 
In an actual parachute the central hole, of large size, 
allows easy escape to the air, and the oscillations are 
slight. It can almost be said that the resistance of a 
parachute increases with the size of the opening. 

The balloon tore on Its upper side on account of 
the disproportion in the ropes. The lower part, 
reversing, formed a closed parachute. It is not sin¬ 
gular that the balloon should have taken such strange 
shapes while falling. 



AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE. 


A D DRESS OF THE RETIRING PRESI¬ 
DENT, DR. J. W. DAWSON, AT MIN¬ 
NEAPOLIS, AUG. 16, 1883. 


SOME UNSOLVED PROBLEMS IK GEOLOGY. 

My predecessor In office remarked, in the opening 
of his address, that two courses are open to the retir¬ 
ing president of this association in preparing the 
annual presidential discourse,—he may either take 
up some topic relating to hts own specialty. Of he roiiy 
deal with various or general matters relating to sci¬ 
ence and its progress. A geologist, however, is not 
necessarily tied up to one or the other alternative, 
His subject covers the whole history of the earth in 
time. At the beginning It allies Itself with astronomy 
ami physics and celestial chemistry. At the end it 
runs into human history, and is mixed up wljh arche¬ 
ology and anthropology. Throughout its whole course 
it lias to deal with questions of meteorology, geogra¬ 
phy, and biology. Iu short, there is no department of 


physical or biological science with which geology Is not 
allied, or at least on which the geologist may not pre¬ 
sume to trespass, When, therefore, I announce as 
my subject on the present occasion some of the un¬ 
solved problems of this universal science, yon need not 
be surprised if I should be somewhat discursive. 

Perhaps I shall begin at the utmost limbs of 
my subject by remarking that in matters of nat¬ 
ural and physical science we are met at the outset 
With the scarcely solved question as to our own 
place tn the nature which wo study, and the bear¬ 
ing of this on the difficulties we encounter. The 
organism of man is decidedly a part of nature. We 
place ourselves, in this aspect, in the sub-kingdom 
vertebrata, and class mammalia, and recognize the 
fact that man is the terminal link in a chain of 
being, extending throughout geological time. But 
the organism Is not all of man; and, wizen we 
regard man as a scientific animal, we raise a new 
question. If the human mind is a part of nature* 
then H is subject to natural law; and nature to* 
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eludes mind as well as matter. On the other band, 
without being absolute Idealists, we may hold that 
mind is more potent than matter, and nearer to 
the real essence of things, Our science is In any 
case necessarily dualist to, being the product of the 
reaction of mind on nature, and must be largely 
subjective and anthropomorphic. Hence, no doubt, 
arise much of the controversy of science, and much 
of the unsolved difficulty. We recognise this when 
we divide science into that which is experimental, 
or depends on apparatus, and that which is observa¬ 
tional and classiftcatory, —> distinctions, these, which 
relate not so much to the objects of science as to our 
methods of pursuing them. This view also opens 
up to us the thought that the domain of science is 
practically boundless; for who can set limits to the 
action of mind <m the universe, or of the universe 
ou mind? It follows that science must be limited 
on all sides by unsolved mysteries; and It will not 
serve any good purpose to meet these with clever 
guesses* If we so treat the enigmas of the sphinx 
nature, we shall surely be devoured. Nor, on the 
other band, roust we collapse Into absolute despair, 
and resign ourselves to the confession of Inevitable 
ignorance* It becomes us, rather, boldly to confront 
the unsolved questions of nature, and to wrestle with 
their difficulties till we master such as we can, and 
cheerfully leave those we cannot overcome to be 
grappled with by our successors* 

Fortunately, as a geologist, I do not need to invite 
your attention to those transcendental questions 
which relate to the ultimate constitution of matter, 
the nature of the ethereal medium filling space, the 
absolute difference or identity of chemical elements, 
the cause of gravitation, the conservation and dissipa¬ 
tion of energy, the nature of life, or the primary ori¬ 
gin of bioplasmic matter. I may take the much more 
humble rdlc of an Inquirer into the unsolved or 
partially solved problems which meet us in consider¬ 
ing that short and imperfect record which geology 
studies in the rocky layers of the earth's crust, and 
which leads no farther back than to the time when a 
solid rind had already formed on the earth and was 
already covered with an ocean. This record of geol¬ 
ogy covers but a small part of the history of the earth 
and of the system to which it belongs, nor does it 
enter at ail into the more recondite problems in¬ 
volved; stiff it forms, I believe, some necessary prep¬ 
aration, at least, to the comprehension of these. 

What do we know of the oldest and most primitive 
rocks? At this moment the question may be an- 
awered in many arid discordant ways; yet the leading 
elements of the answer may be given very simply* 
The oldest rock formation known to geologists is the 
lower Laurentian, the fundamental gneiss, the Lew- 
islan formation of Scotland, the Ottawa gneiss of 
Canada. This formation of enormous thickness 
corresponds to what the older geologists called the 
fundamental granite, — a name not to be scouted, 
for gneiss is only a stratified granite. Perhaps the 
main fact ip relation to this old rock is that it is a 
gneiss; that is, a rook at once bedded and crystal¬ 
line, and having* for its dominant ingredient the 


mineral orthoclase, — a compound of silica, alumina, 
and potash, —in which are embedded, as in a paste, 
grains and crystals of quartz and hornblende. We 
know very well, from Its texture and composition, that 
it cannot be a product of mere heat; and, being a bed¬ 
ded rock, we infer that it was laid down layer by 
layer, in the manner of aqueous deposits. On the 
other hand, its chemical composition is quite differ¬ 
ent from that of the muds, sands, and gravels usually 
deposited from water* Their special characters are 
caused by the fact that they have resulted from the 
slow decay of rocks like these gneisses, under the 
operation of carbonic acid and water, whereby the al¬ 
kaline matter and the more soluble part of the silica 
have been washed away, leaving a residue mainly sili¬ 
ceous and aluminous* Such more modem rocks tel) 
of dry land subjected to atmospheric decay and rain- 
wash. If they have any direct relation to the old 
gneisses, they Are their grandchildren, not their par¬ 
ents. On the contrary, the oldest gneisses show no 
pebbles, or sand, or limestone — nothing to indicate 
that there was then any land undergoing atmospheric 
waste, or shores with sand and gravel. For all that 
we know to the contrary, these old gneisses may have 
been deposited in a shoreless sea, holding in solution 
or suspension merely what it could derive from a 
submerged crust recently cooled from a state of fusion, 
still thin, and exuding here and there through its 
fissures heated waters and volcanic product*. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that I have no con¬ 
fidence In the supposition of unlike composition of 
the earth’s mass on different sides, on which Dana 
has partly based his theory of the origin of conti¬ 
nents. The most probable conception seems to be 
that of Lyell; namely, a molten mass, uniform except 
In so far as denser material might exist toward its 
centre, and a crust at first approximately even and 
homogeneous, and subsequently thrown into great 
bendings upward and downward* This question has 
recently been ably discussed by Hr, Crosby in the 
London Geological magazine, l 

In short, the fundamental gneiss of the lower Lau- 
rontian may have been the first rock ever formed; 
and in any case it is a rock formed under conditions 
which have not since recurred, except locally. It 
constitutes the first and best example of these chcmf- 
co-physical, aqueous or aqueo-igneous rocks, so char¬ 
acteristic of the earliest period of the earth’s history. 
Viewed in this way, the lower Latkrentian gneiss is 
probably the oldest kind of rock we shall ever know, 
— the limit to our backward progress, beyond which 
there remains nothing to the geologist, except physi¬ 
cal hypotheses respecting a cooling, incandescent 
globe. For the chemical conditions of these primi¬ 
tive rocks, and what is known as to (heir probable 
origin, J must refer you to my friend Dr, Sterry 
Hunt, to whom we owe so much of what Is known 
of the older crystalline rocks, a as well as of their lit¬ 
erature and the questions which they raise. My 
purpose here Is to sketch the remarkable difference 
which .we meet as we ascend into the middle and 
upper Laurentian* 

1 June, MSS. * Hunt, K««ay» on cbomlo»l geology* 
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In the next succeeding formation, the true lower 
Laurentian of Logan, the Grenville series of Canada, 
we meet with a great and significant change. It is 
true, we have stilt a predominance of gneisses which 
may have been formed in the same manner with those 
below them; but we find those now associated with 
great beds of limestone and dolomite, which must 
have been formed by the separation of calcium and 
magnesium carbonates from the sea-water, either by 
chemical precipitation or by the agency of living 
beings. We have also quartzite, quartzose gneisses, 
and even pebble beds, which inform us of sand-banks 
and shores. Nay, more, we have beds containing 
graphite which must be the residue of plants, and 
iron ores which tell of the deoxidation of (run oxide 
by organic matters. In short, here we have evidence 
of new factors in world-building,—of iand and ocean, 
of atmospheric decay of rocks, of deoxidizing pro¬ 
cesses carried on by vegetable Jife on the land and 
in the waters, of limestone-building In the sea. To 
afford material for such rocks, the old Ottawa gneiss 
must have been lifted up into continents and moun¬ 
tain masses. Under the slow but sure action of the 
carbonic dioxide dissolved in rain-water, its felspar 
had crumbled down in the course of ages. Its pot¬ 
ash, soda, lime, magnesia, and part of its silica, had 
been washed into the sea, there to enter into new 
combinations, and to form new deposits. The crum¬ 
bling residue of fine clay and sand had been also 
washed down into the borders of the ocean, and had 
been there deposited In beds . 1 Thus the earth had 
entered Into a new phase, which continues onward 
through the geological ages; and I place in your 
hands one key for unlocking the mystery of the world 
when I affirm that this great change took place, this 
new era was inaugurated, in the midst of the Lau- 
rentian period. 

Was not this time a fit period for the first appear¬ 
ance of life ? Should we not expect It to appear, 
independently of the evidence we have of the fact? 
I do not propose to enter here into that evidence, 
more especially in the case of the one well character¬ 
ized Laurentian fossil, Eozoon canadense. I hate 
already amply illustrated it elsewhere. I would 
merely say here, that we should bear in mind that in 
this later half of the lower Laurentian, or, if we so 
choose to style U, middle Laurentian period, we have 
the conditions required for life In the sea and on the 
land; ami, since in other periods we know that life 
was always present when its conditions were present, 
it is not unreasonable to look for the first traces of 
life in this formation, In which we find for the first 
time the completion of those physical arrange menu 
which make life, lu such forms of it as exist on our 
planet, possible. 

This Is also a proper place to say something of the 
doctrine of what Is termed * metamorphlsm.’ The 
Laurentian rocks are undoubtedly greatly changed 
from their original state* more especially In the mat* 
ters of crystallization and the formation of desseml- 

1 Dr. Hnnt ha* now In preparation for th« pres* arUrtfportant 
paper on ibis subject, read before tbe National academy of ■<jf. 
er»g«B. 


noted minerals by the action of heat and heated 
water. Sandstones have thus passed Into quartzites, 
clays into slates and schists, limestones into marbles. 
So far, metamorpUIsm is not a doubtful question; 
but, when theories of metamorphism go so far as to 
suppose an actual change of one element for another, 
they go beyond the bounds of chemical credibility; 
yet such theories of metamorpUIsm are often boldly, 
advanced, and made the basis of important conclu¬ 
sions. Dr. Hunt has happily given the name 4 meta- 
somatosta’ to this imaginary and impossible kind of 
metamorphism, which may be regarded as an extreme 
kind of evolution, akin to some of those forms of 
that theory employed with reference to life, but more 
easily detected and exposed. I would have it tu be 
understood, that, In speaking of the metamorphism 
of the older crystalline rocks, it is not to this meta- 
sow atosis that I refer, and that I hold that rocks 
which have been produced out of the materials de¬ 
composed by atmospheric erosion can never, by any 
process of metamorphism, be restored to the precise 
condition of the Laurentian rocks. Thus there U 
in the older formations a genealogy of rocks, which, 
in the absence of fossils, may bo used with some con¬ 
fidence, but which does not apply to the more modem 
deposits. Still, nothing in geology absolutely perishes 
or is altogether discontinued; and it is probable, that, 
down to the present day, the causes which produced 
the old Laurentian gneiss may still operate in limited 
localities. Then, however, they were general, not 
exceptional. It is further to be observed, that the 
term 4 gneiss ’ is sometimes of wide and even loose 
application. Beside the typical orthoclase and horn- 
blend ic gneiss of the Laurentian, there are mica¬ 
ceous, quartzose, garnetlferous, and many other kinds 
of gneiss; and even gnelssose rocks, which hold lab- 
radorlte or anorthite instead of orthoclase, are some¬ 
times, though not accurately, Included in the term. 

The Grenville series, or middle Laurentian, Is suc¬ 
ceeded by what I^ogan in Canada called the upper Lau¬ 
rentian, and which other geologists have called the 
Norite or Norian series.* Here we still have our old 
friends the gneisses, but somewhat peculiar in type; 
and associated with them are great beds rich in lime- 
felspar, ^ the so-called labradorite and anorthite 
rocks. The precise origin of these Is uncertain, but 
this much seems dear; namely, that they originated 
in circumstances in which the great limestones depos¬ 
ited in the lower or middle Laurentian were begin¬ 
ning to be employed In the manufacture, probably by 
aqueo-Igneous agencies, of lime-felspars. This proves 
the Norian rocks to be much younger than the Lau¬ 
rentian, and that, as Logan Supposed, considerable 
earth-movements had occurred between the two, 
implying lapse of time. 

Next we have the Huronian of Logan, — a series 
much less crystalline and more fragmentary, and 
affording more evidence of land elevation and atmos¬ 
pheric and aqueous erosion, than any of the others. 
It has great conglomerates, some of them made up of 
rounded pebbles of Laurentian rocks, and others of 
quartz pebbles, which must have been the remains 
of rocks subjected to very perfect elusion. The pure 
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quartz rock# tel] the same talc, while limestone® and 
slates speak also of chemical separation of the mate¬ 
rials of older rocks. The Huronian evidently tells of 
movements in the previous Laurentian, and changes 
In Its texture so great, that the former may be 
regarded as a comparatively modem rock, though 
vastly older than any part of the paleozoic series. 

fHUl later than the Huronian is the great mica¬ 
ceous series called by Hunt the Mont Alban or White 
Mountain group, and the Taconlan or lower Taconic 
of Emmons, which recalls in some measure the con¬ 
ditions of the Huronian. The precise relations of 
these to the later formations, and to certain doubtful 
deposits around Lake Superior, can scarcely be said 
to be settled, though it would seem that they are all 
older than the fossilIferous Cambrian rocks which 
practically constitute the base of the paleozoic. I 
have, I may say, satisfied myself, in region# which I 
have studied, of the existence and order of these 
rocks as successive formations, though I would not 
dogmatize as to the precise relations of those last 
mentioned, or as to the precise age of some disputed 
formations which may either be of the age of the 
older eozoic formations, or may be peculiar kinds of 
paleozoic rock* modified by metamorphism. Prob¬ 
ably neither of the extreme views now agitated la 
absolutely correct. 

After what has been said, you will perhaps not be 
astonished that a great geological battle rages over 
the old crystalline rocks. By some geologists they 
are almost entirely explained away, or referred to 
Igneous action or to the alteration of ordinary sedi¬ 
ments. Under the treatment of another school, they 
grow to great series of pre-Cambrian rocks, constitut¬ 
ing vast systems of formations, distinguishable from 
each oilier, not by fossils, but by differences of min¬ 
eral character. I have already indicated the manner 
in which I believe the dispute will ultimately be set¬ 
tled, and the president of the geological section will 
treat it more fully In his opening address. 

After the solitary appearance of Eozoon In the 
Laurentlan, and of a few uncertain forma in the Hu¬ 
ronian and Taconlan, we find ourselves in the Cam¬ 
brian, In the presence of a nearly complete Invertebrate 
fauna of protozoa, polyps, echlnoderras, nioIJiwks, 
and Crustacea; and this not confined to one locality 
merely, but apparently extended simultaneously 
throughout the ocean. This sudden incoming of 
animal life, along with the subsequent Introduction 
of successive groups of invertebrates, and finally of 
vertebrate animals, furnishes one of the greatest of 
the unsolved problems of geology, which geologists 
were wont to settle by the supposition of successive 
creations. In an address delivered at the Detroit 
meeting of the association In 1875,1 endeavored to 
set forth the facts as to this succession, and the gen¬ 
eral principles Involved in it, and to show the insuf¬ 
ficiency of the theories of evolution suggested by 
biologists to give any substantial aid to the geologist 
in these questions. In looking again at the points 
there set forth, I find they have not been invalidated 
by subsequent discoveries, and that we arc still nearly 
in the some position with respect to these great ques¬ 


tions that we were in at that time, — a singular proof 
of the ini potency of that deductive method of reason¬ 
ing which has become fashionable among naturalists 
of late. Yet the discussions of recent years have 
thrown some additional light on these matters; and 
none more so than the mild disclaimers with which 
my friend Dr. Asa Gray and other moderate and sci¬ 
entific evolutionists have met the extreme views of 
such men as Romanes, Haeckel, Lubbock, and Grant 
Allen. It may be useful to note Borne of these as 
shedding a little light on this dark comer of our 
unsolved problems. 

It has been urged on tbe side of rational evolution, 
that this hypothesis does not profess to give an expla¬ 
nation of the absolute origin of life on our planet, 
or even of the original organization of a single cell or 
of a simple mass of protoplasm, living or dead. AU 
experimental attempts to produce by synthesis the 
complex albuminous substances, or to obtain the liv¬ 
ing from tbe non-living, have so far been fruitless; 
and, indeed, w r e cannot imagine any process by which 
such changes could be effected. That they have been 
effected we know; but the process employed by their 
maker is still as mysterious to us as it probably was 
to him who wrote the words, * And God said Jet the 
waters swarm with swarmers,’ How vast is the gap 
in our knowledge and our practical power implied In 
this admission, which must, however, be made by 
every mind not absolutely blinded by a superstitious 
belief in those forms of words which too often pass 
current as philosophy 1 

But if we are content to start with a number of 
organisms ready made, — a somewhat humiliating 
start, however, — we still have to ask, How do these 
vary so as to give new species? It is a singular illu¬ 
sion In this matter, of men who profess to be believ¬ 
ers In natural law, that variation may be boundless, 
aimless, and fortuitous, and that it Is by spontaneous 
selection fronNv&rieties thus produced that develop¬ 
ment arises. But surely the supposition of mere 
chance and magic is unworthy of science. Varieties 
must have causes, and their causes and their effects 
must be regulated by some law or laws, Xow, it is 
easy to see that they cannot be caused by a mere in¬ 
nate tendency In the organism itself. Every organism 
is so nicely equilibrated, that it .has no such sponta¬ 
neous tendency, except within the limits set by Its 
growth and the law of Us periodical changes. There 
may, however, be equilibrium more or less stable, I 
believe all attempts hitherto made have failed to ac¬ 
count for the fixity of certain, nay, of very many, 
types throughout geological time; but the mere con¬ 
sideration that one may be in a more stable state of 
equilibrium than another so far explains it. A rock¬ 
ing stone has no more spontaneous tendency to move 
than an ordinary bowlder, but it may be made to 
move with a touch. So it probably is with organ¬ 
isms. But, if so, then the causes of variation are 
external, as in many cases we actually know them to 
be; and they must depend on Instability or change 
in surroundings, and this so arranged as not to be too 
extreme in amount, and to operate in some determi¬ 
nate direction. Observe how remarkable the unity 
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of the adjustments involved in such a supposition. 
How superior they must be to our rude and always 
more or less unsuccessful attempts to produce and 
carry forward varieties and races in defbiHe direc¬ 
tions! This cannot be chance. If it exists, It must 
depend on plans deeply laid in the nature of things, 
else it would be most monstrous magic and causeless 
miracle. Still more certain Is this conclusion when 
we consider the vast and orderly succession made 
known to us by geology, and which must have been 
regulated by fixed laws, only a few of which are as 
yet known to us. 

Beyond these general considerations, we have others 
of a more special character, ba*od on paleontological 
facts, which show how imperfect are our attempts, as 
yet. to reach the true causes of the introduction of 
genera and species. 

One is the remarkable fixity of the leading types of 
living beings iti geological time. If instead of fram¬ 
ing, like Haeckel, fanciful phytogenies, we take the 
trouble, with Barrande and Gaudry, to trace the forms 
of life through the period of their exigence, each 
along its own line, we shall be greatly struck with 
this, and especially with the continuous existence of 
many tow types of life through vicissitudes of physi¬ 
cal conditions of the most stupendous character, and 
over a lapse of time scarcely conceivable. What is 
still more remarkable is, that this holds in groups 
which, within certain limits; are perhaps the most 
variable of all. In the present world no creatures 
are individually more variable than the protozoa; as, 
for example, the foramiuifera and the sponges. Tet 
these groups are fundamentally the same, from the 
beginning of the palaeozoic until how; and modem 
species seem scarcely at all to differ from specimens 
procured from rocks at least half-way back to the 
beginning of out geological record. If we suppose 
that the present sponges and foramiuifera are the 
descendants of those of the Silurian iwriod, we can 
affirm, that, In all that vast lapse of time, they have, 
on the whole, made little greater change than that 
which may be observed in variable forms at present. 
The same remark applies to other tow animal forms. 
In forms somewhat higher and less variable, this is 
equally noteworthy. The pattern of the venation of 
the wings of cockroaches, and the structure and form 
of land-snails, gally-worms, and decapod crustaceans, 
were all settled in the carboniferous age in a way that 
still remains. So were the foliage and the fructifica¬ 
tion of club-mosses and ferns. If at any time mem¬ 
bers of these groups branched off, so as to lay the 
foundation of new species, this must have been a 
very rare and exceptional occurrence, and one de¬ 
manding even some suspension of the ordinary laws 
of nature. 

Certain recent utterances of eminent scientific men 
in England and France are most instructive with 
reference to the difficulties which encompass this 
subject. Huxley, at present the leader of English 
evolutionists, in his * Rede lecture* 1 delivered at 
Cambridge, England, holds that there are only two 
* possible alternative hypotheses * as to the origin of 
; Beport in Nature, Jurw 21/oorroetiMl by tbs author. 
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species, — (l) that of 1 construction,* or the mechan¬ 
ical putting-together of the materials and parts of 
each new specie* separately; and (2) that of * evolu¬ 
tion,* or that one form of life ‘proceeded from an¬ 
other* by the ‘establishment of small successive 
differences.* After comparing these modes, much 
to the disadvantage of the first, he concludes with 
the statement that “ this was his case for evolution, 
which he rested wholly on arguments of the kind he 
had adduced;** these arguments being the thread¬ 
bare false analogy of ordinary reproduction and the 
transformation of species, and the mere succession of 
forms more or less similar in geological time, neither 
of them having any bearing whatever on the origin 
of any species or on the cause of the observed suc¬ 
cession. With reference to the two alternatives, while 
It is true that no certain evidence has yet been ob¬ 
tained— either by experiment, observation, or sound 
induction — as to the mode of origin of any species, 
enough Is known to show that there are numerous 
possible methods* grouped usually under the heads 
of absolute creation; mediate creation, critical evolu¬ 
tion, and gradual evolution. It is also true that 
almost the only thing we certainly know in the mat¬ 
ter, is that the differences characteristic of classes, 
orders, genera, and species, must have arisen, not in 
one or two, but iu mauy ways. An instructive com¬ 
mentary on tbp capacity of our age to deal with these 
great questions is afforded by the fact that this little 
piece of clever mental gymnastic should have been 
practised id a university lecture ami in presence of 
an educated audience. It i* also deserving of notice, 
that, though the lecturer takes the development of 
the Nautili and their allies as hi* principal Illustra¬ 
tion, he evidently attaches no weight to the argument 
in the opposite sense deduced by Barrande — the man 
of all others most profoundly acquainted with these 
animals — from the paleozoic cephalopoda. 

Another example Is afforded by a lecture recently 
delivered at the Royal Institution in London by Pro¬ 
fessor Flower. 1 The subject is, 4 The whales, pa>t 
and present, and their probable origin.* The latter 
point, as is well known, Gaudry had Candidly given 
up. 4< We have questioned,** he says, “ these strange 
and gigantic sovereigns of the tertiary oceans as to 
their ancestors, *— they leave us without reply.*’ 
Flower is bold enough to face this problem; and he 
doe* so in a fair and vigorous way, though limit¬ 
ing himself to the supposition of slow and gradual 
change. He give* up at once, as every anatomist 
must, the Idea of an origin from fishes or reptiles. 
He thinks the ancestors of the whales must have 
been quadrupedal mammals. He Is obliged for good 
reasons to reject the seals and the otters, and turns' 
to the ungulates, though here, also, the difficulties are 
formidable. Finally he has recourse to an imaginary 
ancestor, supposed to have haunted marshes and riv¬ 
er! of the mesozoic age, and to have been interme¬ 
diate between a hippopotamus and a dolphin, and 
omnivorous in diet. As this animal is altogether 
unknown to geology or zodtogy, and not much less 
difficult to account for than the whales themselves, 

’ 1 Reported in Nature ‘ 
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he very properly adds, * Please to recollect, however, 
that this is a mere speculation.’ He trusts, however, 
that such speculations are ‘not without their use; 1 
but this will depend upon whether or not they lead 
men’s minds from the path of legitimate science into 
the quicksands of baseless conjecture, 

Gaudry, in his recent work, * Enchainements du 
momie animal/ 1 though n strong advocate of evolu¬ 
tion, is obliged in his final r$mim4 to say, “II no 
laisse point percer ie mystbre qui entoure le deve- 
Joppement jrrlmitif des grandes classes du moride 
antrual. Nul honime ne salt comment ont dtd formtfa 
les premiers indivldus de for&inlnifbres, de polypes, 
d’etoiies de mer, de rrinoides, etc. Des fossiies pri- 
maires ne nous ont pas encore fourni de preuves 
positives du passage des aniraaux d’une ciasse h eeux 
(Tuna autre classe.** 

Professor Williamson of Manchester, in an address 
delivered in February last before the Koyal institu¬ 
tion of Great Britain, after showing that the conifers, 
ferns, ami lyeopods of the paleozoic have no known 
ancestry, uses the significant words, *• The time has 
not yet arrived for the appointment of a botanical 
king-al arms and constructor of pedigrees.’* 

Another c&utiou which a paleontologist haft occa¬ 
sion to give with regard to theories of life has ref¬ 
erence to the tendency of biologists to infer that 
animals and plants were introduced under embryonic 
forms, and at first Jn few and imperfect species. 
Facts do not substantiate this. The first appearance 
of leading types of life is rarely embryonic. On the 
contrary, they often appear in highly perfect and 
specialized forms; often, however,of composite type, 
and expressing characters afterwards so separated as 
to belong to higher groups. The triiobites of the 
Cambrian are some of them of few segments, and, so 
far, embryonic; but the greater part are many-seg- 
mented and very complex. The batrachlans of the 
carboniferous present many characters higher than 
those of their modem successors, and now appropri¬ 
ated to the true reptiles. The reptiles of the Per¬ 
mian and trias usurped some of the prerogatives of 
the mammals. The ferns, lycopods, and equisetums 
of the Devonian and carboniferous were, to say the 
least, not inferior to their modern representatives. 
The shell-bearing cephalopods of the paleozoic would 
seem to have possessed structures now special to a 
higher group, that of the cuttle-fishes. The bald and 
contemptuous negation of these facts by Haeckel 
and other biologists does not tend to give geologists 
much confidence in their dicta. 

Again: we are now prepared to say that the strug¬ 
gle tot existence, however plausible as a theory, 
when put before m in connection with the produc¬ 
tiveness of animals, and the few survivors of their 
multitudinous progeny, has not been the determin¬ 
ing cause of the introduction of new species. The 
periods <rf rapid introduction of new forms of marine 
life were not periods of struggle, but of expansion, — 
those periods in which the submergence of continents 
afforded new and large space for their extension 
and comfortable subsistence. In like manner it was 
i pans, tm* 


continental emergence that afforded the opportunity 
for the introduction of land animals and plants. 
Further, in connection with this, it is now an estab¬ 
lished conclusion, that the great aggressive faunas 
and floras of the continents have originated in the 
north, some of them within the arctic circle; and this 
in periods of exceptional Warmth, when the perpetual 
Rummer sunshine of the arctic regions coexisted with 
a warn temperature. The testimony of the rocks 
thus is, that not struggle, but expansion, furnished 
the requisite conditions for new forms of life, and 
that the periods of struggle were characterised by 
depauperation and extinction. 

But we are sometimes told that organisms are 
merely mechanical, and that the discussions respect¬ 
ing their origin have no significance, any more than 
If they related to rocks or crystals, because they re¬ 
late merely to the organism considered as a machine, 
and not to that which may be supposed to be more 
important; namely, the great determining power of 
mind and will. That this Is a mere evasion, by 
which we really gain nothing, will appear from a 
characteristic extract of an article by ah eminent 
biologist, in the new edition of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, — a publication which, I am sorry to say, 
instead of its proper rt)le as a repertory of facts, has 
become a strong partisan, stating extreme and un¬ 
proved speculations as if they were conclusions of 
science. The statement referred to Is as follows: 
“ A mass of living protoplasm is simply a molecular 
machine of great complexity, the total results of the 
working of which, or ite vital phenomena, depend 
on the one hand , on Its construction, and, on the 
other, on the energy supplied to it; and to speak of 
vitality as any thing but the name for a series of 
operation" Is as If one should talk of the horologity 
of a clock." It would, I think, scarcely be possible 
to put Into the same number of words a greater 
amount of unscientific assumption and unproved 
statement than in this sentence. ■ Is 4 living proto¬ 
plasm* different in any way from dead protoplasm/ 
and, If so, what causes tl>e difference? What is a 
‘ machine * ? Can we conceive of a self-produced or 
uncaused machine, or one not intended to work out 
some definite results? The results of the machine 
in question are said to be ‘vital phenomena;* cer¬ 
tainly most wonderful results, and greater than those 
of any machine man has yet been able to construct. 
But why ‘vital’? If there is no such thing as life, 
surely they are merely physical results. Can me¬ 
chanical causes produce other than physical effects ? 
To Aristotle, life was ‘ the cause of form in organ-' 
isms.* Is not this quite as likely to be true as the 
converse proposition ? If the vital phenomena de¬ 
pend on the ‘construction* of the machine; and the 
‘energy supplied to it,* whence this construction, and 
whence this energy ? The Illustration of the clock 
does not help us to answer this question. The con¬ 
struction of the clock depends on its maker, audits 
energy is derived from the hand that winds it up. 
If we can think of a clock which no one has made 
and which no one winds, —a clock constructed by 
chance, set in harmony with the universe by chance, * 
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wound up periodically by chance,— we shall then 
have an idea parallel to that of an organism living, 
yet without any vital energy or creative law; but in 
such a case we should certainly have to assume some 
antecedent cause, whether we cal) it ‘horoJogity’ or 
by some other name. Perhaps the term * evolution ’ 
would serve as well as any other, were it not that 
common sense teaches that nothing can be sponta¬ 
neously evolved out of that in which it did not 
previously exist. 

There is one other unsolved problem, in the study 
of life by the geologist, to which it is still necessary 
to Advert. This is the inability of paleontology to 
fill up the gaps in the chain of being. In this re¬ 
spect, we are constantly taunted with the imperfec¬ 
tion of the record; but facts show that tins is much 
more complete than is generally supposed. Over 
long periods of time and many lines of being, we 
hare a nearly continuous chain; and, if this does not 
show the tendency desired, the fault is as likely to be 
in tbe theory as in the record. On the other band, 
the abrupt and simultaneous appearance of new types 
lit many specific and generic forms, and over wide 
and separate areas at one and the same time, is too 
often repeated to be accidental. Hence paleontolo¬ 
gists, In endeavoring to establish evolution, have been 
obliged to assume periods of exceptional activity in 
the introduction of species, alternating with others 
of stagnation,—a doctrine differing very little from 
that of special creation as held by tbe older geologists. 

The attempt has lately been made to account for 
these breaks by the assumption that the geological 
record relates only to periods of submergence, and 
gives no information as to those of elevation. This 
Is manifestly untrue. In so far as marine life is 
concerned, the periods of submergence are those in 
which new forma abound for very obvious reasons 
already hinted. But the periods of new forms of 
land and fresh-water life are those of elevation, and 
these have their own records and monuments, often 
very rich and ample; as, for example, the swamps of 
the carboniferous, the transition from the cretaceous 
subsidence to the Laramie elevation, the tertiary 
lake-basins of the west, the terraces and raised 
beaches of tbe pleistocene. Had I time to refer in 
detail to the breaks in the continuity of Jlfe, which 
cannot be explained by the imperfection of the rec¬ 
ord, I could show at least that nature, in this case, 
does advance per aattum, —* by leaps, rather than by 
a slow continuous process. Many able reasoners, as 
LeConte In this country, and Mivart and Collard in 
England, hold this view. 

Here, as elsewhere, a vast amount of steady con¬ 
scientious work is required to enable us tp solve the 
problems of the history of life. But,' if so, the more 
the hope for the patient student and investigator. I 
know nothing more chilling to research, or unfavor¬ 
able to progress, than the promulgation of a dogmatic 
decision that there is nothing to be learned but a 
merely fortuitous and uncaused succession, amenable 
to no law, and only to be covered, in order io hide Iter 
shapeless and uncertain proportions, by tbe mantle 
of bold and gratuitous hypothesis. 


So soon as we find evidence of continents and 
oceans, we raise the question, “ Have these continents 
existed from the first in their present position and 
form, or have tbe land and water changed places in 
the course of geological time?” In reality both state¬ 
ments are true in a certain limited sense. On the 
one hand, any geological map whatever suffices to 
show that the general outline of the existing land 
began to be formed in the first and oldest crumplings 
of the crust. On the other hand, the greater part of 
the surface of the land consists of marine sediments 
which must have been derived from land that has 
perished in the process, while all the continental 
surfaces, except, perhaps, some high peaks and ridges, 
have been many times submerged. Both of these 
apparently contradictory statements are true; and, 
without assuming both, it is impossible to explain the 
existing contours and reliefs of the surface. 

In the case of North America, the form of the old 
nucleus of Laureniian rock in the north already 
marks out that of the finished continent, and the 
successive later formations have been laid upon the 
edges of this, like the successive loads of earth 
dumped over an embankment. Butin order to give 
the great thickness of the paleoxoic sediments, the 
land must have been again and again submerged, and 
for Jong periods of time. Thus, in one sense, the 
continents have been fixed; in another, they have 
been constantly fluctuating. Hall and Dana have 
well Illustrated these points In so far as eastern North 
America is concerned. Professor Hull of the Geolo¬ 
gical survey of Ireland has recently had the boldness 
to reduce the fluctuations of land and water, as evi¬ 
denced in the British Islands, to the form of a series 
of maps intended to show the physical geography 
of each successive period. The attempt is probably 
premature, and has been met with much adverse 
criticism; but there can be no doubt that it has an 
element of trutin When we attempt to calculate 
what could have been supplied from the old eojwlc 
nucleus by decay and aqueous erosion, and when 
we take into account the greater local thickness of 
sediments towards the present sea-basins, we can 
scarcely avoid the conclusion that extensive areas 
once occupied by high land are now under the sea. 
But to ascertain the precise areas and position of these 
perished lands may now be impossible. 

In point of fact, we are obliged to believe in the 
contemporaneous existence in all geological periods, 
except perhaps the very oldest, of three sorts of areas 
on the surface of the earths 1. Oceanic areas of deep 
sea, which must always have occupied the bed of the 
present ocean, or parts of It; 2, Continental plateaus, 
sometimes existing as low flats or as higher table¬ 
lands, and sometimes submerged; 8. Areas of plica¬ 
tion or folding, more especially along the borders of 
the oceans, forming elevated lands rarely submerged, 
and constantly affording the material of sedimentary 
accumulations. 

Every geologist knows the contention which has 
been occasioned by the attempts to correlate the 
earlier paleoaolc deposits of the Atlantic margin of 
North America with those forming at the same time 
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on the Interior plateau, and with those of Intervening 
lines of plication and Igneous disturbance* Stratig¬ 
raphy, lithology, and fossils are all more or less at 
fault In dealing with these questions; and, while the 
general nature of the problem is understood by many 
geologists, its solution in particular cases is still a 
source of apparently end less debate. 

The causes aud mode of operation of the great 
movements of the earth 1 # crust which have produced 
mountains plain#, and tablelands, are stUi involved 
in some mystery. One patent cause is the unequal 
settling of the crust toward the centre; but It is not 
so generally understood as it should be, that the 
greater settlement of the ocean-bed has necessitated 
its pressure against the sides of the continents in the 
same manner that a huge ice-floe crushes a ship or a 
pier. The geological map of North America shows 
this at a glance, and impresses us with the fact that 
large portions of the earth's crust have not only been 
folded, but bodily pushed back for great distances. On 
looking at the extreme north, we see that the great 
Laurentiau mass of central Newfoundland has acted 
as a protecting pier to the space immediately west 
of It, and ha# caused the Gulf of St. Lawrence to 
remain an undisturbed area since paleozoic times. 
Immediately to the south of this, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick are folded hack. Still farther south, 
as Guyot has shown, the old sediment# have been 
crushed in sharp folds against the Adirondack mas#, 
which has sheltered the tableiaud of the Catskills and 
of the Great Lakes. South of this again, the frocks 
of Fenn*yLaiiia and Maryland have been driven back 
In a great curve to the west. Nothing, I think, can 
more forcibly show the enormous pressure to which 
the edges of the continent# have been exposed, and 
at the same time the great sinking of the ocean-bed#. 
Complex and difficult to calculate though these move¬ 
ments of plication are, they are more Intelligible 
than the apparently regular pulsations of the flat con¬ 
tinental areas, whereby they have alternately l>een 
below and above the waters, aud which must have 
depended on somewhat regularly recurring causes, 
connected either with the secular cooling of the earth, 
or with the gradual retardation of its rotation, or 
with both. Throughout these changes, each succes¬ 
sive elevation exposed the rocks for long ages to the 
decomposing Influence of the atmosphere, Each 
submergence swept away, and deposited as sediment, 
the material accumulated by decay. Every change 
6f elevation was accompanied with changes of 
climate and with modifications of the habitats of 
animal* and plant*. Were it possible to restore ac¬ 
curately the physical geography of the earth in all 
these respects, for each geological period, the data 
for the solution of many difficult questions would be 
.furnished. 

V It is an unfortunate circumstance, that conclusions 
Ikgeology arrived at by the most careful obser- 
and induction do not remain undisturbed, but 
re<fiqk constant vigilance to prevent them from being 
over&rturn* Sometimes, of bourse, this arises from 
new^fmcrles throwing new light on oid facts; but 
Whentj^jtoeurs it rarely works the complete sub¬ 


version of previously received views. The more 
usual case is, that some over-zealous specialist sud¬ 
denly discovers what seems to him to overturn all 
previous beliefs, and rushes Into print with a new 
and plausible theory, which at once carries with him 
a host of half-informed people, but the Insufficiency 
of which is speedily made manifest. 

Had I written this address a few years ago, I might 
have referred to the mode of formation of coal as 
one of the things most surely settled and understood. 
The labors of many eminent geologists, mlcroscoplsts, 
and chemists In the old and the new worlds had shown 
that coal nearly always rests upon old soil surfaces 
penetrated wltli root#, and that coal-bed# have in 
their roofs erect trees, the remains of the last forests 
that grew upon them. Logan and I have Illustrated 
this In the case of the series of more than sixty suc¬ 
cessive coal-bed# exposed at the South Jogging, and 
have shown unequivocal evidence of land-surfaces at 
the time of the deposition of the coal. Microscopical 
examination has proved that these coals are composed 
of the material# of the same tree# whose roots are 
found In the underclays, and their stems and leaves 
in the roof-shale#; that, much of the materia) of the 
coal ha# been subjected to sub-aet lal decay at the time 
of its accumulation; and that In this, ordinary coal 
differ# from bituminous shale, earthy bitumen, and 
some kinds of canuel, which have been formed under 
water; that the matter remaining as coal consists 
almost entirely of epidermal tissues, which, being 
snberose in character, are highly carbonaceous, very 
durable, and. Impermeable by water, 1 aud are lienee 
the best fitted for the production of pure coal; and 
finally that the vegetation and the cllmatal and geo¬ 
graphical feature# of the coal period were eminently 
fitted to produce in the vast swamps of that period 
precisely the effects observed. All these points and 
many others^have been thoroughly worked out for 
both European and American coal-fields, and seemed 
to leave no doubt on the subject. But several years 
ago eertalu nilcroscopisls observed on slices of coal 
layers filled with spore-cases, — a not unusual circum¬ 
stance, since these were shed In vast abundance by 
the trees of the coal-forests, and because they contain 
Bulxirose matter of the same character with epidermal 
tissues generally. Immediately we were Informed 
that alt coal consists of spores; and, this being at 
once accepted by the unthinking, the results of the 
lal»ors of many years are thrown aside in favor of this 
crude and partial theory. A little later, a German 
microscoplst has thought proper to dcacrlhe coal as 
made up of mi mite algae, and tries to reconcile this 
view with the appearances, devising at the same time 
a new and formidable nomenclature of generic and 
specific names, which would seem largely to represent 
mem fragments of tissues. Still later, some local 
facts in a French coal-field have Induced an eminent 
botanist of that country to revive the drift theory 
of coal, in opposition to that of growth in Htu. A year 
or two ago, when my friend Professor Williamson 
of Manchester Informed me that he was preparing 
a large series of slices of coal with the view of revls- 
* Acadian neology, third edition, supplement, p. SS. 
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ing tbe whole subject, I was inclined to say, that after 
what had been done by Lye]!, Goeppert, Logan, 
Hunt, Newberry, and myself, this was scarcely neces¬ 
sary; but, in view of what I have just stated, it may 
be that all he can do will be required to rescue from 
total ruin the results of our labors. 

An illustration of a different character is afforded 
by the controversy now raging with respect to the 
so-called fucoids of the ancient rocks. At one time 
the group of fucoids, or algae, constituted a general 
place of refuge for all sorts of unintelligible forms 
and markings; graptolites, worm-trails, crustacean 
tracks, ahrinfcage-cracks, and, above all, rill-mark- 
iugs, forming a heterogeneous group of fucoidal re¬ 
mains distinguished by generic and specific names, 
To these were also added some true land-plants badly 
preserved, or exhibiting structures not well understood 
by botanists. Such a group was sure to be eventually 
dismembered. The writer has himself done some¬ 
thing toward this, 1 but Professor Nathorst has done 
still more; 2 and now some intelligible explanation 
can he given of many of these forms. Quite recently, 
however, the Count de Saporta, in an elaborate illus¬ 
trated memoir, 8 has come to tbe defence of the 
fucoids, more especially against the destructive ex¬ 
periments of Nathorst, and would carry back into 
the vegetable kingdom many things which would 
seem to be mere trails of animals. While writing 
this address, 1 have received from Professor Cri6 of 
Rennes a paper in which he not only supports the 
algal nature of Rusichnites, Arthrlchnltes, and many 
other supposed fucoids, but claims for the vegetable 
kingdom even Iteceptaculit^s and Archaeocyathus, 
It is not to be denied that some of the facts which 
he cites, respecting the structure of the fclphoniae 
and of certain modem incrusting algae, are very 
suggestive, though I cannot agree with his conclu¬ 
sions, My own experience has convinced me, that, 
while non-botanical geologists are prone to mistake 
all kinds of markings for plants, even good botanists, 
when not familiar with the chemical and mechanical 
conditions of fossillxation, and with the present 
phenomena of tidal shores, are quite as easily misled, 
though they are very prone, on the other hand, to 
regard land-plants of some complexity, when badly 
preserved, as mere algae. In these circumstances it 
is very difficult to secure any consensus, and the 
truth is only to be found by careful observation of 
competent men. One trouble is, that these usually 
obscure markings have been despised by the greater 
number of paleontologists, and probably would not 
now be so much in controversy were It not for tbe 
use made of them in illustrating supposed phylogeuiea 
of plants. 

It would be wrong to close this address without 
some reference to that which is the veritable porta 
asinorum of the science, the great and much debated 
glacial period. I trust that you will not suppose, that, 
in the end of an hour’s address, I am about to discuss 

1 Fool print* nml Imprcfldtohi on carboniferous rocks, Amet . 
Ottm. i 1873- - *■ 
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this vexed question. Time would fall me even to 
name the hosts of recent authors who have contended; 
in this arena. I can hope only to point out a few 
landmarks which may aid the geological ad venturer 
in traversing the slippery and treacherous surface of 
the hypothetical ice-sheet of pleistocene times, and 
in avoiding the yawning crevasses by which it Is 
traversed. 

No conclusions of geology seem more certain than 
that great changes of cllmule have occurred in the 
course of geological time; and the evidence of this 
in that comparatively modem period which imme¬ 
diately preceded the human age Is so striking that It 
has come to be known as pre-eminently the ice age, 
while, in the preceding tertiary, periods, temperate 
conditions seem to have prevailed even to the pole. 
Of the many theories as to these changes which have 
been proposed, two seem at present to divide the suf¬ 
frages of geologists, either alone, or combined with 
each other. These are, (1) the theory of the preces¬ 
sion of the equinoxes in connection with the varying 
eccentricity of the earth’s orbit, advocated more 
especially by Croll; and (2) the different distribution 
of land and water as affecting the reception and 
radiation of heat and the ocean-currents, — a theory 
ably propounded by Lyell, and subsequently exten¬ 
sively adopted, either alone or with the previous one. 
One of these views may be called the astronomical; 
the other, the geographical. 1 confess that 1 am in¬ 
clined to accept the second or Lyellian theory for 
such reasons as the following: I. Great elevations 
and depressions of land have occurred in find since 
the pleistocene, while the alleged astronomical 
cliangee are not certain, more especially In regard to 
their probable effect on the earth; 2. When the rival 
theories are tested by the present phenomena of the 
southern polar region and the North Atlantic, there 
seem to be geographical causes adequate to amount 
for all except extreme and unproved glacial con¬ 
ditions; 3. Tbe astronomical cause would suppose 
regularly recurring glacial periods of which there Is 
no evidence, and it would give to the latest glacial 
age an antiquity which seems at variance with alt 
other facta ; 4. In those more northern regions where 
glacial phenomena are moat pronounced, the theory 
of floating sheets of ice, with local glaciers descend¬ 
ing to the sea, seems to meet all the conditions of 
the case; and these would be obtained, in the North 
Atlantic at least, by very moderate changes of level, 
causing, for example, the equatorial current to flow 
into the Pacific, instead of running northward as a 
gulf stream; fl. The geographical theory allows the 
supposition not merely of vicissitudes of climate 
quickly following each other in unison with the 
movements of the surface, but allows also of that 
near local approximation of regions wholly covered 
with ice and snow, and others comparatively tern* 
perate, which we see at present in the north, 

If, however, we are to adopt the geographical theo¬ 
ry, we must avoid extreme views; and this leads to 
the inquiry as to the andenee to be found for any 
such universal and extnbne glaciation as is demanded 
by some geologist*. / 

’ / 1 ' 1 ■ 1 ■ • . j Hj' 
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The only large continental area in the northern 
hemisphere supposed to be entirely Ice- and snow-clad 
Is Greenland; and this, so far as it goes, is certainly a 
local case, for the ice and snow of Greenland extend 
to the south as far as 80° N. latitude, while both In 
Norway and in the interior of North America the 
climate in that latitude permits the growth of cereals. 
Further, Grlnnel Land, which is separated from 
North Greenland only by a narrow sound, has a com¬ 
paratively mild climate, and, os Narca lias shown, is 
covered with verdure in summer. Still further, Nor- 
densklold, one of the most experienced arctic explor¬ 
ers, holds that It is probable that the interior of 
Greenland is itself verdant in summer, and is at this 
moment preparing to attempt to reach this Interior 
oasis Nor is it difficult, with the aid of the facts cited 
by WoeickoIT and Whitney,* to perceive the cause of 
the exceptional condition of Greenland. To give ice 
and snow in large quantities, two conditions arc re¬ 
quired,— first, atmospheric humidity; and, secondly, 
cold precipitating regions, lioth of these conditions 
mwt lu Greenland. Its high coast-ranges receive 
and condense the humidity from the sea on both 
side* of it and to the south. Hence the vast accu¬ 
mulation of its coast snow-fields, and the intense 
discharge of the glaciers emptying out of Its valleys. 
When extreme glacialists point to Greenland, and 
ask us to believe that in the glacial age the whole 
continent of North America as far south as the lati¬ 
tude of 40° was covered with a continental glacier, 
in some places several thousands of feet thick, we 
may well a*k, first, what evidence there is that Green¬ 
land, or even the antarctic continent, at present shows 
such a condition; and, secondly, whether there exists 
a possibility that the interior of a great continent 
could ever receive so large an amount of precipitation 
as that required. So far as present knowledge exists, 
it is certain that the meteorologist and the physicist 
must answer both questions in the negative. In 
short, perpetual snow and glaciers must be local, and 
cannot be continental, because of the vast amount 
of evaporation and condensation required. These 
can only be possible where comparatively warm 
seas supply moisture to cold and elevated land; and 
this supply cannot, In the nature of things, penetrate 
fhr inland. The actual condition of interior Asia 
<md interior America lu the higher northern latitudes 
affords positive proof if this. In a state of partial 
submergence of our aorthem continents, we can 
readily imagine glaciation by the combined action of 
U»cal glaciers and great ice-floes; but, in whatever 
way the phenomena of the bowlder clay and of the 
so-called terminal moraUes are to be accounted for, 
the theory of a contiuuow continental glacier must 
be given up* 

I cannot better indicate fbe general bearing of facts, 
as they present themselves&o my mind in connection 
with this subject, than by inferring to a paper by Or. 
O. M* Dawson on the distribution of drift over the 
great Canadian plains oast the Rocky Mountains.* 

* Memoir op glacier*, Gtool. toe. Gorlin, 1*83. Climatic 
ohangea, Boston, 1888. \ 
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I am the more inclined to refer to this, because of its 
recency, and because I have so often repeated similar 
conclusions as to eastern Canada and the region of 
the Great Lakes. 

The great interior plain of western Canada, be¬ 
tween the Laurentlan axis on the east and the Rocky 
Mountains on the west, Is seven hundred miles in 
breadth, and Is covered with glacial drift, presenting 
one of the greatest examples of this deposit In Urn 
world* Proceeding eastward from the base of the 
ltocky Mountains, the surface, at first more than 
four thousand feet above the sea-level, descends by 
successive steps to twenty-five hundred feet, and Is 
based on cretaceous and Laramie rocks, covered by 
bowlder clay and sand, in some places from one hun¬ 
dred to two hundred feet In depth, and filling up pre¬ 
existing hollows, though itself sometimes plied into 
ridges. Near the Rocky Mountains the bottom of 
the drift consists of gravel not glaciated. This ex¬ 
tends to about one hundred miles east of the moun¬ 
tains, and must have been swept by water out of 
their valleys. The bowlder clay resting on this de¬ 
posit is largely made up of local d6hria f in so far*as 
it* paste Is concerned. It contains many glaciated 
bowlders and stones from the Laurentian region to 
the east, and also smaller pebbles from the Rocky 
Mountains; so that at the time of its formation there 
must have l»een driftage of large stones for seven 
hundred miles or more from the east, and of smaller 
stones from a less distance on the west. The former 
kind of material extends to the base of the mountains, 
and to a height of more than four thousand feet. 
One bowlder is mentioned as being forty-two by for¬ 
ty by twenty feet In dimensions. The highest Lau- 
rentlan bowlders seen were at an elevation of forty-six 
hundred and sixty feet, on the base of the Rocky 
Mountains* The bowlder ,clay, when thick, can be 
seen to be rudely stratified, and at one place Includes 
beds of Until oiled clay with compressed peat, similar 
to the forest beds described by Worfcben and Andrews 
in Illinois, and the so-called interglacial beds described 
by Hinde on Lake Ontario. The leaf-beds on the Ot¬ 
tawa River, and the drift-trunks found In the bowlder 
clay of Manitoba, belong to the same category, and 
indicate that throughout the glacial period there were 
many forest oases far to the north. In the valley* of 
the Rocky Mountains opening on these plains there 
are evidences of large local glacier* now extinct, and 
aim Uar evidences exist on the Lauren (Jan highlands 
on the east. 

Perhaps the most remarkable feature of the region 
is tliat Immense series of ridges of drift piled against 
an escarpment of Laramie and cretaceous rocks, at 
an elevation of about twenty<flve hundred feet, and 
known as the* Missouri coteau.’ It Is \n some place* 
thirty miles broad and a hundred and eighty feet in 
hei^it above the plain at Its foot, and extends north 
and south for a great distance; being, in fact, the 
northern extension of those great ridge* of drift 
which h^ve been traced south of the Great Lake*, 
and through Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and which 
figure on the geological maps as the edge of the con¬ 
tinental glacier, — an explanation obviously InappH- 
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cable In those western regions where they attain 
their greatest development It h plain that In the 
north it marks the western limit of the deep water of 
a glacial sea, which at some periods extended much 
farther west, perhaps with a greater proportionate de¬ 
pression in going westward, and on which heavy lee 
from the Laurentian districts on the east was wafted 
south-westward by the arctic current^, while lighter 
Ice from the Rocky Mountains was being borne east¬ 
ward from these mountains by the prevailing wester¬ 
ly winds. W> thus have in the west, on a very wide 
scale, the same phenomena of varying submergence, 
cold currents, great ice-floes, and local glaciers pro¬ 
ducing Icebyrgs, to which I have attributed the 
bowlder clay and upper bowlder drift of eastern 
Canada. 

A few subsidiary points I may be pardoned for 
mentioning here. The rival theories of the glacial 
period are often characterized as those of land glacia¬ 
tion and sea-borne icebergs. But it must be remem¬ 
bered, that those who reject the Idea of a continental 
glacier hold to the existence of local glaciers on the 
hfgh lands more or less extensive during different 
portions of the great pleistocene submergence. 
They also believe In the extension of these glaciers 
seawards and partly water-borne, in the manner so 
well explained by Mattleu Williams; In the existence 
of those vast floes and fields of current- and tide-borne 
iee whose powers of transport and erosion wo now 
know to be so great; and in a great submergence 
and re-elevation of the land, bringing all parts of it 
and all elevations up to five thousand feet succes¬ 
sively under the influence of these various agencies, 
along with those of the ocean-currents. They also 
hold, that, at the beginning of the glacial submer¬ 
gence, the land was deeply covered by decomposed 
rock, similar to that which still exists on the hills of 
the southern states, and which, as Dr. Hunt has 
shown, would afford not only earthy de'hrfs, hut large 
quantities of bowlders ready for transportation by 
ice. 

I would also remark, that there has been the great¬ 
est possible exaggeration as to the erosive action of 
land-ice. In 1805, after a visit to the alpine glaciers, 
I maintained that in these mountains glaciers are 
relatively protective rather than erosive agencies, and 
that the detritus which the glacier streams deliver 
Is derived mostly from the atmospherically wasted 
peaks and cliffs that project above them. Since that 
lime many other observers have maintained like 
views, ami very recently Mr. Davis of CamWdge 
and Mr. A. Irving have ably treated this subject. 1 
Smoothing ami striatlon of rocks are undoubtedly 
important effects, both of land-glaciers and heavy se*** 
borne lee; but the levelling and filling agency of 
these is much greater than the erosive. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact, as Newberry, Hunt, Belt, Spencer, and 
others have shown, the-glaclal age has dammed up 
vast numbers of old channels which it has been left 
for modern streams partially to excavate. 

The till, or bowlder clay, has been calledAground 

1 IVoc. jSort. #oc. nat . hUti, ixli. Journ. gtol. *oc. lond., 
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moraine,* but there are really no alpine moraines at 
all corresponding to it. On the other hand, it is 
more or less stratified, often rests on soft materials 
which glaciers would have swept away, sometimes 
contains marine shells, or passes into marine clays 
in its horizontal extension, and invariably In Us em¬ 
bedded bowlders and Its paste shows an nnoxidlzod 
condition, which could not have existed If It had 
been u sub-aerial deposit. When the Canadian till Is 
excavated, and exposed to the air, it assumes a brown 
color, owing to oxidation of its Iron; and many of its 
stones and bowlders break up and disintegrate under 
the action of air and frost. These are unequivocal 
signs of a sub-aqueous deposit Here and there wo 
find associated with it, and especially near the bottom 
and at the top, indications of powerful water-action, 
as If of land-torrents acting at particular elevations 
of the land, or heavy surf and ice action on coasts; 
and the attempts to explain these by glacial streams 
have been far from successful. A singular objection 
sometimes raised against the sub-aqueous origin of 
the till Is its general want of marine remains, but 
tills is by no means universal; and it is well known 
that coarse conglomerates of all ages are generally 
destitute of fossils, except in their'pebbles; and ft it 
further to be observed, that the conditions of an ice¬ 
laden sea are not those most favorable for the exten¬ 
sion of marine life, and that the period of time 
covered by the glacial age must have been short, 
compared with that represented by some of the older 
formations. 

This last consideration suggests a question which 
might afford scope for another address of an hour's 
duration,— the question how long time has elapsed 
since the close of the glacial period, Recently the 
opinion has been gaining ground that the close at the 
ice age is very recent. Such reasons as the following 
lead to this conclusion: the amount of atmospheric 
decay of rocks and of denudation in general, which 
have occurred since the elose of the glacial period, 
are scarcely appreciable; little erosion of river-val¬ 
leys or of coast-terraces has occurred. The calcu¬ 
lated recession of waterfalls and of production of 
lake-ridges lead to the same conclusion. So do the 
recent state of hones and shells in the pleistocene 
deposits, and the perfectly modem facies of their 
fossils. On such evidence the cessation of the glacial 
cold and settlement of our continents at their present 
levels are events which may have occurred not more 
than six thousand or seven thousand years ago, 
though such time estimates are proverbially uncer¬ 
tain in geology. This subject also carries with it 
the greatest of all geological problems, next to that 
of the origin of life; uanfly, the origtn and early 
history of man. Such questions cannot be discussed 
in the dosing sentences /of an hour’s address. I 
shall only draw from theto one practical inference, 
Since the comparatively snort post-glacial ami recent 
periods Apparently include the whole of human his¬ 
tory, we are but new-couers on the earth, and there¬ 
fore have had little opportunity to solve the great 
problems which it presents to us. But this is not *11, 
Geology as a science scaipely dates from a century Ago. 



August 17, 1883.J 


SCIENCE , 


201 


We have reason for surprise in these circumstances* 
that It has learned so much* but for equal surprise that 
so many persons appear to think It n complete and 
full-grown science, and that it is entitled to speak 
with confidence on all the great mysteries of the earth 
that have been hidden from the generations before 
us. Such being the newness of man and of his sci¬ 
ence of the earth, it is not too much to say that 
humility, hard work in collecting facts, and absti¬ 
nence from hasty generalisation, should characterise 
geologists, at least for a few generations to come. 

In conclusion, science is llgtit, and light is good; 
but It must be carried high, else it will fall to en¬ 
lighten the world. Let us strive to raise It high 
enough to shine over every obstruction which easts 
any shadow on the true Interests of humanity. 
Above at), let us hold up the light, and not stand in 
It ourselves. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 

V* Oorre*pon<lent* are requested to be at brie/ at pottible. The 
writer'* native it In all catet required at proof of goad faith. 

Kalmias and rhododendron* 

June 16 of the present summer I chanced to be 
floating down Orosswoeksung ("reek in my canoe; 
and, at a bend in the stream, found myself at the 
foot of a steep bluff some seventy feet high, which 
Wa densely covered with a luxuriant growth of kal- 
inlas and rhododendrons In full bloom. The former 
were laden with magnificent cluster* of white, waxy 
flowers; and the more gorgeous pink rhododendron- 
blossoms were scattered through them. It was the 
most beautiful floral display I had ever seen. 

On my return home, I turned to the description by 
Kalm of the smaller of these shrubs, to which Linud 
gave the generic uame it now hears in honor of Its 
discoverer. (Calm writes, u Linnaeus conformable 
to the peculiar friendship and goodness which he has 
always honored me with, has been pleased to call this 
tree Kalmia/’ He further says, ,4 The spoon-tree, 
which never grows to a great height, we saw this day 
in several place*. The Swede* here have called it 
thus, because thelndlans, who formerly lived in these 
provinces, used to make their spoons and trowel* of 
the wood of this tree. In my cabinet of curiosities 
I have a spoon made of this wood by an ludian/’ 
Again he says. “ About the month of Mav they begin 
to flower in the*e parts (central New Jersey), and 
then their beauty rivals that of m ust of the known 
trees in iwture, TUs flowers are Innumerable, ami 
sit In great bunches, n etc. 

Kalm was visiting In New Jersey when he wrote 
the above; and ft ma? be that where ho was at the 
time (Swedesboro, Gloucester county), the rhodo¬ 
dendron is not found. At all events, he nowhere 
mention* this shrub, wiloh I* here known as ‘ mount 
tain laurel 1 to disUugiftsH It from the true kahqia. 
In cal Hug the latter the * spoon-tree, 1 ha« he con¬ 
founded the two? CeiMiuy hU remarks Oh the 
character of the wood, and the use to which it was 
formerly put bvthe Indlajs, lead to that conclusion. 
At present, It would he difficult to flnd a sufficiently 
large growth of kalmi* ta enable an ludian to 
whittle from It a spdon qrtroiyel of respectable rise. 
From rhododemlrou-sfcockt. Implements of consider¬ 
able sUe can be ragne; an^Profea&or Kahn’s descrip¬ 
tion of katmig wood la eqipHy applicable to it. He 
describes It as- very hard, way be made yery smooth, 
apd doffi not easily crack Q^burs */ 1 


In Britton's Flora of New Jersey, Kalmfa latifolla 
Is called 1 epo<*n-wood/ which name, I suppose, is 
derived from the remarks made by Kalm, as above 
quoted. I suggest that it is a misnomer, and that the 
remarks on the uses of the wood made by the dis¬ 
tinguished Swedish naturalist refer really to the rho¬ 
dodendron. 

Considering that Kalm was so careful an observer, 
was particularly interested in botany, and further, 
not only enjoyed the friendship of Bertram, but fre¬ 
quently visited him, tu whose celebrated garden was 
a rhododendron-grove. It Is strange that no mention 
Is made, in HU ^Travels In North America/ of the 
larger * laurel, 1 so called; yet such appears to be the 
case. 

* This Is an unimportant matter perhaps, but, if I 
am right, should not go uncorrected. 

CiiAKMft* C. Abbott, M.D. 

Trick of the Bngliah sparrow. 

A curious freak of the imported sparrow recently 
came to mv notice at Basin Harbor, on Lake Cham¬ 
plain, in Vermont. 

The eaves-*wallows had attached their mud * re¬ 
torts, 1 as usual, In line under the eaves of the farmer’s 
barn, anticipating, no doubt, a successful and happy 
house-keeping, notwithstanding a colony of feathered 
foreigners had encamped about the premises. 

At sight of these ‘bottle-nosed 1 dwellings, now 
arriving at completion, It occurred to the little tramps 
that these were exactly the thing they wanted; but, 
a* the apartments were not to Jet, a battle ensued, 
which resulted In the rout of Luulfrons. The spar¬ 
rows then took possession of the mud-houses, and 
furnished them to their own taste. But some of tho 

* masons 1 made a successful resistance, and stiU held 
the castle; so that often a swallow-family had their 
arch enemy at next door. 

Thus in more ways than one does the Impudent 
little urchin, which has come to us from over the sea, 
merit the name of paranlle . Now that the bird has 
become not only a general nuisance, but a sore annoy¬ 
ance to our native and useful bird**, it is no wonder tf 
the cry goe* up all over the land, * Tfie sparrow must 
be blotted agtV F. H. Heejiick, 

Aohenlat hairs of Seneclo. 

In a paper read before the American association 
for die advancement of science ^t h^oqtreal, Profes¬ 
sor Haclo*kie referred to the acheniat hair* of tome of 
the pompositae. The paper yfag afterward published 
lu tjie American naturalist for January, 1886; and 
here we find a figure nbosplng the tubes issuing from 
the hairs of $eueciq. A beautiful experiment showing 
these tubes, qr rather threads, can be made with the 
aclumes of 8. Qouglasli, Scraping a few of the hairs 
from aq acbene, amt placing them on a slide under 
the microscope with a two-thirds objective, and apply¬ 
ing a drop of water to the slide, the threads are seen 
to uncoil. As soon as the water touches the hairs, 
the lips seem to burst, and allow the threads to 
emerge, rapidly twisting round and round In a very 
snake tike manner. The experiment Is a most satis¬ 
factory one, and can be readily made. These threads 
were noticed lung ago, a* Llndley (Veg. king., p. 701- 
705) ispeaks of Uecalsue having seen them. Llndley 
aaysiin regard to them, 44 On placing one of these pa¬ 
pillae lu water, U immediately separates Into two Ups, 
and these emit mucilaginous tubes, which issue forth 
likclwlr^s spirally unrolling themselves, and finally 
mudh exceed the papillae from which they proceed. 
These tubes are apparently formed by a very consid¬ 
erable u^cqbec of threads pfaced one upomthe other 
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In the manner of a skein of thread/’ I do not know 
of any explanation of the use of those threads. Can 
any of your readers suggest a purpose for them ? 

Jos. F. Jamkh. 

CtaolDnftti, O., Aug. 2, 1883. 

Seeds of Lepidlum. 

I regret to observe, by your issue of Juljr 27, that 
tiny employment of the expression ‘mucilaginous 
threads’ as to the seeds of Lepidlum lias leu your 
reviewer to understand that I referred to something 
like the seethflbres of Collomia. Spiral fibres em¬ 
bedded in mucilage are found on the seeds of Col- 
Jomia; radiating processus consisting of mucilage, 
each tipped by a facet of cuticle, are emitted by the 
seeds of Lepidlum virgin)cum. This U hImjwu on the 
application of water with staining-fluid to ripe seeds. 
Other species of Lepidhitn (including L. ruderale) 
show the same phenomenon, though the experiment 
may fail with immature seeds or old herbarium speci¬ 
mens. G. Mao-loskik. 

l*rluc<!ton, N.J., Aug. 3, 1883. 

[“The exotest may bear long hairs (cotton) or 
spiral threads. ... In Lepidlum (pepper-grass[, on 
being moistened, it darls out mucilaginous threads .** 
It certainly may be gathered from this that the 
‘spiral threads’ and the ‘mucilaginous threads’ are 
not the very same. But the darting-out of muci¬ 
laginous threads so welt describes what one $ces iu 
Collomia-seeds and the like, and so poorly answers 
to what takes place in those of Lepidlum, that the 
reviewer buppoaed there, might be some mixing up 
of cases. But he simply asked whether the author 
was sure of the threads iu Lepidlum. We find nothing 
to which the name of ‘mucilaginous threads* can 
with any exactness be applied; nor do we think that 
the term now used of * radiating processes,’ though 
not widely amiss, gives a clear idea of the case, 
which we should describe thus: — 

A superficial pellicle of the seed-coat of Lepidlum 
consists of a single and continuous layer of cells, 
the thick walls of which are at maturity converted 
into mucilage, or into an isomer of cellulose, which 
swells up into mucilage ‘upon the application of 
water.’ But the water acts so promptly iu forming 
the limbus arotind the seed or its section, that we fail 
iu tiiat way to get an Intelligible view of the structure 
and the nature of the process. To do thi» v however, 
we have only to soak thin sections of the seed in 
strong alcohol, examine in them the unaltered muci¬ 
lage-cells, and then add a little water by degrees. 
The cells then swell up slowly, push outward radially 
(for mutual pressure prevents lateral expansion at 
the beginning), become wedge-shaped or pear-shaped 
as they farther protrude, and at length form the 
well-known mucilaginous Utahn*. Dr. Macloskie 
will be interested iu repeating this experiment, and 
will accent our apology for partially misunderstand¬ 
ing him.] 


KONKOLY*S ASTRONOMICAL INSTRU¬ 
MENTS. 

Praktixche antiituny zur anslellunrj axtronomwthen 
beobarJituuyen. mit hexondcran riickxicht auf rite 
nxtrophytik. nr.hxt tiinvr mofarneri irntrumemn- 
kuntte . Von Njcoi.aub von Koxkoi.y, Braun¬ 
schweig, Viewey, 1883. 912 p , 845 illustr, 8°. 

Tms is an important but at the same time 
a disappointing work. It contains the descrip¬ 


tion and Representation of nearly all the prin¬ 
cipal modern astronomical instruments, and 
presents such a comprehensive summary as 
can be found in no other existing book. The 
numerous illustrations, largely derived from 
the business catalogues of leading instru¬ 
ment-makers, are generally excellent, and the 
mechanical execution and press-work are ad¬ 
mirable. Undoubtedly the book is one which 
must have a place in every astronomical library. 

At the same time, the work is far from ex¬ 
haustive, omitting all mention of many of the 
latest and most useful improvements; and it 
is not always accurate in its description of 
those it does notice. Nor does it deal in any 
thorough or satisfactory manner with the theory 
of the instruments described. It is so full and 
so good, that it is a great pity that it is not 
still better and still more complete, as it easily 
might have been. 

The first chapter, on time-keepers ( uhren ), 
describes, among clock-escapernenIs, ortly the 
old Graham dead-beat and a duplex of Jiirgen- 
sen’s. There is no notice of Airy's detached 
escapement, now in use at Greenwich, nor of 
any of the numerous and excellent gravity - 
escapements now so common in England and 
this country. The account of electric make 
and break circuit apparatus is for this reason 
unsatisfactory, since only ©settlements of the 
detached class admit of a simple break-circuit 
which does not affect the pendulum. The 
author treats the subject rather extensively, 
describing no less than twelve different form# 
of contact apparatus, some of them very elab¬ 
orate and complicated. The antiquated con¬ 
trivances of Locke and Mitchell are described 
as if they continued to be in use. 

The second chapter,* a short one, deals with 
the different forms of levels artd level-testers, 
and appears to be in all respects satisfactory. 

The third chapter treats of instruments for 
the determination of time. Under this head 
are included not only transits and transit-cir¬ 
cles, but all forms of theodolites, sextants, 
passage-pH sms, etc. Them' is also a certain 
amount of information respecting the gradua¬ 
tion of circles and the methods of testing their 
accuracy, i.e M the optical and mechanical ar¬ 
rangements ; the mathematical theory remain¬ 
ing untouched. / 

The next chapter, fche/fourtb, in by far the 
most extensive and frill cf any, occupying two 
hundred and forty-six pages. It treats of 
equatorial# and their minuting, and describee 
and illustrates nearly ull/tbe important modem 
telescopes. For the mat t part, it is well done, 
especially the portion renting to dri ving-docks. 
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It is evident, however, that the author does 
not fully grasp id l the principles involved in 
"these machines, or he would hardly have spoken 
so disparagingly of the 1 spring-governor ’ of 
Bond, which is unquestionably, when properly 
adjusted, one of the most perfect of all. In 
so full a treatment of the subject, one would 
naturally expect to find some notice of the 
ingenious arrangement by which the dock* 
work of the Dun Kcht equatorial is brought 
under the electric control of the standard time¬ 
piece; but it is missing, though Grubb’s loss 
perfect apparatus for the same purpose is fully 
described. 

The fifth chapter, dealing with micrometers, 
calls for no special notice, beyond the remark 
that it strikes one as a curious classification 
which treats of chronograph» in this connec¬ 
tion. 

The sixth chapter is a short one. describing 
the different forms of helioscopes and solar eye¬ 
pieces, and the most convenient arrangements 
for making drawings of sun-spots and deter¬ 
mining their position. 

The seventh elm [iter is intended to be a full 
and elaborate description of the different forms 
of astronomical spectroscopes, with their ac¬ 
cessories. It does describe and figure a great 
many; but there are several mistakes (as, 
for instance, on p. <55(L where tin? temporary 
device which Professor Young employed in 
observing the eclipse of lHfd) is said to have 
been used with a hellos tut, and is spoken 
of as if it were now' used at Princeton), and 
there is the capital omission of failing even to 
mention the use of diffraction-gratings in spec¬ 
troscopic work. It strikes one as very sur¬ 
prising that the author should not have learned 
that for solar observations the grating has 
almost entirely supplanted the prism in many 
if not most observatories. The remarkable 
apparatus of Thollon is alluded to, but not 
described with any fulness. 

The remaining' chapters of the book treat of 
ap|Miratus for celestial photography, photom¬ 
etry, and the measure of solar radiation. 

Similar remarks apply to these as to the pre¬ 
ceding. There are miny excellent descriptions 
and illustrations, ma'ay important omissions, 
and a few mistakes, wc call special attention 
to the fine representaion of the most ingen¬ 
ious mounting — devised by Hansen, and con¬ 
structed by Bepsold — i>r the photoheliographs 
employed by the German transit of Venus 
parties,a contrivance which we have never 
*jeen described'elsewhee* But in the chap¬ 
ter on photography, nether the name of H. 
Draper nor of Common Appears; and Ruther¬ 


ford's photographs of the spectrum arc said 
(on p. 8*27) to have been made with an appara¬ 
tus he never even saw. the instrument figured 
being a spectroscope which was used at Dart¬ 
mouth college in attempting to photograph the 
solar prominences, while the description given 
is incorrect in several particulars. In the chap¬ 
ter on the measurement of radiation the ap¬ 
paratus of Pouillct and Secchi appears, but 
nothing later. — none of the instruments of 
Violle orCrova, and, of course, not the bolom¬ 
eter of Langley. The chapter on photome¬ 
ters is much better brought up to date. 

On the whole, the book is rather a provok¬ 
ing one. There is a great deal in it of real 
value, collected from various more or less in¬ 
accessible sources, and very neatly presented ; 
but the lacunae are serious, and a few detected 
mistakes leave a sense of insecurity as to accu¬ 
racy in other details. 


BURNHAM'S LIMESTONES AND MAR - 
* BLES. 

History and men of limestones and mariles. With 
forty bright chromolithographs. By S. M Bv un- 
ham. Boston, S. E . Casino Go., 1880. 15 

4- 302 p. 8°. 

The separate crystals of our rocks, when 
they lend themselves to decoration in the form 
of gems, afford n capital opportunity for tin* 
liook--maker. Superstition, tradition, n host of 
human activities, have gathered about them, 
that, In the hands of writers of skill, have 
been worked^into very readable books. But, 
when the author of 4 Limestones and marbles’ 
tries to take something of the same book¬ 
maker’s way with the coarser though still 
beautiful marbles, he leaves the field of 
thoroughly*])unmtrized things, and finds himself 
in a dreary sea of unrelated facts. A writer 
thoroughly conversant with the architectural 
history of building and ornamental stones 
could probably give us a book which would, 
from Jts connection with the most economic 
of the fine arts, be very readable. A skilled 
iitholqgist who would furnish us a careful dis- 
eussioh of the nature of those changes w hich 
give beauty, strength, and endurance to rooks, 
would; thereby furnish us wdth a needed essay ; 
but itj this book we have no trace of these 
capacities, but only the ordinary patience of 
the dtjvoted compiler. 

Ash piece of unwearied compilation, unen¬ 
livened with any higher quality, this is a very 
remarkable book. In the list of limestones 
of th* United States we have evidence of a 
most hnivcrsal but most uncritical ransacking 
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of authorities; for the element of personal 
knowledge is entirely wanting. Nor has the 
compilation the value it might have had if 
authorities had been quoted. Although the 
book is apparently by a New-Englander, he 
omits the limestones of Srnithfield, R.I., and 
the serpentines of Lynnfield, Mass., — both 
interesting, though, as yet, little-used stones. 
Any personal knowledge of the subject would 
have supplied a host of such facts, which aro 
not to be found in books, thougji well known 
to geologists. The same absence of personal 
knowledge hauls to such misleading statements 
as that the fossils around Prague are identical 
with those of the same age in Scandinavia, 
Russia, Great Britain, and North America. 
While the book is padded with thirty-eight 
pages on classification of fossils, nothing is 
given to the arts of quarrying or of dressing 
stones.—most important and most relevant 
matters. 

The chromolithograph!e plates are fairly 
well done : they fail to give the peculiar effect 
of depth or transit! cencv, which is beyond this 
art, but which is the greatest charm of the 
finest decorative stones. 

The style is not altogether bad, though it is 
frequently inverted ; and the author often gets 
into the subject very much as John Phoenix 
k hacked the trausit # into the plane of the 
meridian. Now and then it is strikingly epi¬ 
grammatic, as in the following phrase: ‘One 
of the caprices of nature is to anticipate the 
works of art.’ 

It is a pity that so much faithful labor 
should have been given to this work. The 
printing of the book, and the index, are very 
satisfactory. Despite its defects, the book 
will have a certain value to those ink* res ted in 
the subject; for, sis a compilation, it is, in its 
way, remarkable. 


A PRIMER OF VISIBLE SPEECH. 

Visible-speech reader for the nursery and primary 
school. By Alkx. Mklvii.uk Bell, F.E 1 8., 
etc. Cambridge, Aw//, 1883. 4 -f- 52 p. 1G°. 

Tmc science of phonetics made, perhaps, its 
greatest advance through Bell’s Visible speech, 
though it has by no means remained stationary 
since that book appeared. It is this system 
which tins primer seeks to bring into practical 
use in teaching, and its alphabet is a great 
improvement over that which we now use. It 
cannot be said, however, that the phonetic 
analysis on which it is based has- received 
in all respects the approval of phoneticians. 
With some changes, the vowel system has now 


won wide acceptance, but the analysis of con¬ 
sonants has met with serious objections; for 
instance, for such sounds as /, th, a, $h, in 
English. A discussion of the system itself 
would necessitate reference to recent work 
on phonetics, especially to Sweet’s paper on 
Sound uotation in the Transactions of the phil¬ 
ological society for 1880-81, and to Sic vers’s 
Grundzitge der phonetik, and such a discus¬ 
sion would hardly be in place here. One may 
wish, however, that some of Sweet’s changes 
of the Visible-speech alphabet could have been 
adopted. Still, the imperfections of the sys¬ 
tem might never attract a child's notice, and 
he would probably accept unquestion itigly the 
signs given for / and £/t, without understand¬ 
ing why they were made to resemble the sign 
for l. For the scientific study of living lan¬ 
guages, and of the phenomena of linguistic 
change, some such phonetic system as Visible 
speech, we may hope, will be agreed upon, at 
least provisionally, whether it is found of prac¬ 
tical value in teaching children to read or not. 
The test of practice must show whether this 
ingenious alphabet will do better than other 
phonetic primers the work of teaching a child 
to road ordinary printed books. The primer 
is divided into three parts,—first, pictured 
words, containing pictures of a few common 
objects, with their names and some phrases; 
next, sentences in rhythmical form ; and lastly, 
a vocabulary of common words arranged ac¬ 
cording to the initial sound* beginning with 
labial consonants, and ending with vowels. 
All this is printed only in Visible-speech letters. 
These three parts arc preceded by some direc¬ 
tions to the teacher; and at the end a kev is 
added for the teacher’s use, containing the 
usual forms in Roman type of all the words in 
the primer. Exclusive of the key, the whole 
contains thirty-five pages. At the beginning 
of the key are given a feftr 1 notes,’ which 
speak of the syllabic l and to, as in castle , lis¬ 
ten, and of the glides, that is, the vowel van¬ 
ishes, or final diphthongal elements in such 
words a shear (the sound/represented byr), 
day, go. It must surprise an American stu¬ 
dent of phonetics to see thht American pronun¬ 
ciation is credited by Mr/ Bell with pure long 
vowels in the last two off these words, instead 
of with diphthongs, especially if his own expe¬ 
rience and observation A^th foreign languages 
have shown him how haifl it is for most Ameri¬ 
cans to learn the pure lojg sounds of e and o as 
pronounced on the continent of Europe. Pos¬ 
sibly the American vanishing vowel in these 
cases is less prominent than in England, and 
it may be that some Americans do pronounce 
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simple long vowels in such eases. In this 
primer these two glides are not used with a 
and 6. To call the r glide, as in hear , u very 
soft r is misleading, ns most of us in the east¬ 
ern United States pronounce absolutely no r at 
all in such words, 1 Here, too, what is*said of 
American pronunciation is inexact; for surely 
we all have an r glide in words like hearing, 
while an English reader of Mr. ]tail's words 
would suppose that Americans pronounce hear 

1 See Whitney, The element* of KnuIlMi pronunciation, tn 
liis Oriental ami linguistic studies, second series. 


as he does, but hearing like he-ring. The 
American rule for the r glide may be thus 
staled for some, perhaps most of ns: when 
the r glide is present at the end of a word, at 
is retained before any ending of derivation or 
inflection, the consonant r being pronounced 
in addition a tier the glide if the ending begins 
with a pronounced vowel. Thus the glide is 
heard in boor, boorish, beer, beery, soar, soar¬ 
ing, store, storing, stored; but there is no r 
glide in Mary , story, fury . Cases like these 
last seem to have been excluded from the book. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


CHEMISTRY. 

( General, physical, and Inorganic.) 

New explosive. — S. H. Hindu proposes a new 
explosive mixture composed of 04 purls of nitro-gly- 
cerine, 12 ammonium citrate, 0.25 ethyl pal mi I ate, 
0.25 calcium carbonate, 2ti coal, 0.50 sodium carbo¬ 
nate, — ( C'hem. techn, reperL , 1883, 153.) o. K. m. 

[196 

Compressod cartridges. — H. Guttler makes car- 
trldges of compressed bias ting-powder, which are 
bound together by dextrine. For this purpose he uses 
a hard burned charcoal (brown-red), which he claims 
has the formula C„H t O,. The mixture of charcoal, 
sulphur, and nitre are incorporated with the solution 
of dextrine, corned in grains of one to two millimetres; 
and after drying they are pressed into perforated cyl¬ 
inders. TIicm cylinders arc then dried and shel¬ 
lacked. The miction due to explosion is represented, 
when India nitre is used, by C*11,0*48 KX0 3 44S 
= 8 00,42 II,048 N42 K*SO*42 K*S. — {Ctam. 
techn . reperL, 18*13, 154.) o. k. m. [197 

Fulminating compound. — li. G. and F. L. Bene¬ 
dict have invented a mixture for use In primers, iu 
place of fulminating mercury, consisting of 2 parts 
amorphous phosphorus, 8 of minium, and 2 of potas¬ 
sium chlorate. The oxides of mercury or manganese 
may be used in place.of the minium. — (CTism. techn, 
reperL, 1888, 153.) C. X. M. [198 

AGRICULTURE. 

Soluble and insoluble phosphates. — In experi 
merits on potatoes, SvAiiwirk and Prevent obtained a 
larger yield on plots Manured with superphosphate 
tlian on those mumped with the name phosphate 
simply ground. A sll^rt increase in the percentage 
of starch was observdl tn the potatoes manured 
with superphosphate.-f (/Bed. centr,-blatt, xii. 250; 
Xmas, highli agric . soc., 1882.) u. p. a. [189 

Value, of artificial gutter. - There are, accord¬ 
ing to Ad. Mayer, three j^incipal points to be regarded 
In judging of the wort! of an article of diet; viz., 
barmlessness, taste, and physiological utility. That 
artificial butter is harmful can hardly be seriously 


claimed; while, as regards Ms taste, the very magni¬ 
tude of the industry shows that the imitation is very 
successful. The physiological utility of artificial but¬ 
ter depends essentially on its digestibility; and on 
this point Mayor has experimented, using as subjects 
a man, and a boy nine years old. Hut slight differ¬ 
ences were observed between natural amt artificial 
butter; but the former was digested a trifle better. 
When the artificial butter was used in preparing 
potatoes, it proved to be almost uneatable; and the 
author suggests that this fact may prove of use in 
detecting the presence of the former. — {Landw, wr*.- 
atat , xxix 215.) ir. i\ A. [200 

Butt aud tip kernels of corn. — The vegeta¬ 
tion of the butt, central, and tip kernels of corn in 
the field has corroborated the results already pub¬ 
lished as gained In the greenhouse. The figures of 
vegetations staud as below: — 


..\.. 




. 


Planted, 

Butt 

kernel*. 

Central 
kernel*. 

Tip 

kernels. 

1 A 1,HVfity 16 .... 

June 1 

Juno 4. 

June!, 

Jam* 4, 

■Junr L JH'ie 4. 

446 

633 

561 

581 

564 000 

i A a, •* .... 

478 

634 

515 

504 

604 583 

a a, “ .... 

m 

568 

400 

570 

6(H) 640 

1 A 4, *' . . . . 

428 

406 

483 

500 

510 687 

1 A 5, “ .... 

atv> 

467 

456 

520 

428 520 

Total tugelaiod .... 

22 n 

2688 

24 K 5 

2801 

2575 2845 

Total planted .... 

3421) 

3420 

1 3420 

3420 

3420 ;J42() 

Per ♦out vegetated . . 

64 

76 

72 

82 

75 83 


— (tfjr. auric . exp, stat,bulL xlvli.) it. p. a. [201 
Chemistry of as para gin. — B. Schulze finds that 
asparagln is not decomposed to any notable extent 
by hitting with wator, even under a pressure of three 
to fojur atmospheres, and in the presence of acid 
planfljuices. Consequently, when fodders contain¬ 
ing aiparagln, of which there are many, are cooked, 
this iubatanee Is unaltered; and, since Its nutritive 
values has been established, the knowledge of this 
fact of some importance. When heated with alka¬ 
lies, ^sparagin yields asparaginic acid and ammonia, 
whll^ a portion of the add is further acted on, and 
malid add is formed. — (Laudto. vers.-staA, xxlx. 
233.) | it, p. A. (302 
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METEOROLOGY, 

Observations on Ben Nevis.— A permanent ob¬ 
servatory is to be established at the summit of this 
mountain by the Scottish meteorological society. A 
road to the summit has been begun: the building 
will be erected this summer, and it Is expected that 
regular observations will be made after Nov. 1. The 
records will be kept hourly, not only at the summit, 
4,400 feet above sea-level, but also at Fort William, 
which la situated twenty-eight feet above the sea, and 
at the base of the mountain. Since June 1, 1881, 
simultaneous observations at these points have been 
made at frequent interval^ of the day, in the sum¬ 
mer-time, by Mr. and Mrs, (X L. Wragge, the former 
of whom made the ascent every day until the storms 
of October rendered this impossible. The results ob¬ 
tained have been discussed by Mr. Buchan sufficiently 
to warrant the permanent establishment of the ob¬ 
servatory. — w. u. [203 

The origin of lightning. — In explaining satisfac¬ 
torily the phenomenon of lightning, a difficulty Is 
encountered in accounting for the enormous electric 
tensions which are necessary to explain the great 
length of the spark often observed. The theory is 
advanced by A. Kick, that the high tensions are pro¬ 
duced by the sudden concentration of electricity 
already existing in a free state. This concentration 
is caused by the formation of large drops of rain 
from the small vesicles of moisture existing in the 
clouds, by which the surface upon which the elec¬ 
tricity exists is greatly diminished. The sudden 
formation of drops of water from the mass of aqueous 
vapor may be due to the advance of cohl-air currents. 
The author endeavors to answer two objections which 
may be urged against his theory: 1. That in every 
rain-storm lightning ought to he seen; 2. That it 
ought to rain whenever it lightens. To the first ob¬ 
jection he replies, that the drops may be formed grad¬ 
ually, and not suddenly, in which case the tensions 
would bo dissipated gradually; and, to the second, 
that drops are always formed in connection with 
lightning, but that in falling to the earth they some¬ 
times encounter a layer of dry air, and are absorbed 
in their passage. — (i Vatwforacher, Juno 23.) w. v. 

[204 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Arctic.) 

News from Bering Sea, —News to July $ has 
been received from the North Pacific whallngdlcet. 
The promise of a late spring had been fulfilled to 
date. Large quantities of drift-ice were afloat in 
Bering Sea some distance south of Bering Strait as 
late as the end of June. The whalers had taken but 
few whales, — only nine for the whole fleet. Si. Law¬ 
rence Bay did not open until July 1. The Leo, 
bound for Point Barrow to relieve the party at the 
U. S. international polar station, had arrived at Plover 
Bay July ?>, During the last few days of June 
strong southerly winds prevailed, driving the ice 
northward, so that at least one of the steam-wlialcrs 
was able to reach ten leagues north of Cape LUbarne, 
The Corwin hail not arrived. The bark Marj and 
Susan had been nipped, and was leaking badly; aud 


the steam-whaler Balaena had returned to Plover 
Bay with the Io«s of her propeller-blades. Most of 
the fleet met south of St. Paul Island* in latitude 57° 
N., in April, and were fast hi the ice from forty to 
eighty days; encountering very heavy ice and severe 
cold. Tlje whales in their northward migration 
passed Cape Chaplin about July 0. The bark Hunt¬ 
er had been injured by a serious fire In the fore¬ 
castle. A small number of walrus had been taken 
In default of larger game. Notwithstanding the 
unfavorable spring, a few weeks suitable weather 
may change the conditions sufficiently to enable the 
fleet to make a fair season's catch; but it must bo 
confessed that tlio prospect of this, as well as for the 
Leo’s reaching Point Barrow, and securing the 
desired observations there, are not encouraging.— 
w. it. n. |2p3 

(Africa.) 

Revoil'a journey to SomaU-land. — M. G. Bovoll, 
recently intrusted with the direction of an expedi¬ 
tion to SomafUand by the French ministry of public 
Instruction, left Zanzibar about the first of May. 
During detentions at Aden ami Zanzibar, collections 
of natural history and ethnology were obtained, and 
the members of the party instructed in the methods 
of work. Friendly relations were established with 
several chiefs of the Somali coast, who were on an 
annual visit to Zanzibar, aud recommendations to 
various tributary chieftains obtained from the sultan. 
M. Kevoil intended to enter the country with Arab 
guides at Mogadoxo. and to ascend the YVtfbbi River 
to Geledi, whence, after a short stay, he would proceed 
to Gananeh on the Juba River, which he would en¬ 
deavor to map, while obtaining collections of all 
kinds. After this the Juba would be ascended to the 
region of the Ugadines toward the west, or be would, 
enter the Gal la country toward Kaffi and Shoa, 
where it is thought the friendly relations of the 
French with King Mertelik would lnsnfe him a favor¬ 
able reception. It is expected that tile journey will 
terminate by traversing the country to Harrar, and 
thence to Zella on the Gulf of Aden. — (Compten 
rendm hoc* p^ogr,, no. II.) Vf. u. tf. [206 

EOdLOGY. 

Kolinski 

Existence of a oh ell in Notarchua. — V ays- 
alfcre has demonstrated the expense of a minute 
internal spiral shell in Notarchuj. Taken into con¬ 
sideration with a similar discovery by Krohu in Gas- 
teropteron, the author thinks if very probable that 
both are persistent embryonic alells (in Notarchus it 
is about one-fiftieth as Jong as tie animal itself), and 
that an analogous appendage will be found eventually 
in most fcecfclbranchs, which, ui to the present time, 
have been considered sheilas. — (t/ouro. de con- 
chyl, xxii. 4.) w. H. o. J [207 

New abyssal moHusks,i- Fischer describes a 
number of new species from tpe deep-sea dredgings 
of the Travaitleur in 1882, TheyVlndg to the gen¬ 
era DentaUum, Mltra, Slpho, Aieudoinurex, and Belo- 
mitra. The latter is a newtenus resembling Bela, 
but with numerous small pUefUims on Use columella, . 
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One species, Mitracryptodon, comes from a depth of 
3,1100 metres in the Atlantic, — probably the greatest 
depth recorded for any species of that genus np to 
the present time. — (Joum. d« eonchyl,, xxil. 4.) 
W. H. B. [208 

VERTEBRATES. 

Roptiles. 

Restoration of Brontosaurus, — In the con¬ 
tinuation of his papers on Sauropoda, Marsh gives the 
accompanying restoration of Brontosaurus almost 
entirely from a single individual about fifty feet long, 
** The head was remarkably small; the neck w as 
long, and, considering its proportions, flexible, and 
was the lightest portion of the vertebral column; the 
body was <juite short, ami the abdominal cavity of 
moderate size; the legs and feet were massive, and 
the bones all solid; the feet were plantigrade, and 
each footprint must have been about a square yard 
in extent; the tail was large, and nearly all the bones 
solid.” Special attention is drawn to the head, 
which is ** smaller in proportion to the body than 
in any vertebrate hitherto known,” the entire skull 
weighing and measuring less than the fourth or fifth 
cervical vertebra. The animal is estimated to have 
weighed more than twenty tons, was more or less 
amphibious, probably fed on aquatic plants, and was 
doubtless a ‘stupid, slow-moving reptile/ wholly 
wanting any offensive or defensive weapons.— (Amcr, 
jourru se., Atig.) [209 

Mammals. 


Influence of pressure on heart-beat— Many 
observers have noticed that the mammalian heart, 
after the death of the animal, will, under certain con¬ 
ditions, continue to beat spontaneously for some 
hours, especially if artificial inflation of the lungs is 
kept up. Kwald and Kobcrt have made some ob¬ 
servations on this subject, inflating the heart directly 
with air, and find that hearts which have ceased to 
beat spontaneously, or after the application of me¬ 
chanical stimuli, will again give contractions when 
the pressure within their cavities is raised. They 
come to the conclusion that one of the conditions 
which the blood fpusfc fulfil, in order to maintain the 
heart in activity, fe, that it must exert a certain press¬ 
ure on the hcarbw&lla. — ( l*JHiyer f s orc/nt, xxxi. 
107.) w. iv it. [210 


Bpiphyaea on the centra of the vertebrae of 
the manatee. — M\ Albrecht describes these rudi¬ 
mentary epiphyses length. He believes that the 
presence of crests and furrows upon the interverte¬ 
bral faces is a sure indication of epiphyses; but ho 
goes further* and describes these processes. They 
are 1 partially ossified n a peripheral cone, particular¬ 


ly in the dorsal regloi 
sis that the epiphyses 
ones, basing it upon 
ridges and grooves u 
(Bull. mu». hint nat 


He also forms the hypothe- 
e the remnants of more perfect 
e fact of the presence of the 
m the faces of the centra, — 
lg. f ii. 1883 , 38 .) f. w. t. 

[1U 

The ekulla of 'aeaakina.— A short time since, 
attention was called to the investigations made upon 
criminals and delinquents, with a view to study the 
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♦early stages of humanity. The discussion is kept up 
by the French society, and most elaborate measure¬ 
ments are reported, M. Dally is not quite satisfied 
with the methods, however, and makes the following 
remarks. It is very wrong to confound things differ¬ 
ent inter ae under one abstract term, and to study 
them as a natural group. Assassins, murderers, 
criminals, and even the assassinated, constitute 
juridical categories; but surely they are not philo¬ 
sophic, Highwaymen, ravish era, the jealous, mono¬ 
maniacs, avengers, nihilists, etc,, may be assassins; 
yet they have nothing in common, except that their 
actions lead to the same result. The organic, con¬ 
ditions which lead to murder are quite different in 
each case. Again: every one knows that nothing is 
more rare than a perfectly symmetrical skull. Before 
establishing * the proportions of anomalous crania 
among criminals, it is necessary to fix the standard 
among the virtuous. In fact, all men who have 
heavy lower jaws arc not necessarily assassins; nor 
can we assume that all crime is evidence of atavism, 
and argue, bonce, that in the anatomy of murderers 


we have the portraits of our prehistoric ancestors. — 
(Hull hoc* anthrop , Paris, v. 778.) jr. w. p. [212 
Baa ter Island. — Commander Bouverle F. Clark, 
In June last, visited the Easter Island, landing at the 
village of Malaveri, where the vessel was hoarded by 
Mr. Alexander Salmon, agent of the Malson llrander 
of Tahiti, who purchased the property of the mis¬ 
sionaries four years ago. The latter then left for the 
Gambier Archipelago, taking three hundred natives 
with them. The natives now number a hundred 
and fifty, arid are decreasing. About five hundred 
were shipped to Tahiti eight years ago, to work on 
the plantations of the Maison Brander. Among the 
remaining people are no traces of the missionary 
work. They are divided into several small clans; 
and their chief quarrels are about the first eggs of 
the ‘ wide-awake ’ every year from Needle rock. 
The myth or tradition of their arrival is given by 
Commander Clark, who also speaks hopefully of 
the fertility of the island, as well as its value as a 
provision istation,— (/Voc. toy, yeoyr. hoc., v . 40.) 
d, w. i\ [213 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


PUBLIC AND FKIVATE INSTITUTIONS. 

University of Michigan. 

Central laboratory for microscopy and general 
histology .—Instruction is given In this laboratory 
in the following subjects. 1. Microscopical technics, 
or the science and art of microscopy, comprising, 
(a) the theory and construction of the instrument and 
its various accessories; (b) the methods of determin¬ 
ing magnifications; (c) the methods of microscopic 
drawing, microscopic photography, and microscopic 
projections; (d) the preparation of objects of various 
classes. 2. Human histology. 3. Comparative his¬ 
tology. 4. Vegetable histology. 5. Dental histol¬ 
ogy. 0. Pathological anatomy. 7. Completion of 
microscopic study in such other subjects as may be 
desired by professors in charge, 

Tim following is the plan pursued in the principal 
divisions: — 

N (inn al human histology.—Tills course con¬ 
sists of thirty lectures in the amphitheatre on the 
use of the microscope and on histology. In laboratory 
work the student is taught the manipulation of the 
instrument, use of accessories, etc. Then follows 
the study of such subjects as blood, epithelium, bone, 
tooih, cartilage, elastic tissue, muscle, kidney, 
stomach, liver, intestine, brain, spinal cord, and 
various miscellaneous subjects, as the oesophagus, 
tongue, skin, etc. The students arc given list ruc¬ 
tion in mounting, so that each specimen is prtfcerved 
as it is studied. The average number of mounts per 
student is about twenty. Each student is required 
to have at least twelve mounts, and some ambitious 
ones mount as high as fifty or sixty. Cher six 
thousand mounts are carried away each y^ar by 
students iu this department. The object L>f the 


course is, first, to make the student better acquainted 
with the structure of tissues, and, second, that ho 
may become familiar enough with the microscope 
and its manipulations to work to advantage without 
the aid of an instructor. 

Vegetable histology.—The first course con¬ 
sists of work in structural botany for a term of twenty 
weeks. Special attention is given to tlm correct re¬ 
presentation of microscopic objects on paper. .Sixty 
accurate drawings of the various structures examined 
during the course are required of each student, the 
specimens being prepared by the students themselves. 
Vegetable protoplasm is studied with the special 
view of ascertaining the effects of the various re¬ 
agents employed iu general laboratory work. Then 
follow lessons on the vegetable cp\U, diatoms, and 
other miscellaneous subjects. / 

Course two iu vegetable histology consists of work 
In pharmaceutical botany, three forenoons of labora¬ 
tory work each week for twenty weeks. At the 
close of the course each stndentjbhooses a particular 
drug, studies it thoroughly, and (presents the results 
of his labors in the form of a thesis. 

Advanced normal and pathological histology. 
—' Any student who has completed the primary course 
in the histological laboratory, 4r who has performed 
an equivalent amount of work-in some other institu¬ 
tion, can enter the class for /advanced work. The 
first work here is in testing objectives with test- 
plates and diatoms, and in bumming more familiar 
with a few useful accessories The art of injecting 
is then taken up, and the frjg and cat are experi¬ 
mented upon, as well as individual organs from 
larger animals. Each studiot then chooses some 
particular organ or tissue,/and prepares it iu as 
many ways as possible for Judy. He thus becomes 
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familiar with the various methods of hardening, 
cutting, and staining. Fathologioal structures are 
now carefully studied. This includes the study of 
inflammation and iU results, the study of diseased 
organs ami tissues, ami of the lion-inflammatory 
new formations. 

Em bryology. — A study of the development of 
the chick, including microscopic sections of the 
Bame. 

Urinalysis. — A course of six weeks in the 
chemical analysis of the urine, including the use of 
the microscope in determining the character of the 
various deposits and crystals. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

I)r. H. Newell Martin, professor of biology In 
Johns Hopkins university, has been appointed 
Ooonian lecturer of the Royal society of London 
for the current year. The Croonian lecture was 
founded by Lady Natl I i or, in fulfilment of a plan of 
her former husband, l>r. Cruone, one of the founders 
and the first registrar of the Royal society. By her 
will, made In 1701, she devised “one-flfth of the 
clear rent of the King's-Head Tavern, in or near Old 
Fl*h Street, London, at the corner of Lambeth JJill, 
to he vested in the Royal society, for the support of a 
lecture and illustrative experiment on local motion/' 
For many years past there has been no formal delivery 
of the lecture. The council of the Royal society 
select from the papers presented to them during the 
preceding twelve months that one dealing with ani¬ 
mal motion which they think most noteworthy, and 
publish it as iho Croon ian lecture, sending to the 
author the sum derived from Lady Hadller s bequest. 
The amount of money is trivial, but the appointment 
as Croonian lecturer is n highly prized distinction. 
The paper by Professor Martin, which is to be printed 
as the Crooniau lecture for 1883, is on the Effect of 
changes of temperature on the beat of the heart. 
It is interesting to note that the flrst Croonian lecture, 
delivered by Dr. Stuart in 1738, was on the Motion 
of the heart. 

— .Nature of Au§, 2 prints the following telegram 
from the Swedish tiarty which wintered at Spitsber¬ 
gen, and was last board from in October, “ Capo 
Thordsen, July 4, This message will be for¬ 

warded to-morrow to Capt, Htartsehin, with the boat 
fetching our first null this year. The wintering of 
the expedition has In every respect been attended 
with success, particularly as the scientific researches 
have throughout been carried on exactly in accord¬ 
ance with the regulations formulated by the Inter¬ 
national polar comtnission. Hydrographical anti 
magnetic studio* have also been pursued ou the ice 
in the Ice Fjord, as Well as parallax measurements 
of clouds, and observations as to the temperature of 
. the air, the snow, and the earth. The winter has, on 
the whole, been mild; the greatest cold occurring on 
Jan, 2, when the thermometer registered 8l>.f>° C. 
below freezing-point, Storms have been few. Since 
September last the following buildings have been 


erected: abut on a mountain at an elevation of 
270 metres, containing the anemometer and the wind¬ 
fall, which were read by a self-registering electrical 
apparatus; two astronomical observatories; another 
magnetic but; a bath-house, a forge, and a wood 
storehouse. The dwelling-house and working-room 
have also been enlarged. The following game was 
shot during the winter: 61 ptarmigans, 9 reindeer, 
18 wild geese, 20 foxes, and some wild fowl. With 
continuous labor, plenty of food and drink, and 
frequent baths, the members of the expedition have 
throughout enjoyed excellent heal tin Descriptions 
of the nature of our labor and life here during the 
wintering will follow*” 

— The new biological laboratory of the Johns Hop¬ 
kins university, which will be opened next Septem¬ 
ber, has been especially constructed with reference 
to providing opportunity for advanced work in ex¬ 
perimental physiology. It*contains two large rooms 
for general advanced work in animal physiology, in 
addition to others specially designed for work with 
the speetroseojie, with the myograph, for electro- 
physiological researches, and for physiological chem¬ 
istry. It also contains a special room constructed 
for advanced histological work, and well supplied 
with apparatus and reagents, a room for micro- 
photography, and rooms for advanced work in ani¬ 
mal morphology. 

Trot C. H. F. Peters of Clinton, N.Y,, announces 
to Harvard college observatory the discovery of a 
new planet by him on the night of Aug. 12. Its 
position at time of discovery was as follows; Aug. 
12, 18 hours, 40 minutes, 27 seconds, Clinton moan 
time; right ascension, 21 hours, 20 minutes, 48.17 
seconds; declination, south, 12 degrees, 29 minutes, 
8/2 seconds. The daily motion of the object is — 36 
seconds in right ascension, and Jn declination 20 
minutes arid ^50 seconds south. It is unusually bright 
for an asteroid, being of the ninth magnitude. 

— The Nation for Aug. 2 calls attention to a very 
interesting feature of the table of ages (table XLII.) 
in thje compendium of the tenth census. The table 
exhibits an astonishing preponderance of persons 
whose age is a ‘round number,’ ho., a multiple of 
five <ri ten. One of the instances mentioned Is, that 
whili, according to the table, there are t,091,324 
porsejns at the age of 30, there are only 021,852 per¬ 
sons pf 29 years, and only 492,531) persons of 31 years. 
The Hi Is a less powerful but still very marked and 
constant attraction to even numbers as compared 
with odd: for example, 42 claims 458,949, while 48 is 
content with 384,259; 47 is credited with 349,512, but 
48 with 400.649. Those are from the table of aggre¬ 
gates! for the United States. The peculiarities are, of 
course, much more strongly marked in the columns 
referring to the classes and localities where there is 
most) ignorance. Thus the number of the colored 
females in Mississippi who are put down as 30 years 
of age is .10,619, while the years immediately preced¬ 
ing i^nd following are given only 2,253 and 1,236 
respectively. 

TlAs writer of the interesting note in the Nation 
attributes the phenomenon to conjectural statements 
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by people who did not know their own ages; but 
probably only a small part of it is due to that cause, 
at least in the more intelligent portions of the popula¬ 
tion. In so intelligent a state as Tthodo Island, for 
instance, we find for the years 29, 30, 31, the numbers 
3,905, 0,550, 3,112; which is not much better than in 
the aggregate of the United States. How much is 
due to guessing by relatives, servants, masters, etc,, 
and especially to suggestions and guesses by the 
census-gatherers themselves, — who, of course, do 
not regard the exact ages aa important, and most 
of whom have probably no strong views ou the 
subject of the ‘personal equation,’ — no one can 
tell, but probably very much more than to peo¬ 
ple's ignorance of their own ages. An examination 
and comparison of the original note-books of the 
various census-takers would furnish materials for an 
interesting exorcise, if nothing more, in statistical re¬ 
search, and might reveal approximately the extent to 
which the personal qualifies of the census-takers has 
affected the result; while a comparison of the table 
with well-established tables of mortality might enable 
us to estimate the force of the tendency to under¬ 
state age which would doubtless be found to exist. 
The whole thing makes a very pretty problem, and 
serves to illustrate in a rather gross and exaggerated 
way the complexity of statistical investigations. 

— Wo learn from Nature that a meeting which 
may have an important result upon science and art 
instruction in England has been Inaugurated at 
Manchester. An association has been establislied to 
effect the general advancement of the profession of 
science and art teaching by securing improvements 
in the schemes of study, and the establishment of 
satisfactory relations between teachers and the Sci¬ 
ence and art department, the city and guilds of 
Loudon institute, and other public authorities. It 
proposes also to collect such information as may he 
of service to teachers professionally; and it will en¬ 
deavor, by constant watchfulness, to advance the 
status and material interests of science and art 
teachers in all directions. The president of the new 
association is Professor Jluxlcjr, and the vice-presi¬ 
dents are Dr. II. E. Uoscae, Mr. Norman Lockyer, Pro¬ 
fessor Boyd Dawkins, Professor Gamgee, Professor 
Ayrton, Professor Silvan us Thompson, Dr. John 
Watts, Mr. H. Leigh-Gregson, Mr. John Ange l, Mr. 
W. Lockett Agnew, Mr. C. M. Foden, and Mr. J. H. 
Iteynolds. Mr. W. E. Crowther, of the Technical 
school and mechanic’s institution, Manchester, Is 
the honorary secretary; and all communications 
should be addressed to him, especially by those who 
are desirous of forming affiliated unions in other 
districts. We believe that branches are already 
being established at Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Liver¬ 
pool. 

— The attorney-general of the United States has 
approved the title to the proposed site of the fish- 
coiumission establishments at Wood’s Ilpll, Mass.; 
and the contracts for the work on the breakwater, 
pier, and basin, will, it is expected, soon be m^de. 

— King’s Dictionary of Boston, after the manner 
of Dickens’s Dictionary, of. London, has recently 


been published. Edwin M. Bacon is the editor. A 
abort introduction is written by George E. Elba, D.D. 
Tim brief notices of the libraries and scientific asso¬ 
ciations of Boston are satisfactory, and well brought 
down to date. 

— For the last two years a couple of buck moun¬ 
tain sheep have been running with the flock of Mr, 
Bailey of Bull Run Basin, Nevada; and there arc now 
between twenty and thirty half-breed lambs in the 
lot, According to the Tuscarora mining news, they 
are mostly covered with hair, although there is some 
wool amongst it. They carry their heads high, like 
the wild sheep, but are as easily herded as those of 
pure domestic blood. They are of no value for shear¬ 
ing, but are said to make excellent mutton. 

— The subsidences of land In the Cheshire salt-dis¬ 
tricts of England is again becoming alarming. The 
bed of the river Weaver has widened out below Norlh- 
wJeli, forming a lake of about two miles square, called 
the Flashes. Crater-like holes suddenly fall in, form¬ 
ing in a day or two deep ponds of saltish water. In 
one instance, two years ago, the river Itself flowed 
backwards into tbo subsidence for the space of two 
minutes, filling up several old rock-salt mines in the 
neighborhood: from these the water is now pumped, 
and used as brine. Land-owners in the neighborhood 
brought a bill into Parliament during the session of 
1882, to obtain compensation for the damage done by 
the salt-works; but it was argued that subsidence 
would occur by natural filtration, even if the brine 
Were unworked, and the bill was thrown out. 

— Mr. Albert Marth, F.R.A.S., ban succeeded I)r. 
W. Doberck as astronomer at Col. Cooper’s observa¬ 
tory, Markree, Ireland, 
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THE LESSONS OF THE MEETING. 

The question as to the distance from the 
eastern seaboard to which the American 
association for the advancement of science 
can carry its annual assemblages is partly 
solved by the meeting at Minneapolis, That 
has registered about three hundred members 
in attendance; a small number, indeed, as 
compared with the Boston and Montreal meet¬ 
ings, but larger than was at first anticipated. 
One-third came from the Atlantic and New- 
England states. Astronomy and physics are 
fairly represented in the list; geology, as was 
expected, claimed the largest proportion; of 
botanists, there were over twenty-five — this 
was a surprise; the ethnologists were in con¬ 
siderable force; in all other branches of 
science, the attendance was somewhat meagre. 

This, therefore, has not been one of the 
large meetings. Its addresses and papers 
have not. contained any very striking featuro 
that appealed to the interest of the general 
public. Oa the other hand, all that Was pre¬ 
sented, with few exceptions, though not bril¬ 
liant, was above mediocrity. Looking over 
the list of papers, we find fewer than usual 
of the kind that brings sorrow to the hearts of 
scientific students! that provokes the question, 
IIow did such things ever pass the standing 
and sectional committees? 

The merits and the disadvantages of the pres¬ 
ent system of conducting these meetings have 
been placed in very sharp light. Excellent 
addresses were delivered by most of the presi¬ 
dents of sections ; in fact, these productions 
this year are a credit to the association. But 
the Strain of obtaining such representative 
addresses from so many sections will soon be 
parent : it may prove difficult to find the 
men to deliver them, within a very few years, 
fee number of sections continues 

; 


tp increase. The delivery of two or more of 
these addresses simultaneous!}", and the com¬ 
pletion of the delivery of all of them in one 
afternoon, was felt to be a matter of grave 
injustice, both to speakers and hearers. v To 
our readers we shall offer the only remedy now 
possible for this injustice, by printing the ad¬ 
dresses in full, and by detachments. 

Local committees, in cities to which the 
association will hereafter be invited, may learn 
some valuable lessons from the experience at 
Minneapolis, There was no lack of hospi¬ 
table intention: the hearty courtesies of & 
western community were liberally extended. 
But the generous intentions were not carried 
out in the minor details that are essential to 
comfort if not to success. The meetings were 
held at a distance from the city, at the extreme 
end of a one-horse car route. Consequently 
the conveyances were overcrowded, much time 
was lost in going and coming* and — worse 
than all — few of the citizens of Minneapolis 
attended the sessions. We do not remember 
a meeting of tb^ association at which the local 
interest, so far as audiences indicate it, was so 
deficient. The hotel selected for headquarters 
was not agreeable, because not exactly suit¬ 
able. Members scattered to distant points, 
finding delicious havens of rest and recreation 
at summer-hotels on the lakes, but having to 
take yet longer time to attend the daily ses¬ 
sions* Free railroad transportation was pro¬ 
vident© these distant resorts, but there was 
a cotWfcsing uncertainty about late trains that 
caused many embarrassments. These things, 
may be trifles, but they are apt to be remem¬ 
bered when the lavishness of entertainment is 
forgotten* 

As war anticipated, the association has 
chosen Philadelphia for its next session, wherta 
we may lopk again for the great numbers 
which attended the Boston and Montreal meet¬ 
ings. The exact date for holding it hhs been 
wisely left in the hands df the executive board* 
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pending the choice of time by the British 
association for their Montreal meeting. A 
preference, however, has been indicated for the 
week beginning Sept. 3, — a date earlier than 
usual, but welcome to all who know how warm 
Philadelphia can be in August. 

w. c. w. 


ME LIABILITY OF THE EVIDENCE OB¬ 
TAINED IN THE STUDY OF CO NT AO I A . 

Theke is certainly a disposition, among some 
of our scientific men, to doubt the possibility 
of making direct and satisfactory demonstra¬ 
tions of the rdle played by the schizophytes, 
or microbift, in the production of disease, and 
t*mt which they may be compelled to take in 
its prevention. Kecent publications by ac¬ 
cepted authorities have tended rather to con¬ 
firm those doubts than to remove them, and 
we are frequently asked if our results are not 
founded on probabilities rather than on defi¬ 
nite and conclusive facts. While this uncer¬ 
tainty is still felt, it is well to occasionally 
review the connection between the facts estab¬ 
lished and the conclusions drawn from them. 

Though the schizophytes are the smallest of 
living organisms, that is not an insurmountable 
obstacle to their careful study, as is proved by 
the well-known investigations of the^&cillua 
antbracis by Koch. His demonstration that 
this exists in two forms (a vegetating filament 
and a spore), and that the latter survives un¬ 
favorable conditions which destroy the former, 
enabled him to trace a connection between the 
activity of the virus and the life of the para¬ 
site, which other investigators had failed to 
establish. Thus, the blood, of anthrax vic¬ 
tims, which contained only Bacillus rods, lost 
its power to reproduce the disease after a few 
days' putrefaction; while that which contained 
spores remained virulent an indefinite time. 
A certain degree of cold, and also an insuffi¬ 
cient supply of oxygen, prevent the formation 
of spores ; and, the filaments being short-lived, 
the organism loses its vitality in a few days 
under such conditions. If spores had formed 
before the liquid was exposed to these con¬ 
ditions, however, they were unaffected, and 
were capable of germination after weeks or 
months. Again : if a virulent liquid was large¬ 
ly diluted, the filaments were destroyed, but the 
spores survived. In all these cases the activ¬ 
ity of the virus disappeared with the death of 
the organism, and was retained whenever the 
formation of spores had enabled this to 'resist 
the unfavorable conditions. 


Here was a proof of the pathogenic charac¬ 
ter of the schizophyte much more satisfactory 
than the mere demonstration of its presence in 
all cases of the disease, or the additional evi¬ 
dence that it might be passed through n certain 
number of cultivation-flasks; the liquid in the 
last being as virulent as in the first. 

Since Koch's paper was published, Pasteur 
has added observations of an equally convin¬ 
cing character. The liquid part of the virus 
may be freed from the organism either by 
filtering through }>laster or by decanting after 
it has stood in a constant temperature for a 
few days to allow the germs to gravitate to the 
bottom of the flask. In either case the liquid 
is harmless, and the separated germs still pro¬ 
duce the disease. Again : compressed oxygen 
destroys the filaments, but does not affect the 
spores; and a virus containing only the former 
loses its activity when treated with this agent, 
while one in which spores have formed retains 
its virulence. 

We are able to say, therefore, that, in the 
disease known by the French as cliarbon and 
by the English as anthrax, no liquid is virulent 
unless it contains the living Bacillus antbracis, 
and that the death of this organism always 
coincides with the destruction of the virulence. 

Tins demonstration of the pathogenic action 
of the Bacillus cannot but be regarded as equal¬ 
ly satisfactory with what is obtained by inves¬ 
tigations in other departments of biological 
science. If the observations of these gentle¬ 
men are accurate, and they have been con¬ 
firmed too often to be doubted, then there Is 
no escaping the conclusion that the Bacillus 
antbracis is the essential and only cause of 
anthrax. 

It is not to be denied, however, that the 
size of the parasite in anthrax, and the fact 
of its existence under two forms having such 
unequal resistance to unfavorable conditions, 
were characters which greatly facilitated the 
demonstration of its pathogenic relation to 
the disease. Is it possible to obtain equally 
satisfactory evidence in regard to the smallest 
of the schizophytes, and one which only exists 
iu the vegetating condition ? 

The micrococcus of chicken-cholera is of 
this kind, and it is consequently very inter¬ 
esting to see just what progress we have made 
in demonstrating its identity with the virulent 
principle. We know from Pasteur's investi¬ 
gations that it is always present in this dis¬ 
ease ; that it may be cultivated, and passed 
from flask to flask for many times, without 
losing its virulence. The filtered liquid loses 
its activity; that from which the germs are 
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separated by gravitation is equally harmless. 
Taking up the study here, I have proved that 
the exact degree of heat which, in a given time, 
kills the micrococcus (lff2° F. for lo minutes), 
destroys the virulence at precisely the same 
point; also that the proportion of carbolic acid, 
of sulphuric acid, and of a solution of chlo¬ 
rides (Platt’s), which destroys the virulenco 
in from two to four hours, corresponds with 
the proportion which is required to kill the 
organism in the same time. 

The effect of heat and of these disinfect¬ 
ants on the virus was determined by inocula¬ 
tion experiments. The point at which the 
micrococcus is killed was learned b 3 f placing a 
drop or two of virus in the sterilized liquid of 
a cultivation-tube after the proper proportion 
of disinfectant had been added. In a given 
time a dr£p was taken from this tube, and 
placed in a second one which contained a 
favorable medium for the growth of the germs. 
If the sehizophytos had been destroyed by the 
disinfectant, there would be no multiplication; 
while, if they had resisted it, they would cer¬ 
tainly reveal the fact by developing in their 
usual manner. The exact correspondence 
which exists between the results of the two 
series of experiments in every case, is also an 
evidence of the reliability of the method. 

While it might be conceived, that, even 
tboligh the virulent agent consisted of some¬ 
thing entirely different from the micrococcus, 
both might be destroyed by the same degree 
of heat in the same time, it is not conceiv¬ 
able that this would also occur from the effect 
of three different chemical agents. If it were 
necessary, this line of evidence could probably 
be increased indefinitely; but it is already 
equal to what is usually considered necessary 
to demonstrate a point in other departments of 
science* 

It Is possible, then, by present methods of 
research, to determine satisfactorily whether a 
given organism is the cause of a certain dis¬ 
ease, or whether it is an epi-phenoroenon; 
and, if there is still much dobbt in regard to 
some of these, it would seem to <be owing to 
the fact that observers have relied too im¬ 
plicitly upon the microscope, and neglected the 
cultivation and inoculation experiments, that 
are essential to definite and reliable conclu¬ 
sions. E. Salmon. 


SPONGE-CULTURE 4N FLORIDA , 

Thb U* S< national museum has lately re¬ 
ceived from Messrs, M^ason and Robbins, 


sponge-importers of New York, an interesting 
contribution representing the first successful 
attempts at sponge-cultivation on the Ameri¬ 
can coast. It consists of only four specimens, 
all of the finest or sheep’s-wool variety, which 
were raised from cuttings at Key West, Fla., 
by the agent of the above-named firm. The 
localities in which the sponges were planted 
were not the most favorable for sponge-devel¬ 
opment, and their growth was therefore less 
rapid and perfect than might otherwise have 
been the case. They were fastened to the 
bottom, in a depth two feet and a half, 
by means of wires or sticks running through 
them, and allowed to remain down a period of 
about six months before they were taken up. 
Fully four months elapsed before they recov¬ 
ered from the injury done them in the cutting, 
which removes the outer ‘ skin' along the 
edges of the section; and the actual growth 
exhibited was for about two months only. 
The original height of each of the cuttings 
was about two inches and a half. One was 
planted in a cove or bight where there was 
little or no current, and its iucreaso in size 
was very slight. The other specimens were 
placed in title-ways, and have grown’ to from 
four to six times their former bulk, which 
certainly promises well for the future of 
sponge-propagation. Two hundred and six¬ 
teen specimens in all were planted at the same 
date, and, at the last accounts, those which 
remained were doing finely. 

The chief obstacle to the artificial cultiva¬ 
tion of sponges at Key West arises from the 
fact that vj^he sponge-fishermen infest every 
part of theTGgion where sponges are likely to 
grow, and there is no legal protection for the 
would-be culturist against intruders. Tho 
enactment of judicious laws bearing upon this 
subject by the state of Florida, or the grant¬ 
ing of special privileges conferring the right 
to occupy certain prescribed areas for sponge- 
propagation, would undoubtedly tend to in¬ 
crease the annual production of this important 
fishery, which 1ms remained at a standstill for 
several years past, mainly because of the 
partial exhaustion of several of the most ex¬ 
tensive sponging-areas. 

Accompanying these artificial growths was 
a collection of over a hundred specimens of 
the various grades of Florida sponges of 
different sizes, each labelled with its sup]>osed 
age, based upou estimates of the average rate 
of growth, by the sponge-collectors. This 
entire collection now forms a part of the 
American exhibit at the great London fisheries 
exhibition- Rathbun. 
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THE CONDITIONS NECESSARY FOR 
THE SENSATION OF LIGHT . 

It is generally assumed that the only condi¬ 
tion necessary for the production of the sen¬ 
sation of light by the action of radiant energy 
is, that the radiant energy must be of a certain 
wave-length within the limits of wave-length 
of the visible spectrum, namely, between wave¬ 
lengths 7*004x 10 0 centimetres and $.933X 
10“® centimetres ; that, when the eye perceives 
nothing, none of these wave-lengths can be 
present* It is worth jvhile, therefore, to ex¬ 
amine those physical conditions that result in 
giving the sensation of light to ascertain 
whether such assumption is warranted. As to 
the .eye itself, it will not make any difference 
so far as this question is concerned, whether one 
accepts the Young-Helmholtz theory of vision, 
the Herring theor}’, or any other. The only 
important fact is, that, in either, energy is re¬ 
quired aud is expended in the eye; but it is 
important to know how to measure the energy, 
and to have a tolerably clear idea about its 
form. Without any question, a ray of radiant 
energy, such as is emitted by a heated molecule 
or atom of hydrogen, consists of a single line 
of undulations of a definite wave-length, for the 
molecule cools (that is, loses its heat-energy) 
by imparting it to the ether; and a 4 wave¬ 
length * is simply the distance to which such 
a disturbance in the ether will be propagated 
during the time of a single vibration of the 
molecple. As each vibration of the latter 
imparts some of its energy to the moving 
ether, it follows that the energy of a ray of 
light must depend upon the number of vibra¬ 
tions per second ; or, what is the same thing, 
the energy of the ray is proportional to its 
length. As all rays move with the same 
velocity in the ether, it follows that any object 
that should receive such radiant energy would 
receive an amount proportional to the time. 

Suppose, now, that an atom of hydrogen be 
made to vibrate, no matter how, so as to give 
a wave-length 0=0.562 x 10~ B centimetres. If 
such a ray falls upon the eye, it will produce 
the sensation of redness, and, if the eye re¬ 
ceives the vibrations for one second, it will 
receive 4.577 x 10™ vibrations; that is to say, 
it will receive as many undulations from the 
ether as the generating atom made in the 
interval of one second. Now, we know experi¬ 
mentally that the eye can perceive when the 
interval is as small as the millionth of a sec¬ 
ond, when the number of vibrations of such a 
ray as the above would be 4,577 x 10% a-Very 
respectable * number. It would seem probable 


that that number might be considerably re** 
duced, and stili leave a sufficient numlKsr to 
affect the eye. If the time-interval should be 
made so short as the one ten-billionth of a 
second, there would then be 45,770 such undur 
hitioris that would enter the eye. But there 
must be a limit to the number needed to' pro¬ 
duce the sensation; and it is also probable 
that this limit will differ in different persons. 
Admitting this time-limit, it follows that undu¬ 
lations of proper wave-length may exist about 
us, and yet not be sufficient in time-quantity 
to affect the eye. If other vertebrates or in¬ 
sects possess a shorter limit than man, it is 
certain that they will see when man cannot. 
But the energy of vibrations varies as the 
square of the amplitude; and hence, if one of 
two rays of equal length has a greater ampli¬ 
tude than the other, the latter miglit be seen, 
while the former might not, although they had 
the same wave-length. 

According to the kinetic theory of guses, 
the molecules arc in incessant motion, in 
which collisions result in changing the direc¬ 
tions of the free paths of each of the mole¬ 
cules, and also in making each to vibrate, 
because molecules are elastic. This vibratory 
motion proper, being a change of form of the 
molecule, is whatf constitutes its heat-energy. 
The interval between encounters gives oppor¬ 
tunity to each molecule to vibrate in its 6wn 
periodic time or some of its harmonics. Max¬ 
well computed the number of impacts per 
second for several gases, 1 and gives, for hydro¬ 
gen, 17,750 x 10®. If, then, we divide the num¬ 
ber of vibrations per second by the number of 
impacts, we shall h^ve the number of vibra¬ 
tions between impaota: 25,700. 

* 177,50x10® 

This is on the supposition that the vibrations 
produced are all of the wave-length of the 0 
hydrogen-line. 

It is highly probable that this hydrogen-line 
is not due to the fundamental vibrations of 
the hjxlrogbn molecule, hot that it is some 
harmonic (the twentieth, according to Stoney). 
Whatever its harmonic relation may be, it 
must be highly probable that it will frequently 
be produced when the conditions are as they 
are in ordinary gas; but, in normal conditions 
as to temperature, that gas Is not luminous. 
If this reasoning be right, the reason it is not 
luminous at ordinary temperatures and press¬ 
ures is due solely ^ to the flight amplitude of 
the vibrations' of ‘proper wave-length, not to 
their entire absence. When the gas is he&t- 

> tfaturt, 8q>t. *6, IS7S. 
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ed, or is impelled with great energy from the 
terminal of an induction-coil in a Geisler’s 
tube, it is not necessary to assume that the 
molecules are made to vibrate in wholly new 
periods, but that the amplitude of their vibra- 
lions in any and all periods has been in¬ 
creased, thereby giving greater amplitude, and 
consequent energy, to the radiant undulations 
emitted, sufficient to affect the eye. 

When one considers the kinetic energy of 
molecules due to their temperature, it seems 
probable that all bodies — solid and liquid, as 
well as gaseous — must l>e vibrating in all pos¬ 
sible periods continuously; but in solid sand in 
liquids the shortness of the free paths makes 
interference too frequent to allow any mole¬ 
cule to vibrate many times between impacts, 
and hence the harmonics suffer most, and are 
destroyed before they can have given rise to 
undulations in sufficient number or in ampli¬ 
tude to perform an)’ optical service. By heat¬ 
ing a solid, greater amplitude is giveu to all 
the vibrations, and we sec the red or longer 
undulations first during the process of healing, 
because such are less easily destroyed by im¬ 
pact than the shorter ones, which cannot lmvc 
at best so great an amplitude. This state¬ 
ment assumes that it is with molecules as it is 
with visible masses of matter : the greater the 
number of vibrations possible to it, the less 
the possible amplitude. 

With these conditions as stated, it is readily 
seen why common objects are not at all times 
visible, that is to say, are not luminous. It is 
because our eyes are not sensitive enough to 
respond to the slight energy of the undula¬ 
tions due to both lack of amplitude and short¬ 
ness of the rays, not because those rays are 
absolutely wanting, A. E. Dolbkak. 


RADIOMETERS WITH CURVED VANES . 

Among the radiometers in a collection which 
I have Tedently examined were two with curved 
vanes of silver. The radius of curvature was 
less than 2 cm. When placed in front of a 
lamp, the concave side moves towards the 
source of heat. I have found no satisfactory 
explanation Of these movements. According 
to a recent article by Dr. Pringeheira, the 
convex side of these vanes is supposed to be 
at a higher temperature than th6 concave side. 
The grounds for such an hypothesis are not 
obvious; aikA.it would aeons hardly possible 
that ah appreciable difference could exist be¬ 
tween the surfaces of a thin sheet of silver. 

It is more probable that the air on one side 
of the vane is hotter than that on the other. 


Since the ‘ kick ' of a molecule depends on 
its increase in temperature, the vane will 
move towards the side on whLch the air is the 
warmer. 

Dr.-Pringsheim mentions an experiment in 
which he brought the heat to a focus inside 
the radiometer at a point in front of'the vane. 
Ho found that the air gave no evidence of 
being heated* I repeated the experiment 
with solar heat, using a lens of three inches 
diameter and four inches focal length. The 
heat in air was sufficient to ignite instantly a 
common parlor match. When the focus was 
kept in front of the vane of an ordinary radi¬ 
ometer for two minutes, no appreciable effect 
was observed : the instant it touched the vanes, 
however, they gave a start, and began to in¬ 
volve. This experiment shows that the effects 
observed with curved vaues cannot be attributed 
to concentration of heat-rays from the vanes. 

According to the kinetic theory, this rota¬ 
tion is set up only if the molecules arriving 
on the convex side of thowane receive a greater 
positive increment to their velocity than those 
arriving on the concave side. These conditions, 
are satisfied in this way: if the vanes are 
warmer than the air, the particles leaving the 
vane in both directions have an increased velo¬ 
city ; but take, for instance, the particles 
moving in lines parallel to the axis of the 
concavity towards the vane from either side, 
those on the convex side are scattered by re¬ 
flection-, those on the concave side are brought 
to a focus at a distance (in this instrument) 
of less than 1 cm. from the vertex of the 
concavitj*)^ The molecules in the vicinity 
of this focus receive an increase of kinetic 
energy; and similar reasoning holds for the 
sets of molecules moving parallel to each other 
in any other direction. Hence the molecules 
on the concave side are hotter than .those on 
the convex side, though not necessarily so hot 
as the vane itself. Since the molecules on 
the concave side receive a smaller increase of 
velocity from the vane, they give it a smaller 
reactive push. 

The action of the case in a radiometer is* 
very prettily shown by wetting it with cold 
water* The action is best examined with 
curved vanes, or with vanes of metal covered 
on one side with mica. The rotation is at 
first in the same direction as on heating, show¬ 
ing that the air has become cooled by, contact 
with the glass, but is after a time reversed, 
showing, that, by quasbeondueftion through 
the abb the vanes have become cool, while the 
glass‘is regaining its original temperature. 

George W. Evans, 
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THE IGLOO OF THE INNU1T. 1 — II. 

Among the natives of North Hudson’s Bay, 
the first huts of the season, if there is a scarcity 
of compact enow, are made of ice. Rectan¬ 
gular slabs, three to four by six or six and 
one-half feet, are cut from some neighboring 
fresh-water lake where the ice has formed to a 
thickness of six inches. As a rough approxima- 


slahs weigh nearly half a ton. When dragged 
from the lake, they are turned on edge, and a 
hole cut through their centre. By means of a 
strong seal-skin line passed through this hole, 
two strong men can handle a slab with consid¬ 
erable case, moving or sliding it long distances. 
It takes four or five persons to put the first 
two together, the slight inclination which is 
given them holding them up when once in po- 
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tion, these slabs maybe said to be about the 
size of an ordinary door. The slabs are placed 
almost upright, resting on their ends, and joined 
so as to form a circular pen of from ten to fifteen 
feet in diameter. Over the top of this the sum* 
raer seal-skin tent (tot')-pik) is spread for a 
roof; being supported by the tent-poles cross¬ 
ing at convenient places, and held in place by 
a lashing of eeal-Bktn about a foot below the 
top of the ice-slabs. 

In one of the slabs, generally on the side 
facing the south, a large opening is Cut, which 
is further protected by a smaller storm-igloo 
having an entrance-hole no larger than the 
girth of the most corpulent Inriuit of that par¬ 
ticular village. 

As an aid in cutting, a rectangle is marked 
on the surface of the ice, having a width equal 
to the length of the proposed slabs, and from 
it they are cut with an ice-chisel (to6-oke). 
This chisel is generally a heavy mortising- 
ehisel, securely lashed to the end of a ]>olo 
fVom six to seven feet long. I have seen bay¬ 
onets, sabre or sword points, or sharpened files 
made to serve the same purpose. The Es¬ 
quimaux around King William’s Land used 
the spikes from, the wrecked ships of Sir John 
Franklin’s ill-fated expedition. The large k©- 

1 Continued from No. 2$, 


sition. After this, two or three are all that are 
needed to add each slab, until the house Is 
completed. When two slabs are abutted 
against each other, the edges are trimmed with 
a snow-knife to give as much hearing-surface 
as possible; and, when permanently set, snow 
dipped in water is applied to the joint inside 
and out, completely closing all crevices, and, 
when frozen, binding the two as solidly as if 
but one. A handful is also put in the central 
hole, which held the seal-skin thong, and the 
ice-pen is practically air-tight around its sides. 
The floor of snow has become packed by the 
treading of the builders; and over it are laid 
flat stones, on which are spread a great many- 
coarse robes of reindeer, musk-ox, and polar- 
bear skins, and over these the finer* reindeer- 
skins that make the bed, which occupies over 
half the floor. 

These ice-igloos are as transparent as glass; 
and before they are covered by the diifting 
enow, or their interiors dimmed by the smok* 
ing of the sooty lamps, a night-scene in one of 
those villages, especially if it be large, with 
the brilliant burning stone lamps in full blase, 
is one of the most beautiftit sights I ha\*e ever 
witnessed, especially in this dreary land. Could 
one imagine the little Lilliputs living itt flat 
candy-yars with drumhead covers, he would 
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have a fair miniature representation of an ice- 
village. 

One canvas tent becoming very uncomforta¬ 
ble on account of the intense cold, which had 
sunk to nearly — 30°F,,we had a large ice- 
igloo constructed, into winch we moved on the 
1st of November, 1878, and found it decid¬ 
edly more habitable. 

If the village be small, they generally con¬ 
struct an ice-house per day, all working, either 
cutting out the slabs, hauling them to the igloo 
site, putting them into shape, or chinking the 
cracks with wet snow; and this is continued 
until all are housed. If a large village, they 
divide into parties. 

Sometimes the Innuits will retain their ice- 
igloo, even after the snow has become fit 
for building-purposes, the seal-skin tent being 
removed, and a new dome-shaped roof made 
of snow-blocks. Such cases, however, are 
extremely rare; and unless this combination 
igloo is covered in thoroughly with deep snow¬ 
drifts, or with snow thrown upon it to a depth 
of at least four to six feet, it will not compare 
in comfort with that of snow alone. The rela¬ 
tive conductivity of the two materials, snow 
and ice, readily explains the reason. The ice 
also condenses the moisture of the breath, and 


the steam from cooking, more readily upon its 
cold, smooth surface ; and this becomes at last 
an almost unbearable annoyance, —an annoy¬ 
ance which can be comprehended without ex¬ 
planation. The advantage of this igloo of ice 
is in its stvaight upright walls, which give more 
room than the slanting 6ides of the snow-house, 
while it is also easier to build, the ice portion 
being already constructed. We lived in such 
an igloo during the winter of 1878-71); but none 
of the Innuits around us retained theirs, and 
often complained of the cold when in ours, and 
referred it to its peculiar construction. I might 
add, however, that our three bedrooms or bed- 
igloos, which were attached to and communicated 
with the main one of ice, were wholly of snow. 

As the reader must have already surmised 
from the hints given from time to time, the 
true igloo is built of snow, those already de¬ 
scribed being used but a very small portion of 
the year. It is used on all their winter jour¬ 
neys, even for a single night; and, as contrary 
to the prevailing belief, the Innuits travel the 
most during this season, one can see that a 
person sharing their life and travels would have 
many opportunities, during two long winters 
with them, to see igloo-building and igloo-life 
in nearly all its aspects. 
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When the native has decided to relinquish 
hie house of ice for one of snow, or on a sledge- 
journey has decided to go into camp, — in short, 
is going to build an igloo, — the first tiling done 
is to get out the ‘ snow-testers,’ with which they 
determine the compactness, depth, and general 
availability for building-purposes of the snow¬ 
drifts. The ancient style of snow-tester, a, and 



b - ~ — 1 —.... ^i i —frir'** 

BNOW-TKSTSR8, ANCIENT AND MODERN. 

those yet used by the Esquimaux who have no 
trading communications with the whalers and 
explorers, is one made from reindeer-horn, about 
the diameter of a little finger, and probably 
three feet long. One end is sharpened, and 
the other, formed as a button about the size of 
a quarter of a dollar, is held in the palm of the 
hand. The modern tester, 6, is simply the iron 
rod of the seal-spear with the barb removed. 

Having halted on some lake that they know 
by certain signs lias not yet frozen to the bot¬ 
tom, 1 the men scatter out like skirmishers 
along the deep snow-drifts near the shore, and 
commence prodding with their testers. Finally 
a shout from one shows that he has been suc¬ 
cessful ; and, leaving the tester sticking in the 
snow to mark the spot, he and the others re¬ 
turn to the sledges, which are then brought up, 
and the building commences. 

It takes considerable experience, coupled 
with good judgment, to pick out the best 
building-site ; and, while the constant; prodding 
with the testers oftentimes looks foolish to a 
spectator, it is no inconsiderable part of the 
performance. Snow which looks perfect on 
the crust may be friable beyond use a few 
inches deeper, and this the tester will reveal. 
Soft drifting snow may cover a bank of splen¬ 
did building-material. Again, the drift may be 
freely interspersed with hidden stones and 
bowlders, which the testers will bring to light 
if freely used. This testing for good snow 
generally occupies from ten minutes to a quar¬ 
ter of an hour: but I have seen it drawn out to 
an hour, or so long as it takes to build the igloo 
itself; and, in fact, I have seen them compelled 
to abandon the most favorable looking lake 
after having skirted its whole outline, and 
move on to the next. 

1 Till* to gtmwrally done by lying flat on the loo, and placing 
their eyes a# close to It fw the now will allow, when aomevnry* 
log peeuUarHlea of the lc«*coVor» decide their oonjeoture*. 

{To be continued.) 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPARATUS FOR 
ASTRONOMY. 

Thk accompanying figure represents an ap¬ 
paratus designed for use in teaching astronomy. 
It is mounted so that the axis on which it 
rotates is parallel to tho earth’s axis. Two 
circles represent the equinoctial and ecliptic, 
and on the latter is a strip of 
^ wire cloth to represent the zo¬ 

diac. The circles are of such 
a size that the meshes of the 
cloth (in this case a half-inch) 

. . wmaumm ar0 om degree in size, and 

larger meshes of five degrees 
are made, extending to the cir¬ 
cle of the equinoctial. The northern halves of 
the two colures help to hold all in position. 
The lower part of these latter circles are dis¬ 
pensed with, so that one may conveniently 
stand near the centre, the frame being of such 
a height as to bring the centre nearly on a 
level with the eye. 

It helps the beginner to obtain a clear con¬ 
ception of the fundamental circles so often 
referred to, of their actual position in the 



heavens, and their apparent diurnal change 
of motion. It enables him also to represent 
the sun, moon, and planets in their correct 
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positions at *any time, their right ascensions 
and declinations (or longitudes and latitudes) 
being given. For this purpose I use disks of 
cardboard, with small hooks attached by which 
they may be readily fastened to tile wires. It 
is, besides, very convenient to use in the expla¬ 
nation of many questions and topics that arise 
in the course of the subject. A light rod or 
wire attached to a standard serves as a hori¬ 
zon when required. 

The apparatus grew out of the need felt of 
something besides the celestial globe and the 
usual means of illustration for use in the lec¬ 
ture-room. The idea of it was suggested by a 
description of something like it which some 
one had seen ; but the description was so vague, 
I am unable to say how nearly similar is this 
design, or whether it is any improvement or not 
on what may be used elsewhere. But I have 
found it to serve a very good purpose in the 
lecture-room, and think it may be serviceable 
to other teachers. (J, B. Mkiuuman. 


HELL'S OBSERVATIONS OF THE TRAN¬ 
SIT OF VENUS IN 1769 . 

Profkbsok XicwcoMii has lately taken advantage 
of a visit to the Imperial observatory of Vienna to 
make, with the consent and support of its director, 
Prof. E. Weiss, an examination of Father Hell’s 
manuscript record, with reference to deciding on the 
alleged falsification of these observations by Hell 
himself. The result of his examination was so dif¬ 
ferent from that generally accepted, that Professor 
Newcomb prepared and presented to tlie Koyal 
astronomical society a statement of the evidence and 
his conclusions. The »|,ory of Hell’s supposed tam¬ 
pering with his observations of the transit, made at, 
Ward bus in 1709, is, in substance, that ho delayed 
publishing them so long as to give rise to the suspi¬ 
cion of intending to alter them;,that he showed 
them to no one until after he had received the 
observations made at other stations; that a cloud 
was thus thrown over their genuineness; that the 
suspicions thus excited were confirmed in 1885 
through the discovery and publication by Littrow of 
Hell’s original manuscript journal, which its author 
bad neglected to destroy; and that the examination 
of this journal showed numerous cases of alteration 
and erasure of the original observed figures, includ¬ 
ing the seconds of first interior contact, which had 
been completely erased, and replaced by new numbers 
inserted with different ink at some subsequent time. 
And the reason for all this was supposed to be, that 
Hell desired to publish, not his true observations, but 
results which should bo in the best possible accord¬ 
ance with the observations of others. More precise 
statements on some points are those: the transit 
occurred 1709, June 3; Hell’s party sailed from Ward- 
hus, June 27, but meeting with delays from adverse 


weather, and stopping to make observations, they did 
not roach Drontheim until Aug, 80; after some stay 
here and in Christiania, Copenhagen was reached 
on 8ept. 17; the observations wen: communicated to 
the Danish academy of sciences in November or 
December; the printing commenced Dec. 18, and on 
Jan. 13, 1770, Hell received twenty printed copies. 
Professor Newcomb remarks that he does not know 
the original authority for the statement that Hell 
was loudly called upon for his observations before 
he would consent to their publication. 

Tk6 document which Professor Newcomb has 
scrutinized is a thin manuscript volume in folio, con¬ 
taining twenty-seven finely written pages, and nearly 
as many blank ones, bearing the heading “Observa- 
tkmes Astronomical et Caetera in Itinera lltterarlo 
Vienna Wardoehusium factae. 1788, A. M, Hell.” 
This volume is assumed to be in Hell’s own writing, 
and to be liis original journal of his observations.^ 
Littrow apparently treats of it as the actual first 
record of the observations, but to Professor New¬ 
comb this seems very improbable. He concludes 
that the writing of this journal was done at the 
observing-station, probably at the close of each day’s 
work or each set of observations. What Hell sent to 
press in December, 1789, was not a transcript of this 
journal, but a more copious account, containing 
eighty-one printed pages, with ouiy an occasional 
identity of language. But, with a single unimpor¬ 
tant exception, the numbers are all printed with¬ 
out change from the original manuscript journal, 
whether corrected or uncorrected in that journal. 
It is very clear to Professor Newcomb that nearly all 
the alterations were made at the station — two, at 
least, before the ink got dry. And he further con¬ 
cludes, that, whatever the sources from which the cor¬ 
rections were derived, the mttnherH as printed by Hell 
were all but one or two obtained at Wurdhus* Going 
into these mtfapscript corrections more in detail, it 
seems quite dear to Professor Newcomb that the 
alterations in the numbers representing the observa¬ 
tions of first contact wore made with the same ink as 
the original; and he regards only one conclusion as 
certain, — that the corrections were made at the time 
of writing, and without the slightest intention of 
giving any thing but the actually observed moment 
when Venus was first seen. 

Coming now to the much disputed observations 
of internal contact, the figures of seconds seem at 
first sight to be corrected. Littrow says that the 
paper bears marks of having been scraped, and that 
the original figures of seconds had been carefully 
erased, the ink, in consequence, spreading in the 
paper. Professor Newcomb remarks, that one sees 
at a glance that the latter statement is erroneous; 
and he applies to the question of erasure the test of 
viewing the paper by oblique sunlight, and proves the 
texture of the surface to be still uninjured. The evi¬ 
dence thus leads to the certain conclusion, that no dif¬ 
ferent figures from those now visible were ever written 
there. If, then, they are in any way the result of 
calculation from other observations, the place must 
have been left blank until Hell got back to Copen- 
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hagen, and made the necessary calculations, — an 
hypothesis too fanciful for serious discussion. An¬ 
other part of the record looks more suspicious. — a 
line, ‘ fulmen 9 32 48/ is not only an interlineation, 
but is written in decidedly different ink from all the 
original manuscript. The original journal, up to 
the time that Hell left Ward litis, being all written 
in one kind of ink, we conclude that the inser¬ 
tion was made after he readied Copenhagen, amt 
after he had seen the observations of others. Two 
hypotheses are before us as to how the insertion 
was determined, — we may suppose that Hell, when 
he found he had omitted what other observers con¬ 
sidered an important phase, tried to remember how 
long after the recorded contact he first saw the sun’s 
limb continuous, and wrote the result in his journal; 
or we may suppose that he made a memorandum at 
the time of the observation, but omitted to copy it 
in the journal, either through inadvertence, or 
because be deemed it too late for contact. When he 
found the phase important, he merely copied the 
omitted record in his journal. The use of the queer 
word * fulmen/ which appears only in the manu¬ 
script, seems to Professor Newcomb to give color to 
the latter hypothesis. He can hardly conceive of 
one using It deliberately, after six months, to express 
the formation of the thread of light; whereas, at 
the moment of observation, in the excitement and 
hurry, it would be a very natural single word to des¬ 
ignate the rapid increase of the effulgence of solar 
light around the following limb of Venus, which fol¬ 
lows true contact at ingress. It is a strong confirma¬ 
tion of this view, that Mr, Stone, without apparently 
having made any comparison with Hell’s printed 
observations, reached this same conclusion as to the 
probable use of the word ‘ fulmen/ 

With regard to the egress of (he planet, the times 
of Hell’s notes of the ‘gutta nigra 9 are each Increased 
by two seconds; but obviously this correction was 
made at the lime of writing. More serious is a cor¬ 
rection of the time of observation by Sajnovies, the 
companion and assistant of Hell. They, no doubt, 
discus>ed their times; and, in consequence of such 
discus-ion, Sajnovies concluded that Ids times were 
late. In the exterior contacts, the only corrections 
are such as were made at the time of writing, and 
to which Professor Newcomb attaches no impor¬ 
tance, 

Regarding certain collateral circumstances which 
have been supposed to cast suspicion upon Hell’s 
intentions, not only does IVofe»-sor Newcomb see no 
suspicious delay hi making known his observations 
(for the whole paper, containing an account of his 
Instruments, observations, and results, including an 
investigation of bis quadrant and clock-*, a discussion 
of his latitude, longitude, and time* and a full state¬ 
ment of his observations, was written, printed, and 
ready for distribution, four months after his return 
to Copenhagen), but it seems difficult for ldm to 
suppose that Hell could have had time to make so 
complete a reduction of the observations of others 
as to bo able to compare them wilh his own. That 
his observed times of the contacts were hot pub¬ 


lished in advance, as were those of many other 
observers, but appeared first in an official form under 
the imprint of the Academy of sciences* seems to 
Professor Newcomb in accord with very proper feel¬ 
ing, as the observations were made under the au¬ 
spices of the king of Denmark, and dedicated to him; 
and furthermore, owing to the position of the station 
being unknown, publication in advance could have 
served no useful purpose. 

In Ids discussion, Professor Newcomb makes but 
slight allusion to the absence of many circumstances 
which might be expected to accompany manufactured 
observations; but he has presented all the positive 
evidence within reach so fully as to enable every one 
to draw his own Independent conclusions* His own 
conclusions arc, — 

First, The belief that there was any suspicious 
delay In the publication of Hell’s observations, or 
any thing in his course to give reasonable ground for 
a suspicion that he intended to tamper with his 
observations, is a pure myth. 

Second, Excepting the time of formation of the 
thread of light at ingress; excepting, aho, a discrep¬ 
ancy of one second in the time of internal contact, 
and a change of two seconds in one of Sajnovics’s 
times, — it is proved, not only negatively and presump¬ 
tively, but by positive evidence and beyond serious 
doubt, that all the essential numbers of observation 
given by Hell, whether relating to the transit, time, 
or longitude, are printed as concluded upon and 
written in his journal at Wardhus, before there was 
any possibility of communication with other ob¬ 
servers. 

Third, The addition of the time of the formation 
of the thread of light was suggested by the accounts 
of other observers; but the time itself Is Hell’s own, 
obtained possibly from estimation and memory, but 
more probably from a memorandum made at the 
time of observation, which ho neglected to insert in 
his journal. 

Fourth, The alterations in Sajnovices time of 
second Internal contact were probably made, because 
Sajnovies himself afterward concluded that Ids re¬ 
corded time was too laic; but it may be assumed, 
that, in reaching this conclusion, be was Influenced 
by Hell's observations. 

3V»fe*s»or Newcomb adds, respecting his own pro¬ 
ceedings in investigating tlii* subject, that, in com¬ 
mencing the examination of Hell’s journal, be had 
no hope of doing move than deciding whether it was 
or was not safe to use. Hell's numbers a* actual re¬ 
sults of observations, ami no thought of doubting 
the commonly received view of the case. He soon 
became perplexed to find himself differing entirely 
from (he conclusions of Litirow. Before the latter 
had found the manuscript, suspicion lmd rested upon 
Hell’s truthfulness; so that when he looked into 
the manuscript, and saw such extensive alterations, 
the indictment seemed so dearly proven that Ltt- 
trow’s only duty to make the facts which proved 
it, known to the world. lie thus unconsciously 
assumed the tone of a public prosecutor, and sriw all 
the circumstances from an accuser’s point of view. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

Birata in catalogues of start. 

The Washburn observatory possesses a nearly 
complete collection of Midi siar-catalogues as have 
been printed since the year 1800, A lint of them is 
given below, ft will be noticed that this Hat does 
not include the very expensive UritNh association 
catalogue. OelUeid* Argclander’s Northern zones is 
also missing from the list, as 1 have bet n unable to 
buy it in Europe during the past two years. An¬ 
other very >eam* catalogue f\VVi>so , H Be.-sd’s Zones 
from + \h° to —15°) l have just obtained after two 
years* delay. 

In each one of these catalogues, I have hnd every 
erratum kuoan to me inserted in iu proper place, so 
that the net of catalogues really represents what U 
known, freed from an enormous mass of misprints 
and real errors, 

I atu not able to say hoar many material errors have 
been corrected, but certainly not less than twelve 
thousand. 1 think tln^e who use siar-catalogues 
most will be most surprised at *t he amazing number 
of material errors which still remain in the catalogues 
which they employ dully. 

1 have cal led attention to these errors In order 
to say that 1 will engage to have any of the cata¬ 
logues of the following )i-t corrected completely, In 
ail respects like my own, for any observatory, or for 
any astronomer who may desire it. 

The catalogue should he sent by American ex- 
prc>s, prepaid, addressed to me, and accompanied 
by a note asking that the work he done. The book, 
when corrected, will he returned by express at the 
owner’s expense. 

The correct Iona will he made by one of my assist¬ 
ants, under my direction, and an account kept of the 
number of hours spent on the work. The work 
will be charged for at the rate of fifty cents per 
hour. 1 may say that the sum so received will be 
paid to the copyist. 

It has appeared to me, that, after the large amount 
of labor which has been expended on my own cata¬ 
logues, I was under obligations to give the benefit of 
such work to others, and this 1 willingly do. 

The first list following gives the names of the 
catalogues owned by the Washburn observatory; Urn 
second gives the sources from which the errata have 
been derived. I shall be much indebted for references 
to errata not there mentioned. 

Ed wAim S. Holden. 
Washburn Observatory, Madison, Win., 

Aug. 1, ISftS, 


/. List of ntar-cataloyves. 


Airy: Catalogue of 1,439 stars. J840.0. 

- 44 “ 1 ,576 44 " 1850.0 (6-year). 

- « 4 f 2,022 “ 1860.0 (7 44 ). 

- 44 , 44 2,760 “ 1864.0 (7 44 J, 

-— 44 44 2,20:1 4< 3872,0 (9 44 ). 

Argelander; Bonn observations, voK 1-7. [Vols* 1 
and t nut corrected.] 

-Uranometria nova. [The maps not cor¬ 


rected.] 

Bally’s Lalande? 

Behrmami: Uranomctry. [The maps not corrected.] 
Brisbane: Patamaua catalogue. 

Carrington: 8,735 circumpolar stars. 

Gould: Uranomet ria Argentina. 

—* B’Agclet’s Catalogue, 

Hcls: Atlas coelestis. {The maps not corrected.] 
Johnson: First Kadclifle catalogue. 

Bamont; Catalogues, 6 vols. 


Main: Second Radcliffe catalogue. 

Robinson: Armagh catalogue. 

RLimker: 12,000 Mars. 

Sehjellerup: 10,000 stars. 

Stone: Cape catalogue. 3878. 

- 44 “ 1878. 

- “ “ 1880. 

Weisse’s Bessel’s Zones 1. and II. 

White: Melbourne general catalogue. 1870. 

11. LUt, of source# where errata are found. 

V*The name of the author of the catalogue comes 
first, then a brief reference to the particular cata¬ 
logue, and, last, a reference to the place where the 
errata are given. No refeience is made here to cor¬ 
rections which are usually bound in the same covers 
with the original catalogue, or which are given in 
subsequent volumes of the same work. 1 have also 
included here a low reviews which contain no errata, 
properly speaking. 

Airy: New 7-year catalogue. — v. j. a. 1871, 100 . 

Argelander: Bonn obs., vl.—v. j. a. 18u7, 272. 

-Durchmusteruug. | A single correction to l). M.] 

— Astr. nadir., lxxh col. 240, 

-| Places of two stars not in D. M.] — Astr, 

nadir,, Ixxii. col. 55. 

-Astr. nadir., no. 1765. 

-Astr. nachr., no. 2690, col. 305; no. 2429, 

col. 69. 

-[Uebcreincn in der D. M. fehlendou stern.] 

— Astr. nadir., no. 2459. 

-Astr. nadir., no. 247S, Same, no. 2527. 

- Uranometria nova. — Astr. nadir., xxvt. col. 

31$. 

-Annals Harv. coll, obs., ix. 

- Northern zones. — Bonn ob*., v, 

-[FortsoUung von baud v.] — Bonn obs., vi. 

-[Theoretical; with a few corrections to the 

zones.] — v. j. . 4 . vol. 8, 221. 

-Southern zones. — Bonn obs., vl.; Cooper*» 

Ecliplic Mars, iv. 

Bally’s LacaiJle: Catalogue. — Bonn obs., vil. 245; 
(’ape catalogue, 1880. 

Bailv’a Ealqnde: Catalogue. — Bonn obs., vli. 213 
seq ; Scbjellenty, 10,000 stars, p. 225, 

Hehnnann: Alias des siidlleheu gestfruten Him- 
mds. — v. J. s. 1875, 89. 

Bessel: Zones. — Bonn ohs., iv. p. h; v, p. xxxli. 

British association catalogue, — Cape catalogue, 
1840; same, 3880. 

Brisbane: 7,385stars. — Capo catalogue, 3810; same, 

1880. 

Cape catalogue: 1840.— Stone, Cape catalogue, 
1880, 559. [A hingle correction.] 

Catalogues: Errata in standard catalogue* of stars. 

— Monthly not. It. A, S., vili. 361, (This volume X 
have not access to at present..] 

Copeland <& Bingen: MlUlere oerter sterne zwi- 
scheu 0° und — 1 °. — v. .r. a, 1870, 197. 

B’Arrest: SUIcrum neb. obs. hav. —v, j, «. 1868, 

94. 

Breyer: Supplement to Herschefs General cata¬ 
logue. — V. J. 8 . 1878, 274. 

Ellery: First Melbourne catalogue. — v. j. 15 . 1876, 
178; Monthly not. It. A. S„ xlit. HOB. 

Fedorenko: Catalogue, — Bonn obs., vl. 

GllUsa: Catalogue U. 8 . naval astron. expedition, — 
v. J. 8 , 1872, 46. 

Gould; Reduction of B’AgeJet. — v. jr. a. 1807 , 2 , 

-- Standard places of fund, stars.—v. j. b. 

1867,22. ' 

-* Uranometria argentine — Cordoba observa¬ 
tions, H. 295, 
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Groom bridge: Catalogue* — In First Radcliffe cata¬ 
logue. 

-- - Bonn obs., vi. 

Heis: Atlas coelestis, —Annals Harv, coll, obs., ix, 

-V. j. b. vJli. 07, 278; ix. 280; xlil. 111. 

Herschel: Gen. eat. nebulae and clusters. — v. j. s. 
1800, 170. 

- Catalogue of 10,000 double stars. — v. j, s. 

1870, 61. 

Johnson: First Radcliffe catalogue, — Bonn obs., 
vi. 

LacalUe: Coelum australe stelli/erum. — Bonn 
obs., vll. 

Lalawle: Catalogue. —Monthly not* R. A. S., xiv. 
195. (This volume I have not access to at present.] 

- Histolre cdloste. —'Bonn obs,, vli. 

- Observations of 1789-00, —Bonn obs,, vi. 

- — Catalogue.—Cooper’s Ecliptic stars, iv. 
Lament: Catalogues (0 vols.) —V. j. 8. ix. 94. 
Main, R.: 2d Radcliffe catalogue. —V. j. b* 1870, 
292. 

Newcomb, S.: On the It. Asc. of the eq. fund, stars. 

— V. J. s. 1870, 178, 

- Catalogue of 1,098 Stars. —V. j. 8. 1882, 259. 

Piazzi: Politicoes mediae, 1814, —Bonn obs., vi. 
Ruuiker: 12,OtH) stars.—Bonn obs., vi. 

-Cooper’s Ecliptic stars, iv. 

- Neuer folgo. — Bonn obs., vi. 

- Preliminary catalogue of southern stars. — 

Stone, Cape catalogue, 1880. 

Santiui: Firnt two catalogues. — Bonn obs., vi. 

—- Posizloni medie di 1,425 stelle. — v. .r. 8. 

1872, 18. 

Hcbjcllerup: Al-Sufl’s Uranometry. •— Monthly not. 
R. A, H., xtiii. 2()0, 

- 10.000 stars. — Bonn obs., vi. 

Scbbnfeh), E.: Catalog von veranderlicheu sternen. 

— v. j. h. 1800, 113, 

- Zweltcr catalog von veriindcrlichcn sternen. — 

V. j. B. 1875, 73. 

Stone, E. J,: Results of astronomical observations 
at Cape of Good Hope, 1850-58. — V. j. s. 1875, 192. 

- Cape catalogue, 1880. — v, j. s. 1880, 297. 

Strasser: Mittlerc oerter von fixsternen. — v. j. a. 
1878, 88. 

Btruve (W.): Positions mediae. — Bonn obs., vi. 

-Wchjellerup’s 10,000 stars, p. 225. 

Taylor: Madras catalogue. — Bonn obs., vi.; Cape 
catalogue, 1840; same, 1880. 

-Astron. obs. at Madras, 1843-47.— v. j. b. 

1873, 180. 

Vogel, II. C.: Positionsbcstlmmungen von nebel- 
fleeken, etc. — v. 3. a. 1870, 270. 

Weissc's Bessel’s Zones, +15° to —15°. — Cooper’* 
Ecliptic stars, iv. 

-Gould’s Astronomical journal, ill. 115. 

(This contains all the errata of the Astr. nachr. up to 
1853, June.] 

-Annals Harv, coll, observatory, L, pt. ij., 

p. lvili. 

-ScbjclloTup’s 10,000 stars, p. 225. 

-Weisso’ss Bessel’s Zones, + 15° to L 45°, p, 

xlv. 

- “Catalogue.”— Monthly not. R. A. S., xiv. 

195. [This volume I have not access to at present. | 
Wilson <fe Seahroke: Catalogue of measures of 
double stars. — v. J. s, 1877, 108. 

Yamal); Catalogue U, S. naval obs. — v. j. 8. 
1880, 20. 

The search for Crevaux 

Apropos of your recent weekly summary of the 
progress of geography under the titles of the Death 


of Crevaux, etc., I may say that a member of the 
French geographical society, M. Thouars, accom¬ 
panied the u. S. solar eclipse expedition from Panama 
to Callao, March 12-21, of this year, M. Thouars 
had familiarized himself with explorations in South 
America by extensive travels in Columbia and else¬ 
where, and intended to penetrate the Pilcomayo 
region, in search of the relics of the Crevaux expe¬ 
dition, alone, or with only one companion, the two 
disguised as Catholic priests. The attempt seems 
foolhardy; and, for my part, I am glad to know that 
M. Thouars intends to carry a revolver under his 
priest’s robe, and that he Is a brave man and an 
excellent shot. 

If he has not abandoned his daring project, we 
should hear of him during the early part of 1884. 

Edward S. Houjkn. 

MadUou, Aug. rt, 1883. 

Occurrence of the a wallow-tailed hawk in New 
Jersey. 

Early in the evening of July 28 I was standing on 
the brow of the bluff overlooking the Delaware River, 
near Bordentown, N.J., when my attention was 
called to a large bird sailing in comparatively small 
circles high overhead. Fortunately there was a 
dark blue-black cloud behind it, so that- I had an ex¬ 
cellent opportunity to observe the bird. It was the 
swallow-tailed hawk (Naudorus forfieatus). It re¬ 
mained in nearly the same position for over an hour, 
when it altered its flight, and, with steady wing- 
strokes, flew rapidly in a north-west direction. 

The appearance of this hawk here is one of the 
rarest events in the experience of New Jersey orni¬ 
thologists. Chab. 0. Aimott, M.D, 

A reckless flier. 

One might think a tragic end would await such 
birds as the Swifts, so boldand 'persistent their flight; 
and doubtless such is In store for many, though they 
seem to steer clear of most obstacles. 

A case in point came recently to hand,—that of 
an unfortunate bird impaled to the spear-point of a 
lightning-rod above a chimney. There it remained 
until shot off with a gun, —a warning and a ghastly 
one, indeed, to all this swift race. F. II. Hkkhick. 

Swallows in Boston, 

I saw on the 4th of this month the first swallow in 
Boston, at the extreme end of City Point, South 
Boston. I have been on the lookout foT them since 
April, Two friends, good observers, report that 
they have not seen one this season. 

Carl Rkddots, 

Boston, Aitg. 7, 1B8S, 

* Has any one seen a swallow this summer in Bos¬ 
ton?’ inquires a correspondent in Science, Aug. 3, 
Yes: I saw six last week, perched on the state-house. 
Prior to this I had also raised the query, Whether 
R was the pugnacious sparrows, or legislature, that 
had banished these aerial visitors from the capilol, 
their old haunt, was and is a query. 

Lkandkb Wkthrrejll. 

Ponton, Aug. II. # 


WARD'S DYNAMIC SOCIOLOGY. 

IV. 

It is Mir. Ward's theory, that the more com¬ 
plex sciences should be based upon the less 
complex* This he avowedly derives from 
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Comte, but himself defends at length; and his 
work is constructed consistent!}" therewith. 
The part which relates to sociology, therefore, 
is based upon principles derived fYoru the 
physical and biologic sciences and psychology, 
which ho treats as a biologic science. Some 
general mention is made of languages, arts, 
and opinions, in various portions of the book; 
but no systematic treatment of these subjects 
is presented. The same is true with respect 
to all that body of facts which, if systema¬ 
tized, the author would call static sociology. 
He only attempts to treat, at length and in 
order, the forces of society. This theory is 
but a half-truth, and the method of treatment 
resulting therefrom has sometimes led to con¬ 
clusions that are erroneous. The most im¬ 
portant failure in this respect is Mr. Ward's 
presentation of what he denominates the four 
stages of society: viz., k ‘(l) the solitary or 
autarchic stage ; (2) the constrained aggre¬ 
gate or anarchic stage; (tf) the national or 
politarchie stage", and (4) the cosmopolitan or 
pantarohic stage/ 1 The first or solitary stage 
is that which Mr. Ward supposes to exist 
among animals. In the second stage he sup¬ 
poses mankind to have multiplied in great 
numbers, to have been widely spread through¬ 
out the earth, and to have been aggregated 
without organization. The third stage is repre¬ 
sented by the organized tribes and nations of 
the earth. The fourth stage is a prophecy, when 
all men shall be organized in one body politic. 

It will be well to compare this scheme with 
that of Movgan in his 4 Ancient society / Mor¬ 
gan attempts to establish what he denominates 
ethical periods. The three grand periods are 
savagery, barbarism, and civilization; and 
savagery and barbarism are subdivided* The 
following is his scheme : — 


method of aggregation, while Morgan's scheme 
is based on the development of arts. Ward is 
right in his philosophic plan, but altogether 
wrong in its execution: Morgan is wrong in 
his plan, or method, but more nearly right in 
his final conclusions ; for the three grand stages 
which he endeavors to establish can with some 
modification be fully based on the method of 
aggregation, i.e., on the data of sociology as 
distinguished from technology. This will be 
briefly set forth. 

The inception of* social organization is in 
the biologic differentiation of the sexes, giving 
husband and wife, parent and child, brother 
and sister, and other relations of affinity and 
consanguinity. At that time, when the species 
now known as man had made no farther prog¬ 
ress than lmve some of the lower animals at 
the present time, this elementary organization 
existed ; and a greater or less development of 
this organization is discovered among many 
species of the lower animals. On it the sub¬ 
sequent organization was built. The impor¬ 
tance of this fundamental organization seems 
to have escaped Mr. Ward. 

Areheologic evidence is now abundant to 
show, that man was widely scattered through¬ 
out the earth at a very early stage in the de¬ 
velopment of art, i.e., in the paleolithic age. 
Again : there is abundant linguistic evidence 
to show, that man was widely scattered through¬ 
out the earth at the inception or beginning of 
the development of articulate, i.o., organized, 
speech. In this condition he must have had 
at least something of the social organization 
which is biteed on sex. The stories which 
have been told, to which Mr. Ward refers 
without giving full credence, of men living in 
utterly discrete conditions, are but idle tales, 
and have no place in the data of scientific 


X. Lower status of savagery . 
II. Middle status of savagery 

III. Upper status of savagery . 

IV. Lower status of barbarism 

V. Middle status of barbarism 

VI. Upper status of barbarism 
VII. Status of civilization . . 


( From tho infancy of tbe human race to the commencement of the 
} next period. 

j From the acquisition of a fish subsistence and a knowledge of the use 
{ of fire to the commencement bf the next period. 

( From the invention of the bow and arrow to the commencement of 
{ the next period. 

1 From the invention of the art of pottery to the commencement of the 
next period, 

From the domestication of animals on the eastern hemisphere, and 
in the western from the cultivation of maize and plants by irri¬ 
gation, with the use of adobe-brick and stone, to the commenee- 
[ ment of the next period. 

{ From the invention of the process of smelting (ran ore, with the use 
) of iron tools, to the commencement of the next period, 

J From the invention of a phonetic alphabet, with the use of writing, 
l to the present time. 


It will he seen, that Ward's scheme is con- anthropology* Mr. Wal'd says, 4t The second 
patent With his philosophy, and based on stage embodies none of the elements of per- 
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manency, and cannot be expected to be found 
extensively prevailing at any age of the world. 
It is essentially a transition stage, and, like 
transition forms in biology, is characterized 
by an ephemeral duration. Nevertheless, it 
has numerous living representatives among the 
lower existing tribes, particularly among the 
Fucgians, interior Australians, Wood-Veddas, 
and Bushmen.*' The illustrations given of 
this second stage are also idle tales. These 
people must also have had the organization 
mentioned above as based on sex ; and it is 
now known that some of them at least, espe¬ 
cially the Australians, have a highly organized 
system of social aggregation based on kinship. 
These people are, in fact, organized as tribes. 
In the presence of facts, the first and second 
periods of Mr. Ward disappear. 

Travellers among savage peoples, seeking 
for thjj institutions with which they were them¬ 
selves acquainted among civilized men, have 
found them not, and have sometimes reported 
the peoples to be without institutions, and at 
other times have complete!}' misinterpreted 
what they did discover. If we accept such 
statements, we must believe that some tribes 
were without organization, and some had the 
institutions and governments of civilization. 
And if we compare the statements of a number 
of travellers about the same people, we shall 
discover that most of the savage tribes of the 
earth have been reported, now as being desti¬ 
tute of government and sociologic institutions, 
and now as having kings, aristocracies, and 
the elaborate paraphernalia of civilized govern¬ 
ments. None of these accounts are true : all 
are to be rejected. But there yet remains a 
body of sociologic data relating to the lower 
tribes of mankind, collected by scientific an¬ 
thropologists, chiefly during,,the last two or 
three decades. We owe much of this knowl¬ 
edge to Morgan’s researches, and the investi¬ 
gations of others which have grown out of his 
suggestions. We now know something of the 
organization of almost every tribe on the face 
of the earth, though in many cases our knowl¬ 
edge is exceedingly meagre and fragmentary. 
Yet perhaps enough is known to warrant the 
assertion, that there is no tribe so low but that 
it has a sociologic organization highly de¬ 
veloped in comparison with that mentioned 
above as based on sex aud exhibited among 
the lower animals. The outlines* of this plan 
of organization must be set forth. 

The tribes of mankind, as distinguished 
fVotn nations, have each an organization based 
on kinship. This system of kinship invariably 
recognizes grades, based primarily on degrees 


of affinity and oonskngoinity, and secondarily 
on relative age, or the series of generations 
which may be extant among a people at any 
given time. All of the relations which exist 
among Such a people, and which may be de¬ 
nominated as rights and duties, are deter¬ 
mined by the kinship relations recognized in 
their social organization, and expressed in 
their language. This subject is too vast for 
thorough exposition here, and a single illus¬ 
tration must suffice. Among all such tribes 
age gives authority, but no method of de¬ 
termining the absolute age of any individual 
exists among them. Dates of birth are soon 
forgotten. But there is in the language of 
every such tribe a device by which relative 
age is invariably expressed; for every man, 
woman, and child accosts and designates every 
other man, woman, and child within the tribe 
by a term which in itself expresses relative 
age. Thus, in these languages there is no 
term for brother; but there is one term for 
elder brother , and another for younger brother. 
A man cannot speak of his 4 brother * as such 
simply: he must use a term which says 4 mx 
elder brother,* or 4 my younger brother,’ as 
the case may be. In the same manner, if he 
speaks to or of any other person in the tribe, 
the term by which that person is designated 
will itself show the relative ages of the persons 
speaking and spoken to or of. Age gives au¬ 
thority, and this authority is so important and 
so universal that it is woven into the texture 
of every tribal language. Every tribe is or- 
gapized as a great family, —a system of kin¬ 
dred. 

From this plan of early tribal organization, 
there is a great development exhibited in 
many ways; for tribes are differentiated into 
classes, or clans, or gentes, which are interde¬ 
pendent bodies politic. 

This tribal'organization, so briefly character¬ 
ized, has its ftmdamental idea in kinship; aud 
the minds of the people in this stage can con¬ 
ceive of no other form of organization. If 
two or more tribes form an alliance, temporary 
or permanent, for defensive or offensive pur¬ 
poses, one or both, the same thought prevails. 
In a council for such an alliance* one of the 
first propositions to be settled is, 4 What shall 
be the kinship relations existing between us ?• 
and, before the alliance can be consummated, 
this must be settled. 

Once Upon a time the Cherpkees, Choctaws, 
Chicfeasaws, Muskokees, and other tribes met 
in council for .the purpose of forming an alii* 
ance against the uppertMiiwissippi tribes of 
the Dakota stock ;andltwas decided, that, 
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as the Cherokeea lived at the sources of the 
streams that watered the country occupied by 
the other tribes* they, the Clierokees, should 
be called 4 eider brothers,* and the tribes living 
on the lower courses of the streams should 
come in order from east to west as second, 
third, fourth, fifth, and sixth born sons, be¬ 
cause such was the course of the sun as it 
travelled over their lands. Then the people 
of one tribe called the people of another 
‘elder* or ^younger’ brothers, and took pre¬ 
cedence and authority in council and war 
therefrom. 

This plan of organization is a distinct 
method of aggregation, designated as kinship, 
or tribal; but it gradually developed into 
something else. As tribes, by alliauce, by con¬ 
quest, and various other processes, enlarged, 
it was done by establishing artificial kinship, 
— by what Sir Henry Maine denominates a 
* legal fiction ; * and in manj* cases it came to 
be that the whole organization was chiefly a 
legal fietiou. Kinship ties were chiefly arti¬ 
ficial. Under these circumstances the kinship 
bond, composed of marriage-ties and streams 
of kindred blood, was found to be but a rope 
of sand; and gradually, by many steps, the 
basis of aggregation was changed to territory, 
and the bonds of society became the organs of 
- government for the regulation of relations 
arising fVom property. But, before a territo¬ 
rial system of aggregation is fully established, 
intermediate stages are discovered. First, the 
tribal organization occupies a distinct territory, 
but the territorial organization is latent; then 
aggregations partly by territory and partly 
by kinship supervene; and finally, by many 
steps, kinship organization is abandoned, and 
territorial organization remains. This gives 
'two very distinct methods of aggregation or 
plans of social organization, viz., kinship and 
territorial ‘society, or tribal and national gov¬ 
ernment ; and the two are objectively dis¬ 
covered, and not pimply theoretical. The first 
in its simplest state is Morgan’s Status of 
Savagery; the second in its simplest state is 
Morgan's Status of civilization. His Status 
of barbarito includes the higher forms of 
kinship organization and the transition forms 
mentioned above. If wq confine his Status of 
borbariam to the transition forms, we will then 
have savagery, barbarism, and civilization 
established properly on modes of aggregation; 
bot barbarism will merely be a transition stage, 
and comparatively ephemeral. 

Of Mr. Word’s fourth stage, it is .simply 
' ■ necessary to say that* he jMmqeff recognizes it 
ofrthe it Is properly 


based upon history, and is in the manifest 
course of social evolution. Of the myriads of 
languages once existing, and of many of which 
we now have but mere glimpses, few remain, 
and of these few a very small number are rap¬ 
idly predominating. The many ba^p become 
few, and the few will be completely unified, for 
such is the course of philologic evolution. Of 
the myriads of tribes scattered by the shores 
of the seas, on the margins of the lakes, and 
along the streams of all the habitable earth, 
but few remain. They have been gradually 
integrated into larger tribes, and finally, with 
the 'most advanced, into nations; and the time 
will come when there will be but one body 
politic, for such is the coarse of eociologic 
evolution. Every tribe of the myriads that 
have spoken distinct languages has each for 
itself developed a mythologic philosophy. 
These mythologic philosophies are rapidly dis¬ 
appearing, and now are comparatively but few; 
and the time will come when but one philosophy" 
will remain, — the philosophy of science, the 
truth, — for such is the course of philosophic 
evolution. The fourth stage of society — the 
cosmopolitan or pantarchic — is a legitimate 
induction, a qualitative but not a quantitative 
prophecy, for who shall say when it shall 
come? 

Morgan’s method of basing his stages upon 
the arts is unphilosophic: it was simply stages 
of art development, not stages of social organ¬ 
ization. But, because art and society have 
evolved interdependently together, it very 
nearly represents the truth; but the actual 
condition qf the progress of any given society 
or body politic can be determined with less 
accuracy from its arts than from any other de¬ 
partment of anthropology, and this from the 
fact that art is expressed in material form that 
can be easily imitated. Its use is at once ap¬ 
parent ; and a people may easily borrow au art, 
or an aggregate of arts, without passing through 
the stage nqeessary for its invention. Arts, 
therefore, travel bey r ond the boundaries of 
tribes, languages, and philosophic*, and are 
rapidly spread throughout the world. Tribes 
that to-day use the bow and arroW may to¬ 
morrow use the gun, though they have no 
knowledge of chemistry and metallurgy. The 
attempts of the archeologists of modern times 
to trade migrations, or to connect peoples by a 
genetic tie, have been to a laige extent ren¬ 
dered vicious by the failure to recognize this 
principle. Tribes and; nations, peoples, bodies 
politic, cannot be classified by arts:, but the 
evolution of arts may be marked off In stages, 
as dhne by Morgan ; aud hi* stages are the 
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best yet proposed, though he failed as an eth¬ 
nologist in the attempt to classify races. 

In the same manner, but to a less ^degree, 
scholars have failed to classify peoples by 
languages; for languages only to a limited 
extent represent genetic connections of peo¬ 
ples. Tribes speaking diverse languages have 
coalesced; and languages have thus been com¬ 
pounded, and language has supplanted lan¬ 
guage. A linguistic classification, therefore, 
is not completely ethnic, but it comes nearer 
to the truth than the technologic classification. 
If a classification by philosophies wero at¬ 
tempted, it also would fail, though it would be 
superior to the philologic; fpr opinions last 
longer than words. A sociologic classification 
of peoples also fails to exhibit genetic relation¬ 
ships. Arts, languages, states, philosophies, 
may be classified, each to show genetic relation¬ 
ships ; but they each and all together fail to 
classify mankind in a fundamental and philo¬ 
sophic manner. 

Scholars have devoted much time and inge¬ 
nuity to classify mankind by biologic charac¬ 
teristics, sought for in the color of the skin, 
the texture of the hair, the form of the skull, 
the relative proportion of parts, etc. These 
attempts have all failed. It is probable that 
in the early history of mankind biologic differ¬ 
entiation progressed so far as to produce some 
well-marked varieties; but the biologic method 
of evolution by the survival of the fittest was 
more and more repealed as the anthropologic 
methods of evolution gained ground, and the 
scattered and discrete tribes were more and 
more commingled by the union here and there 
of distinct streams of blood, by the spread of 
arts, that placed all peoples under conditions 
of artificial environment, and made them more 
and more independent of natural environment, 
and by various other anthropologic conditions 
too numerous and complex to be here set forth. 
But, altogether, the tendency to differentiate 
into distinct biologic peoples has been over¬ 
come, and the tendency to unification has been 
steadily increasing: so that the distinctions of 
biologic varieties of mankind, of which wenow 
have but hints in the biologic characteristics 
remaining, are gradually being obliterated; 
and we may confidently predict that In the 
fourth stage, yet to be reached, race distinc¬ 
tions will be utterly lost. 

In the short articles of this review an at* 
tempt has been made to give a N synopsis of the 
work in question, to show the relation of 4 Dy¬ 
namic sociology ' to current philosophy, and 
to point out its more important defects Little 
space Is left for that com mendatipp wWcfc its 


intrinsic merits deserve. Mr. Ward's presen¬ 
tation of the subject is simple, clear, syste¬ 
matic, and courageous. For its preparation he 
has explored vast fields of thought; and his 
conclusions, however they may be questioned, 
cannot be ignored by those who are interested 
in modern philosophy. Ward's Dynamic so¬ 
ciology is America's greatest contribution to 
scientific philosophy. • 


ELEMENTARY METEOROLOGY . 

Elementary meteorology, with meteorological charts 

and illustration*< By R H. &eorr, London,, 

Kegan Pauls Trench , CV>., 1883. 408 p. 8°. 

Tms volume, the latest English contribution 
to the science of meteorology, is not a treatise, 
as the title indicates. It is, however, an ex¬ 
cellent work, treating the subject from a mod¬ 
ern stand-point, and sweeping away man}' 
untenable theories. We especially note the 
chapters on the barometer and on the forma¬ 
tion of rain and hail. The descriptive * chap¬ 
ters collecting all known facts relating to wind 
and ocean currents are very valuable and well 
presented. 

Our author rejects the once seemingly satis¬ 
factory theory, attributing the south-west mon¬ 
soon winds of India to the rising of heated air 
above the plains to the north-east of the Him¬ 
alaya range, and also the theory that the ex¬ 
istence of sea-breezes is due to the rising of 
heated air upon the land near oceans. He, 
however, adopts this theory of ascending cur¬ 
rents of heated air in explaining the formation 
of cumulus-clouds. It is difficult to see how 
the atmosphere can be heated, save gradually, 
in strata parallel to the earth's surface, except 
on mountain sides. This is the theory adopted* 
by Hann, who regards the cumulus-cloud as 
si pi ply indicating the layer at which .the air has 
the temperature of the dew-point. 

Mr. Scolt seems to indorse the theory that 
there is an ascending current, in the centre of 
a barometric depression, though his storm- 
chart on p. 855 shows all the wind-directions 
near the low centre tangent to the isobars. 
This shows that the air-motion, which at the 
outside of the storm is directed more or tees 
toward the centre, gradually becomes circular 
as it approaches the centre. Such a whirl 
moving over the earth's surface, losing a part 
of the air in its path, does not require any 
ascending current at its centre. The name 
may be said of our authors theory that rain 
can be formed by rising currents ,of heated 
air. Ih rirfs not ouly is there the dohht- 
ful assumption .of anasoend&g 
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the formation of rain under these circumstances 
seems disproved, in another place, by the 
author himself, who rejects the theory that any 
considerable precipitation can be produced by 
the mixture of masses of hot and cold air. 
Mr. Scott acknowledges that nothing definite 
is known as to the origin of atmospheric elec- 
fcrieity; but his conjecture that the coalescence 
of cloud-droplets Into rain-drops may be due 
to electricity will hardly be accepted by mete¬ 
orologists at present. The description of a 
peculiar electrical manifestation observed in 
the Alps, July 10, 3 863, is very similar to that 
given Siemens while on Cheops pyramid, 
April 14, 1859. 

The division of thunder-storms into heat 
and cyclonic is hardly applicable to the United 
States, where it appears as if no thunder¬ 
storms occur, except as largely influenced by, 
or direetl}' dependent on, the presence of a 
barometric depression. 

The error of more than forty million square 


miles in the earthsurface between the equa¬ 
tor and 30* north latitude should be corrected 
in the next edition. 

The statement, that at great depths in the 
ocean a probable uniform temperature of 32* F. 
prevails, has been disproved by the researches 
of Professor Verriil and the U. S. fish-com¬ 
mission. 

. We notice on p, 3G2 the surprising state¬ 
ment, that, as the central office of the U. 8. 
weather bureau is in the eastern part of the 
country, there is a great advantage to those 
predicting storms by the use of the tele¬ 
graph. 

The chart of mean January isobars does 
not incorporate Stelling’s work in Siberia, 
published in 3879, and accepted by Mohn 
in the last edition of his Meteorology. Mohn’s 
chart shows a mean pressure over central Si¬ 
beria of 780 mm. (30.79 in.), while the highest 
figure in Scott for the same region is 30.4 
inches. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE . 


The thirty-second annual meeting of the 
American association was opened in the halls 
of the university of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Aug. 15, at 10.30 a.m. Dr. J. W. Dawson, 
the retiring president, introduced the presi¬ 
dent elect, Prof. C. A. Young, who briefly 
and gracefully expressed his thanks to the 
association for the distinction they had offered 
him. After welcomes spoken by the governor 
of the state and the mayor of the city, the 
principal address was made by the acting 
president of the university, Dr. W. W. Folwell, 
on behalf of the local committee. From his 
address we print the closing sentences : — 

I should do a wrong to ray city if I should leave 
upon you the Impression that we are so overwhelmed 
and engrossedVifch our material labors as to have no 
oars for the things of the mind and the higher life. 
If that were true, why should we welcome with so 
much sincere ardor the assemblage of ,ybur associa¬ 
tion f From the villages of New England, and the 
farmhouses of the Middle states, bur people have 
brought that perennial curiosity, that thirst for 
knowledge, that Intense though sombre pagination, 
which have given American civilization add American 
literature a oast and hue of its own. I mu*t, in a 
word, praise our system of public schools* both city 
and state, which under able management and popu¬ 
lar support cannot, we believe, be ranked below those 
of any communities of ourslaelp : 'iim Union, Minne¬ 
sota!* tiietatplace which has or$tnt*ed<te» second¬ 
ary its Well as its primary eduoatkwi, and offered to 


every child in the state a free course of studies, from 
the alphabet to the degree of roaster of arts. Our 
churches, goodly in size and number, may speak for 
the Interests of religion. /The future will attest the 
diligence and the fidelity of those who love music 
and the sister arts, of whom far older cities might be 
proud. It is thus, however, Mr. President, that we 
Minneapolitans, alert, pro-occupied, pause In the midst 
of our labors to welcome your already venerable asso¬ 
ciation. We !*U you as the survivors of a generation 
of grdat investigators, — the Silllmans, the Baches, 
the Morses, the Rogerses, who have made their own 
country famous and their own names as imperishable 
as science herself. We hall you as the worthy suc¬ 
cessor^ of such a generation, perpetuating and enlar¬ 
ging their work. In common with civilised people, we 
recognise the immense debt of the modern world to 
science; y^t often, no doubt, while we are filling the 
sky with applause to some lucky Inventor, we are not 
remembering the years, perhaps generations, of incon¬ 
spicuous and painful labors, carried on in our studies 
and laboratories, which made the invention possible. 
Let the inventor have hit glory and his profit without 
envy and without stint; but let us not fail to build 
the cenotaph of a thousand nameless geometers, star¬ 
gazers, and natural philosophers, who, working In 
silence and obscurity, without thought of fame or 
hope of reward, put it in his power to bless and capti¬ 
vate the w^rld. We are grateful, therefore, to science 
for the telegraph and the microscope* for chloroform, 
for the photograph, for all the nameless applications 
of electricity. To science We owe that magnificent 
apparatus©* transportation which U the crowning 
and distinctive feature Of modern material life. To 
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science we owe the thousand appliances which yield 
comfort and even elegance to the humblest house¬ 
hold. Immense as are these contributions of science 
to material comfort and happiness, she has still, I 
think, performed greater services to mankind. The 
scientific method developed in the study of nature 
has spread to all branches of investigation. It has 
permeated all our education: it has boldly leaped the 
boundary between physics and metaphysics. It has 
even penetrated into industry and business and com¬ 
mon life. The modern man first collects what knowl¬ 
edge he can about his enterprise or adventure, and 
assures himself of its value. He then makes the best 
quest he can in regard to the future. Then he as¬ 
sembles new facts, and, as the facts require, revises 
and amends his theory, till at length it becomes a 
working rule, maxim, and principle. He knows not 
merely how to know, but how to guess. The pene¬ 
tration of the scientific method into the operations of 
trade In great commercial centres is very conspicuous. 
We even endeavor to gamble scientifically. No Drew, 
or Armour, or Gould ever forms his corner without a 
most careful study of the situation; and hU venture 
is his bet on the correctness of his theory. The 
farther extension of the scientific method, till it 
shall become the guide of conduct In the every-day 
life of all men, is now the chief problem in educa¬ 
tion. 

In the next place, I think science may at length 
fairly claim to have wrought out, under great diffi¬ 
culties, a working hypothesis of our universe in the 
nebular hypothesis and its almost necessary corollary, 
'evolution/ It cannot be denied that we are all, 
In some sense, evolutionists, — some of us against 
our prepossessions, some of us by insensible but 
progressive lapses. I am not competent to argue out 
this great theme. I feel bound to admit that the / 
evolution doctrine, in one form or other, has quietly 
taken possession of the modern mind. Why may we 
not gladly accept it as a most useful working hy¬ 
pothesis of the mode of creation ? I say, of the mode 
of creation; for the mystery of creation will forever 
mock the powers of man. Only this we know: that 
unless human consciousness is a juggle, and human 
language a mockery, there can never be to man a 
creation without a creator, nor an evplution without 
an evolver. 

Another great service of science is the mainte¬ 
nance in the world of a body of men, a lay priest¬ 
hood, devoted to the search for truth for its own 
sake and its own value. In a mercenary age, when, 
In the opinion of a distinguished contemporary, 
mercantilism has become a huge disease and excres¬ 
cence on society, the example of such a body of men 
Is of supreme value in the training of the new gener¬ 
ations. Youth are formed, a wise Greek has taught 
us, not so much by schools as by the example of dis¬ 
tinguished men. 

A still greater benefit of science to mankind is the 
emancipation it has wrought for us, in the last genera¬ 
tion, from superstition and the dominion of imagi¬ 
nary powers. It is no long time since it wjts generally 
believed by civilized men, that human affairs*were 


under the control of the spirits of the air, good or 
evil. Men walked in cringing terror, by day and 
night, of demons and goblins damned. The earth¬ 
quake, the tornado, the lightning’s stroke, they 
looked upon as Instruments of punishment for the 
sins of rulers and peoples. Thanks to science, the 
modern world has emerged from this cloud of gloom. 
We have some certain knowledge. Knowledge Is not 
merely^ qualitative,, but quantitative. Truth ever 
makes free* Above all, we know that alt things in 
nature are governed by law, — law, u whose seat is in 
the bosom of God, whose voice Is the harmony of the 
world.” The beautiful conception of the Greeks of 
the universe as a kosmos, that is, an embodiment of 
divine and perfect order, is pervading modern thought. 
We now know that the phenomena of nature have no 
relation to human conduct, the impartial rain falling 
alike on the just and unjust. Men walk the earth 
erect and free, fearing no bogies, or warlocks, or 
demons of any kind. How vast and how blessed the 
relief to childhood! In dispelling superstition, sci¬ 
ence has incidentally wrought her greatest service to 
mankind in the purification of religion. The time is 
coming when grateful thanks will be rendered by the 
minister of religion for the emancipation which sci¬ 
ence has wrought for the faith; when the conflict of 
science and religion will only be remembered as tbe 
antagonism of crude theories on the one hand, and 
cruder superstitions on tbe other. Grateful we are 
for the knowledge which science has collected and 
collated and perpetuated to our use. All honor to 
the men who are consecrated to truth in her service! 
We may not know what marvels, far surpassing all 
the gifts of the past, the science of the future may 
reveal. Still; we must remember that the human 
mind is finite, while truth is infinite. The vast un¬ 
known engirdles our little circle of light. The mys¬ 
tery of life and death, no son of earth lias ever 
penetrated. Welcome, then, the faith which points 
to the continuance of Hfe in a laud where study will 
be no weariness to the soul, where no veil of flesh 
will cloud the vision, where scleuce and religion shall 
be forever one, where men shall know even as they 
were known. 

To welcome you as a body of scientists, lovers 
and seekers after truth from love of it and of your 
kind, wbuld be well worth our while, were it our 
only motive to improve and inspire the children and 
youth of our city. In doing you honor, we give 
them a lesson no books nor masters could impart* 
For their sake we renew our welcome. 

President Young briefly responded: — 

Gentlbmbn,— On behalf of my fellow-member# 
of the association, I return you my sincereat thanks 
for the hearty welcome we have received to this mag¬ 
nificent state, this young and beautiful city, this vig¬ 
orous, energetic, warm-hearted community. When 
you first Invited ns here, it was not in our power to 
come; but your second Invitation we have accepted 
most gladly, and hope and believe that our meeting 
here will prove a benefit end pleasure to all eon- 
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Cerned, Some of us have known you personally be¬ 
fore, and moat of ua have long been more or less 
familiar at second hand with your state and city; 
and yet, I think, to many of us It is something like 
a new re relation' to see for ourselves what a few 
years have accomplished. I am not enough of a 
Latin scholar to quote my Virgil well; but I have 
been all the time most forcibly reminded of the pas¬ 
sage iu which ^Eneas first comes in sight of rising 
Carthage. Most emphatically the work * hails } 
here. We see no drones or sluggards; but every 
shoulder is at the wheel, and every thing is moving. 
It may, perhaps, seem to you sometimes, when iu our 
, sectional meetings we discuss some question about 
the stars, or some hypothesis as to the formation of 
rock-strata, or the structure of some worm or insect, 
that we are out of the current, and contributing 
nothing to the advancement of the world. But you 
know it is not so, and your invitation to hold our 
meeting here shows that you know It. The world 
advances, noton one lino only, but on many, — on 
lines material, intellectual, spiritual. To some ex¬ 
tent, the movements are indeed independent, but 
not very far. Any true advance on either lino im¬ 
plies corresponding movement on each of the others, 


If not absolutely simultaneous, yet surely consequent. 
There is no need to ask you here how much this city 
owes to modern science, when 1 see on every side. In 
your streets and storehouses and mills, the practical 
application of the highest engineering, mechanical, 
and electric art; and in the future it is almost certain 
that science is to contribute still more liberally to 
business. But not mainly for this reason do I claim 
your regard to science; but because, made In the im¬ 
age of God as we are, knowledge and understanding 
are as truly wealth and power as lands and food and 
money. 

I need not add that, as you have invited us here, so 
we on our part cordially invite you to attend alt our 
meetings, to listen to the papers and their discus¬ 
sion. We cannot promise that every paper will be 
interesting to all, but each one, I think, will be able 
to select certain ones he will be glad to hear; and if 
any of you choose to join us, and enroll yourselves as 
promoters of the advancement of science, our mem¬ 
bership is open on easy terms. Once more, gentlemen, 
we thank you for the cordial welcome, and address 
ourselves to our business, in the hope and confidence 
that our meeting here Is to be in the highest degree 
pleasant and successful 


PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION A. —MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY. 


ADDRESS OF WILLIAM A . ROGERS , 
OF CAMBRIDGE^ MASS ., VICE-PR BSD 
DENT OF THE SECTION , AUG . 15, 1883 . 


THE GERMAN SURVEY OF THE NORTH¬ 
ERN HEAVENS. 

The Illustrious Argelander was accustomed to say, 
In the quaint form of speech which he often em¬ 
ployed, u The attainable is often not attained If the 
range of Inquiry is extended too far.” In no under¬ 
taking is there greater need of a judicious Application 
of this sound maxim than in the systematic determi¬ 
nation of the exact positions of all the stars in the 
visible heavens which fall within the reach of tele¬ 
scopes of moderate power. 

The first subject which engaged the attention of 
the Astronomlsche gesellschaft, at its formation in 
1805, was thb proposition to determine accurately the 
co-ordinates of ail the stars in the northern heav¬ 
ens down to the ninth npagnitude, To this associa¬ 
tion of astronomers (at first national, but since 
become largely international, in its character and or¬ 
ganisation) belongs the credit of arranging a scheme 
of observations by which, through the co-operation of 
astronomers in different parts of the world, It has 
been possible to accomplish the most Important piece 
of astronomical work of modem times* With a fea¬ 
sible plan of operations, undertaken with entire unity 
of purpose on the part of the observers to whom the 
several divisions of the labor were assigned, this great 
work is now approaching completion. While it is yet 
top early to speak with confidence concerning the 
definitive res^fys y?b(ch tKd^scu**^ # *** the ob¬ 


servations are expected to show, wc may with profit 
consider the object sought in the undertaking, the 
general plan of the work, the difficulties winch have 
been encountered, and the probable bearing which 
tiie execution of the present work will have upon the 
solution of a problem concerning which we now 
know absolutely nothing with certainty, — a problem 
of which what we call universal gravitation is Only 
oue element, if, indeed, it be an element, — a problem 
which reaches farther than all others into the mys¬ 
teries of the^inlverse, — the motion of the solar and 
the sidereal systems Jn space. 

Our first inquiry will be with respect to the con¬ 
dition of the question of stellar positions at the time 
when this proposal was made by the gesellschaft in 
1860. All the observations which had been made up 
to this time possess one of two distinct characteris¬ 
tics, A portion of them were made without direct 
reference to any assumed system of stellar co-ordi¬ 
nates as a base, but by far the larger part are differ¬ 
ential in their character. This remark holds more 
especially with reference to right ascensions. Nearly 
all of the observations of the brighter stars made pre¬ 
vious to about 1880 were referred to the origin from 
which stellar co-ordinates are reckoned by correspond¬ 
ing observations of the snn; but since that elate It has 
been tiie custom to select a sufficient number of ref¬ 
erence stars, symmetrically distributed both in right 
ascension and declination, and whose co-ordinates 
were supposed to be well known. The unequalled 
Pulkova Observations for the epoch 184$ form, I be¬ 
lieve, the only exception to this statement, From the 
assumed-system pf primary stars are derived the clock 
errors end instrumental constants which are employed 



280 


SCIENCE 


[VOL. II., No. ». 


in the reduction of all the other stars observed. The 
positions of these secondary stars, therefore, partake 
of all the errors of the assumed fundamental sys¬ 
tem, in addition to the direct errors of observation. 

The following list comprises the most important 
of the catalogues which have been independently 
formed; vte., Bessel’s Bradley for 1755, the various 
catalogues of Maskelyne between 3760 and 1805, 
Gould's P’Agelet for 1783, Piaszi for 1800, Auwer’s 
Oacciatore for 1805, Bessel for 3815, a few of the 
earlier catalogues of Pond, Brinkley for 3824, Bessel 
for 1826, Struve for 1825, BesseJ for 1827, Struve for 
1880, Argelander for 1830, and Pulkova for 3846. 

The important catalogues of secondary stars pub¬ 
lished previous to 1805 are comprised in the following 
table. 

[ Table 

An analysis of these catalogues reveals four impor¬ 
tant facts:— 

First,! that a large share of the observations relate 
to bright stars, at least to stars brighter than the 
eighth magnitude. 

Second, that in a large number of cases the same 
star Is found In different catalogues, but that no rule 
Is discoverable in the selection. 

Third, that with the exception of the polar cat** 
logues of Fedorenko, Groom bridge, Schwerd, and 
Carrington, the double-star observations of Struve, 
and the zone observations of Bessel and Argelander, 
the observations were not arranged with reference to 
the accomplishment of a definite object. 

Fourth, that each catalogue involves a system of 
errors peculiar to the observers, to the character of 
the instrument employed, and to the system of pri¬ 
mary stars selected, but that thus far there had been 
no attempt to reduce the results obtained by differ¬ 
ent observers to a homogeneous system. In .esti¬ 
mating the value of these observations it will be 
necessary to refer to the researches which have been 
made subsequent to 1805. 

The systematic deviations of different catalogues 
in right ascension inter *e were noticed at an early 
date by several astronomers; but the first attempt to 
determine the law of these variations seems to have 
been made by Safford in a communication to the 
monthly notices of the Royal astronomical society in 
1801 (xxi. 245), *On the positions df the Radeliffe 
catalogue.’ 1 quote the equation derived by Safford, 
since it appears to be the first published account of 
a form of investigation almost exclusively followed 
since that time. It is as follows: — 

Dlff. of R. A. (Greenw. 12 Tear cat.—Rad.) = 
— 0.38*. -f 0,82*. sin (« + 5 h, 82 m.). Extending this 
expression to terms of the second order, it may be 
put under the form, A “ a constant + (m sin a -f n 
cos o) + (m' sin 2o + n' cos2 «) 4-, etc. 

Safford also seems to have been the first to notice 
the connection between the observed residuals, and 
ttye errors in position of the primary stgrs employed. 
He remarks, 11 In investigating the causes which 
would give rise to such systematic discrepancies, I 
was struck with the fact that the same or nearly the 
same variations were apparent in the assumed places 


of the time stars for the years since 3845; that, If the 
correct positions of the time stars hud been assumed, 
the resulting positions would have been free from 
these small errors/’ That the relation given by Saf¬ 
ford should have been observed at all, Is the more 
remarkable, since the primary stars upon which the 
Radeliffe positions depend are nearly'the same as 
those employed at Greenwich. In reality, the sys¬ 
tematic errors of both catalogues have since been 
found*to be considerably greater than is here indi¬ 
cated, and the deviation pointed out by Safford is in 
the nature of a second difference. The speaker has 
shown ( Proe, Amer . acad., 1874,182) that the weight 
of the errors of the provisional catalogue assumed,' 
fell between the first and the third quadrants iri the 
Radeliffe observations for 3841-42, on account of 
the omission of certain clock stars which were used 
at Greenwich. 

Since the discordances which exist between two 
catalogues may arise from errors in either one or in 
both, it is clearly impossible either to determine the 
nature of the erorrs, or to assign their true cause, 
until a fundamental system has been established 
which is free both from accidental and from periodic 
errors, — from accidental errors, since a few abnormal 
differences may easily invalidate the determination 
of the error* which are really periodic; from periodic 
errors, because a relative system can only become an 
absolute one when one of the elements of which it is 
composed becomes absolute. 

We owe to the researches of Newcomb, published 
in 1809-70, a homogeneous system of stellar co-ordi¬ 
nates in right ascension, which are probably as nearly 
absolute in their character as it is posable to obtain 
from the data at present available. He determined ' 
the absolute right ascensions of thirty-two stars of 
the first, second, and third magnitudes, and comprised 
between the limits —80° and + 40° declination. A 
comparison of the places of these stars for a given 
epoch, with the same stars in any catalogue for the 
same epoch, enables u* to determine.with consider¬ 
able precision the system of errors Inherent iff that 
catalogue. Several circumstances prevent the exact 
determination of this relation. Among them may be 
mentioned tbe fact that Newcomb’s system cannot 
safely be gxtdnded far beyond tbe limits In decli¬ 
nation ot the stars composing the system* that the 
stars are not symmetrically distributed in declination, 
and that the system of errors derived from bright 
stars Is probably not the same as that derived from 
stars of less magnitude. ’ * 

To a certain extent all of these objections have 
been met in the later discussion by Auwera, to which 
reference will presently be mode* The substantial 
agreement of these two systems, independently deter¬ 
mined, furnishes satisfactory evidence that we have 
at last obtained a hmndation system with which it la 
safe to make comparisons, from which we may draw 
conclusions with comparative Safety. When the cata¬ 
logues which were formed between 1825 and 1665 
are compared with Newcomb’s fundamental system, 
through the medium of these thirty-two stow, the 
following* »ct%ore revealed* 
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a . The only catalogue* In which there is freedom 
from both accidental and periodic error* are Arge- 
lander’s Abo catalogue for 1880, and the Pulkova 
catalogue for 1845. One is reminded, in this connec- 
nectlon, of the remark of Pond, that “ we can hardly 
obtain a better test of our power of predicting the 
future positions of star* thau by trying by the same 
formula how accurately we con interpolate for the 
past. In a variety of papers which I have submitted 
to the Royal society, I have endeavored to show, that, 
with us, the experiment entirety falls/* 

b. During this interval the constant differences be¬ 
tween the earlier catalogues and Newcomb’s system 
vary between +0.17 8 for Pond, 1820; and —0.19" for 
Pond, 1830: and for later catalogues, between +0.07* 
for Cambridge, 1800; and +.02» for Greenwich, 1800. 

c. AU the right ascensions determined at English 
observatories, and especially those which depend upon 
the positions published by the British Nautical al¬ 
manac, are too large in the region of five hours, and 
too small in the region of eighteen hours. The gen¬ 
era) tendency of the constant part of the deviation 
from Newcomb’s system is to neutralise the periodic 
errors in the region of five hours, and to augment 
them in the region of eighteen hours, where, in the 
case of a few catalogues, the error becomes as great 
as 0.10", — a quantity which can be readily detected 
from the observations of two or three evenings with 
an Indifferent instrument, if it relates to a single star. 

# The right ascensions determined at French observa¬ 
tories exhibit systematic errors, which follow nearly 
the same law as .those which characterise English 
observations. 

Distinctively German observations are nearly free 
from systematic errors. As far as they exist at all, 
their tendency is to neutralize the errors inherent in 
distinctively English aud French observations. 

d. In the case of several catalogues, residual errors 
of considerable magnitude remain after the syste¬ 
matic errors depending upon the right ascensions 
have been allowed for. These errors are found to 
be functions of the declination of the stars observed, 
and without doubt have some connection with the 
form of the pivots of the instrument with which the 
observations were mode. Tlris statement holds true, 
especially with inspect to the observations at Paris, 
Melbourne, and f Brussels, between 1868 and 1871; 
and to the Washington observations between 1858 
and 1861. 

e. The system&ttoerrors which exist in observations 
previous to 1865 follow the same law, ami have nearly 
the same magnitude, os the errors of the same class 
which are inherent In the national ephemeride* of 
the country in which they were made. 

The British Nautical almanac and the Connaisance 
dies temps are largely responsible for the perpetua¬ 
tion of this class of errors. For a few years before 
and after I860, the epbemerides of the Nautical 
almanac were baaed upon the observations of Pond, 
Which contain large periodic errors. It Is found that 
the errors of thhf system have been transferred with¬ 
out sensible diminution to every catalogue in which 
the observations depend upon Nautical almanac dock 


stars. At English observatories it lias been the cus¬ 
tom to correct the positions of the fundamental stars 
by the observations of each successive year; but this 
has produced no sensible effect on the diminution of 
the periodic errors; which belong to the fundamental 
system. The periodic errors of the American ephem- 
eri* follow nearly the same law as the errors of the 
Nautical almanac, but their magnitude is somewhat 
reduced. The error of equinox is also less. 

Wblfer’s Tab. reg., upon which the Berliner Jahr- 
buoh is based, has no well-defined systematic errors; 
and the correction for equinox Is nearly the same in 
amount as in the American ephemerls, but with the 
opposite sign. The accidental errors seem to be 
rather larger than in the system of the American 
epbeniem. 

/. A general estimate tnay be formed of the rela¬ 
tive magnitudes of the errors of secondary catalogue* 
by comparing the average error for each star of the 
primary catalogue. The numbers given below rep¬ 
resent the average deviation for each star, expressed 
in hundredths of seconds, after the various catalogues 
have been reduced to a common equinox. 


V 


Average 
error for 
each alar. 

ArgeJander. 

Pidkova .. 

1880 

1.1 

3 #46 

3.1 

Greenwich. 

3*46 

2.0 

Ureenwich. 

1800 

2.0 

1>’Asrttlet (Gould). 

17«:t 

2.8 

Cup© of Good Hope (llcndewon) . , 

18*8 

2.2 

Greenwich.. 

I860 

2.2 

Greenwich. 

187J 

2.2 

Purls. 

1807 

2.4 

Washington . .. 

3 840-62 

2.6 

Struve. 

1830 

2.6 

Cape of Good Hope ....... 

1866 

2.8 

Bade litre ;. 

I860 

3.1 

Greenwich. 

1840 

3.1 

Bw»6l ............ 

1826 

S.2 

Pond . . .. . 

UiUin . . .A. 

1.880 

3.7 

3840 

3.8 

Madroa (Taylor). 

Capo of Good Hope (Fallow#) , . . 

1830 

1830 

8.0 

8.0 

KadoUff* ... . 

1846 

4.6 

Armagh. 

1840 

6.0 

Fhust .. 

Moewet’c Bradley ........ 

1800 


1766 

7.0 

Lalaud© ........... 

1800 

13,2 

IriftoaUio .. 

1760 

24.0 


It is obvious from these relations, tliat previous to 
about 1826 the magnitude of the accidental errors of 
observation, combined wKh the errors of reduction, 
prevent any definite conclusions with respect to the 
periodic errors inherent in these early observations, 
it is probable, also, that early observations of stars 
of the eighth and ninth magnitudes are subject to a 
class of errors peculiar to themselves, the nature of 
which it is now well-nigh impossible to determine. 

The systematic errors in declination which belong 
to the various secondary catalogues named are even 
more marked than those in right ascension. The 
experience cf Pond in J88$ is the experience of 
every astronomer who has attempted to compare 
observations of the same star made at different times, 
under different circumstances, with different In- 
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strnments, and by different observers. He says, 
14 With all these precautions, we do not find, by com* 
paring the present observations with those of Bradley 
made eighty years ago under the game roof, and com¬ 
puted hy the same table of refractions, that we can 
obtain by interpolation any intermediate catalogue 
which shall agree with the observations within tlio 
probable limits of error.’ 1 

We owe to the investigations of Auwers (Astron. 
nacftr nos. 1532-1580), the first definite system of 
declinations which is measurably absolute in its 
character. Yet the deviations of this system from 
that derived by the same author, but from much 
additional data in publication xlv. of the geselischaft, 
is no less than 1.2". The present difference outstand¬ 
ing between theBulkova and the Greenwich systems 
at 10° south declination is 1.7". 

Within the past five yearn, the labors of Auwers, 
of Bafford, of Boss, and of Newcomb, have resulted 
in the establishment of a moan system of declinations 
from which accidental errors may be considered to 
be eliminated in the case of a large number of stars; 
but the different systems stilt differ systematically 
infer se by quantities which are considerably greater 
than the probable error of any single position. 

When the discussion of the question of a uniform 
determination of all the stars in the northern heavens 
to the ninth magnitude was taken up by the ge?qll~ 
schaft at its session in Leipzig hi 1805, Argel&nder, 
who was then president of the society, appears to 
have been the only astronomer who had a clear ap¬ 
prehension of the difficulties of the problem. He 
alone had detected the cla*s of errors whose existence 
subsequent Investigations have definitely established. 
He alone had found a well-considered plan by which 
these errors might be eliminated, as far as possible, 
from future observations. 

Argelander, however, always claimed for Bessel 
the first definite proposal of the proposition under 
consideration (see Antron. n«chr.> i. 257). It was in 
pursuance of this plan that the cones between — 15° 
and + 15° in declination were observed. These 
zones were to form the ground-work of the Berlin 
charts; and Argelander, In the execution of the 
Bonn Durchmusterung, simply carried out the second 
part, of Bessel’s recommendation* 

With the exception of the observations of Cooper 
at Mnkree observatory, and the Chart* of Oh acorn ac, 
these two great works — the second being a oon* 
tinuatlon of the first, under a better and more feasible 
plan — are the only ones In existence which give us 
„ any knowledge of the general structure of the stellar 
system. 

The observations of stars to the ninth magnitude, 
found In the catalogues of Bessel, Lalaude, and 
Pi&zzi, form the ground* work of these charts. The 
co-ordinates in right ascension and declination of the 
stars found in these authorities were first reduced to 
the epoch 1800; the resulting right ascension being 
given to seconds of time, and the declination to 
tenths of minutes of jxc. With these places as points 
of reference, all other stars were filled in, down to 
the ninth magnitude, by observation* with equatorial 


Instruments, lie work was divided into tones of 
one hour each. Bremitter undertook five tones; 
Argelander and Schmidt, two; Wolfers, three; and 
Harding, two. The remaining zones were under¬ 
taken by different astronomers in widely separated 
localities. 

The work seems to have been performed with 
somewhat unequal thoroughness, some zones con¬ 
taining nearly all the stars to the ninth magnitude, 
while in others a large number of stars havtfig this 
limit in magnitude are wanting. 

The Durchmusterung undertaken by Argelander 
at Bonn was a far more serious and well-considered 
undertaking. This unequalled work consists In the 
approximate determination of the co-ordhtates of 
324,198 stars situated between —2° and +90° decli¬ 
nation. It includes stars to the 9.5 magnitude, the 
co-ordinates being given to tenths of minutes of 
time, and the declinations to tenths of minutes of 
arc. 

The first definite proposal of this work undertaken 
by the gesellschaft, however, appears to have been 
made by Bruhns. in the course of a report upon the 
operations of the Leipzig observatory, he stated, that, 
In his view, the time had come for undertaking a 
uniform system of determinations of the places of 
Stars to the ninth magnitude In the northern hemi¬ 
sphere by means of meridian circles; but he pro¬ 
posed, at the same time, that the positions of stars 
fainter than the ninth magnitude should be deter¬ 
mined by means of differential observations' with 
equatorial instruments. After explaining certain 
plans and arrangements relating particularly to his 
own observatory, he introduced the following resolu¬ 
tion:— 

44 The Astronomische gesel I schaft regards It as need¬ 
ful that all the stars to the ninth magnitude, occurring 
in the Durchmusterung, should be observed with 
meridian circles, and commissions the council to 
arrange for the execution of the work.” 

This proposal occasioned a long and somewhat 
animated discussion, In which Argelander, Hlrach, 
Bruhns, Fbrster, Schdnfeld, and Struve took part. 

Argelander declared himself surprised at till* pro¬ 
posal, which called for the rapid realization of a plan 
of organization which he had been considering for 
years with she greatest care, the difficulties of which 
he had maturely considered,, and, the execution of 
which still demanded the most careful deliberation 
and preparation. One of the necessary preliminary 
Steps was a plan which he had already prepared, pub¬ 
lished and presented to the society in an informal 
way, which provided Xor contemporaneous and cor¬ 
responding observations of the brighter stars. As 
president of the society, he felt unequal to undertak¬ 
ing the charge which the acceptance of the resolution 
proposed would involve; as this procedure seemed to 
him premature without previous preparation. He 
would admit, however, that 'every call to action of 
this kind tended to stimulate enthusiasm, him} should 
therefore be encouraged; but he felt obliged to ask 
the society not &> require front hint the immediate 
execution oftkeplan; bu* to Intnwt the tattoo* c<m- 
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^deration of it, ami the preparation for it, to his 
zealous friends in the council. 

Upon the motion of Struve, the society by a rising 
vote, expressed its confidence in the assurance of the 
president that he would bring forward bis plan at the 
proper time, as soon as the means for its execution 
could be assured. 

At the meeting held at Bonn in 1807, Argelander 
again brought up the subject in a communication 
which appears to have been an exhaustive discussion 
of the whole problem. Thl* paper is not printed in 
the proceedings of the gesellschaft; but at its con¬ 
clusion a committee was appointed to take definite 
action with respect to the recommendations which it 
contained. The committee reported at the same 
session; and their report, which is published in the 
place of the paper presented by Argelander, Is prob¬ 
ably Identical in substance with It. The plan pro¬ 
posed and adopted was finally published in the form 
of a programme, hi which the details of the work 
are arranged with considerable minuteness. As this 
programme has been widely distributed, it seems 
unnecessary to give any thing more than a general 
abstract of it, Since it differs in a few minor points 
from the first report of the committee at the Bonn 
meeting, the essential features of this report will he 
given instead of an abstract of the programme Itself. 

They are as follows: — , 

a. The limits in declination of the proposed series 
of observations are— 2° and 4* 80°. The first limit 
was chosen on account of the lack of suitable funda¬ 
mental stars south of the equator. It is probable, 
also, that Argelander had a suspicion of the fact, 
since proven, that the uncertainty with respect to 
the systematic errors of southern stars is, of necessity, 
considerably greater than for northern stars, and that 
on this account it would be better to defer this part 
of the work until further investigations in this direc¬ 
tion could be made. 

The limit 4 80° was chosen because the repetition 
of Carrington’s observations between 8l° and 00° 
was considered superfluous, and Hamburg had already 
undertaken the extension of Carringtou's observa¬ 
tions from Bl 0 to 80°. 

b. Within those limits, all stars In the Durchtnus- 
terung to the ninth magnitude, and, in addition, all 
stain which have been more exactly observed by La- 
lamle, by Bessel at Koenigsberg, and by Argelander 
at Bonn, are to be observed. 

c. The observations are to be differential. The 
clock errors are not to be found from the fundamen¬ 
tal stare usually chosen for this purpose, mid the 
equator point corrections are not to be derived from 
observations at upper and lower culminations, but 
these elements are to be derived from a series of 600 
or 600 stare, distributed as uniformly as possible over 
the northern heavens. The exact co-ordinates of 
these stars are to be determined at Bulkova, thus 
securing the unity necessary in order to connect in 
one system the observations of different zones. 

d. Every star is to be observed twice. If the two 
observations differ by' a quantity greater than ought 
Ad ft* expected* * third observation wifi, be necessary. 


m 

e, In order to facilitate the wofk, it will be desira¬ 
ble to use only three or four transit threads, and only 
one or two microscopes. In order to facilitate the 
reductions to apparent place, the working-list of stars 
should be comprised within narrow limits. 

/, Before the commencement and after the close 
of each zone, two or three fundamental stars are to 
be observed upon the same threads and with the same 
microscopes as were used in the zone observations. 
When the seeing is not good, aud when for any other 
cause It seem# desirable, one or more fundamental 
stare may be observed In the course of the zone. 
The number aud selection of the stare will depend 
upon the character of the Instrument employed. If 
it remains steady for several hours, and has no 
strongly marked flexure or division errors, or If these 
errors have been sharply determined, the fundamental 
stars may be situated ten degrees or fifteen degrees 
away from the zone limits. However, there must 
remain many things for which no general rule can 
be given, and which must be left to the judgment of 
the observer, aided by an accurate knowledge of his 
instrument. 

g. With a Kepsold or a Martin instrument, one 
microscope will be sufficient, if its position with re¬ 
spect to the whole four can be determined. It will 
be sufficient, if the change in position during the 
observations can be interpolate! to 0.2". 

h . It will be desirable to divide beforehand the 
zones into such time Intervals that the observations 
can be easily made. 

i. Zones exceeding one and one-half or at the most 
two hours are not advisable, first, because the zero 
points will be too far apart, and, second, because a 
longer duration will involve too much fatigue physi¬ 
cally and mentally. 

At the conclusion of this report, all the astron¬ 
omers present who were willing to take part in this 
work were reque>ted to communicate with the coun¬ 
cil, stating the region of the heavens which they pre¬ 
ferred to selwt for observation. 

At this meeting, Berlin, Bonn, Helsingfors, Leip¬ 
zig, and Mannheim signified their intention to share 
in the work. Leiden also expressed its intention of 
taking part as soon as the work already undertaken 
should be completed. 

When the stare to be observed had been selected 
from the Durehmlistening, it was found that the 
number would not vary much from 100,000, requiring 
rather more than 200,000 observations, Preparations 
for the work of observation were immediately com¬ 
menced; and, by the time of the next report in I860, 
considerable progress had been made. 

In the report for this year, the provisional places of 
a catalogue of 599 fundamental stars were published. 
This catalogue Is composed of two parts. The list 
of hauptsteme consists of 386 stars to the fourth 
magnitude, observed at Pulkova by Wagner with 
the laiTge transit instrument, and by Hykldn with the 
Ertel vertical circle. Tire list of zusat-steroe consists 
of 90$ star*fainter than the fourth magnitude. As 
the details of the work in the formation of the pro¬ 
visional' places of the stars of this list are not given 
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in the report, it is not quite clear upon what authority 
they rest. The work assigned to the Pulkova observa¬ 
tory by the zone commission was the exact determi¬ 
nation of the places of the stars of this list* The 
observations were undertaken by Gromadskl with 
the Repsold meridian circle. In accordance with the 
plan adopted, each star was observed eight times, — 
four times in each position of the Instrument. The 
observations were differential with respect to the 
Uaupt&terna. 

The results were published by Struve in 3870; and 
the places there given were used in the first reduction 
of the Harvard*coIlege observations for 3874-75, and 
perhaps in some other cases. 

About this time a change seems to have been made 
In the original plan with respect to the formation of 
the final catalogue of fundamental stars, of which I 
have been unable to find a clear account. Tlie origi¬ 
nal intention was to make the puatt&ww depend en¬ 
tirely upon the observations at Pulkdva, The zone 
commission established by the gesellschaft, however, 
committed the formation of this catalogue to Auwers; 
and it is to him that we owe the most complete and 
the most perfect catalogue of fundamental stars yet 
published. The Pulkova system for 1865 was adopted 
as the basis; but, in order to obtalu greater freedom 
from accidental errors for individual stars, the final 
catalogue was obtained by combining with the Pul¬ 
kova series, the Greenwich observations from 1630 
to 1870, the Harvard-college observations for 3873-72, 
the Lelpslc observations, in declination only, betWeen 
3800 and 1870, and the Leiden observations in declina¬ 
tion between 1804 and 1870. Before this combination 
was made, however, these observations were all re¬ 
duced to the Pulkova system. 

The following olwarvatories have taken part in the 
zone observations; — 


Observatories. 

Limit* of 
zone* In 
declination. 

Obecrvatorlea. 

Limit* of 
zone* In 
dec 11 nation. 

WcoltOeff . . . 

Albany .... 

'Lciptlo . . . . ! 

lAtllWlC . . . . 

Berlin. * . . . ; 

Cambridge (Kng.) i 
Leiden , . , . j 

“ 2* to + 1* 
+ 1 ** + ft 
+ 4 V +10 
•M0 0 +15 
■MS “ +25 
+20 “ 4 30 
-4-30 “ +35 

Lund .... 
Boon .... 
Harvard college. 
H trial ngfora . . 
Christiana . . . 
Dorpat . . . , 
Ka«ah . . . '. j 

+3ft* to 440* 
+40 *♦ +50 
460 “ +65 
+65 “ +eo 
+05 « +70 
+ 70 " +75 
+ 76 “ +£0 


The zone between —2° and +1° was originally un¬ 
dertaken at Palermo, that between +1° and *f 4° at 
Ifeuchfitel, that between +4° and -H0° at Mannheim, 
and that between + 35° and + 40 d at Chicago. 

In the latter case, the great fire at Chicago crippled 
the resources of the observatory to such an extent, 
that Safford was compelled to relinquish the work, 
which was at that time quite far advanced. 

The chief Items of Interest in connection with this 
work are found in the following tabular statement: — 

[ Table omitted *J 

Attention was called, at an early date, to the im¬ 
portance of continuing the survey of the northern 
heavens beyond the southern limit fixed • by Arfelan- 


dor. The preparation necessary for the execution of 
this work consisted in the extension of the Dureh- 
m us ter u ng to the tropic of Capricorn. This was 
undertaken by Sohonfeld at Leipslc. 

In the report to the gesellschaft at the meeting held 
at Stockholm in 1877, he has given an account of this 
work, in which he stated tliat it was sufficiently near 
completion to invite the consideration of the question 
of tho meridian circle determinations of the places of 
stars to the ninth magnitude. The lack of southern 
fundamental stars whose positions were well deter¬ 
mined was still a hlnderance to the Immediate com¬ 
mencement of the work. Relatively more stars of 
this class are required than in the northern observa¬ 
tions, In order to eliminate the inequalities due to 
refraction. Bchdnfeld stated, that, while the burden 
of the determination of the. places of these southern 
fundamental stars must rest mainly upon southern 
observations, it seemed necessary to connect them 
with the Pulkova system by a connecting link (mU- 
telglied), through observations at some observatory 
well situated for this purpose. At this meeting Sande 
Bakhuysen, at Leiden, gave notice of intention to 
take part in this work. Gyld4n urged the importance 
of securing the co-operation of Melbourne; and Pe¬ 
ters suggested the advantage of securing Washington 
as an additional ‘mean term’ (V. J. 8.1877, p. 2<55). 

The next reference to this work is contained In 
the vlerteljahrsschrift for 3881, xv. p. 270. A list of 
803 southern stars is here given, whose exact places 
were at that time being determined at Leiden and at 
the Cape of Good Hope. This list was selected by 
Scbonfeid and Sande Bakhuysen, in a way to meet 
the requirements referred to in previous discussions. 

A final catalogue of 88 southern fundamental stars 
by Auwcrs appears In this number of the vlerfceljahrs- 
schrift. The places depend upon the same author! ties 
as for the northern stars, with the addition of the Cape 
of Good Hope catalogue for 3800, Willlamstown, Mel¬ 
bourne for 187b, and Harvard college (Safford) for 
3864. For stars not observed at Pulkova, the general 
catalogue of Yamall (1858-3601), and the Washing¬ 
ton observations, with the new meridian circle be¬ 
tween 1872 and 1875, were employed. As In the case 
of tlie northern stars, these observations are all re¬ 
duced to the pulkova system for 3805. It is under* 
derstood that the co-ordinates of the lht of 303 Stars 
are to depend upon this extension of the general 
system of publication xiv* to tlie limits required by 
the southern DUrcbrausteruiig of SchdnfeJd. 

It would be surprising if all the conditions of suc¬ 
cess were fulfilled in the first execution of a work 
having the magnitude, and involving the difficulties, 
of the scheme of observations undertaken under the 
auspices of the gesellschaft. The extent of the dis¬ 
cordances which are to be expected between the 
results obtained by different observers can only be 
ascertained when the observations by which the dif¬ 
ferent zones are to be connected have been reduced. 
Bach observer extended the working-list of hie own 
zone l<y north and south; and it Is expected that m • 
sufficient number of observations of this kind, has 
been made to determine the systematic relations 
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existing between the co-ordinates of each gone with 
those of its neighbor. > 

It is probable, however, that the experience of Gill 
will be repeated on a larger scale. In 1878 he solicited 
the co-operation of astronomers In the determination 
of the co-ordinates of twenty-eight stars, which he 
desired to employ In the reduction of his heliometer 
observations of the planet Mars for the purpose of 
obtaining the solar parallax. The results obtained 
at twelve observatories of the first class are published 
In vol. xxxix. p. DO, of the monthly notices of the 
Royal astronomical society. Notwithstanding the 
fact that the final values obtained at each observa¬ 
tory depend upon several observations, the average 
difference between the least and the greatest results, 
obtained by different observers for each star, is 0.24 s . 
in right ascension and *2.8" in declination. In four 
cases the difference in right ascension exceeds 8.0, 
and in four cases the difference hi declination ex¬ 
ceeds 8.0." 

Kven after the results are reduced to a homogeneous 
system, the following outstanding deviations from a 
mean system are found: — 


Authority. 

a a 

A* 

Authority. 

A p. 

A 3 


*. 

ff 


». 

rf 

Koenijfsberif . . 

+ .005 

—0.71 

Leiden .... 

-.063 

-0.19 

Melbourne . , . 


-0.49 

IVrl* .... 

+ .065 

+0,Ot 

Pulkova. ♦ . . 

+ .00ft 

+0.36 

Washington . . 

- .120 

+0.78 

1^‘lpttIO .... 
Greenwich. . , 

+.040 ! 

+0.40 

Harvard college, 

-.072 

+0.09 

■1.000 ; 

—O.fiW 

Cordoba . . . 

-.032 

-0.20 

Berlin .... 

4 .044 I 

. J 

4 0.67 

Oxford , . . . , 

+.078 

+0.21 


The observations of a second list of twelve stars, 
one-half of the number being comparatively bright, 
and the remaining half faint, showed no marked im¬ 
provement, either with respect to the magnitude of 
errors which could be classed as accidental, or in 
regard to the systematic deviations from a mean 
System, 

This discussion revealed one source of discordance 
which will doubtless affect the zone observations; 
via., the difference between right ascensions deter¬ 
mined by the cye-atid-ear method, and those deter¬ 
mined with the aid of the chronograph. 

The programme of the geseibekaft makes no pro¬ 
vision for the elimination of ertors which depend 
upon the magnitude of the stars observed; but 
special observations have been undertaken at several 
observatories for the purpose of defining the relation 
between the results for stars df different magnitudes. 
At Harvard-College observatory, tbd direct effect of a 
reduction of the magnitude has bees ascertained by 
reducing the aperture*of the telescope by means of 
diaphragms. Beside this, the observat ions have been 
arranged in such a manner that an error depend¬ 
ing upon the magnitude can be derived from an in¬ 
vestigation of the observations upon two successive 
' nights. ■ 1 ' ' i 

At l&idefti at Albany, and perhaps at other 
observatories, the effect of magnitude has been deter¬ 
mined by observations through wire gause. But 


notwithstanding ail the precautions which have been 
taken in the observations, and which may be taken 
in the reductions, it wi|l undoubtedly be found that 
the final results obtained will involve errors which 
cannot be entirely eliminated. 

In the experience of the speaker, tvro other sources 
of error have been detected. It has been found, that 
there is a well-defined equation between the observa¬ 
tions, which is a function of the amount, and the 
character of the illumination of the field of the tel¬ 
escope, It has also been found that observations 
hiade under very unfavorable atmospheric conditions 
differ systematically from those made under favorable 
conditions. When the seeing was noted as very bad, 
it is found that the observed right ascensions are 
about .08* too great, and that the observed declina¬ 
tions are about 0.8" too great. 

There are doubtless other sources of error which 
the discussion of the observations will bring to light. 
The effect of the discovery of these and other errors 
will probably be to hasten the repetition of the xone 
observations under a more perfect scheme, framed in 
such a manner as to cover all the deficiencies which 
experience has revealed, or may yet reveal. One 
would not probably go far astray in naming the year 
1900 as the mean epoch of the new survey., If the 
observations are again repeated in 1950, sufficient 
data will then have been accumulated for at least an 
approximate determination of the laws of stderial 
motion. 

What is the present state of our knowledge upon 
this subject *i* It can be safely said that it is very 
limited. First of all, it cannot be affirmed that there 
b a sidereal # system in the sense in which we speak 
of the solar system. In the case of the solar system, 
we have a central sun about which the planets and 
their satellites revolve in obedience to laws which 
are satbfied by the hypothesis of universal gravita¬ 
tion. Do the same Jaws pervade the inter-stellar 
spaces ? loathe law of gravitation indeed universal ? 
What physical connection exists between the solar 
system and the unnumbered and innumerable stars 
which form the galaxy of the heavens 2 Do these 
stars form a system which has its own laws of rela¬ 
tive rest and motion ? or Is the solar system a part 
of the stupendous whoie ? Does the solar system re¬ 
ceive its laws from the sidereal system? or has Kepler 
indeed pierced the depths of the universe in the discov¬ 
ery of the laws which gave him immortality ? Are we 
to take the alternative stated by Ball,—either that our 
sidereal system is not an entirely isolated object, or 
its bodies must be vastly more numerous or more 
massive than even our most UberaUntorpretatlon of 
observations would seem to warrant? Are we to 
Conclude, for example, that stars like 1880 Groom- 
bridge and a Centaurl, •* often having travelled from 
an infinitely great distance on one side of the heavens, 
are now passing through our system for the first and 
only time, and that after leaving our system they 
wttl retreat again into the depths of space to a dis¬ 
tance which, for any thing we can tell, may be prac¬ 
tically ;regarded as Infinite* 1 ? 0dn we assert with 
Newcomb, that in all probability the stars do not 
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form a stable system In the sense in which we say 
that the solar system is stable, — that the stars of tljiis 
system do not revolve around definite attractive cen¬ 
tres? Admitting that the solar system is moving 
through space, can we at the present moment even de¬ 
termine whether that motion Is rectilinear, or curved, 
to say nothing of the Jaws which govern that motion ? 
How much of truth is there in the conjectures of 
Wright, Kant, Lambert, and Mitchel, or even in the 
more serious conclusions of Moedler, that the Alcyone 
of the Pleiades is the central sun about which the 
solar system revolves ? 

These are questions which, if solved at all, must be 
solved by a critical study of observations of precis¬ 
ion accumulated at widely separated epochs of time. 
The first step in the solution has been taken in the 
systematic survey of the northern heavens undertaken 
by the geseUsehaft, and In the survey of the south¬ 
ern heavens at Cordoba by 5>r. Gould, The year 
1875 Is the epoch about which ore grouped the data 
which, combined with similar data for an epoch not 
earlier than 11)50, will go far tow ards clearing up the 
doubts which now rest upon the question of the di¬ 
rection and the amount of the solar motion in space; 
and it cannot be doubted that our knowledge of the 
laws which connect the sidereal with the solar system 
will be largely Increased through this investigation. 
The basis of this knowledge must be the observed 
proper motions of a selected list of stars, so exactly 
determined that the residual mean error shall not 
affect the results derived; or, failing in this, of groups 
of stars symmetrically distributed over the visible 
heavens, sufficient In number to affect an elimina¬ 
tion of the accidental errors of observation, without 
disturbing the equilibrium of the general system. 

For an investigation of this kind, a complete sys¬ 
tem of zone observations, at widely separated inter¬ 
vals, will afford the necessary data, if the following 
conditions are fulfilled. 

First: The proper motions must be derived by a 
method which does not involve an exact knowledge 
of the constants of precession. In every investiga¬ 
tion with which I am acquainted, the derived prop¬ 
er motions are functions of this element. 

Second: The general system of proper motions 
derived must be free from systematic errors. Error* 
of this class may be introduced either through the 
periodic errors Inherent In the system of fundamental 
stars employed in the reduction of the zone observa¬ 
tions, or in a change in the constants of precession. 
It Is in this respect that the utmost precaution will 
be required. If from any cause errors of even small 
magnitude are Introduced Into the general system of 
proper motions at any point, the effect of these errors 
upon the values of the co-ordinates at any future 
epoch will be directly proportional to the interval 
elapsed. We can, therefore, compute the exact 
amount of the accumulated error for any given 
time. 

When this test is applied to the fundamental stel¬ 
lar systems independently determined by Auwers, 
Safford, Boss* and Newcomb, we find the. following 
deviations inter $e at the end of a century. 


Auwers tninu* 8*fford. . * 
Auwers minu* Bose.... 
Auwers minun Newcomb. . 


Maximum 

mean 

deviation In a 
century. 

Maximum 
systematic 
deriuUun tu s 
contury. 

A a 

-0.522** 

A 6 
+0.2" 

0.23** 

1.1" 

- 

+0.8 

- 

2.1 

“0.09 

+0.8 

0.06 

2.2 


It is the common impression, that both the direction 
and the amount of the motion of the solar system In 
space are now well established. The conclusions of 
Struve upon this point are stated in such explicit 
language that it is not surprising that this impres¬ 
sion exists. He says, “ The motion of the solar sys¬ 
tem in space Is directed to a point in the celestial 
sphere situated on the right lino'which joins the two 
Stars measured from n and « HerculU. The velocity 
of this motion is such that the sun, with the whole 
cortdge of bodies depending on him, advances annu¬ 
ally in the direction indicated, through a space equal 
to one hundred and fifty-four million miles.” 

It must be admitted that there Is a general agree¬ 
ment in the assignment by different Investigators of 
the co-ordinates of the solar apex. This will be seen 
from the following tabular values. 


Authority*. 


Herachol, 178S . 
P revolt . . . 
Kluge), 1739. . 
lUrnchel, 1806 . 
Argelmider, 1SST 
LutxUhl . . • 
tftruve . . . 
Onlloway * ♦ 
MKdlcr . . . 

Airy .... 
Dunkin . . , 


Right 

aacuiiflloti. 

Declination. 

267* l*V 

^25* 00' 

230 00 ; 

45M 00 

200 00 

+27 00 

246 62 

+49 tU* 

267 49 

+28 60 

262 24 

+14 20 

261 22 

+ 37 30 

200 01 

434 23 

201 36 

+39 64 

J266 64 

+34 29 

1201 29 

+2« 44 

261 14 

+32 6ft 

| 203 44 

+25 00 

— - -- —, 

--- —— 


In estimating the value which should be attached 
to these results, several considerations must be taken 
into account 

(a) AH of the results except those of Galloway de¬ 
pend practically upon the same authorities at one 
epoch, viz., upon Brodley. 

(0) The deviations inter H probably result, in a 
large measure, from the systematic errors inherent in 
one or both of the fundamental systems from which 
the proper motions were derived. For example, 
Lundahl employed Pond as one of his authorities, 
and it is in Pond’s catalogue that the most decided 
periodic errors exist. 

(c) Brot in 1812, Bessel In 3818, and Airy In I860, 
reached the conclusion that the certainty of the move¬ 
ment Of the solar system towards a given point in the 
heavens could not be affirmed# 

(d) The problem is indireet. In the ease of a mem* 
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her of the solar system, exact data will determine the 
exact position in orbit at a given time; but here we 
have neither exact data, nor can we employ trigono¬ 
metrical methods In the solution. We simply find 
that the observed proper motions are probably some¬ 
what better reconciled under the hypothesis of an as¬ 
sumed position of the apex of the solar motion. The 
method of investigation employed by Safford, who 
has of late years given much attention to this sub¬ 
ject, consists In assuming a system of co-ordinates 
for the pole of the solar motion, from which Is deter¬ 
mined the direction each star would have if its own 
proper motions were zero. Comparing this direction 
with the observed direction as indicated by the ob¬ 
served proper motion, equations of condition are 
formed from which a correction is found to the as¬ 
sumed position of the apex, by the methods of least 
squares. 

It must always be kept in mind, that the quantities 
with which we must deal in this investigation are 
exceedingly minute, and that the accidental errors of 
observation are at any time liable to lead to illusory 
results. The weak link in the chain of Madler’s 
reasoning Is to be found here. I think we can as¬ 
sume 0.2" as the limit of precision In the absolute 
determination of the co-ordinates of any star, how¬ 
ever great the number of observations upon which It 
depends. Beyond this limit it Is impossible to go, 
in the present date of instrumental astronomy. 

It is safe to say, that there is not a single star In 
the heavens whose co-ordinates are known with cer¬ 
tainty within this limit. Do not misunderstand me. 
Doubtless there are many stars in which the error 
will at some future time be found to fall within this 
limit. The law of probabilities requires this, if the 
maximum limit falls within 1" But who is prepared 
to select a particular star, and. say that the absolute 
position of this star in space cannot be more than 
0.2" in error? 

e . At present an arbitrary hypothesis is necessary 
In the discussion of the problem. Airy assumed that 
the relative distances of the stars are proportional to 
their magnitudes; and he found slightly different 
results according to different i*odes of treatment.* 
Salford assumed that the distances are, at least ap¬ 
proximately, in Inverse proportion to the magnitude 
of the proper motions. The general result of his 
investigations, up to this point,. Is,! that there is sotne 
hope of using the solar motion asW base, to advance 
our knowledge of stellar distances.! Later investiga¬ 
tions have been made by De Balt, bUt the details 
have not yet come to hand. It Is understood, how¬ 
ever, that his results coincide in a general way with 
those previously obtained. 1 

It I* clear from this brief review, that we have 
here a field of investigation worthyvof the highest 
powers of the astronomer. The first step has been 
taken in the survey of the heavens carried on under 
the auspices of the gesellschaft It nsmalns for the 
astronomers of the present generating to s6lve the 
difficulties which now etivltam the problem, and pre¬ 
pare the way for a more perfect scheme if observation 
in She next century. ' l 


PAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION A. 


The total soUr eclipse of May 6, 1883. 

BY EDWAHD S. HOT.DEN, OF WASHBimN OBSKKVA- 
TOKY, MADISON, VV1S. 

This eclipse had the longest totality of any which 
has been observed. 

An expedition was sent by the National academy 
of sciences and the U. 8. coast-survey jointly, under 
direction of a committee from the former. Ex¬ 
penses were met by an Appropriation of $5,000 by 
congress and by the National academy of sciences 
from a fund left by Professor Watson. The navy 
department also placed the U. S. steamer Hartford 
at the disposal of the academy, to transport the ex¬ 
pedition from Peru to Caroline island, where the 
eclipse was to be observed, and thence to Honolulu. 

The efforts of Mr. Rockwell to provide money by 
private subscription for this undertaking, though 
directly unsuccessful, prepared the way by drawing 
public attention. 

Professor Young was the chairman of the com¬ 
mittee of the National academy of sciences: it was 
at one time hoped that he would take charge of 
the observing-party, but this proved impracticable. 
The reports of different members of the party are to 
be submitted to the National academy of sciences In 
November. Mr. Holden has, however, permission of 
the academy to present an account of the observation 
before the American association. It is understood 
that the present is not hy any means a final report. 
This especially applies to the observations of Dr. 
Hastings, from which that gentleman concludes 
that the solar corona is chiefly a phenomenon due 
to the diffraction of the solar light at the moon's 
limb. The computations to demonstrate this are 
not yet at hand, but are to be completed in a few weeks. 

The Aufs^can party consisted of Edward S. 
Holden, director of Washburn observatory, Madison, 
Wls.f Charles 8. Hastings, professor of physics hi the 
Johns Hopkins university, Baltimore, Md.; Charles 
H. Rockwell, Tarry town, N.Y.; E. 6. Preston, aid 
II. S, coast and geodetic survey, jjfashlnglon, D.C.; 
Winslow Upton, U.S. signal-office, Washington, IXO.; 
and Ensign S. J. Brown, U.S.N., U. 8. naval observa¬ 
tory, Washington, D.C. 

The original six members of the paTty were joined, 
on April 20, hy four volunteer observers, all officers 
of the U.S* ship Hartford: these were Lieut. E. F, 
QuaJtrough, U.S.N.; Passed assistant-suigeon W. 8. 
Dixon, U.S.N.; Midshipman W. S. Fletcher, U.S.N.; 
and Midshipman J. U. Doyle, U.S.N. 

On March 11 the party was strengthened by the 
joining (at Colon) of the two English gentlemen who 
were sent out by the Royal society of London to 
make photographic observations of the eclipse, under 
instructions from J. Norman Lockyer, Esq., F.R.8., 
and OapL W. de W. Abney, R.E., of the science and 
art department of the South Kensington museum. 
These. H. A. Lawrence, London, Eng., and 
C. Bay Wood*, London, Eng. 

During the stay of the party on Caroline Island 
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(April 21 to May 9), ten petty officers and men of the 
Hartford remained, and rendered very Intelligent 
assistance. 

In all, the party on the island consisted of twenty- 
two persons. 

After giving details of the proceedings of the 
expedition, Us arrival, and the preparations for the 
eclipse, Mr. Holden states, as to the event itself, that 
the following atmospheric conditions prevailed: The 
sky proved clear at first contact, cloudy at inter* 
vals till near totality, clear during totality except 
a slight haze in its first minutes, cloudy a few 
minutes after third contact, and finally clear at fourth 
contact. 

The meteorological observations (for which due 
credit is given to the members of the party that had 
them in charge) are noteworthy. In two weeks, 
April 25 to May 9, twenty showers were recorded; 
but the rainfall in each was very small, the total In 
the two weeks being about 8 Inches. Half of this 
fell during the only considerable disturbance of the 
weather, which took place May 4, when it rained 
from midnight to 9.50 a.m, 

The barometer was notably uniform. Its diurnal 
movements were plainly marked; the maxima being 
at 9 a.m. and p.m., the minima at 3 a.m. and f.jvl 
The indications of the thermometer were very con¬ 
stant. The daily range was 9.8°, the highest reading 
89.3°, the lowest 72.4°, the dally maximum at noon, 
the minimum at 8 a.m. The relative humidity 
ranged from 70 per cent at midday to 84 in early 
morning, and at no time fell below 01 s The island 
lies in the region of the south-east trades, but the 
wind (which was very steady) blew constantly be¬ 
tween north and east The average velocity of the 
wind was fi.05 miles; the largest during twenty-four 
hours was 212 miles, the least 59 miles; the highest 
velocity, registered in a squall, was 16 miles per 
hour. 

The botanical and zoological observations are not 
yet ready for publication. During the voyage a series 
of observations was made by Mr. Upton on southern 
variable stars. Dr, Hastings and Mr. Holden, 
while on the island, discovered Swenty-three new 
double stars, a list of which has appeared in 
Sciknojc. . t 

In preparing for the eclipse, Mr, Holden assigned 
to each observer a single duty, not requiring him to 
move from one instrument to another. The excel¬ 
lent photographic apparatus, prepared under the di¬ 
rection of Prof. W. Harkness of the U.8. naval 
observatory, was not used: the entire field of pho¬ 
tography was left to the English party accompanying 
our own, and to the French party under M. Jan¬ 
ssen, who were very successful in photographing the 
corona. 

The combination of polarlscope and telescope was 
used, but not with successful results, the apparatus 
proving unsuitable. Dr. W, S. Dixon, who attended 
to a telescopic examination of the details of the inner 
corona,' will report on the same separately, giving a 
drawing of the corona. With the spectroscope, the 
chief point of observation wad as to the relative 


lengths of the line 1474 east and west of the sup* 
At second contact, this line was 12 / longitude east and 
S' west. The length Of 1474 east diminished, while 
1474 west increased, At mid-totality these were 
equal. Before the third contact, the appearances 
were reversed: 1474 west was longer and brighter 
than 1474 east. 

At the beginning of totality, the lines (7, Z> 3 , F, 
and (near Q) were seen brilliant but very short. At 
mid-eclipse the spectrum was deliberately examined. 
On a continuous spectrum, two lines only were seen: 
1474 bright, and the D line dark, C\ JS, 5, F , were 
certainly wanting. Near the end of totality, C, D 3| 
and F appeared again, very short. Five seconds 
after second contact, four curved lines were seen, — 
C, 1474, K A light cloud passed over the sun; 
and on its disappearance the spectrum showed a 
small line, of about one-third the height of the 
others, between 1474 and F. One hundred seconds 
after second contact, three coronal rings took the 
place of the lines: they were red, yellowish-green, 
and green, and are supposed to be C, and 1474. 
Two hundred seconds after second contact, the red 
ring was decidedly the brightest, and It continued to 
increase in brightness during sixty seconds. Two 
hundred and ninety seconds after second contact, 
the four curved lines, C, D 3 , 1474, F i appeared. The 
reversal of the bright lines at third contact was 
observed. The change was instantaneous, or nearly 
so. The reversal of the Fraunhofer lines was not 
seen. The only bright line seen for the first 190 
seconds was 1474. A dark line was seen, which was 
probably D. 

Mr. Rockwell, using a Rutherford grating and 
a narrow slip tangential to the limb, reported 
that 1474 K was not seen until a minute and a 
half had passed. It, was followed 4' or 5' west of 
the limb, twice; and it was seen only on the west¬ 
ern side of the moon. Two green lines were also 
seen, each brighter and broader than 1474, but much 
shorter. 

' Due credit U given by Mr. Holden to each of the 
observers of the party. His own observations were 
ton fined to a search for the planet Vulcan, reported 
to exist by Professors Watson and Swift. Mr. Hol¬ 
den’s search pontlimed during the whole of totality 
(five minutes and twenty*five seconds), with a six- 
inch telescope with a.power of 44 and field of 57' in 
declination. He saw every star on the map which he 
had previously published ip Science (Feb. 23,1883), 
down to the sixth magnitude, inclusive, except the 
thirty-sixth magnitude stars nearest to the sun; and 
he saw only these stars. One of the stars of the map 
was of the same magnitude as Watscuds ‘Vulcan.’ 
This was a conspicuous object. No star half so 
bright as this could possibly have escaped observa¬ 
tion. Mr. Holden is therefore confident that Vulcan 
did not exist within the limits swept over, Mr, Hol¬ 
den also determined the direction of the motion of 
the diffraction hands before duel after totatity. This 
was an observation which he could not make suc¬ 
cessfully in Colorado in 1678, and 1 which he believes 
has not beety' before made. * 
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A new method o i investigating the flexure 
oorreotipnsof a meridian circle. 

BY PROF. W. A. B0GJCH8 OF CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Tara error duo to refraction, the flexure of the 
circle itself, apd the astronomical flexure, the throe 
being functions in themselves, are most prolific 
errors respecting flexures of a meridian circle. 

The theory which suggested itself was arrived at 
from the use on the telescope of a level of a differ¬ 
ent construction from any the author had ever seen. 
He had been a disbeliever in a level, but this device 
converted him into an advocate of the level. The 
level tube la attached to a plate, and the plate 
attached to the cube of the telescope. Then set 
the telescope at the north point, and reverse It to 
the south, reading the circle north and south. It 
would be much better were the point fixed upon a 
ring so that it can be readily placed at any inclina¬ 
tion. 

Results of tests with the almacantar, in 
time and latitude. 

BY 8. O. CHANDLER, OF CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

The instrument which has been named the * ftl- 
macantar ’ was described and figured In a paper 
presented to the association at its meeting in 1880. 
In its general nature it is an equal altitude instru¬ 
ment. A hollow rectangular trough containing mer¬ 
cury revolves horizontally on an upright central pillar. 
The trough contains a float which is perfectly free to 
obtain equilibriums, while it is constrained to revolve 
with the trough. The float carries a telescope which 
turns on a horizontal axis, and can be clamped at any 
desired altitude. When tills instrument is revolved 
on its vertical axis, any given point in the fiel£ of 
view describes a horizontal small circle, or almacantar, 
in the heavens. The transits of stars over a series 
of horizontal Hues will thus afford means of deter¬ 
mining the altitude of the instrument, the error of 
the clock, the latitude or the declinations of stars, 
by a proper distribution of tie observations in 
azimuth. \ 

A higher degree of accuracy Is'attainable by this 
Instrument than by a transit or a aienith telescope of 
same size. The author’s comparison of results is as 
follows: The probable error of a single star In deter¬ 
mining the block error is only ±0.05* or ±0,0(P, 
With a transit Instrument of the same size, the quan¬ 
tity is not less than ±0,08*. With Ytbe almacantar 
the probable error in determining tie latitude of a 
-single star is ±0,56", including the ctVor of the star’ll 
place. This is about equal to the pro table error of a 
pair of stars by Talcott’s method, ulth the larger 
telescopes of the United-States coasfrmvey. 

The instrument was a small one, — » inches apter- 
ture and 25 Indies focus. It was consthicted for ex¬ 
periment only, In a provisional w*y, at acost of 6160. 
Tfchre are obvious defects in design and instruction: 
when these are remedied, the error can be miich re- 
; duefed* .• \ 

A series -of observations with this tasrument are 
giv&v by th© author, for the latitude of «k pier about 


80 feet north of the Harvard-college observatory. 
The value obtained by averaging these is 0.7" less 
than given by Professor Peirce in his discussion of 
the prime vertical transit observations taken by the 
Messrs. Bond, and adopted as the standard value of 
the latitude of the observatory. The ^author con¬ 
cludes that Professor Peirce’s value is too large by 
fully three-quarters of a second. By way of proof 
the author gives a series of observations on the five 
stars used by Professor Peirce. These are compared 
with* those of Auwers and Boss, and the correction of 
the hitherto accepted value of the latitude now indi¬ 
cated by the almacantar is thereby confirmed. 

The clock errors of two nights selected at random, 
as given by the almacantar, were exhibited by the 
author. The results both in dime and latitude would 
be considered satisfactory with an ordinary Instru¬ 
ment of two or three times the size. The almacan¬ 
tar can be made much larger than the one under 
trial, certainly of five or six inches aperture, with cor¬ 
responding increase of precision along with greater 
optical power. Its mechanical construction Is simple, 
and reduces the sources of error. Thus in the older 
instruments there are Involved: 1°. The accurate 
construction of parts, as of pivots, level, graduated 
circles. 2°. Fixity of mounting, to avoid a shifting 
of the instrumental plane. 8°. Rigidity of the in¬ 
strument itself, to secure constancy of collimation 
and flexure. In the almacantar only the last condi¬ 
tion has to be satisfied, and It is by far the easiest of 
the three to be attained mechanically. 

The author regards the principle of flotation 
adopted as being as delicate an indication of the di¬ 
rection of gravity as is obtained by the spirit-level. 

The almacantar gives promise of a new instrument¬ 
al resource in the higher practical astronomy. It is 
competent to deal with the most delicate problems. 
It will evade some of the minute sources of error 
that still clln^to meridian instruments. Especially, 
it furnishes-dt method for obviating difficulties, 
hitherto regarded as almost Insuperable, connected 
with flexure and refraction, in observations with the 
meridian circle. 

Internal oontaots in transits of the inferior 
planets. 

BY J. XL EASTMAN, OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

The author began by reviewing the different values 
obtained in observing transits of Venus, and by com¬ 
putations thereon since 1781. Eventually it became 
certain that the differences of these values depended 
chiefly upon the computer’s Interpretation of the 
observer’s record. The phenomenon known as the 
* black drop ’ began to be considered as an element 
in the calculation. Stone regarded It as a necessary 
phenomenon. He gave an explanation of its origin, 
and stated that the moment when a dark ligament 
appears to connect the apparent limbs of the sun and 
Venus Is the time of real internal contact. The 
second phase, When the limbs of Venus and the sun 
appear In contact, Stone says, is * the apparent in- 
temsl contact,’ 
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In 1876 M. Andr6, the astronomer in charge of the 
French expedition to Noumea, in 1874, announced 
that “the bridge, black ligament, or black drop, as 
it is variously called, is a necessary phenomenon.under 
certain circumstances, and not merely accidental.” 
He noticed, however, that “it is always possible to 
get rid of the ligament, and reduce the phenomenon 
to geometrical constants, either (a) by reducing suf¬ 
ficiently the intensity of the source of light, or aug¬ 
menting the absorbing power of the dark glass 
employed; or (6) by covering the object-glass with a 
dark diaphragm composed of rings alternately full 
and empty, all very thin, and bearing a certain pro¬ 
portion to the focal length of the lens.” 

These results and opinions of M. Andrd were not 
generally known at the time of the transit of Mercury 
in 1878; although his theories were confirmed by his 
observations at Utah at that date, the results being 
published by him in 1881. The black drop was seen 
and recognized in 1878 by many observers of Mer¬ 
cury ; some evidently regarding their success in find- 
ing It os a proof of accuracy of observation, others 
apologizing for failing to perceive the phenomenon. 

The author of this paper regards It as noteworthy, 
that every observer, so far as ascertained, who got, 
by means of shade-glasses, the best definition of the 
sun’s limbs, with an illumination less than the eye 
could easily bear, did not see any trace of the black 
drop. Before seeing any account of M. Audrd’a ex¬ 
periments, and having given little attention to his 
deductions announced by Father Perry, the author 
became Independently convinced, after observation 
< of the transit of Mercury in 3878, that the theory of 
a necessary black drop was fallacious. 

While, lu 1874, many American observers perceived 
the black drop, none appear to have seen it, among 
the eight American parties organized by the transit- 
of-Venus commission of 1882. 

The paper winds up with an account of the ob¬ 
servations of contact at the translt-of-Venus station 
at Cedar Keys, Fla., last December. The observa¬ 
tion of first contact was prevented by a cloud covering 
a part of the sun’s disk. On the disappearance of 
the cloud, the illumination was reduced by a sliding 
shade-glass, till easily endured by the eye. The defi¬ 
nition of the sun’s limb was perfect. When haze 
or cirri interfered, a less density of shade-glass was 
permitted; the steadiness and definition of the limb 
remaining, and that of Venus being ‘all that could 
be desired,’ with n 6 modification, at the edge of the 
disk, of ils dense black color. 

Before the second contact, the entire disk of Venus 
was visible for several minutes. The portion beyond 
the sun’s disk was bordered by a narrow line of light 
much less bright than the limb of the sun, and of a 
lighter tint. About one minute before contact, the 
apparent motion of the cusps of the sun, as they closed 
around the planet, noticeably increased, although the 
movement was perfectly steady. The cusps swept 
around the planet in a line of sunlight of the same 
tint as adjacent parts of the sun. This line was as 
narrow as could be seen with the power used, — 2Ifl 
diameters, —* and was free from tremors or pulsations* 


There was no agitation lu the limb of either body 
near the point of contact, no trace of black drop, 
ligament, or band, no change of tint or color on the 
limb of Venus, and no indication of any clinging of 
tlie limbs. The contact was as easily, and iterh&ps 
as accurately, observed as the transit of a star within 
8° of the pole, under the best conditions. The un¬ 
certainty of noting the time of the visible contact 
could not have been greater than three-tenths of a 
second.'' The phenomena at the third contact were 
similar to those at the second, but, of course, lu a 
reversed order. 

In conclusion, the author urges his belief, founded 
upon his own experience as well as on study of the 
work of other observers, that, with a properly arranged 
telescope and shade-glass, no observer need have 
trouble from any phase of the ‘black drop.’ To 
attain this end satisfactorily, the observer of contacts 
must have no other purpose lu view than such ob¬ 
servation. Tlie study of any branch of solar physics, 
or searching for some new thing, may, and probably 
will, detract from the accuracy of his work, which 
should be confined to obtaining the record of a good 
definition of the sun’s limb, as a reference-point In 
the passage of the limb of the planet. 

An improved method of produoing a dark-field 
illumination of lines ruled upon glass. 

BY PROF, W. A. ROGERS OF CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

By repeated and careful tests the author found that 
by letting the light, which is held at an angle of 46°, 
Into the telescope, and then splitting the rays by 
means of two opposite mirrors, throwing them on the 
horizontal line, an almost perfect light is secured. 
Thereby it becomes practicable to see with distinct¬ 
ness stars of the smaller magnitudes upon a dark field. 

Other astronomers present expressed a preference 
for the use of red light. Professor Kogers claimed 
that his method was better for minute observation. 

Physical - phenomena on the planet Jupiter. 

BY O, W, HOUGH OF CHICAGO, ILL. 

The rapid motion of revolution of the planet, by 
changing the positions of the markings on the surface 
to our line of sight, makes great apparent differences 
In tbelr shapes and sizes. This has perhaps been Urn 
occasion of reports of sudden and great changes upon 
the surface. The changes Are not sudden, but are 
gradual; and Hiany of the features are permanent. 
Minor change* are constantly In progress in the 
equatorial belts. The author recently observed the 
belt drifting down toward the red spot; but although 
it partly surrounded it, they did not coalesce, and the 
spot forced *, seal lop into the belt, —a very curious 
phenomenon,. The author saw a satellite pass over 
this rod spefc, though the satellites are not visible 
when on the white part of the disk. He had also had 
a chance to^ompare shadows of satellites on the disk 
and on the spot, and both are dark. The red spot 
has ammltfly retrogaded during the paat four years; 
that is to fay, the rotation of Jupiter has seemingly 
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Increased from 9 h. 55 ro. 33 s., to 9 h. 55 to, 38 b. 
The future observer should attend more carefully to 
what he sees, and theorize afterward. 

French observation* on the solar eclipse of 
May 6, 1883. 

BY PR. J. .TA.NSi.SEN OF PARIS, FRANC®. 

A letter from the French astronomer Dr. Jan¬ 
ssen, who passed through this country on Ids return 
from an eclipse expedition, was addressed by him for 
the use of the association to Professor Eastman, who 
translated It, and read the translation in Section A. 
It was thus entered as one of the papers. Dr. Jan¬ 
ssen says,— 

“ The principal object of the observations was the 
study of the dark rays in the corona. The visibility 
of these rays depends more on the light-power of the 
instrument than upon the perfection of the images. 
At first the ordinary brilliant rays which the corona 
presents were recognized; but what was new, and 
more complete than ever expected, was that the back¬ 
ground of the coronal spectrum presented the Fraun¬ 
hofer’s spectrum. All the dark rays were theoretically 
visible. Phenomena were observed, which indicated 
that there were some portions of the corona which 
reflected, much more abundantly than others, the 
light emanating from the solar sphere: this would 
Indicate the existence of cosmic matter circulating 
around the sun. The rings of RUplghl were not 
found arranged symmetrically around the sun. The 
light of the corona was strongly and radially polarized. 
All these things were associated with the problem of 
circumsolar cosmic matter. The observations went 
to show that no important intra-mercurial planet 
exists.” 

Some hitherto undeveloped properties of 
squares. 

BY O. 8. WESTOOTT OF CHICAGO, ILL. 

The paper began by ascribing due credit to a 
method for obtaining squares anu square roots, de¬ 
scribed by Samuel Emerson in 1805. The principles 
and details of that rfiethod were buefly summarized. 
Mr. Westcott then stated the general principles of his 
own method, which is very expeiitious. He first 
shows that the tens and units figuVes of all perfect 
squares of numbers, from 26 to 49 inclusive, are the 
same as the tens and units figures ofi perfect squares 
of numbers from 24 to 1 Inclusive. IA table is pre¬ 
sented as follows: \ 

(24)* - 576, add 100, « 076 =\(20) a 
(38)* = 529, add 200, = 729 4(27)* 

(22>* = 484, add 300, ~ 784 ~f28) 3 
and so on, to \ 

(1)9 = 1 , add 2400, ~ 2401 = (W 

To determine the square of any nuiVber between 
35 and 50, find the corresponding numfer below 25, 
and augment its Square by the number hf hundreds 
indicated by Its remoteness from 25. Oi more con¬ 
veniently, take the excess above 25 as hundreds, and 


augment by the square of what the number lacks of 
50. 

Thus: (43)* = {43 - 25). 100+ (50 - 43)* 

= 1800 + 49 = 1849 

Conversely: To obtain the square root of 1764. 
The root is plainly between 25 and 50. The tens and 
xmits figures indicate 8. Therefore the square root 
of 1764 is 50-8 = 42. 

It is further observable, that the tens and units fig¬ 
ures of perfect squares of numbers from 51 to 90 in¬ 
clusive, are the same as the tens and units figures of 
the squares of numbers from 40 to 1 inclusive. Since 
4 x any number of hundreds + 25. 60, or 75, gives an 
exact number of hundreds, 1$ follows that the tens 
and units figures of the squares of numbers less than 
25 represent all the possible combinations of figures 
in those orders of units for all square numbers. The 
terminations of all porfcct square numbers are 22 in 
all: viz., 00, 01, 64, 09, 10. 21, 24, 25, 29, 36, 41, 44, 
49, 50, 61, 64, 69, 70, 81, 84, 89, 90. 

The following rule is then deduced: To square any 
number from 00 to 100, take twice tho excess above 
50 as hundreds, and augment by tho square of what 
the number lacks of 100. 

Thus: (80)2 = 200(89 — 50) + (100-89)* 

“ 7800 + 121 = 7921 

Conversely, ; The root is plainly between 50 

and 60 ; the tens and units figures indicate 7 ; there¬ 
fore ^3249 = 50 + 7 = 57. 

For greater convenience It Is noted, that in such a 
case as V7921 the root is 50 4- 39 or 100 —11, and it is 
easier to use the latter form. That is, if the root 
is In the fourth quarter of the hundred, subtract the 
number indicated by tho tens and units from 100, and 
the difference is the root. Thus ™ 166 — 9 = 
91. 

To squarely number from 100 to 200, take four 
times the excess above 100 as hundreds, and augment 
by the square of what the number lacks of 200. 

To square any number from 125 to 250, take one- 
half the excess above 125 as thousands, and augment 
by what the number lacks of 250. 

By a series of steps of this character, the author 
gives methods for squaring higher numbers, and con¬ 
versely for obtaining their square roots. A choice of 
methods is also Indicated. The facility which was 
obtained by such means was deftly Illustrated on the 
blackboard by the author, who in a few seconds, per¬ 
formed such exploits as raising 5 to the 10th power, 
and then showed in detail the processes which he had 
mentally executed. The paper sets forth the reason 
for each rule, deducing It from the usual binomial 
theorem, with almost obvious simplicity. 

The demonstratiqns were received by the section 
with hearty applause. In response to an inquiry, Mr. 
Westcott stated, that he had been very successful in 
teaching this method in classes, about a tenth of his 
pupils becoming rapid experts in the methods of 
solution, ^which were especially useful in handling 
quadratic equations, and determining at a glance 
whether a given number is or is not a perfect square. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION B. — PHYSICS, 


ADDRESS OF IL A . ROWLAND OF BAL¬ 
TIMORE, MD. y VICE-PRESIDENT OF 
SECTION B y AUG . 15 , 1SS8. 


A PLEA FOR PURE SCIENCE. 1 

The question is sometimes asked us as to the time 
of year we like the best. To my mind, the spring Is 
the most delightful; for nature then recovers from 
the apathy of winter, and stirs herself to renewed 
life. The leaves grow, and the buds open, with a 
suggestion of vigor delightful to behold; and we 
revel in this ever-renewed life of nature. But this 
cannot always last. The leaves reach their limit; 
the buds open to the full, and pass away. Then we 
begiu to ask ourselves whether all this display has 
been in vain, or whether it has led to a bountiful 
harvest. 

So this magnificent country of ours has rivalled the 
vigor of spring in its growth. Forests have been 
levelled, and cities built, and a large and powerful 
nation has been created on the face of the earth. 
We are proud of our advancement. We are proud of 
such cities as this, founded in a day upon a spot over 
which, but a few years since, the red man hunted the 
buffalo. But we must remember that this is only the 
spring of our country. Our glance must not bo back¬ 
ward ; for however beautiful leaves and blossoms are, 
and however marvellous their rapid increase, they are 
but leaves and blossoms after all. Rather should we 
look forward to discover what will be the outcome of 
all this, and what the chance of harvest. For if we 
do this in time, we may discover the worm which 
threatens the ripe fruit, or the barren spot where the 
harvest is withering for want of water. 

I am required to address the so-called physical 
section of this association. Fain would I spo&k pleas¬ 
ant words to you on this subject; fain would I re¬ 
count to you the progress made in this subject by my 
countrymen, and their noble efforts to understand 
the order of the universe. But I go out to gather 
the grain ripe to the harvest, and I find only tares. 
Ilere and there a noble head of grain rises above the 
weeds; but so few are they, that I find the majority 
of my countrymen know them not, but think that 
they have a waving harvest, while it is only one of 
weeds after all. American science is a thing of the 
future, and not of the present or past; and the prop¬ 
er course of one in my position is to consider what 
must be done to create a science of physics in this 
country, rather than to call telegraphs, electric lights, 
and such conveniences, by the name of science, I do 
not wish to underrate the value, of alt these things: 
the progress of the world depends on them, and he is 
to be honored who cultivates them successfully. So 
also the cook who invents a new and palatable dish 
for the table benefits the world to a certain de- 

1 In using the word * advnoe,' I rofltr to physical •clenoe, hh I 
know nothing of natural icitmco. Probably my remarks.will, 
bowover, apply to both, but I do not know. 


gree; yet we do not dignify him by the name of a 
chemist. And yet it is not an uncommon thing, 
especially in American newspapers, to have the ap¬ 
plications of science confounded with pure science; 
and some obscure American who steals the ideas of 
some groat mind of the past, and enriches himself 
by the application of the same to domestic uses, is 
often lauded above the great originator of the idea, 
who might have worked out hundreds of such appli¬ 
cations, had his mind possessed the necessary ele¬ 
ment of vulgarity. 1 have often been asked, which 
Was the more important to the world, pure or applied 
science. To have the applications of a science, the 
science itself must, exist. Should we stop its prog¬ 
ress, ami attend only to its applications, wc should 
soon degenerate into a people like the Chinese, who 
have made no progress for generations, because they 
have been satisfied with the applications of science, 
and have never sought for reasons in what they have 
done. The reasons constitute pure science. They 
have known the application of gunpowder for cen¬ 
turies; and yet the reasons for its peculiar action, if 
sought in the pro|>er manner, would have developed 
the science of chemistry, and even of physics, with 
all their numerous applications. By contenting them¬ 
selves with the fact that gunpowder will explode, 
and seeking no farther, they have fallen behind in 
the progress of the world; and we now regard this 
oldest and most numerous of nations as only bar¬ 
barians. And yet our own country is in this same 
state. But we have done better; for we have taken 
the science of the old world, and applied it to all our 
uses, accepting it Hka the rain of heaven, without 
asking whence it came, or even acknowledging the 
debt of gratitude we owe to the great and unselfish 
workers who have given it to us. And, like the rain 
of heaven, this' pure science has fallen upon our 
country, and made it great and rich and strong. 

To a civilized nation of the present day, the appli¬ 
cations of science are a necessity; and our country 
has hitherto succeeded in this line, only for the reason 
that there are pertain countries in the world where 
pure science has been and is cultivated, and where 
the study of nature is considered a noble pursuit. 
But such countries are rare, and those who wish to 
pursue pure science in our own country must be 
prepared to faos public opinion in a manner which 
requires much jooraT courage. They must be prepared 
to be looked dtwn upon by every successful inventor 
whose shallopmind imagines that the only pursuit of 
mankind is wealth, and that he who obtains moat has 
best ducceedWi in this world. Everybody can com¬ 
prehend a million of money; hut how few can com¬ 
prehend any advance in scientific theory, especially 
in its more/abstruse portions! And this, I believe, 
is one of tl# causes of the small number of persons 
who have fever devoted themselves to work of the 
higher order in any human pursuit* Han is a grega¬ 
rious auinil, and depends very hutch, for his happi¬ 
ness, on t|e sympathy of those around him; and it Is 
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rare to find one with the courage to pursue his own 
ideals In spite of his surroundings. In times past, men 
were more isolated than at present, and each came in 
contact with a fewer number of people. Hence that 
time constitutes the period when the great sculptures, 
paintings, and poems were produced. Each man’s 
mind was comparatively free to follow its own ideals, 
and the results were the great and unique works of 
the ancient masters. To-day the railroad and the 
telegraph, the hooks and newspapers, have united 
each individual man with the rest of the world: in¬ 
stead of his mind being an Individual, a thing apart 
by itself, and unique, it has become so influenced by 
the outer world, and so dependent upon it, that it 
has lost its originality to a great extent, The man 
who in times past would naturally have been in the 
lowest depths of poverty, mentally and physically, 
to-day measures tape behind a counter, and with 
lordly air advises the naturally born genius how he 
may best bring his outward appearance down to a 
level with his own. A new idea he never like!, but 
he can at least cover his mental nakedness with ideas 
imbibed from others. So the genius of the past soon 
perceives that his higher ideas are too high to be 
appreciated by the world: his mind is clipped down 
to the standard form; every natural offshoot upwards 
is repressed, until the man is no higher than his fel¬ 
lows. Hence the world, through the abundance of 
Us Intercourse, is reduced to a level. What was 
formerly a grand and magnificent landscape, with 
mountains ascending above the clouds, and depths 
whose gloom we cannot now appreciate, has become 
serene and peaceful. The depths have been filled, 
and the heights levelled, and the wavy harvests and 
smoky factories cover the landscape. 

As far as the average man i4 concerned, the change 
is for the better. The average life of man is far 
pleasanter, and his mental condition better, than be¬ 
fore. Hut we miss the vigor imparted by the moun¬ 
tains. We are tired of mediocrity, the curse of our 
country. We are tired of Beeiu^ our artists reduced 
to hirelings, ami imploring congress to protect them 
against foreign competition. Wdare tired of seeing 
our countrymen take their sclent from abroad and 
boast that they here convert It ink) wealth. We are 
tired of seeing our professors degrading their chairs 
by the pursuit of applied science instead of pure 
science; or sitting inactive while\tho whole world 
Is open to investigation; lingering by the way Bide 
while the problem of the universe remains unsolved. 
We Wish for something higher and nobler in this 
country of mediocrity, for a mountain to relieve the 
landscape of its monotony. We are surrounded with 
mysteries, and have been created withWnds to enjoy 
and reason to aid in the unfolding of Aich mysteries. 
Nature calls to us to study her, and olr better feel¬ 
ings urge us in the same direction. I 

For generations there Have been somafew students 
of science who have esteemed the study M nature the 
most noble of pursuits. Some have bleu wealthy, 
and some poor; but they have all toad me thing in 
eonkmott, — the love of nature and its lawl To these 
few men tty world owes alt the progressldue to ap¬ 


plied science, and yet very few ever received any 
payment in this world for their labors. 

Faraday, the great discoverer of the principle on 
which all machines for electric lighting, electric rail¬ 
ways, and the transmission of power, must rest, died 
a poor man, although others and the whole world 
have been enriched by his discoveries. And such 
must be the fate of the followers in his footsteps for 
some time to come. 

But there will be those In the future who will study 
nature from pure love, and for them higher prises 
than any yet obtained are waiting. We have but 
yet commenced our pursuit of science, and stand 
upon the threshold wondering what there Is within. 
We explain the motion of the planet by the law of 
gravitation; but who will explain how two bodies, 
millions of miles apart,, tend to go toward each other 
with a certain force P 

We now weigh and measure electricity and electric 
currents with as much ease a» ordinary matter, yet 
have we made any approach to an explanation of the 
phenomenon of electricity? Light is an uudulatory 
motion, and yet do we know what It is that undu¬ 
lates ? Heat is motion, yet do we know what it is 
that moves ? Ordinary matter is a common sub¬ 
stance, and yet who shall fathom the -mystery of its 
internal constitution P 

There is room for all in the work, and the race has 
but commenced. The problems are not to be solved 
In a moment, but need the best work of the beat 
minds, for an indefinite time. 

Shall our country be contented to stand by, while 
other countries lead in the race P Shall we always 
grovel in the dust, and pick up the crumbs which 
fall from the rich man’s table, considering ourselves 
richer than he because we have more crumbs, while 
we forget that he has the cake, which is the source of 
all crumbs ? Shall we be swine, to whom the corn and 
husks are of ^ore value than the pearls? If I read 
aright the signs of the times, 1 think we shall not 
always be contented with our inferior position. 
From looking down we have almost become bllud, 
but may recover. In a new country, the necessities 
of life must be attended to first. The curse of Adam 
is upon us all, and we must earn our bread. 

But It Is the mission of applied science to render 
this easier for the whole world. There is a story 
which I once read, which will illustrate the true posi¬ 
tion of applied science in the world, A boy, more 
fond of reading than of work, was employed, in the 
early days of the steam-engine, to turn the valve at 
every stroke. Necessity was the mother of invention 
in his case: his reading was disturbed by his work, 
and he soon discovered that he might become free 
from his work by so tying the vajve to some mow* 
able portion of the engine, as to make it move its 
own valve. So I consider that the true pursuit of 
mankind Is intellectual. The scientific study of na¬ 
ture in all its branches, of mathematics, of mankind 
In its past and present, the pursuit of art, and the 
cultivation of all that is great and noble in the world, 
— these ate the highest occupation of mankind. Com* 
mere*, the applications of science, the accumulation 
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of wen 1th, arc necessities which are a curse to those 
with high ideals, lmt a blessing to that portion of the 
world which has neither the ability nor the taste for 
higher pursuits. 

As the applications of science multiply, living be¬ 
come* ca-ier, the wealth necessary for the purchase 
of apparatus can b< tter he obtained, and the pursuit 
of other things beside the necessities of life becomes 
possible. 

But the moral qualities must also he cultivated in 
proportion to the wealth of the country, before much 
can be done in pure science, The successful sculptor 
or painter naturally attains to wealth through the le¬ 
gitimate work of Iris profession. The novelist, the 
poet, the mu debut, all have wealth before them as 
the end of aMtcce^ful career. But the scientist and 
the mathematician have no such incentive to work: 
they must earn their living l»y other pursuits, usually 
teaching, and only devote their surplus time to the 
true pursuit of their science. And frequently, by the 
small salary which they receive, by the lack of in¬ 
strumental ami literary facilities, by the mental 
atmosphere In which they cxUt, and, most of all, by 
their low ideal* of life, they ate led to devote their 
surplus time to applied science or to other means of 
lncreu-ing their fortune. How shall we, then, honor 
the few, the very few, who, in spite of all difficulties, 
have kept their eyes fixed on the goal, and have stead¬ 
ily worked for puie*eience, giving to the world a most 
precious donation, which has borne fruit in onr 
greater knowledge of the universe and In the applica¬ 
tions to our physical life which have enriched thou¬ 
sands and benefited each one of us? There are also 
tlmse who have every facility for the pursuit of science, 
who have an ample salary and every appliance for 
work, yet who devote themselves to commercial work, 
to testifying in courts of law, and to any other work to 
increase their present large income. Such men would 
be respectable If they gave up the name of professor, 
and took that of consulting chemists or physicists. 
And such men are needed in the community. But 
for a man to occupy the professor’s chair in a promi¬ 
nent college, and, by his energy and ability in the 
commercial applications of his science, stand before 
the local community in a prominent manner, and bo- 
come t he newspaper exponent of his science, is a dis¬ 
grace both to him ami Ids college. It Is the death¬ 
blow to science in that region. Call him by bis proper 
name, ami he becomes at once a useful member of the 
community. Tut in Ids place a man who shall by 
precept and example cultivate Ids science, and how 
different is the result! Young men, looking forward 
into the world for something to do, see before them 
this high and noble life, and they see that there is 
something more honorable than the accumulation of 
wealth. They are thus led to devote their lives to 
similar pursuits, and (hey honor the professor who has 
drawn them to something higher than they might 
otherwise have aspired to reach. 

I do not wi*U to be misunderstood in this matter. 
It h no disgrace to make money by an Invention, or 
otherwise, or to do commercial scientific work under 
some circumstances. But let pure science be the'aim 


of those in the chairs of professors, and so prominently 
the aim that there can he no mistake. If our aim in 
life Is weajth, let us h<me*lly engage hi commercial 
pursuits, and compete with ottiers for its pnssestdon. 
But if we choose ft life which we consider higher, let 
us live up to it. taking wealth or poverty as it may 
chance to come to uh, but letting neither turn us 
aside from our pursuit. 

The w n rk °f teaching may absorb the energies of 
many; and, indeed, this is the excuse given by most 
fur nut doing any scientific work. But there is an old 
saying,, that where there is a will there is a way. Few 
professors do a* much teaching or lecturing as the 
German professors, who are also noted for their elab¬ 
orate papers In the scientific journals. I myself 
have been burdened down with wink, ftml know what 
it Is; and yet I here assert that all ran find time for 
scientific research if they desire It, But here, again, 
that curse of our country, mediocrity, is upon us. 
Our colleges and universities seldom call for first-class 
men of reputation, and I have even heard the trustee 
of a well-known college assert that no professor should 
engage In research because of the time wasted! I was 
glad to see, soon after, by the call of a prominent scien¬ 
tist to that college, that the majority of the trustees 
did not agree w ith him. 

That teaching is important, goes without saying. A 
successful teacher is to be respected; but if he does 
not lead his scholars to that which is highest, is he not 
blameworthy ? We are, tl>«n, to look to the colleges 
and universities of the land for most of the work in 
pur© science which is done. Let us therefore exam¬ 
ine these latter, and see what the prospect Is. 

One, whom perhaps we may here style a practical 
follower of liuskin, has stated that while in this 
country he was variously designated by the title of 
captain, colonel, and professor. The story may or 
may not be true, but we all know enough of tbe cus¬ 
toms of our countrymen not to dispute it on general 
principles. AI1 men are born equal: some men are 
captains, colonels, and professors, and therefore all 
men are such. The logic is conclusive; and the same 
kind of logic seejns to have been applied to our 
schools, colleges, M universities. I have before me 
the report of the commissioner of education for 1880. 
According to that report, there were 88*),* or say, In 
round numbers, 400 institutions, calling themselves 
colleges or universities, in our country! We may 
well exclaim list ours Is a great country, having 
more than the yhole world beside. The fact is suf¬ 
ficient The Whole earth would hardly support such 
a number of Arst-class Institutions. The curse of 
mediocrity iqiiit he upon them, to swarm In such 
numbers. Tf ey must be a cloud of mosquitoes, in¬ 
stead of eagles a* they profess. And this becomes 
evident on ftrtber analysis, About one-third aspire 
to the name 1 of university; and I note one called by 
that name #leh ha* two professors and 18 students, 
and anothW having three teachers and 12 students! 
And these instances are not unique, for the number 
of small isstituMons and schools which cal] them¬ 
selves unlJewKtes is very great. It is difficult to 
( l 8d4 reported on, and 26 not reported. 
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decide from the statistics alone the exact standing 
of these institutions, The extremes are easy to man¬ 
age, Who can doubt that an institution with over 
800 students, and a faculty of 70, is of a higher grade 
than those above cited having 10 or 20 students and 
two or three in the faculty ? Yet this is not always 
true; for I note one institution with over 500 students 
which is known to me personally as of the grade of 
a high school. The statistics are more or less defec¬ 
tive, and it would much weaken the force of my 
remarks ff I went too much into detail I append 
the following tables, however, of 830 so-called col¬ 
leges and universities: — 

218 had from 0 to 100 students. 

88 “ “ 100 “ 200 “ 

12 “ “ 200 “ 300 “ 

6 «* “ 300 44 500 “ 

6 over 500 

Of 322 so-called colleges and universities: — 

206 had 0 to 10 In the faculty. 

09 “ 30 •* 20 u “ 

17 « 20 or over " « 

If the statislics were forthcoming, — and possibly 
they may exist, — we might also get an idea of the 
standing of these institutions and their approach to 
the true university idea, by the average age of the 
scholars. Possibly also the ratio of number of schol¬ 
ars to teachers might be of some help. All these meth¬ 
ods give an approximation to the present standing 
of the institutions. But there is another met hod of 
attacking the problem, which U very exact, but it only 
gives us the po*MlbiWiett of will oil the Institution is 
capable. I refer to the wealth Of the institution. In 
estimating the wealth. I have nit, Included the value 
of grounds and buildings, for this is of little Impor¬ 
tance, either to the present or fu\ure standing of the 
institution. As good work can b^ done in a hovel as 
in a palace. 1 have taken the productive funds of 
the institution as the basis of estimate, 1 find: — 

234 have below $500,000. \ 

8 ** between $300,000 and $1,000,000. 

8 « over $1,000,000. \ 

There Is no fact more firmly established, all over the 
world, than that the higher educatiui can never be 
made to pay for itself. Usually the c&t to a college, 
of educating a young man, very much exceed* what 
he pays for it, and Is often three <>nfour times as 
much, Tim higher tlie education, tht greater this 
proportion Mill be; and a university o\ the highest 
cla*» should anticipate only a small accession to its 
income from the fees of students. Hatce the test 
I have applied mud give a true representation of 
the possibilities in every case, According to the fig¬ 
ures, only 10 colleges and universities luge $500,000 
or over of invested funds, amt only one-hitf of these 
, have $1,000,000 and over* Now, even tbelatter sum 


is a very small endowment for a college; and to call 
any institution a university which has less than 
$1,000,000, Is to render it absurd in the face of the 
world. And yet more than 100 of our inntitutions, 
many of them very respectable colleges, have abused 
the word 1 university* in lids manner. It is to be 
hoped that tbe endowment of the more respectable 
of these institutions may be Increased, as many of 
them deserve it; and their unfortunate appellation 
has probably been repented of long since. 

But what shall we think of a community that gives 
the charter of a university to an Institution with a 
total of $20,000 endowment, two so-called professors, 
and 18 students! or another with three professors, 
12 students, and a total of $27,(XX) endowment, mostly 
invested in buildings! Aud yet there are very many 
similar institutions; there being 16 with three pro¬ 
fessors or less, and very many indeed with only four 
or five. 

Such facts as these could only exist In a democratic 
country, where pride is taken In reducing every thing 
to a level. And I may also say, that it can only exist 
in the early days of «uch a democracy; for an Intelli- 
gent public wilt soon perceive that calling a thing by 
a wrong name does not change its character, and 
that truth, above all things, should be taught to the 
youth of the nation. 

It may be urged, that all these institutions are 
doing good work in education; and that many young 
men are thus taught, who could not afford to go to a 
true college or university. But I do not object to the 
education,—though I have no doubt an investiga¬ 
tion would disclose equal absurdities here, — for It is 
aside from my object. But I do object to lowering the 
ideals of the youth of the country. Let them know 
that they are attending a school, and not a university; 
and let them know that above them comes the college, 
and above ttyit the university. Let them be taught 
that they are (fctly half-educated, and that there are 
persons in the world by who-e tide they are hut 
atoms. In other words, let them be taught the truth. 

It may be that some small limitations are of high 
grade, especially tho*e which are new; but who can 
doubt that more than two-third* of our institutions 
calling themselves colleges and universities are un¬ 
worthy ot the name? Each one of thc-m ins;buttons 
has so-Called professor*, but it L evident that they can 
be only of the grade of teacher-*. Why should they not 
be so culled? Tim position of teacher is att honored 
one, but Is not made more honorable by the assump¬ 
tion of a false title. Furibmnmre, the multiplication 
of the title, and the ease wl;h which it can bu obtained, 
render it scarcely worth striving fur. When the man 
of energy, ability. *» I perliap- genius is rewarded by 
tbe same title and emolument* as the commonplace 
man with the modicum of knowledge, who takes to 
teaching, not because of any aptitude for his work, 
but possibly because he has not the energy to com¬ 
pete with his fellow-men In business then f say one 
of the Inducements for fi^t-class men to become 
professors *ts gone. 

When work an I ability are require*! for the position, 
and when the professor is expected to keep up with 
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the progress of his subject, and to do all in his power 
to advance it, and when he is selected for these rea- 
sons, then the position will be worth working for, 
and the successful competitor will be honored accord* 
ingly. The ohivalrio spirit which prompted Faraday 
to devote his life to the study of nature may actuate 
a few noble men to give their life to scientific* work; 
but, if we wish to cultivate this highest class of men 
in science, we must open a career for them worthy of 
their efforts. 

Jenny Lind, with her beautiful voice, would have 
cultivated it to some extent in her native village; 
yet who would expect her to travel over the world, 
and give concerts for nothing P and how would she 
have been able to do so If she had wished ? And so 
the scientific man, whatever his natural talents, must 
have instruments and a library, and a suitable and 
respectable salary to live upon, before he is able to 
exert himself to his full capacity. This is true of 
advance In all the higher departments of human 
learning, and yet something more is necessary. It Is 
not those in this country who receive the largest 
salary, and have positions in the richest colleges, who 
have advanced their subject the most: tnen receiving 
the highest salaries, and occupying the professor’s 
chair, are to-day doing absolutely nothing in pure 
science, but are striving by the commercial applica¬ 
tions of their science to increase their already large 
salary. Such pursuits, as I have said before, are 
honorable in their proper place; but the duty of a 
professor is to advance his science, and to set an ex¬ 
ample of pure and true devotion to it which shall 
demonstrate to his students and the world that there 
is something high and noble worth living for. Money¬ 
changers are often respectable men, and yet they 
were once severely rebuked for carrying on their trade 
in the court of the temple. 

Wealth does not constitute a university, buildings 
do not: it is the men who constitute Us faculty, 
and the students who learn from them. It is the 
last and highest step which the mere student takes. 
He goes forth into the world, and the height to which 
he rises has been influenced by, the ideals which 
he has consciously or unconsciously imbibed in his 
university. If the professors under whom he ha? 
studied have been high in their profession, and have 
themselves had high Ideals; if they have considered 
the advance of their particular subject their highest 
work In life, and are themselves honored for their in¬ 
tellect throughout the world, — the student is drawn 
toward that which is highest, and ever after la 
life has high ideals. But If the student is taught 
by what are sometimes called good teachers, and 
teachers only, who know little more than the student, 
and who are often surpassed and even despised by 
him, no one can doubt the lowered tone of his mind. 
He finds that by his feeble efforts he can surpass 
one to whom a university has given its highest honor; 
and he begins to think that he himself is a bom 
genius, and the Incentive to work Is gone. Ho is 
great by the side of the molehill, and does not know 
any mountain to compare himself with. ' * 

A -University should not only have great men in its 


faculty, but have numerous minor professors and 
assistants of all kinds, and should encourage the 
highest work, if for no other reason than to encour¬ 
age the student to his highest efforts. 

But, assuming that the professor has high Ideals, 
wealth such as only a large and high university can 
command is necessary to allow him the fullest devel¬ 
opment. 

And Shis is specially so In our science of physics. 
In the early days of physics and chemistry, many of 
the fundamental experiments could be performed 
with the simplest apparatus, And so we often find 
the names of Wollaston and Faraday mentioned as 
needing scarcely any thing for their researches. 
Much can even now be done with the simplest appar¬ 
atus; and nobody, except the utterly incompetent, 
need stop for want of it. But the fact remains, that 
one can only be free to investigate in all departments 
of chemistry and physics, when he not only has a 
complete laboratory at his command, hut a friend to 
draw on for the expenses of each experiment. That 
simplest of the departments of physics, namely, 
astronomy, has now reached such perfection that no¬ 
body can expect to do much more in it without a 
perfectly equipped observatory; and even this would 
be useless without an income sufficient to employ a 
corps of assistants to make the observations and com¬ 
putations. But even in this simplest of physical 
subjects, there is great misunderstanding. Our coun¬ 
try has very many excellent observatories: and yet 
little work is done in comparison, because no provis¬ 
ion has been made for maintaining the work of the 
observatory; and the wealth which, if concentrated, 
might have made one effective observatory which 
would prove a benefit to astronomical science, when 
scattered among a half-dozen, merely furnishes tele¬ 
scopes for the people In the surrounding region to 
view the moon with. And here I strike the keynote 
of at least one need of our country, If she would 
stand well in science; and the following item which 
I clip from a newspaper will illustrate the matter 

“The eccentric did Canadian, Arunah Huntington, 
who left $200,000 to be divided among the public 
schools of Vermont, has done something which will 
be of little practical value to the schools. Each dis¬ 
trict will be'enticed to the insignificant sum of $10, 
which will not advance much the cause of educa¬ 
tion.” f 

Nobody will dispute the folly of such a bequest, or 
the folly of filling the country with telescopes to look 
at the moon, ahd calling them observatories. How 
much better to concentrate the wealth into a few 
parcels, and dake first-class observatories and Insti¬ 
tutions with il 

Is it posslhfe that any of our four hundred colleges 
and universities have love enough of learning to 
unite with #ch other and form larger institutions? 
fs it posslbU that any have such a Jove of truth that 
they are Wiling to be called by their right name? 

I fear notjf for the spirit of expectation, which is 
analogous p the spirit of gambling, is strong in the 
American breast, and each institution which now, 
except in name, slumbers In obscurity, expects in 
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time fco bloom out into full prosperity. Although 
many of them are under religious Influence, where 
truth is indicated, and where men are taught to take 
a low seat at the table in order that they may be hon¬ 
ored by being called up higher, and not dishonored 
by being thrust down lower, yet the. 1 *© institutions 
have thrust themselves into the highest seats, and 
cannot probably be dislodged. 

But would it not he possible to so change public 
opinion that no college could he founded with a less 
endowment than say $1,000,000, or no university 
with less than three or four times that amount ? 
From the report of the commissioner of education, 
Hearn that such a change is taking place; that the 
tendency towards large institutions is increasing, 
and that it is principally in the west and south-west 
that the multiplication of small institutions with big 
names is to he feared most, ami that the cast is al¬ 
most ready for the great coming university. 

The total wealth of the four hundred colleges and 
universities in 1880 was about $40,000,000 in build¬ 
ings, and $43,000,000 in productive funds. This 
would be sufficient for one great university of $10,- 
000,000, four of $5,000,000, and twenty-six colleges 
of $2,000,000 each. But such an idea can of course 
never he carried out. Government appropriations 
are out of the question, because no political trickery 
must be allowed around the ideal institution. 

In the year 1880 the private bequests to all schools 
and colleges amounted to about $5,500,000; and, 
although there was one bequest of $1,250,000, yet the 
amount does not appear to be. phenomenal. It would 
thus seem that the total amount was about five mil¬ 
lion dollars in one year, of which more than half is 
given to so-called colleges and universities. It would 
be very difficult to regulate tl^ese bequests so that 
they might be concentrated sufficiently to produce an 
Immediate result. But the figures show that gener¬ 
osity is a prominent feature of tke American people, 
and that the needs of the country only have to be 
appreciated to have the funds forthcoming. We 
must make the need of research of pure science 
felt In the country. We must livdsucli lives of pure 
devotion to our science, that all shill see that we ask 
for money, not that we may liveun indolent ease 
at the expense of charity, but thVt we may work 
for that which has advanced and will advance the 
world more than anyVther subject,\both intellectu¬ 
ally and physically. We must live Wh lives as to 
neutralise the influence of those whi in high places 
have degraded their profession, or have given them¬ 
selves over to ease, and do nothing Tor the science 
which they represent. Let us do wh* we oan with 
the present means at our disposal. Tit re U not one 
of us who is situated in the position bkt adapted to 
bring out ail his powers, and to allow hijn to do most 
for his science. All have their dlflicultLes, and I do 
not think that circumstances will «4r radically 
change a man. If a man has the instinclof research 
in him, it will always show Itself in aomaform. But 
circumsUnces may direct it into new patis, or may 
foster It so that what would otherwise ha4 died as a 
bpd now blossoms and ripens Into the perfect fruit. 


Americans have shown no lack of invention in 
small things; and the same spirit, when united to 
knowledge and love of science, becomes the spirit of 
research. The telegraph-operator, with his limited 
knowledge of electricity and its laws, naturally turns 
his attention to the improvement of the only electri¬ 
cal instrument he knows anything about; and his 
researches would be confined to the limited sphere of 
his knowledge, and to the simple laws with which he 
is acquainted. But as his knowledge Increases, and 
the field broadens before him, as he studies the math¬ 
ematical theory of the subject, and the electro-mag¬ 
netic theory of light loses, the dim haze due fco dis¬ 
tance, and becomes his constant companion, the tel¬ 
egraph-instrument becomes to him a toy, and his 
effort to discover something new becomes research 
in pure science. 

It is useless to attempt to advance science until 
one has mastered the science: he must step to the 
front before his blows can tell in the strife. Further¬ 
more, I do not believe anybody can he thorough in 
any department of science, without wishing to ad¬ 
vance it. In the study of what is known, in the 
reading of the scientific journals, and the discussions 
therein contained of the current scientific questions, 
one would obtain an impulse to work, even though it 
did not before exist. And the same spirit which 
prompted him to seek what was already known, 
would make him wish to know the unknown. And 
I may say that I never met a case of thorough knowl¬ 
edge in my own science, exoept In the case of well- 
known investigators. I have met men who talked 
well, and I have sometimes asked myself why they 
did not do something ; hut further knowledge of 
their character has shown me the superficiality of 
their knowledge, I am no longer a believer in men 
who could do something if they would, or would do 
something If they had a chance. They are Impostors. 
If the true spirit is there, it will show itself in spite 
of circumstances. 

As I remarked before, the investigator in pure 
science is usually a professor. He must teach as 
w ell as investigate. It is a question which has been 
discussed in late years, as to whether these tw'o func¬ 
tions would better be combined in the same individual, 
or separated. It seems to be the opinion of most, that 
a certain amount of teaching Is conducive, rather 
than otherwise, to the spirit of research. I myself 
think that Oils is true, and I should myself not like 
to give up my daily lecture. But one must not be 
overburdened. I suppose that the true solution, in 
many cases, would be found in the multiplication of 
assistants, not only for the work of teaching but of 
research. Some men are gifted with more Ideas than 
they can work out with their own hands, and the 
world is losing much by not supplying them with 
extra hands. Life is short: old age comes quickly, 
and the amount one pair of hands can do is very 
limited, What sort of shop would that be, or what 
sort of factory, where one man had to do all the work 
w ith his ovfn hands ? It is a fact in nature, which no 
democracy can change, that men are not equal, — that 
some have brains, and some hands. And no Idle 
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talk about equality can ever subvert the order of the 
universe, 

X know of no Institution in this country where as¬ 
sistants are supplied to aid directly in research. Yet 
why should it not be so? And even the absence of 
assistant professors and assistants of all kinds, to aid 
In teaching, is very noticeable, and must be remedied 
before we can expect much. 

There arc many physical problems, especially those 
requiring exact measurements, which cannot be 
carried out by one man, and can only be success¬ 
fully attacked by the most elaborate apparatus, and 
with a full corps of assistants. Such are Kegnault’s 
experiments on the fundamental laws of gases and 
vapors, made thirty or forty years ago by aid from the 
French government, ami which are the standards to 
this day. Although these experiments were made 
with a view to the practical calculation of the steam- 
engine, yet they were carried out in such a broad 
spirit that they have been of the greatest theoretical 
use. Again, what would astronomy have done with¬ 
out the endowments of observatories? By their 
means, that science has become the most perfect of 
all branches of physics, as It should be from its sim¬ 
plicity. There is no doubt, lu my mind, that similar 
institutions for other branches of physics, or, better, 
to include the whole of physics, would be equally suc¬ 
cessful. A large and perfectly equipped physical 
laboratory with its large revenues, its corps of pro¬ 
fessors and assistants, and its machine-shop for the 
construction of new apparatus, would be able to ad¬ 
vance our science quite as much as endowed ob¬ 
servatories have astronomy. But such a laboratory 
should not be fouuded rashly. The value will de¬ 
pend entirely on the physicist at its head, who lias to 
deviso the plan, and to start it into practical work¬ 
ing. Such a man will always be rare, and cannot 
always be obtained. After one had been successfully 
started, others could follow; for imitation requires 
little brains. 

One coukl not be certain of getting the proper man 
every time, but the means of appointment should be 
most carefully studied so as to secure a good average* 
There can be no doubt that the appointment should 
rest with a scientific body capable of judging the high¬ 
est work of each candidate. 

Should any popular element enter, the person 
chosen would bo either of the literary-scientific order, 
or the dabbler on the outskirts who presents his small 
discoveries in the most theatrical manner. What Is 
required is a man of depth, who has such an insight 
into physical science that he can tell when blows will 
best'toll for its advancement. 

Such a grand laboratory os I describe does not exist 
i n the world, at present, for the study of physics. But 
no trouble has ever been found in obtaining means to 
endow astronomical science. Everybody can appre¬ 
ciate, to some extent, the value of an observatory; as 
astronomy is the simplest of scientific subjects, and 
has very quickly readied a position where elaborate 
instruments and costly compulations are necessary to 
further advance. The whole domain of physic* Is so 
wide that workers have hitherto found enough to do. 


But it cannot always be so, and the time has even 
now arrived when such a grand laboratory should be 
founded. Shall our country take the lead in this mat¬ 
ter, or shall we wait for foreign countries to go be¬ 
fore ? They will be built in the future, but when and 
how is the question. 

Several institutions are now putting up laboratories 
for physics. They are mostly for teaching, and we 
can expect only a comparatively small amount of 
work from most of them. But they show progress; 
and, if the progress be as quick in this direction as In 
others, we should be able to see a great change before 
the end of our lives. 

As stated before, men are influenced by the sym¬ 
pathy of those with whom they come in contact. It 
is impossible to immediately change public opinion 
in our favor; and, indeed, we must always seek to 
lead it, and not be guided by it, For pure science is 
the pioneer who must not hover about cities and 
civilized countries, but must strike Into unknown 
forests, and climb the hitherto inaccessible mountains 
which lead to and command a view of the promised 
land, — the land which science promises us in the 
future; which shall not only flow with mi Ik and honey, 
but shall give us a better and more glorious idea of 
this wonderful universe. We must create a public 
opinion in our favor, but it need not at first be the 
general public. We must be contented to stand aside, 
and see the honors of the world for a time given to 
our inferiors; and must be better contented with the 
approval of our own consciences, and of the very few 
who are capable of judging our work, than of the 
whole world beside. Let us look to the other physi¬ 
cists, not in our own town, not in our own country, 
but in the whole world, for the words of praise which 
are to encourage us, or the words of blame which are 
to stimulate us to redewed effort. For what to us is 
the praise of the ignorant? Let us join together in 
the bonds of our scientific societies, and encourage 
each other, as we M‘« now doing, in the pursuit of 
our favorite study | knowing that the world will some 
time recognize our services, and knowing, also, that 
we constitute theinost Important element in human 
progress. 

But danger if also near, even in our societies. 
When the average tone of the society is low, when the 
highest honors fre given to tli^ mediocre, when third- 
class men are hfeld up as examples, ami when trifling 
inventions are/magnlfled Into scientific discoveries, 
then the influence of such societies is prejudicial. A 
young sciential attending the meetings of such a so¬ 
ciety soon gets perverted ideas. To his mind, a mole* 
hill is a moumain, and the mountain a molehill. The 
small inventor or the local celebrity rises to a greater 
height, in hi mind, than the great leader of science 
in some foreign land. He gauges himself by the 
molehill, am is satisfied with Ills stature; not knowing 
that he is mt an atom in comparison with the moun¬ 
tain, uutil/perhaps, lu old age, when it is too late. 
But, if tltf size of the mountain had been seen at 
first, the jyonng scientist would at least have been 
stimulate# in hU endeavor to grow. 

We cannot all be men of genius; but we can, at 
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least, point (hem out to those ground us. We may 
not be able to benefit science much ourselves; but 
we can have high ideals on the subject, and instil 
them Into those with whom we come In contact. For 
the good of ourselves, for the good of our country, 
forth© good to the world, it is incumbent on us to 
form a true estimate of the worth and Standing of 
persons aud things, and to set before our own minds 
all that Is great and good and noble, all that is most 
important for scientific advance, above the mean and 
low and unimportant. 

It Is very often said, that a man has a right to his 
opinion. This might be true for a man on a desert 
island, wlmse error would influence only himself. 
But when he opens his lips to instruct others, or even 
when he signifies his opinions by his dally life, then 
he is directly responsible for all his errors of judg¬ 
ment or fact. He lias no right to think a molehill as 
big as a mountain, nor to teach it, any more than he 
lias to think the world flat, and teach that it Is so. 
The facts and laws of our science have not equal 
importance, neither have the men who cultivate the 
science achieved equal results. One thing Is greater 
than another, and we have no right to neglect the 
order. Thus shall our minds be guided aright, and 
our efforts he toward that which is the highest. 

Then shall we see that no physicist of the first 
class has ever existed in this country, that we must 
look to other countries for our leaders In that sub¬ 
ject, and that the few excellent workers in our coun¬ 
try must receive many accessions from without before 
they can constitute an American science, or do their 
share in the world’s work. \ 

But let me return to the subject of scientific socie¬ 
ties. Here American science lips its hardest problem 
to contend with. There are veiW many local societies 
dignified by high-sounding names, each having its 
local celebrity, to whom the privilege of describing 
some crab with an extra claw, which he found in his 
morning ramble, is inestimable. And there are some 
academies of science, situated at onr seats of learning, 
which are doing good work in tielr locality. But 
distances are so great that it is difficult to collect men 
together at any one point. The American associa¬ 
tion, whldh we are now attending, a not a scientific 
academy, and does not profess to be more than a gath¬ 
ering of ail who are interested in Wienoe, to read 
papers and enjoy social Intercourse.! The National 
academy of sciences contains eminent men from the 
whole country, but then it is only forth ©purpose of 
advising the government freely on sclAitific matters. 
It has no building, it has no library; am it publishes 
"nothing except the information which V freely gives 
to the government, which does nothin® for It in re¬ 
turn. It has not had much effect dlredUy on Amer- 
leap science; but the liberality of the g<*ernment in 
the way of scientific expeditious, publications, etc., 
Is at least partly due to Its influence, ind in this 
way it has done much good. But it in ni way takes 
the place of the great Koyal society, or the treat acad¬ 
emies of science at Paris, Berlin, Vienna, It, Feters- 
burgh, Munich, and, indeed, aU the European capitals 
and latfe cities. These, by their publicatfcns, give 


to the you rig student, as well as the more advanced 
physicist, models of all that is considered excellent; 
and to become a member is one of the highest honors 
to which he can aspire, while to write a memoir which 
the academy considers worthy to be published in its 
transactions excites each one to htS highest effort. 

The American academy of sciences in Boston is 
perhaps our nearest representation of this class of 
academies, but its limitation of membership to the 
State deprives it of Its national character, 

But there is another matter which Influences the 
growth of onr science. 

As it is necessary for us still to look abroad for onr 
highest Inspiration in pure science, and as science Is 
not an affair of one town or one country, but of the 
whole world, it becomes us all to read the current 
journals of science and the great transactions of for¬ 
eign societies, as well as those of our own countries. 
These great transactions and journals should be in 
the library of every institution of learning in the 
country, where science is taught. How can teachers 
and professors be expected to know what has been 
discovered in the past, or is being discovered now, it 
these are not provided ? Has any institution a right 
to mentally starve the teachers whom It employs, or 
the students who come to it? There can be but 
one answer to this; and an institution calling itself a 
university, and not having the current scientific jour¬ 
nals upon its table or the transactions of societies 
upon its library-shelves, is certainly not doing its best 
to cultivate all that is best in this world. 

We call this a free country, and yet it is the only 
one where there is a direct tax upon the pursuit of 
science. The low nate of pure science In our coun¬ 
try may possibly he attributed to the youth of the 
country; but a direct tax, to prevent the growth of 
our country in that subject, caunot be looked upon as 
other than a ^eep disgrace. 1 refer to the duty upon 
foreign bookf And periodicals. In our science, no 
books above elementary ones have ever been pub¬ 
lished, or are likely to be published, in this country; 
and yet every teacher in physics must have them, not 
only In the college library, but on his own shelves, 
and must pay the government of this country to 
♦allow him to use a portion of bis email salary to buy 
that which Is to do good to the whole country. All 
freedom of intercourse which is necessary to foster 
our growing science is thus broken off: and that which 
might, in time, relieve our country of its mediocrity, 
is nipped in the bud by our government, which Is most 
liberal when appealed to directly on scientific sub¬ 
jects. 

One would think that books in foreign languages 
might be admitted free; but to please the half-dozen 
or so wortwwn Who reprint German books, not 
scientific, our free intercourse with that country Is 
cut off. Our scientific associations and societies must 
make themselves heard In this matter, and show those 
in authority how the matter stands. 

In conclusion, let me say once more, that I do not 
believe that our country is to remain long in its 
present position. The science of physics, In whose 
applications our country glories, is to arise among us, 
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and make us respected by the nations of tbe world. 
Such a prophecy may seem rash with regard to a nation 
which does hot yet do enough physical work to sup¬ 
port a physical journal. But we know tbe speed with 
which we advance In this country : we see cities 
springing up in a night, and other wonders performed 
at an unprecedented rate. And now we see physical 
laboratories being built, we see a great demand for 
thoroughly trained physicists, who have not shirked 
their mathematics, both as professors and in so-called 
practical life; and perhaps we have the feeling, com¬ 
mon to all true Americans, that our country Is going 
forward to a glorious future, when we shall lead the 
world In the strife for intellectual prizes as we now 
do in the strife for wealth. 

But if this Is to be so, we must not aim low. The 
problems of the universe cannot be solved without 
labor: they cannot be attacked without the proper 
intellectual as well as physical tools; and no physicist 
need expect to go far without his mathematics. No 
one expects a horse to win in a great and long race 
who has not been properly trained; and it would be 
folly to attempt to win with one, however pure his 
blood and high his pedigree, without it. / The prob¬ 
lems we solve are more difficult than any race: the 
highest intellect cannot hope to succeed without prop¬ 
er preparation. The great prizes are reserved for the 
greatest efforts of the greatest intellects, who have 
kept their mental eye bright and flesh hard by con¬ 
stant exercise. Apparatus can be bought with money, 
talents may come to us at birth; but our mental tools, 
our mathematics, our experimental ability, our knowl¬ 
edge of what others have done before us, all have to 
be obtained by work. The time Is almost past, even 
in our own country, when third-rate men can find a 
place as teachers, because they are unfit for every thing 
else* We wish to see brains and learning, com blued 
with energy and immense working-power, in the pro¬ 
fessor's chair; but, above all, we wish to see that high 
and chivalrous spirit which causes one to pursue his 
idea in spite of all difficulties* to work at the problems 
of nature with the approval of his own conscience, 
and not of men before him. 4 Let, him fit himself for 
the struggle with all the weapons which mathemat¬ 
ics and the experience of those gone before him 
can furnish, and let him enter the arena with the 
fixed and stern purpose to conquer. Let him not 
be contented to stand back with the crowd of medi¬ 
ocrity, but let him press forward for a front place In 
the strife, , 

The whole universe is before us to study. The 
greatest labor of the greatest minds has only given 
us a few pearls; and yet the limitless ocean, with its 
bidden depths filled with diamonds and precious 
stones, is before us. The problem of the universe is 
yet unsolved, and the mystery Involved in one sin¬ 
gle atom yet eludes us. The field of research only 
opens wider and wider as we advance, and onr 
minds are lost In wonder and astonishment at the 
grandeur and beauty unfolded before us. Shall we 
help In this grand work, or not? Shall our country 
do its share, or shall It still Uve in the almshouse of 
the world ? 


PAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION B. 


Determination of the relation between the im¬ 
perial yard find the metre of the archives. 

BY WILLIAM A* BOOS KB OF CAMBBIDGB, MASS. 

This paper was a continuation of one upon the 
same subject presented at the Montreal meeting. 
The nfean result of the determinations up to that 
time was as follows: Imperial yard *f 3,37015 inches 
= Metre des archives. 

The writer stated at that time, that he should not 
like to be held to a very strict account with regard to 
the last decimal figure, or even tbe last two decimal 
figures, on account of the difficulty of obtaining the 
requisite data. 

Since the meeting last year, additional data have 
been obtained. In February of the present year, a 
combined yard and metre was received from Palis, 
The yard was compared with the imperial yard, In 
1880, by Mr. Chaney, the warden of the imperial 
standards. During the interval between 1880 and 
February of the present year, this metre lias received 
repeated comparisons with the metre of the Inter¬ 
national bureau, under the direction of Dr. Fernet. 
According to his report, this metre is 810 mlkrons 
too short at 0° centigrade; for the same temperature, 
the yard was found by Mr. Chaney to be 20.7 mi krona 
too short. 

Comparing the metre and the yard upon this bar 
with the bronze yard and metre described at Mont¬ 
real, and combining tfte results with those previously 
found, the relation was found as follows; Imperial 
yard -f 3.37039 inchef = Metre des archives. 

The magnetophone, or the modification of the 

magnetic field by the rotation of a perfo¬ 
rated metallic disk. 1 

BY PBOF. H, S^ CARHAKT OF EVANSTON, ILL. 

The experiments of Bell, Preece, and oibers, on 
the radlaphone, suggested the possibility of interrupt¬ 
ing, or at least periodically modifying, the Hues of 
force proceeding from the poles of a magnet, by 
means of a diskpf sheet-iron, perforated with a series 
of equidistant/tales, and rotated so that the boles 
should pass direct!y in front of the magnetic pole. 
It U well kncwn that the armature placed on the 
poles of a permanent magnet diminishes the strength 
Of tbe exterjul field of force by furnishing superior 
facilities for/the formation of polarized chains of 
particles from pole to pole, This is the case even 
when the armature does hot touch poles, but is 
in close pjmimtty to them* 

If a plea? of sheet-iron be placed over the poles 
of a magna without touching, and magnetic curves 
be develojpd on paper above the iron, they will be 
found to mhlbit less intense and less sharply defined 
magnetic iqtlon than when the sheet-iron is removed. 
If, howeipr, a small, hole be drilled directly over caoh 
magnetWpote* the screening action of the sheet-iron 
is modified in much the same way as when a hote l* 

» TUsiapw Will shortly WjwWlslwd in flornra la ffett* f 
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made in a screen opaque to light; for the developed 
curves show distinctly the outline of the holes. If, 
therefore, the sheet-iron la the form of a circular 
plate* pierce! with a number Of holes, be rapidly ro¬ 
tated between the poles of a magnet and small 
induction bobbins, the action of the magnet on the 
core of the bobbins will he periodically modified, be¬ 
cause of the passing holes: and hence Induced cur¬ 
rents will flow through a circuit Including the bobbin. 
A disk of sheet Iron was pierced with two circles of 
quarter-inch holes concentric with the disk, the num¬ 
ber of holes in the two circles being thirty-two and 
sixty-four respectively. On one side of the disk was 
placed a horseshoe magnet with its poles very near 
the rows of holes; on the other side were arranged 
two corresponding Induction bobbins. The circuit 
was completed through a telephone and either bobbin 
at pleasure. Upon rotating the disk rapidly, a clear 
musical sound was produced In the telephone, the 
pitch rising with the rapidity of rotation. Moreover, 
the bobbin opposite the circle of sixty-four holes 
gave the octave above the other, and each gave a note 
of the same pitch as was produced by blowing a 
stream of air through the corresponding holes. 

Magnetic survey of Missouri 

BY F. E. NirBBB OF 8T. LOUIS, MO. 

In the spring of 1878 a survey of Missouri was 
begun, which was expected to determine all points in 
regard to terrestrial magnetism: 100 points have been 
covered. The work was undertaken under private 
auspices, most of the money Rendered unasked, and 
the work has been carried on\ successfully until the 
present time* The first Jthree\ years were spent in 
making a preliminary survey. \In the early part of 
■ the survey we labored under greaf difficulties, because 
I supposed that the lines of eqsal value, laid down 
upon the observations given in the coast-survey 
Charts, were substantially correct so that time was 
frequently lost in repeating valfies at stations left 
behind, lu order to be certain that no error had been 
committed. But when we settled down to the con¬ 
clusion that we really knew nothinV about the mat¬ 
ter, we had very much less trouble. At first, intensity 
determinations were made at each station; but In inter 
years, since the magnets have proved so satisfactory, 
the plan was adopted of making absdute determina¬ 
tions only at regular intervals durink the summer. 
The temperature corrections for thd magnet were 
made twice, — once In 1878, and once two years 
Ago^and they agreed very closely wkh each other. 

The dip circle was a large one, sudh as was for¬ 
merly much used, and which was foind to be an 
excellent instrument, though talker cluhsy to carry. 
The charts which have been prepared shew what the 
molts were. In a former communicaion to the 
association at Cincinnati, I suggested Ai explana¬ 
tion of the peculiar flexures of the isninic lines, 
m being due to earth-currents which Wemed to 
be deflected by the moist river-valleys, mie map 
upon which that hypothesis was based rbreaented 
i obsirvattoMtalw^ state. re-deter¬ 


mination we have found that those observations were 
all correct; but more detailed work shows that this 
explanation is not admissible. There la no explana¬ 
tion of the fact that contour has any thing to do with 
the deviation of the needle from the normal values. 
Similar flexures are also seen in the lines of equal in¬ 
clination and the lines of intensity. One and perhaps 
two years will be required to accomplish the work 
properly. There is nothing new in the subject, ex¬ 
cept the rather unexpected flexures which we found 
in these lines. It shows very clearly that the isogonlc 
lines which are published for the use of surveyors are 
of no earthly use. Work ought to be done in a de¬ 
tailed way over the whole country; and I hope we 
shall some time be able to combine with these deter¬ 
minations a series of magnetic values at ten or twelve 
different stations in the state of Missouri, and also 
simultaneous determinations of earth'Currents upon 
Hues making angles with each other at the different 
stations. Similar variations would probably be found 
in the states of Illinois and Iowa. 


In the discussion which followed, President Row¬ 
land said, that with respect to the earth-currents, he 
himself never saw any experiments which gave steady 
earth-currents. Earth-currents are usually supposed 
to vAry v6ry quickly. They do not pass in a steady 
direction anywhere; and therefore he would inquire 
whether Professor Nipher has any reason to suppose 
there are such eartli-currents, and, further, whether 
these local changes of these lines may not be due to 
hidden mines of iron, or something or other, rather 
than to earth-currents. 

The question was al*o asked, whether, in comparing 
earlier observations with the later, there are varia¬ 
tions from year to year which would soon Invalidate 
•ny survey that could be made, and render it com¬ 
paratively of ikn^alue. 

I suppose, replied Professor Nipher, that, over 
rather large areas of country, the annual change 
does not vary very rapidly in space. In the western 
states, so far as I know at present, It is pretty nearly 
constant, though X do not know as we have any rea¬ 
son to say that it is really constant. Replying to the 
president’s last question, I should say that the deter¬ 
mination to which I have referred, as regards earth- 
currents, was not for the purpose of testing the theory 
which I formerly had, but simply for the purpose of 
examining a cause which certainly has some effect. 
I think it is well enough known that It is a fact, and 
it is well to investigate it, since we found so many 
unexpected things. I should suppose that the ex¬ 
planation, that it is due to magnetic matter under the 
surface of the earth, Is the much more probable one, 
as the case>tanda bow. As to the disposition of that 
magnetic matter, you can make a great variety out of 
that, and locate your mines in various parts of the 
state. 

Prof. A* & Oolbcar Inquired whellier any inves¬ 
tigations have been made as to the direction of 
earth-currents; and whether Professor Nipher knew 
of any device which would enable him to delect the 
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direction of them in any piece. He had made acme 
observation* on a Hue of his own, half a mile lorig, 
and had invariably found that In that line the current 
is in one direction ; and its electro-motive force varies 
from about one-tenth of a volt up to three volts. 

lit regard to these lines, said President Howland, 
quick flexures of that sort must be duo to local causes. 
They cannot be due to any thing at the centre of the 
earth. With respect to using a line In determining 
earth-currents, I think it is unsatisfactory. I do not 
believe very much in it, myself, You can get a cur¬ 
rent in the line, but you are not certain it is in the 
earth. 

A tnemter remarked that in 1881, in Boone County, 
Missouri, he had a line In which a continuous current 
was evinced with an electro-motive force of from two 
to four volts. From 8 to 10 In the morning was the 
maximum, and 6 p.m. the minimum. The line being 
east and west, the direction of the current was from 
east to west. 

President Rowland said: If you put the wire on the 
earth’s surface from one point to another, you mere¬ 
ly determine the difference of intensity between those 
points. It shows there is a current there when the 
wire is there, but not when the wire is not there. 

A method of distributing weather forecasts by 
means of railways. 

BY T. C. MENDENHALL OF COLUMBUS, OHIO. . 

This system has only been In operation in Ohio for 
about a year. To distribute forecasts, we place signals 
upon the sides of the baggage-cars, as distinct as 
possible from each other, so as to be easily recog¬ 
nised at considerable distances, and also to convey 
as much meaning as possible, so as to predict as 
many different conditions. We adopted a combi¬ 
nation of form and color. The signals are three 
in number as to form, and two in number as to 
color. The red signals are confined to predictions 
as to temperature, — rise in temperature, stationary 
temperature, falling temperature. The other color 
is blue, and that is confined* to predictions in 
regard to the general state of the weather. The 
question of form was a good deal considered, and 
three forms were adopted. We adopted the sun, 
moon, and star, because everybody was familiar with 
those words. We experimented with the triangle, 
and finally rejected It. The device for attaching to 
the car Js due to Mr. Anderson, who has been in the 
service of the board of commissioners for the past 
year; and it is a really happy device. The signal is 
made as largo as possible, and the disk can be seen a 
long distance. The red sun and blue moon mean 
higher temperature and general rain. The crescent 
means lower temperature f the full disk of blue means 
general rain; the star represents local rains. With 
regard to the proper working of the system, though 
it has been in operation but a short time, it has 
really done good work. We receive special telegrams 
every morning, and they are tranlmttted to the feraln- 
despatebers at five o’clock. We are as yet opiating 
it only on one railroad, it happens, fortunately, that 


that road goes through an agricultural region of Con¬ 
siderable importance. It is the road connecting the 
cities of Columbus atid Cleveland. Two trains start 
out in the morning, at the middle point between 
thore cities. The signals are put on the cars at five 
o’clock in the morning; and as they run through the 
morning hours, the farmers along the line can have* 
an opportunity of seeing them, and predicting the 
weather for the day. The railway company circu¬ 
lated through the whole line little cards, having 
those signals displayed In colors, with their meaning 
in every combination. This helps us, because it en¬ 
ables everybody to understand wbat is meant. A 
recent communication from Gen. Hazen indicates a 
disposition on the part of the general government to 
take hold of the matter, and bring It into general 
operation as far as possible. Postal-cards have t>eeu 
sent to various persons along the line, with questions 
in regard to the practical working of the system, 
which are answered and sent in at the end of every 
week; and we find, that, on the average, 80 per cent 
of the predictions are verified. 

Flan for a state weather service. 

BV F. E. WIFIIEB OF 8T. LOUIS, MO. 

While a good many are accommodated by the 
weather-signals which Professor Mendenhall has 
already inaugurated, many live a distance from the 
railroad, and cannot be interested In a scheme which 
makes it necessary to travel eight or ten miles to learn 
about the weather, because they might be interested 
In a different kind of weather by the time they got, 
home. The information might be most easily circu¬ 
lated by telegi aphlngfrom picket-stations to the west¬ 
ward, There ralghtbe a line of stations on the rail¬ 
road north and soutjii; and stations might be found 
necessary In Nebraska, which woukl give immediate 
warning to the central office whenever it began to 
rain at the station^ and a code might be arranged, so 
as to give the ideapf the operator as to the probable 
violence or duration of the rain. Of course it would 
be necessary to bake special study of the general 
laws for the progress of summer rains, Supposing 
the in formation is telegraphed to the central station, 
the predictions lan easily be made out as soon as the 
picket-stations iould be reached, and a clear idea ob¬ 
tained as to th# probable direction of the storm, and 
the time at wWch it would reach the different por¬ 
tions of the atite. That information could be trans¬ 
mitted by the hallway companies. Finally, we should 
make more intimate connection between these and 
private telegfcph-lines which can be constructed by 
the persona frho are to be served with the weather* 
signals. TUs plan contemplates the erection of pri¬ 
vate telegrekh-iines leading in from the country to 
the station^ Upon a twenty-mile line, which would 
be a frequent length in Missouri, ten farmers wtt) 
have to p^y for the erection of a couple of miles 
of wire, aid the instruments, which can be put up 
for 130 a pile. Some person could be sent from the 
vicinity to the director of tbeeervloe, and instfuetton* 
given hid in regard to the nsanner of operafctog the 
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Hue and the management of the batteries. The cost 
of the line, therefore, to each farmer, would be, say, 
*75, which might be distributed over ten years. Mr. 
Kfpher stated that in several localities the farmers 
will undertake It just as soon as the information can 
be furnished them. At the stations the lines couid 
easily be made to terminate in the store of some mer¬ 
chant, who U anxious to secure the trade of the peo-< 
pie on the line. This can be done at once in Missouri. 
The only thing necessary is for the state to appro¬ 
priate a small amount of money to supply the persons 
and instruments for observations, rain-gauges, etc. 
The two things necessary to make it successful are 
information as to rainfall, and time of beginning and 
ending of rains. 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

—The next meeting of the American association 
for the advancement of science will be held In Phila¬ 
delphia, probably during the first week in September, 
1884. A% the session in Minneapolis last Tuesday, 
the following persons were chosen as officers for the 
Philadelphia meeting; President; Dr. J. P. Lesley, 
of Philadelphia. Yice-prefddents: Section A (mathe¬ 
matics and astronomy), Prof. H. T, Eddy, of Cincin¬ 
nati; B (physics), Professor John Trowbridge, of 
Cambridge; C (chemistry)* Prof. J. W, Langley, of 
Ann Arbor; D (mechanical science), Prof. K. H. 
Thurston, of Hoboken; E (geology and geography), 
Prof. N, H. Winehell, of Minneapolis; V (biology), 
Prof. E. D. Cope, of Philadelphia; G (histology and 
microscopy), Prof* T. G. Wonnley, of Philadelphia; 
H (anthropology), Prof. E. Morse, of Salem; 1 
(economic science and statistic^), Hon. John Eaton, 
of Washington. Permanent secretary; Mr. F. W. 
Putnam, of Cambridge, Geneikl secretary: Dr. Al¬ 
fred Springer, of Cincinnati. Assistant general sec¬ 
retary; Prof. E. 8. Holden, of Madison. Secretaries 
of the sectious: A, Mr. G. W, Hough, of Chicago; 
B, Mr. N. D. C. Hodges, of SaUm; C f Prof. K. B, 
Warder, of Cincinnati; D, Profl J. B. Webb, of 
Ithaca; E, Prof. E. A. Smith, <j Tuscaloosa; F, 
Prof. C. E, Bessey, of Ames; G, Dr. Homyn Hitch¬ 
cock, of New York; H, Mr. W. H. Holmes, of Wash¬ 
ington; I, Mr. Charles W. Smlleyiof Washington. 
Treasurer; Hon. William Lilly, of ikuch Chunk. 

— A course of eighteen special lectures will be given 
next year to members of Johns Homtins university 
on topics relating to instruction in tie higher Insti¬ 
tutions of learning. They will be iimrmal lectures, 
connected only by the general purpfee of helping 
advanced students who are looking foArard more or 
less definitely to the work of teaches to become 
familiar with the principles and raethoA followed by 
other persons, and with the results whiftt have been 
obtained in different types 'Of. educational establish¬ 
ments. The following are announced: A 

The present state of university and cUlegiate in- 
•traction In this country, by D. C. Gilnku; Recent 
observations on educational foundations in Europe, 
try p. C. Gilman; Natural and ethnic histmy of arith- 
watte,, by JLrSylvester; The education* value of 


grammar, by B. L. Gllderaleere; The future sphere 
of classical philology, by B. L GUdersleeve; Educa¬ 
tional value of the study of chemistry, by Ira Bern- 
sen; What to teach in biology, by H. Newell Martin; 
One lecture by H. A.‘Rowland; The* observational 
element in mathematics, by C. S. Peirce; The a pri¬ 
ori element in physics, by C. S. Peirce; The notice In 
education, by H, Wood; Modern methods in the 
study of history, by H. B. Adams; Methods of com¬ 
parative philology as pursued to-day, by M. Bloom¬ 
field; The new Impetus given to the study of Latin 
by the application of the historical method, and by 
the study of Inscriptions, by Minton Warren; Hy¬ 
giene In collegiate training, by E. M. Hartwell; 
Khythm and education, by G. Stanley Hall; The 
educational value of specialization and original work, 
by G. Stanley Hall; The uses of libraries in educa¬ 
tion, by D. C. Gilman. 

A course of nine lectures specially designed for 
college students will also be given, as follows: 

The choice of a profession, by D. C. Gilman; The 
light which biography throws on college life, by D. C. 
Gilman; Beading as an auxiliary to study, by W. Baud 
Browne; The right use of translations, by O. D. Mor¬ 
ris; Historical fiction, by H. B. Adams; The English 
universities, by J. Bendel Harris; Recreation, by 
E. M, Hartwell; Mental hygiene, by G. Stanley Hall; 
Science work, by Ira Kemsen. 

— The Imperial meteorological observatory of 

Japan has established a telegraphic weather-service, 
and at present receives reports from twenty-two well- 
distributed stations. No forecasts are yet attempted, 
although It is the intention to make them as soon as 
sufficient experience will justify the step. Tri-daily 
maps and bulletins are, however, prepared. It U 
interesting to note that but one telegram is received 
each day from the several stations. This is sent by 
the aid of a cipher, which consists of a simple com¬ 
bination of flgiu-es, not of words, as is the case in the 
cipher used by* the U. 8. signal-service. The dally 
despatch is the equivalent of about eight words, ami 
contains ail the usual meteorological data for each of 
the three preceding observations. • 

— The Meteorological council publishes the results 
of rainfall observations at three hundred and thirty- 
six stations in Great Britain, made without Interrup¬ 
tion from ISfiC to 1860, under the supervision of Mr. 
G. J. Symons. The monthly means are given for 
each year, for each period of five years, and for the 
whole fifteen years. No discussion of the observa¬ 
tions is made, though it would seem that valuable 
conclusions couid be derived from them. 

— Mr. V. T* Chambers, an entomologist well 
known for his studies on the Tineina, died at his resi¬ 
dence in Covington, Ky., at two o’clock on the morn¬ 
ing of Aug* 7. During the afternoon of Aug. 0 he 
had a stroke of paralysis, and died from its effects. 
He was fifty-two years old on that morning. He was 
a constant contributor to the Canadian mtomolopitd 
And many other entomological journals. In the Bul¬ 
letin of .the U. S, geological survey there are several 
papers hom his pen: vix,, the Tineina of Colorado; 
notes on % collection of Uneid moths made in Colo- 
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rado in 1875 by A. 8. Packard, jun.; on the dUtrlbu¬ 
tton of Tineina In Colorado; new Eotoraostraca from 
Colorado; descriptions of new Tlnelna from Texas, 
etc.; Tinetna and their food-plants; and an Index to 
the described Tlnelna of the United States and Can¬ 
ada. He also contrltotted^uiumber of papers to the 
Journal of the Cincinnati society of natural history, 
of which he was a member, and at one time preaU 
dent. The most important of these papers were: 
on the tongue {linyua) of some Hymenoptera; on 
Pronuba yuccasella Kiley, and the habits of some 
Tineina; his annual address as president of the soci¬ 
ety on the metamorphoses of Insects, as illustrated in 
the tineid genus Lithocolietis of Zeiier; descriptions 
of some new Tineina, with notes on a few old species; 
Illustrations of the neuratlon of the wings of Ameri¬ 
can Tineina; and on the antennae and trophi of 
lepldopterous larvae. Many of these papers are illus¬ 
trated by his own drawings. A lawyer by profession, 
he found time to do much excellent work In science, 
and formed a large collection, which lias been for 
some years In the Museum of comparative zoology at 
Cambridge. He was also proficient as a ralcroscoplst 
and a botanist He leaves a wife and three sons, 
and bU loss will also be felt by all the entomologists 
of the country. 

— Or. John A. Warder, for many years one of the 
most prominent horticulturists and foresters in the 
west, died at his home at North Bend, O., on July 14, 
in the seventy-second year of his age. He has been 
identified with the west, and especially with Cincin¬ 
nati, for nearly fifty years. Ho was president for 
many years of the Horticultural society, and has 
written many papers on botanical and kindred sub¬ 
jects. He was one of the founders of the American 
forestry association, always took an active interest in 
its proceedings, and contributed many papers to Its 
meetings. 

— Professor Simon Newcomb has taken passage for 
home in the Bothnia, which sails to-morrow from 
Liverpool to New York. He was to attend the meet¬ 
ing of the French association for the advancement of 
science tU Kouen, just closed. Prof. 15. C. Pickering, 
who has been spending the summer in Europe, will 
return in October, 

— “At the end of May,” says Dr. G, Uinrlchs In 
bis July Iowa weather bulletin, “ this year’s growing 
season, counted from April 1, was sixty degrees In 
the aggregate ahead of last year’s. We had gained 
nothing more at the end of June; for last year’s June 
was moderate, the same as this season’s June. But 
during July we gained in the aggregate one hundred 
degrees over last year's July; so that, on the 1st of 
August of this year, we have received in the aggre¬ 
gate one hundred and sixty degrees of heat more than 
last year at this period. This fact, together with the 
fair sky and generally favorable distribution of rain¬ 
fall, accounts for the greatly superior condition of 
our crops this year. 

41 The storm-record,” he adds, “has been given in 
sufficient detail to help to dispel the exaggerated 
notions of danger from whirlwind# in Iowa, U will 
readily be seeu, that if squalls extending simulta¬ 


neously over a large storm-front, and progresslngfor 
hours like a huge wave, are heralded as 4 tornadoes’ at 
every place they reach, people at a distance wilt soon 
wonder that towns exist at all in the north-west, and 
our own people will be scared into expensive tornado 
insurance. In time our buildings wilt be substantial 
enough to withstand our summer squalls and winter 
blizzards successfully. As to genuine tornadoes, 
they new rare, and very limited In extent.” 

— For some monthathe electricians of Paris have 
held a monthly dinner. Thesw dinners owed their 
origin to Count HaUes-d’Arros, and wetwat&auded by 
no organised society, but were re-unions of those 
interested In electrical science. Lately it has been 
thought better to give the gatherings more stability 
by some manner of permanent organisation; and at 
the June meeting a' 8octets dea Hectrlciens was 
formed. 


— During the past year, original investigations in 
the following subjects, among others, have been car¬ 
ried on in the physical laboratory of Johns Hopkins 
university under the direction of ProfessorfKowland 
and Dr. Hastings: on the photography of the spec¬ 
trum by means of the concave grating (the photo¬ 
graphs of the spectrum, so far made, extend down to 
Ji , the original negatives being about} the scale of 
Angstrom’s map from B to b , equal to Angstrdm’s 
from 6 to G, and H Angstrom’s from G to the ex¬ 
treme ultra-violet; they show 150 lines between the 
H lines, and give the 1474 and 5, and b A widely dou¬ 
ble and the E line indistinctly double); on the deter¬ 
mination of the B. A. knit of electrical resistance In 
absolute measure; the determination of the specific 
resistance of mercury; the variation of the specific 
heat of water with/the temperature; the relative 
wave-lengths of the fines of the spectrum by means 
of the concave grating; the effect of difference of 
phase In the h&rn^mics on the timbre of sound; 
and on the variation of the maguetic permeability of 
nickel by change of temperature. 

— Professor Fafinleri announces the existence In 
the lava of Yesuwus of a substance giving the spec¬ 
trum line of ‘heimn/—•an element hitherto recog¬ 
nised only In theaun, He considers the late disaster 
at Ischia to be*dae to subsidence of land consequent 
on the unusual activity of Mouht Vesuvius. 

— There wiuihorily be published by Allen & Co. 
of London a bpok by A* H* Swinton, entitled * The 
influence of tie sun on natural phenomena,’ One 
may judge of jhe book’s value by the following quo¬ 
tation from lie prospectus: “The multitude who 
read the morning’* newspaper may find in it some 
reason for neir successes and losses, further than 
blind fatality” 
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SONNET . 

The years through which aught that hath life, 0 Sun I 
Hath watched or felt thy rising, what are they 
To those vast aeons, when, from night to day, 

From dawn to dark, thy circuit thou didst run, 

With none to greet thee or regret thee; none 
To bless thy glowing harbinger of cloud. 
Hose-tinted; none to sigh, when, like a shroud, 

The banner of Night proclaimed her victory won? 

» 

Yet through that reign of seeming death, so long 
To our Imperfect ken, the marvellous force 
Which means to ends adjusts in Nature's plan 
Was bringing to the birth that eye of naan 
Which now, O Sun, surveys thy farthest course, — 

A speck amid the countless starry throng, 

John Hes.dk, 


NOTES ON THE GEOLOGY OF THE 
TROAD. 

A brief nummary of the re null* derived from (Ac ob¬ 
servations made in connection with the Amos expe¬ 
dition. 

The terranes of the Troadic peninsula com¬ 
prise a variety of stratified and massive or 
eruptive rocks. The former, excepting the 
most recent deposits, which are not considered 
in this connection, may be divided into three 
groups, according to their mineralogical con* 
ditions and geological age. 

The most ancient group is highly crystallized, 
and, in all probability, belongs to the raica- 
schist zone of the 4 grundgcbirge * or archean 
fbrmatlon. 

Th© youngest group, embracing the miooene 
add, pliocene tertiary deposits, is, in part at 
least* well Characterized by its fossils. The 
middle group is not defined, excepting by the 
widely separated limits of the qth&x two groups. 
It embraces rocks which may be paleozoic or 
pre-paleozoic, as well as others whfck are prob¬ 
ably of cretaceous and eocene age. 

The crystalline schists have their greatest 
development in Mount Ida, of which they form 
almost the entire mass. They are of many 
varieties, all conformably Interetrattfied, as if 
ffi belonged to the same great terranf. 

True gneiss©* are not abundant, and occur 
htiMy upOn the borthside of Mount Ida, under 
>tt<^ oOtuiition* thflt they appear to overlie the 
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schistose rocks. In Hagi ouldburen-dagh the 
mica is in large part replaced by hornblende, 
so that the gneiss has a somewhat dioritic 
aspect. 

In the schistose rooks, chiefly amphibolites, 
hornblende is one of the most widely distrib¬ 
uted and abundant minerals*. It generally 
appears as actinolite, and not infrequently con¬ 
stitutes almost the whole of the rock in Which 
it occurs. With amphiboie, at tiroes, are as¬ 
sociated, besides plagioclase, more or less 
quartz, epidote, magnetite, titanitc, and rutile. 
True mica-schists are of less coramOn occur¬ 
rence interstratified with the amphibolites. 

Near the centre of Mount Ida, the oldest 
rocks crop out; and among them are talc- 
schists, which, by the gradual addition of oli¬ 
vine, pass into small lens-shaped masses com¬ 
posed almost exclusively of the latter mineral. 
According to the nomenclature of Brogger, 
this rock should be called olivine-schist. By 
alteration it gives rise to serpentine with th© 
characteristic reticulated structure whioh ever 
marks the serpentine derived from olivine. 
Occasionally the fibrous serpentine forms veins 
of considerable size in the adjacent rocks. 

The olivine-schist, where purest, has no Schis¬ 
tose structure. The passage from talc-schist, 
in which no olivine occurs, to that composed 
almost completely of olivine, takes place some¬ 
times within a short distance. The chief mass 
of the rock, hWever, is a middle stage between 
the two extremes, having a distinct schistose 
structure, and composed for the most part of 
olivine and talc, besides considerable quantities 
of pyroxene, as well as other minerals not yet 
determined* At various intervals through¬ 
out the zone of schistose rocks, occur rather 
coarsely crystalline white limestones. 

The structure of Mount Ida if a compara¬ 
tively simple anticlinal, with so short an axis 
extending east and west that the upper portion 
of the mountain 1$ approximately a dome* 

The highly crystalline stratified , rocks are 
perhaps the, chief topographical determinants 
of that region. Their position and distribution 
indicate, that, in the early stages of Us devel¬ 
opment, the peninsula of the Troad was repre¬ 
sented by several islands, which famished much 
of the detritus for subsequent formations. 

The rooks of the fiddle zone are for the 
most part semi-crystalline limestonfes, a very 
ferruginous quartzite, together with greenish, 
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somewhat schistose rocks, and others which 
are roacroscopically like argillites, but contain 
too large a proportion of quartz. The lime¬ 
stone la generally compact, gray or reddish 
colored, very like the cretaceous (according to 
Professor Neumayr) in the acropolis at Athens, 
and hns often large quantities of silica so 
irregularly accumulated as to produce a very 
rough weathered surface like the cretaceotts 
limestone west of Smyrna This limestone is 
found chiefly about the base of Mount Ida, at 
Edremit, Qojikia-dagh, ami ChalJ^-dagh, as 
well as between Qnyalar and Ahmadja, and 
several kilometres south-west of HiSfagy. At 
Qojikla-dagh it is jaiculiar in containing many 
small needle-shaped quartz crystals. The fer¬ 
ruginous quartzite was observed only upon the 
acute summit of Dikili-dagh. 

The greenish, somewhat schistose rocks, with 
sandstones of the same color, near Ahmadja, as 
west of Smyrna, overlie the limestone. The 
cretaceous age of the limestone at the locality 
last named appears to be quite definitely de¬ 
termined by Strickland, TchihatchefT, and 
Spratt; but the age of that near Ahmadja is 
yet uncertain. Only one fossil has been found 
in it* Concerning this, Professor Netiraayr 
writes, “ It is a Rhynconella which is so widely 
distributed that it cannot be used as a certain 
means of determining the age of the strata in 
which it occurs; but the limestone is probably 
cretaceous/' 

That these rocks are younger than those of 
the mica-schist zone is indicated, not only by 
the fact that they contain fossils, and are less 
crystalline than that group, but also by the 
fact that they are made up of sediments derived 
from the crystalline schists. On the other 
hand, that they are, at least in part, old rocks, 
is shown by the contact zone produced in them 
by the quartz diorite. 

In Mr. Frank Calvert, American con¬ 
sul at Dardanelles, discovered undoubtedly 
eocene fossils (determined by Professor Neu- 
mayr) at several places in the Troadic penin¬ 
sula outside Of the region visited by the 
geologist of the expedition* The same rocks, 
in all probability, occur also in the southern 
Troad; but, until further investigations are 
made, their appearance must bo left doubtfhl* 

It seems probable, therefore, that in tho 
intermediate zone there are a number of ter- 
ranes of different age* It should be stated in 
this connection, that the rocks of the Southern 
Troad, placed by TcWhatcheff provisionally in 
the lower tertiary, are, according to Professor 
Neumayr, of more recent origin. 

The third or yom>geet;gioup of stratified 


deposits, embracing those which are certainly 
not older than the miocene, may be divided 
into two portions. Geographically they are 
entirely distinct, and their stratigraphical rela¬ 
tions are yet uncertain. 

The rocks of the sarmatic stage (tufa) of 
tho miocene, so well exposed at Eren-kieui, are 
now known to border the western const from 
the Trojan plain to beyond the mouth of the 
Touzla, near the promontory of Baba-bournoti. 

At the site of ancient Ham&xitos, several 
kilometres south-west of Kinlahly, the 4 mactra- 
kalk,’ with Its characteristic fossils, forms the 
acropolis. This limestone is undoubtedly of 
marine origin ; and although it has a wide dis¬ 
tribution north-eastward, toward the Caspian 
and the Vienna basin, yet it has not been rec¬ 
ognized farther south-west than the coast of 
the Troad. 

Beneath the limestone, as at Eren-kieui, is 
a great thickness of sand and clay beds which 
are underlaid bj*a conglomerate, and probably 
nt the bottom of the series a stratum of ml 
clay. The conglomerate is composed chiefly 
of fragments of andesite and liparitc. Fossils 
have not beeu found in these beds near He- 
nmxitos; but at Erenddeui, according to Cal¬ 
vert and Neumayr, organic remains are not 
infrequent, and of a mixed Character, indicating 
that the strata belong, at least in great part, 
to the sarmatic stage. The marine beds which 
overlie tho mactra limestone are largely devel¬ 
oped south of the mouth of the Touzla, and 
contain great numbers of fossils, among which 
are many Ostrea and gastropods. 

The second portion of the tertiary deposits 
occupies a large part pf the interior of the 
Troad about the great* plain of the MendcrO, 
between Ezine and Bairamitch, as well as along 
the southern coast, west of Papazly. It has 
furnished but few fossils, and they are of such 
a character 4hat its age cannot be determined 
with cert&intjV However, according to Profes¬ 
sor Neumayr, who has kindly undertake^ the 
determination of'the fossils collected by t\ie 
expedition, it mast be upper miocene, mlo- 
pliocenc,* or lower pliocene. That It Is in 

S eat part a fresh, or at most a slightly brack- 
i water deposit, cannot be doubted* As has 
already bee# shown in a prellmihary report, 
where those deposits ar© described at some 
length, the basis of the series is a conglomer¬ 
ate in whiph fragmentsbf the basalts, andesites, 
and Hparit^, have not been found. It is over* 
laid by a series of shales, upon which, beiweeh 
J)emirdjbkiep i and Narly f rests a puzzling rock; 
regarded by Tchjhiiitdbe^r'.gg limestone* 
usually palo-ybllowish colored, soft, it f # and 
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porous, and generally shows no trace of effer¬ 
vescence in hydrochloric acid. In general ap- 
jHiarance it closely resembles an impure siliceous 
limestone from which the greater portion of 
the carbonate of lime has been leached away. 
Having a thickness of about a hundred and 
thirty metres, it becomes the chief topographi¬ 
cal determinant of that region, and gives rise 
to profound gorges and bold escarpments. 
Throughout the greater portion of the mass, 
it is uniformly fiue-grained, but under tile mi¬ 
croscope has the structure of a tufa. 

The upper beds of the series, consisting of 
thin fresh-water limestones, sandstones, shales, 
and a large proportion of,stratified tufas, with 
conglomerates, have not been seen east of 
Deinirdji-kicui. The fossils collected were 
, found in this portion of the series; and it is 
evident that the ejection of the andesites began 
before the deposition of those beds was com¬ 
pleted. 

Numerous oscillations of the land, as indi¬ 
cated by the varying character of the strata, 
must have occurred during the miocene and plio¬ 
cene; and, in ail probability, these were con¬ 
nected with the extrusion of the eruptive rocks 
so abundant in that region. 

The massive rocks of the Troad belong in 
part to those of pre-tertiarv origin, but the 
greater portion were extruded since the begin¬ 
ning of the tertiary period. The older group 
includes biotite-hornblende-granite, quartz-por¬ 
phyry, quarfcz-diorlte, augite-porphyrite, raei- 
aphyre, and serpentine, while the younger 
group embraces li pa rites, andesites, augite- 
andesites, basalts, and nepheline-basalt. 

The biotite-Uornblende-granlte occurs in a 
stock-like mass, forming the serrated ridge of 
Chigri-dagh. It is distinctly younger than the 
highly crystalline stratified rocks which it pen¬ 
etrates. aud is especially interesting from the 
fact, that, where it is altered, the titanite is 
changed to anatase. The alteration of titanite 
and iimenite to anstase is doubtless a common 
and widely distributed occurrence; but, as the 
crystals of apatase are so small, they have gen¬ 
erally been overlooked. , 

Thoquartt-porphyries are chiefly microgran- 
ites, and are younger than the biotite-horn- 
Ulendo-granite through which they have been 
extruded- The dikes in which they occur are 
comparatively small, and do not exercise much 
influence upon the topographical features of 
the^country. 

The quaftx-4ioritcs form a number of com- 
pm^tivplv stttaft stroke about the base of 
Mount lda, and afe eyidtmtJy younger than tite 
quarlzose argillite of the middle £op strati- 


fled rocks, which, in one case, has boon meta¬ 
morphosed into a cordierite and andalusite 
horn fete. It is to be especially noted that 
these eruptive rocks do not, as formerly sup¬ 
posed, enter Into the structure of Mount Ida. 

The augitc-porphy rites (diabnsoporphy rites) 
and melapUyres are, as far as yet known, lim¬ 
ited to five outcrops, all lying in a line near 
the southern coast of the Troad, and, with the 
exception of that between Abmadja and Qyalar, 
are not important. At the locality just named 
it is of especial interest from the fact that 
mclaphyre was the first rock extruded in that 
isolated (completely surrounded by tertiary 
strata) volcanic centre, and was followed later 
by mica-andesite, hornblende-andesite, augrtc- 
andesite, basalt, and, late if uot last, by a large 
outpouring of liparite. 

The serpentine in the anterior part of the 
Troad about Qaribdagh has been derived 
from olivine-enstalite rocks of a truly eruptive 
nature. The almost entire absence of the 
characteristic reticulated structure in some of 
the Serpentine from the Kemar valley leaves, 
perhaps, some doubt as to the original rock 
from which ,it has been derived. As previously 
stated, the serpentine about the summit of 
Mount Ida has been derived from olivine-schist 
which undoubtedly belongs to the stratified 
rooks. 

Although the ancient eruptive rocks are ap¬ 
parently not nearly so abundant as those of 
more recent origin, yet they represent very 
nearly the same range in chemical and rninera- 
logicat compe^tion. The granite and quartz 
porphyries have their modern equivalents in 
the liparitea ; the quartz diorites, in the mica 
and hornblende andesites; the augite-porphy- 
rites, In the augite-andesltes; the melapbyre, 
in the basalt. However, no equivalents were 
found for the nepbeline-basalts and the ancient 
oUvine-enstatite rocks. On the other hand, the 
syenites, and* their modern representatives 
the trachytes, which were, once supposed to be 
abundant in the Troad, are now known to be at 
most only very sparingly represented. 

The liparites occur in various "types, with 
many Varieties, and arc limited to the south¬ 
ern part of the Troad. They appear also 
south of IffoliVo on the island of Mityleiie, and 
at Sal Mosac south-west of Aivaly. They are* 
generally In the stony condition, but frequently 
glassy upon the boundaries, and contain many 
fragments of the andesites which they have 
penetrated and overflowed. They always occur' 
in dikes,! as at Qozlon-dogh and the great pla¬ 
teau, which give rise to the peculiar drainage 
of the Touzlft Hivey. That some of the Uparites 
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were extruded before* the deposition of the 
* maotrakalk 9 is certain; but, from the fact that 
the exact age of the tertiary deposits in the 
southern part of tike Troad has not been defi¬ 
nitely determined, the time of the extrusion of 
the groat mass of the liparites cannot be staled. 
However, it occurred most likely at the begin¬ 
ning or in the early part of the pliocene, when 
the land was raised above the sea, and the 
islands converted into a peninsula. 

The andesites embrace typical mica-ande- 
sites and hornblende-andesites, as well as a 
great variety in which mica and hornblende 
occur in nearly equal proportion. These, with 
augite^andcsite* occupy a great area between 
the Mendere and the southern coast} and, un¬ 
like the liparites, they seem to have reached the 
surface, at least in some cases, through volcanic 
vents. Not unfrequently they occur in dikes 
also,, and have evidently overflowed a large 
area of late tertiary deposits. 

Their extrusion along the western coast 
began before the deposition of the * mactra- 
kalk,' and along the southern coast during the 
formation of the fresh-water deposits of that 
region. Pyroxene is generally a prominent 
constituent of the andesites, and frequently 
both rhombic and monoclinic pyroxenes occur 
together. The former is generally the most 
abundant, and has in one case been proved lo 
be hypersthene. It occurs not only in the 
mica-andesite at Assos and Smyrna, but also 
in the hornblende-andesite north-west of Qoz- 
lou-dagb, and the sugite-andesite west of 
Sivryi-bournou. Among the great variety of 
andesites may be mentioned the oldest which 
flowed from the crater at Assos. It is a mica- 
andesite, in the groundmass of which is a large 
proportion of apparently primary* mica and 
hematite. 

The basalts occur in dikes, and, although 
widely distributed, do not occupy large areas. 
Along the southern coast of the Troad it is of 
an andesitic type, and the olivine is occasionally 
altered to distinctly cleavable pleochroitic ser¬ 
pentine. 

The same phenomenon is better developed 
in the typical nepheline-basalt which forms the 
prominent hill called Qar&lyly or QapandjA- 
tepe, near the centre of the Troadic peninsula. 
The basalts and nepheline-basalt are evidently 
younger than the tertiary deposits with which 
they are associated; but the time of their ex¬ 
trusion with reference to that of the other 
eruptive rocks of the Troad cannot be defl* 
tritely determined. * J. 8, 

Oaral»*bm4 Oouirty, Pena., 

June 4,1840. 


OCCURRENCE OF MOUND-BUILDERS* 
PIPES IN NEW JERSEY. 

Until recently the one form of stone imple¬ 
ment which is characteristic of the mounds of 
Ohio and westward, and that has not been 
duplicated in surface finds in New Jersey and 
elsewhere on our northern Atlantic sea-board, 
is the so-called mound-builders 1 pipes, such as 
were discovered in great numbers, and de¬ 
scribed in detail by Hquier and Davie in the 
4 Ancient monuments of the Mississippi valley, ’ 
and more recently by several authors. These 
pipes may be characterized as having a small 
bowl, usually in the shape of a bird, mammal, 
or human head, placed upon a short, flat, and 
slightly curved base, so perforated that it was 
used as the stern of the pipe. In other words, 
it was a complete smoking implement, and 
therefore unlike the ordinary pipes or pipe- 
bowls found in New Jersey and the New- 
England states, which, as a rule, required the 
addition of a stem of reed or hollow bone, to 
be used as the mouthpiece. 



Within a few weeks, a pipe of the pattern I 
have described, assumed to be peculiar to the 
mound-builders, has been found in New Jersey. 
While the bowl is perfectly plain, except a 
slight scalloping of the rim, it will be seen at 
a glance, that the specimen is essentially of the 
hame pattern as the 4 animal pipe ® 9 found in 
Ohio, and recently also in Iowa. 

Previous to 1882, 1 had been unable to find 
any pipes of this pattern, or traces of native 
copper implements of any kind; but since 
then copper spears, such as are found in Wis¬ 
consin, have been found In New Jersey, and 
now the pipe that I have described, and of 
which an illustration is given. Recently, also, 
specimens of flint arrow-beads have been col¬ 
lected, which in size, and delicacy of finish, are* 
equal to the best examples from Oregon/ 

These specimens ahs now briefly referred to, 
as indk^Mve of the fact, that in skill in work¬ 
ing flint, and in the range of handiwork 
whether U atone, bone, or 4ay,the difference 
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between those people that erected the extensive 
earth-works of the Ohio valley and elsewhere, 
and the * wild tribes 1 of the Atlantic sea¬ 
board, is practically nothing. I still hope to 
find unmistakable artificial mounds in New 
Jersey ; basing my expectation upon the fact, 
that natural hillocks or knolls were frequently 
used as places of burial, and were chosen as 
desirable sites for the erection of wigwams. 

Charles C. Abbott, M.D. 


THE IGLOO OF THE INNUIT.' ~~ III. 

The only instrument used in the construction 
of the igloo is the snow-knife. Where the In- 
nuits have intercourse with white men, they bar- 
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ter for cheese-knives or long-bladed butcher- 
knives, remove the double handle from the 
tang, and put on a single one about three times 
as long, which can be readily grasped by both 
hands. The old knives were made of reindeer- 
horn or from the shin-bone of the reindeer. 



BNOW-Kstm or bonh. 


Among the Esquimauxin and around King 
William’s Land I found snow-knives made of 
copper stripped from Sir John Franklin’s 
ships, the imprints of the queen’s broad arrow 
still showing on many, the blades double-edged 
or dagger-shape, and the handles of inusk-ox 
and reindeer horn rudely attached by sinew 
lashings. 

The snow-knife of iron, while more conven¬ 
ient in man}* ways, is far more liable to break 
In the intense cold of the winter weather, such 
accidents with them being very common. I 
have seen igloos built when the thermometer 
registered — 70° F. At such temperatures the 
snow becomes almost stone-like in its com¬ 
pactness. The snow-knife is often used as a 
substitute for the snow-tester whenever that 
Instrument is broken or left behind, for the 
Esquimaux are a very careless and absent- 
minded people. 

Before starting to cut the snow-blocks, the 
builder gets from the sledge a pair of gauntlets 
used for this purpose, poly being of, finer and 
softer reindeer-fur, so as to give the hands the 
most oomplete freedom of motion. These 


gloves extend half way up the fore-arm, and 
have ft puckering-string around the top, which 
the builderis wife pulls tight, and ties so as to 
completely exclude the snow while he is at 
work in it. 

The igloo is built on the sloping drift of 
snow, the entrance being at the lowest point. 
The first trench from which the snow-blocks 
are cut is so disposed as to have its axis coin*' 
cident with the diameter of the igloo, which 
runs directly up and down httl, or which makes 
the greatest angle with the horizontal. These 
snow-blocks are from a foot to a foot and a 
half wide, from a foot and a half to two or 
three feet long, and eight or ten inches thick. 
The first block cut from the trench is a thick 
triangular one, which is thrown away (see a, 
which is a vertical section through the axis of 
the trench). A ground plan of the blocks 
would show that they are partially curved, but 
in no manner to such an extent as would be 
needed to conform to the curvature of the igloo. 
This curvature is the result of their manner of 
cutting by a swinging motion of the whole body, 
held almost rigid, and rotating about the foot 
steps, a, in the figure. This motion of the whole 
body gives thorn considerable power; and the 
resulting curved blocks, if large, are in the 
best shape for the first part of the structure. 
In cutting the block 6, first the right-hand edge, 
c d, is cut by three or four powerful downward 
strokes of the knife, and then the opposite 
edge, </d'. The knife, with its blade held hori¬ 
zontally, is passed under the block in front of 
the toes ot } riie builder’s feet. About three or 
four inches imdepth of the line dfd is cut; and, 


4 



with,the knife in the right hand, two or .three 
deep vertical thrusts are made along this line, 
which generally separate the snow-block from 
its bed, and it is caught with the left hand as it 
falls forward. I have tried to represent these 
gashes in the figure. They are plainly visible 
on the snow^block inside and out, and a good 
artist WPuld represent them .in his pictures of 
the huts. The blocks are carefully lifted out and 
placed beside the trench, as, under some circum- 
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stances, they arc extremely liable to break ir 
bundling* If the snow has been properly tested 



this should, however, seldom occur. The trench 
completed, and enough blocks secured to form 
the first or base course, the floor 


this to be almost inij>osmble, as the first block 
in the course, after they had commenced to 
lean considerably, would have to be supported 
until it was flanked by others; and these, again, 
would be very unstable. In fact, one often 
wonders how a snow-block will hold in place 
against its own weight, leaning far iuwards, 
almost horizontal, and supported only on two 
sides, and will imagine that the native work¬ 
manship must be very good to give such re* 
suits. As the blocks approach the top, — where 
they are more nearly horizontal and more lia¬ 
ble to tumble down,—their figure becomes 
trapezoidal in order to keep the vertical joints 
pointing to the centre and top; and, while sup¬ 
ported on hut two sides, these form a more or 
less acute angle, — more acute as it is needed 
and approaches the top, where the last few 
blocks are made triangular and meet at a i>oint. 
The workman stands inside until it is com¬ 
pleted. Despite all the care, the falling of 


\< laid out by a circular sweep of 
the knife, varying in diameter, of 
course, according to the number 
of intended occupants. Com¬ 
mencing at the left hand, this 
course is laid until the first block, 
a, is reached, which is cut iu 
halves tVoro its first lower corner, 
e, along the ascending diagonal; 
and the top half, ft, is thrown 
away. The last block, 6, has its 
contiguous corner cut off ; so that 
the next block, shown in broken 
outline, ascends and forms the 
first block of the next course. 
The igloo is then formed of this 
spiral of snow-blocks, each course 
inclining inward slightly more 
than the one previous, until the 
last, which may be called the 
key-block, is perfectly horizontal, 
and firmly wedges in and binds 
the whole structure. This spiral 
form of the courses I have tried 



to show in the illustration 6f one 


Tax HALF-SDILT lOI/OO. 


of the half-completed igloos. 

1 know that the general idea is, that each blocks is a very common occurrence, and hap- 

course is complete within iiaelf, like a course pens with nearly every building. 

It will be remembered that the base course 



of 1 ricks on a round tower in our method of 
Imi ding; but a moment's thought would show 


has been laid u|H>n a sloping bank of snow, the 
lowest point being at the door, which has been 
formed by the trench running into the build¬ 
ing. Therefore, when the builder is coming 
down with a course of blocks on the left side, 
they are peculiarly prone to tumble in. The 
fact that girt© is used for starting up outho 
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spiral course, as already explained, assists some¬ 
what to overcome this; but it is mostly reme¬ 
died by the builder, as each round is made, 
trimming down the up-hill part of the course 
to about half, until, by the time the blocks are 
leaning considerably, the course is level (leav¬ 
ing out the spiral inclination). 

As each block is being fitted, it is held near 
its intended position by the left hand of the 
builder, who at one stroke cuts off the triangle 
on the right edge, giving a trapezoidal form. 
The left edge of the preceding block receives the 
same treatment, and the block is shoved into 
place. The snoW-knife is rapidly passed back¬ 
wards and forwards in the joints at the side 
and bottom, cutting off all inequalities, and 
making a fine powdery snow, which acts as a 
binding mortar. The last act is to give the 
block a sharp shoving blow with the open 
hand from the top, and another from the left 
side, which firmly sets it in place. The blocks 
all laid, the igloo is now complete, except the 
4 chinking' of the joints to render it air-tight, 
there being many large crevices. The chink¬ 
ing of an igloo is a very ingenious affair; 
the material being cut diagonally from the 
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lower edge of the upper block on the horizon¬ 
tal joints, and from the left edge of the right 
block on the vertical ones, if the person be 



right-handed. As the knife in the right hand 
thus trims the edges, the left fist, tightly 
clinched, follows the knife, and rams the cut 
portion tightly into the crevice, rendering it 
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as perfectly air-tight as the body of the snow- 
block itself. An active Innuit will go com¬ 
pletely around the igloo on a single joint in 
about a minute, and it seldom takes over ten to 
do all the chinking in a large hut. This part 
is generally assigned to the boys and women, 
especially the former, who are much lighter, 
as it is necessary to go on top to complete 
their work. A well-built igloo, however, will 
readily bear the weight of two g large men 
on their hands and knees ; and yet I have seen 
a small boy fall through one made of friable 
snow. 

Meanwhile the boys and women have been 
busy throwing the loose snow from the treneh- 



THJE RNOW.finOVBL. 


es, and piling it on the house, often following 
closely upon the work of block-layiug, cover¬ 
ing the whole to a depth of from six inches to 
half as many feet. The depth to which this 
is carried depends on the length of time they 
expect to use the hut, and on the temperature. 

The common pictures of the huts, showing 
the blockTWork so conspicuously, are largely 
the work of the imagination of the artists, all 
that is seen being rounded heaps of rough 
granular snow. Such artistic license may, 
however, be allowable to show the essential 
features; and, so far as my criticism is con¬ 
cerned, I do not wish to be understood as spying 
that such uncovered igloos never occur. 


I have spoken of the snow-walls, when 
chinked, os being perfectly air-tight. This is 
not strictly comet; the snow beiug more or 
leas porous, and allowing a slow but ample 
current of air to pass through. In fact, at 
night the door is sealed, and the only means of 
ventilation is through the body of the snow. 

In 1^7^, during a heavy north-east gale, I 
was in an igloo on the west bank of Back’s 
Bivcr. The walls were of a granular snow, but 
were covered to a depth of three or four feet. 
Yet, with ail this thickness, a candle-fame 
held near the wall on the windward side was 
deflected constantly at an angle of from thirty 
to thirty-five degrees from the vertical. 

The banking is done with a snow-shovel 
made of half-inch boards, tapering off to a 
short handle for one hand; a bent piece of 
musk-ox horn fastened in at the centre fur¬ 
nishes a hold for the other. The cutting edge 
is protected by a sharpened shoe of reindeer- 
horn, neatly bound on with reindeer sinew, 
which is also used to sew the boards together. 
The Netschilluks use shovels of cedar, walnut, 
and mahogany from Franklin’s ships. 

( To be continued.) 

MINNESOTA WEATHER. 

Much has been said about the sanitary prop¬ 
erties of the climate of Minnespta as a heal¬ 
ing-place for the consumptive; and in this 
connection a great deal of erroneous informa¬ 
tion has been published, often to the serious 
injury of the invalid, who is misled by it. As 
might be expected, the newspaper is the prin¬ 
cipal agent in the dissemination of such litera¬ 
ture. Here is an extract from the editorial 
page of the St. Paul and Minneapolis Pioneer 
press, the leading journal between Chicago 
and San Francisco: — 

“ Of the aid that may be given by a pure, 
rarefied, land dry atmosphere, thousands of 
people now living in Minnesota, who have been 
rescued from impending death, can bear sub¬ 
stantial and grateful testimony.” 1 
Written in the haste of a newspaper office, 
by one who is practically pledged to the lau¬ 
dation of bis state, as the western editor is, 
such a paragraph would scarcely deserve 
notice, wore it not a summation in brief of 
some of the most popular errors afloat on this 
subject, and which one meets with everywhere 
in that land, from the drawing-room gossip to 
the medical journal. As such, it may profit¬ 
ably sehc as text for analysis. 

In the matter of pure air, Minnesota is not 
different from other northern states in which 
the face of nature has been moiled by the 
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hand and habitation of man. On the prairies 
and in the pine-woods the atmosphere yet 
retains a large share of its pristine purity: in 
the cities it is the reverse. Especially is it 
vitiated in the large arid rapidly growing cities 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis* whose systems 
of water-supply* drainage, garbage-removal, 
and sanitary inspection, cannot keep pace with 
their increase of population. This fault will 
be remedied in time, however, when the 
authorities shall have learned that the dou¬ 
bling or trebling of a city’s people in a decade 
brings with it new responsibilities as well as 
new prosperity. It ie an easy and pleasant 
thing to boast that one’s town is gaining popu¬ 
lation at the rate of a thousand a month, and 
that the values of real estate are rising ac¬ 
cordingly ; but the real-estate owner is alow 
to appreciate the necessity of advancing the 
salaries of city officials, and the appropriations 
for city improvements, with corresponding 
alacrity. Minneapolis, Although built upon 
the fiat surface of the prairie, has admirable 
opportunities for drainage into the adjoining 
gorge of the Mississippi River; but its dila¬ 
toriness in this and other works of sanitary 
improvement has been severely punished by 
the scourge of typhoid-fever. The prevalence 
of this disease has caused Minneapolis at times 
to stand at the head of the column of death- 
rates of the cities of the United States. 
While there maybe malaria in Minnesota,— 
and, indeed, the term is sometimes found in 
the reports of the physicians, — it is by no 
means the popular disease that it is in the south 
and east, where it is almost the fashion. A 
person may spend a j’ear there without hearing 
the word mentioned ; and that immunity alone 
should be enough to stimulate emigration hi 
that direction. 

Dryness of atmosphere is claimed for Min¬ 
nesota; and if we consult only the amount 
of rainfall, whoso annual value ranges from 
twenty to forty ruches, there is apparent jus¬ 
tice in this claim. But the manner as well as 
the amount of the pluvial precipitation must 
be considered. They have in that state a 
good deal of the lachrymose English weather, 
in which a drizzling dampness takes the place 
of the short, sharp, and decisive showers of 
equatorial lands. At the dose of a rainy day 
the observer will go to his rain-gauge, and 
find its bottom scarcely covered. The effect 
of effort without accomplishment is always a 
depression of spirits lu the looker-on; and 
this rule is never truer than when applied to a 
rainy day. Those who spent the month of 
October, 1381, in Minnesota, will remember 


it as a season of almost continual storm, 
during which, even when there was no absolute 
rainfall, there was an unwholesome mist float¬ 
ing in the air. Occasionally the sun shone, 
but not with sufficient power to make an im¬ 
pression. Farm-labor was almost suspended. 
The potatoes rotted in the ground, and the 
wheat grew in the stack. The streets of Ven¬ 
ice were scarcely more liquid than the streets 
of St. Paul. Danger-signals were erected 
in the fashionable avenues to warn teamsters 
away from fathomless depths of mud. Hack¬ 
ney-coaches wore stalled there, and their 
horses were detached, leaving the vehicles 
to be extracted by the processes of engineer¬ 
ing. So impassable were the roads, that the 
fuel-supply was unequal to the demand, and 
invalids were obliged to go to bed to keep 
warm, and public schools were closed because 
their pupils were frozen out. 

Still the rainfall of this month was less than 
four inches and a half. Many a single shower 
in the warm latitudes precipitates an equal 
amount of water. Indeed, there are records 
of rains in which as much water has fallen in 
one daj T as falls in Minnesota during the year; 
but, as a light rainfall docs ■ not necessarily 
mean a dry atmosphere, neither does an exces¬ 
sive precipitation invariably make a wet one. 
The water may flow 7 away quickly, leaving no 
sign ; and the next clay the sun may shine as 
brightly as ever. Better, therefore, for the 
lunge, is an occasional drenching than a per¬ 
petual drizzle. While it must be admitted 
that the weather of the October just quoted, 
although no\ so bad as that of the September 
preceding, was yet exceptional in the extreme, 
still such exceptions could hardly occur in a 
very dry climate. 

The student of physical geography would 
scarcely expect to find the Climate of Minne¬ 
sota a dry one. An average of such statistics 
as the writer has at hand indicates that rain 
or snow falls at least every third day in St. 
Paul. The state is almost directly under the 
influence of the Great Lakes, and is itself 
threaded with rivers, and dotted with lakes. 
Of the latter there are eight thousand worthy 
of the name, besides innumerable ponds. Two 
large river-systems receive their waters from 
the drainage of this region. The swamp¬ 
lands of the state play an important part in 
its area, as the maps of the land-office ©how. 
A large share of its forests are afloat upon 
ancient marshes. Cranberries and rheumatism 
abound. The Red River region is celebrated 
for its floods. At one time that stream was 
popularly said to be thirty miles wide; and 
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the traveller down its valley was obliged to 
proceed by alternate stages of land and water, 
the eteamljoat being utilized when the railway* 
cars began to swim. Then it was that the 
facetious pilgrim from St, Paul to Winnipeg 
was, according to his habitual description of 
the journey, throe days out of sight of land. 
It was a joke, to be sure ; but such jokes are 
not heard in a dry climate. 

The moisture of the atmosphere of Minne¬ 
sota is the salvation of the state; it makes 
agriculture a possibility and a success. Given 
the same amount of rainfall in another lati¬ 
tude, and under more arid climatic condi¬ 
tions, and her wheat-fields would be blighted. 
As it is, her scanty rains, with the exception 
of a few showers in summer, fall slowly and 
gently; in times of drought the thirsty air 
freights itself with moisture from the abundant 
water-surface of the state ; and these sources 
of humidity are re-enforced by the prolonged 
irrigation resulting from the melting of the 
winter snows and the thawing of the frozen 
ground in spring. 

The beneficial effects of ..an unclouded sun 
in the treatment of consumption may, per¬ 
haps, be overrated. The dweller in a rainless 
atmosphere, dazzled by the perpetual bright¬ 
ness, and with lungs parched bj r the heat and 
dust and dryness of the air, might come at 
last to long for an occasional rainy day, as the 
traveller in the desert longs for the shadow of 
the palm. But, at any rate, our weather bureau 
could scarcely do better work than to give us 
a 4 sunshine map, 1 upon which the statistics 
of hourly observations the year round, upon 
the state of the sky, should be graphically 
portrayed. Such frequent observations could 
be taken without inconvenience, as it would 
not be necessary for the observer to remain at 
a fixed station for that purpose. Such a map 
would show by depths of shading the relative 
amounts of sunshine and cloud at any place} 
and the invalid could select at a glance a resi¬ 
dence which would have the desired propor¬ 
tion of these conditions. The complexion of 
Minnesota upon such a map would probably 
not vary widely from the average. 

As has been seen, thei*e is also a popular 
belief that the air of Minnesota is in a very 
rarefied condition. In the interests of meteor¬ 
ology, that superstition must be met and com¬ 
bated. The only cause of rarefaction of 
atmosphere worth considering here is elevation 
above the sea, Minnesota, as one might 
guess from its position in the Mississippi val¬ 
ley, is a low country. The mean elevatioft of 
the United States above, sea-level is about 


twenty-five hundred feet. The average ele¬ 
vation of Minnesota is considerably less than 
half that number. Indeed, its 4 height of 
land ’ falls much below twenty-five hundred 
feet. Therefore a large proportion of visitors 
to that state move into a heavier atmosphere 
than that which they have loft; but unfortu¬ 
nately they do not know that fact, and, under 
the influence of their imaginations, the}' find 
their breath wonderfully shortened. The ele¬ 
vation of St. Paul above the sea is seven hun¬ 
dred or eight hundred feet; that of the plateau 
region of New York is from a thousand to two 
thousand feet. I once knew a lady to remove 
from the latter to the former place, thus going 
down hill and into a denser atmosphere. Ar¬ 
riving in St. Paul, she could with difficulty 
climb a flight of stairs, owing to the lightness 
of the air, as she expressed it. When in¬ 
formed of her mistake, she was indignant, and 
resented the information. People do not like 
to give up their errors, even if they are un¬ 
comfortable ones. Having come a thousand 
miles in search of novelty, it was strange and 
cruel if she could not be allowed to enjoy that 
novelty which is supposed to be characteristic 
of the west, — a rarefied atmosphere. With 
all its benefits, science works mankind an oc¬ 
casional mischief. The mountaineers of old 
suffered no inconvenience from their exalted 
position until the meteorologist came along, 
and explained to them that the air grew con¬ 
stantly thinner as they approached the clouds. 
Even to-day the unlearned inhabitants of our 
Rocky Mountain region make no complaints 
of a difficult respiration. It is only the scien¬ 
tific tourists who pant by the aneroid, and 
cough up a little blood when they cross th<£ 
timber-line. Whether appreciated or not, 
however, it is certain that the air of the up¬ 
lands is less* substantial food for the lungs 
than that of the low countries; and it is the 
density of the atmosphere, and not the reverse, 
which is to the advantage of Minnesota as a 
home for the consumptive. There are many 
people who advise this unfortunate to seek out 
some elevated region in which to livb, but 
there are very few who can give any reason 
for this counsel. A learned doctor tells us in 
one of the late magazines, that the harmful 
substance known as carbonic-acid gas is more 
abundant near the level of the sea. Certainly; 
since there is more air to .the cubic measure 
at a low elevation, there is naturally more 
carbonic acid f which exists in the atmosphere, 
whether hi^h or low, in a certain percentage 
of the whwe; but there is at the same time 
more of the saving grace of oxygen, which 
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the invalid is after. It is true that carbonic 
acid has a way of accumulating in low and 
unventilated recesses; but there are cellars, 
crevices, and deep and narrow valleys in the 
highlands as well as on the lower levels. As 
well recommend thin soup to the hungry mau 
as to advise the sick man, whose one lung must 
do the duty of two, to breathe thin air. 
Should he climb the mountains to Leadville, 
he will be warned away by the inhabitants of 
that city*, who will inform him, in the rude 
poetry of the mines, that a healthy man has 
to fan the air up into a corner in order to get 
enough for a breath. 

The atmosphere is not necessarily dry at a 
great altitude, as some suppose, nor damp in 
the lowlands. There are lofty swamps and 
low deserts. The mountain peaks, according 
to the poet, milk the clouds ; and in some parts 
of the world the mountaineer is more sure of 
his daily rain than of his daily bread. Mount 
Taylor, in New Mexico, is called the 4 Mother 
of rain * by the imaginative Indiana. On the 
other hand, the deserts of California, which 
are below the level of the sea, are so dry, that, 
in the language of the plains, the jack-rabbit 
has to pack his water with him when he goes 
upon a journey. 

As to the thousands who have been rescued 
from death by the 4 pure, rarefied, and dry 
atmosphere 9 of Minnesota, this is a matter 
of town talk, which impartial observation does 
not confirm, and which there is no census to 
deny. In this connection I would challenge 
the champion of the most celebrated sanita¬ 
rium for consumptives to produce a list of the 
patients who have 4 got better * under his 
notice, and I will match against him an equally 
honest observer from some undistinguished 
and unpretentious and confessedly unhealthy 
locality, whose proportional record of improve¬ 
ments will be equally favorable. Why, then, 
should the sick man become a wanderer, as 
he certainly will if he once starts in chase of 
the ignUfatuus of a climate cure? 

Fiunk D. Y. Cabpknteh. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 
Prehensile feet of the crows. 

IN nos. 10,18, and 20 of Science' are communica¬ 
tions by different writers on the Intelligence of crows, 
suggested by one of mine in no. 10. I beg to add 
one more, concluding what I have to say on this 
subject. 

AU seem agreed as to the intelligence of these 
birds; but few, I find on Inquiry, have seen them 
seise or carry objects In their claws. Yet no amount 
of negative testimony should Invalidate toy observe- 
Hon on the Italian bird, when taken In connection 


with the further evidence to be given. We all look 
at nature piecemeal; and it is certainly unreasonable 
to assume that one is in error because he claims to 
have seen through his pin-hole something which an¬ 
other has not observed through hi*. 

I agree with the doubters, that crows ordinarily use 
their bills, and not their claws, in seizing and carrying 
their food. In confirmation of what I claim to have 
seen, £ will adduce similar instances, noticed by 
others as well as myself, In the Corvidae. I cannot 
positively assert that the biwl I saw was C. corone; 
it might have been C. cornix, possibly C. frugilegus, 
but, at any rate, a crow, for It had the flight, the 
proportions, the color, the voice, and the boldness of 
these birds. 

As to crows not nesting among rocks, this is gen¬ 
erally true of the American crow (C. Americanos); 
but the European C. corone, a larger and more soli¬ 
tary species, prefers the sides of steep rocks, as also 
does the hooded C. cornix. Both the American and 
European ravens often nest in inaccessible cliffs, and 
so do the rooks. 

To begin with the largest. I have seen C. corax 
In Iceland holding and carrying in its claws fish- 
heads from the beaches, and, when disturbed, from 
one barren crag to another, — an object too large and 
too heavy to be conveniently carried in the bill, and 
too precious to be left behind where food is so scarce. 
I have seen C. carnivorus, in the winter wilderness 
of Lake Superior, carrying in the same way what 
looked like a squirrel or rabbit. It is well known 
that both these birds, when wounded, will strike 
savagely with their claws, like a bird of prey; which, 
being perching birds, according to our classifications 
they had no scientific right to do. 

Of the fish-crow (C. ossifragus), Wilson {Amer. 
omith v. 27) writes, 44 their favorite haunts being 
about the banks of tho river, along which they usu¬ 
ally sailed, dextrously snatching up with their clam 
[the Italics arc mine] dead fish or other garbage that 
floated on the surface;” and, on p. 28(op. eft.), “These 
(a singular kind of lizard) the crow would frequently 
seize with Ms claws, as he flew along the surface, and 
retire to tjie summit of a dead tree to enjoy his re¬ 
past.” AhH^ibon (Orn. Wop., it. 260) says the same. 
Clark’s Columbian crow is said to do the same thing, 
and its claws are sharp and raptorial. I have seen 
this species, along the shallows of the coast of North 
Carolina, seize and carry off in its claws living fish 
from the shoals over which it flew. 

Buffon, Ohenu, Wilson, and Nuttall allude to the 
custom of capturing crows by fastening one on its 
back, feet upward, on the ground: its cries bring its 
companions to the rescue, one of whom is sure to be 
seized,»nd held by the claws of the prisoner. 

For several summers I lived in the next house to a 
tame and speaking crow, which often came in front 
of the kitchen in quest of food. One day a half* 
eaten ear of boiled corn was thrown to him. While 
engaged in picking it, holding it by the claws, as is 
the habit with the crows, he was disturbed by the 
attacks of a barking terrier. Keeping him at bay for 
a time by vigorous pecks, he finally tried to carry the 
ear in his bill to a favorite perch In a low cedar. As 
he seized It, first at one end and then at another, the 
leverage of the free end was such that it gave his 
head and neck very uncomfortable twists. He finally 
perched upon the ear in defence of bis food, anti, 
clinching it tightly in his claws, flew with it, in my 
sight, toms perch a few feet distant. 

Ttfn B. A* Samuels (author of the * Birds of New 
England’) writes to me (Aug. 2, 1888), 41 1 have 
known of Its seizing with one foot—-and hopping 
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with the other —various small articles of food, in 
one case a small frog;” and also, “I have often seen 
the crow hold a frog or acorn firmly, with one foot 
on the ground or on a ienee-raiJ, while he pecked 
away with his hill.” Similar Instances I remember 
to have road about, and one In the Bulletin of the 
Nuttall ornithological club, where it is described as 
holding a small bird, which It had killed in an aviary, 
In Its claws, while H tore It in pieces with its bill, like 
a bird of prey. 

The claws of the shrikes, weaker than those of 
the crows, and quite a* insossorial, are used to seize 
and carry prey. A few winters ago I saw a shrike 
killed on the Boston public garden by the city for¬ 
ester’s men, which bad in its claws, during its night, 
a still living English sparrow. That the crows in 
the 1 above-mentioned instances, though perching 
birds, do use their claws as prehensile organs, I 
regard as evidence of their intelligence and reason¬ 
ing power, which enable them, under exceptional 
circumstances, to use their perching feet for raptorial 
urposes. We must not measure animal intelligence 
y our Imperfect and arbitrary zoological classifica¬ 
tions. Since the writings of F. Cuvier, Flourens, 
and Fde, it seems impossible to deny the possession 
of a reasoning intelligence to animals below man. 

Leaving out of view the instance mentioned in 
no. 13, I think X have adduced sufficient evidence 
that the crows do HOtnetlme* — lhat is, when they find 
it necessary — seize and carry objects in their claws, 
like birds of prey. Samuel Kneel and. 

An interesting sun-spot 

The accompanying sketch represents the remarkable 
sun-spot of July (which was visible to the naked eye), 
and Is of particular Interest, I did not see it in Its 
early or formative period, when this was taken; but 
from my knowledge of Mr. Very's experience and 
skill I have no doubt of the trustworthiness of the 
drawing in all its details. Ills remarks supply all 
the further Information needed. S. P. Lanoley. 

Cambridge, Aug. 21,1883, 

I enclose a sketch of a large and unusually inter¬ 
esting sun-spot, as It appeared through the great 
equatorial of the Allegheny observatory, of 13 inches 
aperture, with the polarizing eye-pieco. The drawing 
was made on the 2fith of July, 1888. 



The spot, while not so large as some, exhibited 
considerable activity and a remarkable assembly of 
odd form*, some of which appear so conflicting that 
it Is difficult to imagine how’they cau exist side by 


side. The strong Inrush from the fotlowing side gave 
one the idea of a viscid sh^et or ribbon, rather than 
that of a bundle of filaments. It bore a striking re¬ 
semblance to some of (he forms which taffy assumes 
under the confectioner’s manipulation. On the upper 
or northern side the filaments were more graceful, 
slender, and grasa-llke. The southern part was re¬ 
markable for the length and intensity of Us curved 
filaments. (The longest could certainly be traced 
through more than 15,000 miles.) But perhaps the 
most curious portion was the centre, where a mass, 
possessed of photospheHc brilliancy and fringed with 
curved and tangled threads, gave one the Impression 
that a recently erupted facula, formed somehow In 
the very middle of the spot, was being torn to pieces 
by conflicting currents. 

Numerous local whirls were evident, and the south¬ 
east half of the spot had a decidedly cyclonic appear¬ 
ance, the rotation being in an opposite-direction to the 
hands of a watch. (It is to be remembered, lhat 
the drawing giveB the appearance of a projection, and 
is therefore the reverse of a view by direct vision.) 
The north-west half of the spot did not show any 
such rotational tendency. F. W. Vkey, 

Allegheny, Aug. 20, 1888. 

The right whale of the North Atlantic. 

I am sufficiently impressed by the utter absurdity 
of occupying your valuable pages in discussing non- 
essentials; yet I am called upon by your critic to clear 
up two points remaining, both or which in any case 
hardly deserve serious notice. I will endeavor to close 
this correspondence by stating the facts. 

Referring to Scoresby’s pictures of the Greenland 
whale, I was led to attribute to the first or earlier 
one another authorship, from seeing in it so much 
error and exaggeration; and this because Iliad just 
read in Scoresby’s book the following (Arct. reg., vol, 
l, p. 447. 1820): 14 1 have confined my engravings, as 
well as my descriptions, to those animals that have 
come immediately under my own examination, or 
have been sketched by persons on whose accuracy 
and faithfulness I could fully depend; while drawings 
that I have met with, when the least doubtful, have 
been altogether rejected.” 

HU second figure being so nearly correct, having 
evidently been carefully drawn from an entirely dif¬ 
ferent and natural study of the animal, it was easy 
to assume, that, having first taken at second-hand an 
ill-considered sketch, he promptly replaced It by a bet¬ 
ter one. In this view it should not be assumed that 
we had any thing but the kindliest motives In thus 
speaking of this most eminent and valued man's 
work, Ip Scoresby’s 1 Arctic regions* (ed, 1820) the 
second figure of the Greenland whale appears. The 
caudal region, including the flukes, is entirely re¬ 
drawn, showing the various elements that make up 
the beauty of those parts, as the carinae, etc. The 
other features, unfortunately, are not improved; yet 
more unfortunate is the fact that the earlier figure, 
with all Its imperfections, has come down to us in 
most of the more important works. 

With reference to the corrections of Scoresby’s 
figures, we may point to an old work In the library 
of the American muietim, which, by the way, is not 
noticed in Mr, Allen’S bibliography; namely,“ His- 
tolre des p£ches, des ddCouvertes et des dtablisse- 
mens des Rollamiols dans ies mers du Nord, etc. 
Far Le C. Bernard DeReste. Tome premier. A 
Paris, 1801.'* This is an octavo volume, devoted 
almost entirely to cetaceans, and has large copper¬ 
plate engraving*, one of aiblcli Contains a right male 
labelled B. tranche, and another the sperm whale. 
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The former figure is in some respects better than 
Scon^by’s, aa to form ami proportions; but a most 
singular treatment has evidently been accorded it. 
The elements of the figure have been transposed, and 
the belly made to nerve the purpose of back, and vice 
verm. It Is evident that the figure was copied from 
a real rpodel, as the baleen Is shown correctly, thougJW* 
it projects in one place outside the mouth. 

The remaining point relates to the authorship of 
the volume on whales In the * Naturalists 1 library,’ 
The portion of the titiepage of our edition relating 
to this point reads as follows: “Mammalia — whales, 
etc. By Robt. Hamilton, Esq., M. 1)., F.U.S.E., etc, 1 ’ 

We now desire to ask our critic how much remains 
to justify the serious charges which he has caused to 
be distributed wide-cast over the scientific world, to 
more or less inevitable damage to Institution and 
person. J. B. Holder. 

If Dr. Holder Is satisfied with the way he has met 
* the serious charges, 1 I am quite willing to here rest 
the matter; failing, as I do, to see that any of them 
are materially vitiated by his defence, while, aiqld the 
obscurity of much irrelevant matter, All of the more 
important ones are virtually conceded. 

In regard to the authondiip of the volume on whales 
in the 4 Naturalists' library/ not only have 1, as I have 
said before, examined anonymous copies of the ori¬ 
ginal edition, and found It given as anonymous in 
bibliographies, but have seen it attributed by contem¬ 
porary British cetologists to J aril hie. The discovery, 
however, of a copy by Dr. Holder, having Hamilton’s 
name as author on the titiepage, of course settles the 
question. J. A, Allen. 

Achenial hairs of Seueoio. 

Mr. Jos F. James does not know of any expla¬ 
nation of the use of the threads which are projected 
from the hairs on the achenia of most species of 8ene- 
cio, etc. Before calling ou Science to help him, he 
might read up his text-books, say Gray's Structural 
botany, p. 30U. Botanic ulus. 

Kalmia or rhododendron. 

In reply to Dr. Abbott, in Science lor Aug. 17,1 
will call hla attention to the fact that the woods of the 
kalmia and the rhododendron are quite UUtinct in 
appearance, and are not Ukely to be mistaken the one 
for the other. The kalmia wood is frequently found 
In commerce, in the form of handles for tools, such as 
chisels and the like. The wood is of a very light pink, 
•with darker streaks through it resembling cells tilled 
with woody fibre. 

The rhododendron wood is destitute of such mark¬ 
ing. As to size, 1 have seen plenty of the kalmia, 
four and five inches through the butt, in the moun¬ 
tains of Virginia; and have had in my possession 
sticks, large enough for any such purpose as the 
Doctor names, from eastern Pennsylvania. The rho¬ 
dodendron la an extremely rare plant in Chester and 
Delaware counties, Pehn., but the kalmia Is common. 

8. P. bHAKPLES. 

Boston, Aug. 22. 

TEE SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERS. 

Transactions of the American society of mechanical , 

engineers. Vol. HL New York, lfeS2. 850 p. 

illustr. 8<». 

Tins third volume of the transactions of the 
youngest of the three great societies of engi¬ 
neers in the Uhited States Is a well-printed large 


octavo of over three hundred pages. It con¬ 
tains a list of the officers ami members of the 
society, Us rules, the proceedings of the Phila¬ 
delphia meeting of 1882, and the proceedings 
at a memorial session in remembrance of Dr. 
A. JL. Holley, a distinguished engineer and a 
founder of the society. The proceedings at 
the latter meeting consisted of an introduc¬ 
tory address by president R. M. Thurston, in 
eulogy of the deceased, and a formal tribute 
to his memory by Mr. J. C. Bayles, Die ora¬ 
tor appointed by a committee for the occasion. 
Many members, as well as the appointed ora¬ 
tors, paid earnest and eloquent tribute to the 
great engineer. 

Among the more generally interesting and 
important papers, are those of Professor Kgles- 
ton, on the appointment of a government com¬ 
mission to test iron, steel, and other metals; 
Gr. W. Bond, on the Pratt & Whitney 4 stand¬ 
ard gauge system ; * Professor Robinson, on the 
thermodynamics of the Worthington pumping- 
engine ; an essay on the progress of engineer¬ 
ing science from 182J to 1882, by Mr. Fraley 
of the Franklin institute; the windmill as a 
prime motor, by Mr. Wolff; and a long paper 
on the several efficiencies of the steam-engine, 
by Professor R. H. Thurston. 

Professor Egleston gives a history of a 
movemeut amoug the engineers and scientific 
and business men of the country, to secure the 
establishment of a permanent commission to 
determine, by direct investigation, the absolute 
and relative values of constructive materials in 
the UnitOdjStates. Under the lead of the So¬ 
ciety of clvu engineers, such a commission was 
demanded by a very large number of the lead¬ 
ing men of the country, and was created by act 
of Congress in the year 1875. It consisted of 
Col. Laidley, Gen, Gilmore, Cora. Beardslee, 
Chief-engineer Smith, Dr. A. L. Holley, and 
Professor Thurston, the latter acting a9 secre¬ 
tary. This commission, in tho course of two 
years, working amidst, many discouragements, 
did an enormous amount of work ; the results 
of which are published in a report consisting 
of two large and fully illustrated volumes re¬ 
cently Issued from the government press. The 
commission was not well sustained. Congress 
refused to oontinue its appropriations; and it 
ceased to exist, despite the protest of all the 
leading techniealsocieties, polytechnic schools, 
the principal colleges, and such associations as 
that of the iron and steel makers. The effort 
is now making, to revive this commission, and 
to secore the continuance of its work. The 
publication of the enormous mass of informa¬ 
tion acquired by the board during the period of 
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its short life is hoped to give good argument 
in favor of prompt and liberal action by an¬ 
other congress, in which, it is believed, there 
may be a sufficient number of intelligent and 
patriotic members to carry the measure through 
without regard to politics, 

Mr. Bond describes the method adopted by 
Professor Rogers of Cambridge, and himself, 
to secure for Messrs. Pratt & Whitney of Hart¬ 
ford a standard system of exact measures for 
use in creating a basis for gauges to bo used 
in the United States in general machine con¬ 
struction. The comparator built by the firm, 
under the advice of these gentlemen, is used* 
Its readings, with its 4 B' microscope, are 
made from divisions measuring 0,000016 
inches. The company has now a sot of end 
measures running by sixteenths to four inches, 
and a complete plant for making them accur¬ 
ately to within the forty-thousandth of an 
inch, a magnitude which can be detected by 
an expert workman. 

Professor Robinson gives the theory of the 
peculiar form of pumping-engine known as the 
Worthington engine. This is a Wolff form of 
compound engine in its general arrangement, 
built without fly-wheel and in pairs, and so con¬ 
structed that each double engine has its valve- 
motion operated by the opposite machine. He 
shows that, theoretically, the 4 tandem * type of 
this combination excels all the other jxmsible 
adjustments of the engine, in its probable 
efficiency. The efficiency is not modified per¬ 
ceptibly by the ordinary slight variations of the 
exponent of the expansion curve. Numeri¬ 
cal results of the use of the formulas are given 
in tabular form. The paper is illustrated by 
engravings of the several forms and parts of 
these engines. 

Dr. Fraley describes the formation, the 
growth, and the work of the Franklin institute 
of the state of Pennsylvania. It was organized 
in 1824, and has been in active operation ever 
since. It established the first regular draw¬ 
ing-school in the United States, and has kept 
it in successful operation for fifty }^ears. It 
has occasionally given exhibitions'of domestic 
manufactures and products, has gathered to¬ 
gether a grdat library, cabinets of materials, 
models, and machines, and has for many years 
regularly published a journal devoted to ap¬ 
plied science and the arts. 

Mr. Wolff gives the results of investigations 
of the efficiency and power of windmills, and 
presents a table, calculated in the course of 
his studies of the subject, of the relations be¬ 
tween the pressure and the velocity ot the 
wind at various temperatures, —- the first in 


which the density and temperature of the at¬ 
mosphere are taken into account. 

Professor Thurston occupies nearly fifty 
pages in the discussion of the several efficien¬ 
cies of the steam-engine, including the total 
commercial efficiency. Expressions are given 
by which to determine the best proportions of 
steam-boilers for given costs of boiler and fttcl, 
storage, etc. The best area of heating surface 
per pound of fuel burned on the grate varies 
as the square root of the quotient of all annual 
expenses variable with the cost of fhel, reck¬ 
oned per pound of coal and per square foot of 
grate, by the sum of all annual expenses per 
square foot of boating surface and per square 
foot of grate, the latter being reckoned only 
so far as they are dependent on the size of 
boiler. The efficiency of engine is found to 
be dependent upon both the ratio of expan¬ 
sion, and the method of variation of waste by 
internal cylinder condensation with the point 
of cut-off. Tables are given of the probable 
best points of cut-off in the various standard 
types of engines, at various pressures of steam ; 
and also of the probable minimum weights of 
steam and of good coal required by such en¬ 
gines at various best ratios of expansion. 

The ‘ efficiency of capital * is found to be 
dependent upon similar quantities, as well as 
upon the costs of fUel, attendance, operation, 
etc. The theory of the efficiencies of the ideal 
engine with non-conducting cylinder is given, 
and both algebraic and graphical methods of 
solving problems are presented and illustrated. 
The theory of the efficiencies of real engines is 
next treated, and the defects of the Rankine 
system are remedied. The 4 general equation 
of all steam-engine efficiencies * is given, as 
deduced by Professor Thurston, and a series 
of problems falling under the general head are 
treated by the production of the necessary 
formulas* and by a graphical construction in¬ 
volving the use of his taewly discovered ‘ curve 
of efficiency/ One-hdlf of the paper is de¬ 
voted to the solution of various important 
problems arising in the practice of the engineer 
and previously unsolved. Tables follow giv¬ 
ing the results as applicable to the common 
forms of steam-engine, and showing the enor¬ 
mous differences in economy and in the best 
ration of expansion, size of engine, etc., pro¬ 
duced by the occurrence of cylinder condensa¬ 
tion, a form of waste hitherto untreated by 
writers on thermodynamics and the theory of 
the steam-engine. He says, “ By the use 
of this, or some more exhefc method, the art 
of proportioning the steam-engine can be ele¬ 
vated to the r«5e of a branch of the science of 
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engineering ; and that part of the science which 
lms hitherto been in a most unsatisfactory con¬ 
dition, as viewed from the standpoint of the 
engineer engaged in its application, may be 
found to take a comparatively complete and 
useful form.” 


GEOLOGY OF PHILADELPHIA . 

The qeoloqy of Philadelphia : a lecture delivered fa- 
ftre the Frnnkhn institute * Jan . 7#, 1888. By 
Professor Henry Carviu, Lewis. Philadel¬ 
phia, 1883. 21 p. 8°. 

The author has distributed his pamphlet 
edition of this important paper, which deserves 
extended notice, and has placed him in the 
front rank of the young prosecutors of original 
research in the field of geology in this country. 
This memoir, and his previous lecture on the 
Ice age in Pennsylvania, have the rare merits 
that they are solid contributions to our knowl¬ 
edge from the first to the last pages; that 
they are almost exclusively due to the personal 
labors of the young geologist who brings them 
in their very complete form before the world; 
that they are closely and fairly reasoned out, 
and lucidly expressed. The great societies of 
the learned which require for membership the 
production of a work showing important, new, 
and original researches, have accepted many 
essays inferior in all these particulars to the 
subject of this review. To fully appreciate its 
merit, one must consider how very vague were 
the notions of geologists (including the large 
and growing class of Philadelphia geologists) 
as to om* superficial deposits, before its appear¬ 
ance. The great influence of Louis Agassiz, 
and his theories of universal glaciation, had 
restricted the number of those who sought to 
define the action of glaciers in our continental 
geology^, by extending the limits of this action 
over the tropics. The explanation of any thing 
obscure by the words 4 glacial action * became 
almost as common as the explanation of any 
thing difficult in physiology used to be by the 
words 1 lusus natnrao*’ 

It required, therefore, peculiar independence 
of thought to break loose from these Active 
(always the most insurmountable) fetters, and 
to see the phenomena with one’s own eyes. 
Besides this, it required laborious journeys, 
patient note-taking, and attentive reading of 
what others had done, in order to do justice to 
the subject, and prepare a monograph upon it. 
All these Professor Lewis has accomplished; 
and. though much remains to be done, few 
presented so complete and neat a view of 
subject ns he has* ■' 


It will already appear to be the writer’s 
view, that his matter, and his manner of pre¬ 
senting it, have been found admirable, though 
as to the latter, his system, while supported 
by a clear style, will necessarily present some 
difficulties to the superficial reader. He could 
cither have begun from the exterior and older 
boundaries of Ins superficial formations, and 
have proceeded inwards towards the present 
river Delaware ; or he could have adopted his 
present plan of commencing iu the middle 
with the red gravel, — inverting somewhat the 
order of the overlying sediments by consider¬ 
ing the alluvium next (which is at the top of 
all), taking next the Trenton gravel (which 
underlies the hitter), and completing the upper 
part of the column by treating of the Phila¬ 
delphia brick clay (which belongs between the 
upland terrace material, first mentioned, and 
the Trenton gravel),—and then following the 
column downward through the red, yellow, and 
Htyn-Mawr gravels, finishing by a short sketch 
of the underlying rock formations ; or he might 
have proceeded geographically from the newer 
deposits on the river, outwards to the Bryn- 
Mawr terrace. 

The writer confesses, that, in view of the per¬ 
fectly consistent theory which Professor Lewis 
has evolved, it would seem easier to follow the 
chronological order of the events which this 
theory comprehends, even though the geo¬ 
graphical sequence were somewhat disturbed; 
but this criticism does not affect the real value 
of his results. 

Those who read this essay as carefully as it 
deserves will bo rewarded by obtaining a very 
probable history of tins portion of our conti¬ 
nent during post-tertiary time, with its submer¬ 
gences and elevations and the consequences 
thereof. It is perhaps to be regretted that 
Professor Lewis has not treated with the same 
care the subordinate part of his subject, to 
which lie devotes a few concluding words; 
that is to say, the 4 gneiss,* the * auroral lime¬ 
stone/ and the 4 triassie sandstone.’ Thus, he 
confounds the views of two masters of our 
American geology in ascribing the. gneiss of 
Philadelphia iu the same breath to the IIurom¬ 
an and the Mont Alban. 1 

It is also somewhat vague to say 4 the gneiss 
of the Rooky Mountains of Colorado; ’ since 
there are different gneisses belonging to differ¬ 
ent ages there, some of them probably Mont 
Alban, some Huronian, and some very likely 
Lnurentian. 

Ag&in: it is conceded by most Philadelphia 

1 Compnro Dr. T. Hwrry UuuC# view, 20 gaol. «urv. vf 
I’mtfl,, vol. E. p. 300. 
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geologists, that the section of gneiss along the 
left hunk of the Schuylkill in the. Park is not 
a fair representation of the stratigraphy of the 
measures. The structure here does not agree 
with that on the oilier side of the river for long 
distances within the limits of the Park, nor 
with that exposed by the cuts made for streets, 
etc., at short distances back from the river on 
this bank. Nor is it exact to say that the 
measures here dip ‘ at high angles ; ’ since with 
the exception of a few hundred feet north of 
Lemon Hill, where one dip of GO 0 occurs, the 
dips for three miles arc usually 30°, and never 
over 40°. 

Under the caption of ‘Primal sandstone/ 
it is the perpetuation of an error to call the 
4 sagging * of rocks standing at high angles 
4 creep.* This term is employed by glacialists 
and mining engineers in two senses quite dif¬ 
ferent from that which Professor Lewis intends 
to convey, and different from each other. 
Again : 4 hydro-mica slates ’ is a contradiction 
in terms, though not infrequently used. Jf the 
rocks are slates , they cannot contain hydro- 
miens, except as adventitious components. The 
last paragraph of this little pamphlet is very 
neat and well put; but we may be allowed to 
dissent from Professor Lewis in the statement 
that the marble of our doorsteps' 4 tells of an 
ocean inhabited by no fishes: * at least, mine 
does not tell me what were not in the ocean 
in which it was formed. 

The blemishes in the main work are both few 
and superficial. Thus (p. 9), it is a little too 
hasty to infer, merely from the absence of shells 
or organic remains in a brick clay deposited 
on a gravel, that the water 4 had a temperature 
too low to support life; ’ p. 11, the colors of 
the red and yellow gravels are not satisfacto¬ 
rily accounted for by the 4 presence of a large 
body of water; ’ there is a slightly subjective 
trace in the assertion on the same page, that 
44 there is no trace of glacial action in Penn¬ 
sylvania south of the terminal moraine, not¬ 
withstanding all statements to tho contrary 
hitherto made by other geologists/’—which 
is in contrast with the modest style of other 
parts of the work; p. 14, 4 Bryn Mawr age’ 
is not a perfectly clear designation for the 
time or times when the gravels called by this 
name were being deposited, especially as there 
are crystalline rocks exposed at Bryn Mawr. 

Notwithstanding these trivial faults (as the 
writer conceives them to be), the memoir will 
serve not only to teach our young students of 
geology to reason from these facts, but will 
live long, if not permanently, in our literature. 

June 26,1883. PEKStFOtt FRAZER. 


THE IROQUOIS BOOK OF RITES . 

The Iroquois hook of rite*. Edited by Horatio 

Hack Ph i kidel ph ia, Brintan , 1383. ( Brin ton ’ s 

Libr. Amer. lit., no ii.) 222 p. tP. 

Those who still hold in remembrance the 
valuable contributions to linguistics made by 
Mr. Horatio Hale while connected with the 
4 Wilkes exploring expedition,’ will be pleased 
to know that from his retirement in Canada lie 
now sends forth this most interesting work. 
The reputation of the author, added to this fas¬ 
cinating title, will insure its favorable reception 
not only by ethnologists, but also the reading 
public. This aboriginal 4 Iroquois Veda/ which 
furnishes, the title, and which may be consid¬ 
ered a remarkable discovery and indisputably 
of great ethnological value, is presented in its 
original Mohawk, With the English translation. 
An introduction of ten chapters precedes the 
Book of rites. These are devoted to the gen¬ 
eral history of the Iroquois, their league and 
its founders, condolence council, clans and 
classes, laws of the league, historical tradi¬ 
tions, and their character, policy, and language. 
Portions of these chapters are deductions from 
tho book which follows therm 

The boundary-line between either folk-lore 
or myths, and actual history, is always so 
vague, that, even in the relation of facts, it is 
no easy task in their details to so discriminate 
as to keep truth clear from the brilliant color¬ 
ing of tradition and conjecture. Especially is 
this the case when an author with. inherited 
literary taste and vivid imagination enters a 
realm where the temptation to allow them full 
scope is as great as in the early history of the 
Jroquois. Accordingly, we find among these 
chapters, many of which indicate immense 
research and are of great value both ethno- 
logically and philologies Uv, those (such as the 
4 league and its founders ’) wherein the charac¬ 
ters are portrayed in so exalted a manner that 
the sceptical reader will lie disposed to assign 
the story of Hiawatha, as given in all Us mi¬ 
nute details, not to the realm of mythology 
even, but to that of classic historical romance. 
Much less will they be willing to accept it As 
sober Indian history five hundred years behind 
its present semi-civilized condition. * The chap¬ 
ter on the 4 Iroquois language ’ may be consid¬ 
ered one of the most important* scientifically, 
of those in the introduction ; and it is probably 
one of the best outlines of their formation nnd 
structure ever published in English, concern* 
ing any one of the Iroquois dialects. This fact 
quite throws tlie doubt on Mr. Hale’s state¬ 
ment that no one except Father Cuoq would 
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be competent to prepare a grammar of these 
dialects. With due respect for the great erudi¬ 
tion of Father Guoq, whose special studies have 
been in Algonquin, although a missionary to 
both tribes, we would say that the materials 
fVom which the reverend father prepared both 
bis Lexique and the Iroquois portion of hie 
Longues sauvagos are through the courtesy of 
the Itev. Fathers Antoine and Bur tin, of the 
order Ohlat, now in the temporary possession 
of our Bureau of ethnology at Washington, 
whore, already nearly translated, they will in 
time be published in connection with the oth¬ 
er Iroquois dialects. VVe allude to the works 
of that greatest of all Mohawk scholars, the 
Rev. Father Marconx. That the rules, the re¬ 
sult of so much time and labor, can bo clearly 
and distinctly presented to us in our own 
tongue, Mr. Hale has exemplified in the few 
which he presents in this chapter. The 4 forms * 
and 4 particles’ which he has given are all from 
the Mohawk dialect, although he follows the 
example of all the Canadian authors, who dig¬ 
nify cue dialect with the title which others 
con tom l belongs properly to a group. The 
examples he gives will many of them not apply 
to some of the other dialects, more especially to 
the Onondaga and Tu scar ora. 

In following too closely the rules of the 
French missionaries, great discrimination must 
naturally be exercised. 

We do not agree, for example, with Mr. 
Ilale, in the illustration given with his remarks 
upon the duplicative form, on p. 111. 

The prefix of this form is te; the verb se¬ 
lected, ikiakn, — the same verb as given by 
Father Cuoq to illustrate this form. 

I-ktaJcB, I cut, in the act of cutting; tc- 
lelaks, I it cut in two, or divide ; hwisk is the 
Mohawk numeral Jive; hwisk te-hulks, I cut 
it into five pieces: hence te , the prefix, can¬ 
not be a synonymo of, or a literal translation 
of, the Latin hi in bisecto (l out in two), but 
a sign that the act of cutting is or may be re¬ 
peated as often as necessary. 

Again, concerning gender (p.100) ; the old 
French missionary idea of a 4 noble ’ and 4 ig¬ 
noble ’ gender — the former of which included 
4 man and deities/ and the latter 4 woman, evil 
spirits and objects' — is explained away very 
satisfactorily by Mr. Hale, until he admits with 
them the absence of any neuter form. This 
leads him into the error (p. 10#) of following 
their form of conjugation. 

The model containing the verbs 4 to love’ 
and 1 to see * arc as given originally by Father 
Marcoux, and presented to the public by Fa* 
tber Cnoq. Here the French form of conjuga¬ 


tion is used, which lacks the neuter pronoun 
‘it/ but which is supplied with the indetermi¬ 
nate pronoun 4 on.* The neuter pronoun, how¬ 
ever, does exist in these dialects as presented 
in five different chrestomathies already pre¬ 
pared. 

The translation of the third person neuter 
(p. 108), wat-kah~tos , by 4 she sees/ should 
be rendered by 4 it sees ; 9 and the third person 
singular, translated as indeterminate 4 one 
sees/ is, in fact, the third person feminine; 
and the same mistakes occur with the verb 4 to 
love/ 

These few exceptions are simply advanced 
to show how much study is yet to be given to 
these dialects, and that we cannot accept un¬ 
reservedly the opinions of even the best ac- 
knowleged authority upon languages, which, 
we are learning, cannot be made amenable to 
the grammatical rules of any known tongue. 

The author’s opinions concerning clans are 
deserving of great attention ; although many 
will be unwillingto agree with his conclusion, 
tlial, before the division of the Iroquois into 
tribes, there existed but the three presented in 
tiie Book of rites. It may be true that clans in 
some instances have been added, but we know 
of many more in our own day which have died 
out. The last male representative of the 
Rhut-kun-yah clan now occupies its chieftain’s 
seat without a single constituent, upon the 
Tuacarora reservation, while among the same 
tribe the female remnants of the snipe clan 
have been passed over into that of the turtle. 
The exanudes of the added Onondaga and 
Oneida (p; 52) among the Iroquois of east¬ 
ern Canada bear directly upon some remarks 
from a correspondent of Science in relation to 
the extra clans found among those Mohawks. 
This subject is referred to by our correspond¬ 
ent as 4 an interesting field of inquiry/ Mr. 
Hale's remarks, while suggesting a clew, are 
not free from objections. The clans are not 
called by the above names. One is termed 
the 4 calumet/ and has the pipe as its symbol, 
which it was the province of one chosen from 
this clan to present in solemn assemblies ; and 
the chief of this clan also named the deputies, 
ambassadors, etc.: hence its title of 4 Ro-te - 
seu-na-W/i-te/ from which name Mr. Hale evi¬ 
dently christens it 4 Onondaga/ whose council, 
not tribal name, is the same, signifying ‘name* 
bearers/ The council name of the Cayuga 
tribe translates literally the 4 great-pipe people ’ 
(p. 79) : eo might there not be as feasible a 
foundation for naming it the Cayuga clan? 
Moreover^ would the same reasoning hold 
good concerning the rock clan, as the council 
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name of the Oneida tribe differs on .pp. 52 
and 78? Before leaving this interesting sub¬ 
ject, we would call attention to note 5 on 
p. 147 : 44 It is deserving of notice, that the 

titles of clanship used in the language of cere¬ 
mony are not derived from the ordinary names 
oftkeniiimaU which give the clans their desig¬ 
nations. Okwaho is k wolf; ’ but a man of the 
wolf clan is called 4 TahionnL* 99 The simple 
explanation is, that, in both the Seneca and 
Oneida, 4 Tai hyo-ni* is the name of that ani¬ 
mal. One might be tempted to theorize upon 
this ; but so much is t yet to be learned regard¬ 
ing this intermingling, retention, and coining 
of words, that for the present we have but to 
collate facts which can only be clearly ex¬ 
plained or understood by a more full and com¬ 
plete comparison of the Iroquois dialects than 
has heretofore been obtainable. 

The chapter entitled the Book of rites ’ ex¬ 
plains its origin and character, the manner of 
its discovery by Mr. Ilale, and the character 
of the Indians in whose possession it was 
found. That it is a genuine Indian produc¬ 
tion there can be no manner of doubt; and 
Mr. Hale’s conclusions concerning its age are 
in all probability correct. 

The Book of rites comprises the speeches, 
songs, and other ceremonies, which, from the 
earliest period of the confederacy, are sup¬ 
posed to have composed the proceedings of 
their council when a deceased chief was la¬ 
mented, and his successor installed into office. 
The fundamental laws of the league, a list of 
their ancient towns, and the names of the 


chiefs who constituted their firat council, all 
chanted in a kind of litany, are also comprised 
in the collection. These contents arc said to 
have been preserved in the memory for many 
generations, and were written down by desire of 
the chiefs when their language was first reduced 
to writing. This manuscript, the original of 
which had been lust, Mr. Halo has, with the 
most competent Mohawk assistants, translated 
into English, and drawn from it most interest¬ 
ing conclusions regarding the character and 
policy of the Iroquois tribes, quite dissimilar 
from those generally accepted. The transla¬ 
tion, notes, and glossary exhibit the work of a 
careful student. In the free translation ren¬ 
dered by Mr. Hale to the songs, he has given 
them a metre almost suggesting the peculiar 
melody, which, in the original Mohawk, whs 
produced by intonations; for it must be re¬ 
membered, that it is one orator who must un¬ 
tiringly continue to sing and cluint, sometimes 
for twenty-four hours; and only by varying 
his key-note is he able to accomplish this 
feat. 

A book which is as suggestive as this must 
bear good fruit. Wc have called the attention 
of our readers to many disputed points in the 
hope of awakening a spirit of inquiry upon 
subjects of such vital importance, many of 
which are here presented for the first time. 
We feel assured that the hopes of the author 
regarding it will be fully realized, and that 
students of history and of the science of man 
will here find new material of permanent in¬ 
terest and value. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE. 


The evidenoe for evolution in the history of 
the extinct Mammalia . 1 

»r b. d. co pis or Philadelphia. 

The subject to which I wish to call your attention 
this morning requires neither preface nor apology, as 
it is one with the discussion of which you are perfectly 
familiar. My object In bringing it before the general 
session of the association was in view of the fact 
that you were all familiar with it in a general way, 
and that it probably interests the members of sec¬ 
tions which do not pursue the special branch to which 
it refers, as well as those which do; also, since it has 
been brought before us in various public addresses 
for many years, during the meetings of this associa¬ 
tion, I thought it might be well to be introduced at 
this meeting of this association, in order that we might 

* A looturo given in (funeral aenmion, Aug. ‘20, WR.V Bteuo* , 
graphically reported tor Scieac*. 


not omit to have all the sides of this interesting ques¬ 
tion presented. 

The Interests which are Involved In it are large: 
they are chiefly, however, of a mental and metaphysi¬ 
cal character; they do not refer so much to industrial 
and practical interests, nor do they involve questions 
of Applied science. They involve, however, ques¬ 
tions of opinion, questions of belief, questions which 
affect human happiness, I venture to say, even more 
than questions of applied science; certainly, which 
affect the happiness of the higher grades of men and 
women more than food or clothing, because they re¬ 
late to the states of our mind, explaining as they do 
the reasons of our relations to our fellow-beings, and 
to all things by which we are surrounded, and the 
general system of the forces by Which we are sur¬ 
rounded. SoJt has always appeared to me: hence I 
have selected the department of biology, and have 
taken a great Interest in this aspect of It. 



August fll, 1 m.] 


SCIENCE 


273 


The doctrine of evolution, as taught by the biolo¬ 
gists of to-day, ha< several stages as grounds or parts 
of its presentation. First, the foundation principle 
is thb: That the species of animals and of plants, 
the species of organic beings, as well as the various 
natural divisions Into which these organic beings 
fall, have not always been as we see them to*day, 
but they have been produced by a process of change 
which has progressed from age to age through the 
influence of natural laws; that, therefore, the spe¬ 
cie* which now exist are the descendants of other 
Hixjeles which have existed heretofore, by the ordinary 
processes of reproduction; and that all the various 
structures of organic beings, which make them wh*at 
they are, and which compel them to act as they now 
act, are the result of gradual or sudden modifications 
and changes during the periods of geologic time. 
That is the first phase or aspect which meets the 
naturalist or biologist. 

Another phase of the question relates to the origin 
itself of that life which is supposed to inhabit ot* 
possess organic beings. There is an hypothesis of 
evolution which derives this life from no-life, which 
derives vitality from non-vitality. That is another 
branch of the subject, to which I cannot devote much 
attention to-day. There Is still another department 
of the subject, which relates to the origin of mind, 
at><l which derives the mental organization of the 
higher animals, especially of man, from pre-existent 
types of mental organization. This gives us a gene¬ 
alogy of mind, a history of the production or creation 
of mind, as it is now presented in Us more complex 
aspects as a function of the human brain. This 
aspect of the subject is, of course, interesting; and 
upon that I can touch with more confidence than 
upon the question of the origin of life. 

Coming now to the question of the origin of 
structures, we have by this time accumulated a vast 
number of facts which have been collated by labo¬ 
rious and faithful workers, in many countries and 
during 'many years; so that we can speak with a 
good ileal of confidence on this subject also. As to 
the phenomena whl£h meet the student of zoology 
and botany at every turn, I would merely repeat, what 
every one knows,—and I beg pardon of my biological 
friends for telling them a few welhknown truths, for 
there may be those present who are not in the biolo¬ 
gical section, — the phenomena which meet the stu¬ 
dent of biology come under two leading classes: the 
one Is the remarkable fidelity of species in reprodu¬ 
cing their like. ‘ Like produces like/ Is the old: theo¬ 
rem, and is true in a great many cases; just as coins 
are struck from the die, just as castings are turned 
out from a common mould. It is one of the most 
wonderful phenomena of nature* that tmcli complex 
organisms, consisting of so many parts, should be 
repeated from age to age, and from generation to 
generation, with such surprising fidelity and pre- 
. cision. This fact is the first that strikes the student 
of these sciences. The general impression of the 
ordinary person would be, that these things must con¬ 
tinue unchanged. When I began to study xofilogy 
and botany, I Was remarkably surprised to find there 


was a science of which I had no conception, and 
that was tide remarkable reproduction of types one 
after another In succession. After a man has had 
this idea thoroughly assimilated by his honest arul 
conscientious studies, lie will be again struck with an¬ 
other Class of facts. He will find, not unfrequently, 
that this doctrine does not apply. He will find a series 
of facts which show that many individuals fall to coin¬ 
cide with their fellows precisely, the most remarkable 
variations and the most remarkable half-way attitudes 
and double-sided aspects occurring; and he will come 
to the conclusion, sooner or later, that like does 
not produce like with the same precision and fidelity 
with which he had supposed it did. So that we have 
these two classes of facts, — the one relating to, and 
expressing, the law of heredity; the other, which 
expresses the law of metamorphosis. 1 should not 
like to say which class of facts is the most numer¬ 
ously presented to the student. In the present fauna 
we find many groups of species and varieties before 
us; but how many species we have, how many genera 
we have, and families, we cannot definitely state. The 
more precise and exact a person is In his definition 
and in his analysis, the more definite his science be¬ 
comes, and the more precise and scientific his work. 
H Is a case of analysis and forms. What the scabs are 
to the chemist and the physicist, the rule and meas¬ 
ure are to the biologist.. It is a question of dimension, 
It is a question of length and breadth and thickness, 
a question of curves, a question of crooked shapes or 
simple shapes. —rarely simple shapes, mostly crooked, 
generally bilateral. It requires that one should have 
a mechanical eye, and should have also something of 
an artistic eye, to appreciate these forms, to measure 
them, and to bo able to compare ami weigh them. 

Now, when we come to arrange our shapes and our 
measurements, we find, as I said before, a certain' 
number ot Identities, and a certain number of varia¬ 
tions. Thm question of variation is so common and 
st) remarkable, that it becomes perfectly evident to 
the specialist in each department, that like does not 
at all times produce like. It is perfectly clear, and I 
will venture the assertion that nearly all the biologists 
in this room will bear me witness, that variability is 
practically unlimited in its range, unlimited In the 
number of its examples, unlimited in the degree to 
which it extends. That is to say, the species vary by 
failing to retain certain characteristics, and generic 
and other characters are found to be absent or present 
In accordance with some law to be discussed farther 
on. 

I l»elieve that this is the simplest mode of stating 
and explaining tho Jaw of variation: that some forms 
acquire something which their parents do not pos¬ 
sess ; and that those which acquire something addi¬ 
tional have to pass through more numerous stages 
than those which have not acquired so much had 
themselves passed through. 

Of course we are met with the opposite side of the 
case,—this law of heredity, We are told that the 
facts there Are not accounted for In that way; that 
we cannot pass from one class of facts to the other 
class of facts; what we find lu one class is not 
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applicable to the other. Hero Is a question of ration¬ 
al processes, of ordinary reason. If the rules of 
chemistry are true in America, X imagine they are 
true in Australia and Africa, although 1 have not 
been there to see. If the law of gravitation is effec¬ 
tive here, I do not need to go to Australia or New 
Zealand to ascertain whether it is true there. So, 
if we find in a group of animals a law sufficient to 
account for their creation, it is not necessary to know 
that others of their relatives have gone through a 
similar process. I am willing to allow the ordinary 
practical law of induction, the practical law of Infer¬ 
ence, to carry me over these gaps, over these inter¬ 
ruptions. And I state the case in that way, because 
this is just where some poo pie differ from me, and 
that is just where I say the simple question of ration¬ 
ality comes In. I cannot believe that nature’s laws 
are so dissimilar, so irregular, so inexact, that those 
which we can see and understand In one place are 
not true In another; and that the question of geo¬ 
logical likelihood is similar to the question of geo¬ 
graphical likelihood. If a given process is true in 
one of the geological periods, it is true in another; 
If it is true in one part, of the world, U is true 
in another; because I find interruptions in the 
series here, it does not'follow that there need be 
Interruptions clear through from age to age. The 
assumption is on the side of that man who asserts 
that transitions have not taken place between forms 
which are now distinct. 

We are told that we find no sort of evidence of 
that tmnritlon iu past geological periods; we are 
assured that such changes have not taken place; wo 
are even assured that no such sign of such transition 
from one species to another has ever beeu observed,* 
— a most astonishing assertion to make to a biolo¬ 
gist, or by a biologist; and such persons have fven 
the temerity to cite special cases, as between the wolf 
ami the dog. Many of our domestic dogs are nothing 
but wolves, which have been modified by the hand 
of man to a very slight extent indeed. Many dogs, 
in fact, nearly all dogs, are descendants of wild 
species of various countries, and are but slightly 
modified. 

To lake the question of the definition of series. 
Supposing we have several species well defined, &ay 
four or five. In the process of investigation we ob¬ 
tain a larger number of individuals, many of which 
betray characters which invalidate the definitions. 
It becomes necessary to unite the four or five species 
into one. And so, then, because our system require* 
that we. shall have accurate definitions (the whole 
basis of the system is definitions: you know the very 
comprehension of the subject requires definitions), 
we throw them all together, because we cannot define 
all the various special forms as we did before, until 
we have but one species. And the critic of the view 
of evolution tells us, U I told you so! There is but 
one species, after all. There is no such thing as a 
connection between species; you never will find it." 
Now, lmw many discoveries of this kind will be neces¬ 
sary to convince the world that there arc connections 
between specie*? How long are we to go on finding 


connecting links, and pulling lb cm together, as we 
have to do for the sake of I he definition, and then 
be told that we have, nevertheless, no intermediate 
forms between species? The matter is loo plain for 
further comment, We throw them together, simply 
because our definitions require it. If we knew all 
the known individuals which have lived, we should 
have no species, we should have no genera. That is 
all there is of it. It is simply a question of a univer¬ 
sal accretion of material, ami the collection of infor¬ 
mation. I do not believe that the well-defined groups 
will he found to run together, as we call It, In 4tny 
ope geological period, certainly in no one recent 
period. Wo lecognlxo, however, that they diverge to 
a wonderful extent: one group has diverged atone 
period, and another one has become diversified In a 
different period; ami so each one has its history, 
some beginning farther hack than others, some 
reaching far back beyond the very beginning of the 
time when fossils could he preserved, I call atten¬ 
tion to this view, because it is a very easy inniter for 
us to u*e words for the purpose of confusing the 
mind; for, next to the power of language to express 
clear ideas, is its power of expressing no ideas at 
all. Ah we all know, we can say many things which 
we cannot think. It Is a very easy thing to say 
twice two is equal to six, but it is impossible to think 
it. 

I would cite what I mean by variations of species 
in one of its phases: I would just mention a genus 
of snakes, Ophibolus, which is found iu the United 
Slates. If we take the species of this snake-genus 
as found iu the Northern State*, we have a good 
many specie* well defined. If we go to the OuU 
States, and examine our material, we sec we have 
certain other species well defined, and they are very 
nicely defined and distinguished. If. now', we go to 
the Pacific coast, to Arizona and New Mexico, we shall 
find another set of species well defined indeed. If 
we take ail these different types of our specimens of 
different localities together, our species, as the Ger¬ 
mans say, all tumble together: definitions disappear, 
ami we have to recognize, out of the preliminary list 
of thirteen or fourteen, only four or five. That is 
simply a case of the kind of fact with which every 
biologist ts perfectly familiar. 

When we come to the history of the extinct form* 
of life, it is perfectly true, then, that we cannot 
observe the process of descent in actual operation, 
because, forsooth, fossils are necessarily dead. We 
cannot perceive any activities, because fossils have 
ceased to act. But if this doctrine be true, we should 
get the series, If there be such a thing; and we do, 
as a matter of fact, find longer or shorter series of 
structures, scries of organism* proceeding from one 
thing into another form, which are exactly as they 
ought to be if this process of development by de¬ 
scent had taken place. 

1 am careful to say this; because It is literally true, 
as we all must admit, that the system must fall into 
some kind of order or other* You could not collect 
bottles, you could not collect old shoes, but you 
could make some kind of a serial order of them. 



A0QUST S3, 1668.j 


SCIENCE. 


275 


There are, no doubt, characters by which such and 
such shoes could be distinguished from other shoes, 
these bottles from other bottles; but it is abo true, 
that we have, in recent forms of life in zoology and 
botany, irrcfrogable proofs of the metamorphoses, 
and transformations, and changes of the species, in 
accordance with the doctrine with which wo com¬ 
menced, 

We now come to the second chapter of our subject. 
With the assumption, as I take it already satisfac¬ 
torily proven, of species having changed over into 
others, in considering lids matter of geological suc¬ 
cession or biological succession, I bring you face to 
face with the nature and mode of the change; and 
hence we may get a glance, perhaps, at its laws. 

I have oji the board a sketch or table which repre¬ 
sent the changes which took place in certain of the 
mammalia. I give you a summary of the kind of 
thing which we find in one of the branches of pale¬ 
ontology. I have here two figures, one represent¬ 
ing a restoration, and the other an actual picture, of 
two extinct species that belong to the early eocene 
periods. One represents the ancestor of the horse 
line, Hyracnthorium, which has four toes on his an¬ 
terior feet, and three behind; and the other, a type 
of animal, Phenaeodus, which antedated all the 


defined, or that a specific intermediate form of life, 
will not be found. I think it is much safer to assert 
that such and such intermediate forms will be found. 
I haVc frequently had the pleasure of realizing anti¬ 
cipations of this kind. I have asserted that certain 
types would be found, ami they have been found. 
You will see that I attend to the matter of time 
closely, because there have been a great many things 
discovered in the last ten or fifteen years In this de¬ 
partment. In these forms I give the date of the dis¬ 
covery of the fauna in which they are embraced. 

Here we have the Whlte-Klvor fauna discovered in 
1850; then we skip a considerable period of time* and 
the next one was in 1800, when the cretaceous series 
was found. Six or seven cretaceous faunae have 
been found. Then we have the Hrldger fauna in 
1870, the Wasatch fauna in 1874. Next we have, in 
1877, the Kquus beds, and the fauna which they em¬ 
brace,' which also was found in 1878. The Permian 
fauna, which is one of the last, is 1870; and the last, 
the Puereo, which gives the oldest and ancestral 
types of the modern forms of mammalia, was only 
found in 1881. When 1 first commenced the study of 
this subject, about 1880, there, were perhaps 250 spe¬ 
cies known. There are now something near 2,000, 
and we are augmenting them ali the Lime. I have 
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horse series* the elephant series, the hog, the rhi¬ 
noceros, and all of the other series of hoofed ani- 
jnals. Each presents us with the primitive position 
hi which they first come to our knowledge in the 
history of geological time, 

I have also arranged here a series of some leading 
forms of the three principal epochs of the me*oxolc 
times, and six of the leading ones of the tertiary time. 
I have added some dat s to *Uow you the time when 
the faunae which are entombed in those beds were 
discovered, in the course of our studies; and you will 
easily see how unsafe it is to say that any given type 
of life has never existed, and assert that such and 
auch a form U unknown; and it is stfU more unsafe, 
* think, to assort that any given form of life properly 


found many myself: if they were distributed through 
the days of the year, I think in some years I should 
have had several every day. Hut the accessions to 
knowledge which arc constantly being made make it 
unsafe to indulge in any prophecies, that, because such 
and such things have not been found* therefore such 
and such things cannot be ; for we find such and 
such things really have been and really are discov¬ 
ered. 

The successive changes that we have in the mam¬ 
malia have taken place in the feet, teeth, and brain, 
and tjie vertebral column. The parts which present 
us the greatest numbers of variations are those in 
which many parts are concerned, as in the limbs and 
feet. In the lower eocene (Vuerco), the toes Were 
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5-5. In the Loup-Fork fauna, some possess tons but 
1*1. Prior to this period no such reduction was 
known, though in the Loup-Fork fauna a very few 
species were 5-5. Through this enlire series wo have 
transitions steady and constant, from 5-5, to 4-5, to 
4-4, to 4-5, to 5-3, to 2-2, to 1-1. In the Puerco 
period there was not a single mammal of any kind 
which had a good ankle-joint; which had an ankle- 
joint constructed as ankle-joints ought to he, with 
tongue and groove, The model ankle-joint is a 
tongue-and-groove arrangement. In this period they 
were all perfectly flat. As time pusses on we get 
them more and more grooved, until in the Loup- 
Fork fauna and the White-River fauna they are all 
grooved. In the sole of the foot, in the Pucreo fauna, 
they are all fiat; but in the Loup-Fork fauna the 
sole of the foot is In the air, and the toes only are 
applied to the ground, with the exception of the line 
of monkeys, In which the feet have not become erect 
on the toes, and the elephant, in which the feet are 
nearly fiat, also, and the line of hears, where they are 
also flat. As regards the ungulation between the 
small bones of the palm and of the sole, there is not 
a single instance in which the bones of the toes are 
locked In the lower eocene, as they are in the later 
and latest tertiary. 

When we come to the limbs, the species of the 
Puerco fauna have short legs. They have gradually 
lengthened out, and in the late periods they are 
nearly all relatively long. 

Coming to the vertebrae as a part of the Osseous 
system, I will mention the zygapnphyses, or antero¬ 
posterior direct processes, of which the posterior looks 
down, and the anterior looks up. They move on each 
other, and the vertebral column bends from side to 
side. In the lower forms of mammals they arc al¬ 
ways flat, and in the hoofed mammals of the Puerco 
period they are all flat. In the Wasatch period we 
get a single group in which the articulation, instead 
of being perfectly flat, comes to be rounded; m tho 
later periods we get them very much rounded; and 
Anally, In the latest forms, we get the double curve 
and tho locking process in the vertebral column, 
which, as In the limh, secures the greatest strength 
with the greatest mobility. In the flr*t stages of the 
growth of the spinal cord, it is a notochord, or a 
cylinder of cartilage or softer material. In later 
stages the bony deposit is made in its sheath until it 
is perfectly segmented. 

Now, all the Permian land-animals, reptiles, and 
batrachians retain this notochord with the begin¬ 
nings of osseous vertebrae, In a greater or less de¬ 
gree of complexity. There are some In South Africa, 
I believe, in which the ossification has come clear 
through the notochord; but they are few. This 
characteristic of the Permian appears almost alone, 
— perhaps absolutely alone as regards land-ani¬ 
mals. There Is something to be said as to the condi¬ 
tion of that column from a, mechanical standpoint, 
and it Is this: that the cord exists, its osseous ele¬ 
ments disposed about it; and in the batrachUws re¬ 
lated to the salamanders, and the frogs, these osseous 
elements are arranged under the sheath in the'skiu 


of the cord; and they are in the form of regular 
concave segments, very much like such segments as 
you will take from the skin of an orange,—parts of 
spheres, and having greater or less dimensions ac¬ 
cording to the group or species. Now, the point of 
divergence of these segments is on the side of the 
column. They are placed on the side of the column 
where the segments separate, — the upper segments 
rising and the lower segments coming downward. 
To the upper segments are attached the arches and 
their articulations, and the lower segments are like 
the segments of a sphere. If you take a flexible 
cylinder, and cover it with a more or less inflexible 
skin or sheath, and bend that cylinder sidewise, you 
of course will And that the fractures of that part of the 
surface will take place along the line of tho shortest 
curve, which is on the side; and, as a matter of fact, 
you have breaks of very much Hie character of the 
segments of the Permian batrachia. It may not be 
so symmetrical as in the actual animal, for organic 
growth is symmetrical so far as not interfered with; 
for, when we have two forces, the one <*f growth and 
the other of change or alteration, and they contend, 
you will find in the organic being a quite symmetri¬ 
cal result. That is the universal rule. In the cylin¬ 
der bending in this way, of courso the shortest line 
of curve is right at the centre of the side of that 
cylinder, and the longest curve is of course at the 
summit ami base, and the shortest curve will be the 
point of fracture. And that is exactly what I pre¬ 
sume has happened in the case of the construction 
of the segments of the sheath of the vertebral column 
in the lateral motion of the animal swimming, always 
on one side, and which, at least, has been the actual 
cause of the disposition of the osseous material In 
Its form. I have gone beyond the state of the dis¬ 
cussion in calling attention to one of the forces which 
have probably produced this kind of result, 'that 
is the state of the vertebral column of many of the 
vertebrata of the Permian period. 

I go back to the mammalia, and call attention to 
the teeth. The ordinary tooth of the higher type of 
the mammalia, whether hoofed or not, with some ex¬ 
ceptions, Is complex with crests or cusps. In cutting 
the complex grinding surfaces we And they have been 
derived by the infolding extensions of four original 
cusps or tubercles. They have been flattened, have 
been rendered oblique, have run together, have folded 
up, have become spiked, have descended deeply or 
have lifted themselves, so that we have teeth of ali 
sons and kinds, oftentimes very elegant, and some¬ 
times very effective in mechanism. In many pri¬ 
mary ungulates, the primitive condition of four con¬ 
ical tubercles is found. In passing to older periods 
we find the ipanimalia of the Puerco period, which 
never have more than three tubercles, with the ex¬ 
ception of three or four species. In the succeeding 
periods, however, they get the fourth tubercle on the 
posterior side. Finally, you get a complicated series 
of grinding or cutting apparatus, as the case may be. 

Last, but not least, we take the series of the brain. 
No doubt the generalization la true, that the primi¬ 
tive forms of mammalia had small byain$ wjtb gmpptb 
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hemispheres; later ones hail larger brains with com¬ 
plex bmnispluff-es. In general, tlie carnivora have 
retained u more simple form of brain, while herbivor¬ 
ous animals have retained a most complicated type 
of brain. The lowest forms of mammalia display 
the.additional peculiarity of having the middle brain 
exposed; and the hemispheres or large lobes of the 
brain, which are supposed to he the seat of the men¬ 
tal phenomena, am so reduced in size at the back 
mid that you see the middle brain distinctly, though 
it is smaller than in reptiles and fishes. It is beyond 
the possibility of controversy, that those series have 
existed, and that they have originated in simplicity, 
and have resulted in complication; and the further 
deduction must he drawn, that the process of sucres- 
, elon has always been towards greater effectiveness of 
\$net*hwdeal work. There arc cases of degradation, 
in the growing deficiency in dentition in mam 
Tftfyre is no doubt that a large mi ruber of people are 
now* losing their wisdom-teeth in both jaws. 

We are now brought to the question of the rela¬ 
tions which mind bears to these principles. The 
question us to the nature of mind is not so complex 
os it might seem. There jk a great deal of ft, to be 
sure; hut on examination it resolves itseif into a few 
ultimate forms. An analysis reduces it to a few 
principal types or departments, — the departments of 
the intelligence and of emotions (with their modified 
smaller forms, likes ami dislikes}, and the will, if 
such there he. Those throe groups, proposed by 
Kant, are well known, and adopted by many meta¬ 
physicians; and they stand the scrutiny of modern 
science perfectly well in both men and the lower 
animals. But the question of the material of the 
mind, the original raw stuff out of which mind was 
made, is one which is claiming attention now from 
biologists, as it always has done from physiologists 
proper and physicians. This is .sensibility, mere sim¬ 
ple sensibility, unmodified sensibility or conscious¬ 
ness. Sensibility, in connection with memory, is 
sufficient for the accomplishment- of wonderful re¬ 
sult®. It is only necessary to impress the sensibility 
with the stimuli which this world affords, whether 
from the outside ov the Inside, to have the record 
made, and to have the record kept. Among wonder¬ 
ful things this Is perhaps the most wonderful; that 
any given form of matter should be able to retain a 
record of events, a record which is made during a 
state of sensibility for the most part, a greater or less 
degree of sensibility, which is retained in a state of 
Insensibility, and is finally returned to the sensi¬ 
bility by some curious process of adhesion, and the 
results of impresses which are found on the material 
tissue concerned. • 

And these simple elements of mind are found in 
animals. 3tfo zoologist who has perception or hon¬ 
esty, nor any farmer or breeder, nor any person who 
Has charge of animals in any way, can deny sensibil¬ 
ity to all the lower animals at times. The great 
stumbling-block in the way of the thinker in all this 
field U the great evanescence of this sensibility: the 
great ease with which we dissipate it# the readiness 
with which we can deprive a fellow-being Of his 


sense, is a stumbling-block in more ways than one. 
While it is a question of the greatest difficulty, never¬ 
theless, like other departments of nature, doubtless 
it will ultimately be explained by the researches of 
physiologists. I only need to call attention to the 
fact as an important factor in evolution. 

Of course, if these structures are suggested, affect¬ 
ing the mechanical apparatus, the question arises, 
whether they were made ready to hand, whether the 
animal, as soon as he got it, undertook to use it, and 
whether he undertook to use the organism under the 
dire stimuli of necessity, or amended through ages 
these modifications in his own structure. We are 
told by some of our friends, that law implies a law¬ 
giver, that evolution implies an evolver: the only 
question is, Where is the lawgiver? where is the 
evolver? where are they located? I may say, it is 
distinctly proven in some directions, that the constant 
applications of force or motion in the form of strains, 
in the form of impacts and blows, upon any given 
part of the animal organism, do not fail to produce 
results in change of structure. 1 believe the changes 
in the ungulates to which I. have called your atten¬ 
tion are the jesult of strains and impacts, precisely 
as I have shown you the manner of the fracture of 
tlm vertebral column of the primitive vertebrates of 
the Permian period. This would require long dis¬ 
cussion to render clear: nevertheless, I venture to 
make the assertion that this series of structures is 
the result of definite and distinct organic forces, 
directed to special ends. We have yet to get at the 
conflicting forces which have produced the results we 
see. Mechanical evolution will give ns a good deal 
to do for some time to come. Of course, if motion 
has lmd an effect in modifying structure, it behooves 
us to investigate those, forces which give origin to 
motion in animals. First in order come the sen¬ 
sibilities of\ie animal, which we have traced to sim¬ 
ple consciousness; stimuli, upon notice of which ho 
immediately begins to move. The primary stimulus 
of all kinds of motion is necessarily touch. If a 
stone falls upon the tail of some animal which lias a 
tall, he immediately gets out of that vicinity. If 
a jelly-fifth with a stinging apparatus runs across an 
eel which has no scales, the eel promptly removes. 
External applications of unpleasant bodies will al¬ 
ways cause an animal to change his location. Then 
he is constantly assaulted by the dire enemy of 
beasts, hunger, an instinct which Is evidently uni¬ 
versal, to judge from the actions of animals. This 
seems to have fashioned, in largo part, all forms of 
life, from the least to the greatest, from the most 
unorganized to the most complex. Each exercised 
itself for the purpose of filling its stomach with 
protoplasm. Then come the stimuli, which should be 
included under the class of touch, changes of tem¬ 
perature. Ko ftniinaU like to be cold or too hot; and 
when I he temperature is disagreeable, the tendency 
is to go away from that locality. Among primary 
Instincts must be included that of reproduction. 
After that comes the sensation of resistance, or, 
carried to a high degree, of anger: when an animal’s 
Interests are interfered with, Us movements re- 
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etrlcted, It prompts to the most energetic displays. 
So, you see, it is a matter of necessity that menial 
phenomena lie at the hack of evolution, provided 
always that the connecting link of the argument — 
that motion has ever affected structure —be true, 
That is a point which, of course, admits of much 
discussion. 1 have placed myself on the affirmative 
side of that question; ami, if I live long enough, I 
expect to see it absolutely demonstrated. 

Of course the development of mind becomes poa- 
slble under such circumstances. It is not like a man 
lifting himself up by his boots; which it would bo if 
he had no such thing as memory. But with that mem¬ 
ory which accumulates, which formulates first habits, 
and then structures, especially in the soft, delicate 
nervous tissue, the development of the mind as well 
as the machinery of the mind becomes perfectly pos¬ 
sible, We develop our intellect through the accumu¬ 
lation of exact facts; through the collation of pure 
truth, no matter whether it be a humble kind of 
truth, — as the knowledge of the changes of the sea¬ 
sons, which induces some animals to lay up the win¬ 
ter’s store, — whether it be knowledge of the fact that 
the sting of the bee Is very unpleasant, pr knowledge 
of the fact (of which the ox, no doubt, Is thoroughly 
aware) that the teeth of the wolf are not pleasant 
to come in contact with; or whether it be the com¬ 
plex knowledge of man. When the cerebral matter 
has become larger and more complex, it receives and 
retains a much greater number of impressions, and the 
animal becomes a more highly educated being. 

As regards the department of emotions or passions, 
it is also much stimulated by the environment. Ani¬ 
mals which live in a stale of constant strife, naturally 
have their antagonistic passions much developed; 
while amiable, sympathetic sentiments are better and 
more largely produced by peace-loving animals. Thus 
it is that the various departments of the mind have 
the beautiful results which we now had lu the human 
species. 

There are some departments of the mind which 
some of our friends decline to admit having had such 
an origin. The moral faculty, for instance, is ex¬ 
cepted by many from this series. But the reasons 
why they object to its production in tills way are* to 
my mind, not valid. The development of the moral 
faculty, which is essentially the sense of justice, ap¬ 
pears to them not to fail within the scope of a theory 
of descent or of evolution. It consists of two parts. 
First Is the sentiment of benevolence, dr of sympathy 
with mankind, which gives us the desire to treat them 
as they should ho treated. It is not sufficient for jus¬ 
tice that it is unmixed mercy, or benevolence, which 
is sometimes very injurious, and very often mis¬ 
placed. It require*, In the second place, the criticism 
of ihe Judgment, of the mature intellect, of the ra¬ 
tional faculty, to enable the possessor to dispose of 
his sentiments in the proper manner. The couibina* 
tion of rational discrimination and true judgment, 
with benevolence, constitutes the sense of justice, 
which has been derived, no doubt, as a sum maty of 
the development of those two departments* of the 
mind, — the emotions and the intellect. 


It is said, that a sense of justice could not be de¬ 
rived from the sense of no justice; that it could not 
have been derived fmm the slate of things which we 
find in the animals, because no animal Is known to 
exhibit real justice: and that objection is valid as far 
as it goes. I susp et that no animal has been'Ob¬ 
served to show a true sense of justice. That they 
show sympathy and kindness, there is no question; 
but when it comes to real justice, they do not display 
it. Hut do all men display justice ? Do all men under¬ 
stand justice? I am very sure not. There are a good 
many men in civilised communities, and there are 
many tj ibes, who do not know whal justice is. It does 
not exist as a part of every mental constitution. I 
never lived among the Bushmen, and do not know 
exactly what their mental constitution is; but in a 
general way the justice of savages is restricted to 
the very smallest possible circle, —that of their tribe 
or of their own family. There is a class of people who 
do not understand justice. I do not refer to people 
who know wlmt right is, and do not do it; but to 
the primitive state of moral character, in which, as In 
children, a sense of justice is unknown. I call atten¬ 
tion to the fact, because some of our friends have 
been very much afraid that the demonstration of the 
law of evolution, physical and metaphysical, would 
result in danger to society. I suspect not. The mode 
in which I understand this question appears to me to 
be beneficial to society, rather titan injurious; and I 
therefore take the liberty of appending this part of 
the subject to its more material aspect. 

To refer to another topic, and that is to the origin 
of life, the physical basis of life. The word ‘life 1 is 
so complex that it is necessary to define it, and so to 
define it away that really the word *Hfe* does not 
retain its usual definition. Many phenomena of life 
arc chemical, physical, mechanical. We have to 
remove all tbeae from consideration, because they 
come within the ordinary laws of mechanical forces; 
but we.have a few things left which are of a differ¬ 
ent character. One is the law of growth, which Is 
displayed In the processes of embryonic succession; 
secondly, the wonderful phenomena of sensibility. 
Those two things we have not yet reduced to any 
identity with the ordinary laws of force. In the 
phenomena of embryology the phenomena of evolu¬ 
tion are repeated, only concentrated in the early 
stages through which animals have, to pass. So 
whatever explains the general phenomena of evolu¬ 
tion explains the phenomena of embryology. 

What is the nature of physical sensibility ? In 
this planet, It Is found residing only In one form of 
matter, which has a slightly varied chemical consti¬ 
tution, namely, protoplasm ; so-called from a physi¬ 
cal standpoint. Now, this world, as you all krtow, 
has passed through many changes of temperature. 
Its early periods, it is probable, were so very hot that 
protoplasm had a very poor chance. The earth has 
passed through a great many changes of temperature, 
many of which would not permit the existence of 
protoplasm. Again, cart We assume for a moment 
that this little,speck iu the gteat universe is the only 
seat o< life ? I suppose scarcely any scientific man 



Atoust 81 , 1888 .] 


SCIENCE, 


279 


will venture to do so. If, therefore, life exists In 
other parts of this great univorsc, docs It nerossarlly 
occupy bodies of protoplasm in those different, remote 
spheres ? It would bo a great assumption. It Is al¬ 
together improbable. The certainty is, that in tho*e 
planets which are in proximity to the sun’s heat 
there could be no protoplasm. Protoplasm in the 
remote planets would be a hard mineral, and near 
the sun it would be dissipated into Its component 
gases. So that, if life be found in other parts of this 
universe, it must reside in some different kind of 
material. It is extremely probable that the physical 
conditions that reside in protoplasm might be found 
in other kinds of matter. It is in its chemical inert¬ 
ness, and in its physical constitution, that its adap¬ 
tation to life resides; and the physical constitution 
necessary for the susteutation of life tnay be well 
supposed to exist in matter in other parts of the uni¬ 
verse. I only say the doo* la open, and not closed: 
any one who asserts that life cannot exist in any 
other material basis than protoplasm is assuming 
more than the world of science will permit him to 
assume. And that it is confined to this single planet, 
and not in the great systems of the universe,—that 
assumption will not for a moment he allowed. There¬ 
fore Urn subject is one which allows us a free field 
for future investigation: it is by no means closed in 
the most important laws which it presents to the 
rational thinker. I hope, therefore, that, If the evi¬ 
dence in favor of this hypothesis of the creation of 
living forms he regarded as true, that no one will 
find In it any ground for any very serious modifi¬ 
cation of existing ideas on the great questions of right 
and wrong which have long since been known by 
moil as a result of ordinary experience, and without 
any scientific demonstration whatsoever. 

A olaaalficatloB of the natural sciences . 1 

MY T, 8T1CRBY HUNT, LL.I)., F.U.S., OF MONTREAL. 

To frame a rational classification of the natural 
sciences, and to define their mutual relations, have 
often been attempted. The present writer, in an 
essay read before the National academy of sciences 
In ApHl, 1881, and since published In the Philosophi¬ 
cal magazine, with the title of ‘ The domain of phy¬ 
siology/ suggested the basis of such a scheme, and 
now, at the request of some of his readers, ventures, 
for the first time, to embody in a concise and tabu¬ 
lated form the views then aud there enunciated, in 
the hope that other students may find It not unworthy 
of their notice. 

The study of material nature constitutes what the 
older scholars correctly and comprehensively termed 
physics (the words ‘ physical * and * natural’ being 
synonymous), and presents itself In a twofold aspect, 
—first, as descriptive; and, second, as phiiosophleal, 
-~ra distinction embodied in the terms ‘natural his¬ 
tory* ami ‘natural philosophy/ or, more concisely, 
In the words ‘ physiography* and * physiology.* The 
latter word has bewi employed, In this general sense, 
to designate the philosophical study of nature from 

t Abstract of paper read hi general »e<wtuu, Aug. 17,1*88, 


the time of Aristotle, and will so be used in the pres¬ 
ent classification. 

The world of nature is divided into the inorganic 
or mineralogical, and the organic or biological, king¬ 
doms; the division of the latter into vegetable and 
animal being a subordinate one. The natural history, 
or physiography, of the inorganic kingdom, takes cog¬ 
nizance of the sensible characters of chemical species, 
and gives us descriptive and systematic mineralogy, 
which have hitherto been restricted to native species, 
but, in their wider sense, include all artificial species 
as well. The study of native mineral species, their 
aggregations, ami their arrangement as constituents 
of our planet, is the object of geognosy and phjsical 
geography. The physiography of other worlds gives 
rise to descriptive astronomy. 

The natural philosophy of the inorganic kingdom, 
or mineral physiology, is concerned, in the first place, 
with what is generally called dynamics or physics; 
including the phenomena of ordinary motion, sound, 
temperature, radiant energy, electricity, and magnet¬ 
ism. Dynamics, in the abstract, regards matter in 
general, without relation to species; ehemism gener¬ 
ates therefrom miner&Iogical or so-called chemical 
species, which, theoretically, may he supposed to be 
formed from a single elemental substance, or umteKa 
prima, by the chemical process. Dynamics and chem¬ 
istry build up our inorganic world, giving rise to 
gedgeny, and, as applied to other worlds, to theoreti¬ 
cal astronomy. 

Proceedingmext to the organic kingdom, its pliysl- 
ographical study leads us first to organography, and 
then to descriptive and systematic botany and zoology, 
two great subdivisions of natural history. Coming, 
then, to consider the physiological aspect of organic 
nature, we find, besides the dynamical and chemical 
activities manifested in the mineral, oilier and higher 
ones whichVharacterize the organic kingdom. On 
this higher plane of existence, are found portions of 
matter which have become individualized, exhibit 
irritability, the power of growth by assimilation, and 
of reproduction, and which establish relations with 
the external world by the development of organs, all 
of which characters arc foreign to the mineral king¬ 
dom. These new activities are often designated as 
vital; but since this word is generally made to in¬ 
clude at the same time other manifestations which 
are simply dynamical or chemical, I have elsewhere 
proposed for the activities characteristic of the organ¬ 
ism the term blotlcs (/3wrof<k\ pertaining to life). The 
physiology of matter in the abstract la dynamical, 
that off mineral species Is both dynamical and chemi¬ 
cal* while that of organized forms is at once dynami¬ 
cal, chemical, and biotical. All of those, I may 
remark, I regard as successive manifestations of an 
energy inherent in matter. 

The study of the biotical activities of matter leads 
to organogeny and morphology, while the relations 
of organisms to one another and to the inorganic 
kingdom give us physiological botany aud zoology. 
We thus arrive at a comprehensive and simple 
scheme of the natural sciences, which I have endeav¬ 
ored to set forth In the subjoined table. 
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Nathhal Sciences; 

In otto a mio Natuiuc ; 

ORGANIC JSaTCKK. 

Descriptive. 

Mineral Physiography. 

UioptirsiuunApHY. 

General Physiography, 
or 

Natural History. 

Descriptive ami BystomaUc 
Mineralogy; 

Geognosy; Geography; 

Descriptive Astronomy. 

I 

Organography; 

Deserlptivo timl Byatemnttc 
Botany nml Zoology. 

PllIJ.OHOPlI ICAL. 

Mineral Physiology. 

BlOPH Y8IOLOOY. 

General Hiysiology, 
or 

Natural Philosophy. 

Itynamic* or Phytic*; 

i Chtmlntrij. 

\ Oeogcny; 

Theoretical Astronomy. 

HioHr*. 

Organogeny; Morphology; 
Physiological 

Botany ’ and Zofilngy, 


PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION A.— MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY. 


PAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION A. 

[ Continued,] 


Orbit of the great comet of 1882. 

BY KDOAJl FUianiG OF WASHINGTON, T> 0. 

Tins is a partial record of observations at Wash¬ 
ington. Mr. Wlnlork is preparing a description of all 
the physical phenomena of the comet which were 
there observed. The first Washington observation 
of the comet was at two o’clock on a September 
afternoon, and a comparison was then made with 
the position of the sun. Good observations wore ob¬ 
tained on the meridian for three days. The calcula¬ 
tions from these served to fix the place of the comet 
with fair approximate accuracy for three months, 
which was a somewhat remarkable success. After¬ 
ward a difficulty occurred In obtaining accurate ob¬ 
servations; because there were several different points 
of light, presented in an 111 defined nucleus, and it 
was uncertain whether the observations always re¬ 
ferred to the same luminous point. These observa¬ 
tions were made in October and November. The fol¬ 
lowing epliemeris was calculated: — 

Sept. 17.2282 $ 80° 18' 42.70" 

Q m° r 7.01" log. a 1.088188A 
n a oo 00 12.70 log. q 7.80O47M 

i 141 00 02.10 period 700.080 


The author compared the foregoing with the obser¬ 
vations of other astronomers. The most prominent 
variation was in respect to ibe period, which others 
gave as finO, 097, 8.>2, and (154 years. A contrivance 
was exhibited, showing the respective positions of 
the earth and comet, and their directions of motion, 
by means of pasteboard planes attached at an angle. 


The rotation of domes. 

by o. w. no iron of Chicago, ii.i.. 
Ouskrvatoky domes are in general very heavy, 
A« they grow old, owing to the-settling of waits and 
other changes, they are apt to become almost un¬ 


manageable. The dome at. Chicago is very weighty, 
every thing about the observatory being built in a 
very substantial manner. When Dr. Hough first 
tried to move the dome, he found its two sides work¬ 
ing with unequal frit*:ion; and this was afterward 
remedied to some extent, but by no means fully. 
About two months ago a gas-engine was placed in 
position to revolve the dome. H was a great satisfac¬ 
tion to see the dome go round continuously, without 
hitches. The cost of moving the dome by such 
means is a mere trifle, aside from the first cost of 
the engine. The use of water-power where that was 
easily accessible must, however, be preferred in many 
instances where a sufficient head is supplied by street 
mains. 

I)r. C. A. Young said, in discussing the foregoing, 
that when he came to Princeton he found a very heavy 
dome there. One man, using thirty pounds pressure 
on a two-foot crank, was very tired after giving the 
dome one turn. A gas-engine has since been put in 
below, and the power is communicated by a belt. A 
revolution can be made in four minutes, and the 
shutter raised in two. In general, the dome Is placed 
and the shutter opened within five minutes. I>r, 
Young expressed a hope that the Brush Storage bat¬ 
teries would furnish electrical illumination and power 
for the work of observatories, a» the electricity might 
be siored even from a gas-engine operating a dynamo 
during hours oi the day when there was no other use 
for its power. At present the direct action of a gas- 
engine on a dynamo, with no Intervention between 
the dynamo and the light, was too irregular to serve 
the purpose, 

Deacriptive-geometrioal treatment of surfaces 
of the eeoond degree. 

J. BUKICITT WEBB Or ITHACA, H.T. 

For the purpose of greater conciseness the speaker 
confined his remarks to the general ellipsoid, remark¬ 
ing that the usual treatment of problems upon this 
surface as, for instance, such problems as finding 
the shade and shadow, or drawing tab gent planes — 
is lacking in generality; the body being taken in such 
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special position, or referred to such special axes, as 
reduce the genernl problem to a specially si tuple one, 
The speaker then drew the projections of three 
conjugate diameters of a general ellipsoid upon the 
board, stating that this was the best method of de¬ 
fining that body. He then proceeded to find the pro¬ 
jections of the enveloping cylinders, and the shadow 
of the body; which be showed could an easily be done 
for the general ellipsoid, in a perfectly general posi¬ 
tion, as for special cases. In fact, it appeared that 
problems on this body gained nothing in simplicity 
by special methods and devices which detract from 
the generality qf the treatment. 

List of other papers. 

The following additional papers were read In this 


section, some of them by title ouly : Tidal observa¬ 
tions on soundings distant from shore, by J. M. 
Jtateheldnr. Investigation of light variations of 
Sawyer’s variable, by ti. C. Chandler. Standard titne- 
pointor and a time longitude dial; System of alge¬ 
braic geometry, by tfamueZ Emerson. The calculus <>f 
direction and position, by JS. IT. Hyde. Observations 
on the transit of Venus made at Columbia college; 
Description of the new observatory at Columbia 
college, by J. K. Hees. The light variations of T. 
Monocerotis, by K. F. Sawyer. Method of observing 
eclipses of Jupiter’s satellites, by /). P. Todd. 
Conic sections in descriptive geometry, by J, li. 
Webb. Descriptive geometry applied to the general 
ellipsoid, by C. M. Woodward. Some observations 
on Uranus, by C. A. Yvuny, 


PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION B. — PHYSICS. 


TAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION B. 

t Continued.} 

The tornado at Racine, May 18, 1893. 

BY P. It. UOY OF RACINE, WIS. 

A curio ns mistake preceded the reading of this 
paper. There was mine confusion between the ab¬ 
stract* of this and another paper on a tornado, which 
were submitted to the sectional committee; and the 
other paper was entered on the daily programme, but 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. Hoy’s paper began by stating that the early 
part of the day was pleasant, but about 0.45 In the 
evening two clouds of ominous appearance joined, 
from opposite quarters of the heavens, and at once 
the cyclone began. Its general direction was to the 
north of east. There was no rain at Racine with the 
storm, but there was noticed a very strong odor of 
ozone while the cyclone was at its height. At the 
start It was barely two rods wide, but when it reached 
Racine it had expanded to twenty rods. Its motion 
was rotary and oscillatory, and all debris was thrown 
to the centre of the track. When the cyclone crossed 
the lake It formed huge waterspouts, one central, and 
seven to eight accessory, whirling about the main 
trunk. 

Prof. H. A, Rowland proceeded to discuss the paper 
as follows: Most observes of tornadoes just perceive 
that there is a whirling motion of the air, and it 
knocks down objects, and that is the principal thing 
they see. But that is very ordinary observation. Of 
course, a column of air in such swift rotation will 
tear houses down, spun water up, and do every thing 
of that sort. The particular point which I observed 
In this paper was the description of the formation of 
the tornado. The phenomenon which is io be ex¬ 
plained is the formation of the tornado, and very 
few have observed this. This description was very 
short; merely, that, over in the west or south-west, the 
clouds formed. Of course, to an observer from the 
west, one would appear north, and the other south. 


The point I wish to bring out Is. that there was 
lightning passing between the two cloud*. In Mr. 
Finley's description of six hundred tornadoes, I do 
not see any similar account. Many observers have 
seen lightning play around these clouds, hut not pass¬ 
ing between the two clouds. Mr. Finley applied to me 
to know whether there was any thing In the electrical 
theory of a tornado. Of course, any theory of the 
destruction being caused by electricity, houses being 
attracted, etc., — all that is mere nonsense. We know 
that the attraction of electricity is only a mere frac¬ 
tion of an ounce to the square inch. Before the 
force becomes sufficient to raise a great weight, a 
spark passes, and a discharge of electricity takes place. 
But in this case (these two clouds passing from north 
to smith, and boiling up, having flashes of lightning 
playing round them), I thought there might be some¬ 
thing in the electrical theory, as far as formation 
was concerned; and I calculated for the signal-service 
and Mr. Finley what amount of energy there was In 
two clouds approaching each other In this way. The 
rotation of the earth will cause them to come together, 
not iu a straight line, but a little aside from each 
other, forming a spiral motion. The direction of the 
rotation of the tornado is a necessary consequence of 
the earth’s rotation: so that it might be possible to 
have these electrified clouds approach each other by 
mutual attraction, and form a tornado at the point 
where they meet. I calculated the energy, and found 
there was sufficient for a rather small tornado in the 
case I took. I would not be willing to say that is 
the theory of ail tornadoes. I say that it is ouly 
possible. There is a great deal more energy In a mass 
of air heated up to a considerable temperature, and 
rising, by force of gravitation, — a great many times 
more. If it were not for the electrical phenomena 
observed in the case, I should say there was very little 
probability of the electrical theory. I believe Mr. 
Finley will direct the signal-service observers to 
wfttch the direction of the w ind. If it flows In from 
all directions at the point where the tornado is formed, 
we Should determine It to bo due to the rise of hot air 
at that point. When the ground is very hot and the 
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ftir very sultry, we have two causes; and It Is only by 
observation that we can find out its true manner. I 
do not lay very much stress upon the electrical theory. 
But it is an interesting point, to me, to notice that 
flashes of lightning have been observed between these 
two clouds, showing that they were differently elec¬ 
trified, and that there was some plausibility for the 
theory which 1 sent to the signal-service, 

Prof. F. E. Nipher continued this discussion the 
next day, as follows; One matter connected with the 
effects of this tornado contained a point, it seems to 
me, of sufficient interest to call the attention of ob¬ 
servers to the matter, in case any one should have 
an opportunity to observe the effect of a lo^mnlo 
upon water. Mr. Ferret, I think, in Ins description 
of a tornado, states that we have a rising of the water, 
forming a sort of cone in the centre of the tornado; 
the effect being, of course, ascribed to the diminution 
of pressure which is Known to be there. In the 
cyclone proper, where we have a large area, we have 
a storm-wave as the principal element in the case, 
and there Is an upheaval of the water in the area of 
low pressure. In the tornado it seems to me very 
questionable whether that occurs. I base that upon 
this observation: A smaller wind-whirl which was 
observed by myself in northern Missouri, which was 
rather violent though not destructive, — ft column of 
dust several hundred feet high bHng raised, — passed 
out upon a pond of water five or six feet deep, and a 
depression was formed In the water, extending to the 
bottom of the pond,—* an Immense cup. The water 
was revolving rapidly; and it was thrown into rota¬ 
tion with a centrifugal effect,— the same effect as 
when a vessel is whirled. It seems to me that this 
is an element which has not been considered as it 
should he. If the whirl Is small, and you have not 
only a diminution of pressure in the centre, but of the 
whole body of the water, the friction prod vicing a 
rotation of the water, if the result is sufficiently 
small you might get a depression instead of an ele¬ 
vation. I call attention to this, so that those who 
may be fortunate enough to see a tornado on the 
water may not take It for granted that it is all 
known. 

As to the remarks of Professor Rowland in regard 
to the possible electrical origin of a tornado, I knqw 
that ho was very careful to say that he did not think 
any of the destructive effects could be ascribed to the 
action of electricity. 1 gathered the idea that he 
thought a tornado might originate in that way, — that 
two electrified clouds will attract each other, and come 
together; and he calculates the energy of the attrac¬ 
tion which bodies can have for each other in air. It 
seems to me that the simple observation that was 
made by Mr. Iloy, together with another fact which 
wc know, — that when the discharge passes between 
electrified bodies they are almost wholly discharged, —- 
would show-that when that happens the cause for 
that motion lias disappeared. When these two clouds 
approach, a spark passes, and the whole thing ,is 
gone. So long as there is no spark passing, we know 
very well that the attraction is very much Jess than 
the maximum attraction of *r\ftr of an ounce o* the 


square inch. I think, perhaps, that is a matter Pro¬ 
fessor Rowland did not consider. It does not seem 
to me at all likely that any such origin can be as¬ 
cribed to the tornado. When it is developed, you 
may have a rarefied column which may be very highly 
rarefied, connecting the earth with the upper regions, 
which Is precisely the reason that the lightning which 
was observed in the case of the Racine tornado was 
not accompanied by thunder. 

Prof. .1, T. Lovewell said it occurred to him, from 
his observation, that a good deal of care is necessary 
in order that the observer may know exactly what 
he secs. It was my fortune, said he, to witness a 
small whirl at a distance of three bif four tulles. I 
saw the funnel-shaped cloud descend toward the 
earth, and it looked to me as though there were a 
column of water. Many people who saw It spoke of 
it as a waterspout. It might have been water, for 
aught that we could have said fi om our point of sight. 
I immediately drove to the spot, and it appeared that 
not a drop of rain had fallen in that track. The 
whirl had been sufficient to overturn a few stacks of 
grain and hay, and a man was thrown about with his 
team in the road. 1 think, If it had struck a body of 
water, I should he slow to believe that it lifted any 
solid column of water into the air one hundred feet. 
It would have made a grand scattering of the water, 
and a great deal of it would have been thrown up 
fnto the air. I believe that a good deal of that which 
is commonly ascribed to columns of water rising up, 
and pouring down the sides in cataracts, is optical 
illusion. I should be slow to take the testimony of a 
person seeing them, unless he had his mind disabused 
of the common notions about these waterspouts. So 
far as their electrical origin is concerned, I quite 
agree with Professor Nipher that it is not by any 
incans proven that electricity has any thing to do 
with them*, except that It is a necessary adjunct, of 
course, to all such disturbances. 

A method for the calibration of a 
galvanometer. 

BY B. F. THOMAS OF COUJMBIA, MO. 

A » attest of any sort U joined in circuit with 
a sensitive g^ivanoscope II, a galvanometer C?, ami 
any variable resistance If. When the circuit is closed 
at K, the current is so adjusted by varying if, as to 
give the highest desirable deflection of the galvanom¬ 
eter needle. The needle of 11 will he forced against 
the stops. By means of magnets m and m, the needle 
of II is brought back to aero. If these magnets and 
the galvanoscope be undisturbed, the original current 
strength will be indicated when the needle stands at 
zero, whatever changes may have been made iu the 
circuit. If now the shunt B be connected at 1, 2, 
and the resistance of the shunt is made equal to that 
of the galvanometer (positively determined), and the 
needle of*// brought back to zero (by increasing If, 
as Insertion of the shunts lowers the total resistance 
of the circuit, and therefore increases the current 
strength, deflecting H} t a new deflection of the gal? 
vanojneter needle will be produced, the deflection 
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being that due to a current of one-half the strength One wa* cited, where the air in a public building 

of the original current. By giving to S values equal was raised by such means to nearly 40° above the 

to oo, 8, 2, 1, S, i, etc., times the resistance of G, outside temperature. In general, a difference of 

and bringing the needle of II to aero each time, 80° to 85° can thus be secured during four or five 

deflection of G will result, due to currents whose working hours of the day. 

strengths ure as I, f, 4, 4. 4* h etc. The curve is Professor Mendenhall stated that he had soen the 
then plotted with deflections and current strengths as working of the apparatus, and it proved very satis- 

co-ordinates. Any desired number of points in the factory. Professor Kogers gave similar testimony. 


m 



curve may be obtained by giving S the proper values. 
The calibration may be checked by making a new' 
adjustment for the united current, so that the deflec¬ 
tion of G shall be about two-thirds the first defied Ion, 
and proceeding as above. Plotting the new values 
obtained, the curves will coincide if the work is 
correct. If it he found desirable, the battery may be 
exchanged for another (.hiring the determination. 

The utilization of the sun's rays for warming 
and ventilating apartments. 

BY K. ft. MORBK OF SALEM, MASS. 

Mr. Mouse drew attention to this device a year 
ago, before the National academy of sciences. At 
that time he was able to offer only crude computa¬ 
tions as to the operations of the heater, derived from 
its use at the museum of Salem, Mass. 

The device consists mainly of a slaty surface 
painted black, standing vertically upon a wall, out¬ 
side the building, with flues to conduct warmed air 
to the Inside. The slates are inserted in a groove, 
much jas one might place glass in a frame. One 
made within the last year was three feet wide and 
eight long. It was placod where it received the sun’s 
rays as directly as practicable. Its service was to 
warm a room used for a library. During an entire 
wiliter the room was thus made comfortable, except 
on a few of the coldest days. The current of air 
passing through it, when the sun’s rays impinged 
directly upon it, was raised about 80°; it discharged 
8,206 feet of warmed air in an hour. This was in 
the morning. At 11.48 the air of the apartment was 
raised 20°, with 8,826 cubic feet of air discharged; at 
12.45, 2»° and 4,110 feet; at 1.55, 24® and 8,062 feet; 
at 2.45, 20° and 1,200 feet. The room measured 
20X14, and was ten feet high. 

The apparatus* works to most advantage in a room 
that is ventilated by an open chimney, But some 
very good results have been obtained in dosed rooms. 


New form of selenium cell, with some remark¬ 
able electrical discoveries made by its use. 

BY C. E. FRTTTS tfF NEW YORK. 
Professor Mendenhall stated that in the ab¬ 
sence of tbe author he was able to give only a brief 
summary of the paper. In the ordinary method of 
making selenium cells, they arc constructed of a great 
many portions put side by side; the resistances are 
necessarily very high in these cells, and the light 
Is allowed to strike In the direction of a right angle 
to the direction of the passage of the current. Mr. 
Fritter seems to have devised a different mode of 
operating these cells by using a very large surface, 
and in that way has succeeded in diminishing the 
resistance very greatly, which is very desirable He 
has resistance as low as nine or ten ohms in the dark. 
The radical point of difference is, that in thisca^e the 
light is allowed to strike upon the cell in the same 
direction as the current. He states that he has dis¬ 
covered many remarkable properties by means of bis 
investigations with the instrument. When a cell of 
this kind breaks down, it can easily be remedied and 
repaired: in fact, there is no danger or difficulty of 
their breaking down permanently. 

A method of determining the centre of gravity 
of a mass. 

BY B. F. THOM A A OF COLUMBIA, MO. 

A BAR, L L, is balanced on a knife-edge, F, so as to 
form a very sensitive balance. Tbe body, /l, of mass, 
if, is placed with a marked point in contact with a 
fiuo point, <f; and another body of mass, IF, is placed 

\ A 

$ - 

i 

at A, so as to nearly balance B. A small body of 
mass, p, is placed at N, to complete equilibrium. It 
is then rotated 180° horizontally, bringing its marked 
spot in contact with a second fixed point, & Equi¬ 
librium Is restored by placing p at It The equations 
of moments in the two positions are, respectively,— 

W x AF 4- p X 8F *= M {Fd + dc ); 

(c being centre of gravity); and 
IF X AW + p x RF = M (Fe — dc); (cc “ dc). 
Subtracting the first equation from the second, — 
px R$~ M(de - ilflcf); 

- dts p x liB 

c ; 

cd is therefore the distance from the marked spot 
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to ft vertical plane containing the centre of gravity. 
Taking a second marked spot in the plane thus 
found, the operation is repeated, with the plane 
horizontal. This given a second plane through the 
centre of gravity, A third operation, with the inter¬ 
section of the two pianos in the line de, locates the 
centre of gravity. 

The kinetic theory of the (specific heat of 

* ftoiida. 

BY II. T. KDDV OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

Tn 18 paper wok based upon the well-known views 
of its author respecting the use to be made of the 
different degrees of freedom of motion among the 
atoms of solid bodies, in deducing a theory that, wili 
explain their diverse powers of conducting heat, and 
of transmitting or causing tha transmission of radi¬ 
ant energy. The theory is based upon the concep¬ 
tion that all bodies are constituted of equal ultimate 
atoms, whose combination, in different degrees of 
freedom, in different molecules, gives rise to the char¬ 
acteristic differences of elementary substances. This 
paper shows that the same hypothesis would cause 
solids, which are kept in equilibrium by radiation, to 
be also in thermal equilibrium when brought into 
contact; the equilibrium depending upon collisions 
of the molecules. 

A kinetic theory of melting and boiling. 

MV H. T. KDDY OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

In a solid In which the molecules are evidently 
held at. nearly fixed mean distances by cohesive and 
elastic forces, there are two kinds of partially con¬ 
strained freedom of motion possible for each mole¬ 
cule as a whole: first, a motion of its centre in a 
small orbit of more or less irregular shape about a 
mean position; and, second, a more or le%s irregular 
pendular motion of oscillation about a mean direc¬ 
tional posit ion. Both of these motions can be treated 
as vibratory motions; and the laws of force under 
which the motions occur, though somewhat unlike, 
have a general resemblauce. 

Two forms of apparatus for Boyle's lawi 

MV U. F. THOMAS OF COLUMBIA, MO. 

Tiikmh pieces are intended to enable one to adjust 
with accuracy and ease the mass of air to be experi¬ 
mented upon. 

V is an iron cistern Into which the open or pressure 
tube 0, the closed tube C\ and the reversible air- 
syringe 8 are screwed air-tight, and the cistern nearly 
filled with mercury. The syringe being connected 
for exhausting, and operated, air is withdrawn from 
C until the mercury sinks to the bottom of the open 
tube, when air escapes from it, and rises through the 
mercury. No more air can be withdrawn from C. 
The mass of air remaining In C will evidently depend 
on the difference in depth of immersion of Cand O. 
Let d = this difference, and Jet it be required to find 
such a value of d as will permit just enougkr air to 
remain in C to fill it from the aero of the scale, 


when at atmospheric pressure II, Let L “ length of 
V from top to zero, acid let V ~ the length from zero 
to the open end of C. If now the mass of air which 



will fill the length l at II be expanded to fill the length 
l U the pressure IV at the bottom of C by Boyle's law Is 


The pressure at the open end of O - ll. The dif¬ 
ference in fires* u re at the ends of V and O is that 
due to a column (d) of mercury. Hence II' = U — d. 

Equating, U - d- ,\ d - 

On reversing the syringe, and forcing air in, the 
mercury will be found to rlae and stand at zero in 
both tubes together. The demonstration Is continued 
by forcing in more air. 

A second form consists of two glass tubes con¬ 
nected by a strong rubber tube, and mounted on a 
stand with scales. The closed 
tube C is seated Into the screw- 
cover of an iron cistern D, 
Mercury being poured In, it will 
expel the air in D, and rise lit 
an open screw-hole 8 in the 
cover. The hole being sealed 
by insertion of the screws and 
0 lowered, the air in C ex¬ 
pands, filling Cand D. On rais¬ 
ing O. tlie mercury rises, and 
cuts off communication between 
C and D, preventing the return 
of some of the air. By making 
D of proper volume, the desired mass of air will 
reinalu in 0. Let the volume of C above the zero = 
V\ Let the entire volume of C — V% and the volume 
of D above the open end of C = Y*\ Following the 
above steps It will be seen that a volume V' at B be¬ 
comes a volnme V'+ V” at also that a volume 
V at B becomes a volume V* at //'. Hence the 
proportions V : V' :: V' ; V' + V", V" * 
V' 

(I r/ -~ V) ipr. The use of the rubber tube is not 
new: the method of adjusting the air-mass Is be- 
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licved to be. This form is convenient because it 
ana were for demonstrating the taw at pressures above 
and below one atmosphere. Of course, for the latter, 
the air In D must be removed through 8 as at first. 

Natural snow-balls or anow-rollers. 

BY SAMUEL HART OF HARTFORD, CONN. 

The author carefully described the production and 
appearance of snow-balls or anow-rollors, the result 
of natural causes, of which a line example was pre¬ 
sented in Connecticut and southern Massachusetts 
last February. Snow had fallen, and had been cov¬ 
ered with a frozen surface by a light subsequent rain. 
Upon this surface fresh snow fell, and this under the 
influence of wind was collected in masses of differing 
shapes. Some were spherical, from one to nine inches 
in diameter; most wore rollers shaped like muffs, 
cylindrical, with a conical depression at each end 
reaching nearly to the middle. The largest observed 
by the author was 18 inches long, and 12 inches in 
diameter; but some were roported much larger. The 
path of formation showed that the roller had started 
with a small pellet, and, gaining both In length and 
diameter, had rolled up a long isosceles triangle of 
snow from its vertex. These paths were observed 
of a length of 26 to 30 feet, and others were reported 
as of 00 feet. The paths of the round balls were of 
nearly the Ram© width throughout. None of these 
masses could be lifted without breakage, Such rollers 
were seen over an area of 40 miles in length: the 
author believed that they must have been millions in 
number. 

Remarks on the tracings of self-registering in¬ 
struments, and the value of the signal-service 
indications for Iowa, in June and July, 1883, 

BY GU8TAVU8 lUNUICHS OF IOWA CITY, l<>. 
This paper was mainly a severe criticism on the 
work of the signal-service bureau. The author 
claimed that the predictions of the weather for Iowa 
In June had been quite untrustworthy, only 60 per 
cent proving correct. His views as to the value of 
this service were vigorously combated in a discussion 
which followed the reading of his paper. 

A new heliostat. 

BY B. F. THOMAS OF COLUMBIA, MO, 

The instrument is intended to thvof the reflected 
ray horizontally in the meridian. 

A polar axis A <7, driven by clockwork, is provided 
with a declination-arm J5P F t with arc, pivoted at C, 
and pivoted to tbe longer axis of the mirror at'i? and 
JP; A 1 horizontal axis ’ B Q H, with the shaft por¬ 
tion B supported {by proper bearings in the standard 
not represented) in tbe same vertical plane with the 
polar avis. Is pivoted to the mirror in its shorter axis 
at G and H, the points ,jf C F Q B being always in 
one plane, and G and M so adjusted that a line 
through them will pass through V perpendicular to 
JB'CJV Moreover, the axis of the shaft portion JJ, 
extended, is perpendicular to and bisects & C U at 


<7. In order that the reflected ray be thrown hori¬ 
zontally in the meridian by our mirror, two condi¬ 
tions must be met: viz., 1°. The longer axis of the 
mirror must make and maintain the proper angle be¬ 
tween itself and a line from C to the sun; or, what is 



the same thing, the angle A C JS must equal latitude 
plus one-half the sun’s altitude at noon. 2°. The 
shorter axis must move in a vertical plane, perpen¬ 
dicular to the meridian; or, in other words, the prime 
vertical. These conditions are rigidly met by the 
above combination. 

The static telephone. 

11V PROF. A. K, IX) LB EAR OF COLLEGE HILL, MASS. 

In the static telephone, a ring of hard rubber is 
used, within which are two parallel metal-plates sepa¬ 
rated by a body of air (a non-conductor), one plate 
connected with the line carrying the current. The 
electrifying of one plate then causes attraction or 
repulsion of the free plate, and thus a sound in the 
receiver. This does away with magnetism. This 
system therefore requires a very large electro-motive 
power, and uses an induction coil of 2,000 ohms. A 
ground or return circuit is not present here. The 
equivalent is the body itself. There Is no passage of 
electricity from plate to plate : # the action is purely 
inductive through space. The insulation is accom¬ 
plished by the intervening air-space, and by a coating 
of varnish, — an excellent di-electric. There is a de¬ 
vice to discharge the induction plate in connection 
with this instrument, which keeps it constantly up to 
its full possibilities. When this instrument is fully 
charged, and the electrical conditions are perfect, the 
receiver may be entirely disconnected from the trans¬ 
mitter, and sounds and conversation can still be heard, 
even across a room. 

He also called attention to the fact, that instru¬ 
ments that have been in use work much better than 
new ones, as each plate acts as a condenser. 


In the discussion which followed, Dr. Dolbear was 
asked if the state of the atmosphere, in any way, 
affects the operation of the Instrument. I have used 
those instruments, sajd he, on an actual line between 
Boston and Now York, in a night when it rained over 
the whole length of the line, and the whole line wa# 
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as badly Insulated as it well could bo. 1 have also 
used it on the same line under the most favorable 
conditions for insulation, and could not really per¬ 
ceive much difference. It seemed to be as loud at 
one time as at another. 

Pres, II. A. Howland.—O f course this Is on an 
entirely different principle from our telephone. What 
interested me considerably was the fact, that one 
could hear better when the plates were charged. 
The explanation theoretically U very simple, and It 
is the same as that the Thompson electrometer is 
more sensitive when the jar Is charged than when it 
is not charged; the reason being, that the attraction 
is proportionate to the square of the difference of 
the potentials, rather than the simple difference of the 
potentials. Therefore a small difference in the quan¬ 
tity, when it is large, produces a greater effect than 
when it is small. So the explanation is exactly the 
same as that the Thompson electrometer is more 
sensitive when you have the jar charged than when 
you do not. So, the higher the charge one would get, 
the more sensitive the Instrument would be. I was 
especially interested in it, because it was on such an 
entirely different principle from the Bell instrument. 
I don’t wish to say any thing about patent laws or 
decision* on this subject, for they have nothing to do 
with this; but, scientifically, this Is an entiiely differ¬ 
ent instrument from the Bell instrument, and I am 
especially interested on that account. 

Prof. T. 0. Mendenhall. — I profess not to have 
quite understood the statement made by Professor 
Dolbear. I should like to hear your own (the presi¬ 
dent’s) opinion with regard to that charge which 
remains in spite of the fact that the two poles of the 
condenser are connected by conductors, I may have 
misunderstood the statement; but if that is correct, I 
should like to know whether that can be explained 
or not. 

President Rowland. — Well, I suppose we all know 
how retentive an electroscope Is of a charge. I sup¬ 
pose the idea is very similar in this Case. I do not 
suppose the plates have a difference of potential. If 
you should leave them for a moment, I should suppose 
they would soon have a little return charge. If the 
two plates of the condenser were together, they would 
have the same potential. I understood it as merely 
a return charge- I do not know how Professor Dol- 
bear understands it, 

Professor Do lb & Ait. — The instrument itself is a 
most delicate electrometer when tested in this way; 
and when It is charged and really In good working 
order, the gentlest tap upon the instrument serves to 
show that it is in good working order, for one can 
apply the Instrument to his ear and hear himself talk. 
This Is the case, even when the two plates of the con¬ 
denser are connected with each other through the 
Induction coil; and so, although they may have been 
there for hours, or even for days, — the difference be¬ 
tween an Instrument that 1ms not been used and one 
that has been charged is very, appreciable. 

President Rowland. — I suppose in that case it 
would be simply froip the charge of the varnished 
surface ? 


Professor Dolbe ab, — Yes: I think they retain 
their charge for a much longer time if the surface is 
varnished. I do think there is a difference between 
the behavior of this and the charged cable. If a 
cable be charged for half an hour by battery, it will 
require half an hour to run out again, but it will be 
at that time quite discharged. But that is not the 
case with this instrument. 

President Rowland. — I should suppose it was the 
charge in the varnished surface, 

Prof. W. A. Antuony. — Professor Dolbear did 
not say any thing about one advantage that this tele¬ 
phone has over the other, that struck me when I read 
the descriptions of it earlier, — that, in consequence 
of using this electricity at such a high potential, the 
ordinary telegraph-lines or other instruments would 
have very little effect upon it: therefore the tele¬ 
phone is very free from Induction. 

Professor Doliucar, — My experience has been In 
accordance with that theory. Electro-motive force 
from induction from telegraph-lines is ordinarily 
tolerably small, although there may he at times con¬ 
siderable strength of current. But, the electro-motive 
force being so strong in my circuit, it follows that the 
action of such induced currents Is very slight, and 
docs not interfere with work. 

Prof. C. A, Young. —I would like to inquire 
whether you have tried any experiments in putting 
the end of the wire to the ear to illustrate the sensi¬ 
tiveness of the ear ? 

Professor Dolbear, —Yes: I have heard simply 
by putting the end of an Insulated wire to my ear, 
and listening. I consider the instrument as simply 
the enlarged terminal of a wire, and that you are 
actually listening at the end of a wire. 

Mr. E. Gray, —I have made a good many experi¬ 
ments In another line, which I may state briefly, 
which may throw some light upon this, and yet I think 
it is very well understood. You remember, some 
of you, reading of such experiments made in 1874, 
relating to the reproducing of music *on a plate by 
simply rapping with the finger or with some animal 
tissue, Now, I made this experiment, which seems 
to prove to my mind that the operation is as Profes¬ 
sor Dolbear has explained it. I set my revolving 
disc, which was a simple disc of xinc, revolving at a 
steady rate, giving it a pressure with the fingers. 
Then I had fifty cells of battery set up, as much 
as I could hear, passing through them, and had 
some one close the circuit with a Morse key. At the 
same time the key was closed, my finger would be 
jerked forward In the direction of the rotation of the 
disc; and it would remain in that forward condition* 
showing an increase of friction, until the key would 
be opened, and then it would drop back; showing 
that front some cause there was an increase of friction, 
either due to molecular disturbance, or, what is prob¬ 
ably the case, to attraction between the finger and 
the plate. ,lt is necessary, to produce this expert** 
ment, that the Cuticle be perfectly dry. You must 
rub it a long time, and have It perfectly pointed; end 
then the cuticle becomes a dielectric, and the body is 
charged with one kind of electricity, and the wire or 
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the plate with another. Later I got some fairly good 
results in articulation by using a small diaphragm 
with all the conditions as nearly right as possible; 
and, having a current o t sufficient electro-motive 
force, I could actually understand words produced on 
the end of my finger. 

president IIowland. — What Is the difference be¬ 
tween that and Edison’s motorphone? 

Mr. Guay. — In Edison’s motorphone, when the 
current was thrown on, there was a decrease of fric¬ 
tion; there was chemical action taking place on the 
surface. In this case there is none, and there Is an 
increase of friction When the current is on: perhaps 
* current’ is a bad word to use. 

President Rowland. —* The principle Is the same. 

Mr. Okay. — One is a chemical action, which causes 
the friction to be less at the moment of charge. In 
this case, however, this is purely static contact, and 
Increases the friction In the same manner that the 
plates are thrown together when they are charged 
In this telephone. Ami the motion, of course, or 
sound, is produced by a letting-go of the finger from 
the plate, and not by actual vibration, In the same 


sense that it takes place between the two plates in 
this receiver of Professor Dolbear. * 

President Rowland. — You attribute it to attrac¬ 
tion? 

Mr. Gray, —Yes: my experiments seem to prove 
that; I presume, because there was adhesion, there 
was an Increase of friction during the time of the 
charge and the letting-go, when the circuit was open. 
There was really no circuit except when the charge 
was taken off. 

Sec. F. E. Nifher. — In regard to the case of 
which Professor Dolbear spoke, when it might be 
supposed that electricity does actually pass from the 
lino into the ground, It seems to me that that fact, so 
far as it did exist, would be prejudicial to the action of 
the instruments; that what we want to bring about 
is not a current, but as great a difference of potential 
as possible, between the plates. 

List of other paper*. 

The following additional paper was read In this 
section: — An extension of the theorem of the virlal 
to rotary oscillation, by H. T. Eddy. 


PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION C.—CHEMISTRY. 


Report of the committee on indexing the 
literature of chemical elements. 

The undersigned, a committee appointed at the 
Montreal meeting of the American association for 
the advancement of science, “to devise and inau¬ 
gurate a plan for the proper indexing of Hie litera¬ 
ture of the chemical elements,” respectfully submit 
the following report. 

The members have conferred with each other orally 
and by correspondence. Several plans have been 
-suggested, and their merits discussed. Three meth¬ 
ods of collecting material for the indexes may be 
named: — 

1°. Revising the Catalogue of scientific papers 
published by the Royal Society (8 vols, 4to). 

2°. Indexing special journals by different individ¬ 
uals, and collating the matter. 

8°. The independent plan, whereby each chemist 
indexes all the journals available to him with refer¬ 
ence to a given element, in which he is presumably 
especially interested. 

Each of these schemes is open to objections, and 
has its difficulties. The first would necessitate an 
enormous amount of clerical labor, for which volun¬ 
teers would scarcely be secured; besides, data previ¬ 
ous to 1800 could hot be obtained from this catalogue. 

The second involves, also, securing a large num¬ 
ber of self-sacrificing volunteers y and both plans 
would require a vast amount of editorial work on the 
part o! this committee. 

The third plan seems, to a majority of the commit¬ 
tee, the only feasible one at present. On the inde¬ 
pendent plan, seven indexes have already been com¬ 
piled* The best arrangement of material has also 


been considered; and here again a threefold prob¬ 
lem occurs : — 

1. Chronologically. 

2. Alphabetically, by authors. 

3. Topically. 

The committee do not venture to dictate to inde¬ 
pendent workers, but recommend the chronological 
arrangement, with the understanding that a topical 
index accompany each monograph. 

The best channel of publication has also been con¬ 
sidered by the committee. All the indexes hitherto 
published have been printed in the annals of the 
Ncw-York academy of sciences; and the academy 
has generously offered, through its officers, to con¬ 
tinue its good work. The Smithsonian institution 
further agrees to distribute, free of expense, all 
circulars and documents in furtherance of this un¬ 
dertaking; an offer which is of greatest importance, 
and for which this committee expresses sincere 
thanks. * 

Since the appointment of the committee, Mr. 
Webb’s index to the literature of electrolysis has 
been published in the annals of the New-York 
academy of sciences; and several chemists have 
expressed a willingness to co-operate in the proposed 
undertaking. Prof. R. B. Warder of Cincinnati has 
promised an index to the literature of tho velocity 
of chemical reactions; and Dr. Henry Loffnianu of 
Philadelphia proposes to index the important element 
arsenic, 

YouV committee present to the association this 
brief report of progress,* and respectfully desire to 
be continued. 

H. C. Bolton, Chairman; Ira Rbmbkn; F. W. 
Clarice; A. R* Leeds ; A. A. Julien, 
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PAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION C, 


On y-dichlordibromproplonio and y-dichlor- 
bromaorylio acids, 

UY C. F, MABKRY ANB H. H. NICHOLSON. 

When dry chlorine is passed through jtf-dibroma- 
cryhc acid, the reaction is easily accomplished, and 
the product may be purified without difficulty by 
crystallization from carbonic disulphide. This acid 
is very sparingly soluble in water, more soluble in 
hot than in cold carbonic disulphide and chloroform. 
It melts at 100°. Its salts Were carefully studied, 
but the silver salt was found so unstable that it 
could not bo prepared in a state of purity. Since 
/J-dibromacrylic acid lias, without doubt, the form 
CBr* 

II 

OH , the chlorine addition product would have 
COOH 

CBr*Cl 

I 

the form CHCt , This acid Is entirely decomposed 
COOH 

when heated with an excess of any alkaline hydrate. 
If, however, the reaction is allowed to progress in 
the cold, keeping the hydrate in slight excess, the 
elements of hydrobromio acid are easily removed, 
with the formation of the corresponding dichlordl- 
bromacrylic acid. In order to distinguish this from 
two other products which have already been obtained, 
It will be called the y-acid, It is prepared by the ac¬ 
tion of baric hydrate upon y-dichlordibromprnplonic 
acid, and the reaction proceeds so rapidly that It is 
difficult to keep the solution alkaline. Upon acidi¬ 
fying the baric hydrate solution with hydrochloric 
acid, y-dicblorbromaerylic acid is precipitated partly 
as a crystalline solid, ami is easily purified by crys¬ 
tallization from hot water. It is sparingly soluble 
in cold, readily in hot water, and in alcohol, ether, 
carbonic disulphide, and chloroform. It crystallizes 
in pearly-white scales, which melt at 78° to 80°, , For 
further identification, the add was analyzed, and its 
salts submitted to careful study. 

The sub-aqueous dissociation of oertain Balts. 

UY JOHN W. LANGLEY AND CHAULKS K. SPOKE 
OF ANN Al(BOK, MICH. 

The question as to whether salts are dissociated 
into their component when simply dissolved in water 
has been attacked by different chemists in various 
ways. The method described in this paper seems to 
have furnished some remarkable results, which may 
help in pointing the way to the final answer of this 
important problem. 

Sainte Claire DevlIJe has called attention to ap¬ 
parent chemical changes which a salt may undergo 
by the mere fact of solution, and that such changes 
may increase in extent with the mere addition of 
water* He concludes that there is no absolute dis¬ 
tinction between solution and chemical union; that 


the difference is rather of degree than of kind. 
From this point of view, a salt in dissolving has its 
particles separated much as if Jt were vaporized by 
heat, and the heat units necessary to perform this 
sort of vaporization are taken from surrounding 
bodies. As the heat absorbed increases with the de¬ 
gree of dilution, it will eventually become sufficient to 
dissociate into its elements a salt dissolved in a suita¬ 
bly large quantity of a neutral solvent, such as water. 

* Assuming that salts tend to dissociate by solution, 
and are decomposed when sufficiently diluted, we 
should expect them to break into simpler molecules 
first, and, of course, along the lines of least resist¬ 
ance. We may take three views of the possible con¬ 
dition of a salt dissolved in a small quantity of water 
— as, for instance, one molecule of sodic sulphate in 
two molecules of water; 1. That it is attached to 
the water by a sort of physical adhesion, which may 
be represented by [Na* S0 4 ,2H* O]. 2. That the 
water and salt are united in a new group which acts 
as a compound molecule so long as the amount of the 
solvent is small; this might be [2 (Na OH), H* SOJ, 
the comma indicating a molecular as distinguished 
from an atomic union. 3. That we have in these 
cases a certain quantity of different kinds of mat¬ 
ter held momentarily in equilibrium, but ready to 
form definite combinations when the external forces 
change. The last view would be expressed by [Na* 
H* and does not require that Na be combined 
with II, S, or S0 4 , 

The heat of combination between SO., and 
2Na OH is less than that in the formation of sodium 
hydrate starting with metallic sodium and water, or 
of sulphuric acid starting with SO,, and water. There¬ 
fore, in the group Na* H 2 SO*, the line of least resist¬ 
ance probably passes through where the comma is 
placed in the arrangement |2 (Na OH), H* S0 4 ]. 
Then the first stage of dissociation will be the appear¬ 
ance of free sodium hydrate and free sulphuric acid. 
The change will be partial for finite ratios between 
quantities of the salt and the water, and should grad¬ 
ually increase with augmented dilution to a point 
where free acid can be shown quantitatively. 

For the present occasion, advantage was taken of 
the circumstance that in some neutral salts the bases 
have less power to turn litmus blue than the acids 
have to turn it red; and also, that in certain other 
salts the converse is true. Thus the power of the 
hydrates of zinc, iron, and copper, to turn litmus blue, 
is quite feeble; while the power of the mineral acids 
to redden litmus is very great, On the other hand, 
the hydrates of the alkaline metals are singularly 
powerful in turning Htmus blue. Now, if the power 
of the base to produce the blue is not the exact quan¬ 
titative counterpart of the acid to produce fed, the 
difference of color-producing power must increase in 
proportion as the solution becomes more dilute, if the 
theory of dissociation is well founded. 

The method of experiment may be briefly stated, 
A series of test tubes was prepared, holding respect¬ 
ively one, two, three, four, etc., portions of sul¬ 
phuric acid; and each was then diluted with litmus 
solution to an equal amoimt* The tubes thus filled 
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presented a aeries from neutral purple to decided 4 neutral under all degrees of dilution* 2°. Sulphates 
red. This formed a scale of colors for reference, of the R. SO< type, where R is a dyad motel, show an 

Saturated solutions were prepared of the sulphates amount of dissociation proportioned to the degree of 

of Zn, Cu, Pb, Ag, Ca, Na, Hg, Mu, Al, and Fe, and dilution, 8°. Alumlnic sulphate, and other double 

Zti C1 K . To each of these solutions, enough litmus triads, are not neutral when concentrated. When 

solution was added, in a series for each salt, to exactly diluted they soon become strongly acid. When the 

correspond in amount with the sulphuric-acid tubes. dilution exceeds a certain limit, they lose acid at a 

As each tube of a dissolved salt was prepared, and decreasing rate, 

also as it was successively diluted with increasing 

amounts of litmus, it was compared with the tubes Suggestions for computing the speed of chemi- 
in the color-scale, by looking across the two tubes, C *1 reactions, 

until Its corresponding tint was found. A complete by h. b, waiu>kb of Cincinnati, o. 

record of these correspondences was made; and it This paper urges a. thorough discussion of data 
furnished the means for constructing a diagram, in upon the subject indicated in its title, for the follow- 
which the results are plotted in curves. ing reasons; 1°. To discover and investigate the 



The following were the chief results:~Ca So 4 aiid causes of certain discrepancies between published 

N»i So 4 each continued to act as a neutral salt, with- observations and current theories. 2°. To obtain 

out effect on the litmus throughout the range of dilu- more definite information as to the nature of certain 

tlons. Age SO* was the only salt which changed the reactions and the conditions determining their speed, 

solution to a blue. The results with Fe* (S0 4 )' n and 8°. To afford, numerical data for a fuller study of 

Fe S0 4 were unsatisfactory because of a dirty pre- relations between the speed of reactions and other 

elpUate, but both made the litmus red, Zn Cl a pre- physical constants. 4°. To suggest fruitful lines for 

seated a similar difficulty* There Is a doubt about further research in chemical dynamics, 

the result with Hg S0 4 , and some obscurity about the As Instances of the need of such discussion, the de- 
greatly diluted solutions of AJ« (S0 4 ) 3 and ,0u So 4 . terminations by Professor Monschutkin, of the speed 
On account of Instability of color, probably caused and limits of the etherification of the several alcohols 

by oxidation, a fresh color-scale had to be prepared and acids, give numbers for tho initial speed of reac- 

every day, and the mixtures were made under a film tionin one hour which are not proportional to speeds 

of paraffine. during the'first minute. Prof. 1 j. Meyer In his Dj/na- 

These experiments seem to indicate that: 1°, Sul- mih der aUmen passes very lightly over both the theory 

phates of the alkali metals, except silver, are strictly and the observations of speed during a reaction. 
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The prevalent theory of the action of mass Is ex- 
d u 

pressed, -jj “leu t? ■ . . in which tho differential 

expresses the rate of change In any substance, u and v 
represent the masses taking part in the change, and k 
is a constant. Some observations by Ostwald and 
others indicate that some modifications of this theory 
are needed. Determinations of the speed of reaction 
require special care, both to measure time in relation 
to mass, and to control temperature and other condi¬ 
tions. The chemical section of the Ohio mechanics’ 
Institute has recently undertaken some work of the 
sort, and invites co-operation. 

The following provisional system Is suggested: for 
volume, one cc.; for mass, the chemical equivalent 
expressed in mg.; and for time, one hour. The unit 
of speed would be the transformation of unit of 
each active body per unit of volume and time. 
Possibly the comparison of the constants of speed 
or of chemical affinity with those of heat, elec¬ 
tricity, etc., could be better made from the unit of 
one second or 1,000 seconds. At least two observe 
tions of time and two of mass are required, aud 
preferably several, to determine the limits of error. 
Determinations which do not accord with the hy¬ 
pothesis that diminished speed and diminished prod¬ 
uct vary in the same ratio, need special investiga¬ 
tion. In reciprocal reactions, some of the ratios 
may be combined with constants of speed already 
determined. By bringing ail the facts into system 
matlc order, these data can be made of use for com¬ 
parison in other physical-science fields. The paper 
concludes with an extended bibliography of the sub¬ 
ject, which will be vory serviceable to workers in 
this branch of research. 


Twelve months of lyaimeter record at the New- 

York agricultural experiment station. 

BY K. I*. STTOTBVANT OF GKNKVA, N.Y. 

Tuk lyslmeters were described. They are boxes 
of peculiar construction, containing selected samples 
of soils in layers. The relative percolation of rain¬ 
fall through these different soils, and the evaporation, 
arc determined by observations of the Instrument. 
The results are summarised as follows: Sod land 
allowed 11.08 of the rainfall to percolate; soli of 
which the surface was simply bared allowed 25.88 per 
cent percolation; the cultivated soil passed 117-08 per 
cent. The evaporation from the first of these was, 
of course, 88.3*2 per cent; from the second, 74.12; from 
the third, 62.07; the sum of percolation and evapora¬ 
tion being held to account for the entire rain-fall. 

The composition of Amerioan wheat and corn. 

BY CLIFFORD RICHARDSON OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

This paper gave an account of results obtained by 
the author in his work as first assistant chemist of 
the U. S. department of agriculture. More than 200 
analyses of wheat, and 100 of corn, have been made 
during the last ten years under his supervision. It 
appears that while our wheats are of somewhat lighter 
weight, they contain less water, about the same ash, 
more oil, less fibre, and less albumen, than the foreign 
wheats. Among our wheats, only those from Colo¬ 
rado, Dakota, and Minnesota equal the Kuropean in 
albuminoids and in eixe of grain. The wheats of tho 
Atlantic states are poor in nitrogen. Com, compared 
with wheat, contains twice as much oil, less starch, 
more water and fibre, and less of albuminoids. The 
following table gives a condensed statement of the 
wheat analyses: *— 


* 

Average percentage eg' nitrogen , attmmen, etc. t in wheats qf the world. 


OOUXTBXJBS. 

No. of 
analyse*. 

Per cent 

of 

nitrogen. 

Per cent 
of 

albumen. 

Highest 

albumen. 

Lowest 

albumen. 

Weight 
of 100 
kernels. 

Highest 

weight. 

I*o west 
weight. 

. 

Authority. 

Russia.. 

Russia. 

North Germany. 

Bouth Germany. 

Germany 

Germany.. 

Bpain.^ . . . 

Kranoe. 

Scot land. 

Australia. 

KtkuWa : : : : : : 

24 

6 

26 

13 

8 

n 

2 

6 

176 | 

3.12 

2.34 

2.24 

2.17 

2.11 

2.08 

2.10 

2.08 

2.01 

1.60 

1.47 

2.29 

19.48 

14*68 

14.00 

13.66 
13.19 
18.09 
13.18 
13.00 

12.66 
10.00 

9.10 

13.06 

24.66 

16.66 
18.20 
17.76 

35,29 

0.92 

19,10 

10.68 

34.24 

9.80 

10.21 

11.26 

8.75 

6.33 

8.6*10 

4.498 

4.485 

4*270 

4.680 

5.640 

6.850 

6.400 

7.000 

5.125 

6.200 

2.000 

4.000 

2.876 

8.276 

4.260 

Laskowsky. 
Vou Bibra. 

• 1 M 

II (1 

KUhn. 

Wolff, - 
Von Bibra. 

Re 1 sot. 

Von Bibra. 

1 t 41 

41 (4 

Koenig. 

America.. . 

264 

1.92 , 

12.00 

17.16 

8.05 


6 924 

1.830 

Various. 

America, except Colorado . . 

m 

i 1.86 

11.62 

16.63 

8.06 

3.532 

6.079 

1.880 

1 “ 

Colorado, 1681. 

33 

1 2.14 

13.40 

16.94 

11,19 

4.833 

6.924 

8.861 

Richardson. 

Colorado, 1882 . 

12 

2.09 

13.06 

14.88 

11.65 

4.299 

4*670 

8.078 


Minnesota . 

12 

2.06 

32.79 

17.15 

10.85 

3.364 

3.699 

3118 

it 

Michigan. 

38 

1.92 

12.00 

14.47 

9.13 

4,118 



gfedxi*. 

Missouri . .. 

10 

1.83 

11.44 

12.44 

10.50 

3.602 

3.867 

8*098 

STcbardson. 

Oregon.. 

7 

1.46 

9.17 

10.83 

8.05 

4,800 

_ 

_ 

14 

Atlantic Btatos. 

66 

1.79 . 

11.18 

14.00 

8.93 

3.057 

4.628 

1.880 ‘ 

<1 

Pennsylvania. 

23 

1.80 

11.26 

12.78 

9.45 

8,211 

4.068 

2.626 

II 

North Carolina. 

21 

1.67 

30.46 

12.48 

8.93 

8.782 

4.628 

9.780 

tl 

Alabama. 

17 

3.82 

*11.32 

13.65 

9*80 

B.187 

4.64T 

2.011 

II 
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The aotol, a Mearioan forage plant 

BT CLIFFOBt) IU0UAKD80N OF WASHINGTON, D.O. 

This plant, Dasyllnlon texanum, grows wild and 
extensively on the borders of the liio Grande and 
elsewhere in Texas, and in Mexico, on a rocky and 
gravelly soil. The plains covered with it look like a 
vast cabbage-field. Sheep feeding on it go without 
water for many weeks. Only the bulb is eaten. It 
is split open by ihe shepherd, who carries a knife for 
the purpose. Mexicans eat the bulb after masting or 
baking it in pits. Also a liquor is obtained from It, 
by fermenting and distilling after roasting, called 
* sotol mescal/ and possessed of highly intoxicating 
powers. 

The plant is described in Watson’s Revision of the 
North-American Liliacoae. About 18 per cent of 
sugar can be obtained from the outer husks; in the 
interior, more than 10.5 per cent exists; and in the 
whole head of the plant there is probably more than 
15.fi per cent of sugars. No starch seems to be pres¬ 
ent. 

A proximate analysis of the soft interior of the 
head gave 17 percent sugars: 05 per cent of this 
soft substance in the head, when fresh, is water. 

As a food-plant in dry districts, the sotol Is of 
great value; as a fibre-producing plant, it will not be 
of any Importance, owing to the shortness of the 
cells. 

Amerloan battens and their adulterations. 

BY H. W. WJUTCY OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

A 8rhies of elaborate experiments and analyses of 
various samples of butter, oleomargarine, tallow, and 
lard, have been made by Professor Wiley, chemist 
of the U.S. department of agriculture. The paper 
contained a description of Professor Wiley’s method. 
He takes a weighed quantity of the butter, puts It in 
a sand-bath, and dries for two hours at 100°. The 
curd or caseine is determined by ignition: five grains 
are used for the purpose. Dry combUHtion tn a tube 
is difficult and unsatisfactory: he therefore uses the 
moist-combustion method, with permanganate and 
nesslerlzlng. The amount of salt he considers im¬ 
portant. It Is usually determined by ignition, and 
weighing the residue; but he found that so much 
chlorine was thereby lost, that the result was not 
trustworthy. He washes the butter by shaking it in 
a separating funnel with hot water, and t,hen deter¬ 
mines the chlorine with standard silver nitrate and 
potassium bichromate as an indicator. 

Professor Wiley has devised several novelties for 
these analyses. One of the neatest is for ascertain- 
ing the melting-point. The butter Is packed in a 
U-shaped tube, of which one leg is longer titan the 
other. Tim tube is placed upright in a vessel con¬ 
taining sufficient mercury to overflow the top of the 
tube. This vessel is placed In another containing 
water, and beat is applied beneath. The water, 
heated, in turn heats the mercury surrounding the 
tube, until the content* of the tube are melted, As 
aoon os the melUug takes place, the melted materia] 


leaves the tube, and floats on the surface of the mer¬ 
cury, Another method conshted In laying platinum 
wires upon the sample of butter, etc., heating the 
wires, and noting the heat requited to cause them to 
disappear by.sinking into the sample. These meth¬ 
ods determined not,only the melting-point of sain pics 
of butter, oleomargarine, tallow, and lard, but also of 
the fatty acids. But the variations in the melting- 
point of genuine butter are t-o wide, that no certain 
conclusion can be arrived at by comparison with 
melting-point of oleomargarine, etc., to test the 
question of genuineness. Thus it was found that 
first-rate butter from an Alderney cow at one time, 
owing to special feeding, had a higher melting-point 
than oleomargarine; while a few weeks later, with 
different food, the same cow supplied milk from 
which was made butler with a lower melting-point 
than oleomargarine. 

In regard to other tests, concerning which full 
details were given in the paper, it may be briefly 
stated, that, as a general rule, the amount of caseine 
present in pure butter is much greater than In oleo¬ 
margarine. The specific gravity of genuine butter is 
lower. The saturation co-efficient for the insoluble 
acids In the genuine butter is low, in the imitations 
it is high. Professor Wiley seems to place more reli¬ 
ance on tests for saturation co-efficient than on other 
methods, The soluble fatty acids in pure butter 
range from three to five per cent; while In oleo¬ 
margarine, tallow, etc., they are eitlnr absent, or 
show a mere trace. The author also called attention 
to polarization ’ tests. The genuine butter gives a 
uniform field in polarized light: oleomargarine gives a 
field with mottled and crystalline structure. He had 
made no analysis of butter known or suspected to he 
adulterated by mixture. He considered it unwise to 
decide the question of genuineness from any one of 
the constituents or conditions of a sample; believing 
that all the different tests should be brought to hear. 
Ho presented elaborate tables of analyses of different 
kinds of butler, etc.; specifying for each the place of 
purchase, name sold by, price, color, percentage of 
water, of caseine, of salt, specific gravity at 40°, melt¬ 
ing and solidifying points, percentage of soluble and 
of insoluble acids, and the melting and solidifying 
points and the saturation equivalent of the insoluble 
acids. 

The discussion respecting the analysis of butter 
which was brought about by this paper revolved 
around llie question of the value of the data pre¬ 
sented for the practical work of the determination of 
actual proportion of adulteration. Mr, Noyes held 
that the variations in pure butters in specific gravity, 
in melting-point, in saturation co-efficient, and in 
caseine, as determined by Professor Wiley, would be 
of little value except in cases where the adulteration 
was very great Mr. Springer held that the principal 
constituent to be taken into account in the determi¬ 
nation of adulteration was the amount of caseine, and 
that although there were some difficulties in the way 
of it* accurate determinat ion, they might be removed, 
and he should then have more faith in tin* than in 
the comparison of other data. He suggested that the 
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accurate determination of caselne might be effected 
by some rapid-fermentation process by which caseiae 
could be broken up into other organic products that 
could be separated by albumen. He held to this 
point as to caseine, because it cannot conveniently bo 
added in the manufacture of oleomargarine; while 
the acids upon which the saturation co-efficient 
depends could readily be added as sodium com¬ 
pounds. 

On account of the difficulty of getting accurate 
results in determining nitrogen, It was thought beet 
to use the wet-combustion method with permanga¬ 
nate, because a small quantity of material might be 
used, and there would be fewer chances for loss that 
otherwise occurs in nitrogen determinations that are 
effected by the combustion of butters. 

Dr. Wheeler called the attention of the section to 
the use of what is known as ‘ cotton*seed-oil stock/ 


in the manufacture of oleomargarine. This, doubts 
less, contains considerable nitrogen, and, of course, 
would reduce the value of the caserne-test for adul¬ 
teration. A sample was shown, supposed to contain 
cotton-seed-oil. 

The sense of the discussion was, that It was very 
desirable that Professor WUey should continue his 
experiments, as they are of great value; but there is 
yet a great deal of work to be done in the investiga¬ 
tion. 

List of other paper*. 

The following additional papers were read in this 
sectionThe formation and constitution of chlordl- 
bromacrylie acid, by C. F, Mabery and Rachel Lloyd . 
Orlhiodtoluolsulfonic acid, by C. F. Mabery and C?, 
M. Palmer . Estimation of carbon and nitrogen In 
organic compounds, by V, Leo Afees. New forms of 
burettes, by W . if. Seaman. 


PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION D. — MECHANICAL SCIENCE. 


PAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION D, 


A comparison of terra-cotta lumber with other 
materials. 

BY T. B. BAKER OF MELLKRSVILLK, PENN. 

The material called * terra-cotta lumber * is made 
out of clay and sawdust. The investigation which 
formed the subject of this paper was to ascertain 
certain qualities of this artificial product. The paper 
also described the apparatus used for the tests. The 
results indicated that the material was 875 times as 
permeable to air as pine, and 180 times as brick. Air 
was forced by pressure of a column of water. Other 
tests showed that the material was four times as hard 
as pine, but not so hard as brick. Its grip on nails 
driven into it was about half that of pine. The 
author was careful to disclaim any intention of adver¬ 
tising the merits of the material, but he evidently 
regarded it as serviceable for the purposes for which 
it is intended. Specimens were exhibited, 

Improvement* in ahaping-machlnea. 

BT 4 . BURKITT WEBB OF ITHACA, N.Y. * 

In the ordinary shaping-machine there are two de- , 
fects, one of which is found also in the planer. The 
ram of a shaping-machine is a bar sliding in bearings, 
and carrying at one end the cutting-tool. If we rep¬ 
resent by a the variable horizontal distance from the 
tool to the first bearing (or nearest end of the long 
bearing), and by b the variable horizontal distance 
from the tool to the second or farthest hearing (bock 
end of long bearing), and by c the length of stroke, 
we shall have, — 

Maximum value of a « (minimum value of a) + c. 
Maximum value of 6 =» (minimum value of 6) -f c, 
In other words, the length of the ram is variable, 
and the spring of the ram from the work is variable, 
the tool springing away from Its work more at the end 
of Its stroke. This springing takes place mostly in 
the joint between the ram and its bearings, and Cannot 


be wholly avoided without a change of construction. 
To remedy the defect, the author projjoses a reversed 
construction of the sliding parts; the two bearings 
(preferable to a long bearing) to be formed on the 
ram, so as to make the distances a and b constant, 
and the long slide being part of the bed of the ma¬ 
chine. 

The second defect, which is also common to the 
planer, is in having a * drop-block f which fits but in¬ 
differently between the jaws and against the bottom 
of its seat. From the necessity of the usual construc¬ 
tion, the tool attached to this block will have more or 
less spring. The remedy is to dispense syllta. the drop- 
block, and introduce an automatic inotlon to lift the 
tool on the return stroke, as has been done, the author 
has understood, on some large machines. 

Regularity of flow in double-cylinder rotary 
pumps. 

BY J. BURK ITT WEBB OF ITHACA, N.Y. 

The speaker introduced his subject by exhibiting a 
number of ipodels of these pumps from the cabinets 
of Cornel university, which hoe recently purchased 
copies (248 in number) of the celebrated models of 
the Reuleaux collection in Berlin. Class I. of this 
collection is devoted to these pumps. The speaker ’ 
then produced end demonstrated a formula for the 
flow of these pumps, and showed that the regularity 
of flow depended upon other principles opposite to 
those which have been given for determining this 
point. The formula given for the flow was i— 

+ if" 3 - {¥* + r"*)1 = Flow fot 
one revolution, when if' and if" (generally equal to 
each other) ore the extreme tfadil of the two revolv¬ 
ing wheels; and r' and r" are the radii (often, per¬ 
haps generally, variable) froth the point of contact 
between the wheels to their centres. It was shown 
that the regularity of flow depends upon: 
constant. IT and If" may be called the * piston radii/' 
and / and r" the ‘valve radii/ These pumps are 
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called l>v lleuloaex * Kap*el rfMeiweriie/ or 4 cliam- 
ber-tTank trains/according to Kennedy. 

List of other papers. 

The ft blowing additions! papers were read In this 
section, some of them by title only: —A method of 


PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION K 

ADDRESS OF C. tl HITCHCOCK OF HAN - 
OVER, N.If., VICE-PRESIDENT OF SEC¬ 
TION E , A VU ♦ 16, m$. 


THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE NOKTH- 
AMER1CAN continent. 

Tiiewc Is a special appropriateness In the associa¬ 
tion of geography with geology, as Indicated in the 
assignment of sciences to section E; for the latter 
gives us an account of the origin of every topograph¬ 
ical feature of the earth’s surface, whether inland, 
continent, mountain, plateau, valley, or oceanic de¬ 
pression. If we would properly understand the sig¬ 
nificance of the earth's contours, we must unravel 
the mysteries of geology: so a knowledge of topog¬ 
raphy is essential to the complete comprehension of 
the geological features of any country. If a geologist 
were taken by a balloon to an unexplored part of the 
earth, he would instantly recognize, from their topo¬ 
graphical outlines, volcanic and granitic cones, lime¬ 
stone hills, elevated plateaus of basalt or horizontal 
sandstones, and special types of orographic structure. 
Hence the modern geologist first draws the contours 
of Uls district before apply iug the colors of geological 
age. The existing relief features of the earth have 
been produced one by one in successive periods; and 
It 1* the task of the geologist to discover what were 
the cUaracieristic physical developments of the 
Several ages. lie can delineate a connected historical 
fketch of the beginning, growth, and completion of 
a continent. Such histories lire rare, because atten¬ 
tion lias bnt recently been turned into this direction. 
One of the first American gedh»glst* to frame such 
an outline Ik Prof. J. !). Dana, to whom we owe the 
enunciation of thb* fundamental truth;— that the 
first formed land has always remained above water, 
and has been a nucleus about which zones of sedh 
incut have accumulated. We can now recognize 
this primitive continent, with all its successive stages 
of gmwth, upon every geological map. 

Time would fail us to present, the entire physical 
history of our continent; and we will therefore con Ana 
our attention chiefly to its earlier chapters, noting 
those points which are under discussion. As we are 
endeavoring to advtmee science, we must touch upon 
debatable topics, and hope by friendly discussions 
to become wher. 

We mu-t assume fhe correctness of the commonly 
received Opinions concerning the earliest history of 
Our planet,—that It passed through the condition 
of a nebula, and then of a burning sun, the period of 
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igneous fluidity. By subsequent refrigeration it has 
become either partially Or wholly solid. Not until a 
crust had formed, and the earth had cooled enough 
to allow water to remain permanently, was it pos¬ 
sible to talk of dry jiand and ocean. With these prem¬ 
ises allowed, it seems to us evident that the materia! 
of the ehrth must be disposed In concentric zones, 
arranged according to density, the heaviest being at 
the centre. If the various elements were free to 
move, as la the case in alt natural or artificial igneous 
fluids, we must expect to And the heavier metals 
situated beneath the others; and, following the 
analogy of extra-terrestrial bodies, the central nucleus 
may be principally Iron, like the heavier meteors., 
Zones corresponding to stony meteors, lavas, the I rap 
family, and granites would naturally succeed in order, 
the last named being at the *urface. This outer 
zone U also characterized by the presence of much 
silica and oxygen. The primeval ocean came from 
the vapors surrounding the igneous sphere, con¬ 
densed to liquidity as soon as water could remain 
upon the solid crust without immediate vaporization. 
This original crust may have been essentially a 
plain, and consequently entirely covered by water; 
for if the land were now levelled off, the ocean would 
submerge every acre of the continents. As refrige¬ 
ration progressed, ridges and valleys would form 
In accordance with that fundamental principle that 
the outer envelope must conform to the shrunken 
nucleus; and this contraction gives rise to that 
tangential force or lateral pressure which has acted' 
through All time. Whether these earliest ridges rose 
above the ocean would depend upon the amount of 
elevation. Some authors argue that these ridges fol¬ 
low the course of gw*At circles. If there are causes 
adequate to produce such result*, — or any other 
world-wide arrangement, — they must have com¬ 
menced to operate at the very beginning of contrac¬ 
tion. J^oU authors maintain that the very ihlcfc 
strata of the older rock* have been formed Just like 
modern sediments, having been broken off the ledges, 
and transported into oceanic basins In horizontal 
attitude* If so, there mu*t have been great moun¬ 
tainous elevations, deep oceanic depression*, and 
extensive aqueous action; since the thickness of the 
crystalline schist* is greater than that of the strata 
in the fossllifcroiis ages. The amount of distortion/ 
crumpling, and faulting of the crystalline rocks is 
also greater. These same authors hold that the 
original strata were in all respects like modern sands, 
gravels, add clays, and that their present crystalline 
structure 1* due to meta morphism. No one has yet 
discovered any uncrystalline pre-Cambrian beds; nor 
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have the original foundation rocks been pointed out, 
since the oldest known layers are strati fled t and 
cannot therefore have constituted part of the original 
unstratified crust. 

Professor Dana thinks the primitive land originated 
because of a difference in the rate of conduction 
of heat during the process of refrigeration. Cooling 
would be fastest where the heat was conducted most 
rapidly. The first areas to cool would be the first to 
solidify. The first solidified crust was heavier than 
the adjacent liquid: so it sank until it found a 
fluid as dense as itself. Then the liquid above this 
crust would in turn become solid, and sink; and this 
process Is supposed to have continued until a perma¬ 
nent shell had become fixed in the earth’s circum¬ 
ference, which constantly increased in bread tit and 
thickness, becoming continents. Meanwhile the 
other portions remained liquid; and their surfaces 
must, have stood at the same level with the first' 
formed crust till that congealed, and becamedepressed 
because of the diminution of volume iu solidifica¬ 
tion. These depressions became the ocean’s beds, 
from this beginning down to the present time the 
processes of growth have consisted in the thicken¬ 
ing of the continents w*d the settling-down of the 
oceanic depressions, while the chief force employed 
has been the lateral pressure derived from contrac¬ 
tion. DcConte and Pratt express the process thus far 
described by the term ‘unequal radial contraction.’ 
The total gravity of the particles of matter along 
each radius Is supposed to be the same; and hence, 
if the heat is conducted most rapidly over the shorter 
radii composed of denser 'minerals, the ocean-basins 
would cool first. These two views thus demand a 
different arrangement of the lighter and denser 
materials; the one necessitating that the continents, 
and the other the depressions, were first to congeal. 
Both, however, make the gratuitous and unproved 
assumption, that the surface was not uniform in 
composition; the differences' being probably like 
that between granite and trap. The principle stated 
above—that, where ail the particles are free to move 
in a liquid, the lighter elements must ri*e to the sur¬ 
face, and the heavier minerals sink down in propor¬ 
tion to their specific gravity — isat varianoe with this 
assumption. Fortunately it is not essential toaright 
theory of continental growth. There la no reason, 
therefore, to doubt that the original crust had 
essentially a uniform thickness over the whede 
earth. Contraction would originate ridges and val¬ 
leys in the normal way, most likely of similar 
dimensions. There must soon burst forth ejections 
of Igneous matter, owing to tidal attraction; and 
these would show themselves along the weakest lines. 
At the outset it is difficult to assign reasons why 
either the elevations or depressions would be the 
weaker; and hence we should look for a multUpde, 
of locations of igneous overflow, both over the future 
continents and oceAns. There may be no better 
reason for the eventual enlargement of certain of 
these volcanoes than that circumstances only very 
Slightly favored them; hut, this favor being con¬ 
tinued, they would exist and enlarge at the expense 


of the others, affording us another illustration of the 
4 survival of the fittest.’ 

It seems to us there Is now afforded an opportunity 
far reviving in a modified form the View of Eoufctt 
&crope iu regard to the origination of the earlier 
crystalline deposits. Suppose we Bay, that, besides 
the original unstratified igneous granitic material, 
tha pidest stratified crystalline rocks are derived 
from volcanic ejections; being the continued enlarge¬ 
ment In size, and reduction in number, of the early 
indeterminate vents. The several ejections would 
increase in site till they became islands, either gnels- 
sic or granitic; and, if an archipelago Is allowed us, 
we can easily show how continents would accumulate, 
using only the universally acting forces of lateral 
pressure and sedimentary accumulation. 

Of other theories relating to the origin of the 
earlier crystalline bed* I may mention two. The 
first U that advocated by Lyell, who termed these 
rocks kypoyent. After the solid granitic crust hpd 
been formed by refrigeration, “ the hot water* of the 
ocean held in solution the ingredients of gneiss, 
mica-schist, hornblende-schist, clay (date, and marble, 
—r rock\ which were precipitated one after the other 
in a crystalline form ” (Lyell’s Principle* of geology, 
10th ed,, 1. 142). In such a menstruum, life could 
not have existed. A very aimiliar view wa* advocated 
by Dr. T. Sferry Hunt in his presidential address 
before this association in 1871. 

The second is the view more commonly entertained, 
— that, after the solidification of the crust, sedimen¬ 
tation accumulated stratified systems from the 
granitic foundations, as ordinary sand, gravel, and 
clay, which were subsequently actedupon by thermal 
and aqueous influences termed mnlamorjihic, and 
thus converted info crystalline schists. The wide¬ 
spread and powerful action of metamorphlsm is 
conceded; hut it is a more appropriate adjunct to 
volcanic than sedimentary accumulation, 

A few. of,the considerations favoring our theory 
will now be presented* 

h Considering the Igneous origin of the earth, 
volcanic energies would naturally continue their 
action as apon as there was a crust to be broken 
through, and immense pile* of melted rock would 
on*e from the numerous fissures. Up to Laureutlan 
times all admit the universality of igneous outflow, 
while but few have ventured to speak of any thing 
like volcanic action, except as it has been manifested 
in the formation of dikes in these early periods. 
There has been a tendency to class the ancient 
granites and porphyries with rocks of sedimentary 
origin, add consequently to restrict the action of 
igueous agencies to phenomena of alight importance. 
Several English writers, and, in our country, Dr. 
Solwyn of Canada, have been calling our attention 
to the existence of a volcanic group in later Huronian 
or early Cambrian time*. These are # tbe rocks so 
largely developed about Lake Superior, New Eng-', 
land, and the Province Of Quebec, consisting of 
stratified schists, diwltes, diabases, amygdalolds, and 
felsites, identical in composition with true eruptive 
masses of the same name. Investigation shows that 
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oftentimes these schist* ore disposed like the lavas 
ejected from one series of volcanic vents. Suppose, 
for example, that Etna or Vesuvius should become 
extinct. Iu the course of ages the rains would 
obliterate the craters, and reduce the lavas to a 
rounded dome of greater or less regularity. We 
should recognize the volcanic origin of the mountain 
in the absence of craters from the lithological simi¬ 
larity of the rocks to those known to have been 
melted and ejected from vents, while the disposal of 
the material In a conical attitude shows us that It 
might once have been covered by crater*. So we find 
In our eastern country many dome* of diabasic or 
protogenie schist*, whose volcanic origin ra*y be 
predicated, both from their lithological character and 
physical aspect. 

Now, this volcanic group of Huronlan times in¬ 
dicates the existence of a greater degree of Igneous 
activity than has been described for the paleozoic 
ages, even those of Great Britain ; and consequently 
this Is ah, indication pointing significantly towards 
the predominance of thermal influences in the still 
earlier periods. In the Laurentian age the fires 
should have been yet more vigorous, because the 
time of universal Igneous fluidity was less remote. 

2. A careful study of the crystalline rocks of the 
Atlantic slope indicates the presence of scattered 
ovoidal areas of Laurentian gneisses. Those best 
known have been described In the Geology of New 
Hampshire, Instead of a few large synclinal troughs 
filled to great depths with sediments, the oldest 
group Is disposed in no less than twenty-two areas of 
smalt size, scattered like the islands in an archipelago. 
In a chapter upon the physical history of the state, I 
have proposed the theory that the earliest land with¬ 
in its limits consisted Of this series of islands, not 
packed as closely together as now, in an area of per¬ 
haps three thousand five hundred square miles, but 
as much more widely separated as would be deter¬ 
mined by smoothing out the various an tic! In ala and 
synclinals that were formed later. By reference to 
our maps in Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Penn¬ 
ey) vania, Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia, many 
similar ovoidal Laurentian areas may be specified, 
usually larger than those of New Hampshire. This 
may be due partly to a less, thorough knowledge of 
the exact areas occupied by this older gneiss, and 
partly to the existence of a greater number of vol- 
canlcvenU, giving rise to a more widely spread and 
thicker mass of ejected material. Over the Atlantic 
slope and Canadian highlands these primeval islands 
have,,in later periods, been cemented together by a 
subsequent deposition of material; but in Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Texas, we recognize, even now, these 
eariy islands* , 

8. The lithology of the Laurentian and other crys¬ 
talline rocks Is very Ilk* that of igneous ejections, 
It is proper at this poiut to recall the proper restric¬ 
tion^ the term' Laurentian. As originally defined 
by Lonan, it Included every formation that ante¬ 
dated the Httircmlait. In the Report upon the geology 
of Ganada for ABTT-73, Belv^yn proposes to restrict 
tlm I^umitian outcrops to n all those clearly lower, 


mi conform able, granitoid, or syenliic gneisses in 
which we never find interstrati fled bands of calca¬ 
reous, argillaceous, arenaceous, and conglomeratic 
rocks/’ The Hastings and Grenville series, and ail 
the tebtet* containing the eozoon, are excluded from 
the Laurentian by this definition, as well as the 
Bethlehem, Lake Wimilplseogee, and Montalban 
groups of the Atlantic shape. The Laurentian 1* 
azoic, ttie other groups eozole; and, unless newer 
distinctions are to be made hereafter, It looks as If we 
might claim these various asoleLaurentian islands 
as the first-formed dry land, as they certainly sum the 
nuclei of the existing continents. 

There are no minerals in these Laurentian Islands 
that do not occur in eruptive granite; ami the schis¬ 
tose structure is often so faint that the field geologist 
need not be blamed if he acknowledges his inability 
to detect It. Likewise we discover the same fluids! 
inclusions and the vacuoles that pertain to granite. 
If we follow Borby and Clifton Ward in saying that 
granite has been formed beneath a pressure equiva¬ 
lent to a weight of forty thousand feet of strata, the 
same must be said of the eariy gneisses. With this 
general assertion of the Identity of gneiss and erup¬ 
tive granite, we must be satisfied at present, without 
entering into detail. 

4, The /analogy of the origin of oceanic islands 
at the present day suggests the igneous derivation 
of the Laurentian areas. Most of the high islands of 
the Pacific are composed of lava, with the volcanoes 
frequently ill action, flawali, of the Hawaiian 
group, miy Illustrate their position and shape. Its 
area above the water-line is 4,210 D miles, and Its 
cubical contents above the sea-level are about the 
same with those of New Hampshire. It rises from a 
plateau over 16,000 feet deep, thus forming a cone 
80,000 feet high, whose cubical contents must be 
twehty times greater than the pmtffeet miking dry 
laud. The length of the entire series of ttianxls, all 
of similar character, is 350 miles, and the area of the 
base of the lava must be about 100,000 □ miles. 
These codes have been built up by the accumulation 
of lava ejected from the Interior of the earth, and they 
are entirely isolated, the nearest land being 1,000 
miles distant. The ground-plan of this volcanic 
mass Is that of two elliptical areas, either of which 1ft 
like some of our Laurentian islands, and is certainty 
as large a* any of these ancient lanfis south of the 8t. 
LaWrence. The land area of the Hawaiian Islands is 
less than that of Massachusetts, but their base must 
be equal to the whole of New England and New 
York combined, Surely it cannot be avowed that 
volcaule areas are too small to be compared with the 
space decupled by our oldest formation. 

The so-called lowlands are likewise of volcanic ori¬ 
gin; since coril polyps have built up repfs upon the 
igneous area after the disappearance of the fire, and 
the HaWalian areas are encircled by reefs. After the 
volcanoes have become cold, loose material would be 
Worked* In between them, coral reefs would grow, 
and, th various ways, the land area would be enlarged, 
and finally an archipelago may become a large island. 
It needs only time and a repetition of these construe- 
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tive agencies to make a continent out of a series of 
archipelagos. 

There are two points requiring explanation In this 
connection, — first, the supposed deeply seated locali¬ 
ties where granite is produced; and, second, the ori¬ 
gin of foliation In the schists. 

We should naturally expect that the earlier igneous 
rock* would have been derived from reserVoii-s quite 
near the surface, because of the thinness of the crust 
With this notion agrees the presence of cavities con¬ 
taining liquid, and of hydrated minerals, which are 
more common in the older eruptive rocks, and have 
lod to the aqneo-lgneous theories of the origin of 
granite. Water would be scarce at great depths, and 
hence these rocks ought to originate near the surface 
where moisture was abundant. It seems to us that 
this consideration should more than balance the argu¬ 
ments usually cited in favor of the origin of granite 
at enormous depths, as It is difficult to see how both 
can he true. 

Mr II. C, Sorby has led the way in studies of the 
mineral constituents of eruptive rocks. He measures 
the Included'cavltie* in the component minerals, and 
calculates h >w much the contained substances must 
have contracted In cooling, allowing for an increase 
\u the temperature of the point of vaporisation under 
pressure. By assuming the temperature to be cor¬ 
rectly determined, he ascertains the amount of press¬ 
ure indicated by mathematical formulae, and finds 
it to be the equivalent of a thickness of 40,000 feet 
of overlying rock in Cornish granites, and of 60,000 
feet in Scotch granites. Later writers seem to have 
regarded this pressure as certainly produced in the 
way thus suggested, and that its appearance at 
the surface has been due to an enormous erosion 
which has denuded the overlying blanket. This 
conclislon is not necessary; for, 1°, an enormous 
pressure would result from the tangential force of 
contr.tclion, which would be entirely adequate to 
have produced the cavities. 2°. The necessity of ah 
erosion of 40,000 feet over all the granites in every 
part of tfie world cannot be maintained. In North 
America, for example, it would necessitate the sup- 
podti >n thAl nearly eight miles’ thickness of rock 
had bi»en removed from one-fourth of the surface 
sinew the Laurentlan, for the blanket removed would 
have equalled in dimensions the crystalline areas. 
The mere statement of the amount of denudation re¬ 
quired refutes the theory, 3°. By reference to existing 
volcanoes, It Is plain that a Coliiniu of lava will often 
ho adequate to exert the needed pressure, Twneriffe 
rhea 12,<X)0 feet above the ocean, and its cone de¬ 
scends 1$,000 feet mors to the submarine plateau, 
When the crater is full of melted lava, there must be 
a pres <ure of 80,000 feet at the base of the cone: 
Induce the lava from the reservoir supplying Tenerlife 
might exhibit ihe vacuitie* produced Jby a pressure of 
8i),u00 feet without guy weight above the peak. 

When molten lava pours down the side of a crater, 
the included vapors and liquids must disappear be* 
can*; of the removal of the pressure; but, after a sub¬ 
stantial cmd has formed, the peculiar markings 
Imprinted at the greatdflpth would remain: hence 
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we can understand how it is that the vacuities are to 
be seen both in granites and lavas that have been sul>» 
jectod to great pressure. ■ At the Boston meeting of 
this association I endeavored to show that there are 
mountain masses of granite in New England possess¬ 
ing all the physical characteristics of volcanic cones. 
The material must have been liquid, hot, ejected , 
from a vent, and flowed over a plateau, building up a 
cone, and indurating the Underlying floor, It was 
claimed that such phenomena could be explained 
only by supposing the granite to have been erupted 
just like lava. This granite contained the usual 
vacuities Indicative of great pressure just as they 
are also found In the lava of Monte So mm a or the 
trachyte of Pouxa. 

When one examines the interior structure of mod¬ 
ern iava-flows, he is surprised to find beds nearly as 
well defined as the foliation of schftts. Around 
vents like Vesuvius or Etua the lava accumulate* 
naturally In quaquaversal sheets, no one eruption 
being very extensive. When steam and hot water 
are copiously supplied from the caldron, there may 
be flows of hot mud and tufa. The closing phases 
Of eruptions are usually showers of ashes falling 
upon the cone or beyond. If the veut U beneath the 
ocean-level, the lava is minutely subdivided and the 
deposit will be like sand or gravel. Between the ig¬ 
neous flows (he ordinary aqueous agencies wtU wear 
off excrescences, and scatter Urn fragments down the 
slope. These various agencies will produce a con¬ 
centric stratiform arrangement in the whole mass. 
Where the eruption Is massive, a similar set of layers 
will be formed. 

This mass of volcanic material will ho very sus¬ 
ceptible to metamorphlc influences when placed 
under the proper conditions of heat aud pressure. 
As the result, new minerals will be formed, arranged 
in foliated beds or schists. Thus briefly stated may 
be the origin of foliation. So long ago a* 1825, 
Poulett Scrope advocated essentially this doctrine for 
the arrangement of the crystalline particles In the 
crystalline schists, having found an analogous struct 
tore In Certaiu volcanic accumulations. 

Sufficient has now been said in advocacy of our 
doctrine thatUhe fiist land consisted of volcanic 
islands. This was the Laurentian or aspic accumu¬ 
lation. Cartographers have not yet distinguished the 
several crystalline deposits, so that it Will not be 
practicable at present tp point out the supposed vol¬ 
canic areas of the Hastings, Grenville, Mont attain, 
Huronian, and other, eoxoic periods. Sedimentation 
would also act so that in this age many beds must be 
referred to an aqueous derivation. By the close of 
the eosoic the continent Was outlined; or at least the 
framework of the future superstructure was put into 
position. The broader patches about to be men¬ 
tioned had thefr origin in the earlier numerous is-, 
lands cemented by detrifcalaccumulations. 

The mote important areas developed lit the eoxoic 
must have been Greenland, Canada east of Lake 
Winnipeg, the Atlantic district, the Rocky Itoun* 
tains, the Sierra Nevada*, and numerous buttes ove^ 
the Cordilleras, The three great depressions of ECu4- 
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son’s Bay, the Mississippi valley, and the Salt-Lake 
and Nevada basins commenced to sink very early, 
anti the future growth of the continent consisted 
largely In filling them up with marine sediments. An 
Inspection of a map drawn upon a correct scale wilt 
dissipate the fancied resemblance to the letter V, 
in the Canadian dominion, so often insisted upon. 
Neither has the development of the land been in 
bands parallel to the north-west and south-east arms 
of this supposed angle. A better conception would 
find three great basins, excluding the unknown re¬ 
gain of Mexico and Alaska, in each of which opera¬ 
tions were conducted independently. The best 
known is ihat of the interior of the United States, or 
the Mississippi hydrographic basin. This depression 
wa* nearly encircled by a crystalline border of high 
land. Beginning at Alabama, we follow It to New 
England, thence by a slight gap to the Adirondack 
promontory, thence across the Lakes to the Dukota 
promontory. In Minnesota and Dakota the schists 
are more or less covered by cretaceous clays and ter¬ 
tiary sands; but they evidently constitute the floor 
for the surface strata occasionally piercing through the 
later deposit, as in the Black Hill*. Thus we may 
connect the Dakota and Rocky Mountain crystal¬ 
lines, From Wyoming southerly the granites are 
again conspicuous into New Mexico. Thus the cir¬ 
cuit is not complete: it is like a horseshoe, with the 
lower MLaifudppl valley in the gap; yet this tnay have 
been filled in the Cambrian age, since Laurentian 
Islands are found iu Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri, 
We might give reas >ns for believing in the recent 
origin of the depression between New Mexico am! 
Ahib&uia. 

The map will show, around the borders of this 
Mediterranean Sea, the primordial sea-beach, whether 
examined in Virginia, New York, Michigan, Colo¬ 
rado, or Texas. Could we dissect the land, we should 
find an immense platter of Cambrian sediments co¬ 
extensive with the crystalline highlands surrounding 
aktd underlying it. In Cambro-Silurian times the 
story la repeated. Marine limestones formed other 
dishes, each limited in site by the upturned edges of 
the platter underneath. The rest of the history is 
given hi our textbooks. Our Mediterranean Sea was 
not closed till the etui of the cretaceous, when the 
salt-water was expelled, never to return. 

iu the w**l a similar ovoidal, crystalline border can 
be traced, holding paleozoic sediments. Beginning at 
the Rocky Mountain chain In Wyoming, we follow 
U southerly to Mexico. Across Arizona are many 
gnelssfc outlines, but not sufficiently numerous to 
dose tlio gap. In California we reach a country en¬ 
tirety gneUric beneath the sands of the desert, which 
connects with the Sierra Nevada*, and is traceable 
along the Nevada line neatly to Oregon/ There the 
course Is changed, the rocks trend north-easterly, 
show tbeimelve* conspicuously to 4he Blue Moun¬ 
tains of eastern Oregon, the Salmon Elver Moun¬ 
tainsof Idaho, and western spurs of the Cockles 
agtdn in, Montana, which are continuous to our start- 
in Wyoming. Our crystallines do not pass 
aprfh of the parallel of Into Columbia. We have 


therefore found a complete crystalline border for the 
depressions of our western territories, and, within 
this ovoidal line, alt the members of the paleozoic, 
mesozoic, and csnozoic groups, but not arranged with 
the simplicity of their distribution In the east, 

Less is known of the arctic basin than of the 
others; but the scattered sketches afforded by voy¬ 
agers indicate the presence of the more important 
member* of the geological column. Where these 
basins adjoin, there is a much wider area of ancient 
land. 

In conclusion, I will simply recapitulate the more 
important phases of the growth of our continent. 

We Start with the earth in the condition of igneous 
fluidity. 

Echols so as to become Incrusted and covered by 
an ocean. 

Numerous volcanoes discharge melted rock, build¬ 
ing up ovoidal piles of granite, which change gradu¬ 
ally Into Crystalline schists. 1 When th<*se hillr are 
high enough to overlook the water, they constitute 
the beginnings of dry land. 

At the commencement of paleozoic time the conti¬ 
nent Is composed of three immense basins, located 
near Hudson’s Bay, the Mississippi hydrographic area, 
ami the great Nevada series of land-locked valleys. 

The later history of the development of the conti¬ 
nent presents the details of the filllng-up of the»e 
depression*, the expulsion of the Mediterranean t-ea*, 
and tile description of the varied forms of life that 
successively peopled the land and water. 

The history opens with igneous agency in the 
ascendant. Aqueous and organic forces became 
conspicuous later on, and ice has put on the finish¬ 
ing touches to the terrestrial contours. The com¬ 
pleted structure wo must acknowledge to bo * very 
good.’ 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

Our leading article of June 29 was based iu 
part upon a mistake, which we desire to correct. 
Foreign periodicals received by mail In single num¬ 
bers have wot been dutiable within the last five years. 
Nevertheless the writer of the article, who subscribes 
to thrCe foreign scientific journals, and receives them 
by mall, had been foiued to pay duty on each number 
for the past nine or ten months; and the same has 
been the case With others of our acquaintance. Our 
po*t*u$ee regulations are so frequently changed that 
one dan rarely tell whether he is the victim of a 
blunder or * whim. 

— it Pasteur, who has just obtained a grant of 
fifty thousand francs from the French Chambers to 
send a scientific mission to Egypt to Investigate 
whether the cholera be not due to the development 
of a microscopic ahimal in the human body, states, 
in a letter to VoUaire, the reasons which induced him 
to recommend the board of health to send out the 
mission In question. He says, “ I urged the sending- 
out of this mission on account of the great progress 
that selence has made since the fast cholera epidemic 
respecting transmissible diseases. Every due of those 
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diseases that hare been the subject of a thorough 
Investigation has led biologists to the conclusion 
that they were caused by the development, In the body 
of man or the animals, of a microscopic animal, caus¬ 
ing therein disturbances frequently fatal. All the 
symptoms of the disease, all the causes of death, Are 
directly under the influence of the physiological prop¬ 
erties of the microbes. What is needed at present 
to meet the requirements of science, is to ascertain 
the primary cause of the scourge. Now, the present 
state of our knowledge indicates that we should direct 
all our attention to the possible existence In the blood, 
or in such or such an organ, of an Infinitesimally 
small being whose nature and properties would in ali 
likelihood account lor all the peculiarities of cholera, 
both as regards Us morbid symptoms and the mode 
of its propagation. The existence of that microbe 
once ascertained would speedily settle the question 
as to the measures to be taken to check the spread of 
the disease, and might possibly suggest new thera¬ 
peutic means to cure it.” The mission consists of 
four young #«»anfs, doctors, and biologists, —-Bra. 
Roux, Thulliier, Straus, and Nocard. |M. Pasteur 
hopes, that, by scrupulously attending to the hygienic 
precautions he has written down lor them, the great 
danger they are incurring may be minimized. 

— The September Century has several papers to 
which our readers* attention may lie called. One of 
the illustrated articles relates Lieut. Schwatka’s 
personal adventures in the hunt for the tnusk-ox. 
Ernest Ingersoll gives an excellent account of Mr. 
Agassiz* private laboratory at Newport, and of the 
methods he basso successfully introduced for carry¬ 
ing delicate sea-animals through their earlier stages. 
An admirable portrait, engraved by Velton, from a 
photograph of Notman*s, will interest many. It has 
more spirit than one formerly published in the har¬ 
vard reginter. Under the title, ‘ The tragedies of 
the nests/ John Burroughs writes of the difficulties 
birds encounter in rearing their young. The at¬ 
tempts toward the unification in railway time in 
this country are briefly discussed by W. F. Allen. 

A writer on ornamental forms in nature gim 
several striking illustrations of the effects pro¬ 
ducible, with due study, by ‘the naturalistic school* 
of decorators. With eyes capable of seeing the 
stream, moth, vino, and skunk-cabbage Mn nature * 
as they appear tp our writer* we may doubt the 
possibility of their evolutionary limit in art being 
ever reached. Like the tfpanish-Moorlsh designer, 
he ‘evidently did not care three straws for what 
all the botanists and florists on earth might think 
of his work/ so long as it teach ns to regard nature 
from the standpoint of art, and tend in some 
measure to straighten the devious paths of the 
modern conventionalizes 

—The Tribune of Minneapolis, for Aug 16, printed 
Dr. Dawson’s address before the American associa¬ 
tion in full, as well as long abstracts of several of the 
sectional addressee. Subsequent Issues gave very 
fair reports of the papers read. 

— The first number of Kobeit’s lemoffraphie der 
Mchalentragenden turopatachen Sfeeree conchytlen has 


appeared. It is in quarto, with colored plates, and 
this number is devoted to species of Muricidae. The 
descriptions are In Latin, with German text. 

— The Washington, of the Italian navy, under 
command of Capt. Magnaghi, is engaged in its 
annua! cruise for the study of the western Mediter¬ 
ranean, 

— One of the Akka® (African pygmies) taken to 
Italy Ip 1873 by Mian! has just died of consumption 
at Yerona. 

— The newspapers of yesterday announce that Mr. 
J. A. Ryder has succeeded in rearing the American 
oyster from the egg. His experiments were made in 
natural enclosures, and so conducted aa to preclude 
any doubt that the spat obtained has been derived 
from any source except that of the spawn artificially 
fertilized and Introduced into the enclosure. The 
greatest obstacle to the cultivation of the oyster Is 
now removed. 
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FRANCIS MAITLAND BALFOUR . 

About a year ago came the sad news of the 
sudden death of Professor Balfour of Cam¬ 
bridge. If the 
loss was felt less 
severely in this 
countrj 7 than in 
England, it was 
only because he 
had fewer person¬ 
al friends here; 
and to fblly un¬ 
derstand his w orth 
one must have 
known and talked 
with him. It is 
true that it re¬ 
quired no unusual 
insight to read the 
fine qualities of the 
man in his writ¬ 
ings; but none 
save those who 
knew him could 
appreciate his re¬ 
markable personal 
attractiveness. 

Not the least part 
of the wonderful 
work of his short 
life was that 
Which he accom¬ 
plished as a teach- H* * 

er; here as every- 
where, bis person¬ 
al influence had a 
* large share; and 
! > sketch of Bal- 

|bur ; s scientific work would be incomplete 
'%without a reooghitlon of the bearing which his 
upon it* 

^ The meeting of leading biologists in Octo- 






her last, to found the Memorial studentship, 
was remarkable in many ways: rarely have 
been heard such words of admiration and love 
for one man as were then expressed for Bal¬ 
four. Many spoke at length of the debt Cam¬ 
bridge owed him. 
It may be said that 
he divided with 
Foster the honor 
of giving the great 
impetus to the bi¬ 
ological movement 
in the English uni¬ 
versities. What 
Huxley had done 
for Foster, the lat¬ 
ter did for Bal¬ 
four, giving him 
the first hearty en¬ 
couragement aud 
support; together 
they raised biolo¬ 
gy from the third 
to the level of the 
first rank of stud¬ 
ies at Cambridge, 
equalling that held 
by mathematics. 
Oxford soon fol¬ 
lowed this impor¬ 
tant movement, 
trying to secure 
Balfour for the 
professorship left 
vacant by the 
death of Rolle- 
ston. Ills con¬ 
nection with nat¬ 
ural science at 
Cambridge was 
described in warm language by Foster, his 
teacher, and by Sedgwick, one of his pupils: 
£e advanced morphology there by his brilliant 
success In teaching and in research. 
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In teaching he combined manly force with 
a delicate regard for the feelings of his pupils. 
From the writer’s personal impressions of him 
as a lecturer, he did not aim at eloquence, but 
to be understood in every step; rarely looking 
at his hearers, he spoke rapidly and with in¬ 
tense earnestness, crowding a vast deal into 
the hour. The main qualities of his character 
shone forth in his lectures, — energ}*, which he 
infused into his hearers; truthfulness, which 
soon gave implicit confidence in his state¬ 
ments ; modesty and sympathy, which inspired 
effort and free exchange of thought. 

Balfour’s love of truth came constantly into 
play in his laboratory instruction. While 
looking over a student’s shoulder, he would 
sometimes say *ith a laugh, 44 You must in¬ 
terpret that specimen with the eye of faith ; ” 
but this was very far from being a serious in¬ 
junction, for he exacted of his students the 
greatest caution in the progress of their mi¬ 
croscopic work. However tempting a certain 
interpretation of a specimen might be, Balfour 
never accepted it until it rested on the clear¬ 
est evidence. An instance of this sort is re¬ 
called by the writer, which related to the much 
disputed origin of a well-known embryonic 
structure, A number of sections had been 
prepared, seeming to confirm the view which 
Balfour himself had Advocated some time be¬ 
fore ; it required considerable self-control uot 
to attach a somewhat forced meaning to 
them: this was, however, forbidden; and it 
was not until several days afterwards that 
fresh sections established < the fact bfeyond 
question. 

To Foster, Balfour repaid his student-debt 
by extending, in turn, continued encourage¬ 
ment to others. He did not fear, as many 
great teachers have, that joint labor with his 
juniors would derogate from his reputation: 
his joint articles are numerous; he was zeal¬ 
ous to recognize research done by his pnpils, 
seeming to be prouder of this than of his own 
work. Nothing could be more stimulating to 
the young men about him, still distrustful of 
their powers, than this generous co-operation. 
Is it surprising, then, that the voluntary attend¬ 


ance upon his lectures increased in seven years 
from ten to ninety, and that at the time of his 
death twenty students were engaged in difficult 
research in his laboratory? Only those who 
are familiar by experience with the few incen¬ 
tives among younger students to the study of 
biology can appreciate what these numbers 
mean. 

Wo need not attempt to give a fall list of 
Balfour’s writings. They began in 1878, his 
twenty-first year, with a few short papers ap¬ 
pearing over Foster’s name and his own in the 
Quarterly journal of microscopical science: they 
terminated nine years later, with his fine work 
upon Peripatus, published posthumously in 
the same journal, and of which a full abstract 
will be found farther on. His extensive in¬ 
termediate works, the Elasmobranch fishes 
and Comparative etnbryologj, are universally 
known. 

From the first he devoted himself to embry¬ 
ology. While this, as among the youngest of 
the biological sciences, admits of rapid work, 
it is far from admitting rapid generalization. 
No other branch of morphology requires more 
painstaking; the very materials one has -to 
study are minute and indefinite; and two minds 
will often place different constructions upon 
the same specimen. There is abundant oppor¬ 
tunity for scientific guesswork, with the feeling 
of security that disproval will be difficult. 
Balfour understood the real value of guessing 
at truth, but he always made it very clear to 
the reader when be was so doing; his hy¬ 
potheses were accompanied by definite state¬ 
ments, in which the reasons pro and con were 
set forth in all impartiality to each. Herein 
lies a chief charm and merit of his work, its 
brilliant suggestiveness, side by side but 
never in confusion with well-established faqts. 
Every chapter contains half a dozen invita¬ 
tions to other investigators to prove or dis¬ 
prove certain provisional statements. Vast 
as is the Information contained in his Com¬ 
parative embryology, Balfour himself appreci¬ 
ated, that, as far as mere facts went, the first 
volume would be somewhat ,out of date before 
the second was ifi press. Not so, howeter^ 
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with his masterly discussions of these facts, 
which are found on every page, and the value 
of which, to embryologists, cannot be estimated. 
Moreover, to his authorship is largely due the 
rapidly spreading interest in embryology in 
Fngtand and America, —a branch of science, 
it will be remembered, which had previously 
been mostly in German hands. 

One frequently heard from him his own very 
modest opinion of his work; this was not at 
all inconsistent with striking independence 
and originality of thought, and adherence to his 
convictions. His modesty added more to the 
recognition of his genius than an}' assertions of 
his own could have done. Many were press¬ 
ing forward to assert his claims, and honors 
were fast showered upon him in Kngland and 
abroad. He was admired and beloved by all 
who knew him. In scientific discussion he 
had the rare quality, which Richard Cobden 
is said to have possessed, of remaining on 
the pleasantest personal terms with his oppo¬ 
nents. 

His energy in all matters was great, and his 
power of writing was unusually rapid ; but, ad¬ 
vised by kind friends, he rarely overtaxed his 
strength, which was limited. He spent most 
of his evenings with his friends, throwiug off 
from his mind the labors of the day, and talk¬ 
ing vivaciously upon the topics of the times. 
When the first volume of Comparative embry¬ 
ology was being written, he generally worked 
but five hours daily, giving much time to 
physical exercise, bicycling, or tenuis, into 
which he entered with all the enthusiasm of 
his nature. lie was courageous, but npt reck¬ 
less; and nothing in his previous life would 
lead us to suppose that the mountain climb 
which proved fatal was undertaken in a fool¬ 
hardy spirit, 

Balfour in' a few j^ears accomplished the work 
of a lifetime* His influence was and is two¬ 
fold*— first, upon those with whom he came 
in personal contact, especially bis scientific as¬ 
sociates and students (an influence which can- 
fail to endure, well expressed by Professor 
: u I feel that his presence is 
I cannot Ipse the sense of his 


presence”); and, secondly, the influence of 
his scientific work, which for genius, breadth, 
and truth, can never be surpassed. May the 
splendid memorial which has been raised for 
him perpetuate his noble example as a teacher 
and man of science! Hunky F. Oshokn. 


THE INTELLIGENCE OF BIRDS. 

Having met with many instances wherein 
birds have shown considerable ingenuity in 
overcoming the ill results of accidents to their 
nests, such as oftep arise during violent storms, 
it occur red to me, at the outset of the bird¬ 
nesting season of the present year, to endea vor 
to test their intellectual powers generally, by 
a series of simple experiments, hoping there¬ 
by to be able to determine to what extent 
birds exercise their reasoning faculties. 

My experiments, and the inferences 1 drew, 
are as follows : — 

Noting the material being gathered for the 
nest, partially constructed, of a chipping-spar- 
row (Spizella socialis), I placed a small quan¬ 
tity of the same in a conspicuous position near 
the nest. It was seen by the sparrows, and 
examined, but none was removed. I placed 
a portion of it upon the margin of the unfin¬ 
ished nest: it was promptly removed by the 
male bh*d, who used only such materials as 
were brought to him by his mate. The follow¬ 
ing day the task of lining the nest with hair was 
commenced. 1 placed a quantity of this mate¬ 
rial on a branch near by, but it was passed 
unnoticed. I next placed a few hairs on the 
margin of the nest: they were promptly re¬ 
moved. On replacing many of these in the 
nest, the entire lining was thrown out. ! re¬ 
placed.it, and the nest was abandoned. 

A week later, finding another neat with 
three eggs, I added a few white cat-hairs to 
the lining: these were removed. Others of 
dark colors were added: they, also, were re¬ 
moved. X replaced both dark and white hairs: 
the eggs were broken, and the nest abandoned. 

Four eggs found in a third nest were re¬ 
moved without touching the nest, a wooden 
spoon whittled for the purpose being used. In 
three days the female commenced laying again ; 
four days later three eggs had been laid. . Re¬ 
placed the four I had removed: they were 
promptly thrown from the nest. I then re¬ 
moved the nest, and, substituting another, 
carefully replaced the eggs without handling 
them* After what appeared to be a serious 
consultation, the new nest was accepted. 
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These birds suffered no farther annoyance, and 
reared their brood without mishap. 

Why should not these have utilized the ma¬ 
terial for their nest which I offered, rather 
than gather similar stuff from distant points ? 
They could not have been frightened by any 
odor attached to the material through han¬ 
dling, as I was carefal not to touch a particle 
of it, using a pair of wooden tweezers in every 
case. Neither did they see me carrying any 
thing to or from their nests. As these, in 
all cases, were nearly or quite completed^ the 
birds had necessarily become thoroughly fa¬ 
miliar with the surroundings, and doubtless 
recognized the fact that th^se offered twigs 
and the hair had suddenly appeared in, to 
them, some unexplained manner, and the 
mystery surrounding it made them suspicious. 
Suspicion, I suggest, is a complicated mental 
effort. Again: the spaijpws were sorely per¬ 
plexed when a nest not of their building, but 
of the same character, was substituted for 
their own. Here, these birds exhibited fear; 
but finally the maternal instinct overcame the 
timidity of the female, and she resolved to 
brave the danger or solve the mystery, and 
cared for her eggs as usual. The male bird 
kept aloof for several days, I think; but of 
this I am not positive. These sparrows were 
moved by conflicting emotions,—evidence, I 
think, of an advanced degree of intelligence. 

Another series of experiments were as fol¬ 
lows: finding a nest of the summer warbler 
(Dendroeca aestiva) in a low alder, the foliage 
of which was about one-third grown, I girdled 
the supporting growths a few inches below the 
nest. The leaf-buds withered, and the nest, 
which under ordinary circumstances would have 
been quite concealed from view by the fall- 
grown leaves, was now exposed. The nest 
was abandoned. 

The next girdling experiment was made on 
the nest of a white-eyed vireo (Vireo nove- 
boraoencis) found attached to a low limb of a 
small beech. The leaves quickly shrivelled, 
and the nest, although just finished, was aban¬ 
doned. 

A second experiment of the same sort was 
tried, with identical result. 

A nest of the summer warbler was found in 
a low shrub, containing young birds, and the 
supporting branches girdled. The leaves with¬ 
ered and fell, exposing the nest to full view. 
The parent birds remained, and successfully 
reared their brood. 

In these cases we have evidence of mental 
operations of a more complicated character 
than any exhibited by the sparrows. It is evi- 
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dent, that in every case, these birds, in selecting 
the position for their nests, knew that the growth 
of the foliage would afford a desirable, if not 
necessary, protection to them. Finding that 
the growth of the foliage had been checked, 
that the little shelter at first afforded was daily 
growing less, they foresaw that the nests, under' 
these circumstances, would be too much ex¬ 
posed to be safe from molestation* and they 
were abandoned, even after a fall complement 
of eggs had been laid. Can we explain this by 
any other means than by using that very sug¬ 
gestive term 4 foresight ’ ? But mark: when 
the same circumstance occurred after the 
young had appeared, the claims of the brood 
upon the parents were too strong to be over¬ 
come, and the danger of occupying an exposed 
nest was readily braved. 

Experiments of another character were as 
follows: I placed a series of short pieces of 
woollen yarn, fastened together at one end, 
near the tree containing a partially constructed 
nest of a Baltimore oriole (Icterus Baltimore). 
These yarns were red, yellow, purple, green, 
and gray. An equal number of strands of 
each color were thus offered to the orioles as 
building-materials. I purposely placed the red 
and yellow strands on the outside of the tas¬ 
sel-shaped mass, so that these would be first 
taken, if the color was not objectionable. To 
my complete surprise, the gray strands only 
were taken, until the nest was nearly finished, 
when a few of the purple and blue yams were 
used. Not a red, yellow, or green strand was 
disturbed. Here we have an instance of the 
exercise of choice, on the part of a bird, which 
is fall of interest. The woollen threads being 
otherwise identical, it was the color only that ■< 
influenced the choice of the birds: they real¬ 
ized that the red or yellow yams would render 
the nest conspicuous, although well protected 
by the foliage of the branch to which it was 
attached. Why the green threads were not 
taken I cannot imagine. As a result of this 
experiment, I anticipated that the orioles 
would reserve the brightly colored yams for 
the lining of the nest, and the gray and green 
for the exterior. This was a result obtained 
two years ago, when I tried a similar experi¬ 
ment ; but the use of red yam as a lining may 
have been merely accidental. 

Out of mere curiosity, fof I could not an- ! 
ticipate what might be the result, J made a few. 
transfers of the eras of one species into the 
nest of another bird. The results were not* 
however, particularly suggestive. 2 placed, 
the eggs of a cat-bird (Mimus camUnansis) ifi:; 
the nest of a song-thrush (Tardus mustehnus) , 
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and vice versa. The eggs of the former are 
dark green ; of the latter, light blue. No act 
indicative of recognition of the change was 
observed. I placed eggs of the song-sparrow 
(Melospiza melodia) in the nest of a pee-wee 
(Sayornis fuscus), and vice versa. The fly¬ 
catchers rejected the eggs of the sparrow; but 
the latter accepted the situation, although dis¬ 
turbed by it. Many other changes were made, 
with similar results ; and I concluded, that, un¬ 
less the eggs were greatly different in size and 
color, about one-half would be accepted ; but, 
when a single egg was placed in the nest of 
another bird, it was destroyed in nearly every 
case. This I found to be true, even when I 
tested such birds as are subjected to the annoy¬ 
ance of the eowpen bird's egg being deposited 
in their nests. I was surprised at this result, 
and am led to believe that large numbers of 
the eggs of this bird are destroyed. It is well 
known that our summer warbler frequently out¬ 
wits the eowpen bird by building a new nest 
directly above the old, — a two-story nest, in 
fact,—and leaves the egg that has been left to 
her care to rot in the basement, while she 
rears her 3 r oung on the floor above. It will be 
seen that from these experiments no very posi¬ 
tive results were obtained. I did note, how¬ 
ever, that, where the change was accepted, it 
was not because it passed unnoticed, but was 
submitted to, notwithstanding the evidences of 
much misgiving on the part of the birds. In 
one case, the nest was practically deserted for 
twenty-four hours, and the eggs were chilled 
in consequence. The birds sat upon them for 
five days, when, as they did not hatch, the 
nest was abandoned. In previous years I 
have made these changes occasionally with 
success, but was not able to determine that 
the young were recognized as not the offspring 
of the pareut birds. In such cases the young 
were tended with the usual care up to the time 
for leaving the nest. This may possibly be 
indicative of stupidity. It appeared so to me 
at the time; but I am now disposed to see in it 
an indication that the maternal instincts here, 
as in other cases I have mentioned, overcame 
all other feelings, and that the fact was accepted 
by the birds with as good grace as they could 
command. 

The co-operation of birds, when construct- 
tog their nests, is a subject that demands a 
good deal of close attention, and is one surely 
worthy of more systematic observation than 
has as yet been given it. The many ways 
in which birds assist each other in neat-build¬ 
ing offer, perhaps, the clearest evidence that 
they have a very intelligent notion of what 


they are doing, or propose to do. I feel war¬ 
ranted at the outset in making the somewhat 
startling assertion, that the choice of location 
for a nest is made only after protracted joint 
examination of suitable sites, and is the choice 
of both birds. I doubt if it ever happens, 
that one of a pair of birds * gives in ' to its 
mate. Certainly such a thing as madarae 
giving up to her "lord is unknown in the bird- 
world. My impression is, that the female 
birds of every species are exacting, obstinate, 
and tyrannical. I have seen marked instances 
of this among house-wrens, pee-wees, and 
even known a cooing turtle-dove to exhibit 
unmistakable evidences of a quick temper. 
These may seem to be trivial matters, and not 
within the range of the scientific study of 
animal intelligence; but it is an error to look 
upon such proofs of individuality in this light: 
they are among the most convincing evidences 
of a high degree of intelligence. If a hun¬ 
dred or more nests of the same species of 
birds are carefully compared, it will be found 
that there is a considerable range of variation 
in their construction, and a varying degree of 
merit in the skill shown by the builders. Is 
not this evidence of different degrees of mental 
strength occurring among birds of the same 
species ? 

But to return to the subject of co-operation 
in nest-building. I have found, that where 
very long, fibrous materials are used, as in the 
case of the globular nests of the marsh-wrens, 
the birds work together in weaving the long 
grasses that form the exterior. I have seen 
one of these birds adjusting one end of a 
long blade of rush-grass, while its mate held 
the other end, until the former had completed 
its task to its satisfaction. It was evident that 
the weight of the ribbon-like growth that the 
bird was using, qui|u a metre in length, was 
too heavy to be moved to and fh>, and at the 
same time prevented from slipping from the 
unfinished nest. Only by assistance could 
such materials be utilized, and only by intel¬ 
ligent joint labor could these little birds build 
such large and complete globular nests. Many 
bird*, too, have been known to jointly carry 
away a long string or piece of muslin too 
heavy or cumbersome for either one to move. 
Again; materials are often brought by one of 
a pair of birds to a nest which the other con¬ 
siders unsuitable, and fierce quarrels often 
arise from this circumstance. In such cases 
we hhve instances of a difference of opinion 
among birds, which is a marked indication 
of mental activity. 

Chables C. Abbott, M.D. 
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THE IGLOO OF THE INN HIT.' — TV. 

Thk interior of an igloo can be best under¬ 
stood by reference to the diagrams. The one, 
fig. 1, is a vertical section through the en¬ 
trance ; and the other, fig. 2, a ground-pian. 
Directly opposite the entrance is raised a plat¬ 
form of solid snow, eighteen inches to two feet 


in height, which takes up about two-thirds of 
the floor; and on this are spread the reindeer- 
skins which make the bed. Sometimes, if the 
party be large and but one igloo built, there are 
two of these snow-beds, separated by a narrow 
aisle miming from the entrance; the persons 
then sleeping at right anglos to the positions 
shown in the illustration. But such large igloos 
are rare, unless of a permanent or 
semi-permanent character. On an 
extension of the platform forward, 
on the woman’s side, is placed the 
stone lamp; and here the food is 
cooked, and the native skin clothes 
are dried. The height of this plat¬ 
form or snow-bed is nearly always 
above the top of the low door; for 
the Innuits are instinctively masters 
of the simple laws of pneumatics, 
and try to keep the snssv-bed as 
high as possible to reach the upper 
or warmer strata of air, especially to 
keep higher than the cold air, which 
can come in through the open door. 

The height varies with the perma¬ 
nency of the abode, the tempera¬ 
ture, and with the tribe. If very 
cold, or if intending to occupy the 
igloo for some time, the beds are 
made higher than they would be otherwise. 
The Netschilluks and Kinnepetoo always make 
much higher beds than the Iwilliks or Iglooliks. 
There is also much variation in the flatness of 
the dome; those of the former tribes, especially 
the Netschilluks, being very flat. ThUT, with 
their high beds, makes the space between them 

* Continued from No* 30, 


very small; but in compensation their igloos 
are the warmest and most comfortable in the 
whole arctic region. These Netschilluks (in 
and around King William’s Land) nearly al¬ 
ways have to jump out in feont of their beds to 
get standing-room to dress in, although all 
Tnnuits are adepts in the art of putting on the 
most intricate clothing in the smallest space 
conceivable. 

The Kinnepetoo In¬ 
nuits (around Chester¬ 
field Inlet, especially 
north of it) use few or 
no lamps to warm their 
snow-huts, and, despite 
the high beds and low 
roofs, they are cold, 
cheerless, and uncom¬ 
fortable beyond measure. 
These Innuits are es¬ 
sentially reindeer killers 
and eaters, and lay in an insignificant stock of 
seal-oil to burn in their lamps. Walrus-kill¬ 
ing is unknown to them. For light they use 
a piece of rendered reindeer suet, laid beside 
a piece of lighted moss, all being on a large fiat 
stone. The light of the stone lamp in all 
igloos where it is used is sufficient for all pur¬ 
poses of sewing and repairing. It is certainly 


equal to the light from three or four kerosene- 
lamps, and, with the white enow-walls, gives 
ample illumination. 

The Oo-quee-aik Salik Innuits (around the 
mouth of Back’s River), who are salmon-eaters, 
are another tribe that dispense with warming 
the snow-houses for want of oil; and thk with 
their very poor stock of clothing, they being 
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almost (constantly in rags, makes them a most 
forlorn, uncomfortable-looking, and dejected 
lot of human beings. The powers of these two 
tribes to withstand the cold seem almost phe¬ 
nomenal. . 

The flatness of the domes, however, is not 
wholly a tribal peculiarity, but is also a func¬ 
tion of the season of the year. In the winter¬ 
time, when the snow is hard and compact, 
the roof can be made much flatter than in 
the spring, when the warm, sunny days bring 
on a thaw, and threaten to tumble it in. At 
such times it is made very peaked, to gain 
strength for its weakest points, the inclining 
blocks. 

The Iwilliks and Igloo] iks (among the estu¬ 
aries of North Hudson’s Bay) have ample 
supplies of whale, seal, and walrus oil, and, 
despite their higher roofs, have very comfort¬ 
able houses in the way of warmth, while they 
exceed all otheis in roominess, and ease and 
comfort in dressing and undressing. 

The heated air, of course, rises to the top; 
and, should it grow too warm inside, this heat 
soon cuts its way through the joints of the top 
blocks, and enough fresh air enters to quickly 
reduce the temperature below freezing again, 
especially if it be very cold on the outside. 
Sometimes this ascending heat makes so much 
impression on the edges of the top blocks that 
they commence to thaw and drip in an annoy¬ 
ing manner. This is always remedied by tak¬ 
ing a handful or a small block of enow from 
the floor, where the temperature is very low, 
and applying it to the dripping spot, where it 
freezes immediately, and, like a sponge, ab¬ 
sorbs the drippings. These little pests have to 
be watched closely, however: for when they are 
saturated with water, and thawed from their 
frozen fastenings, they will come down like a 
slushy ball of lead; and it seems as if they 
would defy all the laws of gravity to get down 
a person’s back, or hit a sleeper in the face. 
I onoe had a large one fall in a pint cup lull of 
hot reindeer-soup just as I had it near my nose, 
blowing it to hurry up the meal and get away 
from a delayed camp. 

Small store-igloos are built outside to hold 
the bulky material, and often connect with the 
main igloo or its entranoe, if tiseir contents are 
needed from time to time. 

Where several families, generally related, 
build a family igloo, it is done by making a 
large central one, without bed-platforms or 
other impediments to roominess; and around 
this are built the smaller family igloos, —■ two, 
three, or even a half-dozen, —connecting with 
the central one by high groined arches that 


will generally allow of passing from one to the 
other without stooping; and conversation can 
be readily carried on between them, these 
smaller igloos being more like radiating al¬ 
coves than separate structures. Then the 
entrance to the main part is made very long 
(fifteen or twenty feet), and its outer end is 
changed from time to time to face away from 
the wind, if it be at all strong. The usual en¬ 
trance is so low that one always has to enter 
on his hands and knees; but in these family 
igloos the greater part one can accomplish by 
stooping considerably. There is always a 
crowd of hungry dogs ready to take advantage 
of a person’s entering to crowd in close behind, 
so as to steal a stray piece of blubber from the 
lamp-platform or floor. At all other times 
two or three of their heads can be seen closing 
the entrance, waiting a good opportunity for a 
dash. The matron of the bouse, sitting d la 
Turc on the edge of the bed, keeps a good 
stout club convenient, and whacks them over the 
nose whenever they make an unusually impu¬ 
dent intrusion. At night-times, and during 
cold, windy weather, the more belligerent of 
these camels of the cold monopolize the en¬ 
trance for sleeping-apartments ; but they gen¬ 
erally manage to get into some sort of fight, 
breaking in the door, and the master then arises 
and vacates these canine compartments with 
the butt-end of a whip or a sledge-slat, and they 
remain quiet for the rest of the night. 

The temperature inside ranges from freezing 
(above which, of course, it cannot ascend) to 
about ton to twenty degrees below. Late in 
the winter, when all have inured themselves to 
the cold, the same tribe will keep their houses 
much colder with the same apparent comfort. 
At these temperatures one feels very warm 
after coming in from the outside. The outer 
clothes are taken off, and even baths are in¬ 
dulged in; the little children, stark naked* 
playing on the reindeer-skins of the bed with 
the little puppies and toy harness. Those 
tribes that do not use oil-lamps are, of course, 
much colder in their houses, having only the 
warmth of the body and a few lights, with 
occasionally some cooking from the lumps; 
yet I do not think it ever gets below zero. 
Kven in these igloos 1 have known a Kinne- 
petoo to take a reindeer-skin that had been * 
soaked to rid it of hair, and that was appar¬ 
ently frozen as solid as boiler plate iron, and, 
putting it under his coat against the bare skin, 
hold it there not only until it was thawed out, 
but ^lso until it was dry, and fit to be used for 
a drumhead for their superstitious rites. Jug¬ 
gernaut could show no greater devotees among 
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his followers* Such are the iron Innuits of 
the unwarmed igloos of the Arctic. 

A recently constructed igloo is more comfort¬ 
able than one long used, the alternating heat 
and cold of the day and night soon converting 
the latter into a translucent mass of ice, that 
becomes uncomfortably chilly on a cold night; 
besides, the steam from the cooking and the 
moisture from the breath congeal upon the 
roof, and, in the course of ten or twelve days, 
become so thick as to form a base for a 
constant liliputian snow-storm, which is disa¬ 
greeable beyond measure. One of the most 
conspicuous comforts of arctic travelling is the 
constant changing of igloos. 

(Tv be continued*) 


BALFOUR*S LAST RESEARCHES ON 
PE RIP A TUS. 

At the time of his death, the late lamented Prof. 
F. At. Balfour was engaged upon ail investigation of 
the anatomy and development of Perlpatus, the low* 
est known form of Traeheata (insects). Unfortu¬ 
nately, he left his work far from complete; but two 
frlelide, Mr, Sedgwick and Professor Moseley, both 
thoroughly competent, have undertaken and com¬ 
pleted the 'grateful task of editing what could be 
gathered from Balfour’s material. We have, how¬ 
ever, hardly more than a descriptive account of the 
anatomy and development of the animal. We inks 
the fruitful thought with which Balfour enriched his 
writings before committing them to the press. 

The article is publUhed in the April number of the 
Quarterly journal of microscopical science, and is ac¬ 
companied by numerous beautiful plates. A portion 
of these were drawn by Miss Balfour. Their excel¬ 
lence graces thU quiet expression of a sister’s close 
relation to a gifted brother. 

Balfour’s investigations were directed especially 
upon Perlpatus capensia. The memoir opens with 
a careful description of the external characters of the 
species. The account of the legs is the first satisfac¬ 
tory one published. The number of legs Is variable, 
but usually there are seventeen pairs. Kuch leg has 
the form of a cone, with a pair of claws at the apex: 
it bears a succession of rings of papillae, but towards 
the tip the papillae In part fuse together to form three 
ventrally placed pads. The foot Is distinct, being 
separated by a constriction from the upper part of 
the limb, and has several pads upon its ventral sur¬ 
face, and bears the two conical recurved claws. On 
■ the middle of the ventral line of junction of the leg 
with the body lies the opening of the segmental or¬ 
gans. The disposition of this opening on the fourth 
and fifth legs Is slightly different. The last leg has 
a papilla with a »Ht-Hke gland opening at its apex. 
The gland itself is large, and runs far forward, and is 
probably a modified crural gland. 

Part IT. is a monograph of the internal anatomy. 
In the alimentary canal> a nearly straight tube slightly 


longer than the body, five parts may be distinguished. 
1, The buccal cavity. Its opening Is surrounded by 
a tumid lip, covered by a soft skin raised into papilli¬ 
form ridges. Attached to the median dorsal wall of the 
cavity is a muscular protuberance (tongue), covered 
by the oral epithelium, ami furnished with organs of 
special sense, like those In the skin, and with chltlnous 
teeth. On each side of the tongue Is placed the Jaw, 
with recurved chltinous teeth. The jaws are, no 
doubt, modified limbs: their structure and action are 
minutely described. The salivary glands open into the 
bUccal cavity by a short common duct, are variable in 
length, but stretch usually two-thirds the length of 
the body. They consist of two parts: the first runs 
backward as a wide, straight tube; the second runs 
forward and upward, Is small in diameter, and ap¬ 
parently branching In the figures, though the fact Is 
not mentioned in the text. The anterior end of the 
first part serves as a duct, and is lined by a cubical- 
celled epithelium; while the rest of the same part is 
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Ff«. 1, Horizontal ueoti on through the )wad: trp, trachna) pit; 
m»l, nail vary gland ; M, month; * U, common salivary dwi ; 
J, jaw ; o j, outer Jaw, or muscular portion; between the two 
Jaw# Hu* the aoctlou of the tongue. 

glandular, and lined by very elongated epithelial cells 
with their nuclei at their bases. 8. The pharynx Is 
a highly vjmscular tube, with a triangular lumen, 
which extends from the mouth to about half way be¬ 
tween the first and second pair of legs. (It appears 
to me that the author is In error when he states that 
such a structure Is not characteristic of Insects.) 8. 
The oesophagus, on the dorsal wall of which occurs 
the junction of the two sympathetic rterves. 4. The 
stomach, by far the largest part’yof the alimentary 
tract, has its walls irregularly, not segmen tally, folded. 
The walk themselves are composed pVlncipally by the 
internal epithelium, the cell* of which are elongated, 
flbre-Hke, with their nuclei about one-fourth of the 
way from the base; and around their bases are short 
cells Irregularly scattered, and having round nuclei, 
6. The short rectum is chiefly remarkable because the 
circular muscular layer is eatable the Internal layer 
formed of Isolated longitudinal bands. . - 

The nervous System is particularly interesting; fur 
It consists of two ventral cords united by numerous 
transverse bauds, and having an enlargement corse* 
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sponding to each leg* The cords are united In front, 
above the oesophagus, to form the cephalic ganglia, 
# and are also united behind over the anus. The 
arrangement of the commissure and nerves of the ven¬ 
tral cords is minutely described. The supra-oesopha- 
geal ganglia give origin to the immense anteimary 
nerves, and a few small epidermal nerves; laterally, 
one-third of the way back, the optic nerves, and two 
pairs of smaller nerves near the optic; still farther 
back, a large median nerve from the dorsal surface; 



Kit*. 2. General anatomy; the digestive tract la supposed to be 
excised; the nervous system is represented in black: unit, 
autvmrn; op, oral papilla; hr, brain; sai, salivary gland; pA, 
pharynx; e#s, oesophagus; com, commissures; F /, F2 t F 77, 
feet; i o4, sotf, *o2 7,segmental organs; a </,accessory glaucl; 
ffo, genital opening; an t anus; « c, anal oomraUsure. 

from the ventral surface, the sympathetic nerves, 
which foiiow the grooves of the pharynx, and unite 
uport the dorsal wall of the oesophagus, The gan¬ 
glion-cells ana Confined, for the most part, to the sur¬ 
face in the supra-oesophngeal ganglia, and to the 
ventral layer to the longitudinal cords. On tlio under 
side of each lobe of the brain Is a conical protuberance 
of ganglion-cells, which Grube regards as an organ of 
hearing; but Balfour questions that interpretation. 

; The wltin resembles that of other insects. The cur¬ 
ate is thin, and forms a separate conical sap over each 


cell. The surface of the cuticle is dotted over with 
minute spinous tubercles. Scattered over the skin 
are organs of special 
seme, which I think 
resemble the olfactory 
organs of insects; hut 
Balfour regards (hem 
as tactile. Each is a 
broad, conical, cufclc- 
ular spine supported 
by large specialized 
sensory cells. 

The tracheae arise 
from openings be¬ 
tween the ridges of 
the skin. Each aper¬ 
ture leads into a pit 
formed by the Invagi- 
nated skin; and from 
the bottom thereof 
springs a bunch of 
fine tracheal tubes, 
which display large 
adherent nuclei on 
their walla, and trans¬ 
verse lines indicating 
the presence of a spi¬ 
ral fibre. The open¬ 
ings form two rows 
(subdorsal) on the 
back, and two rows 
on either side of the 
median ventral line; they are also found on the feet, 
around the bases of the feet, and on the head. 

The mUHcleH of the jaws are alone striated: all 
others are unstriated. The muscles of the body form 
an external double layer of circular fibres, an inner 
layer of longitudinal muscles forming five bands (one 



P 

Kio. 4, Section of tracheal orifice: o, external orifice; p, pit; Ir, 
tnmhefth; n, tracheal nuclei. 

being median and ventral), and vortical septa of trans¬ 
verse fibres (one septum on each side of the alimen¬ 
tary Canal): so that the body-cavity Is divided into 
three regions, — a median, containing the alimentary 
tract* slime-glands, etc.; and two lateral, containing 



the jaw; sympathetic nerves; 
p c, posterior loin* of brain ; or n, 
nerve* of the oral papillae; org% 
ganglion of oral nerve*; cm, lat¬ 
eral nerve* of ventral chorda; p », 
pedal nerve*; ftj 7, enlargement 
corresponding to pedal nerve*; 
co, commissure. 
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the nervous system, salivary glands, segmental or¬ 
gans, etc. 

The vascular system is imperfectly known. Bal¬ 
four describes a dorsal tube without apparent muscu¬ 
lar walls as the probable representative of the heart, 
and mentions a less distinct ventral vessel. (Cf. note.) 

The segmental organs , which were first recognised 
by Balfour, 1 conform to the structures designated by 
the same name in annelids. They consist of: 1°. a 
vesicular portion opening to the exterior; 2°. a coiled 
portion, which is again subdivided into several sec¬ 
tions; 8°. a terminal section ending by a somewhat en¬ 
larged opening into the lateral compartment of the 
body-cavity. The first two pairs, corresponding to the 
fourth and fifth legs, differ somewhat from the rest, 
which are all similarly constructed. They are lined 
by an epithelium, which varies in character in the 
different parts of the organs: in the first portion, the 
ceils are large, flattened, and have large protuberant 
nuclei; the second portion has a columnar epithelium 
in its outer part, in which, further, two regions may 



be distinguished histologically; a third region within 
this outer part has large, flat, granular cells, with 
dink-like nucleolated nuclei; while a fourth region, 
the innermost of the middle portion again, has a lin¬ 
ing of small columnar cells. Tlie inner portion lias 
a thick columnar epithelium crowded with oval nuclei, 
and oftens with reflected lips into the body-cavity. 

The generative organs are briefly described by the 
editors, who do not, however, deal with their histology, 
Tim male organs consist of a pair of testes, a pair of 
prostates, and vasa deferentla and accessory glandular 
tubules. The female organs consist of a median un¬ 
paired ovary and a pair of oviducts, which are dilated 
for a great part of their course to perform a uterine 
function, and which open behind Into a common ves¬ 
tibule communicating directly with the exterior. In 
all the legs except the first there are glandular bodies. 
The large accessory gland opening in the last leg of 
the male Is probably a modification of one of the 
series for which the name * crural glands * U proposed* 

Part III., also entirely written by tlie editors, treats 

1 Balfour : Quart, jo urn. micro# c, **., xlx. 1879. 


of tlie development. This contains illustrations, 
serving to accompany the notice published in the 
lioyal society's proceedings (Scikwck, i. 453 ) ; certain# 
requisite explanations are added; then follow descrip¬ 
tions and figures of older 
embryos than had been pre¬ 
viously described by Bal¬ 
four. Special attention is 
called to the following more 
Important facts: — 

“1. The greater part of 
the mesoblast is developed 
from the walls of the ar- 
chenteron. 

“2. The embryonic 
mouth and anus are derived 
from the respective ends of 
the original blastopore, the 
middle part of the blasto¬ 
pore closing up. 

“8. The embryonic 
mouth almost certainly be¬ 
comes the adult mouth; 
i.e., the apart,urc leading 
from the buccal cavity into 
the pharynx, the two being 
in the same position. The 
embryonic anus is in front 
of the position of tlie adult 
anus, but in all probability shifts back, and persists 
as the adult anus, 

“4. The anterior pair of mesoblaHtlc somites give 
rise to the swellings of the pre-oral lobes and to the 
mesoblast of the head. 1 

“ There is no need for us to enlarge upon the Impor¬ 
tance of these fads. Their close bearing upon some 
bt 



Via. 7. Section through the open bliwtopore of the embryo drawn 
In ft*. S: bl t bbwtoporej me#, rooeoderm; «c, ectoderm; rn<, 
entoderm. 


of the most important problems of morphology will 
be apparent to all.** 

The paper terminates With a few appropriate and 
telling quotations from Balfour's ‘ Comparative em¬ 
bryology.* The memoir display* the best qualities 

i « We have seen nothing in any of oar section# wbtah we em 
Identify a* of so-called oMwtnobyinatou# origin.” ■ 
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the middle. 
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of Balfour’s work, and can only enhance the respect 
which all biologists feel for him. 

4 [Note. — Since writing this notice, I have learned 
of the paper since published by Gaffron upon Perl- 
patus (Schneider 1 * Zoolayische beitrfye, 1. 38). The 
original I have not seen, but only a notice in the 
J BtvloffUckes centralhlatt , Hi. 819. From the latter it 
appears that Gaffron has independently observed 
many of the facts discovered by Balfour, and in some 
respects has added to them. The following U the ab¬ 
stract of his description of the heart. “As in the 
tracheate arthropods, it lies in a special pericardial 
sinus, completely embedded in a cellular mass, most 
developed laterally. Its walls are perforated by As¬ 
sures, corresponding to the body-segments, and which 
must be sought in the upper half pf the tube. Along 
the dorsal median line runs a round cord, which is 
held (probably wrongly) to be a nerve. The pericar¬ 
dial sinus and the body-cavity communicate through 
numerous oval openings in the septum.” J 

Charles Sedgwick Minot. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 

Prairie warbler in New Hampshire. 

Several seasons ago the prairie warbler (Den- 
drooca discolor Bd.), was found nesting at North fie Id 
in New Hampshire, in June 1 believe, though I can¬ 
not give the exact date. Two of the neats, however, 
and an egg, are preserved, and place the identity be¬ 
yond question. 

The locality was a high, hush-grown pasture in the 
vicinity of » town; and the nests were pitched about 
bead-high from the ground, In the crotch of a thorn- 
bush. The birds made no demonstrations at the ap¬ 
proach to their haunts, but retired noiselessly, seeking 
to screen themselves from view. One nest contained 
three eggs, a second four. They are substantially the 
same, finely and firmly wrought, cup-shaped struc¬ 
tures, with a well-turned rim. In the latter instance, 
the external depth is 24 inches, the internal 1|; outer 
diameter 2±, inner 1$. The nest is composed essen¬ 
tially of bark strippings, Andromeda chiefiy, fine 
rass, and blasted vegetable fibre intermingled, and 
ned with hairs and the reddish filaments of Poly- 
trichum. The exterior is covered with much cobweb 
silk and some soft composltaceous substance, which 
serves to compact the whole and secure it in position. 

The egg is pointed at one end, dull white, rather 
finely atwi sparsely specked with lilac and marble 
markings, aggregating In a circle about the crown, 
measures .68x ,60 inches, resembling occasional speci¬ 
mens of the chestnut-sided warbler. 

So far as I am aware, there Is no previous authentic 
record of this warbler breeding north of Massachu¬ 
setts in New England. F. H, Herrick. 

Xlalmia. 

In your issue for Aug. 17, Dr. Abbott doubts if Kal- 
tnla grows sufficiently large to be used for making 
spoons. The abundant thickets of Kalmia latifoUa, 
beautiful but troublesome, are among the clearest 
recollections of my youth In southern New Hamp¬ 
shire. This shrub is there familiarly known as 
‘ spoonhunt; 1 and Its stems, near the ground, are not 
infrequently three or four inches In diameter. 

Chas, Hi CHandleb. 

tttpon, WU.,An«, SMS8S. 


Letters in a surface film. 

Can any one suggest an explanation of the phe¬ 
nomenon described below ? 

In a box four feet square, and sunk five feet below 
the surface of the ground, was a water-meter con¬ 
nected with pipes for supplying a factory. Over the 
face or dial of this meter was a cast-iron cover, on 
the outside of which the maker's name was inscribed 
in raised letters. During the spring thaws, the box 
was half full of surface-water, submerging the top 
of the meter some eight or ten inches. After a time 
a greasy film collected on the water, and in this film 
appeared a counterpart of the raised letters. That 
It was not a reflection or other optical illusion, was 
roved by carefully introducing a shovel under these 
I my letters, when they were raised and taken out¬ 
side of the box, being still visible. 

In the course of a few hours, fresh letters would 
appear on the surface. A. F. H. 

Boston, Aug. 28,1883. 

An interesting sun-spot. 

Owing to a misunderstanding, the scale given with 
the sketch of a sun-spot, In the letter from S. P. 
Langley and F. W. Very (Science, H. 260), was 



printed too large. We reproduce the illustration 
showing the spot, with a corrected scale.—Fi). 


A CRITIQUE OF DESIGN ARGUMENTS . 

A critique of design arguments . A historical review 
and free examination of the methods of reasoning in 
natural theologif . By L. E. Hicks, Professor of 
geology in Denison university, Granville, Ohio. 
New York, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1883. 11 -f- 
417 p, 8°. 

That men can talk about the most serious 
problems without paHsion, is certainly shown 
by our author, whose candor and excellent 
aim* have already been recognized on all 
hands. For the rest, we must regard the book 
with mixed feelings. When we undertook to 
read it. we did not go forth to see a reed 
shaken by the wind, nor did we find such ; we 
did not venture to look for a prophet, nor did 
we find one: but we were prepared for just a 
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little more definiteness of philosophic thought, 
for Just a little more acquaintance with the his¬ 
tory of the subject, and, in general, for just a 
little more strength. But we must not be too 
exacting. This is the work of ft student of a 
special science. He comes with suggestions 
that have been a good while in maturing; he 
expresses himself in clear language, with great 
and generally successful effort at fairness ; and 
he shows no small ingenuity. His book will 
do good both to theological and to scientific 
students if they read it. And it can do no 
harm to philosophy. Such discussion is, in 
fact, so timely that one caunot wish that the 
hook had been kept any longer out of print; 
but one must wish that the author had begun 
to study the history of thought a good deal 
earlier. Achilles at the trench will always be 
a sublime figure; but the lack of armor is not 
just that feature in the situation of Achilles 
which it is safest for other people, at other 
trenches, to imitate. 

The argument from design, says the author, 
is in fact twofold. In one form it is teleo¬ 
logical. Certain events or things are judged 
to be intended for certain purposes. This 
argument has less signiftance for the men of 
to-day than it had for former generations. 
The advance of science throws it somewhat 
into the shade. But the advance of science 
itself tends to bring into clearer light the other 
design argument. This is the argument from 
the order of nature. Order, it maintains, im¬ 
plies intelligence, is itself a mark or sign of 
mind. The more order we discover, the more 
intelligence is indicated in the world. This 
does not necessarily mean that we infer intel¬ 
ligence as the cause of order; but it means 
that we regard order, however it may actually 
be connected with intelligence, as a mark of 
intelligence. This argument needs a name; 
and Mr. Hicks proposes to call it the eutaxio- 
logical argument, to distinguish it from the 
teleological. 

The teleological argument alone is not satis¬ 
factory. To prove that any thing implies in-* 
teUigenee as the cause whereby it was adjusted 
to an end, you must know what the end or 
purpose of this thing is. And to do this, you 
must know that there are ends or purposes for 
things at all; but to assume that you know 
this is to beg the question. Teleologically, 
therefore, intelligence as the cause of things 
caunot be proven ; but only particular adjust¬ 
ments, made by an intelligence already known 
to be the cause of things, can be teleologically 
discovered. Teleologically 3 T ou could lit best 
show, that, if there is intelligence in connection 


with the world as a whole, then this intel¬ 
ligence works for certain special aims. But 
teleologically it would be impossible, without 
aid from some other source, to make certain 
that any mind at all is associated with the 
world as a whole. It is impossible 4 to prove 
the existence of intelligence by moans of the 
definite direction given to intelligence,’ because 
the existence of intelligence 4 must be assumed 
in older to ascertain its direction.* 

On the other hand, maintains our author, the 
entaxiological argument escapes the analogous 
objection. Teleology has to assume the exist¬ 
ence of purpose, in order to use it as a proof 
of intelligence. But eutaxiology has not to as¬ 
sume the existence of order. Order is the first 
and last word of natural science ; and from first 
to last science continues to deepen the mean¬ 
ing, and to widen the application, of the word 
‘order.* The difficulty of the cutaxiologist 
begins not at this point, but later. Are we sure 
that order is a sign of intelligence ? An orderly 
arrangement of things is a mark of intelligence 
in many cases, “ Suppose wc find smooth 
stones or shells on the beach, arranged at 
regular intervals in a straight line, or in three 
straight lines to form a triangle: we should 
say that an intelligent being had done this ** 
To be sure, in this case we should suppose 
that some man had done it; but that would 
not affect the matter, for, 44 if we saw such 
figures upon the moon or upon any of the 
planets, we should at once concfhde that they 
were inhabited b 3 ^ intelligent beings.** Thus 
in these cases, reasons Mr. Hicks, order is 
inductively connected by us with intelligence. 
“We see intelligence producing orderly re¬ 
sults ; and we project the inference thence 
derived over those cases of orderly phenomena 
of which we do not know the cause,** But 
what is done in special oases of order observed 
in forms or in groupings of objects, ought 
fhirly to be done in regard to the whole of 
nature ; a$d that especially because every case 
of orderly connection that we find, and that 
suggests intelligence, is found not alone, but 
itself in connection with other cases, so that 
we could not finally stop with our examination 
of one case of order before'we should know . 
its connections with the whole of the rest of 
the universe. The more, then, we know of 
nature, the more orderly and connected does 
it seem, and the more reason we have to apply 
our induction to the world as a whole. 

Ail this,, of course, implies no definite view 
about the way in which intelligence is con¬ 
nected with the order of the universe. Whether 
it be that arbitrary collocations of matter are 
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the immediate sources of the order, or whether 
the order follows from the fundamental prop¬ 
erties of matter, the result is the same. And 
for a like reason eutaxiology has nothing to 
say of divine attributes over and above intel- 
telligence. Eutaxiology does not even by 
itself prove the existence of God. It simply 
proves that intelligence exists in the universe. 
It leaves to other proofs the discussion of 
other divine attributes. Eutaxiology having 
proved intelligence, teleology can then be used 
to prove that this intelligence is somehow 
associated with will and power, and works 
(through evolution or otherwise) for definite 
aims ; and other proofs ma}' be used for other 
purposes. In conclusion, why may not the 
various theistic arguments agree to divide 
labor, and combine the outcome, so that each 
one shall undertake to prove just that divine 
attribute to whose defence it is especially fitted ? 
Thus confusion might be avoided, and the 
cause of natural theology advanced. Mr. 
Hicks even goes so far as to suggest, in a vert' 
generous outburst (p. 389), that possibly that 
despised creature, the ontological proof, might 
find some kind of mission in the midst of 
his desired association of theistic arguments. 
The ontological proof, having very long been 
able to say, — 

“I Ite so composedly now in my bod, 

That any beholder might fancy me dead,”— 

must regard the kindness of Mr. Hicks with 
very mixed emotions. He thinks that it might 
be * just the thing to supplement 1 the others. 
But during its natural Life the ontological proof 
used to think that the others might possibly 
be of use to supplement itself. 

Such, then, is our author's own lino of 
argument. Between the introduction and the 
final exposition of this argument, he inserts a 
discussion of the history of design arguments. 
This is a mere collection of notes, with more 
or less Ingenious reflections that suggested 
themselves to the mind of the collector here 
and there in the course of his work. The 
‘ Nature) theology of the Greeks and Romans * 
is treated in some thirty pages, which are 
devoted to Socrates, Cicero, and Galen. 
How r one may ask, would it look for ono to 
head a chapter with the title ‘ The astronomy 
of modern times/ and then to treat the subject 
by briefly expounding some statements of 
Galileo, Lord Brougham, and Dr, Whewcll? 
Thirty pages might well be the limit allowed 
by the plan of our author ; but such a space is 
not too limited for a really connected historical 
sketch, with some attention to the perspective 


in which every man's thought ought to be 
viewed. The author’s account of Spinoza is 
similar!}' imperfect, because no effort has been 
made to see what the man, with his odd, 
crabbed method, really had in mind. We are 
told, what we all knew before, that Spinoza's 
method is unsuccessful; but, for the rest, we 
learn more in this chapter about Mr. Lowes 
than about Spinoza. * Rcimarus, Kant, Hume, 
and Reid ' are somewhat embarrassed to find 
themselves side by side in one chapter; and 
poor Kant especially is made to speak as he did 
in 1763, instead of being allowed to present 
himself as he does in the ‘ Critique of pure 
reason,' nearly twenty years later. Although 
this error is in just this discussion not so 
serious as the corresponding error would be in 
expounding other parts of Kant's doctrine, yet 
the method is unhistorical; and the result is, 
that, in summing up, Mr. Hicks hopelessly 
confuses Kant's pro-critical and critical periods. 
In short, our author shows himself in general 
no historian of thought. Throughout the 
whole sketch, there is a lack of a sense of the 
development of thought. Each man’s notions 
stand beside his neighbor’s, as if the philoso¬ 
phers were all speakers in a debating-club. 
And Mr. Hicks, as intelligent listener, adds 
his applause and his comments in brackets, 
and is not afraid to express himself with even 
boyish freedom of speech. But he is always 
good-humored, and his criticisms often hit tiie 
mark very well. Yet it is to be hoped that 
nobody will undertake to judge the history of 
natural theology on the basis of this account. 

Now as to the result. What shall we say 
of eutaxiology? We have no hesitation in 
declaring the argument, ns our author presents 
it, an altogether defective one. For, as he 
presents the eutaxiological argument, it is an 
inductive argument, and solely inductive. If 
we saw a triangular arrangement of objects on 
the moon, we should conclude that some intel¬ 
ligence had done this. We should extend the 
known association of intelligence and order, 
as we find it about ns, to cases of order more 
remote from our direct observation. We 
should conclude that order is a sign of intel¬ 
ligence, even where we have no other evidence 
of the presence of intelligence. So reasons 
Mr. Hicks. But is this sound ? And, first, is 
the author’s suggestion about the supposed 
geometrical figure seen on some planet a 
correct one? Should we, if we saw such a 
figure on some planet, at once conclude that 
intelligence had caused it, or was in any way 
associated with it? Surely not everybody 
would feel the force of such an induction. 
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Most scientific astronomers, observing such a 
regular figure for the first time, would at once 
look for some ordinary physical explanation 
of its presence, even as they now try to 
explain the shapes of the planets ; and, failing 
to find such an explanation, they would be 
content to call the triangle a mystery. Only 
some man whose position as a public lecturer 
on astronomy demanded that he should have 
a new sensation ready for each new lecture- 
season would be apt to insist on the existence 
of some set of 'geometrically disposed plan¬ 
etary giants. More sober people would bo 
content with an ignoramus. But how much 
less satisfactory becomes such an induction 
when applied to the whole of nature ! At best 
would not such an argument be like the induc¬ 
tive reasoning of a man, who, having already 
learned the modern doctrine of the relation of 
the colors of flowers to the habits of insects, 
should for the first time, and without any pre¬ 
vious knowledge of marine zoology, find a 
colored shell by the sea-shore, and who should 
then at once expect to find some race of insects 
in some analogous relation to the inhabitant 
of this shell ? Or, again, if one extended even 
to the rainbow, or to the sunset, an explanation 
derived from the case of colored flowers, and 
their relations to insects, would not the 
argument possibly be no more absurd than the 
induction upon which Mr. Hicks lays so much 
stress ? Men and beavers and other creatures 
make orderly groupings of things. Hence 
order implies intelligence, and that wherever 
we find order. Is this argument any better 
than the old teleology ? Mr. Hicks is deceived, 
it would seem, by the vast wealth of facts to 
which his argument appeals. He neglects the 
difficulty of bringing such various facts within 
the control of an induction that has for its 
narrow basis such intelligent activity as we 
see about us among men and animals. As 
induction, pure and simple, eufcaxiology seems 
to us simply worthless. 

But is the order argument in any form there¬ 
fore worthless? Certainly not. Mr. Hicks* 
does fine service in bringing before the public, 
just at this moment, a thought that is by no 
means new, and that is profoundly suggestive, 

4 What does the order in the world imply?* 
This is a great’ question, not of inductive 
science, which is concerned solely with dis¬ 
covering the actual order itself, but of general 
philosophy. And Mr. Hicks is, we doubt not 
at all, quite right in saying that order implies 
intelligence." But how, and whatint^ligence? 
Such questions he leaves wholly unanswered. 
The critical philosophy of Kant would, strictly 


speaking, affirm that order In the world implies 
only the intelligence of the thinking subject 
to whom the world appears. The world is 
orderly, because only as orderly could it be¬ 
come known to an intelligent being. Not the 
world in itself, but the world for thinking 
beings, is to be viewed as orderly. This view 
would make short work of our author’s ‘ in¬ 
duction,’ but it would not satisfy him. He 
would then need to know and build beyond 
Kant. In short, Mr. Hicks has very ingeniously 
set his reader down at the beginning of a great 
philosophic problem. It would argue a lack 
of intelligence in the reader if lie did not seek 
to bring his thoughts into a better order than 
that in which Mr. Hicks will have left them; 
and the author’s service lies in making it im¬ 
possible for an inquiring mind to rest content 
with what Is here offered to him. This, how¬ 
ever, at least, he has very well suggested, 
though he has not proved his suggestion ; viz., 
that the postulate of natural science is the 
rationality of the world. Whether we find 
order, or only seek it in nature, we are always 
a priori sure that the world is actually full 
of connections that admit of expression in 
rational terms, of explanation to an intelligent 
mind. And so we assume a fundamental like¬ 
ness of nature and intelligence that suggests 
to us very strongly some kind of real unity 
or identity of nature and intelligence. But 
whether this suggestion has any ground, 
whether this identity of nature and mind is 
to be accepted at all, or is to be accepted in 
Kant’s sense ouly, or in Berkeley’s sense, or 
in Hegel’s sense, or in some other sense, this 
is a matter for philosophy to discuss. We 
thank Mr. Ilicks for having shown afresh the 
necessity for such discussion. His eutaxiol- 
ogy is not so original as he thinks; but his 
offering on the altar of philosophy deserves 
the reward due to every gift that a special 
student of natural science finds time to offer 
in the true spirit of calm investigation. 


MAYNARD'S MANUAL OF TAXIDERMY. 

Manual of taxidermy; a complete guide in collecting 
and preserving birds and mammal*. By C. J. 
Maynard. Boston, 8 . E. Cassino $ Co., 1883. 

16 + 111 p,, illnstr. 12*. 

A beaixy complete guide in collecting and 
preserving the objects named in the title of 
this work, which can safely be relied upon for 
information under all circumstances and in all 
climates, has long been sorely needed by the 
host of amateurs, taxidermists, travellers, and ' 
even professional naturalists interested in vertex 
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brat© zoology. Notwithstanding the presence 
of the neat little volume before us, and its prom¬ 
ising title, a complete guide is still as much a 
desidSratum as ever. Like all other books 
which have appeared in English on this subject, 
this volume is small and thin, and, we are com¬ 
pelled to add, wretchedly illustrated. Of the 
one hundred and one pages of subject-matter, 
sixteen are frittered away in an effort to inform 
the reader where birds of the various families 
from Turdidae to Alcidae are to be found. 
How much better to have devoted this space to 
adequate instructions for mounting dried skins, 
which important branch of the subject is sum¬ 
marily disposed of on a single page, instead 
of to such cheap information as that ‘ the 
chimney-swift inhabits chimneys,* that king¬ 
fishers are found * in the vicinity of streams/ 
and the like. With the exception of the above, 
all the information and advice contained in the 
chapter on collecting is valuable, and bears the 
stamp which experience places upon its work. 

The chapters on i skinning bird8 ’ and ‘ mak¬ 
ing skins * would be veiy satisfactory but for 
one thing. While the author strongly con¬ 
demns dry arsenic as a dangerous poison, and 
says not a word about arsenical soap, the only 
preservative he recommends as fit for use is 
one compounded only by himself. After extol¬ 
ling its virtues to the extent of two pages, but 
carefully withholding ail information as to its 
composition, he coolly informs the reader 
that its price is 1 twenty-five cents per single 
pound/ We are told that tannic acid, alum, 
salt, or black pepper ( !) may be used to tem¬ 
porarily preserve skins until the other can be 
procured. The dermal preservative/ which, 
strange to say, is not a poison, is recommended, 
or rather exclusively directed, in no fewer than 
fourteen places throughout the work, for mam- 
’mals, birds, reptiles, and fishes, as a non-poi- 
sonous astringent, absorbent, deodorizer, and 
insecticide ; and, if the reader is at ail credu¬ 
lous, he will be led to exclaim, There is but 
one preservative, and C. J. Maynard is its 
maker! If this little book is honestly in¬ 
tended to meet the wants of amateur collect¬ 
ors wherever it may find them, and not to 
increase the sale of a nostrum of doubtful 
value, nor to advertise the author's business, 
the author has taken a queer way to show it. 
It will not be surprising if his readers resent 
such unfair treatment. 

While there is much that is practical, valua¬ 
ble, and new in the chapter on mounting birds, 
and in those detailing the treatment of mam¬ 
mals, reptiles, and fishes, they are all deplor¬ 
ably incomplete; and we vainly regref that the 


author did not go as deeply into the subject, 
and with as good diagrams and illustrations, as 
he might have done. The information given 
is valuable as far as it goes ; but there are only 
one-quarter as many facts stated, and direc¬ 
tions given, as the unskilled operator needs to 
know. 

As an example of the doubtful value of such 
highly condensed instructions, we may take 
those for skinning small mammals. The au¬ 
thor says, “ . . . peel down on either side 
[of the body] until the knee-bones are exposed, 
then cut the joint, and draw out the leg, at 
least as far as the heel.** Not a word is said 
about skinning the foot, and removing the flesh 
under the metacarpal and metatarsal bones: 
hence we suppose it is left to decompose, which 
it will generally do right speedily, and at the 
expense of the hair and epidermis above. We 
should like to see the author remove and pre¬ 
pare the skin of any monkey according to his 
own directions. 

We are honestly sorry wc cannot freely 
recommend this manual — nor any other in 
our language, for that matter — as being well 
calculated to meet the wants of those for whom 
it is intended. Au epitome of the subject is 
no longer wanted, but a handbook which shall 
be really complete is needed very much. 


ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON THE 
MICROSCOPE . 

Traite eUmtnlaire du microscope . Par Eugene 
Tkutat, Conservateur du mustfefPhistoire natu- 
relle de Toulouse. Paris, Gauthier- Viliam, 1888. 
822 p., 165 ill. 

Pew are aware of the magnitude to which 
microscopical work has grown. The modern 
methods of research in the physical and bio¬ 
logical sciences have involved more and more 
an appeal to the microscope. As a result of 
this growth, we find whole volumes devoted to 
a description of the microscope and its appli¬ 
cation to the various departments of study. 

Microscopj' has been taught in our schools 
only a very few years. This is partly due to 
the fact that formerly the instruments were 
both expensive and imperfect. There was 
also an almost total lack of literature upon 
the subject. At the present time, however, 
there are plenty of good works on microscopical 
technology, and the microscope as applied to 
the study of medicine in all its branches, in¬ 
cluding biological research. 

In a work like this before us, it is necessary 
to present a large amount of material of such 
an elementary character that it is of value 
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only to the novice. It is decidedly a French 
work, written by a true Frenchman. Neither 
an instrument nor an accessory is mentioned, 
unless either invented or manufactured by a 
Frenchman. The stands of Verick arc given 
great prominence, as are also those of Harfcnack. 
When we consider how beautiful and useful 
are the instruments of our own country, to 
say nothing of the tine productions of English 
houses, we are forced to call the work 1 an 
elemental treatise on the French micro¬ 
scope. * For convenience, elegance of design, 
and varied adaptability, the French microscope 
will not compare with those of our own coun¬ 
try, while we far excel in the superior quality 
of our objectives. 

The microscopist will be much interested in 
reading the chapter on the projection micro¬ 
scope. Electricity will soon furnish us with 
proper illumination. 


More information is given under the head 
of mineralogical research than in any work 
brought to our notice. Among the accessories 
mentioned is the camera luoida of OberWhuser. 
It is a form little used in America, and yet 
it is one of the most convenient and perfect 
of its kind. 

The now pattern of Malasscz’s Cample - 
globules , by Verick, is minutely described. 
The results obtained by this instrument promise 
to be very accurate ; we have practically tested 
its merits, and can give testimony to its pre¬ 
cision. The method for photographing from 
the microscope is not so simple as that em¬ 
ployed here by the use of dry plates; and, if 
the frontispiece be taken as a sample, it is not 
more satisfactory. The author shows perfect 
familiarity with the instruments and accesso¬ 
ries, together with their applications as made 
and used in his own country. C. H. Stowkix. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE . 


PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION E. 

Reports of committees on geological subjects. 

To the call for a report of the Committee to memo¬ 
rialize the legislature qf New York for a new sur¬ 
vey qf Niagara Falls , Prof, James Hall responded, 
that several surveys had been made, or were in 
progress, In connection with legislation by the State 
of New York for preserving the scenery. These 
would supersede the need of any work of the kind 
by the association. The committee was discharged. 

To the call for a report of the Committee on state 
geological surveys, Prof. N. H. WInehell responded, 
that the committee had never been called together, 
and there was no probability of its action. The 
committee was discharged. 

To the call for a report of the Committee on the 
international congress of geologists, Dr. T. Sterry 
Hunt (by request of the chairman, Professor nail) 
responded as follows 

The committee held a meeting in the month of 
November Itust. Two important questions came up, 
— of geological nomenclature, and topography. It 
was suggested by Professor Hall, that' the only action 
which could bo taken in support of the system of 
uniform mapping and colors, and signs and symbols, 
would be to prepare maps of the United States as 
a whole, and perhaps also maps of portions of the 
United States, and to color them by different 
systems; the system adopted being that of Major 
Powell of the U, S. geological survey, and one or 
two others. Major Powell has been good enough 
to say that he would endeavor to prepare such maps, 
and aid in every way the carrying-out of thejscherae. 
1 have no doubt that the matter will be so well man- 


—GEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY. 

aged that the whole question of geological topography 
will be settled. 

As to the question of geological nomenclature, 
we had much difficulty in getting reports of the 
previous meetings; and we have named several 
persons, some of whom have already handed in, 
or bayc in process of preparation, their abstracts 
of geological -nomenclature; and I have every rea¬ 
son to hope that In the course of a few weeks we 
shall have the whole of that matter In shape to 
transmit to the Berlin congress a full and proper 
representation of the views of American geologists 
with regard to our geological nomenclature.^ There 
is one thing very much to be regretted, — tile possi¬ 
bility that the meeting of the American association 
and the British association will come in collision 
with thfe meeting of the Berlin congress. Nothing 
definite has been arranged, so far as I can learn by 
letters. I have met with no response, but I was told 
that the time of the Berlin congress had not been 
fixed. In the committee which was held to consider 
arrangements for the meeting of the British associ- 
. fttion, It was suggested that we put ourselves in com¬ 
munication with the local authorities of the Berlin 
congress, and endeavor tp get them to fix the time of 
their meeting so late in September as will allow 
members of the American and British association! 
to leave this continent after the meeting of our asso¬ 
ciations so as to be present at the Berlin congress. 

The committee was continued. 

The Committee to confer with the United-States 
geologist in regard to co-operaUon between govern¬ 
ment and state geological surveys was called on for Ik 
report. Prof. James Hall of Albany responded In- 



SCIENCE\ 


315 


Bmnmmm 7 , 1868 .] 

formally: The condition of the state survey is likely 
to be materially influenced by the law of the general 
government extending the IL S. geological survey 
over the states. Proper deference lo the head of 
the V. S. survey required that some action should 
he taken by which we could confer with Major 
Powell, to understand our relations to the survey. 
To prevent any jealousy or uncertainty with regard 
to what might be the relation of the state survey 
and the general survey, I suggested the appointment 
of this committee. I had no intention myself of 
taking any active part in the matter; and I think 
there are gentlemen on the committee, much younger 
than myself, who will do all the work. I believe 
several members of the committee have had very 
pleasant interviews with Major Powell, as I have 
myself, since these meetings commenced; but I had 
forgotten that I was to make a report. I think It is 
desirable that there should be very frank intercourse 
between the gentlemen who are conducting the state 
surveys and the head of the general government 
survey, so that we may know what Is to be the result 
of their various surveys which are so very important 
to geological science. Workers at a distance from 
each other cannot, without some means of inter-com¬ 
munication,— which, I think, may be established 
with the head of the general survey, — bring the 
results of their labors to a fair comparison with those 
which are done a thousand miles away. 

Major Powell expressed the hope that the commit¬ 
tee would be continued. Several members of the 
committee had conferred with him with reference to 
the surveys, but they had not conferred as a com¬ 
mittee. Practical relations have been established 
between the general survey of the United States and 
several of the state surveys. He thought it was 
probable that such arrangements could be established 
as would make it satisfactory to all. 

The committee was continued. 


PAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION E. 


(PAPERS ON GLACIAL PHENOMENA.) 

The Iffe history of the Niagara river. 

BY JULIUS POHLMAK OF BUFFALO, K.Y. 

A series of observations whose points were given 
in detail had convinced'the author that the forma¬ 
tion of the gorge of Niagara had been a matter of 
tens of thousands, rather than of hundreds of thou¬ 
sands, of years. The beginning of the history might 
be stated as In the pre-glacial epoch A lake then 
occupied the valley of the Tonawanda; its outlet 
was the line of the ancient Niagara River from the 
falls to the whirlpool; thence, by way of the St. 
Davids valley, Into the Ontario valley* All these val¬ 
leys were closed during the glacial period. The sub¬ 
sidence of Lakes Erie and Ontario was that of one 
body Or region, until they were separated by the 
Lewiston escarpment; after that the drainage of 
Lake Erie found Its path through drift deposits 


and old existing valleys to Lake Ontario. The lat¬ 
ter lake subsided slowly, and no waterfall was 
formed at its entrance. The river excavated its 
gorge to the whirlpool, not by means of a retreating 
fall, but as a rapid in an old shallow valley. At the 
third pool, this path met the ancient river-valley: it 
was along that valley only, that the falls receded to 
their present site. The retreat of the fall was not 
the means of excavation, for at least seven miles 
usually ascribed to it; the portion which would offer 
the most resistance, between the falls and the whirl¬ 
pool, being already excavated. 

From that point to Lewiston, the progress was 
very rapid in cutting the gorge; a shallow valley had 
partly removed the hard limestone, and the softer 
underlying shale rock was a barrier much more 
easily penetrated. We have no exact data of the 
retrocession of the falls within periods of modern 
observation. A comparison of Professor Hairs 
map of the falls in 1841, and that of the United- 
States lake survey in 1875, shows wide discrepancies. 
After all reasonable allowance for inaccuracies, we 
must admit that parts of the Horse-shoe fall have re¬ 
ceded In thirty-four yeadl at least one hundred feet, 
and on the American side the recession is from 
twenty to forty feet. These facts all tend toward a 
shortening of the history of the present river. 

In the discussion that followed, Professor Hall ex¬ 
pressed a doubt as to the dependence that could be 
placed on differences between surveys made by dif¬ 
ferent persons, using differing methods. That there 
had been retrocession within the period of our obser¬ 
vation, he did not doubt; but it could scarcely be so 
rapid as was indicated by the estimates of Dr. Pohl- 
man. Other speakers discussed the paper, which was 
of special interest, because it fired the first gun of the 
glaclalists in the geological section, and It roused their 
opponents. 

Olaolal callous. 

BY W. J. McGKE OF SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, 

Tme paper was read, in the absence of its author, 
by Mr. Warren Upbara. It considered the action of 
a glacier as being, to a certain extent, capable of 
representation by mathematical formulae. It was 
admitted, however, that some of the quantities in 
the equations must remain very indefinite. The 
paper was almost wholly theoretical, and arrived at 
the following conclusions: The temporary occupancy 
of a typical water-cut cafion by glacier-ice will, 1°. 
increase its width; 2°. change the V to a U cross 
profile; 8?. cut off the terminal portions of tributary 
cations, and thus relatively elevate their embouchures; 
4°. Intensify certain Irregularities of gradient in the 
cafion bottom; 6°. excavate rock basins; 6°. develop 
cirques; and, In general, transform each cafion Into an 
equally typical glacial cafion. It follows that these 
features do not necessarily imply extensive glacial 
excavation, or Indicate that glaciers are superlatively 
energotic engines of erosion. 

Owing to the custom of abstaining from discussion 
on a paper in the absence of its author, the dissen¬ 
tient opinion of many who were present was not 
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fully elicited. The general expression was to the 
effect, that the theory had been framed without suf¬ 
ficient observation of the facts, and that, if the author 
had taken the trouble to see and examine various 
cafions, he would have come to a widely different 
set of conclusions. 

The Ancient glaciation of North Amerioa: Its 

extent, oharaoter, and teachings. 

11Y J. 8. NEWBBItnY OF NEW YOUK. 

WiUi.K the glacial area on our continent has not 
boen fully explored, there is abundant proof for the 
following propositions: 1°. Glaciers covered most of 
the elevated portions of the mountain belts in the far 
west as far south as the 36th parallel, and in the 
eastern half of the continent to the 40th parallel of 
latitude. 2°. The ancient glaciers, which occupied 
the area above described, were not produced by local 
causes, but were evidences of a general climatic con¬ 
dition. 3°. They could not have been the effect of 
a warm climate and an abundant precipitation of 
moisture, but were results of a general depression 
of temperature. * 

The traces of glaciation are similar in kind, and 
apparently in date, over the whole area: they are 
therefore effects of general, not of local, causes. Ea^t 
of the Mississippi, the evidence is even more wide¬ 
spread and impressive than in the far west. The 
area bearing marks of ice action, and strewn with 
drift, extends from New England westward, parallel 
with the Canadian highlands, In a belt five hundred 
miles wide and over two thousand miles long. Its 
northern extension has not been traced beyond 
Winnipeg; but there are reasons for believing that 
It reached to the Arctic ocean, and that the great 
lakes are pre-glacial river-valleys, scooped out and 
modified by ice. Fully half the continent north of 
the 36tli parallel was glaciated. So far as we now 
know, the glaciation was synchronous. 

The iceberg theory was opposed by Dr. Newberry, 
on the following grounds: It postulated a water-line 
with irregularities of level that are irreconcilable. 
The direction of the scratches, and the Hues of devi¬ 
ation of the bowlders, require that the northern por¬ 
tion of the continent should have been all submerged, 
leaving no land for the origin and starting-point of 
icebergs. If the icebergs could have been formed 
and floated, an Incomprehensible tangle of ocean- 
currents would be required to account for their move¬ 
ments. The evidence of sea-covering, in the form of 
marine shells, is totally absent from the great drift 
area of the interior, while they are found abundantly 
in the Champlain and bowlder clays of the coast. 
Finally, the inscription left by the eroding agency is 
characteristic and mi f/eneHs. 

The record of the ice period on our continent is far 
more extensive and impressive than it has teen rep¬ 
resented. The phenomena were due to an extrane¬ 
ous and cosmical cause, not to any thing local or even 
telluric. The question here passes from the geolo¬ 
gist, and must be addressed to the astronomer. Pro¬ 
fessor Newberry briefly recapitulated some of the 


theories which have been suggested by Croll, New¬ 
comb, and others, to account for the glacial epoch. 

Result of explorations of the glaolal boundary 

between New Jersey and Illinois. 

by o. f. wnioirr of objsrlin, OHIO. 

Aftkh citing reasons for desiring a careful rimrnt 
of the subject, — the observations being scattered in 
the works of different explorers, — the author pro¬ 
ceeded to name those who had determined, for dif¬ 
ferent regions, the southern boundary of the glacial 
area. Starting at the eastern coast, President 
Edward Hitchcock was the first to intimate that the 
backbone of Cape Cod was a part of the terminal 
moraine if the theory of Professor Agassiz were true. 
Clarence King made a similar assertion as to ac¬ 
cumulations near Wood** Holl and on the Elizabeth 
islands. Professor Charles H. Hitchcock declared 
that the backbone of Long Island was the foot of a 
terminal moraine. Warren Upham went over this 
field, from the end of Cape Cod to Brooklyn, to verify 
the hypothesis. Professors Cook and Smock traced 
the moraine across the state of New Jersey. Pro¬ 
fessor Lesley commissioned Professor Carvill Lewis 
and the author of the paper to continue the explora¬ 
tion across Pennsylvania. In Ohio, Professor New¬ 
berry has approximately outlined the boundary; but 
in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, the survey was carried 
on by a number of different persons before the most 
distinctive glacial features were fully understood. 

The chief indications on which reliance can be 
placed to determine glacial action are striated rocks, 
striated stones, bowlders, and till. Hocks near the 
margin are often so deeply embedded In till, that 
their markings are not apparent. The softer rocks 
do not always retain their striae: this has often beeu 
the case in Ohio. In certain situations, stones might 
be striated by a landslide, or the grounding of an 
iceberg; but the area over which striated stones are 
found is too vast for such explanation of their pres¬ 
ence. The bowlders are of granite and tpetamor- 
phosed rocks from northern Canada and the shores 
of Lake Superior: their presence Is relied upon only 
when t,hey arc on such high lines as to preclude the 
likelihood of their having been transported by the 
agency of rivers. Till Is spread over the whole area: 
it is defined as an unstratified deposit, containing 
striated stones of various sizes, — fragments of rock 
foreign to the locality. Its composition varies, 
through mixture with underlying material. It covers 
and gives fertility to northern Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois. Till has been characterized by Professor 
Newberry as the grist of the glacier. 

Briefly told, the boundary-line of the glaciated area, 
so far as now accurately known, is as follows: Begin¬ 
ning on the Island of Nantucket, It runs through Mar¬ 
tha’s Vineyard, NoMan’sLand, Long Island from east 
to west, across Staten Island, entering New Jersey at 
North Amboy, and after bending northward and mak¬ 
ing a right angle near Dotfer, crosses the Delaware 
at BelviderC. Thence It runs north-westerly through 
Northampton, Monroe, Luzerne, Columbia, Lycom- 



Septxnbkb 7 , 1888.] 


SCIENCE 


31? 


ing, Tioga, and Potter counties in Pennsylvania, and 
Cattaraugus county, New York, reaching its most 
northerly part about five miles north of Salamanca. 
From here it runs through Warren, Venango, Butler, 
Lawrence, and Beaver counties, to the Ohio line, 
crossing Beaver creek at Chain town about fifteen 
miles above the Ohio river. 

The boundary enters Ohio In the northern part of 
Columbiana county, and proceeds nearly west to the 
middle of Stark; then turns more to the south, 
touching the corner of Tuscarawas, and dividing 
Holmes into two nearly north-and-south scctionfe. 
Near the north-east corner of Knox, the line makes a 
right angle, and runs south through Knox, Licking, 
the north-west corner of Perry, Fairfield, Ross, High¬ 
land, Adams, and Brown counties. Then it follows 
the line of the Ohio river across Clermont, and enters 
Kentucky near the boundary between Pendleton and 
Campbell counties, and, after crossing the northern 
part of Kenton anti Boone counties, recrosses the 
Ohio, entering Indiana a little below Aurora. 

In Indiana the line still continues to bear in 
a southerly direction through Ohio and Jefferson 
counties, grazing the edge of Kentucky again oppo¬ 
site Madison, and reaching its southernmost point 
near Charleston in Clarke county, Ind. From here 
It bears again to the north, through Scott and Jack- 
son counties, to the line between Bartholomew and 
Brown, and follows this to the north-east corner of 
Brown. There again It turns to the south-west, 
touching the north-east corner of Monroe, where it 
again bears north for ten miles, to near Martinsville 
in Morgan county. Here again the line turns west 
and south, passing diagonally through Owen and 
Green counties, and in Knox as far as Harrison town¬ 
ship, ten miles south-east of Vincennes. Beyond 
this point, the author did not propose at present to 
trace the line. 

The signs of glaciation cease wh^re there Is no 
barrier to account for their cessation, and where 
no barrier ever could have existed such as must be 
supposed if the so-called glacial phenomena are the 
product of floating ice. Of the correctness of this 
inference, the different elevations at which the signs 
of glacial action cease are sufficient proof. For in¬ 
stance, the line is near Bea-level in New Jersey ; In 
Pennsylvania It rises over Mount Kittatinny to a 
height of 1,200 feet, then descends 800 feet into a val¬ 
ley, and, again rising, reaches the summits of moun¬ 
tains 2,000 feet above sea-level. Crossing the valley 
of the Susquehanna at an elevation of "only 500 feet, 
the line mounts the Alleghanies diagonally, and runs 
over them at a height of 2,500 feet. 

The paper proceeds to describe certain marked 
features of glaciated areas. South of New England, 
the terminal line is characterized by a series of gla¬ 
cial hills* 100 to 800 feet high. These are also ob¬ 
servable in New Jersey, near Plainfield and Menlo 
Park. 

Among the most Interesting results of the author's 
survey in Ohio, was the demonstration of the exist¬ 
ence of an ice-dam across the river at Cincinnati, 
Theline bounding two glacial accumulations crosses 


the Ohio river into Kentucky, near the boundary 
between Campbell and Pendleton counties, about 
twenty-five miles above Cincinnati, and recrosses it 
near Aurora, Ind., about twenty-five miles below 
Cincinnati, thus filling the channel for about fifty 
miles of its course. The Ohio, it should be said, 
occupies, throughout nearly its whole extent, a nar¬ 
row valley of erosion, not often more than a inlle 
wide, and from 300 to 600 feet deep. Emptying into 
the main channel there are subordinate channels all 
along, of smaller dimensions, hut of nearly equal 
depth. The proofs that the ice bodily crossed the 
river at the point indicated are, that till and granitic 
bowlders are found in the Kentucky hills south of 
the river to a certain distance, and not beyond it. 

To the question, Why is the boundary of the glacial 
area so crooked f the author replied at some length; 
assigning as a principal cause, aside from differences 
of level, the probability that unequal amounts of 
snow fell over different regions of the north. The 
effect of such differences of accumulating snowfall, 
in determining the extension of the glacial outline, 
Is illustrated by supposing that two loads of sand are 
placed in one pile, and one load in an adjoining pile; 
when the sand will flow downward to unequal dis¬ 
tances upon a level. 

A little reflection will show that the glacial theory 
will not make extravagant suppositions as to the 
amount of ice required. The ice was indeed 000 feet 
deep over New England, and, very likely, of an 
equal depth over the area to the west; but it is not 
necessary to suppose a great increase of this depth to 
the north. All that is necessary is to suppose great 
accumulations of ice to the north of the granitic hills 
of Canada, starting a movement past them to the 
south. This movement may have been kept up to¬ 
ward the margin by fresh accumulations of snow 
upon the spreading glacier. An accumulation of 
snow over the glacier in any part of it would spend 
its effective force/in giving impetus to tfie movement 
of the front along the lines of least resistance. 

The discussion which followed the reading of this 
paper took a wide range, as the paper itself contained 
many points of Interest. The opponents of the gla¬ 
cial theory, or of the younger theories which have 
sprung from its loins, based their criticisms chiefly 
upon doubts of the evidences of glaciation. The 
questions raised, as to the distinctive characteristics 
of glacial and subaqueous deposits,.gave tone to the 
paper of the next speaker, which was delivered orally, 
and was, at least in part, extemporaneous. 

The terminal moraine west of Ohio. 

BY T. O. CIIAMBEBLIN OF BELOIT, WIS. . . 

This paper was introduced by a statement of the 
author’s views on some points that had been alluded 
to in the discussion of Professor Wright’s paper. Dr. 
Chamberlin had himself observed the features of the 
drift-hearing area west of the Rocky Mountains. 
Certain of the drift clays are unquestionably glacial: 
others have quite as certainly had a wholly different 
origin. He specified with great particularity the 
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means for discrimination between the clays, but ad¬ 
mitted that there were instances where the different 
typos seem to blend insensibly into each other. 

West of the Scioto valley, the border of the drift- 
bearing area is not marked by what is regarded as a 
moraine. There is, however, an extension of what 
Professor Wright has characterized as the ‘glacial 
fringeconsisting of bowlders. In Dakota county, 
Minn., this fringe is very wide. At Crystal lake 
there is a well-marked moraine, and possibly there is 
another a little to the westward. Farther* to the 
west, there is no accumulated morainic drift. West 
of the Missouri, there is no evidence of glacial 
ploughing. 

A line of drift-hills known as the Potash Kettle, 
range, in eastern Wisconsin, had been regarded as an 
old beach-line. Dr. Chamberlin has ascertained that 
the range is a glacial moraine. He described it as 
an interlobate moraine, formed jointly by glacial lobes 
occupying the valleys of Lake Michigan and Green 
Bay, respectively. This was correlated with mo¬ 
raines to the westward in Wisconsin. 

Furthermore, there was a system of moraines, — 
a belt or group, including the glacier lobes at Lake 
Michigan, in the Chippewa valley, at the western ex¬ 
tension of Lake Superior, and in the valley of the 
Minnesota Kiver, and Red River of the North. These 
moraines were more pronounced, with a few excep¬ 
tions, than those on the outer edge. Investigations 
were being carried eastward with a view of showing 
their correlation with other moraines in that direc¬ 
tion. The hypothesis of their exact correlation, of 
course, would imply that they were contemporane¬ 
ous; but there are doubts upon that point. 

The author claimed, that there were evidences that 
the lake-basins were caused in part by depressions 
during the ice age, caused by the exceptional accu¬ 
mulation of ice in the basins. He deprecated the no¬ 
tion that subsidence must always take as long a period 
as elevation, or that the reverse is true, lie applied 
this to the case which he alleged of the depression 
during the presence of Ice in the lake-basins, and the 
elevation since. 

In discussing this paper, Professor Lesley said it 
was time to cry halt as to this theory of depression 
by weight of ice. It was made to do duty fur a 
great variety of emergencies. In point of fact, ice 
was much lighter, very much lighter, than any rock. 
Professor Lesley pointed out instances where this 
theory had been advanced to account for depressions 
which now contained a greater weight than the ice 
could have made with any reasonable hypothesis of 
its thickness. - 

Professor Chamberlin explained the theory further, 
and claimed that in instances which he cited the 
depression was greatest at .the weakest part of the 
strata. 

Prof. E. 8. Morse referred to some English ex¬ 
periments to determine the question whether the 
moon's attraction deformed the earth's outline. It 
vtns found (according to newspaper report), that the 
weight of the incoming tide deformed the surface to 
»ucU an extent that the effeqt of the moon's attrac¬ 


tion could not be separately calculated. Major 
Powell called attention to the theory, that, if the 
earth were divided into conical sections radiating 
from its centre, there would be found an equal press¬ 
ure in each. Every sediment, every erosion of the 
surface, must be balanced by corresponding depres¬ 
sion or rise elsewhere. Finally, the case of Lake 
Saltonstall was cited by Mr. Hovey. It is evidently 
situated in a valley that was ploughed out by the foot 
of a glacier; certainly not in a hollow caused by 
pressure, Professor Cox clung to another theory 
entirely, as to the great lakes. He believed them to 
be prolongations of a sea-coast which had at one . 
time extended to them through the valley of the St. 
Lawrence. 

The Minnesota valley in the ice age. 

BV WAKRKN V PHAM OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

The paper was based upon the author's observa¬ 
tions for three years as assistant on the geological 
and natural-history survey of Minnesota, under the 
direction of Professor WincheU. To the question: 
During what ages was the glacial, rock-walled chan¬ 
nel of the valley of the Minnesota River formed ?— 
the paper offered an answer. Deposits of cretaceous 
day were found lu water-worn hollows at several 
enumerated localities; and, in other places, cretaceous 
sandstone and shale occasionally containing lignite. 

It thus appears, that, before the cretaceous age, a 
deep channel had been cut by some river in the lower 
magnesian sandstone, and the Potsdam formation. 
The slopes, the drainage, perhaps even the channel, 
of that river, were not widely different from those of 
the present; but that channel was probably eroded 
during the later paleozoic and earlier mesozoic ages, 
before the cretaceous subsidence. 

In the first epoch of glaciation, when the ice cov¬ 
ered its greatest area, a thick drift-sheet, mostly un¬ 
modified, probably covered all this region, including 
the preglacial valley, with an unbroken, though un¬ 
dulating, expanse of till. During the ensuing In¬ 
terglacial epoch, the drainage cut a channel, whose 
position was largely determined by the slopes of the 
erosion which had preceded the glacial epoch. The 
preglacial, and also the interglacial river, lay far be¬ 
low the present stream. The till of the later epoch 
blocked the course of the river only in part of its ex¬ 
tent, and the obstacle was soon channelled anew. 

During the recession of the last Ice-sheet, the val¬ 
ley was filled with modified drift. After the ice was 
melted in the Minnesota basin, this avenue of drain¬ 
age was, for a long period, the outlet of Lake Agassiz. 
The volume of water that it carried was very large, 
being supplied by the melting ice-fields of Norths 
western Minnesota, and from the region of Lake 
Winnipeg and the Saskatchewan. While streams 
poured luto this river from the melting ice-sheet, its v 
modified drift continually increased in depth; but, 
when the great glacier had sufficiently retreated, the 
water from Lake Agassiz not only ceased to contain 
drift, but became a powerful eroding agent The de¬ 
posited drift was mostly swept away, and the channel . 
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was again excavated, perhaps to a greater depth than 
the present river, possibly to the bottom of the gravel 
and sand, at a point in the valley which is 150 feet 
below the river there, and 136 feet below low water 
in the Mississippi at St. Paul. 

When the ice-barrier which had made Lake Agassis 
disappeared, that lake was drained northward toward 
Hudson bay. Thenceforward, the rivers of the Min* 
nesota and Mississippi valleys carried only a fraction 
of the former volume of water from this source. 
They have since beconie extensively filled with al¬ 
luvial gravel, sand, clay, and silt, brought in by the 
tributaries of those rivers. The changes produced 
by this post-glacial sedimentation have been ably dis¬ 
cussed by Gen! G. K. Warren, and were briefly sum¬ 
marized In the paper of Mr. Upham. 

Lake Superior seems to have been held by an ice- 
barrier at a level of about 500 feet from its present 
height. The locality of its overflow was stated, and 
various results detailed. Lake Michigan, until the 
Ice-sheet receded from its northern border, dis¬ 
charged southward by the Illinois river, which, like 
the former outlet of Lake Superior, was eventually 
obstructed by alluvium, so that now It has a very 
slight current for two hundred miles. 

The paper closed with a proposition to call the 
ancient river of the glacial age, the river Warren, in 
honor of Gen. G. K. Warren. 

The discussion which followed was, in part, a con¬ 
flict between the glaeialists and their opponents, and, 
In part, a debate upon the general question of nam¬ 
ing geological features after distinguished investi¬ 
gators. 

Changes in the currents of the ice of the last 
glacial epoch in eastern Minnesota. 

BY WAUBEN UPHAM OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

Without a map, or a thorough familiarity with 
the region referred to, this paper would not convey 
very definite ideas. Through some inadvertency the 
map intended to be used was not on hand when the 
paper was road. The author’s observations had led 
him to conclusions of a very definite character. He 
conceived, that, when the ice of the last glacial epoch 
attain edits maximum extent, there were two ice- 
currents. One moved south-westerly from Lake 
Superior, across the north-east part of Minnesota, 
spreading a reddish till with bowlders and pebbles, 
and limited by a line from Lake St. Croix south-west 
across the Mississippi, and thence bending north¬ 
west by Lake Minnetonka, and through Wright and 
Steams counties. The other portion of the ice-sheet 
was pushed from the region of Lake Winnipeg, south 
and south-east The two met along a line from 
Steams county, south-east by Lake Minnetonka to 
Crystal Lake, Dakota county. Afterward, when the 
ice had partly melted and retreated, a second and 
inner terminal moraine was formed. Owing to cli¬ 
matic changes (the rationale of which was carefully 
Mid very explicitly set forth In the paper), the current 
from the north-west pushed back that from the east, 
and covered the reddish till, already deposited, with a 


blue till from the west and north-west, also abundant 
in its peculiar bowlders and other evidences of its 
source. 

The kame rivers of Maine. 

BY G. H. STONE OF COLORADO SPRINGS, COL. 

In the absence of its author, this papaf was read by 
Mr. Upham. After defining and describing the char¬ 
acteristics of kames, and stating that they are very 
numerous in Maine, where he had observed them, the 
author proceeded to discuss a single question in rela¬ 
tion to these geological features. Most glacialists are 
agreed that the kame gravels of the drift region were 
chiefly deposited by glacial streams. The question is, 
whether these streams were sub-glacial or super-gla¬ 
cial, In exploration during the past five years, the 
author had found evidences of both kinds of streams; 
hut he nowhere found stratified or even water-classi¬ 
fied material enclosed in this formation, except within 
a few miles of the coast. 

The essayist sought to answer the question by con¬ 
sidering the processes of melting which take place in 
a glacier. Strict analogy with existing glaciers — even 
with those of Greenland — should not be supposed. 
In modern glaciers, nearly all the water of their lower 
extremities is sub-glacial. The ice is so broken by 
crevasses that melting waters soon find their way to 
the bottom. Hut a different state of affairs may have 
prevailed in the continental glacier* Several of these 
kame rivers are a hundred or more miles in length. 
Granting all reasonable development of sub-glacial 
streams,- these kames can scarcely be thus accounted 
for. Superficial water flowing along the surface 
would gradually deepen its channel: when the melt¬ 
ing had so far proceeded that the bottoms of these 
streams reached the moraine stuff in the lower part 
of the ice, the kame gravel would begin to gather on 
the bottoms of their channels. During the final molt¬ 
ing, when the condition was such that few if any ad¬ 
ditional crevasses would he formed, there would be 
no time to extend the previously formed sub-glacial 
channels. The sudden floods would pass over the 
lowest part of the ice as they would over ground. A 
great and rapid northward extension of the superfi¬ 
cial streams would result. 

In discussing this paper, Mr. Upham stated that 
erosion does not appear In kames. They are not un- 
frequently a hundred feet in height: one on the bor¬ 
ders of the Merrirnac river was instanced. They 
appear to be gravel deposits laid down before the 
gladler was fully melted. 

Relation of the glacial dam at Cincinnati to 

the terraoe in the upper Ohio and its tribu¬ 
taries. 

BT I* C, WHITE OF MORGANTOWN, W. VA, 

Tins paper, in the absence of its author, was read 
by Professor Winchell. 

In a paper read before the Boston society of natu¬ 
ral history, March 7, 1083, Rev. G. F. Wright showed 
that the southern rim of the great northern ice-sheet 
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covered the Ohio river near the site of Hew Rich¬ 
mond, a few miles above Cincinnati; and presented 
the hypothesis, that one effect of this invasion of the 
Ohio valley by the glacial ico was to form an Im¬ 
mense dam of ice and morainic dtibrU, which ef¬ 
fectually closed the old channel way, and set back the 
water of the^ Ohio and its tributaries, until, rising 
to the level of the Licking River divide, it prob¬ 
ably found an outlet through Kentucky, around the 
glacial dam. The writer of the essay, after review¬ 
ing the evidence, regards Mr. Wright’s hypothe¬ 
sis as proved beyond a reasonable doubt. He also 
claimed, that during the period of the continuance 
of the dam, the principal tributaries of the Ohio had 
their valleys filled with sediment carried down and 
dumped into them by the mountain torrents and 
other streams which drained the area south from 
the glaciated region; that subsequently, when the 
barrier disappeared, the rivers recut their channel* 
through the silt deposits, probably by spasmodic low¬ 
ering of the dam, in such a manner as to leave the 
deposits in a series of more or less regular terraces, 
which In favored localities subsequent erosion has 
failed to obliterate, though from steep slopes it 
has removed their every trace. The elevation of 
this dam at Cincinnati, as determined from the upper 
limit of the fifth Monongahela River terrace, would" 
be somewhere about 625 feet above low water there 
in the present Ohio. 

In discussing this paper, Professor Lesley said 
that there were two separate glacial formations to be 
considered, and the two could not be correlated. 
The ice-dam could not thus be explained. Professor 
Wright had discussed the subject with clearness, 
claimiug that the dam was glacial; but at best there 
were only a few places in the west where the height 
of the ice could be measured. 


The eroding power of ioe. 

BY J. 8. NEWBEBRY OF NEW YOBK. 

The object of this essay was to enter a protest 
against the theories of certain geologists who claim 
that glacial ice has not played an important part in 
the erosion of valleys. They have undertaken to 
deny that Ice has any great excavating power.* Ex¬ 
amples of utterances of this school, the speaker said, 
were to be found in Prof. J. D. Whitney’s Climatic 
changes; In papers by Prof, J. W. Spencer, on the 
Old outlet of Lake Erie; by Mr. W. M, Davis, on the 
Classification of lake basins, and the erosive action 
of Ice; and remarks on the same subject by Prof. 
J. P. Lesley. 

The most important heresies which had been ad¬ 
vanced in regard to this subject were, first, the denial 
that there was ever a glacial period; second, If there 
was an ice period, it was a warn and not a cold one; 
third, that the phenomena usually ascribed to glacial 
action In the record of an ice period were generally 
due to icebergs; fourth, that ice has little or no erod¬ 
ing power, and that glaciers have never been an im¬ 
portant geological agent. Professor Newberry pro¬ 


ceeded, in controversion of these theories, to give the 
results of his extended studies of geological action in 
the Alps and in many different regions of the United 
States and Canada. These observations lead to the 
conclusions, 1°, That the glacial period was a reality, 
and that its record constitutes one of the most Impor¬ 
tant and interesting chapters of geological history; 2°, 
That this was a cold period; 8°. That ice has a great, 
though unmeasured and perhaps immeasurable, erod¬ 
ing power; and that, in regions which they have 
occupied, glaciers have been always important, and 
often preponderating, agents in effecting geological 
changes. 

No cautious geologist would assert or concede that 
all i&ke-baaius had been excavated by ice, but to deny 
its influence in their formation would be a far greater 
error. The basins of our great lakes, and of many of 
our smaller ones, bear the traces of ice that has 
moved in the line, at least approximately, of their 
major axes. The broad, boat-shaped basins indicate 
the work of this same agency. The islands of Lake 
Eric arc carved from the solid rock: their surfaces 
and sides, and the channels between them, are all 
glaciated. The plastic ice has inwrapped those 
islands, fitting into every irregularity, and carving, 
with the sand It carried, every surface. The marks 
of glaciation are to be seen on mountain belts from 
Canada to Mexico. Even at the present day glaciers 
are transporting enormous loads. In midsummer the 
Aar glacier brings down 280 tons per day; the Juste- 
dal glacier of Norway wears down, it is estimated, 
62,000 cubic meters of solid rock annually. These 
measurements of the eroding power of two small 
glaciers should show the fallacy of a denial of the 
excavating power of ice. Dr. Newberry concluded by 
citing authorities on the subject. 

This paper elicited the most acrimonious discussion 
of the meeting. Professor Lesley took exception to 
certain phrases in the paper which seemed to cast a 
reflection upon the methods of his coadjutors,—men 
who were conscientiously engaged in scientific inves¬ 
tigation, and had seen reason for breaking away from 
the trammels of opinion formulated by Agassiz and 
Ramsey. For bimself, he did not believe in the theory 
of erosive glacial processes, and he asserted that there 
was no good reason for believing that the basins of 
the great lakes were so produced. He claimed that 
the basin of Ontario was a Silurian valley; the basins 
of Eric, Michigan, and Huron, were Devonian val¬ 
leys. Ice had no more eroding effect than a piece of 
sandpaper has upon a rough board. He believed in 
the eroding of water, and represented his idea of the 
relative power of Ice and water, as follows; Ice, 1; 
rain-water, 10; acidulated water, 100; ice set with 
stones, 1,000; water set with stones, 10,000. 

Professor Newberry disclaimed any intention of 
attacking the young men of science who were labor¬ 
ing in this field. He re-affirmed the positions taken 
in his paper. On the other hand, Professor T. 8terry 
Hunt declared his substantial agreement with the 
views of Professor Lesley. On account of the length 
of this debate, the five-minute rule for discussions 
was adopted and subsequently enforced* 
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Informal remarks on moraines and terraoea. 

BY J. w. bawsow or monthkal, and j. w, 

POWELL OF WASHINGTON. 

At the opening of the morning and afternoon 
session* of the geological section in its last day’s 
work, Dr. Dawson and Major Powell made respec¬ 
tively some Informal remarks of interest. Dr, 
Dawson objected to the loose significance with which 
the term 4 moraine’ had been used, and especially 
to the definition of It as * detrital matter heaped up 
by the forcible mechanical action of Ice.’ Ho pointed 
out that such a definition would include work wl^ieh 
certainly was not performed by land glaciers. 

Dr. Dawson described the glacial deposits exposed 
along the line of the Canadian Pacific railway, from 
the Laurentian areas west and north of Lake Superior 
to the Rocky Mountains, noticing the lacustrine 
deposit of the Rod-river valley, containing only a 
very few, small, ice-borne stones; the second prairie 
level covered with Laurentlan drift from the north¬ 
east, and with an interrupted ridge of scrub material 
extending along the middle of it, northward from 
Turtle mountain. He referred to the great Missouri 
coteau, at an elevation of 2,500 feet, and made up 
of local mud, and sand, with Laurentlan bowlders 
piled up against the higher prairie steppe; the drift 
on the surface of this steppe being partly Laurentian 
and Silurian from the east, and partly from the 
Rocky Mountains. He finally stated, that huge 
Laurentian and Huronian bowlders were placed at 
an elevation of more than 4,000 feet on the foot-hills 
of the Rocky Mountains, more thap 700 miles from 
their original site. He did not intend to offer any 
explanation, as investigations into the matter were 
still being carried on by his son; hut he wished to 
say briefly, that it appeared to him perfectly plain 
that we could not account for such phenomena as 
had been described, without taking into account 
great changes of level, or, without doubt, great sub¬ 
mergence and remergence. 

Major Powell called attention to the fact, that 
wholly different agencies, each acting In its own 
way, produced a class of geological features that 
went under the general name of 1 terraces/ We 
have sea-beach terraces, lake-shore terraces, and 
yet another class of terraces exceedingly common in 
the Rocky and the Cascade mountains. The last- 
named class of terraces Is due to & different cause 
from the others. Borne of this class in the east have 
been relegated erroneously to the class of beach ter¬ 
races: those which are said to dam the Ohio, and 
others found in the Alleghenies, have been formed 
by a process Which can be briefly sketched. 

We have a valley. It runs irregularly between 
bluffs and mountains. We have a force In the river 
which simply tends down strehm; it Is Rself ir¬ 
regular, its energy depending upon its transient 
volume and local depth. If the region is upheaved, 
the river ho longer keeps its old course, It seeks 
the line of least resistance, and may form a new 
flood-plain below. Then the river, for a while at 
least, excavates laterally instead of vertically. No 


longer occupying its old place in the valley, it grad¬ 
ually cuts a new path. But the old terrace may 
remain. In some places there are more than twenty 
systems of terraces: in a locality near Pittsburgh, 
there are fifty-three such systems. These the speaker 
regarded as chiefly due to changes in the level of the 
regions, — to elevations and depressions. Further 
explanation by the speaker was cut short under the 
five-minute rule. 

(OTHER GEOLOGICAL PAPERS.) 

The earth’s orographic framework; its seis¬ 
mology and geology. 

The 4 continental type/ or the normal orography 
and geology of oontinents. 

BY HIGH ART) OWEN OF NEW HAliMONY, IND. 

These papers were read successively, as being 
closely related. They refer to a well-known theory 
of tholr author, which traces the frame-work of the 
earth In its mountain chains. He finds such a frame¬ 
work running from east to west In numerous parallel 
ranges near the equator, and instances those of Su¬ 
matra and of Bouth America. This he calls the 
‘strong girdle’ of the earth: it is of mesozoic age, 
terminating its heights in the cenozolc age. Re¬ 
motely parallel are the arctic and antarctic belts. 
Great braces come down to meet this girdle, having 
at least four ramifications in Asia, starting from the 
great plateau, and in America forming the great 
‘backbone’ of the continent. The five equidistant 
continental trends of mountain chains often mark 
paleozoic belts. But the later as well as the older 
results tell of strong interior forces that have pro¬ 
duced the mountains, and the central belt gives 
marked evidence that an intense reaction from within 
aided in Its construction. 

The similarity of the five great continents has often 
been the occasion of remark. They seem to have a 
general plan of construction, that may have been con¬ 
nected with their appearance as land above the ocean. 
The similarity extends even to their present geo¬ 
graphical area. If we cut cross-sections from W. S. W. 
to E. S. E. through the geographical centre of each con¬ 
tinent, wc shall find In each case a seismic belt near 
one rim of the continent, and often near both rims. 
Thus the continent is usually basin-shaped, and com¬ 
paratively low in Its central area with its chief river 
drainage, and low near the ocean borders; rising in 
an eastern and western main range, with usually sev¬ 
eral parallel subordinate ridges. These eastern and 
western mountains converge southerly, thus assum¬ 
ing a somewhat irregular form, evolving usually on 
the west some table-land. The eastern river is 
usually paleozoic, with perhaps some mesozolc on the 
flanks and cenozolc on the ocean border. The west¬ 
ern elevation Is more commonly mesozolc in its main 
range, and cenozoic in the flanks or subordinate ridges. 
A section running north and south through the three 
northern continents would successively expose Cam¬ 
brian, paleozoic, mesozoic, and cenozoic cuts, which 
would generally increase In area as we go south. 
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The papers of Professor Owen elicited, for the 
greater part, unfavorable comment, It was urged 
against them, that their generalizations were too broad, 
and that they were baaed rather upon closet study 
than actual observation. As to at least one of the 
continents, we know as yet far too little of Its geol¬ 
ogy, especially In the Interior, to frame a theory of Its 
history and constitution. 

The pre-Cambrian rocks of the Alps. 

BY T. BTEHKY HUNT OF MONTKEAL, CAN. 

The writer began by reviewing the History of 
Alpine geology, and noticed first that speculative 
period when the crystalline rocks of the Alps, in* 
eluding gneisses, hornblendlc and micaceous schists, 
euphotldes, serpentines, etc., were looked upon as 
altered sedimentary strata of carboniferous or more 
recent times. He then traced the steps by which 
these views have been discarded, and more and more 
of these rocks shown to belong to eozolc or pre- 
Cambrian ages. In this connection the labors of 
von Hauer, Gerlach, Heim, Favre, Ketievler, Lory, 
Gastaldi, and others, were analyzed; and reference 
was made to the great progress since the writer in 
1872 published a review of Favre on the geology of 
the Alps. 

The sections by Neri, Gerlach, and Gastaldi in the 
western, and those of von Hauer in the eastern Alps, 
were described; and it was shown that all these 
agree in establishing in the crystalline rocks four 
great divisions in ascending order: 1°. The older 
granitoid gneiss with crystalline limestones, graphite, 
etc,, referred by Gastaldi to the Laurentian. 2°. The 
so-called pietre t>erdl, or greenstone group, consisting 
chiefly of diorltlc, chlorltic, steatitic, and epldotic 
rocks, with euphotldes and serpentines, including 
also talcose gneisses, limestones, and dolomites, and 
regarded by Gastaldi as Huronian. 8°. The so-called 
recent gneisses of von Hauer and Gastaldi, inter- 
stratifled with and passing into granulltes and mica¬ 
ceous and hornblendlc schists, also with serpentines 
and crystalline limestones. 4°. The series of argillites 
and soft glossy schists with quartzites and detrital 
sandstones, including also beds of serpentine with 
talc, gypsum, karstenite, dolomite, and much crystal¬ 
line limestone. This fourth series, well seen at the 
Mont Cenls tunnel, Is still claimed by Lory and 
some others as altered trlas; but the present writer’s 
view, put forth in 1872, that it Is, like the preceding 
groups, of eozoic age, was subsequently accepted by 
Favre and by Gastaldi, and Is now established by 
many observations. To this horizon belong the crys¬ 
talline limestones of the Apnan Alps, Including the 
marbles of Carrara. 

The writer next recalls the fact that he, in 1870, 
insisted upon the existence of a younger series of 
gneisses in North America, alike in the Atlantic 
states, in Ontario, and to the north-west of Lake 
Superior. These, in his address before the Ameri¬ 
can association for the advancement- of science, in 
1871, he further described under the name of the 
White-Mountain series, and subsequently, in the, 


same year, called them Montalban. These rocks 
were then declared to be younger than the Huronian, 
and to overlie it; though, in the absence of this 
latter, it was pointed out that In Ontario and in New¬ 
foundland the Montalban reposes unconformably 
upon the Laurentian. When these newer gneisses 
and mica-schists were first described, in 1870, there 
waa Included with them an overlying group of argil¬ 
lites, quartzites, and crystalline limestones; and for 
the whole the name of Terranovan was suggested, 
provisionally. But in defining, in the following year, 
the White-Moon tain series, this upper group was 
omitted, and was subsequently referred to the Taco- 
nian series, — the lower Taconlc of Emmons, and the 
so-called altered primal and auroral of H. D. Rogers, 
In eastern Pennsylvania. 

The writer next describes his own observations in 
the Alps and the Apennines in 1881. He affirms the 
correctness of Gastaldi In referring the groups one 
and two to Laurentian and Huronian, finds the 
third, or the younger gneiss and mlca-schlst group of 
the Alps, indistinguishable from the Montalban, and 
regards the fourth as the representative of the 
American Taconlan. It was maintained by Gastaldi, 
that these pre-Cambrian groups of the Alps underlie 
directly the newer rocks of northern and central 
Italy, forming the skeleton of the Apennines, re¬ 
appearing in Calabria, and, moreover, protruding in 
various localities In Liguria, Tuscany, and elsewhere. 
The serpentines, euphotldes, and other resisting 
rocks thus exposed, have been regarded as eruptive 
masses of trlasaic and eocene time. The writer, how¬ 
ever, holds with Gastaldi, that they are indigenous 
rocks of pre-Cambtian age, exposed by geological 
accidents. 

The uncrystalline rocks of the mainland of Italy 
are chiefly cenozolc or meaozoie, and the only paleo¬ 
zoic strata known are carboniferous, the organic 
forms in the limestone of Chaberton having been 
shown to be trlasslc. Trlaaslc, Hassle, cretaceous, 
eocene, and miocene strata are found In different 
localities, resting on the various pre-Cambrian groups. 
In the island of Sardinia, however, all these are over¬ 
laid by a great body of uncrystaUine lower paleozoic 
rocks, hi which the late studies of Bornemann and 
Meneghini have made known the existence of a 
lower Cambrian fauna, including Paradoxides, Con- 
oceph elites, and Archeocyathus, succeeded by an 
abundant fauna of upper Cambrian or Ordovian age. 

The existence of the younger or Montalban gneiss 
in Sweden and in the Harz and the Erzgebirge was no¬ 
ticed, and to it were referred the Hercynian gneisses 
and mica-schists of Gumbel. The presence both in 
Sweden ami in Saxony of conglomerates, as described 
by Hummel and by Sauer, wherein pebbles, of the 
older gneiss are enclosed in beds of the younger 
series, was discussed, and the direct unconforraable 
superposition of the latter upon the older gneiss, in 
the absence of the Huronian, Was considered; evi¬ 
dences of the same relations being adduced from the 
Alps. The gneisses of the St Gothard, as seen on 
the Italian slope, were also referred to the newer 
series; and the important studies of Stapff in this 
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connection were discussed. It was declared that the 
views put forth by the author in 1870-71, on the rela¬ 
tions and succession of the crystalline stratified rocks 
in North America, and then extended by him to 
Europe, have been fully confirmed by the labors of 
a great many European geologists, as already shown. 
Those of Hicks, Hughes, Bonney, Callaway, Lap- 
worth, and others, in the pre-Cambrian rocks of the 
British islands, were cited in support of these con¬ 
tusions. It was said, that, whatever may have 
been the conditions under which these vast series of 
crystalline stratified rocks were deposited, there is 
evidence, in the similarity of their mlneralogical and 
geognoatical relations, of a remarkable uniformity 
over widely separated regions of the earth's surface, 
as well as of long Intervals of time, marked by great * 
foldings and disturbance, and by vast and wide-spread 
erosion of the successive series of rocks. 

In conclusion, the writer took occasion to call 
attention to the important labors of the present 
school of Italian geologists, and their great zeal, skill, 
and disinterested sendee, as shown in the memoirs 
of the R. accademla del lincei, and in the work of 
the Royal geological commission, including the special 
studies, maps, and memoirs prepared by it for the 
International geological congress of Bologna in 1881. 
The new Geological society of Italy, founded at the 
same date, gives promise of a brilliant future, and 
has already published many important memoirs. 

The serpentine of Staten Island, New York. 

BY T. 6TKBEY HUNT OF MONTREAL, CAN. 

The serpentine of Staten Island appears as a norfch- 
and-south range of bold hills rising out of a plain of 
xnesoxoic rocks, which on the west side are triasslc 
sandstones like those of the adjacent mainland, in¬ 
cluding a belt of intrusive diorite, and on the east the 
overlying, nearly horizontal, cretaceous marls, which 
are traced south and west into New Jersey. The only 
rocks besides these mentioned, seen on the Island, are 
small fcreas of a coarse-grained granite, having the 
character of a veinstone or endogenous mass, and 
others of an actinolite rock; both exposed among 
the sands on the north-east shore of the island. 

Mather, who described this locality more than forty 
years since, looked upon the serpentine as an eruptive 
rock, related in origin to the parallel belt of diabase 
which is included in the triasslc sandstone to the west. 
Dr. Britton, of the School of mines, Columbia college, 
who in 1880 published, in the transactions of the New- 
York academy of sciences, a careful geological de¬ 
scription and map of the island, regarded the serpen¬ 
tine belt as a protruding portion of the eoaoic series, 
including serpentine, which is seen at Hoboken, on 
Manhattan Island, and in Westchester County, New 
York, — a conclusion which the writer regards as un¬ 
questionably correct. 

The appearance of isolated hills and ridges of ser¬ 
pentine is common In other regions, and is by the 
writer explained by the consideration that this very 
insoluble magnesian silicate resists the atmospheric 
agendas which dissolve limestones, and convert 


gneisses to clay; the removal of which rocks leaves 
exposed the included beds and lenticular masses of 
serpentine* Simitar appearances are seen In many 
parts of Italy, where ridges and bosses of serpentine 
are found protruding in the midst of eocene strata, 
and have hitherto by most European geologists been 
regarded as eruptive masses of tertiary age. The 
problem is there often complicated by the fact that 
subsequent movements of the earth's crust have in¬ 
volved alike the older crystalline strata (of which the 
serpentines form an integral part) aud the uncon- 
formably overlying eocene beds; faulting and folding 
the latter, and even giving rise to inversions by which 
the newer rocks, overturned, are made to dip towards 
and beneath the ancient crystalline masses. This 
the writer illustrated by reference to localities re¬ 
cently examined by him In Liguria and in Tuscany, 
where this relation of the serpentines had already 
been pointed out by Gastaldi. The structure in 
question was declared to be analogous to that pre¬ 
sented by similar foldings and overturns to be seen 
along the western base of the Atlantic bolt through¬ 
out the Appalachian valley. 

The speaker further alluded to the fact, that, al¬ 
though the sub-aerial decay of serpentine was far less 
rapid than that of most other rocks, it had not escaped 
this process; and described the decayed layer on por¬ 
tions of the Staten Island serpentine hills, including 
a chromlferous liraonite segregated from the decayed 
serpentine. This was a slow pre-glacial process, and 
in the subsequent erosion of the serpentine ridges 
the decayed layer has been In parts entirely removed. 
The details of this decay, and Its relations to the 
iimonite, and to glaciation in this locality, have 
been described by the writer in an essay on the de¬ 
cay of rocks, to appear in the American Journal of 
science for September, 388*1. He gratefully acknowl¬ 
edged his personal obligations to Dr. Britton for the 
many facts contained in his memoir and map, as well 
as for personal guidance during a late visit to Staten 
Island. 

The equivalent of the New-York water-lime 
group developed in Iowa. 

BY A. S. TIFFANY OF DAVKNI’OKT, IO. 

The author stated, that the upper Silurian rocks 
of Iowa had hitherto been classed wholly as of the 
Niagara limestone. There has, however, been some 
dispute as to the magnesian bufl-colored limestone 
of the Le Claire and Anamosa quarries. Such dis¬ 
putes must, of course, be settled by the fossils; but 
he had been for more than twelve years seeking 
organic remains in that formation, without success 
until Eebmary of last year, when he found them in 
considerable quantities. Specimens of the fossils 
were exhibited. Mr, Tiffany considered that they 
gave conclusive evidence of belonging to a group 
higher in the scale than the fossils of the Niagara 
limestone, that their affinities were with those of 
the water-ilme group of the lower Helderberg, and 
that the identity of many species had been deter¬ 
mined. 4 
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day pebbles from Frinoetown, Minn. 

BY N. XI. W1NCHELL OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

This paper was accompanied by an exhibition of 
specimens. The pebbles were of various shapes and 
sizes, several of them somewhat cylindrical. Out¬ 
side, they are composed of fine sand and gravel ; 
inside, they consist wholly of a fine sedimentary 
clay, such as is deposited by standing water, and 
contain no interior pebbles. Professor Winched had 
compared these with pebbles found in till-deposits, 
and with various others, without finding any thing 
exactly similar. i 

Professor Newberry examined the pebbles, and ad¬ 
mitted that they were not exactly like any that he 
had seen, but he thought they bore a general resem¬ 
blance to pebbles found throughout the range of 
geological strata wherever there is a bed of sand¬ 
stone capped by clay. Professor Clay pole claimed 
to have seen similar specimens in Pennsylvania 
deposits. 

The ‘ earthquake' at New Madrid, Mo., in 1811, 
probably not an earthquake. 

BY JAMES MACFARLANE OF TOW AND A, FKNN. 

Afteh dwelling upon the fact, that the locality of 
the alleged earthquake was not the seat of any ap¬ 
parent volcanic action, the author proceeded to state 
his view that the event in question was due to a 
different cause. He claimed that the locality was 
underlaid by cavernous limestones of the St. Louis 
group. He believed that what took place was a sub¬ 
sidence, due to the solution of underlying strata. He 
alluded to the descriptions afforded by Humboldt and 
Lyell, the latter having visited the locality, and given 
it a careful examination. The inhabitants described 
it as a convulsion, taking place at intervals during 
seyeral months, creating new lakes and islands, 
changing,the face of the country. The graveyard 
was precipitated into the Mississippi river; forest- 
trees were tilted in all directions; vast volumes of 
sand and water were discharged on high. 

The author claimed that the long continuance of 
such phenomena, which lasted for several months, 
was an evidence that they proceeded from mere sub¬ 
sidence, and not from earthquake shock, In respect 
to the geology of the region, he stated that New 
Madrid and Its vicinity rested on tertiary or quater¬ 
nary strata. Underlying sub-carboniferous formations 
are represented near the borders of the depression. 
The sinking of a shaft brought to light coal, or coal- 
shales; also there were coaly shale# found in the 
crevices and sink-holes thirty-five years after the so- 
called earthquake. 

This paper elicited strong expressions of dissent 
from several members. Professor Cox declared that 
there wore no sub-carboniferous rocks in that locality, 
no caverns, no soluble limestones underlying the 
surface. The shocks were sudden. There was great 
destruction of life. Ho mere subsidence cau account 
for what actually happened. A question as Jo the 
truthfulness of the reports from that region Brought 
out very contradictory opinious in the discussion.. 


Professor Cox, who had personally examined the 
scene of the occurrences, declared that he had found 
evidences of great disturbance. Professor Nipher 
suggested that the position of the trees, whether 
upright or not, which were alleged to be at the bot¬ 
tom of Keelfoot Lake (a lake formed at the time of 
the earthquake), would help to determine whether a 
subsidence, or an earthquake, had taken place. Borne 
doubt was expressed as to whether any submerged 
trees were there. To these doubts and queries, Pro¬ 
fessor Cox was able to give a definite answer: he 
had seen the trees still upright beneath the water. 

Comparative strength of Minnesota and New- 
Engfand granites, 

BY N. H. WINCUELL OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

IIAviNd had recqnt occasion to test the qualities 
of the building-stones of Minnesota, the author sub¬ 
jected them to the usual tests of crushing, using for 
this purpose specimens of two-inch cube. The spe¬ 
cimens included sandstones, limestones, granites, and 
trap-rocks, and numbered about 100. Great care was 
taken in preparing them accurately. They were sent 
to Gen. Gitlmore at Staten Island, and there sub¬ 
jected to the tests, which were applied by crushing 
the samples, one in the direction of the schistose 
structure and one across it. The following were the 
results with twenty samples of Minnesota granites: 


Kind of stone. 


Location of quarry. 


Poult Ion. 


Dark trap-rock, 
rmiwrive me- 
litphyr . . . 

Park trap-rock, 
from a dyke . 

Gray gabbro, 
massive, fine, 

Red, fine sion- 

m . . . . 

Red quarUose 
sienite . . . 

Bed quartzose 
sienito . . . 


Bed qu artel to . 

Massive gray 
quartzose «* 
cults . . . 

Pine - grained 
gray siettite . 

Fine . grained 
gray stent to,* 

Average of 


Taylor’# Fails, 
Chisago ooun- 


! Fiscber’s creek,] 
n’r Duluth, St. 
Louis county, ] 
{Rice’s Point, 
Duluth, St. 

( Louis county, 

! Beaver Bay, 
Lake county, 
Waiab, Bouton 
county . . . 
(East St. Cloud, 

{ Sherburne 
{ county . . . 

1 Pipestone City, 
t Pipestone 
( county . . . 

(East St. Cloud, 

{ Sherburne 
( county . . . 

(East St. Cloud, 

} Sherburne 
( county . . , 

j Sauk Rapids , 
twenty samples, 


On bed . 
On edge, 

On bed . 
On edge, 

On bed . 
On edge, 

On bed . 
On edge, 
on bed . 
On edge, 

On bed . 
On edge, 

On bed . 
Ou edge, 

Oti bed - 
On edge, 

On bed . 
On edge, 

On bed . 
On edge, 


Strength in 
pounds. 


Of 

sample. 

Per 

cubic 

inch. 

106,000 

306,000 

26,260 

26,250 

109,000 

109,000 

26,290 

26,250 

100,000! 

109,000 

27,260 

,26,290 

106,000 

103,000 

108,000 

103,000* 

25,000 

26,760 

25,790 

25,750 

113,000 

106,000 

28,000 

26,250 

111,000 

108,000 

27,750 

27,000 

106,000 

103,000 

26,260 

29,750 

112,000 

109,000 

28,000 

26,290 

86,000 

100,000 

21,600 

26,000 

104,800 

26,676 


Allowing for eleven per cent difference between 
processes of crushing between steel-plates and be¬ 
tween wooden cushions, this givee an average for 
Minnesota granite# of 28,818 pounds. 

* Estimated. * Probably Imperfect aumptc. 
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The following are the records of tests of New-Eng- 
l&nd granites; — 


Kind of atone. 


Blue 


Dark . . . 
Light . . . 
Flagging . . 

Portar'a rock, 
Gray . . . 
Gray . . . 
Bluish-gray . 
U fulfill-gray . 


Nlantlc river, 
Nlantlc river, 


Average of 


Location of quarry. 

Position. 

Strength lu 
pound*. 

or ! 1>or 
sample, | lnoh . 

BtAtetv Inland, N.Y.. 

* 

On bed . 

80,250 

22,315 

Fox Inland, Me. . . 

- - 

59,500 

14,873 

Dix ltd and, Me. . . 

_ 

00,000 

16,000 

Quincy, Mans. . . . 

- - 

71,000 

17,750 

Quincy, Miwk. . . . 


59,000 

14,750 

Hudson Kivcr, N.Y. 


53,700 

13,425 

Cape Ann, Mass.. , 

On bed . 

39,750 

14,937 

Myrtle River, Conn. 

On bed . 

72,500 

18,125 

8tony Creek, Conn. . 

On bod . 

00,000 

16,000 

Fall River, Mhim. . . 

On hed . 

OH, 750 

15,9.37 

Keene, N.H. . . . 

On bed . 

41,000 

10,250 

Keene, N.II, . , . 

On bed . 

51,500 

12,875 

Millstone Pt., Conn. 

_ 

64,750 

10,187 

Greenwich, Conn. . 

. _ 

45,200 

U,300 

New London, Conn. 


60,000 

12,500 

Now London, Conn. 

On edge, 

50,700 

14,175 

Vlnalbaven, Me. . . 

_ 

52,000 

18,160 

Vlnalbaven, Me. . . 

* - 

67,000 

| 16,750 

Westerly, R.L . . 

1 On bed . 

58,760 

1 14,689 

Westerly, R.L . . 

On edge, 

69,750 

14,937 

twenty granite* . . 

i 

] 59,786 

L 

14,946 


After discussing several supposable causes of error, 
and showing that they could not have applied to the 
present case, the author proceeds to suggest causes 
why the Minnesota granites may be stronger than 
those of New England. He thinks those of the west 
may have been less changed by decay. The lateness 
of the glaciation to which they were exposed may 
have left them comparatively fresh through the recent 
removal of a considerable thickness. On tills point 
we shall more certain when the glacial moraines 
have been fully traced from east to west, and the 
western analogues are determined. 

The singing beach of Manchester, Mass. 

BY A. A. JULIKN OF NEW YOltK AND H. C. BOLTON 
OF HAIITFOBD, CONN. 

Sands were taken from the so-called 4 singing beach’ 
on the coast of Massachusetts, near Manch ester- on- 
the-Sea, and subjected to microscopical examination. 
In this beach, the felspathic rocks are intersected 
by numerous dykes of igneous rocks, among which 
porphyrltic diorite is noticeable. The phenomenon 
which gives rise to the name of the beach is confined 
to the portion of sand lying between the water-line 
and the loose sand above the reach of ordinary high 
tide. Portions emit the sound; but closely contigu¬ 
ous areas fail to do ao, or answer feebly. The sound¬ 
ing sand is near the surface; at the depth of one or 
two feet it ceases, perhaps because Of moisture. The 
sound*ft produced by pressure, and may be likened to 
a subdued crushing; It is of low intensity and pitch, 
is not metallic nor crackling. It occurs when the 
sand is pressed by ordinary walking, increases with 
sudden pressure of the foot upon the sand, and is 
perceptible upon mere stirring by the hand, or even 
plunging one finger and removing It suddenly, It 
can be intensified by dragging wood over the beach. 


The authors review and cite very fully the litera¬ 
ture of the subject, glvingin full a description of the 
singing sands of the island of Kaui, one of the Ha¬ 
waiian group. That gives a sound as of distant 
thunder, when any thing of weight Is dragged over 
it. Dampness prevents the sound. That sand ft 
calcareous, Hugh Miller cites similar instances at 
Jebel Nakous In Arabia Petrea, and Reg Rawau near 
Cabui. Those are silicious sands. The sounds were 
a sort of humming. 

In Churchill county, Nevada, a similar phenomenon 
is described with regard to a sand-hill, as Jtke the 
sound of telegraph-wires when wind blows them. 

The authors also review and characterize the vari¬ 
ous sands of different mineral origin. 

To explain the sonorous peculiarity of the sand, 
several theories are considered. That of equality, or 
of the unequal size of the grains, is rejected. Cellu¬ 
lar structure has been supposed, but Is not found in 
the present instance. Effervescence of air between 
moistened surfaces does not apply to this case. So¬ 
norous mineral, such as clinkstone, is not present. 
There is no evidence of electrical phenomena being 
concerned. The hypothesis adopted is that the sand, 
instead of being, as ordinarily, composed of rounded 
particles, is made up of grains with flat and angular 
surfaces. In the present Instance, the plane surface 
of felspar is apparent in many of the grains. Prob¬ 
ably a certain proportion of quartz and felspar grains 
is adapted to give the sound, while less or more of 
either component would fail of the result. 

Dr. Bolton has himself examined a sand of similar 
quality, on the island of Kigg in the Hebrides, and 
has described its properties. That is largely calcare¬ 
ous. Its constitution is a mixture of large and small 
grains, the larger ones being rounded quartz. Many 
small, angular fragments of quartz are also con¬ 
tained, and many dark granules of chert, the last 
being about three or four per cent of the whole, and 
having a cellular structure. 

It ft concluded, that the sound is produced either 
by the intermixture of grains having cleavage planes, 
or of grains with minute cavities. The paper ends 
with a table of the physical structure of the sands of 
many localities. 

(PALEONTOLOGICAL PAPERS.) 

Preliminary note on the raicroncoplo ahell- 
atruoture of the paleozoic Braohlopoda. 

BY JAMES HALL OF ALBANY, H.Y. 

In the earlier studies of the Brachiopoda, the nu¬ 
merous species were referred to few generic terms, 
determined from their perforated apex and external 
form, and later from the study of the interior as 
these became known. The aufhor said, that from 
time to time, as these characters had become known 
to him from the study of large collections, he had 
found it necessary to propose the separation of eigh¬ 
teen new generic forms from those previously known 
In t&ft class of fossils. Other authors had also pro¬ 
posed new generic terms, until the list had become 
many times greater than it was twenty-five years ago. 
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While the interior structure of the hinge, and the 
muscular and vascular markings, were now pretty well 
known for most of the generic forms in use, com¬ 
paratively little attention had been given to the 
minute structure of the shell. Little more had been 
done than to show that some forms possessed a punc* 
tate aud others a fibrous texture. 

The study of this structure had been commenced 
by him many years ago, but he had been thwarted in 
his efforts to procure the required cutting and polish¬ 
ing of specimens of the shells for microscopic study, 
He had now been able to obtain such thin slices of 
the shell as were required for this purpose, and had 
already several hundred slides prepared for the mi¬ 
croscope. 

A few of these only were shown, exhibiting the 
shell structure of as many genera. A considerable 
number of photographs hail been made, illustrating, 
in a very satisfactory manner, the minute structure 
of each one, enlarged to twenty diameters. The 
photographs exhibited were illustrations of several 
species of Orthis, Leptaena, Strophomena, Stropho- 
donta, Chonetos, etc. 

The study of this shell-structure has shown very 
satisfactorily, what was partially known before, that 
the genus Orthis, as now defined and constituted, 
Includes very heterogenous material. External form, 
hinge characters, and interior muscular impressions, 
have been the chief guide; and yet forms have been 
included under this genus, showing widely different 
muscular markings. On further microscopic study, 
It has been found that these differences in form of 
muscular Imprints are accompanied by important 
differences in the shell structure. 

These differences may be noted in the illustrations 
presented, where the shell of Orthis biforata, O. bo¬ 
realis, O. tricenaria, O. occidentals, 0. fiabella, are 
non-punctate and coarsely fibrous. Orthis (?) stro- 
phomenoldes Is, like Streptorhynchus, fibrous. Orthis 
subquadrata has, like O, occidentals, a few large 
punctae. 

In the second group, Orthis testudinaria, O. Vanu- 
xemi, O. perveta, O. penelope, O, elegantula, O. clytle, 
and O. hybrida, have one or more rows of punctae to 
each ray, the rows well defined, and the intermediate 
shell finely fibrous. 

The third group, consisting of Orthis multicostata 
of the lower Helderberg, 0. jowensis of the Hamilton 
group, O. tulliensis of the Tally limestone, 0. im- 
pressa of the Chemung group, are highly punctate 
with a fine fibrous texture of the shell substance. 

The punctae usually come out along the summits 
of the radiating striae or plications of the shell. In 
some species the minute tubes perforating the shell, 
and producing these punctae, bifurcate and diverge 
before coming to the external surface of the shell. 

'This difference in shell structure, In forms known 
as Orthis, will require a separation of the species Into 
groups based upon the shell structure, and character 
of muscular impressions. Already we see that the 
shells of compact fibrous texture have a form of mus¬ 
cular impression quite unlike those with the punc¬ 
tate structure; and we shall probably find that all 


the Interior modifications of the muscular system are 
accompanied by differences in the microscopic struc¬ 
ture. 

This method of determining the shell structure, iu 
cases where the specimens may be imperfect, and 
thereby enabling the determination of obscure or 
fragmentary material, and Its geological relations, 
will be of much importance to the geologist. 

The structure of the shell in Strophomena is closely 
fibrous, with ^distant large punctae. In Stropho- 
donta, the punctae are more numerous. In Chonetos, 
the punctae are large, and arranged parallel to the 
radii, having a pustulose aspect 

In many other forms, the punctate texture of the 
shell is characteristic, and of importance in the de¬ 
termination of the generic forms. 

The physiological significance of this peculiar shell 
structure will be considered upon some future occa¬ 
sion, illustrated by more numerous examples. 

Rhizooarp* in the paleozoic period. 

BY J. W. DAWSON OF MONTREAL, CAN. 

The author referred to a previous memoir, entitled 
‘Spore-cases in coal,’ published in 1871. This de¬ 
scribed fossil remains in a shale from the Erian for¬ 
mation at Kettle Point, Lake Huron, supposed to be 
on the horizon of the Marcellas shale of Hew York* 
The remains are minute brownish discs scarcely more 
than one-hundredth of an inch in diameter. They 
were recognized as probably spore^cases or macro¬ 
spores of some acrogenous plant. The shale also con¬ 
tains vast numbers of granules, which may be escaped 
spores or inicrospores. In 1882 Dr. Dawson’s atten¬ 
tion was called to the discovery of similar bodies in 
vast numbers in the Erian and lower carboniferous 
shales of Ohio. The discoverer, Professor Orton, re¬ 
garded these bodies as spore-cases, and as the chief 
source of the bituminous matter in those shales. 
Professor Williams found similar bodies in the Ham¬ 
ilton shales of Hew York; and Prof. J. M. Clarke, 
in the Genesee shale and in the corniferous lime¬ 
stone. The last named are of larger size than the 
others. 

Ho certain Clew had been thus far afforded to the 
affinities of these widely distributed bodies. But last 
March, specimens were found tn the Erian formation 
of Brazil, by Mr. Orville Derby, which threw new 
light on the subject, containing as they did, along 
with the Hporaugltes, abundant fronds of Spirophy* 
ton. The Sporaugites of Brazil resemble in every 
respect the involucres or spore-sacs of modern rhizo- 
carps, aud especially the sporocarps of the genus Sal- 
vinla, 

Dr. Dawson describes with technical exactness two 
leading types which he has named provisionally Spo- 
r&ngites braxiliensis and 8. bilobatus. The paper 
offers the suggestion that these plants, now so insig¬ 
nificant, culminated in the paleozoic age, and, occu¬ 
pying the submerged fiats of that period with abun¬ 
dant vegetation, produced a great quantity of the 
bituminous matter found in resulting beds. A rich 
rhizocarpean vegetation in the early paleozoic and 
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eozoic ages may have preceded the great development 
of acrogens In the later paleozoic. 

In the discussion which followed, Dr. Dawson dis¬ 
claimed any intention to assert that the Sporangites 
were the sol© source of the bituminous matter. 

Henaaelaeria and a fossil fish from the Hamil¬ 
ton group of Pennsylvania. 

BY E. W. VS* AY POLK OF NKW BLOOMFIELD, PENN, 

The Hamilton sandstone of Pennsylvania Is found 
In ridges just before we come to the Blue Mountains. 
The sand tapers off from a centre In these ridges 
both ways. At places it is eight hundred feet In 
thickness, some of It quite hard and flinty. Perhaps 
this sand was left by rivers; but, at all events, where 
it Is missing it must have been cut away by erosion. 
The author believed that an ancient river had occu¬ 
pied nearly the pTace of the present Susquehanna, but 
running In an opposite direction, — to the north,— 
and probably debouching where the city of Harrisburg 
now stands. That locality had previously been below 
the sea: it was raised so as to become dry land 
through which this river runs. That land and that 
river again sank slowly. Then the sunken land re¬ 
ceived sand from the river. Afterward this region 
became the bed of a sea. It is a fan-shaped deposit, 
thickening toward the centre of the fan. 

The author exhibited a model of a fish whose re¬ 
mains were discovered in this sandstone. He also 
showed specimens of alleged Kensselaeria found in 
the Hamilton sandstone. The latter were shown to 
Prof. James Hall, during the reading of the paper. 
Mr, Claypole thought them identical with the Rene- 
selaeria of the Oriskany sandstone, there being a 
difference of a thousand feet between the two hori¬ 
zons; and he believed this the first instance of such 
discovery. The strata were tilted on edge in the lo¬ 
cality where the fossils were found. Mr. Claypole 
made a diagram of the geological structure of the 
region. The fossils were in the middle of the sand¬ 
stone, which is six hundred (o eight hundred feet 
thick. A Splrlfer very much like S, formosa is found 
there in great quantities. 

Professor Hall, after a brief examination, said that 
anybody was excusable for supposing the fossils to be 
Hensselaerla. The differences between them and the 
Oriskany fossil were slight though well marked. 
Professor Hall described some of these differences, 
and Mr. Claypole acknowledged that a certain V- 
sh&ped groove was wanting in his specimens. Pro¬ 
fessor Hail thought that possibly the fossils should be 
referrred to Amphigenia, which had many similari¬ 
ties to Rensseiaeria. Professor Newberry thought 
the fish fossil new. 

A Urge crustacean from the Cats kill group of 
Pennsylvania. 

BY B.W, CLAYPOLE OF NEW BLOOMFIELD, PENN. 

Of this fossil the author exhibited a cast. It 
showed no evidence of fish structure. Its apparent 
affinities were with the king crab, yet it was not a 


true Limulus nor even a Hmuloid. A cast in gutta¬ 
percha was also shown, which better exhibited the 
markings. There was a resemblance in the fine sur- 
face-marks to Kurypterus. But the eurypterids, with 
a single exception, were all found in strata vertically 
distant six thousand feet. 

Professor Hall said that the eurypterids were widely 
distributed. They were found in the coal-measures, 
in the Waverly sandstone, and perhaps —though that 
was not quite certain — in the Portage group. 

Animal remains from the loess and glacial 
* clays. 

BY WILLIAM MoADAMS OF ALTON, ILL. 

The drift clays proper at Alton, Ill., had a maxi¬ 
mum thickness of about one hundred feet, and the 
bluff clays were nearly of the same thickness. These 
clays were remarkably rich in animal remains, such 
as teeth and bones, attached to calcareous nodules 
or claystones. Remains of thirteen different species, 
now perhaps all extinct, had been found. The ro¬ 
dents were well represented in the bones of seven 
species, Including three or more beavers and some 
gophers. Nearly seventy teeth were found in the 
quaternary deposits, a majority of them in a single 
quarry. 

A new vertebrate from the St. Louis lime¬ 
stone. 

BY WILLIAM MCADAMS OF ALTON, ILL. 

One of the groups of subcarboniferous limestone 
is quarried extensively near Alton and St. Louis. It 
lies beneath the coal, and in some places the coal 
rests directly upon it. A number of vertebrate re¬ 
mains have been found in one of the quarries near 
Alton. Specimens were shown by the author of the 
paper. In the judgment of Professor Newberry, the 
fossils shown were the bones of somti large fish. 
One appeared to be the mandible or dental bone of 
the lower jaw. Wi thout pronouncing a final opinion, 
he would say that it bore a general resemblance to a 
group of fossil fishes in which the teeth were in¬ 
serted in sockets; but the animal itself was large and 
hitherto unknown, 

LUt of other papers. 

The following additional papers were read in this 
section, some of them by title only: Thermal belts, 
by J . W. Chickeriny. The Hamilton sandstone of 
middle Pennsylvania, by B. W. Claypole. Evidences 
from southern New England against the iceberg 
theory of the drift, by J. D. Dana (this paper will ap¬ 
pear in full in BoiknceJ. Topaz and associated min¬ 
erals from Stoneham, Oxford county, Me.; Colored 
tourinalines and lepldotite crystals'* from a new 
American locality; A note on the finding of two 
American beryls; Andalusite from a new American 
locality; On a white garnet from near Hull, Canada, 
—by 6 . F. JCunz , The genesis and classification of 
mineral veins, by J. S. dewberry. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION F. — BIOLOGY. 


ADDRESS OF W. /. BEAL OF LANSING , 
MICHVICE-PRESIDENT OF THE 
SECTION ; AUG . 15, I&tf. 


AGRICULTURE: ITS NEEDS AND OPPOR¬ 
TUNITIES. 

Instead of presenting a summary of the progress 
made In biology during the past year, I have chosen, 
rather, to speak of the ‘Needs and opportunities of 
agriculture,’ —a subject which haB heretofore scarce¬ 
ly bean mentioned at the meetingvS of this association. 
Within the past few years the progress of agriculture, 
which I use in its broadest sense, has been greater 
than ever before. This may be attributed to a varie¬ 
ty of causes; such as the general thrift and intelli¬ 
gence of our people, and the advancement of science. 

Many agricultural schools have been established, 
experiment-stations organized, the rural press has 
been much Improved in quality and quantity, clubs 
and societies are flourishing, and thousands of granges 
have helped to stimulate thought and investigation. 
Though there is much chance for improvement, the 
U. S. department of agriculture in several of its sec¬ 
tions has done excellent work. It Is true, and it is 
strange that it should be true, that, until within a 
comparatively recent period, but very little of the best 
thought, even of civilized nations, has been devoted 
to subjects intended to advance agriculture. 

Columella, eighteen hundred years ago, keenly felt 
the want of more thought in agriculture when he 
said, “ Husbandry alone, which, without doubt, is 
next to, and, a a it were, near akin to, wisdom, is in 
want of both masters and scholars. Of agriculture, 
I have never known any that professed themselves 
either teachers or students.” Many of our states 
have freely appropriated money to conduct surveys 
in geology, mining, with a little attention given to 
zoology and botany, not neglecting to provide liber¬ 
ally for coast-surveys. 

The nation, considering its age, has also been very 
generous with money in support of surveys of vari¬ 
ous kinds, iucluding, also, anthropology, construction 
of lighthouses, improving rivers and harbors, inves¬ 
tigating the supplies of fish, and even astronomy has 
been generously supported. It is true that some of 
this work performed by the government has been 
very poorly done, and lias been enormously expen¬ 
sive; but the methods of work are improving. 

This munificence of the United States in support 
of science is encouraging, and, as far as it goes, speaks 
well for the country and our law-makers. Doubtless, 
in many cases, Jthe close connection with politics is one 
great hindrance to successfully conducting investiga¬ 
tions in science for the government* The chances of 
losing positions are often too great to make them 
desirable, especially to persons who dislike political 
contests. Frequent changes are fatal to good, long- 
continued work. ^ 

Notwithstanding the large sums of money expended 


by our national and qtate governments in support of 
science, but a small sum, considering Its importance, 
has been appropriated in the interest of agriculture. 
Even private gifts have gone to endow literary col¬ 
leges, schools of physical or natural science, astro¬ 
nomical observatories, public libraries, and not to 
endow something which is directly intended to en¬ 
courage agriculture. The men like Lawrence, Shef¬ 
field, Smithson, Peabody, Washburn, Swift, Stevens, 
are numerous, but not numerous enough. All honor 
to the noble names of those who have so generously 
contributed to the advancement of science. 

* To Illustrate the hesitancy of men to bequeath 
money for the promotion of agriculture, I take the 
following from an address given by President T. 0. 
Abbot: — 

“I met a very pleasant and intelligent gentleman, 
who, from his large wealth, was about to give some 
sixty or seventy thousand dollars for the advance¬ 
ment of higher education. He had been for some 
years, and was still, the president of a state agricul¬ 
tural society. He was a farmer. Did be then endow 
some chair of agriculture, or agricultural chemistry, 
of veterinary science, of horticulture ? Did he fit out 
an experiment-station to analyze fertilizers, to study 
the value of cattle-foods ? Did he establish an agri¬ 
cultural library?" None of these. He found the 
science that was the most advanced of any, the one 
that government supports at a great expense from 
the public treasury. This fanner gave his thousands 
to endow another workshop of astronomy.” 

Yet, even in respect to private endowment, there are 
approaching signs of better days for agriculture. A 
few far-seeing men have observed the needs of this 
interest, and have set a noble example by giving of 
their wealth bounteously. Cornell, Bussey, Purdue, 
Valentine, Storrs, in this country, are names which 
will long be honored for liberal gifts in the interest of 
agriculture. They showed great sagacity, and not a 
little originality, by placing endowments in a new 
field* where gifts are few, and the opportunities for 
good are boundless. It is hoped that these illustrious 
examples will stimulate others to make similar be¬ 
quests. 

Where agriculture thrives, there we always find a 
prosperous people. She needs more trained minds 
to work in her interest. With better thought would 
come great and needed improvements in the agri¬ 
cultural department of the nation. It lacks means, 
strength, and stability* 

The matter of plans, and the naming of a compe¬ 
tent director of the geological survey, was referred to 
the National academy of sciences, whose suggestions 
the government authorities sought and adopted. 

The same body, or the standing committee of this 
association, or the members of the Society for the 
promotion of agricultural science, would be amply 
competent to name a good man for commissioner of 
agriculture. Such a plan would throw the position 
more out of politics, and it would be more likely to 
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run smoothly on, like the work of the Smithsonian 
institution. 

Greater permanency would tend to make the de¬ 
partment more efficient, and help it to co-operate 
with the agricultural departments of the several 
states and the agricultural colleges and experiment- 
stations. 

The leading object of these remarks la to call the 
attention of those who are working for the advance¬ 
ment of pure science to the great needs of agricul¬ 
ture, the grand opportunities for making discoveries, 
and the lasting gratitude which such workers are 
likely to receive from the people. Of course, we 
grant that all science is valuable, that much of pure 
science lias a practical bearing, that no one can 
foretell what practical results may he reached by 
in veo ligations In pure science; still there Is a ten¬ 
dency among scientific men to Ignore economic sci¬ 
ence. 

I will illustrate my meaning. The U. S. signal- 
service Is generally supposed to have been established 
in the interest of science, with the avowed intention, 
also, of benefiting navigation. The benefits in these 
respects are certainly worth all they cost, but these 
are not all the benefits which the service should rec¬ 
ognize. 

I note the following as given by Dr. K. C. Kedzie 
some months ago, to illustrate the tardiness of 
science and the government to promptly grant assist¬ 
ance to the interests of agriculture, 

“No industry, except navigation, is so completely 
at the mercy of the weather as agriculture, In Us 
widest sense. In the magnitude of the interests 
thus threatened, agriculture outweighs all others in 
importance. Indeed, without the sustaining in¬ 
fluence of agriculture, commerce itself would vanish 
like the dew of morning. Timely warnings of im¬ 
pending meteorological dangers might be given by 
the signal-service, which would be of incalculable 
worth to agriculture. 0 

He illustrates the subject by referring to the pro¬ 
tracted rainy weather during the wheat-harvest of 
1882, in Michigan, where the loss was very great, 
“ The approach of a protracted storm was known for 
days before the damage was done. If specific warn¬ 
ing had been given our farmers at that time, most 
of the wheat might have been safely housed, and 
the farmers of Michigan saved from a loss of more 
than $1,000,000. The damage inflicted in this way 
is not isolated and exceptional.” 

At length the growers of cotton and tobacco in the 
south, and of orahberries in New Jersey, have been 
recognized by the government, and warnings of ap¬ 
proaching frosts have been promptly given. “ The 
general government, through the signal-service, 
should hold the shield of its protection over land as 
over sea, over corn-field as over tobacco-plant, over 
hay-field as over cranberry-marsh, over wheat-field as 
over cotton-plantation, over orchards and vineyards, 
and the cattle upon a thousand hills and prairie leas. 
Why not extend this work into sylder fields by doing 
for the producer what it has so well done for the 
wrier 


The opinion seems to be too prevalent that few 
experiments in agriculture are worth attempting, 
unless it be those conducted by a chemist. This is 
by no means the case, though it is true that none but 
a chemist is capable of making those of a certain 
nature. A physicist will still find in the soil much to 
interest him, and there Is, no doubt, a chance to make 
discoveries valuable to agriculture. 

With regard to the great importance of investiga¬ 
tions and united action concerning the control of 
various plagues of our domestic animals, we should 
suppose no one would give a dissenting voice. Some 
valuable investigations have been made concerning 
the cause and nature of these diseases, among the 
most interesting of which, it seems to me, are the 
experiments made by Dr. Salmon in using an attenu¬ 
ated virus for inoculating animals, and inoculating 
again and again with a stronger vims those not 
affected by the attenuated virus. If the subject of 
animal plagues and the means of controlling them 
were fully discussed at meetings of this association, 
it would tend to allay prejudice, enlighten the minds 
of our citizens, and stimulate our law-makers to 
action. That there is need of a more general knowl¬ 
edge of this subject, I quote from a recent article by 
Professor Law in the proceedings of the Society for 
the promotion of agricultural science. “The present 
agitation on behalf of legislation for the extinction 
of this lung plague In America began actively in 1878, 
and, notwithstanding that the subject has been con¬ 
tinually before federal and state legislators for four 
years, but little real progress has been made. Among 
the drawbacks that may be specially named is the 
ignorance of legislators, of executives, and even of 
electois, on this subject.” 

In learning how to economically feed domestic 
animals, there is a great opportunity for investigation. 
There is much of interest and value to be learned in 
reference to the causes of fluctuation in weight of 
animals which are carefully fed and watered in a 
uniform manner. 

Concerning the great need of continued and in¬ 
creasing efforts to investigate our injurious and bene¬ 
ficial insects, I need say but little; for the subject 
has been kept before the people, and the people are 
always interested to know something about an insect 
as soon as it Injures their crops, or causes them 
trouble in any way. There is especially much need 
of more experiments to find better remedies for inju¬ 
rious insects. Attention to this portion of the sub¬ 
ject cannot fall to meet with some degree of success. 
Success here is sure to win the gratitude of everyone 
engaged in agriculture. Success in finding good, 
cheap, and safe remedies for injurious insects will 
tend to make science popular,.and make endowments 
for research much easier and more frequent than 
ever before. 

I need hardly add, that he who finds or breeds a 
race of honey-bees which is hardier, more industrious, 
longer-lived, quieter, possessed of longer tongues, 
and, la£l but not least, possessed of blunter stings, 
with less inclination to use them, — he who can suc¬ 
ceed in auy or all of these objects Is entitled to rank 
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with the man who shall cause two blades, of grass to 
grow where only one grew before. 

The U. 8. commission on fish and fisheries Is an 
example of good scientific work, with prospects of 
early returns in the form of an Increase in knowledge 
and a large increase in the supply of fish. A some¬ 
what similar work, conducted by Prof. S. A. Forbes 
of Illinois, is in progress, where the object of the 
survey is to inquire into the food of birds and the food 
of fishes. 

Some valuable scientific work of an economic 
nature has been done in connection with the tenth 
census, conspicuous among which is that performed 
by Prof. C. S. Sargent, in the study of forestry. 

Botanical explorers in every land have repeatedly 
and liberally contributed plants of economic impor¬ 
tance to the horticulturist, — a few new fruits, but 
more especially flowers and foliage-plants. An occa¬ 
sional contribution has been made to agriculture hi 
the form of plants which promised to be of vulue for 
seeds or forage, or for some other purpose, 

I have often been surprised that more attempts had 
not been made to secure the introduction of some 
new foreign grasses, and test them to ascertain their 
value for meadows and pastures. To be sure, grasses 
from western Europe have been tried; but we need 
others. 

More than twelve years ago this idea appeared in 
my address on grasses, as given before the North¬ 
western dairymen’s Association, where the advice was 
given to get other grasses from Japan, China, central 
Asia, and the dryer portions of South America. The 
cereals and pasture-grasses, the world over, are of 
more value to man and his domestic animals than all 
other plants taken together; yet the list of pasture- 
grasses now generally sown in any state can be 
counted on the fingers of one hand. In Great Brit¬ 
ain, where much attention has been given to the 
subject, twenty-five or thirty species arc much cul¬ 
tivated. It is hard to give all the reasons why so 
few grasses are employed in this country; but the 
fact remains, that few are cultivated, TJie grass fam¬ 
ily is a large one, containing from thirty-one hundred 
to four thousand or more species. They are widely 
distributed In nearly all parts of tile habitable globe, 
in every soli, in society with others, and alone. This 
does not convey an adequate Idea of their value in 
unwooded regions, because tbe number of individ¬ 
uals of several of them is exceedingly large. 

I have recently found the following iri the Ameri¬ 
can agriculturist for 1858, a statement probably made 
by Dr. Thurber. “A dozen sorts, probably, cover 
nineteen-twentieths of all the cultivated meadow- 
laud from Maine to Texas, Ic can hardly be sup¬ 
posed that so limited a number meets, in the best 
manner possible, all the wants of so great a variety 
of soil and climate. This is one of the pressing 
wants of our agriculture, Experimental farms are 
needed where the value of new grasses and kindred 
questions can be determined, A single new grass, 
that would add but an extra yield of a hundredpounds 
to the acre, would add millions of dollars annually to 
the productive wealth of the nation.” 


Still farther back, In 3853, the late I. A. Lapham 
of Wisconsin expressed similar views; and still longer 
ago, in 1843, forty years ago, in a prise-essay, J. J. 
Thomas said, ” The great deficiency in tbe number 
and variety of our cultivated grasses has been long 
felt by intelligent cultivators.” In this subject, but 
very slow progress has been made in forty years. 

In the extensive unwooded regions west of the Mis¬ 
sissippi, the native grasses afford much pasture; but 
many of them start very late in spring, and stop 
growing early in autumn. They do not completely 
occupy the ground: they are easily stamped out by the 
hoofs of cattle and sheep. Some of the tame grasses 
will thrive better, and afford much more pasture. 

In ScifCNCR, vol. 1. p. 188, of this year, Prof. N. S. 
Shaler refers to this subject. He says, **lfc seems 
possihle to improve this pasture by the introduction 
of other forage-plants indigenous to regions having 
something like the same climate. The regions likely 
to furnish plants calculated to flourish in a region of 
low rainfall include a large part of the earth's sur¬ 
face. Those that would succeed in Dakota are not 
likely to do well in Texas or Arizona, For the north¬ 
ern region, the uplands of northern Asia or Patagonia 
are the most promising fields of search; while for the 
middle and southern fields, the valley of the La 
Plata, southern Africa, Australia, and the Algerian 
district, may be looked to for suitable species.” He 
recommends three experiment-stations, — one in Ne¬ 
braska, one in Texas, and one In Arizona. 

In this connection, when we remember that exotic 
plants often thrive better than natives, we see what 
a vast field lies ready for experimenting with tbe 
grasses. 

Grasses look much alike to all who have not closely 
studied them; so that farmers—in fact, none except 
botanists are likely to attempt experiments. This Is 
a strong reason why the state and national govern¬ 
ments should assist agriculture in an undertaking 
which seems so fruitful of good results within a short 
time, at so trifling an expense, Expeditions are sent 
at great expense to explore polar seas, with a view 
to slightly extending our knowledge of a barren por¬ 
tion of the earth’s surface. Large sums are employed 
to fit up in magnificent style, and send to the re¬ 
motest parts of the earth, expeditions to spend a few 
minutes in observing an eclipse or a transitof Venus. 
Would the sending of competent persons around the 
earth in search of better grasses be an undertaking 
less praiseworthy? 

The men who control the Northern Pacific railway 
were enterprising enough to see that a complete eco¬ 
nomic survey of the adjacent territory would help 
the sate of their lands. Among other things, the 
grasses will be careftilly examined. 

For the past ten years the writer has been testing, 
in a small way, some hundred and fifty species of 
grasses. These, with few exceptions, are natives of 
the eastern United States and western Europe. I am 
fully convinced that further experiments, carefully 
made on a larger scale in several portions of our 
country, will be quite sure to result in great gain to 
agriculture. 
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Grasses suitable for the western prairies, to take 
the place of those which will be rapidly stamped out 
by clOf«3 feeding, are sure to be found even without 
the aid of the government; but greater time will be 
required. 

Prof, E. M, Shelton of Kansas agricultural college 
has probably done more than any one else In the west 
to test grasses and clovers, and diffuse information 
in regaid to the results, which are most gratifying. 
At nearly all gatherings of farmers in the west, this 
question of new grasses is a prominent topic of dis¬ 
cussion. 

Wherever irrigation has been well trleld, especially 
on land which is light and well drained, the results 
have been quite surprising, converting a dry, hungry 
meadow into a little oasis, fciuch a meadow is the 
triumph of agricultural art. 

One of the most remarkable results of irrigation, 
as viewed by a scientific man, is this: the list of 
grasses will not remain the same, or raaiutalu the same 
proportion. The bad grasses will nearly ail die out, 
or improve In quality; while the best ones will rapidly 
increase. And again: experiments in England have 
shown that irrigation causes many herbaceous plants, 
distinct from grasses, such as plantain and butter¬ 
cups, to give place to good grasses. Docks are not di¬ 
minished by irrigation. The best grasses are a sign 
of good land in fine condition. Such grasses are 
hearty feeders, and are most sensitive to good treat¬ 
ment. In a well-managed meadow, irrigation iu four 
years increased the value threefold, 

Solon Robinson long ago expressed the view, that, 
If the streams of Connecticut were properly utilised 
in irrigating the soil, they would be more productive 
lu value than by turning all the water*wheels of the 
state. More experiments in irrigation are much 
needed in this country. 

Baron J. B. Lawes, a most renowned experimenter 
In agriculture, possessed an old pasture having been 
In permanent grass over a century. No fresh seed 
of any kind was sown during this period. For some 
Beven years or more, he experimented by applying 
to this old pasture, on different plats, twelve different 
kinds of manures. The results were very Interesting 
and gratifying. 44 The manures, which much in¬ 
creased the produce of hay, at the same time very 
much Increased its proportion of graminaceous herb¬ 
age. The total miscellaneous herbage (chiefly weeds) 
was the most numerous in kind, and nearly in the 
greatest proportion, on the uumanured land, — viz,, 
sixteen per cent, — while on the manured plat it de¬ 
creased to two per cent. Every description of manure 
diminished the number of species ami the frequency 
of occurrence of the miscellaneous or weedy herbage. 
A few weeds were Increased by the manures, such as 
Rnmex and AchlHaea.” 

44 The plants of a meadow,” in the words of the 
AprtCttRumi gazette, u Jive tn harmony on the unma¬ 
nured open park, having nothing to fight for in a state 
of nature ; hut toss them a bone, ground fine, or any 
other choice bit, and their harmonious companionship 
terminates at once. Every act of improved oultiva- 
tlon occasions instant war, A grass likes the best 


that can be got. It will swallow soda, but not when 
it can get potash. As a general principle, alt manures 
tend to drive out the weeds by increasing the better 
herbage.” A repetition of like experiments in this 
country could not fail to give valuable results* 

In Europe some success has been reached in select¬ 
ing and cultivating different varieties of Lolium po¬ 
re one, Dactylis glomerata, and Trifolium pratense. 

The field is a promising one for any careful and en¬ 
thusiastic student. For three years past, I have been 
studying hundreds of plants of red clover at all sea¬ 
sons and stages of growth. I have plants growing, 
the seeds of which came from marked plants which 
varied much from each other. Plants In the fields 
of red clover vary amazingly in many respects, which 
influences their value for forage-crops. 1 believe our 
fields of red clover to-day contain nearly or quite as 
great a variety of plants as would a field of Indian 
corn, If we were to mix in a little seed of all the 
varieties cultivated in any one state. 

Some of our grasses in cultivation are quite varia¬ 
ble, notably the fescues, orchard-grass, and peren¬ 
nial rye-grass. It was some time ago observed that 
alfalfa of California, and lucerne of Europe, were 
quite different In their capacity to endure dry weath¬ 
er, though they belong to the same species. Differ¬ 
ent treatment in widely separated countries for many 
years has wrought a great change. 

The subject of changing seed, planting old seed, 
mixing seed, raising it one year or more in a remote 
country, and then returning to the starting-point, 
deserves the attention of careful experimenters. 

The late Charles Darwin experimented on the 
effects of cross and self fertilization of plants, and 
found that in most cases plants from crossed stock 
were earlier, hardier, germinated better, and yielded 
more seeds, than those from seed of self-fertilized 
plants, while crossing with foreign stock of the same 
variety is a far greater improvement. The Idea is to 
cross the flowers of a plant with pollen from other 
plants of the same variety, the seeds of which were 
raised pure for five or more years In a remote locality, 
fifty miles or more away. 

Mr. Darwin said, 44 It Is a common practice with 
horticulturists to obtain seeds from another place, 
having a very different soil, so as to avoid raising 
plants for a long succession of generations under the 
same conditions; but, with all the species which 
freely intercross by the aid of Insects or the wiud, It 
would be an incomparably better plan to obtain seeds 
of the required variety, which had been raised for 
some generations under as different conditions as 
possible, and sow them in alternate rows with seeds 
matured in the old garden. The two stocks would 
then intercross, with a thorough blending of their 
whole organizations, and with no loss of purity to 
the variety; and this would yield far more favorable 
results than a mere exchange of seeds.” 

Iu ft word, with plants which may be e&slly crossed, 
•get sotfie foreign seed of the same sort to mix with 
your own seeds to raise seeds for ensuing crops* 

In 1877 I began some experiments of this kind 
with Indian corn and with beans, and have since 
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wade others. The advantage shown by crossing o t 
corn over that not cronsed was as 151 exceeds 100, 
and In the case of black wax-beans it was as 230 
exceeds 100. Since then similar experiments have 
several times resulted in showing a large increase In 
favor of crossing with foreign stock. 

In a review of Darwin’s book, the Gardener's chron¬ 
icle of Kngland said in 1877, u It is certain that these 
practical results will be a long time filtering into the 
minds of those who will eventually profit most by 
them,” The results of my experiments have been 
widely printed in the agricultural papers of the day, 
and have been given at numerous fanners’ institutes 
and granges, beginning in the winter of 1877, nearly 
six years ago; and yet I cannot learn that any other 
person in this country has attempted similar experi¬ 
ments. I will make one exception, in case of Frof. 
W. A. Henry of Wisconsin university, who tried the 
experiment in connection with myself. The results, 
so far, fully accord with the prophetic statement above 
quoted from the hardener’s chronicle. 

In originating new varieties and races, see what has 
already been done, largely in our own country, in a 
haphazard way, with strawberries, raspberries, black¬ 
berries, gooseberries, and grapes, to say nothing of 
improvements in ornamental plants. 

I need hardly add, that some of the best results, 
considering the time and means employed, have been 
Obtained by persons who have crossed and hybridized 
according to some well-devised plan. 

Our varieties of fruits in cultivation have become 
so numerous, that to describe them by the fruit and 
foliage alone often baffles the skill of the most expert 
poinologlst. In the proceedings of the American 
pomological society for 1877, 1879, and 1881,1 have 
shown that much help can be obtained by noticing 
the peculiarities of Die flowers of appies and pears. 
The same is no doubt true, to some extent, with 
grapes, peaches, gooseberries, and other fruits. 

Here is a promising field, full of interest to the 
botanist, — a field where he may accomplish much to 
aid the horticulturist, and something to advance 
science. A new variety of any cultivated fruit can 
no longer be considered as well described, unless 
some account be made of the flowers. 

It 1ms often been shown that many kinds of insects 
are beneficial to plants by aiding the fertilization of 
the flowers. The subject has still about it much that 
is new. Even Mr. Darwin said he did not suppose 
that he fully understood all the contrivances for fer¬ 
tilization in any one flower. 

If K be true, as ray experiments during the past 
six years help to indicate, that bumble-bees aid in 
fertilizing red clover, then farmers should try to 
encourage these interesting insects, even though 
they be disagreeable companions. Bumble-bees prefer 
to raise their colonies in old nests of meadow-mice, 
I mentioned in my last report, that it had been sug¬ 
gested that we should not keep many cats, nor allow 
hawks, foxes, or dogs to catch these mice; for they 
make neats which are quite necessary for the bum¬ 
ble-bees, which help fertilize our ted clover, and 
thereby largely increase thfc yield of seed. 


Perhaps it may not be altogether visionary to pre¬ 
dict that men wilt yet engage fn raising bumble-bee 
queens, and sell them to farmers at a fair profit, for 
starting colonies to improve the yield of clover-seed. 
We may yet have conventions and societies where 
the leading object shall be to discuss the merits of 
different sorts of bumble-bees. 

A few years ago experiment-stations In Europe 
began testing seeds which were offered for sale in the 
markets. Adulterations were discovered most ingen¬ 
ious in character, harmful in effect, and remarkable 
in amount. 

The more the subject was investigated, the worse 
it seemed to be. Something of the same sort has 
been undertaken in this country, showing that even 
in Michigan some worthless seeds are put on the 
market. In 1877 and later I tested large numbers of 
vegetable-seeds purchased of fifteen of our large 
dealers anti growers. Not one of these is free from 
selling seeds that are worthless. The remedy is not 
easy. On account of its effect on their advertising, 
publishers are unwilling to print for their readers the 
results of these experiments. Only a few people mi 
acquire the information after experiments arc made. 

In making tests of seeds, we still lack information 
In regard to the surest and best inode of testing each 
sort. Here Is a good work for some accurate and in¬ 
genious scientist to invent new apparatus, learn the 
proper amount of heat, air, and moisture, for produ¬ 
cing the best results, find out whether seeds will 
thrive best with a constant temperature, or a varia¬ 
ble temperature; and learn the best modes of preserv¬ 
ing seeds alive from one year to another. 

I need hardly mention to intelligent students, that 
there is an extensive field, a very attractive one, in 
the study of fungi. The agriculturist who deals with 
plants, not only wants to know the kinds, but the re¬ 
quirements which are favorable or unfavorable to 
their development. In the study of effectual reme¬ 
dies against fungi, something has been done; but 
there is still much demand for more knowledge. 
Successful experiments in regard to fungi are not 
likely to be made except by botanists, 

I have only glanced at & few points where the 
biologist can find interesting work which will give 
threefold returns by advancing science, helping 
to elevate agriculture, and benefiting our country. 
There are many experiment-stations in Europe, and 
some in this country, We hope their number may 
soon increase, and that liberal and permanent endow¬ 
ments will not be lacking. This association, and all 
other societies working in the interest of science, can 
render a great service by doing what they can to en¬ 
courage experiments in all departments of agriculture. 
Men can be encouraged to prepare papers, and com¬ 
mittees can make reports pertaining to the .subject, 
There is a need of thorough state surveys, solely with 
a view to the interests of agriculture and kindred 
subjects. More knowledge of otar soils, water, build¬ 
ing-materials, plants, timber, injurious fungi, insects, 
and birds, would return to a state, fivefold the cost of 
acquiring such information. In brief, then, as one 
of the humble workers in the interests pf agriculture. 
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I most cordially invite you to turn your attention to 
some of the problems which vex the husbandman* 

PAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION F. 


On the use of vaseline to prevent the loss of 
alcohol from specimen jars. 

BY B. O. WILDER AND 8 . II. GAGE OF ITHACA, N,Y. 

In the absence of the authors of the paper, an 
abstract of it was read by the secretary of the sec¬ 
tion, Professor Forbes. Vaseline, when used for the 
purpose indicated, proves to be an agent unaffected 
by temperature, and by most chemical substances. 
It is sparingly soluble in cold alcohol, but wholly 
soluble in hot alcohol, solidifying on cooling. It can 
bo fitly applied in sealing specimen-jars, and meets 
many requirements when so used. 

A new plan of muaeum-oaae. 

BY E. 8. MOUSE OF SALEM, MASS. 

The author described, and exhibited by means of 
drawings, a new plan of museum-case. He said his 
observations in the museums of Paris proved the 
great inferiority of the cases there to those in the 
United States. He gave, In addition to a detailed 
plan of a case, some suggestions as to the best method 
of arranging articles within. Mr. Morse has had the 
subject of arrangements for museum exhibitions 
under consideration for several year*, and the pres¬ 
ent plan includes contrivances which he has previ¬ 
ously suggested as separate devices. 

(BOTANICAL PAPERS.) 

A supposed poisonous seaweed in the lakes 
of Minnesota. 

BY j. C. ARTHUR OP CHARLES CITY, 10. 

In the summer of last year many cattle and hogs 
died in the vicinity of Watervllle, Minn. Residents 
in the locality believed that the animals were poisoned 
by drinking the water of adjoining lakes. There are 
two lakes of considerable size in the neighborhood: 
they are free from marsh, and have wooded borders; 
through them runs a somewhat sluggish river. 

At the time of the occurrence, the lakes showed a 
quantity of dark-green scum on the surface, as well 
as disseminated through the water. The surface- 
layers of the scum were in places several Inches 
thick. The scum proved to be a water-weed, having 
some characteristics like those of the nostoc, but Is 
known to botanists as Rtvularla flultans, and lias 
been described by Cohn, a European naturalist. The 
plant is spoken of by the author of this paper as a 
seaweed: he supposed it did not occur in this coun¬ 
try elsewhere than in Minnesota, and it is not fre¬ 
quent in Europe. 

Last year Mr, Arthur visited the locality of the 
occurrence, and he repeated his visit this summer; 
but in each instance too late in the season to examine 
the scutn <n sftw. It appears to be composed of in¬ 
numerable stgall round bulbs of a transparent gelat¬ 


inous substance, which are filled with a dark-green 
materia). After they first begin to be seen on the 
water, the bulbs increase in number with marvellous 
rapidity. In about two weeks they begin to decay, 
and their entire disappearance quickly ensues. These 
phenomena take place usually in June, As no actual 
experiments have been made upon animals, the deadly 
qualities ascribed to the so-called seaweed arc as yet 
a matter of conjecture, though the reported facts 
tend strongly to strengthen the belief that the plant 
Is poisonous. 

Relations of oertain forms of algae to disa¬ 
greeable tastes and odors. 

BY W. G, FAULOW OF CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Although large masses of any decaying vegetation 
may render water unfit for drinking, the only group of 
plants to be feared, as far as their effect on the taste 
and odor is concerned, is the members of the nostoc 
family, which form floating scums of a bluish-green 
color. When exposed to a bright sun, especially in 
shallow water, they are transformed into fetid, repul¬ 
sive-looking masses of slime, which give to the water 
the so-called pig-pen odor. The water-supplies of sev¬ 
eral eastern cities have been thus contaminated, and 
principally by species of Coelosphaerium, Clathro- 
cystls, and Anahaena. In Minnesota js the represent¬ 
ative of a fourth genus, Rivuiarla, which was first 
found last year at Watcrville by Professor Arthur, 
and which has been found to be very abundant this 
year in Lake Minnetonka; and in all probability it 
occurs in most of the other lakes of this region. The 
singular fact is, that while unknown elsewhere in this 
country, the species was found several years ago by 
Cohn in Silesia, who named it Rivularia fluitans; and 
It was detected also by Gobi pear the Gulf of Riga. 
It appears also to be very closely related to, If not 
identical with, an alga abundant in certain parts of 
England, referred by Harvey and inoro recently by 
Philips to Echinella artJculata, Ag. This is another 
illustration of the very wide distribution of the 
species of the nostoc family, of which we have other 
recent illustrations in the NostoehopaU lobatus of 
Wood, first described from the northern states, but 
which has since been found to be identical with 
Maze* Rivularlaides subsequently discovered in Bra¬ 
zil, and with HormactU Quoyl found only at Fal¬ 
mouth, Mass., and the Marianne island* in the Pacific. 

There is a strong probability, that in the future Min¬ 
neapolis may be troubled by the decay of the different 
nostocs floating in the lakes near the city, whore they 
are very abundant. As far as avoiding trouble from 
these plants is concerned, undoubtedly river-water 
Is to be preferred to lake-water; but before many 
years the Mississippi near Minneapolis will be con¬ 
taminated by sewage, and the water will probably 
then be obtained from the lakes. If the shallower 
lakes near the city are used, there can be little doubt 
that in summer Minneapolis will have the same 
troubl'd as that experienced lfi Boston. Even at 
greater expense, the water should bo brought from 
large and deep lakes, especially those across which the 
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winds BWfep so as to keep the surface-water rough¬ 
ened. 

The spread of epidemic diseases in plants. 

BY W. G. FAKl.OW OF CAMnKUJGE, MAK8, 

Ik the case of animals It can be said, that, except¬ 
ing the diseases attributed to bacteria, they are subject 
to but few diseases caused by fungi. In the ease of 
plants, however, the greater part of the diseases to 
which they are subject are caused by parasitic fungi; 
excepting, of course, the injuries caused by insects, 
which need hardly be considered in speaking of epi¬ 
demic disease*. Most of the violent epidemic diseases 
of plants are caused by fungi of the orders Umiineae, 
rusts, and Feronospoieae, rots. Fortunately the spe¬ 
cies of these orders attack only a single species of 
host, or at most several species closely related botan- 
ically; so that, for instance, a rot which would attack 
the potato would not probably attack the grape, 
although it might be expected to attack the tomato, 
which Is botauieally closely allied to the potato. As 
might be expecied, the most violent epidemics occur 
during, or just after, unusually wet periods. An 
epidemic disease spreads either by the dispersion of 
its spores through the air, or by the Iran sport ati on 
of tlie host-plant on which it is growing; the i a tier 
being probably the means by which diseases are 
carried across large bodies of wator, as the Atlantic. 

With the introduction of food-plants from Europe 
to this country come, oT course, many of tli dr parasitic 
diseases. It should be noted, however, that the most 
violent plant-epidemics of recent times have advanced 
not from east to west, but from west to east. The 
best-known case is that of the potato-rot in 1845, and 
since then the very accurately recorded case of the 
grape-mildew, Peronospora viiicola. has arisen. In 
the first case, the disease is supposed to have reached 
Europe from the west coast of South America, by way 
of the United States. In the latter case, the grape- 
mould, which Is a native of North America, can, as I 
showed by experiments in 1876, be transferred to tlie 
European vine;and It was prophesied that tlie disease 
would extend to Europe, and do more harm than with 
us. The prophesy was very soon fulfilled, as you 
know. In the two diseases just mentioned, it is a 
characteristic of the spores, that in germinating, in¬ 
stead of giving off a filament, they discharge a number 
of motile zofispores, each of which is capable of propa¬ 
gating the disease. We have several other species of 
Peronospora, which produce zoospores, some of which 
have apparently crossed from America to Europe;, 
and there are others which, although common in this 
country, have not yet appeared in Europe, although, 
following the grape-mould, they may be expected to 
appear there hereafter. Among these may be men¬ 
tioned PeronosporaBalstedii, which grows on com- 
poshes, and may later be found in Europe on the 
Jerusalem artichoke. Professor Treleaselias recently 
found a Peronospora on Sicyos in Wisconsin, which 
resembles the grape-mould in general appearance. 
The gemination of the spores has not yet been ob¬ 
served, but judging by anhlogy one would expect 
them to produce zodspores. It would not be surpris¬ 


ing if the Peronospora on SJcyos should also be found 
hereafter causing a disease of squashes or melons; 
and its progress eastward might be expected as in 
the cases previously cited* 

The speaker then referred to a modification of the 
spores sometimes observed in Peronospora. Mr. 
Earle of Qpbden, Ill., collected species on Geranium 
and Viola, where, instead of the usual branching 
spore-stalks, the spores were borne on the mycelium 
close to the breathing-pores; the spores themselves 
being very much larger than in the common form, 
A similar monstrosity has been noted by Cornu in the 
grape-mould. The specimens were collected by Mr. 
Earle in April, and the speaker suggested that this 
form of spores might perhaps he an adaptation to 
the cold and wet weather of spring. The conditions 
which produce the monstrous forms are worth con¬ 
sidering by collectors. 

Of the diseases caused by ITredineae which have 
advanced from west to east, the hollyhock-dlseaso, 
Pucciula malvaccarum, is the best-known instance. 
Its original home was probably Chili; but it *prea4 
through Europe about ten years ago, not, however, by 
way of this country, as was probably the case with 
the pdtato-rot, The dheaaes produced by fungi of 
other orders, as Ascomyceiea, do not spread with the 
same rapidity as the rusts and rots. This is shown 
by the black knot, which is so destructive in this 
country to plums and some kinds of cherries. It is 
a native of this country, and is found on most of our 
wild species of Prnnus, especially the choke-cherry, 
a shrub which has been introduced into many places 
in Europe. As yet, however, the black knot has not 
made its appearance in Europe* 

The speaker then said that he had just found the 
grape-mildew growing on the Virginia creeper (Am- 
pelopsis quinquefolla) near Minneapolis. As this 
plant is closely related to the vine, the occurrence of 
the mildew might have been expected. In attempt* 
ing to prevent the spread of the disease to countries 
where it is now unknown, the discovery is of impor¬ 
tance. It is evident, that, to prevent the spread of 
the disease, the importation of Ampelopsia as well as 
of grape-vines* must be prohibited. 

Parallelism of structure of matse and sorghum 
kernels. 

BY B. L. STIXBTEVAKT OF OCTET A, X.Y, 

If kernels of flint, pop, sweet, and Tuscarora maize 
be split parallel to the germ, each race will be seen to 
present a definite arrangement of structure. Thus, 
the flint com presents a germ surrounded by starchy 
matter, and this in turn by a corneous envelope; in 
the pop-corn proper, the germ Is enclosed in the cor¬ 
neous matter, the starchy matter being absent except 
as the pop variety intrenches upon the hints; the 
sweet corn has a similar structure to the pop, but the 
corneous matter Is translucent and wrinkled. 

By means of blackboard diagrams, the relative 
arrangements were exhibited of the 'chit ' or germ, 
the corneous matter, and the starch, in the kernels 
of the above-named varieties of maize and in sorgUum. 
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These different arrangements are constant, and do 
not pass Into each other, The proportion of these 
elements is also, in general, constant throughout the 
development of the kernels. Tire parallelism which 
is apparent may be accounted for on the familiar 
axiom that similar forces acting under like circum¬ 
stances produce similar results. 

Agricultural botany. 

BY K. I,. STUKTEVANT OK GENEVA, N,Y. 

If kitchen-garden plants be closely studied, in 
tnany varieties it will be found that selection has 
differentiated the various natural secies in accord¬ 
ance with desired uses. It will be noticed, that, while 
there is a striking uniformity within varieties in those 
portions of the plant which have not been selected 
for improvement, there is a great variation between 
those portions which have secured attention on ac¬ 
count of their uses. Thus, in forty-five varieties of 
onions growing side by side, the foliage Is all similar; 
yet the bulbs vary in sire, color, shape, and habit of 
formation. The effect of selection concentrated upon 
visible forms lias been to produce and fix changes 
from the natural plant to such an extent as in ca^es 
to mask the original plant, so that historical data 
must supplement morphological data in order to con¬ 
nect the genetic record. It is clearly evident, that 
conscious selection is a powerful agency for the 
changing of form, and by long exercise can overcome 
the type affixed by nature to a species. In the do¬ 
mesticated plant, the power of intelligence to elimi¬ 
nate, modify, and direct the action of natural laws 
under a given purpose introduced a new factor to 
Influence/ plant-growth; and forms dosigned for uses 
mask genetic resemblances in those portions of the 
plant where change means value to man. If these 
views are correctly stated, then It is seen that an 
agricultural botany, as ah annex to natural botany, 
Is imperatively required for the purpose pf furthering 
classification of domesticated plants; and such an 
annex must vary In its methods as widely from the 
methods of the natural botany as cultivated plants 
vary from feral plants, the key to the motive being in 
one case the use, while in the other It is the floral 
organs. 

The preaont condition of the box huckleberry, 

Vaooinium braohyoerum, In Ferry county, 
Femuylranla. 

E. W. ChAYPOLR OF NJCW BLOOMFIELD, PENN. 

This was an interesting account of a plant that 
may become extinct* The discovery of this plant 
took place over hundred years ago, iu Virginia, and 
It subsequently disappeared until 184fl, when it was 
again discovered by Prof* Spencer F. Baird in Penn- 
, aylvanta. This peculiar plant exists in Berry county, 
Peun*, and in New Castle county, Md., and in no 
other known locality In the world. It exists In lim¬ 
ited quantities there. Its geographical limits are 
sharply defined, and never extend, but rather recede, 
Indicating a probability of its extinction. 


Relation of root and leaf areas; corn. 

BY D. F. FUN HALLOW OF MONTREAL, CAN. 

In the absence of the author of the paper, the sec¬ 
retary of the section briefly stated the.con tents. The 
paper sets forth the Importance of the relations be¬ 
tween the aerial and subterranean surfaces of plants, 
especially in respect to area. The exirerJmeitls of 
the author were mainly upon the growth and devel¬ 
opment of maize, of which ho has tabulated careful 
measurements Showing the proportions of areas above 
and beneath the soil. 

Influence of position on seed. 

BY K. L. STl/JiTEVANT OF GENEVA, N.Y, 

The * position * referred to in the title of this paper 
is that of the individual seeds grown on a spike. The 
object of experiment was to ascertain the differences 
of germinating force between seeds from the middle 
ami from the ends of the spike. In trials carried 
forward at the New-Tork agricultural experiment- 
station last winter, it was found, that, for an average 
of 91 per cent of butt kernels, 88 per cent of central 
kernels, and 98 per cent of tip kernels, of flint corn, 
germinated. Other experiments gave the following 
results: In the butts planted, 79 percent germinated; 
of the centres, 84 per cent germinated; and of the tips, 
80 per cent germinated. For flint-corn, the tip-ker¬ 
nels have the stronger vegetative power. 

Periodicity of Babbacia angularia. 

BY MARY K. MURTFKLDT OF ST. LOUIS, MO.* 

The attention of the authoress was first drawn to 
this plant In Missouri. It is a matter of popular be¬ 
lief there, that the plant flowers only once in seven 
years. Mindful of the story in the Greek Keader, of 
the Kcholatiticu* who bought a turtle to ascertain 
whether it would live a hundred years, Miss Murt- 
feldt obtained some seed of the Sabbaeia, and planted 
it at dace. Seven years have expired since the 
planting, and now the plant is for the first time in 
flower. In a brief discussion on this paper, Pro¬ 
fessor Mason showed reasons for doubting iu general 
the popular notions about periodicity in the flower¬ 
ing of certain plants. 

An abnormal orchid, Habenaria hyperborea, 

BY W. R. DUDLEY OF ITHACA, N.Y. 

The peculiarities of this orchid, as observed by the 
author of this paper, consist of the spur character¬ 
istic of it* generic relations, the smaller size of the 
plant, the narrowness of tfie side petals, and the 
broad spatula-form of the lips of the flower. These 
changes are apparently in a direction from an irregu¬ 
lar to a regular form of flower. The peculiar cases 
observed, of which mounted specimens were ex¬ 
hibited to the section, may be due to arrested de¬ 
velopment; but, the author suggested, they possibly 
indicate a tendency to revert to older and simpler 
form*** The habitat of this orchid Is not invariably 
In swamps, but also in dry becchrwooda, where they 
are found to bloom much later than in damp regions. 
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In the discussion of the paper, Prof. E. II. Cope 
Inquired as to the likelihood of a reversion to a 
variety v of non-spurred orchids, an idea which met 
with a-favorable response from the author. 

Origin of the flora of the central New-York 
lake region. 

BY W. It. DUDLEY OF ITHACA, W.Y. 

The region referred to contains a seiies of lakes, 
and is bounded on the weet by the Genesee river 
and on the east by Oneida lake. It is of a low, sandy 
character, the shores of the lakes having but a slight 
elevation; but towards the north the country gradu¬ 
ally rises to a level of 2,000 feet above the sea. The 
whole reglbn may be regarded as a series of old 
eroded valleys, filled with drift deposits, and having 
occasional lake-basins; its entire characteristics being 
such as would naturally give rise to a peculiar fiora. 

Professor Dudley described seven species among 
a large and varied flora peculiarly localized in this 
lake-country, the natural or ordinary habitat of 
which is variously situated to the south-west, west, 
and hortb-west. The conclusion he sought to estab¬ 
lish was that the waters of the great lakes had 
formerly flowed through these valleys, and carried 
with them these several varieties of a widely scat¬ 
tered flora. 

The remarks which followed the reading of the 
essay favored this theory, and pointed especially to 
the abrupt eastern limit of the species in question. 

a 

Development of a dandelion flower. 


ciettt, Tho following are the indices, of Mya are- 
uaria:— 

WKCKWT. ANCIENT. 


South of North of 
Cape Cod i Capo Cod, 
01 . 42 . 61 . 67 . 


tfouth of North of 

Cape Cod; Cape Cod, 

62 . 62 . 7 *. 


of Venus merconark: 

lUCCKKT. 


South of North of 
(. apt* Cod, Capo Cod, 

61 , 01 . * 1 . 10 . 


ANCIENT. 


South of North of 
Oape Cod, Cape Cod, 
* 1 . 51 . 61 . 61 . 


Since the waters south of Cape Cod are much 
warmer than those north of Cape Cod, it was reason¬ 
able to suppose that these changes were due to tem¬ 
perature, and that the higher index of the ancient 
specimens found in the Indian deposits might Indi¬ 
cate a colder climate. This supposition receives some 
support in the fact that a measurement of specimens 
found in the glacial clays about Portland, Me., and 
on the Kennebec river in the same state, gave the high 
index of fid, and a number of Norwich and Bed Crag 
fossils of Mya, which he had the opportunity of meas¬ 
uring at the British museum, had an index of 64; 
recent Mya from South End, Eng., having the low 
index of 58.30. 

It was interesting to observe, that measurements of 
Mya in Japan gave, for the southern form, an index 
of 61.10, and, of a more northern form, 62.50. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. Morse stated 
that he had made similar observations with regard to 
other shell-flab. 


BY J. M. COULTER OF CUAWFORDSVILLE, IND. 

By means of crayon illustrations, the author of 
this paper displayed the changes which the different 
parts of a dandeflon-flower undergo in the process of 
growth to full maturity. The main object was to 
demonstrate the place, and method of origin, of the 
ovule, 

(zoological pappus .) 

Mya arenaria: its changes in pliocene and 
prehistoric time*. 

BY E. 8. MOUSE OF SALEM, MASS. 

At a previous meeting of the association, the au¬ 
thor showed that the species of shells found in the 
Indian shell-heaps along the coast of New England 
differed In their proportionate diameters from the 
same species living to-day. He pointed out, more¬ 
over, that species belonging to similar genera, in the 
shell-heaps of Japan, had changed in precisely simi¬ 
lar ways. It was Important to find out, if possible, 
the cause of these changes. A comparison between 
the shells of two common species, found north and 
south of Cape Cod, gave indications that tempt?? ature 
was the inducing cause. The two species selected 
were Mya arenaria and Venus mercenaria; the for¬ 
mer extremely variable, the latter very constant, 
In Its characters. Specimens of these ‘specie* had 
been collected In great numbers, both recent and an- 


Soma recent discoveries in reference to Phyl¬ 
loxera. 

BY C. V. RILEY OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Every now fact in the Hfe-hlstoryof the insects of 
this genus lias an exceptional interest, because of it» 
bearing on the destructive grape-vine Phylloxera. 
The genus ts most largely represented in -this country 
by a number of gall-m&kihg species on our different 
hickories, and the full annual life-cycle of none of 
them bns hilberto been traced. The galls are pro¬ 
duced, for thd most part, in early spring; the winged 
females Issue therefrom In early summer; and thence¬ 
forth, for the remainder of the year, the where¬ 
abouts of the insect has been a mystery. The author 
ha* for several years endeavored to solve this mystery 
and at last the stem-mother (the founder of the gall), 
the winged agamic females (issue of the stem-moth¬ 
er), the t eggs (of two staes) from these winged'fe¬ 
males, the sexed individuals from these eggs, and the 
single impregnated egg from the true female, have 
been traced In several species. There is some evi¬ 
dence, though not yet absolutely conclusive, that this 
impregnated egg hatches exceptionally the same sea¬ 
son ; also, of a summer root-inhabiting life. In Phyl¬ 
loxera apinoaa, which forms a large roseate somewhat 
aplnose gall on Carya alba, and which has been most 
closely studied, the impregnated egg is laid in all 
sorts of crevices upon the twigs and bark and In the 
old galls, in which last Case they fall to the ground. 
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XJp to this time they have remained unhatched, and 
will In all probability not hatch till next spring, thus 
corresponding to the ‘winter egg* of the grape Phyl¬ 
loxera. 

Fsephenus Leo on tel; the external anatomy of 
the larva. 

BY I>. S. JCKUJCOTT OF BUFFALO, N.Y. 

The species referred to Is found in large numbers 
at the rapids above the fails of Niagara, and is 
scattered throughout the north-eastern part of North 
America. The author proposed to supplement the 
accounts given of it by earlier observers with a 
record of his own observations, which differed In 
some respects from those of Dr. LeConte. Sev¬ 
eral details of anatomical structure were brought to 
the attention of the members, and illustrated with 
wood-cuts prepared for the purpose and with speci¬ 
mens mounted in balsam for observation under the 
microscope. 

The FeyUidae of the United States. 

BY C. V. BILKY OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Thjc Fsylltdae, or fjca-llce, arc rather small ho mop- 
terous insects, that have remarkable jumping powers. 
Some of them injure cultivated plants. This is nota¬ 
bly true of the Psyiia pyri, which blights the buds of" 
pear-trees; and Phylioplectatripunetata, which crum¬ 
ples the tips of the blackberry. The family has re¬ 
ceived little attention in the United States, and 
scarcely any thing has been known of the life-history 
and development of the species. The paper enumer¬ 
ates 17 described species, four of these being syno- 
nymes, and one of them (Pay 11a pyri) introduced 
from Europe. They fall into four subfamilies, and 
represent four genera already characterized, and three 
new genera, — Brachylivia, Fachypsylla, and Phyllo- 
plecta. The new species characterized are Calopbya 
vitreipennis, from Arizona; C. nigripennis, on Rhus 
copal Una; G, fiavida, on Rhus glabra; Pachypsylla 
celtldU-cucttrblta, forming galls on Celtis texana; P. 
c.-pubescens, P. c.-asteriscus, P. c.-umbiltcus, and P, 
c.-vesicuhira~an forming galls on leaves of Celtis 
occidental!*: Blastophysa (nov. gen.) c.-gemma, form¬ 
ing galls on the twigs of the same tree; Ceropsylla 
(nov. gen.) xyderoxyli, a remarkable form developing 
In pits oh the leaves of Xyderoxylon masticodeudroh; 
Trloza sangulnosa, on Pimis australis; T. sonchi, on 
Sonchus arveasis; and Khinopsylla Schwarzil, from 
the cypress-swamps of Florida. The paper records*?, 
discoveries as to the entomography of the specie#, 
and especially those affecting Rhus and Celtis; the 
» latter forming a group peculiar to North America, and 
the most perfect gall-makers In the family. 

The most Interesting portion of Professor Riley's 
to those who are not entomologists, was that 
where he dwelt on the life-histories and habits of the 
insects ho^eserlbed. The eggs are attached to leaves 
by 4 pedicel, and are somewhat pointed at one end, 
ihd often terminate in a filament. The young are 
hrbad aad fcittened, with a fringed margin. They 
are generally pale, and more or less covered with a 


fioeculent secretion. Those on sumach are dark, and 
without such flocculence. Those making galls on 
hackberry have stout spines at the end of the body, 
by the ai^of which they are able to work out of their 
galls. 

Note on Phytoptidae. 

BY HEHBEBT OSBOHN OF AMES, 10. 

The Phytoptidae comprise a group of vermin in u to 
mites, species of which produce galls of various forms 
on the leaves or twigs of various trees. Recent in¬ 
vestigation in Europe has placed the group in a dif^ 
ferent light from that in which it previously was 
considered. Their study is rendered difficult by their 
extreme minuteness, aud the care necessary to dis¬ 
cover the different stages. One of the most common 
species produces the little wart-like swellings which 
occur so abundantly on soft maple leaves. A species 
on a#h leaves produces a swelling which is nearly 
uniform on the upper and under surfaces of the leaf; 
while another species on the same tree produces a 
leafy growth at the end of the twigs, the growth 
sometimes being inhabited also by cecidomyian 
larvae. On the elm occurs a large deformed leafy 
growth, which also contains Phytopti; while still 
another form of gall occurs on box elder, consisting 
of a depression on th« under surface of the leaf, this 
depression being filled with a woolly growth, and 
containing Phytopti. 

Notes on the potato-beetle and the Hessian 
fly for 1883. 

BY K. W. CLAY POLK OF NEW BLOOMFIELD, PKNN, 

The author found that only one brood of the po¬ 
tato-beetle appeared last year. This seemed an uu- 
usual fact, but no second brood had appeared on 
the potatoes under his observation. In the present 
year, no beetles appeared during the early stage of 
the growth of the plant. This fact had been also 
noticed In New York and New Jersey. He attrib¬ 
uted the cessation in the early part of this year to 
the same unknown cause which had chocked the late 
brood of lifflt year, and asked the opinions of members 
in determining the cause. Professor Riley thought 
the disappearance of the beetle could be attributed to 
the drought. But Professor Claypole said that in 
1881, which was an unusually hot and dry season, 
the beetles were more numerous than he had ever 
seen them, and gave him more trouble than ever 
before or since. 

In regard to the Hessian fly, Professor Claypole 
was of opinion that the insect injured the later 
wheat much more than the early crop, because the 
crop# that gain full strength are best able to resist 
the attack. Wheat sown before Sept. 10 escaped the 
ravages of the fly. The winter wheat being chiefly 
attacked, the observations on the insect had been 
directed especially to that crop. Contrary to the 
opinion of many farmers, Professor Claypole believes 
there are two broods, one in the autumn, and one 
hi the spring. The insect, it is thought, often 
killed the stalk in the fall, and then probably died 
with It, 
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Professor Riley thought that this class of observa¬ 
tions could apply only to certain localities, and that In 
the southern states the conditions might be entirely 
changed. Professor Forbes thought there were three 
distinct broods per year in Illinois. As lafe as July 
he had found eggs of a brood already abroad. 

The structure of the skull in Diclonius mira- 
bilis, a Laramie dinosaurian. 

BY E. D. COPE OF VHILADfCLFHlA, PENN. 

A blackboard sketch of this dinosaur, as recon¬ 
structed by Professor Cope, attracted much attention. 
The animal existed in the masozoic age, and Is esti¬ 
mated to have been 88 feet long. The skull, which 
is about four feet in length, is in profile a good deal 
like that of a goose, but, seen from above, is some¬ 
what like that of a spoonbill. Skulls of this type of 
reptiles are rarely found, and this one throws much 
light on the question of the classification of the order, 
Tbe arrangement of the teeth is very peculiar; and 
the number is very great, amounting to nearly 2,000, 
The general form of the animal is that of a gigantic 
kangaroo. The food evidently consisted of very soft 
aquatic vegetation. 

The trituberculate type of auperior molar, and 
the origin of the quadrituberoulate. 

BY K. D, COPE OF PHILADELPHIA, PENN. 

In the lower eocene, Professor Cope finds all the 
mammalian molar-teeth to be trituberculate. He 
has now a complete series of molar-teeth from differ¬ 
ent mammals In successive horizons, showing all tho 
steps of transition from trituberculate molars of 
somewhat triangular form and very simple structure, 
up to the regular quadrituberoulate tooth, which is 
defined as of nearly square section and having four 
tubercles. Man has quadrituberoulate molars ; all 
the monkeys are similarly equipped. Some of the 
lemurs have trituberculate teeth. Among lower 
types, such as marsupials and hedgehogs, about half 
have the tri- and half the quadrl-tuberculato develop¬ 
ment. The insect!vora are similarly divided, about 
half having the old eocene molars and half *the 
modern form. The various steps of development 
were illustrated by blackboard-drawings. 

Two primitive type® of Ungulate. 

BY K. I). COPE OP PHILADELPHIA, PENN. 

The author announced the discovery of a new 
mammalian fauna of the eocene, having the follow¬ 
ing characteristics; 1°. All the fingers and toes are 
retained; they are plantigrade, each limb having five 
digital extremities. 2°. The limbs are shorter than 
usual. 8°. They invariably have a flat astragalus. 
To the second specification there is one exception, a 
swimming animal whose hind-limbs were long. One 
of the discoveries is of a hoof-type animal with 
carnivorous jaws. It existed in the eocene, and 
appears to have been of short duration; 

In the discussion on this paper, Dr, Dawson stated 
that some of the plants he had traced in the eocene 
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were well adapted, by the circumstances under which 
they grew, for supplying food to the creatures de¬ 
scribed. Professor Cope received this announce¬ 
ment with expressions of pleasure. Thus tho new 
mammal of the old eocene not only bridged the 
interval between ungulates and carnivores, but also 
the wider gulf between Dr, Dawson and Professor 
Cope. 

Pharyngeal respiration in the soft-shelled tur¬ 
tle, Aspldoneotes spin if er. 

BY 8. H. GAGE OF ITHACA, N.Y. 

During the last twenty-five years, respiration in 
tho Chelonia has been investigated with considerable 
thoroughness, both in this country and in Europe; 
and at present the chelonian form of respiration is 
considered to be comparable with that of the mam¬ 
mal, rather than with that of the frog as formerly sup¬ 
posed. While, however, the mechanism of respira¬ 
tion has been very fully investigated, there has been, 
so far as the author is aware, but one investigator 
who has considered the organs of respiration in the 
different groups of turtles. The author showed rea¬ 
sons for believlug that a true aquatic resjdration, and 
a true aerial respiration, co-existed In the soft-shelled 
turtle. It is hoped, that, during the coming year, 
Investigations may be completed which shall deter¬ 
mine tbe exact proportion of the pharyngeal respira¬ 
tion, and the structure of this unusual respiratory 
organ. 

The application of nitrous oxide and air 
to produce anaesthesia; with clinics on 
animals In an experimental alr-dhamber. 

BY E. P, HOWLAND OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

The paper opened with the conclusion of the 
author that a mixture of nitrous oxide and oxygen, 
administered in a closed air-chamber, would event¬ 
ually take the place of ether and chloroform as an 
anaesthetic for all surgical operations. As ordinarily 
administered, nitrous oxide cannot be used for pro¬ 
longed operations, because the biood does not separate 
oxygen from the gas. Nitrous oxide is expelled from 
the lungs without change: if It is supplied to them 
without air or oxygen, death ensues from asphyxia. 
The author claimed to have administered nitrous 
oxide for dental and surgical operations in over 80,000 
cases. He has found that where unmixed nitrous 
oxide is used, in the average of oases insensibility is 
$ produced in fifty seconds, and recovery from uncon¬ 
sciousness takes place in two minutes. With animals 
experimented upon, in the average of eases, death 
ensued within two and a half minutes, where air or 
oxygen was excluded. 

If, at the ordinary pressure of the atmosphere, 
enough air is mixed with nitrous oxide to support 
respiration, the mixture falls in producing anaesthe¬ 
sia. But the increase of pressure which can be 
effected by administration in an air-tight chamber 
changes the result materially. In such a chamber, 
with suitable air-pressure, equal parts of air and 
nitrous oxide breathed from a gas-bag, or a mixture 
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of 86 parts oxide and 16 parts oxygen* can be breathed 
for an Indefinite time without danger or injury, pro¬ 
ducing perfect anaesthesia while thoroughly oxygen¬ 
ating the blood. The effect of the pressure of air in 
the chamber Is simply to concentrate the mixture In 
the gas-bag into smaller space; and, when thus con¬ 
centrated, the oxide does the work of producing Insen¬ 
sibility, while the air or oxygen of the mixture keeps 
up the vital processes. 

The author gave an historical account of the dis¬ 
covery of this method of administration by Paul 
Bert in 1878, and Us subsequent applications. Hav¬ 
ing used It for many capital operations, Dr. Howland 
recommends the system unhesitatingly. Some points 
of its excellence, in addition to those already men¬ 
tioned, were stated as follows: By augmenting or 
diminishing the pressure, the degree of anaesthesia 
may be regulated at will, and with mathematical 
precision. Therefore there is no danger of any of 
the accidents incurred through the use of ether or 
chloroform. When inhalation oi nitrous oxide and 
oxygen is stopped, the patient recovers consciousness 
in a few seconds, and feels no subsequent discomfort. 
The action of compressed air on the surgeon and his 
assistants is not injurious. 

After the reading of the paper, the operation of the 
system was exhibited- The air-chamber in this case 
was a tight box with glass sides; and the patient was 
a chicken. Perfect anaesthesia was produced and 
proved; and then, after the chicken was restored to 
consciousness, It was again placed in the chamber, 


and killed by the administration of unmlxed nitrous 
oxide. 

Consoious automatism. 

BY O. F. 1TAJUT OF WYOMING, O. 

The author confined his inquiry to the manifesta¬ 
tion of conscious automatism in man. The question 
was whether the centres in the cortex of the brain 
were essential to the production of automatic func¬ 
tions of this character. Claiming that the destruc¬ 
tion of these cortical centres induces complete and 
permanent motor paralysis, the author drew the con¬ 
clusion that conscious automatism depends upon the 
integrity of that portiou of the brain In which arise 
consciousness and volition. 

Prof. E. D, Cope, discussing the paper, hinted 
that the author had raised the question upon mis¬ 
taken grounds; that conscious automatism, of neces¬ 
sity, originated in the cortical portion of the brain, 
but by the influences of use and heredity became so 
far habitual that it is independent of volitional im¬ 
pulses. The question is evidently not one of auto¬ 
matical origination, but of functional independence. 

List of other papers. 

The following additional papers were read in this 
section, some of them by title only: A fact bearing 
upon the evolution of the genus Cyprlpedium, by Iff. 
jS\ Bant in; Leaves of the Grand neae with closed 
sheaths, by W. J. Beal; Observations on Cephalo¬ 
poda, by Alpheus Hyatt; Position of the Composltae 
in the natural system, by Joseph F. James. 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION8. 

National museum, 

Priestley*8 apparatus. — Priestley’s chemical and 
physical apparatus, now in the possession of his 
descendants in Northumberland, Penn., has been 
presented by the latter to the National museum, and 
will be placed In the collection Illustrating the his¬ 
tory of science. 

STATE INSTITUTIONS. 

Iowa weather service, Iowa olty. 

Weather bulletin for July. —.The weather of July, 
1888, was very favorable to the crops, being fair, 
nearly normal tn temperature, with an excess of rain¬ 
fall, and southerly winds prevailing. 

The mean temperature of the air was hut a little 
over one degree below normal; last year July was 
nearly five degrees below normal. The number of 
hot days has been high, especially during the first and 
last decade, while the middle decade was cool* 

Insolation has been high, because, even during the 
stormy period, cloudy days were rare, and during 
the month clear days were numerous. The sun 
tiiennomflerexceeded 140° on twenty-one days; its 
MgMef reading was 181°, on the fifld. 

Tine total rainfall was below normal in southern- 


central Iowa, from Union to Jasper counties: in the 
balance of the state it was considerably above 
normal, averaging about six inches in the north-west 
and in the south-east, and nine luches in the north¬ 
east. The highest rainfall, of fourteen inches, for 
the month, was measured at Decorah. The number 
of rainy days averaged ten for the east and north¬ 
west, and about six for the balance of the state. 

As usual during July, very heavy rains have oc¬ 
curred, but only in the north. The highest rainfall 
measured on one day was nearly six inches, at Home- 
dale, south of Sibley, in Osceola county, on the 23d; 
next to this stands Algona, Kossuth county, with 
over five Inches oil the same date. But the most 
notable rain period of the month occurred in north¬ 
eastern Iowii from the 20th to the 23d inclusive, 
giving very nearly ten inches of rain in Howard and 
Wlnneaheik counties. 

No tornadoes have occurred, hut several squalls 
have visited parts of Iowa; yet the most destruc¬ 
tive of these storms have but touched Iowa. The 
squall of the 4th started about 6 p.m. in central 
Iowa, and reached south-eastern Iowa about 9 p.m. : 
It wa4 not very severe. The squall of the 12th 
started about 0 p.m. In Black Hawk county, reached 
the Mississippi in Scott and Clinton counties about, 
9 p.m., doing much damage by wind and hail,: it 
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continued to spread over central Illinois till about 
11 jp.m. About noon on tlic 18th another very severe 
squall started from south-western Iowa, where con¬ 
siderable damage was done in Fremont and Page 
counties: the storm increased in fury while spreading 
over north-western Missouri till about 3 p.m. Another 
storm of less severity visited north-eastern Missouri 
and southern Illinois on the evening of the same 
day. A severe equal 1 with hail reached, on the after¬ 
noon of the 18th, into north-western Iowa, coming 
from Dakota. A southerly squall reached Polk and 
Jasper counties early on the 16th. 

On the whole, the weather during July has been 
very fine: bright skies, aglow with ripening sunshine, 
alternated with enriching rains, — summed up in 
splendid crops of small grain and hay, and excellent 
pastures, and giving promise of a good crop of corn, 
for the fall season promises well also. 

State university of Kansas, Lawrence. 

Weather report for July. —In four of the past fif¬ 
teen years, the July mean temperature has been 
lower than in this year; but the July rainfall has 
been but once exceeded during that jwsriod (In 1871). 

Mean temperature, 76.18°, which is 2.17° below the 
July average. The highest temperature was 1)6.5°, 
on the 23d; the lowest was 56°, on the 9th: giving a 
monthly range of 40.5°. The mercury reached or 
exceeded 90° on seventeen days. Mean temperature 
at 7 A.M., 71.27°; at 2 p.m., 85.71°; at 9 p.m., 73.90°. 

Rainfall, 7.23 inches, which is 2,94 inches above the 
July average. Hain fell in measurable quantities on 
nine days. There were five thunder-showers. The 
rain of the 30th yielded 3.10 inches. The entire rain¬ 
fall of the seven months of 1883, now completed, has 
been 29.03 inches, which is 7.99 inches above the 
average for the corresponding period of the preceding 
fifteen years, and is 1,43 inches above the total rain¬ 
fall of the year 1882, 

Mean cloudiness, 89.46% of the sky, the month 
being 1.89% cloudier than the average. Number of 
clear days (less than one-third cloudy), 38; half-clear 
(from one to two thirds cloudy), 7; cloudy (more 
than two-thirds), 6. There were three entirely clear 
days, and three entirely cloudy. Moan cloudiness at 
7 a.m., 38.39%; at 2 p.m,, 45.48%; at 9 p.m., 34.52%. 

Wind: S.W., 39 times; N.K., 15 times; N.W., 12 
times; N., 9 times; 8., 7 times; W., 6 times; S.E., 
6 times; E., once. The entire distance travelled by 
the wind was 10,901 miles, which is 2,229 miles above 
the J uly average. This gives a mean dally velocity 
of 351.04 miles, and a mean hourly velocity of 14,65 
miles. The highest velocity was 40 miles an hour, 
from 1.30 to 2 a.m. on the 12th, 

Mean height of barometer, 29.086 Inches; at 7 A.M., 
29.111 inches; at 2 p.m m 29.071 inches; at 9 p.m., 
29.078 inches; maximum, 29,881 inches, on the 18th; 
minimum, 28*679 inches, on the 11th; monthly range, 
0.702 inch. 

Relative humidity: mean for the month, 71.4; at 7 
a.m., 80.3; at 2 p.m., 54*7; at 9 i\M,, 70.1; greatest, 
97, on the 81st; least, 20, on the 2d. There was no 
tog. 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

Circumstances were not favorable to the produc¬ 
tion of remarkable essays at the recent meeting of 
Jho American association. The attendance was not 
large. The officers of the meeting, and especially 
those who had to make addresses, could scarcely be 
expected to produce elaborate papers in addition to 
their other labors. As the number of addresses per 
meeting has increased, we may observe more readily 
some of the effects of the system that demands them. 
The most evident result is, that usually, where we gain 
one good address, we lose two or three good papers. 

The distance of the meeting from their homes 
affected especially members of sections A, B, C, and 
I), devoted to the exact sciences. Perhaps it affected 
the quality as well as the number of their papers. 
There were not many from the east to present essays, 
though quite as many as could have reasonably been 
expected; but there were scarcely any from the local¬ 
ity of the meeting and its neighborhood, Local in¬ 
terest, both as to authors and hearers, was of course 
deficient. In short, there was nothing remarkable 
in those sections to spur production, and the product 
was not remarkable. It was good, but not great. 

Home of the paper# seem to have lost their way 
among the sections; a paper that was chiefly botan¬ 
ical having gone before the chemists, and the paleon¬ 
tological papers being divided between biology and 
geology. In some cases the affinities of authors 
rather than of subjects may have been consulted, 
though probably the discrepancy was mostly created 
in efforts tw equalize the amount of work in the dif¬ 
ferent sections. 

During the progress of the meeting, it being found 
that botanists were present in unusual numbers, .a 
botanical club was formed. The immediate object 
was the organization of botanical excursions. An 
ultimate object is to arrange for preparing a petition 
to memorialize congress respecting differences be¬ 
tween the rulings of the post-office department as 
to the sending of plants by mail at homo and abroad. 
The organization of the club was somewhat informal. 
Prof. W. J. Be41 of Lansing, Mich., was appointed 
president, and John M. Oonlter of CrawfonlsvUlc, 
lud., secretary. The roll was signed by twenty-five 
botanists who were present at the first session of the 
club, and their number was increased before the 
meeting of the association adjourned. 

We have before alluded to the singular want of 
executive ability, or of co-ordination In achieving re¬ 
sults, which maned the Work ef the local committee. 
That continued throughout the meeting, with many 
embarrassing results. We again refer to it, not to 
find fault anew, but to mention that the committee¬ 
men themselves acknowledged their blunders most 
heartily in their farewell speeches* and that their 
kind intentions were manifest throughout. 

—Students of meteorology will be interested in a 
paper lately read by M. f aye before the French acad¬ 
emy of sciences on the whirlwinds of sand observed toy 
Col Prejeva|sky in central Asia. Jit, Faye believes 
that such sand-storms, like those of Mexico, India, 
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and the Sahara* have the same origin and mechanical 
action as the tornadoes of the United States and all 
water-spouts, They are vertical spiral movements, 
moving horizontally and nearly in a straight Hue, 

— The operations of France in the region of Annam 
have naturally excited great Interest in the geography 
and ethnography, statistics and commerce, of Annam, 
A crowd of publications of all sorts are constantly 
appearing. References of the briefest sort to some 
of the more notable may be of interest to those who 
ignore the political side of the question- J. Gaultier 
publishes for Mallard-Cressiu a chart of the region 
on the scale of l: 850,000. This is stated to be on the 
largest scale of any of the maps of this region, and as 
perfect as the state of knowledge will admit. An¬ 
other map by Henri Hager, though smaller, is very 
carefully executed, and includes a plan of the fortress 
of Hanoi. The oriental studies of the author have 
onablcd him to unify and correct the nomenclature 
In a satisfactory manner. Romanet du Catllaud has 
published a long memoir on the protectorate of France 
over Annam, and the relations between the latter state 
and China, in the quarterly bulletin of the Socldt£ de 
gdographK 

— The enterprise of Johns Hopkins university is 
shown by the publication of one of its circulars In mid¬ 
summer, filled with scientific notes in mathematics, 
physics, biology, and philology. They are all abstracts 
of papers read before the different active associations 
in the university, and in most cases will probably be 
published in full elsewhere. The circular also re¬ 
prints, from the Royal society’s proceedings, the ab¬ 
stract of Or. Martin's Croonian lecture; ami, from the 
London Times, an account of the eclipse observations 
of May fl, to which Or. Hastings appends a brief note, 
pointing out one mistake made by the writer. A list 
of mathematical models belonging to the university, 
and, of works In the Assyrian and other oriental lan¬ 
guages found in the Peabody institute, are also given. 

— The following appointments to fellowships in 
science in Johns Hopkins university ate published: 
In mathematics, G. Biasing and E. VV. Davis of Bal¬ 
timore, and A. L. Daniels of KendallvlUe, Ind.; in 
physics, Gustav A, Liebig, jun., of Baltimore, and 
Charles A. Perkins of Ware, Mass,; In chemistry, D 
T. Day of Baltimore, J, Ii. Duggan of Macon, Ga„ 
and B, ft. Kelser of Allentown, Penn.; in biology, 
W, H. Howell and L. T. Stevens of Baltimore. 

— Muller’s record of the literature of pollination 
and dissemination for 1880-81 has recently appeared 
in Justus Jafiresbirichty containing abstracts of one 
hundred and forty-nine papers, with many useful 
items, both critical and supplementary, by the able 
reviewer. Though these records are very useful 
when they reach us, their value would be much 
Increased If U wore possible to present tjiem to the 
public more promptly after their preparation. As 
it is, they are usually two or three years in appearing. 

— future states that the Dutch government have 
decided not to grant tUe sum of thirty thousand 
guilders, which Baron Nordenskiold claims as the 
discoverer of the north-east passage. The decision Is 
founded on the motive which led the States-general, 


in 1590, to offer this award; viz,, to find a passage 
of commercial value to the nation. Baron Norden- 
skidld having, however, discovered what may be 
termed a purely nclenttfte one, the award, it is argued,' 
has not been earned. As several reasons have been 
advanced for this claim made by the gallant Swedish 
explorer, we do not think we err, says Nature^ wbon 
we assert that It was his intention to have expended 
the sum In the interest of science; viz., on an ex¬ 
pedition to the arctic regions. 

— George Mantoux has just edited a volume con¬ 
taining the letters and journals of La Pdrouse, on 
his celebrated amt unfortunate voyage around the 
world; preceded by a memoir of that officer, who was 
last heard from at Botany Bay, and, with Ids entire 
party, was wrecked on one of the South Sea Islands, 
where the Survivors were murdered by the natives. 
It forms one of the lliblioiKeque d'aventures et de 
voyaye* issued by Dreyfoua of Paris. 

— A Yokohama paper states that Mr. John Milne, 
whose researches on earthquakes, as explained by 
him to the British association at Southampton, have 
excited great interest in scientific circles, and who 
has since returned to his duties in Japan, has applied 
to the Japanese authorities to establish an observa¬ 
tory, in order that he may ho able to thoroughly 
Investigate underground phenomena. He has sent 
the authorities a long treatise upon the earthquakes 
of Japan. 

— The London daily new ft says that the Darwin 
memorial fund has risen to £3,500. Among the most 
Interesting of the sums that the treasurer has re¬ 
ceived is a cheque for £94.4, collected in Finland. 

— The next mini her of the Journal of the Cincin¬ 
nati society of natural history will contain an illus¬ 
trated paper by Professor Mlcklebormigh, upon a 
specimen found by Mr. D. A. McCord of Oxford, O., 
which hag been creating much interest among the 
paleontologists of Cincinnati and vicinity. It is a 
small slab of limestone showing on one side the shell 
of an Asaph us, and on the other the legs of the animal. 
Fortunately, the rock was split, in such a way as to 
show both the legs and their cast. The characters 6f 
the ambulatory appendages of the trllobite are finely 
shown, and confirm in a remarkable manner the dis¬ 
coveries of Mr. Walcott, who several years Binco 
established beyond a doubt 1 the existence of legs in 
specimens of Calymene. 

— The bodies of Professor Palmer, and his com¬ 
panions Capt. GUI and Lieut. Carrington, assassi¬ 
nated by the Bedouin, have been discovered by Capt, 
Warren* and transported to England, where it is 
anticipated they will find a resting-place in St. PauPs 
cathedral. 

— Mr. Charles Deptfrals read a paper before I'TiihU- 
ttite royal d y encouragement de Naylen^ April r>, in 
which he- advocatod the embalming of bodies by 
boiling them In a solution of chloride of calcium, 
and then in a solution of sulphate of soda. 

—The government of Ontario has published for 
the Entomological society of that province a general 
index to the thirteen annual reports upon injurious 
insects which the society has made to the commis- 
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sioner of agriculture. The index is prepared by Wil¬ 
liam Baynea-Reed, and consists of a serial and a 
classified list of illustrations, and a general index to 
the text. It appears to be prepared and printed care¬ 
fully. 

— The death of the famous MPtesa, King of Uganda 
and baiter of missionaries, is announced. 

— The following papers were prepared during the 
past year by members of the Lawrence scientific 
school, Harvard university, under the supervision 
of Hr. IC. L. Mark in the embryological laboratory 
at the Museum of comparative zodiogy:—• 

On the development of Ocean thus, and its parasite 
Teleas, by Howard Ayers of Fort Smith, Ark.; on 
the development of the posterior fissure of the spinal 
cord, and the reduction of the central canal, in the 
pig, by William Barnes of Decatur, Ill.; notes on 
the development of Fhryganidae, by William Patten 
of Watertown, Mass.; the relation of the external 
meatus, tympanum, and eustachian tube, to the first 
visceral cleft, by Albert H. Tuttle of Dorchester, 
Mass. 

The papers by Mr. Ayers and Mr. Patten have 
been awarded respectively the first and one of the 
second Walker prizes by the Boston society of natural 
history, as already stated in these columns. All are 
to be published in the course of a few weeks. 

— The eighth annual report of the Buffalo micro¬ 
scopical club shows a membership of forty-six, — a 
gain of fifteen during the year. The average attend¬ 
ance at the monthly meetings is stated to have been 
about twenty-five,-“Certainly a very large percent¬ 
age. 

— Prof. D. P. Penhallow, having resigned his con¬ 
nection with tlie experiment department of Houghton 
farm as botanist and chemist, has accepted the lec¬ 
tureship of botany at McGill university. 

— Messrs. Allen, Coues, and Brewster sign a call 
for a convention of American ornithologists, to be 
held in New-York City, beginning on Sept. 26, 1883, 
for the purpose of founding an American ornitholo¬ 
gists* union, upon a basis similar to that of the * Brit¬ 
ish ornithologists* union.* Tb£ object of the union 
will be the promotion of social and scientific inter¬ 
course between American ornithologists, and their 
co-operation in whatever may tend to the advance¬ 
ment of ornithology in North America. A special 
object, which it is expected will at once engage the 
attention of the union, will be the revision of the 
current lists of North-American birds, to the end of 
adopting a uniform system of classification and no¬ 
menclature, based on the views of a majority of the 
union, and carrying the authority of the union. 

It is proposed to hold meetings at least annually, 
at such times and places as may be hereafter deter¬ 
mined, for the reading of papers, and the discussion 
of such matters as may be brought before the union. 
Those who attend the first meeting will be considered 
ipno facto founders. Active and corresponding mem¬ 
bers may be elected in due course after organization 
of the union, under such rules as may be established 
for increase of membership. Details of organization 
will be considered at the first meeting. 


— ‘The books of science * is the title of a work 
announced by Leypoidt as in preparation by William 
C. Lane of Harvard college library. It is to be an 
annotated catalogue of the most trustworthy works 
for the study chiefly of the physical and mathemati¬ 
cal sciences, > From what we know of the compiler 
and of the manuscript, a portion of which we have 
examined, we may confidently predict a very useful 
work. 

— In his address before the American forestry con¬ 
gress last year at Cincinnati, recently printed in the 
American journal of foreetry, Prof. F,' L. Harvey 
gives a catalogue of the forest-trees of Arkansas, of 
which he enumerates a hundred and twouty-nlne 
indigenous species. According to his summary, Ar¬ 
kansas is remarkable for Its extensive bolts of pine, 
for the area of hard-wood growth, and for the number 
of species usually classed as shrubs, which here attain 
the dimensions of trees. More than half the species 
belong to the six orders Magnoliaoeae, Hosaceae, 
Urticaceae, Oleaceae, Juglandaceae, and Cupuliferae. 
Professor Harvey believes that physical conditions, 
rather than geological horizon, affect the specific 
character of the vegetation in Arkansas, where the 
north-western part of the state is upland and paleo¬ 
zoic, and the remainder lowland and of more recent 
date. 
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THE U. S. SIGNAL-SERVICE. 

I. 

Tiie annual report of the chief signal-officer 
for 1881, recently issued, is a volume which 
ought to he of great interest to all concerned 
in the progress of meteorological science in 
this country ; and it would he, were it not for 
certain characteristics too apt to he found in 
government publications. Of these, the most 
notable at first sight is its ponderous hulk. 
After one has received the polite notice, 4 a 
package too large for the carrier,* etc., and 
has achieved its safe delivery in one wa}' or 
another, lie is likely' to wonder what end it may 
he best made to serve. If he be interested in 
meteorology, he will find it well worth his while 
to give at least one volume of the series a 
careful examination, in order that he may 
know what not to read in the next. 

In its thirteen hundred broad pages, together 
with its maps, charts, etc., he will find much 
that is valuable; much that, to him, is per¬ 
fectly useless; and, if his tastes be not too 
circumscribed, much that is amusing. A gov¬ 
ernment report is not a likely place in which to 
seek entertainment; but, considered as a sci¬ 
entific publication, the report will furnish its 
share. In this respect it is, doubtless, clear 
ahead of oil other scientific documents issued 
by the government. 

As a scientific document it must be con¬ 
sidered ; for, since the organization of the 
weather bureau of the signal-service, by far 
the larger part of the operations of that service 
have had to do with meteorology; in fact, the 
work in the way of practical meteorology con¬ 
stitutes the only raison d’Mre of the sendee as 
at present organized and equipped. 

A fair examination of this work can only be 
made by a comparison of this report with t^oso 
of the several preceding years: indeed, justice 
could not be done the present administration 
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without such a comparison, as it indicates 
changes of considerable moment, wdiich seem 
likely to greatty increase the efficiency and 
value of the service. 

The first part of the volume consists of the 
report proper of the chief signal-officer. This 
seems, in each case, to be made up almost 
entirely hy copying from the report of the 
previous }’ear. It must have been written, of 
course, at some time, and by somebody; but 
when and by whom will soon be lost to the 
history of meteorological science. A few ad¬ 
ditions are made, fewer subtractions, and now 
and then a linguistic blunder has been eradi¬ 
cated, after it lias done faithful service for 
several years. The impression is ever} T where 
conveyed, that the preparation of this, which 
one might expect to find the freshest and most 
readable portion of the volume, is annually 
committed to the skill of a copying-clerk. It 
is not to be denied, that certain statements in 
regard to the service will bear, and deserve, 
repetition ; and, indeed, the chief signal-officer 
himself inserted a sort of an apology for this 
repetition a few years ago, which has been 
faithfully reprinted along with the rest ever 
since. But whole pages are repeated year 
after year, when it would appear that they had 
served their purpose in a single publication; 
and this seems all the more uncalled-for in the 
case of much which might better have never 
been published at all. 

We are annually informed, that u meagre re¬ 
ports only have been received of the instruction 
for the field duties of the signal-service else¬ 
where than at Fort Myer;** and we wonder 
why whoever is responsible for this neglect 
is not urged to remedy it, through some other 
avenue than the annual report. The need of 
a fire-engine at the post was a standing item 
for several years; but, as it does not appear 
in the last report, it may be assumed that the 
want has been supplied, possibly through the 
generosit} 7 of some distressed reader. 
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The space occupied by tlic fire-engine is now 
filled, however, by the extraordinary and inter¬ 
esting announcement, that “the post-garden 
is in good condition, and has, for some time, 
been a source of supply to the company mess/' 
The importance of this statement entirely over¬ 
shadows that of many others which might be 
quoted, — such as that the enlisted men have 
succeeded in managing the coal-oil lamps 
which have been supplied them, that the budd¬ 
ings of the post will require painting the com¬ 
ing season, etc. 

In some instances the annual reprint has 
not received that attention which might be 
expected even from clerical supervision. One 
of the statements which has regularly made 
its appearance for several years is this: “It 
is needless, with such facts in view, and 
after-years of continuous service, to re¬ 

iterate the advantages secured to the signal 
service by its militar 3 r organization.” In spite 
of this declaration, the reiteration has been 
religiously kept up; and it was evidently in¬ 
tended that the above blank should be properly 
filled as the 3 r ears rolled by. In the report 
for 1879, it is filled with the word * nineteen,' 
and this is exactly copied in that for 1880. In 
the report for 1881, the word i twenty' is sub¬ 
stituted ; so that, unless an effort is made to 
‘ catch up' in the next report, the corps will 
be deprived of one ‘year of continuous ser¬ 
vice,' and the argument will be proportion¬ 
ately weakened. 

Illustrations of useless and careless reprint¬ 
ing might be continued to almost any extent; 
but it will be of greater interest to pass to Ap¬ 
pendix I., which contains the courses of in¬ 
struction furnished at Fort Myer for the 
training of officers and men belonging to the 
service. 

If this is to be considered as a school for 
the education of meteorological observers, its 
curriculum is certainly marvellous. Although 
certain portions of the course of study are 
given in the report in great detail, — even to 
the paragraph and page at which each lesson 
begins and ends, other portions are’ not so 
well defined; and some assumptions must be 


made as to the time occupied in certain parts 
of the work. It is thought that no injustice 
is done in the following estimate of the distri¬ 
bution of study and practice: — 

Officers who are assigned to the school for 
instruction in the duties of the service remain 
there about one 3 *ear. The instruction is 
theoretical and practical. In the theoretical 
course, about 37 per cent of the whole time is 
spent in the study of meteorology and meteor¬ 
ological observations. In the practical course, 

8 per cent is a high estimate for the time de¬ 
voted to that subject. Indeed, out of the* 
year's work, it is proscribed that eight days 
shall be spent in the meteorological observa- 
tory ; in which time the officer is expected to 
learn “ the use of all instruments used at ob¬ 
servation offices of the signal-service, care of 
and repair of same, and making out of* me¬ 
teorological forms." The remainder of the 
year is devoted to the stud 3 r and practice of 
military signalling, wand - practice, military 
surveying, electric telegraph, international sig¬ 
nals, etc. It is fair to add, however, that for 
officers who are assigned to the headquarters 
of the chief signal-officer, and are candidates 
for service in the * indication-room,' a very 
liberal course of advanced study and reading 
in meteorology is prescribed to be carried on 
at the office of the weather-bureau accom¬ 
panied by practioe in the preparation of charts 
and in 4 forecasting.' 

The enlisted men, however, upon whom falls 
the burden of collecting the great mass of me¬ 
teorological material, which is dally digested 
in the central office, do not fare so well. The 
period of their stay at Fort Myer is limited 
to about six months, during the first two of 
which they cannot be placed under olase in¬ 
struction, but are required to recite in cavalry 
tactics, to attend wand and telegraph practioe, 
to stand guard, and attend to other military 
duties. When, at last, they are permitted to 
begin the study of meteorology, the percent¬ 
age of their time given to it is not noticeably 
greater than that of the officers. During their 
six months at the fort, ten days are spent in the 
meteorological observatory; and in that time r 
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they are expected to learn, and probably do 
learn, all that the officers acquire hi the eight 
days which is allowed them for practice in me¬ 
teorology, When it is remembered that the 
sole occupation of the great majority of these 
men, dating the entire period of their enlist¬ 
ment after leaving Fort Myer, is to make and 
record meteorological observations, it seems 
little short of folly to subject them to such a 
course of training in preparation. That only 
ten days, out of the one hundred and eighty 
spent in the school, should be occupied in 
practical training in observation, and the use 
of instruments, is certainly an inversion of the 
true order of things. It is difficult to see 
the value, to such men, of the long training 
in ‘cavalry tactics,' the ‘manual of the car¬ 
bine,* the ‘ manual of the kit,*—whatever that 
may be, — and many other things found in the 
course. It is true, that, to observers stationed 
on the scaooast, a knowledge of naval signals 
is necessary ; ami, to all, a degree of familiarity 
with the practical working of the electric tele¬ 
graph would be desirable: but the business of 
the great majority of the observers is purely 
scientific, and, it is to l>e hoped, peaceful in 
its character. It is clear that the skill and 
knowledge necessary to the successful per¬ 
formance of these duties must be largely ac¬ 
quired after active sendee has begun. 

The chief signal-officer very properly re¬ 
marks, that the criticism to which the service has 
been subjected is evidence of its success. No 
well-informed person can fail to feel great pride 
in the results achieved by the signal-service 
since the organization of the weather-bureau. 
The general increase in the accuracy of its 
forecasts, the efforts made to commuuicate im¬ 
portant meteorological information to locali¬ 
ties likely to be seriously affected by probable 
changes in the weather, and its yaluable 
services in the display of cautionary and dan¬ 
ger signals, have given it a hold upon ihe con¬ 
fidence of the people not easily weakened. 

The percentages of verification of predictions 
since the organisation of the weather-service, 
as given In the various reports, are afe fol¬ 
lows? ' 1 


Year. 

Per cent of 

Ye*r. 

Per cent of 

verification. 

verification. 

1871 . . 

. . . m 

1877 . . 

... 80 

1872 . . 

, . . 77 

1878 . . 

... 84 

1878 . , 

. . . 77 

1879 . . 

... 86 

1874 . . 

. . . 84 

1880 . . 

. . . 88 

187# . . 

. . . 87 

1881, . . 

... 85 

1870 . . 

* . . - 




In the display of cautionary and danger signals, 
the success has been about equally great. In 
forecasting, in which the character of the 
weather only is considered, the percentage of 
verification is generally as high as ninety. 

While these figures do not indicate any 
marked progress during the past five yearn, it 
must be remembered that a point has been 
reached from which farther advance must 
necessarily be difficult and slow. 


‘ REX MAGNUS/ 


At the suggestion of the editors of Scthncr, 
I have carefull}' examined the * viandine * 
brand of the new preservative 4 Rex maguus,’ 
and hud it contains boraoie acid, sodium, 
potassium, and water as ingredients; and I 
believe its composition can be roughly form¬ 
ulated as follows: — 


Boraclc acid | 
Borax ) 
Potaaslc chloride 
Water . . . 


67 per cent. 

15 “ 

18 “ 


The mixture also contains very small 
amounts of sulphur and magnesium. Both, 
however, are probably accidental impurities. 

To determine the preservative properties of 
the viandine brand, a number of experiments 
were undertaken, the general result of which 
can best be shown by copying some of the 
notes taken during the course of the experi¬ 
ments, and supplementing them with a for¬ 
mulated table. 

July 5, I dissolved one-half pound of vian¬ 
dine in one gallon of water contained in a 
stone jar, and placed one pound of beef-steak, 
one pound of veal-steak, and one pound of 
fresh mackerel in the solution. 

July 6, the beef, veal, and fish, which had 
remained in the solution twenty-six hours, 
were removed, and, after allowing them to 
drain for two or three minutes, were placed 
on plates In the laboratory, 

July 7, I boiled the solution which had been 
used with the moats and fish, and removed the 
scum that rose to the surface. When cold, I 
added about two ounces of viandine, and poured 
the solution into a stone jar containing one 
pound of mutton-chops and one pound of liver. 
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Tabular statement of experiments with ‘Ilex mo gnus. y 



July. 

Temper- 

uture. 

Beefsteak, 

Veal. 



Mackerel. 

Liver. 

Mutton-chops. 

Roasting piece 
of beef. 

Leg of mutton. 

b 

80* 

Placed In solu¬ 
tion. 

Placed lu solu¬ 
tion. 

1‘biced In boIm- 
tiop. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 t 

85 

Taken from 
solution. 

Taken from 
aolutlon. 

Taken from 
solution. 

- 

- 

- *• 

- 

7 

84 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

Placed In solu¬ 
tion. 

Placed In solu¬ 
tion. 

- 

“ - 

8 

78 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

Taken from 
solution. 

Taken from 
solution. 

- 

- 

6 

70 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

- 


10 

72 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

- 

* 

11 

71 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

- 

- 

n 

79 

No odor. 

No odor. . 

i No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 


- 

13 

78 

No odor. 

Slight odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

- 


14 

79 

No odor. 

Slight odor. 

No odor. 

leathery look, 
slight odor. 

No odor. 

- 

- 

M 

79 

No odor. 

Slight odor. 

No odor. 

Slight odor. 

No odor. 

-• 

- 

16 

T7 

No odor. 

Odor. 

No odor. 

Slight odor. 

No odor. 

- 

- 

17 

BO 

Kat a piece, 
pa lu table. 

Odor. 

No odor. 

Odor. 

No odor. 


- 

18 

79 

No odor. 

, Odor. 

No odor. 

Odor. 

No odor. 

Placed in sola 
tlon. 

Placed In solu¬ 
tion. 

19 

73 

1 No odor. 

OdoT. 

No odor. 

Odor. 

No odor. 

- 

- 

20 

! 74 

| No odor. 

Odor. 

I 

No odor. 

Odor. 

No odor. 

Taken from so¬ 
lution . 

Taken from so¬ 
lution. 

ai 

| 76 

No odor. 

Very disagree¬ 
able. 

No odor. 

Thrown away. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

22 

79 

No odor. 

Strong odor. 

No odor. 

- 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

23 

75 

No odor. 

Strong odor. 

No odor. 

- 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

24 

77 

No odor. | 

Thrown away. 

No odor. 

- 

No odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

2f> 

76 

Slight odor. 

- 

No odor. 

- 

Slight odor. 

No odor. 

No odor. 

2tt 

70 1 

Tamed apiece, 
not pAluiublc*. 

- 

No odor. 

- 

Tasted a piece, 
not palatable. 

Slight odor. 

Slight odor* 

27 

77 ! 



No odor. 



Cooked, did 
not dam to 
Undo, odor 
very strong. 

Odor stronger. 

28 

70 



12ttt n piece, 

palatable. 



rrassraavA in: ir. 1 'j .i :ar--s 

Cooked, odor 
so strong I 
oould not re¬ 
main in the 
room* 


Notk.-~ Tins temperature is the mean of throe dally ^baereatlona taken hi about wine o'clock a.m. and three and ton p.m. The 
laboratory in which the meal* wore placed was well ventilated, and protected fmth flies and I newts by wire screen**. One pound of 
the viandine uw*a wu obtained from tho uflteo of Science, the rest by express from the Boston ofltoo of the company* 


July 8, I took the mutton and liver out of 
the solution, allowed them to drain, and placed 
them on plates in the laboratory, 

July 18, the plate in which the liver had 
been placed was nearly full of a red-colored 
liquid, and the liver had a hard leathery 
appearance. The liver and veal had both 
acquired a slight odor. The other meats and 
fish smelled sweet. 

July 16, the odor of the liver and veal had 
become stronger than on July 18. The liver 
was placed on a,clean plate, as the firsj plate 
was full of tho red-colored liquid. The beef, 


mutton, and fish still looked and smelled 
fresh. 

July 17, I had one-half of the beef-steak 
which had been treated with the viandine 
solution on July 5 cooked for breakfast. It 
was tender and palatable: still, it was not like 
a fresh steak* There was a slight taste of 
borax; and there was also a want of flavor, 
something like what fresh beef-steak might 
have if it were washed with cold water before 
cooking. Poured a little viandine solution 
over the veal and liver. 

July 18, a roasting piece of sirloin beef, 
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weighing five pounds, also a leg of mutton 
weighing four and one-half pounds,—being 
first punctured in a number of places, espe¬ 
cially in the neighborhood of the bones, with 
an iron skewer, — were placed in two gallons of 
the viandine solution made up like the solution 
of July fi. The liquid was in a stone jar, and 
completely covered the meats. 

July 20, the beef and mutton, which had 
remained in the viandiue solution thirty-six 
hours, were removed, allowed to drain for two 
minutes, and placed on plates in the labora¬ 
tory. 

July 21, I was obliged to throw away the 
liver, the odor being very offensive. The veal 
hod a disagreeable odor. A few mould-spots 
were removed, which had appeared on the 
steak. No odor, however, was perceptible. 
The mutton-chops and fish also smelled fresh. 
‘Placed steak and mutton in viandine solution 
for one half-hour. 

July 24, it became necessary to throw away 
the veal. Beef-steak, mutton-chops, mackerel, 
roasting piece of beef, and leg of mutton ap¬ 
peared fresh. 

July 2f>, the beef-steak and mutton-cliops 
smelled slightly old. 

July 26, 1 had the remaining half of the 
beef-steak which had been treated on July 5, 
and the mutton-chops which had been treated 
om July 7, cooked for dinner. No odor was 
noticeable; but they had a very high taste, so 
much so as to be unpalatable, save to a starv¬ 
ing man. The roasting piece of beef and the 
leg of mutton smelled slightly. The mackerel 
appeared and smelled fresh. 

July 27, the mackerel, which bad remained 
in the laboratory since July 5, was cooked for 
breakfast. It was fresh and fairly good, like 
mackerel that are served at the average hotel 
table. There was no taste of borax. The 
roasting piece of beef was to be served for 
dinner. On cooking, a very offensive odor was 
given off. An examination showed a small 
piece near the bone that had become decayed. 
The rest of the beef appeared good ; but pieces 
cut from different parts all had a strong odor 
of putrefaction. The mutton in the laboratory 
had a perceptible odor. • 

July 28, the mutton was cooked for\dinner; 
but, when placed on the table* the dflor was 
so strong that I could not remain in thfe room. 

The results obtained from the above ex¬ 
periments seem to show, thkt pieces oy meat 
having large surfaces in comparison ta their 
thickness, as steaks and chops, and alsojsmall 
fish, can be kept a considerable length outline, 
although with some deterioration ip taste, by 

\ 


the use of the viandine brand of Rex magnus. 
In the case of larger pieces, such as a roasting 
piece of beef, or leg of mutton, having tried 
only two experiments, I do not care at this 
time to speak positively. I can, however, 
state, that I should have some hesitation in 
again allowing to be cooked in the house large 
pieces of beef and mutton that had been kept 
in a warm room for ten days after treatment 
with the solution of viandine. 

Leonard P. Kinnicutt. 

Worceiter free institute, July 28, 1883. 


THE IGLOO OF THE INNUIT.' — V. 

As the spring wears on, and thawing 
weather comes, the igloo falls into a decline ; 
and when an exposed place can be found to 
pitch the seal-skin tent, it is abandoned. 
Before this can be found, however, the igloo 
assumes a new combination phase, which must 
be described. When several igloos have fallen 
in and buried their contents (the women, babies, 
and puppies managing to wriggle out, and a 
good share of the things being lost in the debris 
of snow-banks), the Innuit ceases to build any 
thing more than the walls of snow, using the 
prospective tent for a roof; tins being the same 
as the autumn igloo, excepting the body, which 
is of snow, and not of ice. This phase of the 
igloo is so well shown in the illustration on 
the next page, taken from the German book of 
a member of my party, Mr. Klutschak, entitled 
k Al* Eskimo unter den Eskimos that I trans¬ 
fer it to this article. His sketch of our spring 
igloos was taken on ("ape Hersehel, King 
William's Land, on the 16th of June, 1879,— 
the day before we abandoned them for the 
summer, and moved into tents. 

The tenacity of some igloos, however, before 
they tumble in, is truly wonderful. They 
always give ample warning by slowly sinking 
on tiie top and side towards the sun or warm 
wind; and this the inhabitants counteract by 
thrusting a pole from the inside through the 
dome at its most threatening point, and there 
firmly lashing several small cross-pieces to pre¬ 
vent fuijfher sinking, which it will do if not too 
warm, or some small dog with bone in mouth, 
and pursued by a larger, does not take refuge 
on top, as is their wont, — when the snow-dome, 
dogs and all, come tumbling in on the heads 
of the ti 3 T perboreans. The foot of this pole 
rests on the floor, hardened by tramping, or a 
board is put under it to give it support. I 
have,*however, seen a high-domed, abandoned 

1 Concluded frimo No. 31. 
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igloo, which had been well chinked and lightly 
banked (the whole mass nearly homogeneous 
from long use), slowly subside from the top 
until this touched the floor, and so remain 
without tumbling in, the igloo being actually 
inverted in its upper half or two-thirds. Here 


privations of a spring tent-life in the many 
expeditions wherein they were used, and under 
circumstances that would have been absolute 
pleasure to my party. 1 have read so often 
of their sufferings while journeyiug in touts, and 
the discomforts and even dangers they risked 
while living in ships 
and other unsuitable 



arctic abodes, during 
short journeys from 
these places, under 
such intensely low 
temperatures as 

— SO 0 , —00°, or even 

— 70° F m when under 
almost the same con¬ 
ditions my party was 
prosecuting a com¬ 
fortable sledge-jour¬ 
ney four hundred to 
five hundred miles 
from its base of snp- 


it would remain fOr a few days before warm 
weather would cause it to fall to pieces. I 
have tried to show a cross-section through 
such an igloo, the brokeu line showing its 
original position. 

When food is readily procured without much 
effort, as in seasons of great plenty, the natives 
do not wholly abandon the necessary exercise 
to keep them in good muscle and bodily 
health, as is the general opinion respecting 
these people, but have been known to keep 
it up by various gymnastic devices, one of 
which (tighfc-ropes made of thongs 
of walrus-hide neatly and strongly 
lashed within an empty igloo) is 
well portrayed by Capt. Hall in 
the illustration. 

I should like to give a few brief 
descriptions of those appQrteuftn* 
ces that might be strictly cailed\ 
igloo accessories, as the native 
stone lamp and kettle, the well 
to fresh water through the thick 
ice, beside the snow- hot and \ 
many other minor items all grow- \ 
fag out of the igloo itself; but 
this article has already grown to 
such dimensions that they must t ^ 
belaid aside. \ ' 


plies, with no provisions except such game as 
was killed from day to day, that the conviction 
becomes two-edged that the accessories of 
igloos, and their constant companion of the 
cold, tire reindeer clothing, are absolutely 
essential to a well-managed arctic sledge-jour¬ 
ney. With their help, strange as it may 
seem, the subject of temperature becomes 
entirely of secondary importance, if it enters 
the arctic travelling problem at all i and, were 
it not for the long dark night which accom¬ 
panies these thennometrical depressions, 1 



IKKUIT TKJHT-ROPES. 


The utility of the igloo cannot \ 
be exaggerated. Habituated as my little party 
of white meu were, duriug our two winters in 
these desolate zones, to a constant life ill these 
simple habitations, and the many comforts 
aborning therefrom, 1 have often marvelled 
bow white men could stand the hardships'ana 


believe that a protracted sledge-journey could 
bo carried successfully forward in the continu¬ 
ous cold of the lowest recorded temperature, 
all other things being favorable. 

Frederick Scuwatka, 
Lieut. U. S. Army. 
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.4 C/JV/ LANGUAGE and its 

VEHICLE,-A UNIVERSAL ALPHABET . 

Shall the world ever see on end of‘the 
confusion of tongues? Shall differences of 
language cease? Or shall, at least, some 
selected medium of thought be established 
throughout the world, by which all men may 
understand each other on occasion, while still 
preserving their vernaculars for intercourse at 
home? A consideration of the subject may 
enable us to answer these questions. 

Language in all its varieties is a growth; 
and every living language is still growing, 
shedding leaves here, and pushing out new 
leaflets there, according to its vigor of vitality, 
^he most copious language of to-day was 
smaller yesterday, and smaller still in every 
generation through which we can trace its his¬ 
tory. We cannot go back to its beginning, 
for it properly had none: it did not spring 
from a seed, and so take the definite form of 
a parent language; but each tongue arose 
from the crossing and interlocking and blend¬ 
ing of shoots from older languages, until they 
grew together, and became a new stem, from 
which, in turn, shot other branches, to repeat 
the process to the end of time, 

In the comparative study of languages, and 
in what we know of human history, we can 
trace the evidences of this continuous cross¬ 
grafting of branch on branch in various direc¬ 
tions ; and the oldest tongues are those to 
which some peculiar form of growth can be 
traced back and back through the greatest 
number of stages. 

If we could follow these oldest languages 
tip to their respective sources, we should find 
at last a very small vocabulary of simple 
utterances used to denote an extremely limited 
number of ideas. But we should find no 
primitive natural germ of speech from which 
the first language had sprung into life and 
shape. The faculty of expression, and the 
instinct of imitation, are the only primitive 
parts of language; but these, at first, were, 
like primitive creation, ‘without form, and 
void,’ until consenting minds agreed on some 
few associations of sound and sense, and so 
commenced a form of language. 

Any number of different forms may have 
been thus commenced by isolated families or 
groups of men. Individual members of dif¬ 
ferent families or groups would occasionally 
come together, and each would enlarge the 
other’s vocabulary, or modify his. methods of 
expression. Thus one may have previously 
used only a dual number to indicate plurality ; 


another, only an indefinite plural: but mutual 
intercourse would incorporate, in the common 
language that would be developed, both of 
these methods of expressing and defining the 
idea of plurality. Primitive languages may 
thus have acquired from each other the many 
words and forms of speech which they pos¬ 
sessed in common; while their independent 
characteristics would increase in the absence 
of association. 

On the same principle, a closer intercourse 
between modern nations must have an amal¬ 
gamating effect on their languages, and so 
tend to produce an ultimate unification of 
human speech. This closer intercourse is 
being accomplished in our days by railroads 
and steamships; and strange ears in all quar¬ 
ters of the world are being familiarized with 
the languages of visitors and immigrants. 
The interests of commerce, and the influence 
of example and of social feeling, lend to a 
more and more general acquisition of the lan¬ 
guages thus introduced; so that, without dis¬ 
placing local forms of speech, other media of 
wider intercommunication are being gradually 
extended everywhere. A universal language 
is thus growing up . Whether it will ultimately 
take the lines of English, French, German, 
or some other tongue, will depend on the rel¬ 
ative fitness of the competing languages for 
universality. At all events, the fittest will 
survive, and the survivor will gradually occupy 
the whole field. 

The present diffusion of English over the 
continents of America and Australia, and 
among sailors of all nations; its growing ac¬ 
ceptance throughout the continental countries 
of Europe; its establishment in many nuclei 
in Asia and Africa, and over the vast empire 
of India, as well as the grammatical simplicity 
of the language, and its power of incorpora¬ 
tion of foreign elements, — all point to English 
as the probable universal tongue of the future. 

The only alternative to such adaption of the 
fittest among existing languages would be 
the creation of a new form of scientific speech; 
but this would require a universal consent 
among nations, and a combined effort, that 
may fairly be considered impossible as prelimi¬ 
naries to the institution of such a language. 
The creation of a new form of speech adapted 
for universal use is certainly within the power 
of science and invention to accomplish; but 
the aid of a pre-existing language, all but 
universal, would be required for its introduc¬ 
tion And establishment, in the far future, 
such a form of scientific speech may find the 
world prepared for it, and the medium for its 
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diffusion in sufficiently general use: but, in 
the mean time, the confusion of tongues is 
being gradually reduced by the struggle for 
supremacy among established languages ; and 
this process will go on until one tongue shall 
be intelligible, if not predominant, every¬ 
where. 

All languages have their physical material 
in common: they use the same vocal organs, 
and essentially the same elementary sounds. 
The voice is susceptible only of a limited num¬ 
ber of modifications, and the lips and the 
tongue onty of a limited number of articula- 
tive actions; and, from the combinations of 
these, all the varieties of human utterance re¬ 
sult. This elementary simplicity and uniformi¬ 
ty are not, however, reflected in the writing of 
languages. Alphabets are wholly arbitrary; 
and, although the same letters are used in 
many alphabets, a different value is, in nearly 
every case, associated with the individual let¬ 
ters. A universally intelligible method of rep¬ 
resenting the sounds of speech is a necessary 
prerequisite for a universal language. Ordi¬ 
nary alphabetic writing is, indeed, as much u 
hindrance to combined effort for the unification 
of language as was the confusion of tongues to 
the building of the tower of Babel. Some 
method of classifying and representing all 
known modifications of voice and articulation, 
if not of discovering all possible modifications, 
had long been the great desideratum of philolo¬ 
gists. Attempts were made to frame a uni¬ 
versal alphabet by collating the elements from 
local alphabets, ancient and modern; but the 
number of shades of difference discovered 
among the elementary sounds, and the diffi¬ 
culty of recognizing sounds under varied as¬ 
sociations, rendered any complete classification 
impracticable. So far as the discovery of the 
entire category of possible sounds was con¬ 
cerned, the object of endeavor w*s considered 
to be hopeless; aud the attempt to realize it 
was finally and formally abandoned at a con¬ 
vention of philologists of different countries, 
hold at London in 1854. The declaration of 
this convention stands ou record, that— 

“ It would be useless and impossible to at¬ 
tempt to find for eafch possible variety of sound 
a different graphic sign.” \ 

This ‘impossibility' has, however, been 
since accomplished with completeness and 
simplicity, in the system entitled ^Visible 
speech,' the principles of which will iow be 
explained. In this system no sound U arbi¬ 
trarily represented, but each letter is built up 
of symbols which denote the organic po^tkma 
and actions that produce the sound. Thy let¬ 


ters are thus physiological pictures, which in¬ 
terpret themselves to those who have learned 
the meaning of the elementary symbols of 
which they are composed. 

The first letter of our ordinary alphabet, 
which we call is known in other countries as 
ah; but we discover, in using the letter, that 
it represents both a and a/i, and a variety of 
other sounds in our own language, the letter 
a being employed for the six diverse vowels in 
the words a/e, air, an, agree , a/i, and all . In 
Visible speech each of these sounds has a sepa¬ 
rate letter, and each letter explains to the eye 
the organic means by which its sound differs 
from other sounds. For example: 

The letter for the vowel in the word ale tells 
the reader to — 

Advance the front of the tongue towards the 
front of the palate , so as to leave a channel of 
medium breadth for the passage of the voice . 

The letter for the vowel in air tells him to — 

Place the tongue in the same position as 
before , but to expand the back cavity of the 
mouth. 

The letter for the vowel in an tells him to— 

Broaden to the utmost degree the channel 
between the front of the tongue and the palate , 
and at the same time expand the back cavity of 
the mouth . # 

The letter for the sound of a in agree tells 
the reader to — 

Place the tongue in a neutral position, — 
neither advanced nor retracted, raised nor de¬ 
pressed, — and expand the back cavity of the 
mouth , 

The letter for the sound ah tells him to — 

Depress the tongue backward as far as pos- 
sible. and expand the back cavity as before . 

The letter for the vowel in all tells him to — 

Place the tongue in the same position as for 
ah, but compress the back cavity , and round 
the comers of the Ups . 

All these directions are perfectly conveyed 
at a glance in the different letters; and yet the 
letters, so far from being complex, consist of 
forms more simple than the letters of the 
Roman alphabet. Here, for example, are the 
symbols, —four in number, — from the combi¬ 
nations of which, not merely the sounds above 
illustrated, but every vowel in every language, 
can be expressed to the eye, so as to be at once 
pronounced with exactitude by the reader. 

Elemxntauy symbols of vowels. 

t + * n 

These symbols have the following invariable 
meanings: — 
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1. The straight line means voice ♦ 

2. The bar across the line means contrac¬ 
tion or rounding of the lips* 

3. l'he solid point means compression pf the 
back cavity of the mouth. 

4. The open hook means expansion of the 
back cavity of the mouth. 

The position of the point or hook on the 
straight line denotes the position of the tongue 
in reference to the palate. Thus : — 

a* W hen on the right- side, the meaning is, 
that the tongue is advanced towards the front 
of the palate. 

b* When on the left- side, that the tongue is 
retracted towards the back of the mouth. 

c. When on both sides, that the tongue oc¬ 
cupies a middle position between front and 
back. 

d . When at the top of the dine, that the 
tongue is raised towards the palate. 

e . When at the bottom, that the tongue is 
depressed. 

/. When at both ends, that the tongue oc¬ 
cupies a middle position between high and low. 

Nothing could be simpler than these ele¬ 
ments, the meanings of which are remembered 
by every person after a single explanation; 
yet tVora these four elements alone the entire 
series of normal vowels, thirty-sii in nnmber, 
are built up. Two diacritic signs extend the 
possible number of shades of vowel-sound, 
which these four*elements can be made to 
represent, to the largely superfluous total of 
one hundred and eighty. 

The English alphabet contains only five 
vowel-letters, while our speech makes use of 
at least sixteen vowel-sounds, without includ¬ 
ing diphthongs. No wonder, therefore, that 
the relation between letters and sounds is one 
ofirreconcilable confusion. A purely phonetic 
alphabet, in addition to the common system 
of loiters, is a necessity for the intelligible 
writing of Pmglish alone; much more is it in¬ 
dispensable for the writing of all languages 
intelligibly to all readers. 

The system of Visible speech is the ready 
vehicle for a universal language, when that 
shall be evolved; but it is also immediately 
serviceable for the conveyance of the diverse 
utterances of every existing language. No 
matter what foreign words may be written in 
this universal character, they will be pro¬ 
nounced by readers in any country with ab¬ 
solute uniformity. The means have been 
explained by which vowels are represented for 
this purpose. The principles nre now to be 
shown on which consonants are written" with 
the same effect. 


Elkmentahy symbols of consonants. 

Five elementary symbols ftirnish letters for 
all the consonant actions of the lips and 
tongue. These symbols are — 

C £ I f S 

As with vowels, so with consonants: all the 
elements of each class have one symbol in 
common. The vowel-symbol was shown to be 
a straight line: the consonant-symbol is a 
curve; and the direction in which the curve is 
turned denotes the part of the mouth by which 
the consonant is formed. Thus : — 

a. The curve turned to the right denotes the 
lips* 

b . The curve turned to the left denotes the 
back of the tongue. 

c. The curve turned archwise, with its end 
down, denotes the fop of the tongue. 

d. The curve turned with its end up de¬ 
notes the point of the tongue. 

The five radical symbols have the following 
meanings in every combination: — 

1. The first (C ) is the sign of a part of the 
mouth used to form a consonant* 

2. The second ($ ) is the sign of a part of 
the mouth which divides the breath. 

3. The third (I) is drawn across the ends 
of a curve to denote a consonant that stops 
the breath. 

4. The fourth (f) is the sign of emission 
of breath through the nose . 

5. The fifth ( J) is added to the ends of a 
curve to denote simultaneous modification by 
two parts of the mouth. 

These elements, combined into six forms of 
letters, suffice for the whole series of conso¬ 
nant actions of the lips and tongue. The six 
forms turned in the four directions, as above, 
yield twenty-four letters; and the uniform ad¬ 
dition of one sign for voice — a straight line in 
the centre of the curves—converts the twenty- 
four into forty-eight letters. 

Every part of every letter has thus a mean¬ 
ing legible at a glance; and the most complex 
letter in the alphabet — combining four of the 
elementary symbols to exhibit the sound of m 
— is as simple in form as the common Roman 
letter for the same consonant. Thus: — 

» M, m. 

The following are the? four symbols com¬ 
bined in this letter. 

1. A curve to the right, which denotes the 
lips* 

2. A centre straight line, which denotes 
voice*' 
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8. A waving line, which denotes nasal 
emission. 

4. A line closing the curve, which denotes 
stoppage of the breath. 

The letter thus says to the reader; — 

Stop the breath by means of the lips , and 
sound the voice through the nose. 

It mmt be obvious that such directions, 
conveyed without words, will be nniforml}' in¬ 
terpreted by readers of any nationality who 
have simply learned the meaning of the radical 
symbols. All the Visible-speech letters are 
formed in this way, by synthesis of two or 
more out of a total, number of nine elements. 
Such letters, consequently, make up an alpha¬ 
bet adapted for universality, because independ¬ 
ent of explanatory language ; also because its 
symbols are physiological pictures, and because 
the writing, even of unheard foreign tongues, 
is self-explanatory to the reader’s eye. 

' Visible speech was first published sixtoen 
years ago (August, 1H(>7) ; and it has been very 
generally studied by philologists, and adopted 
in theoretical works as a necessary exponent 
of linguistic phonetics. It has also been widely 
utilized in America for the teaching of articu¬ 
lation to the deaf. But its popular uses for 
the teaching of vernacular languages to chil¬ 
dren and illiterates, and of foreign languages 
in schools and colleges, as well as for the Irtcra- 
fcion of hitherto unwritten Indian and other 
tongues, have not yet been correspondingly 
developed. People generally do not take the 
trouble to investigate the nature of the charac¬ 
ters, but suffer themselves to be repelled by 
fancied difficulty, — as if What is strange must 
needs be difficult. But the difficulty is only 
to eyes unacquainted with the principles of the 
symbolization. When these are known, there 
is no comparison, in point of simplicity, be¬ 
tween Roman letters and Visible^speech letters. 
To children and illiterates, all letters are equal¬ 
ly strange. To one who can already read, the 
eye is simply prejudiced in favor of established 
letters. In the present exposition the letters 
of Visible speech have not been rotkie the basis 
of illustration, but only the rudimentary sym¬ 
bols from which all the letters awe derived, 
/this mode of treatment will, it Is hoped, leave 
no room fbr prejudice to act. , 

In this stage of the worltPe history we do 
not need to concern ourselves about a uni-, 
versa! language: that will develop \itself in 
due ttffie. But a universal medium! for the 
communication of languages - is a practical 
necessity, which every day renders df more 
and higher importance. Without a universal 
alphabet there never could be a universal lan¬ 


guage ; with a universal alphabet the progress 
of the fittest language towards universality 
will be enormously accelerated. At present, 
English seems the most likely to achieve this 
distinction; but its natural fitness is antago¬ 
nized by its defective and irregular system of 
letters. Give English the advantage of an 
alphabet simple and phonetically perfect, and, 
whereas it is now the most difficult of all 
tongues for foreigners to learn, it will become 
by far the easiest. 

In the system of Visible speech a universal 
alphabet is for the first time attained: the 
system is of English birth. Let its native 
language have the benefit of this instrument 
of diffusion, and the workl-wide predominance 
of the speech of Britain and America will be 
assured. A. Melville Bell. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

Variations in butterflies. 

Between the 20th of June ami the 10th of July, 
I obtained three hundred and eighty Vanessa Anti- 
opa from caterpillars fed on swamn willow. Twenty- 
five of these were varieties, and I no balance were of 
the usual form. Two of the varieties were Lintne- 
ri, from which all the blue had disappeared. The 
third had the primaries Lintneri, while Urn secon¬ 
daries had the usual blue spots. The fourth had 
the secondaries Lintneri, while the primaries bore the 
blue spots. In (lie remaining l wen tv-one, the whole 
upper surface of the wings had a mottled appearance, 
showing that the colors had been disturbed. They 
retained the blue spots, but the sj»ots were much 
smaller than usual. 

The veins in the twenty-five varieties remained 
soft for several days; not becoming firm and hard, 
like the veins in the others, although treated in the 
same manner. I have also found this softness of 
the veins in the varieties of Turnus, where the rod 
is suffused, and in the rust-colored specimens. 

All the Vanessa Antiopa which t have seen this 
season have the yellow of a much deeper shade than 
I Imve over before noticed. 

Colias PhUodice is also remarkable this season in 
this respect. fc. LowgLi. Elliot. 

Now York City, August, IW. 

Function of the oolorleaa blood-oorpuaolea. 

The Interesting abstract of Zawarykin’s important 
investigations into the function of the leucocytes in 
the absorption of fats from the intestinal canal 
(Sciknck, lb 192 ) calls to mind an investigation by 
Frans Hofmeister, into the absorption and Afsimilo- 
tjon of tlie peptones, which will be of interest in 
connection with the abstract referred to. 

tn a series of paper* published in 1881, Hofmelster 1 
comes to the interesting conclusion, that “ absorption 
of peptones in the intestinal canal is, accordingly, no 
Blmpte mechanical process of diffusion or filtration, 
but Is rather a function of particular living cells, the 
colorless blood-corpuscles; and these play, in the nu¬ 
trition of the organism, a similar rAle to that of the 
red corpuscles in respiration.” 

Iu his discussion he calls attention to the presence 

i ftuUschr. pbys. phem-, v. Ui, 
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of the leucocytes, in great numbers, ih the adenoid 
tissue during digestion; and, also, to certain proofs 
of the ability of the leucocytes to combine with pep- 
'tones In a loose form of combination. 

The similarity of these two functions of the color¬ 
less corpuscles, as determined by Hnfmeister for pep¬ 
tones, ami by Zawarykin for fats, cannot fail to suggest 
the probability of a very definite and important func¬ 
tion of these corpuscles in general nutrition. Pos¬ 
sibly, also, the anomalies observed in the absorption 
of saccharine food, and in the glycogenic functions 
of liver and muscles, may in time receive some ex¬ 
planation through the functions of the colorless cor¬ 
puscles. 

It seems as if we were, at last, beginning to obtain 
an idea of the functions performed by these impor¬ 
tant cells, whose dose connection with the life of the 
organization has l>een generally recognized, though 
but vaguely understood. J. M. S. 


HUMAN PROPORTION. 

Human proportion in art and anthropometry: a tVdur* 

delivered at the National museum, Washington, D, C. 

By Robert Fr.KTCHKR, M.E C.S.E. Cam¬ 
bridge, King, 1883. 87 p. illustr. 8°. 

From the earliest ages, man has found his 
standards of measurement most conveniently in 
some bodily measure, like the digit, the palm, 
the span, the foot, or the cubit. As these 
measures necessarily vary with the size of the 
individual, the attempt to ascertain their aver¬ 
age led to the first systematic measurements 
of the human body: hence have sprung the 
innumerable schemes of human proportion de¬ 
vised by artists and anatomists, all founded 
on the belief that some one part of the body 
was a standard of measurement for all its 
other dimensions. The Egyptians first de¬ 
veloped a canon of proportion as early as the 
thirty-fifth century B.C., which was twice sub¬ 
sequently changed. Their last canon adopted 
the length of the middle finger as the' stand¬ 
ard, reckoning it precisely one-nineteenth of 
the entire stature. But in the 4 canon of Poly- 
kleitos/ the famous sculptor who flourished 
about 450 B.C., was embodied the highest 
rule of Greek art in its* most flourishing pe¬ 
riod. This has fortunately been preserved in 
a well-known passage of Vitruvius, and is illus¬ 
trated by a recently discovered drawing by 
Lionardo da Vinci. The restless spirit of 
modern Jife has not remained content with 
this, as more than a hundred different at¬ 
tempts bear witness by men of all nations, 
including the celebrated English sculptor Gib¬ 
son and our own Story. All these methods 
have been based upon the theory that there is 
a fixed relation between some one portion of 
the body and all its other dimensions; and 
their number proves the fallacy of the idea. 
Anthropometry, on the other hand, measures 


with the strictest scientific accuracy the living 
man, and from an immense mass of measure¬ 
ments obtains the mean of the human form, 
amt thus arrives at the perfect human type. 
The father of this science is the Belgian Que- 
teiet, and the enormous number of measure¬ 
ments rendered necessary by the draft during 
our civil war have greatly advanced it. By its 
tests many a time-honored dogma bearing upon 
human proportion has been exploded. Thus 
it has been proved that the length of the out¬ 
stretched arms is somewhat greater than, and 
not exactly equal to, the height of the body; 
that not eight, but seven and a half heads 
make up the entire stature; and that only in 
the negro skeleton can be found the length of 
humerus bestowed upon the Apollo Belvedere. 

All these matters the author has illustrated 
with great learning and in a clear and ani¬ 
mated style. We have noticed, however, that 
his knowledge of archeology is sometimes at' 
fault, — as whore he calls the 4 crux ansata* in 
the hand of the Egyptian standard figure 4 a 
key/ which is really a cross with a loop or 
handle attached to it, and is the symbol of 
eternity; or suggests that the 4 golden fleece * 
was in reality 4 the secret of Egyptian art; ’ or 
states that the Doryphoros of Polykleitos was 
; a beautiful youth in the act of throwing a 
spear/ instead of its being one of the 4 spear- 
bearers/ the body-guard of the Persian king. 
The moat marvellous statement, however, is, 
that 44 prior to the time of Phidias, the face, 
hands, feet, or other exposed parts of the body 
were carved in marble, and fastened to a 
wooden block, which was covered with real 
drapery/ 1 This is a complete misunderstand¬ 
ing of the nature of the archaic £oam, or 
wooden statues, which in Greece preceded 
those made of stone or metal. 

WARE’S MODERN PERSPECTIVE. 

Modern perspective; a treatise upon the principles 
and practice of plane and cylindrical perspective. 
By YYiixiam K. Ware, Professor of architecture 
in the School of mines, Columbia college. Bos¬ 
ton, JamaR. Osgood Jr-Co., 1888. 321 p. 12°. 

Professor Ware's Modern perspective is in 
substance a series of papers printed two or 
three years ago in the American architect , but 
with additions which extend its range, and give 
it more the scope of a scientific treatise. Sci¬ 
entific it is, both in its idea and its methods; 
though its treatment is naturally freer than 
would he given it for scientific uses alone,— 
freer, perhaps, than the author would have given 
if it had originally been written as a formal 
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treatise. The purely 'geometrical method comes 
out most dearly in the chapters added in the 
revision, particularly in two (xvii M xviii.), in 
which, after going over the ground of practical 
perspective, Professor Ware sums up, first the 
principles and relations, and then the chief 
problems, in the most abstract and generalized 
form. This portion is, therefore, scientifically 
the essence of the book, and is that which a 
reader versed in pure mathematics, but unac¬ 
quainted with perspective, might properly read 
first. Such a reader would find pleasure in 
its neatness and comprehensiveness of state¬ 
ment, and in the skilful way in which the whole 
subject is cast in condensed and logical form ,* 
every phenomenon or process being first pre¬ 
sented in its most general aspect, — against the 
usual habit of books on perspective, — and 
particular eases deduced from it afterwards. 
These chapters make a sort of inner treatise, 
whose appeal will be to the geometer and the 
special student. They are probabty too ab¬ 
stract and too concise to be acceptable to the 
ordinary student, and he may be left to skip 
them. 

The methods of the book are naturally those 
of descriptive geometry. Wo could wish Pro¬ 
fessor Ware had hold to the received termin¬ 
ology when he names the perspective of the 
vanishing-line of a plane its 4 trace,* and diverts 
the word from its received sense as the inter¬ 
section of the plane with the plane of projection. 
What in descriptive geometry is called the 
trace, Mr. Ware calls the 4 initial line * of the 
plane: the point where a line pierces the pic¬ 
ture-plane, which might by proper analogy be 
called the trace of the line, he calls its 4 initial 
point/ The ub© of * horizon* for the actual 
vanishing-line of any system of planes is hap¬ 
pier. The subscript notation employed is the 
author's own, and is cleverly contrived to suit 
the maimer of his exposition. It contains in 
itself a symmetrical record of the principal 
data and relations, and its neatness and effi¬ 
ciency make one the more regret that the 
author has not cared to follow an accepted 
terminology where there is one. 

The phenomena of planes in perspective are 
first discussed, according to the author's uni¬ 
formly analytical method: first oblique planes, 
then parallel and normal. So much of the 
perspective phenomena of lines is accounted 
for by treating them as intersections or, planes, 
that their separate consideration is much short¬ 
ened by anticipation; and by the time the 
point is reached, its discussion is reduced to a 
minimum* In like manner, instead of confin¬ 
ing the discussion of point* of distance} as is 


common, to points in the horizon-line, or the 
prime vertical, the most general case is first 
considered, and the circular locus of all the 
points of distance of a giveu line is determined. 
We miss the categorical statement, —implied, 
to be sure, but worth making distinctly, — that 
the points of distance are the same for all par¬ 
allel lines; as in another place it is apparently 
taken to go without sajdng, that the vanishing- 
point of a line, or the vanishing-line of a plane, 
is enough to determine problems relating to its 
direction, even when its position is unknown. 
The chapter of abstract problems presents 
pretty much all the problems of descriptive 
geometry, so far as concerns planes and right 
lines, applied in perspective, and therefore 
covers, except for a few special cases, all the 
elements of perspective practice. Here, again, 
generalization and condensation are carried 
very far: some, indeed, of the problems in 
which many alternatives are grouped together 
are perhaps too succinct and comprehensive to 
be satisfying to the student. 

The same method and quality are found in 
the other chapters of the book, so far as suits 
with its practical purpose. Thus parallel per¬ 
spective, usually taken first, is postponed, and 
treated as a special case. There is throughout 
a watchful eye to the needs of the architectural 
draughtsman and the painter. The work is 
made interesting by observation of natural and 
pictorial phenomena, many of which are, so far 
as we know, new to the books. Some special 
topics which are taken up in the advanced 
treatises are here hardly mentioned, — the per¬ 
spective of curved surfaces and of solids of 
revolution, for instance; even vaulting being 
left untouched, and the problems not going 
beyond plane figures and solids with plane 
faces. But within its limits, the discussion is 
very complete ; and some subjects are enlarged 
upon.which it is usual to dismiss with slight 
mention, — the perspective of reflections, and 
of shadows by both parallel and divergent light, 
and especially the chapters on the perspective 
of the circle, and on perspective distortions and 
corrections. The method of the perspective 
plan is made much of, as it deserves; and some 
space is given to M. Adhcmar's ingenious 
devices for avoiding remote vanishing-points, 
and canning on all the operations on a small 
sheet by means of what Mr. Ware calls 4 small- 
scale data/—-points of fractional distance, 
scales of depth, marginal co-ordinates, and the 
like,—a method which is much less known than 
it deserves to be. Mr. Ware adds an ingen¬ 
ious alternative for M. Ad h<$ mar’s device of 
enlarging the remote parts of the perspective 
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plan by planes of successively steeper inclina¬ 
tion. 

The plates which accompany the book are 
as thoughtfully and ingeniously composed as 
the text. We commend the whole treatise as 
the most complete, so far as we knows apd the 
most interesting and instructive for practical 
use, that has been published in this country. 


SEEBOHM'S VILLAGE COMMUNITY. 

The English village community , examined in its rela¬ 
tions to the manorial and tribal systems, and to the 
common or open field system of husbandry: an 
essay in economic history. By Fred KHic See- 
bohm. London, Longmans , Green, fy Co 1888. 
464 p., 13 maps and plates. 8°. 

It is now many years since G. L. von 
Manrer wrote his Introduction to the history 
of marks and manors. Since then the subject 
has attracted many students, and has been much 
looked into and talked about. Many books 
have been writ tern upon it; those of Nasse, 
de Laveleye, and Maine being the best known 
to American readers. The impression con¬ 
veyed by these writings is, that the mark 
or village community, though almost always 
found upon a manor, under manorial overlord¬ 
ship, was in its origin independent. Manorial 
overlord ship arose, we are told, in later times. 
The village community was drawn under it, 
and became subject to it. It has been the 
work of modem times to restore it to its 
ancient independence. This is the theory of 
vou Maurer and his followers, which we have 
gathered from their books. Objections to this 
theory are from time to time raised. It is 
urged that the village community is usually 
found under manorial iandbrdship; that it is* 
therefore, an open question whether the village 
community, or the landlordship over it, is the 
earlier institution. In Mr. Seebohm’s book, 
which now lies before us, it is maintained that 
landlordship is more ancient than the village 
community, that the village community arose 
under landlordship, as a community of slaves 
or serfs, that it has been slowly emancipated 
from slavery and from serfdom in the course 
of centuries. Our economic history, we ore 
told, begins with, the serfdom of the masses un¬ 
der manorial landlordship. Looking through 
the records, back to the earliest period, we find 
no free village communities, only manors with 
village communities in villenage upon them. 
The argument upon this point is almost con¬ 
clusive. The existence of a manorial system 
during the Saxon period of our. history is 
established beyond doubt. 


But there were parts of Britain which were 
not manorial, where village communities (the 
village community being considered a part of 
the manor) did not exist. What tfas there in the 
parts of Britain where there were no manors? 
By the side of the manorial system was a tribal 
system more ancient, perhaps, than the mano¬ 
rial system. Then follows an account of the 
tribal system of the Welsh and Irish, which is 
extremely interesting. It is not clear at first, 
why, in a work upon English economic history, 
so much space should be given to the institu¬ 
tions of the Welsh and Irish ; but we find out 
directly; it is that we may the more clearly 
understand the statements of Caesar and Taci¬ 
tus regarding the Germans. It is well known 
that the statements of Caesar and Tacitus are 
very vague ; that they become intelligible only 
in the light of extraneous evidence. We 
ourselves should not have presumed to draw 
this evidence from the Welsh laws, nor from 
the Brehon tracts. It has always seemed to us 
best to keep the records of different peoples 
quite distinct. We should, therefore, have 
turned from Caesar and Tacitus to the German 
folk-laws, formulae, and documents. The tri¬ 
bal system of the Germans is very well de¬ 
scribed in the German records. It happens, 
however, that the tribal system of the Germans 
resembles very closely that of the Welsh and 
Irish : so, though we do not follow all the steps 
of Mr, Seebohm's argument, we come, at last, 
to very nearly the same conclusion. What we 
have in the time of Caesar and Tacitus, and 
afterwards in many places where the manorial 
system has not been developed, are tribal 
households (to use Mr. Seebohm's phrase),— 
isolated farmsteads, occupied by groups of de¬ 
scendants and heirs; the land being held by 
them as an undivided inheritance for two or 
three generations, and then divided, several 
households arising where there was but one 
before. Mr. Seebohra finds a vestige of this 
system in the custom of Gavelkind in Kent, 
where we have divisions among male heirs, 
with traces of the right of the youngest to the 
original homestead. Almost ever}* where else 
in England the tribal system has quite passed 
away. 

Already, however, in the time of Tacitus, 
the manorial system was germinating. The 
free tribesmen who lived ip the tribal house¬ 
holds here and there — ut fans ut campua ut 
nemue placuit — had slates who cultivated 
the land for them. These stoves were dis¬ 
tributed by the tribesmen in village com¬ 
munities, in regard to which they were very 
much in the position of the later manorial 
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lords. It was only a step, indeed* from this 
condition of things to the manorial system. 
This step was taken immediately after the 
permanent settlement of the Germans within 
the limits of the Roman empire. The land 
system of the later empire was very much like 
a manorial system. So it happened, that, 
while the Germans were approaching this sys¬ 
tem on the one hand, the Romans were ap¬ 
proaching it on the other. Thej f reached it 
together. 

This is the briefest possible r6aum<$ of Mr. 
Kcebohrn’s extremely interesting and valuable 
book. The argument is well arranged and 
very convincing. It is, perhaps, a little too 
much encumbered by details ; Hut we should 
be sorry not to have these details, and the 
book is quite readable in spite of them. The 
account of the manorial system is the most 
complete that we have. The book is a mine 
of information upon the subject. It will be 
found indispensable to students. It is very 
well printed, and illustrated by plates and 
maps. It would lie worth having for these 
alone. In conclusion, we must heartily con¬ 
gratulate the writer upon the completion of so 
excellent and useful a work. 


STEARNS AND CDUES' NE W-EN GLAND 
BIRD-LIFE* 

New- England bird-life ; being a manual of New- 
England ornithology . Revised and edited from the 
manuscript of Winfrid A. Stearns, by Dr. 
Elliott Coues. Boston, Lee Shepard f 1881, 
1883. 3244-409 p. lllustr. 8°. 

Under this title Mr, Winfrid A. Stearns 
and Dr. Elliott Coues have just produced an 
excellent and much-needed work. Previous 
to its appearance we have had no complete or 
satisfactory exposition of the subject, despite, 
several attempts on the part of inexperienced 
or otherwise incompetent authors to cover the 
interesting field: hence the present book is 
doubly welcome. 

It has appeared in two volumes, or parts. 
Fart i„ issued two years ago, begins with 
Turdidae, or thrushes, and carries the subject 
through Oscfncs, ending with the family 
Corvidae. In addition to the 270 pages occu¬ 
pied by its main portion, there is an 4 Intro¬ 
duction ’ of fifty pages, which included useful 
chapters on the classification and structure of 
birds; the ‘Preparation of specimens for 
study:* the 4 Subject of faunal areas r and 
the ‘ Literature of New-Englaud ornithology/ 
Including those devoted to its special jndex 


as well as to the introduction, part i. contains 
324 pages. 

Part ii. was published early in the present 
year. It has in all 409 pages, of which ten 
are occupied by an 4 editor’s preface,’ and 
eight by the index; the remaining 397 pages 
treating the general subject from Tyranuidae 
through the successive families to Aleidae, last 
and lowest in the scale of New-England bird- 
life. Both volumes are rather copiously illus¬ 
trated with fairly good woodcuts; some of 
which are full-length figures, others represen¬ 
tations of the heads, feet, wings, etc,, of birds, 
designed to show technical or distinguishing 
characters. Most of these cuts have done 
similar duty before, but on this account they 
arc none the less useful in the present connec¬ 
tion. 

The plan of the book is so clearty and 
tersely outlined in the preface to part i., that 
we cannot do better than give it in the editor’s 
own words: — 

41 It is the object of the present volume to go care¬ 
fully over the whole ground, ami to present, In con¬ 
cise and convenient form, an epitome of the bird-life 
of New England. The claims of each species to be 
considered a member of the New-England fauna are 
critically examined, and not one is admitted upon 
insufficient evidence of its occurrence within this 
area; the design being to give a thoroughly reliable 
Hut of the bints, with an account of the leading facts 
in the life-history of each species. The plan of the 
work includes brief descriptions of the birds them¬ 
selves, enabling one to identify any specimen he may 
have hi baud; the local distribution, migration, and 
relative abundance of every species; together with 
as much general information respecting their habits 
as can conveniently be brought within the compass 
of a hand-book of New-Englaud ornithology.” 

This plan is consistently and faithfully car¬ 
ried out. The descriptions of the birds, to 
be sure, are a little meagre and unsatisfactory 
at times ; but it must be remembered that they 
are intended primarily for a class of amateurs 
who are not fitted, either by experience or in¬ 
clination, to wade through more exact, tech¬ 
nical diagnoses. ' 

The biographical matter is written in the 
editor’s well-known and eminently character¬ 
istic style,—a style not wholly free from 
faults perhaps, but, in the main, so finished 
and picturesque that it is sure to attract and 
interest every lover of birds. In the prebent 
instance, the only fault wo have to find with 
these biographies is that they are often too 
brief and general, — in short, that there is 
too touch condensation. Especially is this the 
case, among water-birds, where the account of 
habits, distribution, etc., is frequently crowded 
into a few lines. Doubtless this was necessary 
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to keep the work within its assigned limits, 
but it is none the less a disappointment. 

One of the most valuable features of the 
book — to the scientific ornithologist, at least 

— is the bringing together of previous records 
pertaining to the rarer birds. In almost all 
cases these have been exhaustively collated, 
a work chiefly, if not whollj T , performed t)y 
Mr. Purdie, whose well-known fitness for the 
task is a practical guaranty of its thorough 
accomplishment. 

The weakest spot in the structure is that 
of the editor’s rulings on questions affecting 
the comparative abundance and seasonal dis¬ 
tribution of the less-known birds. In many 

— far too many — cases, his conclusions are 
more or less unwarranted or premature; in 
not a few, they are positively and demonstrably 
erroneous. This was to be expected, how¬ 
ever, in view of the fact that neither editor 
nor author is known to have had an exten¬ 
sive experience in New-England fields or 
woodlands; and, considering such limitations, 
it is chiefly remarkable that they have done 
so well. 

But, despite its shortcomings, 4 New-England 
bird-life/ as a whole, may be honestly charac¬ 
terized as a work of real merit and unques¬ 
tioned utility. Its faults arc seldom vital, its 
excellences many and obvious. Although a 
manual, rather than a comprehensive general 
treatise, it cannot fail to take a high and 
permanent place among the literature of North- 
A merman ornithology. To the student of New- 
England birds, it is sure to prove a valuable 
hand-book, adequate for the determination of 
most problems which the limited field is likely 
to furnish. There is still room, of course, for 
the more extensive structures which some 


futnre builders will doubtless rear on this sub¬ 
stantial corner-stone. 

Before concluding, we find 4t necessary to 
revert to a rather delicate subject, — that of 
the ostensible authorship of the book. In the 
preface to part i., the editor touches on this, as 
follows: —• 

“ Mr. Steams undertook this work several years 
ago, at the writer’s suggestion, that such & treatise 
was much to be desired, and could not fail to subserve 
a useful purpose. Having been diligently revised 
from time to time, In the light of our steadily increas¬ 
ing knowledge, Mr. Stearns’s manuscripts have been 
submitted to the editor’s final corrections. In revis¬ 
ing, and to some extent rewriting, them for publica¬ 
tion, the editor has been influenced by the author’s 
request that he would alter and amend at his own 
discretion.” 

Perhaps we arc bound to accept this ex¬ 
planation literally ; but the reader familiar with 
I)r. Cones’s characteristic style and methods 
will find few traces of Mr. Stearns’s alleged 
participation. Cleatiy the 4 revising ’ was 
very thoroughly done. We might go even 
farther, and venture the surmise that Dr. 
Coues not only edited, but wrote , the entire 
book. But is this a matter with which we 
have any business to meddle? Probably not 
so far as Dr. Couea’a interests are at stnke. 
If he chooses to do all the work, and take 
less than half the credit, it is his own affair. 
Nevertheless, it certainly is our right to chal¬ 
lenge a reputatiop unfairly won, and until fur¬ 
ther proofs are forthcoming wc shall refuse to 
believe that Mr. Stearns’s agency in 4 New- 
England bird-life * has been much more than 
nominal. Perhaps the inside history of the 
book will never be made public, but intelli¬ 
gent ornithologists are likely to see through a 
millstone with a hole in the middle. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR TEE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE . 

PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION H.—ANTHROPOLOGY. 


ADDRESS OF OTIS T. MASON OF WASH¬ 
INGTON, D C., VICE-PRESIDENT OF 
THE SECTION, AUG . 15, 1888. 


THE SCOPE AND VALUE OF ANTHROPO¬ 
LOGICAL STUDIES. 

Every thing that comes before the human mind 
has to pass through a process of weighing and meas¬ 
uring, and receives a valuation according to the 
thinker’s standards of merit. In this critical spirit 
let us pass in review those studies called anthropolo¬ 


gical, in order to form some estimate of their value 
according to the measures commonly applied to vari¬ 
ous departments of learning. 

Anthropology is the application of the instrumen¬ 
talities and methods of natural history to the induc¬ 
tive study of man. The anthropologist, in this sense, 
is not a dilettante philosopher, who Inquires iuto old 
things because they are old, or into curious things 
while they are curious, omitting all the great move¬ 
ments and needs of society, and overloading the 
baggage-train of progress with trumpery picked up 
along the march. The practical spirit of our age de¬ 
mands that we ask what truth, of good, or beauty 
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comes from such investigations, and how we can 
make them subservient to human weal. 

As to the scope of anthropology, we may be in¬ 
structed by the work of others. The natural history 
of any species, say of the domestic horse, includes 
many inquiries, such as the time and place of Its 
origin; its ancestry; its pristine size, appearance, and 
mode of living. We should afterwards Inquire con¬ 
cerning the archeology or the paleontology of the 
Kquidao, their embryology, anatomy, physiology, 
diseases, abnormalities, and external cliaraoteristies. 
Me. Romanes would have a chapter on the intelli¬ 
gence of the animal, as to its nature and amount, 
supplementing the discussion with notes on the vari¬ 
ous ways in which the horse manifests its mind, its 
wills, emotions, and opinions. Horses do not con¬ 
struct elaborate houses like the ants and the beavers; 
but the members of all species occupy their daily 
lives in some habitual industries by means of which 
they wear out the excess of muscle. Sir John Lub¬ 
bock would lead us farther, and show us that horses 
go la droves, follow a leader, plan migrations, at¬ 
tacks, and defence, amuse themselves, enjoy one 
another’s company, improve in appearance, intelli¬ 
gence, and usefulness by cultivation, — in a thousand 
ways show themselves to be social creatures. At last 
Mr. Mivart would insist that the horse has Its habi¬ 
tude (Iftc), its manner of action, its economy (oecol- 
ogy), and its members arc affected in a characteristic 
manner by heat, light, moisture, winds, the kind and 
quality and abundance of food and drink, by bene¬ 
ficial or injurious animal neighbors, and by the vital, 
procreative, inheritable energy with which they are 
endowed. These and many other kindred inquiries 
concerning this homogeneous group would constitute 
the science of hippolopy. 

The conscientious devotee to this science would 
frequently ask himself what practical good would re¬ 
sult from all this expenditure of time, thought, and 
resources necessary to collect specimens and facts, 
and to formulate Ids science. Could they bo em¬ 
ployed on some subject more ennobling and profitable 
to himself, better calculated to inform, enrich, and 
beatify mankind ? f 

Now, instead of horses, let us substitute the gerwa 
homo , laying aside all predilections; and, if possible, 
let us imagine the student of anthropology to belong 
to quite another genus than the subject of his re¬ 
search. He would have, in the fourteen hundred 
ipi 1 lions of human beings now living on the earth, 
and the remains of their congeners slumbering In 
its bosom, perhaps Urn best defined group of ani¬ 
mals. Calling them a genus or a species, a* you like, 
they are so well hedged oft from all other animal 
groups that not the least embarrassment lhas ever 
disturbed the naturalist in distinguishing the an- 
thropos even from the anthropoid. No one was ever 
puzzled to tell, concerning any living thing, ^bother 
or pot it was a human being. The earth ho4 never 
yielded a bone concerning which the practical anato¬ 
mist stood in doubt whether It had been once part of • 
ahunian body. 1 

Now, I take It for granted that any Inquiry Vhat- 


ever which would be useful or entertaining respect¬ 
ing another species would be intensified In importance 
having man for its object* Indeed, there are few 
questions which naturalists are wont to propose to 
their groups which ought not to be carefully consid¬ 
ered when we are studying man. Before entering 
upon the weighing process, therefore, it may make 
our task more easy if wc consider the present scope 
of anthropology, and briefly pass in review some of 
the questions which are being propounded by an¬ 
thropologists every day. 

When did man first appear on earth, —at what 
time and in what geological horizon P 

Have all the Individuals of our race descended 
from a common human ancestry? in other words, are 
we monogenists. or polygenists? 

Where was the birthplace of humanity? 

What manner of creature was that first man in 
si>cciflc characteristics, in size, aspect, intelligence, 
and social condition? and how did he get here? 

To all such queries, Haeckel aptly gives the name 
of anthropogeny: therefore, in order to he anthropol¬ 
ogists we must be anthropogenists. 

Another set of questions relates to that stretch of 
time which lies between the pristine man, or the 
pristine condition, and the beginnings of recorded 
history. 

Have wc complete, Irrefragable evidence that our 
race has progressed from a brute-like condition, hi 
which it was devoid of all experience and appliances ? 

What application must we make of Professor 
Tylor's belief that civilization has progressed up¬ 
ward like a column of vapor, Borne parts advancing 
while other parts are being rolled downward, but, 
on the whole, ascending and expanding? 

Granting that there bos been improvement, what 
paths have bean pursued ? 

Speaking of our own peculiar province, what is the 
real import of such discoveries as those of Dr, Abbott 
and Professor Whitney in establishing the great an¬ 
tiquity and early rudeness of the American savage? 

Who were the builders of the mounds, earthworks, 
cliff-dwellings, and the stone structures of Middle 
America? 

What were the functions of these various edifices ? 

Wfiat credence is to be giveu to the early historians 
of American culture ? 

Already we have our schools of interpretation, 
such as the Bancroft school and the Morgan school. 
Where, among these opposing schemes, does the 
truth lie? 

In the administration of this science, there is oc* 
enpation for the greatest diversity of talent. The 
biologists of our time are entering into the minutest 
inspection of the life-history of each animal form. 
With enthusiasm the embryologists trace the modifi¬ 
cations of structure as they succeed one another in 
the jtohn. Before their eyes the very play of creation 
is dimly shadowed, and organic structure built up. 
They pass ihefr work on to the anatomists and physi¬ 
ologists. Now, the anthropologist must endeavor to 
comprehend the whole iu its synthesis. As Newton 
and r Laplace grasped the unity and organization of 
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the stellar world* as Humboldt gazed tipon all cre¬ 
ated things as elements of the universal cosmos, as 
Darwin first conceived tho consanguinity of all liv¬ 
ing beings and their mutual help or harm, so the an¬ 
thropologist seeks to unite all that can be known 
respecting man into a comprehensive science, and to 
study the innumerable correlations which bind the 
most Incongruous actions and thoughts together in 
harmony. 

May we gain help, in solving questions of human 
origin, by carefully observing the evolution of the 
embryo ? 

Docs a knowledge of the life history of the indi¬ 
vidual furnish a clew to the life history of the species? 

What does a comparison of the anatomy of man 
with that of the quadrumana say respecting the gene¬ 
alogy of the specks ? 

What are the proper methods and instruments of 
anthropometry, — observing the growth of children, 
the dimensions, angles, and curves of the cranium, 
the diversity and size of the brain according to age 
and sex and race, the weight of the body, the color of 
the skin, hair, and eyes, the muscular movements, the 
development of faculties, longevity, fecundity, plas¬ 
ticity under change of environment, and vigor? and 
what are the legitimate inferences to be drawn from 
such investigations? 

Finally, by what devices can the multitudinous 
correlations of structure and function in the human 
body find expression in graphic methods? 

Another set of observers must now be brought into 
this great laboratory. We have to deal with a group 
of animals in which intelligence has manifested itself 
to such a degree as to dominate all other functions. 
Teleological inquiries can be no longer excluded. 
Hitherto the application of scientific methods to the 
mind has required that we should be satisfied with 
sensuous results of thought, and forbidden us to In¬ 
quire Into the nature of the mind itself. Now, we are 
met at the outset with this puzzling question: frihall 
consciousness or Introspection be admitted as an in¬ 
strument of observation? 

How are we to record its dicta? and how (to bor¬ 
row a term from the astronomers) shall we eliminate 
the personal equation ? 

Or, if we are not in a position to admit introspec¬ 
tion among our tools of observation, can we not in¬ 
vent some delicate apparatus by means of which the 
strength of feeling and the inmost thoughts may be 
known and measured ? 

Does the brain generate thought as the liver gen¬ 
erates bile? 

What can science tell us concerning the existence 
of a human soul, non-material, and not susceptible 
of measurement by the standards of well-known 
forces ? 

flow does it come about that children inherit the 
traits, tendencies, and faculties of their progenitors? 

By what routes does the mind pass on its way from 
infancy to maturity? 

What use should be made of the multitudes of in¬ 
quiries prosecuted with reference to the minds of 
animals, in the study of human reason ? 


The student of anthropology frequently finds him¬ 
self in sympathy with Wordsworth, singing, —■ 

14 Our birth l» but a alo**p and a foraetthijc; 

The «ouI that risen with ua, our life’s atar, 

Hath had elsewhere its setting, 

And odmeth ftvm afar." 

If, as Mr. Spencer says, that which we inherit rep¬ 
resents the accumulated experiences of a thousand 
generations, Is it also possible to retain the conscious¬ 
ness of those experiences ? Will the sensitiveness of 
consciousness keep pace with the growth of knowl¬ 
edge, and obviate the necessity of laborious records? 
In which case we should have mental and spiritual 
atavism explained, and that universal sympathy felt 
by cultivated people for those standing on the lower 
steps of civilization. 

Now, whatever thoughts any other creature than 
ourselves may have, and leaving out the possibility of 
mechanical mind-reading in tho future, up to this 
time the only knowledge men have gained about one 
another’s thoughts has been acquired from expression. 
The expression of thought is language. Dr. Hoffman 
finds language in rock paintings and carvings; Col. 
Mallery, in gestures; Mr. Thomas, in the Maya hiero¬ 
glyphics; and the glossology, in human utterance. 
Happily for us, they are a clever set, and well up lit 
their craft. Let us bear some of the questions they 
are discussing: — 

What are all the devices employed by living crea¬ 
tures to express their thoughts, emotions, and voli¬ 
tions ? 

Which took precedence in the origin of language, 
signs, or vocal utterances? 

What is the explanation of the origin of language? 

What light does language throw upon the* origin of 
species ? 

Is the evolution of language a safe guide to the 
knowledge of the unfolding of the human miud? 

By what lines have the forms of speech progressed ? 

How far is similarity of language an evidence of 
consanguinity among peoples? 

I# there a genetic relationship between monosylla- 
blsm, polysynthetism, and Inflection? 

Wh,at credit must be given to the ear, and the In¬ 
vention of writing, In the conservation, and lines’of 
progress, of language? 

How should languages be classified ? 

Here we may leave the students of language, and 
take a new guide. Looking over the earth, we behold 
mbn divided into races or consanguineous groups, 
filled with race prejudices, and restricted by race capa¬ 
bilities. 

What are those external and anatomical character¬ 
istics which have become transmissible by inherit¬ 
ance ? tyflien and how were they fixed f Are we to 
imagine, with Pr. JtuUmann, that certain race forms 
were fixed far back In the past, just as the chemical 
elements were made irresolvable by a former state of 
matter? 

Of these heritable marks, which is the best criterion 
of ra4e, -~the skull, the color of the skin, the texture 
of the hair, language, art, social organization, or 
mythology ? or Is it certain fixed correlations of these 
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anti other characteristics ? If so, what are the laws 
of correlation and conservation in the races ? Should 
the same set of structures be depended on in each 
race 5* How many races of men are there ? and are 
these species, or varieties ? 

In what manner should the question of race enter 
into the administration of politics, economy, educa¬ 
tion, and colonization ? 

It Is Impossible to say when tills subject of race 
first became attractive to human minds. In the old¬ 
est histories and on very ancient monuments, are to 
be seen attempts to classify the families of mankind. 
In all the encyclopaedias, under the word ‘ ethnology 1 
will be found the schemes of modern writers. But, 
since the commencement of our century, the subject 
has been taken out of the hands of individuals, and 
has engrossed the attention of societies. Manuals of 
instruction have guided the voyager and the traveller 
in recording the characteristics of races. In Stan¬ 
ford’s Compendium^ based on von Hellwald, Mr. A. 
H; Keane has commenced a codification and synonymy 
of all the tribes of men. This be proposes to follow 
up with a biographical dictionary of tribes. The 
Bureau of ethnology lias collated the names, prlscan 
homes, migrations, and bibliography of all the North- 
Ameriuan Indian tribes. So that we are in a fair 
way to know something about the races of men, by 
proceeding from particulars to a general view. 

Parts!ng from man to his works, we are face to face 
with aesthetic and practical art as a unique study. 
All art relates to human desires for food, clothing, 
shelter, for activity in peace and war. for beauty, for 
social and spiritual happiness. Mr, Tyler has taught 
us to look upon art products as species that have had 
an evolution, a life history; and this was very much 
the plau of Gustav Klernm. This sort of study has 
captivated many anthropologists, and they are asking 
such questions as these: — 

Admitting that the arts have been progressive, 
what have been the lines of their elaboration ?' 

May we, by a process of elimination, trace backward 
the Ji/e history of each art, as a patent attorney or a 
chancery lawyer ? 

At what degree of workmanship may we be sure 
that flakes of flint, gashed bones, and wrought wood, 
give evidence of human handicraft ? 

When does similarity of art-forms indicate social or 
commercial contact? when, consanguinity? and when, 
merely the same grad us of culture ? 

Is degenerate art a facsimile of early, progressive 
art? 

Is it allowable %o fill up the gaps in the arts of any 
tribe by seemingly Intermediate forms from other 
tribes? 

Whence is the sense of beauty ? 

The answers which we unconsciously give to these 
queries are the major premises of our arguments re¬ 
specting the history of civilisation. < , 

By marriage in some of its forms, human brings are 
united into consanguineous groups, whose othW needs 
demand and produceother bonds of union, and widen 
the separation from other groups. With reference to 
each set Of duties in the tribe, unwritten or .written 


codes embody a system of ethics, regulating conduct 
in every particular. Farther on in their history, 
groups have relations of war ami peace, ami the ab¬ 
sorption of homogeneous and heterogeneous peoples 
into a defined area gives rise tq nationalities. 

Were men ever herded together lit promiscuity? 

What were the earliest forms of social life ? 

What were the most primitive forms of marriage in 
groups ? 

Have all the tribes of men passed through the same 
systems of consanguinity and affinity ? 

Can the highest systems of altruistic ethics be ex¬ 
plained by natural processes ? 

What are the most beneficial relations of labor to 
natural resources ? and how have the present relations 
been brought about ? 

What Is the history of tho control of the body 
politic over the individual, and of the jurisdiction of 
corporations ? and to what extent may individual free¬ 
dom be controlled without discouraging private 
ambition? 

What has been the life history of communism, 
crime, fashion, and politics? 

Is it possible to regard and define facts in sociology 
by the terms of physical science? 

Again, these human beings spend a great portion 
of their time acting and speaking as if other eyes 
and ears than those of mortals were cognizant of 
them. In the darkest nights, at the rising sun, 
throughout the day, at certain seasons of the year, 
this unteen world is involved. In groves, in caverns, 
in estufaa, or in costly temples, It is all the same; 
praises, petitions, and offerings confront the inscru¬ 
table power that can work men weal or woe. 

How did man come to believe In the animation of 
things, fetiches, the wanderings of ghost-souls, spirits 
benevolent and malignant, the gods of classic myth¬ 
ology, and the Great Father of all ? 

What are the first conceptions of children respect¬ 
ing such things? and will these guide us aright to 
the childhood of faith? 

Has the history of mythology run parallel with tho 
history of material and intellectual progress ? 

How may we divest ourselves of the personal 
equation, and learn the true psychology of savage 
worship ? 

Is Dr. Brlnton right In applying the rules of inter- 
pretration adopted for Aryan mythology to American 
Indian myths, and In assuming that their crude 
stories are disguised deifications of the phenomena 
and powers of nature ? 

Finally, as men wander about the oarlb, and certain 
families are to be found chiefly In certain localities, 
so Is it with races. Longevity, fecundity, and vigor 
are influenced by such came* as height above the 
sea-level, purity of the atmosphere, amount and dis¬ 
tribution of heat, moisture, winds, fertility of the 
soil, and proximities, whether they be vegetal, animal, 
or human, whether they be beneficial or injurious. 

By what subtle chemistries of the things around 
us, by what exposures in this terrestrial camera, come 
to pas* the various hues of the skin and hair and 
eyes, the long skull and the short skull, the long face 
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and the broad face, and the fixed compounds called 
natural characteristics ? 

By what processes of selection and adaptation has 
this cosmopolitan species come to occupy the whole 
earth, Its genial cllmea, its frozen areas, and Its fever- 
cursed tropics ? 

Is it possible to control these phenomena, or to 
adjust the human machine so as to anticipate and 
assist nature, to expedite natural selection and the 
stirvival of the fittest? or even to subdue nature, and 
decide for her what shall be the fittest to survive? 

From this hasty survey of the scope of anthro¬ 
pology, we return to inquire what benefit the world 
derives from the cultivation of this science. 

I answer, firstly, that every study is improved by 
study. All things become clearer to him who steadily 
fixes his gaze upon them. The sciences all began 
with vain speculations,—astronomy with astrology, 
chemistry with alchemy, geology with cosmogonies, 
biology with nature-worship, and theology with myth¬ 
ology. Long before the word ‘anthropology’ was 
employed in Its present acceptation, Alexander Pope 
wrote, “ The proper study of mankind is man.” 
But, millenniums before his day, mankind studied 
mankind by the light of their time. The study of 
man U no new thing, therefore, # Now, since human 
thought has run, and will continue to run, in that 
direction, it becomes our privilege to rejoice that the 
stream has in these last days run wider and deeper 
and clearer. The proper study of mankind is the 
scientific study of man, the multiplication of rigor¬ 
ously exact observations, the collection of thousands 
oi well-authenticated specimens, the classification 
of both observations and specimens on rational bases, 
an I the limitation of our conclusions to the extension 
of our premises. Some of my hearers have worked 
systematically and patiently for years at American 
archeology, or the anthropology of the modern In¬ 
diana ; and you rejoice with me to-day that our 
science has at last attained dignity and respect 
With profound veneration I mention the names of 
Hildreth, Atwater, Stephens, Gibbs, Schoolcraft, 
Morton, Gallatin, Wyman, Squler, and Davis: with 
what buoyant hope they looked forward to thin day, 
and with what exquisite pleasure must such living 
witnesses of the beginning as Horatio Hale, Col. 
Whittlesey, Dr. Jones, and Mr. Hempstead now con¬ 
template the progress of solid work! The Smith¬ 
sonian institution will have to republish Shuler and 
Davis, with many additions and corrections by Dr. 
Bau; the Bureau of ethnology will antiquate School¬ 
craft and Gallatin and Gibbs; Morton’s and Wyman’s 
work will be entirely siisperseded by that of the Pea¬ 
body museum and the Army medical museum. The 
Archaeological institute of America will throw new 
light upon the researches of Stephens; and Mr. H. II. 
Bancroft will make it entirely unnecessary to wade 
through thousands of pages of ancient Spanish 
literature. Therefore the first and most beneficial 
result of modeni anthropology has been the direction 
of an immense amount of rambling and disorganized 
labor into systematic and rational employment. 
This clearing of rubbish, correction of misconcep¬ 


tions, cultivation of a modest spirit, willingness to 
abide the result, multiplication of materials, refine¬ 
ment of instruments, improvement of processes, in 
a study which thousands are determined to pursue, 
must strike every thinking person as a wonderful 
reformation. 

Secondly, the value of a study must be estimated 
by its effects upon human weal. Farmers, miners, 
fishermen, lumbermen, mechanics, are slow to rec¬ 
ognize their debts to the man of science. But who 
can estimate the millions of dollars saved by such 
studies as those of Packard, Itiley, and Thomas, on 
the grasshopper, potato-beetle, and army and cotton 
worms, and the confidence engendered by the belief 
that a knowledge of the habits of these animals 
would lead to their conquest? It would take but a 
few moments to show that this argument applies 
with manifold force to the study of man himself. 

It is not enough for the good physician to know 
the nature of remedies, or the use of knives and 
diagnostic apparatus. Sad will l>e his use of these if 
lie has not familiarized himself with the structure 
of the human body in health and in disease, and, 
above all, if he has not made a correct diagnosis of 
his patient’s case. Are not all the questions asked 
in the first part of this discourse, and many others 
agitated by anthropologists, connected with human 
welfare? Do they not relate to the body, mind, and 
speech of man, to the races of mankind, their arts, 
amusements, social needs, politico) organizations, 
religion, and dispersion over the earth ? For instance, 
the French in Africa, the British In India, and our 
own citizens in malarious and fever-laden regions,— 
have they not learned from loss of treasure, ruined 
health, and the shadow of death, that there is a law 
of nature which cannot be transgressed with im¬ 
punity? 

It is the same with sociology and religion. The 
pages of history glow with the narratives of crusades 
against alleged wrongs, which were in reality cam¬ 
paigns against the sacred laws of nature. Social 
systems, which had required centuries to crystallize, 
have been shattered In the effort to bend them to 
some new order of things. Arts and industries 
planted in uncongenial soil, at great expense, have, 
brought ruin upon their patrons, who had not studied 
the Intricate laws of environment. 

What a modification of temper, for instance, has 
been wrought among Indo-Germanlc peoples by those 
studies in comparative philology which have led them 
by the hand back to their priscsu home, and demon¬ 
strated, that though they may have aggregated into 
antagonistic nationalities, and fostered inimical in¬ 
dustries, the same blood courses through their veins! 

The better knowledge of race and race peculiarities 
has revolutionized and humanized the theories of 
aborigines. The doctrine of extermination, formerly 
thought to be the only legitimate result of coloniza¬ 
tion, has become as odious as It Is illogical, 

The inductive study of mind has hardly begun; 
but how much more successfully and rapidly will 
education and the development pfthe species progress 
when the teacher and the legislator can proceed at 



SBFTEWBKB 14, 1888.] 


SCIENCE, 


363 


once from diagnosis to safe prescription, when natural 
selection ami human legislation shall co-operate in 
the more speedy survival of the fittest! The time 
seems to me to have arrived when our great anthro¬ 
pological societies and institutions should institute a 
systematic, co-operative study of psychology. 

In a land w lie re the archeologist in Ay tally off 
most of his finds by savage implements in use at his 
very door, it seems like presumption to speak to you 
of the advantages of the most careful archeological 
methods. But there is a difference between the old 
and the new archeology. There are times in the 
settlement of a new country, when every man is his 
own carpenter, smith, and physician. But how soon 
your energies have worked out of that! Mow I speak 
only of professional archeology and Hs advantages. 
Bow many mistakes of his predecessors has Mr. 
Putnam alone corrected? We have all read with 
pleasure his recent correction of Dr. Hildreth’s mis¬ 
takes about iron in the mounds. It is so with your 
archeological collections: only those gathered hi a 
scientific spirit will have any lasting value. But in 
the accumulation and preservation of such, you are 
the storm of force of the greatest value. You are 
recovering the scattered fragments of an ancient 
mosaic which will one day be reset, and its legend 
will be the lost history of prehistoric man. 

The third benefit to which (.will call your attention 
Is the opportunity which the science affords for the 
exercise of every talent, even the highest. The dif¬ 
ficulty of any problem depends upon the number or 
the degree of its unknown quantities. When facts 
were few, and the data of the science wero beclouded 
with many sources of error, no wonder that men of 
logical minds left these Investigations to those of a 
more Imaginative disposition. Their crude, prelim¬ 
inary efforts have given place to organized work, 
directed by men of the greatest executive ability, 
assisted by skilful specialists, and endowed both by 
private munificence and by public appropriation. 
Not to go beyond the limits of our own country, we 
all point with pride to the Peabody museum, the 
Archaeological institute of America, the American 
antiquarian society, the museums of New York city 
and of Philadelphia, the Smithsonian Institution, 
National museum, Bureau of ethnology, Army 
medical museum, and the Anthropological society at 
Washington, the academies of Cincinnati, St. Louis, 
and Davenport, and the historical societies of many 
of our states, including the Minnesota collections. 

Now, the special merit of such great centralization 
of resources is that everybody can study something. 
It is possible for every craft and profession thus to 
prosecute its researches and to m«jke its contributions. 
During the past winter, papers were read before the 
Anthropological society at Washington by compara¬ 
tive anatomists, biologists, archeologists, geologists, 
physicians, paleographers, sign-linguists, philolo¬ 
gists, patent-examiners, artists, statisticians, sociol¬ 
ogists, clergymen, metaphysicians, and ethnogra¬ 
phers* And this does not exhaust the scheme. 
Mothers, school-teachers, those in charge of the 
Insane, the criminal, and the defective classes, law¬ 


yers, mechanics, musicians, philanthropists, legis¬ 
lators, may all contribute to this science some handi¬ 
work which will help to make the pile complete. To 
be still more personal, permit me to say to each one 
before me, that there is anthropological work which 
your peculiar occupation fits you to do better than 
any one else on earth. For example, a distinguished 
ornithologist, Mr. Henshaw, has recently identified 
all the birds in the well-known mound-pipes. An 
artist, Mr, Holmes, has succeeded in bringing order 
out of confusion hi the shell ornaments of the 
mounds. A patent-examiner, Mr. Seely, traces back¬ 
ward aboriginal art. A general in the British army, 
Pitt-Rivers, worked out the history of the elaboration 
of the implements of war. An educator, Mr. Peck- 
ham, Has recently given us the result of a laborious 
investigation on the growth of children. The geolo¬ 
gists must interpret for us the significance of our 
discoveries in the drift. Where can I stop? I will 
boldly avow that the day of tyros is gone. There is 
a great multitude of collectors throughout our states 
who will have to go to school to Professor Putnam, 
or Dr, Ran, or Dr. Thomas, before they will have 
the faintest conception of the significance of their 
treasures. 

The Inevitable result of special research is general¬ 
ization. Kepler, Ndwton, Count Rumford, Kirchhoff, 
Bunsen, and Darwin, are names that stand for these 
processes in material science. To Herbert Spencer 
we are indebted for the first effort in this direction 
respecting human phenomena, and ids work will be 
revised and corrected by those who will approach 
the task with better Instruments and more reliable 
material. 

In this heaving mass of humanity, returning into 
itself ever with vast gulf-streams and eddies, each act¬ 
uated by its special forces, there is, after all, orderly 
motion. We discover that our little circle la part of 
a greater circle, and for a moment the mind is satis¬ 
fied in the contemplation of this wider truth. Recov¬ 
ering, and renewing our investigation, the fact is 
reached, that this and its congeneric circles are part 
of a greater movement more complicated and per- 
plexiug. By the pursuit of this wider knowledge the 
intellect is strengthened, and thereby Is brought about 
the natural selection of the mind. While many tire, 
or are unable to comprehend the situation, others 
press on, and grow strong by the effort. 

The last advantage of which my time will allow 
me to speak is the assistance which such studies 
render to philanthropy and legislation. 

Standing on the deck of a steamer, and looking at 
the land left behind, we seem to be but a mile or two 
away* We are surprised with the information, that 
what seems so near is many miles distant. It Is so 
with human history. In our childhood we believed 
that the first man walked the earth only a few cen¬ 
turies ago. AH the events known to us then could 
easily have occurred In that brief period. The In¬ 
crease of knowledge expands the boundaries of time, 
aridthe origin of man Is now lost In the mists of the 
past. Could any thing fill our minds with greater 
love for our race than the magnificent struggle they 
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hive made in these millenniums? At the other end 
of the journey wo were no better than brutes, and 
now we look out upon the cosmos as something 
reasonably comprehended. 

If ‘pity for a horse o'er-driven’ Alls the heart of 
the poet, with what tenderness should we look upon 
the savage races, and remember that the whole family 
of man has stopped, some time or other, at that way¬ 
side inn! Each aberrant form, abnormality, criminal, 
dwarf, and giant shows the by-paths of human growth 
Into which our life-stuff may have wandered. The 
arrow is the parent of the cannon-ball ; the stone or 
bone spear-point, of the bayonet; the flint chip, of all 
edged tools ; the cave-man, of the French Havant; 
the hut, of the palace ; the tattoo, of regalia ; the 
gorget, of the crown jewels ; the cjulpo and plcto- 
graph, of the printed book ; promiscuous concubin¬ 
age, of holy wedlock ; the hunting-party, of society ; 
the clan, of the state ; the fetich, of the pantheon ; and 
universal animism, of universal causation. Instead 
of our ancestral belief in a tree with roots in the 
earth and branches in heaven, our tree has its roots 
in the past, and is ever putting forth leaves and 
flowers in a brighter present. 

All sciences are retrospective. The astronomer, 
the physicist, the biologist, And the bases of their 
prophecies in the past history of the universe. The 
btatesman, if he be wise, will imitate their example, 
and feel secure of his legislation for the future only 
so far as it is founded upon an intimate knowledge 
of the past. 

The value of this study to philanthropy is easily 
shown. With w hat admiration do we read of the devo¬ 
tion of those missionaries who have suffered the lo*s 
of all things in their propagandist zeal! Science has 
her missionaries as welt as religion, and the scientific 
study of peoples has notably modified the methods of 
the Christian missionary. The conviction that savage 
races are in possession of our family records, that 
they are our elder kindred, wrinkled and weather¬ 
beaten mayhap, but yet worthy of our highest re¬ 
spect, has revolutionized men’s thoughts and feelings 
respecting them. The Bureau of ethnology has its 
missionaries among many of the tribes in our domain, 
no longer bent on their destruction, but treating them 
with the greatest consideration, in order to win their 
confidence, to get down to their level, to think their 
thoughts, to charm from them the sibylline secrets. 
It sounds something like the old Jesuit relations, to 
hear of Mr. Cushing at Zufit, eating vile food, wear¬ 
ing savage costume, worshipping nature-gods, subject¬ 
ing himself to long fastings and vigils, committing to 
memory dreary rituals, standing between disarmed 
Indians and their white enemies on every hand, In 
order to save their contributions to the early history 
of mankind. You will recall the fact, that an honor¬ 
able senator more than a year ago offered, as an ar¬ 
gument against sudden disruption of tribal affinities, 
an elaborate scheme of the Wyandotte confederacy. 
Max Muller says, “ He who knows little of those who 
preceded him is likely to care little for those that 
come after. Life would be to him a chain of sand, 
while it ought to be a kind of electric chain that 


makes our hearts vibrate with the most ancient 
thoughts of the past as well as the most distant hope 
of the future.” 

In the study of this anthropo*cosmos, as in other 
studies, we are brought face to face with the Inscru¬ 
table. In these voyages of discovery we have no right 
to expect that we shall ever find a passage to the ulti¬ 
mate truth. As with the child, so with the man; as 
with the individual, so with the race; as in the 
past, so in the present and the future, — the solution of 
one problem only prepares the way for many far more 
complicated. With all our sciences comes the con¬ 
sciousness of new ignorances. There is more known 
to be unknown now than when wise men knew that 
they did not understand many things well known to 
us. 80 will It ever be. Just about one hundred years 
ago, Peter Clamper’s measurements of the facial angle, 
with a few observations on height and weight, were 
thought to be all that anthropometry could furnish 
to the natural history of man. In 1881 Paul Broca 
laid down for the skull and the encephalon more than 
one hundred and fifty measurements; and the Ger¬ 
mans go beyond that. Think you, the weighing and 
measuring will stop at these? Wo are just on the 
threshold of applying experienced training and in¬ 
struments of precision to the study of man. Exam¬ 
ine, if you please, the circulars for information issued 
by the old Paris ethnological society, Albert Gallatin, 
Lopsius, Max Muller, and the Smithsonian institu¬ 
tion, with those published for the Novara expedition, 
by the British association, K&ltbrtinner, Hoberts, the 
new Paris society, or Major Powell, and you will 
have ocular evidence of the advance of anthropology. 

But there is no Ultima Thule In science. No ques¬ 
tion propounded to nature will ever be answered. I 
can imagine the night of despair that would settle 
around any one of my hearers when he had reached 
the consciousness of having gathered the whole har¬ 
vest of truth. On the. other hand, I am sorry to hear 
any of our great thinkers uttering the words igno¬ 
ramus H Ujnorainmu* as a wail of despair. They 
should be to all the sweet voice of hope. They do 
not mean that we know nothing, or that we shall 
ever remain totally ignorant. Fresh, vigorous, buoy¬ 
ant, science feels itself to be on a pleasant journey, 
whose destination may remain unknown, but every 
mile of who*e progress unfolds new vistas of beauty 
and variety in nature, each transcending the other. 

I congratulate you, dear friends, that the American 
association has delegated to you such an important 
trust. The illustrious names to be found among our 
members and fellows are a sufficient guaranty that 
you have lighted your torches, and that our science 
will not be a laggard in this grand march. Professor 
Henry said, in 1859, “The statement cannot be too 
often repeated, that each branch of knowledge Is con¬ 
nected with every other, and that no light can be 
gained in regard to one which is not reflected upon 
all ” (Smith, rep,, 1859, p, 15), We may go farther, 
and say, that, whenever any marked generalization is 
made in any science, all other sciences proceed at 
once to put themselves !n line with the new order. 
It Is the duty of the anthropologists, therefore, hot 
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only to rejoice in the growing light of chemistry and 
biology, but, quickened by their warmth, to put forth 
new life and vigor, and to apply to their investiga¬ 
tions the most refined in strum on tali ties and the 
most subtle Lhouglit; believing with Lord Lytton that 
man is a subject of far nobler contemplation, of far 
more glowing hope, of a far purer and loftier vein of 
sentiment, tlrnn all the ‘floods and fells’ in the uni¬ 
verse. 

PATERS READ BEFORE SECTION H. 

(MOUNDS AND MOUND-BUILDERS.) 

The great mounda of Cahokia. 

BY WILLIAM M<;AT)AM8 OF ALTON, ILL. 

Tiik mounds referred to are in the locality known 
as the ‘ American bottom.’ The region so called is 
a strip of alluvial land in the state of Illinois, lying 
between the blujff and the Mississippi river, and ex¬ 
tending from the city of Alton to a point below the 
city of East St. Louis. A map of the locality, show¬ 
ing the places and dimensions of the mounds, was 
exhibited before the section. The mounds are over 
two hundred in number, ami are the largest in the 
United Slates. A group of seventy-two mounds on 
the Cahokia creek was specially considered. The 
central mound of the group is the largest: it is a 
hundred feet high, and covers fourteen acres of 
ground. It is a truncated pyramid with two terraces: 
its flat top has an area of one and a half acres. The 
surrounding mounds are thirty to forty feet high: 
they are square, in this respect differing from the 
Conical mounds of Ohio. The mounds on the bluff 
seem to be of a different order, being only four or 
five feet high, and round or oval. Unquestionably 
the mounds of the Cahokia .valley are artificial, being 
made of black alluvial earth, entirely different from 
the ground on which they rest. 

The author accounted for the fact that there were 
few mounds on the banks of the Mississippi river, by 
supposing that the mound-builders were afraid of 
their enemies beyond the stream. 

Numbers of relics have been found in the Cahokia 
mounds, mostly of flint, some of them eighteen 
inches long. The finest is a white flint axe, which 
is of a smoothness and polish like Ivory, In reply 
to an inquiry, the author stated that there had been 
considerable alluvial deposit formed since the mounds 
were built The subsoil is a yellow clay loam: under 
the mounds is a floor of white sand. 

In discussing the paper, Gov. Bros* stated that he 
had discovered, on the top of the only round mound 
of the group*, a large flat stone, which he thought 
might have been used for sacrificial purposes. A 
skeleton had been found, of a man more than six feet 
high: the whole series of mounds gate evidence of 
the energy and industry the men of that time Had 
possessed. Dr. Hoy stfld that there was in Africa a 
mere bird that threw up a mound fifteen feet high, 
m that these men might not have been even large. 
Mr. Putnam expressed the opinion that the mounds 


were simply a site for a town, and not a worshipping- 
place. Mr. McAdams Baid he had been led to believe 
they were places of worship, by Die use of just such 
mounds for places of worship in Mexico, their sun- 
worship being their government. There are few, if 
any, evidences of habitation. 

Metrloal standard of the monnd-buildere, by 
the method of even divisors. 

>r 

BY CHARLES WHITTLES BY OF CLEVELAND, O. 

In the absence of the author* an abstract of the 
paper was read by the secretary of the section. An 
endeavor was made, by the method named, to ascer¬ 
tain the standard of linear measurement which was 
used by the mound-builders, It Is supposed that 
they, in common with other early races, used the 
length of some part of the human body as a linear 
unit. Several theories of the kind were tested math¬ 
ematically, but, thus far, with only negative results. 

The mound-builders identified. 

BY JOHN CAMPBELL OF MONTREAL, CAN. 

Tin8 paper was read by the secretary of the section, 
in the absence of the author. 

It was a pains-taking attempt to trace the origin 
of the mound-builders in the eastern hemisphere, 
chiefly ■ by means of a comparison of ancient lan¬ 
guages along the line of a supposed route. The line 
of similarity was believed to indicate that the origi¬ 
nal people were Khitan or Khitos, Kathael, Katei, 
Kbilon, or Cllem; and that they had made their way 
across Europe and northern Asia to Alaska, and 
thence to the United States, down the Mississippi 
valley, to Mexico. 

Professor Mason, the president of the section, ex¬ 
pressed the opinion that Professor Campbell was on 
the wrong track, while complimenting him upon his 
exceeding zeal and patience in his research. Pro¬ 
fessor Mason consoled himself, however, with the 
thought that the author had so thoroughly ex¬ 
hausted the subject that no one would ever attempt 
a similar experiment. Mr. D. A. Robertson of St. 
Paul differed from the president, and expressed the 
opinion that Professor Campbell was on the right 
track, and that the migration of the mound-builders 
would be traced from Siberia, or by the European 
isles, and, if not In one migration, in several. 

Typical shapes among the emblematic 
mounds. 

* BY 8. I). FEET OF CLINTON, W1S. 

By means of diagrams, the author exhibited the 
ground-outlines of different mounds which he had 
surveyed in Wisconsin, which showed tha-t they had 
been made in the form of animals, in different pos¬ 
tures. There were flying geese, eagles, jack-rabbits, 
panthers in the act of jumping upon their prey. 
Many of the supposed effigies were of great size, 
the tail of one squirrel having a length of three 
hundred feet. One of the motmds was in the shape 
of an elephant, with a very pronounced trunk. 
Tty* mound, however, is now destroyed; and the 
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only authority for Us existence is that of a man 
now dead. There were mounds, also, in the shape 
of water-animals, such as turtles, crawfish, etc. HU 
theory of these mounds was, that the animals were 
supposed to be scattered about to guard the central 
sacrifice or altar mound. He was led to this belief 
by observing that the altar mounds are nearly always 
altaated on high ground, overlooking a river, while 
the emblematic mounds are so disposed around the 
altar mounds, as to suggest the notion of guarding 
the latter. 

Personal observations of the Missouri mounds 
from Omaha to St Louis. 

B r K. P. WEST. 

In the absence of the author, the paper was read 
by Dr. Case of Kansas City. 

Observations Mere given with some detail, by which 
it appears that the Missouri mounds are built on the 
lower bluffs or terraces. The author sbowft also 
that these mounds must have been coeval with the 
loess deposits. He says we have reason to believe 
that the occupancy of the mound-builders was 
prior to the subsidence of the Missouri river and 
Kansas lakes, and that it was not continued long 
thereafter. It must have begun previous to the 
subsidence, since the remains and implements of 
this people are found in the undisturbed primitive 
deposits. Their ingress was probably from the south, 
and extended northward after the close of the glacial 
period. Turning north ward after the close of the 
Ice reign, they found the warm waters of tho Cham¬ 
plain lakes filled with fish, inviting an occupancy 
along their hospitable shores. Here they erected 
their abodes, and drew their principal food-supply 
from the lakes. In time, owing to geological changes, 
the lakes were drained. The conditions for existence 
being altered, the lake-dwellers either suffered ex¬ 
tinction, or were forced to change their mode of life. 
Their distinctive characteristics, at any rate, ceased 
long before the European touched foot on this con¬ 
tinent. We have no means of knowing whether they 
were exterminated by neighboring nomadic tribes, 
or became themselves nomadic In their habits. 

Game-drives among the emblematic mounds. 

BY S, I>. PEKT OF CLINTON, WIS. 

Indian mounds are divided by the author into five 
classes;as follows; 1. Emblematic, and built by hunt¬ 
ers who worshipped animals. 2, Burial-mounds: 
this class mostly prevails in Michigan, Illinois, and 
Minnesota. 3. Mounds which are probably the re¬ 
mains of the stockades of an agricultural people. 
4. Village mounds,—the remains of villages, and 
their high places for worship. 5. The peculiar 
mounds of the Pueblos and Aztecs, 

The first of these classes was the special subject of 
the paper. The author's theory is, that the emblem¬ 
atic mounds, having the form of the animals hunted, 
served a useful, as well as a religious, purpose. He 
regards them as having been employed by the hunt¬ 
ers as screens from behind which to shoot the ani¬ 


mals which would pass along the game-drives between 
the mounds. Diagrams and charts were used to Illus¬ 
trate the theory. 

(OTHER ANTHROPOLOGICAL PAPERS.) 

In-door games of the Japanese. 

BY E. 6, MOUSE 0F SALEM, MASS. 

In introducing this subject, Mr. Morse said that 
there are curious affiliations between the Japanese 
and the American Indians, which may some time 
show a connection by family ties. Among the sim¬ 
ple in-door games of the Japanese are some that are 
played with balls, jackstones, and cat's-cradle; but 
all these are more elaborate than with us, and the 
catVcradle goes through a far greater variety of 
changes. The author believes that the greater intri¬ 
cacy of Japanese simple games is due to the fact 
that older people take more interest in them. Among 
these games, there is one similar to * Simon says 
thumbs up;' there are tricks with the hands, much 
like our own; and there are numerous games of strik¬ 
ing hands, which appear easy, but require much prac¬ 
tice to acquire adroitness. There are many games 
that test strength or endurance; among them are 
some in which ears and noses are pulled, and others 
where the competitors each hop on one foot, and try 
to push their rivals over. 

They have a more elaborate game of checkers than 
ours. The pieces are placed on intersections instead 
of on squares. It frequently takes a month to play 
one game, and the players often deliberate over a 
move for an hour or two. Experts in the game 
acquire a wide reputation. Japanese chess is prob¬ 
ably the most intricate game in the world. The 
board has 81 squares, and 20 pieces are used, which 
have moveef somewhat like our own, though none are 
exactly similar. The pieces change in grade when 
they arrive at a certain position on the board. The 
strangest feature of the game is, that cither player 
can take any piece which has been captured from 
lilm, replace It on the board, and use it against his 
adversary. This makes the game utterly bewilder¬ 
ing to a foreigner. 

The Japanese have no games with spotted and 
court cards like ours; but they have a card game of 
‘authors,* which compels players to cap verses of 
classic poetry. Mr. Morse was delighted to find this 
intellectual amusement a favorite with the Japanese; 
and he hopes they will never substitute for It our 
inferior struggles In seven-up, whist, and euchre. 

Idle among the Mohawks In the Catholic mis¬ 
sions of Quebec province, 

BV EBMINKIE A. SMITH OF JKS8EY CITY, N.J. 

The paper was an Interesting account of the In¬ 
dians brought under ltoraan-C*tholtc influence by 
missionary labors continued through many genera¬ 
tions. These Indians regard their priests as temporal 
directors as well as spiritual fathers." The manners 
and customs of the Indians were described, and some 
account was given of the studies of the author in the 
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Indian dialects of the province; noting, especially, 
the more ctuious peculiarities of the language, the 
dialectic differences of the tribes, and the modes in 
which such changes have been effected. 

The principal occupation of the men is that of 
boatmen on the St. Lawrence, though the bead-work 
goods of the tribe are sold everywhere. The speaker 
detailed her exciting experience in shooting the rapids 
of the St. Lawrence, on a raft, under the skilful 
charge of these Indian boatmen. Many of the laws 
of the old aboriginal Mohawks are forgotten by the 
tribe described. The significance of Some of the 
wampum-belts was outlined; and the speaker recited 
the legend of the old bell in the chapel, closing with 
a tribute to the zeal and the results of the labors of 
the old Catholic priests who have worked so long 
among these Indians. 

An exhibition was made, in connection with the 
reading of the paper, of wampum-belts, drawings of 
ornaments, nlid the work of the earlier priests, in¬ 
cluding some literature. 

Observations on the laws and privileges of 
the gene in Indian society. 

BT ALICE C, FLETCHER OF NEW YORK. 

This j»aper was read by the secretary of the sec¬ 
tion, in the absence of the author. 

An elucidation of the customs and circumstances 
under which the gens system In Indian tribes super¬ 
sedes parental ties, was the chief feature of this 
paper. The author had an excellent opportunity for 
observations of this character, during the work of 
placing the Omaha tribe of Indians upon their lauds 
in severalty, and while adjusting the line of descent 
and Inheritance according to our laws. 

'* A child who has lost its father or mother is con¬ 
sidered an orphan. Its particular place is gone, and 
It passes Into the gens." Beyond the foregoing state¬ 
ment, the paper does not make it quite clear, whether, 
in case of the death of the mother only, the child 
remains somewhat under direction of the father, or Is 
wholly assigned to a family of the father's relatives. 

But as to the results when the father dies, leaving 
offspring, the paper is quite explicit. In that case, 
the mother loses all maternal rights. Each child, 
unless of very tender age, will be separated from the 
mother, and will go into the family of some one of 
the father's relatives. It may thereafter be claimed 
as hts own child by the male head of the family to 
which it has been allotted. This separation of her 
children from a widow is permanent. She usually 
marries again, and In that event is not burdened 
with her offspring by previous husband or husbands ; 
but if she should remain unmarried, she would be 
expected to work for the family that has adopted her 
children, rather than for the children themselves. 
If She dies when her children are young, it is proba¬ 
ble, that, at maturity, they will have forgotten even 
her name. 

The women are hot wanting in affection for the 
children of whom they are bereft; but the separation 
is looked upon as a matter of course, none of the 


Interested parties regarding It as a grievance, or even 
a hardship. It surprises an Indian to have the pro¬ 
priety of this arrangement questioned. No point of 
our law of inheritance is so difficult for him to under¬ 
stand, as that which binds together the child and the 
surviving patent, 

Toung men whose mothers are of the same gens 
are accounted brothers to each other, and the broth¬ 
ers of the mothers are uncles. Between these uncles 
and the nephews and neices, there Is an easy famil¬ 
iarity, not unlike that of parents and children. 

The author has observed a decided lack of family 
likeness among Indians. This observation applies, 
however, to entire families, which include cousins, 
aunts, and uncles; a striking resemblance between 
parents and children being not unusual. 

The Indian maybe ‘the stoic of the woods;' but 
he Is neither averse to pleasantry, nor deficient in 
sensitiveness of a certain kind. He delights in chaff¬ 
ing his fellow Indian; and dreads, more than aught 
else, being made a laughing-stock. 

Symbolio earth formations. 

BY ALICE C. FLETCHER OF NEW YORK. 

Thib paper was read by the secretary of the section, 
in the absence of the author. 

By the foregoing title, the author refers to certain 
heaps of earth which are piled up with care and 
formality during religious ceremonies of Indian tribes. 
MUs Fletcher has in previous papers described the 
preparation of these little mounds among the Sioux, 
where it formed part of every religious ceremony she 
witnessed. The present paper described this prac¬ 
tice among the Wlnnebagoes in the 4 buffalo-dance,' 
which Is given by them four times In May and early 
June. The Wlnnebagoos, the author says, are ad¬ 
mitted to be one of the older branches of the great 
family to which their tribe belongs. Their antiquity 
is shown by the construction of their language, by 
finding many religious ceremonies of different tribes 
referred to the Winnebagoes, and by Winnebago 
Words used by other tribes in connection with reli¬ 
gious ritual. 

The buffalo-dance was described in detail. As the 
dancers enter, each woman brings in a handful of 
fine earth, and deposits it, so that two small mounds 
are raised midway between the eastern entrance and 
a fire which is about fifteen feet from the entrance. 
The mounds thus formed are truncated coties; and 
an old Indian said to Miss Fletcher, “That is the 
way alt mounds were built; that Is why we build so 
for the buffalo." The mounds were about four inches 
high, and not far from eighteen inches in diameter. 
When the mounds were completed, the head-gear of 
the four male dancers was placed upon them, consist¬ 
ing of claws, tails, and other trophies of the chase. 
The men imitate the buffalo in his wild tramping 
and roaring. The women follow in single file, each 
wlthher feet nearly straight and her heels together, 
propelling herself by a jerk of the body, or a kind of 
hop. The appearance of the entire line of female 
dancers is suggestive of the undulating movement of 
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a herd of buffaloes* The track left by the women’s 
feet U a regular pattern like a close-leaved vine, each 
woptan hopping exactly into her predecessor’s foot¬ 
steps, 

The hre before referred to is built east of the cen¬ 
tre of the tent, and contains four logs placed with 
their inner ends joining, and their outer ends toward 
the points of the compass. During the initiation of 
ft candidato, at a certain point in the ceremony when 
he has fallen dead to the old life, and is raised to the 
new, the four logs are taken away, and the ashes are 
heaped in a sharply conical mound. 

The essayist also described one of the sacred rest¬ 
ing-places for spirits on the bluffs of the Missouri 
river. Such places are at intervals about fifty miles 
apart. They are cleared and cleaned by sacred hands 
every year. The place contained a depression in the 
ground, of circular form except as to an extension of 
the outline In an elongation or entrance exactly point¬ 
ing to the east. The depression is just one foot in 
circumference, and about six inches deep. An ad¬ 
joining tree, now partly blown down, has the reputa¬ 
tion among Indians of being haunted by spirits. The 
author hoped that other observers would be able to 
trace the probable connection between these observ¬ 
ances and the building of the larger mounds. 

Osage war customs. 

BY J. O. noUSJCV OF WASHINGTON, I>.C. 

Tbbj paper was read by the president of the sec¬ 
tion, in the absence of the author. 

lly means of an illustration the preparations were 
shown which the tribe makes for a war-march, the 
order followed being thatpf rank in the tribe. The 
paper described the tactics by which the Osages camp 
in a circle, the war-men on one side, and the non- 
combatants on the other. The road travelled by the 
Indians forms the line down through the centre of 
the camp, and the division-line* The great war-tent 
is placed with the rear to the west, the place of honor 
being at the east. The author detailed at consid¬ 
erable length, with the aid of illustrated charts, the 
method of selecting the forces, and the ceremo¬ 
nial preparatory .to war, the decoration of the Kean 
Woctake, or Cheezhoe peacemaker, the form of the 
dance around the village, the nature of the moving 
dance, the order of march from home by twos four 
abreast. Marriage ceremonials and funeral rites 
were also described and explained In detail. A 
marked feature of this paper was ips use of draw¬ 
ings iihHtrating the grouping of participants in 
ceremonies. 

The Charnay collection at Washington. 

BY O. T. M A.SOX OF WASHINGTON, B.C. 

The collection referred to contains the material 
obtained by the Charnay expedition to Mexico and 
Central America. The expenses of the expedition 
were defrayed by Mr. Pierre Loriilard. -The author 
of the papar called attention to the fact that Mr. Lor- 
illard was not himself proficient in any branch of 


science. The success of the expedition showed how 
a gentleman of fortune might render valuable service 
to the cause of science, although not specially con¬ 
versant with .scientific lore. 

In this expedition, a point Was made by obtaining, 
as far as passible, casts (in plaster strengthened with 
tow) of the objects of antiquity. By means of these 
casts, the drawings of tills and other exploring expe¬ 
ditions can be verified and corrected. Great success 
was attained, as to casts from Jittle-known and almost 
inaccessible ruins; and many new objects of beauty 
and curiosity were brought to light, among them a 
large number of interesting reliefs and statues. The 
casts wilt be preserved in the museum at Washing¬ 
ton, and in duplicate at the Trocaddro museum in 
Baris. Numerous photographs and drawings were 
obtained; and measures have been taken, under the 
auspices of the Smithsonian institution, to reproduce 
several of the more Important ruins by correctly 
arranging the casts In position with suitable acces¬ 
sories. Good success has already been attained, both 
In making restorations of ancient te hi pies and other 
ruins, and in correcting recorded measurements and 
drawings. 

The correspondence between the prehistoric 

map of North America and the system of 

social development 

BY B. D» BEET OF CI.INTON, WI8. 

In introductory remarks, the author claimed that 
the American continent was peculiarly favorable for 
the study of primitive life. The isolation of the 
continent, and the freedom from historical impres¬ 
sions, had contributed to a unique development. 
There is no trace of a Homeric age. The symbolism 
and mythology are homogeneous. In the eastern 
hemisphere, we have mountain ranges running east 
and west, which divided races: here we find liitle 
trace of such divisions, and the people were to be 
regarded as a unit. 

The theory of the author was, that the develop¬ 
ment of the Norfch-American aborigines depended 
upon their surroundings. Dividing the development 
into three successive grades of savagery, barbarism, 
end civilization, he found these in successive paral¬ 
lels from colder to warmer ell mates. The isothermal 
lines of this continent do not follow parallels of 
latitude; and due allowance must be made for their 
deflections to the north and south, in considering 
the effect of climate upon development. The author 
differed from Mr. Morgan on certain points* The 
production of pottery Js not so certain an evidence 
of emergence from barbarism as is the pursuit of 
agriculture. White Mr. Morgan regarded the devel¬ 
opment of village-life as a distinguishing feature, 
Dr, Beet had found traces of village-life everywhere 
among the aborigines. 

In respect to the origin of the American races, the 
author believed that some aboriginal tribes Came 
from the east, and others from the west, ft Is pos¬ 
sible that this diversity of descent can be detected 
by careful observation of the tribes on the Pacific 
coast. 
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The kitohena of the east. 

BY K. A. MORSE OF 6ALKM, MAAS. 

The author, during his travels in eastern Asia, had 
made some observations on the cooking-apparatus 
there in common use. The Japanese largely employ 
a mere fireplace, over which the vessels containing 
food are suspended by hooks: they have, however, 
two or three kinds of regular stoves of different 
designs. In China, stoves of a definite character are 
in use: one was found in Canton which was very 
elaborate; it was long, and had numerous openings. 
In Singapore, there appears to be only one kind of 
stove; and it is of decidedly primitive construction. 
In fact, it is little more than a rough trough filled 
with earth and sand, on which arc laid rough stones 
selected with reference to pots of various sizes; and 
the fire is built among the stones. The kitchens in 
which these constructions are found are Invariably 
very dark and dirty. In northern Java the author 
found a stove made of arched clay, as half an 
earthen pipe would be if cut through the axis of the 
cylinder. This half-cylinder is set with the open 
part down, and fire is built under its arch. Holes 
kre cut through the crown of the arch, to hold some 
of the pots, while others are merely set upon the 
surface. 

Methods of arrow release. 

BY E. S. MOUSE OF SALEM, MASS. 

The author recited the rules at present applied 
in the American system of archery; the bow being 
drawn with the right arm, the arrow being placed on 
the left side of the bow, and three fingers being used 
to hold the arrow. Among the Japanese, a different 
system prevails: the arrow is placed on the right side 
of the bow as it is held perpendicularly, and the draw¬ 
ing of the bow is performed with only the thumb 
and one finger on the shaft China, Japan, and the 
Corea ore alike in this manner of drawing the bow. 
Among Indian tribes, the methods of arrow-release 
differ very widely. In general It may be stated that 
our system of arrow-release (which the author des¬ 
ignated as the Saxon method) is substantially the 
same as that of the majority of European races, 
the modifications of the system among them not 
being Important. 

The Japauese use a glove with a heavy thumb, and 
Sometimes a heavy ring on the thumb. Mr. Morse 
exhibited the Japanese archery-glove. It has a fill¬ 
ing of wood and pitch In the thumb, which aids in 
grasping the arrow. He considered this glove the 
best of its kind* 

Qur system of three-finger release Is certainly as 
good as any other, and probably is the best. With 
this system our archers—for instance, some in 
Ohio—are able 4o outahoot any Indian, tried by all 
the usual tests. As to the methods of stringing the 
bow, the author had not been able to find much 
uniformity. A number of different modes were 
exhibited. 


Vestiges of glacial man in central Minnesota. 

BY FKANC E. BABBITT OF LITTLE FALLS, MINN. 

In the absence of the author, this paper was read 
by Mr, Upton. 

The field of the discoveries detailed in this paper 
lies on the bank of the Mississippi river, in contra! 
Minnesota, about one hundred miles north-west of St. 
Paul, and within the township and village of Little 
Falls, Morrison county. In his report for 1877, Prof. 
N, H. Winehell, state geologist of Minnesota, de¬ 
scribed certain rudely worked pieces of quartz dis¬ 
covered by him in this locality. The author of this 
paper describes a discovery of worked bits of quartz 
in a much older stratum than the one explored by 
Professor Winehell. 

Fragments of sharp, opaque quartz were found by 
the author in 1879, in a gap or notch, cut by drain¬ 
age, in an ancient river-terraco, which has an eleva¬ 
tion of twenty-five feet above the present river. The 
gap had been deepened by use as a wagon-track, 
which has latterly become a highway. Ultimately 
the source of these fragments was traced, and found 
in the form of a thin layer, situated from ten Inches 
to two feet above the point In the notch where Miss 
Babbitt began her discoveries. 

The ancient terrace consists of stratified gravel and 
sand. The layer of quartz-chips extended in a nearly 
horizontal plane into the terrace, and was partially 
broken up on the edge where the gap, with its wagon- 
road, had disturbed a portion. Both the inferior and 
superior planes of the quartz-bearing stratum were 
sharply defined : its thickness averaged a few inches, 
varying a little with the size of Included pieces. The 
quartz-bed rested upon a few inches of sandy soil, 
which passed downward into a coarse water-worn 
gravel immediately overlying till. Above the qunrlz- 
bed, stratified gravel and sand extend up to the sur¬ 
face of the terrace, which is twelve to fifteen feet 
higher than the plane of the quartz. The pebbles of 
the gravel lying directly on the quartz were small 
well-rounded, and less angular than those of the gravel 
below. These observations show that the quartz- 
chips were spread originally upon an ancient surface 
that was afterward covered deeply by the modified 
drift that forms the terrace. The quartz-chips and 
implements discovered by Dr. Winehell were in the 
upper stratum of the terrace-plain. The two sets of 
objects cannot be synchronous in deposit: between 
the periods when they were left there, an interval of 
time must have passed sufficient for the deposit of 
twelve or fifteen feet of modified drift. 

The specimens are mostly small, and very numer¬ 
ous. Among them are some of a type unknown to 
the author, of which the most finished have delicate, 
fragile edges, formed by a single thin leaf of the 
quartz prolonged beyond the mass of the object in 
a series of minute, irregular notches. The speci¬ 
mens'of different types were found in groups, each 
of its own type, in this deposit. Some are thus de¬ 
scribed: * Axe-like quartzes,’ ‘rasping-stones,’ ‘long 
prong-shaped objects,* ‘hammer-stones of different 
shapes, sharp pieces adaptable as cutting-blades, and 
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a great many sharp and long splinters.* They are 
made of many different varieties of the quartz min¬ 
eral ; but the greater part appears to have been taken 
from quartz-bearing slate in the vicinity. Numbers 
have evidently been formed from water-worn pebbles. 
Objects shaped from some special variety or tint of 
quart* were found generally together in loose groups 
of two or three to a dozen pieces. Where a piece is 
of large size, the chips surrounding It are usually 
much smaller. 

professor Henry W. Haynes of Boston, to whom a 
collection of the specimens was submitted, has writ¬ 
ten, that he believes some of them to be implements; 
mauy, chips and refuse struck off in the work; many 
are natural forms, and a few are rolled pebbles. 
Those which he thinks are implements, he supposes 
were held In the hand of the workman; masses of 
quartz were fitted for use by having most of their 
projections battered off by another stone. He be¬ 
lieves, also, that he has found traces of moss or 
leaves being used to soften the roughness of these 
implements when held in the hand. 

Hr. Warren Uph&m, assistant of the state geologi¬ 
cal survey, contributed the following statement on 
the subject, showing how man could live while the 
modified drift was deposited, and how relics of his 
work might be enclosed within that formation. He 
says, — 

“As soon as the Ice had so far retreated as to 
uncover the present valley of the Mississippi river 
In Morrison county, the deposition of the modified 
drift, constituting the terrace-plain in which are 
found the quartz cbippings, ensued, during the con¬ 
tinued retreat of the ice. It seems very probable, 
that vegetation and animals followed close upon the 
retiring Ice-border; and that even man, who lived 
near the Atlantic coast In this closing stage of the 
glacial period, as abundantly proved by recent dis¬ 
coveries in the drift-gravel near Trenton, N. J., may 
also have lived here at that time, and occupied the 
Mississippi valley directly after the Ice-sheet retired. 
While the deposition of the valley-drift at Little Falls 
was still going forward, men may have lived there, 
and left, as the remnants of their manufacture of 
stone implements, the multitude of quartz fragments 
here described. By the continued deposition of the 
modified drift, lifting the river upon the surface of 
its glacial flood-plain, these quartz-chips were deeply 
buried in that formation. The date of this valley- 
drift must be that of the retreat of the ice of the last 
glacial epoch, from whose melting were supplied both 
this sediment and the floods by which it was brought. 
The glacial flood-plain, beneath whose surface the 
quartz-fragments occur, was deposited in the same 
manner as additlonsare now made to the surface of 
the bottom-land; but the flooded condition of the 
river, by which this is done, was doubtless maintained 
through all the warm portion of the year, while the 
ice-sheet was being melted away upon the region of 
Us head waters. In spring, autumn, and winter, or, 
In exceptional years, through much of the summer, 
it seems probable that the river was confined to a 
channel, being of insufficient volume to cover its 


flood-plain. At such a time this plain seems to have 
been the site of human habitations and industry, as 
shown in this paper. After the complete disappear-' 
ance of the ice from the basin of the upper Jmtie- 
slppi, the supply of both water and sediment was 
diminished that the river, from that time till now, 
has been occupied more in erosion than in deposition, 
and has cut its channel far below the level at which 
it then flowed, excavating and carrying to the Gulf 
of Mexico a great part of its glacial flood-plain, the 
remnants of which are seen as high terraces or plains 
upon each side of the river.” 

An animated discussion followed the reading of 
Miss Babbitt’s paper. Mr. Putnam referred briefly 
to the discoveries made by Dr. Abbott in New Jersey, 
some of which are unquestionably artificial produc¬ 
tions, and prove that man resided in that regioh 
prior to the last glacial deposit, or, as some claim, 
between two glacial deposits. The discoveries made 
here seem to be of the same character as those in 
New Jersey. Their age belongs to geologists to as¬ 
certain. He considered the discovery very important, 
and the paper one of great value. Rev, Mr. Peet 
took issue with Mr. Putnam as to the value of the 
discoveries, and thought, that, if paleotiths had to 
depend npon such a shallow foundation as was fur¬ 
nished by these alleged discoveries, the matter would 
better be dropped. He thought there was absolutely 
no evidence that the specimens discovered by Miss 
Babbitt were the work of man, and was of the opinion 
that the whole theory was without any foundation 
whatever. 

A classification of the sciences. 

BY J. W. POWELL OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

This is an endeavor to classify sciences in the order 
of the evolution of phenomena, and with reference 
to complexity. The first group of science, relating 
to physics, the author divided into molecular, stellar, 
and mechanical science. In the second group, the 
biological sciences, he placed botany and zodlogy. 
In the third group, anthropology, we have pyschol- 
ogy, sociology, philology, technology, and philosophy. 
Geology Is a compound of the first group; paleon¬ 
tology, of the second. 

The following subdivisions of the third group 
were snggested: As branches of philology: 1. sign 
language: 2. spoken language; S. written language, 
Under technology; I. actlvltal; 2. regulative; 3. 
ethics. Under philosophy: 1. mythology; 2. meta¬ 
physic; 3. scientific. Technology is also either 
industrial or aesthetic. The author explained in 
further detail the reasons for this order of classifica¬ 
tion, and the relations of the members of different 
groups to each other. 

List of Other papers. 

The following additional papers were road in this 
section, some of them by title only; An ancient 
village of the emblematic mound-builders; caches 
guarded by effigies^ effigies guarding the village and 
sacrificial places uot far away; high places connected 
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with ancient villages; The religious structures com¬ 
mon to villages In prehistoric time, by 8. D. Feet. 
An abnormal human skull from a stone grave in 
Tennessee; A new stand for mounting skulls, devised 


by E. E. Chick, by F. W . Putnam, Accidents, or 
mode-signs of verbs In the Iroquois dialects; Studies 
in the Iroquois concerning the verb * to be,* and its 
substitutes, by Brminnie A, Smith, 


PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION I. — ECONOMIC SCIENCE AND STATISTICS. 


ADDRESS OF FRANKLIN B, HOUGH OF 
LOWVJLLK , TV. K., VICE-PRESIDENT OF 
THE SECTION , AUG. 16 , 188$. 


THE METHODS OF STATISTICS. 

I invite your attention to a few thoughts upon 
the method* of fltutiatics — using the term ‘statis¬ 
tics ' in its broadest sense, as a * statement of facts . 1 

The subject naturally divides itself into two dis¬ 
tinct operations, — the collection of the data from 
which information is to be obtained, and their classi¬ 
fication in a manner that shall without error, and 
with the least labor, present the results in a form 
most convenient for use. 

Commencing with the first of these, — the collec¬ 
tion of facts, — it would be needless to remark, that 
every thing depends upon the simplicity, accuracy, 
and completeness with which they are obtained, and 
that by no subsequent operation can their errors be 
eliminated, or their deficiencies satisfactorily sup¬ 
plied. 

It may bo remarked, in general, that no intelligent 
person, business firm, or corporation, can safely begin 
any enterprise,— nor can any government, from the 
lowest municipal to the highest national form, under¬ 
take any measure with prudence, — without first 
knowing all that can be ascertained beforehand con¬ 
cerning it. 

In private business, inquiries are naturally made 
as to the cost and the profits. If it requires the use 
of a raw material, the parties will endeavor to make 
themselves sure as to its abundance,— the probability 
that the supply will be maintained, —or, if it be of 
limited amount, the quantity, and the time that it will 
hold out. They will need to know the changes that 
may happen in amount, quality, and cost; aud similar 
inquiries will be wade as to the expenses that may bo 
Incurred while in their hands, — the chances of loss, 
or of change in value, — aud, finally, the extent of the 
demand for whatever may be the product of their 
skill, industry, and investment, its probable perma¬ 
nence, and its tendencies to change. 

These questions, being well considered in the begin¬ 
ning, will enable the careful operator to avoid losses 
from Imprudent investment, from over-supply of the 
markets, or from the depression of receipts below 
the limit* of coat. 

By a train of reasoning analogous to this, those 
intrusted with the government of towns, cities, or 
states, may determine as to how far the dost and 
maintenance of public enterprises will be justified by 
the results; but with this difference, that the benefits 
or profits, instead of being measured by a money 
value, are often to be found in au advancement of 


the public welfare, and in the security, convenience, 
ami prosperity that may ensue. 

But, whether in private enterprise or public under¬ 
taking, we may attribute success alike, in both, to an 
attentive notice of the facts ami the circumstances 
upon which they depend; and, if loss or failure fol¬ 
low, the reasons may very generally be traced to igno¬ 
rance or inattention as to the facts and probabilities 
that should have been known beforehand. 

These thoughts lead us directly to the point wo are 
first to consider; viz., How shall the knowledge of 
the required information he obtained ? In the prim¬ 
itive way (and for a small business this may be the 
best one), the person will, from his own observation, 
‘look over the ground,’ and consider the various 
points to be taken Into the account. He will make 
inquiries of others, as to the supply, demand, pros¬ 
pects of competition,and the like; aud thus accumu¬ 
late a certain amount of information, upon the extent 
and accuracy of which, liis success or failure will in 
a great degree depend. 

Advancing a step farther, we find, in most great 
industries and interests of the country, that those iri 
the same business or pursuit, whether in the arts or 
sciences, or in financial operations, however they may 
be influenced by local rivalries or petty jealousies, 
are constantly tending to the formation of associa¬ 
tions or societies, for the advancement of their com¬ 
mon Interests. They meet for the discussion of 
methods by which expenses may be saved, or profits 
increased. They inquire of one another as to their 
experience or observation upon doubtful points. 
They seek to gather light and aid from science, to 
stimulate aud reward invention, and to excite rival¬ 
ries in the comparison of improved products. They 
discuss financial and national questions that may 
affect their welfare; and not unfrequently they ap¬ 
point committees or agents, from their own num¬ 
ber, to gather statistical facts and details for thei* 
own use and guidance. 

We consider the information thus obtained, as de¬ 
serving high rank in point of accuracy. It is chiefly 
taken from records, without a motive for conceal¬ 
ment or evasion, and with a full knowledge that self- 
deception and loss would result from error, whether 
above or below the truth, 

From this combined experience, each member who 
participates obtains a standard for comparing his own 
results witli the general average. He cannot afford 
to fall below it, and ho has the strongest motives for 
reaching the highest limits that have been reached by 
others* 

Still these statistics, however accurate they may 
be, are necessarily special, and often technical in 
their nature. They cannot be compared with those 
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of another business, and may be incomplete within 
themselves, as naturally relating to methods, rather 
than to financial details. They might show how, 
rather than how much , They will seldom contain a 
balauce-slieot. of profit or loss, or any thing that would 
advance the fortunes of a rival in business, or reveal 
the secrets of an unprofitable enterprise. We must 
receive them as we find them,—good only as far as 
they go. 

Besides these associated business inquiries, prompt¬ 
ed and guaranteed by self-interest, we find various 
others, voluntarily undertake]! with reference to par¬ 
ticular subjects, often for the promotion of a moral, 
religious, benevolent, educational, or political object, 
and ranging in value all the way between the accu¬ 
racy of statements taken from records, or gathered by 
faithful Inquiry, by chosen special and zealous agents 
on the one hand, and the random conjectures care¬ 
lessly returned by those who know but little, and 
care still less, about the subject of inquiry, on the 
other. It would be wholly ini possible to assign a 
scale of valuo to statistics thus obtained, whore every 
thing depends upon the circumstances of the case, 
and the accuracy of information on the part of those 
who make returns, — the fulness with which they are 
reported, and the care with which they arc combined* 

We have another class of non-official statistics col¬ 
lected and published by private enterprise, for the 
information of particular trades or professions, or for 
use by the general public; their reputation and suc¬ 
cess depending wholly upon their accuracy, and being 
brought to the test of local and personal knowledge 
every day and everywhere, we may naturally expect 
them to be as accurate as they can he made. In tills 
class, we may include directories, trade and market 
reports, financial transactions, and the current com¬ 
mercial statistics generally. 

There may Iks instances where they are tainted with 
a suspicion of private or speculative motive: but such 
is the vigilance of rival enterprise, that detection will 
quickly follow; and an exposure would at once de¬ 
grade a reputation for Independence and impartial 
statement, to the rank of a private job for a specula¬ 
tive end. 

Exhibits openly made, for the avowed purpose of 
presenting the favorable side of a business enterprise, 
may be taken for what they are worth, and arc often 
trustworthy; but, when concealed under a falso pre- 
ten ee, they deserve suspicion, and, when exposed, 
they generally injure the interest that they represent. 

The best of these statistics are taken from records, 
and are entirely correct; others are collected by spe¬ 
cial agents, and should be approximately near the 
truth; and there.is still another class, made up from 
the estimates of those supposed to know the facts, 
and which must wander more or less from the actual 
conditions that they attempt to represent. 

It may be said of all of them, that their greatest value 
is for present use. They quickly pass by, to give place 
to the next issue, and remain only as historical records; 
hut, as such, they stiil afford ft most valuable means 
of comparison between the' present and the past, and 
become landmarks of progress, ever instructive*to 
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those who may he seeking to trace the origin and 
growth of our industries and our resources; and now 
and then they arc recalled as precedents, where new 
questions arise, under circumstances deemed similar 
to the past. 

We will next consider some points relating to 
inquiries undertaken by authority of government, 
either for the intelligent discharge of its own func¬ 
tions, or for generaUnformation, the good of its citi¬ 
zens, and the advancement of knowledge among 
mankind. 

Wo may, in general, remark, that nothing can be 
properly done, tu the.machinery of government, with¬ 
out leaving its record. If money or property is re¬ 
ceived, there is an entry; if a payment is made, or if 
property is issued, there is also an entry, and a receipt 
to prove it. In short, the whole theory of our govern¬ 
ment involves the necessity of a record of every offi¬ 
cial transaction; and it is only in cases of intentional 
fraud, or gross neglect, or unavoidable accident, that 
the history of every public act cannot he traced from 
these records. 

A record, to he trustworthy, should be made at the 
time of the transaction, and while all the facis as to 
time, subject, and amount, or other points of state¬ 
ment, are fresh in mind. Nothing should ho trusted 
to the memory, and for record at a more convenient 
season. It should be concise, and easily understood, 
and may ofLen be very greatly assisted by tabular 
arrangement. 

The summaries of these records, as published by 
the government, are, we believe, with few exceptions, 
entitled to great confidence, as far as they present 
transactions done by authority, or passing under the 
notice of government agents. 

Wo may classify the official statistics of the govern¬ 
ment under the folio whig heads: — 

Fir*U Summaries of current business, published 
annually or at shorter intervals. 

Second , Periodical inquiries made at wider inter¬ 
vals, as In the census, and requiring special ageucies 
for their execution. 

Third , The inquiries made by experts, or by special 
commissions or agencies created for a particular pur¬ 
pose, Tills class Is sometimes associated with one or 
the other of the preceding. 

Taking from among these classes the census, as one 
of the most important, let us notice some of the 
methods by which it has been taken. 

Ths earliest returns that I have found, In colonial 
times, were made by sheriffs and constables. At a 
later period, the national census was for along period 
taken by the marshals of the district courts, or their 
deputies, — officers whoso duties are quite analogous 
to the former; and this practice of assigning the 
task to sheriffs still pivvails in several of the states. 

In many other cases, assessors discharge the duty. 
In New York, before 1855, special agents were ap¬ 
pointed by local authorities; and, commencing with 
that year, they have since been appointed by the 
secretary of state. The appointing power has t>een 
vested in state boards, in hoards of county com¬ 
missioners, and in the judges of inferior county 



SCIENCE, 


373 


SwPtEMBXB 14, 1888.] 


courts, Assuming what I think all will admit, that 
census inquiries should he made entirely free from 
any suspicion that some tax or some personal liabil¬ 
ity is to be incurred, ft is evident that an assessor 
cannot question an ignorant man about his property 
and his crops, without exciting his fears that some 
tax is to be laid. The sheriff or the cqpatable seldom 
makes a professional call, except to serve some papers 
or make an arrest. There is, therefore, a strong reason 
for appointing persons who are to make the census 
inquiries their only business, and for making it widely 
known that there is no taxation, enrolment, or other 
liability incurred by giving full and true returns, and 
that there is no sectarian or political end to be served 
by the inquiry. 

This excel lent end is now well enough secured 
under the national law, and in several of the states. 
They have a still better method in Great Britain, wh ere 
a system of registration of births, marriages, and 
deaths, lias its districts and its agents under constant 
organisation, ami to which, once in ten years, the 
census can be assigned, without creating new offices. 
In Sweden, where a system of registration, including 
also a record of change of residence, Is in charge of 
the parish-clerks, they take a census whenever they 
choose to post the books, without any special inqui¬ 
ries being made, more than what these records con¬ 
tain. 

In the national census before 3850,— in New York 
before 3855, — and in some of the states still, each 
family had one line upon the blanks; and the number 
of persons of different ages, sexes, and colors, was 
entered in columns provide*}. The limit of classifica¬ 
tion was of course restricted to these columns; and, 
although the totals of each class were easily obtained 
by adding, the results were meagre and unsatisfac¬ 
tory. 

The change that allowed a line for each name, one 
column for the exact age, and other columns for native 
country, profession or occupation, etc., while it sim¬ 
plified the labor of taking, allowed ample field for 
classification; and it made it necessary to employ a 
large force of clerks, Ip a central office, for the reduc¬ 
tion of the returns for publication. 

By a method now generally used in Europe, the 
census is taken upon ‘ householders’ schedules,’ 
which are distributed one to each family, some days 
beforehand, filled out by the head of the family, and 
collected upon one day . The only instance in which 
this has been done hi the United States, within my 
knowledge; was in the District of Columbia, upon 
the 11th of November, 1887. This census was taken 
by the metropolitan police, under my own direction, 
and with entire success. It was attempted fh the 
city of Baltimore some months afterwards, and failed, 
apparently'from want of proper management on the 
part of those in charge. 

For off kinds of official Inquiries, relating to busi¬ 
ness, as well as to personal statistics, I think the true 
and proper method Is, by means of special blank*, 
carefully prepared, simple, and fully explained. 
Those should be distributed some little time before¬ 
hand, jutd should be taken up, if not In one day, 


within a short period of time, hut with reference to 
a given day. The chief difficulty to be encountered 
is the illiteracy of tlmsewho should fill the blanks; 
but In the District of Columbia, which In 18tt7 con¬ 
tained a large number of colored families, but recently 
freed from slavery, the blanks had been, in almost 
every case, filled out by some one to whom they had 
* been carried. 

In following our subject, — the * methods of statis¬ 
tics,^ — we may notice some points in the condensa¬ 
tion and arrangement of facts that may be of interest. 

With a vast amount of information before us, as, 
for example, in the returns of a census, let us con¬ 
sider what Is to.be done, and how It can be done with 
the least labor and greatest certainty. After inspec¬ 
tion to make sure that the work is all together, In 
proper order and condition, it will be found that sev¬ 
eral distinct operations are necessary, in preparing 
the results for the press. Columns of figures must of 
course be added, and carefully revised. As the totals 
of several sheets will often be consolidated into one 
sum, it is best to use spare sheets of the same sched¬ 
ule for entering the totals of pages, so that these 
partial totals can be easily combined. It Is always a 
good practice, where long columns, of many figures 
in each, are to be entered for adding, to provide paper 
with narrow vertical ruling, that shall allow of but 
one figure in a space. In cases where the first two 
or three right-hand characters are generally ciphers, 
they may be left out altogether, the significant figures 
only being entered in their proper places. It saves a 
little time and labor, and does not load to error. 

Where a great amount of statistical material is re¬ 
ported, — as, for example, the names in a census,— the 
blank® should always be plainly divided by horizontal 
and vertical lines, printed in preference to ruled. The 
horizontal lines should be numbered from the top 
downward, upon both margins. This numbering is 
the more important where an entry is carried across 
to another page. Each line should contain but one 
entry, and there should be, if possible, no blank lines 
except at the end. Then, with a little multiplica¬ 
tion-table at hand, showing the number of lines In a 
full sheet, and for each number up to the highest that 
are likely to be found in a return, the totals can be 
rapidly and accurately ascertained, as follows: The 
number of sheets is first counted on the hack edge, * 
and the nuthber of entries they should contain, if 
full, is set down. Then, by glancing over each page 
separately, it is easy to notice whether there are any 
lines with two entries, any blanks, or any lines in 
excess. The deficiencies are set down in one column, 
the excess in another, and their difference is added |g 
subtracted, as the case may require, when the true 
sum is at once found. This operation, which Is the 
first thing done, should be repeated by another per* 
son; and, when found to agree, it should be kept as a 
test-number for verifying the accuracy of much of the 
work that is to follow. In measuring parts of pages, 
a scale njade of a strip from the margin of a blank 
schedule, and pasted upon a card, will save all labor 
of counting. 

In statistical labors, where the same returns afford 
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material for a considerable number of deductions, — 
as, for example, the population sheet of the census,-— 
it Is generally best to take but one thinq at a time . 
Thus, the ages, professions, nativities, civil condition, 
etc., should be taken by separate operations, and not 
two or more at once. There is not, however, the least 
need of confusion In keeping the subdivisions of these 
subjects, in two or four classes, — a&, for example, 
ages by sex and color, —by a simple arrangement of 
heavy and light horizontal lines upon the tally-sheet, 
and a little practice in its use. 

There is much to be gained, both in time and accu¬ 
racy, by a proper arrangement of a tally-sheet. The 
grouping together of tally-marks, by making four 
down and one across, so as to divide the work into 
groups of fives, is so natural and obvious a method, 
that few who have had occasion for this kind of work 
could have failed to adopt it. By an arrangement 
which 1 have used to a large extent in census work, 

I have had my tally-sheets printed off Into squares, 
so that each compartment should receive one group 
of five, and no more. Then, by a series of numbers 
with a common difference of five, printed across the 
top of the sheet, at the head of each vertical column, 
the number of tally-marks In a horizontal row can 
be known at once, by glancing along the vertical col¬ 
umn containing the last full group of fives, to the 
number printed at the top, and then adding the marks 
in excess, but less than five, In the next compartment. 
This saves all counting, and a considerable amount 
of time. There is also an advantage, on account of 
the eye-sight, in having the tally-sheets of some other 
color than white: a neutral tint might be best, but I 
have found common ra&nUla paper answer every pur¬ 
pose. 

Plans have been proposed for using cards of differ¬ 
ent sizes and colors, properly Inscribed or numbered, 
as counters, for classifying a variety of facts, forming 
together a definite whole. By using colors, the eye 
becomes, without mental effort, a guide to the hand, 
hi their distribution into piles or ceils in a case; and, 
when the work is done, their number may be accu¬ 
rately known by weighiug, or by measuring the height 
of each pile. Those of different sizes could be sepa¬ 
rated by mechanical devices, without handling, and, 
by a little practice, without liability to error. 

It may be said generally, that the chief, indeed the 
only real, difficulty, in the preparation of statistical 
data, consists in getting the facts correctly. There Is 
nothing la the operation of a central office that needs 
to Involve error; or, if an error Is committed, there 
should be no difficulty In tracing It to the clerk who 
irresponsible for it. An efficient way to secure accu- 
nEy in work would be, to make a money-charge 
against the clerk who commits an error, to be paid to 
the one who finds it. I believe that something of 
the kind is done in some of the statistical offices in 
Europe, a class of revisers being employed, who are 
paid by the fines thus imposed upon the careless. 

With respect to statistics obtained by circulars ad¬ 
dressed to persons supposed to have the information 
desired, we have every grade of value, from good to 
good for nothing. The result depends upon many cir-, 


cuinstances; os, for example, whether the person 
making the return is paid, or Is under some obliga¬ 
tion to, or expects some favor from, the person or 
office making the inquiry; whether the inquiry can 
be answered by reference to a record, or by some 
research more or loss conveniently made, or Is to 
bo supplied from, personal opinion, and a general 
knowledge of the subject; or, finally, whether the 
question can be answered by any thing better than a 
guess, by one who knows perhaps very little about it. 

I would hold it to be the general rule, that where 
the inquiries are few and simple, exact as to tlieir 
object, and, if they refer to a record, exact as to time 
and subject, and especially if they can bo returned 
upon the same blank, and without expense for postage 
or otherwise,a very largo percentage will be answered 
without a second application. A repeated call would 
probably bring a third or a half of the remainder; 
but there will be, now and then, one who will fail 
to reply, unless under official or personal obligation 
to do so. 

We have thus far considered the dealing with sta¬ 
tistics that have been gathered from the whole of a 
given field of inquiry: there are other methods that 
deserve notice, and the first of these is that i by 
samples.’ A portion of some whole is carefully 
studied, and the results obtained are deemed appli¬ 
cable to the entire field. 

The French statistician Moreau de Jonnfes has 
given some instances of this method, as applied in 
times past, by persons who had acquired eminence, 
and whose w'ork gained confidence; and very prop¬ 
erly asks, * What is such work worth ? 9 

Vauban, distinguished as a military engineer, at 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, wishing to 
know thq agricultural production of France, and the 
revenue it would yield, resorted to a method which 
would appear strange enough now, but still may be 
called ingenious. He attempted to reach his object 
by taking an exact account of the production of a 
square league, reckoning the arable land, vineyards, 
pastures, and woodlands, with their products hi 
quantity and value; and then, by the simple “rule of 
three,” he said, “as 1 is to 26,01)0, so Is the result to 
the whole of France.” 

The English agriculturist, Arthur Young, sought 
to ascertain, the proportions of meadow-land, mount¬ 
ains, and the like, in France, by cutting up a map by 
lines following these features of the surface, and 
weighing the parts. 

In 1700 Lavoisier, distinguished in science, and 
for this reason consulted by the national assembly 
upon a question of imposts, found no existing data 
that applied to the internal resources of the country, 
until he himself supplied them, by a method that is 
now altogether neglected In statistical researches. 
He proposed to ascertain the number of ploughs In the 
country* ami from this to calculate the quantities, 
production, and consumption of agricultural crops. 

In 1784 M; Keeker, the distinguished statesman, 
deduced the population of France from an assumed 
percentage of the birth-rate; and this was taken for a 
census 1 
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But coming dcfwn to a much later period, we find a 
remarkable application of the law of induction in a 
work upon the industries of France, by the minister 
Chaptal. He presents agricultural tables, which have 
been received with great confidence, since they bear 
the appearance of official statistics, arid were exe¬ 
cuted under the Empire. His tables are foqnd to 
have been computed, without acknowledgment, from 
a statement addressed by M. Hennet, director of the 
cadastral survey, in 1837, at a time when not more 
than a seventh part of this work had been finished. 
The other six-sevenths were obtained by a simple 
multiplication of the finished part. 

Many years ago, a ‘ distinguished statistician * 
published, with great apparent precision, the yield of 
potatoes in France, There had been no official in¬ 
ventory taken; but when one came to be made, some 
time afterwards, it was found that this deduction 
had been obtained by mutiplying the yield of a single 
commune by 37,000, the number of communes in 
France. 

These examples might he multiplied indefinitely; 
and wo noed not cross the Atlantic, nor go far hack in 
time, to find them. There is scarcely a day, but that 
we see passing through the newspapers, estimates, 
deductions, and statements, that have no more solid 
foundation than those that we have cited. Never¬ 
theless, we must not wholly disregard the inductive 
method in statistics; there are many cases In which 
we can get nothing else. 

The chemist must analyze the soils and the ores 
from samples. In every operation of testing the qual¬ 
ity and the value of any commodity whatever, we 
must select from the material before us what appears 
to be the average quality. And so of statistics gen¬ 
erally: if there is no actual and general inventory 
made, we must collect from what Is deemed a fair 
average, and, from these data, obtain such conclusions 
as they afford. The result In this, as In every thing, 
will depend upon the Intelligence and honesty of the 
person who makes the estimate, the extent of his 
opportunities, his experience, and his skill. 

Returning to the field of exact statistics, we may 
remark, that we can never have an accurate census 
of the population until we have a thorough and uni¬ 
form registration of births, marriages, and deaths; 
a measure which this association undertook to pro¬ 
mote, more than a quarter of a century ago, but 
which has not made successful progress. 

We cannot have a faithful statement of the indus¬ 
tries, without a record kept of the production, the 
consumption, and the cost of operation. This is 
already done by most of the important ones, as an 
incident of business; but we lose the advantages by 
the hurried manner In which the official inquiries are 
made. Yet upon these returns we rely for all that is 
collectively known about them. 

It follows, that, until we can realise these desirable 
features, the best we can expect is, to afford more 
time for previous preparation, by submitting before¬ 
hand the questions that are to be answered; which 
can only be done by the aid of * householders’ sched¬ 
ules’ for population, on ‘ special blanks ' for each of 


the industries, or other subjects, that come within tho 
range of inquiry. 

It was my intention to dwell at some length upon 
the illustration of statistical facts by graphic methods; 
but time will not permit, and opportunity for full 
preparation has not been found. For more than 
thirty years I have been accustomed to note down the 
principles involved in these methods, whenever, in 
the course of a wide and varied range of opportunity, 
a new one was found; and it has been with me a 
cherished intention to present the whole subject in 
a systematic form. 

We may concisely state, that graphic illustrations, 
using lines, areas, or angular spaces, often supple¬ 
mented by colors, maybe employed for representing 
either — 

1. Quantities, with or without reference to time. 

2. Time, in recurring, Interrupted, or progressive 
periods. 

3. Direction, or relative position; and 

4. Intensity or force. 

In general, but two elements can be cloarly pre¬ 
sented at once; but by a skilful use of different 
colors, or kinds of lines, subjects of the same nature 
may be admirably compared, and the relations of 
cause and effect not only illustrated, hut even discov¬ 
ered and proved. It is often admissible to introduce 
subjects having dbsimHar notation, —as, for exam¬ 
ple, degrees of temperature, and height of barometer, 
— in the same drawing; but in these cases each must 
have its owui scalp, and, in a general way, every dia¬ 
gram must have a scale for every element of the sub¬ 
ject that Is represented, cither expressed or implied. 

Quantities inqy be shown either as they exist at 
certain periods of time, or as they form parts of a gen¬ 
eral total; and they may be presented so as to exhibit 
successive subdivisions, down to any desirable degree. 
If the divisions of a general total do not require sub¬ 
division, they may best be shown by angular spaces, 
as sectors, which together make up the whole of a 
circular area. If the divisions have some qualities In 
common, the shades of color may be of different in¬ 
tensity, significant of the degrees of quality that may 
exist. But where there are successive subdivisions, 
or parts of parte of a whole, there is no way so exact 
as by means of rectangular areas, which may also be 
shaded in different tints, as well to separate them one 
from another as to allow differences of intensity or 
degree. 

In both of these methods, as well of angular spaces 
as of rectangular areas, we can only show quantities 
as they exist at a given point of time. Wo catch, as 
it were, the conditions, as does Urn light, the image In 
a camera. They admit of no such thing as motion 
or change; but these changes may often be strikingly 
represented by a series of diagrams, presenting, the 
conditions at different periods of time. 

Where time and quantity are combined, wo have 
an easy and striking iheansof illustration; and In this 
tho time may be in recurring periods, such as the 
hours of a day, or the mouths of a year, or it may be 
progressive, as in a series of years. 

For the recurring periods, I think there is nothing 
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bo convenient and instructive as the circle , In which 
the quantities are measured along the radii, from the 
centre as their base. The entire radius may some¬ 
times represent the whole of that of which these 
partial measurements are a part. 

For a progressive series, the ordinates representing 
quantities should he measured from a level base-line, 
ami the scale of graduation shown upon the side 
margin, while the time is measured from left to right 
by a scale along the upper margin. 

For simple comparison, a series of bars or lines, 
measured from a common base, and either horizontal 
or vertical, is a convenient and striking mode of illus¬ 
tration, and lias now come into very common use. 

A rectangular area, with paralleldivisions, amounts 
to the same thing as a line; but with this difference, 
that a secondary subdivision may sometimes he repre¬ 
sented with great effect. 

Having thus stated some points in reference to 
graphic illustrations upon a true principle, I should 
not leave the subject without a word of censure for 
some that are false. I will specify, particularly, such 
as attempt to represent comparative quantities by 
concentric Jtfjure#, such as circles or squares. The 
eye has. In these cases, no means of just comparison; 
and they are very apt to mislead, where they are 
intended to instruct. 

The eaute objection may he made against similar 
geometrical solids; for, although they may he literally 
true, their contents being to each other as the cubes 
of similar lines, the eye does not readily see the 
difference. It would be better, Jn such cases, to use 
cylinders or prisms of the same base, but proportioned 
in length to the quantities that they represent. 

PAPERS READ BEFORE SECTION I. 


Idfe-insuranoe and self-insurance. 

BY KMZCB W WIGHT OF BOSTON, MASS. 

This subject has been a favorite theme with Mr. 
Wright for several years. His ability as an actuary 
Is acknowledged; and Ida theory on this subject has 
at least the merit of disinterestedness, so fur as in¬ 
surance-companies are concerned. Without going 
Into the technicalities and mathematical considera¬ 
tions that must be met in a thorough review of Mr. 
Wright's theory, its object may, perhaps, be stated 
correctly in a few words. A reserve is accumulated 
by the practical workings of life-insurance in a well- 
regulated company, which is more than sufficient to 
meet the claims upon it as fast as they mature. The 
usual system divides that reserve, less the amount 
which the company withholds as a surplus for ex¬ 
traordinary emergencies, among the policy-holders, 
Mr. Wright takes the view that each policy earns, 
during Its continuance, an ascertainable pan of thkt 
reserve. He suppi lee the means for determining what 
this part is, for each policy: of course, it is a matter 
of calculation for each. He denominates this part of 
the reserve, or surplus, the ‘self-insurance.' % his 
system it is possible to ascertain at any time how 


much this self-insurance on a given policy amounts 
to, or how much it will amount to at any future lime, 
if kept in foice, Mr. Wright believes that the self- 
insurance is the property of the policy-holder; and 
that, if not payable to him on demand, it should at 
least be applicable for a renewal of the policy to pre¬ 
vent forfeiture. 

The Increase of the colored population of the 
United State*. 

BT 0. 8. MIXTBB OF WASHINGTON, D.O. 

It is frequently asserted that the colored population 
of the United States Is increasing more rapidly now 
than it did prior to 1S6J, The large apparent increase 
shown by a comparison of the census-returns of 1880 
with those of 3870 seems to justify this opinion; but 
the results of investigations made by the superin¬ 
tendent of census in South Carolina and Mississippi 
show that the census lu 1870 was seriously defective 
in this respect, while that of 1880 was very full and 
complete. The accompanying statistical table pre¬ 
sents the returns of these people according to each 
U. 8. census from 3840 to 1880, and gives the num¬ 
bers reported from the South in detail. These results 
seem to indicate that they are not increasing as 
rapidly as formerly. The burden of supporting their 
minor children, and their disregard of the rules of 
health, seem to furnish additional reasons for think¬ 
ing that their future rate of increase will be less than 
it has been heretofore. 


lieaided In 

1880. 

1870. 

1860. 

1850. 

1840. 

Alabama . . . . 

800,108 

476,610 

487,770 

346,100 

256,671 

Arknnwut . , . . 

210,880 

122,20V 

111,260 

47,708 

20,400 

XteJawaro . . . . 

20,412 

22,704 

21,027 

20,303 

10,624 

Dint, of Columbia. 

80,606 

48,404 

14,810 

18,740 

13,056 

Florida . . . . 

126,600 

01,689 

02,687 

40,242 

26,534 

Georgia . . . . 

726,138 

646,142 

406,008 

884,613 

28fl,0ftf 

Kentucky.... 

271,461 

222,210 

236,107 

220,002 

180,475 

Louisiana.... 

433,666 

364,210 

350,373 

202,271 

103.054 

Maryland . . . ; 

210,230 

176,301 

171,131 

166,001 

161,816 

Mlwitaatppl , , J 
Missouri . . . .i 

060,301 

444,201 

487,404 

310,808 

106,677 

146,860 

118,071 

118,603 

00,040 

60,814 

North Carolina. . 

5»1,«TT 

301,650 

301,522 

816,0U 

268,240 

Booth Carolina 4 .1 

804,332 

416,814 

412,320 

303,044 

336,314 

Teitneaaue . , J 

403,161 

322,m 

283,010 

246,881 

188,683 

Texan . . . ,1 

303,383 

253,416 

182,021 

68,538 

* 

Virginia . . « J 

831*616 

612,841 

627,703 

626,861 

408,830 

WtMH Virginia . J 

26,886 

IT,080 

21,144 

* , 

* 

Other Btatea. . , 

481,640 

341,m 

220,219 

100,670 

171,867 

Total U. 6. . J 

6,680,708 

4,880,000! 

4,441,830 

_ 

3,038,808 

2,873,648 


Oyster-farming in Connecticut water*. 

BT H. O. H0VRY OF NKW HAVRST, CONN. 

An explanation of the difference between seed 
oysters and those fit for market gave the author oc¬ 
casion to mention that ‘ saddle rock 1 oysters in their 
bfest edible condition were six or seven years old. 
A history of Connecticut experience and legislation 
in relation to oysters was given in detail. There 
are now 325,000 acres of disposable space for oyster- 
beds, gnd 300,000 are occupied. Tlw area of fho 
natural beds is only 0,000 acres, and this furnishes 
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the seed for new beginners. The present expansion 
of oyster-farming is due to the use of steam-power in 
gathering the harvest. 

The first thing done on an oyster-farm Is to stake 
It out into sections, and then the bottom is cxt 
amlned. The next step is to scatter oyster shells 
over the farm, and the oyster spawn is scattered. 
After this, in some muddy localities, small trees, 
mainly birch, are thrust into the water, in a standing 
position; and the young oysters set on these trees. 
The spawn Is cast out from June until November, and 
for a few days the young oynters swim everywhere 
they please, leading a happy life for a brief period. 
Shelling begins about June 15, and ends about Aug. 
15. When the oysters fill the trees, the latter are 
pulled up and cleaned off. Jfrom one acre of bushes, 
1,000 bushels of oysters have been gathered in one 
year. The oysters set on anything which is clean. 
They had been found on old boots, old wrecks, and 
a pair were found on an old padlock. Oyster-farm¬ 
ing was not profitable every year; one firm having 
lost $20,000 by the ravages of the star-fish in one bed, 
and another firm $100,000 in two years from the same 
cause. Oysters were formerly Imported, but are now 
exported in Immense quantities. 

The German oorp, and ita introduction into the 
United State*. 

tlY 0. W. SMILEY OF WASHINGTON, I>. a 

The United States fish-com mission, he said, had 
some years ago imported from Germany thirty or 
forty pairs of this fish. They were placed in breeding- 
ponds in Washington, and have increased many-fold, 
the number spawned this year being 400,000. The 
carp is naturally a warm-water fish, and in the waters 
of the southern states grows with astonishing rapid¬ 
ity, and to great sUe. They will also do well In the 
cold water of the north, ©von in Minnesota. Nearly 
every state and county in the United States has a 
fish-commission, and they are all propagating carp. 
It has also been taken up as a private speculation, 
and carp are sold for breeding-purposes as high as $5 
per pah*. 

The carp roots about in the mud for aliment, and 
much resembles poultry in Its manner of getting food. 
Carp aged three years are often found to weigh twelve 
to fifteen pounds, and a gain in weight of four pounds 
has been observed in a carp in one year. Thescarp is 
sluggish; while trout, bass, and other lively fish frisk 
about, and do not fatten so fast as the carp. Experi¬ 
ments have shown that female carp spawn at the age 
of one year in southern waters, at two years in colder 
waters, and in the extreme northern waders of the 
United States at three years* Other fish, turtles, 
muskrats, snakes, and even birds, eat young carp.' A 
tird shot in Washington receutiy had in its stomach 
the heads of seventy-nine young carp. The U.S. fish- 
commissioner recently sent out requests for informa¬ 
tion about carp experimented with In this country; 
most of the replies placing the carp on an equality with 
trout, bass, and shad as a food fish, while a few classed 
them with pike, and a very few said they' had a mud¬ 


dy taste. The carp is tbe best pond fish yet known, 
and in a very small pond will thrive well, so that 
families may easily have their own fish-garden if they 
have enough water to make a permanent pond. The 
carp is a very hardy fish for shipment, requiring little 
water to keep alive in. The U.S. fish-commissioner 
Is giving away carp, sending them by express to any 
point, tbe receiver paying express charges. Tbe fish 
will thrive on table-refuse and almost any thing edi¬ 
ble. Carp can be kept in winter in a tub in the 
cellar, the water requiring to be kept fresh. Care 
should be taken to keep poisonous substances out of 
carp-ponds, and too much food should not be thrown 
in. In cooking carp, thorough cleansing is needed; 
and frying should be done in hot pans and hot grease. 

As to the economics of this subject, Mr. Smiley 
, said that fish-culture was more and more becoming a 
pari of the farmer’s occupation, and thought that, not 
•very long in the future, most of the farmers of the 
country would have little fish-ponds in their door- 
yards, both as a method of obtaining food and as an 
ornament to the homestead. 

Cable-care for city paasenger traffic. 

BY K. T. COX OF NEW HAHMONY, 1ND. 

Propkksob Cox, though devoted to geology, has 
always taken a kindly interest in schemes for indus¬ 
trial advancement. In the present paper he describes 
the success of the cable system as a substitute for 
horse-cars; and urges its general adoption, on the 
ground of its convenience and comfort to humanity, 
as well os the diminution of suffering to tbe horse. 
Some of the collateral statistics presented in the paper 
are Interesting; e.g., tbe figures given by Mr. Moody 
Merrill, chairman of the horse-car railroad convention 
held at Boston last March: 44 There are in the United 
States and Canada 415 street-railways, giving employ¬ 
ment to about 86,000 men, 18,000 cars, and 100,000 
horses in dally use. These horses consume 160,000 
tons of hay, and 111 , 000,000 bushels of grain. 8,000 
miles of track represent an invested capital of $150,- 
000,000. The number of passengers aunually car¬ 
ried is 1,212,460,000. In the city of New York there 
are 110 miles of horse'railway, and 11,866 horses 
are used to operate them. Tbe horses, together with 
their harness, expensive lands and stables, feed and 
grains, make the operating expenses, by including 
interest, $5,104,596.79 per annum. The average life 
of the street-car horse in New York is less than three 
years.” 

The paper quotes an opinion of Gen. W. Sewell 
ot New Jersey, a practical railroad engineer, who 
prophesies that, within ten yeans, the cable system 
will supersede horse-cars on every considerable street 
line. The great advantage of the system is its appli¬ 
cability to very steep grades. The paper states, in 
respect to the most vital question to capitalists, that 
the cost of the^plant In the cable system 4 shown to 
be about $70,001) per mile of roadway. We have 
heard it Recently stated, in other quarters, at $ 120 , 000 ; 
but perhaps one estimate applies to single and the 
other to double tracks. This makes it, at best, some- 
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what expensive as an experiment; and that is the light 
in Which It is regarded by many horse-railroad man¬ 
agers at present. 

Improved method of spraying trees for pro* 
tectlon against insects. 

BY o. V. KILEY OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

The paper gave a summary of results obtained 
from experiments made during the past two years at 
the U. 8. department of agriculture. An ordinary 
barrel Is used as a reservoir, in which is inserted a 
force-pump with automatic stirrer. A long rubber 
hose extends from the pump, and is attached to the 
spraying apparatus. The nozzle has been called 
the cyclone or eddy nozzle; its action carries out new 
principles of spraying. It is a shallow, circular, 
metal chamber, with two flat sides, in the centre of 
one of which is a small circular outlet. The fluid Is 
forced into this chamber tangentially, producing 
rapid rotation, and a spray which is easily regulated 
from a mist scarcely visible to a strong shower. This 
nozzle Is ad justed to the end. of a bamboo rod (of 
varying length, according to requirement), through 
which the rubber hose has been passed; or several 
nozzles may be attached, in different positions, to the 
sides of a stiff metal tube, sufficiently slender to 
be handled by the operator, and thrust among the 
branches of the tree. By these means, trees from 
twenty to thirty feet high can be rapidly sprayed 
without the use of a ladder. The substances used 
are either London purple, one-half pound, and flour, 
one pound, in from forty to fifty gallons of water; or 
Paris green, one pound, to the same amount of flour 
and water; or petroleum emulsions made as Profes¬ 
sor Riley indicated at the last meeting of the associ¬ 
ation. 

Enhancement of value* in agriculture by rea- 

aon of non-agricultural population. 

BY J. B. DODGE OF WASHINGTON, P.O. 

Tijk paper begins by showing that national indus¬ 
try is prosperous in proportion to its diversity. The 
productions of agriculture would be unsalable if all 
the people were agricultural producers. A civilized 
nation, with the smallest proportion of non-agricultu- 
ral workers in it, will he low in the scale of prosperity: 
with the largest proportion of non-agriculturists con¬ 
sistent with proper food-supply, the nation will be 
most, prosperous. To a great extent, this is true also 
of the subdivisions of this country. It may be illus¬ 
trated by the statistics of geographical sections that 
embrace groups of states, or by comparison of indi¬ 
vidual states. The author is even prepared to show, 
that, in a partly agricultural community, the increased 
employment of labor in Industries that are non-agri¬ 
cultural stimulates improvement, compels higher 
culture, and makes the products of land, and the land 
itself, more valuable, Such is the theory. In sup¬ 
port of it, the author adduces striking facts, obtained 
by compilation from U.S. census returns of 1880/ 

The states and territories are grouped for this com¬ 
parison in four classes, which are thus designated: 


first class, having less than 30 per cent of agricultural 
workers; second, having over 30 and less than fiO per 
cent; third, having 50 and less than *70 percent; 
fourth, having over 70 per cent, f.e,, being almost ex¬ 
clusively agricultural states. 


Classes. 

Si? 

si 

Z £ 

ovt 

. £9 o 

.. i_. 

Acres. 

Value, 

Value 

per 

acre. 

° £ i 

-el 

&__ 

First clans . . 

15 

77,250,742 

♦2,986,641,197 

♦40.91 

16.59 

Second class . 

13 

112,321,257 

3,480,915,767 

22 21 

40.12 

Third class 

13 

237,873,040 

8,218,108,970 

13.03 

58 65 

Fourth class . 

6 

108,636,703 

562,430,842 

5.2S 

77.46 


In the first class are Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania in the east, 
and some of the mining states and territories of the 
west, diverse in many points, yet alike in the fact of 
a large non-agrlcultural population. This class hue 
only one-sixth of the population in agriculture. The 
fourth class consists of North and South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. It has nearly 
four-fifths engaged in agriculture, on lands worth 
only an average of #5.28 per acre. The states having 
only two-fifths in agriculture have farm-lands valued 
at 822.21 per acre, while those having nearly three- 
fifths in agriculture have lands valued at $13.03. 
These figure* speak for themselves, and scarcely need 
comment from the author. 

When individual states are compared, the results 
are equally marked. The author compares pairs of 
Btates, —Virginia and Pennsylvania, Kentucky and 
Ohio, Iowa and Illinois, — as follows (for convenience 
we place these comparisons in tabular form): — 


Items of comparison. 

1 

> 

A 

I 

1? 

* 

1 

3 

| 

Ohio. 

1 

P 

i| **i<wnn 

Per cent of agricultural 







workers. 

Value of farm land* per 

51.41 

20.68 

61.67 

89.97 

67.46 

43.65 

Acre ....... 

♦10.89 

♦49.80 

$18.92 

♦45.97 

♦22.92 

$8147 

Wages of Agricultural 
laborers per annum . 



180,00 

481.00 

199.00 

394.00 


467.00 


Similar computations give figures for the State of 
New York not widely different from those for Penn¬ 
sylvania. The average value of farm-lands per acre 
in New Jersey is greater than in any other state, viz,, 
$65.16; tills is owing to a position between two great 
city markets, with proximity and easy access to 
both, Her percentage of agricultural workers h only 
14.U2; their average annual wages are $501, It will 
be seen that thq wages of agricultural labor are sub¬ 
ject to the same law. If computed for the first tabic 
in this paper, the wage* per month of the agricultural 

1 The annual wage* of agricultural labor In Minnesota arc 
$376. , 
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laborer would be found, for the first class of states, 
fully |26; for the second, nearly $26; for the third, 
less than $20; for the fourth, about $13.50. 

An application of the same test to the value of 
annual production for each man engaged In agricul¬ 
ture brings equally interesting results in the follow¬ 
ing table: — 


Cl r*b ea. 

No. engaged 
in 

agriculture. 

Value 

of products o t 
agriculture. 

Value 

per 

capita. 

oBt 

< g si 

£ 

First da*# . . 

1,060,681 

$484,780,797 

i $457 

16.51 

Second clan# , 

1,-766,876 

618,860,969 

894 

40.12 

Third plans . . 

3,017,971 

! 786,681,420 

261 

68.85 

Fourth data , 

2,034,966 

1 825,099,388 

161 

77.46 

! 


Tho states with less than 30 per cent in farm-labor 
realize nearly three times as much per man as those 
which have over 70 per cent in farm-work. In other 
Words, one man in the first class realizes as much as 
the three men who are competing with each other, 
having little outlet for surplus production. Three 
brothers in Alabama, laboring through the year, get 
as much for their aggregate produce as one farmer 
receives In Pennsylvania, simply because that farmer 
has a brother engaged in manufacture and another in 
mining. It is because in one case there is a market 
for one product only, thousands of miles away: in 
the other, there are markets at every door. 

It appears evident that the proportion between 
agricultural and non-agricultural population is a 
measure of tho values of the land, of the production, 
and of the labor of the farm. These values are rapid¬ 
ly enhanced by the Increase of non-agriculturists. 
This is tho lesson of the most authentic statistics of 
our own and of other countries. 


A new system for the treatment of sewer-gas. 

BY T. K. JKFFEKSON, HUDSON, WIS. 

In this paper, which was well illustrated by dia¬ 
grams, special reference was made to a series of im¬ 
portant inventions which of late have attracted much 
attention both in this country and Europe. This 
system chiefly consists in making sewers approxi¬ 
mately air-tight by sealing the sewer inlets so as to 
admit sewage, but exclude the air; making pipe con¬ 
nections between sewers and buildings, and different 
heating-apparatus arranged to admit the in-flow of 
atmosphere and the products of combustion into the 
sewer, and, at the same time, prevent the back-flow 
of gas; when by the connection of a powerful suction 
apparatus with the sewer, near its outlet, the removal 
of sewer-gas and smoke from furnaces and fires, and 
the thorough ventilation of buildings, is positively 
effected and regulated as desired. 

By employing mechanical force for creating draught 
for fires, the large percentage of heat heretofore re¬ 
quired for this purpose is retained, effecting a corre¬ 
sponding saving in the consumption of fuel. 

The main portion of these important discoveries, 
including the removal of sewer-gas, and the positive 
means of ventilating buildings and carrying tho vi¬ 
tiated atmosphere and poisonous vapors away from 
contact with the inhabitants, was recently made by 
Bom John Comstock of Hudson, Wis., and first in¬ 
troduced In one 6T the districts of the city of Paris, 
France, during the present year, where its great 
utility and practical success are fully demonstrated. 

Iriat of other papers. 

Thb following papers were also read in this sec¬ 
tion: Building associations, by Edgar Frisby; and 
Health foods, by f l\ S. Haight 
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MATHEMATICS. 

Hyperelliptic function*. — M. E. Wiltheiss starts 
out from a memoir of Prof. Kronecker's which ap¬ 
peared in the Monatsbcrichte of the Berlin academy 
for the year 1866, in which a method was developed 
for obtaining the parameters r#, of those theta-func¬ 
tions, which, for a certain definite transformation, 
remain unaltered, prof. Kronecker started out from 
a purely algebraical stand-point, and solved the equa¬ 
tions which connect the original and the transformed 
parameter r# and ¥& Corresponding to the trans¬ 
formation of the theta-functions, there Is a transfor¬ 
mation rofeiTing to the integrals belonging to these 
functions. Noting this fact, the author of the present 
paper has arrived at these singular values of tho 7* 
in another manner, and his results bring into evidence 
a certain property which Is analogous to the complex 
multiplication of elliptic functions. The author con¬ 
fines his attention solely to the theta-functions of two 
variables. (Math, amt,, xxl.) t. c. • [2X4 


Curvature of surfaces. — M. Hud. Sturm has 
given here a very interesting theorem analogous to 
Gauss' welMtnown theorem concerning the measure 
of curvature at a point on a surface. Gauss* theorem, 
stated briefly, is, that if a curve p enclosing an area F 
is drawn around a point P of a surface, and If a cor¬ 
responding curve p* enclosing an area F* is traced out 
on a sphere of radius unity by the extremities of 
radii drawn parallel to the normals to the given sur¬ 
face at efleh point of p f then the limit value of the 
ratios of F' and F will be equal to the inverse 
product of the radii of curvature H u If«, of the given 
surface in the point P. M. Sturm's theorem is, that 
if the curve p is cut out of the given surface by a 
sphere whose centre is at P, then the mean curvature, 




to the limit value of the 


ratios Of the two perimeters p amlp'. — {Math, ann., 
xxl.) T. c. [2X9 
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ENGINEERING. 

Pressure on valves. — Professor 8. W. Robinson 
presented to the American society of mechanical 
engineers, at its meeting In New York, November, 
1882, a paper on the theoretical and the experimental 
determinations of the mean pressure on steam-valves 
exposed to pressure both above and below. He finds 
that a line can be determined, circumscribing an area 
which he calls the equilibrium area of the valve. 
This area being multiplied by the maximum pressure 
gives the total mean pressure acting to hold the valve 
to its seat. The extent of this area is determined by 
experiment; and a theory of the case Is constructed, 
which is given at length, with the practical formulas 
derived by means of It for use In designing. — (Van 
No»trand'» map , July.) b , h . t . [216 

The performance of the Worthington pump¬ 
ing-engine — Messrs. Shedd and Ward present to 
the water-commissioners of the city of Buffalo a re¬ 
port upon the performance of a Worthington pump¬ 
ing-engine, recently built for the city. The delivery 
was 28.8% greater than was 'demanded under the 
contract with the makers, amounting to above 19,- 
000,000 gallons per day; and the ‘duty* was some¬ 
thing above 70,000.000 pounds of water raised one 
foot high per thousand pounds of steam used. This 
was above the duty demanded by the city. — (Ibid.) 
K. H. T, [217 

CHEMISTRY. 

{Organic.) 

Reconversion of nitro-glyoerine into glyoer- 
ine, —Great difficulty having been experienced in 
destroying the dynamite recently captured in Eng¬ 
land, Prof. C. L. Bloxam has tried several methods for 
decomposing its nitro-glycerine constituent. 1. Nitro¬ 
glycerine was shaken with methylated alcohol, and 
the solution was mixed with an alcoholic solution of 
KHS. Considerable rise in temperature resulted, 
the liquid became red, a largo quantity of sulphur sep¬ 
arated, and the nitro-glyeerine was entirely decom¬ 
posed. 2, Nitro-glycerine was shaken with a strong 
aqueous solution of commercial K*8. The same 
changes were observed as in 1; but the rise in tem¬ 
perature was not so great, and the liquid became 
opaquft very suddenly when the decomposition was 
completed. 8. The ordinary yellow solution of ammo¬ 
nium sulphide was mixed with the nitro-glycerine, 
and the mixture evaporated to dryness on the steam- 
bath, when bubbles of gas were evolved, due to the 
decomposition of the ammonium nitrite. The pasty 
mass was treated with alcohol to extract the glycer¬ 
ine. 4. Calcium sulphide, made by boiling flowers 
of stilphur with slaked lime, was used, Reduction 
took place as above, but more slowly, and more agita- 
tlon was required. This last is the cheapest process, 
— [Chttm. news , April 13 ) 

The reducing action of alkaline sulphides on nitro¬ 
glycerine was pointed out some time since, and 
A, H. Elliott, showed in the School mines 

quarterly, Sept. 15,1882, that the method*admitted of 
quantitative application. — c* k. m. [2X8 


METALLURGY. 

Water-gas as a fuel.— Mr, W. A. Goodyear be¬ 
lieves that the fuel of the future in cities, for alt do¬ 
mestic as well as for most manufacturing and metal¬ 
lurgical purposes, will be gas of some kind. The 
ease and cheapness of its distribution, the cleanliness 
and economy of Its use, will, in his opinion, cause at 
no distant day a revolution in the present use of 
fuel. As a contribution to that end, he describes an 
apparatus of his own devising for the manufacture 
of water-gas, by means of which, he claims, this gas 
can be made in any desired quantity; and, while 
leaving a handsome profit to the manufacturers, it 
can be supplied at a cost that will render its general 
use more economical than that of any kind of solid 
fuel.—(Trans. Amcr. hist min. eng., Boston meet- 
ing.) m . e . w. [2X3 

The recovery of the volatile constituents of 
coal. — The attention at present paid to the utiliza¬ 
tion of products heretofore wasted is well illustrated 
in an account of the Jameson process of coking coal, 
given before the Loudon society of arts, April 26. 
The coking-ovens of England are estimated to have 
a capacity of some 20,000,000 tons a year; and only a 
slight and inexpensive alteration in the plant would, 
it Is said, recover oil and ammonia to the value 
of $10,000,000, and good heating-gas to the value of. 
$12,500,000. From the experiments of Sir J. B. 
Lawes, it has been estimated, that, if all the ammonia 
from all the raw coal burned in England were utilized 
in agriculture, 250,000,000 dollars* worth of bread¬ 
stuff would be added to the yearly produce. The 
use of raw coal Is characterized as a relic of barbar¬ 
ism. — ( Iron , May 4.) it. h. k, [220 

GEOLOGY. 

Stratified drift In Delaware. — T. D. Chester 
describes the relations of the gnelsslc rocks of Dela¬ 
ware, with their rolling, hilly, and local soils, to the 
unconfurmably overlying cretaceous clays extending 
to the south-east, with stratified gravels derived from 
the gneiss. These gravels and similarly derived 
deposits extend even over the top of Polly Drum¬ 
mond’s hill, the highest land in the state, two hun¬ 
dred and fifty feet above the cretaceous plain, and 
three hundred and thirty feet above the sea. Large 
dolor!te bowlders of undetermined origin, sometimes 
twenty-five feet In circumference, He on this hill; 
and a little farther south there are two hills of uu- 
stratlfied detritus and bowlders, which are thought to 
have been dropped from ice floating in the sea, that 
deposited the stratified gravels during the submer¬ 
gence of the Champlain period. As the highest point 
in Delaware was then covered, this measure gives a 
minimum value of three hundred and thirty feet 
for the submergence. — ( Amer. joum . sc., xxv. 1883, 
436.) w. M + I>. y |22l 

Hateuitef 

Concretions in meteoric iron. — Professor J., 
Lawrence Smith gives a connected statement regard¬ 
ing the concretions found from time to time ty 
the interior of various meteoric irons. Six kinds > 
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of simple nodules occur, composed respectively of 
pyrrhollte (troillte), schreiberslte, graphite, daubr6- 
elite, chromite, and lawreneite. Others consist of 
several minerals aggregated together. Smith holds, 
from the study of these concretions, that tlie contain¬ 
ing * iron was at one time in a plastic state from the 
effect of heat.’ — (Arner. journ. sc., June.) m, e. w. 

[222 

MINERALOGY. 

Scovlllite.— Under this name, Messrs. G. J. 
Brush and S. L. Pen field have described a new phos¬ 
phate from the Seoville ore-bed, Salisbury, Conn. It 
occurs as a thin crust of a pinkish or brownish color, 
coating iron and manganese ores. Hardness, 3.5; 
specific gravity, 4. Before the blowpipe the mineral 
is Infusible, and, with borax and salt of phosphorus, 
gives beautiful rose-colored beads (didymium) In both 
oxidizing and reducing flames. It is readily soluble 
in dilute acids. Chemical analysis yielded P a O rt 
(24.94). (y,ICr),0 :l (8.51). (La,Di) v O, (55.17) . Fe v O a 
(0.26) . 11*0 (7.37) . CO* (3.59)^=99.83 %. The pres¬ 
ence of carbon di-oxide Is regarded as due to an 
admixture of lanthanite, — (La.Di)* (CO ;1 )j 011*0; 
and, deducting the constituents corresponding to the 
above formula, there is left 82.70 % of a phosphate, 
which, calculated up to 100 gives P 4 O a (30.12) . 
(Y,Er)*0 , (10.28). (La.Di)*0 ;j (55.75). Fe*0 ; , (0.30). 
H*G (3.57)^ 100 %. This corresponds closely with 
the formula R*(PU 4 )* 11*0, where R=(Y, Kr, La, 
and Di). The new mineral is therefore a normal 
phosphate of the above metals, plus one molecule of 
water. — (Amer. journ, sc., June.) s. n. p. (223 

XTUmannite. — Crystals of this mineral from Mon- 
tenarba, Sardinia, have been crystallographically in¬ 
vestigated by C. Klein. The crystals were embedded 
In caiclte, and were obtained by dissolving the calcite 
In dilute acetic add: they were of cubical habit, pos¬ 
sessed a perfect cubical cleavage, and showed on the 
cubic faces the striations so common In pyrite, and 
characteristic of the parallel or pyritohedral hemihe- 
drons. Besides the cube, the faces of the rhombic 
dodecahedron and pentagonal dodecahedron, ttooO*, 
were observed. The chemical analysis was made by 
P. Jannasch, and yielded 8 (14.02). Sb (57.43) . As 
(trace) . Ni (27.82) . Co (0.05) . Fe (0.03)^99,95 %, 
corresponding closely with the formula Ni 8b 8. 
Gravity, 6.84. The mineral is therefore closely re¬ 
lated to pyrite, crystallizing like it in parallel hemi- 
hedrons, and having an analogous composition in that 
the nickel and antimony are isomorphous with iron 
and sulphur. — (Jahrb . min., 1883,180.) s. h. r. [224 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Africa.) 

French misalonary-work in eastern Afrioa. 
-~The French missionaries sent from Algeria have 
successfully established a station at Tabora in charge 
of Pfere Hautcoeur. Their missions at Ujiji and 
Usanzd are progressing favorably. That at Uganda, 
owing chiefly to the petty persecution experienced 
from king M'tesa, has been abandoned, and the party 
have taken refuge on the southern shores of Lake 
Tanganyika. Six new missionaries have been de¬ 


spatched from Algiers to re-enforce the staff at sta¬ 
tions in Central Africa. The station at M’rogoro, less 
than six months old, already presents the aspect of 
civilization, stone buildingB replacing thatched huts; 
and the adjacent land, until lately covered with for¬ 
ests and jungle, has been cleared, and plauted with 
coffee-bushes, which appear likely to succeed. Other 
establishments are equally flourishing. — (Compten 
rendua hoc. ytoyr., no, 11.) w. H. d. [225 

BOTANY. 

Frofcogyny of grasses. — Bailey gives an an ex¬ 
ample, Hparlina juncea. — {Bull. Torrey club, July .) 
w. T. [226 

Pollination of priokly pear,— Dr. Knnztf sees, 
in the irritable stamens of Opuntia vulgaris, a pro¬ 
vision for securing close fertilization by insect aid. 
In fair weather each flower opens on two successive 
days. Hive-bees, flies, and humble-bees were seen 
to visit the flowers for nectar, in obtaining which 
they grasp clusters of stamens, which, when released, 
fly up against the pistil, from which they slowly re¬ 
cede to their former position. Although the legs of 
the Insects were covered with masses of pollen after 
visiting a flower, they were not seen to creep over 
the stigmas: erpo, the pollen grains are supposed to 
be thrown between the stigmas after the sudden 
movement following the retreat of an insect. It 
is hardly necessary to add, however, that crossing 
is well effected by the insects In question, the mo¬ 
tion of the stamens insuring a thorough dusting of 
their bodies with pollen. — (Bull. Torrey club , July.) 
W. T. [227 

Mimlory. — Bailey notes the resemblance of a 
spider to the involucral scales of the swamp thistle, 
on which it lies in wait for insects which visit the 
flowers. — ( Hot . yazettc, Aug.) w. x. [228 

ZOdLOGY. 

ttollusks. 

Fleurotomidae of Senegambla.— Baron von 
Maltzan reviews the Fleurotomidae of this region, 
especially of the Island of Goree. He obtained 
thirty-six species and varieties, of which about one- 
third are new. Only four were known to Adanson, 
who first monographed this fauna. About fifteen 
per cent are European forms, which are smaller and 
rarer than those of the same species in the Mediter¬ 
ranean. — (Jahrb. mat ye*., vii. ii.) w. n. i>. [229 

Mollusoa of the Caucasus. — Bottger offers an 
important paper on the land-shells of the Caucasus, 
supplementary to others printed in preceding years. 
Rich material has been brought together by Gen. 
Komaroff and Hans Leder. The Limacidae afford 
several new forms; the new section Gigantolainax is 
proposed under Amalia, and Parallmax under Li- 
nmx, A new genus of TestacellUlac, Selenoclilamys, 
is proposed for a form resembling Daudehardia ex¬ 
ternally, but without an internal shell, and with 
the respiratory orifice at the right anterior part of 
the very small clypeus. No known mollusk closely 
resembles this remarkable slug, which was found 
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near Kutais. A large number of new aperies and 
varieties are described, — (Jalirf). mat. gv vli. it.) 
w, ii. d. [230 

Monograph of Ringicula.— L. Morlet has pub¬ 
lished a second supplement to Ins valuable mono¬ 
graph of Hingicula, in which four new recent and as 
many new fossil forms are made known, and a synop¬ 
sis, after Seguenza, of the tertiary Italian species, is 
added. — (Journ. de conchyL , xxii. fi.) w. u. i>. [231 

Worms. 

New worm with remarkable nervous system. 

— The Willem Barents on her third voyage captured 
a worm, which A. A, W. Ilubrccht, describes under 
the name of Pseudonoinaton nervosum. lie gives a 
general account of its structure, and promises a fuller 
monograph. The animal is about sixty-five milli¬ 
metres long, one and three-quarters millimetres 
thick, tapering behind. The digestive tract runs 
straight through from end to end. On the ventral 
side, about forty-five millimetres from the head, is a 
disk, probably a sucker. No traces of sexual, excre¬ 
tory, or sensory organs were found. The epidermis 
is thin. The muscles form three layers,— a thick 
external longitudinal, a middle transverse or circu¬ 
lar, and an internal longitudinal layer, — variously de¬ 
veloped in different parts of the body. The nervous 
system is very remarkable: it forms a continuous 
layer completely around the body, and lies immedi¬ 
ately inside the layer of circular muscular fibres. It 
consists, 1°, of a fine network of delicate filaments, 
appearing as if felted, barely tinged by the staining 
reagents; and, 2°, of scattered nuclei belonging partly 
to connective tissue, partly to ganglion-cells. The 
layer forms a continuous tube from the bead, where 
there Is no ganglionic enlargement, back through the 
body to Mm caudal region, where the layer is present 
dot sally only. 

iruhrerht further discusses the phylogeny of the 
nervous system in continuation of Ids previous paper 
{Quart* journ. mir.r, sc,, xx. 431). He points out, 
that, 1°, in its lowest form (Medusae), the nervous 
system is diffuse, and there are no nerve-fibres prop¬ 
erly so called; 2°, In a little more advanced stage it 
tends to form a layer spread out under and parallel 
with the eeLoderin; the general histological character 
is the same as under 1°, — a felted network of fine 
fibrillae, which spring from the ganglion-cells (Acti¬ 
niae, Psucdonemafcon); 3°, the diffuse layer is still 
present, but certain tracts are more developed, mak¬ 
ing the primitive nerve-cords (Chaetognatld, Chiton, 
etc.); 4°, the diffuse part is gradually lost, and the 
cords are retained. These conclusions arc confirmed 
bv citations from numerous recent researches. Dr. 
Ilubrccht lias, we think, successfully established 
two very Important generalizations, — first, that in 
the lower animals there prevails a uniform type of 
nervous tissue, ganglion-cell and nerve.fibre being 
incompletely differentiated, and the nerve-fibres being 
in the form of a network; secondly, that the nerves 
were developed by concentration of the diffuse tissue 
along certain pathways. FI is paper Is certainly.one 
of much value and originality. Systematically the 


position of Paeudonematon is uncertain, blit it proba¬ 
bly belongs somewhere near the nematods ami plat- 
hclinluths.— (VerA. a cad, wetmwh. Amst., xxii. 3d 
art.) c. s. m. [232 

VERTEBRATES. 

Development of the diaphragm and pericar¬ 
dium.— Our knowledge of the changes which lead 
to the partitioning-off of the anterior end of the 
body-cavity in vertebrates to form the pericardial ami 
pleural cavities lias heretofore remained obscure. 
Uskow has investigated the subject under Wal- 
deyer'a direction, at Strassburg, and publishes an 
important memoir, The essay opens with a review 
of the previous literature. The research was car¬ 
ried out principally on rabbits, but also extended to 
other mammalia, and classes of vertebrates. At 
nine days (iti rabbit embryos) the oinphalo-vnesaraic 
veins enter the body from the sides, along the lower 
wall of the body-cavity, into which they bulge up. 
The part of the body-cavity in front is cylindrical; 
behind, fissure-like. The two cylindrical halves meet 
anteriorly, and unite below the heart, forming the 
primitive pericardial division of the' coelom. The 
posterior wall of this cavity is pierced by the sinus 
venosus, and receives the name of septum transver- 
sum: it is a tliin membrane, which separates the 
pericardial space from the fore-gut of the embryo. 
In the next stage, the pericardial space has enlarged,- 
the most important effect of which is to drive the 
septum trausversum backwards until it lies together 
with the omphalo-mesaraic veins, so producing the 
membrane which supports the groat veins, and di¬ 
vides off the ventral portion of the pericardial space 
from the dorsal portion and the general body-cavity, 
or paired coelom. This membrane then forms part 
of the wall of the pericardial cavity; but it also 
forms the primitive diaphragm, the dorsal portion 
of the original pericardial space becoming, in con¬ 
junction with the anterior end of the coelom, the 
pleural cavity. 

The pericardial wall consists, according to its devel¬ 
opment, of three parts: 1°. part of the original wall 
of the coelom {this includes that portion which 
remains permanently attached in mammals to the 
anterior thoracic wall); 2°. the septum transversurn, 
which becomes the pleuro-pericardlac membrane; 
3°. the principal part derived from the body-wall, 
its separation being consequent upon the enlarge¬ 
ment of the pleural cavities. The part from the 
septum is originally continuous with the diaphragm. 

The diaphragm is at first a connective tissue struc¬ 
ture. The muscle grows in later from the dorsal side, 
appearing first in embryos (rabbits) of nine milli¬ 
metres length. It probably Is derived from the 
muscle plates, but that was not determined with 
certainty. The primitive diaphragm arises In its 
ventral part from a papillary growth of the septum 
trausversum; In its dorsal part, laterally from the 
tissue carrying the large omphalo-mesaraic veins; 
rnedianly, from the outgrowth of the septum trans- 
versum known as the mat-sa transversa. 

From the comparative study of other types, the fol¬ 
lowing grades of development of the diaphragm 
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were ascertained. 1, The ventral ami dorsal por¬ 
tions of the diaphragm are completely developed: 
they completely divide the coelom, and have muscles. 
The pericardium, except two thin lamellae, is entirely 
separated from the diaphragm (rabbit), 2. Same as 
1, save that a part of the diaphragm remains united 
with the pericardium (man). 3. Same as 2, but the 
diaphragm contains no muscles, and its ventral part 
is completely fused with the pericardium (hen), 4. 
Same as 3, but the dorsal part is not completely de¬ 
veloped, remaining in a primitive condition (lizard) 
or in an early stage (frog). Here might properly he 
reckoned certain imperfect developments in man. 
o. Same as 4, hut the diaphragm, or its ventral part, 
forms a united whole with the pericardium, remain¬ 
ing at the stage of the septum trausversum (Myxi- 
noids,— Ammococtcs). 6. The teleosts stand apart, 
in that, although, as seen in the salmon, there is a 
certain separation of the diaphragm from the peri¬ 
cardium, even more than in birds, yet the dorsal 
portion of the diaphragm is completely wanting. 

The paper contains numerous details. The au¬ 
thors nomenclature is confusing, and we have 
found it very ditUcutt to follow his account. — {Arch, 
toiler, anuL, xxii. 143.) c. s. m. [233 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Mutilations of th© teeth. — Ethnographers who 
have minutely described mu Illations of the teeth in 
other parts of tins world have said nothing of a 
similar practice among the natives of the two Amer¬ 
icas. The practice is not common in the western 
world; arid it is a little singular that people who 
deform to an extraordinary degree their lips, noses, 
checks, and ears, respect the integrity of their teeth. 
The historians of this practice overlook the abrasions 
noticed by Vancouver among the Indians of Trini¬ 
dad Bay, and by Petitot. among the Tchiglits at the 
mouth of the Mackenzie and of the Anderson. Fi¬ 
nally, no notice is taken of dental mutilations for¬ 
merly in use in Mexico and Yucatan, upon which 
Sahagun, Land a, and Mot a Padilla have furnished 
information. M. Flamy has gathered from the last- 
named writers their allusions to these subjects, and 
prepared an illustrated monograph. The drawings 
Indicate both filing and perforations. — (Hull, hoc. 
antkrop . Pari*, v. 879.) J. w, i\ [234 

Imperial Chinese tombs. —* Among the moun¬ 
tains east of Peking are the imperial tombs. The 
Great Wall forms the northern boundary of an en¬ 
closure five miles square, Besides this, a wide tract 
outside the boundary-wall belongs to the mausolea, 
and is forbidden ground, wherein man is not permitted 
to build dwellings or to bury his dead. Shun-chih 
(1644-02) and tour of his successors sleep here, with 
the heavens, the hills, and the streams around them. 
The earlier Manchu princes are burled at Movkden. 
The tombs are all alike in essential features, built 
on a southern slope, with a stream in front. In ap¬ 
proaching the tomb, the explorer passes first two 
lofty stone pillars, that serve as a gateway to figures 
of men aud animals in pairs, facing one another on 


opposite sides. An ornamental archway opens upon 
a curved marble bridge of several arches, with finely 
carved balustrade. After crossing the stream, the 
traveller passes guard-houses and the sacrificial hall 
on the right and left, and comes upon a small build¬ 
ing, In the centre of which stands, supported upon 
the back of a huge marble tortoise, the memorial 
tablet, on which is written an account of the deeds 
of the departed. Halls of entertainment flank this 
building; and farther on in a direct line are the chapel 
of the dead, the bright pavilion, and, last of all, the 
earth-palace, or tumulus, within which the coffin lies. 
When the body is laid in this earth-palace, the door 
is shut. Behind the door, inside, is a round hole in 
the stone floor; and, when the door Is shut, a large 
hall of stone follows It, and, falling into the hole, 
prevents the stone door ever opening again. The 
emperor is then said * to be at peace forevermore/ 
Mr. F. S. A. Bourne, who gives the information above 
quoted, entered this enclosure with great difficulty. 
A minute account of the appearance and function 
of the two rows of sphinx-like figures adds much 
interest to the author’s narrative. The mausoleum 
prepared for the present empress’s regent is just com¬ 
pleted, and cost about. C1,500,000. — ( Proc. my. ycayr. 
hoc v. 23.) *1. \v. i\ [235 

EARLY INSTITUTIONS. 

Malagasy place-names. — We have a long article 
upon local names in Madagascar by the. Rev. James 
Slbree, jun. The object of the writer is to show how 
the names of places illustrate the mental habits of 
the people aud their powers of observation. Many 
names of villages include Malagasy equivalents for 
the Anglo-Saxon words fun, ham , buryh . Personal 
names are very common. Villages are named after 
distinguished chiefs. The article will interest some 
of our readers. — ( Joum . roy . Aniat. hoc., April, 
1883.) i). w. B. [236 

Chines© laws and customs. — An article upon 
this subject by E. H. Parker appeared in the China 
review, viii. 67. Now we have another by Christo¬ 
pher Gardner. The two writers are of one rnlml upon 
most points. It is only upon a few matters of detail 
that they differ. Mr. Gardner tells us that the laws 
and customs of China have been very little changed 
since the seventh century, Chinese law, we are 
told, cannot he ‘ squared ’ with the theory of Ben- 
tluim and Austin, which resolves all laws into com¬ 
mands Imposed by a lawgiver. It is based upon 
public sentiment and opinion, and upon previously 
existing custom. It ‘follows the instincts of the peo¬ 
ple/ Then we are lold that the tribe has been 
derived from the family, not the family from the 
tribe. Exogamy has in China prevailed over enog- 
amy. As for the land, it is held by single families 
(house communities), or by groups of families (vil¬ 
lage communities). It is a pity that the writer does 
not desettbe the house community and village com¬ 
munity more fully, and in more exact language. 
The article is interesting. — {Journ. roy . Aniat. hoc., 
April, 1883.) i>. w. k. [237 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 

With this number our report of the meeting of the 
American association is completed. No session of 
section G was held, and no vice-presidential addresses 
delivered in sections C, D, or G. In our next num¬ 
ber we shall print in full the promised papers of 
Messrs. Garb art and Dana. At some future time we 
may also take occasion to refer more particularly to 
the report of the committee upon the removal of 
duties on imported text-books and the discussion 
of the same, of which we have a full account. Few 
other committees besides this, and those already 
announced, made any reports; and the several com¬ 
mittees on weights, measures, and coinage, on stand¬ 
ard time, on primary meridian and International 
standard time, and on the records of science, were 
discontinued, that on standard time In consequence 
of the favorable action of the railways of the country 
in the proper direction. The committee on the intro¬ 
duction of science teaching in the public schools, on 
the registration of deaths, births, and marriages, 
on stellar charts, and on an international convention 
of scientific associations, reported progress, and were 
continued. 

A by-law to the constitution was passed, providing 
that every member should have the privilege of regis¬ 
tering the members of his family at meetings of the 
association (not including men over twenty-one years 
of age), by paying three dollars for each registration; 
the person so registered being entitled to all privileges 
offered members by the local committee. The stand¬ 
ing committee also passed a rule that, hereafter no 
paper will be accepted for reading before any of the 
sections, unless accompanied by such abstract as 
the writer deems ready for publication. 

Sections H and I had, in some respects, a similar 
experience at Minneapolis. Both were unable to 
organize until the week of the meeting was half over. 
To each there came, almost at the very last moment, 
a paper of unusual interest. In the anthropological 
section, Miss Babbitt's paper announced the dis¬ 
covery, in Minnesota, of traces of human labor be¬ 
neath a deposit of twelve or fifteen feet of the material 
which forms one of the terraces of an ancient river. 
This seems to be a confirmation of the theory ad¬ 
vanced by Dr. Abbott, respecting his similar dis¬ 
coveries in New Jersey, that man existed on this 
continent during at least a portion of the glacial 
epoch. There will, of course, be a lively discussion 
between experts, as to whether these quartz speci¬ 
mens are actual relics of human industry. Thus 
far, at best, the glacial workman is known only by 
his chips. 

In the section devoted to statistics, Mr, Dodge an¬ 
nounced what may perhaps be accounted a discovery 
in that dry branch of science, He has found that a 
singular and quite definite relation exists, in large 
communities, between an excess of non-agricultural 
over agricultural workers, and an increase of values 
in the land, products, and wages of agriculture. The 
figures may soothe the fears of those political econo¬ 
mists who from time to time predict national disaster 


because so few American youths take kindly to farm¬ 
ing pursuits. An obvious inference from the statis- 
tistics is that prosperity comes where industry is 
diversified. Weapons of argument may thence be 
drawn by those who believe in a public policy tend¬ 
ing to encourage non-agricultural industries. 

— The Royal academy of medicine of Turin has 
unanimously awarded the Riberi prize of 20,000 
francs ($4,000) to Prof. Bizzozero for his researches 
on the * Physiopathology of blood,' the subject 
proposed by the academy. The commissioners of 
award received several essays: those of Wharton 
Jones, Norris, Hayem, and Bizzozero were consid¬ 
ered to deserve special consideration. The last two 
were assigned the first rank. The most important 
matter in both of these is the Investigation of the 
third morphological element of the blood (Hayem’s 
haematoblastft). The commissioners, all well-known 
«« vanta, judged that Hayem did not completely dem¬ 
onstrate that the red globules are derived from the 
haematoblasts. Bizzozero solves the Important prob¬ 
lem of the origin of the red globules, determines the 
relation of the haematoblasts to coagulation, and 
throws new light on the formation of thrombi. 
His memoir was therefore deemed the more impor¬ 
tant, and to Bizzozero accordingly the very valuable 
award has been made. 

— The officers of the Cincinnati society of natural 
history inaugurated about June 1 a course of free 
lectures on botany. The first was given on June 9, 
to a company of forty-seven, many of them teachers 
in the public schools. The lectures have been con¬ 
tinued weekly, and the last was given on Aug. 11. 
Tim object of the society in the establishment of this 
course was to get the public generally interested in 
scientific pursuits; and the success of this, the first 
attempt of the kind in this city for many years, has 
been most gratifying. The average attendance has 
been over thirty, notwithstanding the hot weather, 
lateness of the season, and the absence from the city 
of many who would otherwise have attended. The 
officers hope, in the autumn, to have courses in other 
branches of science, so that a general interest may be 
awakened among the citizens, and attention called 
to the importance of the study. 

— News has been received from the French meteor¬ 
ological station at Orange Harbor, Patagonia: all 
were in good health, and work progressing favorably. 
The cattle which had been brought from Montevideo 
had perished, but those from Puuta Arenas were 
flourishing. The surgeon of the party, Dr. Hyades, 
had made full anthropological Investigations of the 
Fuegians who were settled near the station. Casts 
of heads and limbs had been secured, and many 
photographs taken. A Collection of utensils, elc. t 
had been brought together, including a large canoe 
with its entire outfit. He was engaged in studying 
the language, which appeared to be somewhat dif¬ 
ferent from the vocabularies collected by Darwin 
nearly half a century ago. 

— Professor W. A. Rogers wishes us to state that 
the relation between the Imperial yard and the mitre 
dee arehivee is wrongly given in our abstract of his 
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paper on p, 250. It should have been stated as fol¬ 
lows: Imperial yard + 3.37027 inches " mfetre det 
arcfnvee* 

— Matthew Arnold’s ingenious argument for the 
survival of literature, from its relation to conduct, 
encounters an objection in the apparent effect of sci¬ 
entific pursuits upon the character of his country¬ 
men. When one affirmed of Clerk Maxwell, that 
“he was free from every taint of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil,” It seemed no exaggeration to those 
who knew him. Darwin, Balfour, Sir Rowan Hamil¬ 
ton. and H. J. S. Smith, each in his turn was scarce¬ 
ly less endeared by his gcuilal virtues than ad in I red 
for his lofty powers. None of these was so largely 
identified with the world, its business temptations, 
its social allurements, as William Spottiswoode, the 
late president of the Royal Society; aud none left the 
memory of a purer life, a heart more “full of exer¬ 
cised humanity.” 

In his funeral sermon, referring to the text, “ The 
world passeth away, aud the lust thereof; but he 
that doeth the will of the Lord abideth forever,” the 
Dean of Westminster Abbey said, ** Apart from gen¬ 
eral considerations of life and death, the words have 
special reference to that last one of our own time ac¬ 
counted worthy to rest with the illustrious dead within 
these walls. . . . To his great talents and his pro¬ 
found knowledge were united such graces of charac¬ 
ter as the most modest unselfishness and the most 
Bpotless Integrity. He was ever anxious, earnestly 
aud justly, to place before his fellow-men such knowl¬ 
edge as would conduce to their welfare; and so well 
did he do this work among his countrymen, that it 
might be doubted whether his philanthropy did not 
predominate over his love of science.” 

— M. Pasteur 1ms proved that the burial of diseased 
animals does not destroy the germs of disease, or 
obviate the chance of infection to any animals who 
may afterwards feed on the ground above where the 
body of the diseased animal was buried. M. Alm6 
Girard proposes to destroy the germs in the dead 
bodies of diseased animals by treating the carcasses 
with cold concentrated sulphuric acid. The destruc¬ 
tion of the germs is proved to be complete. Experi¬ 
ments made at St. Gobaln show that three hundred 
and twenty-one kilograms at 00° proof, dissolved in 
ten days nine sheep, weighing two hundred and 
four kilograms. The resulting liquid, mixed with four 
hundred and forty kilograms of coprolites from Ar¬ 
dennes, produced nine hundred and forty kilograms 
of superphosphate of lime, containing thirty-six per 
cent of nitrogen. Thus, by a simple process, most 
dangerous bodies are destroyed, and a valuable fer¬ 
tilizer obtained. 

—Nature announces that the Lords of the com¬ 
mittee of council on education, of England, have, 
by a recent minute, decided ‘to withdraw the prizes 
hitherto given to candidates in the science examina¬ 
tions who obtain a first class in the elementary stage 
of the various subjects of science, substituting cer¬ 
tificates of merit, and retaining only the prizes given 
in the advanced stage. The money hitherto devoted 
to prizes will be employed in providing thirty-six 


national scholarships,— twelve each year, — which 
will be offered in competition to students of the in¬ 
dustrial classes, and awarded at the annual examine 
tions of the department. The National scholarship 
will be tenable, at the option of the holder, either at 
the Normal school of science, South Kensington, or 
at the Royal college of science, Dublin, during the 
course for the asaoeiateship, — about three years. 
The scholar will receive thirty shillings a week during 
the session of nearly nine months in the year, second- 
class railway fare to and from London or Dublin, and 
free admission to the lectures and laboratories. This 
is a most important step in advance. 

— The Rev. Father Emile Fortune Stanislas Joseph 
Petitot, well known for his valuable contributions to 
American linguistics and his extended journeys over 
the Hudson Ray territory, has received a medal from 
the Royal geographical society. He is the first French¬ 
man thus honored since Francis Gamier. He has 
now retired from mission-work, and will devote him¬ 
self to study for some years. 

— The Delaland-Uuerhieau prize has for the second 
time been bestowed by the French academy upon 
M. Savorgnan de Brazza, of Congo notoriety. The 
military medal for ‘exceptional services’ has been 
given to the sergeant Malamfne, a native of Senegal, 
for his defence of Brazzaville against all comers dur¬ 
ing the absence of his superior, 

— The last number of the bulletin of Nuttal club 
contains part of Burrows’ list of birds from the 
lower Uruguay, which is sufficiently full to he of 
value. The critical list of birds In vicinity of Col¬ 
orado Springs Is of great interest. Mr. Allen’s val¬ 
uable list of minor ornithological publications should 
also be mentioned. 

— Mr. E. 11. Miller states, in the American apn'euZ- 
turlst , that wherever the ornamental shrub commonly 
called Deutzla scabra grows near grape-vines, the 
rose-bugs prefer the flowers of the Deutzia, and thus 
the grapes are protected. Grape-growers may there¬ 
fore cultivate a charming shrub with a double pur¬ 
pose. 

— Rev. W, W. Meecli recommends, in the American 
agriculturist, judicious salting to prevent the blight 
which troubles quinces, and burning affected parts 
to overcome the ravages of the fungus Koestelia au- 
rantiaca. 

— The sixth annual report on the birds of Ger¬ 
many In the Journal filr ornitholosjie contains many 
interesting notes on migrations and breeding-dates. 

—At a lecture recently given at Mauch Chunk, 
Penn., by Mr. Charles A. Ashburner, geologist In 
charge of the anthracite surveys in that state, the 
lecturer made some general statements in regard to 
the amount of coal which has been mined, and which 
still remains in the region, which we copy from the 
Mininy Herald of Shenandoah. “ The total amount 
of coal produced from the anthracite fields up to Jan. 
1, 1883, was 600,833,61)5 tons. It is hard to realize 
this amount. To place it in a popular form, it was 
stated that It would form a solid compact wall of coal 
(26 cubic feet = 2,240 pounds = 1 ton) 100 feet wide 
and 100 feet high for a distance of 241 miles, or It 
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would form a similar wall along tho railroad between 
Philadelphia and New York 100 feet wide and 268 
feet high. It was estimated that the region originally 
contained 25,000,000,IKK) tons. If it be assumed that 
in the production of 500,63*1,605 tons an area has 
been practically exhausted which originally contained 
1,500,000,000 tons, there is 94% of the coal origi¬ 
nally contained which still remains untouched. In 
comparing the anthracite, region with the bitumi¬ 
nous fields of England, the estimated contents of the 
former is about one-sixth of what the most recent 
estimates assign to the latter. About the same pro¬ 
portion exists between the annual production of 
Pennsylvania anthracite and English bituminous. 
Mr, Ashburuer stated the estimates were based upon 
very general, but at preseut the most reliable data. 
The geological-survey estimates have not yet ex¬ 
tended beyond the Panther (’reek basin, between 
Mauch Chunk and Tam aqua. It was stated that 
tills basin originally contained 1,032,000,000 tons of 
coal, — double the amount which has already been 
shipped from the entire region. An area had been 
mined over in this basin, up to last January, which 
originally contained about 92,000.000 tons, so that 
91% of the original coal still remains tin touched. 
About 88% of the coal which lias been mined from 
this basin was taken from the mammoth bed.” 

In a subsequent communication to the same paper, 
Mr, Ash burner disclaims having made any statements 
with regard to the exhaustion of the anthracite coal¬ 
fields of Pennsylvania, with which he had been 
credited by various newspapers* lie adds, however, 
that Mr. P. \V. Kheafer, who has probably given this 
subject more careful consideration than any one else, 
has made a very general statement that the field 
still contains about 25 , 000 , 000,000 tons of coal. Up to 
Jan, 1, 1883, he had estimated that the total produc¬ 
tion amounted to 509,333,005 tons. Itliasbeen gener¬ 
ally thought that but one-third of the coal contained 
has been consumed as fuel; so that, up to last January, 
an area had been exhausted which originally contained 
about 1,500,000,000 tons, 23,500,000,000 tons remain¬ 
ing untouched. If this same proportion of produc¬ 
tion to original content be applied to that which still 
remains, about 8,000,000,000 tons would represent the 
possible future production. According to the mine- 
inspector’s report, there was produced last year 
31,281,060 tons. If this production should remain 
constant for all future time, the field would be ex¬ 
hausted in a little over 200 years. Such a conclusion 
is quite untenable, for our yearly production is rap¬ 
idly increasing. In 1870 there was shipped from the 
region 10,182,191 tons, and in 1880, 23,437,242 tons. 
Tho abrupt exhaustion of the coal-fields is a practical 
impossibility; nor is it reasonable to suppose, that, 
if on an average for every ton of coal won there are 
two lost, this will be the practice In future mining. 
The geological survey has already in its possession 
many valuable facts to throw light on this subject; 
but, as it is hoped that the survey will be completed 
before this question of ultimate exhaustion wlih be¬ 
come one of practical concern, it would be folly to 
make any statement as to bow long the coal will last. 


— M. Uaubrde has been examining an Interesting 
meteorite which fell not far from Nogoga, in the 
province of Entre Kios, Argentine Republic, Chemi¬ 
cal analysis proves that the meteorite contains iron, 
lime, and magnesia; but Us most important feature 
Is, that it is said to contain carbon in an organic 
form, which is chiefly proved by tho action of potash 
in it, M. Daubrde from this is led to hope that he 
may yet find organic remains in a meteorite, 

—In the September A ttantic ., Bradford Torrey prints 
some studies in the temperaments of birds, which 
will interest ornithologists, as they are made from 
personal observation. The chickadee, goldfinch, 
brown thrush, towhee, blue-jay, shrike, white-eyed 
vireo, and chat, and the New-England species of 
Hylocichlae, are discussed. 

— The Florence newspapers announce the acqui¬ 
sition of a skull of Mastodon arvernensis by the IsLi- 
tuto di studii superior*. Professor rPAncona writes to 
La nasione, that it was found through excavations that 
were making in pliocene deposits in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Percussina, situated about two hundred 
metres above the sea, between Siena and Florence. 

— In bis recent, work on cultivated plants, DeCan- 
dolle says, ** In the history of cultivated plants I have 
found no indication of communications between the 
inhabitants of the old and new world anterior to the 
discovery of America by Columbus. The Gulf Stream 
has equally been without effect. Between America 
and Asia, tw T o transportations may have been effected; 
one by man (the batatas), the other by man or by the 
sea (cocoa-nut).” Drs. Gray and Trumbull, in com¬ 
menting on this in the last number of the American 
journal of science, say, u Perhaps the banana should 
be ranked with the sweet-potato In this regard. And 
we may merely conjecture that the purslain came 
to our eastern coast with the Scandinavians or the 
Basques,” 

— Ostrich-chicks are hatching out at the ostrich- 
farm near Anaheim, Cal., at the rate of one a day. 
AVhcn they first come out of the egg, they are about 
the size of a half-grown duck. They have good ap¬ 
petites, and grow rapidly. 

— Meaiiff of transportation are rapidly increasing 
on the borders of countries not w ithin the recognized 
bounds of civilization. Thus it is announced that 
the journey from Paris to Algiers will shortly he re¬ 
duced to thirty-three hours rail and steamer travel, 
of which only sixteen will he by boat. Hitherto 
passengers by the Marseilles line, in the regular rou¬ 
tine of travel, have spent forty hours on the water 
alone, beside thfi railway journey from Paris. 

— At the meeting of the French entomological 
society, held July 11, Mr. 35. Leffevre showed a large 
solitary ant allied to Ponera, found about Hong Kong, 
remarkable for the extraordinary development of Its 
mouth parts, and for Its power of leaping; being able, 
when disturbed, to make bounds of twenty to twenty- 
five centimetres. The statement was confirmed by 
the experience of earlier observers. As the legs are 
In no way developed for springing, Mr^ Lefbvre was 
inclined to think that It was accomplished In some 
way by its buccal organs. 
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THE U. S. SIGNAL SERVICE. 

II. 

It must be said that the annual report would 
be vastly improved by being made either one 
thing or the other, or, better, two separate 
things. At present it is at once a rfaumt of 
meteorological work done during the year, and 
a government blue-book. As the former, it 
falls far short, not of the ideal, but of the possi¬ 
ble : it is probably equallj' deficient considered 
as the latter. It is certainly desirable that the 
summarized results of such great labor, com¬ 
prehending so vast a field, should be published 
annually in such a form as to be useful to those 
who are engaged in meteorological study and 
research, and it ought to be done with reason¬ 
able promptness. 

The size of the volume might be reduced to 
at least one-half of what it is at present, and 
that without material loss. The report proper 
of the chief signal officer ought to be rewritten ; 
and it does not seem too much to ask that it be 
prepared afresh every year, and that it should 
be confined to a statement and discussion of the 
actual progress made during the 3 ear. Expen¬ 
sive reprinting is a luxury that only govern¬ 
ment offices can afford to indulge in, and it is 
sometimes carried to an extent that is not only 
wasteM, but positively objectionable. A large 
portion of this annual report is made up of a re¬ 
publication of the monthly weather-reviews for 
the year. These have already been printed and 
circulated among those to whom they would be 
useful. Another large part consists of material 
already printed and circulated as * Instructions 
to observers,’ and might well be dispensed with 
here. The * annual meteorological summary,’ 
occupying about one-fourth of the volume, is 
susceptible of considerable condensation with¬ 
out loss of value to the student of meteorology. 
Many of the appendices are made up entirely of 
matter which is, of itself, not without value, and 
No, aa.-ms. 


which niaj’ well be kept on file and accessible at 
the central office, but which is entirely without 
interest or value to the majority of those into 
whose hands this report is intended to fall. A 
much smaller volume, embodying the real me¬ 
teorological work of the year, with such discus¬ 
sions thereof as could be given, as everybody 
knows, bj r persons in the employ of the govern¬ 
ment at the central office, would be welcomed 
everywhere, and would be a real boon to stu¬ 
dents. As at present issued, the report is un¬ 
manageable, uninviting, and unsatisfactory. 

As already intimated, the report for 1881 
contains evidence of some important changes 
in the organization of the central office, and in 
the general policy of the service. It seems 
now to be recognized, that meteorology' is, or 
will be, a science , and that it is wisdom on the 
part of the government to secure the coopera¬ 
tion of scientific men in the work which it has 
undertaken, as well as to employ an important 
portion of its own staff in the investigation of 
meteorological problems, and the carrying-on 
of special researches. This is a step which, 
although tardy, will be highly appreciated. 

Among the most tangible results thus far 
may be mentioned the permanent establish¬ 
ment of a 1 scientific and study division, ’ The 
wisdom of placing this entirely under the con¬ 
trol of Professor Abbe, and of permitting him 
to select his own assistants, cannot be too 
highly commended. Mis selection of Messrs. 
Upton, Hagen, and Waldo for this important 
service has been justified by the numerous 
valuable contributions which they have alread3 r 
made under his direction. The transfer of 
Professor Parrel from the coast survey to the 
meteorological bureau is another step in the 
same direction, which is likely to materially 
increase the strength of the division. In many 
other directions, the chief signal officer has 
shown his appreciation of the ‘ eternal fitness 
of things,’ He has sought and obtained the 
cooperation of the National academy, in the 
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appointment of a permanent committee of that 
body to which he may refer such questions con¬ 
cerning meteorological science as may seem 
desirable, lie has inaugurated the custom of 
consulting specialists upon various matters 
pertaining to the service, and has shown a. dis¬ 
position to aid scientific research in all matters 
related to meteorology, as instanced in Profes¬ 
sor Langley’s expedition to Mount Whitney, in 
the offer to the coast-survey of cooperation 
in the making of pendulum-observations, and 
in the interest shown in polar research. The 
publication of professional papers by members 
of the staff; the work undertaken in the way of 
a revision and definitive establishment of stand¬ 
ards of pressure and temperature ; a promise 
that after a while something will be attempted 
in the way of a study of atmospheric electri¬ 
city; and the proposition to offer prizes for 
essays upon various meteorological problems, 
competition to be open to the world, — are all 
straws that show which way the wind is blowing. 

At the same time, the general observation 
work has been much extended by the wise and 
hearty interest which the chief signal officer 
has shown in the establishment of state weather 
services, which have rapidly increased in num¬ 
ber through his encouragement and material 
aid. This is particularly fortunate just now, 
when the general service has unfortunately 
been crippled-by the failure on the part of con¬ 
gress to make sufficient appropriations. In 
short, it is only just to Gen. llazen, to say that 
he lias greatly enlarged the scope of the service, 
and that he has materially strengthened it by a 
broader recognition of the relations which ought 
to exist between it and the science of the country. 

It is difficult, however, to review the past 
without indulging in speculations concerning 
the future. It must be admitted, that the work 
of the meteorological bureau falls far short of 
the standard which many of its friends have set 
for it. Many, indeed, believe that it will con¬ 
tinue so as long as it remains a military rather 
than a civil service. Each successive report 
of the chief signal officer has contained long 
arguments in defence of its military organiza¬ 
tion ; and, unintentionally no doubt, the same 


reports have furnished strong arguments against 
such organization. In order to improve the 
character of the observing corps, considerable 
efforts have been made, for two or three years 
past, to induce well-educated and well-trained 
men to enlist in the service. Under the pres¬ 
ent, organization, it docs not scorn that the work 
could have any great attraction for a college- 
bred man. In the first place, he must enlist as 
a private in the army for a period of five years. 
It is true that the service is special, and that 
his chance for promotion up to a certain point 
is fair; but before beginning his work as an 
observer, he is obliged to go through months 
of military drill, study, and discipline, the 
relation of which, to the duties which afterward 
devolve upon him, it is difficult to see. Pro¬ 
ficiency in the ‘ manual of sabres * or the 
1 manual of the kit * will not greatly facilitate 
his making a barometric reduction or a dew¬ 
point determination. Even after the service 
is fairly entered, objections to the military sys¬ 
tem are not less strong. Permanency of posi¬ 
tion is very desirable in any occupation, and it 
goes farther than most other things in securing 
the best attainable results; but it must be a 
permanency very different from that which ob¬ 
tains in a military service. 

The difference is best seen by a comparison 
of the relations existing between the service 
and the two divisions of the staff of the chief 
signal officer, the civil and the military. The 
young civilians who have recently become 
attaches of the central office have been led to do 
so, it is almost certain, by their own fondness 
and predilection for the study of meteorology. 
They bring to their work a vigor and enthusiasm 
resulting from a thorough collegiate training, 
followed by post-graduate work in which obser¬ 
vation and research have played the most impor¬ 
tant part. The permanency of their positions, 
and their advancement to more responsible 
places, will, or at least should, depend solely 
on the value of their services* With the laud¬ 
able ambition to establish a reputation among 
scientific men, they have every incentive to hard 
work, that success maybe achieved, and failure, 
which would be to them disastrous, avoided. 
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But by far the greater portion of the work 
at the central office, and that which is doubt¬ 
less the most immediately effective, is done by 
commissioned officers of the army. While it 
is true that many of them have fairly earned 
distinction through their conscientious In bora 
in the weather bureau, it cannot be churned 
that the relation which they sustain to it, and 
which is no fault of theirs, is that which would 
be for the best interests of all concerned. 
Except, the very few who have been promoted 
from observer sergeants, they have been 
ordered to the service from other occupations 
and other branches of the army. As a special 
training to fit them for the work, they have 
the year at Fort Meyer, during which the stud}' 
of meteorology is not allowed to interfere ma¬ 
terially with other occupations. They enter 
the central office at the close of this year, Inn ¬ 
ing lmd an experience of eight days in practical 
meteorology. When, after further study and 
practice, they become really useful, they arc 
likely to be transferred to some other post and 
duty for which this training has in no wav fitted 
them ; for the policy of the army seems to be 
in the direction of frequent changes of location 
of its officers. But by far the worst feature of 
the case is that there is no particular incentive 
to induce them to devote themselves earnestly 
to the work. If, through interest and industry, 
one succeeds, he is probably retained in the 
office longer than he otherwise would be: if, 
through indifference and neglect, another fails, 
he is likely to be transferred to some other 
branch of the general service without loss of 
rank or reputation. It is also true that the 
meteorological work of the signal service is 
looked upon with disfavor by many army 
officers, as not being a legitimate addition to 
their duties. Under such conditions, and for 
many other reasons not necessary to mention, 
it docs not seem poesimfe for the weather ser¬ 
vice to reach that high degree of efficiency 
which is believed to be possible under a differ¬ 
ent organization ; and it will require weightier 
arguments than those annually reprinted in 
the report of the chief signal officer to prove 
the contrary. 


THE FRENCH ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE. 

HO TEN MEETING, AUG. 16-23, 1883 . 

Tins association has just held its twelfth 
annual session at ltouen, the ancient capital 
of Normandy, situated on the Seine, between 
Baris and Havre. It is, I believe, the young¬ 
est association of its kind, but is not, for that 
reason, the less worthy of study. Perhaps, 
to an American, its most striking feature is its 
resemblance, in its organization and proceed¬ 
ings, to its sister across the water. It has its 
permanent secretary to organize its business 
and give information to members, its daily 
programmes, its general meetings, its sectional 
meetings, and its excursions, all fulfilling the 
same objects as with us. It has even gone 
through the same process of evolution, and 
reached the same stage of development, in 
becoming a representative of popular and 
applied, rather than of very k high,’ science. 
Us members alrcad}' complain, that, when one 
is elected a member of the Academy of sci¬ 
ences, he no longer affiliates with the associa¬ 
tion. I have recognized but two academicians 
at the meeting, and doubt if there are more. 
But it must not be inferred from this, that the 
members and their papers are unimportant: 
on the contrary, the number of eminent teach¬ 
ers, authors, and investigators, who read papers 
and take part in the proceedings, is decidedly 
greater than in the American association. If 
there are fewer academicians than with us, 
there arc also fewer circle-sqimrors, essayists, 
and propounders of school-boy problems. On 
the list of papers presented, there is not one 
upon atoms, ether, the nebular hypothesis, or 
the origin of the present form of the universe. 

The range and treatment of subjects are 
much wider than with us, and one is especially 
struck with the prominence assumed by social 
science and engineering. It would seem as if 
the blind passions, which arc so apt to stir the 
laboring population of France and to lead them 
toward a policy of general social disintegration, 
had led the thinking and wealthy classes to 
give especial attention to the question of the 
welfare and pacification of the workingman. 
Not only is political economy one of the most 
prominent subjects, but discussions of plans 
for improving the condition of the laboring- 
class form a leading feature of the proceed¬ 
ings. The plan which seems to have met with 
most success is that of making the workmen 
in large establishments sharers in the profits. 
One speaker described, at length, the working 
of this plan in a great dyeing-establishment, 
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where it would seem to have proved a great 
success, although coupled with conditions 
which would hardly have been accepted by an 
American artisan. I do not know what inter¬ 
est our railway-companies take in the personal 
welfare of their employees; but the examina¬ 
tion of what is done b}' the Western railway 
of France, as exhibited and explained to the 
association, is suggestive oF a philanthropic as 
well as of a business institution. Bedrooms, 
baths, eating-rooms, medical attendance, sav¬ 
ings bank, and life-insurance are among the 
privileges provided by the company, of which 
each and every employee may avail himself 
according to circumstances. 

The prominence of engineering questions 
was due to a cause which shows that human 
nature is much the same through the civilized 
world. Rouen is engaged in river improve¬ 
ments, of which the object is to make it a 
great seaport; in fact, to make it to Paris 
what Liverpool is to London. Great pains 
were therefore taken to secure the attendance 
of distinguished engineers from abroad as well 
as from home; and harbor improvements, 
especially those of Rouen, formed tilt; most 
prominent subjects of discussion in the section 
of engineering. How far the French associa¬ 
tion is ready to go beyond its fellows in this 
direction, is fttrtiter shown by the fact that one 
of the prominent papers in the engineering 
section was devoted to the exposition of a 
scheme for a metropolitan railway in Paris,, 
similar in its object to those of London and 
New York, which could be built at a cost of 
two hundred million francs. No one hinted 
that the subject was not germane to the ob¬ 
jects of the society. 

There is at least one custom of the meeting 
worthy of imitation by the American associa¬ 
tion ; namely, evening lectures by members, on 
subjects of general scientific interest. These 
lectures are not gotten up at hap-lmzard on the 
spot, but are arranged by the secretaries, long 
enough in advance of the meeting to admit 
of careful preparation. Those of the Rouen 
meeting were : The transit of Venus, by Mr. 
Ilatt, chief of one of the French expeditions; 
and on the Transmission of energy, by Profes¬ 
sor Comberousse. The general character of 
these lectures was the same so familiar to us 
at home; but it was noteworthy, that French 
science was almost exclusively considered. 
Occasional references to the works of other 
nationalities were rather to show that the 
speaker knew something about them, than to 
give full information respecting them. 

In two points the French association makes 


a decidedly more favorable showing than our 
own. One has already been mentioned,— the 
absence of the respectable gentleman who 
writes interminable essays on scientific subjects 
of which he knows nothing except from cur¬ 
rent literature. In the mathematical section, 
the papers read were of decidedly greater im¬ 
portance than those to which the American 
association is accustomed. The other is the 
financial condition of the society. In few re¬ 
spects does American science show to greater 
disadvantage, beside that of Europe, than in 
its power of raising money to promote its ob¬ 
jects. The income of the French association 
for the current year was reported at 85,000 
francs. It has already an invested capital of 
about 450,000 francs. It expended 39,000 
francs in printiug its proceedings, 20,000 in 
administrative expenses, and 14,000 in grants 
for researches of various kinds. 

Let us compare this sum total with the in- 
oomo of the American association. 

Iuconio of French association .... #16,000 

“ American “ .... 8,043 

Difference in favor of Franc© .... #7,657 

And we must remember that this is not a 
case in which the excess is due to greater age ; 
for the French society is only one-fourth the 
age of the American. The comparison will 
afford us food for profitable reflection. 

E VfDENCE FROM SOUTHERN NEW 

ENGLAND AGAINST THE ICEBERG 

THEORY OF THE DRIFT . 1 

In presenting to tho association evidence 
from southern New England with regard /to the 
insufficiency of the iceberg theory of the drift, 
I shall have to say some things that have often 
been said before, and by various investigators. 
But I may claim for what is hero brought 
forward, that it is, in my own mind, the fortified 
conclusion of long-continued investigation. 

The arguments on the subject are derived 
from three sources, — 

I. The scratches and groovings over the 
rocks. 

II. The transported bowlders and other 
material. 

III. The facts as to the relative level of 
the land and sea. 

L The scratches or grooves over the rocks . 

Under this head there is, first, the old argu¬ 
ment based on the universal distribution of 
the scratches over the region of all New 
England. These effects of abrasion are to be 

< Rend at the Minneapolis meeting of the Ana or loan w»ocia. 
Uon for the advancement of science. 
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found everywhere beneath the soil, each fresh 
exposure of the rocks bringing them to light. 
This was said years ago ; and the conviction 
of its truth has been gaining force with every 
year of additional observation. 

a. In view of this fact, it is urged rightly 
that only an abrading agent that pressed 
heavily against the broad rocky surface could 
ha ve produced the effects; and such is not an 
occasionally grounding iceberg, or a succes¬ 
sion of them. Neither is it the still more 
locally acting shore-lee. 

b. Floating ice would have found little bare 
rock over the sen-bottom to be abraded. Like 
the bottom of existing seas, and eminently 
those of the continental borders, the sub¬ 
merged region would have had for the most 
part a bottom of detritus, its former detritus, 
and additional detritus from later depositions. 
The removals would have been local, ami rela¬ 
tively of small area. Consequently, the drift¬ 
ing ice would rarely have reached down to the 
rocks. Shore-ice carried along by the cur¬ 
rents would have had a better chance, and yet 
a poor one, for the work to be done. 

c. The character of the groovings and 
ploughings is, to a great extent, such as float¬ 
ing ice could not have produced. As has been 
often said, the close uniformity of direction 
and parallelism over large areas, which so 
generally prevails, is not a possible result of 
iceberg action. The needed pressure and 
steadiness of movement are wanting. Troughs 
in hard granite even six inches deep are the 
work of one and the same moving tool for a 
long period; and one year would be long for 
the steady action of an iceberg. If grounded, 
it would do almost nothing; if floating free, 
absolutely nothing; and a nice adjustment to 
depth would be required for any steady abra¬ 
sion, much nicer than would have long con¬ 
tinued anywhere over the uneven bottom. 

In the triassio sandstone of Fast Haven, 
Conn. (Just east of New Haven), at a place 
where the sandstone is a very firm, thick- 
bedded, gritty rock, the ploughing ice ploughed 
out a piece of moulding, somewhat like the 
ogee of the carpenter, which was 8 feet deep, 
25 feet wide, and over 150 feet long, and 
perfectly even in surface as well as direction. 

d. The currents that would have borne along 
the icebergs over submerged New England, in 
case of a submergence sufficient to cover the 
highest striated surfaces,—8,000 to 5,500 feet, 
— would have been those of the present ocean, 
the Labrador current, and Gulf stream ; and, 
with less submergence, the same in part, modi¬ 
fied by the courses of the valleys and the tides. 


It is to be noted, that the New-Haven region, 
in Connecticut, is the southern extremity of the 
Connecticut valley. The mean trend of this 
valley in Connecticut is about S. 15° W M and, in 
southern Connecticut, S. 18° W. Now, the nu¬ 
merous scratches over the eastern jautioti of 
the New-Haven region average in direction 
S. 16° W.; but along its western border, where 
the rapidly rising slopes give the region rather 
tui abrupt limit 150 to 850 feet high, the 
scratches have ail average course of S. 88° W 
the extreme being S. 27° \V\, and S. 55° W. ; 
and 8. 88° W, is the almost uniform trend over 
the undulating surface of tlie country for six 
to nine miles west. It is, as far as I can see, 
impossible that the valley stream should have 
had on its west side so wide a divergence 
from the direction of the Connecticut valley : 
all the features of the region oppose it. The 
scratches are well exposed over the metamor- 
phic rocks in many places ; and large and per¬ 
fect examples of rochen moutonnees here occur. 

Again; over the higher lands of western 
Connecticut (and of New England generally, 
according to the observations of Prof, Edward 
Hitchcock, Prof. C. H. Hitchcock, and others), 
the direction of the scratches is south-eastward. 
To have produced them, if icebergs were the 
agent, the submergence should have exceeded 
2,500 feet, and this would have given a chance 
for the fUII play of the oceanic currents; and 
yet the above direction does not correspond 
with that of either of the great currents. 

27, Distribution of the drift . 

Bowlders of trap, from 50 to 1,000 tons in 
weight, are numerous in the New-Haven region, 
especially along its western border. All are 
Connecticut - valley travellers ; for the trap 
ridges of the valley — 400 to 1,800 feet In 
height — are the only possible source. They 
were gathered up by the ice from these trap 
ridges, and were carried 15 to 00 miles down 
the valley. It is mechanically impossible that 
the larger bowlders should have been taken up, 
or gathered in any way, by floating ice; either 
shore-ice, where the water was but 1,000 feet 
deep and loss, or by that of icebergs, where 
the depth was greater. 

It is well known, that the distance of* drift 
transportation is in general less than 20 miles. 
Ilills of but 300 feet often have their long 
trails. A moving glacier would easily gather 
and carry along the material from hills, high 
or low,, wherever loose or detachable masses 
of rock ov gravel existed to be gathered ; while 
floating ice would be very poor at gathering, 
and hence inefficient in distributing. 
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JJ/. Relative level of the land and sea . 

1 have examined carefully along southern 
New England for proofs of the quaternary 
submergence which the iceberg theory assumes 
to have existed in the glacial era. I thought 
at one time that I saw evidence about New 
Haven of a submergence of 45 to 50 feet. But 
the terrace that afforded the evidence was 
situated six miles back from Long Island 
Sound, adjoining the rivers ; and on further 
examination I found that the deposits had 
precisely the structure of those along the river- 
valleys farther north, and that, in fact, they 
were nothing but fluvial formations. The 
highest terraces on or near the shores of the 
sound, in the vicinity of New 
llaven, have a height above 
mean tide of 23 to 26 feet; 
and on Milford bay, nine 
miles west, a similarly situ¬ 
ated terrace has a height of 
30 to 33 feet. Along the 
hills facing the waters, and 
the southern extremity of 
the valleys, no traces of any 
higher level exist. Twenty- 
five to thirty-five feet is the 
greatest amount of submer¬ 
gence the facts sustain. Sea- 
border deposits exist at a 
higher level on the coast of 
Maine and on the shores of 
the St. Lawrence, and show 
what was the position of the 
sh6re-line in those regions. 

But the level along southern 
New England is not proved 
by the facts there gathered, 
neither is it established by 
the demands of the iceberg theory. 

In conclusion, if icebergs, or floating masses 
of ice, were not capable of covering with 
scratches great continuous areas, and would 
have had a chance for little rock-abrasion on 
account of the covering of detritus; if they 
could not have made, in their hitching and 
swinging way of action, when touching bottom, 
scratches over great areas, that had the even 
course and parallelism characterizing those of 
drift regions, or could not have ploughed out 
the deep furrows ; if they could not have gath¬ 
ered the great bowlders for transportation; 
and if the sea along the sound did not cover 
the land, in any part of the era of ice, to a 
greater depth than 30 or 85 feet, — the iceberg 
theory of the drift may Tbe reasonably pro¬ 
nounced unsatisfactory for southern New Eng¬ 


land ; and similar facts show that it is equally 
unsatisfactory for the rest of Now England. 

Jamks 1 ). Daxa. 


THE MAGNETOPHONE.' 

The experiments of Bell, 11 Precce, 8 Merca- 
dier/ and others on the radiophone, suggested 
to me the possibility of interrupting, or at 
least periodically modifying, the lines of force 
proceeding from the poles of a magnet, by 
means of a disc of sheet iron, perforated with 
a series of equidistant holes, and rotated so 
that the boles should pass directly in front of 
the magnetic pole. It is well known that an 
armature, placed on the poles of a permanent 
magnet, d i m i n i s h e s the 
strength of the external field 
of force by furnishing supe¬ 
rior facilities for the forma¬ 
tion of polarized chains of 
particles from pole to pole. 
This is the case even when 
the armature does not touch 
the poles, but is in close 
proximity to them. 

If a piece of sheet iron be 
placed over the poles of a 
magnet without touching, 
and the magnetic curves be 
developed on paper above 
tbe iron, they will be found 
to exhibit less intense and 
less sharply defined mag¬ 
netic action than when the 
sheet iron Is removed. If, 
however, a small hole be 
drilled directly over each 
magnetic pole, the screen¬ 
ing action of the sheet ivon 
is modified in much the same way as when 
a hole is made in a screen opaque to light; 
for the developed curves show distinctly the 
outline of the holes. If, therefore, the sheet 
iron in the form of a circular plate, pierced 
with a number of holes, be rapidly rotated 
between the pole of a magnet and a small 
induction bobbin, the action of the magnet 
on the core of the bobbin will be periodi¬ 
cally modified because of the passing holes; 
and hence induced currents will flow through 
a circuit including the bobbin. A disc of sheet 
iron was pierced with two circles of quarter- 

1 Read at tbe MlnnenpoH* mooting of tbe Amor I win luwoola- 
Uon for tbe advancement of Helen ce. 

s Proceeding* Amer. mhoc. ndv. «cl., xxlx. 116. StnlthaonUti 
nal*c. col., xxv. 143. > 

* Proceeding* Royal Hpciwty, xxxl. 606. 

4 Jo urn. phy*. x- 63. 
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inch holes concentric with the disk, the number 
of holes in the two circles being thirty-two and 
sixty-four respectively. On one side of the 
disk was placed a horse-shoe magnet with its 
poles very near the rows of holes ; on the other 
side were arranged two corresponding induc¬ 
tion bobbins. The circuit was completed 
through a telephone and either bobbin at pleas¬ 
ure. Upon rotating the 
disk rapidly, a clear 
musical sound was pro¬ 
duced in the telephone, 
the pitch rising with 
the rapidity of rota¬ 
tion. Moreover the 
bobbin opposite the 
circle of sixty-four 
holes gave the octave 
above the other, and 
each gave a note of 
the same pitch as was 
produced by blowing a 
stream of air through 
the corresponding holes. Hence, as a beam 
of light, focused upon a circle of equidis¬ 
tant holes in an opaque disk, is rendered 
periodically intermittent by the rotation of the 
disk, and produces a musical tone when falling 
upon the proper receiving-apparatus; so the 
lines of force proceeding from a magnet may 
be rendered periodically intermittent in their 
action on an induction bobbin by a similar 
metallic disk, set in rapid rotation; and the 
induced currents, arising from the periodic 
change of magnetism in the core of the bobbin, 
produce a musical tone in a telephone, the pitch 
depending in both cases only upon the num¬ 
ber of holes passing in unit time. 


or in opposite directions through the telephone* 
In the latter case, an almost perfect neutraliza¬ 
tion of currents took place, so that the sound 
was scarcely audible. 

Non-magnetic metallic disks produce similar 
musical notes by the periodic modification of 
the magnetic field by means of the distortion 
or bending of the lines of force. The solid 
parts of the conducting 
disk deflect the lines of 
force in the direction of 
the rotation ; but upon 
the passage of a hole, 
they fall back toward 
their normal position. 
A periodic movement 
of the lines of force 
will, therefore, take 
place when the disk 
rotates. Disks of zinc 
and copper produce a 
clear musical sound, 
somewhat less intense 
than that given by iron under the same con¬ 
ditions. Any discontinuity in the rotating 
disk recurring periodically will produce cor¬ 
responding induction currents in the bob¬ 
bins. Thus, V-shaped notches round the 
circumference of the disk are quite as effi¬ 
cient as the holes in effecting the requisite 
modification of the magnetic field. Moreover, 
it is not necessary that the holes extend en¬ 
tirely through the disk. Two disks of zinc, of 
the same diameter and thickness, were placed 
together on the same rotating spindle, one 
pierced with a circle of holes, and the other not. 
The combination proved as efficient in produ¬ 
cing the sound as the single perforated disk. 
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ejtjcct or aoHRBN or mrmr mow, jswbot or holes through the iron screen. 


The experiment was modified by so placing 
the poles of the magnet that the same circle 
of holes passed them in succession. By the 
proi>er (connections, the currents from the two 
bobbins were made to pass either in the same 


A sheet of tinfoil, with a circle of small holes, 
was pasted on the continuous zinc disk. The 
perforations, extending only the thickness of 
the tinfoil into the compound disk, constituted 
a sufficient discontinuity to produce a clear, 
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though somewhat faint, musical sound. About 
the same result was given by a disk consisting 
of the same sheet of tinfoil pasted on card- 
board. 

Any periodic variation from uniformity in the 
disk appears to produce corresjxmding varia¬ 
tions in the magnetic field when the disk is 
rotated. Depressions made with a punch, at 
regular intervals, in a zinc disk, rendered it a 
Bound-generator when rotated in this appara¬ 
tus. 

Since the pitch of the note obtained depends 
only on the number of holes passing the polo of 
the magnet in a second, it is easy to construct 
a piece of apparatus to illustrate musical inter* 
vals. A cylinder of galvanized iron, with four 
rows of holes in the ratio of 4 : 5 : G : 8, was 


mounted on a whirling table, and provided with 
two U-magnets and two electro-magnets fpr 
induction. The latter were placed inside the 
cylinder, and the former outside. By means 
of four keys, any one of the bobbins, or all of 
them, can be put in circuit with the telephone. 
By depressing the keys, the four notes of the 
common, or major, chord are brought out with 
great distinctness and clearness. In fact, tije 
intensity of the sounds obtained by the mag¬ 
netophone is sometimes so great as to be pain¬ 
ful to the ear when the telephone is held 
closely against it. 

The above experiment was simplified by 
employing a disk perforated in four concentric 
circles with 24, 30, 36, and 48 holes respect 
ively. A telephone with the mouthpiece and 
diaphragm removed, was presented to thefcnr 
rows of holes in succession* with the production 
of the four notes of the major chord as before, 


clearly defined, but not so loud as with the 
other apparatus. Further experiments are in 
progress. H. S. Cauhakt. 

Evanston, Ill. 


THE WEATHER IN JULY ', 1888 . 

The monthly weather review of the U.S. 
signal service shows that the most noteworthy 
characteristics of July were the large de¬ 
ficiencies in rainfall in the southern states and 
in the north-west, the low mean temperature in 
nearly the whole country, and the severe local 
storms, which were frequently accompanied by 
lightning and hail. 

The pressure was nearly normal, the de¬ 
partures in few instances exceeding .0a inch. 

The progress of eight depres¬ 
sions has been charted. Only 
one of these passed south of 
New England, and none visited 
the southern states. None were 
traced from the Pacific coast, 
and four apparently developed 
in the Rooky-mountain region. 
One only of these depressions 
is deserving of the name of a se¬ 
vere storm. This developed in 
Colorado on the 4tJh, and reached 
Nova Scotia on the 7th, accom¬ 
panied hy heavy rains in the 
lake region, and violent local 
winds at Hatteras and Sandy 
Hook. The storm proceeded 
across the Atlantic, and on the 
11th was central off the north¬ 
western coast of Ireland, caus¬ 
ing heavy squalls and high seas 
during its passage. 

The chart of ocean-ice shows, that, since 
the preceding month, the eastern limit has 
moved About 2° westward, and the southern 
limit about 2® northward. There is a marked 
diminution in the number of Icebergs observed, 
compared with July, 1882. 

The temperature has been below, the average, 
except in the Pacific districts, the northern 
plateau region, the south Atlantic and east 
gulf states; but the departures have been 
small. In New England, the middle Atlantic 
and west gulf states, the temperature was 1 efts 
than 1° below the normal, while the greatest 
difference was 3° below In the extreme north¬ 
west. A maximum of 112° was recorded at 
Phosnix, Arizona; and frosts occurred in north¬ 
ern New York. Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
New Hampshire, and Pennsylvania. 

The special feature in the precipitation record 
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is the laiTge excess in the upper lake region. New 
England, and the upper Mississippi valley; and 
the large deficiency in the southern states, which 
materially affected the crops in that section. The 
following table contains the rainfall record : — 


Average precipitation for July , 1883. 


Ptitrfct*. 

Average for July* 
Slgual'Mivloe observa¬ 
tion*. 

Cmmmrlwm of 
July, im with 


For several 
year*. 

For 1883. 

aeveml year*. 

New Knglnnd .... 

Inches. 

8.92 

Inches. 

6.76 

Inches. 

1.84 excess. 

Middle Atlantic stated . 

4.04 

3.28 

0.76 deficiency. 

Bi} nth Allan lie states . . 

6.05 

4.02 

0.73 deficiency. 

Florida peninsula . , . 

6.77 

4,40 

1.28 deficiency. 

Kiwi gulf ...... 

6.04 

2.60 

2,64 deficiency. 

W«»t gulf .. 

4.16 

2.44 

1.72 deficiency. 

Tenncsaeti ...... 

4.06 

8.07 

0.99 deficiency. 

Ohio valley ..... 

4.66 

6.36 

0.80 excels. 

Lower lakes. 

8.84 

4.61 

0.67 excess. 

Upper lake*. 

8.86 

6.42 

2,06 exce««. 

Extreme north-west . . 

2.83 

2.44 

0.30 deficiency. 

Upper Mississippi valley, 
Missouri valley . . «*. 

4.02 

6.68 

1.60 excess. 

4.44 

0 87 

1.07 deficiency. 

Northern elope .... 

1,94 

0.82 

1.12 deficiency. 

Middle elope. 

2.77 

2.57 

0.20 deficiency. 

Southern slope .... 

2.60 

3.19 

0.60 excess. 

Northern plateau . . . 

1.01 

0.00 

1.01 deficiency. 

Southern plateau . . . 
North Pacific coast. . . 

2.35 

2,60 

0.16 excess. 

0.68 

0.00 

0.68 deficiency. 

Middle Pacific coast . . 

0.01 

0,00 

0.01 deficiency. 

South Pacific ooast. . . 

0.08 

0.16 

0,07 excess. 


In some portions of the southern states, the 
deficiencies were even greater than those re** 
corded in the above table: at New Orleans 
the rainfall was 5 inches less, and at Vicks¬ 
burg 6.82 inches less, than in July, 1882. 
Eastport, Me., reports a fall of 5.24 inches in 
30 hours, on the 14th inst. 

The local storms reported are very numerous, 
and much damage resulted from rain, lightning, 
and hail. The greatest damage from rain was 
at London, Ont., on the 10th, due to the over¬ 
flowing of the river Thames. Much damage 
to crops, especially in the west, was caused by 
hail. A vessel in lake Michigan reports a 
hail-stone weighing two pounds. The rivers 
were not high, except at the very beginning 
of the month; and navigation was suspended 
in the Savannah and Cumberland rivers on 
account of low water. 

Among miscellaneous phenomena may be 
noted the brilliant aurora on the nights of the 
29th and 80th, which was observed from 
Dakota eastward to New England, and south¬ 
ward to southern Virginia. Slight earthquake 
shocks were experienced in Nevada, Illinois, 
California, and Kentucky; though insignificant 
in comparison with that on the island of Ischia, 
of which a condensed account is given. Sun¬ 
spots were numerous; and an instance is noted 
in Oregon, of their observation With the naked 


\eyc, taking advantage of the smoky state of 
the atmosphere caused by forest-fires. 

I The accompanying chart represents the dis¬ 
tribution of the mean pressure, temperature, 
and wind direction for the month. 


THE EARTHQUAKE OF JULY 88* 1888 , 
IN THE ISLAND OF ISCHIA A 

Having visited the island of Ischia by order of 
the inspector-in-chief of the Royal corps of mining 
engineers, a few days after the earthquake of the 
28th July, 1 present some observations made during 
my short tour; and begin with a brief account of 
the topographical and geological conditions of the 
island, which last are, without doubt, the chief cause 
of the terrible disaster. 

The formation of the Island of Ischia Is wholly 
volcanic, with the exception here and there of some 
argillaceous elevations, of marine formation, but de¬ 
rived from the disintegration of pre-existing volcanic 
matter. In connection with the islands of Vi vara 
and Proclda, It belongs to the volcanic group of the 
Campi Flegrel, and forms its western limit. 

The aspect of the island as seen from the north Is 
pleasant and delightful, although with deep hollows 
crowned by the towering and Indented crest of 
Epomeo, rising to an elevation of 792 metres. 

The town of Casamlcciola, now destroyed by the 
terrible scouige, was built on the side of Epomeo 
sloping towards the north, upon two small hills, be¬ 
side which flow two of the principal streams of the 
inland, one near the mountain, fed chiefly by the 
waters of thermal springs, the other emptying into 
the sea near Lacco Ameno, a little farther to the 
west; these run from south to north; and another 
more important stream, called the Searrupato, runs 
from north to south, flowing through a deep and pre¬ 
cipitous valley on the southern slope of the island, 
having on Its banks the villages of Fontana, Serrara, 
Moropane, and Barano. These last two streams are. 
In my opinion, very important; being, as we shall 
see, situated directly in one of the principal gorges 
of the island. 

Forio Is on the west coast, upon a plain gently 
rising towards Epomeo, bordered upon the north by 
Mount Zale, Eastward of Casrtmlcciola are seen the 
volcanoes of Monte Rotaro and Moutagnone (respec¬ 
tively 215 and 286 metres in height.) 

According to Fuchs, the most ancient terrane of 
the Island is composed of the tufa of Bpotneo, of a 
clear green color, containing numerous sanidin, and 
sometimes pumice and lapdlll. On this rest, here 
and there, strata of pumice and traehytlc tufa, and 
depositions of trachytfc laya, with beautiful sanidin 
from the mountains Rotaro, Montagnone, Tabbr, 
Garofall, etc,, which may also be seen on the road 
from Lacco Ameno to Forio, forming the promontory 
of Zale. 

On the tufa of Epomeo rest* a great extension of 

1 Translated from the ItaU«ui of L. BaldaocJ of the Royal 
corps of mining engineer* {BoU. B. com. gaol. 1689, nos* 7, 8). 
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a product of decomposition of this tufa, of submarine 
origin, which passes occasionally into a plastic argil¬ 
lite well suited for the making of brick. Oasamic- 
clola was built upon this disintegrated clayey soil; 
while Lacco U partly upon trachyte, and partly upon 
the tufa of Epomeo; and Forio, as also Fontana, 
Serrara, ere., are built exclusively upon the above- 
mentioned tufa. 

To these formations constituting the Island must 
he added the trachytic lava and scoriae of Arso, the 


are of three classes, —hot mineral springs, stufas or 
jets of aqueous vapor, and fumaroles* These will be 
easily seen on the accompanying chart. They could 
not all be given with so small a scale, but I was 
obliged to limit myself to the most important. 

The northern coast contains the chief evidences of 
volcanic activity. Thus, traversing the coast from 
east to west, we find the thermal spring* of Poutano, 
Fornello, and Fontana, near Ischia; the stufas and 
thermal springs of Castigtione, near the point of that 



last eruption of which occurred in the year 1301; 
and, finally, the gravelly or clayey deposits, contain¬ 
ing numerous marine fossils of species now living, 
Indicating, that, In an epoch not very remote, a great 
part of the island was submerged. 

For the description and analyses of the rocks form¬ 
ing the soil of Ischia, we must refer to the very 
important monograph of Fuchs previously died; 
what chiefly interests us now is to observe how they 
are connected with the manifestations of lunate 
activity which are developed in the island. These 


name; the stufas of Cacciuto, on the trachytic lava 
of Tabor; the rich and aoundant thermal springs of 
Gurgftelio, near the mountain (U Monte) at Casamic- 
dola, besides others, less Important, in that neighbor¬ 
hood; the fumaroles of Monte Cito, to the west of 
Casarolcdola, which on the day of my visit was act¬ 
ively emitting steam and sulphuric add from different 
crevices In the tufa of Epomeo; and, finally, trending 
slightly to the south-west, the thermal springs which 
are so valuable at the Bagno Ootugno or Paolone of 
Forto, and which flow from the side of Monte novo 




398 


SCIENCE. 


At the east of that town. In these jets of water, steam, 
and gas, the temperature always ranges from 40° to 
100° C. 

From these elements, ft appears to me, we may 
reasonably conclude that there exists a large curving 
line of cleavage from which arise such manifestations, 
turning its convexity chiefly to the north, running 
between the baths of Ischia and Forio, and passing 
exactly through Casamicciola (A B on the chart). 

Examining now the other principal manifestations 
from north to south, we find In Monte Zale and 
Mareeoeco, near Lacco Ameno, the thermal springs 
of Santa Restltuta and the stufas of San Lorenzo, 
the fumaroles of Monte Cito, already mentioned, in 
the stream which flows into the sea near Lacco; and 
in the same direction, on the other slope of Epomeo, 
we have the valley of the Scarrupato, at the southern 
end of which we find the hot springs of Fondolilto 
and the stufas of Testncelo, I am assured that on 
this line will be found other similar but much less 
important fumaroles, also on the heights of Monte 
Epoineo; but for want of a guide or exact Indications, 
I cannot verify the assertion. Therefore, also, there 
is evident to me the existence of another fracture 
running from north-north-west to south-south-east, 
which crosses the first exactly at Monte Cito, almost 
under the town of Casamicciola (CD). These two 
grand Hues of fracture are designated by broken lines 
drawn upon the annexed chart. 

The reason which inclines me to believe that there 
are two principal fractures, and not an intersection 
of the fracture C D with the line of superposition 
of one crater (that of Epomeo) upon another, sub¬ 
marine and more ancient, according to the opinion of 
the celebrated Prof, do Itossi, is the identity of the 
manifestations along the two lines, A B and C D ; 
the thermal springs, the stupas, and the fumaroles 
being Identical in the two cases, I believe that they 
may be more simply attributed to an identical cause, 
without having recourse to hypotheses hitherto not 
entirely demonstrable by facts. 

As to the phenomena which heralded the terrible 
disaster, the information collected on the spot is some¬ 
what contradictory. It is certain only, that, for some 
days previous, slight shocks were felt with faint 
rumblings; that the springs of Gurgkello, etc., had 
shown irregularities of quantity and temperature ; 
and that the fumaroles of Monte Cito, hitherto almost 
inactive, had evinced symptoms of excitement, emit¬ 
ting a peculiar hissing ami quick jets of steam and 
sulphurous acid. Xt is said that the wells of Caaamie- 
ciola and Forio were almost dried up, but that asser¬ 
tion does not agree with the facts. There are no 
spring wells in Casamiccola and Forio, only cisterns; 
and a scarcity of water observed In some, not all, of 
these, might perhaps be attributed rather to the 
drought prevailing for some time iu Ischia, than to 
cracks in the walls of the cisterns. At Forio, I 
learned from trustworthy persons, that, in the cis¬ 
terns between San Pietro and the upper part of 
town, a remarkable increase of temperature was 
observed in the water. That *$eeras highly prob¬ 
able, such cisterns being exactly iu the direction 
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and neighborhood of the great fracture above de¬ 
scribed, 

The shock which brought desolation upon these 
lovely regions occurred on the evening of 28th July, 
at 9.25 p.m. I need not dilate upon its deadly effects, 
which are already too familiar from numerous ac¬ 
counts. The shock was accompanied by a horrible 
bellowing, and lasted, apparently, twenty seconds. 
Casamicciola, Lacco Ameno, and Forio were almost 
levelled to the ground, with a frightful sacrifice 
of life; Serrara, Fontana, and other lesser villages 
suffered terrible injury. The seismic disturbance 
was felt at Ischia, — where, however, it did but little 
damage, —* and extended to great distances, having 
been indicated by the seismographs at the geo¬ 
dynamic observatory of Home. 

At Casamicciola and Lacco Ameno, the shock was 
vertical at first, and then undulatory. Information 
obtained at the place, and the few observations which 
I was able to make, indicate that the direction of the 
wave at Casamicciola was from west to east, then 
from north to south; at Lacco Ameuo, from south¬ 
east to north-west; at Forio, the shock was first 
vertical, then undulatory, and the direction from 
north-east to south-west. In examining the localities 
destroyed, I could observe but little In respect to the 
greater or less resistance offered to the shock by build¬ 
ings according to their orientation: this idea was 
advanced by Prof, de Boss! in his account of the 
earthquake at Casamicciola, iu March, 1881, and is 
certainly based on sound reasoning and also on 
proved facts. But, In the first place, this shock was 
so violent and complete that but few walls had been 
left standing; and secondly, at the time of my visit 
to Casamicciola, eight days after the catastrophe, the 
state of the ruins was no longer such a» wa» caused 
by the earthquake alone: many walls had been torn 
or thrown down, In order to render less difficult and 
dangerous the work of rescuing the living, exhuming 
the dead bodies, and searching among the ruins. 

Among other things, I could perceive that some of 
the walls still standing presented crevices at an angle 
Inclined 30° or 40° from the Vertical, with the apex 
upward, indicating a prevailing upward and down¬ 
ward movement. 

On the upper portion of the front wall of the church 
of the Anlme del Purgatorlo, In Forio, I observed a 
clean horizontal crack, showing here, also, the decid¬ 
edly vertical character of the shock. This character 
seems confirmed by the condition of a large gate at 
a short distance to the east of Forio: only the two 
block# of stone forming the lower part of the jambs 
remain in place; the two blocks upon them are thrown 
towards each other, projecting about six centimetres 
from those beneath* while the upper parts and the 
arch have fallen down. 

Between Forio and Casamicciola, it seems as if the 
greatest seismic activity had been manifested along 
the road joining tile two towns, passing by 8. M. della 
Grttzle, and under Fango. The road is, tn fact, com¬ 
pletely destroyed, and the little cottages that bor¬ 
dered it are ruined. Besides this, the shock has 
produced two great laudntildes, which, descending 
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from the precipitous flank# of Epomeo, have covered 
a wide extent of chestnut-grove# and vineyards; and 
on the southern slope are great fissures in the earth. 

In summing up my observations of all the locali¬ 
ties most devastated by the calamity, I am convinced 
that the buildings standing upon the trachyte at 
Eacco Ameno and Monte Zale suffered Incalculably 
less than those built upon the tufa of Epomeo and 
the argillite resulting from Its disintegration. Casa- 
micciola was almost entirely built upon this argillite; 
and it can be said without exaggeration, that not one 
stone rest# upon another. Forio was built upon tufa; 
and of this town, also, very little remain# standing. 
At Eacco, the bouse# and walls erected on the tra¬ 
chyte offered, as was stated above, great resistance to 
the shock, white those built upon the tufa were 
destroyed. 

Thi# agrees completely with the theory of Mallet. 
Mallet says, that when a seismic or a terrestrial wave 
passe# rapidly from a soil possessing limited elasti¬ 
city,— as would be the case with our tufas and 
clays,—to another soil of great elasticity, like the 
irachytie lava#, it changes not only its velocity, but 
in some degree also its direction; one part being re¬ 
flected, the other refracted. The seismic wave, be¬ 
ing thus checked, produces a shock in the opposite 
direction, causing great injury to buildings by the re¬ 
coil. At tbo same time the shocks are diminished in 
force when they reach the more elastic soil, such as 
granite or trachyte. 

This would explain very satisfactorily why Ischia, 
separated from the cleft AB by the great masses of 
trachytic lava of Bo taro, Montagmme, and Arso, 
which would absorb much of the energy of the seis¬ 
mic wave, felt it in eo slight a degree. 

With respect to the causes of these seismic disturb¬ 
ances, which #U11 continued after the great earth¬ 
quake of the 28th July, other shock#, accompanied 
by subterranean rumbling, being felt even when I 
wa# on the island and afterwards, it seems to me that 
they must be attributed to an awakening of the re¬ 
sidual volcanic activity of Epomeo. The opinion has 
been advanced by the illustrious Professor Palmlerl, 
that the violence of the shocks might be especially 
attributed to the fact of the existence of great sub¬ 
terranean caverns directly beneath Casainlcciola, and 
to the giving-way of the support# which upheld these 
vaults, caused by seismic action/ and facilitated by 
the weakening of these supports by the underground 
flow of thermal waters. This opinion does nut ap¬ 
pear to me to be fully demonstrable. There exist, 
It is true, in the neighborhood of Casamtcciola, cav¬ 
erns of plastic argillite, formed by the lapse of age#; 
but certainly it Is not of these that the Illustrious 
professor of Naples intends to speak; the cause would 
assuredly be Insufficient to produce effects so Im¬ 
posing, and such far-reaching seismic disturbances, 

I could not enter these caves, for want of persons 
disposed to serve as guides at such a time; but it is 
certain that they could be only more or less tortuous 
galleries of small diameter and but a few metres in 
height, as is generally the case in such formations. 
X have b pm assured also, by persons worthy of trust, 


and experienced in these caverns, that this is the 
case. Besides, neither At Oasamiceiola nor in the 
vicinity could I see any lowering whatever of the 
level of the soil: the roads which lead from Guar¬ 
di ola or the shore to Casamieclola, from Gasamicciola 
to Lacco, from Laeco to Forio, have preserved their 
level perfectly, and show only the longitudinal or 
transverse Assures inevitable after such a telluric 
commotion. The only road completely destroyed 
(but not depressed) is that which leads from Forio to 
Caaamicclola, along the side of Monte Epomeo, 
which, as we have seen, is directly along the cleft 
A B. 

In any event, when this period of desolation and 
ruin has passed, when perhaps the time shall have 
come to decide upon the fittest place to rebuild the 
shattered dwellings, it would be useful to make a 
most accurate inspection of all the ancient and mod¬ 
ern caverns of the island, and to determine what In¬ 
fluence they may have upon the stability of the soil 
ami the superincumbent buildings. 

In conclusion, then, It appears to me, 1°. that no 
other cause need be sought for the shocks which 
have desolated the island than the volcanic activity 
which still remains, and awakes at intervals; 2°. that 
the residual volcanic activity of the island is mani¬ 
fested along twb principal fissures, one, A B, a curve 
with Its convexity to the north, from the baths of 
Ischia to Forio, the other, 0 D, directed approxi¬ 
mately north-north-west and south-south-east, be¬ 
tween Lacco Ameno and the stufas of Testaccfo; 
3°. that the place where Casainlcciola stood is upon 
the intersection of these two lines, and, therefore, at 
the very focus of seismic activity, and that R has 
been, and always will be, the locality most liable to 
be devastated by earthquakes; 4°, finally, that build¬ 
ing# erected upon trachytic lava offer a resistance to 
the shocks, far superior to that of buildings erected 
upon tufa or clay, am! that this circumstance should 
be borne in mind when it is proposed to restore the 
ruined villages. 

Romo, Au«. 9, 1883. 

JULY REPORTS OP ST A TE WEATHER 
SER VICES. 

A NUMttKK of states have organized weather ser¬ 
vices which are of material benefit to the people. A 
brief summary of the July reports that have been 
received is here given. 

Georgia, — The July crop report contains meteoro¬ 
logical data from fifteen stations. The special feature 
is the drought, of which it is said, ** In northern and 
middle Georgia, the drought has been almost con¬ 
tinuous since April 23, — the date of the last general 
ruin in the state, — broken only by light and ineffec¬ 
tive showers at considerable intervals. A few 
plints reported sufficient rain, but the northern 
half of the state, with these exceptions, has suf¬ 
fered ‘a most prolonged drought, which is yet un¬ 
relieved.” 

IfRwd#. — Minimum temperatures of 47° were re¬ 
ported, and maximum of 09°. The prevailing wind 
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direction was south-west to south; the highest wind 
velocity was eight miles per hour. 

Indiana. — The special feature of this report is the 
minimum temperature of 50°; the highest temper¬ 
ature noted was 96°, and the rainfall varied from 2.88 
to 7.72 inches. 

Iowa. — In this state the weather “ was very favor¬ 
able to the crops, being fair, nearly normal in tem¬ 
perature, with an excess of rainfall, and southerly 
winds prevailing.” The greatest rainfall was that 
of nearly ten inches in north-eastern Iowa, froiq the 
20th to the 23d lust. A number of severe squalls 
and local storms were reported, which did much 
damage. Insolation has been high, because cloudy 
days were rare; the sun thermometer exceeded 140° 
on twenty-one days. 

Kansas .— The report includes one station only,— 
Topeka; and the month is reckoned from June 20 to 
July 20. On fifteen days the temperature exceeded 
90°, the maximum being 08°. ‘‘On June 23, just 
after a heavy rainstorm, the air having had a tem¬ 
perature of 85° to 70° all the forenoon, the tem¬ 
perature suddenly rose more than 20°, in consequence 
of a hot current of air from the south. This lasted 
but half an hour, when the temperature fell as sud¬ 
denly as it had risen.” 

Mifwouri. —The temperature has been considerably 
below the normal: there being but five instances 
since 1837, when lower average temperatures In July 
have been recorded. A minimum of 52° was ob¬ 
served. On the 13th a destructive windstorm passed 
through the north-western and northern portions of 
the state. A railway train, near Browning, was 
blown from the track, and many towns suffered 
much damage. This storm was not a tornado, but ‘ a 
steady straight blow for upwards of half an hour.’ 

New Jersey. —* The maximum temperatures range 
from 91° to 98°, the minimum from 52° to 01°, the 
rainfall from 2.21 to 4.88 inches. 

Ohio. — The mean height of the barometer, 80.025 
Inches, was higher than that of either of the three 
months preceding. A minimum temperature of 48° 
was reported. The rainfall ranged from 1.55 at 
Lebanon to 7.23 at Quaker City, and was above the 
July normal. “The railway weather signals were 
continued during July, and by examination of the 
reports it is found that eighty-six per cent of the 
predictions were verified.” The predictions are those 
of the U. S. signal office. 

Tennessee . — The temperature ranged from 56° to 
98°, A range of 0° was reported from gmithville ou 
the 7th. The rainfall ranged from 1.20 to 7.99 inches. 
Rain fell on the average on nine and two-thirds days, 
but the rainfall was rather unevenly distributed. 
“ In some localities the extensive rains have greatly 
injured the crops of wheat, oats, and hay that had 
been cut, causing the former to sprout, and render¬ 
ing much of it unmarketable, while in other localities 
a continuous drought has materially lessened the 
chances for the growing crops, which were fuy of 
sap, and It will require very favorable conditions 
during the coming mouth to even partially restore 
them.” W. U. 


THE MEETING OF SWISS NATURAL- 
JSTS . 

The sixty-sixth annual reunion of the 8ocA4M heir 
tttxque des sciences naturelles took place this year at 
Zurich, Aug. 6-9. As at all these Swiss meetings, 
dhcuKftions were happily mingled with daily banquets, 
at which toasts were offered to fatherland, to guests, 
and to the older honored names in Swiss science,- 
Sluder, Hoer, and Moussou, founders of the society. 
Sometimes German, and sometimes French, was 
spoken, and sometimes both by one speaker in the 
same speech. This year this venerable society 
gathered men of many countries, and Zurich received 
them cordially, Oaubrde and Hdbert of Parts were 
there; Lory of Grenoble, Credner of Dresden, 
Fritseh of Halle, Fontannes of Lyons, Hughes and 
Madame Hughes of Cambridge, Blanford of London, 
Dewalque of Lifcge, Kiilliker and Kick of Wurzburg, 
Kundt of Sirasburg, Clausius of Bonn, Szabo, 
Schuler, and Wartha of Budapest, Wislicenus of 
Wurzburg, Krauss of Stuttgart, von Hauer, Sueaa, 
Neumayr, Mojsisovics, and Goldschmidt of Vienna, 
Vilanova of Madrid, Beyrlch and Richthofen of 
Berlin, Capellini of Bologna, Giordano of Home, 
Wieduiann and His of Leipsic, and Seguin of New 
York. 

From communications to the Journal de Geneve, 
under initials which wo presume to refer to the weJI- 
known physicist, Kaoul Pictet, we glean the following 
account of the scientific sessions of the meeting, 
which began on the morning of Aug. 7. 

Mr. Cramer, professor of botany at the university 
of Zurich, and president of the assembly, opened the 
meeting with a very noteworthy address before an 
interested audience of more than three hundred per¬ 
sons. He reviewed the chief progress of the natural 
sciences, and laid particular stress on the study of 
those minute organisms which constitute life within 
life, and whose appearance and development accom¬ 
pany epidemic diseases among men. 

Reports on the various commissions (on finance, 
geology, geodesy, earthquakes, etc.) were followed 
by two common lea lions from Profs. V. Meyer of 
Zurich and H. Fol of Geneva. 

Mr. Meyer traced the progress of chemistry under 
the influence of the Ideas of Mendelejeff and L. 
Mayer. He explained how these Investigators had 
been able to classify alt simple solids under five dis¬ 
tinctly separated families. All these bodies are 
simitar as to their general properties, the gradual In¬ 
crease of their atomic weights, the similarity of their 
chemical reactions, their atomic volume, etc. These 
likenesses are so striking, that the memorable dis¬ 
covery of gallium by M. Lecoq de Bolsbaudran of 
Paris was foreseen three years before that simple 
body was separated. The dsnslty and atomic weight 
of this metal had been determined by calculation 
before its actual presence was demonstrated beyond 
doubt by the well-known experiments of the French 
chemist. 

Professor Meyer concluded by showing the in¬ 
debtedness of science jfcp men who think, to men 
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who found theories on experiments, and then verify 
the truth of their hypotheses by renewed Investiga¬ 
tions. It is beyond question, that the labors of 
Mendelejeff and Meyer are the point of departure 
of a rational class! float Ion of matter, and that they 
have been a fertile source of useful chemical dis¬ 
coveries. 

Professor Hermann Fol of the university of 
(Geneva described his studies on animal Individuality, 
In the lower animals, individuality Is a different 
thing from what it is in the higher, such as the mam- 
mUers. But this law of individuality among the 
vertebrates is not without exception; and we all 
know the wonder which is excited by the sight of 
creatures with some member double, such as are 
often exhibited at shows, or may be seen In mu¬ 
seums. 

For a long time we have tried to explain the origin 
of these anomalies. Two theories have been pro¬ 
posed,— that of the creation of two distinct beings, 
and that of the partial division of one primitive 
simple. Neither of these theories quite accounts 
for the phenomena observed. The new and essential 
fact which Mr. Fol presented comes under the general 
law, that in those abnormal cases two heads always 
appear in the egg at the commencement of its devel¬ 
opment. The body forms immediately behind; and 
these two trunks, coming together, are so perfectly 
united that the two primitive heads are very near 
each other at the outset. In the first place, then, 
only the higher part of the body is duplicated In 
these montrosltles; yet these two parts may become 
completely separated, resulting in twins, which so 
closely resembie each other that even the parents 
find difficulty In distinguishing them. 

Mr. Fol has investigated the causes of the appear¬ 
ance of two embryos In one egg, by a very neat 
method. He asphyxiated the eggs of Echinus by 
Immersion In Seltzer water (containing pure carbonic 
acid); and he ascertained that in this unhealthy con¬ 
dition, maintained for a moment, two germs at the 
Instant of passage Into life could simultaneously 
have birth. 

Our individuality is one of our most cherished 
Ideas. The great philosophers Descartes, Kant, etc., 
did not investigate even the possibility of a multiple 
Individuality: it is interesting to observe the flexi¬ 
bility of that idea under the disturbing influence of 
special conditions of the origin of life. 

Mr. Fol exhibited plates representing different 
kinds of montrosities: two heads and one body, a 
Httle body prdjecting from the eye of a child other¬ 
wise relatively will formed, etc, 

Professor Herzen of Lausanue, in closing the 
session, invited all the doctors present to observe 
an exceedingly Interesting case, — that of a^man who 
was on the point of dying from hunger, the results 
of strangling, when M. do Cdrenville of Lausanne 
began his experiments* Tills skilful surgeon ar¬ 
ranged a stomachic fistula by which the man ate. 
He was regularly supplied with food, recovered his 
Strength, and rapidly improved. Mr. Herzen took 
ears of Ibis man at his laboratory, and studied the 


phenomena of digestion according to the process 
which recalls the well-known Canadian case of M. 
de Beaumont. 

The next morning the association met in sections 
In different halls. Unfortunately the gift of omni¬ 
presence was not given to man, and the members of 
one section could with difficulty glean here and there 
any knowledge of what was taking place in the 
neighboring halls. Besides It would take a volume 
to contain such a quantity of material, of which a 
r€*um4 will appear in the September number of the 
Archive* dm sciences physique* et naturelles . 

The following account treats only of the subjects 
taken up In the single section of physics. 

Professor Clausius of Berne was elected, by ac¬ 
clamation, president; and Mr. Weber of Nench&tel, 
secretary. Mr. F. A. Forel submitted a very in¬ 
teresting paper on the variations of temperature 
which the Swiss lakes undergo, from summer to 
winter, and from morning to night. It seems that 
in an average year the variations of temperature in 
the year are scarcely noticeable at a greater depth 
than tK) to 80 metres; above that, the surface of the 
water Is for these lakes between 4° and 5.4°, the 
highest temperature corresponding to that of Lake 
Geneva. The variations are felt at a mean depth of 
ten metres. 

After a lively discussion of the manner in which 
the currents of water influenced by these variations 
of temperature are set in motion, Prof. Charles 
Soret of the university of Geneva submitted the 
results obtained with his new apparatus, the refrao- 
tometer. This first set of experiments dealt especially 
with the crystals of the alum-series whose radical is 
an alkaline metal. This very clear communication 
was especially remarkable for the skill with which 
the young professor set forth liis subject with a great 
number of new facts in a comparatively short time. 
He was followed by his father, Prof. L. Soret, 
who presented a paper for Mr. L. E. Sarasin, and 
demonstrated by figures and curves the values of 
the index of refraction of fluorspar, a crystal, which, 
since the important works of Cornu and L. Soret, 
has taken so important a place in the construction 
of the achromatic lenses of spectroscopes. This 
paper was marked by extreme precision. 

Mr. L. Soret presented a communication to the 
section of chemistry, belonging in great part to the 
section of physics. He set forth how the absorption 
bands seen in the spectra of solutions of albuminoid 
substances could be used in ascertaining the chemical 
nature of these solutions. These absorption bands 
are found especially In the ultra-violet; and, thanks 
to the fluorescent eye-piece invented by the speaker, 
their presence renders an analysis very rapid and 
simple. 

Frofeseor Clausius of Bonn gave us a lesson In 
mechanical electricity: he considered the problem of 
the production of electric currents by mechanical 
means. AH the knowledge of this scholar, this en¬ 
thusiast!* and Ingenious investigator, was necessary 
to obtaftn the final solution of so complicated a prob¬ 
lem. The paper was heartily applauded. 



402 


Science, 


[You II., No. 88. 


Mr. Caslmlr de Candolle repeated, before the Mem¬ 
bers who were present, some experiments to show 
how sand-ripples at the bottom of our lakeitf are 
formed. These facts were applied, in accordance 
with the ideas of Professor Strasburger of Bonn, to 
explain certain appearances of envelopes and vege¬ 
table cells in fossils. 

Mr. Kaoui Pictet presented an experimental demon¬ 
stration of the second law of thermo-dynamics, 
deduced from the simultaneous working of steam- 
engines and frlgorific apparatus. 

Professor Weber of Zurich presented two Interest¬ 
ing papers: one, on a dynamic method for the exact 
measurement of the coefficient of conductibillty of 
heat in liquids; the other paper, on the apparatus for 
measuring electric units. 

Mr. H. I)ufour of Lausanne distributed among 
the audience a set of photographs showing the electric 
condition of the air, which were obtained by means 
of a registering electrometer in the new’ physical 
laboratory at Lausanne. These curves are so con¬ 
nected with the condition of the heavens, that it is 
no exaggeration to expect to predict the weather 
several days in advance, through a careful examina¬ 
tion of the variations of electric tension of the air. 
For fine weather, the electric tension is strong; It 
sensibly decreases during and before storms; the 
rapid falling of the curve of the electric potential of 
the air is always an indication of rain or storm. 

The late hour made it impossible to listen to five 
additional communications which had been an¬ 
nounced. The boat for an excursion on the lake 
awaited Its guests; science paled before the beauties 
of nature. Though continuing to converse on the 
subjects treated, we all together betook ourselves to 
the pier. The excursion was delightful. On our 
return, the streets were illuminated; Bengal and elec¬ 
tric lights mingled their dazzling rays. The citizens 
of Zurich gave us a magnificent reception; and the 
enlivened by au excellent orchestra, was con¬ 
tinued to a late hour. 

The next morning, Thursday, we listened to three 
scientific papers which ciosed the intellectual part 
of the reunion. 

The honors of that morning belong to Professor 
Suess of Vienna. With consummate skill he set 
before us the chief points of the modern theory of 
the upheaval of mountains: he held his audience 
with great ease, and left a refreshing memory with 
all who heurd him. 

This paper, with that of Mr. Heer which followed, 
will be issued in fuii in the memoirs of the society. 

The afternoon was given up to leave-takings. 
Seated around the long tables of the hotel L’Uetliberg, 
thanks and farewell were said again and again. 
ToastB of gratitude, toasts to the absent, to the pres¬ 
ent, to Clausius, to Mousson, Oswald Hcer, and 
fcltuder, founders of the society, were applauded by 
all, glass in hand. 

Appended to this account, appears a list of the 
principal papers offered fn the other sections. 

In the botanical section, professor Heer spoke of 
the cretaceous and tertiary flora of Greenland; Mr. 


Schnetzler, of a Chinese primrose In which the sexual 
organs corresponded to an earlier stage in the evo¬ 
lution of Prlmulaceae, and on certain relations be¬ 
tween an aerial alga and lichen; Mr. Favrat discussed 
the hybrids of two species of primrose and of other 
plants, and called attention to the changes in a Car* 
d&mlnes growing in turfy soil. Mr. Andreae spoke 
of pasturage on the Jura; and Mr. Casimlr de Can¬ 
dolle drew attention to a carious Cytlsus bearing both 
red and yellow flowers. 

In the chemical section, Professor Krafft read a 
paper on the preparation of saturated alcohols; 
Professor Soret, on the absorption of the ultra- 
viole rays by the albuminoid substances; Professor 
Schulze, on the composition of cheese; and on 
phenylamIdo-propionic acid; Prof. Victor Moyer 
gave a new method for determining the vapor density 
of Cl. Br. I. for high temperatures, and reported on 
a new series of bodies, which he termed thyopf&ne*, 
contained in benzol. Professor WUflcenus of Wurz¬ 
burg offered a contribution to the theory of Van 
t’Hoff; and made a communication on the actiou of 
chloride of phtalyle and of phtallc anhydride on the 
ethers of malic acid; Professor Bchaer recalled the 
forgotten works of De Salve (in 1756) on zinc com¬ 
bustion; Dr. Goldschmidt showed the action of 
hydroxyiamine on ketones; Dr. Ceresole spoke of 
acetacetic acid; Professor Lunge, of the manufacture. 
of sulphuric acid; Dr. Schumacher gave analyses 
of foods; and Dr. Urech exhibited a laboratory- 
lamp. 

In the geological sections, papers were offered by 
Messrs. Favre, Neumayr, Schardt, Goll, Miihlberg, 
Fellenberg, Jaccard, Koch, Chevannes, Mooch, 
Fratech, and Suess. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 

%* Oorrexpondent* are requested to be a* brief an poxxihle,. The 
writer'* name i« in alt case* required ax proof of qood faith, 

Geology of Philadelphia. 

In Dr. Frazer’s notice of my lecture upon the 
geology of Philadelphia, there is so little of adverse 
criticism, that it may seem ungracious to reply to 
the few points regarded as blemishes. Merely In 
defence of the use made of certain terms called in 
question, a few words here may not be out of place. 

In describing the Philadelphia gneiss as both Hu- 
ronian and Mont Alban, there is no confusion, if, as 
is held by many geologists, the former term is generic, 
the latter specific. 

The term ‘credo,’ as applied to the pulling-over 
of softened or broken strata downhill, by the action 
of gravity, frost, etc., i» one frequently used In de¬ 
scribing such phenomena in regions south of glacial 
action. It is used repeatedly in this sense, In a report 
issued by the Geological survey of Pennsylvania, in 
1880. 

The term * hydro-mica slates,’ objected to, Is not 
only used by Hagers. Lesley. Dana, Hall, and others, 
but occurs repeatedly iu Dr. Frazer’s recent geological 
reports on Lancaster and Chester counties, being 
used by hlrasetf. 

The positive statement regarding the absence of 
glaciation in Pennsylvania south of the terminal mo* 
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mine {the immediate * fringe* in the western part 
of the state excepted} was made because of certain 
statements to the contrary quite recently made by a 
distinguished authority. It was made only after a 
thorough investigation of every locality supposed to 
he glaciated. 

In conclusion, I may be permitted to say that 
while, owing to the necessarily limited length of a 
ublic lecture, the rocks of Philadelphia could not 
e so fully treated of as the superficial formations, 
this latter — and in this region more debatable — sub¬ 
ject will form the tonic of future lectures, which may 
perhaps be worthy of further comment by my friendly 
critic. Henry Caiiyijll Lewis. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 7, 1883, 

The pre-Cambrian rocks of Wales. 

Those who are interested in the questions raised 
by Dr. Henry Hicks in his criticism of Professor 
Geikie in Science for Aug. 30, may find it to their 
advantage to consult my paper entitled ‘History of 
some pre-Cambrian rocks in Europe and America,’ 
which appeared in the American journal at science 
for April, 1880 (vol. xix. p. 208-288), I had the good 
fortune. In 1878, to spend several days with Dr. Hicks, 
In going over the typical local [lies previously studied 
by him, not only at and near St. Davids iu South 
Wales, but also those of Carnarvon, DInorwic, and 
Anglesca, Messrs. Tosell and Tawney being our com¬ 
panions, iu North Wales. As a result of these stud- 
ea, 1 am satisfied that the views of Messrs. Hicks 
and Hughes are correct, and their criticisms of Pro¬ 
fessor Gelkle well founded. 

"Hie Dinietian, alike In North and South Wales 
and In Anglesaa, has both the Hthogical characters 
and the stratigraphical relations of the Laurentianof 
North America. The Arvonian corresponds in like 
manner to the great series of hiUlejlinta» or petroaile* 
rocks, jaspery and porpliyritic, whose distribution on 
the coast of Massachusetts and of New Brunswick, in 
the Blue Kklge of Pennsylvania, in Missouri, and on 
Lake Superior, I have studied and elsewhere discussed 
(Second geoL sure. Penn,, rep. E, p. 189-105). Simi¬ 
lar rocks have also been described by Irving In the 
B&raboo river in central Wisconsin, a locality which 
1 have lately had an opportunity of examining. The 
conglomerates of Arvonian pebbles, which form the 
basal beds of the Cambrian near Snowdon, are indis¬ 
tinguishable from (hose found at Marblehead and 
elsewhere on our eastern coast, lying on or near the 
Arvonian. 

The Pebidian of Hicks is our typical Huron Ian, as 
seen in enstern Canada and around the lakes Huron 
and Superior, Professor Uouney, who has lately 
received a collection of these, U struck with their com¬ 
plete resemblance to the Welsh Pebidian which I had 
i*cen and called Huronian thirteen years since. The 
succeeding gneiss** and mica-schists (upper Pebidian 
or Grampian of Hicks, and Caledonian of Callaway), 
which are our Montalban series, are hot met with in 
Wales, hut appear not only In Scotland, but, as I have 
pointed out, across the channel, in the Dublin and 
Wicklow hills in Ireland. 

The similar succession in the Alps, l have described 
In a late paper, of whjch an abstract appeared iu 
Science for Sept. 7 (p. 822). The student who com¬ 
pares the succession of stratified crystalline rocks 
alike in North America, in the British Islands, and 
in southern Europe, can scarcely fall to recognize, In 
their constant stratigraphical and lithological rela- 
tlons, something like a * universal law.* 

T. STKliHY Hunt. 

Montreal, Sopt. 11,1683, 


SERGEANT FINLEY'S TORNADO STUD¬ 
IES. 

Report on the character of six hundred tornadoes. Pro¬ 
fessional papers of the signal service, No. vii. 

By J. P. Finley, Washington, Signal service, 

1882. 19 p., 8 maps, 4°. 

Tornadoes: Their special characteristics and dangers. 

By J. P. Finley. Kansas City, 1882, 80 p. 

So striking a phenomenon as a tornado, and 
one so destructive in its effects, would natur¬ 
ally receive much attention; yet, curiously 
enough, the competent treatment which these 
storms haye received is remarkably inadequate. 
Those omniscient gentlemen, the reporters of 
the newspapers, have written much about tor¬ 
nadoes, and many columns of our summer 
dailies are filled with accouuts of them ; but, 
aside from the books of Peltier and Reye, the 
scientific literature is fragmentary. Half a 
century ago, at the time of the battle between 
Reid, lledfield, Fiddington, Espy, Hare, and 
others, over the rotatory theory of storms, the 
tornado-literature took a considerable develop¬ 
ment ; but it soon fell to small dimensions, and 
here it has remained until quite recently. The 
presdht activity in this field is largely duo to 
the signal service, and Sergeant Finley’s con¬ 
tributions form an important part of the current 
literature, 

Mr. Finley’s specialty is the collection of 
facts concerning tornadoes, He has accounts 
of individual tornadoes iu many of the annual 
reports of the chief signal officer. They repre¬ 
sent the facts collected by him on the field of 
destruction itself. They are evidently gotten 
together with great care; measurements are 
made when practicable, and explanatory maps 
and sketches arc numerous. His evident ob¬ 
ject is to put before the reader the accurate 
representation of what he saw, encumbered as 
little as .possible by explanatory theories. The 
result is that his reports are interesting read¬ 
ing, and afford a mine of wealth for the future 
Kepler of tornadoes. 

Not quite so important, perhaps, from a 
scientific point of view, but of far more general 
interest, is his report. Its principal feature is 
the tabulation of the tornadoes discussed, with 
headings for time, dimensions, velocity, clouds, 
and other meteorological features. These are 
summed up, and from the results are drawn 
various interesting conclusions concerning 
maxima, minima, and averages. 

Mr. Finley’s search for accounts of tornadoes 
has been ‘extensive; but as he has unfortu¬ 
nately given no references, we cannot tell bow 
extensive it may have been. Evidently he has 
not gone through the Proceedings of the Amer- 
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ican association for the advancement of science, 
or he would have found the tornado of Aug. 9, 
1851, in Connecticut, recorded, and that of 
May 3, 1838, at Shanghai, III. Nor has he 
searched through the state agricultural reports, 
where he would have found that of June 3,1860, 
in Illinois, and doubtless others. Again, Niles’s 
American register gives one at Keene, N.H., 
on July 25, 1807, and at Knoxville, Tcnn., on 
May 25,1808. The Philosophical transactions 
would have yielded him one in New England, 
Juty 10, 1760; and several others could have 
been picked up in Blodgett, Piddington, and in 
the American journal of science . Even that 
of May 22, 1873, in Illinois and Iowa, reported 
in the publications of his service for 1873, 
seems to have escaped his attention. 

As average results like those deduced by 
Mr. Finley depend for their value on the num¬ 
ber of individual cases taken into considera¬ 
tion, would it not have been wise for him to 
have collated those occurring in other coun¬ 
tries, so far as they were accessible without 
difficulty? Peltier would have yielded him 
quite a crop, some of which, by the way, come 
curiously near home. Other text-books would 
have given other European 'ones ; and Chinese 
and African ones have been described, the 
latter frequently. Tornadoes are by no means 
exclusively American; and by a comparison 
with those in the other countries their essential 
features could be more easily sifted out, and 
the incidental ones given their proper promi¬ 
nence. 

In the pamphlet, ‘ Tornadoes, their special 
characteristics and dangers,’ the author classi¬ 
fies the rotatory storms. It was in the pursuit 
of a classification of storms, that ho first had 
his attention called to the insufficiency of our 
kuo wledgo of this species. Tornadoes are here 
described in some detail, and numerous direc¬ 
tions given for the protection of life aud 
property on their occurrence. It is the best 
description of the storm known to the writer. 

Mr. Finley considers the tornado a much 
better-defined species than is likely to be 
acknowledged by meteorologists generally. 
Right names are extremely useful, but we must 
not permit them to conceal any underlying 
unity. By his anxiety to get a clear species, 
the author shuts out the light which he might 
get from the study of storms of so similar 
character that one is compelled to believe that 
their differences are due only to difference in 
surroundings. Thus water-spouts are only tor¬ 
nadoes on the water, with circumstances remark* 
ably favorable for observation. They Occur 
not infrequently on the Great Lakes, and the 


change from tornado to water-spout has been 
observed more than once. Judging from the 
only description known to me of the riband 
storms of British North America (Cosmos, 2d 
series, iii. 274, 275), they are also somewhat 
modified tornadoes. And while the name 
cloudburst refers rather to a single feature of 
subordinate meteorological importance, the 
phenomenon is probably often of tornado char¬ 
acter. Indeed, leaving out of account eddies, 
which it is not, the tornado differs only quan¬ 
titatively from the other members of that list 
of storms which begins with the formation of 
a cumulus cloud, passes on to thunderstorms 
and hailstorms, and culminates in the ‘ low- 
centre,’ the hurricane, and the typhoon. They 
all find their origin in the transformations of 
water; and to overlook the relations they have 
to each other, is to refuse assistance in a prob¬ 
lem well-nigh insoluble with that assistanoe. 

It is expressly stated (see p. 4 of the last- 
mentioned pamphlet), that the gyratory motion 
is always from right to left. The writer would 
point out the exceeding difficulties which sur¬ 
round the determination of this point. Some 
of the early observers saw only indications of 
a radial inpour, and in the descriptions of 
tornadoes one frequently finds dextral whirls 
mentioned. In so small a storm, the earth’s 
rotation would surely have no appreciable dis¬ 
turbing effect; and that, in a difference of lati¬ 
tude of only a few rods, it should originate 
velocities of a hundred or more miles an hour, 
is so unlikely that it need hardly be considered. 
Furthermore on p. 7 the author admits varia¬ 
tions in the gyration of the tornado’s other 
self, — the water-spout. So, while unwilling 
to differ from so experienced an observer on 
such a point, both the records and general con¬ 
siderations lead the writer to think that the 
direction of gyration may be indifferently dex¬ 
tral or sinistral. 

There is one possible feature of tornadoes 
which has not yet been definitely proven, but 
of which we ought now to be able to ascertain 
the truth or falseness by an investigation like 
that just discussed; viz., Are tornadoes dis¬ 
posed to return on the same path? The writer 
spent his childhood in northern Illinois, where 
heavy hail and other tornado-like storms are 
not rare. He remembers several instances of 
their following the exact path of their prede¬ 
cessors. Professor Whitfield (Amor, joum . 
sc,, 3d series, ii. 99) says in regard to south¬ 
ern tornadoes, “It is notan established fact, 
but it is commonly believed, and with some 
reason, that the tornado does, in the course of 
years, return along its beaten path, and that 
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it is unsafe to build where one has ever passed. 
The house in Pickens count}" stood on a hill 
from which a log-cabin had been blown away 
some thirty years before. I witnessed the 
last of three, which have passed along the same 
track. Near Hernando, Miss., three have fol¬ 
lowed an unvarying line. 1 ’ Ho suggests that 
some places are more favorable than others for 
the production of these storms, which would 
make them of a more local character than Mr. 
Finle}* would be willing to admit. 

While Mr. Finley's work, like that of all 
others, is capable of improvement, the writer 
believes he has done great service to this branch 
of science, and deserves the sincere gratitude 
of both the student of science and the resident 
in tornado districts. In enabling him to pur¬ 
sue his investigations, the signal service de¬ 
serves the commendation Of the scientific and 
general public. 


ZIEGLER'S PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY . 

A text-book of pathological anatomy and pathogenesis. 

By Kknst Zikgler ; translated by Donald Mc¬ 
Alister. London, Macmillan , 1883. 860 p. 8°. 

This book is a translation, from the German, 
of a portion of Professor Ziegler’s work on 
pathological anatomy, which appeared two 
years ago. The work is not as yet completed 
in German, nor does the translation contain all 
that has yet been published, covering only the 
ground of general pathological anatomy. 

Professor Ziegler is a young man who has 
already gained distinction in Germany by his 
original investigations in connection with tuber¬ 
culosis and certain of the processes involved 
in inflammation. 

The scope of the present work is to afford 
to students and physicians a text-book which 
shall give a short and concise statement of 
what is known upon the subjects treated, in¬ 
cluding the results of the most recent investi¬ 
gations. 

The book opens with a section of three chap¬ 
ters on malformations. This is condensed and 
dry; and further, as there aare no plates to illus¬ 
trate the monstrosities, the student wishing to 
acquire a knowledge of this difficult subject will 
do better to fall back upon the earlier mono* 

S Tm of I* G. St. Hilaire, Foerstcr, and 

Bid. 

Then follow four chapters on the pathology 
of the blood and lymph, which, though short, 
are very good, containing essentially what is 
known upon the subject. Very little space is 
devoted to thrombosis and embolism; but this 
is not a neglect on Ziegler's part, as he treats 


of it in detail in that portion of the book which 
has not yet been translated. 

The succeeding chapters on the retrograde 
disturbances of nutrition are worthy of much 
praise, giving as they do a very clear, though 
concise, account of these changes, including 
also the results of the latest work on coagula¬ 
tion-necrosis. 

The chapter on cysts, consisting of but a 
single page, is incomplete, and does not treat 
with sufficient fulness this important subject. 

The three chapters devoted to hyperplasia, 
regeneration, and metaplasia of tissues, give a 
good account of the somewhat meagre knowl¬ 
edge on these points. 

In treating of inflammation, the author gives 
a short historical sketch of the ideas held at 
various times upon the conditions present in 
this process, and then devotes considerable 
space to the ideas now in vogue, as expressed 
by Cohnhcixn, Samuel, and others; the exu¬ 
dation from the vessels, due to presumable 
changes in the vessel-wall, now forming the 
anatomical basis. The parenchymatous inflam¬ 
mations of Virchow find no place in the cate¬ 
gory, nor will Ziegler allow that the connective- 
tissue corpuscles take any part in the process, 
as advanced by Virchow, and still maintained 
by von Recklinghausen. 

The secondary changes occurring in the 
products of an inflammation arc well treated ; 
a point in regard to which Ziegler has himself 
contributed some original work. 

The infective gramilomata are removed from 
the category of tumors, and are classed with 
the inflammations. Under this head are con¬ 
sidered tubercle, syphilis, leprosy, glanders, 
lupus, and actinomycosis. 

The anatomy of tubercle and its develop¬ 
ment are fully and well treated, and the rela¬ 
tion of the Bacillus tuberculosis to the disease 
detailed so far as the present knowledge per¬ 
mits. 

Virchow's classification of tumors is adopted, 
with the exception, as already stated, of the 
omission of the granulation-tumors. In refer¬ 
ence to the aetiology of tumors, the author 
does not regard Cohnheirn’s embryonic-foci 
theory as sufficient to explain all cases, though 
undoubtedly applicable to many. 

Of the increasing importance of the subject 
of parasites in relation to disease, no better 
proof is to be found than in the greater number 
of pages devoted to this point in the newer 
books ; and among the parasites the Schizomy- 
cetes claim the lion’s share of attention. 

The author gives Cohn’s classification of the 
latter, together with a description of their gen- 
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eral morphological characters. He then de¬ 
votes considerable space to a consideration of 
the conditions, such as temperature, nutritive 
substances, and the like, favoring their growth ; 
their effect in causing the groups of changes 
included under the terms fermentation and 
putrefaction ; finally, discusses their relation to 
disease. Of their method of action, he very 
properly refrains from expressing an opinion. 

The list of pathogenic microbia, according 
to Ziegler, is a larger one than the strictly cau¬ 
tious observer will admit. For, to go beyond 
as a proven fact that specific organisms have 
been found in connection with oilier diseases 
than anthrax, relapsing fever, septicaemia of 
mice, and probably with tuberculosis, gland¬ 
ers, malignant oedema, and, under the Ilypho- 
mycetes, actinomykosis, is, in the present state 
of our knowledge, unwarrantable. 

In regard to the mutability of bacteria, the 
views of various writers pro and con are given, 
but no definite conclusion is expressed. 

To the Hyphomycetcs a chapter is devoted ; 
and. while giving a very good account of what 
is known in regard to their pathogenic qualities, 
one can but be impressed with the fact of the 
extreme meagreness of knowledge of the rela¬ 
tion which the ever-present mould-fungi bear 
to disease. 

The chapter on animal parasites contains 
nothing of special interest. 

The book as a whole shows evidence of hav¬ 
ing been written by a young man. All that is 
new has special stress laid upon it, while the 
work of tiie earlier generation receives less 
attention. The author inclines to state things 
positively, with but little of the cautious scep¬ 
ticism which marks the writings of the older 
and more conservative worker who is prepared 
to weigh every objection, and combat every 
point. 

This latter quality, however, does not in the 
least detract from the value of the work, for 
the object for which it was intended; on the 
contrary, much enhances it. For nothing can 
be more disheartening to the student beginning 
a subject, than to be plunged at first into that 
mire of doubt which is ever present for him 
who attempts a deeper insight into a science. 

The English translation is a remarkably good 
one. It is certainly as agreeable as it is rare, 
to read a smooth translation, where one is not 
constantly reminded of the tongue from which 
it had its origin. 

The letter-press and wood-cuts are much 
superior to those usually found in texWbooks ; 
and Macmillan deserves with Dr, McAlister 
the thanks of the English-reading profession 
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for presenting Professor Ziegler's work in so 
attractive and readable a form. 

As a text-book for students, physicians, and 
those men of science who are interested in the 
sciences upon which medicine rests, it tills a 
gap which has long been felt. 


ECONOMIC ENTOMOLOGY IN ENGLAND. 

Report o f observations of injurious insect* during the 

gear 1882 , with methods of prevention and remedy , 

and special report on wire-worms. By Eleanor 

A Ormkrod, F. M. S , etc. London, 1883. 

98 p., illuatr. 8°. 

This is the fourth of a series of reports 
prepared by Miss Ormerod for the use of the 
farmers of Great Britain. The plan of these 
reports is peculiar. They consist largely of 
abstracts from the writer's correspondence; 
the greater part of which is presumably in 
reply to circulars issued by her. In thus col¬ 
lecting and publishing the results of the ex¬ 
perience of the more observing agriculturists, 
Miss Ormerod is doing an important work, 
and the enthusiasm and energy which she lias 
displayed in it are deserving great praise. It 
is fortunate, however, that she has not confined 
herself to the work of compilation, but has 
recorded the results of personal observations. 
And we venture to suggest that what she 
states on her own authority will be read with 
more interest than the quoted portions of her 
work. For no one but herself can judge of 
the relative value of the conclusions of her 
various correspondents. We realize, howover, 
that the publication of the reports of these 
correspondents is probably a considerable part 
of tiie incentive to their co-operation with her; 
and the system has produced such good results 
that one should be slow to criticise it. 

Tiie-report for 1882 contains notes on more 
than thirty different species of insects infest¬ 
ing fruit, garden-vegetables, field-crops, and 
forest-trees. The most serious i njury recorded 
for that year is that to hops by Aphides. It 
is estimated that the loss to the hop-growers 
of the United Kingdom from this cause was 
not less than £1,750,000. This injury is the 
greatest which has been incurred for many 
years. 

Nearly one-half of the report is devoted to 
an article on wire-worms, or click beetles. This 
article was compiled from notes contributed in 
reply to a circular issued ,by the council of the 
Royal agricultural society, and it doubtless 
gives a very good idea of the popular belieft 
now held in the British isles respecting these 
pests. We wish that the above-named society 
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would now afTord their entomologist, Miss 
Ormerod, an opportunity for directing a series 
of comparative experiments to test the truth 
of these beliefs. 


The report is well illustrated, partially by 
some of the well-known figures of Curtis, and 
partially by original figures drawn by the 
authoress. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


MATHEMATICS. 


The elliptic differential equation. — M. Rad. 
Sturm has here given a method of integration for the 

(lx dy 

general elliptic differential equation ”7^ ± -— = 0. 

vx vr 


where X and T are quartlc functions of ce and y re¬ 
spectively, say, X = K(x — a) (x — b) (x — c) (x — d), 
and Y a similar function of y . He show* that this 
equation can be integrated directly by aid of an 
integrating factor which he determines. Denoting 
by X«ft . , . Yah . . , the products of two of the 
factors x — a, z — 5 . . ., y ~ a, y — 6 . . ,, then 


dx du 

the left-hand side of the equation , ± = 0 is 

Vx V y 

made the exact differential of 


-hr-- {'JXabY* T yjXrtYjh 
by multiplying it by the quantity 
f a }"^)i{li(* + y) (<* + &)— xy — ah]yJ~XcdV«b 

-F [i(® "h V) (c 4* cl) — xy ((?]VX aftfedj • 
— (Math, ann., xxl.) t. c# [238 


PHYSICS. 

Electricity, 

Effloienoy of telephones. — K. Vlerordt meas¬ 
ures the weakening of sound through telephones by 
diminishing the sound at the transmitter until it 
just becomes Inaudible at the other end. The sound 
is measured by the mass and height of a small 
leaden sphere, which is dropped upon a tin plate. 
Using two Slemens-Halake telephones, of 205 and 
208 S. U. resistance respectively, he found that the 
loss over thirty-four m. of wire was less than seventy- 
live per cent of the loss In air, —(Ann. phytt. chern 
xix. 207.) jr. T. [239 

Electric lighting. — Cans A Co. of Budapest)! 
find, that, with a continuous current, the carbon 
filament of an Incandescent lamp gives out first at 
the end where the positive current enters, a spot of 
Oarbon being deposited on the neighboring part of 
the glass. If alternating machines are used, the life 
of the lamp Is almost exactly doubled, and when the 
deposit forms it is all around the case. — ( Enginetr- 
iny, June lfi.) J. T. (240 

ENGINEERING. 

A grant 1 Bound atoamar.' ~^The steamer Pil¬ 
grim, of the Old Colony steamship company, was re¬ 
cently added to the fleet now plying through Long 


Island Sound. The vessel is the largest and the 
most expensively fitted up of all steamers which have 
yet been built for those waters. The hull Is of Iron, 
double, and built in compartments. The boiler space 
is so enclosed by iron bulkheads that the danger of 
fire is wholly avoided. The engines are of the stand¬ 
ard beam-engine type, and fitted with the Stevens 
valve-gear. They were designed by Messrs, Fletcher 
& Harrison, and built by Messrs. John Hoach A 
Son. The steering is done by means of a Sickles 
steam steering gear, and the lighting Is performed by 
Edison dynamos. The hull is 890 feet long on deck, 
875 on the load line; the beam is 60feet over the hull 
and 87.fi feet over the 4 guard*the depth of hold 
ifl 18.(1 feet; draught of water, 11 feet. The engine 
has a steam-cylinder 110 inches in diameter ami 14 
feet stroke of piston. There are 12 boilers of steel, 
and calculated for a pressure of 60 pounds per square 
inch. The total power Is estimated at 6,500-horse 
power. The wheels are of the radial type, and are 41 
feet in diameter, weighing 85 tons each. The shafts 
are 20 inches in diameter. The cylinder weighs 80 
tons; the bed-plate, 80 tons; the beam, 33 tons; the 
condenser, 00 tons. The machinery wifi weigh, alto¬ 
gether, with water in the boilers, 1,805 tons. There 
are 308 water-tight compartments; and it Is consid¬ 
ered that it will be impossible to sink the vessel by 
collision or grounding. There are 912 electric lamps 
operated by two Edison dynamos of a total of 11,400- 
candle power. They are driven by an Armington A 
Sims engine, built at Providence, of 160-horse power. 
The grand saloon is the largest in the world; it is 850 
feet long, and accommodates 1,400 passengers, for 
whom state-rooms are provided. — (Sc. Amer, } June 
80.) K. tt. T. [241 

CHEMISTRY. 

' (General, physical, and inorganic.) 

Apatites containing iodine. — In continuing the 
study of the formation of artificial apatite*, A. Dltte 
fused baric iodide with a mixture of sodic Iodide and 
amnionic phosphate, the latter In small quantity. On 
slow cooling, the mass crystallized In hexagonal prisms 
of the composition Bal*. 3Ba t (P0 4 )$. When am¬ 
nionic arsenlate was substituted forth© phosphate, the 
corresponding iodarseniate, Bal* . 3 Ba ; ,(As0 4 h, was 
formed. The iodvanadate, Bal* . 8Ba 3 (V0 4 ) y , crys¬ 
tallized in transparent prisms. The strontium com¬ 
pounds, 8rl, . 8Sr 9 {P0 4 )i, and Sri* . 3Sr 3 (As0 4 ) e , 
and calcic iodvanadate, Cal* . 3Ca*(V0 4 )*, were ob¬ 
tained. ry (Compte s rendu*, xevi. 1226,) 0 , f. m. [242 

The spectrum of beryllium. — Mr, H. N. Had¬ 
ley findsi that the spectrum of beryllium shows no 
marked analogy with the spectrum of calcium, mag- 
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neslum, or aluminum. It does not resemble the 
spectrum of carbon, boron, or silicon; but it is more 
closely allied to that of lithium. The author therefore 
concludes that it is the first member of a dyad series 
of elements homologous to calcium, strontium, and 
barium. — (Journ. c/tem. »oc., June, 1883.) 0. F. M. 

(243 

Decomposition of water by the metalloids.— 

When distilled water U boiled with sulphur, C. Z. 
Cross and A. F. Higgln find that it is decomposed 
according to the equation 2 H*0+8S = 2 H*S+80 f . 
They also noted that sulphur distilled with steam or 
with the vapor of dilute alcohol. On boiling arsenic 
with water, it was converted into arsenioue acid and 
hydrlc arsenide. Arsen ions sulphide was changed 
into a suifoxycompound, — (Jierichte {Jeutsch, chem, 
yetelUch.i xvi, 1105.) c. F. u. [244 

Pyronome. — This is the name given by M. Sandoy 
to a new explosive, consisting of etxty-nlne parts of 
saltpetre, nine of sulphur, ten of charcoal, eight of 
metallic antimony, fire of potassium chlorate, four 
of rye-fiour, and a very small quantity of potassium 
chromate. The materials are mixed with an equal 
quantity of boiling water, and the mass is evaporated 
to a paste, dried, and powdered as wanted. This 
mixture ts said to be much cheaper than dynamite, 
but its manufacture and use must be attended with 
considerable danger. — (Chem. techn. rep., 1883, 154.) 
c. K. m. (245 

METALLURGY. 

Gaseous fuel in iron manufacture. — Mr. W. 

S. Sutherland read a paper before the British iron 
and steel institute, on the production and utiliza¬ 
tion of gaseous fuel in Iron manufacture, in which 
he claims that the seams of boilers can be welded in¬ 
stead of riveted, if the heat can be applied uniformly, 
and of sufficiently high temperature, without excess of 
air or admission of dirt. This kind of heat he has ob¬ 
tained only by the use of coal-gas, Siemens-producer 
gas, or water-gas, the preference being given to the 
latter. To secure the requisite air in constant pro- 
]>ortlon, the gas being in excess, gas and air are mixed 
before combustion; probably the first instance of such 
a utilization of the principles of a Bunsen burner on 
a large scale. Explosions are prevented by having an 
outlet lightly covered by india-rubber, at some porner 
of the main; and when the wave, or disk of flame, 
which does not readily turn a corner, reaches this 
cover, it breaks the rubber just as a blow would. The 
method has been worked some ten years without acci¬ 
dent. From all his experience, Mr. Sutherland con¬ 
cludes, that to produce a good, true, wrought iron, 
Siemens ga* with varying proportion of air, Instead of 
air alone, should be blown into the iron in the Bes¬ 
semer converter. -~(Eny. min, journ., July 14, 21,) 
». n. r. [246 

Nickel extraction. — Prat and Laroche of Bor¬ 
deaux add powdered nickel ore to a bath of sul¬ 
phuric add 56° to 06° Baum6: on stirring the mass it 
becomes heated, and in half an hour it is neatly solid. 
The soluble salts of the metals, thus formed, are 
leached out with boiling water. From this solution. 


oxalate of nickel Is formed by boiling with oxalic 
acid; the precipitated oxalate of nickel is boiled with 
caustic soda, yielding oxide of nickel and oxalate of 
soda. The oxalic acid Is recovered from the latter 
salt. — (Eng . min. journ., June 2 .) ». n. r. [247 

The Doetah copper extraction process. — This 
process has been in use by the Rio Tinto mine for 
some years. The ore Is crushed to .4 Inch In size, and 
piled in heaps forty-five feet wide, with suitable chan¬ 
nels at the bottom, and vertical draught-holes. About 
two per cent of salt Is sprinkled over the top. A 
basin thirty feet square Is made on the top of the 
heap, and the regenerated liquors from the last oper¬ 
ation are run into It. The dissolved and leached 
copper is precipitated by scrap Iron, the Iron Hquors 
remaining are regenerated by sprinkling them down 
through a coke tower, while mixed chlorine and hy¬ 
drochloric acid are forced upward. — (JSng. win. 
journ,, July 14.) R. H. R. (248 

MINERALOGY. 

Ficro-epldote. — MM. Damourand Des Clotzeaux 
have investigated a gray crystalline mineral from 
Lake Baikal, and found it closely related to epidote 
In crystalline form and optical properties. A com¬ 
plete chemical analysis was not made; but qualita¬ 
tive tests proved it to be a silicate of alumina and 
maguesia, with only a trace of calcium. It Is sup¬ 
posed to be a magnesium epidote, and the name 
‘ picro-epidotc > is proposed for it. — [Hull. hoc. m<n. t 
Vi. 23.) 6 . L. P. [249 

Jeremeieffite. — A new mineral from the Soktoui, 
south-east of Adun-Tschllon in western Siberia, has 
been described by M. Damoitr. It occurs in nearly 
colorless, transparent, hexagonal prisms, thus resem¬ 
bling some varieties of beryl and apatite. Hardness, 
6.5; specific gravity, 8.28. Qualitative analysis proved 
It to be essentially a borate of alumina. Before the 
blowpipe it is infusible, loses its transparency, and 
colors the flame green (boron); with cobalt solution, 
it assumes a blue color. It Is Insoluble in acids, 
except after strong ignition, when sulphuric add dis¬ 
solves It. Chemical analysis yielded B*0 8 , by dif¬ 
ference (40.19) . ALO* (55.08) . Fe*O u (4.08) . K*0 
(0.70) = *100%. from which the formula (Al, Fe)» B,0* 
Is derived. It is named after the Russian mining 
engineer, Mr. Jeremejew.—( Bull . «oc. min., yi. 20 .) 
6. L. v. [250 

METEOROLOGY. 

Bavarian meteorology. — The quarterly publica¬ 
tions of the meteorological stations In Bavaria deserve 
special mention for the model way in which the ob¬ 
servations are recorded, and for the excellent dis¬ 
cussions which accompany them. The concluding 
number of the series for 1882 contains a monograph 
by Dr. Lang upon the observations at Munich for 
sixty-seven years. Among the results reached Is that 
the mean pressure for any day can be better obtained 
by taking the mean of the observation* at six A.M., 
two and ten p.w., than by any other of the eight dif¬ 
ferent combinations tested. The mean of the maxi¬ 
mum and minimum for the day gives In general 
nearly as good a result. Similarly of the tempera* 
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ture, the best combination is the mean of the seven 
a.m., two and nine p.m. observations, but the mean 
of the maximum and minimum is nearly as good.— 
(Jieob. met stat. in Bayern, iv. 4.) w. u. [251 
Rainfall at Hawaii.— The meteorological condi¬ 
tions of the island of Hawaii are so peculiar, that, 
though the island is not large, in one portion rain 
seldom falls, ami the land is a desert; white in another 
the rainfall is so excessive that it is said it should be 
measured, not in inches, but in feet. In proof of the 
excessive rainfall, the following figures have been 
furnished by Dr. 0, S. Kittrcdge of llilo, Hawaii. 
Tim observations were made by Dr. Wetmore at 
Hilo. 

Rainfall at llilo , Hawaii. 



1880. 

1881. 

1882. 

3883. 


In. 

hi. 

Tn. 

In. 

•Inn nary. 

- 

5.1 

30.7 

3.1 

Fcbruury . 

- 

3.1 

23.0 

23.1 

Mlirdi . 

- 

55.2 

18 7 

2.4 

April. 

14.5 

8.3 

5.2 

12.4 

May. 

0.9 

4.2 

7.0 

- 

Jump ,,,,,, 

8.1 

10 8 

7.1 


July. 

22.1 

9.0 

7.9 


Augiml. 

7.3 

8.8 

7.0 

- 

Bupnunbor .... 

14.5 

8 2 

8.0 

_ 

Oitobf'r. 

35.7 

4.9 

o.y 

- 

November .... 

3.6 

21.7 

20.4 

_ 

Decnmbttr .... 

:u 

34.2 

1ft.7 

- 

fluraa. 

- 

174.4 

10*1.8 

- 


For the three years April 1, 3880 to April 1,1888, the 
total amount is 403.6 inches, averaging 154.5 inches 
each year. — w, u. [252 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Arctic.) 

North-weet America. — Reports from the island 
of Kadiak, Alaska, state that the spring has been un¬ 
usually late, and on the 6th of June summer seemed 
to have just set in. During the preceding three 
months, the rainfall had averaged eleven inches per 
month. Salmon-canneries had been established at 
Karluk, on the island of Kadiak, and at Seal bay, 
Afognak island. On Cook’s inlet, a cannery had 
been established at the Kassilax river. Exploring 
parties were examining the shores of the inlet for 
minerals. One party was ascending the Sushitno 
river, where Doroschln reported gold many years ago. 
Another party had sailed for Kamishak bay, Aliaska 
peninsula. An experiment in sheep-raising has been 
going on, on the island of Kadiak, for three years. 
Success seemed certain, as the wool improved in 
quantity arid quality, and was free from burrs and 
impurities! In adding to the number, an epidemic 
disease was introduced; and of the flock of throe 

hundred, only about thirty survived.-Rev. S, Hall 

Young has been making a study of the religious be¬ 
lief of the T'llnklt Indians of the Alexander archi¬ 
pelago, which will shortly be made public. — The 
U. S. revenue-steamer Corwin left Sitka on her 

Arctic cruise, June 16. -At Juneau City, the 

largest shipment of gold-dust ever made was sent by 
the June steamer. The troubles among the miners 
here hare caused many to depart. It appears that 


the rock containing the gold Is of a loosely crystalline 
or granular nature, which weathers to a gravel. The 
lighter portions of this wash away in the rains; but 
the gold settles down into the remainder, which be¬ 
comes much richer than the original rock in equal 
quantities. This gravel is said to exist on the upper 
parts of the auriferous mountain-belt. Prospectors 
claim this gravel as placers, and desire to work it 
under the law governing placer-mining. The com¬ 
panies who have taken up quart/.-claims desire to 
have it regarded as quartz or vein mineral: hence 
the conflict, which was to have been settled by 
the officers of the IJ. 8. S. Corwin, The decision 

has not been made public.-Prospectors have 

gone to explore the country about Yakut at hay, 
where the Indians have hitherto been hostile. Re¬ 
ports as to Its richness in gold have long been preva¬ 
lent; but so many have met their death from the 
natives, that hitherto no one has dared attempt ex¬ 
ploration. The party consists of five men, with six 
months’ provisions, and was transported by the 
U. S. S. Adams. The prestige of the naval vessel, 

it is hoped, will afford then) protection.-The 

schooner Alaska has sailed from San Francisco, 
for Uolovine sound, Alaska, taking with her a small 
stern-wheel steamer and a complete mining equip¬ 
ment and some twenty-live miners. The mines are. 
situated on the Fish river, which forms par* of the 
water-communication between Grant-ley harbor and 
Golovine sound. It Is slated that the ore is a very 
rich argentiferous galena. The parties engaged in 
the enterprise have been several years investigating 
the deposit, and feel sufficiently encouraged to begin 
a regular prosecution of the business. In this vicin¬ 
ity, graphite Is known to occur in a sienitfc rock, 
in considerable quantities. This wili he the most 
northern mine actually worked in the western hem¬ 
isphere. — w. ii. i>. [253 

(South America.) 

Bove’s new expedition. —Lieut, Bove pro¬ 
poses a new expedition to complete studies begun 
during his last journey in the southern part of the 
Argentine republic. He proposes to investigate the 
present physical and economic condition of the coun¬ 
try, with a view to closer commercial relat ions with 
Italy, He will take up the exploration of Patagonia 
and Tierra del Fuego, especially the basin of Santa 
Cruz, the canals of western Patagonia, and the habit¬ 
able country extending from the Ona to the Cioniu 
Chonos. The inhabitants are totally unknown. The 
explorer has placed himself at the disposition of the 
Argentine government for the purpose of placing 
light-houses on Staten island and other points need¬ 
ful for navigation, an arrangement which will facili¬ 
tate the prosecution of his other investigations. For 
transportation he will depend partly on the English 
missionary board, who have promised co-operation, 
and will afterward equip for exploration one of the 
small vessels always obtainable for such purposes 
either kt the Falkland islands or Punta Arenas. The 
journey will occupy a year, and cost about five thou¬ 
sand dollars.— (Itevue gdogr. June, 1883.) w. h. i>. 

[254 
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BOTANY. 

BIUb* North American fungi — Dr, FarJow, who 
edited the third and, in part, the eleventh century of 
this collection, contributes valuable notes on some of 
the Peronosporeac ami Uredineao so far distributed, 
with some pertinent remarks on the nomenclature 
of the latter group. Though desirous of retaining 
the earliest specific names wherever practicable, the 
writer does not believe, with Winter, in applying the 
name given to the Aeciduim of a Puecinia or other 
teleutosporic form to the species, when its several 
stages are grouped under the generic' name of the 
latter form. “ For practical reasons, if for no other, 
the custom of substituting an aeefilial specific name, 
for a name given to a Uredo or teleutosporic form, 
Should by ail means be avoided. Of all the Urcdi- 
neae described by older writers, probably none are 
more difficult to determine satisfactorily at the pres¬ 
ent day than the species of Accidium, so called. Origi¬ 
nal specimens of that genus are, as a rule, not so well 
preserved as those of other genera of the order; and, 
if one usually gets little satisfaction from examina¬ 
tion of what is loft of the original types, he is scarce¬ 
ly better off on reading the older descriptions. It 
was not unfrequently the habit of older mycologists, 
to describe as varieties of one AecfiHum forms found 
on the most diverse plants; uml most certainly it is 
going too far to substitute for the name of a Pucci- 
Ida, let us say, which has passed current for many 
years, the name given by an old authority, like Fer- 
soon or Link, to what he considered a variety of an ill- 
defined Accidium. It cannot be said that any want 
of respect to the older writers is shown by abandon¬ 
ing their aecidial names in such cases. n 

With respect to the Uredo name, however, the case 
is held to be somewhat different. ** As a matter of 
fact, the types of the earlier-described Uredo forms are 
much better preserved than Aeeidia, and examinations 
of older herbaria frequently enable one to determine 
with accuracy what form was meant by an older 
author. Furthermore, the Uredo and teleutosporic 
forms frequently are found together in the Bame 
sorus, or in close proximity; and examinations of 
authentic specimens often show the relation of an 
old-described Uredo to a more recently described 
teleutosporic form. The most Important considera¬ 
tion, however, is the following. Many of the forms 
now recognized as teleutosporic have one-celled 
spores, and were originally described as forms of 
Uredo; and, in such eases, one must go back to the 
original specific names/* He adds, however, “If I 
have advocated retaining the older Uredo name 
in cases where we know with certainty what was 
meant by the earlier mycologists, I have by no means 
intended encouraging the use of names about which 
there is doubt, either from the absence of typical 
specimens, or confusion of several species by older 
writers. Rather than favor that method — if one 
may say so —of forcing priority, I should prefer to 
give up the substitution of all old Uredo names, ex¬ 
cept, possibly, in the case of species now referred to 
Uromyees.** The use of the parenthesis for the or¬ 
iginal authority for the species, though somewhat 


cumbrous and generally discarded by phenogamlc 
botanists, is, on the whole, advocated, especially since 
the genera of fungi are often not very definitely 
fixed. “A species of Fries, for instance, may, dur¬ 
ing five years, he dragged through no one knows how 
many new genera; anti it is with a mildly malicious 
satisfaction that one sees those modern writers who 
adopt minute generic subdivision, forced by the pre¬ 
vailing custom to add the ‘ (FV.) T as a slight tribute 
to the past.” 

Besides the characters of eight species, previously 
nondescript, the notes also contain much critical in¬ 
formation concerning the synonymy of many of the 
species, and the geographical distribution of others. 
An interesting fact is the preponderance, among our 
Peronosporae, of species germinating by the produc¬ 
tion of zoospores, though this would appear to better 
adapt them to an insular climate than to ours, which 
is a continental one, subject to extremes of beat and 
moisture. — (Prnc. Amer . acad. t May it, 18811.) w. t. 

[255 

ZOOLOGY. 

Crustacea. 

Parasite of the salmon.—Carl K. Cissler in an 
anonymous article, in the American naturalist, for 
August, describes and figures, as a new species of 
Caligus, a parasite of the salmon of Puget sound. 
The spocies is probably Lepooph their us salmon is, 
which infests the salmon upon both sides of Hits 
’North Atlantic. —«. i. s. [256 

Brachyura and Anomura off the ooaat of 
New England. — In a preliminary report on the 
Brachyura and Anomura dredged in deep water off 
the south coast of New England by the U. S. fish 
commission in 1880-82, K. I. Smith enumerates 
thirty-one species taken in sixty-five to six hun¬ 
dred and forty fathoms, and gives full descriptions 
ami figures of the. new forms discovered. The report, 
although only a supplement to a notice of the Crus¬ 
tacea dredged in the same region in 1880, describes 
three new genera and seven new species. Of the 
thirty-one species enumerated, only four were known 
from the south coast of New England previous to 
1880, and more than half of the whole number were 
new to science; and yet none of the species belong 
to the abyssal fauna proper, and nearly all of them 
were taken most abundantly in less than two hundred 
fathoms. The dredgings off Martha's Vineyard in 
1882 revealed the total, or almost total, disappearance 
of several of the larger species of Crustacea, which 
were exceedingly abundant, in the same region, in 
1880 and 188 L The disappearance of these species 
was apparently connected directly with the disappear¬ 
ance of the tile-flsh (Lopholatilus) from the same 
region; and on this account, complete tables are given 
of the specimens examined from all the dredgings in 
the region in question. Five species, which were ex¬ 
ceedingly abundant in 1880 and 1881, were not found, 
or found only very rarely, in 1882; and five others, 
taken several tiroes in 1880 and 1881, were not taken 
at all in 1882. These species were specially charac¬ 
teristic of the narrow belt of comparatively warm 
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water, — in sixty to one hundred and sixty fathoms, 
— which has a more southern fauna than the colder 
waters either side. Professor Yerrill has suggested 
that there was a great destruction of life in this belt 
in the winter of 1881-82, caused by a severe storm 
agitating the bottom-water, and forcing outward the 
cold water that occupies the great area of shallow 
sea along the coast, thus causing a sudden lowering 
of the temperature along the warm belt. 

Among the forms described are two now genera of 
Oalatheidtu, in one of which there are no appendages 
on any of the first five abdominal somites of the 
adult male. Put the most, interesting forms are two 
genera of hermit-crabs, — Parnpagurus and Sympa- 
gurus, — in which the branchiae present types of 
structure intermediate between the phyllobranchiae 
of ordinary paguroids, and the triehobranchiae of the 
Astacidae, etc. — (Proa. naL mu*., vi., June, 1883.) 
-s. r. a, [257 

VERTEBRATES. 

Development of muscle fibres and their union 
with nerves. — Although very numerous researches 
have been made on the differentiation of striped 
muscles, and on the termination of their motor nerve- 
fibres, yet the multifarious observations have often 
been too incomplete to lead to any but conflicting 
and unsatisfactory theories. An important contribu¬ 
tion toward reducing this unfortunate and excessive 
confusion to order is made by L. Bremer, who lias 
studied the post-embryonic changes in lizards, frogs, 
and mice. The nucleus of the muscle-fibre, together 
with the protoplasm surrounding it, constitutes the 
so-called muscle-corpuscle; the corpuscle is much 
more prominent in young than in old muscles, for 
its protoplasm is gradually differentiated into muscu¬ 
lar substance; a small number of corpuscles enters 
into the formation of each fibre; tbo substance of the 
muscle forms a network, which was first partially 
recognized by Ileitzmanu ( Wien. Hitzungabnr, xvii. 
abfch. 3, 1873); the meshes of this network appear 
polygonal in transverse, rectangular in longitudinal 
sections; the network is a modification of the proto¬ 
plasmatic network of the corpuscles, and is so arranged 
that there are alternating rows, both transverse and 
longitudinal, of fine knots and large knots (correspond¬ 
ing to the fine and broad striae); the fine knots are 
connected by fine threads, and the large knots by 
coarse threads; hence there is a fine and a coarse net. 

The post-embryonic multiplication of fibres takes 
place by means of the structures described by Margo 
(Wien, sitzuhyfiber, xxxvl. under the name of 
* sarcoplasten; ’ there are lines or chains of muscle- 
corpuscles, united by the protoplasm net, ami derived 
by proliferation from the corpuscles of the original 
fibres; the sarcopiast gradually separates from the 
parent fibre, undergoing muscular differentiation 
meanwhile, and also becoming connected with the 
nerve. The growth of the fibite is initiated by a 
multiplication of the corpuscles; the sarcolemma is 
not present at first, but appears later, being probably 
formed by the fused cell membranes of the corpus¬ 
cles, to which appears to be added a coat of connec¬ 
tive tissue, and also around the motor plate between 


the two sarcolcmmic coats, an extension of Henle’s 
sheath of the nerve. 

The motor nerve plates are formed as follows.* 
When the sarcoplast begins to change to muscle, the 
nerve grows towards it until the two meet and unite. 
In lizards only a single nerve-fibre, in the frog and 
mouse several together, thus approach the future 
muscle. At the point of contact, the muscle-cor- 
puftcles change, so that an accumulation of proto¬ 
plasm and a proliferation of nuclei occur there. 
These accumulations were first described by Kiihne 
under the name of * muskelspindcln’ (Virchow 1 » 
arch., 1803, 310), and are mentioned by many subse¬ 
quent writers; Bremer now shows that they are 
young ‘end-plates.’ Into these the ramifications of 
the nerve penetrate, after the medullary sheath has 
been lost. The details of the process, of course, vary 
in different animals, as do also the final forms of the 
motor plates. 

Besides the motor terminations, there are others, 
which the author believes to be probably those of the 
sensory nerves. The fibres running to them are 
either small and medullatod, or naked and end in 
ramifications upon the muscle, without any conspic¬ 
uous collection of nuclei and protoplasm at the place 
of junction. The smaller n<*rve endings occur on 
the same fibres with the motor plates, and probably 
both exist on every fibre. The smaller endings, 
Bremer designates as ‘ end do] den ’ in contradistinc¬ 
tion to the ‘ end plat ten. * (Sack's paper on the sensory 
nerves of muscles is not cited by Bremer.) 

Hensen lias advanced the view that the connection 
between the nerves and the peripheral cells exists 
from the first in the embryo, and that, as the cells 
divide, so do the nerves. Bremer’s observations 
show that with muscles this is not the case. More¬ 
over, Klelnenberg’s theory of the evolution of muscle 
and nerve must be at least modified, if not set aside. 
(That the union of the nerve-filament with the pe- 
ripheral organ Is secondary, is shown also by His. 
Science, i. 956,) — (Arc/t. mikr , anaf. xxii. 3)8.) 
c. s. m. [258 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Folk-lore in the Punjab. — Mrs. F. A. Steel is 
collecting the folk-stories among the natives in 
the Panj&b. No. IS is a charming shepherd-tale 
common among the cattle-drover’s children in the 
forests of the (iujnin wuia. It. is about Little Ankle 
Bone. Once upon a time a little shepherd was eaten 
by a Wolf, that hung the ankle-bone of his victim 
to a tree. Some robbers, dividing their spoil, were 
startled by the falling of the bone, which became a 
little lad, and did many wonderful things, taming 
all the beasts of the field, and fowls of the air. He 
changes a pond into milk, by the side of which he 
sits under an oak-tree, playing ids shepherd’s pipe, 
while all the animals come to listen, and to drink out 
of hia marble basins. The series will be continued. 
— (Indian antiquary, xii. 105.) j. w, J\ |259 

Lorillard City. — After bis researches at Cldehen- 
Itza, M. Cliarnay made an excursion Into the country 
of the Llcandonea, — a fierce, indomitable tribe, of 
whom it te most desirable to have more information. 
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M. Charnay found the ruina of an ancient city, which 
he named after his generous patron. In his explora¬ 
tions here, he was assisted by a young Englishman, 
Mr. Allred Maudslay, with whom he shares the honor 
of discovery. The town is about 17° N., on the 
left bank of the Usumacinta, on the boundaries of 
Guatemala ami the two Mexican provinces of Chiapas 
and Tabasco. The ruins resemble those of Palcnque 
In the material, arrangement of interiors, decorations, 
and glyphs. The great stone slabs of Palenque 
carved with inscriptions and bas-reliefs, are replaced 
here by lintels covered with superb sculpture (of. i. 
1008.) —{ Troc. roy. yaoyr, hoc., v. 44.) jr. w. i\ 

1260 

Shaking towers.—Col. Lovett, in his journey 
through northern Persia, visited the shrines of some 
dervishes, near which is a minar, curious for possess¬ 
ing the same property that makes the shaking towers 
of Ispahan famous. When shaken by a man stand¬ 
ing on the top, it oscillates sufficiently to cause a 
brick placed on the edge of the cornico to fall. It 
is about thirty-five feet high, and six feet diameter 
at the base, tapering gently upwards. This property 
of vibrating is attributed at Bostam, as it is at 
Ispahan, to miraculous interpositibn of the local 
saint. It is, of course, due to the elasticity of the 
bricks and cement used, the latter becoming more 
elastic with age. — (IVoc. ray. ycogr, soc., v. 80.) 
j. w. p. [261 

Explorations in Guatemala.— Mr. A. P. Mauds- 
lay, mentioned in M. Cliarnuy’s researches, lias pub¬ 
lished separately some of his own personal explora¬ 
tions, with a map and ground-plans. Starting from 
Livingstone, Guatemala, he first visited Quirigua, 
whose ruins consist of raised mounds and terraces, 
usually faced with stone, and near to these, carved 
monoliths. The latter are of two kinds: high upright 
stones, ornamented with human figures and tables 
of hieroglyphics; and low broad stones, In the shapo 
of some animal. The first named measure three to 
five feet across, and 32 to 25 feet out of the ground. 
On both hack and front, the principal ornament is a 
human figure in relief, decked out in the barbaric 
splendor usual throughout Central America. Mr. 
Maud slay suggests that the inevitable human face on 
the thorax may explain the function of the great num¬ 
ber of masks from this quarter. The second class of 
carvings is very interesting. One specimen, weigh¬ 
ing about eighteen tons, represents a turtle having a 
human head, with projecting ears richly ornamented. 
In place of the tail is the life-sized figure of a woman 
sitting cross-legged, and holding a manikin sceptre 
in her hand. The whole surface of the block is pro¬ 
fusely ornamented. Nowhere in the neighborhood 
are there traces of houses. The exploration at Qui- 
rigua Jed to an attempt to fix the site of Cliaciyal, 
mentioned by Cortez. 

Leaving this spot, Mr. Maudslsy visited Copan, 
where the sculptures impressed him as being above 
those of Quirigua hi execution. From Copan our 
traveller wandered next to Tik&l, north-east of Lake 
T’eten, only once before visited by a foreigner, Ber¬ 
noulli!. All the houses here are built of stone, and 


coated witli plaster. Inside, the walls are seven to 
eight feet high, and the stone roof forms a narrow 
gable. The rooms within are very narrow, resem¬ 
bling long passages. The town was laid out lu a rect¬ 
angular form, the slopes terraced with sustaining 
walls. The houses are often built on raised founda¬ 
tions, stone-faced in the same manner. The most 
Imposing buildings are the five temples raised on 
pyramidal foundations, in front of which are steep 
stairways leading up to the doors of the temples. 
There is no trace of any idol or object of worship in 
these buildings, but carved slabs and circular altars 
are found in the plaza. The next point of interest 
was a ruined town on the Usumacinta. On the top 
of a steep bank 00 feet high stands the first row of 
houses, and the town is built on a succession of stone¬ 
faced terraces reaching more than 250 feet in height. 
Instead of the long, narrow interiors as at Tikal, the 
houses are broken into a number of recesses by but¬ 
tresses supporting the roof at intervals, and stone is 
used Instead of sapote-wood for lintels. One of the 
houses at Usumacinta is minutely described by Mr. 
Maudslay. In nearly all the houses, around the Idols, 
stand earthen pots partly filled with some resinous 
substance, which the Laeandon Indians probably 
placed there, showing that the old faith has not died 
out. At this point Mr. Maudslay met M. Charnay. 
This very important paper closes with a short 
sketch of the Lacaudones. — (Proc, roy, ycoy, hoc., 
v. 185.) o, T. m. [262 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

News of a serious character has been received 
from the Groely relief expedition. The Proteus 
and Yantic sailed from 8t. Johns, Newfoundland, 
June 29. They arrived safely at Disco on the (1th 
and 12th of July respectively. The Proteus with 
Lieut. OarVmgton and the relief party, with sup¬ 
plies, etc., sailed from Disco for Cory island, arriving 
on the HUh. On the 21st. she started for Smith 
sound, and reached a point in latitude 78° 52', lon¬ 
gitude 74° 25' W., ft few miles north and west of 
Cape Sabine, where she was besot and crushed in 
the pack'. The party succeeded in saving boats and 
provisions sufficient to sustain them during their re¬ 
treat, and made their way across Smith sound and 
along the eastern shore to Cape York, and reached 
Upernavilc on the 24th of August, all well. Beeords 
had been left at Littleton island which apprised the 
Yantic, on her arrival, of the disaster. A search 
was immediately instituted, and on reaching Uper- 
navlk, Sept. 2, it was found that the Proteus party, 
after suffering severe hardships, and traversing six 
hundred miles of the Arctic sea, had arrived in 
safety. No news was obtained of the Greely party, 
no supplies had been landed for them, and their situ¬ 
ation must be considered as grave. Some rumors 
had reached the Danish settlements by parties of 
Eskimo, which, however, are not to be considered as 
of any weight; and there is yet no reason for sup¬ 
posing that any ill fortune, further than the loss of 
anticipated supplies, has befallen Lieut. Greely and 
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his companions. The failure to laml supplies was 
probably due to the conditions of the ice at Littleton 
island, but nothing can be stated with certainty in 
advance of more explicit Information, The Yantic, 
with the rescued party, arrived at St. Johns. Sept. 18. 

— At a meeting of the Scottish meteorological soci¬ 
ety, July 28, the following scheme, according to 
Nature, was adopted, looking to the establishment 
of a zoological station in the Firth of Forth: — 

It is proposed to enclose the Oran ton quarry, which 
has an area at high water of about ten seres, and 
depths varying to sixty feet, so as to regulate the in¬ 
flow and outflow of the tide in 
such a manner, that, while ad¬ 
mitting abundance of sea-water 
at each title, fish and other ani¬ 
mals will be prevented from 
escaping out of the enclosure. 

This will be done by means of 
stakes and wire, with other 
kinds of netting. The quarry 
will then be stocked with all 
kinds of flsh awl marine inver¬ 
tebrates. When it is desired 
to separate flsh or other animals 
for special study, this will be 
done by floating or fixed wire 
and wood cages. 

A barge about sixty-four feet 
by twenty-seven feet, of great 
stability, will be moored in the 
enclosure; upon this will be 
built a house with laborato¬ 
ries, workrooms, and ft library; 
it will also bo furnished with 
a small windmill to pump up 
sea-water into a tank on the 
roof. The water in Hits tank 
will be conveyed by pipes to 
the various tiled tables, glass 
jars, and aquaria of the estab¬ 
lishment. A small cottage will 
be built on the shore for the 
accommodation of the keeper 
and engineer, with one or two 
spare rooms* A steam pinnace 
for dredging and making obser¬ 
vations in the Firth of Forth 
and the North sea will be at¬ 
tached to the station. 

A naturalist will be appointed whose duty will be 
to make continuous observations and experiments, 
assisted by the engineer and keeper. There will be 
ample accommodation for four other naturalists to 
work at the station, and carry on Investigations; and, 
so far as the accommodation will permit, British and 
foreign naturalists will be invited to make use of the 
station free of charge, 

Towards the carrytng-out of this scheme, the Duke 
of Buccleueh has liberally granted a lease of the 
quarry at a nominal rent, with permission to erect, 
a cottage on the shore. A gentleman who takes a 
warm interest in the progress of research in Scotland 


has offered 1,0001. to construct the barge, and fit 
it up with laboratories and workrooms. Mr. J. Y. 
Buchanan has promised to fit up one of the rooms on 
the barge as a chemical laboratory suited to the re¬ 
quirements of the station; Mr, Thomas Stevenson, 
the society’s honorary secretary, bus agreed to give 
his professional services in enclosing the quarry 
gratuitously; and Mr. John Anderson has under¬ 
taken to provide the station with a salmon and trout 
hatchery. Mr. John Murray will furnish the labora¬ 
tories with apparatus, and place his large zoological 
library M the service of workers, A number of gen¬ 
tlemen have promised to sup¬ 
port the undertaking when 
once commenced; and it is 
expected that within a few 
months the station wiil be pre¬ 
sented with a steam-pinnace 
and with funds for the erec¬ 
tion of a cottage on the shore, 
— the only desiderata to com¬ 
plete the scheme. 

The society granted three 
hundred pounds for the first 
year, and two hundred and fifty 
pounds each for the two suc¬ 
ceeding years, toward the ex¬ 
penses of the station. It is ex¬ 
pected that by the beginning of 
November the proper work of 
the station will be begun. Al¬ 
ready several distinguished 
naturalists have signified their 
intention to avail themselves 
of the altogether unique facili¬ 
ties which will be afforded by 
this zoological station for the 
successful prosecution of bio¬ 
logical research. 

— In a report on the mineral 
resources of the United States, 
during 1882 and the first half 
of 1S83, shortly to lie published 
by the U. S. geological survey, 
Mr. Albert Williams, jun. f has 
compiled a series of special 
statistics, of which the follow¬ 
ing totals wiil be of interest 
to our readers. 

Omitting the local consump¬ 
tion, there were mined 43,180,883 tons of Pennsylva¬ 
nia anthracite, and S7,003.038 tons of other qualities 
of coal, including a small amount of anthracite won 
outside of Pennsylvania; the respective colliery val¬ 
ues being $97,044,442 and $109,953,797. Of iron, 
1.350,001) tons were mined, worth $44,775,000; while 
there were consumed in all the iron and steel works, 
including furnaces, 6,610,OIK) tons of anthracite and 
9,740,000 tons of bituminous coal, 5,130,000 tons of 
coke, 14&75O,0OO bushels of charcoal, and 5,800,000 
tons of lbpestone. The product of gold is estimated 
at $48,75^,000, and of silver at $70,200,000. In other 
words, th^ mint value of the precious-metal product 
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was $88,048,239 less? than the colliery value of tlie 
coal produced during the same eighteen months. 

Of crude petroleum, 41,415,163 barrels, valued at 
$35,010,476, were produced, — a diminishing product 
with an Increasing value; while 149,640,232 pounds 
of copper were mined, valued in Now York at $24,- 
538,091, — an increasing product with a diminishing 
value. 

The lead product was 202,890 tons, worth in New 
York $18,924,560; and of zinc, 53,706 tons, valued at 
$6,331,620. 75,472 Masks, or 5,873,508 pounds, of 

mercury were produced, worth in San Francisco 
$2,100,750. Of nickel, the product in 1882 was 281,- 
616 pounds, worth $209,777, but the reduction-works 
closed in 1883; while of cobalt, ore and matte, tlie 
product for 1882 was valued at $15,000. 

Of other metals, there were mined in 1882, 3,500 
tons of manganese, with a spot value of $52,500; 
2,500 tons of chromium, worth in Baltimore $100,000; 
and 60 tons of antimony, worth about $12,000. It is 
stated that a trilling amount of tin ore has been 
mined, and the production of metallic tin on a small 
scale begun. 

The estimated value of the building-stone quarried 
in 1882 is $21,000,000; grindstones, $700,000; soap¬ 
stone, $90,000 ( 6,000 tons); brick and tile jnade, 
$34,000,000; white wore, $5,000,000; lime, $21,700,000 
(81,000,000 bids.); cements, $8,672,750 (8,250,000 
bids.); pumice quarried, $1,750 (70 tons); phos¬ 
phates dug, $1,992,462 (832,077 tons); marl, $540,000 
(1,080,000 tons); mica, $250,000 (75,000 lbs.); barytes, 
$160,000 ( 20,000 tons); asbestus, $86,000 (1,200 tons); 
and aspbaltum, $10,500 (3,000 tons). There were 
further produced in 1882 and 1883, 9,618,569 barrels 
(2,098,190,620 lbs.) of salt, valued at $0,480,210 ; 2,* 
100,750 pounds of borax, worth $562,903; and in 
1882, of sod 1c carbonate, over 1,600,000 pounds; 
and of copperas, 15,000,000, worth $112,500. 

Tim value of precious stones found in 1882 was, 
before cutting between $10,000 and $15,000; after 
cutting, between $50,000 and $60,000. And there 
were mined 500 tons of corundum, valued at $0,250; 
75,000 tons of quartz; and in 1882 and 1883, 687,500 
pounds of graphite, worth $55,000.' 

The total value of the metals produced in the 
United States, during 1882, is estimated at $219,750,- 
004; and of the non-metallic mineral substances, 
$234,156,402; making the total mineral product 
$453,912,406. 

No data seem to have been obtained regarding 
many of the minor mineral products, while in the 
majority of cases tlie figures appear to be ap¬ 
proximations only. These defects can doubtless bo 
remedied, in the future, by the adoption of better 
Jaws and methods for the collection of our mineral 
statistics. 

— Hachctte publishes a book of travel by Edmond 
Cotteau, entitled 4 De Paris au .Japon k travers la 
Slb&rle/ It is well illustrated, and, apart from the 
illustrations, is especially valuable as indicating how 
unchanged and identical the civilization of Old Rus¬ 
sia, as seen in Moscow and similar cities, has been 
transplanted, as it were bodily, to successive and nu¬ 


merous localities stretching from the Ural to the 
Pacific, and to the borders of the Arctic Sea. 

— A dainty and unique little book is published by 
Charles F. Lummis of Chillicothe, O. It is a minia¬ 
ture quarto, 6.5 X 7.5 cm. in size, made of twelve 
leaves cut from the thin paper-like layers of birch 
bark. Appropriate woodcuts cover the slightly thicker 
outer pages, while the interior is given to ‘ Birch- 
bark poems, voi. ii./ by the publi>Uer. We cannot 
say much for the eight little * poems,' of which only 
the first, on * silver-birches/ has any special appro¬ 
priateness; but tlie setting is excellent and attractive, 
and reflects well the taste and skill of the author. 

— The Manchester guardian of duly 18 gives the 
following report of M. Pasteur's speech at ]>61e on 
July 14, when his fellow-townsmen placed a memo¬ 
rial tablet in the wall of the home in which he was 
born. The tablet says simply, “Here was bom Louis 
Pasteur, Dec. 27, 1822.” M, Pasteur’s remarks were 
as follows: “I am deeply touched by the honor 
which the town of I)die, 1ms conferred upon me; but 
permit me, while expressing my gratitude, to depre¬ 
cate this excess of glory. In rendering to me the 
homage which is usually rendered only to the illus¬ 
trious dead you encroach too hastily upon the judg¬ 
ment of posterity. Will it ratify your decision ? And 
ought not you, Mr. Mayor, to have prudently warned 
the municipal council against so hasty a resolution*? 
But, having protested against this outburst of an ad¬ 
miration which 1 do not merit, permit me to say that 
I am touched to the bottom of my heart. Your sym¬ 
pathy has united in this commemorative tablet two 
great things which have been at once the passion and 
the charm of my life, — love of science, and reverence 
for the paternal home. — O my father and my mother 1 
O my dear departed, who so modestly lived in this 
little house l It is to you that 1 owe all. Your en¬ 
thusiasms, my brave mother, you transmitted them 
to me. If I have always associated the greatness of 
science with the greatness of the country, it was be¬ 
cause I have been full of the sentiments with which 
you inspired me. And you, my dear father, whose 
life was as rude as your rude trade, you showed me 
what patience and sustained effort could accomplish* 
It is to you that 1 owe the tenacity of my daily work. 
Not only had you the persevering qualities which 
made life useful, but you had an admiration for 
great men and great things. ‘Look above, learn 
there, seek to rise always/ — this was your teaching. 

1 see you again after your day’s labor, reading some 
story of battle from a book of contemporary history 
which recalled to you the glorious epoch which you 
had witnessed. In teaching me to read, it was your 
care to teach me the greatness of France. Be blessed 
both of you, my dear parents, for what you were; 
and let me transfer to you the homage which Is to¬ 
day bestowed upon this house. — Gentlemen, I thank 
you for giving me the opportunity of saying aloud 
what I have thought for sixty years. I thank you 
for this celebration and for your reception; and I 
thank the town of D6le, which does not forget any 
of its children, and which has borne me la such re* 
membranes.” M. Pasteur's father was a tanner. 
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THE NA T10NA L OBSER VA TOR Y. 

We call the naval observatory at Washing¬ 
ton 4 national/ not because we would ignore 
its recognized official title, but because we 
wish to emphasize the facts, so often lost sight 
of, that it is the property of the nation, that 
it is the only observatory of the first class 
which the nation possesses, and that its opera¬ 
tions should be equally available for every 
department of the government. Such an in¬ 
stitution is a national one, by whatever name 
it may be called; and the question of its 
direction and supervision is one of interest to 
every government office having need of such 
aBtronomieal observations as can be made only 
at a fixed observatory. The general principle 
that it should be under purely scientific control 
is one that has generally been conceded in the 
abstract, but has not always been acted upon. 
Sears Cook Walker, who, thirty-five years ago, 
was perhaps the most eminent astronomer of 
America, propounded this principle in a pub¬ 
lished letter; but Maury was then near the 
zenith of his power, and little notice was taken 
of the opinion of the subordinate. From that 
time to this, the superintendency has remained 
in the hands of lino-officers of the navy. The 
officers of our navy are of too high a charac¬ 
ter, and have too much self-respect, to pretend 
to a knowledge which they do not possess: 
we may therefore inquire how it happens that 
they claim the exclusive direction of an estab¬ 
lishment most of whose operations are outside 
the line of their professional qualifications. 
Secretary Chandler has never given official 
utterance to his views; but he is understood 
to have said that he did not feel authorized 
to deviate from a precedent which had been 
sanctioned by forty years of usage. Precedent 
is, in one form or another, the basis of the 
principal argument on which the present sys- 
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tem is sustained: we shall therefore inquire 
whether it has any real validity. 

In order that such a supposed precedent 
may afford any sound reason for its continu¬ 
ance, tjie system must have resulted from the 
matured judgment of his predecessors, whose 
acts the new secretarj’ followed. Unless this 
was the case, unless he was doing what they 
would have done under the same circumstances, 
the argument could have had no legitimate 
weight. Now, if one looks more closely at the 
case, he will see that there is a great deal of 
precedent on the other side. With one ex¬ 
ception, not a superintendent hod ever been 
appointed before his time who was not a profes¬ 
sional astronomer, or had not some standing 
in the scientific world. Maury, Gilliss, Davis, 
and RodgerB were all recognized as having, in 
some form, qualifications arising from emi¬ 
nence in science or from a familiarity with 
scientific affairs ; and it was this consideration 
which prompted their selection, and not merely 
the fact that they were naval officers. We 
might therefore claim that Secretary Chandler 
himself had deviated from precedent in ap¬ 
pointing superintendents on the sole ground 
of naval rank. Indeed, we believe that Sec¬ 
retary Chandler was the first who ever gave 
any real hearing to what the astronomers of 
the country had to say on the subject. On all 
previous occasions, vacancies in the super¬ 
intendency had been filled so quickly, that they 
never had had time to give an organized ex¬ 
pression to their views at the critical moment, 
even supposing they had been disposed to find 
fault with the selection, which certainly was 
not always the case. A plaintiff whose suit 
had been postponed from time to time for forty 
years might well feel dissatisfied, if, when 
finally heard, the decision of the judge should 
be, that the defendant had remained so long in 
possession, that he must now keep possession, 
no matter what the merits of the case. It 
should not be forgotten that the theory that the 
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observatory needs nothing but an administra¬ 
tive officer, whose sole duty it shall be to take 
charge of the building and grounds, preserve 
order, and conduct the correspondence, leaving 
the scientific work to the professors and lieu¬ 
tenants, was never heard of, except when no 
other argument was available, and is now not 
likely to be supported even by the line-officers 
themselves. * 

The tersest form in which the case is put 
by these officers is this ; u The system has been 
tried for forty years, and has worked well; let 
us leave well-enough alone.'* But has there 
been any system? Certainly not, unless a 
total absence of S3 r atem can be called a system. 
And in what way has it worked well? This 
depends on the standard by which we measure 
it. We may admit that in the eyes of the con¬ 
servative public every thing which does not 
lead to utter destruction, or against which 
nothing is heard, is looked upon as working 
well. We once heard a popular superintendent 
highly praised, because, having the professors 
completely in his power, he did not embarrass 
them by vexatious interference, but had the 
forbearance to let them go on with their 
work without hindrance. Last spring, when 
the question had given rise to a lively discus¬ 
sion among scientific men generally, one of 
the most eminent foreign astronomers who has 
landed on our shores paid us a visit. He was, 
of course, restrained from any public expres¬ 
sion of opinion on the subject, but could 
respond frankly to all inquiries. When asked 
for his views, he said in substance that individ¬ 
ual astronomers had done important works, 
and made great discoveries at the naval ob¬ 
servatory. But, he added, when we look far¬ 
ther, and inquire what the observatory itself has 
done by organized work, we find a great want. 
There has been no unity, no continuous plan of 
work, and few of the results which might have 
been gained by organized action. Ho might 
have stated the case yet more strongly. The 
published observations of the thirty-five years 
are of every possible character, fVom the refined 
discussions of the accomplished astronomer to 
the vain efforts of the tyro working in the dark, 


and the confased records of careless men who 
did not know what to do, and cared for nothing 
except to draw their pay, — all put in without 
discrimination. The astronomer of the faturc 
who shall try to make use of the results will 
be surprised by the kaleidoscopic character 
of the impression made upon him as he turns 
from volume to volume. Here a new series 
of observations suddenly begins. He will 
follow them through a few months or a few 
years, and find them as suddenly broken 
off, right in the middle, perhaps, and just 
when they might have led to some useful 
result. New systems of observation and new 
methods of calculation will be found coming 
in from time to time without any apparent 
reason. Every effort he may make to discover 
a method in the madness will be vain. To 
find an explanation, he will have to inquire into 
the personnel of the observers. By careful re¬ 
search he will then find, as a curious coinci¬ 
dence, that, when these changes occurred, 
some observer had died or left the observa¬ 
tory, or there had been a change of observers 
at the instruments. And this is the so-called 
‘system,* to the perpetuation of which the 
country is asked to dedicate the new observa¬ 
tory, to be built at a cost of half a million dol¬ 
lars. 

The attitude of the naval officers, under these 
circumstances, is of much interest, because it 
depends very largely on them to determine 
whether this confusion shall continue indefi¬ 
nitely, or whether some permanent plan of 
work shall be adopted. If the indications 
of their views and intentions which have 
reached us since the discussion began are cor¬ 
rectly interpreted, they have resolved on a 
course which cannot but prove equally dis¬ 
astrous to naval and national science. Com 
mon report credits them with a determination 
to ‘ hold the fort * at all hazards, and to vig¬ 
orously contest every effort that may be made 
to place the observatory under scientific con¬ 
trol. There are even indications that the 
dismissal of some or all the civilian astron¬ 
omers is desired, in order that none but naval 
officers may be left to do the work. 
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Such a prospect naturally leads us to con¬ 
sider the relations of the navy to science. 
Scientific organizations have shown on every 
occasion their high appreciation of the efforts 
of naval officers to secure a scientific training 
for themselves, and to advance knowledge by 
their own efforts. Every thing they have dono 
has met with generous recognition from their 
civilian co-laborers, and they are received upon 
terms of perfect equality in every enterprise 
in which they have taken part. There is no 
scientific position which would be denied them 
on the ground that they were naval officers, 
and therefore to be regarded as inferiors. To 
maintain this cordial relationship, nothing 
more is necessary than that the officers should 
admit the equality, and make no claims except 
those which are founded upon merit. When 
they begin to claim precedence and control on 
the ground of naval rank, they assume a posi¬ 
tion in which they will meet with the combined 
opposition of their scientific co-laborers, and 
render all co-operation impossible. 

The application of these considerations to 
the present case is very simple. Naval officers 
will not find, in scientific quarters, the slight¬ 
est opposition to their doing any work at the 
observatory which will either advance science, 
or lead to their own professional improvement. 
It is, indeed, a mooted question, whether the 
work can really be well performed by any but 
a permanent staff of trained assistants, and it 
must be admitted that the observations made 
by naval officers in the early years of the estab¬ 
lishment were not a success. But the officers 
may justly claim that what they did then is 
no test of what they can do now, when a 
better training has been secured, and a scien¬ 
tific spirit has been infhsed into the service. 
There is no such question raised on the scien¬ 
tific side as, Shall you or shall we do the work ? 
Shall you or shall we superintend it? What 
is, then, the ground taken by the general scien¬ 
tific sentiment of the country? Of course, in 
answering a question of this kind, differences 
of individual views will be found, and no an¬ 
swer can be given which all will accept without 
modification* But we are persuaded that there 


will be no difficulty in reaching some conclu¬ 
sions which will correctly represent the aver¬ 
age common sense of the great mass of those 
who are interested in the subject. We state 
them as follows : — 

Give the naval officers every possible chance, 
and let them do every thing which they shall 
prove themselves able to do. Let the super¬ 
intendent be the man, who, in the opinion of 
the astronomers of the country, is best fitted 
for the place, whether naval officer or civilian. 

But let the questions, what shall the ob¬ 
servatory do, how shall it be done, and is 
what is done good, be decided exclusively 
by the highest scientific authority, acting, not 
privately, and upon the motion of the super¬ 
intendent, but officially, with the weight and 
responsibility of legal appointment. Let this 
authority represent, not merely the navy de¬ 
partment or naval science, but the science of 
the whole country, and let the superintendent, 
whoever he may be, be responsible for execut¬ 
ing its decisions. The shape it would natu¬ 
rally take would be that of a board of control, 
composed of the leading astronomers of the 
country. 

We state these points, not as forming a 
definite plan, or even laying a basis for such a 
plan, but only as indicating the spirit in which 
we hold that the case should be considered by 
the two parties. What we ask is as much for 
the intellectual benefit of the navy itself as 
for the good of science, and we earnestly hope 
that naval officers will meet our views in the 
spirit in which they are put forth. 


THE NATIONAL RAILWAY EXPOSI¬ 
TION . 1 ~~X. 

The postal-car shown by the Harrison postal- 
bag rack company of Fond du Lac, Wis., 
appears to be conveniently arranged, and pos¬ 
sesses many ingenious but simple devices for 
facilitating the conveyance and sorting of letters 
and newspapers. The sorting-tables are not 
fixed, but are hinged by means of hooks on 
movable stanchions; and each table, measuring 
about forty-two indies by eighteen inches, can 
be detached and stowed away, so that any num- 

* Concluded from Jio. 20. 
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ber can be utilized, and the remaining spaoe 
left clear. The mail matter can also be sorted 
direct!}* into bags, which are hung open 
mouthed, at their four corners, on cast-iron 
brackets, and these can also be folded out of the 
way when not required. The letter-boxes are 
provided with clips, into which labels can be 
inserted, showing the destination of the letters 
sorted into each particular box. 

The Pullman palace-car company had a very 
large exhibit of sleeping and dining cars, includ¬ 
ing an emigrant sleeping-car, which will *doubt- 
less prove a great luxury to settlers journeying 
to the far west. The berths arc arranged as* in 
an ordinary sleep- 


restore the oar to its normal position: the 
arrangement, therefore, assists the man in 
charge both in dumping, and in restoring the 
car to its running position. The rockers, with 
the central ball and socket and segmental cogs 
or teeth on either side, are shown in our illus¬ 
tration. When the car is to be dumped, the 
side-supports are withdrawn by means of levers 
on the end-platforms, and the car is tipped to 
either side by means of a worm actuated by a 
hand-wheel. As the bottom of the car is solid, 
it can be made stronger than a hopper-bottom 
car, and can be used for freight, which requires 
a flat floor, and cannot be loaded in a hopper- 

bottom car. It is 


ing-car, but consist 
merely of slats of 
ash, the bedding 
and mattress (if 
any) being provid¬ 
ed by the emigrants 
themselves. 

A new stylo of 
sleeping - car, the 
second of its kind 
ever built, was 
shown by the Paige 
sleeping-car com¬ 
pany. The top 
berth does not fold 
up against the roof 
of the car, but is 
a species of rectan¬ 
gular hammock, 
hung at the ends 
from partitions be¬ 
tween the sections. 
These partitions, 
in the day-time, 
are lowered into a 
space between the 



POITALCAB BACKS. 


stated that one man 
can unload forty 
thousand pounds of 
coal, sand, ballast, 
or iron ore, in two 
minutes by means 
of a dump-car, two 
hours being re¬ 
quired to shovel 
out the same load. 

The Suspension 
car-truck manufac¬ 
turing company of 
New York exhib¬ 
ited several trucks 
made on their prin¬ 
ciple, suited for 
freight, passenger, 
and horse cars, and 
showed a model 
truck which trav¬ 
ersed an abnormal¬ 
ly rough piece of 
track with a very 
smooth and easy 
motion. The car 


backs of the seats. 


is connected to the 


The lower berth is not made on the seat, but 
on a similar canvas hammock. 

A screw lever dump-car on Van Wonner’s 
patent is shown by the U. S. car company of 
Boston, Mass. The centre support on the 
trucks is a species of ball-and-socket joint, 


truck by means of links, which swing in a ver¬ 
tical plane parallel with the track, instead of at 
right angles to it, as in the swing-beam truck ; 
while the axle-boxes are oonnected to the 
trucks by means of links, which permit inde¬ 
pendent side-motion to each axle. The nor- 


combined with segments of two-toothed wheels, malposition of all the links is vertical, and 
— one segment being bolted to the top of the they become inclined as the truck enters a 
truck-bolster, and the other to the under side of curve, and therefore tend to restore it to a 


the bottom framing of the car; the effect being, 
that, when the car is tipped, it rolls on the 
trucks, the fblcrum on which it rolls being 
brought directly under the centre of gravity of 
the car and its load, which, of course, shifts 


central position when the truck enters a piece 
of straight track again. 

The principle of the truck is entirely novel, 
and, though really simple, is best understood by 
a few minutes* examination of a model. Two 


as the car is tipped. When the load is dumped, brackets, resembling the letter A reversed, are 
the position of the centre of gravity tends to attached to the under side of the car. At the 
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apex (now the lowest point) of the A are at¬ 
tached vertical links, the other end of which are 
attached to the truck at B* B , in our diagram. 
As the truck 
enters a 
curve, one of 
these links 
becomes in¬ 
clined for¬ 
ward, and the 
other back¬ 
ward. As the 

wheel C 

strikes a- 
gainst the 
outer rail of 
the curve, it 
is thrown to¬ 
wards the in¬ 
side of the 
curve (as¬ 
suming the 
position 
shown l>3 r the 
dotted lines 
in the figure), and the suspension-links force 
that side of the truck forward, while the wheel 
D comes backwards ; and therefore the action 
of the links tends to make the axles radiate to 
the curve. No centre-pin is used ; and there¬ 
fore, when a car is heavily bumped in switch¬ 
ing, it merely swings backward on the links 
until they become sufficiently inclined to drag 
the truck after the car. It should be noted 
that the pin E , which connects the links to the 
truck, is a loose fit in the links, and 
therefore allows of the necessary radial 
motion. The top ends of the links, 
being attached to the truck, are always 
approximately a fixed distance above the 
rails; and therefore, when they are in¬ 
clined, the car itself is lifted, and the 
weight of the car, hence, tends cou¬ 


nt right angles to the axis of the car, so that 
it runs steadily on a straight line. The truck 
appears to be very highly thought of by the mas¬ 
ter car-build¬ 
ers, whose 
con von lion 
was held in 
Chicago dur* 
ing the expo¬ 
sition ; and it 
is possible 
that it may 
come into ex¬ 
tended use, 
the experi¬ 
ence of the 
Boston and 
Albany, Con¬ 
necticut Riv¬ 
er, and other 
roads which 
have used it, 
being strong¬ 
ly in its fa¬ 
vor. 

The Cliff and Righter company of Oswego, 
N.Y., exhibited a car-spring which gives an 
equal amount of elasticity, with a less amount 
of metal than the ordinary elliptic spring. 
Each half-spring consists of a solid steel bar 
of oval section, properly tapered towards the 
ends. Springs as usually made, of four, five, 
or more platos, resemble a set of somewhat 
elastic girders, the depth of each of which is 
the thickness of the plate; and the strength 






SUSPENSION OAKTH0CH. 


DMCttUX SHOWINO ACTION OF SUSPENSION CAR-TRUCK, 


stantly to keep the links vertical, and maintain of a spiring is the sum of the strength of eaoh 
the truck in its noimal position, with the axles individual plate or girder, modified by the fVio- 
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tion between the plates. It is obvious, that, 
were the plates to firmly adhere together, the 
strength of the spring would either be very 
largely increased, or the same strength might 
be attained by 
the use of a 
less number of 
plates ; and the 
latter course 
has been car¬ 
ried to its limit 
by the patentee 
of the Cliff 
spring. A 
spring made of 
one plate must be of good steel, as, when 
loaded, the difference in the alteration of the 
lengths of its upper and lower surfaces is 
considerable, demanding a highly elastic steel. 
In the spring we illustrate, four springs are 
arranged side by side, — a plan which unites 
the advantages of a plate spring and a solid 
spring. Should one spring break, the other 
three will probably carry the load, while four 
springs side by side weigh no more than a 
Bp ring of the same total strength, composed 
of a single bar of the same thickness, but of 
four times the width. A set of these springs 
for a passenger-car weighs nine hundred arid 
tweuty-eight pounds, while a set of the Penn¬ 
sylvania railroad standard springs for the same 
purpose weighs sixteen hundred and thirty- 
two pounds, a difference of seven hundred 
and four pounds in favor of the solid spring. 
These springs have been lately introduced, 
and are being tried on the Boston and Albany 
and other railways. The difficulties of tem¬ 
pering and making a spring of one solid bar 
are considerable; but it is to be hoped they 
may be surmounted, as the weight of cars is a 
serious evil, u which has increased, is increas¬ 
ing, and ought to be diminished.'* 

Mr. S. P. Tallin an of New York exhibits a 
safety-drawbar for cars. Two pieces of timber 
are bolted between the middle sills of a car, 
and others are bolted to the under side of these 
timbers and the middle sills, forming a solid 
mass of timber, which 
receives both the buff¬ 
ing and drawing strains, 
the drawbar running 
through the timber, and 
being provided with 
springs at both ends. 

The spring nearest the draw-head takes the 
buffing-strain, and the spring at.the end of 
the drawbar serves as a draw-spring.The 
disposition of the timbers enables them to be 


secured by more than the usual number of 
bolts, and the arrangement appears to be 
strong and simple, and not so liable to fail¬ 
ure as the ordinary draught timber. 

Numerou s 
refrigerator- 
cars were ex¬ 
hibited; and 
doubtless ini- 
provem ents 
will be much 
facilitated b y 
the opportuni¬ 
ties thus given 
to secure infor¬ 
mation, though it is to be regretted that the 
management of the exposition did not take 
steps to secure an efficient competitive trial 
of the cars under practical conditions. Beer, 
fruit, vegetables, etc., might have been placed 
in the cars, and- locked up for a few days, 
when a careful examination of the contents 
would have given some indication of the rela¬ 
tive merits of the cars. 

The use of continuous brakes on passenger- 
trains 1ms been found to be so advantageous, 
that their adoption on freight-trains is merely 
a question of time. Several forms of continu¬ 
ous brakes, applicable to freight-trains, were 
exhibited; the Weslinghouse brake company 
showing a cheaper form of their well-known 
automatic brake, the reservoir being made of 
cast iron, and bolted to the cylinder. The triple 
valve, however, and other parts, differ little, ex¬ 
cept in size, from the brake used on passenger 
equipment. A cheaper form of brake, which 
requires no special pump or other fittings on 
the engine, or even a continuous brake con¬ 
nection through the train, is operated by the 
action of the ordinary hand-brake on the ten¬ 
der. The consequent compression of the draw- 
heads iii the train is made by the peculiar 
mechanism of this brake-gear to apply the 
brake-shoes to the wheels of the cars. 

This form of brake is jieculiarly applicable 
to freight-service, as it allows of cars not fitted 
with the brake being run in the train without 
interfering with the use 
of the brake on the cars 
equipped. This class 
of brake can hardly be 
termed 1 automatic * in 
the fullest sense of the 
term, insomuch as it 
does not work, should the train part in two. 
On the other band, failure on any one oar 
cannot impair the efficiency of the brake on 
the rest of the train. 
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The American brake compan} r of St. Louis, 
Mo., exhibited Ml-slzed working-models of a 
brake of this class. 

Between the floor-sills, and at the inner end 
-of the drawbar, is hung a bell-crank lever, J5, 
which carries in one of its jawed ends the push- 
bar A, and, in the other, double-pull rods curry¬ 
ing a spiral spring transmitting the strain to 
Bell-crank levers, I),D, suspended from the sills 
by hangers, (7,6\ The bell-cranks />,/>, are 
connected to the brake-beams; and conse¬ 
quently compression on the draw-head acting 
on the lever A causes the brake-shoes to be 
pressed on the wheels, the amount of pressure 
being regulated by its transmission through the 
spiral spring. But, since a brake simply made 
as above described would not admit of a train 
being backed, a device is attached which re¬ 
moves the objection, and, fur¬ 
ther, onty allows the brake to 
be applied when the car is 
moving at a speed above six 
miles per hour. 

The push-bar A can only 
come in possible contact with 
the draw-head by the centrifu¬ 
gal force of governor-balls at¬ 
tached to the axle. These 
balls, A\JE\ are attached by 
means of links to a movable 
disk, F , encircling the axle. 

One end of a lever, bears 
against the disk, and the other 
end is connected by means of 
rods, etc.; to the push-piece A . 

When the car is running at 
speed, the governor-balls draw 
the disk towards them, leaving 
the lever O free to follow it, 
and permitting the push-bar A to drop behind 
the draw-bar, when the brake is read} for ac¬ 
tion, going on directly the draw-gear is put in 
compression. When the speed falls below six 
miles an hour, the centrifugal force of the 
governor-weights becomes so feeble, that a 
spring (not shown in the illustration) restores 
the disk to its former position, lifting the push- 
piece A clear of the draw-head. 

The brakes can be released at any time by 
the engineer putting on steam, aud giving a 
pull to his. train; aud the train can be backed 
from a state of rest without the brakes going 
on, the push-piece A lyiug on the draw-head, 
but being unable to fall behind it. 

The engineer can apply the brake, wheu 
pushing the train, by momentarily applying 
the brake on the engine or tender, thereby 
putting the draw-gear in tension, and letting 


the lever A fall behind the draw-head. When 
steam is again put on, the consequent com¬ 
pression applies the brake. 

This brake has been in use for some time on 
the St. Louis and San Francisco and many 
other railroads, and appears to give veiy satis¬ 
factory results; the wear being very small, 
while the flrst cost is low enough to allow of 
its extensive application to freight-cars. 

The brake exhibited by the Tallmau auto¬ 
matic* car-brake company of New York also 
acts by the compression of the draw-heads, 
which force together two friction-wheels, one 
of which is keyed on the axle, and the other is 
geared to a drum winding up the brake-chain. 
A ratchet-wheel, which can be shifted by hand, 
prevents the brake from acting when the train 
is backed. 


The Wald inner electric brake company of 
Chicago exhibited a working-model of a very 
promising form of continuous brake, which is 
just emerging from the experimental stage. 
The weak point of all continuous brakes has 
been the conveyance of the operating force 
— compressed air, vacuum, hydraulic power, 
etc.—along the length of a train, the pipes 
and couplings being generally expensive, and 
formed partly of perishable substances, while 
chains are unsatisfactory from every point 
of view\ Many brakes that work well and 
promptly on a short train become slow and 
irregular in their action, when applied to a 
train of thirty or more vehicles. The instan¬ 
taneous action of electricity, and the simplicity 
of the means used for its transmission, make 
it probable that an electric brake would be 
especially suited for long freight-trains. The 
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brake is automatic, the fracture of wire or 
draw-gear ringing bells on engine and caboose, 
and warning both engineer and conductor that 
the train has parted, each being then at liberty 
to apply the brake or not, on his portion of the 
train, as he may deem best. Owing to the 
system of circuiting, the brake may be out of 
order on one car without affecting the rest of 
the train. 

The street-car starter and brake exhibited 
by Charles T. Brown <fc Co., Chicago* is an 
ingenious device for storing the momentum 
which is destroyed by the usual form of brake, 
and utilizing it for restarting the car. The 
motion is not checked by friction, but by the 
axle, which, through suitable gearing, winds 
up a spiral spring, the power of which is avail¬ 
able to again put the car in motion. The 
mechanical details appear well worked out, and 
the car can be run in either direction, and 
stopped or started on either up or down grades. 
The heavy pull necessary to start a car is 
very severe on horses, and this invention 
would appear to be useful in saving much 
wear and tear of horse-flesh. 

D. II. O’NjfiAt.fi Nkai.e. 


A HEARING OF BIRDS * EARS.'—I. 

Tjeir ‘ musical class * of vertebrates enjoy the 
sense of audition to a high degree. Otherwise 
birds would cease to sing. They are the only 
animals besides man whose emotions are habit¬ 
ually aroused, stimulated, and to some extent 
controlled, by the appreciation of harmonic 
vibrations of the atmosphere. Most birds ex¬ 
press their sexual passions in song, sometimes 
of the most ravishing quality to human ears, as 
that of the nightingale, skylark, or blue-bird ; 
and it cannot be supposed that they do not 
themselves experience the effect of music in an 
eminent degree of pleasurable mental perturba¬ 
tions. The capability of musical expression 
resides chiefly in the male sex; the receptive 
capacity of musical affections appears to be 
better developed in the female. There is, how¬ 
ever, no anatomical difference in their ears. 
Quickness of ear is extraordinary in some birds, 
as those of the genus Mimus (mocking-birds), 
which correctly render any notes they may 
chance to hear, with greater readiness and ac¬ 
curacy than is usually within human compass ; 

1 Complementary to tho article entitled * The nature of the 
human temporal bone/ Journal of otology. January 1 1882. Some 
portions of that article may perhaps be made clearer by the pres¬ 
ent one, especially those relating to the part* of a temporal none 
a* element* of mandibular and hyoidean arches. Figs. 1-4 are 
borrowed from l*rof. W. K, Parker's admirable essay on the de. 
velnpment of the fowl’* skull, in Knoyol. Brit., IHh ed.fWrt. Bird*; 
fig*. 64> are from Prof. 1. Ibsen's beautiful memoir, as cited In 
the text. 


and it may be reasonably doubted whether any 
other animals than some of the world’s greatest 
musical composers have a higher experience of 
acoustic possibilities than many birds possess. 

Birds’ ears have nevertheless a simple ana¬ 
tomical construction, in comparison with those 
of mammals. The auditory organ is decidedly 
of the reptilian type; and the arrangement of 
the parts is, on the whole, quite like that of 
reptiles. Thus, the cochlea, which in mam¬ 
mals makes from one and a half to five whorls 
(two and a half in man), is simply a strap-like 
prolongation from the vestibule, lacking modio¬ 
lus, lamina spiralis, etc. ; the stapes is the 
only perfected ossiculum auditus; the incus is 
scarcely recognizable as such, and inseparable 
from the stapes ; the malleus is immense, but 
outside the ear, furnishing the articulation of 
the lower jaw, of the zygomatic arch, and of the 
pterygo-palatal bar ; the tympanic bone is rep¬ 
resented at most by a lew specks of ossifica¬ 
tion. There is ordinarily no external ear ; the 
whole tympanic cavity is exposed on removal 
of the membrane, which lies very superficial; 
the eustachian tubes unite before opening into* 
the pharynx ; the periotic bone, constituting the 
otoevane or skull of the ear, is less compact 
and precise than the ‘ petrous portion ’ of the 
mammalian temporal bone, its three bony ele¬ 
ments being more distinct; no mastoid por¬ 
tion is recognizable as such, but pneumatic 
cells of diploe are numberless, and there is 
direct passage of air from the ear into the hol¬ 
low of the lower jaw ; one of the semicircular 
canals invades the occipital bone. * Other pe¬ 
culiarities will appear as we proceed with our 
description, in which comparisons will be chiefly 
made with the human ear. 

Most birds have no external ear, in the 
sense of a fleshy conch or auricle. In bald- 
headed birds, the meatus externus appears as 
a rouiidish orifice at the lower back corner of 
the head, just above and behind the articulation 
of the lower jaw. In nearly all birds, the 
opening is hidden by an overlying packet of 
feathers, collectively termed the auriculars or 
ear-coverts, on simpty raising and reflecting 
which the meatus is exposed. The auriculara 
arc peculiarly modified feathers, having loos¬ 
ened barbs, doubtless to lessen interference 
with the passage of sound* In a few birds the 
border of tho meatus develops a slight tegu¬ 
mentary fold, partially occluding tho orifice* 
I 11 various owls, as of the genera Strix, Aluco, 
Asio, Nyctala, but not even throughout this 
group of birds, an immense tegumentary oper¬ 
culum, or ear-cover, is developed, which flap 
shuts down upon the ear-opening like the lid 
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of a box. It hinges upon the anterior border 
of the meatus, and shuts backward. In some 
oases the operculum is about as long as the 
whole skull is deep, and half as wide as long 
— say, two inches long by an inch wide. On 
raising such an ear-flap and turning it forward, 
enormous external bony ear-parts, covered with 
integument, are displayed. Such expanse of 
the outer ear results 
from extension of oe- 
oipital and squamosal 
bones into a thin shell 
bounding the meatus 
extern us above, be¬ 
hind, and below. In 
the best-marked cases 
of the kind, especially 
in Nyctala, the parts 
are exaggerated un- 
syimnetrically on right 
and left sides, and the 
whole cranium is dis¬ 
torted, This inflation 
of the cranium does 
not affect the inner 
ear-parts, or the es¬ 
sential organ of hear¬ 
ing. It should be add¬ 
ed, in passing, that 
the so-called 4 ears * 
of various owls, as 
the 4 long-eared * owl, 

Asio otus, and 4 short- 
eared’ owl, Asio ae- 
eipitrinus, are simply 
tufts of feathers on top 
of the head, over the 
eyes; these topknots 
having nothing what¬ 
ever to do with the 
ears. Their proper 
name is plumicorns. 

Aside from any 
such irregularities, the 
outer ear, or meatus 
auditorius externus, is 
a considerable, shal¬ 
low, roundish depres¬ 
sion, iu the situation shown in fig. 1, where the 
reference line 5 crosses it, and where the cross¬ 
like object (stapes) marked $t is seen lying in it. 
Its ordinary boundaries are, the enormous mal¬ 
leus or quadrate bone, q, in front; the ex¬ 
panded rim of the squamosa/, sq y above; the 
tympanic wing of the exoccipital (a produc¬ 
tion of the lateral condylar plate of the occipi¬ 
tal, teo in flg, 2), behind and below. A bone 
unknown in human anatomy, the basi-temporal , 


which floors the skull from ear to ear, un¬ 
derlying the basi-occipital and basi-sphenoid, 
also usually contributes to the inferior boundary 
of the meatus. On removing the quadrate 
(malleus), the general tympanic depression is 
seen to be more or less directly continuous with 
the alisphenoid, and so to conduct into the 
orbital cavity; the boundary of the meatus 
being best marked be¬ 
hind and below by the 
expansive thin-edged 
shell of the tympanic 
wing of the exoeeipi- 
tnl. To the brim in¬ 
dicated is attached the 
membrana tympani; 
the ear-drum being 
thus from the configu¬ 
ration of the parts 
quite superficial, in¬ 
stead of being at the 
bottom of a long cylin¬ 
drical tube, as in man. 
There is, in fact, in 
birds, no 4 meatus au¬ 
ditorius externus,' in 
the sense of a special 
bony tube; some slight 
specks of ossilication, 
when any, about the 
tympanic membrane 
itself, being all there 
is of a tympanic bone 
( 4 external auditory 
process ’ of human 
anatomy). 

Such shallowness, 
openness, and super¬ 
ficiality of the parts, 
brings the cavity of 
the tympanum or mid¬ 
dle ear into full view 
on removal of the tym¬ 
panic membrane. On 
looking into this cavi¬ 
ty, as may readily be 
done in clean, dry 
skulls of any size, 
many objects of interest rimy be studied without 
further dissection. We observe in the first place 
a large (inconstant) number of pneumatic fo¬ 
ramina leading in various directions, conveying 
air from the middle ear-passage into the air-cells 
of bones of the skull, including the lower jaw. 
The most special of these is a neatgristlj* or bony 
air-tube into the lower mandible. The mouth 
of the eustachian tube is a large orifice at the 
lower anterior part of the cavity. This tube, 





Fio. 1. — Ripe chick’s skull In profile, x Hdlameter*. (After Par¬ 
ker.) pz, premaxillary; uln t ali naial curtilage; m, septo- 
naaal; n, nasal bone; l, lachrymal; pc, perpendicular plato of 
ethmoid; p^t, preaphunoida! region; as,nlUphcnold;/, frontal; 
p, parietal; squamosal; mo, » u pc rood pita!; eo , exoccipital; 

or, occipital condyle; Hi, the cross-Uke object, the stapes, 
whose loot fttefeneatra ova Hu ; q, quadrate; pg x Pterygoid; qj, 
quadrate-jugal; j, jugal; pu , nmatim?: m/, maxillary; ii t optlr 
foramen; foramen oval*, for Inferior divisions of the fifth 
nerve, Iu the mandible : — d, dentrtry; nu t aurangular; a, angu¬ 
lar; ar, articular; lap, Internal angular prooesa; pap, posterior 
angular process. 
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as usual, continues an air-passage to the phar¬ 
ynx, opening at the back of the hard palate by 
a median orifice in common with its fellow. In 
suable skulls, as of a raven, hawk, or eagle, a 
bristle or even a wooden toothpick readily trav¬ 
erses the conduit which runs between the basi- 
Bphenoid and the underlying basi-temporal. 
This whole passageway, from outer ear to 
tympanic cavity, and thence through eustachian 
tube to pharynx, represents the persistently 
patulous part of the first post-oral visceral 
cleft of the embryo, only occluded by the* mem- 
brana tympani. Near the eustachian orifice 
are observed two definite openings. The 
anterior and superior of these is the fenestra 
ovalis, fitted, as usual, with the foot of the 
stapes, as seen in fig. 1, closed by membrane, 
which further occludes this opening into the 
vestibular cavity. The other is the fenestra 
rotunda, similarly leading into the cochlear 
cavity. The two are generally close together, 
separated merely by a bony bridge or bar. 
The former lies always in the obliterated 
suture between the prodtic and opisthotic ele¬ 
ments of the petrosal bone, the latter wholly 
in the opisthotic; both are thus as in man. 
Close examination at a point somewhere about 
the fenestra ovalis will discover a minute fora¬ 
men, corresponding to the human 1 stylo-mas¬ 
toid foramen ’ inasmuch as it represents the 
orifice of exit of the seventh cranial nerve 
(‘ portio dura’) from the petrosal bone, here 
in the cavity of the middle ear, there being 
none such upon the outside of the skull. Thus, 
in the dry skull of a bird, the hard parts of the 
tympanic cavity, including the eustachian tube, 
can readily be inspected from the outside ; even 
the limits of the prodtic and opisthotic bones 
can be determined by the site of the fenestra 
ovalis, and the ossicula auditus be seen in situ. 
To see these things in the human or any ordi¬ 
nary mammalian ear, requires special prepara¬ 
tions, ,as they lie in a tympanum which is itself 
at the bottom of a contracted tube. Details of 
mere size and shape aside, the above general de¬ 
scription of the passageways will apply pretty 
well to any bird, and should suffice for recogni¬ 
tion of the parts; though the number and 
variety of the irregular pneumatic openings 
(comparable to those of the human mastoid 
cells) may be puzzling at first sight. 

(To be continued.) 


ON THE KINETIC THEORY OF THE SPE¬ 
CIFIC HEAT OF SOLIDS. 

Ik a paper entitled * Kinetic considerations 
as to the nature of the atomic motions which 


probably originate radiations,’ 1 the writer baa 
given reasons in support of the hypothesis that 
different chemical atoms are all composed of 
the same kind of ultimate atoms, which are in 
every respect equal and similar. Reasons were 
also given, tending to show that the vibrations 
of these ultimate atoms originate luminiferous 
and thermal radiations. And further, suppos¬ 
ing radiations to originate in the vibrations of 
equal and similar ultimate atoms which are set. 
in vibration by the collision of moving mole¬ 
cules, an attempt was made to prove that two 
unlike masses of gas which are in thermal 
equilibrium by radiation will also be so when 
mixed; i.e.,when the equilibrium depends up¬ 
on the collisions of the molecules rather than 
upon radiation. 

The object of the present paper is to consider 
the probable physical state of solid bodies, es¬ 
pecially as to the amount of energy distributed 
among the different degrees of freedom possi¬ 
ble in such bodies, and to show that the same 
hypothesis of equal ultimate atoms would cause 
solids which are in thermal equilibrium by ra¬ 
diation to be also in thermal equilibrium when 
brought into contact, i.e., when the equilibrium 
depends upon the collisions of the molecules. 

Let us notice, in the first place, what is ap¬ 
parently the mechanical significance of Dulong 
and Petit’s law, which may be stated thus: 
the amount of heat which must be imparted 
to a chemical atom of a simple solid body to 
increase its temperature one degree is approxi¬ 
mately the same for all the elements. Neu¬ 
mann has further shown, that, for compound 
solids, those of similar chemical composition 
require approximately the same amount of 
heat per chemical atom, but the amount is less 
than for simple solids. There are, however* 
a very few unexplained exceptions to these 
laws, which are due possibly to uncertainty as 
to atomic weights. 

The mechanical explanation of theso experi¬ 
mental laws seems to be contained in the 
statement, that, in simple solids, cohesion and 
chemism are one and indistinguishable; or, to 
express it otherwise, we may say that the mole¬ 
cules of simple solids are monatomic, the cohe¬ 
sion being, of course, much greater in some 
solids than in others. 

That this is a correct conception of the rela¬ 
tions of the atoms of a simple solid, is made 
probable by various facts, among which this- 
maybe mentioned, — mercury and cadmium* 
which are known to be monatomic as gases, as 
solids fhlfil Dulong and Petit’s law, and are 
therefore in the same physico-chemical state 

1 ftcTENCK, It. 7fl. 
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as other simple solids. Another fact is that 
already mentioned, viz., the specific heat of 
compound solids per atom is less than that 
of simple solids ; and to this it may be added, 
that the specific heat of simple solids is less 
when the volume is made smaller by hammer¬ 
ing, compression, or cooling, which facts will 
be considered more at length later. 

It is shown in the kinetic theory of gases, 
that, when molecules of unlike gases are mixed, 
the mean progressive energy of each molecule 
is the same, whatever its weight. 

Now, when a gas is in contact with a solid, 
will the collisions of the gaseous molecules 
with those of the solid cause the latter to have 
the same mean progressive energy of vibration 
as those of the gas ? That will depend largely 
upon the duration of the collision. If the time 
occupied by a collision is so brief that only a 
small portion of a vibration of the solid mole¬ 
cule is described during the collision, then the 
laws of impulsive forces may be applied, ac¬ 
cording to which the effect of the finite forces 
acting during the interval may be neglected. 

In case the collision is brief, the distribution 
of the mean kinetic energy between the mole¬ 
cules of the gas and solid will be very nearly 
the same as between different gases, and the 
mean kinetic energy of a simple solid mole¬ 
cule will differ little from that of a gas at the 
same temperature. 

In cases, however, in which the modulus of 
elasticity of the solids considered is so great as 
to make the period of vibration of the mole¬ 
cules also brief, their mean kinetic energy 
would be materially smaller than in the previous 
case ; and, if a solid could be found whose mole¬ 
cules were immovably fixed, no vibratory energy 
whatever could be imparted to its molecules. 

Now, Dulong and Petit's law seems to show 
that all simple solids, even those having the 
highest modulus of elasticity, have an elas¬ 
ticity so small, compared with that brought 
into action between molecules at the instant of 
free collision, that the distribution of kinetic 
energy is approximately the same as if the 
body were gaseous and monatomio. But since 
the laws of perfect elasticity require that the 
mean potential energy shall be equal to the 
kinetic, it follows that the specific heat of a 
simple solid should be approximately twice 
that of a monatomic gas at the same tempera¬ 
ture and of the same atomic weight. 

The actual specific heats of mercury and 
cadmium gas would be of great interest in this 
connection, were they known, even though they 
could only be determined at temperatures far 
removed from those of their solids. 


The foregoing statement has been based 
upon the assumption that any degree of free¬ 
dom which suffers partial constraint, as do the 
degrees of freedom of translation of a gaseous 
molecule when it becomes solid, will have for 
that reason less kinetic energy imparted to it 
during molecular collision. This subject has 
been treated somewhat at length in previous 
papers upon the kinetic theory ; but in this 
connection it may be useful to make a quota¬ 
tion from Thomson and Tait: If a set of 
mat<!rial points are struck independently by 
impulses, each given in amount, more kinetic 
energy is generated if the points are perfectly 
free to move, eacli independently of all the 
others, than if they arc connected in any 
way.” 1 

This mechanical theorem not only has spe¬ 
cial application to the partial constraints intro¬ 
duced into the freedom of motion of molecules 
when they change fVom a gaseous to a solid 
state, but it applies, also, to the additional con¬ 
straints introduced into the degrees of freedom 
of solid atoms when those atoms become more 
closely bound together by ehemism into groups, 
i.e., into molecules. Evidently, the bonds of 
union between the atoms of a compound solid 
molecule are such that these degrees of free¬ 
dom are considerably more constrained than 
those which unite the atoms of different mole¬ 
cules ; so that, in compound solids, the forces 
of cohesion and ehemism arc different, and 
quite distinguishable the one from the other. 

Now, what, according to the mechanical theo¬ 
rem above quoted, is the effect of introducing 
the additional constraints required in order to 
group a simple solid, or mixture of simple sol¬ 
ids, into molecules, and thus make it a com¬ 
pound solid ? The effect will be to diminish 
the mean kinetic energy of the system as de¬ 
rived from the impacts of the molecules of any 
gas surrounding it. This is, in fact, what 
occurs, as appears from the experimental truth 
previously mentioned, — that the specific heat 
.per atom of compound solids is less than that 
for simple solids. How much the specific heat 
per atom is diminished should depend upon 
the intensity of the chemical attraction, which 
certainly must be much greater than the cohe¬ 
sion between atoms of simple solids, to cause 
such marked deviations of specific heat per 
atom as compound solids exhibit. This result, 
when combined with that arrived at in connec¬ 
tion with the discussion of Berthelot's law, in 
my paper upon ‘ An extension of the theorem 
of the vinal,* etc., to the effect that the heat 
evolved in chemical decomposition is greater 

i yatpMl.,*rutn. 
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tie greater the attractive force, enables us to 
enunciate the following law, the truth of which 
I am at present unable to verify for want of 
sufficient experimental data: those solids, 
other things being equal, which evolve the 
greater amounts of heat of chemical decompo¬ 
sition in changing from simple mixtures to 
compound solids, arc those which have less 
specific heat per atom. The phrase, * other 
things being equal,' in the above statement, 
refers to the fact that similar compounds which 
are chemically similar aro in strictness Com¬ 
parable. Many other circumstances, more¬ 
over, besides want of chemical similarity, may, 
in special eases, mask the experimental results ; 
yet the truth of the law should be clearly recog¬ 
nizable in any general comparison of specific 
heats with the heat of formation of compound 
solids. 

Similar principles evidently apply to the 
eases in which simple solids are permanently 
decreased in volume by hammering or com¬ 
pression ; for then greater cohesive forces are 
brought into action, and the specific heat is 
diminished. It remains to be shown, in con¬ 
clusion, that thermal equilibrium, which has 
been established by collisions of gaseous and 
solid molecules, will continue to exist when its 
continuance depends upon radiations between 
equal and similar ultimate atoms which are 
set iu vibration by molecular collisions ; or, to 
state it differently, it remains to be shown that 
the ultimate atoms of a gas and a solid iu 
contact, each have the same mean vibratory 
energy with respect to each of their degrees 
of freedom with respect to each other. This 
appears to be a direct consequence of the laws 
of constrained motion which have been consid¬ 
ered in this and previous papers. It is only 
necessary that the impacts of a pair of solid 
molecules with each other should be such as 
to mutually impart and receive the same mean 
amounts of energy as would those of a gas¬ 
eous and a solid molecule at the same tempera¬ 
ture, to cause it to be a matter of indifference 
whether a given solid molecule is struck by 
another solid molecule or by a gaseous mole¬ 
cule ; and, when so struck, each ultimate atom 
will receive its proper proportion of energy, 
whether it form part of a solid or of a gaseous 
molecule. 

It is my intention to return to this subject 
hereafter, and to treat the vibrations of ulti¬ 
mate atoms more at length, in the hope of 
being able to show, more precisely than has 
been done so far, how the characteristic differ¬ 
ences in the spectra of solids and gases arise. 

II. T. Eddy, Ph.li. 


CUM A TE IN THE CURE OF CONSUMP. 

TION . —L 

The prevalence of phthisis pulmonalis is 
such a well-attested fact, that to adduce statis¬ 
tics to prove it would seem to be labor thrown 
away. Since the eradication of small-pox in 
consequence of the introduction of vaccination, 
phthisis heads the list as the prime cause of 
the large mortality. The insurance companies 
recognize the fact, and the statistics of the 
New-York mutual life-insurance company show, 
that between the ages of twenty and thirty 
years the mortality from phthisis is thirty- 
three per cent of the whole mortality. The 
IJ. S. census for 1870 shows that in the state 
of Maine the mortality from consumption was 
fifty per cent for the same ages. 

Equally well known is the belief in climate 
as a cure for the disease. There aro certain 
well-recognized climatic conditions known to 
be favorable to the prophylaxis and cure of the 
disease. This knowledge is largely empirical, 
based upon trial and observation ; but there is, 
underlying it, a substratum of conviction, that 
is justified, on the one hand, by careful clinical 
observations, and, on the other, by facts ascer¬ 
tained by carefully conducted experiments. 

The writer proposes, in the thoughts to be 
presented, to make these various elements his 
tests in searching out a desirable climate in 
the United States for the cure of phthisis. He 
offers, as his data for forming an opinion, 
carefully compiled tables, furnished by the Sig¬ 
nal-service bureau, U.S.A.; and he wishes to 
emphasize the fact, at the outset of his re¬ 
marks, that a climate maj' become desirable 
quite as much by comparison as on account of 
its intrinsic properties ; that even though it may 
not possess in itself all desirable qualities, yet it 
may contain so many as to be, by comparison 
with others, the climate par excellence. With 
this thought in view, the writer has prepared ta¬ 
bles embracing all the chief resorts in this coun¬ 
try for phthisical invalids, — tables embracing 
a range of the whole country, from Jacksonville 
to St. Paul, and from Boston to Los Angeles, 

He has given the data for Augusta, Ga., as the 
beet substitute for Aiken, S.C., at which place 
there is no signal-station ; and in doing so he 
thinks that he is presenting data which will fairly 
represent the climatic conditions of Aiken. 

He wishes to gratefully acknowledge his in¬ 
debtedness to the chief signal-officer, U.S.A., 
to the observer at each of the stations in¬ 
cluded in the tables, and especially to Sergeant 
F. M. Neal of the Denver station, for their 
kindness in furnishing him with the data from 
which the tables are compiled. 
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TABLE 1. 


Station. 

*THe figure* giving the ©leva, 
lion represent the height of 
the barometer above *e*. 
level. 

X. 

II. 

I1L 

IV, 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

Hfovatlon, 

Mean 10 yr». 

Barometer. 

Mean 4 yrs. 

Relative 

humidity, 

Mean 4 yrs. 
Absolute 
humidity. 

Mean 10 yre. 

Precipitation. 

Mean 10 yr*. 

Temperature. 

Mean 6 yre. 
Prevailing 
wind. 

Augusta* 0a. . 



183 

30.140 

09.2 

4.66 

48.98 

64\2 

N.K, 

•Jacksonville, Fla. . 



43 

30.030 

69.0 

6 88 

65,94 

69*. 2 

N.K. 

Boston, Mas*. . 



142 

29.840 

08.5 

2.66 

49.47 

4 8", 5 

W. 

Newport, tt.I. 



34 

29.060 

74.3 

3.07 

60.20 

W.3 

S.W. 

Jfl'ew York, K.Y. . 


. 

104 

20.867 

70.2 

8.02 

42.70 

. 

61°.3 

N.W. 

Philadelphia, Penn. 



52 

30.084 

08.8 

3.17 

41.89 

53*.2 

S.W. 

‘Chicago, 111. . 



601 

29.317 

69.2 

2.77 

36.47 

40 4 \3 

S.W. 

Ht. Paul, Minn. 



811 

29.133 

67.3 

2.33 

29.59 

43*. 0 

S.E. 

lJcnver* Ool, . 



6,294 

24.778 

45.8 

1.81 

14.77 

49*. 1 

s. 

Santa P6, N, Mex. . 



7,040 

! 23.263 

41.4 

1.61 

14.17 

48*. 5 

K. 

•Salt Lake, Utah 



4,348 

25.644 

40.3 

1.70 

17.62 

51*. 8 

N.W. 

Los Angelo*, Cal. • 



350 

20.647 

06.8 

3.77 

18.97 

50", 8 

W. 


Elevation. 

The effect of a rise in elevation is to dimin¬ 
ish the atmospheric pressure. The method of 
measuring this effect is by means of the mer- 
•curial barometer. Disregarding the variations 
attributable to changes in temperature, humid¬ 
ity, and latitude, it can be broadly stated that 
the barometer will fall one inch for a rise of 
#57 feet above sea-level, two inches for a rise 
•of 1,743 feet, three inches for a rise of 2,661 
feet, etc.; or, for the purposes of a rough cal¬ 
culation, it may be said that the barometric de¬ 
pression is one inch for every thousand feet of 
elevation. This depression would indicate a 
■diminution in atmospheric pressure of one- 
sixth in weight for an elevation of 5,000 ffeet; 
■or, to state this fact in another way, the atmos¬ 
pheric pressure at sea-level being 15 lbs. to 
the square inch, at 5,000 feet it would be one- 
sixth less, or 1lbs. To illustrate; if the 
pressure on the entire surface of the body of 
a man of middle sixe be 35,560 lbs. at sea- 
level, at 5,000 feet it would be 29,635 lbs., a 
■diminution of nearly three tons. 

The question for us to consider is, what 
effect this diminution of pressure has upon the 
vital functions with reference to the cure of 
phthisis. 

1* Effect on circulation .—The heart is a 
muscular organ, habituated to expend a certain 
amount of force, which may be roughly esti¬ 
mated as 75,000 kilogrammetres, or 542,475 
foot-pounds, per diem. To accomplish this 


work at sea-level, the heart makes 72 beats a 
minute, or 103,680 beats a day. Allowing, 
now, an increase of two beats a minute for 
every thousand feet of elevation, at 5,000 feet 
there will be an increase of 10 heats a minute, 
or 14,400 beats a day, — an increase in work 
equal to about 74.744 foot-pounds in a day. 

This in itself would prove that such an ele¬ 
vation is to be avoided in those cases where an 
enfeebled heart is struggling to overcome the 
disadvantages produced by organic lesions. 

What effect docs this increase of heart-work 
have upon the circulation ? The rapidity of cir¬ 
culation is influenced by the force and rapidity 
of the heart's beat, and by the diminution of 
the peripheral resistance. At an elevation 
of 5,000 feet, each of these causes would be 
at work. To just what extent they work, 
in producing given results, it is impossible 
to say; but, allowing that the peripheral re¬ 
sistance and the force of the heart's beats 
remain the same at 5,000 feet as at sea-level, 
an increase in frequency of ten beats per 
minute would indicate, that, on account of this 
one factor, the blood would make 29,622 ad¬ 
ditional circulations through the system per 
diem . What effect would this have upon the 
disease in question? 

It is a frequent remark that both waste and 
repair are more rapid at high altitudes than 
at se^-level. Experience amongst physicians 
shows" that cases of fibrinous pneumonia are 
more acute and more rapid in their results at 
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high altitudes than at sea-level. Ny own ex¬ 
perience is, that resolution in such cases is 
more rapid, and that the chest * clears up * 
sooner. May not this be explained on the 
ground of the increased rapidity of circulation ? 
We know that the clearing-up is brought about 
by the expectoration of the morbid products of 
the exudation, and further, and chiefly, by 
their absorption into the circulation. If this 
be true of an acute trouble, is it not also appli¬ 
cable to a chronic asthenic one ? % 

Further, the increase of rapidity in the cir¬ 
culation means that the same blood is brought 
more frequently to the lungs to be oxygenated, 
— an increase in the number of times, which 
we have seen to be equal to 2'J,G22 additional 
times, per diem. This would indicate an in¬ 
crease in the activity of the metamorphosis of 
tissue, and therefore an increased vital force. 
This is clinically perceptible in the exhilaration 
that invalids experience on coining to higher 
altitudes, and by the increase in appetite de¬ 
pendent upon the demand for material to meet 
the additional metamorphosis. 

There is the other side, however, which 
must be alluded to. An increase in the rapid¬ 
ity of the circulation means an increased flow 
or tendency of blood to the diseased parts, in¬ 
volving, as it does, a greater activity of these 
parts. This is temporarily noticeable in every 
case of phthisis pulmonaUs coming to higher 
altitudes, and is evidenced by an increased 
expectoration. This, as we have said, may 
be beneficial by assisting to remove the mor¬ 
bid products; but in enfeebled cases, where 
the ravages of the disease are great, it may be 
highly injurious in assisting the already great 
breaking-down of the tissues. Again; there 
is an increased demand for oxygen dependent 
on all of these causes, and, in cases where the 
amount of lung-tissue involved is so great as 
to cause a considerable embarrassment of the 
respiration, this additional strain is not desir¬ 
able. 

2. Effect on respiration .—We must now 
study another effect produced upon the system 
by an increase in elevation, and that is, the 
effect produced upon the respiration. Here, 
too, we shall have to speak of gross results, 
and leave minutiae unexplained. 

Experience shows that the respirations are 
deepened and fuller, and that they are, at first, 
at least, increased in number. 

This can be explained somewhat in the fol¬ 
lowing way. The nervous action, the effect 
upon the respiratory centre, etc., is so compli¬ 
cated, that, despite its importance, we shall 
leave it without attempting its solution; and 


we shall only attempt an explanation of the 
quasi physical or mechanical results. 

The lungs are elastic bags suspended in a 
closed cavity. During inspirations the respi¬ 
ratory muscles draw Jhe ribs upwards, enlarge 
the cavity, ami produce a partial vacuum, in 
consequence of which the air rushes in to fill 
up this vacuum, and the lungs are inflated. 

It is evident that in inspiration the respira¬ 
tory muscles, in raising the chest-walls, displace 
n certain amount of air, and overcome a cer¬ 
tain resistance due to atmospheric pressure, 
and that these muscles, accustomed to exert a 
given amount of force to overcome this resist¬ 
ance (which may be roughly measured by the 
difference between the positive pressure on the 
outside and the negative pressure on the in¬ 
side of the chest-walls), would continue to ex¬ 
ert this force, even though the resistance were 
diminished. As a result of this, we should 
expect either a greater expansion of the chest 
from the same expenditure of force, or an in¬ 
crease in the number of inspirations. 

The beneficial results of a greater depth of 
inspiration will be more clearly seen if we con¬ 
trast it with the bad results of diminished res¬ 
piration, Ruckle, in Ziemssen’s Cyclopaedia, 
says, — 

u The diminished respiration In the upper parts of 
the Jungs, and the exaggerated respiration in the lower 
parts resulting from this cause, serve to explain the 
very general fact that pulmonary consumption almost 
always begins at the apices of the lungs. But there 
is probably another cause In the peculiar position of 
these parts. They project from three to four centi¬ 
metres above the clavicles; and this projecting por¬ 
tion, being situated outside the chest, is subjected to 
the pressure of the external air. The supraclavicular 
region sinks in during deep inspiration, and conse¬ 
quently the inspiratory expansion of the apices is 
less than that of other parts of the lungs." 

It is evident, if Rueklo be tight, that a dimi¬ 
nution of atmospheric pressure means a greater 
expansion of the apices, due to a diminution 
of atmospheric pressure bearing on those parts, 
and also a greater expansion of the entire 
chest. 

There is, however, a theory often advanced, 
that the greater depth of respiration is due to 
the fact, that, in consequence of the diminu¬ 
tion of the amount of oxygen dependent upon 
the decreased atmospheric pressure, an indi¬ 
vidual will have to breathe more frequently 
and deeper to gain the amount of oxygen neces¬ 
sary for aerating the blood. The theory, it 
seems to us, is misunderstood, and the ques¬ 
tion needs investigation. 

We have shown that there is an increased 
demand for oxygen dependent upon an in¬ 
creased tendency of the biood to the lungs. 
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It is known, ale©, that the transpiration of 
gases through tubes, which the bronchi really 
are, is hindered by a diminution of pressure, 
and that in consequence of this, in a given 
time, under the same conditions of expansion, 
etc., less air will enter the lungs at 5,000 feet 
elevation than at sea-level. This is another 
cause why the respirations should l>e either 
deeper or more frequent. 

It Is further known that the osmose of gases 
through a thin septum, as in the lungs, is less 
rapid the less the pressure, or, in other words, 
that the rapidity of the osmose of gases is de¬ 
pendent upon the pressure to which they are 
subjected. This being so, as the density of 
the oxygen and carbonic acid in the blood is 
nearly constant, if the density of these gases 
in the air be diminished, there will be an effect 
produced upon the rapidity of their osmose. 
In the case of oxygen, it is claimed that an 
individual will get less of it at 5,000 feet ele¬ 
vation than the system requires, and that, un¬ 
less the conditions of respiration be changed, 
there will be a * starvation of oxygen,' i.e., an 
asphyxia. In consequence of all this, it has 
been claimed that a greater depth and fre¬ 
quency of respiration is demanded to meet 
this want. 

In regard to the osmose of oxygen, we kuow, 
that, even though there be a hindrance due to 
the diminished density of the gas in the air, 
there is still, on the other hand, an increased 
rapidity of the circulation, which would favor 
osmose; and it may be assumed that the effects 
of these two conditions counterbalance one 
another. 

In regard to a starvation of oxygen being 
produced by a diminution in the amount of the 
gas at a higher elevation, the rationale is some¬ 
what as follows: there exists in the atmos¬ 
phere, under all pressures, 23 parts by weight 
of oxygen. At sea-level, there are 130.4 grains 
of the gas in every cubic foot, while, at 5,000 
feet, this amount will be diminished one-sixth, 
so that there will only be 108.6 grains to the 
cubic foot. The question then Is, whether a 
density of 108.6 grains to the cubic foot of air 
will produce a starvation of the gas in the 
human economy. 

It has been estimated that the tension of 
the oxygen of the venous blood of the dog is 
2.9%, or 22 mm., of mercury. It has been 
farther estimated that the tension of the oxy* 
gen of the pulmoneiy air-cells is at least 10% 
of the atmospheric pressure, which, at 5,000 
feet, would amount to 63.3 mm. of mercury ; 
m that it is evident, that, even under this 
diminution of pressure, the difference between 


the density of the oxygen in the inspired air 
and in that of the venous blood brought to the 
lungs is sufficiently great to admit of a free 
osmose. 

Further than this, wc know that the amount 
of tidal air passing in and out of the chest of 
an average man is 500 cc., or 31 cubic inches J 
Allowing 17 respirations to the minute, this 
will make 510 litres, or 18 cubic feet, of oxy¬ 
gen inspired per horam. At 5,000 feet this air 
would contain 1,955 grains of oxygen. Now, 
the absolute absorption of oxygen at sea-level 
is only five per cent of that contained in the 
air, and the amount that is absolutely needed 
each hour, at sea-level, is only 117 grains. As 
the absolute demand for oxygen is only 117 
grains each hour, and as the actual amount 
contained in tlio inspired air at an altitude of 
5,000 feet is, for the same time, 1.955 grains, 
it is evident that here, again, the supply is 
greatly in excess of the demand, and that the 
term ‘ starvation of oxygen/ as explanatory of 
the increased depth and rapidity of the inspira¬ 
tions at high altitudes, is a misnomer. 

Hut in addition to the absorption of oxygen 
there is the elimination of carbonic acid to be 
accounted for. It is evident, that, as the ten¬ 
sion of the gas in the venous blood coming 
to the lungs is nearly constant, any diminution 
of its tension in the air will favor its osmose 
from the blood to the air, and that the effect 
produced upon the osmose of this gas by rise 
of elevation is the reverse of the effect upon 
the osmose of oxygen. 

In concluding this part of our subject, we 
wish to emphasize the fact that we think that 
the benefit to be derived from simple elevation, 
in cases of phthisis pultnonalis, is to be attrib¬ 
uted largely to the greater depth of the in¬ 
spirations, and consequently to the greater 
distension and activity of all parts of the 
lungs (the diseased apices as well as the 
healthy bases), and to the increased elimina¬ 
tion of morbid products brought about by the 
iucreased rapidity of the circulation. 

3. Ozone . — In addition to the foregoing 
reasons for favoring a- high altitude in the 
cure of phthisis, we wish to consider, further, 
the influence of elevation upon the ozone of 
the atmosphere. 

The assertion is generally mode, that, as “ we 
ascend heights, the amount of the ozone rap¬ 
idly increases ; M and yet there does not seem 
to have been any direct experimentation on 
this point. If there be more free ozone, it 
may be due, not to any increased production 
over that of lower levels, but rather to a di¬ 
minished consumption. Further than this, the 
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starch and iodide test is so dependent upon 
other elements than the simple presence of 
ozone, that it is not thoroughly reliable. It is 
also open to the error of reacting to substances 
other than ozone. Still, admitting the state¬ 
ment that there is more nascent ozone at high 
elevations, the explanation of its action in the 
cure of phthisis is still to be sought. Some 
rather visionary theorists, as it seems to the 
writer, claim that it finds a direct admission 
to the diseased spots in the lungs, and, by its 
poorer oxidizing, it burns up in loco the mor¬ 
bid products. 

We should rather attribute its influence to the 
fact, that, where ozone exists free, there is no 
decomposing matter to t>e oxidized. It seems 
to us to be Indicative of the existence of pure 
air, rather than a direct agent in destroying 
the morbid products in the lungs. 

4. Immunity from phthisis .—Another ar¬ 
gument in favor of elevation in the cure of 
phthisis is, that at certain heights there exists 
an immunity from the disease. The disease 
is not endemic at such elevations. 

This is in the nature of negative evidence; 
but it is certainly valuable as an clement of 
prophylaxis, and we think that it can be ap¬ 
plied as an argument in favor of cure. Ruehle 
(op. cit.) says, “ A height of at least 1,800 or 
2,000 feet seems to be requisite for this pur¬ 
pose. Phthisis is rare on the Uartz, Styrian 
(in Purzgau), and Swiss mountains/* Jac- 
coud (Flint's Practice of medicine, p. 290) 
“ states that the observations for fifteen con¬ 
secutive years warrants him in asserting, that, 
in Alpine situations elevated 4,000 feet, tuber¬ 
culosis is unknown; and especially is this true 
of villages at an elevation of 5,500 feet." 
Dr. Irwin reports for Fort Defiance (0,500 
feet), north-western New Mexico, “ During a 
service of some seven years in New Mexico 
and Arizona, I never saw or heard of a case 
of tuberculous disease amongst the native in¬ 
habitants of those territories/* And Dr. 
Denison, in his work entitled 4 Bocky Moun¬ 
tain health resorts,* writes, u After having 
quite thoroughly canvassed the subject among 
physicians of Colorado, I place the altitude of 
approximate immunity of this state at 6,000 
feet/* i 

Taking a mean of all these quotations, we 
may safely assert, that, broadly speaking, an 
altitude of from 5,000 to 6,000 feet affords an 
approximate immunity fVom this disease, 

5. An aseptic atmosphere . — Lastly, we will 
speak of the influence of elevation 4n the 
core of phthisis in producing an aseptic at¬ 
mosphere. In these days of germ-theories 


and of Koch’s experiments, we cannot but 
give emphasis to this element of antisepsis as 
an element of prophylaxis and cure of phthisis. 
Professor Tyndall’s experiments show the 
abundance of germs floating in the air at sea- 
level, and an entire absence Of such germs at 
the altitude of the 1 Belle Alp’ hotel (7,000 
feet). Whether a lower elevation will furnish 
this aseptic atmosphere has not been proven 
experimentally; but it would seem to be rea¬ 
sonable to argue that an elevation correspond¬ 
ing to that of immunity from phthisis would 
famish such an atmosphere. 

R6&um $*—There are other elements, such 
as humidity of the air, temperature, precipi¬ 
tation, etc., more or less dependent upon ele¬ 
vation, which we shall have occasion to speak 
of more lit length. But, to make a rfoumtl of 
our study to this point, we can say that a rise 
in elevation increases the heart-beat and the 
rapidity of the circulation, thereby hastening 
the absorption of the morbid products in phthi¬ 
sis, and increasing the metamorphosis of tissue, 
and hence the vital force; that it likewise 
produces greater depth of respirations, and a 
more healthy action of the diseased portions 
of the lungs; that it gives a purer air, and 
affords an approximate immunity from the 
disease; and, finally, that it affords an asep¬ 
tic atmosphere, in which the Bacillus tubercu¬ 
losis does not exist. The extent of elevation 
desirable for the production of this effect can 
be stated to be at least 5,000 feet. 

Having arrived at these conclusions, it re¬ 
mains for us to apply them to our sutyect. 
By consulting table Icolumns i. and ii., it will 
be seen, that, of all the resorts for the cure of 
phthisis in this country, the eastern slopes of 
the Kooky Mountains alone furnished the de¬ 
sirable eleyation. The distance between Den¬ 
ver and Santa Ft? is in the neighborhood of 
375 miles in extent. Throughout this whole 
extent, pleasant locations for invalids are to be 
found at elevations varying from 5,000 to 
6,000 feet. 

{To be continued.) 


HISTOLOGY OF INSECTS . 

INSPIRBB by Weissmanu'i well-known researches 
on the post-embryonic development of insects, Vial- 
lanes has studied the structure and changes at 
various tissues, principally in Muses vomlforia, but 
also in other insects during their metamorphoses. 
Bis results occupy nearly an entire volume , 1 and 
make an important addition to knowledge, the more 
welcome because the author deals chiefly with those 
tissues which have heretofore been least worked, 

1 Voi. *tv. *Sr. yl.of Aurn. «, nat., wooh 
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upon. The long memoir embodies a large number 
of valuable data, the outcome of work which we 
believe to be thorough and careful, The collation 
of the literature Is good, but not complete, some 
omissions being important. We are unable to give 
here more than the chief general conclusions. 

The skin of the larvae studied consists of a single ’ 
layer of large battened cells, covered externally by 
the hard chitinous outlcula (containing lime in 
Stratiomys), which is smooth in Muaca and Erlstalls, 
but divided in Stratiomys into fields corresponding 
to the cells. Below the cells, and lying directly 
against them, is a thin anhlstic membrane, which is 
comparable to the basal membrane in Crustacea and 
adult insects. 

The peripheral nervous system is of great interest. 
Between the integuments and the muscles of the 
larvae are found peripheral ganglia, which do not 
belong either to the ventral chain or to the stomato- 
gastric system. No analogous observation has hither¬ 
to been made upon insects. The peripheral ganglia 
of the larva of Tipula are very remarkable from 
their regular disposition and their symmetry; there 
is a pair in each segment. Those of Musca are 
irregularly scattered between tbe skin and the 
muscles. Analogous ganglia are found in Eristalis, 
but are localized In the plexus, whence spring the 
nerves of the special sense-organs in the anterior 
region of the body. In the description of the pe¬ 
ripheral nerves the author adds little to what was 
previously known. 

The sensory nerves end in two ways,—either by 
a connection with sensory hairs of the epidermis, or 
with free terminations. In the former case the axis- 
cylinder dilates, at the base of the sensory hair, into 
a bi-polar ganglion cell. The sensory hair is a 
conical hollow process of the cuticula. It Is secreted 
by a special, largo, slightly modified epidermal cell, 
the protoplasm of which fills the cavity of the hair, 
and lines its base. The distal prolongation of the 
bipolar cells unites with the protoplasm of the hair¬ 
cell, and does not run directly to the hair. This 
apparatus appears to subserve touch, smell, etc. 
The free terminations are found beneath the epider¬ 
mis, as thread-like prolongations of a very rich dermal 
plexus, formed by very numerous multi-polar anas¬ 
tomosing nervous ceils. (Besides the description of 
similar structures In other animals cited by Viallanes, 
</. Canini and Gaule, Science, il. 279.) 

Involuntary striated muscles. The larval heart 
is histologically comparable to a vertebrate capillary, 
being formed of fiat cells soldered border to border. 
In the protoplasm of these cells, muscular fibres are 
formed; so that tbe cells are at once comparable to 
the endothelium and muscularls of the capillary. 
Within each single cell the fibrlUa begins and ends 
with athin disk or stria; therefore tbe space between 
the two disks Is the unit of the fibril In young 
larvae the heart is a simple tube without lateral 
openings. The striated muscles of tbe digestive 
tube are probably histologically identical with those 
of the heart, ie., modified single cells; but Viallanes 
Whs unable u> make out the cell-limits. In the wails 


of the stomach of Tipula is an intramuscular gan¬ 
glion ate d nerve-plexus, which probably innervates the 
muscles; but the final terminations were not seen. 
This is regarded as confirmatory of Ranvleris law 
f£ep, d*anat. gtntr*, 1880, 468). 

In regard to the voluntary muscles the following 
conclusions are drawn: the fibrillae of insects are 
homologous with those of vertebrates, although the 
latter are indivisible, while in insectB certain fibrillae 
(of the wing-muscles) may be decomposed Into fi- 
briculae. In insects, as in vertebrates, the fibrillae 
are united into * colonettes,’ or little clusters, being 
closefy cemented together by a homogeneous and 
continuous substance, into which neither protoplasm 
nor nuclei ever penetrate. In vertebrates a large 
number of colonettes are united within a com¬ 
mon envelope, the sarcolemma, to form the fibre or 
primitive bundle. In Insect larvae this disposition Is 
maintained, but in the wing-muscles the sarcolemma 
is absent; the primitive bundle then conrists of a 
few colonettes (Musca), or even of one colonette only 
(qf. Clacclo, Science, i. 247, whose paper la not 
cited). In the leg-muscles there is but a single 
colonette in each fibre, and the sarcolemma is scarcely 
developed. As regards the motor plates the follow¬ 
ing points are noted : 1°. In the larva of Stratiomys 
chamaeleon, each of the fibres, constructed on the 
vertebrate type, has several Doyfere’s cones, to the 
summit of each of which runs an axis-cylinder ac¬ 
companied by a nucleated sheath. Before innervat¬ 
ing the muscle, the nerves form a plexus; in the cone 
the axis-cylinder forms a terminal arborization 
by successive dichotomous branchings inside the 
sarcolemma; the fundamental substance contains 
neither granular matter nor nuclei. 2°. In Tipula 
there is a similar arrangement, but only one cone to 
each fibre; the terminal arborization is much more 
extended, and bears nuclei; and the basal substance 
of the cone Is granular, and nucleated as in the 
terminal plates of Amniota. 3°. In the caudal mus¬ 
cles of Eristalis and the leg-muscles of Dytiscus, 
each fibre of which eontalus only a single colonette, 
the motor nerves form no arborization, but break up 
into their constituent fibrils as soon as they reach 
the sarcolemma. 

The second part of the memoir deals with the 
very remarkable changes in the larval tissues at 
pupation. The corpuscles of the blood of the larva 
are embryonic cells analogous to the leucocytes of 
vertebrates, and are found in the same form in the 
pupae. The. muscular fibres of the larva disappear 
at the commencement of pupal life, and In two ways : 
— First, by * Evolution regressive :' the nuclei of the 
muscle become spherical, and each surrounded by a 
coat of protoplasm, thus becoming a muscle-cor¬ 
puscle, which proliferates, and gives rise to a great 
number of rose-colored granules, which multiply 
until the muscular substance entirely disappears, ss 
if it supplied nutriment to the granules; these last 
finally Separate, and spread themselves through the 
body cavity. Second, by degeneration: the nuclei 
keep becoming rarer until they all disappear, and 
ntaanwhlte the contractile substance disappears a* if 
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dissolved away on the outside. In consequence of 
these processes, the body cavity is charged with a 
quantity of matter resembling the vitelline elements 
of birds. The cells of the so-called fat-body produce, 
during the first days of pupal life, numerous granules, 
which enlarge, and are ultimately set free by the 
rupture of the cell-membrane. These granules arise 
independently of the nucleus, but closely resemble 
small cells. The cells of the tracheae and salivary 
•glands do not disappear at the time of metamorphosis, 
as has been thought, but, on the contrary, they pro¬ 
liferate by endogenous cell-formation, the parent 
cell being first enlarged; the parent nucleus Is finally 
discharged; the embryonic cells thus generated sep¬ 
arate, and fall into the general body cavity. The 
koriwhunkuyel produced by pupal histolysis, and 
described by Welssmann, are of two kinds, and do not 
arixe from the disintegrated matter, os supposed; but 
the smaller are derived from the muscle-corpuscles, 
Ihe larger from cells of the fat-body. The epidermis 
of the larval head and thorax dries up and falls off. 
It is not immediately replaced by the definite cell- 
layer, but first by a thin cuticle, which Viallanes 
considers to be probably the thickened basement 
membrane of the Jarva. 

Part third treats of the histogenesis of the tissues 
of the Imago, The skin of the head and thorax is 
developed from Weissmann’s iraaginal disks. In the 
description of these, Viallanes follows Ganin In 
general, but he thinks that the mesoderm of the 
disks is formed at the expense of some of the embry¬ 
onic colls In the body cavity. Other points are also 
brought forward, among which we note especially 
that the wing of the pupa contains at first numerous 
tracheae, which disappear before the end of the 
Stage. In the abdomen, ajso, there are Imaglnal disks, 
foiir in each segment, and formed by local thicken¬ 
ings of the epidermis; all other parts of the epidermis 
or hypoderm degenerate, and are resorbed. The 
disks form two layers, the outer making the new 
epidermis, and the inner the mesoderm; the disks 
grow at their borders until they everywhere meet, 
and form a continuous tissue. The method of re¬ 
generation Is ihe same as in the thorax, except 
that the disks are developed later: the difference 
assumed by Welssmann and Ganin is not real. The 
author compares the imaglnal disks with the plates 
in Pilidium. 

The internal muscular mass of the thorax is derived 
from a single anlage, composed of little cells embedded 
in a small amount of homogeneous basal substance. 
This anlage then separates into six cords, corre¬ 
sponding to the definite muscles; these grow by 
peripheral accretion; the muscular substance is theu 
differentiated around the cells, which ore disposed 
with great regularity in the midst of the colonettes, 
becoming, in fact, the muscle-corpuscles (the neces¬ 
sity of omitting a fuller account is much regretted, *— 
jRep,), The muscles of the legs are derived from the 
mesoderm of the iraaginal disks; the general process 
of their histogenesis, despite many interesting differ¬ 
ences, is ihe same as that of the wing-muscles. # The 
author makes an excellent comparison between the 


unicellular muscles (heart, stomach) and the pleurl- 
cellular (wings, legs), or, as we might name them, the 
mesenchymal and myothelial muscles. 

Nearly a fifth of the entire memoir is devoted to 
the development of the eye. The brief r&umd (p. 
802-805) is the most succinct and perfect account of 
‘the structure of the compound eye with which we 
are acquainted. In the first section the structure of 
the developed eye of the pupa, before it becomes 
pigmented, is described. The following is the au¬ 
thor’s table of the parts of the visual apparatus: — 


(EU corapo#6 . 


{ Corn6© k fftootteft. 

Couche de# coiluto* erlatalltnlcnoe*. 
Couche do# rutin ule# ou ratine. 
Limitante post6rieure do Twit eomponS. 


Couche (1 m fibre# pout-r^tlnluwie#. 


Lome gangUommlro 


(1.1mHaute/intor)euro do ta lame ganglion' 
noire, 

Couche do# cellule# gangllotmalre#. 

<louche deft fibre# on imittotodo. 

* Limit onto moyonne ue 1 a lame ganglion- 
nairo. 

Couche deft fibre# nuctSe*. 

Limitante postdrieure tie la lame ganglion- 
xjftlro. 


Couche de# fibre# prtSgangllonnfttren. 

( Ndvrllointno. 

Oonche du« cellule# on chapelot#. 
Croiiwant du noyau central, 
Kventall du noyau cent rut. 

Ecorce gri#e du ganglion optiyoe. 


Concerning the development of the eye, we give 
the following conclusions. In the larva, before met¬ 
amorphosis, the eye is represented by three parts, — 
the im&ginal disk of the eye proper, the neural stem, 
and the optic ganglion. The disk of the eye com¬ 
prises the same three layers as the other imaglnal 
disks. Before the metamorphosis of the larva, the 
superficial cells of the exodermic layer become en¬ 
larged and elongated, and acquire a strong affinity 
for coloring-matters; they are the optogenlc cells. 
This change begins in the centre, and spreads to¬ 
wards the periphery of the disk. The mesoderm of 
the disk of the eye, unlike the other two layers, is 
different from the corresponding portion of other 
disks, since It is composed of fine nerve-flbrUlaa 
mingled with nuclei; by teasing, it can be shown that 
each fibril is .connected with the inner end of an 
exoderm eefll. The nervous stem unites the disk of 
the eye with the optic ganglion, and is composed 
of the nerve-fibrils mingled with nuclei. The optic 
ganglion is constituted by the outer portion of the 
brain; Us nucleus consists of white, its cortex of 
gray, matter; in the lateral portion of the cortex, is 
the Complex anlage of the lame (/anylionnaire, in 
which all the principal constituent parts of the 
definite lame gangllonnaite can be recognized. At 
the moment of metamorphosis the following phe¬ 
nomena occur: the provisory layer of the disk of 
the eye disappears, the exoderm enlarges, its borders 
unite with the neighboring disks, its cuticle becomes 
the faceted cornea, and Its optogenlc cells each form, 
by the known process, an elementary eye. The 
anlage of the lame ganglionnaire emigrates from the 
optic ganglion, then enlarges* and spreads out so as 
to intervene between the ganglion and the eye. The 
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detail* of the differentiation of the lame are care¬ 
fully described. 

I cannot conclude this notice without referring to 
the admirable maimer in which this valuable memoir 
is written, and the great clearness with which the 
facts and conclusions arc presented. 

Charges S. Minot. 


EXPERIMENTS TO DETERMINE THE 

GERMICIDE VALVE OF CERTAIN 

THERAPEUTIC A GENTS. 

In the American journal of medical sciences for 
April, Dr. Sternberg gives an account of his study of 
this important question. The objects of the author 
were, — 

To ascertain the exact value, as germicides, of some 
of the agents most frequently employed in medical 
and surgical practice, with a view to the destruction 
of pathogenic micro-organisms, hypothetical or de¬ 
monstrated. 

To compare this value, established by laboratory 
experiments, with the results of clinical experience, 
for the purpose of ascertaining what support, if any, 
the germ-theory of disease receives from modern 
therapeutics. 

Assuming that the active agent in infective mate¬ 
rial is a living micro-organism, or 4 germ,’ disinfec¬ 
tion will be accomplished by those chemical agents 
only, which have the power of destroying the vitality 
of this organism. We require to know: —* 

a. What is the absolute germicide power of various 
disinfecting agents, in order to select the best with a 
view to economy and efficiency; 

b. Are all disease-germs destroyed by these agents 
in the samo proportion? and, if not, 

<?. What agents are the most available for special 
kinds of infective material ? 

In therapeutics we should know, in addition to 
this: — 

d. What, is the minimum quantity of each of these 
agents which will restrict the multiplication of each 
specific disease-germ in a suitable culture-medium ? — 
this with reference to medication, with a view to ac¬ 
complishing a like result within the body of an in¬ 
fected individual. 

Evidently, anything like a complete answer to these 
questions is quite impossible In the present state of 
loiowledge, and we must content ourselves with such 
partial or approximate answers as can be obtained by 
laboratory experiments upon the comparatively small 
number of pathogenic organisms which abound in 
organic liquids undergoing putrefaction. 

The experiments were conducted by using small 
aealed flasks containing bouillon free from micro¬ 
organisms. The smallest quantity Of a fluid contain¬ 
ing such organisms introduced into one of the flasks 
would cause it to 'break down' within twenty-four 
hours, it being exposed during this time to a temper¬ 
ature of ICO 0 F. 

To test the germicide power of a chemical reagent, 
Hying bacteria are subjected to its action in a known 
proportion for a given time, and are subsequen tly used 


to inoculate sterilized bouiljon in one of the flasks. 
Failure to multiply in this fluid, when exposed for 
twenty-four hours or more to a temperature of 100° 
F, t is evidence that reproductive power — vitality 
—* has been destroyed by the reagent used. On the 
other hand, failure to disinfect, he., to destroy the 
vitality of the bacterial organisms used as a test, is 
shown by the * breaking-down 1 of the culture-fluid. 

Standard solutions of the reagents to be tested are 
prepared with distillled water. Tim germs are ex¬ 
posed, In small glass tubes, to the action of these 
agenjs for two hours. The tubes are sterilized in the 
flame of an alcohol-lamp immediately before each ex¬ 
periment; they are open, and covered by a bell-glass 
during the time of exposure. 

At the end of the time of exposure, a small quan¬ 
tity of the fluid from one of the tubes is introduced 
into a flask containing sterilized bouillon, and this is 
exposed to a temperature of 100° F. for twenly-four 
hours. 

The micro-organism* which hate been used in the ex¬ 
periments herein reported, to test the germicide power 
of the reagents named, were obtained from the fol¬ 
lowing sources: — 

a. A micrococcus from gonorrhoeal pus. 

b. A micrococcus from pus obtained from an acute 
abscess (whitlow) at the moment that it was opened 
by a deep incision. This micrococcus is morphologi¬ 
cally identical with the preceding. 

c. A pathogenic micrococcus, having distinct mor¬ 
phological characters obtained from the blood of a 
septicaemlc rabbit. 

d. Bacterium termo, and other bacterial organisms 
(micrococci and bacilli) from ‘ broken-down ' beef-tea 
which had been freely exposed to the air. 

In the following table, which is arranged according 
to the germicide value of the agents named, all ex¬ 
periments are given in which the micrococcus from 
pus was used as a test. 


Mercuric bichloride (0.005 per coni), efficient In the pro¬ 
portion of one part in ..20,000 

Polandura permanganate (0.J2 per rent), efficient In the 

proportion of owe part in.8a3 

Todine (0.2 per coni), efficient in the proportion of one 

pftrtin.W0 

Oreoaote (0.5 per cent), efficient in the proportion of one 

part in.200 

Sulphuric acid (0.6 per cent), efficient In the proportion of 

one part in , . . 200 

Carbolic acid (t per cent), efficient in the proportion of 

one part In.loo 

Hydrochloric acid (T per cent), efficient In the proportion 

of one part in .100 

Zinc chloride (4 per cent), efficient in tlw proportion of one 


of one part in.26 

Salteyllo acid dlaaolved by aodlum borate (4 per cent), 
efficient In tbo proportion of one part in .... 26 

Oanetk potaah (10 per cent), efficient in the proportion of 

tins part in , 10 

Citric-acid (12 per cent), efficient in the proportion of one 
part tn ® 

Chloral hydrate (20 per cent), efficient In the proportion of 
one hart In.6 


The following-named reagents, as far as the experi- 
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meats go, are not shown to have any germicide value; 
via.,— 

Pot ceot. 


Fowler** solution failed in the proportion of ... 40 

Sodium hyposulphite failed in the proportion of. , . 32 

Sodium sulphite, exulooata, failed In the proportion of . 10 

Ferric sulphate (saturated aolutlon) flailed In the propor- 

tton of.18 

Potaaalum iodide failed in the proportion of 8 

Idq. xlncl chloridi failed In the proportion of 8 

Boraelc acid (saturated solution) failed in the proportion of 4 
55itto sulphate failed in the proportion of .... 21) 

Sodium borate (saturated solution) failed In the propor¬ 
tion of.4 

Sodium ealicylato failed in the proportion of . . .• 4 


Having ascertained the germicide value of certain 
reagents for a single micro-organism, the question 
arises as to whether we are justified in assuming that 
other organisms of the same class, and especially 
pathogenic bacteria, will be destroyed by the same 
reagents in like proportion, or, in other words, wheth¬ 
er we can generalize from the data obtained. It is 
evident, that, if each of the reagents named gives iden¬ 
tical results with several distinct species of bacteria, 
we shall be justified In assuming that the value ob¬ 
tained will he constant for other organisms, known 
or unknown, of the same class; whereas, if marked 
differences are found as to the vital resistance of 
different bacterial organisms to these reagents, no 
generalization will be possible, and the value for 
each distinct organism of the class can only be fixed 
by experiment. To solve this question, experiments 
have been made as follows: — 

а. Upon the micrococcus of pus. 

б. Upon the micrococcus of septicaemia in the rab¬ 
bit. 

c. Upon bacterium termo, in Its active motile stage, 
as found in a fresh culture. 

d. Upon the bacteria In broken-down beef-tea which 
had been freely exposed to the air, and in which ail 
active development had ceased, 

The results show, that, in general, those reagents 
which destroyed the vitality of the micrococcus from 
pus are destructive to organisms of the same class, 
and that their relative value fts germicides is not 
changed when a different micro-organism is used as 
the test of this value. Moreover, the reagents which 
were found to be practically valueless as germicides 
in the first series of experiments — e.g., ferric sul¬ 
phate, sodium sulphite, and hyposulphite, boracic 
acid, etc. — proved to be equally without value when 
the test was extended to other micro-organisms of 
the same class. But the reagents found to possess 
decided germicide power have, in some cases, a dif¬ 
ferent value for different organisms: in other words, 
the vital resistance of different bacterial organisms to 
the reagents in question is not in all eases the same. 

Thus, sulphuric acid failed to destroy B. termo and 
the micrococcus from pus in the,proportion of 0.26 %; 
but one-fourth of this amount (0.06 %) destroyed 
the vitality of the septic micrococcus. 

Caustic potash destroyed the septic micrococcus in 
the proportion of 2 %, but failed to kill the micrococ¬ 
cus of pus in four times this amount (8 %), The 
value, as a germicide, of the solution of ferric sul¬ 


phate and sulphuric add In water, which has been 
extensively recommended by sanitarians as a disin¬ 
fectant, evidently depends upon the sulphuric acid 
which the solution contains. To Insure the destruc¬ 
tion of all bacterial organisms and of the reproduc¬ 
tive spores of those species which multiply by spores 
as well as by transverse fission, such a solution should 
be used in sufficient quantity to subject the material 
to be disinfected to the action of the acid in the pro¬ 
portion of at least five per cent for a period of two 
hours. 

The quantity of carbolic acid used to accomplish 
the same result should not be less than five per 
cent, for it is necessary to keep on the safe side; and 
we do not know, at present, whether all of the path¬ 
ogenic bacteria, hypothetical or demonstrated, form 
spores or otherwise, in the case of the anthrax ba¬ 
cillus and of Koch’s bacillus of tuberculosis, this has 
been proved to be true; and we have ample experi¬ 
mental evidence to show that these reproductive 
bodies possess very great resistance to heat and to* 
those chemical reagents which destroy bacterial or¬ 
ganisms in their ordinary condition of rapid growth 
and multi plication by fission. 

Evidently, therapeutic value — assuming the cor¬ 
rectness of the germ-theory — cannot be gauged by 
germicide power alone, for It is possible that a re¬ 
agent which possesses this power in but slight degree, 
or not at all, may nevertheless be capable of restrict¬ 
ing the development of pathogenic organisms, and 
thus limiting their power for mischief. 

The following table shows the percentage required 
to destroy vitality, and also that required to prevent 
the development of the micrococcus of pus: — 


Reagent. 

rercentwae. 
required 
to acatroy 

vitality. 

Percentage 
capable of 
preventing 
development. 

Mercuric bichloride 


0.006 

0.008 

Iodine. 


0.2 

0.026 

Sulphuric acid 


0.26 

0.12 

Carbolic meld . . . . 

, 

0.8 

0.2 

Salicylic acid and aodium biborate 

2 

0.6 

Alcohol . » 

. 

40 

10 

Ferric suJptoato 

. 

/ Failed Id 

0.6 

Boracic acid .... 


| Maturated 1 

0.6 - 

Bodlurn blboraio . 

• 

( Bolutlon. ' 

0.6 


An Inspection of the table shows that the potent 
germicides in our list restrict multiplication in quan¬ 
tities considerably less than are required to destroy 
vitality. In the case of iodine the difference la 
eightfold; in that of carbolic acid, fourfold; In that 
of sulphuric acid, twofold, etc. 

We also see that the agents at the bottom of the 
list, — ferric sulphate, boracic acid, and sodium bibo¬ 
rate, —In the proportion of five-tenths per cent, pre¬ 
vent the multiplication of bacterial organisms, and are 
consequently antiseptic agents of value, although In 
saturated solution they fail to kill these organism. 

In the case of ferric sulphate, and also of sktc sul¬ 
phate aud sine chloride, , this power to prevent the 
development ofmicro-organisms seems to be due tw 
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precipitation of the organic material in the nutritive 
medium rather than to any direct action upon the 
living organism*, which, as we have seen, are not 
killed by a far greater quantity of the reagent. 

The conclusions at which Dr. Sternberg arrives, 
are, that the vital resistance of bacterial organisms 
to chemical reagents differs, within certain limits, fo*r 
different species. And certain species show special 
susceptibility to the germicide action of particular 
reagents; e.g., the septic micrococcus to alcohol, and 
B. terrno to boracic acid. 

There is, therefore, reason for supposing that dif¬ 
ferent pathogenic organisms may differ in like manner, 
as to susceptibility to the action of various reagents 
administered medicinally with a view to their de¬ 
struction. .Nevertheless, the comparative germicide 
value of the reagents tested is the same for the sev¬ 
eral test-organisms, and, allowing certain limits for 
specific peculiarities, it is safe to generalise from the 
experimental data obtained in the practical use of 
these reagents as disinfectants. But it must be re¬ 
membered that the resisting power of reproductive 
spores is far greater than that of bacterial organisms 
in active growth (multiplication by fission), and the 
data obtained for the latter cannot be extended to in¬ 
clude the former. 

The antiseptic value of the reagents tested depends 
upon their power to prevent the multiplication of 
putrefactive bacteria; and this is not necessarily con¬ 
nected with germicide potency, for some reagents 
which fail to kill these micro-organisms are, never¬ 
theless, valuable antiseptics, e.g., ferric sulphate and 
boracic acid. 

Clinical experience has demonstrated the value of 
all the potent germicide reagents tested in one or 
more of the diseases which there is the most reason 
to believe are due to the presence of pathogenic 
micro-organisms in the primae vide, In the blood, or 
In the tissues; e.g., intermittent-fever, typhoid-fever, 
dysentery, erysipelas, syphilis, etc. The ‘ germ-the¬ 
ory* as to the causation of these diseases receives, 
therefore, very strong support from modern thera¬ 
peutics ; but the experiments do not justify the belief 
that anyone of the reagents tested can be admin¬ 
istered as a specific in germ-diseases generally. This 
also accords with the result* of clinical experience, 
and makes it possible to believe that the specific, self¬ 
limited diseases are also 1 germ ' diseases. 

SETTERS TO TEE EDITOR. 

Th* praotioal value of toll-analysis. 

Iw Bulletin Ivl. of the New York agricultural ex¬ 
periment-station, Dr. Sturtevant gives the reasons for 
which the station declines to make soil-analyses * for 
the purposes of the individual farmer;* summarising 
them in the statement that such Ayalysee u can offer 
no solution of the problem of what fertiliser, and how 
much* to apply.’* 

Were this statement made in a somewhat less gen¬ 
eral atm absolute manner, I should have no fault to 
find with it; for in the case of the long-cultivated 
field* of the state of New York, Which have been *ub- 
ject tO indefinitely varied cultiue-ocmdltion* and the 
use of fertilisers, the cases in which Chemical analysis 


alone would point with any degree of certainty to the 
true cause of failure to produce profitable crops would 
bo exceptional; and the station would be likely to be 
overrun with requests for an Indefinite amount of 
comparatively useless routine work* 

But when Dr. Sturtevant broadly adds his denial 
“ that analyses of soils can give us definite informa¬ 
tion concerning their productiveness,” he seems to go 
beyond the limits justified by the record, and beyond 
what the context following would appear to show he 
intended to say. If the clause above quoted were 
to read, instead, “ while denying that analyses of cui- 
t&vated soils can give us definite Information regarding 
their present productiveness, ” I should agree with him 
ao far as the groat majority of cases is concerned, — so 
much so, that it is only exceptionally that 1 under¬ 
take the analysis of a cultivated soli, but usually go 
back to its virgin ancestor for information as to its 
general character; and from this, and the usually sim¬ 
ple history of its cultivation, pretty definite inferences 
as to the prominent wants even of a cultivated soil 
can in very many cases be deduced, as is proved by 
the practical resul ts. Dr. Sturtevant’s own statement 
as to the frequency and consequent practical impor¬ 
tance of such inquiries would seem to justify the tak¬ 
ing of some pains to approach its solution, before 
proclaiming an absolute non poemrnus , 

As for virgin soils, which over wide areas have been 
subject to uniform or uniformly variable conditions, 
it is apriori reasonably presumable, and I think expe¬ 
rience confirms the inference, that, otberthlngs being 
equal, the amount of available plant-food, and there¬ 
fore the durability of a given soil under the usual 
culture, without replacement, is sensibly proportional 
to the plant-food percentages shown by the usual 
method of analysis. Whether or not other things are 
really equal can only be ascertained by intelligent 
examination in the field as well as in the laboratory; 
aud soil-specimens taken by non-experts rarely fulfil 
this condition. 

While, therefore, believing that Dr. Sturtevant* s 
action in this matter is well advised under the cir¬ 
cumstances, I nevertheless believe that my contrary 
practice in regions but sparsely or recently settled is 
at least equally well justified, and that the impor¬ 
tance of affording the settler at least an approximate 
insight into the present and ultimate durability of his 
soil, and its general character aud adaptations, is so 
great a* to justify a considerable public expenditure, 
upon a well-considered plan carefully carried out by 
competent persons both in the field and in the labo¬ 
ratory, even with our present limited knowledge of 
the chemistry of soils — which, I cannot but remark, 
is not likely to be increased very rapidly if the com¬ 
position of soils serving for culture-experiments con¬ 
tinues to be ignored, as has so largely been the case 
heretofore. The prime importance of the presence 
of a certain minimum percentage of lime, for exam¬ 
ple, it manifestly so great, that no experimenter can 
afford to be ignorant of the presence or absence of a 
proper supply of that substance in his soil ; and the 
cases in which analysis shows the extreme scarcity or 
extreme abundance of lime, phosphates, or potash, in 
virgin toils and subsoils, are far more frequent than 
the contemners of soil-analysis suppose. In the 
former case the practical value of the indication is 
too obvious to be overlooked, and is amply attested 
by the results following the application, e.g M of phos¬ 
phate fertilizers in such cases. We might not be able 
to detect the addition thus made to the phosphates of 
the soil by the most careful analysis; but the fact 
that the soil is naturally poor in phosphates will re¬ 
main A fruitful truth forever after. 
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I trust that the record which will be shown in the 
census report of cotton production, now in press, will 
form a convincing Illustration of the legitimate uses 
of soil-analysis. E. W. Hilgard, 

University of California, Sept. 1, a883, 

Bo humming-birds fly backwards ? 

The Duke of Argyll, in his Keign of law (p. 145), 
lays it down in italics, that ‘no biraf can ever fly back¬ 
ward*. 1 He mentions the humming-bird as appear¬ 
ing to do so, But maintains, that, In reality, the bird 
falls, rather than flies, when, for Instance, he comes out 
of a tubular flower But this morning, while watch¬ 
ing the motions of a humming-bird (Trochilul colu- 
bris), it occurred to me to test tills dictum of the 
duke; and, unless my eyea were altogether at fault, 
the bird did actually fly backwards. He was probing 
one after another the blossoms of a Petunla-bcd, and 
more than once, when the flower happened to be low 
down, he plainly rose, rather than fell, a h he backed 
out of and away from it. X stood within a yard or 
two of him, and do not believe that I was deceived. 

It may not be amiss to add that the Duke of Ar¬ 
gyll’s objections seem to be purely theoretical, since 
the ‘ Reign of law’ was published In 1860, and it was 
not till 1871) that the author came to America and 
«aw his first living humming-bird. 

Bradford Toruky. 

Bouton, 8ept. 14, 1883. 

Wright’# ice-dam at Cincinnati. 

I notice on p. 320 of Science, vol. 11. no. 31, an 
inaccurate report of what 1 said at the Minneapolis 
meeting, which does injustice both to Mr. Wright 
and to myself, and which I would beg to have cor¬ 
rected. 

The reporter makes me speak slightingly of Mr. 
Wright’s discovery of the ice-dam at Cincinnati, as 
riot sufficing to explain our Pennsylvania terraces. 
On the contrary, I expressed my admiration for the 
discovery as furnishing precisely the explanation we 
need for the local-drift terraces of the Monongahela, 
And the rolled-northern-drift terraces of the lower 
Alleghany, Beaver, and upper Ohio rivers. 

The reporter probably mixed this up with what I 
said afterwards respecting the rolled-drift terraces of 
eastern Pennsylvania, which only reach a height of 
8iK>' A. T., in Northumberland county, and require 
some explanation, perhaps, quite unconnected with 
that which Mr. Wright certainly furnishes in a most 
•satisfactory manner for the 80tr to 1,100' A. T. ter¬ 
races of the Ohio River basin, J. P. Lesley, 

Second geo logical eurvey of Penney lvaal a, 

Philadelphia, Sept. 16, 1883, 

Erratic pebble# in the Licking valley. 

While engaged in tracing the outcrop of ‘ Clinton 
oro ’ in eastern Kentucky, in the fall of 1882,1 became 
interested in the pebbles, which In certain localities, 
and up to a certain height, were very abundant in the 
surface-soil. 

Most abundant were rounded quartz pebbles, prob¬ 
ably from the millstone grit, Somewhat less abun¬ 
dant were fragments of chert, showing little or no 
wear derived from the sub-carboniferous limestone, 
Still less abundant, though by no means rare, were 
some from the carboniferous, ofteu containing char¬ 
acteristic fotsUs. They were confined, so far as I 
could determine, to the valley of the Licking and its 
larger tributaries. Vertically, they range from the 
river-bottoms to the top of the table, formed by the 
upper Silurian rocks, which .borders on the Devonian 


escarpment; so that these tables are quite uniformly 
covered with the material. 

The distribution of the material Is such as could 
only have been made while the valley was tempora¬ 
rily occupied by a lake. I was therefore led, though 
with some hesitation, to suppose that the glacier must 
have crossed the Ohio at Cincinnati, damming the 
fiver. I was not at the time aware of the labors of 
Mr. Wright in tracing the glacier across the Ohio. 

, Having now the certainty that there was a dam at 
the required point, I think I may have no hesitation 
in saying, that, during a portion of the glacial period, 
the valley of the Licking was occupied by a lake which 
overflowed laterally, and whose bottom became littered 
with materials brought from the mountains of eastern 
Kentucky by floating ice. They are most abundant 
where the Ice may he supposed to have had freest ac¬ 
cess, 

Terraces which might have been expected are want¬ 
ing in the region in which my observations were made. 
Possibly they may be found in other parts of the 
valley, especially above; tbeir absence in the region 
in question being due to the fact that only’smaU por¬ 
tions of the region would have reached ^ibove the 
lake-level, which, by tlieir disintegration, could fur¬ 
nish the material for terraces. 

The overflow was probably to southward,but T could 
not search for it. Could It be traced, the amount of 
erosion might give some data for an estimate of 
time. G. H. S^ciier. 

Trempealeau, Win., Sept. 14,1883. 

Depth of ioe during the glaotal age. 

In the issue of Science for Sept, 7, reporting my 
paper at Minneapolis, I am made to say, that, during 
the glacial period, the ice was indeed M 600 feet over 
New England, and very likely of equal depth over 
the area to the west.” I said 6,000 feet over Now Eng¬ 
land. The evidences of glaciation are distinct upon 
the Green Mountains to a height of nearly 5,000 feet 
The lower summits of the White Mountains, like Car- 
rigain (which is 4,300 feet above the sea), are covered 
with transported bowlders; and there can be little 
question that some found by Professor Charles Hitch¬ 
cock, within a few hundred feet of the summit of 
Mount Washington, were transported thither by gla¬ 
cial agency. Such is the evidence for New England. 

For the region north of Pennsylvania and the Ohio 
River, direct evidence of such a great depth of ice is 
naturally wanting ; but, according to Ramsay, glacial 
scratches are numerous upon the summit of CatskUl 
Mountain<n Id New York, at an elevation of 2,850 feet 
above the sea. In southern Ohio there are numerous 
places whero the ice, within a mile or two of its 
farthest extension, surmounted elevations which are 
about 500 feet higher than the plains to the north of 
them. I see no reason why it should not have been 
as deep over the bed of Lake Erie as over the region 
to the north of the White Mountains, though there 
are there no glaciometers like MountWasbington to * 
measure the height of the frozen mass. 

G, Frederick Wright, 

Oberlln, 0, ( Sopt. 18, f883> * 

The ‘ atony girdle’ of the earth, 

In your issue of Sept. 7* just received, you are kind ' 
enough to insert a synopsis of the two abstracts of pa¬ 
pers which I sent to the Minneapolis meeting. Allow * 
rae the space necessaryto make a correction and some J 
brief explanations. We are required to furnish these 
* abstracts ’ to suit a printed form of small not# sire, 
Which is apt to lead to small chirograph?: hence ! 
suppose7he mistake In, reading and printing the title. 
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It should read, ‘atony girdle,* and waa in inverted 
commas to show that the name did not originate with 
me. My special object was to call attention to its 
being, in a great measure, the same belt which forms 
the brhae-vertical when the pole of the land-centre 
at Mount Rosa is brought to the zenith. The unfavor¬ 
able comments to which you allude have force as a 
general rule ; namely, that closet geology is not com¬ 
parable to observations in the field. Yet all general* 
Rations may be called closet geology, as being the 
result of a large number of facts collected in the field, 
and compared subsequently. As it would, however, 
be presumptuous in any one to offer generalizations 
who had not had somewhat extended opportunities 
for observation. I may be permitted to mention, 
as some justification, those I have enjoyed. In 
North America my observations, partly in special 
work, partly during travel, have ranged from Rainy 
Lake, north of Lake Superior, to Saltillo, in Mex¬ 
ico, and from the Atlantic states to the head waters 
of the Gila, in Arizona. In the eastern continent, 
I travelled from the north of Scotland to Cairo in 
Egypt, ascending Etna, and spending the vacations 
of three Bummers, during college-life, in Switzerland 
among its mountains, ranging subsequently from 
western France to the Crimea. In 1824 I saw the 
*Perte du Rh6ne,* where that river disappeared for 
miles, and then re-appeared,— a phenomenon no lon¬ 
ger to be seen, as the superincumbent rocks, some 
years later, caved in, and converted the subterranean 
into a subaerial bed for that fine stream. 

In 1829 I visited the scene of the catastrophe at 
New Madrid; and while granting a local subsidence 
for the immediate cause, as claimed in the able paper 
by Dr. Macfarlaue, of which you give an abstract, I 
am compelled to believe that the remote cause was 
due to a seismic movement, felt, as Mallet states, at 
least two hundred miles from New Madrid, and, in¬ 
deed, affecting large and more distant areas about 
that time, as mentioned in Key to geology, p. 77, 

These opportunities, in connection with the speci¬ 
mens and notes of reference brought home, permit a 
review of general geology,. which I thought might 
enable me to present to the student of geography and 
geology some broad principles and truths Into which 
the details subsequently obtained by him might be 
appropriately fitted: hence the paper read at the Bos¬ 
ton meeting, showing that the eastern trend of each 
continent was distant one-fifth of the circumference 
qt the globe from its adjoining continental trend; also 
that each continent presented a central focus, from 
which a circle with radius of would embrace the 
land proper, —sometimes excluding a peninsula, such 
as Hmdostan, sometimes including adjacent islands, 
as those of Madeira, Canary, and Cape Yerd, as be¬ 
longing to the main continent, Africa. The Mon¬ 
treal papers were designed to show the important 
seismic Assuring* radiating from the pole of the 
land-centre; also the relation between solar and ter¬ 
restrial dynamics, where seismic phenomena are 
transmitted along great circles coinciding with the 
sun’s apparent path, or along belts of the earth’s 
crust which are secondaries to the ecliptic. 

Tim occurrences of the last few weeks seem to 
corroborate the generalisation offered, inasmuch as 
Ischia is on the 30° fissure from Rosa, at no great 
distance: while Java and the Straits of Sunda, as 
well as Guayaquil, more recently disturbed, are on 
or close to the prime-vertical. 

If these generalizations belong rather in the cate¬ 
gory of instruction for the student than of contribu¬ 
tions to science, perhaps my twenty-five years of 
natural-science teaching may present some excuse. 


Certainly, my great aim and desire are to arrive at 
important scientific truths, especially general laws In 
the dynamics of our globe. Riojiabd Owen. 

Mr. Morse’s papers at Minneapolis. 

A number of errors have been made in the report 
of my papers which were read at the Minneapolis 
meeting. 

In the paper on an apparatus for warming and 
ventilating apartments, the statement that the tem¬ 
perature of a hall was raised 40° above the outside 
temperature is incorrect. I said that the air, as it 
entered the room from (he heater , had been raised 40° 
above*the outside air. 

In the paper on the methods of arrow-release, I 
spoke of the English method, which was probably 
that of the Saxon, and said that American archers 
followed the English. The Japanese never use 
thumb-rings, to my knowledge. The Koreans, Chi¬ 
nese, Manclm Tartars, and Persians use the thumb¬ 
ring. 

A more serious mistake occurs in the report of my 
paper on the indoor games of the Japanese. I said 
very distinctly, that, in the game of chess, pieces cap¬ 
tured could be used by the eapturer against bis oppo¬ 
nent. In comparing the Japanese games with ours, 
I made no allusion to seven-up or whist. With every 
one I regard whist as next to chess in character as a 
highly intellectual game. 

You will confer a great favor by publishing these 
corrections. Enw. S. Moksk. 

Siilom, Mans., Sept. 16, 1883. 

Evidences of glaolal man. 

In Science, no. 82, n. 384, the statement is made, 
respecting Miss Babbitt's Minnesota finds, that u thus 
far, at best, the glacial workman is known only by 
Ids chips,” What better evidence, I would inquire, 
is needed, if those chips are of artificial origin ? 

Is not this sufficient? Are not shavings and saw¬ 
dust as good evidence of men working in wood, to¬ 
day, as are the planes and saws they use ? From the 
very nature of the case, it Is unreasonable to find as 
abundant and easily recognized evidence of man In 
drift-deposits as upon the surface-soils; yet ibis is 
what some of those present at the Minneapolis meet¬ 
ing of the American association for the advancement 
of science seemed to require, 

In the case of the ‘paleolithic* implements of 
the Delaware Itivcr valley, other evidence than the 
chipped stones has been found. The human tooth, 
lately described in detail in the Proceedings of the 
Boston society of natural history, is, of itself, evi¬ 
dence of man's presence at the time the gravels, in 
which it occurred, were laid down. Other human re¬ 
mains have also been found. 

A word, too, with reference to the implements. 
These are nearly all as unmistakably artificial as the 
most finished arrow-head. Objects of identical char¬ 
acter are found among the relics of the recent In¬ 
dians, and are not questioned. Why, then, should a 
similar class of objects, found In gravel -deposits that 
antedate the superincumbent surface-soils, be ques¬ 
tioned ? 

There is no doubt overshadowing the existence of 
man in the Delaware valley as long ago as the close 
of the glacial period: bis "presence, then, is not merely 
* a theory advanced by Dr. Abbott,* as you suggest* 
but & fact susceptible of actual demonstration. 

Professor Mason, hi bis address (in the same Issue), 
asks, what is the' real import of such discoveries 
as those of Dr, Abbott and Professor Whitney In es¬ 
tablishing the great antiquity and early rudeness of 
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the American savage? * * Speaking for myself, I would 
suggest that his question contains its answer. My 
discoveries have established the glacial age of man on 
the Atlantic seaboard of America, and at that time 
his culture was that stage known as * paleolithic.' 

Ch as, C. Abbott, M.D. 

Trenton, N.J., 8ept. 18,16SB. 


THE ALPHABET . 

Thet alphabet , an account of the origin and develop¬ 
ment of letters . By Isaac Taylor, M. A m LL.D. 

2 vols. London, Kegan Paul , Trench , & Co., 

1883. 16+358; 898 p. 8°. 

Mk. Taylor has produced an admirable 
work on the interesting subject of alphabetic 
writing. It abounds in wealth of collected 
material, down to the ver} r latest discoveries 
(some of them of the utmost importance). 
By lavish and well-chosen illustration it puts 
this material before the apprehension of the 
reader or student with the most desirable clear¬ 
ness ; and its digest and criticism of former 
opinions is made with impartiality and inde¬ 
pendence of judgment, while the author adds 
abundantly of new views, and arguments to 
support them. No other existing work of a 
like character can bear any comparison with 
it; and it deserves to have, as it doubtless will 
attain, a wide circulation and popularity. 

In the main, these volumes are filled with 
the history of our own alphabet and its rela¬ 
tives, or of the ancient Phoenician with its de¬ 
scendants and probable ancestor, since other 
systems of alphabetic writing are compar¬ 
atively insignificant in number and in im¬ 
portance. The Chinese characters are not 
alphabetic, although one or two derivatives 
from them (as the Japanese kata-kana) have 
that character. The cuneiform mode of writ¬ 
ing ended its career in an alphabetic system, 
the Persian; but all the peoples using cunei¬ 
form passed over, more than two thousand 
years ago, to the side of the Phoenician. There 
have been other hieroglyphic schemes, in the 
old world and the new, that made advances, 
no one can say just bow far, toward alphabet- 
ism ; but they are long since perished without 
descendants. All these, together with such 
theoretic basis as he chooses to lay for the sci¬ 
ence, Mr. Taylor despatches in the first chap¬ 
ter (seventy pages) of his first volume; the 
rest is devoted to our alphabet; the various 
kindred Semitic forms of it being treated in 
the former volume, and the Indo-European 
forms, with the few outside stragglers, in the 
latter, under the divisions of Greek, deriva¬ 
tives of Greek (Italian, Coptic, Slavonic, 
Albanian, Runic, Ogham), Iranian, and In¬ 
dian. The method is not to be condemned, 


although we might have desired a more ample 
theoretical introduction. The fundamental 
principle of alphabetic history is distinct, and 
briefly statable: all writing begins necessarily 
with the depiction of scenes and objects, or is 
purely pictorial; it everywhere tends to pasa 
over into a depiction of the names of objects; 
and, when it has fully reached that condition, 
it has become alphabetic. There can be no 
such thing as an alphabet not starting from a 
pictorial stage, my more than a spoken lan¬ 
guage without an initial imitative root-stage. 
But while in language we can only get back 
by inference to such a state of things, because 
the beginnings of language are so remote from 
us, in writing we find the pictorial stage abun¬ 
dantly represented. 

Whether that stage is discoverable in the 
actual history of our own alphabet, is a ques¬ 
tion not yet absolutely settled. Every step 
by which our familiar letters go back to the 
primitive Semitic alphabet, usually called by 
us Phoenician, is traced out with the utmost 
distinctness. The Phoenician is purely, though 
defectively, alphabetic. It must, then, have 
come from a pictorial original. Three such 
systems of writing are found in its neighbor¬ 
hood, — Egyptian, cuneiform (the perhaps suf¬ 
ficient, though rather scanty, evidences of 
whose hieroglyphic origin are given by our 
author), and the recently discovered and still 
obscure Hittite. Did it come demonstrably 
from one of these, or has it an ancestor now 
lost to us? As is well known, Do Roughs 
work, published less than ten years ago, at¬ 
tempted to show its derivation from Egyptian, 
from hieratic characters, of known hieroglyphic 
originals; and his view is widety, though by 
no means universally, accepted. Mr. Taylor 
is a firm believer in it, and sets it forth with 
much clearness and force. We find ourselves 
unable fully to share his conviction. De 
Roug<$ endeavored to prove more than was 
reasonable, and found it so easy to prove all 
he undertook, that his very success casts a 
shade of unreality over the whole comparison. 
We may allow that bis identifications are both 
possible, and, as a whole, plausible cjuite be¬ 
yond any others yet made. Yet whereas the 
derivation of the Greek or of the Arabic 
alphabet, for example, is past all doubt, and 
he would rightly be passed by as a time-waste? 
who should attempt to re-open the question, no 
reproach can attach to the scholar who, uncon¬ 
vinced by Be Rouz6 t should try to find an¬ 
other and better solution of the problem, as 
some are actually doing* Mr. T&ylor over¬ 
states the desirableness of acquiescing in the 
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best solution hitherto discovered ; the right to 
doubt an inference not yet made certain is a 
precious and indefeasible one. It would be 
highly gratifying to regard the derivation of 
Phoenician from Egyptian as.not less certain 
than that of English from Phoenician, since 
then we should have followed up the history 
to its very beginning; for the character of the 
Egyptian as a wholly original mode of writ¬ 
ing, carrying on its face the evidence of its 
steps of development from the initial stage, 
is beyond dispute. Considering that Mr. Tay¬ 
lor holds the hieroglyphics to be the antecedent 
phase of Phoenician letters, we wish that he 
had made liis exposition of the system some¬ 
what fuller, and especially that he had told in 
more detail how lie regards the alphabetic 
value of certain of the hieroglyphs as having 
been arrived at: the point is by no means so 
clear as were to be wished. 

It would take far too much space to go 
through the book and notice all the points of 
special interest in it; but attention may be 
•called to a few. Mr. Taylor has a new and 
well-supported theory as to the Mediterranean 
alphabet from which the Germanic runes were 
taken: he holds it. to have been the Greek of 
the Euxine colonies and Thrace, transmitted in 
peaceful intercourse along the commercial route 
of the Dnieper, some centuries before the Chris¬ 
tian era. liis discussion of the Ogham crypto¬ 
grams is less satisfactory. The Glagolitic (an 
early Slavonic) alphabet receives from him a 
suggested explanation which has met with 
general fhvor. The earliest Semitic mon¬ 
uments— the sarcophagus of Sidon, the Mo¬ 
abite stele, the recently discovered Siloam 
inscription — are fully treated, the last being 
given in facsimile. Some of the most origi¬ 
nal parts of the author’s work lie in the dis¬ 
cussion of the South Semitic alphaliets and 
their derivatives. It is to them that he traces 
the immense group of the alphabets of India 
by a theory which wears a more plausible and 
acceptable aspect than any other yet suggest¬ 
ed ; it must, of course, stand the test of time, 
and of examination by other experts, before 
it can be admitted as" final. Even in so old 
and well-worked departments as the varieties 
of Semitic and*Greek writing and their mu¬ 
tual relations, Mr* Taylor brings to light 
much that is new and interesting; laying under 
contribution the most recent finds, and com¬ 
bining them with independence of judgment 
and sound sense. There is nowhere any effort 
at brilliancy or show of profundity: sober, 
earnest work is the keynote of the treatise, 
which in this respect compares favorably with 


certain otheT recent publications, French and 
German, on the same subject. 

In conclusion, we may notice adversely a 
point or two. The now accepted explanation 
of Pehlevi, as needing to be read out of its 
Semitic signs into Iranian words, should not be 
credited to ‘ the sagacity of Professor Haug ’ 
(ii. 2311). That explanation was distinctly 
offered by the veteran Westergaard, in the 
preface to his Zendavesta, in 1854, when Haug 
was jVesh from the university; and in the lat¬ 
ter’s earliest article * on the Pehlevi language 
and the Bundopesh,' published in the same year, 
there is to be found no bint of the doctrine. 

It is hardly correct to ascribe the success 
of right methods in paleography in any meas¬ 
ure to Darwinism (ii. 363). That every suc¬ 
cessive phase of a historical institution is the 
outgrowth of a preceding phase, and differs 
little from it, is a truth long coming to clear 
recognition and fruitful application in every 
department of historic research, prior to and 
in complete independence of any doctrine of 
evolution in the natural world. Only error 
and confusion have come of the attempts made 
to connect Darwinism and phiiologic science. 
On the other hand, Mr. Taylor appears to make 
a too mechanical application of the doctrine 
of historical development in denying altogether 
the possibility of an element of free inven¬ 
tion in alphabetic growth. Man is capable 
of devising something a little different from, 
or like and additional to, what he has alrefwfy 
won and knows how to use. One who has a 
language can invent another, regarded by 
him as an improvement on the former: the 
thing has happened repeatedly, and is no vio¬ 
lation of the law of gradual anil unconscious 
growth of human speech. 8o, notwithstanding 
the law of alphabetic development, a man who 
practises various modes of writing can devise 
a new one, for cryptographic or tachygraphic 
purposes, or other. And a community that 
is receiving and adapting an alphabetic system 
from another community may, iu like manner, 
well enough add a sign or two of its own 
device : hence the question whether our X 
is an out-and-out invention of the Greeks, or a 
differentiated K, is one of paleographic prob¬ 
abilities, not to be settled in favor of the lat¬ 
ter alternative by denying the possibility of 
the former; and so in other like cases. 

The number of interesting questions to 
which this work ftirnishes a trustworthy reply 
is surprising; and, while sparing of notes, it 
yet gives references sufficient to set upon the 
right track any one desirous of investigating 
more fblly the matters with which it deals. 
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THE FOSSIL FLORA OF GREENLAND. 

DU fosttiU flora der mlarUtnder . Vou Dr. Oswald 

IIkkr. * Yol. vii. Zurich, IVurster, 1883. 275 p., 

62 pi. 4°. 

This volume contains, 1°, the flora of the 
upper cretaceous schists of Patoot; 2°, the ter¬ 
tiary flora of Greenland ; 3°, a short memoir 
on insects' remains found in connection with the 
plants (of. Science, i. 1095) ; 4°, general re¬ 
marks on the affinities of the plants in relation to 
their geological age and the climatic circum¬ 
stances indicated by their characters ; 5°, a 
memoir by Steenstrup on the geology of the 
localities where remains of plants and coal- 
deposits have been found; 6°, the marine 
fauna, with descriptions of the species of in¬ 
vertebrate animals found especially in connec¬ 
tion with the plants of Patoot. 

This last locality represents the upper mem¬ 
ber of the cretaceous of Greenland ; the lowest 
being that of Koine, the middle that of Atane, 
The flora of Patoot has a predominance of 
conifers and ferns, no Cycadeae, and few 
monocot 3 'ledons, about one-half of the plants 
being dicotyledons. The table of distribution, 
which represents the whole cretaceous flora of 
Greenland, enumerates 335 species,—88 for 
Korae, 177 for Atane, and 118 for Patoot, 
From the characters of the plants, the schists 
of Korne are referable to the Neocomiun. 
Atane, whose flora is related to that of the 
Dakota group of Kansas, represents the Ceno¬ 
manian, while Patoot is apparently Senonian. 
Most of its species are related to those of 
Atane* only a few being identified with eocene 
species from Sezanne and with some miocene 
types. The plants of the tertiaries of Green¬ 
land have been procured from twenty different 
localities. Their description is also followed 
by a table of distribution. Of the 282 species 
enumerated, 33 are known tVom the tertiary 
of North America, 10 of them from the Lar¬ 
amie group. The greater number are identi¬ 
fied with species found in the lower miocene 
of Europe, the Aquitanian group, whose flora 
is widely represented in most of the states, 
from Hungary to England and France, and 
firom Italy to North Germany. This tertiary 
flora of Greenland has been predominant, and 
has preserved its characters for many thou¬ 
sands of years; for the lower strata, where 
its remains have been found, are separated 
from the upper, which have the same kinds of 
plants, by thousands of feet of basaltic masses 
the deposits of which have been continuous^ for 
long periods of time. 

In the general remarks considering the 


climatic conditions which have governed the 
vegetation as indicated by the characters of 
the flora, TIeer says, that in 1868, from data 
derived from the determination of 105 species 
of plants, he had estimated the mean tem¬ 
perature at 9° C. ; but now the tertiary flora 
of Greenland, known by a .larger number of 
plants of various types, — among them a palm, 
species of Laurus, Magnolia, Diospyros, Sa- 
pindus, Zizyphus, etc., whose analogues are 
now found in Virginia, the Carolinas, etc.,— 
indicates by its constituents a mean tempera¬ 
ture of 10°' to 11°. 

The few mollusks and star-fishes, mostly 
found at Patoot, have been determined by the 
French paleontologist, dc Loriol. He con¬ 
siders them to be related to some of those 
described by Meek from the Fox Hill group. 
Steenstrup’s memoir on the geology of the 
localities where the plants have been found 
is precise and detailed. It is illustrated by a 
number of good sections. 

The work is accompanied by a map of the 
western coast of Greenland between 69° 15' 
and 72° 30' north latitude. 


THE CHESAPEAKE OYSTER-BEDS. 

Report on the oyster-beds of the James River } Virginia 
(etc). Coast-eurvey report for 1881. Appen¬ 
dix, no. 11. By Fbakcis Winslow, U.S.N. 
Washington, Government , 1882. 87 p. f 22 pi., 
3 maps. 4°. 

Among the various investigations of thelU.S. 
coast survey since its organization, the bear¬ 
ing of which is not confined to their geodetic, 
topographic, or hydrographic relations, the 
present publication is conspicuous. 

By direction of the late superintendent Pat¬ 
terson in 1878, an investigation of the oyster- 
reefs or nqtufal beds of the Chesapeake and 
vicinity was entered upon by Lieut, Winslow 
with the coast-survey schooner Palnaurus. 
The intention was to determine the limits of the 
beds, their hydrographic features, the nature 
of the natural and artificial changes which they 
undergo, and the present distribution of living 
oysters upon them. It was proposed to thor¬ 
oughly investigate a limited area, subsequent 
extension of the work to all the Chesapeake 
beds to be left for future decision. Under the 
term 4 Chesapeake * we include here not only 
the beds in the waters of the bay specifically 
so called, but those in the extensions of salt 
water from the bay into the various inlets, 
arms, rivers, etc., adjacent to and continuous 
with it. * 

Originally the oyster beds or ‘rocks/ as 
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they are not inappropriately termed by the 
fishermen, were patches of suitable ground 
upon which these bivalves had lived for ages, 
and, dying, left their shells to be overgrown 
by successive generations. Matted together 
by this living cement, the successive layers of* 
dead shells and associated debris gradually 
rose toward the surface, covered with dis¬ 
torted, misshapen bivalves in masses like those 
of the Floridian 1 coon oysters. 5 These beds 
were separated pretty sharply from the ad¬ 
jacent muddy bottoms, a differentiation which 
the vertical increase tended to intensify. 
Horizontal increase doubtless took place, but 
ver 3 T slowly. From an economical stand-point 
the oysters upon these beds were inferior on 
account of their inconvenient shape and exces¬ 
sive crowding. Among the various conflicting 
statements drawn out by investigations into 
the oyster-industry, one fact seems to be 
generally admitted by fishermen and by ex¬ 
perts ; namely, that a moderate amount of 
dredging over the original * oyster-rocks 5 was 
beneficial. This dredging extended the area 
of the beds, l 6 , bj T dragging the dead shells 
and 4 cultch 5 over upon adjacent muddy bot¬ 
toms, and placing it where new spat could settle 
and grow; and, 2°, by distributing the living 
oysters more sparsely over the ground, so that 
they had a chance to grow into regular and 
even shape and relatively larger size. It is 
recognized by dealers, — even when the dredg¬ 
ing has been carried on, as at present is the 
case in the Chesapeake, to a disastrous exteut, 
— that the fhw remaining oysters which are 
obtained are of largey size ana finer flavor than 
common. 

Since the trade in oysters began, the beds 
have undergone great changes in area and pro¬ 
ductiveness, until, at present, in two years, 
on certain beds, the product has diminished in 
the ratio of six to one, the market-price has 
nearly doubled, while the demand is constantly 
increasing. If it were not for supplies re¬ 
ceived {torn other sources, the oyster-eaters 
of cities about the Chesapeake would have to 
pay nesriy European, prices for their favorite 
shell-fish. 

It is true that there are numerous laws on 
the statute-books of Maryland and Virginia; 
that police steam-launches and men have been 
enlisted and a sort of war enacted, in time 
of peace, by state authorities, — all ostensibly 
in protection of the oyster-beds. Actually the 
laws are a dead letter; dredging is boldly car¬ 
ried on in dose time before the eyes of the 
* oyster police,’ without the offenders being 
molested;* and the only occasion for aotive 


measures arises when a Virginia dredger tres¬ 
passes in Maryland waters, or vice versa* 
Gore is then apparently in demand, but, in 
spite of vehement protestations, turns out 
almost as scarce as oysters. 

It was upon this state of thiugs that Lieut. 
Winslow entered, when he undertook this work 
without previous experience, or any knowledge 
of the biological questions involved, except 
such as might be gleaned from the valuable little 
work ,of Moebius on the North Sea fisheries 
of Europe. Many of the observations which 
he was directed to take, are, in the present 
state of our knowledge, productive of no 
definite result, though eventually they may 
prove very useful. Thus, observations of the 
specific gravity and temperature of the water 
at the bottom and surface, when the total 
depth was only a few feet, may be said to be 
almost absolutely fruitless. It is well known 
that our common oyster flourishes in water 
which varies at different seasons from the 
freezing-point to 80° F., and that similar differ¬ 
ences of specific gravity must occur between 
the extremes of its geographical range. Con¬ 
sequently the differences, in summer, of frac¬ 
tious of degrees of temperature in the water 
over oyster-beds, are of no consequence what¬ 
ever. What these changes of temperature 
may signify, when taken in connection with the 
act of spawning or the development of the 
embryo, is quite another question, purely bio¬ 
logical, and which can be properly treated only 
by a biological expert of high rank and long 
experience. 

The result of these superfluous observations 
and detailed description of each individual 
bed, even condensed as they are, as far as 
possible, by the author, is to overload the text 
with details of no interest, and thus to obscure 
to the reader the value of the investigation, the 
really interesting facts, and the merits of the 
investigator, which are neither few nor small. 
They will amply repay any one who has 
patience to wade through the mass of details, 
and pick out those of present value, of which 
there are many. Space forbids any attempt 
to summarize them. A large area of the beds 
was delineated, and the approximate number 
of marketable oysters upon them determined. 
Profiles of the beds were obtained in numerous 
instances, and the character of the subsoil, or 
bottom under the beds, determined as were the 
conditions of sedimentation. Nearly all the 
beds examined are described in detail. Valu¬ 
able biological data were obtained through the 
efforts of I)r. W. K. Brooks and Mr. H. J. 
Rice, most of which have been already made 
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public in other ways. Much information on 
the general topic was obtained by questioning 
the fishermen, whose replies, though biassed 
b} r self-interest, may be set oif against one 
another, and a residuum of useful facts ob¬ 
tained. 



yiG. 1 , — U)WXH SIDE Df TILB 1 CXHOBKD fUI/Y «-AUC». 2 . 
(Tvro-'rinwDa watpkal *u*b.) 


To our judgment, apart from the survey and 
delimitation of many oystef-beds, the most 
important results of this investigation are, 1°, 
the determination of the approximate quantity 
of oysters to the square yard over a great 
portion of the beds ; and, 2°, the data in regard 
to the rapidity of growth of the young mol- 
lusks as indicated by the tile-collectors, and 
the proportion of mortality among them from 
causes not yet fully explained. The deter¬ 
mination of the small mollusk Astyris, as an 
enemy of the infant oyster, though not con¬ 
clusive, is of interest, and, if finally confirmed, 
important. 

The determination of the number of oysters, 
though as a matter of course approximate 
only, is important as giving a point of com¬ 
parison by which future decrease may be 
measured by repeating the investigation in 
similar fashion. 


There is no doubt that in a comparatively 
limited time the majority of the Chesapeake 
beds will be practically destroyed, so far as 
producing oysters for a market is concerned. 
Some forty thousand people will have to seek 
employment in a different field. Probably, 
under the circumstances, this is tho best thing 
that could happen; for it is doubtful if any 
less drastic medicine would have the slightest 
effect on the population residing in the vicinity 
of the oyster-beds, who, in the face of all the 
facts, have persisted in setting themselves 
like flint against any modification or check 
on their career of destruction. The present 
observations on the growth and surviving per¬ 
centage of young oysters on the tile-collectors 
would have been much fuller and more valu¬ 
able, had not the oystennen cut the buoys 
adrift, stolen the thermometers and lines, and 
destroyed such collectors as they could reach 
unseen, with the stupid notion that some reser¬ 
vation of beds, or limitation of fishing, was 
to result from the investigation. Twenty-four 
bundles of tiles were set and buoyed between 
July 1 and 14, and by Aug. 1 all but one were 
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removed or destroyed. Fig. 1 represents 4 
portion of one of these tiles, which was placed 
in position July 9. Oa July 19, when first 
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examined, there were a few oysters upon it, 
but so small that a microscope was necessary 
to recognize them. On Aug. 2 it was again 
examined, and the tile of which a portion is 
figured was removed from the bundle. There 
were then from 26 to 348 young oysters on a 
tile; the total number upon the whole bundle 
was 1,506. 

The third examination was made Aug, 23, 
when it was found the oysters had increased 
very much in size and numbers. On the tiles 
remaining, there were 1,334 oysters. . A tile 
of which a portion is represented in fig. 2 
was then removed. On Oct. 10 the bundle was 
again examined. The oysters had decreased 
fifty-five per cent in numbers; but two-thirds 
of them were now over three-quarters of an 
inch, and two specimens over two inches 
long, though the shells were still extremely 


value of Lieut. Winslow’s work, the intel- 
ligence and assiduity with which it was carried 
on, and the wide field which awaits further 
investigation. 


THE PEBBLES OF SCHLESWIG-HOL¬ 
STEIN. 

Die sedimentUr-aeschiebe des provinz Schleswig-Hol¬ 
stein . Von Dr. 0. Gottschk. Als manuscript 
gedvuckt. Yokohama, Levy Salabelle, 1883. 
6+68 p M 2 maps. 8°. 

This treatise hy Dr. Gottsche, who is at 
present in Yedo, was an accepted thesis for 
admission to the position of private teacher 
at the Kiel university in 1880, printed pri¬ 
vately in German at Yokohama in 1883, aud 
seems to be a very painstaking and pretty 
thorough description of the pebbles, whether 
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delicate. Part of one of these tiles is repre¬ 
sented by fig. 3. 

It was thus determined, that in 1879 the at¬ 
tachment of the young oysters began about 
the middle of Jul} f , and continued about a 
month, as after Aug. 20 there were no signs of 
fresh attachments; that fully fifty per cent 
died from natural causes within six weeks, no 
traces of predacious moliusks being noticed 
on the dead shells, though the evidence on 
this point is imperfect; that, the attachments 
being far more profuse on the concave under 
side of the tiles, the spat just previously must 
be on or near the bottom, and must rise to 
attach themselves; lastly, that the rate of 
growth is much more rapid than had pre¬ 
viously been supposed, and may reach two 
inches in length in three months. Numerous 
other points of interest may be gleaned from 
the report, for which we have pot space. 
Enough has been said, however, to show the 


of rocks, minerals, or fossils (seventy-six 
kinds in all), found in four quaternary sedi¬ 
mentary beds at Kiel, with especial reference 
to the identification of their source, and is 
accompanied by two maps, — one showing 
with straight lines thirty directions in which 
such pebbles of the lowest bed appear to have 
been transported, and the other giving with 
similar lines the dissemination of three partic¬ 
ular kinds of rock in the same Baltic region. 
Many of the lines are only a couple of hundred 
miles long, but some are six hundred or more. 
The author himself points out that the pebbles 
have not by any means necessarily been car¬ 
ried along those straight lines; and the place 
of origin may not necessarily have been exact!}' 
at the points where identical rocks are only 
found at present. Nevertheless the lines show 
that thtf transfer has in general been from the 
north-east, north, or north-west, and never from 
the westward or southward of Kiel. Of course, 
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there need have been no more than two direo* 
tions of movement, south-westerly and south¬ 
easterly ; for the pebbles carried a part of their 
course in one direction may have been carried 
the rest of the way in the other, and so pro¬ 
duced any resultant direction between the two ; 
or materials carried by floating ice may have 
come in a far more crooked course (and the 
places of origin are all on the shores of the 
Baltic, or on streams flowing into it). The 
lower sedimentary bed, with only a couple of 
exceptions, contains, so far as now known, 
every kind of pebble found in the upper ones, 
so that no inferences can yet be drawn as to 
changes with time in the direction of trans¬ 
port. The main result would seem then to be, 
that the Kiel sediments have all come from 
more northern parts of the Baltic basin, and 


might have been carried chiefly by floating 
ice, without a climate bo very different from 
the present one. 

The author is highly to be commended for 
his liberality in printing his pamphlet of sixty- 
six large octavo pages at his own expense, and 
that, too, in a country where good European 
printing is particularly troublesome. The two 
maps might, perhaps, have been advantageously 
combined in one, if one of the two sets of lines 
had been of a different character (say, dotted 
or broken) or of another color; for the very 
object of cartographic representation is to show 
at one view as much as can possibly be dis¬ 
tinguished clearly of an} r given subject,—to as¬ 
semble for convenient comparison on one sheet 
as many as may be of the scattered facte of 
nature bearing upon any given point. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


ASTRONOMY. 

Spectra of oomets observed in 1881. — P. 

Tacchini discusses the varying appearances presented 
by the spectra of the comets b and c 1881, and ac¬ 
companies his remarks with an extensive series of 
nearly forty lithographed drawings illustrating the 
changes which occurred. These changes, for the 
most part, consist merely in variations of the bright¬ 
ness and diffusion of the observed bands, and not in 
any alterations of position. He gives also a single 
figure of the spectrum of Encke’s comet, observed 
the same year, and a set of twenty drawings of the 
comets (b and c) themselves. The paper, with its 
accompanying plates, constitutes an important col¬ 
lection of observed data; and some slight discre¬ 
pancies between these representations and those of 
other observers raise interesting questions. — {Mem, 
soft, spettr, ifcat.) a. a. y. [263 

Uranus.— Within the last few months, considera¬ 
ble attention has been paid to this planet, and a 
number of series of observations upon it have been 
published, Safari k {Astr. nachr ., 2505), Meyer 
(Astr, nachr, , 2524), and Schiaparelli {AHr, nachr ., 
2520), all present the results of their measures made 
for the purpose of determining its diameter and 
ellipticity. The observations of Schiaparelli are the 
most numerous and complete. He finds for the 
equatorial diameter of the planet 8".911, and, for 
the polar, 3".555 (both reduced to the mean distance 
19.1820). This gives the ellipticity of the planet 
A, nearly the same as that of Saturn. He also re¬ 
ports the existence, upon the phuiet’s disk, of spots 
and changes of color, too faint, however, to admit of 
delineation by means of a telescope of only eight 
inches aperture. In fact, to have seen them at all 
with such an instrument is a most remarkaftle evi¬ 
dence of the wonderful clearness of the Italian sky. 


The writer of this notice also made a series of 
observations upon the same object, in May and June, 
with the twenty-three inch equatorial of the Prince¬ 
ton observatory. Markings upon the planet’s disk 
were unmistakably visible as belts resembling those 
of Jupiter and Saturn. The equatorial diameter 
determined by the writer’s measures is 4".280, and 
the polar, 3".074, giving an ellipticity of A* MSdler, 
in 1843, ootained 4".304 and 3". 869 for the two 
diameters, and an ellipticity of There can no 
longer be any doubt that the planet has a rapid 
rotation nearly in the plane of the satellite-orbits. — 
c. A. Y, [264 

MATHEMATICS. 

Perimeter of the ellipse. — Mr. Thomas Muir, 
referring to a recent article by M. Mansion, infers that 
the following formula, which he has known for some 
time, for calculating approximately the perimeter of 
an ellipse, has not yet been published. Denoting as 
usual by a and b the semi-axes of the ellipse, the 
expression for the perimeter is 

. 

N 2 > 

or, the perimeter qf an ellipse is approximately equal 
to the perimeter qf a circle whose radius is the semir 
cubic mean between the eemi-axes qf the ellipse , — 
{Mess, matA, xii. no. 30.) T. o. [265 

Calculus of variations. — The general problem 
of the calculus of variations Is to And the variation 
of an n-tuple integral of a function of n independ¬ 
ent variables, and of depending also upon a number 
of arbitrary functions of these variables, together 
with the differential coefficients of the functions. 
M. Flcart In his paper, which he entitles Theorie nou- 
oeWe du calcul des nariations t confines his attention 
to a triple integral containing only one arbitrary 
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function, and solves several of tbe wore fundamen¬ 
tal problems connected with the determination under 
various conditions of the variation of the integral. In 
particular, he shows how the problem of relative maxi¬ 
ma or minima can be conducted to that of absolute 
maxima or minima. — [ Nouv . cum. math,, Feb.) t. c* 

[366 

PHYSICS. 

( Photography ,) 

Photographing Relohenbaoh'a flames.—The 
question of the actual existence of these flames, sur¬ 
rounding the poles of powerful magnets, has again 
been brought up for discussion*in scientific circles. 
Numerous persons have claimed to be able to see 
them, and some even to be able to distinguish be¬ 
tween the poles and the color of the flames. Ret- 
chenbach himself attempted to photograph them by 
the daguerrotype process, put was apparently dis¬ 
satisfied with the results he obtained. Mr, William 
Brooks has taken the matter up, and thinks he has 
obtained actual impressions of the flames, by means 
of photography, on sensitive dry plates prepared 
especially for the purpose. In total darkness a per¬ 
forated blackened card was placed one-eighth of an 
Inch above the poles of a permanent horseshoe- 
magnet, and a sensitive plate placed an eighth of an 
Inch above the card. With five minutes exposure he 
obtained a result; and this was repeated many times, 
the most remarkable thing being, that sometimes 
he obtained a positive and sometimes a negative 
image, under precisely the same conditions. Another 
curious effect obtained was, that some printed matter, 
which was under the wash of Indian ink used to 
blacken the card, was perfectly readable when the 
plate was developed. This latter result, however, 
was obtained on only one occasion. He also suc¬ 
ceeded in obtaining prints through a glass plate on 
which were painted figures in black varnish. This 
was contrary to the experience of Reichenbach, 
who considered that the rays were not transmitted 
through glass. — w. H, p. [267 

Hydrokinone. — Of this new developer, first in¬ 
troduced by Capt. Abney, Mr. Charles Ehrmann says, 
M The best results I have obtained with ten grains 
of hydrokinone to eight ounces of water, and caustic 
ammonia (1 to 7) added gradually as the develop¬ 
ment progressed. The negatives are of a non-actinic 
color, similar in tone to one slightly intensified with 
uranium and prussiate of potash; therefore the devel¬ 
opment need not be carried on very far, thus preserv¬ 
ing all finer modulations. An Injudicious amount 
of alkali will produce green fog.” — {Phot, times, 
July.) 

Of this same developer, Mr. Edwin Banks claims 
that it is much more powerful than pyro, and that it 
will bring out a fully developed picture with at least 
half the exposure that is necessary when pyro is em¬ 
ployed. At first sight this seems strange, when it is 
observed how much more powerfully the latterabsorbs 
oxygen; but the explanation probably lies in the fact 
that hydrokinone is more gradual in its action, and 
has a greater selective power, than pyro. With a 
collodio-bromide film, for instance, which is not so 


much protected from chemical action as one of gela¬ 
tine, pyrogalllc acts with such energy when mixed 
with an alkali, that the whole film is reduced imme¬ 
diately, and no image, or only a faint one enveloped 
In fog, appears: hence a powerful restrainer must be 
used to keep this action within bounds. A soluble 
bromide, which Is the salt commonly used, has this 
effect, but, unfortunately, at the same time partially 
undoes the work which the light has done, rendering 
It necessary to give a longer exposure. But with hy¬ 
drokinone no restrainer is necessary, unless a great 
error in exposure has been made. It does Us work 
rapicfly and cleanly, in this respect resembling ferrous 
oxalate. It does not discolor during development so 
much as pyro, and consequently does not stain the film 
so much, whiUt full printing vigor is very easily 
obtained without having to resort to intensification. 
The color and general appearance of the negative are 
more like those of a wet plate, since the shadows 
remain quite clear, and free from fog. It seems 
almost impossible to fog a plate with it. One grain 
of hydrokinone to the ounce is strong enough for 
most purposes. With some samples of hard gelatine 
it is advisable to use two; but with most kinds and 
with collodion, one grain is sufficient. Two or three 
drops of a saturated solution of washing-soda to the 
ounce of the hydrokinone solution rapidly develops 
the image, and the addition of a few drops more to 
complete development is all that is needed. A 
soluble bromide acts very powerfully as a retarder 
and restrainer. With a mere trace added, develop¬ 
ment is very much slower. — {Jiril, journ. phot. r 
July <3.) w. h. p. [268 

ENGINEERING. 

Sources of error In spirit-levelling. — Precise 
levelling in this country has been done by the U.S. 
lake survey, which has determined the elevation of 
all the great lakes with a probable error of less than 
one foot; by the coast and geodetic survey, which is 
carrying a line of levels across the continent from 
Chesapeake Bay to San Francisco; and by the Mis¬ 
sissippi River commission, which has a line from the 
Gulf as far north as central Iowa, to be connected with 
Lake Michigan, and thence with tlio sea-level at New 
York. Mr. J. B. Johnson has been connected with 
some nine hundred miles of this work, and discusses 
the sources of error. He first classifies errors into com¬ 
pensating and cumulative. Then he treats them as, 
1°, errors of observation, in the instrument or in the 
rod; 2°, errors from instrumental adjustment; 3°, 
errors from unstable supports; 4°, atmospheric errors, 
from wind, from tremulousness of the air caused by 
difference of temperature, and from variable refrac¬ 
tion. He concludes, that, with good instruments and 
proper care, thirty miles of line should he duplicated a 
month with one Y-level and a target-rod, and all 
discrepancies brought within five-hundredths of a 
foot into the square root of the distance in miles; or 
with the U. S. precise levels and speaking-rods, read¬ 
ing tllree horizontal wires, one Instrument should 
bring tbe discrepancies within two-hundredths of a 
foot into the square root of the distance in miles. 



446 


SCIENCE. 


[You H., NO. 84. 


The Mississippi River levels have been well within this 
limit. — (Jottm. assoc, eng. soc., March.) o. e. o, 

[269 

GEOLOGY. 

Lithology. 

Gold In limestone. — According to Prof. G. A, 
Schaeffer, gold occurs in a ferruginous cretaceous lime¬ 
stone from Williamson county, Tex. This rock lies 
near the surface, and fifty-two samples procured in 
situ by him averaged $15.20. Twenty contained no 
gold, while thirty-two assayed from $1.00 up to $251.50 
per ton. He regards the gold as having originally 
existed in the limestone In pyrlte, which has since 
been removed and the gold locally concentrated. — 
(Trans. Amer . inst. min. eng. f Boston meeting .) 
M. k, w. [270 

The Ottendorf basalt. — Rudolf Seharizor dis¬ 
cusses the occurrence, microscopic and chemical com¬ 
position, of this Silesian (Austria) basalt, its alteration, 
and contact phenomena with the grauwake-sand¬ 
stone. The paper is quite full of chemical analyses. 
Olivine, somewhat serpentlnized, is the predominat¬ 
ing mineral, enclosed in a ground-mass of augite, 
magnetite, blotlte, anorthite, nephellne, etc. The 
chemical analysis Indicates that the rock is closely 
allied to the peridot!tea, If it does not belong to them. 
**"■ {Jahrb. yeol, reich ., xxxli. 47l.) 

The same journal contains an extended paper by 
Messrs. Teller and John, on the geological and litho¬ 
logical characters of the diorltic rocks of Klausen in 
the South Tyrol, a series of very diverse rocks in- 
cluding gabbros or norites. — {Tbid., 589.) m. k. w. 
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METEOROLOGY. 

The rain-storm in Ontario on July 10. — The 

Canadian meteorological service has made a special 
investigation of this storm, which caused such un¬ 
usual destruction in the vicinity of London, Ontario. 
Observations from over one hundred observers were 
received and studied. The isobaric Curves show only 
such undulations as generally accompany showers 
ami thunder-storms in the summer season; and there 
was nothing in the maps to warrant the expectation 
of any storm, beyond the * local showers ’ which were 
officially predicted, and which occurred in other parts 
of Ontario. The fluctuations in barometric pressure 
wore hardly appreciable, ami there was but little 
wind. Indeed, the only peculiarity of the storm was 
the unaccountable and unexpected precipitation, 
which exceeded four inches where the maximum 
occurred. This amount was recorded In an elliptical 
area of country, extending in a direction about north¬ 
west and south-east, and covering a territory of about 
twenty by fifty miles. The devastation at London 
was due to the fact that the two branches of the 
Thames River, which there unite, approach from 
nearly contrary directions, the river flowing away 
nearly at right angles to the brandies. The question 
is therefore raised, whether it would not be advisable 
to divert one of the branches, that it may meqt the 
other at an acute angle, and thus lessen the prob¬ 
ability of a repetition of the catastrophe. The need 


of an increased number of rainfall observers is 
pointed out, that means may be afforded for exten¬ 
sive study Into the little-known subject of the course 
and causes of local rains. — {Can. wea th. ret;., July.) 
W. U, [272 

GEOGRAPHY, 


(Afpina.) 

Asoent of Indr&pura, Sumatra. — An account is 
recently published of the persevering and first suc¬ 
cessful attempt of Yeth and Yan Hassclt, several 
years ago (1877), to ascend this highest of the Suma¬ 
tran volcanoes, They had to choose a way through 
the dense forest of <he lower slopes, and over the 
sharp, loose rocks nearer the summit; and sudden 
heavy rains caused them-much delay, so that eight 
days were spent in reaching the highest point, 
although the rim of the crater was gained a day ear¬ 
lier. Elephant-tracks were not found above 1,500 
met., rhinoceros-tracks not above 2,fi00 ; but wild 
goats had been on the very summit. Above 2,500 
met., large trees were absent; and above 3,000 only a 
few plants had found place to grow on the naked vol¬ 
canic rocks. The barometer read 482.4 mm., and 
the thermometer, 8° C., corresponding to a height of 
about 5,700 metres. The surrounding country had 
the appoarance of a uniform forest wilderness, occa¬ 
sionally broken by volcanic peaks and ranges, and 
showing a cultivated region by its lighter color in the 
distance near the coast. A deep crater lay within the 
sharp, ragged walls ; several streams ran down to a 
pool at the bottom, a thousand metres below the rim, 
whence sulphurous vapors and clouds of steam rose 
into the great caldron. The volcano was in eruption 
in 1842, when described by Junghuhn. The descent 
was accomplished without serious difficulties.— 
[Deutsche geogr. bldtter f vl. 1883, 130.) w. m. d. 
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Bolivian rivers. — On the occasion of I)r, E. R. 
Heath’s account of his exploration of the Beni and 
other rivers flowing from the Andes north-eastward 
to the Amazon system, Mr. C. R. Markham, secretary 
of the Royal geographical society, gave a general 
description of, the region, part of which he had 
visited in 1853. The mountains in which the rivers 


rise are part of the eastern range of the Andes, 
rising into great peaks like Illimani and Illampu, to 
a height exceeding 21,000 feet, with fosslllferous Silu¬ 
rian rocks up to their summits. To the west is 
the great interior plateau of the Titicaca basin; to the 
east, the rivers descend, bearing gold gravels to the 
great plains, covered with unbroken forest. This 
eastern region has been very little explored; and the 
india-rubber and cinchona bark gathered about the 
upper streams are carried westward over the moun¬ 


tains to the Pacific ports, rather than down the rivers 
to the Amazon and the Atlantic. Markham sketches 


the history of exploration here from the time of the 
Inca expedition In the fifteenth century to the expe¬ 
ditions of Maldonado down the Amarumayu in 1606, 
aud Heath down the Beni In 1880; these being the 
only travellers who have followed the rivers down to 
their junction. Hr* Heath mapped the whole course 
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of tlie Beni with great care, taking astronomical 
observations, and measuring the width, depth, and 
velocity of the water. On reaching the Madeira, as 
the river is called below the junction of tiie Beni and 
Mamord, he ascended the latter to Exftltacion, and 
then followed Yacurna, and crossed the country be¬ 
yond Its source to Keyes again on the Beni, where 
his return was celebrated by a public reception and a 
special mass. The people hero were greatly excited 
over his report on the number of rubber-trees in the 
country he had passed through; and from 185 men 
engaged in collecting 104,000 pounds of rubber in 1880, 
the number increased to 044 in four months, and must 
now reach one or two thousand. From Reyes he 
ascended the Beni to La Paz. HU report is very 
brief, and contains little beyond an itinerary ; rapids 
and rocks are occasionally mentioned, and a few 
lakes were passed, but there is no material given 
toward a physical description of the country.— (Proc. 
ray. geoyr. v. 1883, 313, map. (I)r, Heath’s paper 
is also given in the Pull. Amcr. geoyr. hoc ., 1882, 
no. 3,]) w. M. i>, 1274 

BOTANY. 

American smuts. — Farlow, in some notes on Us- 
tllaglneae, gives the first account of American Kntylo- 
mata, his list Including eight species, one only of 
which appears under another genus in earlier lists. 
Four of these aro, for the present, described as new, 
though two may prove to be identical with species 
growing on the same host genera, in other countries. 
One is doubtfujly considered to be a form of a Euro¬ 
pean species; the balance occur also in the old world. 
Two American species of Cornu’s new genus Doas- 
sansla — D. Farlowii Cornu and D, epilobii Farlow— 
are recorded; the former In the ovaries of Potamoge- 
ton, the latter in leaves of Epilobium. — (Hot. gazette , 
Aug.) w. T. (275 

Fertilisation of Leptospermum. — In a fourth 
paper on the indigenous plants of Sydney, E. Havi- 
land considers the structure of the reproductive organs 
of this genus and its mode of fertilization. Cross-fer¬ 
tilization is regarded as probably the rule, brought 
about, 1°, by the difference in the times of maturing 
of the anthers and stigma; and, 2°, by changes in 
their relative positions. — {lAnn. hoc, N, 8 . I Valet; 
meeting June 27.) [276 

ZOOLOGY. 

Kolluiks. 

Aatarte triquetra Conrad. — This minute and 
peculiar shell, recently rediscovered by Mr. Hemp* 
hill in Florida, but described by Conrad more than 
thirty years ago, proves to be a new form, Calllclstro- 
nia, perhaps related to Tlvela, with a small sinus in 
the palU&l line, two large cardinal teeth in one valve, 
and one in the other. It Is viviparous. More than 
fifty young ones were found in a single specimen, re¬ 
calling the habit of Psephls. — w. h. d. [277 

Anatomy of Urocyclua.—Dr. Paul Fischer has 
examined the soft parts of Urocyclus longieauda F, 
from Madagascar. The digestive tract resembles that 
of Parmacella and Limax. There is a large mucus- 
vesicle analogous to the vestibular prostate in Parma- 
cella, Tennentla, and Ariophanta. Otherwise the 


reproductive organs resemble those of Helicarion, 
and a slug described in detail by Keferstein under 
the name of Parmarion in 1866, and which proves to 
be a true Urocyclus. This genus is African, while 
Parmarion is of Asiatic and East-lndian distribution, 
Urocyclus has an oxyguathous arcuate jaw, a rha- 
ehidlan, thirty-nine lateral and thirteen uncinal teeth 
in one hundred and twenty-five rows. Dendrolimax 
of Heynemann appears to differ from Urocyclus 
merely in the absence of the mucus-vesicle, and will 
fall Into synonymy. — { Journ. de conchy l. t xxil. 4.) 
w. H. x>. • [278 

* VERTEBRATES. 

Reptiles. 

Nerve - endings in the caudal skin of tad¬ 
poles.—The epidermis of the skin of tadpoles has 
two layers of cells. In the deeper cells, on the tail, 
appear peculiar bodies, first, seen by Eberth (rirc/i. 
mlkros, anat.., ii. IK)) and Leydig ( Fortsrhr. naturf. 
yes. Balle t 1870, taf. ix. fig. 32). The latter compared 
the bodies in question with the nettles of lasso-cells, 
giving to the cells containing the bodies the strange 
name of 1 byssuszeUen.’ Ffltzner [Morph, jahrb. vii. 
727) showed that these bodies arc united with nerve- 
filaments, every one of the cells being so supplied. 
The nerves of the skin had been studied by Eberth 
(l.c.) and Hansen ( Virchow's arch., xxxl. 51 ; Arch, 
mikros , anat. t iv., 11). Canini and Gaule have studied 
the subject afresh, rectifying and supplementing the 
previous writers. The bodies in the basal epidermal 
cells appear as thick rods curved into bizarre and 
varying shapes. Each is connected with a nerve-fila¬ 
ment (sometimes, hut not always, as maintained by 
Pfitzuer, two filaments run to one cell). The filaments 
descend through the gelatinous corium (cutis), to 
unite just below with a thick nucleated network of 
threads, which, from their reactions, are regarded as 
nervous tissue, and distinct from the cojacent plexus 
of connective-tissue corpuscles. This network, again, 
is connected with a deeper-lying, coarser plexus, cor¬ 
responding to Ranvier’s plexus fondamentale. These 
peculiar end-organs are not found, except in the tail: 
they are probably sensory, but Gaule hesitates to 
deny Lcydig’s interpretation. — {Arch, anat . physiol., 
physiol, abth., 1883, 149.) c. s. m. [279 

Birds. 

Xenicidae, a new family. — On dissection of a 
specimen of Xenicus longipes and one of Acanthositta 
chloris, Mr. Forbes found the syrinx to be strictly 
mesomyodlan. On account of this, the long tenth 
primary and the non-bilaminate tarsus, the birds are 
removed from the vicinity of Sittn as a family, Xen- 
icidae, of non-oscinine Passeres In the vicinity of 
the Pittidao. — (Proc. tool. hoc. Land ., 1882, 660.) 
J. A. j. [200 

Anatomy of the todiea. — Aftor a careful exami¬ 
nation of the structure of this group, Mr. Forbes con¬ 
cludes that the todies are an isolated form of anomal- 
ogonatous birds, with no clear affinity to any living 
group,, He therefore proposes to raise them to the 
group Todlformes, equivalent to the Passerl, or Pld- 
forraes,— {Proc. zoU.soc. Lond., 1882, 443.) j, a. j. 

[281 
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low brick annex. The large north room (00 x 28 ft,) 
on the first floor of the main institute building (the 
Rogers Building), with its admirable light and its 
many facilities, will be devoted to the purposes of the 
natural-history course, and will be fitted up with ap¬ 
propriate apparatus and instruments. Within a short 
time, it is also anticipated that a room In the base¬ 
ment (being one of those now occupied by the chemical 
or by the metallurgical department) will be available 
for use in dissections and in the coarser work of a 
biological laboratory. 

Dr, W. T, Sedgwick, a graduate of the Sheffield 
scientific school, and recently connected with the 
biological department of the Johns Hopkins univer¬ 
sity, having been appointed assistant professor of 
biology, will assume charge of the biological labora¬ 
tory at the opening of the next school year, and will 
give the instruction In physiology, botany, and general 
biology, now provided for in the regular courses of the 
institute, especially in the so-called natural-history 
course, as well as take charge of the work of special 
students in these branches. 

The instruction given in geology by Professor Niles, 
and In zoblogy and paleontology by Professor Hyatt, 
will be continued. Mr. W. O. Crosby has been ap¬ 
pointed assistant professor of mineralogy and lith¬ 
ology, and will hereafter give, throughout the school 
year, the instruction which lias heretofore been 
confined to a single term. The advantages of the 
extension of the chemical and physical laboratories, 
abundantly provided for in the new building of the 
institute, will be enjoyed by the students of the natu¬ 
ral-history course, in common with those of the other 
regular courses. 

In view of the foregoing enlargement of facilities 
and opportunities for study and research in the 
branches especially embraced in this course, it is rec¬ 
ommended to students looking forward either to be¬ 
coming naturalists, or to the subsequent study and 
practice of medicine. 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

The comet recently detected by W. R. Brooks at 
Phelps, N.Y., has become an object of unusual In¬ 
terest since its identification with the comet of 1812, 
the return of which lias been anticipated about 
this time. Mr. Brooks first noticed the comet as a 
suspicious object on the night of Sept. 1, and di¬ 
rected the attention of astronomers to it, after a 
second observation. During the first half of Septem¬ 
ber it was repeatedly observed at various places; but 
its great distance and consequently slow movement 
made it difficult to obtain trustworthy approxima¬ 
tions to its orbit, and thus delayed the recognition of 
its character. Its identity with the comet of 1812 
was first announced, so far as we are informed at 
present, by the Rev. George M. Searle of New York, 
In a letter published on Sept. 18. A communication 
from him to Harvard college observatory, with which 
he was formerly connected, was received there on 
the morning of Sept. 20, and contained a statement 
of the process by which he reached the interesting 


conclusion previously announced. This consisted in 
determining, from the positions of the Brooks comet, 
the corresponding points of intersection with Encke’s 
orbit of 3812; the result for the time of perihelion 
passage being 1884, Jan., 25.17, and the longitude of 
the perihelion being closely accordant with that given 
by Encke. 

Professor Boss of the Dudley observatory, as will 
bo seen on an earlier page, arrived independently at 
tho some conclusion by computing parabolic elements 
from observations of Sept. 6, 9, and 18, which exhib¬ 
ited a close similarity with those of the orbit of 
1812. The circular which ho has issued upon the 
subject states that he communicated his result to tho 
associated press on tho evening of Sept. 19. 

The communication of Father Searlo to Harvard 
college observatory, already mentioned, induced Mr. 
Chandler to examine the question, with the aid of the 
most recent observations. The result was to furnish 
further confirmation of the asserted identity; and 
the positions obtained at the observatory as late as 
Sept. 22 make it still more evident. The difference 
between the observed place and that resulting from 
the orbit of 18(2, as corrected by the recent publica¬ 
tion of Schulhof and Bossert, but with the time of 
perihelion passage assumed as 1884, Jan., 25.780, is as 
follows; — 

Diff. R.A.-CM. (O-O.) 

“ Deck-+-(10". 

This agreement is entirely within the uncertainty 
of the orbit of 1812, from the old observations. 

The comet has also exhibited phenomena of great 
interest in regard to the development of its structure 
by its approach to the sun. When first observed this 
year, it was a very faint and small nebulous object, 
but the appearance of a stellar nucleus was noted at 
Harvard college observatory by Mr Wendell on Sept. 
3. The nucleus was afterwards less distinct. This 
may have been due to unfavorable conditions of ob¬ 
servation, or it may possibly indicate a preliminary 
series of changes like those which the comet has just 
exhibited. On Sept. 21, as seen at Harvard college 
observatory, the comet was still very faint. A slight 
condensation at one place could be seen with the large 
equatorial,' but this could hardly be called stellar. 
The next night, Sept. 22, the appearance of the comet 
had so completely changed that it was difficult to 
believe it the same object previously seen. It now re¬ 
sembled a star nearly as bright as one of the eighth 
magnitude. Very little nebulosity could be detected 
about it, but some was seen early in the evening, 
while the comet was sufficiently high in tho sky. 
During the evening it appeared to be gaining percep¬ 
tibly in brightness. The next night, Sept, 23, it was 
seen at times between clouds, and was found to have 
again changed Us appearance. It was now oven 
brighter than before (although still slightly inferior 
to a star of the eighth magnitude), but it had lost 
its stellar appearance, and had become blurred, re¬ 
gaining the ordinary character of a cometic nucleus. 
Traces of the development of a tall Were also percep¬ 
tible. The rapidity of this series of changes is teiy 
unusual, if not unexampled. 
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The comet will doubtless become visible to the lin¬ 
ked eye, and will prove an interesting object, although 
It cannot at present be confidently expected to rival 
the fine comet# of recent years in apparent dimen¬ 
sion# and brilliancy. 

— Nordenskiold baa returned from his exploration 
of the interior of Greenland, without fully effecting 
his purpose. From the contradictory reports that 
have been published by the daily press, we gather 
that he entered the Interior from Auleileivlk Bay, 
near Disco Island, and himself penetrated to the 
distance of nearly ninety miles, when the snow be¬ 
came too soft for sledges. His Laplanders pushed 
much farther on snow-shoes, or about half way across 
the continent, if they took a direct easterly course, 
of which we are not assured. On the east coast his 
vessel subsequently pushed as far northward as Cape 
Dan, but was prevented from making its way farther 
northward by the ice. 

— The first of the authoritative publications of the 
International fisheries exhibition contains an excel¬ 
lent account, by G. Brown Goode, of the fishery in¬ 
dustries of the Unit-eel States, both historical and 
statistical, including all the marine products that are 
derived from the animal and vegetable life of the seas, 
as well as a careful though condensed account of the 
labors of the federal fish commission. 

— Professor Simon Newcomb, U. S. Navy, superin¬ 
tendent of the American ephemeris and Nautical 
almanac , Washington, and Dr. Benjamin Apthorp 
Gould, director of the National observatory At Cor¬ 
doba, Argentine Republic, have been elected corre¬ 
sponding members of the Berlin Akademie der icfa- 
eenechnftcn. 

— According to Nature , the balloon of the Paris 
observatory has been in working order for some 
weeks. Its capacity being only sixty cubic metres, 
it was found difficult to use it, except in calm weath¬ 
er. The motions of the registering apparatus are an 
obstacle to correct readings. The experiments, con¬ 
ducted by Admiral Mouchez, are stated to be only 
preliminary to further aerostatical experiments. The 
subject is quite new, scientific ballooning being only 
In Us Infancy; and It is only by gradual Investigation 
that the extent of the services it can render to sci¬ 
ence can be ascertained. 

— Professor P. Denza discusses In the Comptee ren- 
dus the question of the connection between eclipses 
and terrestrial magnetism. From the time of the 
total solar eclipse of Dec* 22, 1870, regular observa¬ 
tions of magnetic declination have been made at the 
observatory of Moncalleri during the progress of all 
eclipses of the sun, as well as some eclipses of the 
moon. The needle has been observed at Intervals of 
only a few minutes on such occasions; aud the entire 
series of observations extends through twenty eclipses, 
the last being the Egyptian solar eclipse of May 17, 
1882, His discussion indicates no connection be¬ 
tween the amount of magnetic disturbance and the 
magnitude of solar eclipses; and in general it may 
be regarded as established from his investigation, that 
the passage of the moon between the earth and the 
sun in eclipses of the latter, and the passage of the 


moon through the shadow of the earth In eclipses of 
the former, have no Influence whatever upon terres¬ 
trial magnetism. 

— The Illustriste zeitung reports that the fossil re¬ 
mains of several iguanodons have been found at Ber- 
uip&rt, in Belgium. The skeleton of one of these 
fossil monsters has been carefully put together, and 
removed to the Natural history museum at Brussels, 
where a special case has been made for It, and placed 
in the courtyard, no convenient space being found 
inside, The same journal reports the discovery of 
the remains of animals of the bronze age, made 
during the extension of the fortification# of Spaudau. 
Among other things were the bones of a specie# of 
dog, the leg-bone of a gigantic horse, and the bones 
of a small species of pig, somewhat like the present 
Indian one. The remains have been examined by 
Professor Nehrlng, who also discovered the remains 
of a small-limbed goat and of a sheep. 

— Mr. Winslow Upton, of the IJ. S. signal office at 
Washington, has been elected professor of astronomy 
at Brown university, Providence, K.I. It i# under¬ 
stood that his acceptance of the position is conditional 
upon the erection of an astronomical observatory 
which the college authorities have under considera¬ 
tion. 

— Professor Piazzi Smyth has published hi# view# 
upon the subject of a prime meridian for the whole 
world. They furnish an excellent illustration of the 
fact that a man’s peculiar opinions on any one sub¬ 
ject may warp his judgment upon matters wholly 
removed from it. He advocates tho adoption of the 
meridian of the Great pyramid, because it “ passes 
over solid, habitable, and for ages inhabited, land 
through nearly the whole of it# course from north to 
south. Its line is capable, therefore, of being laid 
out along almost all that distance by trigonometrical 
measurement, and marked by masonried station-sig¬ 
nals.” Among other equally cogent argument# are 
the statements that the pyramid “ dates from before 
all human written history, all known architecture, 
all living architecture; ” that “ its meridian divides 
the lands and numbers of the people of the earth 
much more nearly than any other;” and that it 
passes not very far from Jerusalem, near which the 
prime meridian of the world ought to be located by 
Christian people. 

The last idea i# .developed more fully by M. du 
Caillaud, who has addressed a letter to the president 
of the Paris geographical society, urging the adop¬ 
tion of the meridian of Bethlehem, tints harmoniz¬ 
ing the longitude reckoning with the customary 
method of numbering the years from the birth of 
Christ. 

— At Wabash college, Crawfordsvillc, Ind., a new 
laboratory Is iu process of erection, which is to be de¬ 
voted entirely to biological work. One room, 50 x iOO 
feet, with balcony and side-aisles, will contain the 
general collection of many thousand specimens; a 
second room will contain the herbarium of twenty 
thousand species; and a third will be devoted to other 
collections. Special students are directed to the 
fact that the collection of crinoids from the Keokuk 
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beds fn tbe vicinity Is complete, and that botanical 
material ia on hand in great abundance for consulta¬ 
tion. There will be three laboratories provided with 
every needed appliance, —one for general botanical 
work, tbe second for zoological work, the third for 
special work with compound microscopes. The last 
laboratory, In particular, is to be devoted exclusively 
to original research. 

— Frederick A. Fomald, in criticising, in the Sep¬ 
tember Century , Mr, A. Melville Bell’s paper in 
Science for June 1, objects to the forms of the visi¬ 
ble-speech letters which Mr. Bell would employ as 
symbols for the six consonant sounds in our lan¬ 
guage which have no proper letters to represent 
them, and suggests the discarding from their pres¬ 
ent use in our alphabet of the duplicated symbols q, 
x, and c, and using them instead for the sounds 
represented by ng, zh, and cA. “ Perhaps it will be 
decided to replace u? and y by vowels, as in Frankliu’s 
scheme; if so, these, with one Anglo-Saxon letter, 
alredy lookt upon with favor, would make up the 
six lacking consonants, 1 ’ To this suggestion it may 
be objected, that the use of familiar letters in an un¬ 
familiar sense would be a source of constant confu¬ 
sion. For example, we should have to read cat and 
coke as chat and choke, pleaxure as pleasure, roux as 
rouge, slg as sing, etc. The alterations of spelling, 
too, would be seriously numerous; as in siks for six , 
ogzist for exist, kueen for queen, kuite for quite , 
etc. The use of the Anglo-Saxon p and 6 for the 
two sounds of th would certainly be an improvement 
on present practice; hut the writing of to (in wap) 
and y (In yea ) as vowels would be altogether wrong, 
as these sounds are demonstrably not vowels, but 
consonants. Wh, also, is a true consonant, — the 
non-vocal correspondent of w, — and has not, as al¬ 
leged, the sound of hoo. If wh had this sound, the 
sentence, “I saw the man whet the knife,” would 
not be —as It is —unmistakably distinct from “I 
saw the man who ate the knife.” Ch (in chair) is 
not, as alleged, a simple consonant, but a compound 
consisting of a shut position of the tongue (t), fol¬ 
lowed by a hiss (sA) ; and either the silent position 
or the hiss may be prolonged ad libitum. 

*‘ Even $uch a man, no woe-begone,” etc. 

Give due lingering emphasis to the word * such/ In 
the above quotation, and the compound character of 
the ch — misunderstood by many writers — will be 
apparent. Tbe letter c should consistently stand for 
«A, not cA, in Mr. Fernald’s proposition; but, if a 
better method of completing our alphabet cannot be 
adopted, by all means rather let the ABC remain 
as it is. 

— Le Temps baa published tbe following direc¬ 
tions by Pasteur to those exposed to the contagion of 
cholera. 

The precautions to be taken, indicated to the mem¬ 
bers of tbe French cholera commission, all relate to 
the case when it is necessary to guard against the 
excessive causes of contagion. * 

1°. Do not use the potable water of the locality, 
when the commission enters on its investigations, 


without having first boiled the water, and, after it 
has cooled, shaken ft for some minutes (two or 
three minutes are sufficient) in a bottle half full and 
corked. 

One may use the waters of the locality, provided 
one draws them at a spring, In vessels which have 
been purified by exposing them to a temperature of 
160° C., or, better, to a higher heat, One can advan¬ 
tageously employ natural mineral waters. 

2°. Use wine which has been heated in bottles 
some 60° to 60°, and drink from glasses likewise 
purified. 

3°. Only make use of food thoroughly boiled, or of 
fruits well washed with water which has been boiled, 
and which has boon kept in the same vessels in 
which it was boiled, or which has been transferred 
from these vessels to others disinfected by heat 

4°. The bread used should be cut in thin slices, and 
kept at a temperature of 150° C. for twenty minutes 
or more. 

5°. All vessels used for food should be exposed to 
a temperature of 150° C. or more. 

6°. Bed linen and towels should bo plunged in boil¬ 
ing water, and dried. 

7°, Water for washing should be boiled, and have 
added to it, after cooling, one five-hundredth part 
of thymic acid (one litre of dilute alcohol for two 
grams of acid) and one-fiftieth part of phenic acid 
(one litre of water for twenty grams of acid). 

8°. Wash the hands and body often during the day 
with the boiled water to which the thymic or phenic 
acid has been added. 

9°. It is only in case one has to handle the bodies 
of those who have died from cholera, or the clothes 
and linen soiled with their discharges, that it is neces¬ 
sary to cover the mouth and nostrils with a mask, 
formed of two pieces of fine wire gauze, with wad¬ 
ding between, one centimetre thick. The mask should 
be exposed to a temperature of 150° each time before 
it is used. 

— The Wisconsin agricultural experiment-station 
was organized by the board of regents of the Univer¬ 
sity of Wisconsin, in June, 1888. The work of the 
station is in charge .of W. A. Henry, agriculture ; 
William Trelease, botany and horticulture; H. P. 
Armsby, agricultural chemistry. The bulletins of 
tbe station will be sent to all interested. The first 
number contains an account of exj>eriments at the 
station in feeding skim-milk to calves and pigs, 

— Mr. C. F. Mabery has resigned his position at 
Harvard college, and accepted the chair of chemistry 
at the recently organized Case school of applied 
science at Cleveland, O. 

— The British association for the advancement of 
science will meet next year in Montreal, on Aug. 87* 

—Next year's meeting of the Swiss naturalists 
will be held at Lucerne. 

— The jury which will examine the electric light¬ 
ing machinery offered for competition at the Cincin¬ 
nati industrial exposition has begun its work. It Is 
hoped that the comparative tests will be tbe most 
satisfactory yet obtained, Awards of five hundred 
and three hundred dollars will be made for the best 
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and second best systems of electric lighting, both 
incandescent and arc. 

— We learn from Symons' meteorological magazine 
for August, that the government has granted Professor 
Iiemstrdm a sum of 37,000 marks for the continua¬ 
tion of bis auroral experiments In Finnish Lapland. 
These Investigations will include the electrical cur¬ 
rent which produces the aurora, terrestrial currents, 
and magnetic perturbations. 

— Professor Henry F. Osborn of Princeton has 
published in the July number of tbe Quarterly jour¬ 
nal of microscopical science, in a more extended form 
and with the accompaniment of a lithographic plate, 
the results of his researches on the foetal euvelopes 
of marsupials. The Interest and importance of these 
investigations are already known, at least to the em¬ 
bryologists among our readers, for Professor Osborn’s 
conclusions were first published In Science. 

— The thirty-eighth volume of the Mtmoires du 
dcp&t de la guerre , recently printed by the Russian 
general staff under the editorship of Rylke. and of 
which only one hundred and fifty copies are issued, 
contains, among other things, an account of the 
astronomical and trigonometrical work in oastern 
Siberia, by Bolsheff, Polianoffskl, and Kramereff; 
a memoir of Kulberg on the Russian geodetic opera¬ 
tions in Armenia; a report by Lebedeff on triangula- 
tlon, topographic and astronomical work in Bulgaria; 
a list of astronomical stations in the Khirgiss steppes 
by Bondorf; and StebnifczkPs report on the results of 
his experiments with a reversible pendulum. Of this 
important work, absolutely necessary for those seri¬ 
ously interested in the study of the geography of 
Russia and adjacent countries, there is probably not 
a copy In America. 

— Mr. Miles Rock, assistant astronomer at the 
U.S. naval observatory, has accepted the appointment 
of chief astronomer and engineer commissioner on 
the international boundary commission of Guatemala, 
to locate the boundary between that country and 
Mexico. He will sail from New York Oct. 1, and 
expects to be absent about a year. 

—Professor H. M. Paul, late of tbe Imperial uni¬ 
versity of Tokio, has returned to this country, and 
accepted a position in Washington under the Transit 
of Venus commission. 

— The Vompte.8 rendus of Aug. 18 gives some ex¬ 
tracts from a letter of M. A* Richard to M. de Lesseps, 
on the cultivation of date-palms. M. Richard states 
that these palms grow best on a soil saturated with 
salt, as has been proved at AUcant and elsewhere. 
The land around Riche, in Valencia, is irrigated from 
the Vinalopo, which is extremely salt, rising, as it 
does, in Mount Pinoso, the rocks of which contain 
much salt and sulphate of lime. This water, having 
been used for centuries for watering the palm-plan¬ 
tations, has at last formed a crust, which has to be 
broken with a pick-axe to admit the water below. 
The town of AUcant has planted its beautiful boule¬ 
vard along the shore with date-palms, and, as fresh 
water is very precious there, the trees are regularly 
watered with sea-water. Ail the plantations recently 
made along the shore from Huertas to Rio Monegro 


have their roots literally in the sea-water, being 
planted at but a few feet from the sea. 
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NATIONAL TRAITS IN SCIENCE . 

Thkuu are at present three principal currents 
of scientific work,—German, English, and 
French. The scientific writings of each nation¬ 
ality are characteristic, and, taken as a whole, 
offer in each case distinctive qualities, Ger¬ 
man influence is now predominant over the 
scientific world, as French influence was upper¬ 
most during the earlier part of this century ; 
but the swa 3 T of Germany over western thought 
is far more potent and wide-spread than was 
ever that of France, As students once gath¬ 
ered in Paris, so the} r now flock to Germany; 
and thence back to their own lands they carry 
the notions of German science, and labor to 
extend, imitate, and rival them. Thus German 
ideas have been spread abroad, and established 
in foreign countries. This has set a common 
standard for scientific work, which is accepted 
in most European countries. German influ¬ 
ence is evident by its effects in Switzerland, 
Russia, Italy, Poland, Belgium, England, and 
America, and in degrees indicated by the 
order given: in France, Spain, and Portugal, 
it is hardly noticeable. Holland and the Scan¬ 
dinavian countries have for many years achieved 
so much and so excellent work, that their scien¬ 
tific development may be said to have accom¬ 
panied rather than to have followed that of 
Germany, 

German science has unquestionably distinc- 
v live qualities* Its pursuit is a special and hon¬ 
ored. calling, attractive to the highest talent: 
its productions have the stamp of professional 
work. The German scientific man is first and 
principally an investigator; he is obliged to 
be so, otherwise he loses in the race. He wins 
his position in the hierarchy of learning by 
the original researches he carries out. To suc¬ 
ceed under these circumstances, a man must 
discover something which is a real addition to 
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knowledge; and to do this, lie must be thor¬ 
oughly familiar with all tjiut has been previously 
accomplished in his field. Moreover, to ad¬ 
vance beyond his peers, the investigator must 
utilize every possible extraneous advantage; 
more especially must he have a mastery over 
the methods to be employed, and be familiar 
with all novelties and refinements therein. It 
cannot be gainsaid that these requirements arc 
more fully answered in Germany than an 3 r - 
wliere else. It is certain, that, excepting of 
course a small minority, German scientific pub¬ 
lications always contain something really new, 
and unknown before : each article is a scientific 
progress, which, however slight, still brings an 
actual increment to our store of information. 
Another result of this professional thoroughness 
is equally striking and characteristic. Being 
fully posted as to the status of his department, 
the German often displays a singularly just and 
keen appreciation of what problems are for the 
moment best worth studying, as being open for 
solution, and leading to something farther, or 
else filling a gap left. He is thus enabled to 
render his work efficient. It is sad to think 
how much scientific work is wasted because the 
labor is not wisely directed. 

In German scientific writings the excellence 
of the matter usually contrasts vividly with 
the defective style and presentation. Indeed, 
the Germans, despite the superiority of their 
modem literature, are awkward writers, and 
too often slovenly in literary composition. 
Conciseness and clearness are good qualities, 
which may assuredly be attained by the ex¬ 
penditure of thought and pains ; but these the 
German investigator seems unwilling, in many 
cases, to bestow upon his pen-work, but follows 
the easier plan of great diffuse ness. Besides 
this, another defect is not uncommon,—the 
ill-considered arrangement of the matter. This 
occura in all degrees, from a well-nigh incredi¬ 
ble oonfhsion, to be sometimes found even 
in elaborate and important essays, to a slightly 
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illogical order. In this regard, a curious and 
not infrequent variety of this fault deserves 
mention. According to the headings of the 
chapters or sections, the division of topics is 
.perfect; but under each head the matters are 
tumbled together as if a clerk was contented 
to stuff his papers in anyhow, if only he 
crammed them into the right pigeon-hole. 

Speaking broadly, the German mind lacks 
conspicuously the habits of clearness and order. 
There have been celebrated exceptions, but 
they were individual. The nation regards it¬ 
self as having a decidedly philosophical bent, 
moaning a facility at taking broad and pro¬ 
found views of the known. We venture to 
contradict this opinion, doing it advisedly. 
Their profundity is mysticism, their breadth 
vagueness, yet a good philosopher must think 
clearty. It is a remarkable but little heeded 
fact, that Germany has not contributed her 
share to the generalizations of science: she has 
produced no Lining Darwin, Lyell, Lavoisier, 
or Descartes, each of whom bequeathed to 
posterity a new realm of knowledge, although 
she has given to the world grand results by 
the accumulated achievements of her investi¬ 
gators. The Gorman’s imperfect sense of hu¬ 
mor Is another obstacle which besets him oh 
every path. He is cut off from the percep¬ 
tion of some absurdity, like that of Kant’s 
neumcnon, for instance. One cannot explain 
this to him; it were easier to explain a shad¬ 
ow to the sun, who always sees the lighted 
side. To state the whole epigraramaticatly, 
German science is the professional investiga¬ 
tion of detail, slowly attaining generaliza¬ 
tions. 

English science is the opposite of this,— 
amateurish rather than professional. Shine 
might call it insular, yet we should hardly join 
them in so doing. In fact, the professional 
investigator has hardly been a recognized char¬ 
acter in the English social organization: until 
recently he was barely acknowledged, even by 
the universities, which sought instructors who 
knew and could teach, who might investigate 
and discover in a subsidiary, and, as it were, 
unofficial way. A large number of English 


scientific men were disconnected from the uni¬ 
versities and colleges after their own student 
years, and were half or wholly amateurs; and 
their writings show the effects of this separa¬ 
tion, not always, to be sure, but in many cases 
with painful evidence, by a lack of thorough¬ 
ness, an imperfect acquaintance with other 
investigations, and a failure to grasp the essen¬ 
tial part of the problem: in brief, such writings 
appear behindhand and superficial. Yet amid 
these poorer productions are to be found a 
right goodly number of the best scientific arti¬ 
cles we possess in any language. Qf late 
years the proportion of the good has steadily 
increased, and investigation is now more cor- 
roctly appreciated than ever before. Indeed, 
there is no more encouraging event in the 
recent progress of science than the sfiddeu 
elevation of the standard of original research 
in England. The English are drained writers : 
their scientific articles excel the German in 
literary merit, being seldom slovenly either in 
arrangement or style, and rarely wearisome 
from sheer diffuseness. Very noteworthy is 
the fertility in generalizations of the English: 
this is with them the outcome of individual 
endowments, a single master attaining a broad 
con elusion,—a process of individual effort 
quite unlike the German democratic method of 
generalizing by the accumulations of many. 
Is it too much to say that the English and 
Scotch are the Greeks of modem philosophy ? 

French science is decidedly provincial: it is 
apart, having only an imperfect, uncertain ac¬ 
quaintance with the great world outside, and 
its international interests of original research. 
The French have lagged far behind the great 
movements of recent years. Consider only how 
backward they have been in the comprehension 
and acceptance of the Darwinian theory; and 
remember, too, that it were wiser to take out 
the mainspring from a watch than to eliminate 
evolution from biology. French scientific arti¬ 
cles are well written, the matter is admirably 
classified, it is all very clear. The keen, artis¬ 
tic sense of the nation displays itself here; but 
it also deludes them into presenting a rounded 
survey yf a greater field than is demanded by 
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the actual discoveries they report. To satisfy 
this yearning for artistic completeness, elabo¬ 
rate and tedious disquisitions, and hackne} r ed 
principles, and facts long known, are interpo¬ 
lated ; and even worse may be, when the imagi¬ 
nation helps to create the completeness. Most 
ecientifle men harbor a little distrust of French 
work. This sentiment is further fostered by 
the almost systematic neglect of German re¬ 
search on the part of the French. Such a 
frank exhibition of rancor makes one suspect 
the impartiality of the French in science gen¬ 
erally : indeed* we believe that science has 
never been so depressed in Franck as at pres¬ 
ent. Italy is above her; but Italy-, with all 
her innate ability, is striving to learn from 
Germany, and has already risen high, and will 
rise higher. We trust and believe that the 
present phase of French science which abounds 
in inefficient work will soon end, and the people 
terminate their present voluntary isolation. 
The French stay at home : they used to travel 
abroad much. Let us hope that they will soon 
resume their ancient habit, and, above all, that 
they will re-establish mental intercourse with 
foreigners. There are savants in Franc© who 
are esteemed throughout the scientific world: 
may their number rapidly increase I 

America's contributions to pure science are 
lyy no means very extensive, or often very im¬ 
portant: compared with the great volume of 
•German production, they seem almost insig¬ 
nificant. We have never duly fostered re¬ 
search, for we have bestowed upon it neither 
the proper esteem nor office. There are, we 
suppose, at least six thousand * professors ’ in 
the United States; are one hundred and fifty of 
them active investigators ? The time seems 
remote when every American professor will be 
expected to be also an investigator; but among 
us is a little band of men who have before them 
the model of Germany, and who are working 
earnestly for the intellectual elevation of their 
country. Their first object is necessarily to 
render research more important in public esti¬ 
mation, and so*to smooth the way for a corps 
of professional investigators. Every thought- 
fril person must wish success to the attempt. 


CUM ATE IN THE CURE OF CONSUMP¬ 
TION. 1 -11. 

Humidity. 

Thkuk is a unanimity of opinion amongst 
authorities in regard to the relation of moist¬ 
ure to the production of phthisis. The sev¬ 
enth annual report of the registrar-general of 
Scotland showed that the death-rate from 
phthisis diminished in proportion to the diy- 
ness*of the location. Dr. H. I. Bowditch of 
Boston has shown that phthisis is prevalent in 
damp soils in tho United States. “ It is also 
common in Holland,-and other countries liable 
to damp fogs and an atmosphere saturated 
with moisture" (Reynold's System of medi¬ 
cine, iii. 548), Ruehle, in Ziemssen, says, 
“It appears that moist air favors consump¬ 
tion." Dr. Austin Flint says, “It maybe 
stated that the prevalence of the disease is 
less in climates either uniformly warm and dry 
or uniformly cold and dry." And Dr. C. T. 
Williams writes, “As to the desirability of 
moist climates for consumptive patients, the 
evidence is decidedly against their use in the 
treatment of ordinarj T chronic phthisis." 

If we attempt to explain why it is that 
phthisis is more prevalent in moist climates 
than in dry, we might assign as a cause the 
prevalence of germs, or the impurity of the 
air, containing the effluvia of decay, or per¬ 
haps the greater susceptibility of the sj^stem 
to cold in moist climates; or it may be that 
the air, being so near saturation, cannot take 
up the requisite amount of the aqueous vapor 
exhaled from the lungs. Causa latet vis est 
nota may adequately express the state of our 
knowledge in regard to this point. A moist 
climate Is acknowledged to be a breeder of 
phthisis; and, au contraire , a dry climate is 
known to afford a certain exemption from the 
disease, This is shown by the fact that the 
disease is rare in Iceland, in the island of 
Morstrand, on the steppes of Kirghis, and in 
the interior of Egypt; in all of which places 
the element of elevation is wanting. It may, 
then, be conceded, that dryness of the air is an 
important element in the prophylaxis and cure 
of phthisis. 

The method of determining the humidity of 
the air is that introduced by Regnault, known 
as the wet- and dry-bulb test. It can easily 
be eeeft that the results obtained will depend 
on the exposure of the thermometers, and on 
the .accuracy of the readings. Moreover, the 
amount of moisture that the air is capable, of 

( 1 Concluded from No. 84. 
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holding varies with the atmospheric pressure 
and temperature. 

While it seems to us that a table showing 
the relative humidit} r , i.e., the percentage of 
saturation of the air, would be sufficient!}' 
accurate as a basis of* comparison, yet, as it 
might be objected that such a table would be 
subject to error, we have appended another 
table, giving the absolute moisture, or the 
number of grid us of vapor to the cubic foot of 
air. This second table have computed 
from Glaishcr’s tables. 

Consulting these tables (table I., columns 
iii. and iv.), it is seen that Denver and Santa 
F6 afford a very low relative and absolute 
amount of atmospheric moisture, — a rela¬ 
tive amount, which, as between Denver and 
Jacksonville, is as 1 to 3, and, as between 
Denver and Los Angeles, is as 1 to 2. 

This proves, that, on the eastern slopes of 
the Rocky Mountains, we have, iu addition to 
the favorable element of elevation, a second, 
that of dry air, as an element of climatic influ¬ 
ence in the cure of phthisis. 

Precipitation. 

Closely related to the foregoing, is a consid¬ 
eration of the mean annual precipitation, or 
the mean annual amount (in inches) of rain 
and melted snow. Its bearing on our subject 
is apparent in several ways. 

1, Of the precipitation, a certain part is 

lost by evaporation, and tends to increase the 
humidity of the air. This amount will depend 
upon the amount of moisture in the air, or its 
degree of saturation, and also upon the amount 
of the precipitation left upon the surface of 
the ground to be evaporated. It is evident 
that the greater the porosity of the soil, the 
greater wUl be its absorptive power, and the 
less the evaporation from it. Such a pofous 
soil is found on the eastern slopes of the Rocky 
Mountains. Loose, sandy, and gravelly, it 
eagerly drinks up all the rainfall; and such a 
thing as mud is rarely seen. , • 

2. It is well known that pulmonary troubles 
are most prevalent during ‘thaws/ in those 
places where the snow lies upon the ground 
in winter. Now, in the district of the Rocky 
Mountains under consideration, there is, in the 
first place, only a slight amount of snowfall, 
so that sleighing is exceptional, and, in addi¬ 
tion , the warm sun spon melts the snow, and 
the thirsty, porous soil drinks it up; so that 
the annual ‘ spring thaw * of our Eastern States 
is a re$ incognita in this country. ’ The* writer 
remembers very distinctly several snowfalls of 


fourteen to twenty-two inches on a level, of 
which there was not a vestige left in ten days; 
and during that time the air was not chill and 
raw, and there was but little Slush. 

3. Further than this, the amount of the 
precipitation has a bearing upon our subject, 
as indicating approximately the ability of the 
invalid to lead an out-of-door life. We shall 
defer our discussion of this point to a later part 
of this paper. 

Turning, now, to the tables^ we see (table I., 
column v.) that in Denver the mean annual 
precipitation for a period of ten years is ouly 
14.77 inches in rain and melted snow, — an 
amount which is only one-fourth of that at 
Jacksonville, and which, with Santa F6, gives 
the smallest showing in our range. 

We can therefore add this element of cli¬ 
mate to the other two of elevation and dry air 
as a point in favor of the Rocky Mountains in 
the cure of phthisis. 

Temperature. 

The writer in Reynold's System (op. c it.) 
says of this matter of the relation of the tem¬ 
perature of climate to the cure of phthisis, “ It 
was formerly supposed that warm climates were 
beneficial for consumptive patients. . . . But it 
will be invariably observed that uuaccustomed 
warmth is injurious... .What is really required, 
is a cool, temperate climate, free from great 
alterations of temperatureDr. Austin Flint 
(op. oit.) calls attention to the fact, that “ the 
disease is oftener developed during the spring 
months and the hot months of summer/’ when 
either there is a great deal of moisture in the 
air, or the debilitating effects of heat are pres¬ 
ent as factors. On the other hand, Ruehle 
says that the temperature has “ nothing to do 
with the prevalence of consumption.” 

It is known that the effect of beat is to raise 
the body temperature, to lessen the number of 
respirations, to quicken the pulse, to lessen 
the digestive powers and the appetite, to di¬ 
minish the excretion of urea because of the 
diminishing of the ingesta, and to depress the 
nervous system, especially if the heat be ac¬ 
companied with excessive moisture. It seems, 
then, that it can be stated as' a fair inference 
from the foregoing, that a dry, temperate pli- 
mate is to be sought by the phthisical invalid. 
The Rocky Mountains fhrnish a dry climate. 
The table (table I., column vi.) shows that the 
mean temperature is nearly a mean between 
the extremes in our range. The question will, 
however, be presented in a better form far¬ 
ther on. 
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Wind*. 

The points of importance in regard to the 
winds are their velocity and direction. It is 
well known that they are regulated somewhat 
by changes in atmospheric pressure and tem¬ 
perature. 

Velocity. — It is known that a cold wind 
abstracts body-heat, and in proportion to its 
velocity. By consulting our tables (table II., 
part ii.) it will be seen that the mean daily 
velocity of the winds at Denver is less than it 
is in the Eastern States ; and that as a conse¬ 
quence, while the mean temperature is nearly 
the same, the chilling effect will be much less. 
On the other hand, as it has a considerably 
greater velocity, and as there are fewer calms 
than at either Augusta or Los Angeles, it has 
a proportionately greater purifying power in 
bringing fresh ozone, and in blowing away the 
products of decomposition. 

Direction. — Of more importance than the 
velocity, is the direction of the winds. The 
favorable and unfavorable directions vary for 
different places, according to their geographi¬ 
cal location. The oast and north winds are 
known to be the trying ones along the Atlantic 
coast; and our table shows that the north-east 
wind is the prevailing one at both Augusta 
and Jacksonville. The west wind, blowing 
fh>m the Pacific Ocean, and bringing fogs, is 
the trying one on the California shore; and 
the table shows that this is the prevailing one 
4t Los Angoles. The south wind is the salu¬ 
brious one for the eastern slope of the Rocky 


Mountains, in Colorado; and our table shows 
that this is the wind that blows there most 
frequently. 

We can therefore add this element to the 
others, —^ of elevation, dryness of air, small 
amount of precipitation, and mean tempera¬ 
ture, — as favorable to the Rocky Mountains 
as a place for phthisical patients to resort. 

Clear, fail*, and cloudy days. 

We now come to the consideration of our 
last general point, that is, to an investigation 
of the number of clear, fair, and cloudy days; 
or, in other words, to a consideration of the 
amount of sunshine. 

As to the direct effect upon health produced 
by light and sunshine, we are still in igno¬ 
rance. Whether the blood is made to course 
more rapidly, and the nerves transmit impulses 
more readily, tinder the influence of the solar 
ray, is not known. It is well known that the 
actinic rays have a powerful chemical effect 
upon vegetation ; but whether or not they have 
a like influence upon the human econom} 7 is 
unknown. 

Without attempting to refine, there are cer¬ 
tain broad and positive effects in the cure of 
phthisis attributable to sunshine. The expe¬ 
rience of the profession is fittingly expressed 
by the words of Dr. Austin Flint: “ I would 
rank exercise and out-of-door life far above 
any known remedies for the cure of the dis¬ 
ease.’ 1 


TABLE II.— Wwoi. 


Station. 




: 


Direction. 

Mean fob thbbx tears. 



Velocity. 

Prevailing 

WtVJ>. 





N. 

N.K. 

1 K. 

8.B. 

S. 

8.W. 

W. 

iN.wJcttlm. 

| 1 

Mean dally. 

Mean 5 years* 

Augusta, ()«. . 




57 

154 

68 

118 

86 

100 

04 

120 

304 

| 70 

N.K. 

•Jacksonville, Flu. . 


a 


77 

m 

120 

116 

102 

180 

83 

76 

60 

160 


N.K. 

Boston, Maes. . 


« 


70 

w 

88 

79 

8ft 

165 

286 

186 

60 

236 


W. 

Newport, K.T. . , 




313 

80 

51 

73 

112 

290 

183 

164 

28 

286 


B.W. 

New York, N.V. . . 




: w 

186 

54 

08 

83 

176 

188 

290 

14 

207 

U 

N.W. 

Philadelphia, Penn. 




m 

157 

02 

40 

102 

162 

179 

208 

0 

256 

14 

B.W. 

Chicago, XU. . 




147 

122 

85 

99 

142 

280 

151 

114 

80 

203 

f> 

B.W. 

at, Paul, Minn. . . 




04 

37 

91 

m 

7t ] 

122 

129 

223 

70 

211 

41 

8.K. 

Denver, Col. , 




uo 

95 

78 

150 

307 

67 

76 

166 

12 

146 


8. 

Santa F6» N. Max, . 




189 

109 

157 

100 

78 

142 

59 

110 

201 

152 

ii 

K. 

Salt Lake, Utah . * . 




81 

84 

56 

252 

80 

' ■ 88 

40 

269 

249 

185 

M i 

N.W. , 

Lea Angelee, CW. . 


* 

"t-' i 

U* 

166 

80 

58 

65 

908 

274 


142 

i 

108 

•* 1 

W. 
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In the table which we present (table III.), 
and which is a mean of daily observations for 
a period of five years, a cloudy day is one in 
which the heavens are from seven-tenths to 
entirely obscured by clouds ; a fair day is one 
in which the heavens are from four to seven- 
tenths clouded; all else are classed as clear 
days. From this it will be seen, that for our 
purposes clear' and fair days ma 3 t bo classed 
as one, and may be put into juxtaposition with 
the cloudy days. Consulting these tables, it 
will be seen, that in Denver the mean number 
of cloudy days in a year is only one-half of 
what it is in either Augusta or Jacksonville, 
that it.is less than a half of what it is in St. 
Paul, and that it is slightly less than what it 
is in Los Angeles. 

TABLE III. 


Mean ron 5 year*. 



Clear. 

Fair. 

Cloudy. 

Auguftta, Ga. ........ „ 

123 

160 

02 

Jacksonville, El*. ....... 

326 

162 

87 

Bouton. Ua«#. .. 

106 | 

146 

116 

Newport, H.I. 

, 108 

140 

lU 

Now York. N.Y. 

101 

166 

1W 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

1H 

130 

112 

Chicago, HI. 

104 

164 

1<>7 

Bt. Paul, Minn. 

103 

158 

104 

Denver, Col, ......... 

1T7 

142 

46 

Santa F6, N. Mex. 

374 

148 

41 

Bait Lake, Utah. . 

341 

331 

93 

Loa Angelo*, Cal. 

164 

148 

61 


To put this fact in another way, it is seen, 
that in Denver there is only about one-eighth 
of the entire year when an invalid would be 
kept in the house on account of the weather ; 
in Jacksonville and Augusta he would be con¬ 
fined to the house, for the same reason, one- 
quarter of the year; in St. Paul he would be 
kept in-doors between a third and a quarter of 
the time; while in Boston he would have to be 
housed a good third of the time. 

Admitting, then, the force of Dr. Flint's 
statement, our tables show that there is no 
place in this whole country, where it is possible 
ibr the invalid to enjoy so much fresh air and 
sunshine, as in the Rocky Mountains. For 
three hundred and twenty days out of every 
three hundred and sixty-five it is possible to 
roam at large, and to breathe in health. 

We feel, that, so far, our tables have shown 
that the Rocky Mountains furnish climatic con¬ 
ditions of elevation, hundidity, precipitation, 


temperature, winds, and sunshine, which rec¬ 
ommend them as a resort for phthisical inva¬ 
lids superior to any thing to be found in this 
country. 

Observations by seasons. 

Having arrived at these general conclusions,, 
the writer wishes to call attention very briefly 
to their accuracy and importance as applied to- 
the different seasons of the year. He wishes 
to lay stress upon the evidence which goes to* 
show that Colorado and New Mexico fhrnish 
favorable resorts for phthisical invalids daring 
the winter and spring, — the very seasons that 
are moat trying in the east, the seasons that 
they are obliged to avoid, and to seek new 
abodes at the resorts. The elements of eleva¬ 
tion and barometric pressure will remain near¬ 
ly constant the year round. But how is it in 
regard to the humidity of the air in Colorado 
during the winter and spring ? The writer has 
selected at random, and without reference to 
whether the showings would be favorable or 
unfavorable for a given place, the year 1880 
as his basis for comparison. By referring to 
table 17., part i., it will be seen, that both tlm 
relative and absolute humidity for Denver 
during the winter and spring is absolutely, and 
by comparison, very small; that, as compared 
with Augusta, and Jacksonville, it makes a 
wonderful showing in these respects; and that 
the ratio of the absolute humidity as between 
Denver and Los Angeles is as 1 to 3 for these 
seasons. 

When we turn to our tables (table IV., part 
ii.), we learn that the amount of precipitation 
at Denver for these seasons was almost nil; 
that the mean monthly precipitation at Den¬ 
ver for the given time was only a small fraction 
of an inch in rain and melted snow. Carry 
out, now, the comparison between Denver and 
Augusta, Jacksonville and Los Angeles, and 
see the tremendous difference in this particular 
between these places, — a showing immensely . 
in favor of Denver. It will be seen that our 
general conclusions are very much strength¬ 
ened by this particular application, and that 
we have brought strong additional evidence in 
favor of Colorado as a resort for persona 
affected with phthisis pulmonalis. 

When we turn to our tables to learn in re¬ 
gard to the winde at these places for the given 
seasons, we see that the conclusions previously 
reached in regard to Denver, in this particular* 
still hold true* (table V\). 

Temperature. — We come now to our last 
observation, and'to a brief discussion of wbat 
some may consider the weak point in regard 
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TABMt IV. 







I860. 





1880. 





RELATIVE AND ABSOLUTK HUMIDITY. 



PUECIPITATION. 

* 

Station. 


Spring. 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

Winter, 

P 

i 

S 

s 

& 



H, JL 1 

0 . v.» 

R. H . 

G. V, 

R.H. 

a. v, 

R.H, 

O. V. 

T 

a 

m 

1 

oo 

9 

f 

Augusta, Oft. 


68 

4.7 

64 

7.2 

74 

4.9 

72 

3.2 

5.0 

4.2 

2.8 

3.9 

Jackaotivtlfe, Kta. 


66 

6.5 

69 

8.0 

76 

5,6 

70 

Sf 

3.$ 

6.9 

9.5 

8.5 

Boaton, Mas*. . 


61 

2.6 

70 

6.4 

67 

8.0 

69 

3.5 

2.6 

8.5 

2.6 

3.3 

Newport, K.I. . 


71 

2,7 

76 

6.9 

75 

3.5 

76 

3.9 

3.9 

5.0 

3.4 

8,6 

New York. N.Y, 


66 

2.9 

79 

6.6 

70 

3.8 

66 

2.0 

2.6 

4.2 

2,5 

2.8 

Philadelphia* Penn. 


61 

2.7 

66 

6.1 

68 

3.0 

72 

2.1 

2.1 

4.6 

1.6 

2.6 

Chicago, Ill. 


63 

2.9 

70 

5.9 

66 

2.3 

69 

1.8 

4.1 

3.7 

2,1 

2.4 

St. Paul, Minn. . 


62 

2.9 

69 

6.1 

66 

2.9 

71 


2.1 

4.0 

2.3 

1.5 

Denver, Col. 


37 

1.1 

48 

3.3 

55 

2.8 

51 

0.9 

j 0.6 

1.3 

1.0 

0.2 

Santa F6, N, Mex. 


35 ■ 

1.2 

36 | 

2.6 

50 

2.5 

50 

- 

0.2 

1.7 

0.7 

O.ft 

Salt Lake, Utah 


41 

1.6 

25 ! 

1.6 

33 

. 1.6 

50 

1.3 

1.6 

0.3 

0.7 

1.1 

Lot Angeles, Cal. 

• • 

74 

3.6 

73 

4.8 

63 

3.8 

68 

2.9 


0.6 

0.3 

3.8 


1 Relative humidity. i Grain* VApor, 


to Colorado as a resort for invalids. It has 
been seen that most authorities favor a cold 
climate; but they add the proviso that it 
should be free from change. By consulting 
table VI., part ii., it -will be seen that the mean 
monthly range of temperature is larger for 
Denver than for almost any other point in our 
scale. It will be seen, further, that the minima 
(table VI., part i.) of temperature are very 


nearly the lowest in the scale, — not so low, 
to be sure, as the minima at St. Paul, but de¬ 
cidedly lower than at Augusta, Jacksonville, 
and Los Angeles. This state of affairs de* 
mands an explanation. 

We have seen that the air of Colorado is 
both dry and rare,—two conditions that favor 
rapid radiation. We have seen, further, that 
the soil is of a porous, sandy nature, —a kind 


table v.-Wiwd*, two. 


STATION. 

DlBKCTlOM. i 

_ .... I 

VELOCITY, MEAN DAILY. 

Spring. 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

Winter. 

Spring. 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

Winter. 

August*, Qu. 

4 * 



4 * 

8.B. 

,6,15. 

N.K. 

N.W. 

| 102 

77 

67 

101 

Jacksonville, Kla.. 

* t 


* 

* f 

N.K, 

S.W, 

N.B. 

N.K. 

i ^ 

162 

157 

189 

Boston ( Moos. 



% 


B.W. 

S.W. 

W. 

N.W. 

| 257 

184 

223 

281 

Newport, R.I. 

* ♦ 


fc 

e * 

S.W. . 

■ S.W. 

B.W. 

S.W. 

248 

168 

282 

266 

New York, N.Y. . 

* 0 





B.W* 

N.W. 

N.W. 

247 

177 

192 

222 

Ftdlad*lpl>l», Penn. 



0 


b.vt. 

S.W. 

N.We 

S.W. 

294 

218 

228 

178 

Chicago, III. . 



• 


S.W. 

S.W. 

S.W. 

S.W. 

132 

133 

! 217 

193 

St. Foul, Minn. . 

« ♦ 

« 

* 


S.E. 

1 sx 

N.W. 

S.B. 

230 

180 

139 

193 

Denver, Pol.. 


4 

* 

* m 

S. 

! s. 

S. 

s. 

368 

143 

. 115 

127 

B*utaF4,N,Mex. 



♦ 

9 f 

S^V. 

NJB. 

NX, 

N.W. 

167 

134 

140 

148 

SkltlAka, Utilh . 

* 0 


• 


fiU. 

N.W. 

SrK. 

S.E, 

122 . 

130 

102 

108 

X** Angola*, Oal. 

• * 


0 

♦ • ' 

S.W. 

W, 

W. 

NJE. 

187 

131 

7* 

m 
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TABLE VI. —Tkhpsraturjk, 1880. 


Station. 

Spuing. 

SuxMsn. 

AlTTtfMN. 

WlNTBH. 

Spuing. 

Bun at kb. 

Autumn. 

WlNTBH. 

a 

* 

n 

5 

1 

a 

5 

1 

* 

a 

a 

e 

a 

& 

1 

a 

«9 

* 

i 

i 

i 

ss 

& 

1 

Mean. 

i 

a 

§ 

a 

Augu«U, Gi». 

00 

as 

99 

60 

91 

28 

81 

7 

47 

66 

32 

81 

45 

63 

54 

51 

Jacksonville, Fla. 

95 

42 

100 

09 

91 

30 

78 

19 

43 

71 

29 

82 

89 

69 

46 

59 

Boston, Mum. 

92 

12 

101 

47 

93 

8 

60 

— 6 

68 

47 

48 

60 

62 

51 

52 

33 

Newport, R.I. 

84 

14 

« 

88 

49 

87 • 

16 

61 

1 

44 

47 

38 

69 

42 

63 

48 

36 

New York, N.T. . 

94 

16 

92 

48 

91 

14 

66 

— 6 

64 

61 

36 

72 

46 

58 

62 

36 

Philadelphia, Penn. . 

| 

06 

2u 

9ft 

ftl 

91 

10 

67 

— 6 

66 

64 

37 

75 

49 

65 

63 

37 

CMoago, III. . 

86 

j 19 

95 

62 

i 86 

1 

63 

—16 

47 

61 

i 42 

72 

63 

48 

67 

31 

Bt, Pawl, Minn, . 

91 

1 ““ ^ 

08 

47 

! “ 

—18 

69 

-27 

69 

46 

1 

j 43 

00 

62 

42 

67 

21 

Denver, Col.. 

89 

! -*> 

06 

30 

80 

—13 

69 

-11 

66 

48 

48 

09 

60 

44 

72 

29 

Santa F0, N. Mex. 

80 

i 

1 0 

88 

■ 33 

80 

-11 

56 

— 8 

67 

47 

46 

66 

69 

48 

61 

27 

Salt Lake, Utah . . 

: 78 

6 

oft ; 

40 

88 

3 

49 

>2 

ftl 

46 

61 

68 

61 

49 

44 

31 

Lea Angela*, Cal, 

97 

ao 

87 

1 

60 j 

91 

36 

80 

30 

46 

56 

38 

64 

47 

61 

46 

64 


that will easily absorb heat, and us easily give 
it off. Furthermore, there is but little verdure 
or shade, — another condition, too, which will 
favor both absorption and radiation of heat. 
In consequence of these conditions, the soil 
and air are, on the one hand, rapidly heated 
in the morning, and they are equally rapidly 
cpoled at night. The nights are always cool 
in Colorado, — a condition that renders the 
summer months enjoyable and invigorating. 
But the question, after all, is, whether this 
diurnal change of temperature is injurious to 
Colorado as a resort for invalids. We claim 
that it is not, and for this reason: it makes 
•but little difference to the invalid how cold the 
nights are, for at that time he should be in¬ 
doors, where he can regulate the temperature; 
but it is of importance that it should be warm 
at mid-day, so that he can take his exercise 
regularly and comfortably. We have seen, 
that so far as conditions of sunshine, humid¬ 
ity, and rain and snow fall are concerned, 
the invalid can lead an out-of-door life a 
greater percentage of the time in Colorado 


than anywhere else in this country ; and we 
claim that he will never find these factors 
counterbalanced by the element of tempera¬ 
ture. An experience of several years war¬ 
rants the writer in asserting that an invalid 
can, with perfect comfort and safety, spend 
several hours in the saddle nearly every day 
of the three hundred and sixty-five. One has 
but to read 4 H. II.’s 1 writings to learn how 
attractive out-of-door life is in Colorado, even 
in mid-winter; and we can positively assert 
that we have known of picnics being held 
day after day, in the open air, in the very 
heart of the winter, and that there are days 
and weeks in mid-winter when one can sit 
with doors and windows open. 

As proof of what we say, we append the 
inid-day temperature at Denver for each month 
of the year for threo years. 

In conclusion, the writer would state, that 
while his personal experience in regard to a 
desirable climate for the cure of phthisis has 
been such as to convince him of the great 
superiority of the climate of the Eocky Moun- 


TABLK VII, —Denvbu, mkan monthly temperatub*, 1*.m. 


T»A». 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March, 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oat. 

Nov. 

Deo, 

1880 . 

, 

. 


. 

* 46*.T 

37*. 6 

44*.8 

60\7 

67\2 

78*.6 

79*.0 

7o*.fl 

71 # .S 

66*,8 

80*.8 

86\8 

1881. 

. 

. 

. 


83.6 

36.4 

46 .1 

62.2 

Q» 

82 .6 

$4.6 

61 .8 

70 

80.7 

42 .8 

47 .0 

1882 . 

• 

* • 

• 

• 

37 

43.2 

52 .8 

•68.6 

69.3 

78 

81 .« 

81 .4 

78.0 i 

1 

80.4 

46.5 

43.2 
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tains over any other in thia country, yet in 
this article he has tried to put aside any per¬ 
sonal bias, and he desires to carry conviction 
only in so ftir as he has been able to adduce 
facts, and to interpret them rationally and logi¬ 
cally. He would state, further, that, if the 
reader should take exception to anj' interpre¬ 
tation given to the facts, the tables still stand 
as the best and most reliable data of these 
facts attainable, and they are not to be con¬ 
troverted. Saml. Aug. Fisk, M.D. 

I>envcr, Col, 


HEARING OYSTERS FROM ARTIFICIAL¬ 
LY FERTILIZED EGGS AT STOCK- 

TON, MD. 

In order to test the feasibility of such an un¬ 
dertaking on a considerable scale, a pond three 
and a half feet deep was excavated on the prem¬ 
ises of Messrs. George V. Shepard and H. H. 
Fierce, not far from Stockton, near the shore 
of Chincoteague Bay, and connected with the 
latter by a trench ten feet long, two feet wide, 
and three and a half feet deep. Before the 
water was let into the trench connecting the 
pond with the bay, a wooden diaphragm — 
made in the form of a box three feet deep, and 
two and a half feet wide, and two inches thick, 
and lined on the inside with gunny-cloth ; the 
sides of the box being perforated with numer¬ 
ous auger-holes, and filled with clean sharp 
sand, so as to form a filter—*wus placed in the 
trench vertically and transversely, and so se¬ 
cured that no water, except such as had first 
filtered through the diaphragm, could gain ac¬ 
cess to the pond. In this way the natural fry 
from the bay was effectually excluded from our 
Artificial enclosure from the very atari, so that 
the results of our experiment might not be 
vitiated. In the construction of this simple 
apparatus we depended entirely upon the rise 
and fall of the tide to partially renew the water 
in the pond in the intervals between the tides. 
The tidal rise and fall of the water in the en¬ 
closure was from four to six inches, or from six 
to eight inches less than the rise and fall of the 
tide iu the open bay. Into the enclosure, cov¬ 
ering about fifty square yards, artificially fertil¬ 
ized spawn was poured at odd dates, from July 
7 to the first week of August. 

The spawn was taken from the adults much 
in the same way as from fishes; the right valve 
of the adult animals being removed, and the 
ducts of the reproductive organa stroked with 
a pipette to force out the eggs and milt from 
the fera*l<maudinnle*. The products mixed 
togetbef ia water were then allowed to stand 


in pails for a few hours, until the eggs had de¬ 
veloped as far as the swimming stage. The 
spawn so prepared was then distributed over 
different parts of the pond, and left to take care 
of itself. 

The collectors used were simply oyster-shells 
strung upon galvanized wire; strings of shells 
being suspended to stakes driven into the bot¬ 
tom of the pond at intervals corresponding to 
the dates when fresh lots of spawn were intro¬ 
duce^, each 8take4>eing marked with the date 
when it was put in place. The suspended 
oyster-shells were introduced so as to afford 
the young fry clean surfaces to which it could 
attach itself. On the 22d of August Mr. 
Pierce found that some of the shells hanging 
to the stakes had spat attached, ranging from 
one-fourth to three-fourths of an inch in di¬ 
ameter, and which had undoubtedly been de¬ 
rived from some of the brood placed in the 
pond by us. Some specimens of these young 
oysters are now iu my possession, attached to 
the perforated oyster-shells used as collectors.. 

To our great surprise, we found that the 
water iu the pond maintained about the same 
specific gravity as that in the bay, or 1.0175 to 
1.018, and that tho temperature of the water 
was also the same as in the open bay. The 
microscopic vegetable food upon which the oys¬ 
ter feeds was found to multiply rapidly in the 
enclosure, inasmuch as it was confined by the 
gate or diaphragm, so that it could not escape. 
The water in the pond was also found to remain 
sweet, and free from putrefactive odors. It 
will accordingly be seen, that all the conditions 
of success had been established, as was fully 
proved by the result. 

While it is too soon to affirm that artificial 
breeding may bo profitably available on an 
extensive scale in practical oyster-culture, our 
experiment has demonstrated a number of very 
important facts. These are: 1. Oyster-spat 
may be reared from artificially fertilized eggs ; 
2. Tho spat will grow just as fast in such 
enclosures as in the open water; 8. Food is 
rapidly generated in such enclosures ; 4. The 
density of the water in the ponds is not mate¬ 
rially affected by rains, or leaching from the 
banks ; 5. Ponds are readily excavated in salt- 
marsh lands, and can in all probability be used 
for fattening and growing Ostrca virginica for 
market just as successfully as Ostrea edulis 
and angulata are grown by a similar method 
on the coasts of France. Pond-culture, where 
there are salt-marshes adjoining arms of the 
sea the waters of which have a density below 
1.020, can doubtless be carried on profitably 
in connection with tho intelligent use of simple, 
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cheap collecting-apparatus placed in both open 
and confined waters to catch a 1 set * of spat, 
which can then be transferred to ponds or open 
beds. The methods of spawu-tnking and pond- 
culture introduced by the writer are inexpen¬ 
sive and very simple, and can be understood 
and conducted by any person of ordinary in¬ 
telligence, and are full}' described in papers 
already published, or in course of publication, 
by the U. 8. fish-commission, under the au¬ 
spices of which he has been enabled to # carry 
out his investigations. The experimental dif¬ 
ficulties have been overcome. It remains for 
practical men to avail themselves of whatever 
of value has been determined by these experi¬ 
ments. There are thousands of acres of salt- 
marsh land along the eastern coast of the 
United States, which, with proper preparation, 
might be made to yield a living to a large 
number of persons, and which is now not pro¬ 
ductive of any thing except mosquitoes and 
malaria. 

Pond-culture has one other decided advan¬ 
tage over culture in tho open water; namely, 
that it is possible to effectually exclude from 
the artificial enclosures certain enemies of the 
oyster, such as whelks and star-llslies. 

J. A. Ryder. 


THE EXPLOSION OF THE RIVERDALE. 

The boiler of the steamer Riverdalo exploded 
on the 28th of August, a few minutes after the 
boat had left her wharf at New York, and 
started for her destination on tho Hudson River 
above the city. Several lives were lost, and 
the boat itself was sunk in sixty feet of water. 
The boiler was raised, and placed upon the 
wharf near the Delhmater iron-works ; and the 
boat, a worthless wreck, was towed to the New- 
Jersey side of the river. 

The steamer had two 1 flue-boilers ’ 25 feet 
(7.6 m.) long, G feet 4 inches (1.93 m.) in 
diameter, containing four * direct' flues 14 
inches (0.3G m.) in diameter, two of 9 inches 
(0.23 m.) diameter, and five 4 return * flues 
of Ilf inches (0.28 m.) diameter. The shell 
was of no. 3 iron, and the area of heating- 
surface was 670 square feet (G3 sq.m.). The 
iron was of good quality, and was in good 
condition throughout, except along the bot¬ 
tom, where it gave way. The form, propor¬ 
tions, and workmanship of the boiler were 
good. The builders, Messrs. Fletcher & Har¬ 
rison of New York, were among the most repu¬ 
table constructors of engines and boilers in 
that city, and were noted for doing good work. 

On examination, it was .found that the bot¬ 


tom was corroded along its whole length, and 
had been patched in a number of places where 
the iron had become dangerously thin, and 
that in some places the sheets were reduced 
to one-fourth their original thickness. The 
shell had been repeatedly patched, and five 
4 soft patches' were found on the girth-seams. 
The rupture seems to have started in the thin 
parts of the bottom, and to have followed the 
weakened girth-seams quite around, and di¬ 
vided the mass into two parts of nearly equal 
size, tearing the middle sheet out of the shell 
entirely. 

A coroner’s jury made an inspection, exam¬ 
ined such witnesses as could be found and 
such experts as could be induced to testify, 
and rendered a verdict to the effect that the 
boiler ruptured in consequence of the weakness 
of the sheets on the bottom of the shell, which 
were unable to sustain the working pressure 
allowed by the U. 8. inspector; which weak¬ 
ness had been produ(Hid by corrosion on the 
interior, due to the action of the feed-water. 
It was further asserted, that the boiler was 
tested in June up to a pressure of G2 pounds 
(5 atmos. abs.), and burst ten weeks later 
under a pressure of but 32 pounds (3 atmos.), 
in consequence of the neglect of the inspector 
to observe its condition at the time of testing 
it. The engine-driver and the inspector were 
censured by a vote which was not unanimous. 
The jury expressed the opinion that the pres¬ 
ent law is not sufficiently explicit and manda¬ 
tory, and that the use of the test by hydrostatic 
pressure is insufficient to detect and reveal such 
defects as here existed. 

The inspector acknowledged that he did not 
try the strength of the boiler with the hammer, 
as is now usual in all thorough examinations 
by competent engineers, but merely looked it 
over ; and that at previous inspections he had 
not entered the boiler, but had only looked in 
at the manhole. The evidence of the most 
superficial and inefficient 4 inspection 1 was con¬ 
clusive ; and the fact that proper inspection 
would have revealed the dangerous condition 
of the boiler was equally well proven. The 
so-called ‘inspection' was a farce; and the 
inspector, in a spirit of indifference or indo¬ 
lence, took the chances of an explosion. 

The exploded boiler weighed 27,000 pounds 
(12,247 kilos), and .contained 25,000 pounds 
(11,340 kilos) of water. The explosion was 
not remarkably violent, but was what old engi¬ 
neers are accustomed to call a * burst' rather 
than an explosion. The consequences were, 
however, sufficiently serious. The energy 
producing the effects seen in the case of a 
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true explosion may be imagined, when the 
amount of heat-energy stored up in such a 
boiler is calculated. The quantity of heat 
transformed into mechanical energy by a mass 
of water and of steam of such magnitude, set 
free, and expanding down to the pressure and 
temperature of the atmosphere, from the press¬ 
ure and temperature at which it existed in 
the boiler of the Iiiverdale, would amount to 
above 1,500,000,000 foot-pounds (over 200,- 
000,000 kilogrammetres). This would be suf¬ 
ficient to throw the boiler and its con tents, were 
the heat all utilized, as in a perfect steam- 
engine, five miles high. This may give some 
faint idea of the enormous forces at work, and 
the tremendous energy stored in n steam-boiler, 
even where the pressure of the steam is very 
low, as it was in this ease. 

It will bo concluded, from what has been 
above stated, that a steam-boiler of the most 
ordinary and least dangerous type has stored 
within it an inconceivable amount of available 
energy in the form of heat, which may be at any 
moment transformed, in part, into mechanical 
energy with terribly destructive results, both 
to life and property ; that this powerful agent 
for good or for evil can only be safely utilized 
when the utmost care, intelligence, and skill, 
are employed in its application, and in the pres¬ 
ervation of the vessel in which it is enclosed; 
that the present code of law relating to the 
care, management, and inspection of steam- 
boilers, is entirely inadequate to insure safety ; 
that the inspection of steam-boilers, as at pres¬ 
ent practised by the employees of the govern¬ 
ment, is not only liable to be inefficient, but is 
likely to prove worse than none, a<s it gives to 
the owner, and perhaps often to the man in 
charge, of the boiler, a feeling of security which 
is entirely without basis in fact, and which 
may therefore cause the neglect of that watch¬ 
fulness which might otherwise prevent acci¬ 
dent; that simple pressure produced by the 
test-pum^, as now provided for by the law ? is 
not a sufficiently effective method of detecting 
weakness in the boiler, or to be yelied upon to 
the exclusion of other better and well-known 
methods of test. 

The fact that the hydrostatic test is not con¬ 
clusive as to the safety of a boiler has long 
been well known and admitted among intelli- 

S ent engineers. The'steam ferryboat West- 
eld met with precisely such an accident a dozen 
yfears ago; and it was shown at the coroner’s 
inquest, at which the writer assisted that offi¬ 
cial in the examination of his expert witnesses, 
that the boiler had been inspected, and had 
been tested, but a few weeks before, by the 


U. S. inspector, who applied a pressure con- 
siderabl}' in excess of that at which the explo¬ 
sion took place. The cause of the accident, 
by which a large number of people lost their 
lives, was precisely that which caused the 
explosion of the Rivmlnlc’s boiler, and the 
method of rupture was the same. In either 
case, proper methods of inspection would have 
saved the lives of the sufferers. 

It is undoubtedly true, thajt many of the in¬ 
spectors arc conscientious, experienced, ekil- 
ful, and painstaking men, and do their duty 
in spite of the defects of the existing law; 
but it is also true that now and then a care¬ 
less or incompetent, inspector will neglect the 
simplest details of his work, and that we mnst 
expect occasional repetition of this sdd expe¬ 
rience, until the law is intelligently framed, and 
so administered that the passing of a defective 
boiler by the inspector shall become as nearly 
as possible an impossibility. 

Robert II. Tiu kstox. 

Hoboken, Bept. 23, 18*3. 


THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MICROS - 
COP I STS. 

THK sixth annual meeting was held this year In 
Chicago, Aug. 7-U. The usual number of members 
was present, and the meeting was full of Interest 
from the beginning tb the end. The forenoon session 
of Tuesday was given to organization, and the report 
of the president on ttje official action of the execu¬ 
tive officers for the year. At the afternoon session, 
papers were read as follows. Microscopical examina¬ 
tion of seminal stains on cloth, by F. M. Hamlin. 
After pointing out the defects of Koblanck’s method, 
that usually given In the manuals, he explained his 
own, which he had found eminently successful. It is 
In brief as follows. “ 2. If the stain to be examined 
is upon any thin cotton, linen, silk, or woollen fabric, 
cut out a piece about one-eighth Inch square, lay It 
upon a slide previously moistened with a drop of 
water, and let it soak for half an hour or so; , . . 
then with a pair of needles unravel or fray out the 
threads at the corners, put on the glass cover, press 
It down firmly, and submit to the microscope, 2. If 
the fabric is of such a thickness or nature that It 
cannot be examined as above, fold it through the 
centra of the stain, and with a sharp knife shave off 
the projecting edge thus made, catching upon a slide 
moistened with water the particles removed. After 
soaking & few minutes, say five to ten, the powdery 
mass will Sink down through the water, and rest 
upon the slide. The cover-glass may now be put on, 
and the preparation examined.” 

College microscopical societies, by Sarah F. Whit¬ 
ing, The author discussed, first, the question * What 
use dan a microscopical society subserve ?' second, 
1 How can it be made a success ? ’ Such a society, in 
its range of topics, can take In almost all the physical 
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and social sciences; and an enthusiasm created in It 
will help many of the departments of college-work. 
The society welcomes the incoming classes, and 
affords an opportunity for a change to those accus¬ 
tomed to years of dry drill in the mathematics and 
languages of the preparatory schools. It opens their 
eyes to the perfections of nature, awakens in them a 
curiosity, and stimulates interest in all the scientific 
studies of the college course. There are Interesting 
subjects of microscopical investigation, carried on 
In society, which do not come under any department 
of college Instruction. The live college microscopi¬ 
cal society will not only awaken interest in students 
and teachers, but will attract the attention of the 
authorities who control the funds, and the commu¬ 
nity generally. The conditions of success in such a 
society are just what they are in every other scientific 
society the object of which is not alone investigation, 
but instruction of its members and others. There 
must be desirable members, those who are willing to 
work: all must have something to do. “ The fresh¬ 
men, by their exclaiming, fan the flame of enthusiasm, 
and, before they can do any thing alone with the 
microscope, can serve the society on the lamp com¬ 
mittee.” There should be a class In microscopical 
technology, apparatus, a library, and especially the 
current scientific journals. 

Cataloguing, labelling, and storing microscopical 
preparations, by Simon H. Gage. This paper pointed 
out the advantages of properly cataloguing, etc., one’s 
microscopical preparations, and then gave in detail 
the course found to be successful by the author. “ The 
catalogue should indicate all that is known of a speci¬ 
men at the time of Its preparation, and all the process¬ 
es by which it is treated, it is only by the possession 
of such a complete knowledge" of the entire history 
of a preparation that one is able to judge with cer¬ 
tainty of the comparative excellence of methods.” 
The card method is advocated. “The cards me 
postal-card size, and each preparation has Its own 
card. . * . These may be arranged alphabetically; 
and, as new preparations are made, new cards may 
be added in their proper order, while those of 
desttoyed or discarded preparations may be removed 
without in any way marring the catalogue. Finally, 
the cards may be kept in a neat box which occupies 
but little more apace than a manuscript book,” The 
cabinet should allow the slide* to be flat, exclude 
dust and light. Each slide should have a separate 
compartment, numbered to agree with the slide* 
The floor of the compartment should be hoveled at 
the end, so as to facilitate removal; and the drawers 
of the cabinet should be independent, but so close 
together that slides will not fall out when Upped; 
and each should be numbered with Roman letters. 

The president, Albert McCall delivered his an¬ 
nual address, Tuesday evening, in Weber music- 
hall. HU theme was 4 Verification of microscopic^ 
observation,’ Referring to the scientific spirit and a 
common bond of the society’s organisation, he said, 
“In this intensely practical age of ours, we are in 
danger of forgetting that the true aim of sd&ice is 
•imply the pursuit of truth, and that the. mighty 


benefits, the invaluable and almost countless gifts, of 
wealth and ease and safety, which result from scien¬ 
tific discovery* and which so greatly bless the world 
to-day, will result most surely when science has an 
eye single to the search for simple truth, — truth that 
to the practical world seems often abstract and un¬ 
important. * . . We are not all botanists, not all 
zoologists, nor all student!? of lithology; yet we have 
a well-defined common ground. We are all deeply 
interested In the physics of the microscope and in the 
methods of its use; and, in order to be skilled in 
that department of Investigation we have severally 
chosen, we must be more or less fully practical in 
microscopical work in many fields.” To prove that 
“only as theories are submitted to repeated and 
varied forms of verification Is error eliminated and 
final truth obtained,” numerous facts were cited from 
the history of scientific progress; after which, the 
means of verification of microscopical observation 
were discussed. These are repetition of observation, 
use of the camera luclda, photomicrography, media 
and reagents, improved lenses and apparatus, and a 
better knowledge of optics. 

Wednesday forenoon was devoted to papers on 
bacteria. T. J. Burrlll read a paper on preparing 
and mounting bacteria. He stated that the elements 
of successful staining are as follows: 14 1. The organ¬ 
isms should be decidedly and conspicuously stained; 
ii* The general mass of embedding-material should 
be left unstained, or so different in color that the 
organism can be distinctly seen; 8. There should 
be no granular or other precipitations from the 
staining-material; 4. The color should be suitable 
for the purposes required, and permanent if the 
object is to be mounted; 5. The process should. be 
os simple as possible, and free from manipulate 
difficulties. * . . Except for a few special restms, 
aniline dyes are by far the most serviceable in stain¬ 
ing bacteria. However, no one staining-material, 
nor any single method of procedure, can be made 
to answer well the requirements for all kinds of 
bacteria.” 

Dr. H. J. Detmors presented some conclusions 
reached by himself while studying the diseases of cat¬ 
tle in Texas. Bacteria he regarded as unquestionably 
the cause of certain fevers. Under certain conditions, 
all bacteria become pathogenetic; but these condi¬ 
tions are not yet fully understood. 

Dr. George E, Fell read a paper on the clinical ad¬ 
vantages of ozone, and its effects on the micro-organ¬ 
isms of infusions. After giving the favorable results 
of the use of ozone by Dr. F. W. Bartlett in scar¬ 
let-fever, diphtheria, whooping-cough, typhoid-fever, 
etc,, he gave in tabular form the results of a series of 
experiments by himself, — experiments in which 
bacteria, and other forms indigenous in Infusion*, 
were subjected to the, influence of air charged with 
ozone. 

Following the discussion on the three preceding 
papers, Dr, G f B, Blackburn presented the report of 
committee on oculars. The report recommends nam¬ 
ing oculars, like objectives, by their equivalent local 
lengths ip English inches. For, the tubes of uculam 
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the standard medium size, 1.25 inch Is recommended, 
with the alternatives of 1 inch and 1*85 inch for those 
who wish smaller or larger tubes; also for the upper 
tube of the ocular ,15 inch, and, for sub-stage tube, 1*50 
inch. The purpose of the society is to secure uniform¬ 
ity In these sizes, so that apparatus of different makers 
shall be interchangeable, as objectives have bean since 
the adoption of the 1 society screw.’ 

The first paper in the afternoon was a critical study 
of the action of a diamond in ruling lines on glass, by 
Prof. William A. Rogers. The author stated his the¬ 
ory relating to the method which Nobert may possibly 
have employed in the production of Ids plates briefly 
thus: “The lines composing Nobert's finest bands are 
produced by a single crystal of the ruling-diamond, 
whose ruling qualities improve with use, . , , When 
a diamond is ground to a knife-edge, this edge is still 
made up of separate crystals, though we may not be 
able to see them; and a perfect line Is obtained only 
when the ruling is done by a single crystal. When a 
good knife-edge has been obtained, the preparation 
for ruling consists In finding a good crystal. Occa¬ 
sionally excellent ruling*crystals are obtained by 
splitting, a diamond in the direction of one or more 
of the twenty-four cleavage planes which are found 
in a perfectly formed crystal. A ruling-point formed 
in this way Is, however, very easily broken, and soon 
wears out. Experience has shown that the best re¬ 
sults are obtained by choosing a crystal haying oue 
glazed surface, and splitting off the opposite face. By 
grinding this split face, a knife-edge is formed against 
the natural face of the diamond, which will remain 
in good condition for a long lime. When a ruling- 
crystal has been found which will produce moderately 
heavy lines of the finest quality, it Is at first generally 
too sharp for ruling lines finer than 20,000 or 80,000 
to the inch, even with the lightest possible pressure 
of the surface of the glass. But gradually the edges 
of this cutting-crystal wear away by use, until at last 
ttys particular crystal takes the form of a true knife- 
edge which Is parallel with the line of motion of the 
ruling-slide: in other words, when a diamond has 
been so adjusted aa to yield lines of the beat character, 
Its ruling-qualities improve with use. If Nobert had 
any so-called 4 secret,’ I believe this to have been its 
substance. 

“ The problem of fine ruling consists of two parts, 
—first, in tracing lines of varying degrees of fineness; 
and, second, in making the interlinear spaces equal. 
The latter part of the problem is purely mechanical, 
and presents no difficulties which cannot be over¬ 
come by mechaulcal skill. It will be tbe aim of the 
present paper to describe the more marked character¬ 
istics of lines of good quality ruled upon glass. ... A 
perfect Hue is densely black, with at least one edge 
Sharply defined. Both tfdges are perfectly smooth. 
Add to these characteristics a rich black gloss, and 
you have a picture of the coarser lines of a perfect 
Nobert plate.\ In the study of the action of a dia¬ 
mond in producing a breaking fracture in glass, tbe 
microscope seems to be of little service; but we can 
call it to our aid in the study of its action in ruling 
smooth lines. One would naturally suppose that a line 


of the best quality would be produced by the stop¬ 
page of the light under which it Is viewed by the 
opaque groove which is cut by the ruling-diamond.. 
Without doubt, this is the way in which lines are gen¬ 
erally formed; but it is not the only way in which 
they can be produced. An examination under the 
microscope will reveal tbe fact, that In some Instances, 
at least, a portion of the glass is actually removed 
from the groove cut by the diamond; and that the 
minute particles of glass thus removed are sometimes 
laid up lu windrows beside the real line, as a plough 
turns up a furrow of toll. . . . The particles of glass 
removed take four characteristic forms: (a| They 
appear as chips scattered over the surface of the glass; 
(& / They appear as particles so minute, that when laid 
upon a windrow, and forming an apparent line, they 
cannot be separated under the microscope; (c) They 
take the form of filaments when the glass is suffi¬ 
ciently tough for them to be maintained unbroken; (tf) 
They take a circular form. . . . It must not, however, 
be supposed that lines of tbe best quality always pre¬ 
sent the appearance described above.” These char¬ 
acteristic results were illustrated by plates, with the 
fragments and fibres, in place. The autbor also re¬ 
ferred to Mr. Fasoldt’s claim, that he has succeeded 
in ruling llnes’one million to the inch. Bethinks 
the limit just a trifle too high; but, if reduced one- 
half, be is by no means sure but that It may be 
reached. 

Following this was a paper by A. U. Chester, de¬ 
scribing a new method of dry mounting, in which 
the cover-glass U easily removable. The object fs 
fastened to the slldejn the usual way, and a tin 
cell built np about It sufficiently high for the cover 
to clear the object; then a ring of larger bore Is 
ctfincnted on, making a flange to receive cover. The 
latter ring, having been punched out of tin foil by a 
gun-wad punch, and put In place with the smaller 
hole uppermost, makes a groove above the cover, luto 
which & spring-brass ring Is put, holding the cover in 
place. The advantages of this method are many, — 
the objects may be easily viewed uncovered; dust or 
moisture accumulating in the cell may be removed; 
the mounting is quickly done, etc. 

In the evening session, Mr. W. H. Walrasley read a 
paper giving the latest and best results and methods, 
by himself and others, in the art of photomicrog¬ 
raphy. The photographs in illustration were exhib¬ 
ited by L. D» McIntosh by means of Ula solar micro¬ 
scope with ether oxygen light. 

Following Ibis was a short paper by D. 8. Kellicott, 
giving an account of certain stalked infusoria found 
in the crayfish. Two species, believed to be peculiar 
to tbe giU-chambers, were described. One of these 1# 
new tp science, and was named Cothumla variabills. 
The well-marked varieties seem to be due to situa¬ 
tion; le., those on the hairs of the lining-membrane 
are relatively longer, with a spine at the upper edge 
of the aperture of the lorlca, but without a spine on 
the ventrlcoee front of the same, while a stouter 
variety, situated on the membrane itself, has a spine 
in front, hut none on the edge of the aperture. A 
third variety occurs ou the gills; it also has a spine 
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on the ventricoae part of the shell, but the aperture 
Is horizontal instead of vertical. They are »o abun¬ 
dant a« to encumber the gills of the host, rendering 
them brown to the ©ye. An EpistyUs from the same 
host was named E. Niagarae: it is close to E. bala- 
norum, a marine fonn. The same writer, at another 
session, described Cothurnia lata n. s., found on Dl- 
aptomus, and also gave a general account of two inter¬ 
nal parasites of the crayfish. 

The first paper Thursday morning was on the 
effects of division of the vagi on the muscles of 
the heart, by A. M. Bleile. The object of the paper 
was the demonstration of nutritive or trophic nerves 
for the heart, and was a continuation of work re¬ 
ported in the Proceedings of the society last year. 

Following this, T. IS, Up de Graff described certain 
fre»h-water worms. One, a rotifer, is new: it was 
named Brack! onus Gleasonil. Independent of the 
spines, its length is 0.145 inch, the front of the car¬ 
apace without spines. The posterior edge beans five 
curved spines: there is one, also, on the dorsal part 
of the shell, — a peculiar feature. 

The remainder of the session was occupied by 
short papers, by Francis Wolle, on fresh-water algae, 
and one by John Kruttschnitt on ferns and their 
development 

In the afternoon the session was opened by a re¬ 
port upon a standard centimetre, prepared by the 
IT. S. bureau of weights and measures, by W. A. 
Rogers. The lines of the centimetre are ruled on a 
plate of platinum-iridium soldered to brass with silver. 
The report describes the plate, and compares its 
divisions with a standard. The original ba*is of this 
Unit Is a .metre upon copper, prepared for Professor 
Bogers by Professor Tresca of the Conservatoire 
des arts et metiers at Paris. The report concludes 
thus: — 

• 1. Tlmt the centimetre A % measured by the middle 
defining line, is exactly a hundredth part of the 
metre des archives reduced to sixty degrees Fahren¬ 
heit. It can therefore be safely adopted as the unit 
in all measures with low-power objectives. 

2. That the second millimetre of the scale is ex¬ 
actly a thousand ill part of the metre des archives 
when at the same temperature. 

The centimetre is now the property of the society; 
ft having been tendered to it -by the national com¬ 
mittee on micrometry, and accepted and adopted at 
a standard or basis for future studies and discussions 
in micrometry. The scale is in the hands of I>r, 
George E. Fell. A committee was appointed for 
securing copies on glass. The rules for Us control 
and use wilt soon be published. 

After this report, Dr. George E. Blackham read a 
communication on the relation of aperture to ampli¬ 
fication in the selection of a series of microscopic ob¬ 
jectives, The author showed that amplification is 
not the only element which enters into the problenf 
bf rendering visible minute details, but tlm aperture 
Of the objective forms another element Working, 
then, on the generaHines laid down, he had selected 
as a set bf powers, sufficient for all the work o# any 
mioroscoplst, the following —* 


■, One 4-1 och objective of 0,10 n.a. « r 12* an angle, nearly. 

“ i « “ « 0.26 n.a, *» 80f* ■* M 11 

» 4 « «* “ .04 n.a.« 140* •< •• “ 

“ ft « «• M 1.42 n.a. 

“The first two to be dry-working objectives, with¬ 
out cover-correction; the third to be dry-working, With 
cover-correction; and the fourth to be a homogene¬ 
ous immersion objective, with cover-correction; and 
all to be of the highest possible grade of workman¬ 
ship. The stand should have a tube of such length 
Hhat standard distance of ten inches from the front 
surface of objective to diaphragm of eye-piece can 
be obtained on it, and to be furnished with six eye¬ 
pieces; viz., 2-inch, 1-inch, and J-inch ifuyghenian, 
and -J-inch, i-inch, and J-inch solid,” 

In the evening the annual ttolrfe took place, in con¬ 
nection with the State microscopical society of Illi¬ 
nois, at the Calumet club-house. There were two 
hundred and fifty microscopes on the tables. A great 
variety of objects were shown to a party of five hun¬ 
dred guests of the club. 

There were a number of reports and papers to 
be disposed of on Friday, the society adjourning at 
five KM. 

The first paper was by Dr. W. T, Bel field, on the 
detection of adulteration in lard. Photographs rep¬ 
resenting crystals of pure and adulterated lard were 
exhibited. Those of the former are long, thin 
plates, wilh beveled ends, while the crystals of tal¬ 
low are plume-shaped, resembling somewhat an os¬ 
trich feather. 

Dr. Y. S, Clevinger presented a paper on the pa¬ 
thology of the brain. 

Dr. Thomas Taylor’s paper, on internal parasites in 
the domestic fowl, was read. The parasites referred; 
to were a mite from the lungs, another mite in the 
cellular tissue, and an encysted nematoid from the 
crop. 

A paper on the termination of the nerves in the kid¬ 
neys was presented by M. L. Holbrook. The author’s 
method may be stated thus: “The fresh kidneys, 
as well as those preserved in chromic-add solutions, 
were frozen in the freezing-microtome of Dr. Taylor, 
and the sections allowed to remain in the gold so¬ 
lution for varying periods of time, from forty min¬ 
utes to several days. When removed, they were 
carefully washed in distilled water, and placed in a 
strong formic acid of a specific gravity of a hundred 
and twenty degrees for from five to eight minutes, or 
in a twenty-five-per-cent solution of the same for 
hours and even days, Sometimes I obtained very good 
specimens by placing the sections first in a dilute 
twenty-flvo-pm>cent solution of formic add for twen¬ 
ty-four hours, and afterward staining them with 
chloride of gold until they reached the color desired. 

. . ♦ The nerves supplying* the kidneys are mainly 
of the non-roedullated variety. They accompany the 
larger arteries of this organ, either in bundles, or In 
fiat, expanded layers; and the latter features I found 
more common than the former. Sometimes an artery 
would be found encircled by a network of non-me- 
duUated nerve* in a bewildering number. Hundreds 
of such nucleated bundles of fibres could be traced 
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around, above, and below an artery, freely branching, the cat; and Dr. F. M- Hamlin, on mounting fo- 

bifurcatlng, and supplying all the neighboring forma- raminffera. New apparatus was described as follows: 

tions with a large number of delicate flbrlllae, , . . new microscope-stand with concentric movements. 

The bundles of nerve-fibres give off delicate ramules by J, D. Cox; new modification of theSpitzka micro* 

to the afferent vessels by which they enter the tuft; tome, by Y. S. Clevinger; and a new binocular 

and here they produce a delicate plexus spun around arrangement, by Edward Bausch. 

its capillaries. It was impossible to decide where the The next annual meeting will be held at Rochester, 
ultimate fibrillae branch In the capillaries of the tuft. N.Y., in August, 1804. 

. . . Sometimes I obtained specimens in which it The officers for the present year are: president, 
seemed as if the ultimate flbrlllae branched beneath Hon. Jacob D. Cox; vice-presidents, William A* 

the covering, flat epithelia In the delicate connective Rogers, T, J. Burrill; secretary, D, S. KelUcott; treae- 

tissue between the convolutions of the capillaries. urer, fteorge E. Fell y executive committee, Albert H* 

* . , In perfect specimens there is no difficulty in Chester, William Humphreys, and II. A. Johnson. 



satisfying one’s self of the fact that every tubule Is THE JA VA UPHEAVALA 

encircled by a plexus of non-roeduflated nerve-fibres, 

coursing either In the Immediate vicinity of the tu- The details which have reached us during the past 
bule, In the interstitial connective tissue, or within week, of the terrible selsmical manifestation at Java, 

the dense layer subjacent to the epltbolla, known prove It to be one of the most disastrous on record, 

as the mtmbraw propria , or even with the layer Probably, moreover, it is the greatest phenomenon 

along the feet of the epithelia themselves.” in physical geography which has occurred during at 

Short papers were read by Dr. Salmon Hudson, on least the historical period, in the same space of time, 

the yatmtrplmi; by J. M< Mansfield, on division of The accompanying skeLch-map will afford some idea 

labor among mlcroscopUts; by Dr, L. M. Kastman, of the extent and nature of the change which has 

on egg-like bodies In the liver of the rabbit; by Dr, taken place, and the character of the sea-bed and the 

George E. Fell, on a peculiarity in the structure of land tn the region affected. 

the human spermatozoon. Dr. Lester Curtis made The volcanic island of Krakatoa lies about the 
*ome observations on vessels of the spinal cord of 1 Taken from Nature, sopt. 6. 
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middle of the north part of the passage between Java 
and Sumatra, a passage which has formed an impor¬ 
tant commercial route. The strait Is about seventy 
miles long and sixty broad at the south-west end, 
narrowing to thirteen miles at the north-east end. 
The island, seven miles long by five broad, lay about 
thirty miles from the coast of Java; and northwards 
the strait contracts like a funnel, the two coasts In 
that direction approaching very near to each other. 
A few weeks ago, as we intimated at the time, the 
volcano on the island began to manifest renewed 
activity. The whole region is volcanic; Java jtself 
having at least sixteen active volcanoes, while many 
others can only be regarded as quiescent, not extinct. 
Various parts of the island have been frequently 
devastated by volcanic outbursts, one of the most 
disastrous of these having proceeded from a volcano 
which was regarded as having been long extinct. 
The present outburst in Krakatoa seems to have 
reached a crisis on the night of Aug, 20 . The deto¬ 
nations were heard as far as Soerakarta; and ashes 
fell at Cheribon, about 250 miles eastwards on the 
north coast of Java. The whole sky over western 
Java was darkened with ashes; and, when investiga¬ 
tion became possible, it was found that the most 
wide-spread disaster had occurred. The greater part 
of the district of North Bantam has been destroyed, 
partly by the ashes which fell, and partly by an enor¬ 
mous wave generated by tbe wide-spread volcanic dis¬ 
turbance in the bed of the strait. The town of Anjer, 
and other towns on the coast, have been overwhelmed 
and swept away; and the loss of life is estimated at 
100,000, The bland of Krakatoa itself, estimated to 
contain 8,000,000,000 cubic yards of material, seem# 
to have been shattered, and sunk beneath the waters; 
while sixteen volcanic craters have appeared above 
the sea between the site of that island and Si bis! 
Island, where the sea is comparatively shallow. The 
Soengepan volcano has split into five; and it is stated 
that an extensive plain of * volcanic stone* has been 
formed in the sea, near Lampong, Sumatra, probably 
at a part of the coast dotted with small islands. A 
vessel near the site of the eruption had its deck 
covered with ashes eighteen inches deep, and passed 
masses of pumice-stone seven feet in depth. The 
wave reached the coast of Java on the morning of the 
27tli, and, thirty metres high, swept the coast between 
Merak and Tjirlngin, totally destroying Anjer, Merak, 
and Tjiringln. Five miles of the coast of Sumatra 
seem to have been swept by the wave, and many lives 
lost. At Taujonjf Vriok, fifty-eight miles distant 
from Krakatoa, a sea seven feet and a half higher 
than the ordinary highest level suddenly rushed in, 
and overwhelmed the place. Immediately afterward* 
it as suddenly sank ten feet and a half below the 
high-water mark, the effect being roost destructive. 
We shall probably hear more of this wave, as doubt¬ 
less It was a branch of it which made its way across 
the Pacific, and that with such rapidity that on the 
27th it reached San Francisco harbor, and continued 
to come in at intervals of twenty minutes, rising to a 
height of one foot for several days. The great wave 
generated on May 10, 1877, by the earthquake at 


Jquique, on the coast of Peru, spread over the Pacific 
as far north as the Sandwich Islands, and south to 
New Zealand and Australia; while that at Arlca, on 
Aug. 18 and 14, 1809, extended right across the Pacific 
to Yokohama ( Nature , vol. i. p. 54). It is misleading 
to speak of such waves as tidal: they are evidently 
due to powerful, extensive, and sudden disturbances 
of the ocean-bed, and are frequently felt in the Pacific 
when no earthquake has been experienced anywhere, 
though doubtless duo to commotions Bomewhere in 
the depths of ocean. So far, these are all the facts 
that arc known in connection with this last stupen¬ 
dous outburst of volcanic energy. It has altered the 
entire physical geography of the region, and the con¬ 
dition of the ocean-bed. The existing charts of the 
strait, with their careful soundings, are useless for 
purposes of navigation; and, when quiescence is re¬ 
stored, a new series of soundings will be necessary. 
Doubtless tbe results of the outbreak will receive 
minute attention at the hands of the Dutch govern¬ 
ment; and, when all the data are collected, they will 
form valuable material for the study of the physical 
geographer. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 

Humblebees vs. field-mice. 

In Science of Sept. 7 the vice-president of section 
F (biology), In his address of Aug. 15, referring to 
the aid given by humblebees in fertilizing Trlfollum 
pratense, is reported as saying, “ Bumblebees pre¬ 
fer to raise their colonies in old nests of meadow- 
mice. I mentioned In my last report, that it had 
been suggested that we should not keep many cats, 
nor allow hawks, foxes, or dogs to catch these mice; 
for they make nests which are quite necessary for 
the bumblebees, which help fertilize our red clover, 
and thereby largely increase the yield of seed.” 

I would beg leave to differ from the author of the 
suggestion referred to, on the ground, that, if carried 
out, the effect produced would be apt to be quite the 
contrary of that intended. As field-mice prey upon 
the nests and combs of tbe humblebees, acting as a 
great check to their Increase in numbers, the greater 
the precautions taken, to prevent the killing of the 
mice, the greater would be tbe tendency towards 
the extermination of the bumblebee, and therefore 
the less would be the yield of seed, resulting from the 
lack of aid'rendered by these insects in fertilizing 
the red clover. 

In support of my objection, I would refer to Dar¬ 
win's Origin of species, sixth edition, third chapter, 
where, under the head of “ Complex relations of alt 
animals and plants to each other In the struggle 
for existence/* bo says, “The number of humble- 
bees in any district depends In a great measure on 
the number of field-mice, which destroy their combs 
and nests; and Cob Newman, who lias long attended 
to the habits of humblebees, believes that 4 more 
than two-thirds of them ore thus destroyed all over 
England,*” E. Nuoknt. 

Potutown, Pena., Sept. IS, ISIS. 

The influence of winds upon tree-growth. 

I observe that in the vicinity of Cambridge end 
Boston, wherever the common New-Bngland elm* 
stand in a moderately Isolated site, and one exposed 
to the wind, they lean, in a large .majority of»casss, 
trunk and all, to the south-east. This it true, *bp* 
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to a less extent, of maples; but the oak, -ash, poplar, ■ 
and pine stand sturdily erect. I believe the leaning 
of the elastic-fibred elms Is due to the prevailing 
winds, which are from the west and north*west, 
these winds being also the strongest and coldest. At 
the office of the U. S. signal-service in Boston, obser- 
' rations are taken three times a day. In 1882, out of 
1,096 observations taken, 298 showed the wind to be 
in the west, and 226 showed it to be in the north* 
west: in other words, about half (or forty-seven per 
cent) of the observations showed the wind to be 
somewhere between west and north-west. For the 
other five years the record Is as follows: — 


1877. 

1878. 

1870. 

| 1880. 

I 1881. 

247 W. 

169 N.W. 

229 W. 

231 N.W. 

273 W. 

267 N.W. 

301 W. 

163 N.W. 

278 W. 

176 N.W. 


So much for the prevailing direction of the wind. 
There seems to be no other cause than tills, to which 
we can assign the phenomenon of growth in ques¬ 
tion. All the many exceptions to the rule are to 
be explained, doubtless, by local causes, — shelter, 
neighborhood of other trees, and other more occult 
conditions of fibre. The works on forestry and bot¬ 
any seem not to notice the fact of asymmetry in tree- 
growth. It is only a repetition, on a larger scale, of 
the graceful deviation from monotonous symmetry 
which characterizes all leaf and branch structure. 

W . S. Kennedy. 

Importance of lime-Juice in the pemmioan for 
arotio expeditions. 

The recent failure to relieve the party under Lieut. 
A. W. Ureely at Lady Franklin Bay leads us to 
recur to the repeated difficulties which have marked 
the history of former arctic expeditions. We have 
re-examined the accounts of the English expedition 
of the Alert and the Discovery, under Nares and Ste¬ 
phenson, which left England, May 29, 1876. It was 
the first English arctic expedition which had orders 
to endeavor to reach the North Pole. It had the 
advantage of the advice of experienced arctic navi¬ 
gators, Its commander Nares having been a member 
of several such expeditions. 

Thus It surprises the reader, that more thorough 
precautions were not made against the scurvy. The 
London quarterly review for January, 1877, has the 
fullest account of the ravages committed by that dis¬ 
ease with the sledge-parties sent out by Nares. Of 
the sledge-party under Commander Parr It says,—* 

“ Of wvetJtQon of the flnrat men of the uevy, who composed 
the original party, hut five were (on return) able to walk along, 
aide. One woe dead, and the remainder In the iMt extremity of 
ilhteea.” 

It gives a minute account of the prostration by 
scurvy of the two other sledge-parties,—one under 
Commander Beaumont, and one under Commander 
Aldrich. Concerning the latter, the Meview says, — 

w To quote from the Journal of Commander Aldrich, who led 
the western division, would be to repeat the •*me druadful do- 
toil*. Tim party broke down, and were Supported by the name 
pluck, and brought back alive—that Is ah one can ray — by the 
help of 0od and4hoaame-detewnloe<tooumge. Buw4y> nothing 
finer waa ever recorded than Chi* ad vance of three * ledge*, — one 
to the north, another to the eaat,» third to the west. — laden down 
wUh sick and dying men, In obedienoo to an ofrder to do their 
best, each in tbtfraeparate direction. It 1* the bid etory, —too 
eowamon In ghgfinhommic the nnginlanUon broke+dowW and 
to^gdnai heroism stopped in to nave the bottom! th* day. Bat 


All this was because the parties bad no lime-juice. 
And Capt, Nares, “ with a chivalry and candor which 
do him uonor, whether he has failed in judgment or 
not, declared that such was the fact, and that the 
omission was made by his orders and ou his respon¬ 
sibility.” He said, — 

H Acting on tty light* and experience at the time, I followed 
tlie example of »Uoh men n* M'CHntock, lti chard a, Mlehan, and 
McClure, of the Investigator, end started off outr sledge* with a* 
nearly a* possible the name ration* a* had proved fairly aucccm* 
fill on all previous occasion*; that le, without Ume<julco for Issue 
a* a ration, a *ro*H quantity for one a* a medicine being carried 
by the aledgo*, which were not expected to b© able to obtaiu 
game. ... Up to the middle of May the Hme-luic© remain* aa 
solid aaa rock. No eledgfe-party employed in the arctic region* 
in the cold month of April naa ever been able to l**ue a regular 
ration of timeduluc. in addition to the extra weight to be 
dragged, that it* carriage would entail, thorn la the even more 
aerlou* oon«t deration of the time necessary In order to melt *uf. 
ficlent *now.” 

He added, — 

" Of course, hereafter, lime* juice In uomc ehape or other muel 
be carried In ail alodgingJourney*; and w© earnestly tru»t that 
tome mean* will be found to make it in a tote woe, for, a* a fluid, 
there l*, and will always be, extreme difficulty in using It In cold 
weather, unless arctic travelling 1* considerably curtailed." 

The Quarterly reufew, in quoting these manly re¬ 
marks of Capt. Nares at Guildhall, says,— 

"Even If It should be found that B!r Oeorge foiled In judg¬ 
ment In this matter, he ha* in our opinion «bown the finer form 
of fitness for command, In his readiness to assume the responsi¬ 
bility of hi* acts." 

His frankness and manliness in assuming the 
whole blame to himself have evidently, In great meas¬ 
ure, disarmed criticism. 

But this brings us to the main object in this letter; 
and that is, to recur to the remedies which this story 
has suggested. If lozenges of lime-juice in a shape 
for arctic exploration have not been manufactured, 
they certainly can at least now be found at the drug¬ 
gists tn a shape to be used as troches for colds. 

But tile efficient remedy Is to have peiumican made 
which is permeated with lime-juice, as recommended 
in the * Iteport of the surgeon-general of the navy for 
1880* (see p. 368). Gen. P. 8. Wales said,— 

M The Indispensable necessity of llmo-Julco In the sledging- 
parti©*, and the difficulties of carryln* it, and preparing it for 
u*e, induced me to suggest the propriety of combining the juice 
end pemmioan in the proportion of one ounce to the pound of 
the latter. The pemmioan is greatly improved in tost© nnd 
flavor, and will, I bolitve, be more assimilable. Till* i* an 
important modification, as there are person* who cannot eat the 
ordinary article." 

The article was prepared as proposed, and tried In 
Washington, and pronounced to he very palatable. 

Gen. George H. Thomas, in preparing for one of 
his battles, issued a general order, enjoining upon bia 
whole army strict attention to minutiae, saying that 
“ the loss of a battle might be due to one missing 
linchpin.” 

In recurring to this recommendation from the office 
of the surgeon-general of the navy, we have thought 
that it may be considered opportune, when the minds 
of many are now turned upon the arctic expeditions. 
We think that recommendation was followed, so far 
as the preparations of the Jeannette and the Kodgers 
were concerned; but, alas! they never got so far as 
to turn their attention to flttliig out explorations with 
sledge-parties. Benjamin Anvonn. 

Renaselaeria from the Hamilton group of Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

WU1 you kindly afford me a small space to correct 
an error In your report of the discussion which fol- 
lowed ihe reading of toy paper at Minneapolis? On 
p. m of your issue for Bepfc. 7 occur the following 
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'* The differences between them Jthe fossils exhib¬ 
ited and the Orlskany species of Reasselaerla] were 
slight, though well marked. Professor Hall described 
some of these differences, and Mr. Clay pole acknowl¬ 
edged that a certain Y-shaped groove was wanting fa 
his specimens. Profeasor Half thought that possibly 
the fossils should be referred to Amphigenla, which 
had many similarities to Rensselaer!a,” 

The Y-shaped groove in question Is one of the 
generic marks of Amphigenla: and its absence, there¬ 
fore, was urged by me as excluding the fossils from 
that genus, and Inferentially as a strong argument In 
favor of placing them in Renss^aerla, 

As the above-mentioned error places me (fcnd I 
think Professor Hall also) in false positions, and 
Involves a grave mistake in paleontology, I am In¬ 
duced to ask your Insertion of this correction, which 
I have submitted to Professor Hall for his approval. 

I ought to add that the suggestion of Amphigenla 
by Professor Hall Was only the result of a momen¬ 
tary impression on the first sight of the fossil, and 
one which he immediately withdrew, on observing 
the absence of the Y-shaped groove above alluded to. 

. E. W. Claypolk. 

Aurora. 

The auroral display here to-night was unusually 
brilliant. I observed it first at 7,04 i\m. At this 
time a low but rather brilliant- arch of light spanned 
the north-eastern horizon, the crest of the arch hav¬ 
ing an altitude of about 20°. During the next three 
minutes, the lights rapidly took on the ‘streamer* 
form, gradually shooting upward to a little beyond 
the zenith, and at this time stretching from east, 10° 
south, around to west, 15° north, on the horizon, 
During about two minutes, the wavlng-curtaln 
aspect was very pronounced In the north-east, after 
which only striated patches flamed out here and 
there, moving alternately west and east. These 
patches all converged toward the zenith, but left 
with one the impression of being pendulous and 
very near. The atmosphere appeared very dear, 
the moon full and bright, the twilight still strong; 
and there was light enough yet to enable one to read 
a newspaper, but with difficulty. The streamers, 
however, Jay in sharp contrast against the blue sky, 
even where the twilight was strongest, 

At 7.15 the lights began to die rapidly away, and 
at 7.50 none were to be seen; but at 8, and again at 
8.18, there were distinct hut small curtains to he seen 
in the north-west. At 8.20 there began a magnifi¬ 
cent display. Three large curtains formed one above 
the other, the lowest about 20° above the horizon 
in the north-west. They drifted gently toward the 
zenith, swaying and folding Just enough, it seemed, 
to suit the almost Imperceptible breeze which was 
stirring. The lights could he easily seen within 7° of 
the moon; and yet it cast Us shadow on the carpet In 
a room 18 by H, where two kerosene-lamps were burn¬ 
ing, one of them a no. 1, and the other a no. 2, burner# 
At IU0 scarcely a trace of the aurora could be seen. 
A little later, a very faint diffusa light covered the 
northern sky to an altitude of about 25 p . This soon 
became striped, and afterwards appeared to move 
bodily toward the zenith. At 10.20 the lower sky 
had become a deep blue; and just above it, at an alti¬ 
tude of 80°, a broad arch of bright but uniform light 
formed across the sky; and above this, extending past 
the zenith, were similar but much fainter bands. 
Five minutes later, the bright band unfolded a curtain 
which dropped In exquisite folds toward'the horizon. 
This lasted less than two minutes, the whole belt Of 
light becoming striated, but leaving a clear space next 


to the horizon; then followed about fl va minutes dur¬ 
ing which the illuminated portion of the sky seemed 
to be throbbing, and sending out waves of subdued 
light, which spread southward over the bine vault, dy¬ 
ing away before the zenith was reached. This move¬ 
ment soon became more violent; and between 10.40 
and 10.45 the lights had more the appearance of 
flames bursting rapidly from the sky, and spreading 
to the zenith, where they often turned abruptly 
toward each other, and met. This appearance con¬ 
tinued growing gradually less marked until 12.15 A.tf., 
when there was scarcely a trace of auroral display. 
At 12.40 a faint arch of diffuse light could be seen In 
the north, like that already described. 

F. H. Kino. 

River Fall*, Wit., Sept. 16, 1883. 


THOMPSON'S PHILIPP REIS. 

PhUipp Reis: inventor of the telephone . A biographi¬ 
cal sketch , with documentary testimony, trans¬ 
lations of the original papers of the inventor , and 
contemporary publications. By Sylvan 1)8 P. 
Thompson, B.A , I>Se.» professor of experi¬ 
mental physics in University college, Bristol. 
London, JK. fr F . N. Span , 1883. 9*f 182 p-, 
3 pi. 16°. 

The rapid development of the literature of 
the telephone, and the wide-spread interest in 
matters relating to it, have rendered the most 
important details of its history familiar to the 
general reading public, as well as to the scien¬ 
tific world. The account of the life and labors 
of Philipp Reis, by Prof. S. P. Thompson, 
while repeating many of these well-known de¬ 
tails, contains some interesting notices of the 
life and personal characteristics of the invent¬ 
or, and of the various steps by which he brought 
liis instruments to their final stage. Following 
the brief biographical sketch, are descriptions 
of the various forms of apparatus devised by 
Reis, with numerous illustrations ; a statement 
of what the author terms the inventor's claim; 
copies of Reis's own publications respecting 
his invention, and of certain contemporary ac¬ 
counts of it and its operation ; with the testi- 
mon}* of persons who witnessed his experiments. 
An appendix discusses the variable resistance 
of imperfect contacts, a comparison of Reis's 
receiver with later instruments, the doctrine 
of undulatory currents, with some additional 
notes and references relating to Reis's inven¬ 
tion. 

Had the efforts of the author been directed 
to the presentation of these things as matters 
of history merely, the book might be regarded 
as a valuable and interesting summary of foots 
relating to an important invention, and would 
demand but a brief notice here; but a cursory* 
examination of it Is sufficient to show that the 
author has foiled to maintain that judicial atti¬ 
tude of mind which is Indispensable U> the just 
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and impartial record of historic verities. His 
book is throughout a labored special pleading, 
with the attempt to prove that Reis's invention 
not only anticipated, but actually embodied, the 
essential features of the present telephonic ap¬ 
paratus. Space will not permit the considera¬ 
tion of all the points which might bo criticised, 
nor is it necessary. A few of the most impor¬ 
tant are sufficient to illustrate the spirit which 
pervades the work, and to show how the facts 
of historj' are perverted in the endeavor to 
maintain a false and illogical position. 

It has been generally accepted as tme, that 
Reis designed his transmitter to act as a con¬ 
tact-breaker, which should open ahd close the 
circuit once for each vibration produced by the 
sound to be transmitted. The support for this 
view is found not only in the repeated state¬ 
ments of Reis himself, but also in the con¬ 
struction of the apparatus. Reis says, in his 
own description of his transmitter (p. 56), 
“ each sound-wave effects an opening and a 
closing of the current; ” and again, in his let¬ 
ter to Mr. Ladd (p. 84), “If a person sing at 
the station A, in the tube (#) the vibrations 
of air will pass into the box and move the mem¬ 
brane above ; thereby the platina foot (c) of the 
movable angle will l>e lifted up and will thus 
open the stream at every condensation of air in 
the box. The stream will be re-established at 
every rarefaction. For this maimer the steel 
axis at station B will be magnetic once for 
every ftill vibration.*' 

With these and other most distinct state¬ 
ments of Reis, as to the intention and action 
of his apparatus, before him, Professor Thomp¬ 
son, nevertheless, asserts that it was never 
designed to break the circuit. Thus, pn p. 14 


fact the element of elasticity into his inter¬ 
rupter ; and clearly he introduced it for the very 
purpose of avoiding abrupt breaking of the 
contact." If we examine the illustrations of 
the different forms 
of the transmitting 
apparatus, we shall 
see that this device 
was employed for a 
very different pur¬ 
pose. 4 In the ear¬ 
liest form, repre¬ 
sented in fig. 1, the 
screw presses the jf 
spring away lYom 
the membrane, and, 
when the latter re¬ 
cedes in its vibra¬ 
tion, the spring 
carrying the plati¬ 
num point is pre¬ 
vented by the screw 
fVotn following it, 

— an arrangement _ 

that tends to pre- 
vent, and was de- Ki«. i. 

signed to prevent, 

a following contact, and insures a breaking of 
the circuit when the distance of the point is 
properly adjusted. The same is the case with 
the form of transmitter illustrated in fig. 2. 
In the form represented in fig. 8, the screw 
is present, and works against a spring; but 
the screw passes through a stout and firm piece 
of metal, and presses the spring which carries 
the contact-piece forward, that is, toward the 
membrane, thus giving it a rigid support. The 
spring serves merely to push back the con- 



lie says, “ Theoretically, the last was no more 
perfect than the first, and they all embody the 
same fundamental idea: they only differ in the 
mechanical means of carrying out to a greater 
or less degree of perfection the one common 
principle of imitating the mechanism of the 
human ear, and applying that mechanism to 
affect or control a current of electricity by vary¬ 
ing the degree of contact at a loose joint in the 
circuit" And again (p. 132), “Now this 
operation of varying the degree of pressure in 
order to vary the resistance of the interrupter 
or contact-regulator, was distinctly contem¬ 
plated by Reis." Further, the author main¬ 
tains tha| the combination of an adjusting-screw 
with a spring shows that Reis intended the 
platinum cbntact-piece to have a fbilowing 
motion, so as to make a contact with varying 
pressure. He says on p. 188, “ By employ¬ 
ing these following-springs, be Introduced, in 



tact-piece when the screw is reversed, a very 
s^mple'and common mechanical device for giv¬ 
ing motion in opposition to the thrust of a screw. 
In the lever form, seen in figs> 4 and 5, the 
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screw is arranged in a simitar manner, so as to 
regulate the distance of the contact-piece from 
the end of the lever most remote from the 
membrane. In all these instruments the screw 
acting upon the spring is expressly contrived 
to facilitate such an adjustment as will insure 



totally changes the fhnotion of the contact- 
pieces, and amounts to a radical transformation, 
of the apparatus. It is the very thing Reis 
studiously sought to prevent. 

That Keis speaks of the form of acoustical 
vibrations, and their graphical representation 
by a curve, is no proof that he supposed bis 
transmitter to act otherwise than by break¬ 
ing the circuit. Yet Professor Thompson 
says (p. 1G5), u It is certain that Reis did 
not in any of his writings explicitly name 
an undulatory current: but it is equally 
certain that, whether he mentioned it or 
not, he both used one and intended to use 
one. 1 * Reis nowhere claims that his appa¬ 
ratus realized the normal vibration-form, 
even in the case of a simple tone; and 
there is no evidence in all his writings to 
show that he had ever considered the mo* 


the breaking of contact under the impact of 
the sound-waves. Its function is related to the 
tension and elasticity of the membrane, to 
make a pressure so light in any case, that the 
vibrations should be able, without fail, to sepa¬ 
rate the contact-pieces. 

To say, as Professor Thompson repeatedly 
does, that Reis employed his mechanism with 
the express intention of producing a variable 
current by the change of con tact-resistance, and 
that lie consciously and purposely utilized th}s 
principle, —at that time hardly recognized any¬ 
where, and of which the practical application 
was not discovered till several years Iqter,—is 
a gross misrepresentation, and an utter perver¬ 
sion of the faots. Reis did not know, and 
could not know, that the strength of a current 
could be controlled by the varying pressure 
of the conducting-surfaces between which it 
passes. Nowhere in his writings,—whether in 
his description of the instruments, or in the pro¬ 
spectus issued with them, or in his letter to 
Mr. Ladd, — nor in the article of Professor 
Bdttger and the report of Yon Legat, is there 
the remotest suggestion that the transmitter 
acted, or was intended to act, otherwise than by 
breaking the circuit. Nor is any thing of the 
kind to be fouud in any of the publications of 
the daj% relating .to this matter. With the 
knowledge which we now possess, of the vary¬ 
ing resistance of pressure-contacts, it is indeed 
easy, by a slight modification, to cause the 
contact-pieces to vary the current by change of 
pressure, and thus reproduce the vibraliou-form 
with approximate accuracy. But to do this, it 
is neoessary to prevent them from separating so 
as to break contact and interrupt the current. 
Such a modification, however slight it may be, 


turns at the receiver to be the same as those 
of the original sound, except so far as there 
was a correspondence in period or rate of these 
motions with those at the transmitter. The 
idea of causing the motions in the receiver to 
have the same vibration-form as those in the 
transmitter originated with Bell, as did the 
method of securing this correspondence, which 
is indispensable to the reproduction of spoken 
words, by the use of an undulatory current. 
Says Sir William Thomson ( Tel, joum . and 
electr . rev., v. 293), u Mr. Graham Bell con- 
coived the idea — the wholly novel and origi¬ 
nal idea — of giving continuity to the shocks, 
and of producing currents which would be in 
simple proportion to the motion of the air pro- 
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duced by the voice, and of reproducing that 
effect at the remote end,of 4,telegraphic 
The author of this book will scarocly have the 
hardihood to assert that his illustrious country¬ 
man, one of the greatest masters in electrical 
science, uttered these words in ignorance of * 
thing so well known as Reis's telephone. . 
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As a farther support to his position, the 
author lays great stress upon the statement 
that Reis’s apparatus could and did transmit 
spoken words so as to be understood* As to 
the fact of speech having been transmitted oc¬ 
casionally, it is doubtless true that some words 
were recognized, but imperfectly, and with 
difficulty; and it is true, also, that when im¬ 
perfectly meeting the conditions set upon it by 
the inventor, the apparatus, when applied to 
transmit spoken words, will, with skilful han¬ 
dling, sometimes * deviate into sense 1 so far, 
that an occasional word or short phrase can be 
made out with effort, by attentive listening with 
the ear close to it, Professor Bdttger, who 
took an enthusiastic interest in the matter, 
says that the operators 
could communicate 
words with each other, 
but adds, * only such, 
however, as they had 
already heard frequent¬ 
ly.’ Of the other ex¬ 
perimenters and wit¬ 
nesses whose testimony 
is given in the book, 
some were able to under¬ 
stand portion^ of what 
was said ; others failed. 

Every one familiar with 
telephonic experiments 
knows how easy it is to 
recognize these familiar 
phrases by the mere in¬ 
tonation, and how dif¬ 
ferent this is from un¬ 
derstanding words not 
previously known. Is 
it any thing surprising, 
that the words of a fa¬ 
miliar Song should ap¬ 
pear to be recognized when the air is heard ? 
Granted that the spoken words were some¬ 
times reproduced so as to be understood, it 
must also be admitted that the apparatus ac¬ 
complished this so imperfectly as to be of no 
practical value. To make it practically effi¬ 
cient required a modification that was in it¬ 
self a radical change and a distinct invention. 
That this was also Reis’s opinion, will bo seen 
from the extracts given in a subsequent para¬ 
graph, 

There is good evidence, in the later writings 
and advertisements of Reis, that he had come 
to the conclusion that the faifchftd reproduction 
of the complex motions whidh occur in articu¬ 
late speech was impossible; and that he had 
silently abandoned the idea of reproducing 


speech* A farther proof of this is found in 
the addition of the telegraphic signal-appara¬ 
tus to the later forms of the instrument, to 
enable the experimenters to communicate with 
each other* Professor Thompson's argument 
that the Morse signal-apparatus, if intended 
for verbal communication, should have been 
reversed, meets the facts but half way ; for the 
complete telephonic installation required a 
transmitter and a receiver at each end of the 
wire* so that the Morse signals could be sent 
in either direction with the same facility as the 
telephonic. Moreover, as if to prevent any 
possible question as to its use, Reis himself 
expressly says that the Morse apparatus is for 
the purpose of enabling the operators to com¬ 


municate with each other; and, in the prospec¬ 
tus issued with the instruments, he describee a 
special alphabet, which he had devised to enable 
words to be spelled out. If these could bo 
transmitted telephonically, why take this un¬ 
necessary trouble? This very provision is a 
most emphatic testimony that Iteis, at this 
time, had Income convinced that the apparatus 
as a transmitter of speech was a failure, and 
that, his original idea having proved impracti¬ 
cable, he had contented himself with sending 
musical tones* 

In respect to this point, the letter of Reis, 
written by himself in English to Mr* Ladd, and 
given at p. 81, is most significant* He says, 
“ Tunes and sounds of any kind arc only 
brought to our conception by the condensations 
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and rarefactions of air or any other medium In 
which we may find ourselves. *' And again, on 
p. 82, 44 these were the principles wich ($ic) 
guided me in my invention. They were suffi¬ 
cient to induce me to try the reproduction of 
tunes at any distance.” And again, on the 
same page, “The apparatus consists of two 
separated parts; one for the singing-station 
A, and the other for the hearing-station B.” 
Also in the same lettor, p. 84, “ If*a person 
sing at the station A, in the tube (x) the vi¬ 
brations will pass into the box and move the 
membrane above.” Respecting the word 
1 tunes, 1 used by Reis, the author remarks, in 
a foot-note to p. 81, 44 This word, as tfie con¬ 
text and ending of the paragraph shows, should 
have been written tones. The letter, written 
in English by Reis himself, is wonderfully free 
from inaccuracies of composition ; the slip here 
noted being a most pardonable one since the 
plural of the German ton is tttnen, the very 
pronunciation of which would account for the * 
confusion in the mind of one unaccustomed to 
write in English.” The resemblance of tt’men 
to tunes is not so remarkably dose that it would 
be likely to mislead one whose knowledge of 
English is such as Reis shows himself in this 
letter to possess. The author does not attempt 
the explanation of the words 4 singing * and 
c sing ' in the same letter. It is surprising 
that he should have allowed these words to 
pass unnoticed, for it was vital to his argument 
to prove that Reis mistook them for 4 speaking * 
and ‘speak.* The resemblance is about as 
close ns in the other case, but in neither is the 
explanation likely to be admitted by the un¬ 
prejudiced reader. 

In taking himself back to the time of lleis's 
telephone, the author has failed to identify him¬ 
self Avith the conditions of that time, and to 
leave behind him the subsequent acquisitions 
of science. He makes statements and claims 
which could only find their justification in a 
world very differently furnished with facts from 
this one. Ab an illustration of the mental dis¬ 
position resulting from this, the folloNving sen¬ 
tence from the author’s preface may serve: 
“The testimony now adduced as to the aim 
of Philipp Reis’s invention, and the measure of 
success which he himself attained, is such, in 
the author’s opinion, and in the opinion, he 
trusts, of all right-thinking persons, to place 
beyond cavil the rightfulness of the claim which 
Reis himself put forward of being the inventor 
of the Telephone.” But did an^ one ever dis¬ 
pute this claim during his life ? and has the 
author forgotten that no possible basis for a 
rival claim existed until more than two years 


after Reis's death?—unless we except the 
suggestions of Bourseul, in ISM, which, while 
they certainly did anticipate the general idea 
of Reis's invention, were never carried to the 
stage of experiment, and were never set up in 
opposition to him, unless it has been done 
recently. The author can hardly have been 
ignorant of these suggestions; but, if not, he 
has carefully refrained from mentioning them. 
Reis never claimed that no new principle could 
ever be discovered which would enable the 
ends he sought to be attained in a different waj r , 
and more perfectly. His first article upon the 
subject ends with these words: 44 There may 
probably remain much more yet to be done for 
the utilization of the telephone in practice. 
For physics, however, it has already sufficient 
interest in that it has opened out a-new field 
of labor.” And Von Lcgat closes his report 
with this remark: “There remains no doubt, 
that, before expecting a practical utilization 
with serviceable results, that which has been 
spoken of will require still considerable im¬ 
provement, and, in particular, mechanical sci¬ 
ence must complete the apparatus to be used.” 

The chief aim of the book is clearly this, — 
to endeavor, in direct opposition to the facts, to 
establish the untenable proposition that the 
Reis transmitter was designedly contrived \>y 
him to vary the contact-resistance by pressure, 
giving it a microphonic action, failure to ac¬ 
complish which is fatal to its success in con¬ 
veying spoken words. Professor Thompson 
has not always been of this opinion, and in 
another place he has given a correct account 
of the relation of Reis’s invention to that of 
Bell. In his 4 Elementary lessons in electricity 
and magnetism,’ published in 1881, we find, on 
pp. 405 and 406, these words, — “The first 
attempt to transmit sounds electrically was 
made in 1852 [misprint for 18621 by Reis, who 
succeeded in conveying musical tones by an 
imperfect telephone. The transmitting part 
of Reis’s telephone consisted of a battery and 
a contact-breaker, the latter being formed of a 
stretched membrane, capable of taking up 
sonorous vibrations, and having attached to it 
a thin strip of platinum, which, as it vibrated, 
beat to and fro against the tip of a platinum 
wire, so making and breaking contact. . . . 
Reis also transmitted speech with this instru¬ 
ment, but very imperfectly, for the tones of 
speech cannot be transmitted by abrupt inter¬ 
ruptions of the current. . . . In4876 Graham 
Bell invented the articulating telephone* In 
this instrument the speaker talks to an elastic 
disk of thin sheet-iron, which vibrates, and 
transmits its every movement electrically to k 
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similar disk in a similar telephone at a distant 
station, causing it to vibrate in an identical man¬ 
ner, and therefore to emit identical sounds/’ 
Here we have Reis spoken of as inventing 4 an 
imperfect telephone,’ while Bell invented ‘ the 
articulating telephone,* Reis’s instrument was 
a 4 contact-breaker,’ and conveyed ‘ musical 
tones.' Reis’s instrument transmitted speech 
4 very imperfectly/ and there is not the slight¬ 
est suggestion of microphouio action in the 
transmitter. Yet two years later we have 
statements diametrically opposed to these. 

The least that can be said of such varying 
and contradictory evidence is, that it totally 
destroys the credibility of the witness, and 
nullifies his claim to be accepted as a scientific 
authority', unless good reason is shown for the 
different opinion. The documents quoted in 
the book give no substantial reason for this 
change of ground, as they add very little of 
any importance to what was already generally 
known. The motive for the later opinions may 
be more intelligibly traced in the following 
items, which will be found in the Telegraphic 
journal and electrical review , vol. xii. p. 72, 
Jan., 3883, and p. 33 7, April 14, 1883, in the 
list of English patents : —2578. Telephonic 
instruments. Svi/vanus 1\ Thompson. Dated 
May 33. fid. This invention relates to tele¬ 
phonic instruments, and chiefly to improve¬ 
ments in receivers of a well-known form or 
type, invented by Phillip Reis.” 44 3803. Im¬ 
provements in telephonic apparatus. SrtVA- 
nus P. Thompson. Dated August 9. fid. 
Relates to telephonic transmitters based upon 
the principle discovered by Philipp Reis in 
1861, namely that of employing current-regu¬ 
lators actuated, either directly or indirectly, by 
the sound-waves produced by the voice. By 
the term 4 current-regulator,’ the inventor 
means a device similar to that employed by 
Reis, wherein a loose contact between two parts 
of a circuit (in which are included a battery and 
a telephonic receiver) offers greater or less 
resistance to the flow of the electric current, 
the degree of intimacy of contact between the 
conducting-pieces being altered by the vibra¬ 
tions of the voice/* 

'For a contrast of colors, we may put side by 
side with these sentences the following, from 
the prefaoe to the book now under considera¬ 
tion: 44 To set forth the history of this long- 
neglected inventor and of his instrument, and 
to establish upon its own merits, without special 
pleading, and without partiality, the nature of 
that much-misunderstood and much-abused 
invention, has been the aim of the writer. . . . 
He has nothing to gain by making Reis’s b& 


vention appear either better or worse than it 
really was/* 

Further comment upon the value of such tes¬ 
timony as is contained in this book is superflu¬ 
ous. What Reis accomplished, and what he 
failed to do, are now familiar matters of his¬ 
tory. Ilis well-earned fame can only suffer 
from such misstatement of facts, and the un¬ 
just exaggeration of his actual achievements. 


OBLIGATIONS OF MATHEMATICS TO 
PHILOSOPHY, AND TO QUESTIONS 
OF COMMON LIFE. 1 —I. 

Since our last meeting, wc have been deprived of 
three of our most distinguished members. The loss 
by the death of Professor Henry John .Stephen Smith 
is a very grievous one to those who knew and admired 
and loved him, to his university, and to mathematical 
science, which he cultivated with such ardor and 
success. I need hardly recall that the branch of 
mathematics to which he had specially devoted him¬ 
self was that most interesting and difficult one, the 
theory of numbers. The immense range of this sub¬ 
ject, connected with and ramifying into so many 
others, is nowhere so well seen as in the series of re¬ 
ports on the progress thereof, brought up, unfortu¬ 
nately, only to the year 1865, contributed by him to 
the reports of the association; but it will still better 
appear, when to these are united (as will be done in 
the collected Works In course of publication by the 
Clarendon Press) his other mathematical writings, 
many of them containing his own further develop¬ 
ments of theories referred to In the reports. There 
have been recently or are being published many such 
collected editions, — Abel, Cauchy, Clifford, Gauss, 
Green, Jacobi, Lagrange, Maxwell, Kiemann, Steiner. 
Among these, the works of Henry Smith will occupy 
a worthy position. 

More recently, Gen. Sir Edward Sabine, K.O.B., 
for twenty-one years general secretary of the associa¬ 
tion, and a trustee, president of the meeting at Bel¬ 
fast in the year 1852, and for many years treasurer, 
and afterwards president of the Royal society, lias 
been taken from us at an age exceeding the ordinary 
age of man. Born October, 1788, ho entered the 
Royal artillery in 1863, and commanded batteries at 
the siege of Fort K§ie in 1814; made magnetic and 
other observations in Ross and Parry’s norih-polar 
exploration in 1818-19, and In a series of other voy¬ 
ages. He contributed to the association reports on 
magnetic forces In 1880, 1837, and 1838, and about 
forty papers to the Philosophical transaction*; origi¬ 
nated the system of magnetic observatories, and other¬ 
wise signally promoted the science of terrestrial 
magnetism. 

There is yet a very great loss, — another late presl- 

1 Inaugural address by Aothuh Caylky, M.A., D.C.L 
F.K.S., Sadlertan professor of pure mathematic* in the 
University of Cambridge, president of the British association fbr 
the advancement of science, for the Southport meeting. From 
advance proofc kindly furnished by the editors of jVafur*. 
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dent and trustee of the association; one who has done 
for it so much, and has so often attended the meet¬ 
ings; whose presence among us at this meeting we 
might have hoped for, — the president of the Royal 
society, William Spottiswoode. It Is unnecessary to 
sfty any thing of his various merjts. The place of his 
burial, the crowd of sorrowing friends who were pres¬ 
ent In the Abbey, bear witness to the esteem in which 
he was held. 

I take the opportunity of mentioning the comple¬ 
tion of a work promoted by the association, — the 
determination, by Mr. James 61aisher, of thp least 
factors of the missing three out of the first nine 
million numbers. The volume containing the sixth 
million is now published. 

I wish to speak to you to-night upon mathematics. 
I am quite aware of the difficulty arising from the 
abstract nature of my subject; and if, as I fear, 
many or some of you, recalling the presidential ad¬ 
dresses at former meetings, — for instance, the r&umi 
and survey which we had at York of the progress, 
during the half-century of the lifetime of the associa¬ 
tion, of a whole circle of sciences (biology, paleontol¬ 
ogy, geology, astronomy, chemistry) so much more 
familiar to you, and in which there was so much to 
tell of the fairy-tales of science; or, at Southampton, 
the discourse of my friend, who has in such kind terms 
introduced me to you, on the wondrous practical appli¬ 
cations of science to electric lighting, telegraphy, the 
St. Gothard Tunnel and the Suez Canal, gun-cotton, 
and a host of other purposes, and with the grand 
concluding speculation on the conservation of solar 
energy: — if, I say, recalling these or any earlier ad¬ 
dresses, you should wish that you wore now abou^t,to 
have, from a different president, a discourse on a (dif¬ 
ferent subject, I can very well sympathize with ypu 
in the feeling. 

But, be this ns It may, X think it is more respectful 
to you that I should speak to you upon, and do my 
best to interest you In, the subject which has Occu¬ 
pied me, and iu which I am myself most interested. 
And, in another point of view, I think it U right 
that the address of a president should be on his own 
subject, und that different subjects should be thus 
brought in turn before the meetings. So much the 
worse, it may be, for a particular meeting; but the 
meeting is the Individual, which, on evolution princi¬ 
ples, must be sacrificed for the development of the 
race. 

Mathematics connect themselves, on the one side, 
with common life and the physical sciences; on the 
other side, with philosophy in regard to our notions 
of space and time, and in the questions which have 
arisen as to the universality and necessity of the 
truths of mathematics, and the foundation of our 
knowledge of them. I would remark here, that the 
connection (If it exists) of arithmetic and algebra 
with the notion of time is far Jess obvious than that 
of geometry with the notion of space. 

As to the former side; 1 am not making before you 
a defence of mathematics; but, if X were, X should 
desire to do it in such manner as in the’ * Republic 1 
Socrates was required to defend Justice,—quite irre¬ 


spectively of the worldly advantages which may ac¬ 
company a life of virtue and justice, — and to show, 
that, independently of all these, justice was a thing 
desirable in itself and for its own sake, not by 
speaking to you of the utility of mathematics in any 
of the questions of common life or of physical sci¬ 
ence. Still less would I speak of this utility before, 
I trust, a friendly audience, interested or willing to 
appreciate an interest in mathematics In itself and 
for Its own sake. I would, on the contrary, rather 
consider the obligations of mathematics to these dif¬ 
ferent subjects as the sources of mathematical theo¬ 
ries, now as remote from them, and in as different a 
region of thought, — for instance, geometry from the 
measurement of land, or the theory of numbers 
from arithmetic, — as a river at its mouth is from its 
mountain source. 

On the other side: the general opinion has been, 
and is, that it is indeed by experience that we arrive 
at the truths of mathematics, but that experience is 
not their proper foundation. The mind Itself contrib¬ 
utes something. This Is Involved in the Platonic 
theory of reminiscence. looking at two things — 
trees or stones or any thing else — which seem to us 
more or less equal, we arrive at the idea of equality; 
but we must have had this Idea of equality beforo the 
time when, first seeingt he two things, we were led 
to regard them as coming up more or less perfectly to 
this idea of equality; and the like as regards our idea 
of the beautiful, and in other cases. 

The same view is expressed in the answer of Ijeib- 
nltz, the ‘ nisi intellects to the scholastic dic¬ 
tum, 'Nihil in intellectu quod non priun in sensu' 
(‘There is nothing in the intellect which was not 
first in sensation * — 4 except [said Leibnitz] the intel¬ 
lect itself’). And so again, in the ‘Orltlck of pure 
reason,’ Kant’s view Is, that while there is no doubt 
but that "all our cognltiou begins with experience, 
we are nevertheless In possession of cognitions a 
priori , independent, not of this or that experience, 
but absolutely so of all experience, and in particular 
that the axioms of mathematics furnish an example 
of such cognitions a priori* Kant holds, further, 
that space Is no empirical conception which has 
been derived from external experiences, but tha|, 
In order that sensations may be referred to some¬ 
thing external, the representation of space must al¬ 
ready lie at the foundation, and that the external 
experience Is Itself first only possible by this repre¬ 
sentation of space. And, in like manner, time is no 
empirical conception which can be deduced from an 
experience, but it Is a necessary representation lying 
at the foundation of all intuitions. 

And so in regard to mathematics, Sir W. R. Hamil¬ 
ton, in an introductory lecture on astronomy (1836), 
observes, “These purely mathematical sciences of 
algebra and geometry are sciences of the pure reason, 
deriving no weight and ho assistance from experi¬ 
ment, and isolated, or at least isalable, from all out¬ 
ward and accidental phenomena. The idea of order, 
with its subordinate ideas of number and figure, we 
puwt not, indeed, call innate ideas, if that phrase be 
defined tp imply that all men mp»t possess them with 
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equal clearness and fulness: they are, however, ideas 
which seem to be so far born with us that the posses¬ 
sion of them in any conceivable degree is only the 
development of our original powers, the unfolding of 
our proper humanity,” 

The general question of the Ideas of space and time, 
the axioms and definitions of geometry, the axioms 
relating to number, and the nature of mathematical 
reasoning, are fully and ably discussed in Whewell’s 
“ Philosophy of the inductive sciences ” (1840), which 
may be regarded as containing an exposition of the 
whole theory. 

But it is maintained by John Stuart Mill that the 
trutlis of mathematics, in particular those of geome¬ 
try, rest on experience; and, as regards geometry, the 
same view is on very different grounds maintained 
by the mathematician Riemann. 

It. is not so easy as at first sight it appears, to make 
out how far the views taken by Mill in his ‘System 
of logic ratlotinative and inductive' (ninth edi¬ 
tion, 1879) are absolutely contradictory to those which 
have been spoken of. They profess to be so. There are 
most definite assertions (supported by argument): for 
Instance, p. 263, “It remains to inquire what is the 
ground of our belief in axioms, what is the evidence 
on which they rest, I answer, they are experimental 
truths, generalizations from experience* The propo¬ 
sition ‘ Two straight Hues cannot enclose a space,’ or, 
in other words, two straight lines which have onoe 
met cannot meet again, is an induction from the evi¬ 
dence of our senses,” But I cannot help considering 
a previous argument (p. 26ft) as very materially modi¬ 
fying this absolute contradiction. After Inquiring, 
“ Why are mathematics by almost all philosophers 
. , . considered to be independent of the evidence 
of experience and observation, and characterized as 
systems of necessary truth ? ” Mill proceeds (1 quote 
the whole passage) as follows: “The answer I con¬ 
ceive to be, that this character of necessity ascribed 
to the truths of mathematics, and even (with some 
reservations to be hereafter made) the peculiar cer¬ 
tainty ascribed to them, is a delusion, In order to 
sustain which it is necessary to suppose that those 
truths relate to and express the properties of purely 
imaginary objects. It is acknowledged that the con¬ 
clusions of geometry are derived, partly at least, from 
the so-called definitions, and that these definitions 
are assumed to be correct representations, as far as 
they go, of the objects with which geometry is con¬ 
versant. Now, we have pointed out, that, from a 
definition as such, no proposition, unless it be one 
concerning the meaning of a word, can ever follow, 
and that what apparently follows from a definition 
follows In reality from an implied assumption that 
there exists a real thing conformable thereto. This 
assumption, in the case of the definitions of geometry, 
is not strictly true. There exist n o real things exactly 
conformable to the definitions. There exist no real 
points without magnitude, no lines without breadth, 
nor perfectly straight, no circles with all their radii 
exactly equal, nor squares with all their angles per- 
fectlyright. It will he said that the assumption does 
not extend to the actual, but only to the possible, ex¬ 


istence of such things. I answer, that, according to 
every test we have of possibility, they are not even 
possible. Their existence, so far as we can form any 
judgment, would seem to be inconsistent with the 
physical constitution of our planet at least, if not of 
the universal [sic]. To get rid of this difficulty, and 
at the same time to save the credit of the supposed 
system of necessary truths, it is customary to say 
that the points, lines, circles, and squares which are 
the subjects of geometry exist in our conceptions 
merely, and are parts of our minds; which minds, by 
working on their own* materials, construct an a priori 
science, the evidence of which is purely mental, and 
has nothing to do with outward experience. By 
howsoever high authority this doctrine has been 
sanctioned, it appears to me psychologically incor¬ 
rect. The points, lines, and squares which any one 
has in his mind are (as 1 apprehend) simply copies 
of the points, lines, and squares, which he has known 
in hia experience. Our idea of & point I apprehend 
to be simply our idea of the minimum titlbiltt, the 
small portion of surface which we can see. We can 
reason about a line as if it had no breadth, because 
we have a power which we can exercise over the 
operations of our minds, — the power, when a percep¬ 
tion is present to our senses, or a conception to our 
intellects, of attending to a part only of that percep¬ 
tion or conception, instead of the whole. But we 
cannot concede a line without breadth; we can form 
no mental picture of such a line: all the lines which 
we have in our mind are lines possessing breadth. If 
any one doubt this, we may refer him to his own ex¬ 
perience, I much question if any one who fancies 
that he can conceive of a mathematical line thinks 
so from the evidence of his own consciousness. I 
suspect it is rather because he supposes, that, unless 
such a perception be possible, mathematics could not 
exist as a science, — a supposition which there will be 
no difficulty in showing to be groundless.” 

I think it may be at once conceded that the truths 
of geometry are truths precisely because they relate 
to and express the properties of what Mill calls 
‘purely imaginary objects.’ That these objects do 
not exist in Mill’s sense, that they do not exist lu 
nature, may also be granted. That they are ‘not 
even possible,’ if this means not possible in an ex¬ 
isting nature, may also be granted. That we cannot 
‘conceive’ them depends on the meaning which we 
attach to the word ‘conceive.’ I would myself say 
that the purely imaginary objects are the only reali¬ 
ties, the &vtv£ 6vra t in regard to which the correspond¬ 
ing physical objects are as the shadows in the cave; 
and It is only by means of them that we are able to 
deny the existence of a corresponding physical ob¬ 
ject, If there is no conception of straightness, then 
it is meaningless to deny the existence of a perfectly 
straight line. 

But, at any rate, the objects of geometrical truth 
are the so-called imaginary objects of Mill; and the 
truths of geometry are only true, and a fortiori are 
only necessarily true, in regard to these so-called 
imaginary objects. And these objects, points, lines, 
circles, etc., in the* mathematical sense of the terms, 
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have a likeness to, and are represented more or less 
Imperfectly, — and, from a geometer's point of view, 
no matter how Imperfectly, — by corresponding phys¬ 
ical points, lines, circles, etc. I shall have to re¬ 
turn to geometry, and will then speak of Rlemann; 
but I will first refer to another passage of the 1 Logic.* 

Speaking of the truths of arithmetic, Mill says (p. 
207) that even here there is one hypothetical element: 
“In all propositions concerning numbers, a condition 
is implied without which none of them would be 
true; and that condition is an assumption which may 
be false. The condition is, thfct 1=1; that all the 
numbers are numbers of the same or of equal units.** 
Here, at least, the assumption may be absolutely 
true: one shillingr=one shilling in purchasing-power, 
although they may not be absolutely of the same 
weight and fineness. But it is hardly necessary: 
one coin+one coln=two coins, even if the one be a 
shilling and the other a half-crown. In fact, what¬ 
ever difficulty be raisable as to geometry, it seems to 
me that no similar difficulty applies to arithmetic. 
Mathematician or not, we have each of us, in its 
roost abstract form, the idea of a number. We can 
each of us appreciate the truth of a proposition in 
regard to numbers; and we cannot but see that a 
truth in regard to numbers is something different in 
kind from an experimental truth generalized from 
experience. Compare, for instance, the proposition 
that the sun, having already risen so many times, will 
rise to-morrow, and the next day, and the day after 
that, and so on, and the proposition that even and 
odd numbers succeed each other alternately ad trtflnl- 
<ttm; the latter, at least, seems to have the charac¬ 
ters of universality and necessity. Or, again, suppose 
a proposition observed to hold good for a long series 
of numbers,— one thousand numbers, two thousand 
numbers, as the case may be: this is not only no 
proof, but it is absolutely no evidence, that the propo¬ 
sition is a true proposition, holding good for all num¬ 
bers whatever. There are, in the theory of numbers, 
very remarkable Instances of propositions observed 
to hold good for very long series of numbers, and 
which are nevertheless untrue. 

I pass in review certain mathematical theories. 

In arithmetic and algebra, or, say, in analysis, the 
numbers or magnitudes which we represent by sym¬ 
bols are, in the first instance, ordinary (that is, posi¬ 
tive) numbers or magnitudes. We have also In 
analysis, and in analytical geometry, negative magni¬ 
tudes. There has been, in regard to these, plenty of 
philosophical discussion, and I might refer to Kant’s 
paper; * Ueber die negatfven grdssen In die woltwei#- 
heit* (1768); but the notion of a negative magni¬ 
tude has become quite & familiar one, and has 
extended itself into common phraseology. I may re¬ 
mark that it is used in a very refined manner in 
book-keeping by double entry. 

But it is far otherwise with the notion which is 
really the fundamental one (and I cannot too strong¬ 
ly emphasize the assertion), underlying and pervading 
the whole of modern analysis and geometry, — that 
of imaginary magnitude in analysis, and of imagi¬ 
nary space (or space as a lorn in quo of imaginary 


points and figures) in geometry. I use in each case 
the word * imaginary * as including real. This has not 
been, so far as I am aware, a subject of philosophical 
discussion or inquiry. As regards the older meta¬ 
physical writers, this would be quite accounted for 
by saying that they knew nothing, and were not 
bound to know any thing, about it. But at present, 
and considering the prominent position which the 
notion oocupies, — say, even, that the conclusion were 
that the notion belongs to mere teohnlc&l mathemat¬ 
ics, or has reference to nonentities in regard to which 
no science is possible, — stiil it seems to me, that, 
as a subject of philosophical discussion, the notion 
ought not to be thus ignored. It should at least be 
shown that there is a right to ignore it. 

Although in logical order I should perhaps now 
speak of the notion just referred to, it will be con¬ 
venient to speak first of some other quaai-geometri- 
cal notions, — those of more-than-three-dlmensional 
space, and of non-Euclldlan two- and three-dimen¬ 
sional space, and also of the generalized notion of dis¬ 
tance. It Is in connection with these, that Klemann 
considered that our notion of space ts founded on 
experience, or, rather, that It is only by experience 
that we know that our space is Euclidian space. 

It is well known that Euclid’s twelfth axiom, even 
in Playfair’s form of it, has been considered as need¬ 
ing demonstration, and that Lobatschewsky con¬ 
structed a perfectly consistent theory, wherein this 
axiom was assumed not to hold good, or, say, a system 
of non-Euclidlan plane geometry. There is a like 
system of non-Euclidian solid geometry. My own 
view is, that Euclid’s twelfth axiom, in Playfair’s 
form of it, does not need demonstration, but is part 
of our notion of space, of the physical space of our 
experience, — the space, that is, with which we be¬ 
come acquainted by experience, but which is the rep¬ 
resentation lying at the foundation of all external ex¬ 
perience. Rlemann's view, before referred to, may, I 
think, be said to be, that, having in intellectu. a more 
genera) notion of space (in fact, a notion of non-Eu- 
clidlan space), we learn by experience that space (the 
physical space of our experience) is —If not exactly, 
at least to the highest degree of approximation — 
Euclidian $pace. 

But suppose the physical space of our experience 
to be thus only approximately Euclidian space: what 
is the consequence which follows f Not that the 
propositions of geometry are only approximately true, 
but that they remain absolutely true in regard to that 
Euclidian space which has been so long regarded aa 
being the physical space of our experience. 

It is interesting to consider two different ways in 
which, without any modification at all of our notion 
of space, we can arrive at a system of non-EuciMian 
(plane or two-dimensional) geometry; and the doing 
so will, I think, throw some light on the whole ques¬ 
tion. 

First, imagine the earth a perfectly smooth sphere; 
understand by a plane the surface of the earth, and, 
by a lice, the apparently straight line (in fact, an are 
of great circle) drawn bn the surface. What experi¬ 
ence would in the first instance teach would fee Btt- 
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clldian geometry: there would be Intersecting lines, 
which, produced a few mile* or so, would seem to go 
on diverging, and apparently parallel lines, which 
would exhibit no tendency to approach each other; 
and the inhabitants might very well conceive that 
they had by experience established the axiom that 
two straight lines cannot enclose a space, and the 
axiom as to parallel lines. A more extended expe¬ 
rience and more accurate measurements would teach 
them that the axioms were each of them false; and 
that any two lines, If produced far enough each way, 
would meet In two points: they would, in fact, arrive 
at a spherical geometry, accurately representing the 
properties of the two-dimensional space of their ex¬ 
perience. But their original Euclidian geometry 
would not the less be a true system; only it would 
apply to an Ideal space, not the space of their expe¬ 
rience. 

Secondly, consider an ordinary, indefinitely ex¬ 
tended plane; and let us modify only the notion of 
distance. We measure distance, say, by a yard meas¬ 
ure or a foot rule, any thing which is short enough to 
make the fractions of it of no consequence (In mathe¬ 
matical language, by an infinitesimal element of 
length). Imagine, then, the length of this rule con¬ 
stantly changing (as it might do by an alteration of 
temperature), but under the condition that its actual 
length shall depend only on Its situation on the plane, 
and on its direction; via., if for a given situation and 
direction it has a certain length, then whenever it 
Comes back to the same situation and direction it 
must have the same length. The distance along a 
given straight or curved line between any two points 
could then be measured in the ordinary manner with 
this rule, and would have a perfectly determinate 
value; it could be measured over and over again, and 
would always be the same: but of course it would be 
the distance, not in the ordinary acceptation of the 
term, but in quite a different acceptation. Or in a 
somewhat different way: If the rate of progress from 
a given point in a given direction be conceived as 
depending only on the configuration of the ground, 
and the distance along a given path between any two 
points thereof be measured by the time required for 
traversing it, then in this way, also, the distanoe would 
have a perfectly determinate Value; but It would be a 
distance, not In the ordinary acceptation of the term, 
but in quite a different acceptation; and, correspond¬ 
ing to the new notion of distance, we should have a 
new non-Buclidtan system of plane geometry. AH 
theorems involving the notion of distance would be 
altered.. 

We may proceed farther. Suppose that as the rule 
moves away from a fixed central point of the plane it 
becomes shorter and shorter: if this shortening take 
place with sufficient rapidity, tt may very well be that 
a distance which In the ordinary sense of the word is 
finite will in the new sense be infinite. Ho number 
of repetitions of the length of the ever-ehomning rule 
#tll he sufficient to cover it. There will be surround¬ 
ing the central point a certain finite area, such that- 
(m the new acceptation of the term 4 distance ’) each 
point of the boundary thereof will be «i an infinite 


distance from the central point. The points outside 
this area you cannot by any means arrive at with 
your rule: they will form a terra incognita, or, rather, 
an unknowable land (in mathematical language, an 
imaginary or impossible space); and the plane space 
of the theory will be that within the finite area, that 
is, it will be finite instead of infinite. 

We thus, with a proper law of shortening, arrive at 
a system of non-Euclldlan geometry which Is essen¬ 
tially that of Lobatschewsky ; but, in so obtaining It, 
we put out of sight its relation to spherical geometry. 
The three geometries* (spherical, Euclidian, and Lo¬ 
batschewsky’s) should be regarded as members of a 
system : vis., they are the geometries of a plane (two- 
dimensional) space of constant positive curvature, 
sero curvature, and constant negative curvature, re¬ 
spectively ; or, again, they are the plane geometries 
corresponding to three different notions of distance. 
In this point of view, they are Klein’s elliptic, para¬ 
bolic, and hyperbolic geometries respectively. 

Next as regards solid geometry : we can, by a mod¬ 
ification of the notion of distance (such as has just 
been explained in regard to Lobatschewsky*s system), 
pass from our present system to a non-Euclldlan sys¬ 
tem. Eor the other inode of passing to a non-Euclidl- 
an system, it would be necessary to regard our space 
as a fiat three-dimensional apace existing in a space 
of four dimensions (he., as the analogue of a plane 
existing in ordinary Space), and to substitute for 
such flat three-dimensional space a curved three-di¬ 
mensional space, say, of constant positive or negative 
curvature. In regarding the physical space of our 
experience as possibly non-Euclldlan, Klemann’s idea 
seems to be that of modifying the notion of distance, 
not that of treating It as a locus in four-dimensional 
space. 

I have just come to speak of four-dimensional 
space. What meaning do we attach to it ? or can We 
attach to it any meaning ? It may be at once ad¬ 
mitted that we cannot conceive of a fourth dimen¬ 
sion of space; that space as we conceive of it, and 
the physical space of our experience, are alike three* 
dimensional. But we can, I think, conceive of space 
as being two- or even one-dimensional; we can im¬ 
agine rational beings living in a one-dimensional 
space (a line) or in a two-dimensional space (a sur¬ 
face), and conceiving of space accordingly, and to 
whom, therefore, a two-dimensional space or (as the 
case may be) a three-dimensional spaee would be as 
inconceivable as a four-dimensional space is to us. 
And very curious speculative questions arise. Sup¬ 
pose the one-dimensional space a right line, and that 
it afterwards becomes a curved line: would there be 
any indication of the change? or, if originally a 
curved line, would there be any thing to suggest to 
them that It was not a right line ? Probably not; for 
a one-dimensional geometry hardly exists. But let 
the space be two-dimensional, and imagine it origi¬ 
nally a plane, and afterwards bent (converted, that 
Is, Into Some form of developable surface), or con¬ 
verted into a curved surface; or Imagine it originally 
a developable or curved surface. In the former case 
there should be an Indication of the change, for the 
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geometry originally applicable to'the space of their 
experience (our own Euclidian geometry) would 
cease to be applicable; but the change could not be 
apprehended by them as a bending or deformation of 
the plane, for this would imply the notion of a three- 
dimensional space in which this bending or defor¬ 
mation could take place. In the latter case their 
geometry would be that appropriate to the develop¬ 
able or curved surface which is their space; via., 
this would be their Euclidian geometry. Would they 
ever have arrived at our own more simple system P 
But take the case where the tWo-dimensional, space 
U a plane, and imagine the beings of such a space 
familiar with our own Euclidian plane geometry: If, 
a third dimension being still inconceivable by them, 
they were by their geometry or otherwise led to the 
notion of it, there would be nothing to prevent them 
from forming a science such as our own science of 
three-dimensional geometry. 

Evidently, all the foregoing questions present them¬ 
selves in regard to ourselves, and to three-dimension¬ 
al space as we conceive of it, and as the physical space 
of our experience. And I need hardly say that the 
first step is the difficulty, and that, granting a fourth 
dimension, we may assume as many more dimensions 
as we please. But, whatever answer be given to 
them, we have, as a branch of mathematics, poten¬ 
tially if not actually, an analytical geometry of n- 
dimensional space. I shall have to speak again upon 
this. 

Coming now to the fundamental notion already re¬ 
ferred to, — that of imaginary magnitude in analysis, 
and imaginary space in geometry; 1 connect this 
with two great discoveries In mathematics, made in 
the first half of the seventeenth century, — Harriot’s 
representation of an equation in the form /(x)= 0, 
and the consequent notion of the roots of an equa¬ 
tion as derived from the linear factors of f{x) (Har¬ 
riot, 1560-1621: his ‘Algebra,’ published after his 
death, has the date 1631); and Descartes’ method of 
co-ordinates, 4s given in the ‘ Gdometrle * forming a 
short supplement to his ‘Trattd de la m^thode,’ etc. 
(Leyden, 1637). 

I show how by these we are led analytically to the 
notion of imaginary points in geometry. For in¬ 
stance: we arrive at the theorem that a straight line 
and circle in the same plane intersect always in two 
points, real or Imaginary. The conclusion as to the 
two points of intersection cannot be contradicted by 
experience. Take a sheet of paper and draw on It 
the straight line and circle, and try. But you might 
say, or at least be strongly tempted to say, that it is 
meaningless. The question, of course, arises, What Is 
the meaning of an Imaginary point? and, further, In 
what maimer can the notion be arrived at geometri¬ 
cally ? 

There is a well-known construction in perspective 
for drawing lines through the intersection of two 
lines which are so nearly parallel as not to meet 
within the limits of the sheet of paper. You have taro 
given lines which do not meet, and yon draw a ‘third 
line, which, when the lines are all of them produced, 
is found to pass through the intersection of the given 


lines. If, instead of lines, we have two circular arcs 
not meeting each other, then we can, by means of 
these arcs, construct a line; and if, on completing the 
circles, it is found that the circles intersect each other 
in two real points, then it will be found that the line 
passes through these two points: If the circles appear 
not to intersect, then the line will appear not to inter¬ 
sect either of the circles. But the geometrical con¬ 
struction being in each case the same, we say that in 
the second case, also, the line passes through the two 
intersections of the circles. 

Of course, It may be said in reply, that the conclu¬ 
sion is a very natural one, provided we assume the 
existence of imaginary points; and that, this assump¬ 
tion not being made, then, if the circles do not inter-* 
sect, it is meaningless to assert that the line passes 
through their points of intersection. The difficulty 
Is not got over by the analytical method before 
referred to, for this introduces difficulties of its own. 
Is there, in a plane, a point the co-ordinates of 
which have given imaginary values? As a matter of 
fact, we do consider, in plane geometry, imaginary 
points introduced into the theory analytically or 
geometrically, as above. 

The like considerations apply to solid geometry; 
and we thus arrive at the notion of imaginary space 
as a Jocu# in quo of imaginary points and figures. 

1 have used the word ‘imaginary ’'rather than * com¬ 
plex,’ and I repeat that the word has been used as in¬ 
cluding real. But, this once understood, the word 
becomes in many cases superfluous, and the use of it 
would even be misleading. Thus: ‘a problem has 
so many solutions.* This means so many imaginary 
(including real) solutions. But If it were said that 
the problem had * so many imaginary solutions,* the 
word ‘imaginary’ would here be understood to be 
used in opposition to real. I give this explanation 
the better to point out how wide the application of 
the notion of the Imaginary is; viz. (unless expressly 
or by implication excluded), it is a notion implied 
and presupposed in alt the conclusions of modem 
analysis and geometry. It is, as I have said, the fun* 
damental notion underlying and pervading the whole 
of these brandies of mathematical science. 

I consider the question of the geometrical repre¬ 
sentation of an imaginary variable. We represent 
the imaginary variable x 4- ly by means of a point In 
a plane, the co-ordinates of which are (x, p). This 
idea, due to Gauss, dates from about the year 1881. 
We thus picture to ourselves the succession of values 
of the Imaginary variable a + iy by means of the 
motion of the representative point: for instance, the 
succession of values corresponding to the motion of 
the point along a closed curve to its original position. 
The value X + iY of the function can, of course, be 
represented by means of a point (taken for greater 
convenience in a different plane), the co-ordinates of 
which ore X, 3T« 

We may consider, in general, two points, moving 
each in ins own plane; m that the position of one of 
them determines the position of the other, and con¬ 
sequently the motion of the one determines the mo* 
tion of the other. For instance: the two points mag 
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be the tracing-point and the pencil of a pentagraph. 
You may with the flint point draw any figure you 
pleaae; there will be a corresponding figure drawn by 
the second point, — for a good pentagraph, a copy 
on a scale different, it may be; for a badly adjusted 
pentagraph, a distorted copy; but the one figure will 
always be a sort of copy of the first, so that to each 
point of tho one figure there will correspond a point 
In the other figure. 

In the case above referred to, where one point rep¬ 
resents the value x+iy of the imaginary variable, and 
the other the value X+i X of some function, 
of that variable, there is a remarkable relation be¬ 
tween the two figures: tills is the relation of ortho- 
morphic projection, the same which presents itself 
between a portion of the earth’s surface and the rep¬ 
resentation thereof by a map on the stereographic 
projection or on Mercator’s projection; viz., any in¬ 
definitely small area of the one figure is represented 
in the other figure by an indefinitely small area of 
the same shape. There will possibly be for differ¬ 
ent parts of the figure great variations of scale, but 
the shape will be unaltered. If for the one area 
the boundary is a circle, then for the other area the 
boundary will be a circle: if for one it is an equilat¬ 
eral triangle, then for the other itjwill be an equi¬ 
lateral triangle. 

I have been speaking of an Imaginary variable 
(x+ip), and of a function, 0(x-Wy)=A"-f iT f of that 
variable: but the theory may equally well be stated 
in regard to a plane curve: in fact, the x-Hy and 
the X-HF are two imaginary variables connected 
by an equation. Say their values are u and v, con¬ 
nected by an equation, F (u, r) * 0: then, regard¬ 
ing w, v f as the co-ordinates of a point in piano , this 
will be a point on the curve represented by the equa¬ 
tion. The curve, in the widest sense of the expres¬ 
sion, is the whole aeries t>f points, real or imaginary, 


the co-ordinates of which satisfy the equation; and 
these are exhibited by the foregoing corresponding 
figures in two planes. But, in the ordinary sense, the 
curve Is the series of real points, with co-ordinates w, 
v, which satisfy the equation. 

Xu geometry it is the curve, whether defined by means 
of its equation or In any other manner, which is the 
subject for contemplation and study. But we also 
use tho curve as a representation of its equation; 
that U, of the relation existing between two magni¬ 
tudes, x, y, which are taken as the co-ordinates of a 
point qn the curve. Such employment of a curve 
for all sorts of purposes — the fluctuations of the 
barometer, tbe Cambridge boat-races, or the funds — 
is familiar to most of you. It is in like manner con¬ 
venient in analysis, for exhibiting the relations be¬ 
tween any three magnitudes, x, y, z, to regard them 
as the co-ordinates of a point in space; and, on the 
like ground, we should at least wish to regard any 
four <nr more magnitudes as the co-ordinates of a 
point in space of a corresponding number of dimen¬ 
sions. Starting with the hypothesis of such a space, 
and of points therein, each determined by means of 
Hs co-ordinates, it is found possible to establish a 
system of n-dlmensionai geometry analogous in every 
respect to our two- and three-dimensional geometries, 
and to a very considerable extent serving to exhibit 
the relatione of the variables. 

It is to be borne in mind that the space, whatever 
its dimensionality may be, must always be regarded 
as an imaginary or complex space, such as the two- or 
three-dimensional space of ordinary geometry. The 
advantages of the representation would otherwise 
altogether fail to be obtained. 

I omit some farther developments in regard to 
geometry, anti all that I have written as to the con¬ 
nection of mathematics with the notion of time. 

(To be continued.) 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


STATI3 INSTITUTIONS. 

Illinois state laboratory of natural history, Normal] til, 

Experiments with diseased caterpillars. — Prof. S. 
A. Forbes is making a special study of ‘ sehlaffsucht/ 
or some very similar disease, among our native cat¬ 
erpillars. He has so far proven that the disease is 
characterized by an enormous development of bac¬ 
teria in the alimentary canal, the same forms appear¬ 
ing in the blood before death; that It is contagious 
by way of the food ingested; that the characteristic 
bacteria may be easily and rapidly cultivated in ster¬ 
ilised beef-broth; and that caterpillars whose food 
has been moistened with this infected broth, speedily 
show the bacteria in the alimentary canal, and, later, 
in the blood, and soon all die of the disease. Other 
caterpillars of the same lot, receiving the same treat¬ 
ment, except that the food is moistened with distilled 
water instead of the infected broth, remain unaf¬ 


fected. These bacteria are likewise cultivable in 
vegetable Infusions, but multiply there less freely. 

Every step of the Investigation is fortified by 
stained and mounted preparations, which are being 
submitted to cryptogamists. It has already been 
determined that the bacterium Infesting a brood of 
Datana ministra in his breeding-cages is identical 
with tbe Micrococcus bombycis of the silk-worm; 
the form, measurements, modes of aggregation, and 
behavior to reagents, of the two, being the same.^ 
Datana Angusil, feeding upon walnut, was also occa¬ 
sionally Infested by this M. bombycis, but much 
more commonly by a spherical species, probably un¬ 
described. 

In the cabbage-worm (Pieris rapae) occurs still 
another species of Micrococcus, very mfhute (6 fi in 
diameter), globular, and usually either single or in 
pairs. This is far the most virulent of the insect 
affections, which is being studied by Forbes, — the 
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most like a plague. In its earlier stages It can usu¬ 
ally be recognized by the light tint of the larvae/an 
ashy green, so different from the ordinary color that 
one may pick out the diseased worms at a glance. 
These soon become torpid, and commonly die in a 
few hours. After death, decomposition is peculiarly 
sudden and rapid. A pale individual, picked out in 
the evening while still active, at eight o’clock the 
following morning was dead, blackened, and almost 
deliquescent* the whole body being reduced to a semi¬ 
fluid condition. This Micrococcus multiplies rapidly 
in beef-broth, rendering the fli#id turbid. 

The cultures of these Micrococci are made by the 
most rigorous use of the modem methods of * pure 
culture.’ 

Only M. borabycis has thus far been successfully 
used by Forbes for the infection of healthy larvae; 
but experiments with the other species are now in 
progress. Measures are also being taken to learn the 
length of life of these bacteria when kept in her¬ 
metically-sealed tubes, with the expectation that this 
will furnish a means of preserving and transporting 
them for practical use, If this should prove to be 
worth while. 

Forbes is also experimenting with the various fer¬ 
ment-germs appearing spontaneously in organic in¬ 
fusions, and has noted the occasional appearance of 
large numbers of Saccharomyces in the intestines of 
unhealthy larvae, and of those whose food has been 
treated with fermenting vegetable infusions. 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

Wb deeply regret to announce the death of. Dr. 
Hermann Muller, on Aug. 23. Next to Darwin, 
Muller has done the most to advance our knowledge 
of the mutual relations between plants and animals 
In one of Its many phases. Some notice of his life 
and work will be given In a future number. 

—The boundary-line between Guatemala and 
Mexico, whfpb, as we announced last week, Mr. Miles 
Hock has been commissioned to locate, is about two 
hundred miles In length; and one or two years will 
be required to finish the work. Astronomical fta- 
tlons will be established along the line, and topo¬ 
graphical and profile maps will be made to extend 
as far as time and means will permit If possible, 
the longitude of Guatemala City will be determined 
telegraphically by connecting with some point on 
the coast occupied by the 0. S. hydrographic party 
under Lieut-Commander Davis. 

Mr. Hock has also been commissioned by the 
Smithsonian institution to collect notes on anthro¬ 
pology in the country over which his survey extends, 
and to photograph whatever archeological ruins he 
may meet with during the progress of the survey. 
He sailed from New York on Oct. 1, in the steamer 
Acapulco. 

—The annual report of the librarian of the public 
library of Cincinnati for the year ending June, 1888, 
has just been issued. The total number of volumes 
and pamphlets in the library 1* 140,750. “ The at- 
erage number of books loahed dally for home use 


has been 080. The average number delivered for 
use in the reading-room has been 370 pet day/’ Ip 
tables showing the number of books issued for home 
use and for consultation are given percentages for 
vorkms classes. Fiction heads the Jlst with 8L4% 
in books for home use, and 28.8% In the reading- 
room. Science and arts are represented by only 2.0% 
for home use, but rise to 24.8% for books consulted 
at the library. The number pf volumes of Action 
circulated during the year was 107,078, and of sci¬ 
ence and arts only 5,928. In the consulting-room, 
however, 30,539 volumes of fiction were issued, and 
83,916 volumes in science and arts. Though these 
figures show a marked preponderance In the circu¬ 
lation of fiction over science and arts, as indeed they 
do over every other class, the preponderance is per¬ 
haps more apparent than real. As the librarian says 
in hla report, these percentages are often mislead¬ 
ing. “ They lead the public to believe that a much 
larger than a true proportion of the work of a library 
is in the distribution of books calculated to entertain 
rather than to instruct. Probably not more than 
one-sixth of the time dovoted to a volume of history 
or of science is devoted to a novel by the average 
reader; and yet in these figures volumes of history 
and science count equally with volumes of fiction and 
juvenile literature.” 

In a table ‘ showing the number and the classes of 
books used during each month of the year,’ we find 
some interesting figures. More books were used dur¬ 
ing the months of January and March than during 
any other two months of the year. In philology 
there was nearly a regular increase from month to 
month from July to January, and a decrease to 
June. In history, from 1,887 volumes in December, 
there was an increase to 1.818 in January, decrease 
to 1,885 in February, and increase again to 1,680 
and 1,581 in March and April respectively. In geog¬ 
raphy and travels, March takes the lead with 1,000. 
In science and arts the increase is regular from July 
(2,558) to January (4,050), when the decrease com¬ 
mences; and in June we have 2,688. In the totals 
we find that nearly 40% of the hooks were used during 
the months'of December, January, February, and 
March; while only about 28% were used during June, 
July, August, and September. 

— The latest news from the French deep-sea explora¬ 
tions on the Talisman is comprised in a letter from 
M. Alph, Milne-Edwards, at Teneriffe. Every thing 
had worked In a satisfactory manner. Many sound¬ 
ings had been made off the coast of Morocco, and 
interesting profiles of the bottom thereby developed. 
Bottom and water specimens were simultaneously 
obtained, and the work was even carried on at night 
by the aid of electric lights. Considerable zodiogtcai 
collections had been made, and the professor was 
especially devoting himself to the study of their dis¬ 
tribution in depth. The character of the futtna 
already enabled a tolerable estimation of the depth 
to be made from an examination of the animals con-* 
talned in any particular haul of the dredge. By Ute 
use of extremely large nets, better luck had been 
secured in the capture of deep-sea fishes titan had 
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previously attended their efforts, and a large number 
of specimens had been obtained. On leaving the 
■Canaries, the expedition would proceed to the Cape 
Verde Islands, and thence along the so little known 
African coast. 

— Mr. H. J. Johnston-Levis publishes the accom¬ 
panying map of Ischia (scale 1 : 80,000) in Nature , 
with some further account of the recent earthquake. 
In company with Prof. P. Franco of Naples, he trav¬ 
elled over the whole island without detecting any 
algn of volcanic action. If isosoismal lines are 
drawn over the Injured districts, we find, he says, 
“that they assume the form of elongated ellipsoids, 
whose major axes run nearly east and west.” In the 


surface. The rupturing of this plate-like fissure was 
apparently greatest at a point nearly midway between 
its extremities .’ } The ancient eruptive centres and 
craters are marked on the map in dotted circles. 

—Ensign 8, J. Brown, IT. 8. navy, has been elected 
professor of mathematics in the navy, and assigned 
to duty at the Naval observatory In Washington. 

— Thenar writes from La Paz, under date of May 
31 last, that in his search for Crevaux he had ar¬ 
rived by the way of Tacna, across the Cordilleras, 
on the 28th. The Bolivian government, by Sig. A. 
Quljarjo, minister of foreign affairs, had shown great 
interest in the plans, and.desire to assist to the extent 
of Us power. An expeditionary corps had .been 



first isoselsmal area, a, a, destruction was total; In the 
second, b t by many houses are fallen, and the rest will 
require rebuilding; in the third, c, c, they were se- 
, verely Assured; the fourth, in which houses were only 
\pry slightly Assured, not only includes the whole 
1 stand, but must extend into the sea some distance, 
“from a careful examination of observed azimuths 
anAangles of emergence, all point to a plate-shaped 
foc«s, whose strike extends In a line from Fontana, 
JAy west of Mcnella, to near the beach at Lacco. 
Tn plane of this Assure is probably roughly perpen¬ 
dicular to the surface, but may slightly dip towards 
*fche east, as the isoselsmals are slightly nearer on the 
eastern side of ihe seismic vertical, which? as a neces¬ 
sity, is not represented by a point, but a Hue on the 


equipped, and directed to march on Teyo, the Toba 
capital, which it is designed to occupy while part of 
the force descends the right, bank of the Pilcomayo to 
Ascension. This expedition should have left Caiza 
In the month of June last, while, on the 3d, Thouar 
intended to start for Carlparl, vid Oruro, Potosi, Sucre, 
and Tarija. 

— Endeavors have been made during the past ses¬ 
sion of the English parliament to obtain such amend¬ 
ments of the Factory acts as would protect not only 
the overworked and overheated workers in the bake¬ 
houses* but thoso desperate men who face certain 
death by poisoning in the manufacture of white lead* 
No act of parliament, however, will be of any real 
use until some Improved process makes safety as 
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cheap as danger. Lately, with this object in view, 
Prof. C. Gardner has perfected an invention through 
which, by electrical energy and the cheap produc¬ 
tion of carbonic acid, applied through a special 
apparatus, in combination with the necessary acid 
vapor at the proper temperature, the formation of 
white lead of the purest color and best quality ia 
rapidly and cheaply carried out in closed chambers; 
the lead resting upon shelves, which are lifted out 
when converted, and emptied, without any dust being 
raised, into a combination of machinery closed in, 
from which it comes forth ap white paint ground 
ready for the market, or, if required, as dry powder. 
Jn either case the dangerous operations of the ‘white 
bed,’ and washing and stoving, are completely done 
away with, and no opportunity is given for the dust 
to enter the air, or touch the persons of the workers. 

— Mr* G* Brown Goodo, U. S. commissioner to 
the fisheries exhibition, sailed from London for the 
United States on the 10th ult* 

— The summer station of the U. S. fish-commissiou 
at Wood's Holl, Mass., will remain open until about 
the 20th of this month, at which time the commis¬ 
sioner will return to Washington. 

— Dr. R. \V. Shufeldt, U.S.A., who was engaged 
in making collections In Louisiana, has been released 
from duty on account of ill health* 

— Mr* Robert Ridgway has left his duties at the 
national museum for the present on account of ill 
health, and Is recruiting in New York. 

— Dr. Charles Rau has in preparation a mono¬ 
graphic work upon prehistoric fishing-implements. 
It will be published as one of the Smithsonian Con¬ 
tributions to knowledge. 

— Professor Lester F. Ward has returned from the 
west. He reports having thoroughly explored about 
seventeen hundred miles of the Missouri River. 

—The very prevalent idea that aniline dyes have 
poisonous properties has inspired the German chem¬ 
ist, Dr. Grandhomme, to investigate the subject as 
illustrated In the coal-tar color-works of Messrs. 
Lucius and Brimlng at Hfichst-on-the-Main. No¬ 
where else could these researches have been con¬ 
ducted in so satisfactory a manner, as the Hcichst 
color-works employ six hundred and seventy-two men 
fn the actual manufacture of the colors, exclusive of 
their large staff of mechanics and laboratory assist¬ 
ants. One regulation provides that no workman 
shall enter any other department than his own; so 
that the works offer an excellent field for accurate 
observation. The following results were obtained by 
Dr. Grandhomme from personal observation, and the 
tables of accident and illness kept in the works. 
Nitrobenaol is known to be poisonous, yet symptoms 
of nitrobenzol-poisonlng only appeared in the coses 
of illness reported in that department during four 
years. Aniline is unquestionably poisonous; yet, out 
of one hundred and seventy-one cases of illness in 
that department, only eighteen were due to aniline: 
none were fatal, and the average duration of the 
illness was one and one-half days. Magentas made 
by the arsenic process, and duly purified, are recog¬ 
nised as poisons; but the' symptoms recorded are 


those produced by arsenic, which, in some inferior 
magentas, exists in the proportion of even eight per 
cent. No illness caused by pure magenta was re¬ 
corded at Hfichst, and aniline no more exists In the 
finished magenta than manure exists in wheat. In 
the department where blue colors were made, only 
one case of aniline-poisoning was recorded; none in 
the violet and green departments. A special disease 
appeared in the eoslnc department, causing extreme 
perspirations from the pores of the hands, but not 
among the men employed in packing the finished 
colors. No special disease was noted in the naphthol 
and alizarine departments. The use of alcohol was 
found to reduce the power of the constitution to 
bear the action of aniline: so no alcoholic drinks were 
allowed in the Hfichst works, and no men addicted to 
drinking admitted. 

— In Namaqua-lantJ, South Africa, no rain has 
fallen since Aug. 15,1881, and plants, animals, and 
men are dying of drought and starvation. Wheat 
and seeds have been sent by the Cape Colony, and a 
relief committee has been formed, 

— Tillo has determined the total length of naviga¬ 
ble rivers in European Russia, which is only 72,000 
kilometres for that vast territory, a deficiency due to 
the dryness of the climate. 
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HERMANN MULLERA 

Tub sad news 1ms just reached this country 
of the death of Professor Muller, at Prad, on 
the 25th of August. 

Since the death of Mr. Darwin, Dr. Muller 
has occupied the position of most prominence 
among students of the mutual relations be¬ 
tween flowers and insects, — a study which, in 
the last decade, has contributed as much as 
any branch of biology to 
the substantiation of the 
main points of adaptive 
evolution. Muller was 
born at Miihlberg, Sept. 23, 

1829, and was a younger 
brother of the well-known 
Brazilian naturalist, Fritz 
Muller, much of whose 
work has passed through 
his hands before its pub¬ 
lication. 

Between 1848 and 1852 
ho studied at the universi¬ 
ties of Halle and Berlin, 
devoting himself to natural 
history. In the latter year 
he passed the Oborlehrer examinations, and 
sorted his novitiate in the Berlin realsohule. 
In 1854 he received his first appointment as 
teacher in the school at Schwerin, and the 
following year took the natural sciences in the 
reaischnle at Lippstadt, where he remained as 
teacher and director until his death. 

Previously to the attainment of his degree, 
Dr. Mllller had shown considerable zeal in 
natural history explorations, which were con¬ 
tinued, in 1855, in the vicinity of Krain, where 
he did some especially interesting work on the 

* The portrait 00 thlw 1* engrave from u photograph by 
Ophoven of MppBUdt,. kindly tom la lied by i'rof, WlUbua Tre- 
'tape of the UnlvwroUy of Wlaconaifi, 
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blind insects found in the caves at this place, 
the results of his studies appearing in the Stet- 
tiner entomologische zeitschrift for 185(5-57. 
After settling at Lippstadt, lie gave particular 
attention to botany and entomology, working 
up, in particular, the local phenogamic flora, 
and later the mosses of Westphalia, sets of 
winch were distributed by him between 1864 
and 1866. 

About this time the classical work of Dar¬ 
win on the fertilization of orchids by insects 
directed his attention to the pollination of 
flowers, — a subject, which, 
ueglected since the time of 
Sprengel, was then attract¬ 
ing several biologists. His 
familiarity with Westpha¬ 
lian plants and insects 
fitted him especially for 
work of tins nature; and 
his first contributions 2 
showed that he was also 
possessed of the requisite 
powers of observation and 
interpretation. 

From this time on. his 
leisure was given to field¬ 
work in this specialty, 
many of his summers be¬ 
ing spent in the Alps. While Delpino, Hilde¬ 
brand, and others were not slow to follow 
in the steps of Mr. Darwin, showing, both 
from the structure of flowers and the results of* 
many carefhl experiments, how they must a 
priori be fertilized, Milller observed, in addi¬ 
tion, how their pollination is actually effected ; 
and our knowledge of the degree to which the 
reciprocal adaptations of flowers and their 
visitors extends may be set down as in large 
part the result of his labors. 

In the.past ten years, numerous papers from 

* Beobaehtuntfen mi Wc*tfllliach«n orclildeon {Vtrhundl, 
naturk* PrtuHn. Hhrtnl, ti. M>j Jfid8) ami An wort- 

dung der Darwlnacho letaru auf blunen {ibid,, 1872;, 
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hie pen have appeared in the Botanische 
zeitung , Bienen zeitung , Aosmoa, ittUure, 
etc., while, as editor of the department of 
Justs' «/aArafcrfcAt, relating to pollination 
and dissemination, he has contributed reviews 
of all of the more important publications bear¬ 
ing on his specialty. Beside these, he pub¬ 
lished two books, — Befrudituug der blumen 
dutch insekten, und die gegenseitigen an pas¬ 
su ngen beider (which appeared in 18711, served 
as the basis of a. very instructive series of arti¬ 
cles in JVa ture, and was largely drawn upon 
by Lubbock in the preparation of his little 
work on British wild-flowers, and which, sup¬ 
plemented by the more recent observations of 
its author, has lately been translated into 
English) ; and Alpenblumen, ihre befmehtung 
durch insekten und ihre anpAssungen an die- 
seiben (a volume of equal size, published in 
1881, and, like its predecessor, filled with 
instructive facts). 

From the first, I)r. Mtiller was a pronounced 
evolutionist, perhaps erring in too exclusive 
contemplation of a limited part of the evi* 
donee of derivation, and, like many others of 
the German school, inclined to push evolution¬ 
ary logic to its ultimate if undemonstrable 
conclusion of materialism. 

As a teacher he was most excellent, having 
the faculty, not only of imparting ideas to his 
pupils, but of inspiring their enthusiasm. In 
his specialty he was a careful observer, noting 
and accounting for many minute structural 
peculiarities in both flowers and insects, which* 
so long as their utility remained undiscovered, 
were explicable only by the theory of types in 
nature. So far as observation is concerned, 
his work is above criticism. As a rule, too, 
his inferences are correctly drawn, though the 
limitation of his studies to a small part of the 
world, has at times rendered his enthusiasm 
over the biological significance of some sup¬ 
posed new adaptation, subject to the criticism 
of specialists previously familiar with the struc¬ 
ture, if not with its meaning. 

As a friend, Dr. Muller was always cordial, 
ever ready with encouragement and assistance 
for younger workers in the line of his specialty. 


He had, however, little patience with inac¬ 
curacy in observation, and, both publicly and 
in private, criticised errors with vigor; but, 
though his criticisms were sometimes severe, 
they were seldom unkind, and never unjust. 
By hia death, biological science loses not only 
one of its most enthusiastic and able devotees, 
hut also one, who, by the independent and 
thorough nature of his work, may be- styled 
not inappropriately an epoch-maker. 


THE USE OF THE SPECTROSCOPE IN 
METEOROLOGY . 

In April last it was thought desirable to add 
to the regular meteorological observation made 
at the Shattuck observatory, Dartmouth col¬ 
lege, the hygro metric indications of the spec¬ 
troscope. The observations were made in 
accordance with the directions of J. Rand 
Caproa in hia ‘ Plea for the rain-band. 1 The 
instruments used were two direct vision spec¬ 
troscopes: one a 3£-inch ‘vest-pocket* in¬ 
strument of Hofmann's; the other 10 inches 
in length, and capable of separating the D lines 
with direct sunlight. The observations made 
in this way were found to be interesting, but 
unsatisfactory. The difficulty which an ob¬ 
server must always find in estimating confi¬ 
dently the degree of intensity of the absorption 
lines and bands with the widely varying lights, 
of fair and cloudy weuther, makes the arrange¬ 
ment of some method of measurement very 
desirable. After a few trials in other direc¬ 
tions, the device described below was decided 
upon, and has proved satisfactory. It was 
thought that the absorption lines of aqueous 
vapor, seen with a spectroscope of rather high 
power, are better adapted to delicate measure¬ 
ment than the broad band seen with a low 
power. The small spectroscope used shows 
the dark band on the red side of the D line 
with great clearness; but the absorption lines 
are only visible when particularly' strong. 
With the larger instrument, however, the spec¬ 
trum is so elongated that the general darken¬ 
ing near D is hardly noticeable; while the two 
moisture* lines to be found there are very 
prominent. The apparatus illustrated is de¬ 
signed to measure the variation in intensity of 
the darker line of this pair (the a of the 2> 
group of Janssen’s map). 

The only methods of measurement of the 
intensity of absorption lines, known to the 
writer, are those of Janssen and Gouj% The 
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former, in 1873, in hie work in mapping the 
atmosphere lines, used for comparison black 
lines of various widths, ruled on white paper, 
and viewed through vessels iilled with dark¬ 
ened water. 1 Gouy made some measure¬ 
ments of solar lines by photometric methods; 
isolating a narrow strip of the spectrum adja¬ 
cent to the line, and comparing its light with 
that of a strip of equal width containing the 
line. From these data he calculated the in¬ 
tensity of the line, not in photometric, but in 
linear units. a The method adopted by the 
writer is entire!} 1 different from either of these ; 
and, as far as known, is new. 


d 



• » 

a b 

rrn. 1, 


What was desired was the production of an 
artificial absorption spectrum, the intensity of 
whose lines could be varied at will, until one 
of the lines thus produced should be sen¬ 
sibly the same as the line to be measured. 
Fig. 1 is a section of the attachment to the 
spectroscope made for this purpose. The 
dark lines required are diffraction fringes pro¬ 
duced at the focus of the positive eye-piece, 
which are therefore seen projected on the 
spectrum. They are produced by placing a 
silk fibre a little beyond the focus of the eye¬ 
piece. In the figure, the piece a slides in the 
tube, bearing with it a single silk fibre placed 
vertically and just in the middle of the field of 
view of the eye-piece. The fibre is maintained 
vertical by means of a prp- 


the lines appear to separate somewhat, grow¬ 
ing constantly fainter until they disappear. 
The fainter diffraction fringes produced are 
invisible in the rather weak light of the spec¬ 
trum. Whole revolutions of the screw b are 
road off on the graduation at the side of the 
slot, and fractions (tenths) are read fVom the 
piece itself, which is graduated as a microme¬ 
ter screw. The litres thus produced resemble 
closely the D group, particularly whon both 
are strong, when a very sharp eye is required 
to distinguish the spurious lines from the genu¬ 
ine. As the movement of the eye from side to 
side would modify the appearance of the inter¬ 
ference lines, making one darker than the 
other, the spectrum must be viewed through a 
narrow vertical opening, making such motion 
impossible. For this purpose a piece of black 
paper (not shown in the figure), provided with 
a vertical slit of perhaps 0.7 mm. width, must 
be placed on the eye-lens at k . Kven with 
this, a little care is necessary in the position of 
the eye, that the pair of lines shall always be 
equal. The slight darkening of the spectrum 
between the two lines, which occurs, is in this 
case not objectionable, as it imitates pretty 
closely the general absorption in the space be¬ 
tween D and the a line of the D group. The 
instrument, as figured, is provided with a 
tangent screw at e, by which the whole tube 
containing the eye-piece can be moved hori¬ 
zontally, thus shilling the field of view so that 
any line of the spectrum can be brought to the 
side of the comparison lines. The instrument 
is mounted on a wooden base, grooved at the 
top to receive it. At the back side is a large 
knob by which the instrument is held when 
taking an observation. When directed to any 


jecting pin sliding in a longi- n 
tudinal slot in the tube, as 

sliding motion is given to it i 

by means of the piece 6, which *' n ' 

turns freely, but cannot slide, 
being retained by iho screw d fitting in a 
groove made entirely around the piece. Two 
openings are made in the tube, on opposite 
sides, so that h can be turned directly with 
the fingers. One of these windows is shown 
at n in fig. 2. By turning in one direc¬ 
tion, the silk fibre may be put nearly in the 
focus: by turning back, it can be made invisi¬ 


ble. When near the focus, the fibre appears 

as a pair of dark parallel lines and quite close part oAhe sky, the altitude can be determined 
together. As it is drawn away from the focus, by means of the graduated circle and hanging 


1 Ann. phyis. chin i.» x*Ui. S74. 

* Oompie* rendu* t btxxl*. 1033 and xcUM#. 


weight shown in the figure. 

Another device, much simpler, and of use, 
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it is believed, for general observation when less 
accuracy is required, is shown in fig. 8, A 
collar represented in section at a is inserted 
into the tube of the spectroscope, and fastened 
permanently so that its front side shall be 
just in the focus of the eye-piece. From the 
lower front edge to the upper back edge, a silk 
fibre passes, drawing back as it rises. The 
fibre will evidently appear in the field of view, 
as represented at b , as lines of diminishing 
intensity. A set of horizontal, equidistant 
spider- lines are attached to the front edge, 
hence just in focus. The 
line whose intensity is to 
be measured is made to 
appear parallel and near 
to one of the interference 
lines ; and its intensity is 
expressed by the number of the spider-line at 
which ' the intensities correspond, counting 
downwards. And here it may be mentioned 
that such a scale of intensities (or, indeed, the 
scale afforded by the micrometer screw read¬ 
ings in the preceding apparatus) is not a scale 
of equal parts, a change of a unit in case of a 
line of high intensity being more than in case 
of a low intensity. This is, however, behoved 
not to be ft serious disadvantage in practice. 

The advantages of any practicable method 
of measurement over a mere estimation are 
evident enough. When estimated by the eye, 
it is believed to be impracticable to distinguish 
more than five grades of strength, while by 
this method quite fine shades of intensity can 
be measured; and what is, perhaps, of equal 
importance, measurements made against dark 
and light sky are apparently identical, a 
change in the brilliancy of the background 
affecting the appearance equally of the ab¬ 
sorption and interference lines. Evidently an 
unaided estimation would very likely be at 
fault in such .a case. 

As to the accuracy actually attained in 
practice, it is found, in looking over the record 
of about a month past, that the whole range of 
the readings made at one observation, in ordi¬ 
narily favorable weather, averages 0.8 of a 
revolution of the micrometer screw; and, as 
from four to twelve or more readings are always 
taken, according to the amount of variation 
noted, the probable error of the mean may be 
considered as about 0.08, as computation has 
shown in a number of cases. Now, as the 
whole range of the instrument used is from 1.0 
to 5.7, it is evident that many grades*of in¬ 
tensity are capable of appreciation. It is to be 
remembered, that these readings are purposely 
made in various quarters of the sky, so that 



a 

no. a. 


discrepancies in readings are partly due to 
want of uniformity in the hygrometric state of 
the atmosphere. It should be stated, also, 
that such accuracy is not attainable below 2.0, 
as the value of a unit is then considerably less 
than above that value. 

The regular record made at the observatory 
is as follows : The ordinary meteorological 
record is made three times daity. With the 
spectroscope, at least three sets of readings 
are taken, comprising measurements of the in¬ 
tensity of the moisture line at the horizon, at 
altitudes of 10°, 20°, 80°, and 90°. In all 
cases, the readings are taken in all quarters of 
the sky where there is sufficient light. A set of 
readings is also taken by setting the microm¬ 
eter at 2.0, giving a faint line just visible in 
dark weather, and then measuring the altitude 
at which the moisture line is of the same 
strength. Such readings of altitude rarely 
vary more than 2° to 4° in settled weather. 
The strength of line and of the ‘ rain-band * 
is also estimated by the eye at each observa¬ 
tion. At the same time the readings of the wet 
and dry bulb hygrometer are taken, as welt as 
of a Regnault’s condensing hygrometer. The 
wet and dry bulb hygrometer can be ventilated 
by means of a bellows, as suggested by Mr. 
H. A. Hazen, in a recent number of Science. 
Notes are made of the direction and velocity 
of the wind, of the clouds, and condition of 
the air. 

One of the most interesting of the powers 
of the spectroscope thus used is its ability to 
detect relatively moist tracts in the atmos¬ 
phere. While in settled weather entire uni¬ 
formity at all points of the horizon is generally 
noted, in unsettled weather considerable differ¬ 
ences are often observed. An excellent ex¬ 
ample of this power of the instrument occurred 
on May 26. Daring the morning when the 
observations were made, the air was very 
clear and dry, the moisture line therefore 
weak. At 6 a.m., measurements made entirely 
around the horizon showed that the line be¬ 
came invisible very uniformly at an altitude of 
10°, except for about 45° of tho north-eastern 
horizou, where the altitude of disappearance 
was 20°, while the intensity of the line at the 
horizon here was about double that elsewhere. 
There was no wind blowing, and no clouds 
of any kind were visible except a few wisps of 
cirrus cloud high in the east. These facts were 
all noted in the record at the time. At seven 
o’clock, when the next readings were taken, 
to my surprise tins moist tract was found to be 
nearly filled up with a bank of strata# cloud, 
with no other clouds visible. At the same 
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time a similar moist region, of 15° altitude and 
perhaps 35° length, was discovered in the south¬ 
east ; and this in turn was found fifteen min¬ 
utes later to be partly filled with cloud. After 
an hour or so they had all disappeared. The 
appoarance was as though a body of air heavily 
charged with moisture, having become heated, 
was seen rising bodily at six o’clock, while at 
seven the consequent cooling had condensed 
in part its moisture. 

One of the most striking facts noted is the 
suddenness with which a hygrometric change 
occurs, as indicated by the spectroscope. 
During the fine weather of June 30 and July 
1, the spectroscope had indicated unusually 
dry air with almost absolute uniformity. Dur¬ 
ing July 1, as the diagram shows, there had 
been a very slight increase in the moisture 
present, as indicated by an observation at six 
f.m. Fifteen minutes later, happening to 
glance through the spectroscope, I was greatly 
surprised to sec how much blacker the line 
looked. A new set of readings was taken, 
giving a much higher amount of moisture, as 
indicated by the sudden rise in the curve. 
The sky was almost entirely free from clouds, 
with a light breeze from tho south-west. 
Measurements were made in both cases all 
along the western half of the horizon, the 
eastern being too dark at that hour. At seven 
o’clock a moderately dense bank of stratus 
clouds had risen in the west to an altitude of 
15° or 20°. The record at seven and seven- 
thirty showed little further hygrometric change. 
The sky was soon entirely overcast with clouds. 
This hygrometric change was not a mere mo¬ 
mentary one, connected with cloud-formation; 
but the later record showed it to be the begin¬ 
ning of a period of moist air and showery 
weather. The hygrometer, it will be noted in 
the diagram, gave little sign of change for 
some hours. Other sudden changes of equally 
striking character have been observed. That, 
as has been suggested by Capron and others, 
the physical state of the suspended water, the 
size of the aqueous particles, may have an influ¬ 
ence in its light-absorbing power, and so ex- 
lain in part such changes, is very possible; 
ut the evidence that such is the case appears 
to be far from conclusive. 

It is believed that a series of spectroscopic 
observations, continued for a considerable 
period of time at different stations, would 
give much light on a number of important 
questions iu meteorology, particularly in the 
study of the formation of showers and storms. 
The instrument is apparently admirably adapt¬ 
ed to do this work, by its ability to trace 


accurately the motions of masses of vapor in 
the upper atmosphere. The discussion of the 
more important questions which arise in carry¬ 



ing on this iuvestigation is deferred until a 
larger mass of figures and facts have been 
accumulated. C. 8. Cook. 


NOTES ON SA SSA FRA S-LEA VES. 

There are three distinct forms of sassafras- 
leaves. The simplest is ovate, varying to 
oval and obovate. A second form is three- 
lobed, the incisions running from near the 
middle of the upper half of the leaf’s edge to 
the centre of the blade. The third form is 
midway between the entire and three-lobed 
sorts, and has but one sido-lobe ; the opposite 
half of the leaf being entire. It is as if one- 
half of a three-lobod leaf were joined by the 
midrib to the opposite half of an entire one 
of the same size. This form may be very ap¬ 
propriately called the ‘ mitten.’ 

In the study of these three forms, branches 
of sassafras have been gathered from a large 
number of places through the surrounding 
country. Some have been obtained from the 
woods, and others from the open field. 
Branches were cut from the largest trees and 
from the smallest, from vigorous trees and 
those Of slow growth. Ten hundred and fifty 
leaves were examined; and of these, five hun¬ 
dred and thirteen were entire; four hundred 
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and fifty-eight, three-lobed; and seventy-nine, 
4 mitten form/ 

The first leaves of spring were invariably 
entire, and a lobed leaf was rarely found until 
the fourth leaf was passed in counting from the 
base of the branch toward the tip. No regular 
order was discovered. In one case the arrange¬ 
ment was ns follows: three entire, four three- 
lobed, one ‘mitten/ one three-lobed, one 
4 mitten/ one thrce-lobed, one ‘ mitten/ one 
three-lobed; on another branch, four entire, 
one * mitten/ five three-lobcd, one 4 mitten/ 
three three-lobed, three 4 mittens/ The 
leaves on short spurs of old trees were nearly 
all small and entire; when the branches were 
somewhat longer, and the leaves larger, there 
were one or more three-lobed or 4 mitten ' 
leaves in the middle of the stem. A number 
of branches taken from slow-growing trees 
gave the following aggregate: entire leaves, 
seventy; 4 mittens/ six; three-lobed leaves, 
three. A vigorous young sprout gave twenty- 
seven three-lobed leaves, one 4 mitten ’ near 
the middle of the stem, and no entire leaves. 
Another had two entire blades at the base, and 
twelve three-lobed leaves above. A number 
of these rapidly-growing young trees together 
gave twenty-seven entire leaves, fourteen 4 mit¬ 
tens/ and eighty-one three-lobed leaves. 

The entire and smaller leaves are in tine 
majority on slowly-growing trees ; while, on the 
young sprouts, larger three-lobcd leaves pre¬ 
dominate. The 4 mitten * form is mostly found 
with the entire leaves. This form of leaf is 
probably about equally divided between the 
4 right-handed * and 4 left-handed ; 1 though, of 
the number found (seventy-nine), those with 
the 4 thumb " to the left, when held with under 
side upward, exceeded the other sort by half. 
About every thirteenth leaf is a 4 mitten/ — a 
form not found mentioned in the botanical de¬ 
scription of the sassafras. 

There seems to be no order in the arrange¬ 
ment of the three forms upon the branch. 
Leaves from the buds were examined, and all 
of the three forms were found. Each kind is 
distinct, from a very early state ; and there is 
no indication that one ever passes into the oth¬ 
er. No intermediate forms have been found. 
The venation of the three forms is very much 
the same. There is a midrib running length¬ 
wise through the leaf, and a strong lateral vein 
on each side, which rnns from hear the base 
to beyond the middle of the leaf. Smaller 
veins form the framework of the middle and 
upper parts of the leaf. The portion of par¬ 
enchyma absent in a lobed leaf is midway 
between the strong lateral veins. This is 


very clearly shown in a 4 mitten/ where one 
side is lobed, and the other entii'e. It would 
seem as if the lobing is a failure to fill up 
the framework, and apparent!}* due to a too 
vigorous growth of the veins, and a lack of 
a sufficient amount of the soft, filling tissue. 
In the formation of leaves the sassafras is 
certainly 4 at loose ends/ but in this it is not 
alone. 

Fig. 1 shows an entire sassafras-leaf; iig. 
2, a three-lobed Iqjif; and fig. a 4 mitten/ 
Fig. 4 shows the young leaves of the three 
forms. All the illustrations are drawn from 
nature. Byhon D. IIaustkd. 

New York. July 2,lKBa. 


THE UNITS OF MASS AND FORCE . 

In the original definition of the gram it was 
regarded as a weight, and therefore a force, 
being the weight at the level of the sea, and 
at the latitude of 4o°, of one cubic centimetre 
of water at its maximum density. It was thus 
virtually defined as a force. But as we shall 
soon see, although defined as a unit of force, 
it has become in practice a unit of mass. In 
the C. G. 8, system of units this change is 
accepted, and tho definition is modified accord¬ 
ingly ; that is, one cubic centimetre of water 
is taken as the unit of mass, and this mass is 
called the gram without reference to its weight. 

In volume i M Cours de physique , M. Jamin 
criticises this change. The high standing and 
character of this great work, as well as the emi- 
neifcie of its author, entitle his views to respect¬ 
ful ^consideration, especially as the question 
involves the fundamental elementary concep¬ 
tions of physics in a way to render it of inter¬ 
est to the general student. 

We set out with the proposition that what 
we copimonly consider units of weight, such as 
the Kilogram and pound, practically become 
units of massjn all the ordinary affairs of life. 
The reason is, that in practice bodies are 
weighed by balancing them against pieces of 
motal, and not by means of a spring balance. 
A pound weight is indeed heavier the farther 
north we go; but then, whatever we weigh 
with it is heavier in the same ratio. Accord¬ 
ingly, if by means of a weight we weigh a 
pound of tea at the equator, at the poles it 
will still weigh the same as a pound weight, 
although in reality heavier than at the equator. 
This is obviously a great practical and com¬ 
mercial convenience; because the quantity or 
mass pf the tea is the important question to 
those who deal in it, while its gravitating force 
is of secondary importance. Were a perfect 
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spring balance used winch measured absolute 
weight, the dealer who should purchase tea at 
one latitude, and sell it at another, would be 
subject to a gain or loss, dopetiding upon the 
difference in the force of gravity. 

It is not, however, on merely commercial 
grounds that the change rests. For scientific 
purposes a unit is used as a term of comparison 
between different quantities of the same kind, 
and must be so defined and chosen as to fulfil 
this function with the greatest convenience. 
Now, a unit of force which shall furnish* a di¬ 
rect and convenient standard of comparison 
between forces or weights at different places is 
entirely impracticable. At auy one place the 
weight of a given mass of metal may be taken 
as a convenient unit; but this unit will change 
when we go to any other place, owing to the 
difference in the force of gravity. Indeed, 
every student of physics knows that the meas¬ 
ure of the force of gravity at any one place 
is one of the most delicate*and difficult prob¬ 
lems in phj’sics. In the definition which re¬ 
fers to the latitude of 45° it is assumed that 
the force of gravity is the same at all points on 
this parallel. We now know that this is not 
the case, and that if we adopt such a unit we 
shall have to define the exact spot on the 
earth's surface which is taken as the standard. 
Reference to such a standard would be imprac¬ 
ticable. I-Ience a unit of force must be sub¬ 
sidiary to the unit of mass. The most conven¬ 
ient way of fixing it is to take the unit of mass 
as known, and to determine the force of gravity 
at the place of observation. The combination 
of the two gives a standard by which weight 
may be expressed in force. To be more ex¬ 
plicit ; if we have a piece of metal the mass of 
which we know to be one gram, and if we deter¬ 
mine the force of gravity at the place to be n, 
then the gravitating force of that piece of metal 
will be known to be n units of force. In prac¬ 
tice this must be the method used in physics, 
if an accurate measure of forces is really re¬ 
quired. 

Let us now consider M. Jamin's objections. 
He says that the mass of a body is not suscep¬ 
tible of direct determination; for to measure it 
we nnust commence by determining its weight 
in a balance, and afterwards dividing by the 
number which expresses the acceleration of 
gravity at the latitude of 45° and at the level 
of the sea. It is difficult to attribute this re¬ 
mark to any thing but inadvertence, since the 
division by <7 at 45° is necessary only on the 
French system. If we measure it by means of 
a balance having grams as weights, the result¬ 
ing weight’is at once the mass on the C. 0. S. 


system, no matter where the weighing is made, 
ami therefore needs no division whatever. 

He then adds, u Suppose, on the contrary, 
that we have to measure a force : we determine 
it directly by means of weights at the place of 
observation. Afterwards we apply to these 
weights the corrections relative to the latitude 
and the altitude, to have an expression of the 
force as the function of a normal gram. We 
must remark that we cannot avoid these correc¬ 
tions to taking mass as the fundamental unit; 
because it is always weights that wo measure, 
and the course followed in the experiments is 
necessitated by the nature of things.' * This is 
quite true, but it does not prove that one sys- 
tem affords any more convenient unit of force 
than the other. Simon Newcomb. 

STANDARD RAILWAY TIME . 

The problem of simplifying the system of 
time standards used by the railways of this 
country seems to be near solution. The rep¬ 
resentatives of various railway-linos, who are 
to-day in session at Chicago, will receive the 
report of the secretary, Mr. W. F. Allen, and, 
it is expected, will take final action. For some 
years past, committees of various scientific 
bodies, as the American metrological society, 
the American association for the advancement 
of science, and the American society of civil en¬ 
gineers, have called attention to the urgent need 
of reform in the standards of time in use, and 
suggested plans for action. The railways, which 
are naturally most interested in the movement, 
have recently taken hold of the matter in ear¬ 
nest. The plan which has met with the most 
favor is that in which five standards of time, 
differing by consecutive hours, are proposed 
for the whole territoiy occupied by the United 
States and' Canada. These are based upon 
the meridians from Greenwich, but receive 
other names for purposes of convenience. It 
is proposed by the railways that in Canada the 
standard shall be known as intercolonial time , 
and shall coincide with the local time on the 
meridian four hours, or 60°, west of Greenwich, 
lu the United States the standards will be 
known as eastern , central, mountain , and Pa- 
cific time , and coincide with the local times on 
the meridians five, six, seven, and eight hours, 
or 75% 90°, 105°, I20 & , respectively, west of 
Greenwich. The advantage of this system is, 
that the standards will differ from the true 
local times of the various parts of the couutiy 
by amounts not greater than thirty minutes, if 
the divisions are made rigidly according to 
longitude, and no one will be inconvenienced 



October 12 , 183 $.] 


SCIENCE . 


495 


thereby. The great difficulty, however, of the 
plan, lies in the selection of the places where 
the changes of one hour are to be made ; and 
as some of these, especially that between east¬ 
ern and oentral time, must pass through coun¬ 
try well settled, no matter how much freedom 
is allowed in* selecting the points of change, it 
has seemed to many that the inconvenience 
would be great. Railway interests require 
that the changes be made at the termini of 
sections of the road, which are often large 
cities. At these points there will be two times, 
— one for eastern, one for western roads, differ¬ 
ing by an hour. In dealing with this practical 
difficulty, the railways have shown a desire to 
conform as nearly as possible to the theoretical 
system, but have adopted the principles that 
41 changes from one standard to another should 
be made at well-known points of departure,” 
and that 4 4 these changes should be made at, 
the termini of roads, where changes now occur, 
except on the transcontinental lines and in a 
few other unavoidable cases, where they r can 
be made at the ends of divisions.” 

At the railway-time conventions held in St. 
Lours and New-York City in April last, the 
following resolutions were adopted : — 

1°. That all roads now using Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Toronto, Ham¬ 
ilton, or Washington time as standard, or 
standards based upon meridians east of those 
points, or adjacent thereto, shall be governed 
by the seventy-fifth meridian or 4 eastern time ’ 
(four minutes slower than New-York time). 

2°. That all roads now using Columbus, 
Savannah, Atlanta, Cincinnati, Louisville, In¬ 
dianapolis, Chicngo, Jefferson City, St. Paul, 
or Kansas City time, or standards based upon 
meridians adjacent thereto, shall be run by 
the ninetieth meridian time, to be called ‘ cen¬ 
tral time ’ (one hour slower than ‘ eastern time/ 
and nine minutes slower than Chicago time). 

3°. That west of the above-named section 
the roads shall be run by the one hundred and 
fifth and the one hundred and twentieth merid¬ 
ian times respectively (two and three hours 
slower than * eastern time 1 ). 

4 D . That all changes from one hour standard 
to another shall be made at the termini of 
roads or at the ends of divisions. 

Another resolution provided that the secre¬ 
tary should prepare a pamphlet containing an 
explanation of the subject, with accompany¬ 
ing maps, and endeavor to secure the acquies¬ 
cence of all parties to the proposed plan, that 
the next convention might take final action. 

The report of the secretary contains a fine 
railway-map, with the standards proposed for 


each road designated by different colors. It 
is the intention to use the eastern standard 
from Maine and the eastern coast to Detroit, 
Mich., and Bristol, Tenn.; but all the Ohio and 
Georgia railways will use the centrnl stand¬ 
ard, as well as those in Pennsylvania west 
of Pittsburg. The western railways whose 
termini are in Buffalo, Salamanca, and Char¬ 
lotte, are allowed to use the central standard 
as far east as those joints. The important 
place# where the change of one hour from 
eastern to central time occurs, arc Detroit, 
Buffalo, Pittsburg, Charlotte, and Augusta. 
The change from central to mountain time is 
made at Bismarck, North Platte, Wallace, 
Coolidge, and others ; from mountain to Pacific 
time, at Ogden, Yuma, and others. 

The secretary, Mr. Allen, has received assur¬ 
ances from the great majority of roads, that 
the system is approved. At the beginning of 
this month, railway’s operating 70,000 miles 
of road had responded favorably ; and replies 
were coming in daily, none in the United 
States having refused assent. The roads cen¬ 
tring In Boston gave assent, provided satis¬ 
factory arrangements could be made with the 
Cambridge observatory, upon which they de¬ 
pend for their time-signals. Of this there 
can be no doubt, as it may be assumed that 
every observatory in the country will contribute 
its part in the movement which inaugurates 
such a needed reform. The eastern standard 
differs from Boston time by sixteen minutes. 

It seems almost certain, then, that the con¬ 
vention now in session will authorize the pro¬ 
posed change, and appoint a time when the 
plan Bhali be put into practical operation. 
On that date the observatories will make the 
change in their signals which the railways use, 
and the system will at once be under trial. 
The next question will be, whether the cities 
will adopt the railway sy stem for their use. 
Of this there can be little doubt; and, in cases 
where two standards differing by an hour 
come together, it will be necessary to adopt 
one of the two for the city standard. The 
state of Connecticut, which several years ago 
hastily adopted New-York time for the stand¬ 
ard, will have the small change of four min¬ 
utes Ito authorize. All these adjustments may 
be left to the future. They will be made 
or not, as the popular intereks demand. Of 
the wisdom of the action of the railway man¬ 
agers there can be no doubt. Without dis¬ 
cussing the relative merits of the plan adopted, 
and others which have been suggested, it is 
certain that the present confused arrangement 
should be abolished. The new plan is simple 
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and practicable ; and its adoption is an impor¬ 
tant reform, which is deserving of hearty sup¬ 
port and encouragement. 


LETTERS. TO THE EDITOR * 
Fhalonsterium dlgitatum Stein. 

Turkic if* no published evidence that the infusorial 
colony here referred to has been seen by any observer 
except its German discoverer. It is stated not to 
occur in English waters; and this uncommon ivntmal- 
cule had not been taken in America, until the writer 
recently found it in considerable profusion, attached 
to the leaflets of Myriopbyllum from a millpond near 
this city. The colonies and the enclosed zoolds dif¬ 
fer from their German relatives in no essential char¬ 
acter, the only perceptible divergence being in the 
somewhat smaller size of the American Infusorium, 

The tubular colonies, which take an Irregular dlglt- 
Hke form, and branch somewhat dichotomously, are 
in great part built up of granular digestive rejecta¬ 
menta remarkable for their coarseness. The distal 
extremity of each tubule is slightly inflated, each 
xoold sitting singly in the holloy thus formed, except 
after having undergone the reproductive process, 
when two or more may be present, the flagellum alone 
extending beyond the aperture. 

The conical collar, embracing the flagellum for 
some distance above Its point of origin, is often 
thickened by an outward flow of the body-sarcode; 
but whether a regular circulation takes place in the 
collar substance could not be determined. 

Although the zoolds are apparently entirely free 
from all connection with the walls of the zoocylium, 
they have the power of suddenly darting back Into 
the tubules fora distance equal to two or threo times 
their length. They seem to exercise this accomplish¬ 
ment at pleasure, but especially when any unwelcome 
object comes In contact with the flagellum. I have 
seen a large animalcule glide across the front of a 
colony, and each zoo Id in regular succession, as Its 
flagellum was touched, shoot back into the tube, re¬ 
maining there some minutes before cautiously reap¬ 
proaching the aperture, 

I have several times witnessed the reproductive 
process, and have veritled the statement that it takes 
place by transverse fission. An interesting fact in 
this connection is, that the only other species of 4he 
genus reproduces Itself by dividing longitudinally, a 
method directly the opposite of that which obtains 
with the present form. 

The two posteriorly located contractile vesicles pul¬ 
sate at Intervals of about thirty seconds. 

Dtt. ALFliKD C. StokxS. 

Trenton, N.J, 

Solar constant. 

I enclose a translation of a portion of a letter to me 
from Dr, Josef Pernter of the Austrian meteorologi¬ 
cal service* Dr. Pernter writes: — 

“ tfpeaking of radiation, I remember to have read aevcral time# 
In genomic, under the 1 letter* to the editor,’ various things con¬ 
cerning the solar constant, — lately, a letter from John LeConte, 
but which, like former communications, appears to make the 
subject a little unclear. 

The solar constant is a quantity of heat, and the number which 
is tbo expression for the solar constant must mean natures. If, 
for example, Vtolle says the solar constant is 2.54, then It must 
be 2.54 oatores. But since the solar radiation is a summation, 
during time, extending over space, the duration and the surface 
certainly come into the question. The minute has been taken 
a» the unit of time, and the square centimetre as the unit of 
space. 

» That the solar constant Is 2.54 oalores, means, therefore, that 


the sun’s rays bring to the outside of our atmosphere, in each 
minute, 2,54beat-units upon each square centimetre. What be- 
comes of these heat.units, or calorcs, docs not belong at alt to 
the conception of the solar constant. 

“ Tbo new solar constant of Langley, 2.84, *1 guide*, consequent, 
ly, that the amount of heat furnished per minute per square oentk 
metre by solar radiation Is 2.84 calorcs. Hut tnts number, 2.64 
calorcs, must be comprehended. Irately the term 'ealoro* has 
been used In two significations, — the large enlore, or the amount 
of heatthut raise* one kilogram of water 1 °; and the small oalore, 
or the amount of heat which raises a gram of water 1*. The lat¬ 
ter, or small ealorc, is applied to the solar Constant. Expressed 
In large cnlorcs, the solar constant of Langley would not be 2.84, 
but ,00284 calorcs; that In, 3,000 tiraos smaller. 

*' After Uuw explanations, one can Immediately way how many 
great or smalt catores fall upon the square metre per minute from 
die solar radiation; vis., 10,000 times h» many as on the square 
centimetre.” 

Fbank Waldo. 

Deutsche seewarte, Hamburg, Germany, 

Sapt. 16, 1884. 

Dissemination of Phlox. 

I have had for gome time past, on iny table, some 
capsules of Phlox Drummond! I, which Is so com¬ 
monly cultivated in gardens. The capsules were 
picked while still green, and had dried gradually. 
Several times I have been puzzled at finding small 
seeds and parts of the capsule of a plant on the table, 
and could not think where they came from ; hut, a 
day or so since, I beard a sharp pop, and, looking up, 
saw that one of the capsules had burst, and sent the 
seed several feet away. Since then ft has often oc¬ 
curred, This Is an evident means for the dissemina¬ 
tion of the seed. The most of the capsules I have 
examined have perfected only one seed, instead of 
three; end the sudden opening of the capsules have 
sent the seeds flying far and wide. 

Jos. F. James. 

Cincinnati, O. 

The Iroquois Institutions and language. 

The very courteous and complimentary manner in 
which my work on the Iroquois book of rites has been 
noticed in a recent number of this journal has made 
me reluctant to take exception to any portion of the 
review. On further consideration, however, I must 
beg to be allowed, in the interests of both science and 
history, to refer to one or two of the remarks of my 
friendly critic. He expresses the opinion that * the 
sceptical reader’ maybe Inclined to regard the por¬ 
tion of the work which relates to 1 the league and Its 
founders ’ rather as * classic historical romance ’ than 
as history; and this on the sole ground (as 1 under¬ 
stand his suggestion) that the Iroquois cannot be 
supposed to have been capable, five hundred years 
ago, of the intellectual efforts implied in Hits narra¬ 
tive. This suggestion, it will be seen, opens up the 
entire question of the comparative mental capacity of 
civilized and uncivilized, or rather unlettered, races* 

The question is one altogether too large to be fully 
discussed in this place. But as regards the particular 
subject now referred to, I may remark that the exist¬ 
ence of the league itself, with all Its judicious and 
statesmanlike regulations, is a fact of which there 
can be no possible question. Any one can see this 
remarkable constitution in full and vigorous opera¬ 
tion among the three thousand Iroquois on their Cana¬ 
dian reservation. There is ample evidence to show 
that this league existed In Its present form when 
the people who maintained it first became known 
to European explorers. It is clear, therefore, that 
wlmtever intellectual power was needed for Us for¬ 
mation was possessed by the Iroquois before they ac¬ 
quired any tincture of foreign civilization. 

But why should their capacity for forming such a 
government be questioned? TheIroquols tribes, wimp. 
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first known to Europeans, and doubtless for centu¬ 
ries before that time, were In a social stage at least 
as far advanced as that of our German ancestors In 
the days of Tacitus. We know that these barbarians, 
if we choose so to style them, had evolved a regular 
system of government, combining very ingeniously 
the methods of democracy and aristocracy, and com¬ 
prising the germs of the English constitution. On 
this point the often-cited passage of Montesquieu will 
bear to be requoted and emphasized. ” In perusing,” 
writes the great legist, ” the admirable treatise of 
Tacitus ‘On the customs of the Germans/ we find it 
is from that nation the English have borrowed the 
idea of tlielr political government. Thla beautiful 
system was invented first in the woods.’’ Will any 
one reply that the German barbarians, being of the 
Aryan stock, must be supposed capable of intellectual 
achievements which barbarians of the Indian race 
could not be expected to compass ? I think the able 
and liberal-minded reviewer will agree with me, that 
reasoning of this ‘high priori’ sort, which assumes 
the very point In question, would be any tiling but 
logical or satisfactory. 

The reviewer is kind enough to say that many of 
the chapters in my volume “ indicate Immense re¬ 
search, and are of great value both ethnologically 
and phllologically.” I can assure him that equal 
diligence was exercised in preparing the chapters on 
the league and its founders, and I know of no reason 
why they should be deemed less accurate or less valu¬ 
able. In these, moreover, as well as for the other 
portions of the work, I have been careful to Indicate 
the sources of my information. Nothing will be easier 
than for any one who has doubts as to Its correctness 
to repeat my inquiries, and to satisfy himself on that 
point. But I am happy to say that the communica¬ 
tions which reach me from many quarters seem to 
show that no such doubts are likely to be entertained; 
at least, by any well-informed persons. Writers of 
the highest authority on American and Indian his¬ 
tory receive the statements of the book as entirely 
authentic, and speak of it In terms too flattering for 
me to repeat. 

Let me conclude by expressing the pleasure with 
which I have learned from this review that the valu¬ 
able work of the excellent and indefatigable mission¬ 
ary-linguist, the late Father Mareoux, on the Iroquois 
language, is about to be published by the Bureau of 
ethnology. The idioms of the Huron-Iroquois group 
stand, perhaps, at the head of the best-known Indian 
languages as subjects of philosophical study. It is 
doubtful if even the Qulchuaor the Asctec equals them 
in comprehensive force, or in subtlety of distinctions. 
Mom than tiro centuries ago the learned missionary 
Breheuf was struck with the resemblance of the 
Huron to the Greek; and in our o|yn day Professor 
Max Muller, after a careful study of the Mohawk 
tongue, has expressed the opinion that the people 
who wrought out such a language 1 were powerful 
reasoners and accurate classifiers/ The works of 
AL Mareoux, in conjunction with those of his dis¬ 
tinguished pupil and successor, M. Ouoq, wilt afford 
ample means tor the study of one, and perhaps the 
finest, of this remarkable group of languages. 

Iu connection with this subject* it U proper to refer 
to the doubt expressed by the reviewer as to the 
correctness of the linguistic works of the French 
missionaries. It is suggested that they have made 
mistaken in grammar, and In particular that they 
have'not been able to distinguish between the femi¬ 
nine and the indeterminate Inflections. Now, it must 
be remembered that the intelligent and well-educated 
missionaries, whose competency is thus questioned, 


have for many years spoken and written tho Iroquois 
language almost as familiarly as ihelt* native speech, 
amlhave published many books in that language for 
the use of their converts. Their predecessors, whose 
experience they have inherited, had been engaged Jn 
the same Work for more than two hundred years. To 
suppose them so grossly ignorant of the grammar of 
the language as is now suggested is miurn the same 
as supposing a professor of Latin In an English or 
American college to be unable to distinguish between 
the genitive and the accusative cases in that language* 
If the work of Mareoux is so erroneous, it is clearly 
unfit to be published ih a national series like that of 
the Ethnological bureau. In justice both to the mis¬ 
sionaries and the bureau, I am glad to be able to show, 
by the best possible evidence, that the suspected 
errors do not exist. The Iroquois must be supposed 
to know their own language. The text of their Book 
of rites, fortunately, presents a test which is conclu¬ 
sive. In preparing the translation of this text* with 
the aid of the best native interpreters, I had occa¬ 
sion, as tho appended glossary shows, to tnake con¬ 
stant use of the publications of M. Ouoq on the 
Iroquois tongue, and found them invariably correct. 
In particular, I may mention, the indeterminate 
form frequently o^JCurs, employed precisely as indi¬ 
cated by him. The" bureau may therefore safely 
add the work of M. Mareoux to the other valuable 
publications which have done so much credit to the 
scholarship of their authors and to the liberality of 
the government II. IIalk. 


THOMSON AND TAIT’S NATURAL 
PHILOSOPHY. — L 

A treatise on natural philosophy. By Sir William 
Thomson LL.D., D C.L, F.U.S., and P. G. 
Tait, M. A. Vol. i., partii , new edition. Cam¬ 
bridge, University press t 1883. 25 + 527 p. 8°. 

The first edition of vol. i. (23 + 727 p.) of 
this work was published by the delegates of tho 
Clarendon press at Oxford, 1867. The authors 
then intended, as appears from their preface, 
to complete the work in four volumes. The 
remaining three volumes have, however, never 
appeared, much to the regret of all students of 
mathematical physics; and tho authors state 
that the 4 4 intention of proceeding with tho 
other volumes is now definitely abandoned.” 

In 1879 a new and enlarged edition was 
published of a portion of vol. i M entitled part 
i. (17+508 p.), including that part of the 
first edition contained in the first 336 pages; 
and now we have the remainder of vol. i., en¬ 
titled part ii., which has been enlarged by im¬ 
portant additions from 390 to 527 pages. 

At p, 22 will be found a schedule of the 
alterations and additions in part i., and, at 
p. 24, those of part ii. u The most important 
part of the labor of editing part ii. has been 
borne 1>y Mr. G. H, Darwin,” whose remark¬ 
able papers in the Philosophical transactions 
upon the mathematical physics of the earth, 
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past and present, have placed him in the front 
rank of the cultivators of that science. Hie 
contributions to part ii. are duly accredited to 
him in the above-mentioned schedule. 

'Hie original object of this treatise is stated 
to be twofold ; viz., “ to give a tolerably com¬ 
plete account of what is now known of natural 
philosophy, in language adapted to the non- 
mathematical reader, and to furnish to those 
who have the privilege which high mathematical 
acquirements confer, a connected outline of 
the analytical processes by which the greater 
part of that knowledge has been extended into 
regions as yet unexplored by experiment/' 

From the nature of the case, the success of 
the authors in the attainment of their first object 
was small, compared with the second; for in 
order to give an intelligible account, to one un¬ 
accustomed to mathematical reasoning, of the 
general tenor and results of such reasoning, 
requires not only capacities such as few mathe¬ 
maticians have had in our day, except Clifford, 
but requires, also, an amount of space incom¬ 
patible with the second and principal object 
which the authors had iu view. In order, 
however, better to reach the non-mathematical 
reader, the authors published a work entitled 
k Elements of natural philosophy, part i./ 
which was only an abridgment of this 'trea¬ 
tise/ made by simply omitting all the advanced 
mathematical developments. 

The second and principal object, however, 
of the authors, w as one in which they, perhaps, 
were better fitted to succeed than any who 
could be selected. Their object was a large 
one, and its attainment was undertaken in a 
large w ay. It involved the presentation of the 
general subject of kinematics, or the geometry 
of motion considered apart from the forces 
causing it, including the exposition and use of 
generalized co-ordinates; and the considera¬ 
tion of harmonic motion, which “naturally 
leads to Fourier's theorem, one of the most 
important of all analytical results as regards 
usefulness in physical science,” and including, 
also, the higher parts of the analytical discus¬ 
sion of curves and surfaces in space, of three 
dimensions. Next it required an extended 
development of dynamical laws and principles 
founded on Newton's Principle, comprising the 
dynamics of a particle and of a rigid body, 
and the whole of what is now termed kinetics 
worked over and u developed from the grand 
basis of the conservation of energy/' The 
scope of the work demanded, also, the estab¬ 
lishment of the principal formulae of spherical 
harmonies, a branch of analysis whose charac¬ 
ter we shall explain more at length hereafter. 


All these and other subjects, which are usu¬ 
ally regarded as but distant!} 7 related to the 
subject in hand, form a necessary part of a 
work whose object is as wide as that proposed 
by the authors. But it is hardlj r too much to 
say, that every important theory treated has 
received at their bands, not onl} T elucidation, 
but additions of importance. 

In order to make this paper as useful as 
may be, it has seemed best, in what follows, to 
content ourselves with the attempt to give an 
account to mathematical readers of the more 
important developments contained in the work, 
and not to engage in the task of trying to make 
an elucidation of its contents suitable for the 
general reader. 

When we come to consider in particular the 
contents of part ii., it is found to be upon 
the general subject of statics; though many 
subjects, such as elasticity, the tides, etc., not 
usually treated in works on that subject, are 
here included. It consists of three chapters, 
the first of which is but five pages in length, 
and is merely introductory. It states and illus¬ 
trates the utter impossibility of submitting tile 
exact conditions of any physical question to 
mathematical investigation by reason of our 
ignorance of the nature of matter and molecular 
forces, but shows that approximate solutions 
obtained by neglecting forces which do not af¬ 
fect the conclusions sought to be established, 
and by regarding bodies as rigid which are 
nearly so, lead to practically the same results, 
as to the equilibrium and motion of bodies, as 
we should be led to by the solution of the infi¬ 
nitely more transcendent problem which has 
regard to all the forces acting. 

In case, however, we consider the bending 
or other deformations of bodies regarded as 
elastic,,we make a second approximation to 
the exact treatment of physical questions; and, 
by introducing modifications of elasticity due 
to changes of temperature* we should make a 
third approximation, which might be carried 
one step farther by taking account of conduc¬ 
tion of heat, and farther still by considering 
the modifications of ordinary conduction due 
to thermo-electric currents, etc. In view of all 
this, the authors say, 44 The object of the pres¬ 
ent division of this volume (i.e., part ii.) is 
to deal with the first and second or these ap¬ 
proximations. In it we shall suppose all solids 
qitfaer rigid (i.e., unchangeable in form and 
volume) orefturfc; but, in the latter case, we 
shall assume the law connecting a compression 
or a distortion with the force which causes It, 
to have a particular term deduced from ex* 
peri men t. . . . We shall also suppose fluids , 
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whether liquids or gases, to be either comjwg#- 
sible or incompressible, according to certain 
known laws ; and we shall omit considerations 
of fluid Motion, although we admit the consid¬ 
eration of friction between solids." 

The next chapter (v.) comprises pp. 6 to 
100 , and its especial object is set forth in the 
introductory section (454), as follows: u We 
naturally divide statics into two parts,—the 
equilibrium of a particle, and that of a rigid or 
elastic body or system of particles, whether 
solid or fluid. In a very few sections we shall 
dispose of the first of these parts, and the rest 
of this chapter will be devoted to a digression 
on the important subject of attraction." In 
other words, this chapter is devoted, with the 
exception of a couple of pages, to an extended 
treatment of attraction according to the law of 
the inverse square of the distance as applied 
to gravitation, electricity, and magnetism. 

After a brief investigation of the usual for¬ 
mulae for the attraction of the spherical shell, 
circular disk, thin cylinder, circular arc, etc., 
the main subject of the chapter is reached, 
which is the modern mathematical theory of 
potential; which theory is the principal means 
now employed in the discussion of questions 
relating to the distribution of attracting matter, 
and the forces caused by it. This theory, due 
as it is to the analytical discoveries of Laplace, 
Green, Gauss, and others, might, nevertheless, 
have long remained comparatively barren of 
fruitful results in phj'sics, had it not been for 
the genius of Faraday, who, though unskilled in 
the use of analysis, had a most powerful grasp 
of geometric and physical relations. In the 
words of another, 1 “Faraday, in his mind’s 
eye, saw lines of force traversing all space, 
where mathematicians saw centres of force at¬ 
tracting at a distance; Faraday saw a medium 
where they saw nothing but a distance ; Fara¬ 
day sought the seat of the phenomena in real 
actions going on in the medium, they were sat¬ 
isfied that they found it in a power of action at 
a distance." He conceived of lines of gravi¬ 
tational force as holding the planets in their 
orbits. These lines radiated through all space 
from the attracting body as a nucleus, regard¬ 
less of the existence or non-existence of bodies 
upon which the attraction could be exerted. 
Furthermore, Faraday thought of each attract¬ 
ing body as surrounded at different distances 
by successive level surfaces,—like that of the 
ocean, for example, or the upper limit of 
the atmosphere ; which surfaces cut the lines 
of force everywhere at right angles. This was 
not only true of gravitating matter, but each 

1 Fwtoc* of Miutw«U** Kiettridty «q4 


electrified body also had its system of lines of 
electrical force, and its corresponding system 
of level surfaces; and each magnet had its 
magnetic system us well. The geometry of 
these lines and surfaces is the basis of Fara¬ 
day’s reasoning in his 4 Experimental re¬ 
searches, ’ and Is the geometric truth hidden 
in the analytic discoveries clustering around 
Laplace’s, Poisson's, and Green's theorems. 

That we may call these relations more clear¬ 
ly before the mind,*consider for a moment the 
so-called * equation of continuity ’ of an incom¬ 
pressible fluid ; which equation is divined fVom 
the geometric truth, that the quantity of such 
a fluid, which flows into auy assumed closed 
surface, taken entirely within it, is equal to that 
flowing out, or that the total flow is nil. This 
is precisely expressed by the equation 

fF d £ = 0, (1) 

in which d S is the area of the element of the 
assumed closed surface, F is the normal flow 
per square unit at that element, and the limits 
of integration are so taken that it extends over 
the entire surface.. There is also another form 
of the equation of continuity, expressing the 
kinematic truth, that, in an incompressible 
fluid, the variations of the component veloci¬ 
ties in the directions x , y , z, balance ; i.e., their 
algebraic sum is nil, which rnay be written 
thus: — 


in which u, v , w, are the component velocities 
in the directions x , y, z, respectively. 

Now, it is not difficult to picture to the mind 
the motions occurring within the mass of an 
incompressible fluid; such ns water, for exam¬ 
ple. In whatever way it may be moving, we 
can think of stream-lines along which the dif¬ 
ferent parts of it flow. A number of these 
lines, side by side, can be taken to form a 
stream, and can be thought of ,as bounded by 
a kind of tubular surface; which surface might 
be regarded as the boundary of the stream, 
which isolates it from surrounding streams. If 
the stream has the same velocity at every point 
along the tube, then its cross-section must be 
uniform; but, where the velocity is less, the 
cross-section is proportionately increased, and 
vice verm. This follows from the fact that 
the same quantity must pass each cross-section 
per halt of time. A tube in which a unit of 
volume passes a given cross-section per unit 
of time is called a unU»tube. Now, the forces 
of attraction in free space, caused by any dis¬ 
tribution of matter, electricity, or magnetism. 
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follow precisely the’same laws as the velocities 
and flow of incompressible fluids ; for, consider 
for the moment the lines of force starting from 
the surface of some attracting bod}' (a magnet, 
for example). They gradually diverge as the 
distance increases, and curve away into space. 
Each one of these lines may be taken as the 
representative of n definite amount of attraction, 
which is the same at all points along it; and if 
a tubular surface be supposed to exist, includ¬ 
ing everywhere certain of these lines which lie 
beside each oilier, and no others, the* total 
amount, of force acting across every cross-sec¬ 
tion of the tube is the same: hence equations 
(1) and (2) apply ns well to forces of attrac¬ 
tion as to velocities of an incompressible fluid, 
provided F< w, tq te, be taken to be the compo¬ 
nent forces along the normal and along a,#,?, 
respectively, and provided that none of the at¬ 
tracting matter be contained within the closed 
surface considered in equation (1), or at the 
point considered in equation (2), In order to 
the farther development of these equations, let 
us compute the work which would be obtained 
in carrying a unit of attracted material from 
one given position to another. The work is 
found from the usual expression 

V ~ — f(udx + vdy + wdx), (3) 

in which w,v, tc, being component forces, the 
limits of the integration are the co-ordinates of 
the two given points; but what path is taken 
between these points is of no consequence, 
because the amount of work depends alone 
upon their difference of level: 


dV 

dx* 


dV 
dy 9 


to = — 


<LZ 

dz 


<4) 


in which the right-hand numbers are partial 
differential coefficients. V is evidently a func¬ 
tion of the co-ordinates such that its value, de¬ 
pends upon position, ami not upon the kind of 
co-ordinates employed. The point which fixes 
the lower limit of tho integral in (3) is usually 
taken at infinity ; and the value of V taken be¬ 
tween it and the point fixing the upper limit 
is called the potential of the latter point. 

By help of (3), we may put equation (1) in 
the form 

rdV 

o* w 


in which d„u is the element of the normal to 
the closed surface considered. 

And by substituting in (2) the values given 
in (4), wc have, 


w + 


d*V V 
dy* dz* 


0, 


m 


which is Laplace*s equation, and is often 


written in the abbreviated form, V * V = 0. 
Poisson showed, that, when the point at which 
the potential is to be computed is within the 
mass of the attracting matter, the right-hand 
member of (6) should no longer be ru7, but 
4 irp instead, in which p is the density of the 
matter at that point. Similarly, the right-hand 
member of (5) becomes 4irm when an amount 
of matter m is included within the dosed sur¬ 
face considered. 

Equation (6) states that V must be such a 
Amotion of the co-ordinates, that, if we take 
its three partial second differential coefficients 
and add them, their sum is nil* What possible 
algebraic forms are there which fulfil this con¬ 
dition? They are, of course, to bo found by 
attempting to solve the differential equation 
(C). But it is to be seen beforehand, from 
the manuer in which that equation was es¬ 
tablished, that it must have an infinite num¬ 
ber of solutions ; for Kmust be such a fimetion 
as to be capable of expressing the work to be 
obtained from a unit of attracted matter when 
brought from infinity into the presence of 
attracting matter, whatever its distribution in 
space. The function V must therefore, in 
general, bo different for every different dis¬ 
tribution of attracting matter. 

The integration of equation (fi), and the 
discussion of its various solutions, constitute 
the branch of mathematics called spherical 
harmonic analysis ; and to it the authors have 
devoted pp. 171 to 219, in part i. The for¬ 
mulae there obtained are employed, whenever 
required in the present chapter, to express 
the potential, or the attraction of matter dis¬ 
tributed according to laws not conveniently to 
be treated by less elementary methods. 

As the study of spherical harmonics has 
been comparatively neglected in this country, 
a short digression, explaining some of their 
properties, may be useful. 

From the nature of attraction, it being to¬ 
ward fixed centres, it appeal's that polar co¬ 
ordinates would be more suitable to express its 
relations than rectangular co-ordinates; and, 
in fact, equation (6) is usually transformed to 
polar co-ordinates in space before integration,, 
which co-ordinates may be taken to be the 
radius vector, the latitude, and the longitude 
of the point at which the potential is com¬ 
puted. 

It may be shown that there are two general 
forms of solution of this polar differential equa¬ 
tion,—one in ascending powers of the radius 
vector; and the other to ascending powers of 
its reciprocal, with coefficients depending upon 
sines or cosines of the angular co-ordinates. 
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As these series way be broken off at any point 
by the vanishing of the arbitrary numerical co¬ 
efficients introduced during integration, these 
solutions may bo in terms of the radius vector 
of any degree, positive or negative. 

It is then found that a most important and 
simple class of solutions, called zonal harmonics, 
is those which are independent of the longi¬ 
tude, and consequently contain but two varia¬ 
bles, — the radius vector and the latitude. 

If in any harmonic we assume some special 
value of the radius vector for consideration, 
we evidently confine our attention to a spheri¬ 
cal surface; and the expression is then spoken 
of as a surface harmonic, in distinction from 
that in which the radius vector is a variable, 
in which case it is called a solid harmonic. 

On the surface of a sphere of given radius, 
it is possible to suppose the values of a surface- 
harmonic to be laid off graphically along the 
radii to each point, toward or away from the 
centre, according to their sign. This will give 
a picture to the mind of the distribution of the 
surface-harmonic. 

Now, in a zonal harmonic of the first posi¬ 
tive degree (which varies as the sine of the 
latitude) the surface-distribution is all positive 
on one side of the equator, and all negative 
on the other. A simple zonal harmonic of the 
second degree has a distribution like that in¬ 
cluded between a nearly spherical ellipsoid of 
revolution about the polar axis and a sphere 
when the two intersect along two parallels of 
latitude. The ellipsoid may be prolate or ob¬ 
late. The number of zones depends, in any 
case, upon the degree of the zonal harmonic, 
and is such that the number of parallels of lati¬ 
tude at which the distribution changes sign is 
the same as the degree; and they arc symmet¬ 
rically situated about the equator, so that in 
the odd degrees the equator is itself such a 
parallel. 

There ; are other solutions, called sectorial 
harmonics, in which, the surface-distribution 
changes sign at equidistant meridians, and 
other solutions still, which are a combination of 
these two, colled tesscral harmonics, in which 
the sign of the distribution changes, checker¬ 
board fashion, at parallels and meridians. The 
sectorial harmonics are, however, in reality, 
nothing more than the combination of a num¬ 
ber of zonal harmonics of the same degree, 
whose poles are situated at equal distances 
along the equator; and the tessera! harmonics 
are combinations of the sectorial with the 
zonal harmonics. Indeed, the most general 
harmonic is one by means of which any sur- 
faee-dlstribution whatever may be expressed by 


properly determining the constant coefficients, 
and is merely a combination of zonal harmon¬ 
ics superposed one upon another, with poles 
situated in some irregular manner upon the 
surface of the sphere. This brings us to the 
frindamental theorem stated in section 587, 
upon which the special importance and useful¬ 
ness of these functions rest, — 41 A spherical 
harmonic distribution of density (i.c., matter) 
on a spherical surface produces a similar and 
similarly placed spherical harmonic distribution 
of potential over every concentric spherical 
surface through space, external and internal; 
and so, also, consequently, of radial component 
force. . . . The potential is, of course, a solid 
harmonic through space, both external and in¬ 
ternal ; and is of positive degree in the internal, 
and of negative degree in the external space, M 
as is evidently necessary, if the series express- 1 
ing the potential in these two cases are to con¬ 
verge. When we come to treat in the same 
equation the potentials of a given point due to 
two different bodies, or systems of bodies, a 
remarkable relation is found to exist between 
them, called, from its discoverer, Green’s theo¬ 
rem, which, though somewhat complicated when 
expressed in rectangular co-ordinates, has been 
put bv Maxwell in a simple form, which may 
be written 

/V.dm^/V.dm^ (7) 

in which the subscripts refer to the first and 
second sj’stems respectively, and the integra¬ 
tions are to be extended so ns to include the 
total masses w, and respectively of the 
two systems. Laplace’s and Poisson’s equa¬ 
tions are, of course, particular cases of Green’s 
theorem. Thomson has effected an important 
extension of Green’s theorem, given on pp. 
1G7 to 171, part i. Constant references are 
made to these theorems, not only as to their 
direct application, as we have presented it, but 
in their application to the inverse question of 
determining what the distribution of matter 
must be to produce a given distribution of 
potential. 

The most extended and important applica¬ 
tion of the theories of attraction and potential 
treated in this chapter is that of ellipsoids and 
ellipsoidal shells, — a subject which is closely 
connected with that of the figure of the earth, 
and one which has engaged the prolonged at¬ 
tention of many of the most powerful mathe¬ 
matical intellects of the past. A full account 
of the course of discovery in this field is found 
in Todhunter's History of the theories of at¬ 
traction and figure of the earth, 2 vols. 

Ten p^ges of new matter (pp.* 40-50) have 
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been inserted in this edition, embracing modern 
investigations of importance on this subject. 

{To be continued ,) 


OBLIGATIONS OF MATHEMATICS TO 
PHILOSOPHY ; AND TO QUESTIONS OF 

COMMON LIFE. 1 —IL 

I 0Aii> that I would apeak to you, not of the utility 
of the mathematics in any of the questions of com* 
mon life or of physical science* but rather of the 
obligations of mathematics to these different sub* 
jects. The consideration which thus presents itself 
is, in a great measure, that of the history of the de¬ 
velopment of the different branches of mathematical 
science in connection with the older physical sci¬ 
ences,—astronomy and mechanics. The mathemati¬ 
cal theory is, In the first instance, suggested by some 
question of common life or of physical science, is 
pursued and studied quite Independently thereof, 
and perhaps, after a long interval, comes In contact 
with it, or with quite a different question. Geometry 
and algebra must, X think, be considered as each of 
them originating in connection with objects or ques¬ 
tions of common life, — geometry, notwithstanding 
its name, hardly in the measurement of land, but 
rather from the contemplation of such forms as the 
straight line, the circle, the boll, the top (or sugar- 
loaf). The Greek geometers appropriated for the geo¬ 
metrical forms corresponding to the last two of these 
the words atyaXpu and Kwvor, our sphere and cone; and 
they extended the word * cone ’ to mean the oompleta 
figure obtained by producing the straight lines of the 
surface both ways indefinitely. And so algebra would 
seem to have arisen from the sort of easy puzzles in 
regard to numbers which may be made, either in the 
picturesque forms of the Bija-Ganita, with Us maiden 
with the beautiful locks, and its swarms of bees 
amid the fragant blossoms, and the one queen-bee 
left humming around the lotus-flower; or in the more 
prosaic form in which a student has presented to him 
In a modem text-book a problem leading to a simple 
equation. * 

The Greek geometry may be regarded as beginning 
with Plato (B.0.430-847). The notions of geometri¬ 
cal analysts, loci, and the conic sections, are attributed 
to him; and there are in his 4 Dialogues’ many very 
Interesting allusions to mathematical questions, — in 
particular the passage in the 4 Theaetetus' where he 
affirms the incommensurability of the sides of certain 
squares. But the earliest extant writings are those 
of Euclid (B.C, 286). There is hardly any thing in 
mathematics more beautiful than his wondrous fifth 
book; and he has also, in the seventh, eighth, ninth, 
and tenth books, fully and ably developed the first 
principles of the theory of numbers, including the 
theory of incommensurable*. We have next Apol¬ 
lonius (about B.O* 247) and Archimedes (B.C. 287- 
212), both geometers of the highest merit, and the 
latter of them the founder of the science of statics 

m 

1 AddrtM of Professor Ca ro.it before the British sssootstlon* 
Concluded from No. 86. 


(including therein hydrostatics). Bis dictum about 
the lever, his ‘ EC/wpca,’ and the story of the defence 
of Syracuse, are well known. Following these we 
have a worthy series of names, including the astrono¬ 
mers Hipparchus (B.C. 160) and Ptolemy (A.t>. 125), 
and ending, say, with Pappus (A.D. 400), but con¬ 
tinued by their Arabian commentators, and the Ital¬ 
ian and other European geometers of the sixteenth 
century and later, who pursued the Greek geometry. 1 

The Greek arithmetic was, from the want of a 
proper notation, singularly cumbrous and difficult; 
and It was, for astronomical purposes, superseded by 
the sexagesimal arithmetic, attributed to Ptolemy, 
but probably known before his time. The use of 
the present so-called Arabic figures became general 
among Arabian writers on arithmetic and astronomy 
about the middle of the tenth century, but it was 
not Introduced into Europe until about two centuries 
later. Algebra, among the Greeks, is represented 
almost exclusively by the treatise of Diophantus 
(A.D. 160), — in fact, a work on the theory of num¬ 
bers, containing questions relating to square and 
cube numbers, and other properties of numbers, with 
their solutions. This has no historical connection 
with the later algebra Introduced into Italy from the 
east by Leonard! Botiaccl of Pisa (A.D. 1202-1208), 
and successfully cultivated in the fifteenth and six¬ 
teenth centuries by Lucas Paclolus, or de Burgo, 
TartagUa, Cardan, and Ferrari. Later on, we have 
Vieta (1540-1603), Harriot, already referred to, Wal¬ 
lis, and others. 

Astronomy is, of course, intimately connected with 
geometry. The most simple facts of observation of 
the heavenly bodies can only be Hated in geometri¬ 
cal language; for instance, that the stars describe 
circles about the Pole-star, or that the different posi¬ 
tions of the sun among the fixed stars in the course 
of the year form a circle. For astronomical calcula¬ 
tions it was found necessary to determine the arc 
of a circle by means of its chord. The notion is as 
old as Hipparchus, a work of whom is referred to as 
consisting of twelve books on the chords of iircular 
arcs. We have (A.D. 125) Ptolemy’s 4 Almagest,’ 
the first book of which contains a table of arcs and 
chords, with "the method of construction; and among 
other theorems on the subject, he gives there the 
theorem, afterwards inserted in Euclid (book vi. 
prop, D), relating to the rectangle contained by the 
diagonals of a quadrilateral inscribed in a circle. The 
Arabians made the improvement of using, in place of 
the chord of an arc, the sine, or half chord of double * 4 
the arc, and so brought the theory into the form In 
which U is used in modem trigonometry. The before- 
mentioned theorem of Ptolemy, — or, rather, a par¬ 
ticular case of it, translated into the notation of 
sines, gives the expression for the sine of the sum 
of two arcs In terms of the sines and cosines of the 
component arcs, and it is thus the fundamental 
theorem on the subject. We have in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries a series of mathematicians* 
who, with wonderful enthusiasm and perseverance, 
calculated tables of the trigonometrical or circu¬ 
lar functions,—Purbacb, Mfiller or Regiomontanus, 
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Copernicus, Reinhold, Maurolycus, Vieta, and many 
others. The tabulations of the functions tangent 
and secant are due to Reinhold and Maurolycus re¬ 
spectively. 

Logarithms were invented, not exclusively with 
reference to the calculation of trigonometrical tables* 
but in order to facilitate numerical calculations gen¬ 
erally. The invention Is due to John Napier of Mer- 
chlston, who died in, 1018, at sixty-seven years of age. 
The notion was based upon refined mathematical rea¬ 
soning on the comparison of the spaces described by 
two points ; the one moving with a uniform velocity, 
the other with a velocity varying according to a given 
law. It is to be observed that Napier’s logarithms 
were nearly, but not exactly, those which are now 
called, sometimes Napierian, but more usually hy¬ 
perbolic logarithms, those to the base e; and that 
the change to the base 10 (tbe great step by which 
the invention was perfected for the object in view) 
was indicated by Napier, but actually made by Henry 
Briggs, afterwards Savllian professor at Oxford (d. 
1080). But It Is the hyperbolic logarithm which is 
mathematically important. The direct function e®, 
or exp. x, which has for its inverse the hyperbolic log¬ 
arithm, presented itself, but not in a prominent way. 
Tables were calculated of the logarithms of numbers, 
and of those of the trigonometrical functions. 

The circular function and the logarithm were thus 
invented each fora practical purpose, separately, and 
without any proper connection with each other. The 
functions are connected through the theory of ira- 
aglnarles, and form together a group of the utmost 
importance throughout mathematics: but this is math¬ 
ematical theory ; the obligation of mathematics is for 
the discovery of the functions. 

Forms of spirals presented themselves in Greek 
/ architecture, and the curves were considered mathe¬ 
matically by Archimedes. The Greek geometers In¬ 
vented some other curves more or less interesting, 
but recondite enough In their origin. A curve which 
might have presented Itself to anybody, that described 
by a point in the circumference of a rolling carriage- 
wheel, was first noticed by Merserme in 1015, and is 
the curve afterwards considered by Roberval, Pascal, 
and others, under the name pf the roulette, other¬ 
wise the cycloid. Pascal (1623-62) wrote, at the ago 
of seventeen, hts * Essais pour les conlques 9 in seven 
short pages, full of new views on these curves, and 
in which he gives, in a paragraph of eight lines, his 
theory of the inscribed hexagon. 

Kepler (1571-1630), by hi* empirical determination 
of the law$ of planetary motion* brought into con¬ 
nection with astronomy one of the forms of conic, 
the ellipse, and established a foundation for the theo¬ 
ry of gravitation. Contemporary with him for most 
of his life, we have Galileo (1364-4042), the founder 
of the science of dynamics; and closely following 
upon Galileo, we have Isaac Newton (1643-1727). 
The 'Philosophise natpralls principle mathematical 
known as the ‘ Principle,’ was first published In 1687. 

The physical, statical, or dynamical questions 
which presented themselves before the publication 
of the ‘Principle’ were of no particular mathemati¬ 


cal difficulty; but It is quite oil erwise witb the crowd 
of interesting questions arising out of the theory of 
gravitation, and which, in becoming the subject of 
mathematical* Investigation, have contributed very 
much to the advance of mathematics. We have the 
problem of two bodies, or,, what is the same thing, 
that of the motion of a particle about a fixed centre 
of force, for any law of force; we have also the 
problem (mathematically very interesting) of the 
motion of a body attracted to two or more fixed cen¬ 
tres of force ; then, next preceding that of the actual 
solar system, the problem of three bodies. This has 
overseen and is far beyond the power of mathemat¬ 
ics ; and it is in the lunar and planetary theories re¬ 
placed by what Is mathematically a different problem, 
— that of the motion of a body under the action of a 
principal central force and a disturbing force,—or, in 
one mode of treatment, by the problem of disturbed 
elliptic motion. I would remark that we have here 
an instance in which an astronomical fact, the ob¬ 
served slow variation of the orbit of a planet, has 
directly suggested a mathematical method, applied to 
other dynamical problems, and which is the basis of 
very extensive modem investigations in regard to 
systems of differential equations. Agatu: immedi¬ 
ately arising out of the theory of gravitation, we have 
the problem of finding the attraction of a solid body of 
any given form upon a particle, solved by Newton In 
tbe case of a homogeneous sphere, but which Is far 
more difficult In the next succeeding cases of the 
spheroid of revolution (very ably treated by Maclau- 
rin), and of tbe ellipsoid of three unequal axes. There 
is, perhaps, no problem of mathematics which has 
been treated by so great a variety of methods, or has 
given rise to so much interesting investigation, as 
this last problem of the attraction of an ellipsoid 
upon an interior or exterior point. It was a dynam¬ 
ical problem, that of vibrating strings, by which 
Lagrqnge was led to the theory of the representation 
of a function as the sum of a series of multiple sines 
and cosines ; and connected with this we have the 
expansions in terras of Legendre’s functions Pn, sug¬ 
gested to him by the question, just referred to, of the 
attraction of an ellipsoid. The subsequent investiga¬ 
tions of Laplace, on the attractions of bodies differing 
slightly from the sphere, led to the functions of two 
variable* called Laplace’s functions. I have been 
speaking of ellipsoids ; but tho general theory is that 
of attraction*, which has become a very wide branch 
of modern mathematics. Associated with it, we have 
in particular the names of Gauss, Lejeune-Dlricblet, 
and Green ; and I must not omit to mention that 
the theory is now one relating to n-dimensiohal 
space. Another great problem of celestial mechan¬ 
ics, that of the motion of tho earth about its centre 
of gravity (in tbe most simple case, that of a body 
not acted upon by any forces), is a very interesting 
one in the mathematical point of view. 

I may mention a few other instances where a prac¬ 
tical or physical question has connected itself with 
the development of mathematical theory. I have 
spoken of two map projections,—the stereographic, 
dating from Ptolemy; and Mercator’s projection, in- 
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vented by Edward Wright about the year 1600. Each 
of these, as a particular case of the ortbomorphic pro¬ 
jection, belongs to the theory of the geometrical rep¬ 
resentation of an Imaginary variable. I have spoken 
also of perspective, and (in an omitted paragraph) of 
the representation of solid figures employed In 
Mongers descriptive geometry, Monge, it is well 
known, is the author of the geometrical theory of the 
curvature of surfaces, and of curves of curvature. He 
was led to this theory by a problem of earthwork, — 
from a given area, covered with earth of uniform 
thiekness, to carry the earth and ellstrlbute it over an 
equal given area with the least amount of cartage. 
For the solution of the corresponding problem in 
solftl geometry, he had to consider the intersecting 
normals of a surface, and so arrived at the curves of 
curvature (see his * Mdmolre sur lea ddblais et les 
remblals,’ M&m* de Vacad 1781). The normals of a 
surface are, again, a particular case of a doubly infi¬ 
nite system of lines, and are so connected with the 
modern theories of congruences and complexes. 

The undulatory theory of light led to Fresnel’s 
wave-surface, — & surface of the fourth order, by far 
the most interesting one which had then presented It¬ 
self. A geometrical property of this surface, that of 
having tangent planes, each touching it along a plane 
curve (in fact, a circle), gave to Sir W. K. Hamilton 
the theory of conical refraction. The wave-surface 
Is now regarded in geometry as a particular case of 
Ku miner's quarticsurface, with sixteen conical points 
and sixteen singular tangent planes. 

My Imperfect acquaintance, as well with the mathe¬ 
matics as the physics, prevents me from speaking of 
the benefits which the theory of partial differential 
equations has received from the bydrodynamieal the¬ 
ory of vortex motion, and from the great physical 
theories of electricity, magnetism, and energy. 

Tt Is difficult to give an idea of the vast extent of 
modem mathematics. This word * extent ’ Is not the 
right one: I mean extent crowded with beautiful de¬ 
tail, — not an extent of mere uniformity, such as an 
objectless plain, but of a tract of beautiful country 
seen at first In the distance, but which will bear to 
be rambled through, and studied In every detail of 
hillside and valley, stream, rock, wood, and flower. 
But as for any thing else, so for a mathematical the¬ 
ory,—beauty can be perceived, but not explained. 
As for mere extent, 1 might illustrate this by speak¬ 
ing of the dates at which some of tjio great ex¬ 
tensions have been made in several branches of 
mathematical science. 

And, in fact, in the address as written, I speak at 
considerable length of the extensions In geometry 
since the time of Descartes, and in other specified 
subjects since the commencement of the century. 
These subjects are the general theory of the function 
of an imaginary variable; the leading known func¬ 
tions, viz., the elliptic and single theta-functions and 
the Abelian and multiple theta-functions; the theory 
of equations and the theory of numbers. I refer also 
to some theories outside of ordinary mathematics, — 
the multiple algebra, or linear associative algebra, of 
the late Benjamin Peirce; the theory of Argand, War¬ 


ren, and Peacock, in regard to imaglnaries in plane 
geometry; Sir W. R. Hamilton’s quaternions; Clif¬ 
ford’s biquaternions; the theories developed In Grass- 
man n’s ‘ Ausdehnungslehrc,’ with recent extensions 
thereof to non-Euclidian space by Mr. Homersham 
Cox; also Boole’s ‘Mathematical logic,’ and a work 
connected with logic, but primarily mathematical and 
of the highest importance, Shubert’s 1 AbzRhlende 
geometric ’ (1878). I remark that*all this in regard to 
theories outside of ordinary mathematics Is still on 
the text of the vast extent of modern mathematics. 

In conclusion, I would say that mathematics have 
steadily advanced from the time of the Greek geome¬ 
ters. Nothing is lost or wasted. The achievements 
of Euclid, Archimedes, and Apollonius, are as admir¬ 
able now as they were in their own days, Descartes’ 
method of co-ordinates is a possession forever. But 
mathematics has never been cultivated more zealous¬ 
ly and diligently, or with greater success, than In 
this century, — in the last half of it, or at the present 
time. The advances made have been enormous. The 
actual field is boundless, the future full of hope. In 
regard to pure mathematics we may most confidently 
say,— 

** Yet X doubt not through the age* one increasing purpose runs, 

And the thought* of men are widened with the process of tbs 
suns.” 

THE ENDOWMENT OF BIOLOGICAL 
RESEARCH.' 

It has become the custom for the presidents of the 
various sections of this association to open the pro¬ 
ceedings of the departments with the chairmanship 
of which they are charged by formal addresses. In 
reflecting on the topics which it might be desirable 
for mo to bring under your notice, as your president, 
on the present occasion, it lias occurred to me that I 
might use this opportunity most fitly by departing 
somewhat from the prevailing custom of reviewing 
the progress of science in some special direction dur¬ 
ing the past year, and that, instead of placing before 
you a summary of the results recently obtained by 
the investigations of biologists In this or that line of 
inquiry, I plight ask your attention, and that of the 
external public (who are wont to give some kindly 
consideration to the opinions expressed on these oc¬ 
casions) to a matter which is even more directly con¬ 
nected with the avowed object of our association; 
namely , 4 the advancement of science.’ I propose to 
place before you a few observations upon the pro¬ 
vision which exists in this country for the advance¬ 
ment of that branch of science to which section D 
is dedicated; namely, biology. 

I am aware that U Is usual for those who speak of 
men of science and their pursuits to ignore altogether 
such sordid topics as the one which I have chosen to 
bring forward. A certain pride, on the one hand, and 
a willing acquiescence, on the other hand, usually 
prevent those who are professionally concerned with 

* An address to the biological section of the British aeeoota* 
tlon. By Prof. E. Bay Lankestsr, If-A., FX.8., presi¬ 

dent of the section. From advance copy kindly furnished by 
the editor of tfatur*. 
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scientific pursuits from exposing to the public the 
pecuniary destitution, and the consequent crippling 
and languor, of scientific research in this country. 
Those Englishmen who take an interest in the prog¬ 
ress of science are apt to suppose, that, in some way 
which they have never clearly understood, the pur¬ 
suit of scientific truth is not only its own reward, but 
also a sufficient source of food, drink, and clothing. 
Whilst they are interested and amused by tho re¬ 
markable discoveries of scientific men, they are 
astonished whenever a proposal is mentioned to 
assign salaries to a few such persons, sufficient to 
enable them to live decently whilst devoting their 
time and strength to investigation. The public arc 
becoming more and more auxlous to have tho opinion 
or report of scientific men upon matters of commer¬ 
cial importance, or in relation to the public health; 
and yet, in nInly-nine cases out of a hundred, they 
expect to have that opinion for the asking, although 
accustomed to pay other professional men handsomely 
for similar service. There Is, it appears, in the pub¬ 
lic mind, a vague belief that men who occupy their 
time with the endeavor to add to knowledge in this 
or that branch of science are mysteriously supported 
by the state exchequer, and are thus fair game for 
attacking with all sorts of demands for gratuitous 
service; or, on the other hand, the notion at work 
appears sometimes to be, that the making of new 
knowledge — in fact, scientific discovery—is an 
agreeable pastime, in which some ingenious gentle¬ 
men, whose business in other directions takes up 
their best hours, find relaxation after dinner or on 
the spare hours of Sunday. Such mistaken views 
ought to be dispelled with all possible celerity and 
determination. It Is in part owing to the fact that 
the real state of the case Is not widely and persist¬ 
ently made known to the public, that no attempt is 
made in this country to raise scientific research, and 
especially biological research, from the condition of 
destitution and neglect under which it suffers, — a 
condition which is far below that of these same inter¬ 
ests in France and Germany, and even in Holland, 
Belgium, Italy, and Russia, and is discreditable to 
England in proportion as she is richer than other 
states. 

It appears to me, that, in placing this matter before 
you, I may remove myself from any suggestion of 
self-interest by at once stating that the great defect 
to which I shall draw your attention is, not that the 
few existing public positions which are open in this 
country to men who intend to devote their chief en¬ 
ergies to biological research are endowed with insuffi¬ 
cient salaries, but that there is not any thing like a 
wjftcimtly large number of thoso posts, and that there 
is in that respect, from a national point of view, a 
pecuniary starvation of biology, a withholding of 
money, which (to use another metaphor) is no less 
the sinews of the war of science against ignorance 
than of other less glorious campaigns. Surely, men 
engaged in the scientific profession may advocate the 
claim of science to maintenance and needful pecun¬ 
iary provision. It seems to me that we should, If 
necessary, swallow, rather than be controlled by, that 


pride which tempts us to paint the scientific career as 
one far above and independent of pecuniary consid¬ 
erations; whereas all the while we know that knowl¬ 
edge is languishing, that ablemen are drawn off from 
scientific research into other careers, that important 
discoveries are approached and their final grasp relin¬ 
quished, that great men depart, and leave no disciples 
or successors, simply for want of that which is largely 
given in other countries, — of that which is most 
abundant In this country, and is so lavishly expended 
on armies and navies, on the development of commer¬ 
cial resources, on aiiundred injurious or meaningless 
charities, — viz., money. 

I have no doubt that I have the sympathy of all 
my hearers in wishing for more extensive provision 
In this country for the prosecution of scientific re¬ 
search, and especially of biological research. I need 
hardly remind this audience of the almost romantic 
history of some of the great discoveries which have 
been made in reference to the nature and history of 
living things during the past century. The micro¬ 
scope, which was a drawing-room toy a hundred years 
ago, has, in the hands of devoted and gifted students 
of nature, been the means of giving us knowledge 
which, on the one hand, has saved thousands of 
surgical patients from terrible pain and death, and, 
on the other hand, has laid the foundation of that 
now philosophy with which the name of Darwin will 
forever be associated. When Khrcnberg, and, later, 
Dujardin, described and figured the various forms 
of Monas, Vibrio, Spirillum, and Bacterium, which 
their microscopes revealed to them, no one could 
predict that fifty years later these organisms would 
be recognized as the cause of that dangerous suppu¬ 
ration of wounds which so often defeated the benefi¬ 
cent efforts of the surgeon, and made an oporallon 
in a hospital-ward as dangerous to the patient as 
residence in a pi ague* stricken city. Tet this is the 
result which the assiduous studies of the biologists, 
provided with laboratories and maintenance by con¬ 
tinental states, have in due time brought to light, 
Theodore Schwann, professor at I/i£gc, first showed 
that these bacteria are the cause of the putrefaction 
of organic substances; and subsequently, the French 
chemist Pasteur, professor In the Nicole normale of 
Paris, confirmed and extended Schwann’s dbcovery, 
so at to establish the belief that ail putrefactive 
changes are due to such minute organisms, and that, 
if these organism® can be kept at bay, no putrefaction 
can occur in any given substance. 

it was reserved for our countryman, Joseph Lister, 
to apply this result'to the treatment of wounds, and, 
by Ufs famous antiseptic method, to destroy by means 
of special poisons the putrefactive organisms which 
necessarily find their way into the neighborhood of 
a Wound, or of the surgeon’s knife and dressings, 
and to ward off by similar means the access of such 
organisms to tlm wounded surface. The amount of 
death, not to speak of the suffering short of death, 
which the knowledge of bacteria gained by the mi¬ 
croscope has thus averted, is incalculable. 

Tet, further, the discoveries of Ehrenberg, Schwann, 
and Pasteur, are bearing fruit of a similar kind in 
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other directions. It seems in the highest degree 
probable that the terrible scourge known as tubercu¬ 
lar consumption, or phthisis, is due to a parasitic bac¬ 
terium (Bacillus) discovered two years since by Itoch 
of Berlin as the Immediate result of investigations 
which he was commissioned to carry on at the public 
expense, in the specially erected laboratory of public 
health, by the German imperial government. The 
diseases known as erysipelas and glanders (or farcy) 
have similarly, within the past few months in Ger¬ 
man state-supported laboratories, been shown to be 
due to the attacks of special kityls of bacteria. At 
present this knowledge has not led to a successful 
method of combating those diseases, but we can 
hardly doubt that it will ultimately do so. We are 
warranted in this belief by the fact that the disease 
known as ‘splenic fever 9 In cattle, and ‘malignant 
pustule/ or anthrax, In man, has likewise been shown 
to he due to the action of a special kind of bacterium, 
and that this knowledge has, in the hands of MM. 
Toussalnt and Pasteur, led to a treatment, in relation 
to this disease, similar to that of vaccination in rela¬ 
tion to small-pox. By cultivation a modified growth 
of the anthrax parasite Is obtained, which is then 
used in order to inoculate cattle and sheep with a 
mild form of the disease, such inoculation having the 
result of rendering the cattle and sheep free from 
the attacks of the severe form of disease, just as vac¬ 
cination or Innoculation with cow-pox protects man 
from the attack of the deadly small-pox. One other 
case I may call to mind, in which knowledge of the 
presence of bacteria as the cause of disease has led 
to successful curative treatment. A mot uncommon 
affliction is inflammation of the bladder, accompanied 
by ammonlacal decomposition of the urine. Micro¬ 
scopical Investigation has shown that this ammonia- 
cal decomposition is entirely due to the activity of a 
bacterium. Fortunately, this bacterium is at once 
killed by weak solutions of quinine, which can be 
Injected into the bladder without causing any injury 
or irritation. This example appears to have great 
importance; because it is the fact that many kinds of 
bacteria are not killed by solutions of quinine, but 
require other and much more irritant poisons to d€K 
stroy their life, which could not be injected into the 
bladder without causing disastrous effects. Since 
some bacteria are killed by one poison, and some by 
another, it becomes a matter of the keenest interest 
to And out all such poisons; and possibly among them 
may be some which can be applied so as to kill the 
bacteria which produce phthisis, erysipelas, glanders, 
anthrax, and other scourges of humanity, whilst not 
acting injuriously upon the body of the victim in 
which those infinitesimal parasites are doing their 
deadly work. In such ways as this, biology has turned 
the toy * magnifying-glass ’ of the last century into a 
saver of life and health* 

No less has the same agency revolutionized the 
thoughts of men In every branch of philosophy and 
speculation. The knowledge of the growth of the 
chick from the egg, and of other organisms from 
similarly constituted beginnings, has been slowly and 
continuously gained by prodigious labor, extending 


over generation after generation of students who 
have occupied the laboratories, and lived on the sti¬ 
pends, provided by the governments of European 
states, — not English, but chiefly German. It is this 
history of the development of the individual animal 
and plant from a simple homogeneous beginning to a 
complex heterogeneous adult, which has furnished 
the starting-point for the wide-reaching doctrine of 
evolution. It is this knowledge, coupled with the 
knowledge of the myriad details of structure of ali 
kinds of animals and plants, which the faithful occu¬ 
pants of laboratories, and the guardians of biological 
collections, have, in the past hundred years, labori¬ 
ously searched out) and recorded. It is this which 
enabled Darwin to propound, to test, and to firmly 
establish his theory of the origin of species by natu¬ 
ral selection, and finally to bring the origin, develop¬ 
ment, and progress of man also Into the area of 
physical science. I have said enough, in referring 
only to two very diverse examples of the far-reaching 
consequences flowing from the discoveries of single- 
minded investigators in biological science, to remind 
my hearers that in the domain of biology, as in other 
sciences, the results attained by those who have 
labored simply to extend our knowledge of the struc¬ 
ture and properties of living things, in the faith that 
every increase of knowledge will ultimately bring its 
blessing to humanity, have, in fact, led with astonish¬ 
ing rapidity to conclusions affecting most profoundly 
both the bodily and the mental welfare of the com¬ 
munity. 

We who know the beneficent results which must 
flow more and more from the labors of those who 
are able to create new knowledge of living things, 
or, in other words, are able to aid in the growth of 
biological science, must feel something more than 
regret, — even indignation. — that England should do 
so small a proportion of the laborious investigation 
which is necessary, and is being carried on for our 
profit by other nationalities. It must not he sup¬ 
posed, because we have had our Harvey and our 
Darwin, qur Hunter and our Lister, that therefore 
we have done, and are doing, all that is needful In 
the increase of biological science. Tho position of 
this country in relation to the progress of science is 
not to be decided by the citation of great names. 

We require to look more fully into the matter than 
this, The question is, not whether England has pro¬ 
duced some great discoverers, or as many as any other 
nationality, but whether we might not, with advan¬ 
tage to our own community and that of the civilized 
world generally, do far more in the field of scientific 
investigation than we do. 

It may be laid down as a general proposition, to 
which I know of no important exception, that scien¬ 
tific discovery has only been made by one of two 
classes of men; namely, (l) those whose time could 
be devoted to U in virtue of their possessing Inherited 
fortunes; (2) those whose time could be devoted to 
it in virtue of their possessing a stipend or endow¬ 
ment especially assigned to them for that purpose. 

Now, It is a very remarkable fact that in England, 
far more than in any other country, the possessors of 
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private fortunes hare devoted themselves to scien¬ 
tific investigation. Not only have we, in all parts of 
the country, numerous dileUanti r l who, especially in 
various branches of biology, do valuable work in con¬ 
tinually adding to knowledge, quietly pursuing their 
favorite study without seeking to reach to any great 
eminence, but it is the fact that many of the greatest 
names of English discoverers in science are those of 
men who held no professional position designed to 
maintain an investigator, but owed their opportunity 
simply to the fact that they enjoyed a more or less 
ample income by inheritance. Thus, Harvey pos¬ 
sessed a private fortune, Darwin also, and Dyell. 
Such, also, is true of some of the English naturalists, 
who more recently have most successfully devoted 
their energies to research. Those who wish to de¬ 
fend tho present neglect of the government and of 
public institutions to provide means for the carrying 
on of scientific resoarch in this country are accus¬ 
tomed to declare as a justification for this neglect, 
that wo do very well without such provision, inas¬ 
much as the cultivation of science here flourishes in 
the hands of those who are in a position of pecuniary 
independence. The reply to this Is obvious. If those 
few of our countrymen who by accident are placed 
in an independent position show such ability in the 
prosecution of scientific, research, how much more 
would be effected in the same direction, were the 
machinerylprovided to enable those also who are not 
accidentally favored by fortune to enter upon the 
same kind of work! The number of wealthy men 
who have distinguished themselves in scientific re¬ 
search In England Is simply evidence that there is a 
natural ability and liking for such work in the Eng¬ 
lish character, and Is a distinct encouragement to 
those who have It in their power to do so, to offer the 
opportunity of devoting themselves to research to a 
larger number of the members of the community. 
It is impossible to doubt that there are hundreds of 
men amongst us who have as great capacity for scien¬ 
tific discovery as those whom fortune has favored 
with leisure and opportunity. It cannot he doubted, 
that, were tho means provided to enable even a pro¬ 
portion of such men to give themselves up to scientific 
Investigation, great discoveries, of no less importance 
to the world than those relative to the causes of dis¬ 
ease, and the development of living things from the 
egg,—which I have cited, — would be made as a direct 
consequence of their activity; whereas now we must 
wait until, in due course of time, these discoveries 
shall be made for us In the laboratories of Germany, 
France, or Russia. 

It should further be pointed out, that it is altogeth¬ 
er a mistake to suppose that the existence amongst 
tut of a few very eminent men is any evidence that 
we are contributing largely to the hard work of care¬ 
ful study and observation, which really forms the 
material upon which the conclusions of eminent dis¬ 
coverers are based. Ton will find in every depart- 

> I use tbW ward in I to best and truest sense, and would refer 
tho#* who have been accustomed to associate with It some im¬ 
plication of contempt to the wise and appreciative remarks of 
Goethe on 1 dilettanti.' 


ment of biological knowledge, that the hard work of 
investigation Is being carried on by the well-trained 
army of German observers. Whether you ask the 
zodiogist, the botanist, the physiologist, or the an¬ 
thropologist, you will get the same answer: it is to 
German sources that he looks for new information; 
it is in German workshops that discoveries, each 
small in itself, but gradually leading up to great con¬ 
clusions, are daily being made. To a very large ex¬ 
tent, the business of those who are occupied with 
teaching or applying biological science in this coun¬ 
try consists in makftig known what has been done in 
Germ&n laboratories. Our English students flock to 
Germany to learn the methods of scientific research; 
and to such a state of weakness is English science re¬ 
duced, for want of proper nurture and support, that, 
even on some of the rare occasions when a capable 
Investigator of biological problems has been required 
for the public service, It has been necessary to obtain 
the assistance of a foreigner trained in the laborato¬ 
ries of Germany. 

Lot me now briefly explain what are the arrange¬ 
ments, in number and in kind, which exist In other 
countries, for the purpose of promoting the advance¬ 
ment of biological science, which are wanting in this 
country. 

In the German empire, with a population of 45,- 
000,000, there are twenty-one universities. These 
universities are very different from any thing which 
goes by the name in this country. Amongst its other 
arrangements, devoted to the study and teaching of 
all branches of learning and science, each university 
has five institutes, or establishments, devoted to the 
prosecution of researches in biological science. These 
are respectively the physiological, the zoological, the 
anatomical, the pathological, and the botanical. In 
one of these universities of average size, each of the 
institutes named consists of a spacious building con¬ 
taining many rooms fitted as workshops, provided 
with instruments, a museum, and, in the last in¬ 
stance, with an experimental garden. All this Is 
provided and maintained by the state. At the head 
of each institute is the university professor respec¬ 
tively of physiology, of zoology, of anatomy, of pa¬ 
thology, or of botany. He is paid a stipend by the 
state, which, in the smallest university, is as low as 
£120, but may be in others as much as £700, and 
averages, say, £400 a year. Considering the relative 
expenditure of the professional classes in the two 
countries, this average may be taken as equal to £800 
a year in England. 1 Besides the professor, each in¬ 
stitute has attached to it, with salaries paid by the 
state, two qualified assistants, who, in course of time, 
will succeed to independent positions. A liberal al¬ 
lowance it also made to each institute, by the state, 
for the purchase of instruments, material for study, 
and for the pay of servants; so that the total expendi¬ 
ture on professor, assistants, laboratory service, and 

1 From the fact that tho salaries of Judaea, civil nernnti, mil. 
Itaryaod naval officers, paraona, and schoolmasters, a» also the 
fee# of physician* and lawyers, ore in Germany oven less than 
half what Is paid to their representatives In England, 1 think that 
we are Justified let making this estimate. 
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maintenance, averages £800 a year for each institute, 
reaching ns much as £2,000 or £3,000 a year in the 
larger universities. It is the business of the pro¬ 
fessor, in conjunction with his assistants and the 
advanced students, who are admitted to work in the 
laboratories free of charge, to carry on in vestige 
tjons, to create new knowledge In the several domains 
of physiology, jcodlogy, anatomy, pathology, and bot¬ 
any. It is for this that the professor receives his sti¬ 
pend, and it is on his success in this field of labor 
that his promotion to a more Important or better 
paid post in another university depends, In addition 
to and irrespective of this part of his duties, each 
professor is charged with the delivery of courses of 
lectures, and of elementary instruction to the general 
students of the university; and for this he Is allowed 
to charge a certain fee to each student, which he re¬ 
ceives himself. The total of such fees may, in the 
case of a largely attended university and a popular 
subject, form a very important addition to tbe profes¬ 
sorial Income; but it is distinctly to be understood 
that such payment by fees is only an addition to the 
professor's income, quite independent of his stipend, 
and of li(s regular occupation in the laboratory: it is 
paid from a separate source, and for a separate object. 
There are thus in the German empire more than 100 
such institutes devoted to Urn prosecution of biologi¬ 
cal discovery, carried on at an annual cost to the state 
of about £80,000, equal to about .€160,000 in Eng¬ 
land, providing posts of graduated value for 300 inves¬ 
tigators, some of small value, sufficient to carry the 
young student through the earlier portion of his ca¬ 
reer, whilst he is being trained and acting as the as¬ 
sistant of more experienced men; others forming the 
sufficient but not too valuable prizes which are the 
rewards of continuous and successful labor. 

In addition to these university institutes, there are 
in Germany such special laboratories pf research, 
with duly salaried staff of Investigators, as the Im¬ 
perial sanitary institute of Berlin, and the large 
museums of Berlin, Bremen, and other large towns, 
corresponding to our own British museum of natural 
history. 

Moreover, we must be careful to note, in making s 
any comparison with the arrangements existing in 
England, that there are, In addition to the universi¬ 
ties in Germany, a number of other educational in¬ 
stitutions, at least equal in number, which are known 
as polytechnic schools, technical colieges, and agri¬ 
cultural colleges. These furnish posts of emolument 
to a limited number of biological students, who give 
courses of instruction to their pupils; but they have 
not the same arrangements for research as the uni¬ 
versities, and are closely similar to those colleges 
which have been founded of late years in the pro¬ 
vincial towns of England, such as Bristol, Notting¬ 
ham, and Leeds. The latter are sometimes quoted by 
Bangulne persons, who are satisfied with the neglect¬ 
ed condition of scientific training and research in 
this country, as really sufficient and adequate repre¬ 
sentatives of the German universities. As a matter 
of fact, the excellent English cpll^ges in question do 
not present any thing at all comparable to the ar¬ 


rangements of a German university, and are, in re¬ 
spect of the amount of money which is expended 
upon them, the number of their teaebing staff, and 
the efficiency of their laboratories, inferior not merely 
to the smallest German unlversily, but inferior* to 
many of the technical schools of that country. 

Passing from Germany, I would now ask your at¬ 
tention for a moment to an Institution which is sup¬ 
ported by the French government, and which —quite 
irrespective of ihe French university system, which 
is not, on the whole, superior to our own — constitutes 
one of the most effective arrangements. In any Euro¬ 
pean state, for the production of new knowledge. 
The institution to which I allude Is the Coltege do 
France in Paris, — co-exlsting there with the Sor- 
bonne, the ficole <le mddecine, the Ecole normale, 
tbe Jardin des pl&htes, and other state-supported in¬ 
stitutions, — in which opportunity is provided for 
those Frenchmen who have the requisite talent to 
pursue scientific discovery in the department of biol¬ 
ogy, and in other branches of science, I particular¬ 
ly mention the College de France, because it appears 
to me that the foundation of such a college in Lon¬ 
don would be one of the simplest and most direct 
steps that could be taken towards filling, in some de¬ 
gree, the void from which English science suffers. 
The College de France is divided into a literary and 
a scientific faculty. Each faculty consists of some 
twenty professors. Each professor In the scientific 
faculty is provided with a laboratory and assistants (as 
many as four assistants in some cases), and with a 
considerable allowance for the expenses of the instru¬ 
ments and materials required in research. The per¬ 
sonal stipend of each professor Is £400, which has 
been increased by an additional £100 a year in some 
cases from the government department charged'with 
the promotion of higher studies. The professors In 
this institution, as in the German universities, when 
a vacancy occurs, have the right of nominating their 
future colleague, their recommendation being accept¬ 
ed by the government. The professors are not ex¬ 
pected to give any elementary instruction, but are 
directed to carry on original investigations, in prose¬ 
cuting which, they may associate with themselves 
pupils who are sufficiently advanced to join In such 
work; and it is further the duty ot each professor to 
give a course of forty lectures in each year, upon the 
results of the researches in which ho is engaged. 
There are at present, among tbe professors of the Col¬ 
lege de France, four of the most distinguished among 
contemporary students of biologies! science,—Pro¬ 
fessor Brown-Sequard, Professor Marey, Professor 
Balbiaui, and Professor Rauvler. Every one who is 
acquainted with the progress of discovery in physi¬ 
ology, minute anatomy, and embryology, will admit 
that the opportunities afforded to these men have not 
been wasted. They have, as the result of the posi¬ 
tion in which they have been placed, produced abun¬ 
dant and most valuable work, and have, in addition, 
trained younger men to carry on the same Hue of ac¬ 
tivity. It was here, too, in the College de France, that 
the great genius of Claude Bernard found the neces¬ 
sary conditions for its development, 
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Let us now see how maqy and what kind of insti¬ 
tutions there are iu England devised so as to promote 
the making of new knowledge in biological science. 
Most persons are apt to be deceived in this matter 
by the fact that the terms '* university, 1 * professor¬ 
ship/ and * college 1 are used very freely in England 
In reference to Institutions which have no pecuniary 
resources whatever, and which, instead of corre¬ 
sponding to the German arrangements which go by 
these names, are empty titles, neither backed by 
adequate subsidy of the state nor by endowment 
from private sources. 

In England, with its 23,000,000 inhabitants, there 
are only four universities which possess endowments 
and professoriates; viz., Oxford, Cambridge, Dur¬ 
ham, and the Victoria (Owens college). Besides 
these, which are variously and specially organized 
each in its own way, there are the London colleges 
(University and King's), the Normal school of 
science at South Kensington, aud various provincial 
colleges, which are, to a small and varying extent, iu 
possession of funds which could be or are used to 
promote scientific research. Amongst all these 
variously arranged institutions, there is an extraor¬ 
dinarily small amount of provision for biological 
research. In London there is one professorship only, 
that at the Normal school of science, which is main¬ 
tained by a stipend paid by the state, and has a 
laboratory and salaried assistants similarly main¬ 
tained, iu connection with tt. The only other posts 
in London which arc provided with stipends Intended 
to enable their holders to pursue researches in the 
domain of biological science, are the two chairs of 
physiology and of zoology at University college, 
which, through the munificence of a private indi¬ 
vidual, 1 have been endowed to the extent of £300 a 
year each. To these should be added, in our calcu¬ 
lation, certain posts In connection with the British 
museum of natural history and the Koyal gardens 
at Kew, maintained by the state; though it must be 
remembered that a large part of the expenditure 
In those institutions is necessarily taken up In the 
preservation of groat National collections, and is not 
applicable to the subvention of investigators. We 
may, however, reckon about six posts, great and 
small, in the British museum, and four at Kew, as 
coming Into the category which we have in view. 
In London, then, we may reckon approximately some 
fourteen or fifteen subsidized posts for biological 
research. In Oxford there fall under this category 
the professorship of anatomy and his assistant, that 
of physiology, that of zoology, that of botany. The 
Oxford professorships are well supported by endow¬ 
ment, averaging £700 or £800 a year; but they are 
Inadequately provided with assistants, as compared 
with corresponding German positions. Whilst Ox¬ 
ford has thus five posts, Cambridge has at present 
the same' number, though the stipends are of less 
average value. Iu regard to Durham, it does not 
appear that the biological professorships (which have 
their seat in the Newcastle college of science) are 
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supported by stipends derived from endowment: 
they fall under another category, to which allusion 
will be made below, of purely teaching positions, 
supported by the fees paid for such teaching by 
pupils, The Victoria tinlverslty (Owens college, 
Manchester) supports its professors of physiology, 
anatomy, zoology, botany, and pathology, by means 
partly of endowment, partly of pupils* fees. By the 
provision of adequate laboratories, and of salaries 
for assistants to each professor, and of student-fellow¬ 
ships, Owens college gives direct support to orginal 
investjgation. We nfay reckon five major and eight 
minor posts as dedicated to biological research in 
this college. Altogether, then, we have fifteen posi¬ 
tions in London and twenty-three in the provinces 
(taking ass is tan tab ips and professorships and curator- 
ships together), —a total of thirty-eight In all Eng¬ 
land, with its 25,000,000 inhabitants, as against the 
three hundred in Germany, with 45,000,000 Inhabit¬ 
ants. In proportion to its population (leaving aside 
the consideration of its greater wealth), England 
has only about one-fourth of the provision for the 
advancement of biological research which exists in 
Germany. 

It would not be fair to reckon in this comparison 
the various biological professorships in small col¬ 
leges recently created, and paid to a small extent by 
stipends derived from endowments in the provincial 
towns of England: for the holders of these chairs 
are called upon to teach a variety of subjects; for 
instance, zodlogy, botany, and geology combined. 
And not only Is the devotion of the energies of their 
teaching-staff to scientific discovery not contem¬ 
plated in the arrangement of these institutions, but, 
as a matter of fact, the large demands made on the 
professors in the way of teaching must deprive them 
of the time necessary for any serious investigation. 
Such posts, in the fact that neither time, assistants, 
nor proper laboratories are provided tt) enable their 
holders to engage in scientific research, are school- 
masterships rather than professorships, as the word 
is used in German universities. 

One result of the exceedingly small provision of 
positions in England, similar to those furnished by 
the German university system, and of the irregular, 
uncertain character of many of those which do exist, 
is, that there is an insufficient supply of young men 
willing to enter upon the career of zoologist, botan¬ 
ist, physiologist, or pathologist, as a profession. The 
number of posts is too small to cieate a profession, 
i.e., an avenue of success; and consequently, whereas 
in Germany there Is always a large body of new men 
ready to fill up the vacancies as they occur in the 
professorial organization, in England it very natu¬ 
rally does not appear to our university students as 
a reasonable thing to enter upon research as a profes¬ 
sion, when the chances of employment are so few, 
and far between. 

Before stating, as I propose to do, what appears 
to me a reasonable and proper method of removing, 
to some extent, the defect In our national life due to 
the want of provision for scientific research, I will 
endeavor to meet some of the objections which are 
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usually raised to such views as those which I am 
advocating. The endowment of research by the state, 
or from public funds of any kind, is opposed on 
various grounds. One is, that such action on the 
part of the government is well enough In continental 
states, but is contrary to the spirit of English state¬ 
craft, which leaves scientific as well as other enter¬ 
prise to the individual initiative of the people. This 
objection is based on error, both as to fact and theory. 
It is well enough to leave to individual effort the 
conduct of such enterprises as are remunerative to 
the parties who conduct them;*but it is a mistake 
to speak of scientific research as an ‘enterprise’ at 
all. The mistake arises from the extraordinary 
pertinacity with which so-called ‘invention’ is con¬ 
founded with the discovery of scientific truth. New 
knowledge in biological or other branches of science 
cannot be sold: it has no marketable value. Koch 
could not have sold the discovery of the bacterium 
of phthisis for as much as sixpence, had he wished 
to do so. Accordingly, we find that there is not, 
and never has been, any tendency among the citi¬ 
zens of this country to provide for themselves insti¬ 
tutions for the manufacture of an article of so little 
pecuniary value to the individual who turns it out 
as is new knowledge. On the other hand, as a 
matter of fact, the providing of means for the manu¬ 
facture of that article is not only not foreign to 
English statecraft, but is largely, though not largely 
enough, undertaken by the English state. The 
Koy&l observatories, the British muBoura, the Royal 
gardens at Kew, the Geological survey, the govern¬ 
ment grant of £4,000 a year to the Royal society, 
tho £300 or £400 a year (not a large sum) expended 
through the medical officer of the privy council upon 
the experimental investigation of disease, are ample 
evidence that such providing of means for creating 
new knowledge forms part of the natural and recog¬ 
nized responsibilities of the British government. 
Such a responsibility clearly is recognized in this 
country, and does fall, according to the present 
arrangement of things, upon the central government. 
What we have to regret is, that those who temporarily 
hold the reins of government fail to perceive the 
lamentable inadequacy of the mode In which this 
responsibility is met, 

A second objection which is made to the endow¬ 
ment of research by public funds, or by other means, 
such as voluntary contributions, is this: it Is stated 
that men engaged in scientific research ought to teach, 
and thus gain their livelihood. It is argued, in fact, 
that there Js no need whatever to provide stipends or 
laboratories for researchers, since they have only to 
stand up and teach in order to make income sufficient 
to keep them and their families, and to provide them¬ 
selves with laboratories. This is a very plausible 
statement, because it is the fact that some investigat¬ 
ors have also been excellent lecturers, and hftve been 
able to make an income by teaching, whilst carrying 
on a limited amount of scientific investigation.^ But 
neither by teaching in the form of popular lectures, 
nor by teaching university or professional students 
who desire, as a result, to pass some examination* 


test, Is it possible, where there is a fair field and no 
favor, for a man to gain a reasonable income, and at 
the same time to leave himself time and energy to 
carry on original Investigations in science. 

Iu some universities, such as those of Scotland, the 
privilege of conferring degrees of pecuniary value to 
their possessors becomes a source of income to the 
professors of the university. They are, in fact, able 
to make considerable incomes, independently of en¬ 
dowment, by compelling the candidates for degrees to 
pay a fee to each professor in the faculty for the right 
of attending his lectures, and of presentation to the 
degree: consequently teaching here appears to be 
producing an income which may support a researcher. 
In reality, it is the acquisition of the university de¬ 
gree, and not necessarily the teaching, for which the 
pupil pays his fee. Where the teacher is unprotected 
by any compulsory regulations (such as that whidh 
requires attendance on his lectures, and fee-payment 
on the part of the pupils), it is impossible for him to 
obtain such an income, by teaching for one hour a day, 
as will enable him to devote tho rest of the day to 
unremunerative study and investigation, for the fol¬ 
lowing reason. Other teachers, equally satisfactory 
as teachers, will enter Into competition with him, 
without having the same intention of teaching for 
one hour only, and of carrying on researches for the 
rest of the day. They will contemplate teaching for 
six hours a day, and they will accordingly offer to 
those who require to be taught, either six hours' 
teaching for the same fee which the reseavclier 
charges for one, or one hour for a sixth part of that 
fee: consequently the unprotected researcher will 
find Ills lecture-room deserted. Pupils will naturally 
go to the equally good teacher who gives more teach¬ 
ing for the same fee, or the same teaching for a less 
cost. And no one can say that this is not as it should 
be. The university pupil requires a certain course of 
instruction, which he ought to be able to buy at the 
cheapest rate. It does not seem to be doing justice 
to the pupil, to compel him to form one of a class 
consisting of some hundreds of hearers, where he 
can obtain but little personal supervision or attention 
from the teacher, whereas, if he had the free dis¬ 
posal of his fee, he might obtain six times the 
amount of attention from another teacher. This 
arrangement does not seem to be justifiable, even for 
the purpose of providing the university professor 
with an income, and leisure to pursue scientific re¬ 
search. The student’s fee should pay for a given 
amount of teaching at the market value; and he has 
just cause of complaint, if, by compulsory enact¬ 
ments, he is taxed to provide the country with scien¬ 
tific investigation. 

Teaching must, in all fairness, ultimately he paid 
for as teaching; and scientific research must be pro¬ 
vided for out of other funds than those extracted 
from the pockets of needy students, who have a rea¬ 
sonable right to demand, in return for their fees, a 
full modicum of instruction and direction in study. 

In the German universities, the professor receives 
a stipend which provides for him as an investigator. 
He also gives lectures, for which he charges a fee; 
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but no student U compelled to attend those lectures 
as a condition of obtaining bis degree. Accordingly, 
Independent teachers can and do compete with the 
professor in providing for the students’ requirements 
In the matter of instruction. As a consequence, the 
fees charged for teaching are exceedingly small, and 
the student can feel assured that he Is obtaining his 
money’s worth for his money. He is not compelled 
to pay any fee to any teacher as a condition of his 
promotion to the university degree. In a German 
university, if the professor in a given subject is in¬ 
competent, or the class overcrowded, the student can 
take his fee to a private teacher, and get better teach¬ 
ing. All that is required of the candidate, as a con¬ 
dition of his promotion to the doctor’s degree, is that 
he shall satisfy the examination-tests imposed by the 
faculty, and produce an original thesis. 

Unless there be some such compelling influence as 
that obtaining in the Scotch universities, enabling 
the would-be researcher to gather to him pupils and 
fees without fear of competition, it seems impossible 
that he should gain an income by teaching, whilst re¬ 
serving to himself time and energy for the pursuit of 
scientific inquiry, it is thus seen that the necessity 
of endowment, in some form or another, to make 
provision for scientific research, is a reality, in spile 
of the suggestion that teaching affords a means 
whereby the researcher may readily provide for him¬ 
self. The simple fact is, that a teacher can only 
make a sufficient income by teaching, on the con¬ 
dition that ho devotes his whole time and energy to 
that occupation. 

Whilst J feel called upon to emphatically distin¬ 
guish tfie two functions, — viz,, that of creating new? 
knowledge, and that of distributing existing knowledge, 
— and to maintain that it is only by arbitrary and 
undesirable arrangements not likely to be tolerated, 
or, at any rate, extended, at the present day, that the 
latter can be made to serve as the support of the 
former, I must be careful to point out that I agree 
most cordially with those who hold that It is an ex¬ 
cellent thing for a man who is engaged in the one to 
give a certain amount of time to the other. It 3s a 
matter of experience, that the best teachers of a sub¬ 
ject are, ceterfs paribus, those who are actually en¬ 
gaged in the advancement of that subject, and who 
have shown such a thorough understanding of that 
subject as is necessary for making new knowledge in 
connection with it. It is also, in most cases, & good 
thing for the man engaged in research to have a cer¬ 
tain small amount of change of occupation, and to be 
called upon to take such a survey of the subject in 
connection with which his researches are made, as is 
involved In the delivery of a course of lectures, and 
other details of teaching. Though it is not a thing 
to be contemplated, that the researcher shall sell hla 
instruction at a price sufficiently high to enable him 
to live by teaching, yet it Is a good thing to make 
teaching an additional and subsidiary part of his 
life’s work* This end is effected Iff Germany by 
making it a duty of the professor (already supported 
by a stipend.) to give some five or six lectures a week 
during the academical session, for which he is paid 


hy the fees of his hearers. The fees are low, but are 
sufficient to be an inducement; and, inasmuch as the 
attendance of the students is not compulsory, the 
professor is stimulated to produce good and effective 
lectures at a reasonable charge, so as to attract pupils 
who would seek instruction from some one cIbc, if 
the lectures were not good, or the fees too high. In¬ 
deed, In Germany this system works so much to the 
advantage of the students, that the private teachers 
of the universities at one time obtained the creation 
of a regulation forbidding the professors to reduce 
their (ees below a certain minimum; since, with so 
low a fee as some professors were charging, it was 
impossible for a private teacher to compete. This 
state of things may be compared with much advan¬ 
tage with the condition of British universities, lu 
these we hear, from one direction, complaints of the 
high fees charged, and of the ineffective teaching 
given by the professoriate; and In other universities, 
where no adequate fees are allowed to the professors 
as a stimulus to them to offer useful and efficient 
teaching, we find that the teaching has passed entire¬ 
ly out of their hands into those of college tutors and 
lecturers. The fact is, that a satisfactory relation 
between teaching and research is one which will not 
naturally and spontaneously arrange itself. It can 
hardly be said to exist in any British university or 
college, but the method has been thought out and 
carried Into practice in Germany. It consists in giv¬ 
ing a competent researcher a stipend, and a laboratory 
for his research work, and then requiring him to do 
a small amount of teaching, remunerated by fees 
proportionate to Ids ability and the pains which he 
may lake in his teaching. If you pay him a fixed 
sum as a teacher, or artificially insure the attendance 
of his class, instead of letting this part of his income 
vary simply and directly with the attractiveness of 
his teaching, you will find as the result that (with 
rare exceptions) he will not give effective and useful 
teaching. He will naturally tend to do the minimum 
required of him in a perfunctory way. On the other 
hand, if you leave him without stipend as a research¬ 
er, dependent on the fees of pupils for an income, he 
will give all his time and energies to teaching: he will 
cease to do auy research, and become, pro Junto, an 
inferior teacher. 

A third objection which is sometimes made to the 
proposition that scientific research must be supported 
and paid for as such, is the following: it is believed 
by many persons that a man who occupies his best 
energies in scientific research can always, if he choose, 
make an income by wrtting popular books or news¬ 
paper articles in his spare hours; and, accordingly, it 
is gravely maintained that there is no need to provide 
stipends, and the means of carrying on their work, for 
researchers. To do ho, according to tills view, would 
be to encourage them in an exclusive reticence, and 
to remove from them the Inducement to address the 
pubHc on the subject of their researches, by which 
the public would lose valuable instruction. 

This view has been seriously urged, or I should not 
here notice it. Any one who is acquainted with the 
sale of scientific books, and the profits which either 
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author or publisher inakt^ by them, knows that the 
suggestion which 1, have quoted is ludicrous. The 
writing of a good book is not a thing to be done In 
leisure moments; and such as have been the result of 
original research have cost their authors often years 
of labor, apart from the mere writing. Mr. Darwin’s 
books, no doubt* have had a large sale; but that is 
due to the fact, apart from the exceptional genius of 
the man who wrote them, that they represent some 
thirty or more years of hard work, during which he 
was silent. There Is not a sufficiently large public 
interested in the progress of science to enable a 
researcher to gain an income by writing books, 
however great his literary facility. A schoolbook or 
dassbook may now and then add more or less to the 
income of a scientific investigator; hut he who be¬ 
comes the popular exponent of scientific ideas, except 
in a very moderate and limited degree, must abandon 
the work of creating new knowledge. The profes¬ 
sional Ittttraleur of science is as much removed by his 
occupation from ah opportunity of serious investiga¬ 
tion as D the professional teacher who has to con¬ 
sume ali his time in teaching. Any other profession 
— such as the bar, medicine, or the church — is 
more likely to leave one of ils followers time and 
means for scientific research than is that of either 
the popular writer or the successful teacher. 

We have, then, seen that there is no escape from 
the necessity of providing stipends and laboratories 
for the purpose of creating new knowledge, as is done 
in continental states, if we are agreed that more of 
this new knowledge is needed, and is among the prod¬ 
ucts which a civilized community is bound to turn 
out, both for its own benefit and for that of the com¬ 
munity of states, which give to and take from one 
another in such matters. 

There are some who would finally attack our con¬ 
tention by denying that new knowledge is a good 
thing, and by refusing to recognize any obligation, on 
the part of England, to contribute her share to that 
common stock of increasing knowledge by which she 
necessarily profits. Among such persons are those 
who would prohibit altogether the pursuit of experi¬ 
mental physiology in England, and yot would not and 
do not hesitate to avail themselves of the services of 
medical men whose power of rendering those services 
depends on the fact that they have learned the results 
obtained by the experiments of physiologists in other 
countries or in former times. In reference to this 
strange contempt and even hatred of science, which 
undoubtedly has an existence among some persons 
of consideration even at the present day, I shall hare 
a few words to say before concluding this address. I 
have now to ask you to listen to what seems to me to 
be the demand which we should make, as members of 
a British association for the advancement of science, 
in respect of adequate provision for the creation of 
new knowledge in the field of biology iu England, 

Taking England alone, as distinct from Scotland 
and Ireland, we require, in order to be approximately 
on a level with Germany, forty new biologicaf insti¬ 
tutes, distributed among the five branches of physi¬ 
ology, zodiogy, anatomy, pathology, and botany,— 


forty, in addition to the fifteen which we may reckon 
(taking one place with another) as already existing. 
The average cost of the buildings required would be 
about £4,000 for each, giving a total initial expendi¬ 
ture of £160,000; the average cost of stipends for the 
director, assistants, and maintenance, we may calcu¬ 
late at £1,500 annually for each, or £60,000 for the 
forty, — equal to a capital sum of £2,(XX),000. These 
Institutes should be distributed in groups of five — 
eight groups In all—throughout the country. One 
such group would be placed in London (which Is at 
present almost totally destitute of such arrange¬ 
ments), one in Bristol, one in Birmingham, one tn 
Nottingham, one in Leeds, one in Newcastle, one in 
Ipswich, one in Cardiff, one in Plymouth,—in fact, 
one in each of the great towns of the kingdom where 
there is at present, or where there might bo with ad¬ 
vantage, a centre of professional education and high¬ 
er study. The first and the most liberally arranged 
of these biological institutes — embracing its five 
branches, each with lie special laboratory ami staff 
— should be in London. If we can have nothing 
else, surely we may demand, with some hope that our 
request will eventually obtain compliance, the for¬ 
mation in London of a College of scientific research 
similar to that of Paris (the College de France), It 
is one of the misfortunes and disgraces of London, 
that, alone amongst the capitals of Europe, with the 
exception of Constantinople, it is destitute of any in¬ 
stitution corresponding to the universities and colleges 
of research which exist elsewhere. 

Either in connection with a properly organized 
teaching university, or as an independent institution* 
it seems to me a primary need of the day that the 
government should establish in London laboratories 
for scientific research. Two hundred and fifty years 
ago Sir Thomas Gresham founded an institution for 
scientific research in the city of London. The prop¬ 
erty which he left for this purpose is now estimated 
to be worth three millions sterling. This property 
was deliberately appropriated to other uses, by the 
Corporation of the city of London and the Mercers* 
company, about a hundred years since, with the con¬ 
sent of bot,h Houses of Parliament. By this outra¬ 
geous act of spoliation these corporations, who were 
the trustees of Gresham, have incurred the curse 
which he quaintly iuserted in his will in the hope of 
restraining them from attempts to divert his property 
from the uses to which he destined it. ‘ Gresham’s 
curse’ runs as follows: 11 And that I do require 
and charge the said Corporations and chief governors 
thereof, with circumspect Diligence and without long 
Delay, to procure and see to he done and obtained, 
as they will answer the same before Almighty God; 
(for if they or any of them should neglect the obtain¬ 
ing of such Licenses or Warrants, which I trust cannot 
be difficult, nor so chargeable, but that the overplus 
of my Rents and Profits of the Premisses hereinbefore 
to them disposed* will soon recompense the same; 
because to soe good Purpose, in the Commonwealth, 
no Prince nor Council in any Age, will deny or defeat 
the same. And if conveniently by my Will or other 
Convenience, I might assure H, I would not leave it 
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to be done after my death, then the same shah revert 
to my heirs, whereas X do mean the same to the 
Commonwealth, and then the Def Atn/r thereof 

SHAM* BE TO THE REPROACH AND CONDEMNATION 

ok the sau» Corporations afore God”). I 
confess that I dud U difficult to see how the present 
representatives of the corporations who perverted 
Gresham’s trust are to escape from justly deserving 
the curse pronounced against those corporations, 
unless they conscientiously take steps to restore Gre¬ 
sham’s money to its proper uses. Let us hope that 
Gresham’s curse may be realized in no more deadly 
form tbau that of an act of parliament repealing the 
former one which sanctioned the perversion of Gre¬ 
sham’s money. Such a sequel to the report of the 
commission which Has recently inquired into the pro¬ 
ceedings of the corporation and companies of the city 
of London Is not unlikely. 

Whilst we should, X think, especially press upon 
public attention the need for an institute of scientific 
research in London, and indicate the source from 
which its funds may be fitly derived, we must also 
urge the foundation of other institutes in the prov¬ 
inces, upon the scale already sketched; because it is 
only by the existence of numerous posts, and of a 
series of such posts,—some of greater and some of 
Jess value, the latter more numerous than the former, 
— that any thing like a professional career for scien¬ 
tific workers can he constructed. It is especially 
necessary to constitute what I have termed 4 assist- 
antships,’ that is, junior posts, in which younger men 
assist, and are trained by, more experienced men. 
Even In the few institutions which do already exist, 
additional provision of this kind is what is wanted 
more than any thing else, so that there may be a 
progressive career open to the young student, and a 
sufficient field of trained investigators from which to 
select in filling up the vacancies in more valuable 
positions. 

I am well aware that it will be said that the scheme 
which I have proposed to you is gigautic and almost 
alarming in respect of the amount of money which it 
demands. One hundred and sixty thousand pounds 
a year for biology alone must seem, not to my hear¬ 
ers, but to those who regard biology as an amusing 
speculation, — that Is to say, who know little or noth¬ 
ing about it, — an extravagant suggestion. Unfortu¬ 
nately, it Is also true that such persons are very 
numerous, — in fact, constitute an overwhelming 
majority of the community; but they arc becoming 
Jess numerous every day. The time will come, it 
seems possible, when there will be more than one 
member of the government who will understand and 
Appreciate the value of scientific research. There are 
already a few members of the incuse of Commons 
who are fully alive to Its significance and importance. 

We may have to wait for the expenditure of such a 
sum as 1 have named, and possibly it may be derived 
ultimately from local rather than imperial sources, 
though l do not see why it should be; yet I think it 
Is a good thing to realise now that this is what we 
ought to expend in order to be on a level with Ger¬ 
many, This apparently extravagant and unheard of 


appropriation of public money its actually made emery 
year in Germany , 

X think it is well to put the matter, before you in 
this definite manner; because I have reason to believe 
that even those whom we might, expect to bo well 
informed iu regard to such matters are not so, and, 
as a consequence, there is not that keen sense of the 
inferiority and inadequacy of English arrangements 
in these matters which one would gladly see actuat¬ 
ing the conduct of English statesmen. For instance: 
only a few years ago, when speaking at Nottingham, 
the present pWrae-mbnister, who has taken an active 
part lit re-arranging our universities, and has, it is 
well known, much interest in science and learning, 
stated that £27,000, the capital sum expended on the 
Nottingham college of science, was a very important 
contribution to the support of learning in this country, 
amounting, as he said he was able to state from the 
perusal of official documents, to as much as one-third 
of what was spent in Germany during the past year 
upon her numerous universities, which were so often 
held up to England as an example of a well-supported 
academical system. Now, X do not think that Mr. 
Gladstone can ever have had the opportunity of con¬ 
sidering the actual facts with regard to German uni¬ 
versities: for he was in this instance misled by the 
official return of expenditure on a single university, 
namely, that of Strasburg; the total annual expendi¬ 
ture on the twenty-one German universities being, in 
reality, about £800.000, by the side of which a capital 
sum of £27,000 looks very small indeed. I cannot but 
believe, that if the facts were known to public men, 
in reference to the expenditure incurred by foreign 
states in support of scientific Inquiry, they would be 
willing to do something in this country of a sufficient 
and statesmanlike character. As it is, the conces¬ 
sions which have been made in this direction appear 
to me to be in some instances not based upon a really 
comprehensive knowledge of the situation. Thus, the 
tentative grant of £4,000 a year from the treasury to 
the Royal society of London appears to me not to be 
a well-devised experiment in the promt)!Ion of scien¬ 
tific research by means of grants of money; because 
it is on too small a scale to produce any definite effect, 
and because the money cannot be relied upon from 
year to year as a permanent source of support to any 
serious undertaking. 

The Royal society most laboriously and conscien¬ 
tiously does Us best to use this money to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the country, but the task thus assigned to It is 
one of almost insurmountable difficulty. In fact, no 
such miniature experiments are needed. The experi¬ 
ment has been made on a large scale in Germany, and 
satisfactory results have been obtained. The reason¬ 
able course to pursue is to benefit by the experience, 
as to details and methods of administration, obtained 
in the course of the last sixty years In Germany, and 
to apply that experience to our own case. 

It,is quite clear that 4 the voluntary principle’ can 
do Httle towards the adequate endowment of scientific 
research. Ancient endowments belonging to the coun¬ 
try must be applied thereto, or else local or imperial 
taxes must be the source of the necessary support. 
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Seeing that the results of research are distinctly of 
imperial and not of local value, it would seem ap¬ 
propriate that a portion of the imperial revenue should 
be devoted to their achievement. In fact, a* I have 
before mentioned, the principle of such an applica¬ 
tion of public money has long been admitted, and is 
in operation. 

Whilst voluntary donations on the part of private 
persons can do little to constitute a fund which shall 
provide the requisite endowment for the scheme of 
biological institutes which I have sketched (not to 
mention those required for other branches of sconce), 
yet those who are interested in the progress of scien¬ 
tific investigation may, by individual effort, do some¬ 
thing, however little, towards placing research in a 
more advantageous position in this country. Sup¬ 
posing It were possible, as I am sanguine enough to 
believe that it is, to collect in the course of a year or 
two, from private sources, a sum of £20,000 for the 
maintenance of a biological laboratory and staff : it 
would he necessary, in expending so limited a sum, 
to aim at the provision of something which would be 
likely to produce the largest and most obvious results 
in return for the outlay, and to benefit the largest 
number of scientific observers hi this department. 

I believe that it is the general opinion among biolo¬ 
gists, that there could be no more generally useful 
institution thus set in operation than a biological 
laboratory upon the seacoast, which, besides its own 
permanent staff of officers, would throw open its 
resources to such naturalists as might from time to 
time be able to devote themselves to researches with¬ 
in its precincts. There is no such laboratory ou the 
whole of the long line of British coast. At Naples 
there Is I)r. Dohrn’s celebrated and invaluable labora¬ 
tory, which is frequented by naturalists from all parts 
of the world; at Trieste, the Austrian government 
supports such a laboratory; at Concarneau, Boacoff, 
and Villofrancho, the French government has such 
institutions; at Beaufort, in North Carolina, the 
Johns Hopkins university has its marine laboratory: 
and at Newport Professor Alexander Agassiz has ar¬ 
ranged a very perfect institution also for the study of 
marine life, In spite of the great interest which Eng¬ 
lish naturalists have always taken in the exploration 
of the sea and marine organisms; in spite of the fact 
that the success, and even the existence, of our fisher¬ 
ies industries, to a large extent depend upon our gain¬ 
ing the knowledge which a well-organized laboratory 
of marine biology would help us to gain, — there Is 
actually no such institution in existence. 

This is not the occasion ou which to explain pre¬ 
cisely how, and to what extent, a laboratory of marine 
zofilogy might be of national importance. I hope to 
see that matter brought before the section during the 
course of our meeting. But I may point out now, 
that though it appeara to me that the great- need for 
biological institutes, to which I have drawn your at¬ 
tention, can not Iks met by private munificence, aid 
must, in the end, be arranged for by the continue^ 
action of the government in carrying out a policy to 
which it has for many years been committed, aud 
which has been approved by conservatives and liberals 


alike, yet such a special institution as a laboratory 
of marine biology, serving as a temporary workshop 
to any and all of our numerous students of the im¬ 
portant problems connected with the life of marine 
plants and animals, might very well be undertaken 
from private funds. Should it be possible, on the 
occasion of this meeting of the British association 
in Southport, to obtain some promise of assistance 
towards the realization of this project, 1 think we 
shall be able to congratulate ourselves on having done 
something, though small, perhaps, in amount, towards 
making better provision for biological research, and 
therefore something towards the advancement of 
science. 

In conclusion, let me say, that, in advocating to-day 
the claim of biological science to a far greater meas¬ 
ure of support than it receives at present from the 
public funds, I have endeavored to press that claim 
chiefly on the ground of the obvious utility to the 
community of that kind of knowledge which is called 
biology. I have endeavored to meet the opposition 
of those who object to the interference of the state, 
wherever it may be possible to attain the end in view 
without such interference, but who profess themselves 
willing to sec public money expended in promoting 
objects which are of real importance to the country, 
and which cannot he trusted to the voluntary enter¬ 
prise arising from the operation of the laws of self- 
preservation, and the struggle for wealth. There are, 
however, it seems to me, further reasons for desiring 
a thorough and practical recognition by the state of 
the value of scientific research. There are not want¬ 
ing persons of some cultivation, who have perceived 
and fully realized the value of that knowledge which 
is called science, and of its methods, and yet are 
anxious to restrain rather than to aid the growth of 
that knowledge. They find in science something 
inimical to their own interests, and accordingly either 
condemn it as dangerous and untrustworthy, or en¬ 
courage themselves to treat it with contempt by assert¬ 
ing, that, * after all, science counts for very little,’ 
— a statement which is unhappily true in one sense, 
though totally untrue when it is intended to signify 
that the progress of science is not a matter which 
profoundly influences every factor In the well-being 
of the community. Amongst such people there is a 
positive hatred of science, which finds expression In 
their exclusion of it, even at this day, from the ordi¬ 
nary curriculum of public-school education, and in 
the baseless, though oft-repeated calumny, that sci¬ 
ence is hostile to art, and Is responsible for all that 
is harsh, ugly, and repulsive in modem life. To such 
opponents of the advancement of science it is of 
little use to offer explanations and arguments. But 
we may, when we reflect on their Instinctive hostility, 
and the misrepresentations of science and the scien¬ 
tific spirit which it leads them to disseminate, con¬ 
sole ourselves by bringing to mind what science 
teally la, and what truly, U the nature of that calling 
in which a man who makes new knowledge is en¬ 
gaged. 

They mock at the botanist as a pedant, and the 
zoologist as a monomaniac; they execrate the physl- 
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ologist as a monster of cruelty, and brand the geolo¬ 
gist as a blasphemer; chemistry is held responsible 
for the abomination of aniline dyes and the pollution 
of rivers, and physics for the dirt and misery of great 
factory towns. By these unbelievers, science is de¬ 
clared responsible for Individual eccentricities of char¬ 
acter, as well as for the sins of the commercial -utilizers 
of new knowledge. The pursuit of science is said to 
produce a dearth of imagination, incapability of en¬ 
joying the beauty either of nature or of art, scorn of 
literary culture, arrogance, irreverence, vanity, and 
the ambition of personal glorification. 

Much are the charges, from time to time, made by 
those who dislike science; and for such reasons they 
would withhold, and persuade others to withhold, 
the fair measure of support for scientific research 
which this country owes to the community of civilized 
states. Not in reply to these misrepresentations, but 
by way of contrast, I would here state what science 
seems to be to those who are on the other side, and 
how, therefore, it seems to them wrong to delay in 
doing all that the wealth and power of the state can 
do to promote its progress. 

Science Is not a name applicable to any one branch 
of knowledge, but includes all knowledge which is of 
a certain order or scale of completeness. All knowl¬ 
edge which is deep enough to touch the causes of 
things is science: all inquiry into the causes of things 
is scientific inquiry. It is not only coextensive with 
the area of human knowledge, but no branch of it can 
advance far, without reacting upon other branches: 
no department of science can be neglected, without 
sooner or later causing a check to other departments. 
No man can truly say this branch of science is useful, 
and shall be cultivated, whilst this is worthless, and 
shall be let alone: for all are necessary; and one 
grows by the aid of another, and in turn furnishes 
methods and results assisting hi the progress of that 
from which it lately borrowed. 

We desire the increase and the support and the 
acceptance of science, not only because it has a cer¬ 
tain material value, and enables men to battle with 
the forces of nature, and to turn them to account so 
as to increase both the intensity and the extension of 
healthy human life: that is a good reason, and for 
some persons, it may be, the only reason. But there 
M something to be said beyond this* 

The pursuit of scientific discovery, the making of 
new knowledge, gratifies an appetite, which, from 
whatever cause It may arise, is deeply seated in man’s 
nature, and, Indeed, is the most distinctive of his prop¬ 
erties, Han owes this intense desire to know the 
nature of things, smothered though it often be by 
other cravings which he shares with the brutes, to an 
inherited race-perception, stronger than the reason¬ 
ing faculty of the individual. Wheu once aroused, 
and in a measure gratified, this desire becomes a 
guiding passion. The instinctive tendency to search 
out the causes of things, gradually strengthening as 
generation after generation of men have stumbled 
and struggled in ignorance, has at last become an 
active and widely extending force: it has given rise 
to a new faith* 


To obey this instinct — that is, to aid in the pro¬ 
duction of new knowledge —is the keenest and the 
purest pleasure of which man Is capable, greater than 
that derived from the exercise of his animal facul¬ 
ties in proportion as man's mind is something greater 
and further developed than the mind of brutes. It 
is in itself an unmixed good, the one thing which 
commends itself as still * worth while 1 when all other 
employments and delights prove themselves stale and 
unprofitable. 

Arrogant and foolish as those men have appeared, 
who, in times of persecution, and in the midst of a 
contemptuous society, have, with an ardor propor¬ 
tioned to the prevailing neglect, pursued some special 
line of scientific inquiry, it is nevertheless true that 
in itself, apart from special social conditions, science 
must develop, in a community which honors and de- 
siros It before all things, qualities and characteristics 
which are the highest, the most human of human 
attributes. These are, firstly, the fearless love and 
unflinching acceptance of truth; hopeful patience; 
that true humility which is content not to know what 
cannot be known, yet labors and waits; love of Na¬ 
ture, who is not less, but more worshipped by those 
who know her best; love of the human brotherhood, 
for whom and with whom the growth of science is 
desired and effected. 

No one can trace the limits of science, nor the 
possibilities of happiness, both of mind and body, 
which it may bring in the future to mankind. Bound¬ 
less though the prospect, is, yet the minutest contri¬ 
bution to the onward growth has its absolute and 
unassailable value, — once made, it can never be lost: 
its effect is forever in the history of man. 

Arts perish, ami the noblest works which artists 
give to the world. Art, though the source of great 
and noble delights, cannot create nor perpetuate: it 
embodies only that which already exists in human 
experience, whilst the results of Us highest flights 
are doomed to decay and sterility. A vain regret, a 
constant, effort to emulate or to imitate the past, is 
the fitting and laudable characteristic of art at the 
present day. There is, indeed, no truth in the popu¬ 
lar partition of human affairs between science and 
art as between two antagonistic or even comparable 
Interests; but the contrast which they preset*! in 
points such as thbse just mentioned, is forcible. Sci¬ 
ence is essentially creative : now knowledge — the 
experience and understanding of things which were 
prc*iounly non-existent for man ’h intelUytmce — is its 
constant achievement. And those creations never 
perish: the new is built on, and incorporates, the old; 
there \p no turning back to recover what has lapsed 
through age; the oldest disebvery is even fresher 
than tbe new, yielding in ever-increasing number 
new results, in which it is itself reproduced and per¬ 
petuated, as the parent in the child. 

This, then, is the faith which has taken shape in 
proportion as the innate desire of man for more 
knowledge has asserted itself; namely, that there is 
no greater good than the increase of science; that 
through it all other good will follow, <*ood as sci¬ 
ence is in itself, the desire and search for it is even 
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better, raising men above vile things and worthless 
competitions, to a fuller life and keener enjoyments. 
Through it we believe that man will be saved from 
misery and degradation, not merely acquiring new 
material powers, but learning to use and to guide his 
life with understanding. Through science he will be 
freed from the fetters of superstition. Through faith 
in science he will acquire a new and enduring delight 
In the exercise of his capacities; he will gain a zest 
and interest in life such as the present phase of cul¬ 
ture fails to supply. • 

In opposition to the view that the purluit of 
science can obtain a strong hold upon human life, it 
may be argued, that on no reasonable ground can U 
appear a necessary or advantageous thing to the in¬ 
dividual man to concern himself with the growth 
and progress of that which is merely likely to benefit 
the distant posterity of the human race. Our reply 
is, let those who contend for the reasonableness of 
human motives develop, if they can, any theory of 
human conduct in which reasonable self-interest shall 
be man’s guide. We do not contend for any such 
theory. By reasoning we may explain and trace the 
development of human nature, but we cannot change 
it by any such process. It is demonstrably unreason¬ 
able for the individual man, guided by self-interest, 
to share the dangers and privations of his brother- 
man; and yet, in common with many lower animals, 
he has an inherited quality which makes it a pleas¬ 
ure to him to do so. It is unreasonable for the 
mother to protect her offspring, and yet it is the natu¬ 
ral and inherited quality of mothers to derive pleasure 
from doing so. It is unreasonable for the half- 
starved poor to aid their wholly-starving brethren; 
and yet such compassion is natural and pleasurable 
to those who show It, and is the constant rule of life. 
Unreasonable though these things are, from the point 
of view of Individual self-interest, yet they are done 
because to do them is pleasurable, to leave them un¬ 
done a pain. The race 1ms, as it were, in these re¬ 
spects, befooled the individual, and, in the courstf of 
evolution, has planted in him, in its own interests, 
an irrational capacity for taking pleasure in doing 
that which no reasoning in regard to self-interest 
could justify. As with these lower and more widely 
distributed instincts, shared by man, with some lotfer 
social animals, so is it with this higher and more pe¬ 
culiar instinct, — the tendency to pursue new knowl¬ 
edge. Whether reasonable or not, jt has, by the laws 
of herodity and selection, become part of us, and ex¬ 
ists. Its operation is beneficial to the race. Us grati¬ 
fication is a source of keen pleasure to the individual, 
— an end in itself. We may safely count upon it as a 
factor in human nature. It is in our power to culti¬ 
vate and develop it, or, on the other hand, to starve 
and distort it for a while, though to do so is to waste 
time in opposing the Irresistible. 

As day by day the old-fashioned stimulus to the 
higher life loses the dread control which it once exer¬ 
cised over the thoughts of men, the pursuit of wealth, 
and the indulgence in fruitless gratifications of sense, 
become to an Increasing number the chief concerns 
of their mental life. Such occupations fall to satisfy 


the deep desires of humanity; they become weari¬ 
some and meaningless, so that we hear men question¬ 
ing whether life be worth living. When the dreams 
and aspirations of the youthful world have lost their 
old significance, and their strong power to raise men’s 
lives, it will be well for that community which has 
organized in time a following of and a reverence for 
an ideal good, which may serve to lift the national 
mind above the level of sensuality, and to insure a 
belief in the hopefulness and worth of life. The 
faith in science can fill this place. The progress of 
science is an ideal good, sufficient to exert this great 
influence. 

It is for this reason, more than any other (as it 
seems to those who hold this faith), that the progress 
and diffusion of scientific research, its encourage¬ 
ment and reverential nurture, should be a chief busi¬ 
ness of the community, whether collectively or indi¬ 
vidually, at the present day. 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

Pukhuant to the invitation already noted in 
Science, a number of gentlemen met in the library of 
the American museum of natural history in New-York 
City, on the 20th to 28th of September, and founded 
the American ornithologists’ union. The member¬ 
ship consists of active, foreign, corresponding, and 
associate members. The active membership is lim¬ 
ited to fifty residents of the United States and Can¬ 
ada; the foreign, to twenty-five non-residents of the 
United States and Canada; the corresponding, to one 
hundred residents of any country; the associate being 
composed of any number of residents of the United 
States and Canada. The officers of the union for the 
current year are, Mr. J. A. Allen, president; I>r. El¬ 
liott Coues and Mr. Robert Ridgway, vice-presidents; 
Dr. C. Hart Merrlam, secretory and treasurer; Messrs. 
8. F. Baird, George N. Lawrence, H, W. Henshaw, 
and Montagu Chamberlain, councillors, — these nine 
officers constituting the council of the union. Dr. 
Coues presided over the convention, and continued in 
the chair in the absence of the president. ,Mr. Alien 
and Professor Baird, who were unable to be present, 
were added to the list of founders. After the dis¬ 
cussion and adoption of a constitution, submitted by 
the committee of organisation, and the election of 
officer?, a large number of members were elected, 
raising the active, and foreign membership nearly to 
the limit. The work of the union for the present 
year was laid out by the formation of committees, 
appointed by the chair, on the subjects of classifica¬ 
tion and nomenclature, of the distribution and migra¬ 
tion of birds, of avian anatomy, of oology, and on 
the question of the eligibility or ineligibility of the 
European sparrow In America. The first-named com¬ 
mittee, besides revising the current lists of Korth- 
American birds, is expected to consider the subject 
of zodlogic&l nomenclature at large; and Us labors 
may result in the formation of a code of nomenclature 
applicable to other departments of zoology, as well 
as to ornithology, It consists of Messrs. Ridgway, 
Allen, Brewster, Henshaw, and Coues. 
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— Hr, Charles F. Parker, the curator In charge of 
the Academy of natural sciences of Philadelphia, 
died Sept, 7, after an illness of several months, Hr. 
Parker became a member of the academy in 1885, 
and was elected a curator in 1878. Shortly after¬ 
ward he wan appointed by the council curator in 
charge,—a position which lie filled with singular effi¬ 
ciency until last March, when he was compelled to 
avail himself of leave of absence, granted by the 
council in the hope that he would soon be able to 
return. Mr. Parker had paid special attention to the 
botany of New Jersey; and, both In the completeness 
of his herbarium and the accuracy of his knowledge 
of it, he had few. if any, equals. Even before his 
connection with the academy, he wafe well known 
to the leading botanists of America, and his collec¬ 
tion was frequently referred to by specialists for 
Illustrative material. The many students who have 
visited the academy during Ills term of office will 
remember the alacrity with which he rendered them 
assistance in their investigations. Although he may 
be succeeded by. one )tavlng a more general knowl¬ 
edge of natural history in Us several departments, 
or a more profound knowledge of a specialty, the 
academy will probably not be able to secure the ser¬ 
vices of any one person able and willing to perform 
the same work so economically and efficiently. 

— We copy from the daily press the following tele¬ 
gram from Lieut. Kay, commanding the Point-liarrow 
expedition, concerning whose safety there were rea¬ 
sonable grounds for anxiety: — 

“San Francisco, Oct. 7, 1883.—I report my safe 
arrival here to-day with party. Also brought down 
Lieut. Schwatka and party from St. Michaels. 
AH work accomplished as ordered by chief algual- 
offieer. Pendulum observation not made. Leo 
reached Ooglaamie Aug. 22; was driven away by Ice 
the same night; returned on the 24th; again driven 
away and damaged on the 26th; returned ou the 27th, 
when party and stores were embarke^; sailed on the 
20th, vessel leaking badly; put into Unalaska, where 
she was beached and repaired.” 

— A large and exceptionally fine collection of fossil 
plants from the Fort-Union group (Laramie) is now 
on its way to Washington, collected in the vailcy of 
the Yellowstone River, within thirty miles of (Ilen- 
dtve, Montana, by Mr. Lester F. Ward, assisted by 
Mr. Richard Foster. Mention has already been made 
(Science,!. 559) of a small but Interesting collection 
from this locality, which was partially elaborated last 
spring. The same stations were revisited and thor¬ 
oughly worked. The expedition was very successful, 
and the collection is one of the largest and best ever 
made in the country. Fifty-seven boxes of fossils, 
aggregating nearly four tons In gross weight, were 
obtained. The material was carefully assorted, and 
scarcely any but cabinet specimens were taken. In 
the very large number of genera and species repre¬ 
sented, there can^carcely fail to be some new to 
science. The localities examined embrace several dis¬ 
tinct horizons within the group, each possessing a 
special facies. Nearly all the old forma described by 
I>iv Newberry appear in abundance, — Populus, Pia- 


tanus, Viburnum, Rhamnites, Tilia, etc., — but varied 
by additional species; while such new genera as Tra- 
pa, Rhamntis, Ilex.Eleodendron, Asarum, Ficus, etc., 
are present, often in great profusion, and beautifully 
preserved. Special pains were taken to secure as large 
and complete a representation as possible of those 
forms whose affinities are less obvious or wholly un¬ 
known. Mr. Ward intends to commence work on this 
col lection as soon as it arrives. 

— The 18th of August, 1888. was the hundredth, 
anniversary of the successful attempt of the brothers 
Montgblfler to cause their hot-air balloon to rise. 
On that day a monument commemorative of the 



event was unveiled at Annonay, where the Montgol¬ 
fiers lived and worked. Joseph, the older, is repre¬ 
sented as holding the balloon, while his younger 
brother, Etienne, fills it with healed air by means of a 
lighted torch. For the three days the; streets of An¬ 
nonay were filled with the crowds gathered to honor 
the memory of the great inventors. In the addresses 
stress was laid upon the aids which the use of the 
balloon may be to the sciences, especially .meteorol¬ 
ogy, and in military operations. Joseph Montgolfier 
was born at Vldalon-les-Annonay, Aug. 20, 1740, and 
Etienne at the same place, the 7th of January, 1745. 
The yoiifiger brother died Aug. 2, 1700, at Scrrlbre; 
and Joseph, after a stroke of paralysis In 1809, died 
at Balaruc-les-Hains on the 26th of June, 1810. 

—A notable event of the present season's field- 
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work has been the descent of the Missouri River in a 
* Mackinaw’ (asort of flat boat) from Fort Benton to 
Bismarck by a party of geologists, consisting of Dr. 
C. A. White, Mr. J. B, Marcou, and Mr. Lester F. 
Ward, with one assistant, for the express purpose 
of geological and paleontological study. 

The distance, according to steamboat schedule, Is 
1,059 miles; and thirty days (Aug. 22 to Sept. 20) were 
consumed in the journey. A large part of the territory 
passed through is occupied by Indian reservations; 
and there is no white population between Benton and 
Poplar Creek Agency, the first post-office, — a cUstance 
of 507 miles. The river is very low at this season of 
the year; and the current was correspondingly slug¬ 
gish, though still quite rapid enough in some places. 
Progress was farther Impeded by shoals, barB, and 
head winds; and considerable time was, of course, 
occupied in climbing and examining the adjacent 
bluffs and mountains. 

The geology of this region, as all know, is very 
interesting; and the trip is believed to have thrown 
much light upon some of its loading problems. The 
results of the expedition will, of course, be officially 
made known in due time by the several parties par¬ 
ticipating, who have brought with thorn ample data, 
both in the form of notes and specimens. 

— Mr. G. Byown Goode arrived in Washington on 
the 2d inst, from London. 

— Representatives of nearly all the branches of the 
western surveys have returned to Washington. Dr. 
C. A. White reports having explored a great number 
of miles of the upper Missouri in a row-boat, being 
engaged in extending and confirming his previous 
observations of the formations. 

— Th* winter session of the Philosophical society 
of Washington opens on the 18th Inst. A ponsidera- 
ble number of communications on widely different 
topics are in readiness. Biological papers are not 
numerous. The Biological society will probably be¬ 
gin its session on the 19th inst. It is possible that 
negotiations for the formation of a Washington acad¬ 
emy of sciences will be opened ; for a second time this 
winter, but with what success it is impossible at 
present to say. It seems to be generally considered 
that an academy would be desirable, but there is little 
agreement relative to the proper basis of union be¬ 
tween the existing societies. 

— Prof. K. A. Eittel of Munich is visiting this 
country, and will probably be in Washington early in 
this month. 

— At the first autumn meeting of the Boston so¬ 
ciety of natural history, Oct. 8, Mr. F. W. Putnam 
gave an account of the great serpent-mound in Adams 
county, O., and of some other ancient works in Wis¬ 
consin and Ohio examined during the past sum¬ 
mer. 

— The Appalachian mountain-club commenced its 
Boston meetings on the 10th, when papers were read 
on the Route Salvan, by SelaU Howell; on a trip 
over Osceola, the Twin Mountain range,, and Gar¬ 
field, by W. L. Hooper; and on an exploration of the 
Traveller Mountain, and the head waters of Mattaga- 
roon River, by G. H. Witherle. 
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PRECISION OF OBSERVATION AS . A 
BRANCH OF INSTRUCTION . 

Wk sometimes find the philosopher envying 
the physicist because the results sought by the 
latter can be expressed exactly . In so doing, 
he doubtless overlooks the fact that all quanti¬ 
tative work 1ms to be regarded as giving mere¬ 
ly an approximation to the truth. Numerous 
and refined as are the precautions adopted, 
the careful experimenter must admit that his 
measurements contain errors whose sources are 
more or less hidden. Success will lie, not in 
ignoring this, but in recognizing it, and studi¬ 
ously avoiding any unwarranted claim to accu¬ 
racy. His investigation may establish some 
law beyond a reasonable doubt. This law may 
be expressible in exact terms ; but, so far as 
the direct quantitative results are concerned, 
ho must give up, once for all, the popular 
notion of exactness. He must admit that the 
work merely shows it to be reasonable to as¬ 
sume the truth to lie somewhere between two 
limits, respectively greater and less than the 
one magnitude which he names. Desiring 
that these limits shall fall as near together as 
practicable, he will study the observations for 
internal evidence of the precision attained; 
but any appearance of accuracy greater than 
might reasonably bo expected will often cause 
him more uneasiness than would a greater ap¬ 
parent error. Until the extent of the error is 
recognized, and found to be in harmony with 
experience derived from qther similar observa¬ 
tions, a cautious observer will not be confident 
of the result reached. 

As the scientific professions are currently 
taught, it Is possible to get a fhir training 
(as a chemist, engineer, or electrician, for 
example) without properly appreciating the 
practical limitations to precision. He may 
Instinctively acquire correct notions of the 

No. ST,—IMS. 


performances of the instruments he most fre¬ 
quently uses; but let a new operation, with a 
different instrument, be required, and he will 
too often develop the wildest notions as to the 
great accuracy attainable by the use of suffi¬ 
cient care. What is needed in our professional 
courses is systematic instruction in the general 
science of planning, conducting, and discuss¬ 
ing observations, accompanied with adequate 
practice. This should be given as early as 
the student is fitted to profit by it, in order 
that the subsequent practical training in special 
branches may have a firm foundation. 

The field for such instruction is ample. A 
good routine observer is one who, being in¬ 
formed of the accuracy desired at each step, 
is able to take just care enough to attain it, 
without wasting time and energy in uselessly 
perfecting certain parts of the work. Our 
professional observer must add to this the 
good judgment which is able to discover the 
relative accuracy required in different parts of 
a complex observation, and to decide how ac¬ 
curate to aim to make a single performance of 
the whole. In general, he will seek to avoid 
errors which usually occur in a single direc¬ 
tion ; but he will not always take the greatest 
care to avoid errors which are as liable to be 
negative as positive. Life is short. Time, 
to most, is money; and the ability to repeat 
an observation will often depend upon the 
ability to do it quickly. Moreover, in many 
cases, mere lapse of time allows additional 
errors to enter. Having avoided the larger 
errors, he will therefore seek to eliminate 
the effect of the smaller by repeatedly per¬ 
forming the work. Recognizing, then, the 
importance of reasonable speed, he will allow 
rough measures of certain quantities, pro¬ 
vided the final error of the complex operation 
is not thereby appreciably affected. All this 
calls for a clear understanding of the causes 
of error, and an ability to reason out their 
effect upon the result. The knowledge of the 
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differential calculus required is indeed ele¬ 
mentary ; but it must be a tool which can be 
applied as readily, for instance, as the knowl¬ 
edge of the properties of logarithms. All the 
principles are covered by the customary courses 
iu physics and mathematics ; but additional spe¬ 
cial practice in thoir employment is very de¬ 
sirable. 

In the planning of observations, the fheory 
of maxima and minima gives important aid; 
but this theory has so many other applications, 
that we can hardly ask of the regular course 
in differential calculus such attention to this 
one point as would insure the required facility. 
In the absence of such a course of instruction 
as is recommended in this paper, the matter 
is left to slow acquisition through practical ex¬ 
perience. Knowledge is often thus bought at 
a high cost. 

A general understanding of instruments 
of precision, so necessary to successful plan¬ 
ning of observations, is also within the field 
of instruction proposed. Instrumental errors 
should be treated systematically: their pre¬ 
liminary adjustment to zero, their elimination 
from the mean of pairs of observations property 
taken to that end, their determination in such 
manner that corrections may be duly applied, 
and the cost in time of variously managing 
them, should come to be understood through 
suitable practice. Here, particularly, each 
professional course is liable to inculcate its 
own narrow view. 

An examination of the proceedings of the 
leading learned societies will convince one of 
the importance of good method in the discus¬ 
sion of results. It will also develop the fact 
that there exist numerous valuable, analytical, 
and graphical processes, which at present are 
not likely to be brought to the attention of 
the professional student. 

The theory of probabilities as applied to 
observation would naturally be treated in the 
course proposed. If it were previously given 
to the student as a branch of pure mathematics, 
the attention could here be riveted upon its 
use, which calls for the exercise of much 
practical good judgment. It fiimishes an 


important means of studying the precision 
attained, but just here is a great abuse. Its 
results, demonstrated for a very large number, 
arc applied to very limited series of measure¬ 
ments. Again : its assumption of equal prob¬ 
ability for equal positive and negative errors ia 
allowed, in face of the fact that a preponder¬ 
ance of error in one direction is unavoidable. 
The rising generation of experimenters in 
every field of applied science should therefore 
be taught the many limitations which surround 
its application, and they should learn to avoid 
that indiscriminate use of its principles which 
has led to so many unfounded claims to ac¬ 
curacy. 

' We have outlined a subject the successful 
teaching of which requires qualifications not 
to be found in evoiy scientific professor, and 
the successful study of which requires a con¬ 
centration of the attention not likely to be 
given to it as a subordinate part of some other 
course. Already the appearance of treatises 
on probabilities, errors of observation, and 
least squares, has enabled writers on astron¬ 
omy, geodesy, physics, and engineering, to 
devote their attention to special applications, 
and has saved the waste of space which would 
otherwise be given to the general theory. 
Similarly, we should avoid that distraction of 
the student's attention from the main subject 
of a professional course which results from 
the necessity of frequently pausing to give 
additional information about the subject of 
this ai^icle. 

Although the first object of establishing a 
course of instruction in any branch of applied 
science is to put the students into possession 
of the best methods already reached by workers 
in that field, the end attained is often some¬ 
thing more. The instructor's attention is 
speedily called to conspicuous omissions, and 
his energies are consequently bent upon sup¬ 
plying the defect by demonstrating and testing 
some theorem or method which meets the 
want. Thus the schools come to the aid of 
the professions. Are they yet doing their 
whole duty in regard to the science and art of 
observation? 
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A SYSTEM OF LOCAL WARNINGS 
AGAINST TORNADOES. 

I have lately examined with some care the 
excellent compilation by Sergeant Finley of 
the signal-service, ‘ Characteristics of six hun¬ 
dred tornadoes,’ with reference to the question 
of devising a simple apparatus for saving hu¬ 
man life. 

Saving property seems to be out of the ques¬ 
tion, as no structure can withstand the force 
of the tornado-wind. Life nm}' be savod by 
recourse to underground shelters, cellars, etc., 
such as actually have been built in many places 
for this end. 

Two facts may he quoted from the work 
named, — 1°. Three hundred and forty-seven 
out of three hundred and ninety-three torna¬ 
does (that is eighty-eight per cent) originated 
between the west and the south-south-west 
points; 2°. The average velocity of progres¬ 
sion was about pne mile in two minutes. 

From what wo alreadj* know of the atmos¬ 
pheric conditions necessar}' to the production 
of tornadoes, it seems probable that in the 
future it may be practicable for the general 
weather service in Washington to send out 
warnings a day in advance to large regions 
of country within which tornadoes are likely 
to occur/ These warnings would necessarily 
H of a very general nature. They would 
simply state that the conditions were such on 
two sides of a large region (like the state of 
Wisconsin, for example) as to make it probable 
that tornadoes would occur somewhere inside 
that region within twenty-four hours. The 
local weather services of states like Ohio and 
Iowa could, perhaps, make these predictions a 
little more specific; but there is no prospect 
whatever that warnings of any particular tor¬ 
nado can be giveu in the immediate future. 
It can be said, that, within a district fhro hun¬ 
dred miles square, tornadoes are likely to occur 
within twenty-four hours, and such a warn¬ 
ing would be of value; but it does not seem 
to be probable that it can be said that a par¬ 
ticular thirty miles square of this region is 
in particular danger. Under these circum¬ 
stances, it is of interest and importance to in¬ 
quire whether some efficient method of local 
warnings cannot be devised. If five minutes’ 
warning could have been given at any of the 
late tornadoes, many lives might have been 
saved* If each household could be warned by 
the continuous ringing of a bell, for example, 
that a wind of destructive force (sqy, seventy 
miles per hour and upwards) was approaching, 
dud that five minutes were available in which 


to seek shelter, this would be well worth do¬ 
ing. 

A wind of seventy miles an hour is sufficient 
to blow down chimneys and to unroof houses, 
unless they are well built. Ordinary trees will 
not stand under it. The pressure on a square 
foot is in the neighborhood of fifty pounds. 
There might be occasions where seventy miles 
would be the maximum wind-velocity; and the 
person who had taken refuge in the cellar might 
be iwclined, after the gust had blown over, to 
find fault with the indicator which had predicted 
a tornado, when only a violent gale occurred. 
But such storms do not occur as often as once 
a year; and it would seem that one could afford 
to be frightened as frequently as this for the 
sake of immunity from an occasional tornado, 
which might be following in the track of such 
a violent gale. 

I have found that it is practicable to erect, 
at a moderate expense (less than five hundred 
dollars), an apparatus which would give from 
three to five minutes* warning to all the inhabit¬ 
ants of a small town, b}' the firing of a cannon, 
for instance; and in addition, and without any 
increased expense, this apparatus could ring a 
bell in every house. The additional expense 
to each house would be less than ten dollars, 
the cost of maintenance would be less than a 
hundred dollars a year, and the work could 
be done by any intelligent person. The sys¬ 
tem, for a small town, would be something 
like the following: suppose a circle described 
about the town with a radius of from two to 
two and one-half miles. The only serious 
danger from tornadoes is to be feared from the 
part of this circle between the west point and 
the south-south-west point. Along the cir¬ 
cumference of this circle, between the south- 
south-west and west points, run a line of single 
telegraph-wire on twenty posts to the mile, 
and from the west point bring the wire into the 
town, letting it end at the telegraph-office. 
It is grounded at each end of the line, and at 
the telegraph-office it is connected with a bat¬ 
tery, sKbich sends a constant current over the 
line. Within the town, connection is made in 
various houses with magnets. Each magnet 
holds a detent, which prevents a bell from be¬ 
ing rung by the action of a cheap clock-work 
governed by a coiled sparing. If the circuit is 
broken anywhere in the line, each bell begins 
to ring, and continues to sound till its spring 
is run down; for four or five minutes, for ex¬ 
ample A cannon could be fired by a simple 
device, which would warn persons in the fields, 
etc., to seek shelter. In a large town the 
circuit might end in one of the engine-houses 
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of the lire-department, and ring a bell there. 
This would be the signal for the man ou watch 
to repeat the warnings simultaneously through 
as many local circuits as desirable. 

It remains to indicate the way in which the 
circuit is to be broken by the wind. The cir¬ 
cle of telegraph-poles from the south-south¬ 
west to the west points would contain about fifty 
poles. On every one of these the wire would 
run first to nn insulator, then to an iron hori¬ 
zontal axis screwed into the side of the post. 
On this axis a piece of board one foot square 
can revolve freely. An iron rod projects be¬ 
low this board, and from the lower end of it a 
small wire goes to a pin in the telegraph-pole. 
This pin is connected by wire to a second in¬ 
sulator. From this the line goes to the next 
pole, and so on. The circuit ordinarily passes 
to the first insulator, thence to the iron rod, 
thence down the iron rod to the thin wire, 
through the pin and to the second insulator, 
and so to the next telegraph-pole. The thin 
wire is a necessary part of the circuit. It is 
so made that it will break when the pressure 
of the wind on the square board is fifty pounds. 
The apparatus for each post is tested practi¬ 
cally before it is set up. This can be done at 
any time in a simple manner. Whenever any 
single one of these boards is subjected to the 
pressure of fifty pounds, its wire will be rup¬ 
tured, and the circuit will be broken, thus 
sendiug the necessary warning along the whole 
line. 

I have made one such indicator, which is 
connected with a small bell in this observatory. 
The wire is arranged so that it breaks at a 
wind-velocity of about ten miles per hour, 
and it works in a perfectly successful manner. 
The extension of the system for the protec¬ 
tion Of a small town is a simple matter. For 
a largo city a more expensive system would 
have to be provided, as the wires between 
poles should be carried underground to pro¬ 
tect them from the chance of disturbance. 

I need not enlarge on the details of the 
scheme, since they can be worked out by any 
one who is at all familiar with electrical con¬ 
structions. I believe that I have considered 
all the practical difficulties, and that there are 
none of any importance. It is a very simple 
matter to provide for the inspection of the 
line, bolls, etc., so as not to interfere with the 
working of the system, and so that false 
alarms will not be given. 

The point I wish to emphasize is, that a prac¬ 
tical and cheap system of local warnings can 
be had, and that it ought to be considered by 
those who live in districts subject to tornadoes. 


The particular manner in which the above- 
described device is to be employed is a question 
to be settled by llie particular circumstances of 
each case. J have only described the simplest 
and cheapest form, but this has been proved 
bj T trial to be c/ficieut. 

I may just mention, that, b)* employing a 
spring balance to hold the board in position, 
it is possible to provide an indicator which 
will break the circuit at any desired velocity 
of wind. 

To any one who lms seen the effects of a 
tornado, or even to one who has simply read 
that in this year alone several hundreds of 
lives have been lost from their violence, it will 
appear that the question of erecting systems 
for local warnings ought to be seriously consid¬ 
ered by persons living in exposed regions. 

Ei>WART> 8. IIOLDKK. 

THE WILD TRIBES OF LUZON. 

When the Malays took possession of the 
Philippines, they cither found there, or were 
soon joined by, Japanese, Chinese, Siamese, 
Javanese, and Dyaks from Borneo and Celebes, 
all waging war against the Papuans, who had 
gone there from the south-east, if they were 
not aborigines. Under these circumstances, 
we should expect to find the present natives a 
very mixed race, who have received different 
names, according to the predominating charac¬ 
ters in each locality. There is no unanimity of 
opinion among those who have studied the 
people in their own homes, and I think it im¬ 
possible wholly to unravel the tangled skein of 
races. The following is what, from my obser¬ 
vation and reading, 1 think a fair approxima¬ 
tion to the truth. 

The name of Igorrote has been applied to 
almost, every wild tribe except the Negritos. I 
agree with Dr. Semper that it should be re¬ 
stricted to those of northern Luzon, who are 
hybrids of Japanese and Chinese with the 
Indians, differing somewhat in features and 
customs, according to the principal admixture. 

In the Igorrote the stature is small, with 
well-developed form, indicating great strength 
with little symmetry; color very dark; eyes 
oblique ; hair long, and, in the women, combed 
in Chinese fashion; nose fiat, lips thick, mouth 
large, and cheeks wide. Houses mere huts, 
on the ground or raised on posts, shaped like 
a beehive, with fiirniture of the rudest descrip¬ 
tion, — arms, hatchets, lances, daggers, bows 
a#d arrows, frequently poisoned, of bamboo, 
and shields, Their presence would be ac¬ 
counted for as the descendants of the army of 
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the Chinese pirate, Li Mahon, whose fleet was habit northern lloeos. They are of finer shape, 
destroyed after his attack on Manila in 1574, lighter color, with less oblique eyes, and more 
The fugitives escaped to the mountains; and aquiline nose. In their habits, music, and love 
for more than three centuries these wild h y- for porcelain vases, they resemble the Japanese, 
brkis between Chinese and Indian have defied and have probably descended from the union 
the power of Spain. They have many dialects, of crews of junks, driven to Luzon by the 
but the Igorrote proper is spoken by over ten northern monsoon, and the neighboring tribes. 
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thousand people. They are not wholly savage, They number over nine thousand in twenty 
except in the remote mountainous districts, villages. Their dress and arms are much like 

Their customs are simple and patriarchal. It those of the Igorrotcs, but they have borrowed 

is only of lato years that they have consented from thoir enemies the Gaddans the custom of 

to bury their dead, instead of exposing them preserving as trophies the heads of those killed 

to decay in the air. in Wttle. They are said to mummify their 

The name of Tinguians has been given to dead by heat, 
the hybrids of Japanese and Indians who in- The Gaddans and Ifaagos , numbering about 
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ten thousand, resemble in their appearance 
and customs the Dyaks of Borneo. Many 
dwell in the provinces of the Camarines, where 
they have preserved their independence. They 
have traditions of great antiquity, and speak 
the Vlcol dialect as well as their own. Thej* 
were evidently here before the Mahometan 
Malays, by whom they have been driven to 


The above-mentioned races are what the 
Spanish writers call the infidel* and may or 
may not be Igorrotes. Samuet, Knekt,aht>. 


THE WEATHER IN AUGUST , 188$. 

The monthly review of the U. S. signal- 
service shows that in August there were two 
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the mountains. They are hostile to all for¬ 
eigners. Their mode of life is patriarchal, the 
head of a family recognizing no superior au¬ 
thority. From the resemblance of the skulls 
of some of these wild tribes to those of the 
people of Sunda, Borneo, and Celebes, and 
the occurrence of similar ones in the long dis¬ 
used caverns, it seems undeniable that there is 
among them a considerable Dyak mixture, and 
that from a very remote period. 


features of special note. Those are, 1°, the 
low temperatures which prevailed over nearly 
the whole country; 2°, the small rainfall, which 
was below thg average in nearly every district. 
Other important features were a few destruc¬ 
tive storms, and the opening of the hurricane 
season, as will be referred to below. 

The pressure has been above the normal, 
except on the Atlantic coast ; the greatest 
excess, 0.08 inch, occurring in the upper Mis- 
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sissippi and Missouri valleys, where, also, the 
lowest temperature departures were recorded. 
Six barometric depressions were charted in 
their progress, and a seventh begun, as the 
month closed. Of these, one only visited the 
southern states: this developed in Mississippi, 
passed off the Virginia coast, and across the 
Atlantic to the Irish coast, being a severe storm 
all along its passage. Of the other depressions, 


on the upper lakes on the 22d, and remarkably 
heavy rains on the North Carolina coast on the 
16th. The storms on the Atlantic were espe¬ 
cially prominent, and the general character of 
the weather on the ocean during the whole 
month was stormy. Five depressions were 
traced nearly across the Atlantic, two of which 
were genuine hurricanes. The first moved 
north-westward at a considerable distance from 
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one developed in the Rocky Mountains, and 
was traced to the British coast, and another 
entered the country in the extreme south-west, 
moved south-easterly to the North Carolina 
coast, and in the ocean probably united with 
a tropical hurricane which was then moving up 
the Atlantic. None of the storms were traced 
from the Pacific coast over the Rooky Moun¬ 
tains. The storms left no disastrous effects in 
the United States; bat there were, violent gales 


the Atlantic coast, between the 19th and 24th, 
when it curved to the north-eastward near the 
Bermudas. Reaching the Banks on the 26th, 
it caused great damage to the fishing-fleet, the 
rejJOrts showing a loss of eighty lives and one 
hundred dories, while many fishing-vessels were 
swamped or disabled. Vessels on the Atlantic 
repeat severe gales during its further passage, 
but its severity decreased as it approached the 
Irish coast on the 29th. The lowest pressure 
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noted was 28.9 inches. The second hurricane 
came from the West Indies about the 24th, and 
reached the Banks on the 29th, only three days 
after the passage of the former hurricane, re¬ 
peating the disasters to the fishing-vessels. Its 
violence was great as it continued across the 
Atlantic, and approached the British coasts 
early in September. As this storm passed up 
the Atlantic, very high tides were experienced 
on the coast, much damage being thereby in¬ 
flicted on the New Jersey shore on the 29th. 
Very few icebergs were reported during the 
month. 

The average temperatures were above the 
normal only in Florida, the Rio Grande valley, 
and in the middle and southern portions of the 
Rocky Mountain region, the departures being 
within a degree, except at Salt Lake City (2°). 
In other districts the departures ranged from 
OM, in the eastern Gulf states, to 4°.4, in the 
tipper Mississippi valley. Yuma, Arizona, 
reports a mean temperature of 91°, and a maxi¬ 
mum of 111 0 . Frosts were reported fVom the 
northern states, especially at the end of the 
month. 


Average precipitation for August, 1883 . 


D lit riot*. 


New Knglawi . . 
Middle Atlantic vtataa 
South Atlantic state* 
Florida penlntula . 
Boatern gulf . . . 
Weatorn gulf, . . 
Tennuisaa .... 
Ohio valley . . , 
Lower lake* . . . 
Upper lake# . . 
Extreme Dortb.weat . 
Upper MUaloalppl vallc 
Muoourl valley . . 
Northern slope . . 
Middle alope . . . 
Southern slope . . 

North PacTftc count. 
Middle Pacific ooaat 
South Pacific ooaot. 
Mfc. Washington. N.H 
Pike’* Feak. Col. . . 
Suit Lake City. Utah 
Brow navi He, Tex. . 


Average for Aagu*t. 
81gn*l-*ervlce obitrva- 
tloua. 


For several 
year*. 

For UBS. 

Inches. 

Inch**. 

4.83 

1.68 

4.96 

3.20 

8,43 

7.61 

7.07 

6.00 

8.38 

4.89 

4.27 

1.02 

8.92 

8,61 

8.70 ' 

1.04 

2.91 

2.30 

3.12 

1.26 

2.60 

2,70 

8,40 

1.87 

2.81 

2.62 

1.89 

1.88 

1.42 

8.06 

2.99 

1,06 

8.16 

i 2.26 

0.78 

■ 0.06 

0.02 

0.00 

0.22 

0.07 

7.67 

0.00 

4.61 

2.28 

'0.88 

fl.«2 

6.94 

1.OT 


Compariaon of 
August, m 
with the average. 
forwevaralym*. 


Incite*. 

2.80 deficiency. 
1.70 deficiency. 
0.72 deficiency. 
1.98 deficiency. 
1.94 deficiency. 
2.06 deficiency. 
0.41 deficiency. 
1.70 deficiency. 
0.61 deficiency. 
L87 deficiency. 
0.20 exoeee. 

1.68 deficiency. 
0.29 deficiency. 
0.44exeeaa. 

2.28 excess, 

1.04 deficiency. 
0.90 deficiency. 
0,70 deficiency. 
0,02 deficiency. 
0,16 deficiency. 
1.01 deficiency. 

2.69 deficiency. 
0.28 deficiency. 
8.97 deficiency. 


The rainfall-record can be best shown by 
the above table, which shows the unusual defi¬ 
ciency of the month in almost every section, 
which especially affected the orops in the south. 
Remarkably heavy rains were recorded in a 
few instances, —10.88 inches at Griffin, Ga., 
k eight hours; and 8.14 inokes at Elttyhawk, 
N.C., in four hours. In the cotton region the 
rainfall was much less thap in August of last 


3 T ear, tbe amount at New Orleans being 2.70 
inches, against 8.38 inches u year ago. 

Local storms were not numerous, but were 
quite severe, especially in Iowa, on the 7th and 
8th. On the 21st there was a veritable tor¬ 
nado in Minnesota, which devastated the town 
of Rochester, causing a loss of over thirty 
lives, and much damage to property. 

Seven auroral displays occurred, but none 
were of especial note. The following electrical 
phenomenon is repprted from Pike's Peak: — 

u The observer on the summit of Pike’s 
Peak, Col., reported that during a sleet and 
thunder storm, on the evening of the 4th, the 
anemometer cups revolved in circles of electric 
light. After a flash of lightning, the light en¬ 
circling the cups became dim, but would soon 
regain its former brilliancy. The observer 
states, that, by holding up his hands, electric 
sparks would form on the ends of his fingers, 
and that his hair and clothing were ftill of them. 
A peculiar crackling noise was heard about the 
anemometer cups; aud at the corners of the 
office building there were continuous sparks of 
bright light.” 

Earthquake-shocks occurred at Oakland, 
Cal., Carson City, Nev., St. Thomas, W.I. At 
the last-named place a tidal wave occurred on 
the 27th, and at San Francisco on the 27th and 
28th. Earthquake waves, whose height was one 
foot, and time between crests forty minutes, 
were recorded on the Saucelito tide-gauge. It 
is supposed they were caused by the earth¬ 
quake in Java on the 27th. 

A dense smoke, due to forest-fires in Oregon 
and Washington, Idaho and Montana territo¬ 
ries, prevailed during a greater part of the 
month, and extended on the Pacific coast as 
far south as Cape Mendocino, and thence east¬ 
ward to eastern Montana, Dakota, and Min- ’ 
nesota. 

The accompanying chart exhibits the mean 
pressure, temperature, and wind-direction, for 
the month. 


THE INVENTION AND SPREAD OF 
BRONZE. 

At the thirteenth session of the German anthro¬ 
pological congress, held at Trier early in August, 
Professor Rudolph Virchow, the president, gave an 
address, the substance of which we quote from the 
Franitfurter zeitung of Aug, 11. 

In beginning the president remarked, that, in the 
choice of Trier a* the place of assembly for this 
year’s congress, it was considered that the city and 
its surroundings were especially suited by their situ** 
tion for the solution of the often-broached question 
of oeto. The speaker then reviewed in a genertl 
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way the present condition of anthropological re¬ 
search, paying especial attention to tho first appear¬ 
ance of bronze in Europe. The question, when did 
the metal first come into use in our part of the world, 
is certainly one of the most important which an¬ 
thropological science has to consider, and in order 
to provide the necessary material for its solution, 
wherever individual investigators or scientific so¬ 
cieties are active/the territorial relations should be 
first examined, and, without drawing general con¬ 
clusions, the localities or the Strata in which the 
discoveries are made should be determined; for,'how¬ 
ever many investigations have already been under¬ 
taken in tills branch of anthropology, the boundary 
where the stone age ceases and the metal age begins 
has not yet been definitely decided for any locality. 
A difficulty which arises In answering the question, 
does this or that settlement, this or that discovery, 
belong to the stone or bronze age, must not be passed 
in silence, since neglect of it lias frequently led to 
mistakes. The difficulty is, that at one time, when 
metal was already common, stone implements were 
used both by poorer people, who were not able to 
obtain the expensive tools, and for ritualistic pur¬ 
poses. A circumstance which next comes into con¬ 
sideration, and which renders difficult in no little 
degree the determination of the epoch to which 
certain discoveries belong, Is that the river-sand, silt, 
etc., in which the objects were found, often change 
their positions. 

Passing to a general consideration of the bronze 
age, the speaker said that the answer to the question, 
where did the invention of this alloy originate, is 
one of the most important problems for anthropo¬ 
logical research. There are two widely differing 
views on this subject: 1°, that of investigators who 
assume that bronze was invented at different times 
and in different places, independently of each other; 
and, 2°, that of those who assert that the Invention 
was made at one place, and thence the use of the 
metal spread. In opposition to the first-mentioned as¬ 
sumption, is the fact that the bronze objects scattered 
over many regions show in their composition a con- 
siderable agreement, and, almost without exception, 
are composed of a mixture of nine parts copper and 
one part tin, as are by far the majority of those 
which are found in the countries lying between tho 
Caucasus and Portugal.. Even if the moisture of the 
earth and atmospheric influences affect the various 
components of the alloy in various ways, and apart of 
the copper is destroyed or altered, the bronze objects, 
as a whole, are affected in tho same way; and the ap¬ 
pearance of a very similar composition, in regions far 
removed from each other, points with convincing 
force io the conclusion that the invention of this 
mixture was made in one place, and its use was 
tlienee spread. Further, as to how bronze was in¬ 
troduced into Europe, we find also various opinions 
not very harmonious with each other. Some inves¬ 
tigators naturally claim that It was through the 
Phoenicians, of whom we know that in ancient time 
they carried on a trade extending over the whole 
Mediterranean, and that while Cyprus, one of the 


chief centres for coppor ore, —from this island cop¬ 
per (Latin, cuprum ) received Sts name,— lay in 
their immediate neighborhood, they passed in their 
voyages the Pillars of Hercules, and visited the * tin* 
island * (Great Britain). Fro»| the Phoenician trade- 
stations on the coast of the Mediterranean, among 
which the Maxellian colony (Marseilles) played an 
important part, trade-roads ip to the interior w ere 
probably built. Many Investigators suppose the 
spread of bronze was through commercial activity. 
Whether this view is true, is not easy to determine; 
since trade-settlements, which, as a rule, exert no, or 
at most only a transient, influence over the majority 
of the colonies and customs with which they come 
in contact, as soon as they cease to exist, can seldom 
be traced. The speaker, in his researches in Sicily, 
where, as is well known, the Carthaginians, also a 
people of Phoenician origin, were for a long time 
settled, could find no traces which indicated this 
settlement. Further, it is also well known that the 
trade supremacy which Pisa on the Mediterranean, 
and Genoa on the Black Sea, once exercised, lias left 
on the coasts bordering these seas no traces worth 
mentioning. But, supposing that bronze was scattered 
by the commerce of the Phoenicians, it by no moans 
proves that they were the inventors of this alloy. 
The speaker, on the whole, was much more inclined, 
with reservation of his decision, to place this inven¬ 
tion farther to the east, in central Asia. 

Besides the view just mentioned, which considers 
the commercial activity of the Phoenicians as the 
agent by which that advance in culture signalized 
by the use of metal implements was brought about, 
there is a theory lately advanced by Hochstetter, 
which deserves mention because it completely aban¬ 
dons the views formerly held. Hochstetter bases 
his assumptions on the discoveries in the grave# at 
Hal Is tad t (first described by Sacken), and on certain 
discoveries at Watsch (Camlola), which show an in¬ 
teresting similarity to the former. 1 From these data, 
Hochstetter traces the identity of bronze manufac¬ 
ture In Hallstadt and upper Italy, and comes to the 
conclusion that this manufacture originated with the 
Aryans, i*nd that the use of bronze* for weapons and 
vessels had been common among this people a long 
time before the Aryan races wandered from their 
Astatic home to Europe; while, at the same time, he 
denies the Etruscan origin of the findings at Hali- 
stadt, Watsch, and Eate, and assumes that the 
bronzes found in Italy, so far as they were not 
brought there by the Aryans inhabiting Italy, were 
imported from Greece. 

Against these conclusions, surprising by their nov¬ 
elty, Virchow asserts, that in case the Aryans, in 
their wanderings to the west, had taken bronze with 
them, we must expect to find traces of its use on the 
highways, which they presumably followed in *their 

i A sltula dag up at Watsch exhibit* the same decoration a# 
tho*# found at BaUatadt, and contains, among other things, a rep*, 
rcacntatlon of warriors, Who are equipped with four different 
kinds of helmets, such as may be reconstructed from the discov¬ 
eries at Hallstadt. Ohj wt* corresponding to the Watsch bronsee 
were found also In K»te {North Italy), 
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advance ; for example, In the valley of the Donau. 
Especially in regard to the Caucasus, his investigations 
in the region convinced him that no people already 
sufficiently civilized to employ metals could have 
passed over this range; and, on account of the geo¬ 
graphical relations, we must assume that the Aryan 
peoples first divided in central Asia, and separated 
widely along the northern coast of the Aral and Cas¬ 
pian seas, and then proceeded througlrmodern Iius- 
sla, where the characteristic bronzes are not found, 
4>r westward through Asia Minor. Once in Greece, 
it is highly probable that Italy was their next step. 
A fact brought forward by Hochstetter in support of 
his theory — viz., the lack ribbed bronzes, Mestea 
dieordonl — has proved a mistake.. A point of attack 
Js presented by the same investigator, in his assertion 
that the discoveries at Hallstadt do not date back of 
the second millenary before the Christian era, and 
immediately preceded the Tioman civilization; and 
that, at the time of the subjugation of Noricum by 
Home, the manufacture of bronze already existed. 

At the close of his address, Virchow merely touched 
upon other anthropological questions, and pointed 
opt that philology and archeology alone were not In 
condition to relieve the darkness which still con¬ 
cealed the invention and spread of bronze; and that 
somatic anthropology, i.e., the investigation of the 
physical constitution of the peoples under consider¬ 
ation, ns seen from the bones preserved to us, may 
here have a final word to say, and may, perhaps, 
answer the important question, whether the cultiva¬ 
tion of central Europe is to he traced to the influ¬ 
ence of two different families, or to only one, the 
Aryan. 


THE VEGETATION OF THE CARBO¬ 
NIFEROUS AGE* 

Much of the second decade of my life Was spent in 
the practical pursuit of geology In the field ; and 
throughout most of that period I enjoyed almost daily 
intercourse with William Smith, the father of Eng¬ 
lish geology. But, in later years, circumstances re¬ 
stricted my studies to the paleontological side of the 
science ; hence I was anxious that the council of 
the British association should place in this chair 
some one more familiar .than myself with the later 
developments of geographical geology* But my 
friend, Professor Bonney, failing to recognize the 
force of my objections, intimated to me that I might 
render some service to the association by placing be¬ 
fore you a sketch of the present state of our knowl¬ 
edge of the vegetation of the carboniferous age. 

This being a subject respecting which I have 
formed some definite opinions, I atn going to act 
upon the suggestion. To some this may savor of 
' * shop-talk; 1 but such is often the only talk which a 
man can indulge in intelligently: and to close his 

i Opening addrcMt before the section of geology of the BrttUh 
fltMxriatfon for the advi«K**raot)t of setooee. By Prof. W. 0. 
WtittAMflOKi LL.I>.» F.R.8., president of the section. From 
advance sheets kindly furnished by the editor ot Naturt. 


mouth on his special themes may compel him either 
to talk nonsense or to be silent. 

Whilst undertaking this task, I am alive to the 
difficulties which surround it, especially those arising 
from the wide differences of opinion amongst paleo- 
botanista on some fundamental points. On some of 
the most important of these there is a substantial 
agreement between the English ami German paleon¬ 
tologists. The dissentients are chiefly, though not 
entirely, to be found amongst those of France, who 
have, in my humble opinion, been unduly influenced 
by what is in itself a noble motive ; viz., a strong rev¬ 
erence for the vlew\s of their illustrious teacher, the 
lato Adolphe Brongninrt. Such a bndency speaks 
well for their hearts; though it may, in the.^e days of 
rapid scientific progress, seriously misload their heads. 
I shall, however, endeavor to put before you faith¬ 
fully the views entertained by my distinguished 
French friends, M. Renault, M. Grand-Eury, and the 
Marquis of Saporta, giving, at the same time, what I 
deem to be good reasons for not agreeing with them. 
I believe that many of our disagreements arise from 
geological differences between tho French carbonifer¬ 
ous strata and those in our own islands. There are 
some important types of carboniferous plants that 
appear to be much better represented amongst us than 
in Franco: hence we have, I believe, more abundant 
material than the French paleontologists possess, for 
arriving at sound conclusions respecting these plants. 
We have rich sources, supplying specimens in which 
the internal organization is preserved, in eastern 
Lancashire and western Yorkshire, Arran, Burnt¬ 
island, and other scattered localities: France has 
equally rich localities at Autun and at St. Etienne. 
But some important difference exists between these 
localities. The French objects are preserved In an 
impracticable siliceous matrix, extremely trouble¬ 
some to work, except in specimens of email size: 
ours, on the other hand, are chiefly embedded in a 
calcareous material, which, whilst It preserves the 
objects in au exquisite manner, does not prevent our 
dissecting examples of considerable magnitude. But, 
besides this, we are much richer in huge Lepidoden- 
droid and Biglllarian trees, with their Stigmarian 
roots, than the French are : hence we have a vast 
mass of material illustrating the history of these 
types of vegetation, in which they seem to be serious¬ 
ly deficient. ThU fact alone appears to me sufficient 
to account for many of the wide differences of opin¬ 
ion that exist between us, respecting these trees. My 
second difficulty springs out of the imperfect state of 
our knowledge of the subject. One prominent cause 
of this imperfection lies in the state in which our 
specimens are found. They are not only too fre¬ 
quently fragmentary, but most of those fragments 
only present the external forms of the objects. Now, 
mere external forms of fossil plants are somewhat like 
similarities of sound in the comparative study of lan¬ 
guages: they are too often unsafe guides. On the 
other hand, microscopic Internal organizations in 
the former subjects are like grammatical Indent!ties 
In the latter one: they indicate deep affinities that 
promise to guide the student safely to philosophical 
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conclusions. But the common state in which our 
fossil plants are preserved presents a source of error 
that is positive as well as negative. Most of those 
from our coal-measures consist of inorganic shale, 
sandstone, or ironstone, invested by a very thin layer 
of structureless coal. The surface of the inorganic 
substance is moulded Into some special form, depend¬ 
ent upon structural peculiarities of the living plants; 
which structures were sometimes external, some¬ 
times internal, and sometimes intermediate ones. 
Upon this inorganic cast we fifid the thin Aim of 
structureless coal, which, though of organic drigin, 
Is practically as inorganic as the clay or sandstone 
which it invests ; but its surface displays specific 
sculpturings, which are apt to be regarded as alwayB 
representing the outermost surface of the plant when 
living, whereas this is not always the case. That the 
coaly film Is a relic of the carbonaceous substance of 
the living plant is unquestionable ; but the thinnest 
of these films are often the sole remaining represen¬ 
tatives of structures that must originally have been 
many inches, and in some instances even many feet, 
in thickness. In such cases most of the organic ma¬ 
terial has been dissipated, and what little remains 
has often been consolidated in such a way that it Is 
merely moulded upon the sculptured inorganic sub¬ 
stance which it covers, and hence afford* no infor¬ 
mation respecting the exterior of the fossil when a 
living organism. It is, in my opinion, from speci¬ 
mens like these, that the smooth bark of the Calamite 
has been credited with a fluted surface, and the 
Trigonocarpons with a merely triangular exterior and 
a misleading name, as it long caused the inorganic 
casts known as Stemberglae to be deemed a strange 
form of plant, that had no representative amongst 
living types. In other cases the outermost surface 
of the bark is brought into close contact with the 
surface of the vascular cylinder. I have a Stigmaria 
In which the bases of the rootlets appear to be planted 
directly upon that cylinder, the whole of the thick 
intermediate hark having disappeared. In other ex¬ 
amples, that vascular zone has also gone, Thus the 
innermost and outermost surfaces of a cylinder, origi¬ 
nally many indies apart, are, through the disappear¬ 
ance of the Intermediate structures, brought Into 
close approximation. In such cases, leaves and other 
external appendages appear to spring directly from 
what Is merely an inorgauic cast of the interior of 
the pith. I believe that many of our Calamitcs are 
in this condition. Such examples have suggested 
the erroneous idea that the characteristic longitudi¬ 
nal fiutiugs belong to the exterior of the bark. 

FungL — Entering upon a more detailed review of 
our knowledge of the carboniferous plants, and com¬ 
mencing at the bottom of the scale, we come to the 
lowly group of the fungi, which are unquestionably 
represented by the Perouosporites antlquarius 1 of 
Worthington Smith. There seems little reason for 
doubting that this Is one of the phycomycetous fungi, 
possibly somewhat allied to the Saprolegnieae; but 
since we have, as yet, no evidence respecting its fructi¬ 
fication, these closer relationships must for the present 
* Memoir xt p. 299. 


remain undetermined. So far as I know, this Is the 
only fungus satisfactorily proved to exist in the car¬ 
boniferous rocks, unless the Exclpulltes Neesil of 
Goeppert, and one or two allied forms, belong to the 
fungoid group. The Polyporites Bowmannl is un¬ 
questionably a scale of a holoptychian fish. 

Algae ,—Numerous objects supposed to belong to 
tins family have been discovered In much older rocks 
than carboniferous ones. The subject is a thorny 
one. That marine plants of some kind must have 
existed simultaneously with the molluscous and other 
plant^eating animals of paleozoic times, is obviously 
indisputable; but what those plants were is another 
question. The widest differences of opinion exist 
in reference to many of them. A considerable num¬ 
ber of those recognized by Schlmper, Saporta, and 
other paleobotanists, are declared by Nathorst to be 
merely inorganic tracks of marine animals; and, in 
the case of many of these, I have little doubt that 
the Swedish geologist is right. Others have been 
shown to be imperfectly preserved fragments of 
plants of much higher organization than algae, 
branches of conifers even being included amongst 
them. I have, as yet, seen none of carboniferous age 
that could be indisputably identified with the famiiy 
of algae, though there are many that look like and 
may probably be such. The microscope alone can 
settle this question, though even this instrument 
fails to secure unity of opinion in the case of Daw¬ 
son’s Prototaxites; and no other of the supposed sea¬ 
weeds hitherto discovered have been sufficiently well 
preserved to bear the microscopic test: hence I think 
that their existence in carboniferous rocks can only 
be regarded as an unproven probability. Mere super¬ 
ficial resemblances do not satisfy the severe demands 
of modem science, and probabilities are an insuffi¬ 
cient foundation upon which to build evolutionary 
theories. 

Seeing what extremely delicate cell-structures are 
preserved In the carboniferous beds, It cannot appear 
other than strange that the few imperfect fungoid 
relics just referred to constitute the only terrestrial 
cellular cryptogams that have been discovered in the 
carboniferous strata. The Darwinian doctrine would 
suggest that these lower forms of plant-life ought to 
have abounded in that primeval age; and that they 
were capable of being preserved is proved by the 
numerous specimens met with in tertiary deposits. 
Why we do not find such in the paleozoic beds is 
still an unsolved problem. 

Vascular cryptogams . — The vascular cryptogams, 
next to be considered, burst upon us almost sudden¬ 
ly, and in rich profusion, during the Devonian age. 
They are equally silent in the Devonian and carbonif¬ 
erous strata as to their ancestral descent. 

interns. —The older taxonomic literature of paleo¬ 
zoic fern-life is, with few exceptions, of little scien¬ 
tific value. Hooker and others have uttered in vain 
wise protests against the system that has been pur* 
sued. Small fragments have had generic and specific 
names assigned to them, with supreme indifference 
to the study of morphological variability amongst 
living types. The undifferentiated tip of a terminal 
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pinnule has had its special name, whilst the more 
developed structures forming the lower part of a 
frond have supplied two or three more species. 
Then the distinct forms of the fertile fronds may 
have furnished additional ones, whilst a further cause 
of confusion is seen in the wide difference existing 
between a young, ha 1 Me v el oped seedling and the 
same plant at an advanced stage of its growth. Any 
one who has watched the development of a young 
Polypodium auremn can appreciate this difference. 
Yet, In the early stages of paleoutological research, 
observers could scarcely have acted otherwise than 
as they did, in assigning names to these fragments, 
If only for temporary working purposes. Our error 
lies In misunderstanding the true value of such 
names. At present the study of fossil ferns Is afford¬ 
ing some promise of a newer and healthier condition, 
We are slowly learning a little about the fructifica¬ 
tion of some species, and the internal organization 
of others. Facts of these kinds, cautiously Inter¬ 
preted, are surer guides than mere external contours. 
Unfortunately, such facts are, as yet, but few in 
number; and, when we have them, we are too often 
unable to Identify our detached sporangia, stems, and 
petioles, with the fronds of the plants to which they 
primarily belonged. 

That all the carboniferous plants included in the 
genera Pecopteris, NeuropterU, and Sphenopteris, are 
ferns, appears to be most probable; but what the true 
affinities of the objects included in these ill-defined * 
genera may be, is very doubtful. Here and there we ob¬ 
tain glimpses of a more definite kind. That the Devo¬ 
nian Palaeopterls hlbernicais an hymenophyllousform 
Appears to be almost certain; and, on corresponding 
grounds,we may conclude that the carboniferous forms, 
Sphenopteris trlchomanoides, S. Humboldt!!, 1 and 
Hymenophyilum Welssil, 3 belong to the sam« group. 
The fructification of the two latter leaves little room 
for doubting their position, wbiist the foliage of some 
other species of Sphenopteris is suggestive of similar 
conclusions; but, until their fructification is discov¬ 
ered, this cannot be determined. An elegant foi?n of 
Sphenopteris (8. tenella, Brong.; 8. lanceolata of Gut- 
bier), recently described by Mr. KidsOu of Stirling, 
abundantly justifies caution in dealing with these 
Sphenopterides. This plant possesses a true sphe- 
nopteroid foliage, but Its fructification is that of a 
marattlaceous dan aid. The sporangia are elongated 
vertically, and have the round terminal aperture of 
both the recent and fossil Danaiae, —* a group of plants 
far removed from the hymenophyllaceous type of 
sphenopterid already referred to. 

Whether or not this Sphenopteris was really rnarat- 
tiaceous in other features than In its fructification, is 
uncertain; but I think that we have indisputably got 
stems and petioles of Marattiaceee from the carbo¬ 
niferous strata. My friend M. Renault, and I, without 
being aware of the fact, simultaneously studied the 
MeduUosa elegans of Colta. This plant was long 
regarded as the stem of a true monocotyledon, — a 
decision the accuracy of which was doubted first by 
Brongniart, and afterwards by Binney. M. Renault's 
* Sehiraper, vot. 1, p. 408. * Ibid,, p. 415. 


memoir, and my part vli., appeared almost simulta¬ 
neously. We then found that we had alike deter¬ 
mined the supposed monocotyledon to be not only a 
fern, but to belong to the peculiarly aberrant group 
of the Marattiaccae. As yet we know nothing of its 
foliage and fructification. 

M. Grand-Eury has figured 1 a remarkable series 
of ferns from the coal-measures of the basin of the 
Loire, the sporangia of which exhibit marked resem¬ 
blances to those of the Maraltiaceae. This is espe¬ 
cially the case with his specimens of Asterothoca and 
Scoleeopteris, 2 as fijsowitli his Pecopteris Marattlae- 
theca, P. Augiotheca, and P. Danaeaetheca; but there 
is some doubt as to the dehiscence of the sporangia 
of these plants: hence their marattlaceous character 
is not absolutely established. 

That the coal-measures contain the remains of aiv 
borescent ferns has long been known, especially from 
their abundance at Aut.un. In Lancashire I have 
only met with the stems or petioles of one species 
preserving their Internal organization. 8 The Bev. H* 
H. Higgins obtained stems that appear to have been 
tree-ferns from Ravenhead, in Lancashire; and it is 
probable that most of the plants included in the gen¬ 
era Psaronlns, Caulopterls, and Protopteris, are also 
tree-ferns. 

There yet remains another remarkable group of 
ferns, the sporangia of which are known to us through 
the researches of M. Renault. In these the fertile 
pinnules are more or less completely transmuted into 
small clusters of oblong sporangia. In one case, M. 
Renault believes that he has identified these organs 
with a stem or petiole of a type not uncommon at 
Oldham and Halifax, belonging to Cord a’s genus 
Zygopteris. Renault has combined this with some 
others to constitute his group of Botryopteriddes, an 
altogether extinct and generalized type. This review 
shows, that whilst forms identifiable with the Hyme- 
nophyllacaae and Marattiaceae existed in the carbonif¬ 
erous epoch, and we find here and there traces of 
affinities with some other more recent types, most 
of the carboniferous ferns are generalized primeval 
forms, which only become differentiated Into later 
ones In the slow progress of time. 

rJEquUetaceae and Asterophylltteae ( Brongniart }, 
Calamariae { Endlicher ), Equiaetineae (Schtmper), — 
Confusion culminates in the history of this variously 
named group: hence the subject is a most difficult 
one to treat in a concise way. The confusion began 
when Brongniart separated the plants contained In 
the group into two divisions, one of which {Equlsd* 
taods) he Identified with the living equlsetuws, and 
the other (Astdrophyllltdes) he regarded as being 
gymnospermons dicotyledons. To Schhnper belongs 
the merit, as I believe it to be, of steadily resisting 
this division; nevertheless, palcobotanists are still 

* Flore carbonlffcre du Department de la Loire et du centre de 
la Franoe, 

* Aon. tit,, tab. vllt., figs. 1-6* 

* Psarontus Renault!I, Memoir vll„ p.10; and Memoir xli., pi. 
Ir.'i fly. IS. The*© and other similar reference# are to my aeries 
of memoir* on the organisation of the fossil plants of the coal- 
measures, published In the Philosophical transactions. 



$32 


SCIENCE, 


rVoi~ IL, Nb.87. 


separated into two schools on the subject. Dawson, 
Renault, Grand-Eury, and Saporta adhere to the 
Brongnlartlan idea; whilst the British and German 
paleontologists hare always adopted the opposite 
view, rejecting the .idea that any of these plants 
were other than cryptogams, 

A fundamental feature of the entire group is in 
the faet that their foliar appendages, however mor¬ 
phologically and physiologically modified, are arranged 
In nodal verticils. This appears to be the only char¬ 
acteristic which the plants possess in common. 

Catamites and Calamodendron .— In his ‘ Prodrome ’ 
(1828), and in his later ‘Vdgdtaux fosslles,’ Bron¬ 
gniart adopted the former of thefe generic names as 
previously employed by Suckow, Schlotheim, Stern¬ 
berg, and Artis, It was only In his 4 Tableau des genres 
do v^gdtaux fossUes 1 (Dictionnalre universel d’his- 
toire natUTelle, 1849) that he divided the genus, Intro¬ 
ducing the second name to represent what he believed 
to be the gymnospermous division of the group. A 
long series of investigations, extending over many 
years, has convinced me that no such gymnospermous 
type exists. 1 The same conclusion has more recently 
been arrived at by Vom c. M. T). Stur,* after studying 
many continental examples in which structure is 
preserved. What I regard as an error appears to 
have had an Intelligible origin, — the fertile source of 
similar errors in other groups. 

Nearly all the Calamiteau fossils found In shales 
and sandstones consist of an Inorganic, superficially 
fluted substance, coated over with a thin film of 
structureless coal (see 4 Hlstoire des vdgtflaux fossiles,’ 
vol. 1. pi. 22); the latter being exactly moulded upon 
and following the outlines of the inorganic fluted cast 
that underlies it, Brongulart, and those who adopt 
his views, believe that the external surface of this 
coal-film exactly represents the corresponding exter¬ 
nal surface of the original plant: hence the conclu¬ 
sion was arrived at, that the plant had a very large 
central fistular cavity, surrounded by a very thin layer 
of cellular and vascular tissues, as in some living 
equlsetums. On the other hand, Brongniart also 
obtained some specimens of what he primarily be¬ 
lieved to be Calamltes, In which the central pith was 
surrounded by a thick layer of woody tissue arranged 
in radiating laminated wedges, separated by medul¬ 
lary rays. The exogenous structure of this woody 
rone was too obvious to escape his practised eye. 
But, not supposing it possible that any cryptogam 
could possess a cambium-layer and an exogenous 
mode of development, Brongniart came to the con¬ 
clusion that the thin-walled specimens found in the 
shales and sandstones were true Equisetacoae, those 
with the thick, woody cylinders being mere ex¬ 
ogens of another type. His conclusion that they 
were gymnosperms was a purely hypothetical one, 
since justified by no one feature of their organ na¬ 
tion. 

My researches, based upon a vast number of speci¬ 
mens of all sizes, from minute twigs little more than 
the thirtieth of an inch in diameter to thick stems 

> Memoir* I., lx., and xll. 

1 Zin morpholep dor calamarlen. 


* at least thirteen Inches across, led me to the conclu¬ 
sion that we have but one type of calami te, and that 
the differences which "misled Brongniart are merely 
due to variations in the mode of their preservation. 1 
It became clear to me that the outer surface of the 
coaly film in the specimens preserved in the shales 
and sandstones did not represent the outer surface 
of the living plant, but was only a fractional remuant 
of the carbon of that plant, which had undergone a 
complete metamorphosis. The greater part of what 
originally existed had disappeared, probably in a gas¬ 
eous state; and the little that remained, displaying no 
organic structure, had been moulded upon the under¬ 
lying inorganic cast qf the medullary cavity . This 
cast is always fluted longitudinally, and constructed 
transversely at intervals of varying lengths. Both 
these features were due to Impressions made by the 
organism upon the inorganic sand or mud filling the 
medullary cavity whilst It was in a plastic state, and 
which subsequently became more or less hardened; 
the longitudinal grooves being caused by the pressure 
of the inner angles of the numerous longitudinally, 
vascular wedges, and the transverse ones partly by 
the remains of a cellular nodal diaphragm which 
crossed the fistular medullary cavity, and partly by 
a centripetal encroachment of the vascular zone at 
each of the same points. 4 

My cabinets contain an enormous number of sec¬ 
tions of these plants, in which the minutest details of 
their organization are exquisitely preserved. These 

# specimens, as already observed, show their structure 
in every stage of their growth,— from the minutest 
twigs, to stems more than a foot in diameter. Yet 
these various examples are all, without a solitary ex¬ 
ception, constructed upon one common plan. That 
plan is an extremely complicated one, —far too com¬ 
plex to make it in the slightest degree probable that 
It could co-exist in two such very different orders of 
plants as the Equtaetaceae and the Gyranospermae. 
Yet, though very complex, it is, even In many of its 
minuter details, unmistakably the plan upon which 
the living equiaetums are constructed. The resem¬ 
blances are too clear, as well as too remarkable, in my 
mind, to leave room for any doubt on this point. 
The great differences are only such as necessarily 
resulted from the gradual attainment of the arbores¬ 
cent form so unlike the lowly herbaceous one of their 
living representatives. On the other hand, no living 
gymnosperm possesses an organization that fa any 
solitary feature resembles that of the so-called Oula- 
modendra. The two have absolutely nothing In 
common: hence the conclusion that these Calamo- 
dendra were gymnospermous plants is as arbitrary an 
assumption as could possibly be forced upon science, 
— an assumption that no arguments derived from the 
merely external aspects of structureless specimens 
could ever induce me to accept. 

These Calamltes exhibit'a remarkable morphologi¬ 
cal characteristic, which presents itself to us here 
for the first time, but which we shall find recurs in 
other paleozoic forms. Some of our French bo tan 1- 

1 Memoir* t. and U. 

a Hee Memoir l f , pJ, xxJv., fig. 10: and pi. xxvK, tig. 24. 
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cal friends group the various structures contained in 
plants into several * apparells,’ 1 distinguished by the 
functions which those structures have to perform. 
Amongst others, we find the * apparel 1 de soutlens,’ 
embracing those hard, woody tissues which may be 
regarded as the supporting skeleton of the plants and 
the ‘apparel! conducteur/ which M. van Tieghem 
describes as composed of two tissues, —'Me tlssu 
cribM qui transpose essentiellement les mature* In¬ 
solubles, et le tlssu vasculaire qui conduit l’eaueties 
substances d issoutea .-’ 9 Without discussing the scien¬ 
tific limits of this definition, it suffices for my pres¬ 
ent purpose. In nearly all flowering plants these two 
*appareil$\are more or less blended. The support¬ 
ing Wood-cells are intermingled in varying degrees 
with the sap-conducting vessels. It is so, even in the 
lower gymnosperms; and in the higher ones these 
wood-cells almost entirely replace the vessels. It is 
altogether otherwise with the fossil cryptogams. The 
vascular cylinder in the interior of the Calamttes, for 
example, consists wholly of barred vessels, a slight 
modification of the scalari/orm type so common in all 
cryptogams. No trace of the ’appareil de soutlens’ 
is to be found amongst them. The vessels are, in the 
most definite sense, the ‘appareils conducteurs’ of 
these plants. No such absolutely undifferentiated 
unity of tissue Is to be found in any living plants 
other than cryptogams. 

But these Calamity, when living, towered high 
into the air. My friend and colleague, Professor Boyd 
Dawkins, recently assisted me in measuring one 
found in the roof of the Moorside colliery, near Ash- 
tomunder-Lyne, by Mr. George Wild, the very intelli¬ 
gent manager of that and some neighboring collieries. 
The flattened specimen ran obliquely along the roof, 
each of its two extremities passing out of sight, bury¬ 
ing themselves in the opposite sides of the mine. Yet 
the portion which we measured was thirty feet long; 
Its diameter being six inches at one end, and four 
Inches and a half at the other. The mean length of 
its internodes at its broader end was three inches, 
and at its narrower one an Inch and a half. What 
the real thickness of this specimen was when all its 
tissues were present, we have no means of judging; 
but the true diameter of the cylinder represented by 
the fossil when uncompressed has been only four 
inches at one end of the thirty feet, and two inches 
and a half at the other. Whatever its entire diam¬ 
eter when living, the vascular cylinder of this stem 
must have been at once tall and slender, and conse¬ 
quently must have required some 'apparell de sou- 
tlen 9 such as its exogenous vascular zone did not 
supply. This was provided in a very early stage of 
growth by the introduction of a second cambium- 
layer Into the bark; which, though reminding us of 
the cork-cambium in ordinary exogenous stems, pro¬ 
duced, not cork, but prosenebymatous cells. 9 In Its 
youngest state, the bark of the Catamites was a very 
loose cellular parenchyma; but In the older stems 
much of this parenchyma became enclosed in the pro- 
senchymatous tissue referred to, and which appears 

1 Van Tiegbwn, Troitf de botarique, p. 679. 

* Memoir ix ,, pi, xx., ftg*. U, 18,19, and 20, 


to have constituted the greater portion of the ma¬ 
tured bark. The sustaining skeleton of the plant, 
therefore, was a hollow cylinder, developed contrifu- 
gaily on the inner side of an enclosing eambUim- 
zone. That this cambium-zone must have had some 
protective periderm externa! to it, is obvious; but I 
have not yet discovered what it was like. We shall 
And a similar cortical provision for supporting lofty 
cryptogamous stems In the Lepidodendra and Sigil- 
1 aria 8. 

The carboniferous rocks have furnished a large 
number of plants having their foliage arranged in 
verticals, and which* have had a variety of generic 
names assigned to them. Such are Asterophyllites, 
Spbenophylluin, Annularla, Bechera, Hippurltes, and 
Schizoneura. Of these genera, Sphenophyllum is 
distinguished by the small number of Its wedge- 
shaped leaves ; and the structure of its stems has been 
described by M, Renault. Annularla is a peculiar 
form, in which the, leaves forming each verticil, in¬ 
stead of being all planted at the same angle tipon the 
central stem, are flattened obliquely nearly in the 
plane of the stem itself. Asterophyllites differ* from 
Sphenophyllum chiefly In the larger number and in 
the linear form of its leaves. Some stems of this 
type have virtually the same structure 1 as those of 
Sphenophyllum,— a structure which differs widely 
from that of the Calamites, and of which, consequent¬ 
ly, these plants cannot constitute the leaf-bearing 
branches. But there is little doubt that true cala¬ 
mi tean branches have been Included in the genus 
Asterophyllites. I have specimens, for which I am 
indebted to Dr. Dawson, which I should unhesitat¬ 
ingly have designated Asterophyllites but for my 
friend’s positive statement that he detached them 
from stems of a calamitc. Of the internal organiza¬ 
tion of the stems of the other genera named, we know 
nothing. 

It Is a remarkable fact, that notwithstanding the 
number of young calamitean shoots that we have ob¬ 
tained from Oldham and Halifax, in which the struc¬ 
ture is preserved, we have not met with one with the 
leaves attached. This is apparently due to the fact 
that most of the specimens are decorticated ones. 
Wo have a sufficient number of corticated specimens 
to show us what the bark was, but such specimens 
are not common. They clearly prove, however, thftt 
their bark had a smooth, and not a furrowed, exter¬ 
nal surface. 

There yet remains for consideration the numerous 
reproductive stroblli, generally regarded as belonging 
to plants of this class, Equlsctinae. We find some 
of these strobiU associated with stems and foliage of 
known types, as in Sphenophyllum ;’** but we know 
nothing of the internal organization of these sphe- 
nophylidid stroblli. We have stroblli connected with 
stems and foliage of Annularla," but we are equally 
ignorant of the organization of these. So far as that 

1 M«motr, part v. t pi. h-v.; and part lx., pi. xxh, ttg. 82. 

* Leaqooreux, Coal flora of Pennsylvania, pi. II., flg. 687. 

;1 T r ebrr dl« fruchUihren voft Annularla sphonophylloMos, 
Von T. Btorfcel. Zelbmbr. d. deotachon gcolog. geaellMbtfr., 
Jahrg. 1682. 
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organization can be ascertained from Sterzel’s speci¬ 
men, it seems to have alternating sterile and fertile 
bracts, 'with the sporangia of the latter arranged In 
fours, as in Cal aroos tech ys, 1 On the other hand, we 
are now very famlUar with the structure of the Gala- 
mo^t&chys Binneana, the prevalent strobUus in the 
calcareous nodules found in the lower coal-measures 
of Lancashire and Yorkshire, It has evidently been 
a sessile spike, the axial structures of which were 
trlmerous 2 (rarely tetramerous), having a cellular 
medulla in its centre. Its appendages were exact 
multiples of those numbers. Of the plant to which it 
belonged we know nothing. On the other hand, we 
haye examples supposed to be of the same genus, as 
C. paniculate 8 and C. polyslachya, 4 united to stems 
yvlth asterophyllltean leaves; but whether or not these 
fruits have the organization of C, Binneana, we are 
unable to say, 

We are also acquainted with the structure of the 
two fruits belonging to the genera Bruckwannia 5 and 
yolkmannla. 6 This latter term has long been very 
vaguely applied. 

There still remain the genera Stachannularla, 
Pal ae os techy a, Macrostachya, Clngularla, Huttonia, 
and Calamitina, all of which have the phyllomes of 
their strobili fertile and sterile, arranged in verticils, 
and some of them display asterophyllltean foliage. 
But these plants are only known from structureless 
impressions. That all these curious spore-bearing 
organisms have close affinities with the large group 
of the equiseturns cannot be regarded as certain; but 
several of them undoubtedly have peculiarities of 
structure suggestive of relations with the Oalamltes, 
This is especially observable in the longitudinal 
canals found in the central axis of each type, appar¬ 
ently identical with what I have designated the in- 
ternodal canals of the Calamite». T Tbe position and 
structure of their vascular bundles suggest the same 
relationship, whilst In many the position of tbe spo¬ 
rangia and sporanglophores is eminently equiseti- 
form. Renault’s Bruckmannla Orand-Kuryi and B. 
Becaisnel, and a strobUus which I described in 1870/ 
exhibit these calamttean affinities very distinctly. 

One strobUus which I described in 1880 s must not 
be overlooked. As is well known, all the living forms 
of esquisetaceous plants are isosporous. We only 
discover heterosporous vascular cryptogams amongst 
the Lycopodlaceae and the Rhizoearpae. My strobi- 
lus is Identical, in every detailed feature of its organ¬ 
ization, with the common Calamostachys Binneana, 

1 M. Renault has described a strobile* under the namo ot An* 
imteria kmglfojia, but which appear# to me very dletJwot from 
that genua, 

* It la an intereetlngfaet, that tronavensection* of the strobili 
of Lycopodium alptnum exhibit a similar trlmerous arrange¬ 
ment, though differing widely In tbe positions of Its sporangia. 

* Wriss, Abbandlungeo xur geologlschon specialkarto von 
1‘reussen und TbUrinaisclien lenten, uvf. xiii., t|g I. 

* /item, taf. xvl. f tigs, 1, 2. 

* Renault, Aunale* de sciences natureliea, bot,, tomu 111., 

pi. HI. v ' 

* /efcm.pl.U. * Memoir t. 

* Memoirs of the literary and philosophical society of Man¬ 
chester, 3d series, vol, iv. p. 24a. 

« Memoir xl„ pi. Uv„ flgs, 23,24. 


excepting that it is heterosporous; having microspores 
in its upper, and macrospores in Its lower part,—a 
state of things suggestive of some link between the 
EquUetinae and the heterosporous Lycopodiaceae. 

Lycopodlaceae. — This branch of my subject sug¬ 
gests memories of a long conflict, which, though it is 
virtually over, still leaves here and there the ground- 
swell of a stormy past. At the meeting of the Brit¬ 
ish association at Liverpool, in 1870,1 first announced 
that a thick, secondary, exogenous growth of vascu¬ 
lar tissue existed In the stems of many carboniferous 
cryptog&mic plants, especially in tbe calami tean and 
lepidodendroid forms. But at that time the ideas 
of M. Brongnlart were so entirely in the ascendant, 
that my notions were rejected by every botanist pres¬ 
ent. Though the illustrious French paleontologist 
knew that such growths existed in Sigtllariae and in 
what he designated Calamodendra, he concluded, that, 
de facto t such plants could not be cryptogams. Time, 
however, works wonders. Evidence has gradually 
accumulated, proving, that, *wilh the conspicuous 
exception of the ferns, nearly every carboniferous 
cryptogam was capable of developing such zones of 
secondary growth. The exceptional position of the 
ferns still appears to be as true as it wab when I first 
proclaimed their exceptional character at Liverpool, 
At that time I was under the impression that the 
secondary wood was only developed In such plants 
as attained to arboreal dimensions; but I soon after¬ 
wards discovered that it occurred equally In many 
small plants Uke Sphenophyllum, Asterophyllites, and 
other diminutive types. 

After thirteen years of persevering demonstration, 
these views, at first so strongly opposed, have found 
almost universal acceptance; nevertheless, there still 
remain some few who believe them to be erroneous 
ones. In the later stages of this discussion the 
botanical relations subsisting between Lepidoden- 
dron, Slgillarla, and Stigmarla, have been the chief 
themes of debate. In this country we regard the 
conclusion, that Stigmarla Is not only a root, but the 
root alike of Lepidodendron and Slgillarla, as settled 
beyond all dispute. Nevertheless, E Renault and 
M. Grand-Eury believe that it is frequently a leaf¬ 
bearing rhizome, from which aerial stems are sent 
upwards. I am satisfied that there U not a shadow 
of foundation for such a belief. The same authors, 
along with their distinguished countryman the Mar¬ 
quis de Saporta, believe with Brongniarb that it is 
possible to separate Slgillarla widely from Lepido¬ 
dendron. They leave the latter plant amongst the 
lycopods, and elevate the former to the rank of a 
gymnospermous exogen. I have in vain demon¬ 
strated the existence of a large series of specimens 
of the same species of plant, young states of which 
display ail the essential features Of structure which 
they believe to characterise Lepidodendron; whilst, 
in Its progress to maturity, every stage iu the devel¬ 
opment of the secondary wood, regarded by them 
as characteristic of a SigiUarla, can be followed step 
by step. 1 Nay, more. My cabinet contains speci¬ 
mens of young dichotomottsly branching twigs, on 
1 Memoir xt„ pistes xtvH. - Hi. 
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which one of the two dlveigtng branches has only 
the centripetal cylinder of the Lepldodendron, whilst 
the other has begun to develop the secondary wood 
of the Sigillarla. 1 

The distinguished botanist of the Institut, Ph. van 
Tleghem, has recently paid some attention to the 
con elusions adopted by his three countrymen in this 
controversy, and has made an important advance 
upon those conclusions, in what I believe to be the 
right direction. He recognizes the lycopodiaceous 
character of the Siglllariae, and their close relations 
to the Lepidodendra; 3 and he also accepts my demon¬ 
stration of the unipolar, and consequently lycopo¬ 
diaceous, character of the fibro-vascular bundle of 
the stigmarian rootlet, — a peculiarity of structure of 
which M. Renault has hitherto denied the existence. 
But along with these recognitions of the accuracy of 
my conclusions, he gives fresh currency to several of 
the old errors relating to parts of the subject to which 
he has not yet given personal attention. Thus be 
considers that the Siglllariae, though closely allied 
to the Lepidodendra, are distinguished from them by 
possessing the power of developing the ceutrlfugal or 
exogenous zone, of vascular tissue already referred 
to. He characterizes the Lepidodendra as having 
4 ten aeul bol s centripHe,' notwithstanding the absolute 
demonstrations to the contrary contained in my Me¬ 
moir xi. Dealing with the root of Slglllaria, which in 
Great Britain, at least, is the well-known Stlgmarla fi- 
coides,following Renault, he designates it a 1 rhizome/ 
limiting the term ‘root* to what we designate the 
rootlets. He says, “Le rhizome des sigillaires ala 
raflme structure que la fclge aSrienne, avec des bols 
prltnaires tantOt isotea k la pdriphdrie de la moelle, 
tantdt confluents au centre et en un ax plain; settle¬ 
ment les fasceaux llbdro-ligneux secondaires y sont 
sdpards par de plus larges rayons,” etc. 

Now, Stlgmarla, being a root, and not a rhizome, 
contains ho representative of the primary wood of 
the stem. This latter is, as even M, Brongniart so 
correctly pointed out long ago, the representative of 
the medullary sheath; and the fibro-vascular bundles 
which it gives off are all foliar ones, as is the case 
with the bundles given off by this sheath in all ex¬ 
ogenous plants. But in the Lepidodendra and SJgil- 
lariae, as in all living exogens, it is not prolonged 
into the root. In the latter, as might be expected 
a priori, we only And the secondary or exogenous 
vascular zone. Having probably theiargest collection 
of sections of Stigmariae In the world, I speak un¬ 
hesitatingly on these points. M. van Tleghem further 
says, 44 La tige adrienne part d’un rhizome rameux 
trfcs-ddveloppd nommd Stlgraaria, sur lequel s’fnsferent 
h la fois de petites feuiiies et 4es racines parfoU 
dichotomies.” I have yet to see a solitary fact justi¬ 
fying the statement that leaves are intermingled with 
the rootlets of Stigmaria. The statement rests upon 
an entire misinterpretation of sections of the fibro- 
vasenlar bundles supplying those rootlets, and an 
Ignorance of the nature and positions of the rootlets 
themselves. More than forty years have elapsed 
„since John Eddowes Bowman first demonstrated that 

* Memoir xi., pi. xtlx., flg. S. » TreHS <fo botanlque, p. 304. 


the Stigmariae were true roots; and every subsequent 
British student has confirmed Bowman’s accurate 
determination. 

M. Lesquereux informs me that his American ex¬ 
periences have convinced him that Sigillaria is Jyco- 
podiaceous. Dr. Dawson has now progressed so far 
in the same direction as to believe that there exists 
a series of sigtilarian forms which link the Lepido¬ 
dendra on the one hand with the gymnospermous 
exogens on the other. As an evolutionist, I am pre¬ 
pared to accept the, possibility that such links may 
exist* They certainly do, so far as the union of 
Lepldodendron with Sigillaria is concerned. I have 
not yet seen any from the higher part of the chain 
that are absolutely satisfactory to me, but Dr. Daw¬ 
son thinks that he has found such. I may add, that 
Schimper and the younger German school have always 
associated Sigillaria with the Lycopodiaceae; but 
there are yet other points under discussion connected 
with these fossil lycopods. 

M. Renault affirms that some forms of Halonia 
are subterranean rhizomes, and the late Mr. Binney 
believed that Haloniae were the roots of Lepido- 
dendron. I am not acquainted with a solitary fact 
justifying either of these suppositions, and unhesi¬ 
tatingly reject them. We have the clearest evi¬ 
dence that some Haloniae, at least, are true terminal, 
and, as I believe, strobilus-bearing, branches of vari¬ 
ous lepidodendroid plants; and 1 Bee no reason 
whatever for separating Halonia regularis from those 
whose fruit-bearing character is absolutely deter¬ 
mined. Its branches, like the others, are covered 
throughout their entire circumference, and in the 
most regularly symmetrica] manner, with leaf-scars, 
—a feature wholly incompatible with the idea of the 
plant being either a root or a rhizome. M. Renault 
has been partly led astray In this matter by misinter¬ 
preting a figure of a specimen published by the late 
Mr. Binney. That specimen being now in the mu¬ 
seum of Owens college, we are able to demonstrate 
that It has none of the features which M. Renault 
assigns to it. 

The large, round or oval, disticbously arranged 
scars of Ulodendron have long stimulated discussion 
as to their nature. This, too, Is now a well-under¬ 
stood matter. Lindley and Hutton long ago sug¬ 
gested that they wore scars whence cones had been 
detached,—a conclusion which was subsequently 
sustained by Dr. Dawson and Schimper, 1 and which 
structural evidence led me also to support. The 
matter was set at rest by Mr. d’ Arcy Thompson’s dis¬ 
covery of specimens with the stroblli in situ. Only 
a small central part of the conspicuous cicatrix char¬ 
acterizing the genus represented the area of organic 
union of the cone to the stem. The greater part of 
that cicatrix has been covered with foliage, which, 
owing to the shortness of the cone-bearing branch, 
was compressed by the base of the cone. The large 
size of many of these biserial cicatrices on old stems 
has been due to the considerable growth of the stem 
subsequently to the fall of the cone. 

Our knowledge of the terminal branches of the 
» Memoir ih, p. 322. 
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large-ribbed Slgillarlae is still very Imperfect. Paleon¬ 
tologists who have Urged the separation of the Sigil- 
larlae from the Lepldodendra have attached weight to 
the difference between the longitudinally ridged and 
furrowed external bark of the former plants, along 
which ridges the leaf-scars are disposed in vertical 
lines, and the diagonally arranged scars of Lepldo- 
dendron. They have also dwelt upon the alleged 
absence of branches from the sigiHarlan stems. 1 
think that their mistake, so far as the branching is 
concerned, has arisen from their expectation that 
the branches must necessarily have had the same 
vertically grooved appearance and longitudinal ar¬ 
rangement of the leaf-scars as they observed \A the 
more aged trunks: hence they have probably seen 
the branches of Sigillariae without recognizing them. 
Personally, I believe this to have been the case. I 
further entertain the belief, that the transition from 
the vertical phyllotaxis, or leaf-arrangement, of the 
sigillarlan leaf-scars, to the diagonal one of the Lepl¬ 
dodendra, will ultimately be found to be effected 
through the subgenus Favularla, in many of which 
the diagonal arrangement becomes quite as conspicu¬ 
ous as the vertical one. This la the case even in 
Brongniart’s classic specimen of SiglUaria elegaus, 
long the only fragment of that genus known, which 
preserved Its internal structure. The fact Is, the 
shape of the leaf-scars, as well as their proximity to 
each other, underwent great changes as lepidoden- 
drold and siglllarian stems advanced from youth to 
age. Thus Presl’s genus Bergeria was based on 
forms of lepidodendrold scars which we now find 
on the terminal branches of unmistakable lephlo- 
dendra. 1 The phyllotaxis of Bigillaria, of the type 
of 8. occulata, passes by Imperceptible gradations 
into that of Favularia. In many young branches the 
leaves were densely crowded together; but the. ex¬ 
ogenous development of the Interior of the stem, and 
its consequent growth both In length and thickness, 
pushed these scars apart at the same time that it in¬ 
creased their size and altered their shape. We see 
precisely the same effects produced upon the large 
fruit-scars of Ulodendron by the same causes. The 
carboniferous lycopods were mostly arborescent; but 
some few dwarf forms, apparently like the modem 
Selftglnellae, have been found In the Saarbriicken 
coal-fields. Many, If not all, the arborescent forms' 
produced secondary wood by means of a cambium- 
layer, as they Increased in age. In the case of some 
of them, 3 this was done in a very rudimentary man¬ 
ner; nevertheless, sufficiently so to demonstrate what 
is essential to the matter, viz., the existence of a 
cambium-layer producing 4 centrifugal growth of sec¬ 
ondary vascular tissue.' 

As already pointed out in the case of the Calamltes, 
the vascular axis of these Lepldodendra was purely 
an ‘appareil conduclour/ unmixed with any wood- 
cells: hence the *apparetl de soutien* had to be sup¬ 
plied elsewhere. This was done as in the Calamites: 
a thick, persistent, hypodermal zone of meristem* 

* See Memoir xli., pi. xxxtv. 

* K. g. L. Uaroourtll, Memoir ix., pi, xlix,, fig. 11. 

f Memoir ix., pi. xxv., figs. 93, 04, 08, 99,100, ami 101. 


developed a layer of'prismatic prosenchyma of enor¬ 
mous thickness, 1 which incased the softer structures 
In a strong cylinder of self-supporting tissue. We 
have positive evidence that the fructification of many 
of these plants was in the form of lmterosporous 
stroblli. Whether or not such was the case with all 
the Lepldostrobi, we are yet unable to determine; 
but the Incalculable myriads of their macrospores, 
seen in so many coals, afford clear evidence that the 
heterosporous types must have preponderated vastly 
over all others. 

Gymnoeperma . — Our knowledge of this part of the 
carboniferous vegetation has made great progress dur¬ 
ing the last thirty years. This progress began with 
my own discovery 9 that all our British Dadcxylons 
possessed what Is termed a discoid pith, such as 
we see in the white jasmine, some of the American 
hickories, and several other plants. At the same time, 

I demonstrated that most of our objects hitherto 
known as ArtUlas and Sternbergias were merely 
inorganic casts of these discoid medullary cavities. 
Further knowledge of this genus seems to suggest 
that it was not only the oldest of the true conifers in 
point of time, but also one of the lowest of the conif¬ 
erous types. 

Vycads. — The combined labors of Grand-Eury, 
Brongnlart, and Renault, have revealed the unexpect¬ 
ed predominance in some localities of a primitive but 
varied type of cycadean vegetation. Observers have 
long been familiar with certain seeds known as Trig- 
onocarpons and CardlocArpons, and with large leaves 
to which the name of Noeggerathla was given by 
Sternberg. AH these seeds and leaves have, been 
tossed from family to family at the caprice of differ¬ 
ent classifiers, but, in all cases, without much knowl¬ 
edge on which to base their detertnlnatlonsu The 
rich mass of material disinterred by M. Grand-Eury 
at St. Etienne, and studied by Brongnlart and M. 
Renault, has thrown a flood of light upon some of 
these objects, which now prove to be primeval types 
of cycadean vegetation, 

Mr. Peach’s discovery of a specimen demonstrating 
that the Anthollthes Pitcalrnlae* of Lindley and 
Hutton was not only, as these authors anticipated, 

4 the inflorescence of some plant,’ but that its seeds 
were the well-known Cardiocarpons, was the first link 
in an important chain of new evidence. Then fol¬ 
lowed the rich discoveries at St. Etienne, where a 
profusion of seeds, displaying wonderfully their inter¬ 
nal organization, was brought to light by the energy 
of M. Grand-Eury; which seeds M. Brongnlart soon 
pronounced to be cycadean. At the same time I 
was obtaining many similar seeds from Oldham and 
Burntisland, in which, also, the minute organiza- 

* Memoir xl., pi. xivlH., fig. 4//'/ Memoir 11., pi. xxlx,* fig. - 
43 k; Memoir 111., pi, xliil., fig. IT. 

9 On the structure and afllnltlr h of tho plant* hitherto known at 
Sternberg!*#. Memoir# of the literary and philosophical society' 
of Manchester, 1861. M. Renault, In his Smicturc'oornparfa do 
qnetques tiges de la llore carbonlffere, p, 386, lias erroneously at¬ 
tributed this discovery to Mr. Dawes, including my illustration 
from the jasmlhe and juglana. Mr. Dawes’ explanation was a 
very different one. 

:t Kowsil flora, p. 82. 
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tion was preserved* Dawson, Newberry, and Les- 
qucreux have also shown that many species of similar 
seeds, though with no traces of internal structure, 
occur in the coal-measures of North America* 

Equally important was the further discovery by M. 
Grand-Eury, that the Anthollthes, with their cardl- 
ocarpoid seeds, were but one form of the monocli- 
nous catkin-like inflorescences of the Noeggerathiae, 
now better known by Unger’s name of Cordaites. 
These investigations suggest some important con¬ 
clusions. 1°. The vast number and variety of these 
cycadean seeds, as well as the enormous size of some 
of them, are remarkable, showing the existence of an 
abundant and important carboniferous vegetation, 
of most of which no trace has yet been discovered 
other than these isolated seeds. 2°. Most of the 
seeds exhibit the morphological peculiarity of having 
a large cavity (the ‘cavhd polUnique’ of Brongniart) 
between the upper end of the nucelie and its invest¬ 
ing episperm, and Immediately below the microplle 
of the seed. That this cavity was destined to have 
the pollen-grains drawn into it, and be thus brought 
into direct connection with the apex of the nacelle, is 
shown by the various examples in which such grains 
are still found in that cavity. 1 3°. M. Grand-Eury 
has shown that some of hia forms of Cordaites pos¬ 
sessed the discoid or Sternbergtan pith which I had 
previously found in Dadoxylon. And, lastly, these 
Cordaites prove that a diclinous form of vegetation 
existed at this early period in the history of the flow¬ 
ering plants, but whether In a monoecious or a dioe¬ 
cious form we have as yet no means of determining. 
Their reproductive structures differ widely from the 
true cones borne by most cyeods at the present day. 

Conifers. — It has long been remarked that few real 
cones of conifers have hitherto been found in the 
carboniferous rocks, and I doubt if any such have 
yet been met with. Large quantities of the woody 
stems now known as Dadoxyions have been found, 
both in Europe and America. These stems present 
a true coniferous structure, both in the pith, medul¬ 
lary, sheath-wood, and bark. a The wood presents 
one very peculiar feature: its foliar bundles, though 
iu most other respects exactly like those of ordinary 
conifers, are given off, not singly, but in pairs* 8 I 
have only found this arrangement of double foliar 
bundles in the Chinese gingko (Salisburia adiantl- 
folia). 4 This fact is not unimportant when connected 
with another one. Sir Joseph Hooker long ago ex¬ 
pressed his opinion that the well-known Trigono- 
carpons 6 of the coal-measures were the seeds of a 
conifer allied to this Salisburia. The abundance 
of tile fragments of Dadoxylon, combined with the 
readiness with which cones and seeds are preserved In 
a fossil state, makes it probable that the fruits belong¬ 
ing to these woody stems would be so preserved; but 
of cones we find no trace, and, as we discover no 

1 Memoir vlll., pi. it,, fig*. 70 and 73. Brongatart, Eecherobes 
*ur 1 m ymtoen foMtUw pi. xvi„ figs* 1, 3; pi. xx., fig. % 

* t>f* Dawnou find* the discoid pith la otio of the living Cana* 
dlan conlfbrs, 

* Memoir vlll., pl t hrlH„ fi*. 4*i and pi. la.* figs, *4-40. 

* Memoir x!l. f pi. xxxlll., figa, 26,23. 

* Memoir via., fig*. V4-US. 


other plant in the carboniferous strata to which the 
Trigonocarpons could with auy probability have be¬ 
longed, these facts afford grounds for associating 
them with the Dadoxylons. These combined reasons 
— viz., the structure of the stems with their character¬ 
istic foliar bundles, and the glugko-like character of 
the seeds—suggest the probability that these Dadoxy¬ 
lons, the earliest of known conifers, belonged to the 
Taxineae, the lowest of these coniferous types, and 
of which the living Salisburia may perhaps be re¬ 
garded as the least advanced form. 

Thus far our attention has been directed only to 
plants whose affinities have been ascertained with 
such ^degree of probability as to make them avail¬ 
able witnesses, so far as they go, when the question 
of vegetable evolution is sub judice. But there re¬ 
main others, and probably equally important ones, 
respecting which we have yet much to learn. In 
most cases we have only met with detached portions 
of these plants, such as stems or reproductive struc¬ 
tures, which wo arc unable to connect with their other 
organs. The minute tissues of those plants are pre¬ 
served in an exquisite degree of perfedWon: hence we 
are able to affirm, that, whatever they may he, they 
differ widely from every type that we are acquainted 
with amongst living ones. The exogenous stems or 
branches from Oldham and Halifax which I described 
under the name of Asiromyelon, 1 and of which a much 
fuller description will be found in my forthcoming 
Memoir xil„ belong to a plant of this description. 
The remarkable conformation of its bark obviously 
indicates a plant of more or less aquatic habits, since 
it closely resembles those of Myriophyllum, Marsilea, 
and a number of other aquatic plants belonging to va¬ 
rious classes. But Its general features suggest nearer 
affinities to the latter genus than to any other. An¬ 
other very characteristic stem is the Heteranglum 
Grievll,® only found iu any quantity at Burntisland, 
but of which we have recently obtained one or two 
small specimens at Halifax. This plant displays an 
abundant supply of primary, isolated, vascular bun¬ 
dles, surrounded by a very feeble development of 
secondary vascular tissue. Still more remarkable Is 
the Lyghiodendrou OUlUamium, 8 a stem not uncom¬ 
mon at Oldham, and not unfrequently found at 
Halifax. Unhke the Heteranglum, Its primary vas¬ 
cular elements are feeble, but its tendency to develop 
secondary zylem is very characteristic of the plant. 
An equally peculiar feature is seen in the outermost 
layer of Its cellular bark, which U penetrated by in¬ 
numerable longitudinal laminae of prosenchymatous 
tissue, which is arranged in precisely the same way 
as Is the hard bast in the lime and similar trees, 
affording another example of the introduction into 
the outer bark of the ‘ apparcll de aoutlen.’ As might 
have been anticipated from tills addition to the bark, 
this plant attained arborescent dimensions, very large 

1 Memoir lx,, In which I only desorlbod decorticated speci¬ 
mens, Messrs, On#h und Hclk described a specimen In which 
the peculiar bark wes preserved under the name of Astromyelon 
Wlf ItamsonU. Sec Prececdlnii* of the Yorkshire polytechnic so¬ 
ciety, voi. *1. parttv., 1881. 

a Memoir HI. 


Ibid. 
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fragments of sandstone casts of the exterior surface 
of tbe bark 1 being very abundant In most of the lead¬ 
ing English coal-fields. Cord a also figured it 2 from 
Radnitz, confounding it, however, with his lepido- 
dendroid Sagenaria fusiformis, with which it has no 
true affinity. Of the smaller plants of which we 
know the structure, hut not the systematic position, 
I may mention the beautiful little Kaloxylons. 3 We 
have also obtained a remarkable series of small 
spherical bodies, to which I have given the provis¬ 
ional generic name of Sporocarpon,* Their external 
wall is multicellular: hence they cannot be spores. 
Becoming filled with free cells, which display various 
stages of development as they advance to maturity, 
we may Infer that they are reproductive structures. 
Dr. Dawson informs me that he has recently obtained 
some similar bodies, also containing cells, from the 
Devonian beds of North and South Amorica. Except 
in calling attention to some slight resemblance exist¬ 
ing between my objects and the sporanglocarps of 
Pilularia,* I have formed no opinion respecting their 
nature. Dr. Dawson has pointed out that his speci¬ 
mens, also, are suggestive of relations with the Rhlzo- 
carpae. 

I am unwilling to close this address without mak¬ 
ing a brief reference to the bearing of our subject up¬ 
on the question of evolution. Various attempts have 
been made to construct a genealogical tree of the 
vegetable kingdom. That the cryptogams and the 
gymnosperms made their appearance, and continued 
to flourish on this earth, long prior to the appearance 
of the monocotyledonous and dicotyledonous flow¬ 
ering plants, Is, at all events, a conclusion justi¬ 
fied by our present knowledge, so far as it goes. 
Every one of the supposed palms, aroids, and other 
monocotyledons, lias now been ejected from the lists 
of carboniferous plants, and the Devonian rocks are 
equally devoid of them. The generic relations of 
the carboniferous vegetation to tbe higher flowering 
plants found in the newer strata have no light thrown 
upon them by these paleozoic forms. These latter 
do afford us a few plausible hints respecting some of 
their cryptogamic and gymnospermous descendants, 
and we know that the immediate ancestors of many 
of them flourished during the Devonian age; but hye 
our knowledge practically ceases. Of their still older 
genealogies, scarcely any records remain. When the 
registries disappeared, not only had the grandest 
forms of cryptogamJc life that ever lived attained 
their highest development, but even the yet more 
lordly gymnosperms had become a widely diffused 
and flourishing race. If there is any truth in the 
doctrine of evolution, and especially if long periods 
of time were necessary for a world-wide development 
of lower into higher races, a terrestrial vegetation 
must have existed during a vast succession of epochs, 
ere the noble lycopods began their prolonged career. 
Long prior to the carboniferous age they had not only 
made this beginning, but during that age they had 
diffused themselves over the entire earth. We find 

1 Memoir lv. t pi. xxvll. * Flora der vorvolt, tab. 6 , fig. 4. 

# Memoir vlf, * **.» *. 

* Memoir lx., p, 34$. t 


them equally in the old world and In the new. We 
discover them from amid the ice-clad rocks of Bear 
Island and Spitsbergen to Brazil and New South 
Wales. Unless we are prepared to concede that they 
were simultaneously developed at these remote cen¬ 
tres, we must recognize the incalculable amount of 
time requisite to spread them thus from their birth¬ 
place, Wherever that may have been, to the ends of 
the earth. Whatever may have been the case with 
the southern hemisphere, we have also clear evidence 
that in the northern one much of this wide distribu¬ 
tion must have been accomplished prior to the Devo¬ 
nian age. What has become of this pre-Devonian 
flora ? Some contend that the lower cellular forms 
of plant-life were not preserved, because their delicate 
tissues were incapable of preservation. But why 
should this be the case? Such plants are abundant¬ 
ly preserved in tertiary strata: why not equally in 
paleozoic ones? The explanation must surely be 
sought, not in their incapability of being preserved, 
but in the operation of other causes. But the 
carboniferous rocks throw another impediment in 
the way of constructors of these genealogical trees. 
Whilst carboniferous plants are found at hundreds of 
separate localities, widely distributed over the globe, 
the number of spots at which these plants are found 
displaying any internal structure is extremely few. 
It would be difficult to enumerate a score of such 
spots; yet each of those favored localities has re¬ 
vealed to ns forms of plant-life of which the ordina¬ 
ry plant-bearing shales and sandstones of the same 
localities show no traces. It seems, therefore, that, 
whilst there was a general resemblance in the more 
conspicuous forms of carboniferous vegetation from 
the arctic circle to the extremities of the southern 
hemisphere, each locality had special forms that 
flourished in it either exclusively, or at least abun¬ 
dantly, whilst rare elsewhere. It would be easy, did 
time allow, to give many proofs of the truth of this 
statement. Our experiences at Oldham and Halifax, 
at Arran and Burntisland, at St. IStienne and Autun, 
tell us that such Is the case. If these few spots which 
admit of being searched by the aid of the microscope 
have recently revealed so many hitherto unknown 
treasures, is it not fair to conclude that corresponding 
novelties would have been furnished by all the other 
plant-producing localities, if these plants had been 
preserved in & state capable of being similarly inves¬ 
tigated? I have no doubt about this matter: hence 
I conclude that there is a vast variety of carbonif¬ 
erous plants of which we have as yet seen no traces, 
hut every one of which must have played some part, 
however humble, In the development of the plant 
races of later ages. We can only hope that time will 
bring these now hidden witnesses into the hands of 
future paleontologists. Meanwhile, though far from 
wishing to check tbe construction of any legitimate 
hypothesis calculated to aid scientific inquiry, I 
would remind every too ambitious student that there 
is a haste that re tards rather than promotes progress, 
that arouses opposition rather than produces convic¬ 
tion, and that injures the cause of science by dis¬ 
credit! ug its advocates. 



October 19, 1883.1 


SCIENCE 


539 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR , 

Greenland geology. 

In the seventh volume of Heer’s Flora fossills 
arctica. just issued, my distinguished colleagues, Pro¬ 
fessor Heor of Zurich, and Herr K. F. V. Steenstrup 
of Copenhagen, seem to be at cross purposes with me, 
regarding the positions and Eskimo names of the 
localities where the collections of fossil plants discov¬ 
ered by us were obtained; Mr. Steenstrup giving the 
spot one name, and I another, while, owing to this 

^ misapprehension, the exact latitude of at least one 
lace is differently entered in our respective papers, 
or instance: we apply the name of * Kudlisaet’ (Kit- 
ludsat) to spots at considerable distances from each 
other, and do not quite understand the same place by 
the word 1 Unartok.’ Heer, who has, however, never 
been in Greenland, notes (p. 203) that “nach Stecu- 
strup fiillt Ujarasuksumitok von U. Brown (Flora 
foss. arct., U. p, 452) mit Unartok zusammen und 
der Name bcruht auf mfssversl&ndnlss,” Again: 
Steenstrup, in the admirable memoir appended to 
Heer’s work, mentions that u Brown zufolge I. c. 
[Philosophical transaction s, I860, p. 445, and Tram- 
actions of the geological society cf Glasgow, vol, v. 
p. 30], war es hier [at Unartok], dass er und Whymper 
Im jahr 1807 versteinerungen sammelten. Meines 
eracntens riiht der name Browns ‘Uiaraatiksuml- 
tok’ von dem umstande her, dasa der Grtinlander 
lhn mlssverstanden und geglaubt hat, dass er gefragt 
wiirde, woher er (der Grdnlanderl ware, worauf er 
eine antwort gab, die ungefahr oedeutct * Ich bin 
aus Ujaragsugsuk’ ” (p. 247), I do not doubt for a 
moment that Mr. Steenstrup may be right; and his 
general accuracy forbids me to assert that he is wrong. 
My acquaintance with Danish was in 1867 (as It Is 
still) trifling, while of Eskimo I was all hut igno¬ 
rant. And even with the greatest care, it is always 
difficult to arrive at the exact designation of localities 
In Greenland. However, Mr. Tegner, who accom¬ 
panied us, was familiar with Eskimo, and of course, 
as a Dane, with Danish; and the names attached to 
my map and paper referred to were arrived at, after 
repeated cross-questioning of our native boatmen, 
and of Paulus, the intelligent Eskimo catechist at 
Ounartok (Unartok), who wrote them down in a 
note-book, at present before me. Curiously enough, 
in a note in the hand-writing of the late Chevalier 
Olrlck, so many years governor of North Greenland, 
the place is called * Ujaras&ksumltok,’ which natu¬ 
rally led me to believe that this was a synonyme of 
Ujaragsugsuk, under which name It is also desig¬ 
nated by Dr. Rink, in my edition of Danish Green¬ 
land (p. 349). * Ritenbenks Kolbroff’ I regarded as 
the same place as Unartok, f<?r there coal was being 
mined; while Steenstrup seems to consider It the 
same as Kudlisaet. The latter spot, after a series of 
very careful, and, I am certain, accurate, meridian 
altitudes, I place in Lat. 70° 5' 35" N., while Nares ' 
puts the Ritenbenk coal-mine, so called (Kudlisaet), 
in Lat. 70° 8' 4", which convinces me that this spot is 
what I took to be Unartok. At my Kudlisaet there 
was, In 1367, no coal being dug. Anyhow, in the 
* Geological notes on the Noursoak Peninsula, Disco 
Island, etc, 1 [Trans, aeol sec. Glasgow, vol. v. p. 
55), I have so fully described these localities, that 
no future explorer can mistake them. But as many 
may see Deer’s work who may not be able to con¬ 
sult my humbler brochure, I ask permission to make 
these explanations in the columns of a scientific 
journal, which, as the mouthpiece of American 
geologists, takes cognisance of faiwray Greenland 
Beo. Moreover, aa one might suppose, from Mr. 


Steenstrup’s (Inadvertently, no doubt) mentioning 
that Nares and I differed two minutes and thirty-one 
seconds (2' 31") in our latitudes of ‘Ritenuenks 
Kobleubruch,’ that there was some Inexcusable 
roughness in the use of the sextant and artificial 
horizon, while in reality we observed at two totally 
different places, the matter is, though not of great 
scientific or geographical Importance, in a manner 
personal to myself, if not to Sir George Narea. 

Robert Brown. 

Str^athsm, London, Krig., 

Bupt. 24,1B8.H. 

Human proportion. 

In a review of my lecture on ‘ Human proportion 
in art and anthropometry * (Science, ii. 354), the 
accuracy of certain statements contained therein is 
questioned. Permit me space for a brief reply. 

The critic says that the implement in the hand 
of the Egyptian figure is a crux ansata. the symbol of 
eternity, and not ‘a key.’ But M. Charles Blanc, - 
whose description I was quoting, says Mu person- 
nage tient une clef de la main drolte; ’ and the expres¬ 
sion is warranted, as it is, in its symbolical sense, 
spoken of by Egyptologists as * a key.’ 

His next assertion is, that the Dorynhorus of Poly- 
kleitus was not, as I stated, 4 a beautiful youth in the 
act of throwing a spear,’ but a spear-bearer of the 
body-guard of tue Persian king. The latter function¬ 
ary, however, wore a long robe, termed the icandys,’ 
extending from the neck to the mid-leg, and could 
not have been selected for a model, which neces¬ 
sarily required a naked figure. Pliny (Hist, nat., 
xxxiv. 8) says, 4 Idem et Doryphorum viriliter puerum 
fecit,’ etc.; and many other allusions in classical 
writers confirm this view. 

The last and most surprising criticism is the state¬ 
ment that my assertion that prior to the time of 
Phidias, the face, hands, feet, etc., were carved in 
marble, and were fastened to a wooden block, is “ a 
complete misunderstanding of the nature of the 
archaic (6avn, or wooden statues, which in Greece 
preceded those made of stone or metal.” Now, the 
{oavov was simply a wooden statue. (Of. Pausanlas, 
Vii„ 17, 2, ToadSe t/v d<y wv rix $aava f etc.) It was suc¬ 
ceeded by a more elaborate invention, known as an 
acrolithy from utfxx; and Attfoc, stone-ends. Pausanlas 
describe* one of them (ix. 4): “The statue of the 
goddess [the Plataean Athena of Phidias] is made of 
wood, and is gilt, except the face, and the ends of the 
hands and feet, which are of Pentellcan stone.” See 
also Quatrerofere do Quincy, Monuments et ouvrages 
d’art antiques, vol. il., Restitution de la Minerve en 
or et ivoire do Phidias au Parthenon, pp. 63-128; 
also Miiller, Bandbuch d. archaeol. d. kunst, § 84. 
Dr, William Smith states the case concisely (Diet. Gr. 
and Rom. roythoi., vol. ill. p. 250): “Up to his 
[Phidias’s] time, colossal statues, when not of bronze, 
were aerolites; that Is, only the face, hands, and feet 
were of marble, the body being of wood, which was 
concealed by real drapery,” Robert Fletcher. 

Washington, Oot, 8,1883. 

[The most common of all the Egyptian symbols is 
an emblem in the form of * a handled cross, symbol¬ 
ical of ‘life; ’ but both the nature of the object rep¬ 
resented, and the reason of the symbolism, are equally 
unknown. To call it * a key ’ is certainly wrong, as 
the Egyptians had none ; and by archeologists It ts 
usually, designated by the conventional term * crux 
ansataf 

That the word 1 Doryphoros,’ ex et termini, cannot 
mean * a youth in the act of throwing a spear,’ as Mr. 
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Fletcher says, but simply a * spear-bearer,* is what 
our criticism was intended to convey. 

Although it may be true enough that 4 prior to the 
time of Phidias, colossal statues, when not of bronze, 
were acrollths , our criticism was directed to the 
author’s broad assertion, which entirely ignored the 
existence of tfava ,] 

Wkitkk of tihc notice of ‘Human FHopoimON.* 

Geology of Philadelphia, 

Will ‘Professor Henry Carvlll l^wis state where the 
term 4 hydro-mica slate' is used oy II. T), ]{og<ys, or 
In that portion of the report on Chester couuty writ¬ 
ten by the undersigned? 

The word occurs seven times in the Lancaster 
county report; but in every case except the italics on 
p. 10, which the Reference on the ninth line below 
shows to be a misprint, it is used in the sense de¬ 
fined in my criticism, and not as an equivalent for 
hydro-mica-schist. As his defence of the use of the 
other terms alluded to does not meet the objections, 
no further remark is necessary. 

PEIiSIFOU Frazer. 

Sept. 28,1888, 

The ohinch-bug In New York. 

Wo have the chinch-bug (Bllssus leucopterus Say) 
in New York‘in formidable numbers. Its appear¬ 
ance with us is of great interest, as hitherto the 
only record of its occurrence is that of Dr, Fitch, 
who, several years ago, saw three individuals of it 
upon willows In the spring. I had never before met 
with it in our state. Dr. Harris, you will remember, 
mentions having seen one example in Massachusetts. 
By some manner it has been introduced here, and I 
can think of no way so probable as that it has been 
brought in ft freight-car from the west. 

The locality of its occurrence is in St. Lawrence 
county, the most western of our northern counties. 
As It was for some time thought that the insect could 
not live north of 40° of latitude, this seems a Btrange 
locality for its first appearance. 

Its operations were first noticed In a field pf timo¬ 
thy-grass last summer, but the depredator Was not 
then discovered. This summer the infested area had 
largely extended, and, upon a more thorough search 
being made, It was found in myriads — could be 
scooped up, it Is stated, by handfuls—among the 
roots of the living grass bordering the killed area. 
In the fields infested, the timothy, June, and ‘ wire 
grass ’ are completely killed, so that they are suc¬ 
ceeded the following season by thistles, weeds, and 
patches of clover. So far, it has not attacked wheat 
or corn, of which, however, very little is grown in 
St. Lawrence county. 

I have just visited the infested locality, and I find 
it to be a very serious attack. It is rapidly extending 
to oilier than the two farms upon which it was ob¬ 
served last year, and it in all probability exists In 
many places where it has not yet been detected. 
Great alarm is felt throughout the district invaded, 
as the timothy-grass is the foundation of the grazing 
interests of that region. Clover, owing to the sever¬ 
ity of the winters, cannot be grown to any extent. 
The most threatening feature of the attack is, that 
it has continued to Increase, notwithstanding that 
this year and the preceding have both been unusu¬ 
ally wet in northern New York. Garden-crops were 
killed by the heavy and continued rains; grass te Ty¬ 
ing in the meadows, which could not be secured; and 
so cold lias the season been, that fields of oats are 1 
stlU unharvested. All writers have concurred in stat¬ 
ing that the chinch-bug could not endure cold and 


wet seasons, and that heavy rains were invariably 
fatal to it. It really seems as if the new-comer was 
destined to be a permanent institution in the state. 

The farmers are aroused to the importance of do¬ 
ing what they can to arrest and repel the invasion. 
I have recommended that it be fought with that valu¬ 
able insecticide, kerosene-oil, emulsified and diluted; 
and, if generally used the ensuing spring, I have 
great faith in its proving efficient. 

J. A. Lintnkk. 

Of bed of tlio state entomologist 
Albany, Oct. 9, le83. 

Ziphius on the New-Jersey coast. 

A telegram was received at the Smithsonian institu¬ 
tion on the tfd inst* from the keeper of the life-saving 
station at liarnegat City, N.J., announcing the strand¬ 
ing of a large cetacean at that place. Professor 
Baird immediately despatched the writer and a prep- 
arator from the museum to take charge of the speci¬ 
men. On arriving at Barnegat City, I immediately 
perceived that we had to do with an example of an 
aged female of an interesting ziphioid whale; and, 
when the skull was cut out, ft became evident that 
the animal was of the genus Ziphius. The specimen 
measures 19 feet 4 inches in length, and was appar¬ 
ently of a light stone-gray color, darkest on the belly. 
This disposition of color is unusual in cetaceans. 
The species is probably 55. cavisortrls. 

Mr. Palmer and myself succeeded in making a 
plaster mould of half tne exterior, and in cutting out 
the complete skeleton. 

The genus Ziphius has not, I believe, been hitherto 
recorded as occurring in the north-western Atlantic. 

Frederick W. True, 

Curator of mammals* 

U. S. national museum, 

Oct. 11, 18ft. 


THE DE LONG RECORDSJ 


The voyage of the Jeannette . The ship and ice jour¬ 
nals of George W. De Long , Lieut.-commander 
U.S.Nand commander of the polar expedition of 
1879-81 . Edited by his wife, Emma [Jane 
VVotton] De Long. 2vols. Boston, Houghton , 
Mifflin, Co., 1888. 12+911 p., illustr. 8°. 

The voyage of the Jeannette, owing to its 
connection with a great newspaper, has become, 
in its general features, familiar to alt The 
courage, endurance, and patience with which 
the members of thc'fcarty met pain, peril, pri¬ 
vation, and even death, will always remain u 
conspicuous example of manly quality. This 
expedition, however, was unique in several of 
its features, which should be taken into account 
in any Judgment rendered upon its results. 
It was not an expedition for scientific research 
in the arctic regions. It was not scientifically 
planned. It had, so far as can be learned 
from the documents, no programme. Of its 
members, but two, a civilian and a seaman, 
had had any experience of an arctic winter; 
none had made any serious study of the physi¬ 
cal conditions of the polar area; and, without 


* Far the woodcuts Illustrating this article, the editor 1* in. 
debtod to the publishers of tho work* Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin, 
& Co. 
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disrespect, it may be said, that, with the possi¬ 
ble exception of two civilians, there was no 
one on board whose scientific acquirements 
rose above the daily needs of the intelligent 
practice of his profession. The object of the 
expedition, as far as may be surmised from 
the circumstances made public, seems to have 
been to determine what would be the result 
of a set-to l>etwceu the arctic pack, cold and 
starvation on the one hand, and a shipful of 
inexperience and ‘ pure grit * on the other. 
The result is now known ; and the innocent 
confidence with which both promoter and ex¬ 
plorer undertook the task is oue of the extraor¬ 
dinary features of this melancholy history. 
Under the circumstances, it is well that Mrs. 
De Long has made public 
her husband's records of 
the story, already twice 
told elsewhere. The ac¬ 
count of the voyage is 
preceded by some details 
of the previous life of 
De Long, who, from an 
early age, showed evi¬ 
dence of great force of 
will and audacity, and 
who preserved until his 
death the religious con¬ 
victions instilled by a 
fond and pious mother. 

There seems to have been 
no special turn for study 
in the lad, whose energy, 
nevertheless, carried him 
through the Naval acad¬ 
emy with credit. The in¬ 
troduction to that friend¬ 
ship with Mr. Bennett 
which finally led to De 
Long’s selection as commander of the arctic 
expedition, is left untold. It is evident that 
these two had a strong and well-founded 
friendship, and perfect mutual confidence. 
The voyage once determined upon, Mr. Ben¬ 
nett providing the vessel and the means, the 
government lending its naval organization and 
prestige, De Long had only to choose his 
party, and organize his plans. The first was 
soon, and, all must admit, remarkably well 
done. Certainly, no body of men ever stood 
harder test of fidelity to their commander than 
that little party, and with less flinching. * 
i The vessel, it is now generally admitted, was 
tolerably well adapted to her purpose, and en¬ 
dured from the ice all that could be expected 
in like circumstances. The provisions, on the 
ivhole, turned out well; and the equipment, in 


the course of the expedition, showed no serious 
deficiencies. On the whole, then, well provided, 
and with much popular approbation and sym¬ 
pathy, the expedition departed on the 8th of 
July, 1879, from San Francisco, A rendez¬ 
vous was had Aug. 2, at Unalaska, —that cose}' 
little harbor which has received so many ex¬ 
peditions, and bravely borne up the barks of 
Kotzebue, of Liitke, of Levasheff, of Kruzen- 
sternj of 8 ary chef!’, and man}’ more masters of 
exploration. Ten days afterward they an¬ 
chored at St. Michael’s, Norton Sound. Here 
dogs, furs, and coal were shipped; and then 
the Asiatic coast of Bering Strait was reached, 
and some time spent in endeavoring to deter¬ 
mine the fate of Nordenskidld. Here several 


curious bone implements were collected, which 
are figured, but not referred to in the text. 
One of these we reproduce. 

Pushing into the Arctic on Sept. 6, the vessel 
was beset in the pack north-eastward of Herald 
Island. From its rigid embrace she was never 
released, except to sink, a shattered wreck, 
beneath its surface, nearly two years later. 

On Jan. 19,1880, she received a wrench from 
an under-running tongue of ioe, creating a leak, 
which remained a more or less constant source of 
anxioty. From this time until the 16th of May, 
1881, the time passed uneventfully; the ship 
fast in the ice, which occasionally groaned, 
shrieked, crunched, or thundered, with the vari¬ 
ous motions imparted to it by wind and tide, 
threatening instant destruction to ship and 
party. A few bear and seal hunts, ordinary 
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meteorological observations, the quarrels of the 
Eskimo dogs, innumerable devices for sav¬ 
ing coal, pumping the ship dry, or preventing 
condensation of moisture within 
the living-rooms,—these things, 
and such as these, made up the 
characteristics of a life which 
eventually became almost unen¬ 
durable in its monotony. Good 
health in general prevailed, 
owing to the extraordinary pre¬ 
cautions planned by Dr. Am¬ 
bler, and energetically put in 
force by the commander. No 
extreme temperatures (rated by 
the experience of other arctic 
voyages) were noted: indeed, 
the mildness, arctically speak¬ 
ing, of the temperatures experienced, is some¬ 
what remarkable. The auroras do not seem to 
have been sufficiently brilliant to call for espe- 
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cial comment. The ice reached about six feet 
in thickness, ancjL all parts of it contained more 
or less salt; while the precipitation of snow 
was insufficient to afford a supply of drinking- 
water by melting. On this account, water had 
to b£ distilled most of the time, — a process 
which used much invaluable fu$. Many of 
their experiences were such as had already 
been recorded those who drifted with the 
Germania’s crew, the Tegetboff, or the float¬ 
ing Polaris* party, of which the indefatigable 
Nindeman had been a member. Payer’s con¬ 
clusion that the motions of the arctic pack 
result from the friction upon its surface of 
the prevailing winds, was tally confirmed, and 
placed upon an impregnable basis, by the drift 
of the Jeannette. This is perhaps the most 
important generalization the history of the voy¬ 
age affords. Another fact of value is the de¬ 
termination of the shallow character of this 
part of the arctic basin, which nowhere reached 
one hundred fathoms in depth, and was usually 
less than fifty fathoms. From the constant 
though moderate motion of the pack which held 


the vessel, tidal observations were impractica¬ 
ble; and the disturbances of the surface so 
occasioned, also prevented the permanent occu¬ 
pation of an observatory away from the ship. 
Polar bears, seals, a fox or two, walrus, and 
a small number of birds, comprise the air- 
breathing vertebrates obtained. Some fish¬ 
bones were found on the ice, but it *does not 
appear that any fishing was attempted. Vign¬ 
ettes from the pencil of Mr. Newcomb, who 
act<?d as naturalist of the expedition, are scat¬ 
tered through the text, and illustrate the scanty 
fauna in a neat and artistic way. On the 16th of 
May, 1881, land was seen bearing nearly west, 
which was named Jeannette Island. It proved 
to be a small rooky Island with bold shores, 
and was situated in latitude 76° 47', and enst* 
longitude 168° 66’. On the 24th another island 
was observed more to the north and west, which 
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was named Henrietta Island. This was visited 
by Melville, with a small party, ten days later. 
After great difficulties, caused by the hum¬ 


mocky ice, they succeeded in landing upon it, 
and found it to be a desolate rock, surmounted 
by a snow-cap which discharged in several 
glaciers on the east side. Dovekies nesting on 
the face of the rock were the only sign of life 
abojit it other than a little stunted vegetation. 
But a great change was at hand. Motions and 
fVactures of the ice increased ; and the ship was 
evidently in serious danger, which was accord¬ 
ingly provided for. On June 12, 1881, the 
Jeannette yielded to the irresistible pressure, 
and at four o'clock the next morning she sank. 
The retreat was then organized and begun, 
with several men on the sick-list in addition to 
the usual difficulties of¬ 
fered by rough, broken, 
and fissured ice. After 
a little, De Long made 
the painful discovery 
that the ice was drifting 
northward faster than 
they were able to travel 
in a southerly direction. 

The course was therefore 
altered to cross the drift 
in a south-westerly di¬ 
rection, in the hope of 
escaping from the mov¬ 
ing area. About the 
middle of July more land 
was observed, and on 
the 28th the party suc¬ 
ceeded in landing upon 
it after almost incredi¬ 
ble exertions. This 
land, the loom of which had been reported 
by Russian explorers on the New Siberian 
Islands many years ago, but which had never 


been definitely verified or charted, was named 
Bennett Island; and we observe that in the 
map accompanying the work, this and the 
others are ver}* appro¬ 
priately included under 
the. name of the I)e 
Long Islands. Coal, 
hematite, fossil ifero us 
limestoue, clay, and 
lavas were observed on 
this island, and, more 
important for the party, 
myriads of sea - fowl 
breeding in the rocky 
cliffs. There were sev¬ 
eral glaciers, and, to 
one hundred feet above 
the sea, masses of drift¬ 
wood embedded in the 
soil, indicating tolera¬ 
bly recent elevation of the land. Hence by way 
of the New Siberian Islands, touching at Thad- 
deieff, Kotelnoi, Semeonoffski, the party made 
their way, but became separated in a gale of 
wind on the 12th of September, after which the 
smallest boat, with its crew, was never heard 
from; and finally the two remaining boats 
reached the shores of the Lena delta. De Long 
landed on the north Sept. 17, and Melville the 
previous day reached the south-eastern angle, 
and entered a branch of the river. It is not 
necessary to recapitulate the circumstances 
which attended the retreat, — the heroic jour¬ 
ney of Nindeman and Noros, the indefatigable 


search of Melville, the final recovery of the re¬ 
mains, and their temporary interment on Mon¬ 
ument Hill, looking out upon the fiat stretches 
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of the delta* These facts are the property of 
the public, which has not failed to appreciate 
the heroic qualities exhibited, nor to observe 
that the disastrous result of this unfortunate 
expedition offers in great part its own expla¬ 
nation. If it teach the aspiring that mere un¬ 
instructed courage cannot take the place of 
science, De Long and his people will not have 
died in vain. That this lesson should be es¬ 
pecially emphasized, from recent events in 
another part of the arctic regions, will occur to 
most of our readers. Perhaps it would well 
to permit future candidates for such work to con¬ 
vince themselves by trial, that the most exalted 
bravery will not enable the inexperienced to 
milk a fractious cow ; and that, if so simple a 
matter requires knowledge and experience, it 
may be well to hesitate before assuming the 
fearful responsibility of hazarding the lives of 
even willing subordinates, without reasonable 
preparation for the problems offered by all se¬ 
rious arctic work, whether of exploration or 
retreat. Tenderness toward the dead should 
not be for an instant permitted to befog this 
self-evident truth, the statement of which is a 
duty owed, not merely to those who may here¬ 
after attempt arctic exploration, but on behalf 
of scientific training everywhere. 


STEP'S PLANT-LIFE. 

Plant-life : popular papers on the phenomena of botany . 
By Edward Step. With 148 illustratiouK drawn 
by the author, and engraved by W* M. R. Quick. 
New York, Holt Co. , 1883. 12+218 p. 12°. 

Year by year there is what may be termed 
a noticeable amelioration in the character of 
the botanical literature which appears in this 
country. By this we mean no discourtesy to 
the authors of the many excellent works which 
have appeared from time to time. In certain 
scientific lines, the botanical literature of the 
United States has been both voluminous and 
of a high order of excellence. In systematic 
botany, the publications of Torroy, Gray, 
Eaton, and Watson (to mention only a few of 
the later workers) have not been excelled any¬ 
where. We may justly feel a national pride in 
such magnificent books as the two volumes of 
the Botany of California, the Botany of the 
Clarence King reports and of the Wheeler re¬ 
ports, the Ferns of North America, etc. Then, 
too, our school and college books have been 
worthy of their authors. What country was 
ever supplied with better field-manuals than 
Gray’s or Wood’s? and where can one fifid as 
good a treatise on the morphology of the pha¬ 


nerogams as Dr. Gray has given us in the 
latest edition of his Structural botany? 

All these, however, are for students and 
botanists proper. They were not designed for 
the general reader, — the man who does not 
take botany in such dreadful earnest as do the 
botanists, but who asks of the gentle science 
that it shall please and amuse him. Our scien¬ 
tific botanists have been too busy with the 
serious matter of instructing their classes of 
young people in school ana college, to turn 
aside and furnish entertaining reading for the 
unbotanical. We can scarcely blame them for 
thus neglecting the great outside world, when 
the small world of the classroom required all 
their time and strength; and yet we cannot 
help feeling that it would have been better for 
the botanists, as well as for botany itself, 
had they compelled themselves to find time 
for those lighter works which have, in other 
countries, been at once the recreation of the 
scientific man and the pleasure of the general 
reader. 

In the work before us we have an example 
of what may be done in the way of putting the 
main facts of biological botany before the un¬ 
botanical in plain and easy English, and in 
such a way as to be attractive and interesting. 
We wish its English author were an American ; 
but, that being an impossibility, it is most 
gratifying that the Messrs. Holt have brought 
out so neat an American edition. 

It is, of course, to be expected that there is 
nothing new botanically in such a book; so 
that those who are fairly well equipped with a 
knowledge of recent botanical literature need 
not take it up in the hope of gleaning any new 
facts. It is only what its titlepage indicates, 
— an aggregation of popular papers on some of 
the phenomena of botany. They are not pro¬ 
found, nor are they so arranged as to present 
themselves as a series of connected lessons. 
They are rather like lightly drawn sketches, — 
now of this interesting view of a portion of the 
plant-world, and now of that. Thus we have 
a chapter on microscopic plants, another on 
plant structure and growth, one on the ferti¬ 
lization of flowers, followed by others on pred¬ 
atory plants, remarkable flowers and leaves, 
and about a fern. Then we have the folk-lore 
of plants, plants and animals, mosses and 
lichens, efco. So the chapters (fourteen In all) 
run on through the book, there being a de¬ 
lightful alternation of the structural with those 
which deal with sentimental or poetical con¬ 
siderations. 

Considering the nature of the bode, the 
errors are remarkably few. Here and there, 
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however, are statements which ought to be 
changed in a second edition. The Zygnemae 
are erroneously described as producing zo¬ 
ospores (p. 5),— a statement true enough of 
their relatives the Confervae, but not of any 
of the Zygnemae. Of roots it is said positive¬ 
ly (in italics, p, 29) that 4 they are never green,’ 
which, to say the least, is a strong statement. 
On p. 34 we find that “in some plants the calyx 
or corolla is entirely wanting, in which case the 
floral covering is (jailed the perianth which 
Is certainly not in accordance with ordinary 
usage. On the same page the stigma is curious¬ 
ly described as ‘ the surface of the style.’ The 
Equiseta are not leafless, as they are said to 
be on p. 1(>4. Their leaves are small, it is 
true ; but certainly the whorls of united leaves 
at each joint are evident enough to even the 
casual observer. The formation of the zygo¬ 


spore in Mu cor is not correctly given on p. 184, 
where it is described as resulting from the 
union of two aerial hyphae. On p. 192, in 
describing the fly fungus, the reader is given 
the impression that a mycelium upon a surface 
(as a window-pane) attacks its hapless vic¬ 
tim, the fly, which, when dead, is said to be 
“ standing upon a mat of delicate silk threads 
spread upon the glass/’ 

Fig. 21 (repeated in fig. 143) is erroneous 
in showing the hyphae of the potato fungus 
to be ftepfcated. Fig. 104 is said to show the 
antheridia of a moss; but certainly no such 
organs are visible in the cut given. 

In spite of the slips noted above, and others 
which we may well pass over, the little book is 
a pleasant one to read, and we feel sure that 
it will reoeive a hearty welcome from plant- 
lovers everywhere. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE. 


ASTRONOMY. 

Saturn’s rings. — Eneke 1 s division In the outer 
ring of Saturn has been examined by M. Schiaparelli, 
who finds that the position and lack of symmetry 
are the same as previously noticed, but the line is 
broader, and more diffused than in 1881. He thinks 
the phenomenon is variable, and accounts for it by 
supposing the middle of the ring to be thinner, and 
by the change of orbit of the particles composing 
It. He also examined carefully the region about 
the inner bright ring and the dark ring. At times 
O. Struve’s division was seen very distinctly, and 
on other occasions very faintly. More observations 
are necessary to determine whether the phenomenon 
is variable. — (Observ., Aug. ; Astr. nac/ir M 2,521.) 
h. Mon. [289 

The great oomet of 1862, —- Mr, Maxwell Hall 
shows the possible identity of the great comet of 
1882, the comets of 1860,1843, and 1608, with a comet 
which appeared B.C. 370, and which was said to have 
separated Into two parts. The orbits of all sw nearly 
identical. Taking a period not greatly different from 
that given by Prof. Frlsby for the comet of 1882, he 
Identifies the comets of B.C. 370 and A.D. 1843 with 
one which was seen in 1106. No comet is recorded 
for A.D. 368, The comets of 1880 and 1882 may pos¬ 
sibly bo Identical with two which appeared in 1181 
and 1182, and with the second part of the comet of 
B.C. 370. If this is the case, this comet also prob¬ 
ably separated into two parts at its unrecorded ap¬ 
pearance in A.D. 881 or 882, We already have an 
instance of this separation in Blela’s comet; and the 
comet of 1882 gave evidence, to a certain extent, that 
a process of disintegration was going on. — (Obsm>. t 
Aug.) m. MON. [290 


PHYSICS. 

Elflotrioity. 

Atmospheric electricity. — Dr. L. J. Blake has 
found that no convection of electricity takes place by 
the rising vapor from a charged liquid surface, to 
which he gave a potential due to from four to five 
hundred Dan iells cells. The plate placed in the track 
of the vapors was, in the different experiments, cither 
colder than the vapor, or of the same temperature. By 
connecting the liquid with the electrometer, lie finds 
a small negative charge, increasing during the fifteen 
minutes which each experiment lasted, but not suffi¬ 
ciently to justify the statement that electricity is gen¬ 
erated by evaporation. In all the work, the lamp was 
removed before connecting with the electrometer; and 
the whole apparatus was within a metallic covering 
connected with the earth. Distilled water, sea-water 
from the North Sea, alcohol, dilute sulphuric acid, 
mercury, and solutions of a number of different salts, 
were tried. — (Ann. pkys. ckem ., xlx. 518.) [291 

BN01NBKRING. 

A new current-meter. — Mr. L. d’Aurla pro¬ 
poses an apparatus for determining the mean velocity 
at any vertical in a stream, which apparatus consists 
of a scow, or pontoon, to be moored in tlie desired 
place; a pole with a pulley near each end, carrying 
an endless*cord; a light ball; and a species of net, or 
grillage. The pole Is thrust to the bottom alongside 
the scow, at the point where the velocity is to be 
gauged; and the ball is lightly attached to the cord by 
a string, so as to be disengaged by a moderate puli 
when ft reaches the pulley at the bottom. The time 
of the disengaging pull is noted, and also the time of 
the appearance of the ball at the surface. As the 
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floating grillage has previously been moored over this 
place, the ball is caught at the point of rising, and 
the horizontal distance of this point from the pole 
measured. Hence are known, upon measuring the 
depth, the two co-ordinates of tho point at the surface 
from the bottom of the pole. The author proposes 
to weight the ball until it shall be one-balf the heavi¬ 
ness of water, lie deduces some equations to prove 
that the ball rises with a practically uniform velocity, 
and observes, that for a depth of 30 feet, from which 
such a ball would rise In about 11 seconds, and a 
mean velocity of current of effect per second, the 
ball would travel horizontally about 44 feet.— \Amer> 
eng., Aug. 24.) o. k, a. [292 


CHEMISTRY. 


(Phy nival.) 

Determination of vapor density. —Hr. Paw- 
lewsky proposes a modification of Dumas' method in 
which he uses a globe of 20-30 cubic centimetres vol¬ 
ume. After heating, the globe Is closed by a rubber 
cap, which is fitted to a cylindrical tube of glass 
sealed at one end. The volume is therefore constant 
for different determinations, and the observations 
may be taken in a room of nearly constant tempera¬ 
ture. In the formula of Dumas, — 

_ 0.0012032. V. 
m “ “ (1 + dt) 700 ’ 


where m Is equal to the weight of air, the product 
0.0012982 . V “ K would be. constant. The value 
(1 4* at) = N is constant, and may be obtained from 
& table. If, then, tho constant, IT, is divided by 
760, a new constant, X>, results, and (I.) becomes 


_ K z D . Ha 
m ~ Jf. 700 " N 


(II.) 


In a determination at any temperature, t' 0 , and any 
pressure, H' 0 , If the weight of air in the apparatus is 
represented by n, its weight is shown in the formula 


0.0012032 V ( l+Kt') 
(l + at) 760 


(HI.) 


in which k represents the coefficient of expansion of 
the apparatus. If the temperature is constant, and 
the same apparatus is used in different determina¬ 
tions, the product 0.0012082 V (1 + * f'), and the 
whole denominator, become constant. Representing 
the denominator by If, and the product 0.0012032 V 
JMT 

(1 + Kt') by M 1 the fraction = C is constant, and 
formula (III.) will take the form 


n = 


a . ir 0 . 


(IV.) 


The volume of air may therefore be obtained by 
multiplying the constant, C, by H' reduced to 
and when the weight, o, of the vapor, and that of 
the air, n, under the same conditions, are known, the 
vapor density may be found by the formula 


The apparatus may be heated in a beaker of medium 
size, containing k water, pil, or paraffine. For a com¬ 


plete description of tho apparatus, reference must be 
made to the original article. A series of determi¬ 
nations are given, which indicate a high degree of 
accuracy. — (Herichte deutsch. chetn . ge&ellsch ., xvi. 
1293.) c. F. m. [293 

GEOLOGY. ' 

Evidences of modern geological changes In 
Alaska. —Mr. T. Meehan exhibited a piece of wood 
taken from a prostrate tree which had been covered 
with glacial drift on a peninsula of Hood’s Bay, 
Alaska, formed by the junction of Glacier Bay and 
Lynn Channel. The trunk, which lay under a block 
of granite estimated to measure 2,214 cubic feet, was 
quite sound, and exhibited no evidence of great age 
since it became covered. The shores are strewn with 
rocks and stones of various kinds, as usual in cases 
of glacial deposits. All Urn surroundings indicated 
that there had been a sudden subsidence of the land, 
accompanied by a flow of water with icebergs and 
huge bow lders, which crushed and tore off the trees. 
The whole surface was afterwards covered to a great 
depth with drift. Since that time, there must have 
been an elevation of the land bringing the remains of 
trees to their original surface, but with a deep deposit 
above them. A study of the existing vegetation 
might afford an approximation to the time when 
these events occurred. The living forest indicated 
clearly that it could not have been, at the farthest, 
more than a few hundred years since the elevation 
occurred. The trees in the immediate vicinity, in¬ 
deed, were not more than fifty years old; but unless 
the original parent trees, which furnished the seed for 
the uplifted land, were near by, it might take some 
years for the seed to scatter from bearing trees, grow 
to maturity, again seed, and, In this way, be spread 
to where we now find them. But, as original forests 
were evidently not far distant, two or three hundred 
years ought to cover all tho time required. The 
Indians of the region have a tradition of a terrible 
flood about seven or eight generations ago, from 
which only a few of the natives had escaped in a 
large canoe. The probable identity of the sunken 
trees with the present species, and the freshness of 
the wood, indicate no very great date backwards at 
which the original subsidence occurred. 

In connection with the subject of the comparative¬ 
ly recent occurrence of great geological changes, as 
indicated by botanical evidence, Mr. Meehan referred 
to an exposure of the remains of a large forest near 
the Muir glacier, — one of five huge ice-fields which 
form the bead of Glacier Bay between Lat. 59° and 
60°. This glacier Is at least two miles wide at the 
mouth, and has an average depth of ice, at this spot. 
Of perhaps five hundred feet. At the present tithe 
there Is not a vestige of arboreal vegetation to be 
seen in the neighborhood. The river which flows 
under the glacier rushes out in a mighty torrent a few 
miles above the mouth, and has cut its way through 
mountains of drift, the gorge being many hundred 
feet in width, and the sides from two hundred to 
five hundred feet high. The torrent, though the bed 
is now comparatively level, carries with it an fm- 
mense'quantity^of heavy stones, some of which must 
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havfe contained six or eight cubic feet. Along the 
sides of this gorge were the exposed trunks referred 
to, all standing perfectly erect, and cut oft at about 
the same level. Some were but a few feet high, and 
others as much as fifteen, the difference arising from 
the slope of the ground on which the trees grew, 
The trunks were of mature trees in the main, and 
were evidently Abies Sitkensis, with a few of either 
Thuja gigantea or Junipcrus, perhaps J. occidental^. 
These trees must have been filled in tightly by drift 
to a height of fifteen feet before being out off: other¬ 
wise the tnmks now standing would have been split 
■down on the side opposite to that which received the 
blow. The facts seemed to indicate that the many 
feet of drift which had burled part of the trees in the 
first instance were the work of a single season, and 
that the subsequent total destruction of every vestige 
of these great forests was the work of another one, 
soon following. As In the case of the facts noted in 
Hood’s Bay, the conclusion was justified, that the 
total destruction of the forests, the covering of their 
site by hundreds of feet of drift, and the subsequent 
exposal of their remains, were all the work of a few 
hundred years.—(Acad, nat. sc. Pfdlad,; meeting 
Aug. 28.) [294 

MINERALOGY. 

Stibnlte from Japan.--Within the last few 
months most remarkable specimens of stibnlte from 
Mount Kosang, in southern Japan, have been received 
in America. For great size and beauty, as well as 
-complexity of form, they rival ail specimens of the 
same species from other localities, while the crystals 
have arrived at a degree of perfection rarely met with 
in metallic minerals. The crystals have been care¬ 
fully studied and fully described by E. 8. Dana. 
Their great complexity of form is of the highest sci¬ 
entific Interest. There had previously been Identified 
/ on stibnlte forty-five crystal planes. Of these, thirty 
have been observed on the Japanese crystals, and, in 
addition, forty new ones. The habit of the crystals 
is quite constant, being prismatic, elongated in the 
direction of the vertical axis, single crystals obtain¬ 
ing often a length of over twenty Inches and a width 
of two inches. The prismatic planes are deeply 
striated. The crystals are usually terminated by a 
few polished pyramidal faces. They are usually 
quite simple in form; very complicated, large crystals 
occurring only occasionally, white the more compli¬ 
cated ones are usually small. The planes In the zone 
between the brachypinacoid (010) anil unit macro- 
dome (101) are Uiowj which ordinarily terminate the 
crystal. Another remarkable zone is between the 
brachypinacoid (010) and macrodome (203), consist¬ 
ing of ten planes, all but owe of which are new, and 
as many as nine of which have, boon Observed on a 
ntngle crystal. A bending In the direction of the 
macrodiagonai axis U a feature of the crystals, and 
seems to he characteristic of the species. In the 
Japanese crystals this bending seems to be confined 
to the termination. A corkscrew-like twist has been 
observed in slender crystals. The lustre ot the crys¬ 
tals is very remarkable, and is to be compared to 
highly polished steel, while the perfect brochy- 


pinacoldal cleavage yields a cleavage-surface of re¬ 
markable beauty. — [Amer. journ. sc., Sept., 1883.) 
w. I,, p. [295 

GEOGRAPHY. ' 

( A*iu .) 

Railways in the Caspian region. — General 
Chernaieff, the governor of Turkestan, has recently 
gone over the route from Kungrad to the Caspian in 
person, and finds it well suited for vehicles. Kvyn a 
railway between the delta of the Oxus and the Gulf 
Mcrtvi-kuttuk has been talked of. The connection 
of Tiflls and Baku by rail is completed, and the jour¬ 
ney erfn now be made between the Black and Caspian 
seas in thirty hours without change. — (Contpte# ren* 
due aoc . geogr. y June.) w. it. i>, [296 

Frjevklski’s travels. —This indefatigable explor¬ 
er has just started for Kiachta, on the Siberian bor¬ 
der of China, In order to continue his researches in 
central Asia. On this occasion he will endeavor to 
penetrate the north-west part of Thibet, without 
giving up his original idea of reaching Lassa, or at 
least as far as Batang or Tzlamdo. He will have a 
well-armed escort of some twenty men, fully equipped 
for two years’ servlco. The publication of the third 
volume of his travels has just been finished. During 
these he has travelled 23,530 kilometres; topographi¬ 
cally sketched over 12,000 kilometres along his line of 
travel, in countries previously quite unknown; de¬ 
termined the altitude of 212 points, and the latliude 
of 48 localities; and has collected ten or twelve thou¬ 
sand specimens of animals and plants belonging to 
over two thousand species. — {Cornpte# rendu# aoc. 
gtogr,, June.) w. h. d. [297 

(4/Wca.), 

Note*. — C, Doelter has ascended the Bio Grande 
as far as Futa Djallun, but was prevented from going 
farther east by a war among the natives. He believes 
that the Rio Grande has been incorrectly mapped, 
and doubts its alleged identity with the Tomani 

River.-The English have annexed the Guinea 

coast from the right bank of the Hannah River 
toward the Liberian boundary-line, — a distance of 
eight leagues in a north-westerly direction; and the 
Portuguese government has ceded to England the 
fort of St. John de Ajuda, situated on the Dahomey 
coast, Ajuda, or Whydali, is situated a short distance 
from the coast, on a shallow lagoon. The port Is a 
poor one, like all those on the Guinea coast; and 
there are very few white residents. It is said that 
the cession was contingent on the recognition, by 
England, of the acquired rights of Portugal on the 
Cougo, — Robert Flegel, during the past season, 
has discovered the source of the Binud, an affluent 
from the east of the lower Niger, and also of the 
Logud, which discharges Into Lake Chad. In this 
way he has been able to trace the watershed between 
the two baBins, through a previously unexplored dis¬ 
trict.— Hore has arrived at Ujijl on Lake Tangan¬ 
yika, and proposes to establish a regular postal service 
on the lake, between the missionary and other sta¬ 
tions. — Dr. Baxter has attempted an exploration 
of the country of the Massal adjacent to Mpuapiua 
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These people are extremely hostile to strangers, 

and his success, therefore, is problematical,-The 

Mahdi, or false prophet, who has been menacing 
Khartum, is reported to have captured the traveller, 
G. Both, who was sent out by the Geographical 
society of St. Gall, Switzerland, to explore the upper 

Nile.-Yunker has succeeded in passing from the 

basin of the Nile to that of the Congo, and continues 
his explorations, while ono of his party has returned 
with the collections made in the Nlam-Niam country. 

-Paul Soleillet writes from Ankober of his safe 

arrival at Shoa, the success of*his journey, and his 
favorable reception by King Monelik II., who governs 
all the population of Obok Shaffa and adjacent region 
with a firm rule. Menellk Is favorable to trade with 
foreigners; and it is announced that he has been 
named by King John of Abyssinia as his successor, 
in default of direct heirs, to that kingdom. Soleillet 
has formed valuable collections, and has discovered 
wild coffee forming a dense undergrowth in the forest 
along the river Gu£b£, and indefinitely beyond. He 
reports the product of the wild plant to be of excel¬ 
lent quality.-The abb<5 Trihidez, almoner of the 

army of occupation in Tunis, is reported to have dis¬ 
covered at Susa some Phoenician stelae engraved in 
a rather artistic manner, and in a good state of pres¬ 
ervation. These records have been pronounced to be 
of great Interest by such eminent specialists as Kenan 

and Berger.-M, Alphonse Aubry has forwarded 

to the Ministry of public instruction at Paris, reports 
on the geology of the English colony of Aden, which 
is situated in the horseshoe-shaped crater of an ex¬ 
tinct volcano, and on the French colony of Obok on 

the opposite shore of the Gulf of Aden.-Gold has 

been found on the Knap River in the Transvaal. 

Nuggets of half a pound in weight are reported.- 

Oil has been * struck ’ in Natal, near Dundee, and also 
large deposits of magnetic iron. A company has 
been formed at Pietermaritzberg to investigate these 
minerals. —w, H. I). [298 

BOTANY. 

Thermotropism. — Julius Wortmann has recently 
shown that radiant heat falling upon a growing organ 
can cause curvatures either toward or away from the 
source of energy, and that the phenomena are in 
general much like those produced by light. His 
experiments are interesting, but are, as yet, incom¬ 
plete, leaving some questions which seem to us very 
important wholly unanswered. It Is pretty clear, 
however, that hereafter we must add the words * posi¬ 
tive thermotropism * and ‘negative thermotropism* 
to the already long list of new terms, — (hot, teit, 
1888, no. 20.) a. L. o. [299 

On the growth of the epiootyl of Fhaseolus 
multiflorua. — In a series of experiments published 
in 1878, Wiesner detected two maxima of growth 
characterizing the younger internodes of many plants, 
whereas Sachs (and more lately Wortmann) had 
recognized only one maximum. To satisfy himself 
of the correctness of his former observations; Wies¬ 
ner has repeated and extended the experiments. 
His results, derived from more than one hundred 


cases, show that in the plant named there are two 
distinct maxima of growth. The measurements 
were made with Grlsebach’s auxanoraeter. — (Bot, 
zeit , 1888, no. 27.) G. L. o. [30G 

VERTEBRATES. 

* Reptiles. 

Organ of Jaoobaon In Ophidla. — Born re* 
garded the cellular columns which form the greater 
part of the thickness of the roof of Jacobson's organ 
as “die zellige aittfullunysmasae einfacker druisen 
eon bimformiger configuration, Ste dicht an tin* 
ander gedrdngt die game schlelmhaut durchsetzen” 
while Ley dig believed them to be largely of gangli¬ 
onic nature. E. Ramsay Wright agrees with Leydig^ 
He has studied the organ in Eutaenia (embryo and 
adult). In conclusion, he says, “From the above 
data I conclude that the cellular columns in the roof 
of Jacobson’s organ are outgrowths of the nuclear 
■trotum of its neuro-epithelium, the polygonal form 
of which baa been determined by the meshes of the 
capillary plexus, through which the outgrowths have 
taken place, and that In the course of development 
more and more of the cells of the nuclear stratum 
have been pushed outside the boundary formed by 
the capillary plexus, till eventually little bat the 
superficial stratum is left Inside that boundary.*’-^- 
{Zool, anz, t vh 889.) c. s. m. [301 

Hammli. 

The species of hogs. — M. Forsyth Major is con¬ 
vinced, from his study of the genus Bus, that the six¬ 
teen or seventeen species now recognized must be 
reduced to four; namely, Sus vlttatus Mull, and 
Sehleg., 8. verrucosus M. and 8., 8. barbatus M. 
and 8., and 8. scrofa Linnd. — (Zool anz,, vl. (140), 
1888,205.) F. w. T. [302 

Digestion of meats and milk. — Jesseu has 
carried out a series of experiments to determine the 
time necessary for the digestion of equal quantities 
of different meats and of milk. Three different 
methods were employed in the investigation: 1. Arti¬ 
ficial digestion; % Introduction of the meats Into 
the stomach of a living dog by means of a fistula; 
3. Upon a healthy man, allowing him to swallow 
the foods used, and ascertain!ng the time of digestion 
by means of the stomach-pump. The results ob¬ 
tained by the different methods are, on the whole, 
uniform, as far as the relative time necessary for di¬ 
gestion in each case is concerned, and may be stated 
as follows: raw beef and mutton are digested most 
quickly; for half-boiled beef and raw veal, a longer 
time is necessary; thoroughly boiled and half-roasted 
beef, raw pork, and sour cow's-milkfollow next; fresh 
cow's milk, skimmed milk, and goat’s milk are still 
less easily digested; while the longest time is required 
for thoroughly roasted meats and boiled milk, — 
( Zeittch.f : hioh, xlx. 129.) W. h. h. [$& 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Iron in the mounds. — F. W. Putnam has had 
occasion to review some of the statements of the 
older writers on American archeology, — notably, Mi, 
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Atwater and Dr. Hildreth, — with reference to the 
occurrence of iron Implements In the mounds. From 
these statements, such inferences as the following 
have been drawn: — 

The mound-builders understood working Iron; they 
had intercourse with civilized peoples; the mounds 
were built since the arrival of the whites, or these 
iron objects belong to intrusive burials. Now, Hr. 
Putnam demolishes all these deductions at a single 
blow, by showing that none of the objects are iron. 
In other words, Hr. Atwater’s 41 handle of either a 
small sword or a large knife” was an antler, In one 
end of which a hole had been bored, and around this 
part was a band of silver. The blade was evidently 
of native, cold-hammered copper* Dr. Hildreth*! 
silver-plated ear-ornament is duplicated in some of 
our museums by a kind of plating, first described 
by Mr. Putnam. In this discussion,'some light U 
thrown upon the spool-shaped copper objects that 
have been so long a puzzle to archeologists, by the 
finding of pieces of * leather * between the plates, 
very closely resembling the skin from the ear of a 
Peruvian mummy. Important discoveries made dur¬ 
ing the last year, in mounds in Ohio, by Dr. C. L. 
Metz and Hr. Putnam, have brought to light a num¬ 
ber of copper ornaments, some of which are covered, 
or plated, with thin layers of sliver. The investiga¬ 
tion shows us quite conclusively that we are no 
longer safe in our archeological deductions, except 
In the hands of a skilful guide. — ( Proc . Armr . antiq. 
soc., il. 349.) o. t. M. [304 

Aateo muaio. —Mr. H. T. Cresson has been study¬ 
ing the musical instruments of the ancient Mexicans. 
The huehuetl, or large drum of the great temple, at 
the ancient pueblo of Tenochtitlan, was covered with 
the skins of serpents, and when beaten could be 
heard at a distance of several miles. Clay balls were 
placed Inside of their grotesque clay images, also 
within the handles attached to their earthenware 
vessels, which are generally hollow. Some of these 
rattles In the Poinsett collection resemble the head 
of Crotalus horridus, and give forth a rattling sound. 
In this connection Mr. Cresson makes a very sugges¬ 
tive observation which we do not remember to have 
aeen before: “It may therefore be supposed that 
these children of nature noticed and strove to repro¬ 
duce sound*,' which, however harsh and unmusical to 
us, to them were pleasing, because they recalled fa¬ 
miliar objects.’* The author thinks be can recognise 
the Mexican Hyladae, macaws, parrots, and other 
bird-calls. A musical vase is spoken of. Mr. Bar¬ 
ber’s assertion that the fourth and seventh are want- 
ting from the diatonic scale is denied, since, in the 
Poinsett collection, there exist Aztec flageolets capa¬ 
ble of producing not only the fourth and seventh of 
the diatonic scale, but also the entire chromatic scale. 
This subject is elaborated at great length. Mr. 
Cresson thinks that the musicians of our day have 
arrived at a somewhat hasty decision in regard to the 
music of these ancient people, and its confinement 
within the narrow limits of a pentatonic scale. — 
(Proc. am t n&L sc, Phila&> Mw. r\ [305 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

The resolution of the American association, offer¬ 
ing all the privileges of membership for next year’s 
meeting to the members of the British associa¬ 
tion, was received by the latter with much enthu¬ 
siasm; and the council of the British association, 
with which such matters lie, will, it is said, extend 
a similar invitation to the American association. 
The Canadian authorities have arranged for such 
members of the British association as may desire, to 
take the longer excursions planned for them before 
their meeting on Aug. 27, and thus allow them to 
attend the meeting of the American association in 
Philadelphia, Sept. 3, without losing their excur¬ 
sions. It is hoped that at least five huudred mem¬ 
bers of the British association, including many leading 
scientific men, will attend the Montreal meeting; 
while there seems to be a very general wish, more 
especially on the part of the younger scientific men, 
to attend the Philadelphia meeting as well. 

— The following is the list of grants of money, 
which, according to Nature , the British association 
has granted for scientific purposes for the coming 
year; amounting, in all, to seven thousand dollars. 
When may we hope for even the beginning of such 
a list from the American association, wiLh its two 
thousand members ? 

A .— Mathematics and physics . 

Brown, Prof. Crum, Meteorological observations 

on Ben Nevis.£50 

Foster, Prof. G. Carey, Electrical standards . 50 

Schuster, Prof., Meteoric dust .... 20 

Abney, Capfc., Standard of white light . . 20 

Scott, Mr. R. H., Synoptic charts of the Indian 

Ocean.60 

Stewart, Prof. Balfour, Meteorological observa¬ 
tory near Chepstow.25 

ShooJbred, Mr. J. N., Reduction of tldaJ ob¬ 
servations .10 

Darwin, Prof. G. H., Harmonic analysis of 
tidal observations.45 

B. — Chemistry . 

OdHng, Prof., Photographing the ultra-violet 
spark spectra.10 

C. — Geology . 

Etheridge, Mr, R., Earthquake phenomena of 

Japan.75 

Williamson, Prof. W. C., Fossil plants of Hali¬ 


fax .15 

Sorby, Dr. H. 0., British fossil polyzoa . , 10 

Frestwlch, Prof., Erratic blocks .... 10 

Etheridge, Mr. K., Fossil Phyllopoda of the 

paleozoic rocks.15 

Hull, Prof. E., Circulation of underground 

waters.15 

Evans, J)r. J., Geological record ... 15 

Green, Prof. A. H., Raygill fissure ... 16 

Prestwicb, Prof., International geological map 
of Europe.20 
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1>, — lUoloyy , 

Newton, Prof., Zoological bibliography . . £50 

Sclater, P. L., Natural history of Timor Laut . 50 

Lank ester, Prof. Hay, Table at the zoological 

atation"at Naples.#0 

Harrison, J. Park, Facial characteristics of 

races in the British Isles . . . .10 

Hooker, Sir Exploring Kilimandjaro and the 

adjoining # mountains of equatorial Africa . 600 

Cordeaux, Mr. .T,, Migration of birds. , . 20 

Foster, Dr. M., Coagulation of the blood . . 60 

Stainton, Mr. H. T., Record of zoological litera¬ 
ture . . . . * . « 100 

Jf. — Geography. 

Uodwin-Austen, Lieut.-Col., Exploration of 

New Guinea . 100 

E. — Economic Science and Statistics 
Brabrook, Mr. E. W., Preparation of the final 

report of the anthropometric committee . 10 

G. — Mechanics . 

liramwell, Sir F., Patent legislation ... 6 

— Lieut. Ray returned to San Francisco, Oct. 7, 
by the schooner Leo. He left that port on July 18, 
1881, under Instructions from the signal-service bu¬ 
reau to establish a permanent signal-station at Point 
Barrow, and to remain there until the summer of 
1884, unless otherwise ordered. The order for the 
party to return created great surprise, as the work 
was successfully carried on. Lieut. Kay stated, 
that, apart from the scientific importance of the sta¬ 
tion, it was a necessity, as a refuge for the crews of 
whaling-vessels. Every year, in the Arctic Ocean, 
there are, on an average, forty vessels, worth, with 
their cargoes, four million dollars, and employing 
sLxteen hundred men. Out of eighty-seven vessels, 
fifty have been lost within a hundred miles of Point 
Barrow, in one year alone. In 1877 twelve were lost, 
with all on board. The crews would not abandon 
their vessels, knowing there was nothing on the shore. 
Had the station then existed, it is probable that all 
their lives would have been saved, Since the station 
was established, two years ago, over fifty lives have 
been saved. Lieut. Ray states, that all the party 
lived comfortably, and enjoyed good health, the cli¬ 
mate being particularly beneficial to those suffering 
from malaria. Besides their regular provisions, the 
party had seal, walrus, aud white whale moat; the last 
being the best, as it was sweeter and more nutritious. 
Ideut, Ray expressed regret at his recall, 

— Lieut, Scbwatka, who, with his party, was 
picked up by Lieut. Ray at St. Michael’s, speaking 
of his trip up the Yukon River, Alaska, says they 
started from Fort Vancouver, W.T., on May 21, 
and travelled twenty-eight hundred miles overland, 
reaching the head waters of the river, where they 
constructed a raft of logs to navigate the stream to 
Us mouth. They procured a crew of six Indians, 
and proceeded down the gradually increasing stream 
within two hundred and fifty miles of Fort Chllcat, 
where rapids were encountered. Down these* Hie 


Indians refused to go, and attempted to force the raft 
ashore. Schwatka succeeded in suppressing the 
mutiny, and the rapids were run. The voyage on 
the raft was eighteen hundred and twenty-nine 
miles. From the mouth of the Yukon they pro¬ 
ceeded to St, Michael's, where they hoarded the Leo 
for this port. Signal-service officer Leavitt, who 
has been stationed at. St. Michael’s, and who also 
came down on the Leo, says he has ascended the 
Yukon to Fort Selkirk two thousand miles from its 
mouth. He describes the river as being one of the 
largest in the world, discharging fifty per cent more 
water than the Mississippi, and as being in places 
seven miles in breadth. 

. — Professor Oswald Heer, of the university and 
federal polytechnic school of Zurich, the celebrated 
Swiss paleontologist, died at Lausanne, Canton de 
Vaud, the 27th of September. Heer has done more 
for fossil botany and fossil insects than any one else 
during the last forty years, and Uls death will leave 
a place in science which it will be difficult to fill. 


RECENT BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS . 


Bemheim, G. Incombustible sail on dos th6&tre* ot bfttl- 
ments. Nice, impr. (htulhlcr, 183a. 23 p, 4*. 

Berthelot, M. P. K. Explosive materials, series of lec¬ 
tures delivered before tbo College do France, Parle; to which Is 
added a short historical sketch of gtirtpowdor. Translated from 
the German of Karl Braun by J. 1. wisser, and a bibliography 
of works on explosives. New York, Van Nostrand, 1383. ( Van 
Noatrand's sc. aer., no. 70.) 24\ 

* Bourassd, j. J. Hlstolre naturello des olscaux, ties reptiles 
et de* polssons. Tours, Marne, 1883. (lttbl, Jeun. ebrOt.) 
288p.,Wu*tr. 12*. 

Briggs, K. Steam-heating: an exposition of the American 
practice of warming buildings by steam. New York, Fan JVbs* 
trand, 1888, (Van NostrancPs sc, ser., no, 88.) 108 p. ( illustr. 

24*. 


BrOOkS, W. K, The law of heredity: a study of the cause 
of variation aud the origin of living organisms. Baltimore, Mor¬ 
phy, 1883. 2+836 p., 2 pi,, Illustr. 1 «\ 

Browne, W. K. Tbo student's mechanics.* an introduction 
to the study of force aud motion. London, (SriMn, 1883, 16+ 
210 p. t illustr, 16*. 

Oaxnpagne, B. he* mine*, or, argont, fer, culvre, plomb, 
6t*dn, sinc, faercuro, et platlne. Rouen, Mtgard, 1883. (Bibt. 
raor. Jeud.; 100 p,, illustr. 8\ 

Oarridre, K. A. felude gdndrale du genre pommler, et par- 
ttoulierement de* pommler* mieroearpe* ou pommler* d'orne- 
ment, pommler* k flour* doubles, etc. Jkfesnie, impr. Flrmtn- 
LHdot,im. 179 p. 18*. 

Foy®, J. C. Ohcralcai problems, with brief statements of 
the principles involved. New York* Van No sir amt, 1883, 
(Van No*trntid‘* sc, ser., no, 89.) 24*. 

Freeman, E. A. English towns and districts: a series of 
addrtnwes and sketches. London, Macmillan, 1883. 13+466 p., 
11 pi., map, 8*. 

Gladstone, J. H., and Tribe, A, The chemistry of the 
secondary batteries of Plant* and Faure. London, Macmillan, 
1883. (Nature series.) 11+89 p. 8*. 

Gomm®, G. L. Folk-lore relics of early village life. J>on- 
don, Stock, 1888. 8+246 p. f\ 


Groat, B. A few notes on 6t. Helena, and descriptive guide. 
To w blch are added some remarks on the Island as a health resort, 
Oftpl. J. K. Oliver's geology of the island, and numerous appen¬ 
dices. St. Helena, Grant, 1883. 127 p., 8 phot, pi. 8*. 

Haeckel. B. The pedigree of man and other essays. Trans¬ 
lated by E. B. Avcling. London, Free thought publ. c o. t 1883. 
16+853 p., Illustr. 18*. 

Kiddle, H. A text.book on physics, being a short and com¬ 
plete course, based upon the larger work of Hanot; for acade¬ 
mies, high schools, etc. Now York, Wood, 1883, 272 p., lUustr. 
8 *. 


MacLeod, J. Letddraad bli hot onderwljxen on aanleeron 
dor dlerkunde. Algemeeno diejkundo. Gent, F« yUkke, 1863, 
(WUlems-fond, ultgavo 194.) 4+181 p„ 1 pt, illustr. 18*. 




SCIENCE 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1883. 


THE VIVISECTION QUESTION . 

Thk book we take as the basis of our re¬ 
marks, 1 originally published in England, is one 
of several recent signs that British physiolo¬ 
gists are at last coming to their senses; and, 
instead of attempting to conceal the fact that 
they experiment on animals, have decided to 
explain to the general public what a vivisec¬ 
tion is, and why vivisections are necessary. 
Philanthropes, who is evidently well informed, 
discusses without passion or prejudice such 
topics as, ‘What is pain? 5 ‘What is cru¬ 
elty ? * 4 Our rights over animals,* ‘What is 
vivisection?* ‘The relation of experiment to 
physiology,* 4 The relation of medicine to exper¬ 
iment,* and so forth. If our colleagues across . 
the water had, some seven or eight years ago, 
shown sufficient courage to trust to the com¬ 
mon sense of the majority of their countrymen, 
and had endeavored to inform the laity by se¬ 
curing the publication and distribution of some 
such book as this, the anti-vivisection legisla¬ 
tion could hardly have been enacted. Its pas¬ 
sage, and the still-continued agitation for an 
act of Parliament totally forbidding all experi¬ 
ment on living animals, prove that the public 
did not and does not know enough about the 
matter to save itself from being misled by the 
reckless misstatements of irresponsible fanat¬ 
ics, and of certain seekers after notoriety or 
salary. 

People in general do not read official blue- 
books: so, in spite of the fact that the royal 
commission appointed to investigate the mat¬ 
ter reported, that, after prolonged and careful 
inquiry, it could find no evidence that Eng¬ 
lish physiologists were guilty of cruelty, it has 
been possible for certain anti-vivisectors, by a 

1 I’hyalological cruelty; or, fact v. fancy: an Inquiry into the 
viviioctlou question. By PhUanthropos. New York, John 
WiUy dh Sqm, 188ft. 1W p. 6*. 

No. 38—198®. 


persistent course of malignant vituperation and 
brazen mendacity, to produce a wide-spread 
belief that vivisection essentially consists in 
torturing an animal for the object of seeing 
how puch it can suffer without dying. That 
such is the actual conviction of many worthy 
men and women in England, wc know Vo be the 
case. The pl^’siologists kept silent, and left 
the field to their enemies, with disastrous result; 
no one, not a brute, who believed half the 
stories circulated, could fail to hate physiology 
and physiologists. When the railroad-stations 
of England were placarded with large ligures 
of dissections of (lead animals, accompanied 
by printed words designed to entrap the gener¬ 
al public into the belief that they represented 
vivisections of living creatures; when a text¬ 
book of practical physiology, designed only 
for special students of physiology, was repre¬ 
sented far and wide as intended for use by 
every crude medical student; when the fact 
that the words 4 first give an anaesthetic * 
were omitted (as they arc in text-books of 
surgery, the administration of an anaesthetic 
being, of course, assumed in cases where 
very special reasons for its omission do not 
exist) in the directions for the performance of 
certain operations, was used as proof that physi¬ 
ologists never thought of employing means to 
prevent or minimize pain ; when a law was 
passed which allows any one to torture a frog 
in the most brutal manner if he sixys he does 
it just because he likes it, but subjects a uni¬ 
versity professor to fine and imprisonment if 
he draws a drop of blood from the animal’s toe 
for a scientific purpose, —then it had certainly 
become time for the physicians and physiolo¬ 
gists of the British Isles to endeavor to inform 
the public on the vivisection question. 

The anti* vivisect ion craze has now spread to 
Germany, and there are premonitory symptoms 
in the United States. Our people in general 
are too well informed, and have too great con¬ 
fidence in scientific men, to be so easily led 
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astray as the English have been. Wo shall, 
moreover, be free from the pressure of a royal 
court which dislikes biological science, and 
from the influence of the personal prejudices 
of the sovereign, still powerful enough in Eng¬ 
land to have much weight in legislation on 
questions outside of Whig and Tory polities. 
Still, American physiology is by no means 
secure, unless its leaders take warning l^y the 
English disaster. The}" have, in consequence 
of British legislation, an opportunity to make 
the United States the chief seat of physiologi¬ 
cal research among the English-speaking peo¬ 
ples ; and it will be a lasting disgrace to them 
if they let it slip. If, while freely admitting 
that the}' believe it their duty to experiment on 
living animals, they will be on the alert to cor¬ 
rect at once the falsehoods and exaggerations 
of the fanatics ; to take pains to teach the pub¬ 
lic how much the scientific treatment of disease 
depends on physiological, therapeutical, and 
pathological research; and to make it widely 
known how very small a percentage of vivi¬ 
sections involve more pain than that felt by a 
man on receiving a hypodermic of morphia,— 
then there is little doubt they will be allowed 
to carry on without hindrance their benefi¬ 
cent work. The only danger lies in the 
ignorance of the great majority of ordinarily 
well-informed people regarding such subjects. 
Secrecy, not publicity, is what American phys¬ 
iology has to fear. 


A HEARING OF MUDS' EARS.' —11. 

Let us next confine attention to the ossicles 
of the ear. Those familiar with these little 
bones, only as they occur in man or any other 
mammal, need to be cautioned that their ana¬ 
tomical arrangement, and to a great extent 
their physiological characters, are very different 
in birds and other reptile-like vertebrates. Pre¬ 
suming, of course, upon the reader’s thorough 
knowlege of the human case, we will demon¬ 
strate these bones in their proper relations and 
offices in birds, as elements of the lower jaw 
and hyoid bones (mandibular and hyoidean 
arches). 

The malleus is the proximal element, ©f the 
meckelian cartilage (figs. 1 , 2 , mfc), a gristly 

* Continued from No. S4, 


rod about which the lower jaw-bone is devel¬ 
oped in membrane. Becoming segmented off 
from the rest of the meckelian rod, it is in 
mammals withdrawn into the tympanic cavity, 
disconnected from the jaw-bone, and connected 
with the incus, its processus gracilis lying in 
the glaserian fissure. The jaw-bone then ar¬ 
ticulates directly with the glenoid cavity of 
the squamosal, forming the temporo-maxillary 
articulation. In any bird the malleus remains 
outside the ear. and acquires comparatively 
enormous dimensions, with the peculiar shape 
shown in fig. 1 , q (see also fig. 2 , 9 ). This 



Flo. 2. — Tim port .urn] arohe* of the houwc-martlti, at middle of 
period of incubation, lateral view, * 20 diameter*. Atk, stump 
of meokoHan or mandibular rod, it* articular part, ar, already 
rtmpcm; q, quadrate bono, or eti*pen«orium of lower jaw, wlt!> 
a free anterior orbital proccua and Jong ponterlor otic proem 
articulating with the ear-capnulu, of which tro, tympanic wing 
of occipital* i» r part; mat, rat, ant, ini , nth, part* of the «u*- 
penaorfnm of the third port-oral urch, not completed to chy ; 
mat, medio-atapedini, to eomc away from tea, bringing a piece 
with It, the true rtapee, or columella tiurin, the oval bo*c of 
the Btapos fitting into the future fnwntra avail*, or oval win¬ 
dow, looking into the cochlea, or inner oar; n*t, aupra-Blape- 
dlal; eat, extra-rtttpedhd; tat, infra-rtapcdial, wltleh will unite 
with nth, the rtvlo-hyal; chy and bhy, ccrato-liyul and hail- 
byal, dlrtbl part* of the name arch; bbr, brl, br‘2, bn*i-bran¬ 
chial. epi-branchial, and ccmlo-branchial piece* of the third 
arch, compoftlng the real of the hyoid bono. (After Earlier.) 

quadrate bone, as it is called in birds, looks 
something like an anvil, and lias often been 
mistaken for the incus: on the other hand, 
from its function in supporting the mem&mna 
tympani in part, it has been malidentified with 
the tympanic bone (external auditory process). 
It is very freely articulated at both ends, rock¬ 
ing back and forth with the movements of the 
jaws* It normally has articulation with five 
separate bones: 1 . By its lower end, which 
is bi tubercular, with the articular piece of the 
mandible (lower jaw), forming the true tem¬ 
poro-maxillary articulation; 2 . By the outer 
extremity of its lower end with the quadrato- 
jugal bone (fig. 1 , q;), which is the posterior 
element of the zygomatic arch, continued for¬ 
ward by the jugal or malar bone (fig, l,j) to 
the superior maxillary (fig. 1, tm) ; 8 . By the 
inner extremity of its lower end with the ptery- 
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oid bone (tig. 1, pg ), and so with the palate- 
one (fig, 1, pa) and superior maxillary (m#), 
4, f>. The head of the bone normally articulates 
both with the squamosal (fig. 1, sq) arid with 
the pro-otic (fig. 4, po , here seen inside the 
cranial cavity). A long spur of the quad¬ 
rate, its orbital process, projects freely into 
the orbital cavity, as shown in fig. 1, where 
the still cartilaginous tip of the orbital process 
reaches to the round white hole marked 2 
(optic foramen). Now, the osseous articula¬ 
tions and muscular tractions are such, that, 
when the month is opened, the malleus rocks 
forward upon its squamosa-petrosal articula¬ 
tion (4, 5, of above enumeration), and pushes 
upon the zygomatic and pterygo-palatal bars, 
causing the upper inaudi¬ 
ble to rise as the lower jaw 
is depressed ; the upper jaw 
hinging upon elasticity of, 
or a joint at, the bones of 
the forehead. Thus the 
malleus - quadrate is here 
seen in its proper relation 
to the jaw-parts as nothing 
at all of an ossiculum audi - 
tus, except in so far as it 
hinges upon parts of the 
temporal bone, and helps 
to support the ear-drum. 

It lias no direct connection 
whatever with the rest of 
the ossicles. 

It will be best to take the 
stapes next. Fig. 3 shows 
the mature stapes of the 
domestic fowl, enlarged 
about four times, and indi¬ 
cates its several elements 
which have received spe¬ 
cial names. It is practically the same bone 
so named in. man, but includes ineudial as well 
as some other elements. In form it is not at 
all stirrup-like, being trumpet-shaped, with a 
slender cylindrical shaft, expanded oval foot, 
and a crossbar and other pieces at the distal 
end. It is therefore oftener called the colu- 1 
mella awn's, or sounding-post of the ear. In 
skulls prepared with sufficient care, the stapes 
may be seen in situ, as in fig. 1, sty —an ex- 
tremely delicate rod, stepped into the fenestra 
ovalis by its foot, the other end protruding into 
the tympanum, and bearing the additional ham¬ 
mer-like or claw-like elements. A stapes I 
have just picked out of an eagle’s ear is a 
fourth of an inch long, with a stem as fine as 
a thread of sewing-silk, but a stout foot, and, 
at the tympanic extremity, a still finer hair-like 


process half as long as the main stem, from 
which it stands out at right angles ; while there 
appears to have been another similar claw, 
which has broken off from such a cross-like 
object as st in fig. 1. 

Embryological study is required to demon¬ 
strate the stapes as the proximal element of 
the hyoidean apparatus, quite as the malleus is 
of the mandibular arch. Reference to fig. 2 
should make this^clear. Here the malleus, q, 
extends from teo, the tympanic wing of the 
exoccipital, to ar, the articular element of mk, 
the meckelian rod whence q has been seg¬ 
mented off, leaving the i ternjx)vo-maxillary 
articulation * between q and ar. This chain of 
bones, including others to be developed about 
and beyond the stump of mfc, is the lower jaw, 
or mandibular arch. Now, quite a similar ar¬ 
rangement is shown in the chain of bones in 
the tongue or hyoidean arch. From teo stands 
off a rod of bone, m sty the medio-stapedial 
element, or main shaft of the stapes, to be seg¬ 
mented away from teo, the place of this segmen¬ 
tation to become the fenestra ovalis. The 
inedio-stapedial rod expands at its end; the 
upper part of the expansion, never separating 
from the rest, is the supra-stapedial element— 
mammalian inous, s st in figs. 2, H. An iufra- 
stapedial element, just forming in fig. 2, ist, 
completed in fig. 3, ist, connects with the piece 
marked at h in fig. 2. This st h is the stylo¬ 
hyoid human 4 styloid process of the temporal/ 
which connects in man by the 4 stylo-hyoid liga¬ 
ment/ with the 4 lesser cornu of the hyoid bone/ 
which is the cerato-hyal, c hy. In birds, the 
distal parts of the hyoid arch (composed of the 
numerous pieces lettered in fig. 2, but which 
need not longer detain us) become entirely sep¬ 
arated from the proximal, the tongue-bones 
being quite otherwise affixed to the skull; while 
the proximal parts of the same arch are shut 
up in the tympanic cavity, where they extend 
from the membrana tympani to the fenestra 
ovalis , constitute all there is of ossicnla audi - 
tus y and consist of the stapes itself (including 
the several elements specified). 

So, therefore, avian malleus or quadrate- 
hone =a human malleus as proximal element of 
mandibular arch, retaining articular connection 
with its owm arch, but not acquiring character 
or connections of a human ossiculum auditus. 

So, therefore, avian stapes or columella = 
human stapes 4- incus, as proximal elements of 
hyoidean arch, not retaining connection with its 
own arch, but acquiring characters and con¬ 
nections of osskula auditus, 

These are the reasons why a bird’s lower jaw 
does not articulate directly with the squamosal* 



:i. — Mature atnpos 
of fowl, about x i. 
(After ]*krk«r.) »t, 

It* foot, fitting /tfifH- 
tra ovali*; mxt, nibhi 
abaft, or medio&tupo- 
dial o I« m o n t; **(, 
mipro-fttnpodinl; 
extru- atapodial; M, 
lit fra-atupodial, it* 
ond ropronontlng a 
rud I m en Ury a/ y 1 o. 
byal; /, a ftnestm in 
the extra - stupudial, 
(8t*o #/, in nittiy fljr J, 
ami it* embryonic for¬ 
mation, fig. 2.) 
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why the hyoid hones do not articulate at all 
with the skull, why the malleus is outside the 
ear, and why there is apparently hut one os¬ 
sicle in the tympanum, of the particular shape 
shown in fig. ii. 

(To be continued.) 


THE PSYCHOLOGICAL MECHANISM OF 
DIRECTION, 

Wkrk it admissible that one person should 
add to the work of a living author, I might 
call this paper a supplement to Mr. Francis 
Gallon’s Human faculty. My object is to 
explain the subjective mechanism by which 1 
preserve the consciousness of direction. How 
far others adopt the same mechanism, I am 
not fully aware, but am inclined to think that 
what is fundamentally the same system is 
employed by nearly every one; but I doubt 
whether the details are always the same, and 
the matter appears of sufficient interest to be 
discussed. 

To be conscious which way he is going, one 
must keep in mind some system of directions. 
It is true, that, so far as finding one’s way about 
in a place with which he is fully acquainted is 
concerned, no attention to direction is neces¬ 
sary. One knows that he must turn here to 
the right, and there to the left, and must follow 
certain familiar paths, all of which he can do 
without attending to direction. It is probable 
that most animals, and possible that some men, 
have no system except this. Regarding such 
a limitation as exceptional, we must suppose 
that in general, men, in going about, have 
constantly in mind an idea that they are going 
in a certain definable direction. A direction 
can, however, be defined only by reference to 
the direction of some line taken as a standard 
of reference ; and it is this standard of refer¬ 
ence, as 1 have always employed it, which 1 
shall now describe. 

I. I continually carry around with me a con¬ 
ception of four horizontal lines, which 1 shall 
call eo-ordinates, going out in four cardinal 
directions. I shall call these directions east, 
west, north, and south; but it must be under¬ 
stood that they have no necessary relation to 
the actual points of the compass, being purely 
subjective. This system of co-ordinates is 
employed, I think, by most or all men. 

II. These four cardinal directions are con¬ 
ceived of as absolute directions, and not as 
defined relatively to any particular line op the 
earth' e surface. They have remained unchanged 
since the earliest memories of childhood. To 
be more explicit, the ideal or subjective west 


is the direction in which I was facing, when, as 
a child, my father explained to me which was 
the right hand, and which the left; the ideal 
north is the direction towards which my right 
side was then turned; the ideal south, that 
towards which the left side was turned ; while 
oast was behind my back. 

I have always sinco imagined myself as con¬ 
scious of these four absolute directions, and 
therefore at any moment can lace as I imagine 
myself to have been facing on the occasion 
referred to. I do not know whether the co¬ 
ordinates have the same absolute character with 
other men, but think it highly probable that 
they do, since absolute directions must be more 
easily thought of than relative ones. 

III. With some limitations, to be soon re¬ 
ferred to, the system of directions is quite inde¬ 
pendent of the will. Once fixed in a place, a 
street, or a house, they are an inseparable com¬ 
ponent of the situation, and forever unalterable 
so long as the identity of the place is recognized. 
Once in a room of which I conceive a certain 
side to be the absolute west, by no act of the 
will, and by no consciousness that some other 
side is the west, can I change the subjective 
impression. Of course, however, one is liable 
on going into a strange place, or on walking 
about without sufficient attention, to be mis¬ 
taken as to his direction ; and thus I am subject 
to a kind of trouble or confusion which I never 
heard any one else describe, and which, there¬ 
fore, I can hardly suppose to be universal. 
Some instances will illustrate the matter better 
than general statements. 

I recently went to a hotel in Paris, where I 
had stopped eight yeai*s before. While driv¬ 
ing into the court, and just as the carnage was 
stopping, my attention was momentarily occu¬ 
pied in speaking to one of the attendants. 
Getting out of the carriage, I remarked, as I 
supposed, that the offices of the hotel had all 
been moved from the north to the west side of 
the court. I may anticipate by saying that 
this was an illusion arising from the very mi¬ 
nute circumstance that the • carriage, during 
the moment that I was speaking to the attend¬ 
ant, had turned at a right angle from facing 
north to facing east; but being unconscious of 
this change, and not looking around the court, 
I supposed that the carriage was still directed 
towards the ideal north. I entered the eleva¬ 
tor, was carried to an upper story, shown 
through several long passages, and into a. 
room, preserving the changed system of co¬ 
ordinates of which I was entirely unconscious. 
Had it been my first visit to the hotel, no con- 
ftwion would have resulted, since every thing 



Octobkk 26, 1883.] 


SCIENCE 


555 


around it would have been referred to this 
game system ; but I entertained a distinct idea 
of the orientation of the rooms around the 
court as they existed in my mind during my 
former visit. The res nit was, that when 1 went 
down to dinner I found my co-ordinates DO 0 
wrong. But I was absolutely powerless to refer 
the two parts of the hotel to the same system. 
During the week that I remained, whenever T 
went from my room down-stairs, to the court, 
the reading-room, or the dining-room, there 
was a momentary confusion on reaching the 
point where 1 saw that the system was wrong. 
Momentary glances around, and the co-ordi¬ 
nates changed 90°. On returning to my room, 
the co-ordinates below were carried up-stairs 
with me, because there was nothing on the 
stairway with which I had become sufficiently 
familiar to tlx either set of co-ordinates ; and 
thus one system obliterated the other, as it 
were. In consequence, J could carry one set 
all the way clown, and another set ail the way 
up; the change occurring at the bottom of 
the stairway in one case, and at the top in the 
other. The result was, that during my stay 
I got no dear idea where rny room was situ¬ 
ated, or what buildings I saw through the win¬ 
dow. 

To mention another instance; I lived for 
a number of years in a house in which I must 
have made a similar mistake the first time I 
entered it; since, during my whole stay, the 
orientation inside the building was 90° differ¬ 
ent from that outside. In the case of such 
an inconsistency as this, I find that the ori¬ 
entation corresponds to that of the place to 
which the attention is directed. So long as 
I was inside a room, or so long as my atten¬ 
tion was directed to things inside the house, 
there was one orientation. On raising the 
window, and taking a good view of the street, 
I would perceive that this orientation was 90° 
in error; ntad after a momentary confusion the 
street would assume its right direction. The 
reverse change would recur on turning back 
to the room, 

I find this occasional inconsistency of orien¬ 
tation, to which I am very liable when I pay 
no attention to directions on first entering a 
house, to bo really troublesome. It has twice 
happened quite recently, that, on going up¬ 
stairs in a hotel on my first arrival, I got the 
co-ordinates reversed 180°. The result was, 
that unless l staid long enough to go right by 
mere habit, without thinking about the direc¬ 
tion, I was continually in doubt about which 
way I should go to find the room I wanted. 
iV. I find that this fixity of co-ordinates 


holds in any kind of a building, and in a ship, 
but not at ail in a carriage, and not absolutely 
in a railway-car. If I am conscious, by look¬ 
ing at surrounding objects, that a railway-car 
turns 90°, I can change its relation to the sys¬ 
tem of co-ordinates accordingly. It appears, 
therefore, that it is only in fixed structures 
that the co-ordinates inure in %iy conceptions 
of enclosed space; yet I feel perfectly sure, 
that, if a house in which I lived be turned 
through 90° or f80°, the system would turn 
with*it, in spite of any thing T could think 
to the contrary. 

V. I now come to the modifications of fixity 
to which I have already referred. The imagi¬ 
nary sense of direction is not absolutely always 
presuut. In travelling over a new road to a 
new place, the sense of direction is, for the 
time being, apt to be lost. In this case, and 
in this alone, it is to a certain extent under 
control of the will; but, if the will fails to 
act promptly on arriving at a place, the co¬ 
ordinates fix themselves, as it were, and that 
quite arbitrarily, so far as 1 have been able to 
perceive. Once fixed, they stay. But, while 
under control of the will, 1 am in the habit of 
so directing them that the ideal directions shall 
correspond to the points of the compass, in 
ease I know them. 

VI. I have recently noticed that it is not 
necessary that I should actually have seen a 
place, in order that the co-ordinates should 
be fixed in it. If I study on a map a place 
which I am to visit, I unconsciously fix the 
co-ordinates to correspond to the points of 
the compass. Thus, on arrival, I readily find 
my way about. But it may happen, that, when 
I arrive, 1 am mistaken as to the direction in 
which the railway-station stands. Then, take 
what pains 1 will, the same confusion arises 
when I arrive at a street or hotel which 1 have 
studied on the map, and find the co-ordinates 
to be wrong. The directions change to those 
in which I have thought of the house or street. 

Of this fixing of the co-ordinates in advance, 
I recently had a curious example. I got on 
board a steamship at Liverpool, resolving that 
the ideal and real west on board ship should 
correspond. 1 went down to seek out my 
state-room, and, on returning to the deck, I 
was chagrined to find that the co-ordinates had 
got changed 180°. In consequence, I had to 
think before knowing which side of the ship I 
looked at. For some time I was puzzled to 
imagine how the mistake could have occurred. 
I finally traced it to the fact, that, on study¬ 
ing the position of my state-room on the plan 
of the ship a month before, I had held up the 
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plan with the stern in the direction in which 
west is on the map. I constructed the orien¬ 
tation of the passageway and of the state¬ 
room accordingly. It happened, that, when I 
joined the ship, her stem was towards the 
east; but, on descending into the cabin for the 
first time, I fix^l the orientation to correspond 
to the one previously formed from the plan, 
forgetting at the moment that I was thus mak¬ 
ing a change of 180°. 

VII. A universal law of the four cardinal di¬ 
rections is, that they always arrange themselves 
along visible lines, such as roads, boundaries 
of a room, etc.: in other words, the directions 
never subdivide themselves. In going along 
a new road which I know ought to bisect the 
angle between two directions, I can, by an 
effort of the will, imagine it to do so ; but, the 
moment attention is relaxed, one cardinal di¬ 
rection is sure to take possession of the road, 
and of course, once in possession, keeps it: so, 
no matter how well 1 may know that the walls 
of a room are at an angle of 90° with the other 
walls of a building, the directions are sure 
to arrange themselves parallel to the walls. 

It may be asked, IIow does this system work, 
in case of a number of rooms radiating like a 
fan from a central space ? I answer, that in 
such a case my ideas of direction simply get 
unutterably conftised, and only by long habit 
can I get the relations of the different rooms 
to each other. Simon Nkwoomu. 


THE ARAGO LABORATORY AT BAN - 
YULS. 

A mono the zoological stations or laborato¬ 
ries along the coast of France, none is more 
widely known or more firmly established than 
the laboratory at Iloscoff, 1 in Finistcrre, orga¬ 
nized in 1872 by Professor Lacaze - Duthiers 
as nu adjunct of his zoological laboratory of 
the Sorbonne at Paris. Encouraged by the 
success of his laboratory at ltoscolf, which 
during August, 1881, had twenty-five workers, 
but which, owing to its exposed position at 
the north-west extremity of France, was only 
available for work from March until October, 
at the most, Professor Lacaze-Dutliicrs sought 
to establish a winter laboratory on the Medi¬ 
terranean, to fhraish seaside work the re¬ 
maining months of the year. After careful 
examination of the French coast of the Medi¬ 
terranean, a location was chosen for the labo¬ 
ratory at the base of the rocky promontory of 
Font'auld, at the entrance of the little barbor 

1 For ft detailod account of the laboratory at ltoacoff, with map* 
and plum, we Htmit icitntyi(jue f Nov. 26,1881, xxvlll. 678-680. 


of Banyuls-sur-mev, within a few miles of the 
Spanish frontier in the department of Pyr 6 - 
irfcs-Orientales. 

The municipal council of Banyuls, through 
the mayor, M. Pascal, who took much interest 
in the establishment of the laboratory, offered 
a site for building, twelve hundred francs for 
immediate use, and an income of five hundred 
fl'ancs annually for twenty years ; M. Thomas, 
a wealthy gentleman of Banyuls, offered two 
hundred and fifty francs annually for ten years, 
and a boat; the council of the department of 
Pj T r^n 6 es - Orientales voted twenty thousand 
francs toward the construction of the labora- 
toiy; and subscriptions were received from 
the citizens of this rich wine-producing neigh¬ 
borhood. These w T ere some of the means em- 
ployed to induce Professor Lacuze-Duthiers to 
locate at Banyuls. Port Vendr&s, a neighbor¬ 
ing village, offered inducements to locate there ; 
but the great number of fishermen in Banyuls, 
its nearness to the open Mediterranean, and 
its freedom from the distractions due to com¬ 
mercial and other activities, together with the 
earnest interest taken by its inhabitants in 
the laboratory, won the choice of that village. 
What a novel sight it would be, here in America, 
to sec villages contesting for the honor of pos¬ 
sessing a scientific laboratory! The Academy 
of sciences at Paris took the laboratory under 
its protection ; and the establishment was called 
4 Laboratoire Arago/ to honor the name of 
the most distinguished savant of the Pyr 6 n£es- 
Qrientales, a former member of the academy. 

It is, of course, impossible to speak of much 
work already accomplished at the Arago labo- 
rator} r , us one might describe studies complet¬ 
ed at Roseoff; for the laboratory at Banyuls 
was scarcely finished In the winter of 1881-82, 
when, with another American and a French 
student, I had the pleasure of being one of the 
first to work within its walls: so I will write 
only of the region and of the laboratory. 

The eastern end of the Pyrenees descends 
suddenly upon a north and south coast by a 
scries of radiating ridges, between which are 
small indentations of the sea, forming harbors, 
with rocky promontories at each side of their 
entrances, aud a sandy beach within. This 
kind of coast offers numerous advantages to 
those searching for marine animals. On each 
of the larger of the beaches are villages, 
most of which date back to Roman times. 
These villages were recently connected by a 
railroad which follows the coast, passing 
through tunnels between them. 

Banyuls is situated upon one of these beaches* 
at the head of a small harbor, which is partly 
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protected from the open sea by a breakwater 
.(seen in the middle of the first picture at the 
left of the laboratory), which extends from the 
promontory, at the base of which the labora¬ 
tory is built, to a rooky island in the middle 
the entrance to the harbor. The village of 
Banyuls itself (seen in the other illustration, 
looking from the laboratory into the harbor) 
has about four thousand inhabitants. Behind 
the village the hills are clothed with vineyards, 
olive-groves, and cork-oak trees, nearly to their 
tops. To crown the view is the middle-age 
tower of Madeloth, or Tour du Diable , on a 
mountain six hundred and sixty-eight metres 
high. The village has two hotels, which arc 
crowded with bathers during midsummer. Jn 
winter there are few amusements, and the 
hotels are then nearly empty. For a good 
concise description and history of this region, 
in which the Catalan dialect still prevails to a 
considerable extent, and the history of which 
is extremely interesting, I refer to Pierre 
Vidal's Guide historique et pittoresque dans 
le departement des Pyrenees - Orientates, Per¬ 
pignan, 1879. M. Vidal is the assistant libra¬ 
rian of the town of Perpignan, capital of the 
department. 

The climate of Banyuls is sufficiently mod¬ 
erate to make a winter’s stay very agreeable. 
Oranges, figs, cactuses, almonds, and even the 
date-palm with poorly developed fruit, are cul¬ 
tivated in the valleys. In the latter part of 
February, 1882, I waded along the beaches in 
search of rnollusks, without finding the cold 
inconvenient. Snow rarely falls. The climate 
can be shown best by quoting a table for 1882, 
from Martinet, 1 as follows {degrees in Centi¬ 
grade) : — 



( 

Tkmpbhai 

'HUB. 


! Number 


| , 


j ""' 



i OK 

Month. •„ 

i EXTHHMBS. 

* 


MB AN 8. 

j DAVH or 

* 

j Mini. 

| mum. 

Maxi- 

tuum 

i Mini¬ 
mum. 

Maxi¬ 

mum 

Total. 

lialn. 

- ■■ 

i 

Wind 

January.... 
February, t . . 

2.0 

13.0 

6.0 

11.7 

8.4 


1 

1.5 

19,5 

6.4 

13] 

9.7 

a 

7 

March .... 

4.0 

23.0 

9,3 

too 

13. t 

6 

0 

April..... 

7.5 

26.0 

10,6 

18.0 

34,0 

8 

7 

May. 

10.0 

27.5 

14.7 

22.7 

18.7 

3 

ft 

June. 

lft.fi 

84A 

17.6 

26.6 

22.1 

4 

9 

July. 

70.0 

38A 

19.3 

28.3 

23.8 

a 

It 

August , . . .! 

September , . , 

18.0 

35.0 

19.9 

28.1 

24,0 

7 

6 

10.6 

28.0 

13.9 

20.4 

17.1 

13 

a 

October .... 
November . . . 

1 0.5 

27.0 

13 3 

19.8 

10.5 

6 

ti 

6.0 

19.0 

8.7 

15 A 

; la.i 

4 

8 

December . . . 

no 

10.0 

0.7 

11,6 

9.2 

8 

8 

Mean* of the year, J 

- 

- 

12.1 

10.4 

15.8 j 

67 

74 


* % Martinet, Batiyula »ur mvr (tier* g^gr. iuttnmL, April, 
8* ami , 00* 


The lowest temperature of which I find data 
was — in January, 1871. The cold winds 
which sometimes descend from the mountains, 
blowing with considerable severity for one or 
two days at a time, are the only unpleasant 
climatological feature of the region. 

I have been unable to find sufficient data in 
regard to the temperature of the sea-water at 
Banyuls. Martinet writes (l. c., May, 1883, 
p. 85), “ From the month of May the temper¬ 
ature of the sea4s 18° ; that of the air, in the 
sbadfe, from 30° to 35°. In July and August 
the temperature of the water reaches 21° to 
20°; then in September and October it de¬ 
scends from 22° to 18V’ 

The marine fauna at Banyuls is very rich. 
Several species of corals and of actinias, and 
numerous species of interesting mollusca, such 
as Chiton and Haliotus, can be taken on the 
rocks within a few metres of the laboratory. 
Besides these, the janitor in charge regularly 
transplants new species to the vicinity of the 
laboratory. Siphonophores, otenophores, and 
tunicates swarm in the waters. It would be 
useless to mention here the numerous forms 
which are found on every side without the aid 
of the dredge; and, when the dredge is used, 
the result is almost incredible. Add to this 
the habit already acquired by the fishermen of 
bringing to the laboratory all curious animals 
which they find in their nets, and we have 
a place whore unsurpassed opportunities are 
offered for obtaining material in quantity for 
study, an opportunity of which I availed my¬ 
self, in order to study the parasites of fishes 
and crustaceans. The fishing at Banyuls, ex¬ 
cepting that for sardines and anchovies, is car¬ 
ried on by the use of a large funnel-shaped net, 
held open, and drawn through the water by 
two boats, which stand a distance apart. Nu¬ 
merous sharks and cephalopoda, — both eaten 
by the people at Banyuls, — and sometimes 
ftunfishee (Orthagorisens) and other large fishes, 
are taken in these nets, besides smaller fishes 
by thousands. 

About fifty fishing-boats, like those seen in 
the secofid illustration, leave Banyuls early 
every pleasant morning, returning about five 
o'clock in the afternoon, when the fish are 
spread out for sale along the beach. This 
mode of sale is a convenience for the natural¬ 
ists as well as for the townspeople; on the 
contrary, in fishing-places near large cities, 
the fish are hurried aboard the trains, leaving 
no opportunity for their examination. The 
fresh "entrails of fishes can be examined by 
thousands on the bench at Banyuls, for para^ 
sites or for anatomical purposes. 
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The terrestrial and aerial fauna offers abun¬ 
dance of water-birds, lizards, geckoes and 
insects, seolopcndra and scorpions. 

The Antgo laboratory is a brick and stone 
building, a lion t forty metres long and ten metres 
wide, facing nearly northward. The illustra¬ 
tion is a view of the laboratory looking nearly 
southward from the village. The ground-floor 
of the laboratory is devoted to a small room 
for the janitor, another for apparatus, and to a 
large room for aquaria. Jn*ihe centre of the 
last room is a large oval aquarium, and fibout 
the room are smaller aquaria to be devoted to 
special purposes. The water from these aqua¬ 
ria passes out of the front of the building, and 
supplies other aquaria in the open air. It is, 


bis room, the worker has upon his right a 
table for drawing; in front, toward the large 
window, — which, with the climate of Banyuls, 
can be open much of the time, — is a table for 
bis microscope and apparatus; at his left, a 
table for specimens. Turning to his right, the 
investigator can write his notes and draw, free 
from the danger of water from his larger speci¬ 
mens. This arrangement of tables in three 
sides of a square, with a revolving-chair at the 
centre, is an idea original, as far as zoologi¬ 
cal laboratories are concerned, with Professor 
Lacnze-1 luthiers; and, after having used for a 
time tables thus arranged, one 4iever is exactly 
at ease when they are placed otherwise. As 
if these were too meagre furnishings for each 
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however, upon the first floor that the arrange¬ 
ments made by Professor Laenzo-1 luthiers 
attain the maximum of convenience. A hall 
runs lengthwise through the middle of the lab¬ 
oratory ; and from this hall open ortt at each 
side the separate rooms, consisting of a store¬ 
room for glassware, a lecture-room, a library, 
a room for the director, and nine rooms for 
work. Instead of having a table, ns is the 
usual mode in laboratories, each worker has a 
room (four metres square) to himself, wherein 
he can carry on researches undisturbed by his 
neighbors. As the laboratory is intended for 
advanced students pursuing original investiga¬ 
tions, this provision is of special importance. 
Sitting on a revolvipg-ehair in the middle of 


room, another table, a bookcase with drawers, 
and shelves, are added. A flowing supply of 
salt water will be, or probably is already, 
available for small aquaria in each of these 
work-rooms. Three of the rooms have chim¬ 
neys, and are more especially desirable for 
physiological researches. The second floor is 
not yet used, but probably will be ultimately 
partitioned into sleeping-rooms for those who 
work in the laboratory. 1 

The laboratory assesses already, besides 
two rowboats for collecting along the inden¬ 
tations of the coast, a new boat of the same 
general construction as arc the fishing-boats of 

1 For a totalled description and plans of the Ara#o lahont. 
tory, too tlte ttevve identity w«, Dec, U # 1881, xxvUf. 706-716. 
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the region, with a lateen-sail, but considerably 
larger for long voyages. This boat is command¬ 
ed by an experienced fisherman of Banyuls, 
who is conversant with the whole neighboring 
coast. 

The almost entire absence of rise and fall of 
tiie water at Banyuls at first puzzles a collect¬ 
or of marine animals accustomed to searching 
the rocks bared by the receding tide: but one 
soon finds other and equally productive modes 
of shore-collecting; while the very absence of 
great variation in the level of the water enables 
one to moor boxes of embryos along the inside 
of the breakwater, and watch their develop¬ 
ment at leisure. 

The expenses of living in Banyals are about 
what they would be in a village of the same 


AUGUST REPORTS OF STATE 
WEA THER-SEll VICES . 

Tub states in which organized weather-services 
exUt have Issued reports for August which give In 
some detail the results of the observations. The 
special feature of the month in the majority of states 
seems to have been the lack of rain, and the con¬ 
sequent drought. 

Georj/ia. ~ The temperatures ranged from 47° to 
08°; the mean was 70°.3» The rainfall ranged from 
1.01 inches in tUwoulh-west to 0,15 inches In the 
south-east* The general drought of the summer was 
unbroken. The cotton and corn crops do not average 
75 % of the usual yield, 

Indiana .—Thunder and lightning were unusually 
prevalent, but the rainfall was At least one inch less 
than tho average. The temperatures were lower 
than usual, and light frosts were reported on the 



size oh the New-Engknd coast; but the labo¬ 
ratory* like that at Kosoolf, is free, requiring 
for itr u|e only the permission of Profess¬ 
or Lacaxe-Duthicrs, Reagents, microscopes, 
mounted dissecting-lenses, glassware, and ail 
other necessary apparatus, are ftaished free, 
the only cost being a small fee paid to the jani¬ 
tor for the care of-rooms. While, in all proba¬ 
bility, preference would be rightly giveu to 
Frenchmen, in cose there were* more applicants 
for ptaees than there were rooms, yet foreign 
investigators will undoubtedly play an impor¬ 
tant pArt lh the laboratory at Baiiybls, as they 
SfauKvei that At Roscoff, and wut 

return their native countries vividly im* 
liberality and devotion to soi- 
^qe shown by Professor Lacaze-Puthiers, 

iModR* 


24th and 25th. The pressure was nearly normal, 
with a small range. 

Iowa, — 44 The month was cold, clear, dry, with 
north-westerly and south-easterly winds equally fre¬ 
quent, and calms numerous.” The low mean tem¬ 
perature, 2°.5 below the normal, is mainly due to the 
first debad$; but in this period the sunshine was 
especially intense. The number of fine days, and the 
dry, Sunny weather, have been favorable to the crops. 
Frosts were recorded on the 22d, 28<1, and 24th. 
There was a very severe hail-storm on the 7 th, extend¬ 
ing from Sac to Cass counties, 

Missouri. —The mean temperature was below the 
normal, at St. Louis 2°.3 lower. The rainfall was 
less than the average, the amount at the central 
station in St. Louie being not much more than half 
the equal quantity. The heaviest rainfall was on 
the southern border of the state. In consequence 
of the continued drought, the crops have suffered 
much. A few wind and hail storms were reported.. 
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Nebraska. — Tliere are thirty-one observers, from 
who^e reports It is found that the temperature and 
rainfall were about normal. The average mean tem¬ 
perature was 7ft°.4; average rainfall, 3.4$ inches. 
The highest of the maximum temperatures was 93°; 
the lowest of the minimum, 47°. A violent hail¬ 
storm occurred on the 8th, at Lincoln; and a wind of 
forty four miles per hour, from the east, was noted 
at North Plat te. 

Ohio ,—The barometric pressure was unusually 
steady, the small range of 0.542 inches being noted. 
The mean temperature, 08°.2, fs more than four 
degrees below the average. A minimum of 39°*was 
noted. JRain fell on seven days only. The average 
rainfall was only 1.88 Inches, the usual amount being 
3.47 Inches. At Lebanon 4.00 inches fell, and at 
Granville 0.70 inch. A violent storm of wind and 
hall visited Wooster and vicinity on the 28th. 

Tennessee.—The reports are from thirty-five sta¬ 
tions. The highest of the maximum temperatures 
noted was 94°, and the lowest of the minimum 43°, 
The ranges of temperature were generally uniform 
throughout the state; but the precipitation, which 
ranged from 1.03 to 0.38 inches, was quite unevenly 
distributed. The weather presented no remarkable 
features. There was a marked absence of high winds 
or severe electrical disturbances. The crop reports 
are excellent, but the average condition is a little 
below that of last year. 


THE GEOGRAPHIC CONTROL OF 
MARINE SEDIMENTS . 

M. A. Rutot, conservator in the Royal museum of 
natural history of Belgium, who, In connection with 
M. E. Van den Broeck, has been studying the tertiary 
strata of his country, has lately taken up [hull, mm. 
rot/, hist. not. iftdr/., If. 1883,41) the fruitful subject 
of the Immediate dependence of fragmental marine 
deposits on geographic conditions, such as distance 
and form of shore-line, depth of water, currents, etc., 
and the consequent changes in these deposits follow¬ 
ing changes in the controlling geographic surround¬ 
ings. The matter is properly treated deductively, 
and so far as concerns vertical oscillations of the 
earth's crust, which determine advance and retreat of 
the shore-line, It Is examined with much detail. The 
conclusion is reached, that the frequent changes 
from gravels, through sands to clays, and back again 
to gravels, that characterise the Belgian tertiaries, 
can be fully explained by simple, assignable, and slow 
geographic causes. Wo have only to regret, that, in 
the forty pages devoted to the subject, more room 
was not found for mention of what others have done 
in the same direction. The method of investigation 
may be outlined as follows: — 

There Is first given the familiar illustration of the 
varied deposits forming off shore at any single time, 
showing that the texture, and, in part, the composi¬ 
tion of the deposits, are functions of the distance 
from the shore-lino, as in fig. 1. Now, let a general 
depression slowly take place, by which the sek will 
advance over the land: the, whole set of deposits 


shifts with the shore, until sands, and at last clays, 
are laid down over the first gravels, as In fig. 2. 
Then, if elevation replace the depression, the set of 
strata shifts seaward, and the sands, and at last the 
shore-gravels, lie above the clays, as in fig. 3. It is 
generally noted that the upper gravels are finer than 
the lower, as the later deposits are made, in part, by 
working over the older during the time of emergence. 



The complete set of deposits formed during such a 
doubfe oscillation of sea-level is to be considered in 
two ways, — first, with regard to the vertical sequence 
of the strata; second, with regard to their horizontal 
equivalence. The vertical sequence is seen in fig. 4: 
it is made up of the gravels and sands of Immersion, 
the central layer of clay, and the sands and gravels 



Fig. 2. 


of emersion, each stratum having its appropriate 
fossils. Such * circles of deposition, J enlarged by the 
addition of a limestone at the time of greatest dis¬ 
tance of the old shore-line, occur several times In 
our Appalachian sections; and the recognition of their 
meaning, especially in Professor Newberry’s luminous 
writings, has thrown much light on the evolution of 
our country. M. Rutot gives the accompanying figure 
(ft) to illustrate the succession of unequal or Incom¬ 
plete oscillations: it shows, L, a large and complete 
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oscillation, partly eroded before II., a second depres¬ 
sion, from which the elevation was incomplete; li| M a 
great depression and complete elevation; IV., a mod¬ 
erate depression and eletatlon. This complicated 
succession represents perfectly the type of the Bel¬ 
gian tertiaries; and the deductions from Its physical 
features are fully confirmed by the evidence from its 
fossils. 

The second Consideration, involving the horizontal 
equivalence of the different strata, is perhaps the" 
most suggestive part of the paper. It is of much 
importance, and is seldom sufficiently treated. It 
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involve# the further examination of the dependence 
of a set of phenomena on their distance from some 
controlling condition, which can be called the direc¬ 
trix, and which may change its position. Tills is 
worthy of Illustration. We find a simple case, in 
which the directrix is motionless, in the escape of 
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ga<*cs during a volcanic eruption. The eruptive vent 
is the directrix, and the various gases are successively 
gfven off from the lava when Its temperature falls to 
that below which they cannot be occluded, the tem¬ 
perature depending largely on the distance of flow 
from the crater. An example In which the directrix 
moves continually in one direction is seen in the 
dependence of terrestrial day and night, with all 
their attendant changes, from w.armth to cold, ac¬ 
tivity to rest, on the position of the sun, One in 
which the directrix moved fora time in one direction 
Is seen in the relation of our drift-deposits to the 
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4 retreating , margin of the continental Ice. Far to 
the northward of the margin, where the ice was 
thickest and moved fastest, erosion was most active; 
at a iess distance, the ground-moraine was accumu¬ 
lated at favorable points; at the margin, the K&me 
gravels were deposited; and farther south, the brick- 
slays settled where they found quiet water r hence all 


these may he chronologically equivalent in passing 
from south to north, although at a given point we 
should find a vertical sequence from scratched rock., 
through ground-moraine and Kamo gravels to brick- 
clay. An effect of irregular motion of the directrix 
will be seen in the shifting of all those physical and 
chemical actions going on within the earth, and 
dependent for their proper temperatures and press¬ 
ures on their depth below the surface; for this 
depth, or the distance from their directrix, is con¬ 
tinually, though very slowly and irregularly, chan¬ 
ging,—decreaaiSg, while the superincumbent 
in&ss culminates in a land-surface that is losing 
ground by erosion; increasing, whiie it is receiv¬ 
ing new material below the sea. A regular oscil¬ 
lation of the4ifectrix is presented in the swinging 
of the sun north and south of the equator, carry¬ 
ing the seasons, the wind-systems, and the length 
of the day, In Its train. Finally, the case in point 
shows us an irregular shifting of the shore-line 
directrix as the land slowly rises and falls. As a 
first result of the dependence of deposits on their 
distance from the shore-line, we shall find that 
those formations which are at any given moment 
contemporaneous, or horizontally equivalent, are 
the very ones already seen at any given point in 
vertical sequence. Secondly, when we view a broad 
set of deposits accumulated during a shifting of the 
shore-line, it will he seen, that while the hand of con¬ 
glomerate or sandstone is continuous for considerable 
distances, and apparently of contemporaneous forma¬ 
tion throughout, It is not so in reality; for the linos of 
composition are not lines of deposition, and one part 
of the conglomerate is distinctly of later dale than 
another, and really contemporaneous with the clay 
overlying the latter. This is illustrated in fig. 2, 
and shows the complete abandonment of the old 
ideas concerning universal formations. Instead of 
supposing that contemporaneous deposits are of uni¬ 
form composition throughout, we must now admit 
that they necessarily vary. 

M. Ru tot’s paper, was prepared especially for the 
explanation of Belgian geology. Before it could 
serve as a guide to the meaning of our broad paleo¬ 
zoic strata, there should be added a consideration of 
the geographic conditions of limestone-making, and 
of the former greater strength of transporting agen¬ 
cies required by our old conglomerates. It wduld 
have been well to consider Phillips's suggestion con¬ 
cerning continuous subsidence at irregular rates, in 
which the shallowing is produced by deposition 
instead of by elevation; for, although this is quite 
inadequate to explain the changes in the heavy Ap¬ 
palachian sediments, where shallow-water sandstones 
sometimes quickly follow deep-water limestones or 
shales, it may serve in certain cates of smaller meas¬ 
ure, which M. Rutot has Interpreted as the effects of 
oscillations. On the other hand, the occurrence of 
elevation after and in spite of deposition might be 
emphasised to show the rather one-sided aspect of the 
conclusions lately discussed by the English geologists, 
who too often consider erosion and deposition as 
almost the chief causes of change of level. 
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r lUB DEVONSHIRE CAVERNS, AND 
THEIR CONTENTS. 1 

ANTHBOPOtrOOT, on one of 118 numerous sides, 
marches with geology; and lienee it is, no doubt, 
that l t for many years a laborer very near this some¬ 
what ill-detlned border, have been invited Jo assist 
my frieuds and neighbors In the work which lies 
before them during the association week. I have 
the more cheerfully accepted the invitation, from a 
vivid recollection, that, when on a few occasions I 
have come uninvited into this department, my recep¬ 
tion has been so very cordial as to lead me Vo ask 
myself whether the reports which for many years 
(1804 to 1880) 1 laid annually before my geological 
brethren did not derive their chiefd|tereat from their 
anthropological bearings and teachings. 

In 1858, a quarter of a century ago, I had the pleas¬ 
ure of reading to the geological section of the 
association the first public communication on the 
exploration, then in progress, of Brlxham Cavern 
(morecorrectly, Xlrlxhain Windmill-hill Cavern); and 
as any interest connected with that paper lay en¬ 
tirely In the evidence It contained of the inoscula¬ 
tion and contemporaneity of human industrial relict 
of a rude character, with remains of certain extinct 
mammals, I purpose on this occasion to lay before 
the department a few thoughts, retrospective and pro¬ 
spective, which nfay be said to radiate from that ex¬ 
ploration, confining myself mainly to South Devon. 

Probably nothing will better show the apparent 
apathy and scepticism with which, up to 1858, all 
geological evidence of the antiquity of man was 
received by British geologists generally, than (he 
following statement of facts:— 

About the beginning of the second quarter of the 
present century, the late Kev. J, MacEnery made 
Kent’s Cavern, or Kent’s Hole, near Torquay, famous 
by bis researches and discoveries there. He not only 
found flint implements beneath a thick continuous 
sheet of stalagmite, but, after a most CArefui and 
painstaking investigation In the presence of witnesses, 
arrived at the conclusion that the flints 44 were depos¬ 
ited in their deep position before the creation of the 
stalagmite ” (ZVans. Devon, assoc., Ml, 830); and whim 
it was suggested by the Rev. Dr. Buckl&nd, to whom he 
at once and without reservation communicated all his 
discoveries, that 44 the ancient Britons had scooped 
out ovens in the stalagmite, and that through them 
the knives got admission to the 4 diluvium,’ ” he re¬ 
plied, u I am bold to say that in no instance have I dis¬ 
covered evidence of breaches or ovens in the floor, but 
one continuous plate of stalagmite diffused uniformly 
over the loam ” (/Md., p. 884). He added, 44 It is 
painful to dissent from so high an authority, and 
more particularly so from my concurrence generally 
n his views of the phenomena of these caves, which 
three years’ personal observation has In almost every 
instance enabled me to verify” (Ibfcg., p. 888). 

It is perhaps not surprising that Dr. Buckland, 

* Address by Wiuaan PBWOBU/r, F.H.S., F.G.8., vi&.prosi. 
dent ef the sectMn of anthropology of the BriUsh'association 
for the aCvanscmeat of wvtooatt. Prom Mature. 


one of the leading geologists of his day, should be 
too tenacious of his opinion, and feel too secure In 
liis position to yield to the statements and arguments 
of his comparatively young friend, MacEnery, then 
scarcely known to the scientific world. 

That the position taken by Buckland retarded the 
progress of truth, aud was calculated to check the 
ardor of research, is apparently certain, and much 
to be regretted. But it should be remembered, that, 
at least as early as 1819, he taught that 44 the two 
great points ... of the low antiquity of the human 
race, and the universality of a recent deluge, are most 
satisfactorily confirmed by every thing that has yet 
been brought to light by geological investigations” 
(Vindiciae geologicae, p. 24); that early In 1822 he 
reiterated and emphasized these opinions In his fa¬ 
mous Kirkdale paper ( Phil, tram . for 1822, pp. 171- 
230), which the Royal society ‘crowned with the 
Copley medal’ ((^uart. joum. yeol . sec., vol. xiii. 
p. xxxiii.); that in 1823, having amplified and revl-ed 
this paper, he published it as an independent quarto 
volume under the attractive title of 4 Reliquiae 
diluvlanac,’ of which he issued a second edition in 
1824; and that though his acquaintance with Kent’s 
Cavern was much less intimate than that of Mac- 
Knory, he nevertheless was, of the two, the earlier 
worker there, and, in fact, had discovered a flint im¬ 
plement In It before MacEnery had ever seen, that or 
any other cavern, — the first tool of the kind found 
in any cavern, It is believed, and which In all prob¬ 
ability was met with under circumstances not in con¬ 
flict with his published opinion on the low antiquity 
of man. I confess that under such circumstances, 
human nature being what it is, the line followed by 
Dr. Buckland seems to me to have been that which 
most men would have pursued. 

It was, at any rate, the line to which he adhered 4 
as late, at least, as 1837; for in his well-known 
‘Bridgewater treatise,* published that year, after de¬ 
scribing his visit to the caverns near Lidge, famous 
through the discoveries of Dr. Schmerling, he said, 

44 The human bones found In these caverns are in a 
state of less decay than those of the extinct species 
of beasts: they are accompanied by rude flint knives, 
and other instruments of flint and bone, and are 
probably derived from uncivilized tribes that In¬ 
habited the caves. Some of the human bones may 
also be the remains of individuals, who, in more re¬ 
cent times, have been buried in such convenient 
repositories. M. Schmerling . • . expresses his opin¬ 
ion that these human bones are coeval with those of 
the quadrupeds of extinct species, found witti them, 
—an opinion from which the author, after a careful 
examination of M, Schmerling’s collection, entirely 
dissents” (Qp. cit. f L 602). 

It may be doubted, however, whether his faith In 
these his early convictions remained unshaken to 
the end. I have frequently been told by one of his 
contemporary professors at Oxford, who knew him 
intimately, that Buckland shrank from the task of 
preparing fpr the press new editions of his 4 Reliquiae 
dlluvianae’ and his ‘ Bridgewater treatise.’ 4 The 
work,’ he Said, 4 would be, not editing, but re-writing.’ 
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Mr. MacEnery intended to publish his 4 Cavern 
researches * in one volume quarto, Illustrated with 
thirty plates. In what appears to have been his 
second prospectus, unfortunately not dated, he said, 
“The limited circulation of works of this nature 
oeing by no means equal to the expenses attendant 
on the execution of so large a series [of plates], the 
author is obliged to depart from his original plan, 
and to solicit the support of those who may feel an 
interest in the result of his researches/’ 

There is reason to believe that at least twenty-one 
of the plates were ready, and that the rough copy of 
much of his manuscript was written, but that, the 
support he solicited not being forthcoming, the Idea 
of publishing had to be abandoned (see Trans. 
Devon, assoc., ill. 198-201). 

In 1840 Mr. It, A. C. Austen, F.G.8. (nowGodwin- 
Austeu), read to the Geological society of London 
a paper on the bone-caves of Devonshire, which, 
with some amplifications, was incorporated In his 
memoir on the geology of the south-east of Devon¬ 
shire, printed in the transactions of the society In 
1842 (2d ser. vl, 438-489). Speaking of his own re¬ 
searches in Kent's Cavern, he said, “Human re¬ 
mains, and works of art, such as arrow-heads and 
knives of flint, occur in all parts of the cave, and 
throughout the entire thickness of the clay; and no 
distinction founded on condition, distribution, or rela¬ 
tive position, can be observed whereby the human can 
be separated from the other reliquiae" (TMd. f p. 444). 

He ^dded, “ My own researches were constantly 
conducted in parts of the cave which had never been 
disturbed, and In every Instance the bones were pro¬ 
cured from beneath a thick covering of stalagmite. 
So far, then, the bones and works of man must, have 
been introduced into the cave before the flooring of 
stalagmite had been formed ” (Ihiit, p. 446). 

Though these Important and emphatic statements 
were so fortunate as to be committed to the safe 
keeping of print with but little delay, and under the 
most favorable circumstances, they appear neither 
to have excited any interest, nor, indeed, to have re¬ 
ceived much, if any, attention. 

In 1846 the Torquay natural history society ap¬ 
pointed a committee, consisting of Dr, Batteraby, 
Mr* Vivian* And myself,—all tolerably familiar with 
the statements of Mr. MacEnery and Mr. Austen, — 
to make a few diggings in Kent's Cavern for the 
purpose of obtaining specimens for their museum. 
The work, though mwe or less desultory and unsys¬ 
tematic, was by no means carelessly done; and the 
committee were unanimously and perfectly satisfied 
that the objects they mot with had been deposited 
at the same time as the matrix in which they were 
Inhumed. At the close of their investigation they 
drew up a report, which was printed In the Torquay 
directory for Nov. 6 , 1846 (see Ttms. Devon. a*mc. t 
x . 162 )* Its substance, embodied in a paper by Mr. 
Vivian, was read to the Geological society of London 
on May 12 , 1847 , as wish as to the BrltMi associa¬ 
tion in the succeeding June; and the following ab¬ 
stract Wa* printed lit the Report of the ajwoclation 
lor that year (p. TSh-* ' / 


“ The Important point that we have established Is, 
that relics of human art are found beneath the un¬ 
broken floor of stalagmite. After taking every pre¬ 
caution by sweeping the surface, and examining 
most minutely whether there were any traces of the 
floor having been previously disturbed, we broke 
through the solid stalagmite in three different parts 
of the cavern, and In each instance found flint knives. 
... In the spot where the most highly finished 
specimen was found, the passage was so low that it 
was extremely dlf%ult, with qnarrymen’s tools and 
good,workmen, to break through the crust; and the 
supposition that it had been previously disturbed Is 
Impossible," 

It will be borne in mind that the same paper was 
read the month before to the Geological society. The 
council of that body, being apparently unprepared 
to print In their Quarterly journal the statements it 
contained, contented themselves with the following 
notice, given here in Its entirety (Op, eft., ill. 853) : — 

“♦On Kent’s Cavern, near Torquay/ by Mr. Ed¬ 
ward Vivian. — In this paper an account was given 
of some recent researches In that cavern by a com¬ 
mittee of the Torquay natural history society, during 
which the bones of various extinct species of animals 
were found in several situations." 

It will be observed that the ‘flint knives* were 
utterly Ignored, — a fact rendered the more signifi¬ 
cant by the following announcement on the wrap¬ 
per of the journal: “The editor of the Quarterly 
journal is directed to make It known to the public 
that the authors alone are responsible for the facts 
and opinions contained In their respective papers," 

Such, briefly, were the principal researches in 
Kent’s Cavern, at intervals from 1826 to 1847. Their 
reception was by no means encouraging: Mr. Mac- 
Enery, after incurring very considerable expense, 
was under the necessity of abandoning the Intention 
of publishing his 1 Cavern researches;* Mr. Austen’s 
paper, though printed unabridged, was given to an 
apathetic, unbelieving world, and was apparently 
without effect; and Mr. Vivian’s paper, virtually 
the report by a committee of which he was a mem¬ 
ber, was cut down to four lines of a harmless, unex¬ 
citing character. 

For some years nothing occurred to break the 
quietude, which, but for an unexpected discovery on 
the southern shore of Torbay, would probably have 
remained to this day. 

Early'in 1858 the workmen engaged in a limestone- 
quarry on Windmill Hill, overhanging the fishing 
town of Brtxham In South Devon, broke unexpect-' 
edly a hole through what proved to bo the roof of ata- 
unknown and unsuspected cavern. I visited it very 
soon after the discovery, and sec/ired, to myself the 
rttukiX of a lease* to include the right of exploration* 
A# the story of this cavern has been told at some 
length elsewhere (see Phil. tram., dxlit 471-672; nr 
Trans, Devon, assoc., Vi. 776-856), ft Will here suffice- 
to sgy. f that at the Instance of the late Dr. H* Fal¬ 
coner, the eminent paleontologist, the subject was 
taken np very cordially by the Royal end' geological 
societies of London, a committee was appointed by 
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the 1 at tor body, tlie exploration was placed under the 
superintendence of Mr. (now Profehgor) Prestwich 
and myself, and, being the only resident member 
of the committee, the actual superintendence fell of 
necessity to me. 

The following facta connected with this cavern 
were, no doubt, influential in leading to the decision 
to have it explored: — 

1* It was a virgin cave which had been hermetically 
sealed during an Incalculably long period, the last 
previous event In its history being the introduction 
of a reindeer antler, found attached to the upper sur¬ 
face of tlie stalagraltic floor. It was therefore free 
from the objection, urged soihetimes against Kent’s 
Cavern* that having been known from time imme¬ 
morial, and up to 1825 always open to all comers, it 
had perhaps been ransacked again and again. 

2. It was believed, and It proved, to be a compar¬ 
atively very small cavern; so that its complete ex¬ 
ploration was not likely to require a large expenditure 
of time or of money. 

It will be soon that the exploration was placed 
tinder circumstances much more likely to command 
attention than any of those which had preceded It. 
It was to be carried on under the auspices of the 
Jtoyal andj&eological societies by a committee con¬ 
sisting of Mr. H. Heckles, Mr. 0. Busk, Hev. R. 
Everest, Dr. IL Falconer, Mr, God win-Austen, Sir 
0. Lyell, Professor Owen, Dr. J. Percy, Mr, J. Prest¬ 
wick, professor (now Sir A. C.) Ramsay, and myself, 

all fellows of the Geological society, and almost 
all of them of the Royal society also. 

It was impossible not to feel, however, that the 
mode of exploration must be such as would not 
merely satisfy those actually engaged In the work, 
but such as would command for the results which 
might be obtained the acceptance of the scientific 
world generally. Hence I resolved to have nothlpg 
whatever to do with ‘trial pits’ here and there, pr 
with shafts to be sunk in selected places, but first to 
examine and remove the stalagmite floor, then the 
entire bed Immediately below (If,not of inconvenient 
depth), horizontally throughout the entire length 
of the cavern, or so far as practicable; this accom¬ 
plished, to proceed In like manner with the next lower 
bed; and so on until all the deposits had been removed. 

This method, uniformly followed, was preferable 
to any other, because it would reveal the general 
stratlgraphfcal order of the deposits, with the amount 
and direction of such 1 dip * as they might have, as 
well as any variations in the thickness of the beds; 
it would afford the only chance of securing all the 
fossils* and,of thus ascertaining* npt only the differ¬ 
ent kinds of animals represent^! in the cave, but 
also the ratios which the numbers of individuals 
of the various species bore to one another, as -well 
as all peculiar or noteworthy collocations; it would 
disclose the extent, character, and general features 
of the cavern itself; it was undoubtedly the least 
expensive mode of exploration; and It would render 
it almost Impossible to refer bones, or indications 
of human existence, to wrong beds, depths, of asso* 
ctatlous. * 


The work was begun in July, 1858, and Mooed at 
the end of twelve months, when the cavern had 
practically been completely emptied. An official re¬ 
port was printed in the Philosophical transactions 
for 1878, and all the specimens have been handed 
over to the British museum. 

The paper on the subject mentioned at the begin¬ 
ning of this address was read In September, 1858, 
during the meeting of the association at Deeds, when 
I had the pleasure of stating that eight flint tools 
bad already been found in various parts of the cav¬ 
ern, all of them inosculating with bones of mam¬ 
malia, at depths varying from nine to forty-two 
Inches Itj the cave-earth, on which lay a sheet of 
stalagmite from throe to eight inches thick, and hav¬ 
ing within it and on it relics of Hon, hyena, bear, 
mammoth, rhinoceros, and reindeer. 

It soon became obvious that the geological apathy 
previously spoken of had been rather apparent than 
real. In fact, geologists were found to have been 
not so much disinclined to entertain the question of 
human antiquity as to doubt the trustworthiness of 
the evidence which had previously been offered to 
them on the subject. It was felt, moreover, that tlie 
Brixham evidence made it worth while, and indeed 
a duty, to re-examine that from Kent’s Cavern, as 
well as that said to have been met with In river- 
deposits in the valley of the Somme and elsewhere. 

The first-fruits, I lmlleve, of this awakening, was a 
paper by Mr. Prestwich, read to the Royal society, 
May 2fi, 1859, on the occurrence of flint implements, 
associated uritli the‘ remains of animals of extinct 
species in beds of a late geological period,—In 
France at Amiens and Abbeville, am! In England 
at Hoxne (Phil, tram, for 1850, pp. 277-317). This 
paper contains explicit evidence that Brixham Cav¬ 
ern had had no small share lu disposing Its author 
to undertake the investigation, which added to his 
own great reputation, and rescued M. Boucher de 
Perthes from undeserved neglect. 14 It was not,” 
Says Mr. Prestwich, “ until I had myself witnessed 
the conditions under which these flint Implements 
had been found at Brixham, that I became fully 
Impressed with the validity of the doubt* thrown 
upon the previously prevailing opinions with respect 
to such remains in oaves ” ( Op . dt, 280). 

Sir C. Lyell, too, in his address to the geological 
section of tlie British association, at Aberdeen, in 
September, 1859, said, “The facts recently brought 
to light during tlie systematic investigation, as re¬ 
ported on by Dr. Falconer, of the Brixham Cave* 1 
must, I think, have prepared you to admit that scep¬ 
ticism in regard to the cave evidence in favor of the 
antiquity of man had previously been pushed to an 
extreme’ 1 (Report Brit, assoc., 1859, traits, sects., p« 
93). 

It is probably unnecessary to quote further to show, 
how very large a iffiare the exploration at Brixham 
had In impressingthe scientific world generally with 
the value and importance of the geological evidence 
of man’s antiquity. That impression, begun, as we 
have seen, in 7858, has not only .lasted to the present 
day, but has probably not yet culminated, *'Jt h$a 
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produced numerous volumes* crowds of papers, count¬ 
less articles in reviews and magazines, in various 
countries; and perhaps, lu order to show bow very 
popular the subject became almost immediately, it is 
only necessary to state that Sir 0. Lyell's great work 
on the * Antiquity of man' was published in Febru¬ 
ary, 1868; the second edition appeared in the foiJew¬ 
ing April; and the third followed hi the succeeding 
November, — three editions of a bulky scientific work 
in less than ten months 1 A fourth edition was pub¬ 
lished in May, 1878. 

Few, It may be presumed, can now doubt that those 
who before 1868 believed that our fathers had under¬ 
estimated human antiquity, and fought for their be¬ 
lief, have at length obtained a victory. Nevertheless, 
every anthropologist has doubtless, from time to time, 

“ Hoard tho distant mid random gun 
That the foe waa auJlufily thin#.” 

The 'foe,' to speak metaphorically, seems to consist 
of very irregular forces, occasionally unfair but never 
dangerous, sometimes very amusing, and frequently 
but badly armed, or without any real armor. The 
Spartan law which fined a citizen heavily for going 
into battle unarmed was probably a very wise one. 

For example, and dropping a metaphor, a pamphlet 
published in 1877 contains the following passage: 
“With regard to all these supposed flint implements 
and spear-and arrow-heads found in various places, 
It may be well to mention here the frank confession 
of Ur. Carpenter. He lias told us from the presiden¬ 
tial chair of the Royal academy that ‘ no logical proof 
can be adduced that the peculiar shapes of these flints 
were given them by human hands’" (see 4 Is the 
book wrong? a question for sceptics,’ by Hely II, 
A. Smith, p. 20). The words ascribed to Dr. Carpen¬ 
ter we put within inverted commas, and are the 
whole of the quotation from him. 1 was a good deal 
mystified on first reading them; for while it seemed 
likely that the president spoken of was the well- 
known member of this association, Ur. W. B, Car¬ 
penter, it was difficult to account for Ins being in the 
presidential chair of the Koyal academy, and not easy 
to understand what the Koyal academy had to do 
with *fllnt implements. A little search, however, 
showed that the address which Hr. W. B, Carpenter 
delivered lit 1872 from the presidential chair of, not 
the Royal academy, but the British association, con¬ 
tained the actual words quoted, followed immediately 
by others which the author of the pamphlet found it 
inconvenient to include in his quotation. Dr. Car¬ 
penter, speaking of * common sense,* referred, by way 
of illustration, to the 4 flint implements 1 of the Abbe¬ 
ville and Amiens gravel-beds, and remarked, 44 No logi¬ 
cal proof can be adduced that the peculiar shapes of 
these flints were given to them by human hands; but 
does any unprejudiced person now doubt It?" (Re¬ 
port UHL assoc., 1872, p. ixxv.) Dr, Carpenter, after 
some farther remarks on the/ flint implements,’ con¬ 
cluded hU paragraph respecting them with the follow¬ 
ing words: 44 Thus what was in the first imdance a 
matter of disepsslqn, Im now become one of those 
Iself-evWefi^ proposltdofis which, claim the unhesi¬ 


tating assent of all whose opinion on the subject is 
entitled to the least weight." 

It cannot be doubted, that, taken in He entirety 
(Mutt is to say, taken as every lover of truth and fair¬ 
ness should and would take it), Dr. Carpenter’s para¬ 
graph would produce on the mind of the reader a 
very different effect, from that likely, and no doubt in¬ 
tended, to be produced by the mutilated version of It 
given in the pamphlet, 

A second edition of the pamphlet has been given 
to the world. I)r. Carpenter is still in the presiden¬ 
tial chair of the ftbyal academy, and the quotation 
front his address is as conveniently short as before. 

It would be easy to bring together a largo number 
of similar inodes of ‘ defending the cause of truth,’ 
to use the words of the pamphlet just noticed; but 
space and time forbid. 

I cannot, however, forego the pleasure of introdu¬ 
cing the following recent and probably novel expla¬ 
nation of cavern phenomena. In 1882 my attentioh 
was directed to two articles by one and the same 
writer, on ‘Bone-cave phenomena.’ The writer’s 
theme was professedly the Victoria Cave, uear Settle, 
Yorkshire, which he says vva» an old Roman lead- 
mine; but his remarks are intended to apply to bone- 
caves In general. He takes a very early opportunity, 
in the second article, of stating that “ we shall have 
to take care to distinguish between what is truly in¬ 
dicated in the * science ’ view from what are purely 
imaginary exaggerations of its natural and historical 
phenomena;" and ho no doubl believes that he has 
taken this care. 

"We have now," ho says, "to present our own 
view of the Victoria Cave and the phenomena con¬ 
nected with U, premising that a great many of the 
old mines in Europe were opened by Phoenician 
colonists and metal-workers a thousand years before 
1 the Romans had set foot in Britain, which accounts 
for the various floors of stalagmite found in most 
caves, and also for the variety of groups of bones 
embedded in them. The animals represented by 
them, when living, were not running wild about the 
hills, devouring each other, as science men suppose, 
but the useful auxiliaries ami trained drudges of the 
miners in their work. Some of them, as the bear, 
had simply been bunted, and used for food; and 
others of a fierce character, as the hyena, to frighten 
and keep in awe the native Briton*. The larger 
species of mammalia, as the elephant, the rhino¬ 
ceros, and hippopotamus, and beasts foreign to the 
country, the Romans, no less than the Phoenicians, 
had every facility in bringing with them iu their 
ships of commerce from Carthage, or other of the 
African ports. These, with the native horse, ojt, 
and stag, which are always found in larger numbers 
in the caves than the remains of foreign animals, all 
worked peacefully together In the various operations 
of the mines. . . . The hippopotamus, although 
amphibious, Is a grand beast for heavy work, such as 
mining, quarrying, or road-making; aud his keeper 
would take care that he was comfortably lodged in 
a tank of water during the night. . . . The phe¬ 
nomena of the Victoria Cave lead-mine differ in no 
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material respect from those of hundreds of others, 
whether of load, copper, silver, or iron, worked in 
Homan and pre-Homan times in all parts of Europe, 
He tunnels have all been regularly quarried and 
mined, not by ancient neas t but by the hands of his¬ 
toric man. Double openings have been made in 
every case for convenient ingress and egress during 
the process of excavation. Its roadways had been 
levelled, and holes made up with breccia, gravel, sand, 
and bones of beasts that had succumbed to toll, on 
which sledges, trolleys, and wagons could glide or 
rum , , . Near the entrance in side Victoria Cave 
were found lb© usual beds of charcoal, and the 
hearths for refining the metal; while close by, on 
the hillside, may still be seen the old kilns in which 
the men‘ roasted ’ the metallic ores, and burned lime.” 

Should any one be disposed to ascribe these arti¬ 
cles to some master of the art of joking, it need only 
be replied that they appeared in a religious journal 
(The champion of the faith against current infidelity 
for April 20 aiui May 11, 1S82, vol. 1. pp. 5 and 20), 
with the writer’s name appended, and that I have 
reason to believe they were written eeriou&ly and in 
earnest. 

It has been already intimated that Brixbam Cavern 
has secured a somewhat prominent place in liter¬ 
ature; and it can scarcely be needful to add that 
some of the printed statements respecting it arc not 
quite correct. The following instances of inaccuracy 
may be taken as samples: — 

The late Professor Ansted, describing Brixbam 
Cavern in 1801, said, “In the middle of the cavern, 
under stalagmite itself, and actually entangled with 
an antler of a reindeer and the bones of the great 
cavern-bear, were found rude sculptured flints, such 
as are known to have been used by savages in most 
parts of tbe world ” (‘ Geological gossip,’ p. 200), 

To be ‘entangled’ with ope another, the antler, 
the bones of the cave-bear, and the flints, must have 
been all lying together. As a matter of fact, how¬ 
ever, the antler was on the upper surface of the sheet 
of stalagmite, while all the reiics of the cave-bear, 
and all the flints, were in detvltal beds below that 
sheet. Again: the flints nearest the bear’s bones In 
question were two in number: they were twelve feet 
south of the bones, and fifteen inches less deep In 
the bed. There was no approach to entanglement. 

Should it be suggested that it is scarcely necessary 
to correct errors on scientific questions In works like 
‘Geological gossip,’ professedly popular and intend¬ 
ed for the million, I should venture to express the 
opinion that the strictest accuracy is specially re¬ 
quired in such hooks, as the great majority of their 
readers are entirely at the mercy of the compilers. 
Those who read scientific books of & higher class are 
much more capable of taking care of themselves. 

Professor Ansted’s slip found its way into a scien¬ 
tific journal, where it was made the basis of a specu¬ 
lation (see Geologist, 1861, p. 210). 

The most recent noteworthy inaccuracies connect¬ 
ed with this famous cavern are, so far as I am aware, 
two In the English edition of PCof. N. Joly’s ‘Man 
before metals* (1888). 


According to the first, “an entire left hind-leg of 
ITrsus speJaeus was found lying above the incrusta¬ 
tion of stalagmite which covered the bones of other 
extinct species and the carved flints” (p. 62). 

It is only necessary, in reply to this, to repeat what 
has been already stated: all the bones of cave-bear 
found in the cavern were in beds below the stalag¬ 
mite. 

The following quotation from the same work con¬ 
tains the second Inaccuracy, or, more correctly, group 
of inaccuracies, mentioned above: “ We may mention, 
among others, the cave at Brixhatn, Where, associated 
with fragments of rude pottery, and bones of extinct 
species, heaps of oyster-shells and other salt-water 
mollussks occur, as well as fish-bones of the genus Sca¬ 
nts” (p. 104). 

I am afraid there is no way of dealing with this 
paragraph except that of meeting all its statements 
with unqualified denials. In short, Brixbam Wlnd- 
mlll-hili Cavern contained no pottery of any kind 
whatever, not a single oyster-shell, nor even a solitary 
bone of any species of fish. One common limpet- 
shell was the only relic of a marine organ Urn met 
with in the cavern. 

As already intimated, the result of the researches 
at Brixbam quickened a desire to re-examine the 
Kent’s Cavern evidence; and this received a consid¬ 
erable stimulus from the publication of Sir O. Lyell’s 
‘Antiquity of man' in 1803. Having in the mean 
time mado a careful survey of the cavern, and aaeetv 
tained that there was a very large area in which the 
deposits were certainly Intact, to say nothing of un¬ 
suspected branches which in nil probability would be 
discovered during a thorough and systematic explora¬ 
tion, I had arrived at the conclusion, that, taking tbe 
cavern at Us known dimensions merely, the cost of 
an Investigation as cdmplete as that at Brixham 
would not be loss than £1,000. 

Early in 1804 I suggested to Sir C. Lyell that an ap¬ 
plication should be made to tbe British association, 
during the meeting to be held at Bath that year, for 
the appointment of a committee, with a grant of 
money, to make an exploration of Kent’s Cavern; 
and it was deckled that I should take the necessary 
steps In the matter. The proposal being cordially re¬ 
ceived by the committee of the Geological section, 
and well supported In the committee of recommenda¬ 
tions, a committee— consisting of Sir C. Lyell, Mr. 
J. Evans, Mr. (now Sir) J. Lubbock, Prof. J. Phil-* 
lips, Mr. E, Yivian, and myself (honorable secretary 
and reporter)—was appointed, with £100 placed at 
Its disposal. Mr. G. Busk was added to the com* 
mlttee in 1866, Mr. W. Boyd Dawkins In 3868, Mr. 
W. Ayshford Sanford in I860, and Mr. J. E, Lee In 
1873. The late Sir L. Talk (afterwards Lord Hah 
don), the proprietor, placed the cavern entirely under 
the control of the committee during the continuance 
of the work. The investigation was begun on March 
28,1866, am! continued without intermission to June 
39, 1880, the committee being annually re-appointed, 
with fresh grants of money, which In the aggregate 
amounted to £1,906, besides £68 received from vari¬ 
ous private sources. \ — 
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The mode of exploration was essentially the Rome 
as that followed at Windmill HIM, Brixham; but as 
Kent's Cavern, instead of being a series of narrow 
galleries, contained a considerable number of capa¬ 
cious chambers, and as the aim of the explorers was 
to ascertain not merely what objects the deposits 
contained, but their exact position, their distribution, 
their condition, their collocation, and their relative 
abundance, the details had to be considerably more 
elaborate, while they remained so perfectly simple 
that the workmen had not the least difficulty in car¬ 
rying them out, under my daily superintendence, 
The process being fully described in the First annual 
report by the committee (see .Report lirit. assoc., 
18U6, pp. 19, 20), H Is unnecessary to repeat it here. 

Mr, (Godwin-Ansten, while agreeing with Mr. Mac¬ 
Enery that Hint implements occurred untier the sta¬ 
lagmite, contended that they were found throughout 
the entire thickness of the cave-eavth. MacEnery, 
on the other hand, was of opinion that in most cases 
their situation was intermediate between the bottom 
of the stalagmite and the upper surface of the cave- 
earth; and while admitting that oecasioiialiy, though 
rarely, they had been met with somewhat lower, lie 
stated that the greatest depth to which he had been 
able to trace them was not more than a few inches 
below the surface of the cave-earth ( Tram. Devon. 
asxoC'i lii. 326, 327), The committee soon found 
themselves in a position to confirm Mr. Godwin- 
Austen's statement, and to say with him that “no 
distinction founded on condition, distribution, or rela¬ 
tive position, can be observed whereby the human 
can be separated from the oilier reliquiae ” (TVans. 
geol. soo., 2d ser. vi. 444), 

Mr, MacEnery's ‘Plate F* contains seven figures of 
three remarkable canine teeth, and the following state¬ 
ment respecting them: “Teeth of Ursus cuHridens, 
found in the cave of Kent’s Hole, near Torquay, 
Devon, by Kev. Mr. MacEnery, January, 1826, in 
Diluvial Mud mix’d with Teeth and Gnaw'd Bones 
of Rhinoceros, Elephant, Horse, Ox, Elk, and Deer, 
With Teeth and Bones of Hyaenas, Bears, Wolves, 
Foxes, etc.” 

It is worthy of note, that no otherplate in the en¬ 
tire series names the date on which the specimens 
were found,: or the mammals with whose remains 
they were commingled; This aro&e probably from 
the fact, well known to MacEnery, that no such speci- 
nfens had been found elsewhere in Britain; and possi¬ 
bly also to emphasise the statements in his text, shoukl 
any doubt be thrown on his discovery, 

* It is, no doubt, unnecessary' to say here that the 
teeth belonged to a large species of carnivore, to 
which, in 1840, Professor Owen gave the name of 
Machairodus baldens. MacEnery states that the 
total number of teeth he found were five upper ca¬ 
nines and one incisor, and the six museums in which 
they are now lodged are well known. 

A considerable amount of scepticism existed for 
many years In some minds, as to whether the relics 
just mentioned were really found in Kent’s Cavern, 
tt being contended, that, frdm its sodlogical affinities, 
Macfcairoduslatidens must have belonged to an earli¬ 


er fauna than that represented by the ordinary cave- 
mammals; and various hypotheses were invented to 
explain away the difficulty, most of them, at least, 
being more Ingenious than ingenuous. Be this as it 
may, it was naturally hoped that the re-exploration 
of the cavern would set the question at rest forever; 
and It was not without a feeling of disappointment 
that I had to write seven successive annual re¬ 
ports without being able to announce the discovery 
of a single relic of Machairodus. Indeed, the great¬ 
er part of the eighth report was written, with no 
better,prospect, when, while engaged in washing a 
‘find’ met with on July 29, 1872, I found that it 
consisted of a well-marked incisor of Machairodus 
latldens, with a left ramus of lower jaw of a bear, in 
which was one molar tooth. They were lying togeth¬ 
er in the first or uppermost foot-level of cave-earth,, 
having over it a continuous sheet of granular stalag¬ 
mite 2.6 feet thick. There was no longer any doubt 
of MacEnery’s accuracy; no doubt that Maehatro- 
dus latldens was a member of the cave-carth fauna, 
whatever the zoological affinities might say to the 
contrary; nor was there any doubt that man and 
Machairodus were contemporaries in Devonshire. 

I cannot pass from this case without directing at¬ 
tention to its bearing on negative evidence. Had the 
exploration ceased on July 28, 1872,—the day before 
the discovery, — those who had always declined to be¬ 
lieve that Machairodus had ever been found In the 
cavern would have been able to urge, as an additional 
and apparently conclusive argument, that the con¬ 
secutive, systematic, and careful dally labor of seven 
years and four months had failed to show that their 
scepticism was unwarranted. Nay, more: had the 
incisor been overlooked,—and, being but a small 
object, this might very easily have occurred, — they 
might finally have said 1 15.25 years’ labor;’ for, so 
far as is known, no other relic of the species was 
met with during the entire investigation. In all 
probability, had either of these by no mentis im¬ 
probable hypotheses occurred, geologists and pale¬ 
ontologists generally would have joined the sccpilcs; 
MacKnery’s reputation would have been held in very 
light esteem, and, to say the least, his researches re¬ 
garded with suspicion. 

When its exploration began, and for some time 
after, the committee had no reason to believe or to 
suspect that the cavern contained any thing older 
than the cave*earth; but, at the end of five months, 
facts pointing apparently to earlier deposits began 
to present themselves; and, at intervals more or less 
protracted, additional phenomena, requiring appar¬ 
ently the same interpretation, were observed and re¬ 
corded. But It Was not until the end of three full 
years that a vertical section was cut, showing in un¬ 
disturbed and clear succession, not only the cave- 
eftTtli With the granular stalagmite lying on it, but, 
under and supporting the cave-earth, another, thick¬ 
er and continuous, sheet of stalagmite (appropriate¬ 
ly tetmed crystalline), and below this, again, an older 
detrltal accumulation, known as the breccia, made 
up of materials utterly unlike those of the cave^ 
earths 
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The breccia was just as rich as the cave-earth in 
osseous remains, but the lists of species represented 
by the two deposits were very different. It wili be 
sufficient to state here, that while remains of the hy¬ 
ena prevailed numerically very far above those of 
any other mammal in the cave-earth, and while his 
presence there was also attested by his teeth-marks 
on avast number of bones; by lower jaws (includ¬ 
ing those of hla own kith and kin), of which he had 
eaten off the lower borders as well as the condyles; 
by long bones broken obliquely* just as hyenas of 
the present day break them; and by surprising quan¬ 
tities of his coprolltes, — there was not a single Indica¬ 
tion of any kind of his presence in the breccia, where 
the crowd of bones and teeth belonged almost entire¬ 
ly to bears. 

No trace of the existence of man was found In the 
breccia until March, 1800,—that Is, about twelve 
months after the discovery of the deposit itself,— 
when a Hint flake was met with in the third foot- 
i level, and was believed not only to be a tool, but to 
bear evidence of having been used as such (see Re¬ 
port Brit. assoc., 1861), pp 201, 202). Two massive 
flint Implements were discovered in the same deposit 
In May, 1872; and at various subsequent times other 
tools were found, until, at the close of the exploration, 
the breccia had yielded upwards of seventy imple¬ 
ments of flint and chert. 

While all the stone tools of both the cave-earth and 
the breccia were paleolithic, and were found Inos¬ 
culating with remains of extinct mammals, a mere 
inspection shows that they belong to two distinct 
categories. Those found in the breccia —that Is, 
the more ancient series — were formed by chipping a 
flint nodule or pebble into a tool; while tho*e from 
the cave-earth, the leas ancient series, were fashioned 
by first detatchlng a suitable flake from the nodule or 
pebble, and then trimming the flake, not the nodule, 
Into a tool. 

It must be unnecessary to say that the making of 
nodule-tools necessitated the production of flakes 
and chips, some of which were no doubt utilized. 
Such flakes, however, must be regarded as accidents, 
and not the final objects the workers had in view. 

It Is worthy of remark, that in one part of the cav¬ 
ern, upwards of a hundred and thirty feet in length, 
the excavation was carried to a depth of nine feet, 
.instead of the usual four feet, below the bottom of 
the stalagmite; and that, while no bone of any kind 
occurred In the breccia below the seventh fool-level, 
three fine flint nodule-tools were found in the eighth, 
and several flint chips In the ninth or lowest foot- 
level. 

It may he added that the same fact presented It¬ 
self in the lowest or corresponding bed in Brixham 
Windmill-hill Cavern. In short, In each of the two 
famous Devonshire caverns the archeological zone 
reached a lower level than the paleontological. 

That the breccia Is of higher antiquity than the 
cave-earth, Is proved by the unquestionable evidence 
of clear, undisturbed superposition; that th$y repre¬ 
sent two distinct chapters pud eras la the cavern his¬ 
tory, is shown by the decided dissimilarity of the 


materials composing them, the marked difference in 
the osseous remains they contained, and the strongly 
contrasted characters of the stone implements they 
yielded; and that they were separated by a wide in¬ 
terval of time, may be safely inferred from the thick¬ 
ness of the bed of stalagmite between them. 

It is probable, however, that the fact most signifi¬ 
cant of time and physical change Is the presence of 
the hyena in the cave-earth or less ancient, but not 
in the breccia or more ancient, of the two deposits. 

1 called attention to this fact in a paper read to this 
department ten years ago (see Report Brit* assoc., 
1878, pp. 200-214), and at greater length elsewhere 
In 1875 (see Trane. Plyrn. v. ,880-875). Bearing 
In mind the cave-haunting habits of the hyena, the 
great preponderance of hla remains iu the cave-earth, 
and their absence in the breccia, tt seems impossible 
to avoid the conclusion that he was not an occupant 
of Britain during the earlier period. 

The acceptance of this conclusion, however, neces¬ 
sitates the belief, 1°, that man was resident in Britain 
long before the hyena was; 2°, that It was possible 
for the hyena to reach Britain between the deposition 
of the breccia and the deposition of the cave-earth; 
in other words, that Britain was a part of the con¬ 
tinent durlug this interval. 

Sir C. Lyeil, It will be remembered, recognized the 
following geographical changes within the British 
area between the newer pliocene arid historical times 
(see ‘Antiquity of man,’ edition 1873, pp. 331,8:12): — 

Firstly, A pre-giaei&l continental period, towards 
the close of which the Forest of Cromer flourished, 
and the climate was somewhat milder than at present. 

Secondly, A period of submergence, when the land 
north of the Thames and Bristol Channel, and that 
of Ireland, was reduced to an archipelago. This was 
a part of the glacial age, and Icebergs floated in our 
waters. 

Thirdly, A second continental period, when there 
were glaciers In the higher mountains of Scotland 
am) Wales. 

Fourthly, The breaking-up of the land through 
submergence, and a gradual change of temperature, 
resulting In the present geographical and cUmat&I 
conditions. 

It U obvious, that if, as X venture to think, the 
Kent's Cavern breccia was deposited during the first 
continental period, the list of mammalian remains 
found in it should not clash with the list of such re¬ 
mains from the Forest of Cromer, which, as we have 
just seen, flourished at that time. I called attention 
to these lists in 1874, pointing out, that, according to 
Professor Boyd Dawkins (* Cave-hunting,* p. 418), tbe ; 
forest-bed had at that time yielded twenty-six species 
of mammals, sixteen of them being extinct and ten 
recent; that both tbe breccia and the forest-bed had 
yielded remains of the cave-bear, but that in neither 
, of them had any relic or trace of hyena been found.; 
A monograph on the * Vertebrate of the forest-bed 
series * was published iu 1882 by Mr* £, T. Newton, 
F.G.S., who, Includingmany additional species found 
somewhat recently, but eliminating all those abopt , 
which there was any uncertainty* said,' .*? 
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have forty-nine species left* of which thirty are still 
living anil nineteen are extinct '* (p. Though 

the number of the species has thus been almost 
doubled, and the presence of the cave*bear remains 
undoubted* It continues to be the fact that no trace 
of the hyena has been found in the forest-bed* and no 
suspicion exists as to his probable presence amongst 
the eliminated uncertain species. 

It should be added, that no relic or indication of 
hyena was met with in the ‘ fourth bed ' of Brixham 
Wiudmitl-bUi Cavern, believed to be the equivalent 
of the Kent’s Hole breccia. 

I am not unmindful of the fact that my evidence is 
negative only, and that raising a structure on it may 
be building on a sandy foundation. Nevertheless* 
It appears to me, as it did ten years ago, strong enough 
to bear the following Inferences: — 

1. That the hyena did not reach Britain until its 
last continental period. 

2. That the men who made the paleolithic nodule- 
tools found in the oldest known deposit in Kent's 
Cavern arrived during the previous great submer¬ 
gence* or, what Is more probable, —indeed* whut alone 
seems possible, unless they were navigators, — during 
the first continental period. In short* I have little or 
no doubt that the earliest Devonians we have sighted 
were either of glacial* or, more probably, of pre-gla¬ 
cial age. 

It cannot be necessary to add* that while the dis¬ 
covery of remains of hyena in the forest-bed of 
Cromer, or any other contemporary deposit, would 
be utterly fatal to my argument/ it would leave in¬ 
tact alt other evidence in support of the doctrine of 
British glacial or pre-glacial man. 

Some of my friends accepted the foregoing infer¬ 
ences In 1873; while others* whose judgment I value, 
declined them. Since that date no adverse fact or 
thought has presented itself to me; but through the 
researches and discoveries of others in comparatively 
distant parts of our island, and especially In East 
Anglia* the belief in British pre-glacial man appears 
to have risen above the stage of ridicule, and to have 
a decided prospect of general scientific acceptance at 
no distant time. 

I must, before closing, devote a few words to a 
class of workers who are * more plague than profit.* 

The exuberant enthusiasm of some would-be pio¬ 
neers in the question of human antiquity results 
occasionally in supposed, ‘discoveries*’ having an 
amusing side; and not ^infrequently some of the pio¬ 
neers, though utter strangers, are so good as to send 
me descriptions of their 4 finds,* and of their views 
. respecting them. The following case may be taken 
as a sample: in 1881 a gentleman of whom I had 
never heard wrote, stating that he was one of those 
Who left deeply Interested in the antiquity of man, 
and that he had read all the books he could command 
on the subject. He was aware that it had been said 
by one paleontologist to be M unreasonable to suppose 
that man had lived during the eocene and miocene 
periods/’ hut ho had an indistinct reco) lection that 
another eminent man had somewhere said that man 
hadprobably existed in England during a tropical 


carboniferous flora and fauna.” He then went on to 
gay, ** 1 have got that which I cannot but look upon as 
a f 0**11 human skull. I have endeavored to examine 
it from every conceivable stand-point, and it seems to 
stand the test. The angles seem perfect; the contour, 
the same, but smaller in size than the average human 
head: but that, In my opinion* is only what should 
be expected, if we assume that man lived during the 
carboniferous period, in spite of what Herodotus says 
about the body of Orestes.” Finally he requested to 
be allowed to *cnd^ne the specimen. On its arrival, 
it proved, of course, to be merely a stone; and noth¬ 
ing but a strong * unscientific use of the imagination * 
could lead any one to believe that it had ever been a 
skull* human or infrahuman. 

It may be added, that a few years ago a gentleman 
brought me what he called, and believed to be, * three 
human skulls, and as many elephants' teeth,’ found 
from time to time during his researches In a lime¬ 
stone-quarry. They proved to be nothing more than 
six oddly-shaped lumps of Devonian limestone. 

So far as Britain is concerned, cave-hunting is a 
science of Devonshire birth. The limestone-caverns 
of Oreston, near Plymouth, were examined with some 
care, in the interests of paleontology, as early as 18tfi, 
and subsequently as they were successively discov¬ 
ered. The two most famous caverns of the same 
county— one on the northern, the other on the south¬ 
ern, shore of Torbay — have been anthropological as 
well as paleontological studies, and, as we have seen, 
have had the lion’s share in enlarging our estimate of 
human antiquity. The researches have, no doubt, 
absorbed a great amount of time and labor, and 
demanded the exercise of much care and patience; 
but they have been replete with Interest of a high 
order, which would be greatly enhanced if I could 
feci sure that your time has not been wasted, nor your 
patience exhausted, in listening to this address re¬ 
specting them. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 
Tree-growth. 

The 4 influence of winds upon tree-growiji/ causing 
the asymmetry to which Mr. Kennedy calls attention 
in Science for Oct*. 5, is noticeable to a remarkable 
degree among conifers in the mountains of the west¬ 
ern half of the United States. The stunted, ground- 

S ng evergreens* which advance a little way above 
ndt of ordinary timber-growth on lofty moun¬ 
tains, are pressed to the earth by the steady gales as 
much as by overbearing snows, if wot more, Evi¬ 
dence of this Is found in the fact, that, where a cleft 
or little hollow occurs at or in advance of timber-line, 
the trees will stand straight and shapely within it as 
high as its vim (although In such nooks the snows lie 
longest and most deeply), above which they will be 
deformed* or unable to grow at all. This bending 
of the trees* the whole skirt of a forest, away from 
the edge of a precipice, or on a hilltop over which 
the wind sucks through the funnel of a caflon, is so 
com mob as to be seen every day by one travelling 
through the Rockies or the Sierra Nevada. It Is 
particularly true in the Sierra San Joan, where the 
radiation of the vast adjacent sage-plains produces an 
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extraordinary suction upward, toward the chilly crests 
of that lofty range. 1 remember noticing it nowhere 
more strongly than on the coast of Sonoma county, 
Cal., swept by a constant indraught from the Pacific. 

This was tho locality of my article In Harper's 
magazine for January, 1888, styled 4 In a redwood 
logging-camp.* In that article (p. 191), after speak¬ 
ing of the stiff, erect trunks of the Sequoia, as seen 
inland, I say, 44 In windy places, like the exposed 
sea-front, all the boughs are twisted Into a single 
plane landward, and great picturesqueness results.** 
As you look at these trees from a distance, you can¬ 
not resist tli© impression (however quiet- the sea and 
the air) that a furious gale is at that moment strain¬ 
ing every branch to leeward, as a March day does 
the garments of pedestrians, or the flags of the ship¬ 
ping in a harbor. The seashore parks of Victoria 
or Vancouver, and of San Francisco, give other ex¬ 
amples of this same appearance. A conspicuous in¬ 
stance of this same thing is to be seen in the Salinas 
valley, which extends for over a hundred miles south¬ 
ward from Monterey. There a high point of view 
shows that every tree and bush (save large clusters) 
In the whole valley leans toward the south-east (ap¬ 
proximately), urged by the terrific wind that never 
ceases to rush up the long valley from the sea to the 
hills. 

It Is needless, however, to seek examples so far 
away. A line of evergreens along the Greenwich 
Ktver, In eastern Connecticut, shows the asymmetry 
produced by wind very plainly; and tho shore-trees ail 
along Montauk Point, and the low islands on that 
coast, are bent away from the sea. On any ocean 
coast (or equally along the Great Lakes), on wide 
plains, or in any lofty mountain-range, according to 
my pretty wide observation in the United States, one 
might tell the course of the prevailing winds as ac¬ 
curately as fifty years of signal-service observation, 
by a glance at exposed trees, which, nurtured in 
steady gales, bend in age as their sapling twigs were 
inclined. 

ftnow is another factor to be considered in regarding 
the growth of trees in mountain regions. The flat¬ 
tened thickets of spruce just above timber-line, of the 
same species which, in sheltered spots no lower down, 
assumes an erect and lofty attitude, are matted close 
to the ground by long weight of snow, as well as 
bowed iieneath fierce gales. Many and varied exam¬ 
ples of its effect might be adduced; but I will refer to 
one only. On the road to the anthracite mine above 
Crested Butte, in the Elk Mountains of Colorado, you 
>a»s through a large grove of aspdns, some eighteen 
nches or more In diameter, standing thickly on the 
hillside, at an elevation of about nine thousand feet. 
That region is famous for its deep snows, which 
might be inferred from the fact that every tree In this 
broad aspen-grove is bent far out of the vertical, 
many of them thirLy or forty degrees, and all uni¬ 
formly as to direction. The only explanation of this 
Is the snow, which weights them down through so 
many months of the year. The sturdier trunks rise 
vertically In many cases, but their tops arch over 
almost In a semicircle; while the saplings are bowed 
nearly to the ground. In many parts of the moun¬ 
tains, great swaths He open in the woods, and can 
never (or at least do hot) become forested on account 
of snow-slides; while the opposition of wind and snow 
together are the only conceivable reasons why many 
hare plateaus are not tree-grown J that, for example, 
between the Lake Fork Of the Gunnison and Coche- 
topa Creek. * 

Ernest Ingkosoli,. 

New Haven, Oot. 10,1883. ‘ 


Standard railroad time. 

Though the subject of standard and uniform rail¬ 
way time has foraome years been under consideration 
by various scientific and practical bodies, it does not 
appear in any way to have been exhausted, even in its 
main features. Besides, a certain bias has shown it¬ 
self in favor of the adoption of a series of certain 
hourly meridians, and thus keeping Greenwich friln- 
utes and seconds, when contrasted with the practica¬ 
bility of a more simple proposition. There Is also a 
feature In the discussion of the subject which bears 
to have more light thrown upon It; namely, what 
necessary connection there is between the railway 
companies’ uniform time and the mean local time of 
the people, or the time necessarily used in all transac¬ 
tions of common life. Directly or by implication* 
certain time-reformers evidently aim at a standard 
time, which shall be alike binding on railway traffic 
as well as on the business community; and to this 
great error much of the complexity of the subject Is 
to be attributed, and it has directly retarded the 
much-needed reform in the time-management of our 
roads. 

We say all ordinary business everywhere must for¬ 
ever be conducted on local mean solar time, the slight 
difference between apparent and mean time having 
produced no inconvenience; and we may rightly afck 
the railway companies to give in their time-tables for 
public use everywhere and always, the mean local 
time of the departure and of the arrival of trains. It 
is the departure from this almost self-evident state¬ 
ment, and the substitution and mlxlng-up in the time¬ 
tables of times referred to various local standards, 
which has in no small measure contributed to the 
confusion and perplexity of the present system. The 
people at large do not care to know by what time- 
system any railroad manages Its trains, any more than 
they care what the steam-pressure is, or what is Urn 
number of the locomotive All the traveller is in¬ 
terested In Is regularity and safety of travel: hence it 
was to he desired, that, whatever the standard or 
standards of time adopted, the companies would re¬ 
frain from troublinehlm with a matter which only con¬ 
cerns their internal organisation, or which is entirely 
administrative. We look upon the publication of the 
railway time-tables, by local time everywhere, a* a 
sine qu& non for the satisfactory settlement of the time 
question, so far as the public at large is concerned; and 
it would seem equally plain that tb© best system for 
the administration of railroads would be the adoption 
of a uniform time, this time to be known only to the 
managers and employee* of the roads. 

We are informed in Science of Oct, 12, that the 
solution of the problem Of standard railway time Is 
near at hand, and probably has already been consum¬ 
mated by the adoption of four or more regions, each 
having uniform minutes and seconds of Greenwich 
time, but the local hour of the middle meridian. To 
have come down from several dozen of distinct thne- 

S stems to a very few and uniform ones, except as to 
e hour, is certainly a step forward, and* so far, 
gratifying; but why not adopt Greenwich time, pure 
and simple, and have absolute uniformity? Probably 
this will he felt before long. The counting of twenty- 
foiir hours to the day, in the place of twice twelve, 
and the obliteration from time-tables of the obnnv- ■ 
ious a.m. and p.h. numbers, would seem to be 
generally acknowledged as an improvement and sim¬ 
plification, and perhaps can b©«t be dealt with by 
adopting it at once, accorapanied by a simple explana¬ 
tory statement. 0. A. SohOt*, 

Washington) Oot. IS, 1ISS. 



SCIENCE 


571 


October 20, 1883.] 


PACKARD'S PHYLLOPOD CRUSTACEA. 

A monograph of the phyllopod Crustacea of North 
America , with r&jutrk* on the order Phyllocarida , 
By A. S, Packard, Jun. Author’s edition, 
extracted from the twelfth annual report of 
the U. S. geological and geographical survey, 
Washington, 1863. 298 p., 89 pi , map. 8°, 

Although Professor Packard began publish¬ 
ing upon the Phyllopoda long ago, and has for 
several years been well known to be engaged 
upon a monograph of the North-American spe¬ 
cies, the bulk of the work just published, and 
the provision of its illustrations, are a great 
surprise. It is the most extensive, and in 
many ways the most important, monographic 
contribution to American eareinology; and, 
however we may criticise the execution of the 
work, every student of the American fauna 
must feel grateful to the author for undertak¬ 
ing and accomplishing it. 

The work is much more than a systematic 
monograph of North-American Phyllopoda, 
as'the following table of contents will show: 
L Classification of the living Phyllopoda, 
which includes the systematic description of 
the Nortb-American species; II. Geological 
succession, including descriptions of the North- 
American fossil species; III. Geographical 
distribution; IV. Morphology and anatomy; 
V. Development, metamorphoses, and gene¬ 
alogy; VI. Miscellaneous notes on the repro¬ 
ductive habits of Branchipodidae, by Carl F. 
Gissler: VII. The order Phyllocarida, and its 
systematic position; VIII. Bibliography; Ap¬ 
pendix, consisting of translations or abstracts 
by Gissler, of papers by C. T. von Siebold, 
on Artemis fertiiis from Great Salt" Lake, and 
on parthenogenesis in Artemia saliua; and by 
Schraankowitsch, on the relation of Artemia 
saliua to Artemia Muehlhausenii and to the 
genus Branohipus, and on the influence of ex¬ 
ternal conditions of life upon the organisation 
of animals; There is some oonfhsion between 
the titles of the principal divisions, which are 
given above, and the table of contents in the 
work itself. Scarcely any of the titles are the 
same; and, in place of 4 Miscellaneous notes 
on the reproductive habits of Branchipodidae,’ 
we have, in the table of contents, 4 Relation 
to their environment; habits,’ subjects no¬ 
where treated under a separate beading; and 
all reference to the long appendix is omitted. 

About a fourth of the entire work is devoted 
to the systematic account of the species and 
higher groups Phyllopoda v regarded by Pro¬ 
fessor Packard as a sub-oider of Branchiopoda, 
which is made to include Cladocera and Qstra- 
poda also. The Phyllopoda are divided as 


follows into families and sub-families, which 
include the number of recognized North- 
Amerioan genera and species nearly as indi¬ 
cated : — 

Ltmnaiuipak : 

Llmnotinae (1 genus, 4 species). 

Estheriinae (3 genera, 11 species). 

Apqdipak (2 genera, 9 species). 

Bkanchipodioak : 

Branchipodinae (5 genera, 12 species), 

Thamnocopl&linae (1 genus, 1 species). 

All the groups are described; nearly all the 
species are figured, many of them very fully ; 
and important notes on variability and habits 
are given for some of the species. Artemia 
gracilis is treated more at length than any 
other species, and is made to include all the 
described North-American species ; but, in re¬ 
gard to its relation to the European A. salinu, 
there is certainly confusion, as the following 
paragraphs show\ 

44 Upon comparing our species with the Eu¬ 
ropean, it is difficult to find good differential 
characters, as the portions of the hotly where 
specific differences would be expected to occur 
are liable to considerable variation. Upon 
comparing a number of females from Great 
Salt Lake with a number of females of the 
maleless generation from Trieste, Austria, 
received from Professor Siebold, there are 
really no differences of importance. Our A. 
gracilis (VerrilPs fertiiis) is slighter, with a 
smaller head ; and perhaps the second antennae 
are a little slighter in build; I see no essen¬ 
tial difference in the form of the ovisac, while 
the shape of the legs, especially the sixth en- 
dite, is essentially the same ” (p. 331). 

44 On comparing a number of Salt Lake fe¬ 
males with individuals of the same sex of the 
European Artemia salina, our species was 
found to be undoubtedly specifically distinct; 
the Utah specimens are slenderer, smaller, and 
the sixth endite of all the feet considerably 
slenderer and longer in proportion than in A. 
salina. The ovisacs were of the same propor¬ 
tion but slenderer, and the head is slighter and 
smaller in our American species M (p. 333). 

Different conclusions on neighboring pages, 
in regard to the specific identity of closely allied 
forms, might be accounted for in a careless 
author; but differences like these in statements 
of observation betray inexplicable careless¬ 
ness. 

In the chapter on geological succession, a 
table of the geological and geographical distri¬ 
bution of the known fossil species is given, and 
also a diagram indicating the geological his- 
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tory of the orders of Crustacea, the sub-orders 
of Branchiopoda, and the families of Phylio- 
poda. It is said that this diagram 44 may also 
serve as a genealogical tree, showing the prob¬ 
able origin of the main divisions of the Crus¬ 
tacea : * ’ but the genealogical part of the diagram 
consists simply of dotted lines connecting the 
points of first appearance in geological history 
of the Branch i pod idac, Apodidao, and Clado- 
eera, with the point of appearance of the Lira- 
nadiidae in the Silurian; the common stem 
from this point with the Ostracoda in the upper 
Lanrentian; and the branchiopod stem thus 
formed, and continned to a hypothetical Pro- 
tonauplius in the lower Lanrenting with the 
points of appearance of the Malacostraca, 
Phyllocarida, and Cirri pedia. On what con¬ 
ceivable theory of evolution this would repre¬ 
sent a possible, much less the probable, origin 
of the main divisions of the Crustacea, it is 
hard to imagine, and was probably not serious¬ 
ly considered by the author himself; for it is 
far less like a probable genealogical tree than 
the diagram on p. 448, illustrating the rela¬ 
tions of the Phyllocarida to other Crustacea. 

In the chapter on morphology and anatomy, 
Professor Packard discusses at length the mor¬ 
phology of the regions of the body and the 
appendages of Arthropod* in general, and of 
the crustacean limb in particular, and gives 
some account of the anatomy of the phylJo- 
pods, but adds very little to our previous 
knowledge of the anatomy of the group. The 
morphological discussion is an interesting con¬ 
tribution to the subject, and, with the numerous 
figures with which it is illustrated, will prove 
very useful, although most of the new nomen¬ 
clature proposed for the regions of the body 
and appendages is very objectionable. Pro¬ 
fessor Packard saj s, 44 For the primary regions 
of the bend (sec), the only scientific terms as 
yet in use arc those proposed by Prof. J. O. 
Westwood, in Bate and Westwood's History 
of British sessile-eyed Crustacea (vol. i. p. 3), 
These are cephalon for the bead, pereion- for 
the thorax, and pleon for the abdomen ; while 
the thoracic feet are termed pereiopoda , and the 
abdominal legs pleopoda; the three terminal 
pairs being called uropoda* As the names 
applied to the thorax and abdomen have no 
espial morphological significance, the Greek 
simply meaning ulterior, and irXw, 
more, we would suggest that the head be 
termed the cephaloeome^ the cephalic segments, 
cephalovmresy and the cephalic appendages in 
general, protopoda, the term 4 cephalopoda 1 
being otherwise in use, . The thorax of insects 
and of most Crustacea might be designated the 


baenosome (/Wo, to walk, locomotion), and 
the thoracic appendages, haenopoda i the seg¬ 
ments being called baenoinerea; while uroeome 
might be applied to the abdomen, the abdomi¬ 
nal segments being called uromeres. West- 
wood's term uropoda might be extended so as 
to include all the abdominal appendages.” If 
mere names of parts are to be rejected, simply 
for want of 4 morphological significance,* the 
language of the morphologist would soon be¬ 
come a meaningless jargon, to which it is near 
enough already; but, even as to 4 morphological 
significance,* there appears to be little choice 
between the new and old terms. Bate, when 
first proposing the terms 4 pension’ 1 and 4 pleon,* 
expressly states that he derives the terms from 
mpaww {‘to walk about *) and irAcw (navigo). 
The proposed term 4 protopod a ’ is quite as un¬ 
fortunate as 4 cephalopoda,* since 4 protopodite* 
and 4 protopod ’ are alreadj* in use for parte of 
crustacean appendages, the former even in the 
present work. The extension of the term 
4 uropoda * so as to make it synonymous with 
4 pleopoda * would also be unfortunate, since, as 
now employed, it is a very useful term to des¬ 
ignate the modified caudal pleopoda, whether 
one, two, or three pairs. 

' In the chapter on development, metamor¬ 
phoses, and genealogy, Professor Packard 
gives a short account of the nanpHus form in 
Phyllopoda as an introduction to Dr. Gissler’s 
interesting notes in the following chapter, and 
then briefly discusses the phytogeny of the 
group, in which he appears to find but one dif¬ 
ficulty, He says, — 

44 The difficulty is (and this is a point ap¬ 
parently overlooked by Fritz Muller, Dohrn, 
Claus, and Balfour) to account for the origina¬ 
tion of the phyllopoda at all from any marine 
forms. The only explanation we can suggest, 
is that the phyllopods have arisen through 
Limnetis directly from some orginally marine 
cladocerous type like the marine forms now 
existing, Such as Evadue. We imagine that 
when a permanent body of fresh water became 
established, as, for example, in perhaps early 
Silurian times, the marine forms carried into 
it in the egg-condition, possibly by birds or by 
high winds, hatched young, which, under favor¬ 
able conditions, changed into Side, Moina, and 
Dapbnia-like forms.'* 

Professor Packard appears to have over¬ 
looked the difficulty of the eggs of any marine 
cladocerous type of animals surviving a sod- , 
den transfer from salt to fresh water, and the 

* A«a>rdtuff to ultbor or Packard'n derivation, till* - 

would he mutt property written ptrooon, a* tm iomfttlnwrlwdtt 
dotw, or «m ptram. 
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absence of birds in the Silurian, which might 
well deter the boldest »t>eeulator from offering 
such an explanation ; but when we consider that 
permanent bodies of fresh water were undoubt¬ 
edly formed by the gradual freshening of bodies 
of salt water cut off from the ocean, and that 
such bodies of fresh water usually had outlets 
connecting them with the sea, it is not surpris¬ 
ing that Fritz Muller, I)ohrn, and others should 
overlook a difficulty which is no greater for 
Phyliopoda than for other groups of fresh¬ 
water animals. 

In the chapter on his new order, Phyllocarida, 
and its systematic position* Professor Packard 
describes the anatomy and development of 
Nebalia. and discusses its fossil allies. The 
appendages of Nebaiia bipes are described and 
fully figured, but on the internal anatomy very 
little that is new is given. The figures and 
text intended to elucidate the histology, like 
most of Professor Packard's similar work, leave 
much to be desired. 

The bibliography consists of a hundred and 
thirty-eight titles, divided into four sections, 
— one for living and one for fossil Phyliopoda, 
and the same for Phyllocarida. The titles of 
many of the works referred to are omitted 
in the bibliography, which is evidently very 
incomplete; but its incompleteness is not so 
annoying as the entire want of system in its 
arrangement, and the frequency of typographi¬ 
cal errors. 

Typographical errors are very numerous in 
all parts of the work ; and many of them cannot 
properly be charged to the proof-reader, who, 
however, ought to have corrected blunders like 
4 Yakresboricht , (several times) and fc zoogloi- 
cal,’ and the inexplicable punctuation of most 
Of the bibliographical references in the system¬ 
atic parts of the work. Errors due to careless 
writing or careless compiling are more com¬ 
mon than purely typographical errors, and far 
more confusing. On p. 313 we have the fol¬ 
lowing : 44 It is difficult to say whether this is 
a Limnadia or Estheria. as the description is 
too brief and inexact to enable us to determine 
the genus or species. It cannot be a Limnadia, 
and seems to approximate more closely to 
Estheria; though it cannot belong to that 
On p. 335 it is said that * Schman- 
eviteh f found * Branehinecta ferox (Fischer 
sp.) ’ transform by artificial means into Ar- 
temia; but in reality he found an Artemia 
change into a Branehinecta, or into what he 
considered a Bmnehipus. On p. 887, 4 Lab¬ 
rador examples * are said to have been taken 
‘ on the north side of Hamilton Inlet, Northern 
Greenland.’ On pp. S18 and 314 the species 


of Estheriinae not recognizable are inserted 
between two species of Eolimnadia instead of 
at the end of the sub-family. Two paragraphs 
at the bottom of p. 349, under Streptocephalus 
8ealii, should have been placed under Chiro- 
cephalus Holmnni, on p. 352, On pp. 350 to 
358 the genus Learn is inserted between two 
species of Estheria. 

The plates, perhaps the most valuable part 
of the work, are nearly all lithographs from the 
establishment of Thomas Sinclair & son, and 
are apparently accurate representations of the 
original drawings. The general figures, most¬ 
ly drawn by Emerton and Burgess, are excel¬ 
lent. The figures of details, drawn by the 
author, are not always so satisfactory: the 
figures of the appendages of Aptis and Lepi- 
durus, for example, are very rudely drawn, and 
badly arranged on the plates. Unfortunately, 
the amount of enlargement of scarcely any of 
the figures is given. S. I. Smith. 


SFR WILLIAM LOGAN. 

Life of Sir William E. Logan , AT, LL.D , F.ILS., 
F. G. 8 ., etc ., first director of the Geological survey 
of Canada. * By Bernard J. Hakrinoton, 
B A., Ph D,, professor of mining in McGill uni¬ 
versity. Montreal, Dawson Bros , 1883.* With 
steel portrait and numerous woodcuts. 432 p. 
8 °. 

A life of Logan will be greeted by all 
geologists as a fit companion for those which 
have recently appeared of his English col¬ 
leagues, Lyell and Murchison. What they 
did for Great Britain, he did for his native 
Canada, and even more. He solved the most 
complicated geological problems in vast areas 
whore no white man had ever trod before him. 
lie forced his way through trackless forests, 
making his own surveys and maps as he pro¬ 
ceeded, and, in spite of such difficulties, not 
only discovered the structure of a greater part 
of his own country, but gave to the world a 
new series of formations. The work of Murch¬ 
ison and Sedgwick he completed by carrying 
order and succession beyond the Silurian and 
Cambrian, into that chaos of still older rocks, 
thus rendering the soil of his beloved Canada 
forever classic in geological annals. 

The author of the present memoir has given 
us Sir WitliauPs history almost in his own 
words. By means of judicious extracts from 
his voluminous correspondence and journals, 
chronologically arranged, we are presented with 
a charming picture of the man, as well as 
the mvrnt , all the more faithful because it is 
unconsciously given. Here we Bee portrayed 
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an indomitable will, the keenest power of ob¬ 
servation, as well as the coolest judgment iu 
drawing conclusions, rare tact in managing his 
fellow-men, a ready sense of humor, combined 
with those subtler qualities of heart which 
make a man beloved wherever he may be. The 
author has rendered his work doubly attractive 
by making it sort of an unintentional auto¬ 
biography. 

Sir William Edmond Logan was born in 
Montreal, April 20, 179b, •and remained at 
home until he was sent to the Edinburgh high 
school, in 1814. He studied at the high school 
and university of this place until 1817, when 
he entered upon a mercantile life in Jxmdon, 
which he continued during the following four¬ 
teen years. In 1831 he was placed in charge 
of a copper company, near Swansea, in Wales, 
where he exhibited for the first time his geo¬ 
logical proclivities, This company mined its 
own coal, and it was through this fact that he 
was led to his first really scientific investiga¬ 
tions. He prepared a map of the South Wales 
coal-district with a degree of accuracy which 
had hardly before been equalled by any geo¬ 
logical workers. This map attracted much 
attention from lie la Beche, and other of Eng¬ 
land’s most prominent geologists, and secured 
him influential friends who ever remained true 
to him. 

In 1840 Logan returned to his native land,, 
and spent over a year in studying the coal 
formation in New Brunswick and Pennsyl¬ 
vania. The tesnlts of his investigations relat¬ 
ing to the origin of coal in situ were published 
soon after lie returned to England. The sub¬ 
ject of a government geological survey had 
been for some time under discussion in Can¬ 
ada, when, iu 1841, £l,5Q0 was appropriated 
for this purpose; and in the following year 
Logan received, upon the recommendation of 
his friends De la Beche, Murchison, Buekland, 
and Sedgwick, the appointment of director. 
During the seasons of 1843-44 he devoted his 
attention to studying the peninsula of Gasp6, 
where coal had been reported, and, in an in¬ 
credibly short time, unravelled the geological 
complexities of a vast wilderness. The coal 
was not found, but its absence from the 
Silurian and Devonian rocks which compose 
that region was placed beyond a doubt. 

But notwithstanding the energy with which 
Logan’s work was carried on, and the success 
which attended it, his efforts to awaken in his 
countrymen an interest in geological pursuits 
were for a long time not appreciated. Years 
of doubt and anxiety followed the opening of 
the survey; and it was only through the indom- 
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itablc will and consummate tact of its director 
that the opposition of a short-sighted govern¬ 
ment was finally overcome, and its permanent 
existence assured. 

Although nothing was more foreign to Sir 
William’s character titan a taste for display, 
or a desire for fame, he fully appreciated the 
advantages to the survey and to Canada which 
must arise from having the results of his work 
widely known. Thus it was that he willingly 1 
undertook the charge of the Canadian exhibit 
at three world's fairs, — London in 1851 and 
1862, and Paris in 1855, — and was more than 
repaid for his untiring exertions by the success 
which attended them. He saw, largely through 
his own efforts, an active interest in his native 
land awakened in Europe, the knowledge of 
her resources extended, and her industries and 
wealth thereby increased ; while these practical 
results of his own work secured to him the en¬ 
couragement of his countrymen, and honors 
poured fast upon him from all quarters. His 
appropriations were increased year by year; 
the beat specialists were associated with him 
in different departments, suck names as Hunt, 
Murray, and Billings, adding no little lustre 
to the survey’s name; the field of work was 
extended over all of Canada that was .accessi¬ 
ble ; and ample opportunity was given for the 
publication scientific results. 

Into the details of Sir William’s special 
work wc have here no time to enter i suffice 
it to say, that the sphere of his labors was very 
varied, as the list of his memoirs appended 
to the present work will show, his discoveries 
numerous and important, and all that he ac¬ 
complished most thoroughly and accurately 
done. But the survey was always his especial 
care ; and he may well have considered hie life’s 
work performed, when, at his resignation from 
the directorship in 1869, he could leave it 
upon a permanent footing, provided with every 
facility for future activity and usefulness. To 
the close of bis life, his interest in its work 
never abated; and his last thoughts were de¬ 
voted to completing some of his investigations 
begun as its director. 

In August, 1874, Sir William once more went 
to England, and died the following June, at his 
sister's house in Wales. As a geologist, he 
will always be honored in the scientific world ? 
while, as a man and as a friend, he willlong be 
remembered by those who were never able to 
Appreciate his work. 

A very valuable paper on the history of the 
rocks of the Quebec group, by Principal Daw¬ 
son of McGill college, forms a most welcome 
addition to this, of itself, so interesting book, 
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The divisions iu Saturn's rings. — Professor 
Kirkwood, in 1868, accounted for the groat division in 
Saturn *h rings by the. eomniensurabllity of the period 
of a body revolving at that distance from Saturn 
with the periods of the six inner satellites. Dr. 
William Moyer of Geneva has investigated every 
possible combination of the cominensiirahiliticft of 
the revolution periods of the satellites, and finds six 
other places w here «. perturbing influence is exer¬ 
cised, The divisions most strongly marked seem to 
be at places where the common surabili ties are the 
closest, and all the satellites lake part. A faint divis¬ 
ion should be found in the inner bright ring, accord¬ 
ing to Dr. Meyer. Prof. Holden has noted a distinct 
point at which the shading-off begins, in the position 
indicated by Meyer's theory,—a fact which seemed 
to have escaped Meyer’s notice.—( Observ. , Sept., 
Ivans, from A air, nachr 2,527, with additions.) 
M. Mnx. [306 

Saturn. — I)r. William Meyer of Geneva gives a 
new determination of the orbits of six of Saturn’s 
satellites — Enceladus, Tetliya, Dione, lthea, Titan, 
and Impetus. From each of these he has determined 
the mass of Saturn, the reciprocal value of the com¬ 
bined result being M ^ 3,482.0 d: 5.5. The original 
observations are to appear in ibe Memoir vs de In 
weivtr (Ir physique de Uenl’i'v during the present year. 
— {A */v, uuc/n*., 2 . 52 S.) M. Mc:N. [307 

MATHEMATICS. 

Functions of a complex variable. — In the 

present paper, entitled ‘Applications of Fourier’s 
tlieotem to the theory of the functions of a complex 
variable,* M. llarnack first shows in what manner the 
Fourier series are to bo employed in the discovery of 
a rigid husi» for the Cauchy-Niemann theorem con¬ 
cerning the development of functions of a complex 
variable. A generalization is also given of the funda¬ 
mental hypothesis involved in the C.-lh theorem, 
as follows: if to is a function of ,r + h/, which over 
a simply connected plane region is everywhere con¬ 
tinuous, and which 4 in general ’ satisfies the differen¬ 
tial equation, — 

d te t dw 
ax + i d v “°> 

then the function ut is with its derivatives everywhere 
finite and continuous, and will possess no singular 
points. The term ‘in general’ (?m ullyemeiven) 
means that the points which do not satisfy the above 
differential equation, together with the points for 

which the partial derivatives f -~- and are indc- 

a * dy 

terminate between finite or infinite limits, or are dis¬ 
continuous, shall make up simply a discrete system 
of curves. In the second part of the paper, the author 
has gone very briefly into the subject of the repre¬ 
sentation of an analytical function, without singu¬ 
larities, in the interior of a cfrcle by aid of Dirichlet’s 
prlnc 1 pie. — ( Mnth.jmn. , xxl. ) t. c. [308 


Heavy engines and American railroad-tracks. 

— Mr. O. Charmte states that heavy ‘ consolidation ’ 
engines do not injure the track more than the lighter 
engines formerly did. Trains have been lengthened 
from 22 oars in 1874 to 38 in 1883; and the weights 
hauled, from 106 to 228 tons. By strengthening 
draw-heads, links, and pins, accidents from breaking 
apart of trains ha\*e been diminished, and the cost 
of hfftthtge has been reduced from one cent to a 
half-rout per ton per mile. — ( Meritfwh'.s, July 28.) 
it. it. t. J309 

The British institution of mechanical engi¬ 
neers. — This society held its summer meeting in 
Belgium. It wus received by the Association of 
engineers of Diego university, amt visited the, prin¬ 
cipal engineering establishments of the country. 
President Wcstmacotl, in his opening address, called 
attention to the progress recently made in the rapid 
production of good articles of manufacture, ami to 
the fact that speed and excellence of work are not 
incompatible where much in cry is used. The mate¬ 
rials must bo, of the best quality, however, the 
machines well proportioned, and all working parts 
well balanced and well fitted. He referred to Thor- 
neyoroft's experience with torpedo-boats, and railed 
attention to the fact, that, at high speeds, the dif¬ 
ficulties of lubrication am! the jar observed at lower 
speeds disappear. In the speed of railway-trains, 
no advance has been lately made, and the maxi¬ 
mum speeds remain at the figures of earlier years. 
Some economy 1ms been obtained by the use of the 
crude products of the distillation of petroleum in 
the fireboxes of locomotives, this economy sometimes 
amounting to fifty per cent. Cotton-machinery has 
been speeded up, until the spindles which formerly 
made 5,000 revolutions are now making from 8,500 
to 10,000, on fine American cotton. The increase in 
speed of woollen-machinery has not been great. Jn 
gunnery, the weight of gun ami projectile have 
increased, in twenty-five y r ears, from 5 tons and 66 
pounds to ](K) tons and 2,000 pounds. The shot lias 
an initial energy of nearly 50,000 fool-tons. High 
speed is the direction of change in all departments 
of engineering. — (Nature.) n. u. t. [310 

Hardening soft limestones with fluosilioateg. 

— The application of alkaline silicates to the exterior 
of buildings, in order to prevent the deterioration of 
the stone, has not. been attended with satisfactory 
results. IT. L. Kessler proposes to use a solution of 
fluosilicates of bases whose oxides and carbonates 
are Insoluble in a free state. When soft limestone 
is saturated with a concentrated solution of a fltioMli- 
cute of magnesium, aluminum, zinc, or lead, a very 
considerable degree of induration is soon reached, 
and the resulting products, except tlie liberated car¬ 
bonic ahhydride, are less soluble than tho stone itself. 
No varnish is formed, and therefore no danger arises 
from expansion of frost beneath it The process has 
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resisted the severe tests of winter. Colors may be 
introduced satisfactorily. — (Lea mondea ; Amer. 
arch., Sept, 1.) c. k. o. [311 

CHEMISTRY. 

{t/enwal, physical, and inorganic.) 

The yellow and red plumbic oxide*. — A study 
of the formation and properties of the two forms 
of plumbic oxide, by A. Geuther, shows that it is di¬ 
morphous, the yellow modification crystallizing in 
rhombic forms, and the red lu the tetragonal system. 
The yellow oxide is changed by pressure and by fric¬ 
tion into the red form, which is again transformed 
Into the yellowy when heated to its melting point. — 
(Ann. ckem.y ccxix., 56.) o. p. M. [312 

Artificial reproduction of barite, celestite, and 
anhydrite. — A. Gorgeu finds that the sulphates of 
barium, strontium, and calcium dissolve freely in the 
melted chlorides of various metals at a red heat. On 
cooling, they separate in well-defined crystals which 
resemble closely the natural sulphates. From the 
results of his experiments, M» Gorgeu concludes that 
the minerals barite, celestite, and anhydrite must 
have been deposited from a solution of their amor¬ 
phous sulphates in some metallic chloride. — ( Comptea 
rendus, xvh 1734.) c. F. m. L313 

A modification of V. Meyer 1 * apparatus for 
vapor density determinations, — In order to ob¬ 
tain a uniform temperature, H. Schwarz surrounds 
the tube containing the substance with a jacket which 
serves as an air-bath. The required temperature 
is obtained by placing the apparatus in an ordinary 
combustion-furnace. — (lierichte deutsch . rjiem. f/c- 
sellsch., xvi. 1031,} a f. m. [31# 

METEOROLOGY. 

Barometric laws. — The weather review issued 
by the Deutsche seewarte contains not only summa¬ 
ries of the weather conditions in each month, and of 
the work of the bureau in connection with them, but 
also occasional articles of scientific value, based upon 
the observations. The number for the year 1882 con¬ 
tains a valuable paper entitled TypUche witterungs- 
frsc he inungen y the object, of which is to discuss the 
laws governing the velocity and direction of the 
movement of areas of low pressure, and their attend¬ 
ant phenomena, deduced from European observa¬ 
tions between 1870 and 1880. The low arc?as during 
this period arc grouped Into five classes, according to 
the directions of the paths which they pursued. The 
accompanying charts exhibit, for each of three posi¬ 
tions of the storm-centre (the entrance, middle posi¬ 
tion, and departure, as regards the territory of western 
Europe), six attendant phenomena, — the distribution 
of pressure and temperature, barometric changes in 
the preceding twenty-four hours, temperature depar¬ 
tures from the normal, amount of precipitation, and 
cloud-phenomena. Tables are also given showing the 
distribution of the storm-tracks, with respect to the 
time of year', the average depth of the depression's, and 
their velocity. 

The discussion to which the charts and tables have 


been subjected bring* out various empirical laws, 
which are of special aid to the officers of the seewarte 
lu their weather forecasts, as well as of scientific in¬ 
terest. Several of these may be mentioned: 1 °. The 
depressions usually advance in the direction of the 
strongest winds, 2°. The line of advance of the de¬ 
pression forms an angle with the line of greatest in¬ 
crease of temperature, which generally lies between 
43° and 90°, the highest temperature lying at the 
right of the path of the minimum, In summer the 
angle is greater than in winter, often reaching 90°. 
Both of those laws conform to the principles laid 
down in 1872 by Ley. They may be combined Into 
one fts follows: “The onward movement of the de¬ 
pressions follows approximately in the direction of 
the preponderating movement of the whole mass of 
air in the vicinity of the depression.” The Impor¬ 
tance of cloud-studies, especially of the upper clouds v 
consists In the fact that their direction of movement 
foreshadows, In a general way, the direction of move¬ 
ment of the depression. On the other hand, their 
distribution in advance of the depression is so irregu¬ 
lar that their indications cannot be relied upon alone, 
but m*$t be combined with the distribution of press¬ 
ure and other meteorological conditions. 

The most interesting part of the discussion relates 
to the distribution of pressure at the height of 2,500 
metres. The barometric readings are reduced to this 
height (in addition to the usual reduction to sea- 
level) by means of Koppen's formula, published in 
1882; the first use of this method which lias yet been 
published, as far as known. At this height the mini¬ 
ma are not so closely enclosed by the isobars as is 
indicated by the charts; and it is shown, that “the 
rotary motion is limited to the lower atmospheric 
strata, in which the axis of the vortex is inclined 
towards the left and apparently somewhat forward.” 
It seems that an advance in our knowledge of baro¬ 
metric movements might be made by further atten¬ 
tion to this method of research, which enables us to 
investigate the extent of a depression in a vertical 
direction ns well as in the horizontal direction, to 
which investigation has hitherto been limited.— 
(Monatl. iiberslcht wltterung, 1882.) w. u. [3X5 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Arctic,) 

Polar stations. — The Austrian steamer Pola 
readied Jan Mayen, Aug. 8, and found the party 
in excellent health and spirits. We have already an¬ 
nounced their safe return to Vienna. Some account 
of the wintering is given in Nature, from which we 
learn, that, in 1882, the autumn storms began with a 
heavy snowfall about the end of August. Septem¬ 
ber was fine and warm; October again stormy. The 
polar night began Nov. 12, and ended Jan. 80. Au¬ 
rora was constant and of great brilliancy during the 
winter. The greatest cold (-“6:1° F.) was observed 
in January, but March had the lowest average tem¬ 
perature. Terrible snow-storms occurred at inter¬ 
vals; the ice, which first formed around the island in 
December, being frequently broken up, and the salt 
spray carried a long distance inland. The ice dis* 
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appeared by the end of June. There had been no 
illness, and the international programme had been 
perfectly carried out.-In addition to the interna¬ 

tional stations, the physical laboratory at I/psala has 
made simultaneous observations for the year end¬ 
ing Aug. 15. — The Swedish expedition arrived at 
Tromso from Spitzbergen, Aug. 28. The year's obser¬ 
vations were completed Aug. 23. No casualties had 
occurred among the members of the party, and the re¬ 
lieving vessel encountered no ice of consequence.- 

The Dtteh, party which wintered in the Varna, near 
Waigatz Strait, arrived at Hammerfest, Sept. 3. The 
Varna was nipped Dec. 24, 1882, but did not founder 
until July 24, 1883. One of the crew died during 
the winter. The observations, except those relating 
to magnetism, were carried on with success. After 
the vessel sank, the party was accommodated on the 
Dimfna, from which it was taken by the steam¬ 
er Obi, and carried to Vardo. Iiovgaard, in the 
Dimfna, was confident of getting into open water in 
August, but intended, if he did not succeed in doing 
so by Aug. 15, to despatch half the crew under Lieut. 
Olsen for Yahual on the Siberian coast, while he 
remained on the vessel with the other half during 
the winter. The Dimfna has since arrived at Vardo. 

-No attempt is to be made to reach Greety’s party 

this year, as the season is considered too late. Sever¬ 
al Eskimo stories have reached civilization, and have 
been supposed to refer to that party. It is certain 
that they are entitled to no credence whatever, in the 
shape in which they are received, even if originally 

based on some actual fact, which is doubtful,- 

The Point Barrow party under Hay has been suc¬ 
cessfully relieved, and reached San Francisco, Oct. 7. 
According to a telegram from Lieut. Ray, all work 
was accomplished except the pendulum observations. 
The relieving schooner Leo reached Point Barrow, 
Aug. 22, but was forced away by the ice the same 
night; returned on the 24th, but was again forced to 
retire, with some damage, the next day. On the 27th, 
however, the party and stores were embarked, and 
the vessel reached Unalashka, where she was beached 
and repaired. Lieut Sehwatka and party, who had 
descended the Yukon from the Chilknt country to 
the sea, and reached St. Michael’s safely, were brought 
to Ban Francisco by the Leo. — w. H. j>. [3X6 

The whaling-season. — Reports from Bering 
Strait to latest dates still continue to characterize 
the season as the worst and most icy for many years. 
No serious casualties had occurred since the loss of 
the John Howland. — w. u. d. [317 

Arctlo notes. —The death of Admiral Sir Richard 
Collinson, at the age of seventy-two, is announced. 
He commanded the Franklin search expedition, 1850- 
54, on the Enterprise and Investigator, surveyed Minfco 
Met and Prince Albert Sound in 1852. Part of his 
command Under M‘Clare, by walking from their ves¬ 
sel In Mercy Bay, over the Ice to the Resolute at 
Dealy Island, and afterward* sailing for England on 
the North Star, made the north-east passage from 
the Pacific for the first and only time, Collinson 
received the gold medal of the Royal geographical 
society, the order of the Bath, and had been deputy- 


master of Trinity House since 1875.-The latest 

news from the polar station at the Lena mouth was to 
the effect that all were well April 3, though the win¬ 
ter had been very trying. The lowest temperature 
observed was —52°.ff F., Feb. 9, The deviation of 
the magnetic needles was very great, especially dur¬ 
ing * magnetic storms,’ reaching 25° in azimuth in 
the declinometer, and 90° for the suspended magnet in 
observations for horizontal intensity. — The news¬ 
paper accounts of Lieut. Schwatka’a voyage are so 
confused, and contain so many absolute errors, that 
it Is difficult'to knov? exactly what they are intended 
to convey. The facts appear to be, that he crossed the 
portage from the Chllkat River to the Kussooa afflu¬ 
ents of the Lewis River, as several parties of pro¬ 
spectors have done before him. The descent was then 
made to the Yukon, at Fort Selkirk, on rafts. Some 
of the Indians of the party becoming mutinous, it Is 
reported that three of them were killed by Sehwatka; 
and the party then descended the river from the site 
of Fort Selkirk to Fort Adams, just below Nukhi- 
kahyet', about longitude 152° 80 / west, where one of 
the river-boats used in trading was chartered to take 
them to the seacoast. It is to be hoped that astro¬ 
nomical observations have been made by the party, 
which, so far as merely traversing the country is con¬ 
cerned, has done no more than lias been done by dif¬ 
ferent parties of prospectors and explorers before ; 
none of whom, however, obtained any observations 

of precision on the river above Fort Yukon.- 

Lieut. Stoney, U.S.N., after delivering the presents 
to the Chukchi of St. Lawrence Bay, which wore 
sent in return for their benevolence to the officers 
and men of the Jeannette search expedition, on 
the IJ.S.S. Rodgers, landed near Ilotham Inlet, and, 
according to newspaper reports, attempted to explore 
one of the three layge rivers which fall into this estu¬ 
ary. The information given by the daily press is not 
exact; but It appears that the chief work accom¬ 
plished was the collection of some native reports in 
regard to one of these rivers, which, in the state they 
have been made public, are incompatible with the 
known geography of the region. Doubtless, in this 
as lathe case of Lieut. Schwatka’s party, when the 
official reports are received, they will be found to 
contain welcome additions to our knowledge of these 
regions. L 31 ® 

BOTANY. 

Color-ohanges of lungwort flower*. —Dr. M id¬ 
ler finds, that while occasionally insects visit the 
blue (older) flowers of Pulmonaria officinalis, but 
without benefit to themselves or the plant, the 
red (younger) flowers arc much more frequently 
visited for pollen and nectar, being at the same time 
fertilized. One female of Anthophora pilipes, for ex¬ 
ample, wa* seen to visit only red flowers, or those 
just beginning to change. Another visited, at first, 
both red and blue flowers, but later, apparently 
learning by experience that the blue flowers contain 
no neettvr, confined her visits to the red flowers. A 
third viilted in the following order: sixteen red 
flowers of Puimonarla, one blue Nepcta glechoma, 
twenty-three red Pulmonaria, one Nepeta, twenty- 
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one red Fulmonarfa, and one Ncpeta. Corning, now, 
to a place where the ground-ivy prevailed, she visited 
slxty-ono Nepeta flowers, then five red Pulmmiaria 
flowers, after which she returned to her nest. Earlier 
observation has also shown that this bee is not con¬ 
stant in its visits to a given species. The visits of 
the second individual and of one or two other in¬ 
sects, watched but a short time, to the blue flowers, 
is attributed to their lack of experience on this species; 
while the promiscuous visits of others are believed to 
bo due to a noticeable confusion which was mani¬ 
fested after one or two unsuccessful visits had been 
made to flowers drained by earlier comers. Fitotn his 
observations, the writer concludes that the blue color 
of the older flowers, like flu* final color of those of 
Kibes aureum and Imntaua, is of twofold advantage 
to the plant,—on the one hand increasing the con¬ 
spicuousness of the flower-cluster, while, on the other 
hand, it Indicates to the more acute of the visiting 
insects the flowers to which their attentions should 
be confined for tlieir own good and that of-the plant. 

— (Koamo.% 1*83, 214.) w. r. [319 

lose eta versus fertilization. — In some notes on 

Thripldae, Mr. Osborn discusses the food-habits of 
these minute insects, believing, from the structure 
and position of their mouth-parts, and such observa¬ 
tions as he has been able to make, that the major 
part of the group are vegetable feeders, the few spe¬ 
cies considered by Walsh and Kiley as insectivorous 
differing In this respect from most of their congeners. 
Even these are thought to possibly seek the honey- 
dew of aphides, etc., rather than to destroy them. 

Of young apple-blossoms frequented by them, 

eighty per cent were injured by punctures upon the 
styles and other parts, but particularly the styles; 
aud all the evidence pointed to the thrips as the 
cause of injury,” though they were never seen to 
actually puncture the tissue. — {Canad. entom., Aug.) 
w. r. [320 

ZOOLOGY. 

Origin of individuality in the higher animal*. 

— II. Fol 1ms published a very interesting note, in 
which he studies, not the historical or phylogenetic, 
but the physiological, origin of the individual. The 
questions proposed arc, At what moment in the onto¬ 
geny is the individuality created and limited ? What 
factors determine the development of one, two, or 
several embryos from a single vitellus? The cases 
of double monsters by union of two distinct eggs, 
and polymerUra, being phenomena of a different 
order, do not come into consideration here. 

FoPh new researches wore made principally on 
the sea-urchin, Strougylocentrotus 11 vidus, which is 
strictly individualized at all stages of Us existence. 
He had previously reached the conclusion that nor¬ 
mal fecundation demands only one spermatozoon for 
each egg. Stslenka thinks that two or three do not 
involve the sequel of an irregular development. 
Fol has verified both points, and finds that normal 
fecundation may be effected by either one or two 
spermatozoa uniting with the egg-nucleus* * Three 
seem to produce abnormalities. The spermatozoon, 
then, does not act as an individuality: it represents 


only a certain dose of nuclear substance; and the 
dose may be cither single or double. Immature or 
injured eggs admit several spermatozoa. Very in¬ 
geniously Fol lias produced such a condition tempo¬ 
rarily by immersing the mature ova for a moment 
in water saturated with carbonic acid, then trans¬ 
ferring them to well-aerated water, and impregnat¬ 
ing. The half-asphixiatcd eggs admit each three 
or four spermatozoa, which unite with the female 
pronucleus, after which follows an abnormally long 
period of repose. When segmentation begins, there 
appears a complex earyolytic figure, with three or 
four poles instead of two, a triastcr or tetraster, or 
two parallel amphiasters, separate or united. The 
number of segmentation-spheres formed is at least 
double the normal. The larvae have irregular forms, 
and often two or three gastrular cavities. 

If the eggs are more completely under the influ¬ 
ence of the carbonic acid, from five to ten sperma¬ 
tozoa may gain entrance. The earliest comers unite 
with the female pronucleus: the later ones remain in 
the periphery. The nucleus forms a tetraster or dou¬ 
ble amphi aster; and the peripheral male pronuelei 
form each an amphiaster, which usually join end to 
end, forming a rosary of asters and spindles. Each 
of these am phi asters seems to be a centre of develop¬ 
ment, for the surviving larvae are polygastrlc. 

These facts lead to tlie conclusion that neither the 
egg, nor the female pronueleus, nor the spermato¬ 
zoon, suffices, taken separately, to determine the indi¬ 
viduality. The dose Of nuclear substance resulting 
in the formation of an embryo may vary within 
considerable limits; and the number of araphia*ters 
at the first cleavage is the first criterion which 
decides the number of individuals. Fol then con¬ 
siders the first amphiaster of segmentation as the 
first fact of individuality. [Fol does not appear to 
have demonstrated a strict correspondence between 
the number of amphiasters and of individuals. Ills 
view raises the question whether there is a funda¬ 
mental difference between the bipolar (amphiasters) 
and multipolar asters In cell-division.) —- (Comptes 
renduH acad . Paris, Aug. 13, 1883.) c\ s, m. (321 

VERTEBRATES. 

Birds. 

The white of birds' eggs. — Tarchanoff 1ms dis¬ 
covered that the white of the eggs of those birds 
whose young are born unfeathered differs from or¬ 
dinary albumen, Its most striking peculiarity being 
that it remains transparent after coagulation by heat. 
He designates it as * tata-eiweiss.’ It [differs from 
ordinary white of egg in many respects. When co¬ 
agulated it is fluorescent. It has less polarizing 
power, and contains more water, than the white of 
hens’ eggs, It gives uo precipitate when abundantly 
diluted with water. It is at first strongly alkaline, 
but loses that reaction as the yolk develops. It Is 
rapidly digested. It can be redissolved in water 
after drying at 40° 0. It can be changed into what 
appears to be identical with ordinary albumen, a, by 
the addition of a few drops of concentrated solutions 
of neutral salts of alkaline bates, or, b, of coucen- 
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trfcted acetic or lactic acid; c, under the influence of 
carbonic acid at a temperature near boiling; d } by 
incubation (owing to the action of the CO* excret¬ 
ed by the yolk ? — Jfep.J. Experiments left it un¬ 
certain whether the ordinary albumen first passes 
through the ‘ tata ’ form. It seems probable that 
the ‘ tata-ei welss’ is a sodic or potassic albuminate. 

— {Pfliiger’s arch . physiol ., xxxl. 368.) c. a, m. [322 

Yolkleaa artificial eggs. — TarchanoiT, in the 

course of hla experiments, noticed in the preceding 
abstract, made fistwlae of the oviduct in hens. They 
bear the operation well, but it causes atrophy of the 
glands of the oviduct, and apparently of the ovary 
also. The mature ova are discharged into the body- 
cavity. Under favorable circumstances, if a ball of 
amber is introduced into the upper end of the duct, 
the white with fully developed chalazao, and the 
membranous shell, are deposited, producing a nor¬ 
mally formed egg, in which the yolk is replaced by 
the amber ball. A ligature prevented the descent 
of the egg, during the experiment, into that region 
of the oviduct which secretes the calcareous shell. 

— (Pfluper’s arch, physiol xxl. 376.) c, s. M. [323 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Kotos on New Guinea.—* By degrees this un¬ 
known land is being brought before the scientific 
world. Mr. W. G. Lawes, writing from Port Mores¬ 
by, describes a visit to the Rouna Falls, accompanied 
by his wife, the first Judy to tread the unbeaten tracks 
of New Guinea. In the district of Sogere the trav¬ 
ellers stopped at several native villages. The one 
where they camped consisted of seven houses and 
three tree-houses, which are really forts or castles. 
One was a hundred and twenty feet high. A native 
went up with an armful of spears, and throw them 
down at an imaginary enemy. When they have rea¬ 
son to expect an enemy, they take up a supply of big 
stones. These houses command the whole vlllago, 
and could not easily bo taken. The travellers saw 
much of the natives, who are good specimens of 
the average Kolarlan. They are somewhat darker, 
shorter, and more hairy, than the coast people. When 
a man dies, it is always known whoso spirit has be¬ 
witched him; and his tribe must pay in order to give 
the dead min rest. Whenever a man of the least 
consequence dies, there is fighting. Their mode of 
getting fire is peculiar. They take a dry stick of 
pithy wood, and split it a Httfl way. In the cleft they 
put a piece of wood or a stone to keep it open; then, 
putting a little nfbbish as tinder under the split part 
of the stick, they stand on the other end, and pass a 
strip of rattan, cane, or bamboo, tinder the cleft, draw¬ 
ing It rapidly up and down, when it soon begins to 
smoke, and sparks appear between the forks of the 
stick, which, with a little care, sets fire to the tinder, 
and a flame is soon obtained. —J. w. P, [324 

The Tolteca. — Notwithstanding Dr. Brin ton’s 
consignment of the Toltecs to the Motgenland, M. 
B. T. Hamy has the courage to say, “The Toltecs 


play the most important part in the past history 
of North America. Their history commences with 
the fifth ceiitury of our era, and their migration to the 
south-east coincides in a striking manner with the 
great movement of peoples in the old world. When 
the Goths and Huns were annihilating the civiliza¬ 
tion of Europe, at the other end of the world other 
barbarians, travelling in the same direction, were 
destroying older nations.'’ M. Hamy gives a brief 
review of tbe Toltec art, especially in clay, aiyl then 
proceeds to enlarge upon the discoveries of M. Char- 
nay, illustrating his remarks by means of specimens 
in theYau Hl&rd collection. The first period of Toltec 
ceramic art. is termed pastMlaye ; the second, more 
advanced, may bo called powuiaye. Tula, Teotihua- 
can, and Cholula contain the most imposing vestiges 
of Toltec grandeur. The remains of what was the 
first capita! of the Toltecs are situated nineteen 
leagues north of Mexico, at the confluence of the Rio 
Grande de Tula and a small river from the mountains 
of Texas. M. Charnay visited the ruins of this place, 
and photographed the most important. The descrip¬ 
tions of the other two capitals are passed over briefly 
by M. Hainy; but of Cholula, fortunately, we have 
the very minute observations of Bandolier, to bo pub¬ 
lished by the Archeological institute. — (Assoc, ttc. 
Franco, Conference 25 Mars, 1882.) ,i. w. i\ [325 
The perforated humerus. — Professor Henry W. 
Haynes, in exhibiting a perforated Indian humerus 
found at Concord, Mass., brings together some im¬ 
portant references to the same phenomenon observed 
elsewhere. Mr. Henry Gilman found 50 % in the 
Michigan mounds; at Gronelle, Paris, M. Martin 
found 28 *}v ; in the Furfooz race of the caves of Bel¬ 
gium, M. Dupont found 30 %; in the Dolmen of 
Argenteull, near Paris, M. Leguay found 25 $ ; while 
Dr. Pruner Bey ascertained the average at Vaurcal, 
near by, to be 20 %. He also reported that it is com¬ 
mon in skeletons of tin’ 0 lunches. In the cave of 
Orrouy, belonging to the bronze age, the average was 
ascertained by Dr. Broca to be 25 %. Among two 
thousand skeletons of the polished stone age, discov¬ 
ered by the Baron de Bayc in Champagne, he reports 
it as very frequent. Prof, Ward also speaks of the 
broken state In which Jong bones are found, attribut¬ 
ing it to design. With regard to percentages on small 
numbers, a very singular experience was that of the 
writer of this note last year. Wishing to know what 
races and nationalities supplied the criminals of his 
city, he consulted the census and the police records. 
The former reported one Persian in the community; 
the latter, five Persians, arrested and convicted. Star¬ 
tled by the fact that five hundred per cent of the Per¬ 
sians were criminals, be was about to warn the 
government against allowing any more to land. A 
few moments’ study, however, sot the matter right. 
Tbe poor Persian on the census-roll had been * sent 
down * five times during one year, for sixty days each 
time, on account of vagraucy. — (Proc. Amen antiq , 
soc*, li. BO.) o. t. u . [326 
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INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 4 


GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

National museum. 

Publications. — The publications of tho museum 
are issued under two titles, — bulletins’ and ‘Pro¬ 
ceedings.’ The bulletins consist of monographs of 
groups of animals, plants, or minerals; papers upon 
the fapna, flora, and minerals of different regions 
of the globe; and similar works. The proceedings 
contain shorter communication! descriptive of new 
Hpeeiea, etc., or relating to novel phenomena. All 
papers are based on material in the museum. Five 
volumes of the proceedings, and twenty-two bulle- 
. tins, have already been published, aggregating 7,300 
octavo pages. The sixth volume of the proceedings, 
and several bulletins, arc nowin course of publica¬ 
tion. Tho bulletins which will appear within a short 
period are the following: — 

A bibliography of the writings of Professor Spencer 
Fullerton Baird, by G. Brown Goode, A.M.; Avi¬ 
fauna coiumbiana, by Elliott Cones and D. Webster 
Prentiss, M.D.; A contribution to the natural history 
of Bermuda, edited by G. Brown Goode, A.M.; A 
manual of herpetology, by Henry C. Yarrow, M.D.; 
Official catalogue of the collections exhibited by the 
U. S. national museum at the London fisheries exhi¬ 
bition, 1883. 

The exhibition-halls, — Two very important objects 
are about to be placed on exhibition in the museum. 
The first of these is a group of oraugs, mounted by 
Mr. William T. Hornaday. The group represents a 
tightin the treetop, In which are concerned two adult 
male orangs, and as spectators a female and baby, 
and a young male. The setting has been worked 
out with great care, especially as regards the nests 
of the orangs, the foliage, vines, orchids, etc. All 
the specimens were shot by Mr. Hornaday in Borneo,- 
and are mounted from his notes upon the living and 
fresh specimens. 

The second object of interest is an antique Roman 
mosaic derived from Carthage, It was exhibited at 
the Centennial exhibition in the Tunisian section, 
and was afterward presented to the museum by Sir 
Richard Wood, British consul-general at Tunis. The 
mosaic represents a Hon of life-size, seizing an animal 
resembling a horse or ass. It is believed to date from 
the first century B.C. 

Addition* to the collections . — The museum has re¬ 
cently secured a very valuable collection of archeo¬ 
logical objects from Missouri, comprising twenty-five 
specimens. Included among them are a digging- 
implement of peculiar shape, and about a foot long, 
and two hourglass-shaped ceremonial objects of 
pink quartz about four inches long. Among the re¬ 
cent accessions to the department of birds is a nest 
of Opornis agills, with eggs,—the first specimen of 
which there is authentic record. The department of 
reptiles is at present negotiating for a specimen of the 
very rare North-American serpent, Ophthalmidium 
longiasimum. The department of mammals has re¬ 
ceived a valuable accession in the form of partially 


complete skeletons of eleven sperm whales. They 
represent the remains of a small school of these 
cetaceans, which stranded near Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, in the winter of 1882-83, 

Bureau of ethnology. 

Pueblo of TaUyhogan . — Mr, James Stevenson 
reports that careful investigations in the vicinity of 
the abandoned pueblo of TaUyhogan, in the ancient 
province of Tusayan, Arizona territory, disclose the 
fact that the sand-dunes on the north and east of 
the village were used by the former inhabitants as 
burial-places. A very little digging exposed the re¬ 
mains of tho interred, which were usually placed in 
a hole in a doubled-up, mummy-like attitude. 

In many cases vases and bowls, which probably 
contained food, wore inhumed with the dead, and in 
some instances trinkets were found. 

A number of old specimens were secured, among 
them being small images of human beings (previously 
unknown to collectors in this region), curious in 
workmanship, and ancient lu ornamentation. 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

Mn, G, K. Gilbert has recently given some rather 
disturbing suggestions to the people of Salt Lake 
City (Salt Lake weekly tribune , Sept, 20) concerning 
the probability of destructive earthquakes there. He 
describes the slow and still continuing growth of the 
ranges in the Great Basin by repeated dislocation 
along great fracturos, the earth’s crust on one side 
being elevated and tilted into mountain attitude by 
an upthrust that produces compression and distor¬ 
tion in the rocky mass, until the strain can no longer 
be borne, and something must give way. Suddenly 
and violently there is a slipping of one wall of the 
fissure on the other, far enough to relieve the strain, 
and this is felt as an earthquake; then follows a long 
period of quiet, during which the strain is gradually 
reimposed. Such a shock occurred in Owen’s val¬ 
ley, along the eastern base of the Sierra Nevada, in 
1872, when a fault-scarp five to twenty feet high and 
forty miles long was produced. A scarp thirty or 
forty feet high is lenowu along the western foot of 
the Wabsatch range, south of Salt Lake, and other 
scarps of similar origiivliave been found at the bases 
of many of the Basin ranges. The date of their for¬ 
mation is not known; but It must* be comparatively 
recent, because they are still so little worn away, 
Wherever they are fresh, and consequently of modern 
uplift, there is probable safety from earthquakes for 
ages to come, because a Jong time is needed for the 
accumulation of another strain sufficient to cause a 
slipping of one wAll of the fissure on the other. Con¬ 
versely, when they are old and worn down, the break¬ 
ing strain may even now be almost reached, and an 
earthquake may be expected at any time. This is 
the case at Salt Lake; for, continuous as are the fault- 
scarps along the base of the Wahsatch, they are ab¬ 
sent near this city. From the Warm Springs to 
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Emigration Cafion they have not been found, and 
the rational explanation of their absence is that a 
very long time has elapsed since their last renewal. 
In this period the earth-strain has been slowly in¬ 
creasing. Some clay It will overcome the friction, lift 
the mountains a few feet, and re-enact on a fearful 
scale the catastrophe of Owen’s valley. 

•—The president of the International committee 
Dr. H. Wild, by request of the governments con¬ 
cerned, has announced that the observations of the 
parties at the circumpolar observing stations were to 
cease, as was originally planned, in September, 1883, 
and the different expeditions will return as shortly 
thereafter as practicable. 

— Violent solfatarlc disturbances were experienced 
in Iceland between the 12th and 21st of last March. 

— The English government lias decided to establish 
an astronomical and meteorological observatory at 
Xiong Kong, and has appointed Dr. William Doberck 
director of the institution. Dr, Doberck has accepted 
the position, and removed to Hong Kong. He may 
be addressed through the Crown agents for the Colo¬ 
nies, Downing street, London, 

— In the Journal of chemical industry/ of June 29, 
Mr. CL W. Wigner, F.C.S., F.T.C., gives an ac¬ 
count of the damage done to delicate substances by 
the material in which they are packed, suitability 
being too often sacrificed to strength, lightness, or 
mere ornament. As president of the society of pub¬ 
lic analysts, Mr. Wigner has had many opportunities 
of studying the subject. 

Oysters, he writes, have been imported into Eng¬ 
land in barrels made of wood containing a very large 
proportion of tannin, with results which can be bel¬ 
ter understood Ihau appreciated. The iron contained 
in the liquor has produced a very noticeable propor¬ 
tion of ink, and the oysters themselves have become 
converted into a poor but certainly novel kind of 
leather. Tinned fish and tinned acid fruits have 
been packed in vessels in which lead predominated 
over tin to a very marked extent. He alluded to the 
loss in cargoes of essences and scents by the impos¬ 
sibility of making the stoppers of glass bottles abso¬ 
lutely air-tight, and the damage done to other parts 
of the cargo by those essences. Mr. Wigner then 
proceeds to describe the effects of evaporation in 
the hold of a ship: bilge-watef can never be quite 
excluded, and change of temperature must produce 
evaporation; the dew thus produced settles on the 
top of the packing-cases, aud in time corrodes the 
metal, or la absorbed, as the case may be, and, if 
the voyage be long enough, damages the goods. 
Canned goods, he writes, seldom remain good for a 
second season, even if apparently well packed: the 
tin, some of the iron, and the lead contained in the 
tin, are dissolved, and the contents of the can become 
contaminated with these metallic substances. 

The greater part of Mr. Wigner’s article is devoted 
to the effects produced on tea by the wood in which 
it Is packed. The Chinese formerly used ‘toon’ 
wood only; but the forests have been so much cut 
down that the supply is running short, and in Assam, 
wood for packing-cases is cut at random. In one 


instance, a consignment of Assam tea had a distinc¬ 
tive odor of its own, resembling a new and exces¬ 
sively rank kid glove; some hundreds of chests being 
thus damaged. The inner lead Coating of tea-chests 
used by the Chinese is much purer, and less liable to 
damage by acid, than the lighter lining used by the 
dealers in upper India. 

— Professor Angelo Hetlprin was elected one of the 
curators of the Academy of natural sciences of Phila¬ 
delphia on Oct. 2, to supply the vacancy caused by 
the death of Mr. Charles F. Parker. At a meeting 
of the council, helcS Oct. r>, Professor Heilprin was 
appointed actuary to the curators or curator in charge. 
He has commenced the arrangement of a department 
of the museum to be devoted exclusively to the nat¬ 
ural history of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The 
geology and mineralogy, together with the fauna and 
flora, of the two states, will be represented as com¬ 
pletely as possible, and will form a collection which 
cannot fail to be of special interest to local stu¬ 
dents. 

— The papers read at tlie meeting of the Biological 
society of Washington, Oct 19, were by Dr. Theo¬ 
dore Gill, The ichthyological results of the explora¬ 
tions of the U. S. fish-commission steamer Albatross 
in 1883; Dr. C. A. White, Character and function of 
the epiglottis of the bull-snake (Pityophla); Professor 
Lester F. Ward, Note on an interesting botanical relic 
of the District of Columbia; Dr. C. V. Hlloy, Manna 
in the United States. 

— The Philosophical society of Washington, on 
Oct, 13, held its first session after the summer vaca¬ 
tion. Since June it has lost three members by death, 
— Surgeon-Gen. C, II. Crane, who was one of its 
vice-presidents; Admiral B. F. Sands, one of the 
original founders of the society; and Dr. Josiab Cur¬ 
tis. The papers of the evening were by Mr. William 
B. Taylor, on the Kings of Saturn; by Dr. Swan M. 
Burnett, on the Character of the focal lines in astig¬ 
matism ; and by Mr. U. A. Hazen, on Thermometer- 
exposure, 

—* A scientific session of the National academy of 
sciences will be held in New Haven, at Yale college, 
commencing on Tuesday, Nov. 13. 

— Mr, F. W. Putnam, of the Peabody museum, 
Cambridge, announces his readiness to give lectures 
on American archeology, based upon the course de¬ 
livered last year before the Lowell institute. His sub¬ 
jects cover such matters as the shell-heaps, caves, 
mounds and earthworks, stone graves, pueblos, aud 
ancient arts and religious rites of our country, as 
well as general sketches of the archeology of North 
America, Mexico and Central America, South Amer¬ 
ica, and Peru. 

~At the meeting of the Engineers’ club of Phila¬ 
delphia, Oct, 6, Mr. Edward Thiange presented an 
illustrated description of aunethod of earthwork com¬ 
putation, by means of diagrams constructed from the 
proposition, * The areas of similar figures are to each 
Other aa^the squares of their homologous sides.’ An 
idea may be had of their nature and uses by the fol¬ 
lowing directions: to get the average volume in 
cubic yards of a station (in embankment), to the cen- 
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tre-fiU at each eiul add the constant height of the 
* grade triangle ’ (which is formed by the road-bed and 
the side-slopes produced); at the resultant heights 
on the diagram, measure, with the scale of cubic 
yards, the lengths of the ordinates terminated by the 
slope-lines at each station respectively; their sum, 
diminished by the 1 grade prism/ is the average quan¬ 
tity for the station of one hundred feet. 

— A paper upon Economy in highway bridges, by 
JVof. J. A. Ti. Waddell, was read. Its objects are to 
determine the most economical depth and number of 
panels for spans from forty to twb hundred feet; the 
lengths at which it is better to change front pony 
truss to thorough bridge, and from single to double 
intersection; the exact dead loads, and the amounts 
of lumber and iron for each case. 

— Mr. Lester F. Ward has published in the U, S. 
fiah-comm Union bulletin a list of the marsh and 
aquatic plants of the northern United States, which 
will be useful to those interested in aquaria and 
fish-ponds. The list numbers a hundred and eighty- 
onc species, sixty-one of which aro strictly aquatic, 
the balance being found in marshy places. Three 
species are said by Dr. Hessel to be injurious to carp- 
ponds; viz., Nuphar ad vena, Nuphar sagiUaefoUum, 
and liidens Beekii. The species recommended espe¬ 
cially for carp-ponds are of the strictly aquatic gen¬ 
era, Utrioularia and i’otamogeton. Of the Composi- 
tae, only three species, all Bidens, are given as being 
marsh-loving, or aquatic. 

— The director of the Imperial Japanese govern¬ 
ment laboratory at Yokohama, Dr. A. J. C, Oeerts, 
died there Aug. .’JO, aged forty. 

— We have just received intelligence of the death 
of the distinguished French paleontologist, Dr. Joa¬ 
chim Barrande. 
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OSWALD HE EH. 

Oswald Heek, whose death in his seventy* 
fifth year we announced a fortnight since, was 
born in Ola- 
rus, Switzer¬ 
land, Aug. JH, 

1809, In 182* 
he went to 
llalle to study 
theology and 
natural histo¬ 
ry. He bega n 
his career as a 
pastor at Gla¬ 
ms ; and cer¬ 
tain habits and 
manners of a 
clergyman 
clung to him 
throughout 
life, and traces 
of them may 
even be seen 
in his special 
paleontological 
writings. lie 
soon gave up 
the ministry, 
and devoted 
himself exclu¬ 
sively to natu¬ 
ral history; * 
and we next 
find him set¬ 
tled In Zurich, 
where, in 1885, 
he founded the 
botanic gar¬ 
den, and be¬ 
came its director. In the following year he 
was attached to the university as professor 
of botany and entomology,—the two studies 
which divided hi* time throughout his life. 
Later, about 1855, lie transferred his alle- 
../■WSf ’4f-m 


glance to the Polytcchnicum, an institution of 
world-wide fame, where he remained the rest 
of his life. Tn 1845 he founded and became 
president of the Zurich society of agriculture 
and horticulture. And for twenty years he 

was a Rath- 
sherr, or mem¬ 
ber of the 
Grand council 
of Zurich, 

It was not 
until 1840 that 
he turned his 
attention to 
paleontology, 
studying first 
of all the fossil 
insects of Oen- 
ingen. This 
task lie under¬ 
took at the in¬ 
stance of his 
friend Eacher 
von der Li nth. 
Knowing him 
from his child¬ 
hood, Escher 
quickly per¬ 
ceived that a 
mind so deli¬ 
cately adjust¬ 
ed to' observa¬ 
tion, which no 
detail escaped, 
was well pre¬ 
pared for the 
difficult work 
of determining 
and classifying 
the numerous 
plants and in¬ 
sects of Oeningen. It was a virgin field. 
Yielding to the solicitations of his friend, 
Heer bravely undertook the suggested work; 
and with scarcely an interruption, notwith¬ 
standing a constitution always delicate, he 
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brought out the remarkable and numerous 
memoirs which have given him a place among 
the first paleontologists of our time. 

Soon after his return to Switzerland, lleer 
associated himself with Froebel (since re¬ 
nowned for his reforms in pedagogy) in the 
publication of a magazine under the title of 
‘ Mittheilungen a u» dem gebiete der theoretischen 
erdkunde of which only four numbers w # ere 
ever issued. In the first of these, in 1834, 
lleer printed two memoirs on the geographi¬ 
cal distribution of insects and plants in the 
Swiss Alps, drawing his material mainly from 
his native canton, — memoirs which show, 
especially the longer one on insects, that he 
must have gathered his ■facts through patient, 
diligent observations of many years. These 
two memoirs appear to have been his earliest 
essays. lie afterwards expanded the first 
into a long and better known memoir on the 
Swiss Coleoptera. These studies on geograph¬ 
ical distribution formed an excellent basis for 
the paleontological work to which lie was 
shortly to devote himself, one great value of 
which lies in his careful studies of the relations 
which the extinct insects and plants investi- , 
gated bear to living forms in the same or other 
parts of the world. From this time on, not a 
year has passed without some sign of activity 
from this indefatigable student; and his last 
volume was only last month reviewed in our 
columns. At first the memoirs concerned 
mainly the transformations or distribution of 
Swiss Coleoptera, and the distribution of 
alpine plants; but from 1847, when his first 
memoir on the tertiary beetles of Europe ap¬ 
peared, his attention was directed almost ex¬ 
clusively to fossil insects and plants, especially 
those of the tertiary epoch; and it is here he 
has won his renown. The volume upon ter¬ 
tiary insects, issued between 1847 and 1853, 
opened a new world to science, and will for¬ 
ever remain the classic work on fossil insects. 
He brought to it a painstaking and faithful 
investigation, which in many cases ^U1 bear 
the closest scrutiny at the present time, not¬ 
withstanding the advance of entomology in 
the generation since elapsed. Finding that 


the determination of fosmi< insects must de¬ 
pend largely upon a stud}' of their wings, he 
made a special investigation of the neuration 
in living types, and proposed for the first time 
a uniform nomenclature for all orders of in¬ 
sects. From its burial in a memoir on fossil: 
beetles, this scheme received little attention ;, 
but it remains to-day the most philosophical I 
presentation of the subject. 

Although his earlier paleontological papers 
were mainly devoted to insects, his attention' 
was from the first attracted to the plants asso¬ 
ciated with them. And, the mass of insects 
from Oeningen disposed of, his memoirs now 
became more and more largely paleobotanical. 
To these he gave a living interest, from his 
discussions of the probable physical condition 
and climate of tertiary time* drawn from the 
data furnished by the plants. He was a strong 
believer in a miocene Atlantis. His first essay, 
dealing with ancient climates, was published in* 
GiebePs ZeiUchrifl in 1859, and was after¬ 
wards expanded into a volume, which passed 
immediately through a much enlarged second 
edition (in French) by the assistance of his 
friend Gaudin. 1 TJpen followed that remarka¬ 
ble series of illustrated quarto memoirs, pub¬ 
lished in various countries and languages im 
London, Stockholm, St. Petersburg, Zurich,, 
etc., in which the collections of various gov¬ 
ernment expeditions are described and figured,, 
and which he afterwards collected into the vol¬ 
umes which compose his 4 Flora fossilis arc- 
tica* (7 vols.), companion volumes to his 
4 Flora tertiaria Helvetiae * (3 vols.) and 
4 Flora fossilis Helvetiae.’ His studies upon 
past climates were also carried into wider geo¬ 
logic fields, and resulted in his 4 Ur welt der 
Schweiz,* a living picture of the past of bin. 
native country, clothed in popular language.. 
Hid imagination was here brought into play* 
and occasionally expressed itself in verse. 
This volume, issued in 1865, was translated 
into French by Gaudin (1875), and into Eng¬ 
lish by Heywood (2 vols. 1876). To each of 
these editions he added supplementary matter, 

1 ThU Utft wm tfco iwricbed tjy contribution* from pcvcwU 
ufttumliut*, noubly Mutherim Boport*. 
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and himself published a considerably enlarged 
German edition in 1878. 

Heer, who, as we have said, was instigated 
to his paleontological studies by Escher, was 
glad to acknowledge his debt to his friend, 
whose most illustrious pupil he was. Rarely 
have such cordial relations existed between 
two men. He always spoke of Escher in terms 
of warm friendship and admiration, and always 
seemed to be asking, Did you ever know his 
equal? And, indeed, Escher merited his 
praise. 

Without personal fortune, and very often 
obliged by illness not only to suspend his 
courses, but even to make expensive journeys 
to Madeira, Italy, etq., to regain his strength, 
Heer would have been greatly embarrassed 
bat for his friend. Escher possessed a fair 
fortune, especially in the latter part of his life ; 
and, being childless, he constantly sought 6p- 
portunity to assist Heer, and, so far as possi¬ 
ble, without his knowledge. Escher urged his 
gratuities with such delicacy and kindness 
that he seemed to be the one under obligation 
when his dear friend would accept his offer¬ 
ings. Escher recognized the worth of his 
protfg£, appreciated the value of the services 
he was rendering to science, and welcomed 
with a beaming face every fresh memoir from 
Ileer’s pen. 

Heer was a man of very retiring habits, 
being rarely seen in public, even on the street. 
His delicate health forbidding his travelling or 
making personal explorations, he lived in his 
study, Where he received fossils from all parte 
of the world. Here he accumulated specimens 
from the arctic regions, from every country of 
Europe, from Asia, and from America. Here 
in the midst of cabinets, and with books piled 
up pn every side, he passed all his time, yet 
alwfcys receiving' his geological friends with 
manifest pleasure. Many a scientific man came 
here to visit the illustrious paleontologist,— 
Leopold you Buoh, Sir Charles Lyeltf von 
Hauer, Geinitz, Fraas, Ojfrpel, Sisraonda, Ram¬ 
say, Falcoher, Fiotet, Studer, Merian, Agassiz, 
de Zigno, Mojsisovica, GumbeL Schimper, Zit- 
telj Schmidt, At\ich, etc* While he was aseo- 
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dated with Heer in the Polytcchnicum, Jules 
Marcou was a visitor almost daily, and relates 
how, with a pleased and contented smile, Heer 
always greeted him after his fashion, graspiug 
his hand in both of his. Reclining on a sofa 
(for Heer could only work a brief time without 
seeking rest), he would gladly converse for an 
hour or two upon geological topics and the 
numerous problems still requiring solution. 

^Te have said he undertook no explorations; 
yet, in the winter of 1854-5J, he visited Ma¬ 
deira for his health, in company with Ziegler 
and Hartwig. Several memoirs resulted fVom 
that visit; and in 1861, with his friends Escher 
and Merian, he visited Paris, Ixmdon, the Isle 
of Wight, and Holland. An unusual excep¬ 
tion was his accompanying his friend Marcou 
on short journeys to Oeningen, Schambelon, 
Durnsten and Utznach, and Hohc Rhonen,— 
favorable localities for fossil plants and in¬ 
sects. 

Heer worked quite alone, unaided by others; 
and he never worked in collaboration with 
other men, unless we may except the late C. T. 
Gaudin of Lausanne, who translated several 
of his important works, and in one at least, 
that on the climate of the tertiary epoch, may 
be said to have been a collaborator. Ileer so 
called him. Indeed, it is possible, that had 
Gaudin not died in the flower of his age, eigh¬ 
teen years ago, he w'ould have worked still 
Airther in concert with Heer, and given his 
works a wider, circulation. TIeor also found 
an assistant, as excellent as devoted, in his 
daughter, especially during the last twelve 
years of his life, many of which, after the dis¬ 
ease which attacked him in 1872, he passed 
upon his bed. She was ever ready to place 
before him specimens, books, plates, descrip¬ 
tions, manuscripts. Always by his side, all his 
wishes were eared for by her in the most as¬ 
siduous and intelligent manner. 

A man more lovable, more sympathetic, a 
life more laborious and pure, one could scarce¬ 
ly imagine. As a man, he possessed the same 
irresistible attraction to all who came under 
Ms influence as that which characterized the 
late Lady Lyell* 


SCIENCE. 



SCIENCE. 



[You II, t No, S& 


The portrait given here has been photo- 
engraved from a photograph taken in 1864 by 
Beer*s brother, kindly lent for the purpose by 
Professor Jules Marcou. The signature is 
taken from a letter addressed to the writer, 
under date of Aug. 13, 1883. 


A HEARING OF BIRDS' EARS.' — III. 

• 

SxmoN of bone is required for further ex; 
amination of the ear parts. There heing no 
mastoid affair to be considered as such, we 
may proceed directly to the * petrous part of 
the temporal ’ (the periotic or petrosal bone) ; 
the otocrane, or otic capsule, enclosing the 
essential organ of audition just as the eyeball 
does that of vision, or the ethmoid bone that 
of olfaction. None of this bone is ordinarily 
recognizable on the outside of the skull; though 
in the embryo that part which Is in especial 
relation with the posterior semicircular canal 
appears to a slight extent upon the occiput. 
The foundation of the bone is laid very early 
in cartilage ; traces of the cochlea and canals 
being visible in the chick at the fifth day of 
incubation, if not sooner, in the primitive car¬ 
tilaginous basis cremit, — the parachordal plate 
of cartilage on each side of the notochord. 
On longitudinally bisecting the adult skull, or 
Otherwise gaining access to the brain-cavity, 
the whole cerebral surface of the petrosal bone 
is brought into view, as in fig. 4, po, op, ep. 
In a skull of any size, as that of an eagle (from 
which my description will be mainly derived), 
there is no difficulty in making out the parts, 
although the periphery of the petrosal is com¬ 
pletely consolidated with surrounding bones. 
The petrosal or periotic bone consists of three 
distinct bones, which iu some animals may 
remain long or permanently separate, or be 
consolidated with surrounding bones and not 
with one another. To see them it is usually 
necessary to examine a young skull, like that 
figured. These are the pro-ottc, po; the opis- 
thotic, op; the epiotic, ep. In the present case 
of the adult eagle, they are absolutely fused 
with one another, as well as with contiguous 
bones. The consolidated petrosal appears as 
an irregular protuberance upon the inner wall 
of the brain-cavity, much as the human pe¬ 
trous bone protrudes between posterior and 
middle cerebral fossae. It appears to be 
much more extensive than it really is, because 
the superior semicircular canal, too large to 
be accommodated In the petrosal, invades .the 
occipital bone, —the trade of the canal being 
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sculptured in bas-relief,—as afase, fig. 4. 
Behind this semicircular trace, the deep groove 
of a venous sinus (sc) is engraved upon the 
bone, throwing the track of the canal into 
still stronger relief. The top of the petrosal 
and contiguous occipital surface floors a fossa 
which lodges the enormous optic lobes (corpora 
bigemina) of the brain ; in the eagle partly di¬ 
vided from the general cavity for the cerebral 
hemisphere by a bony tentorium, like that which 
in some mammals separates the cerebellar from 
the cerebral fossae. On the vertical fape of the 
petrosal, or on the corresponding occipital sur¬ 
face, is a large smooth-lipped orifice leading to a 
tongue-like excavation %hich lodges the floccu¬ 
lus of the cerebellum, and would therefore seem 
to correspond to that slight chink of the human 
petrous bone, near the meatus intemus, which 
lodges a process of the dura mater . In front, 
between the petrosal and the aliephenoid (or in 
the apposed border of one or the other of these 
bones), is a considerable foramen, — the exit 
of the second and third divisions of the trifacial 
(figs. 1 and 4, the hole marked 5). Below the 
petrosal, between opisthotic and exoccipital, 
near the foramen magnum , is aforamen (which 
may be subdivided into foramina) represent¬ 
ing the human foramen lacerum posterius , for 
transmission of the pneumogastric, etc. (fig. 
4, the hole marked 8 ). Thus, as always, the 
bony auditory capsule lies between the exits 
of the third division of the trifacial and the 
pneumogastric. The general space under de¬ 
scription is continued to the margin of the 
foramen magnum by the exoccipital bone (fig. 
4, eo). Now, on the vertical face of the 
petrosal itself, and in the pro-otic part, far 
behind the foramen marked 5 in fig. 4, con¬ 
siderably above that marked 8, will be seen 
the large smooth-lipped orifice of the meatus 
auditorius intemus , marked 7 in the figure. 
Here enter, as usual, both portio dura and 
portio mollis of the old seventh pair of cranial 
nerves. At the bottom of the meatus are at 
least two openings, small, but separate from 
each other. A bristle passed through the 
upper (anterior) one of these traces the course 
of portio dura (the facial nerve) through the 
fallopian aqueduct (‘nerviduct/ it would be 
better called), and emerges in the tympanic 
cavity near the eustachian orifice. This ori¬ 
fice of exit of the facial is virtually a * stylo¬ 
mastoid 1 foramen^ though within the tympanic; 
for the nerve burrows through no more bone in 
reaching the surface of the skull. A bristle 
passed through the other one of the two forami¬ 
na at the bottom of the meatus praoticidly traces 
the course of the portio moQi s, or auditory nerve, 
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and can also be made to come out into the 
tympamim, either through the vestibular or 
cochlear opening (fenestra ovalis or fenestra 
rotunda ). In the dry skull, either passage is 
easily made without breaking down, and ap¬ 
parently without meeting any bon}* obstacle. 

If, now, the whole periotic mass be cut away 
from the rest of the skull with a fine saw, and 
then divided in any 
direction, the bony 

labyrinth and cssen- / 

tial organ of hearing /*V 

can be studied. It is //'jl 

best to make the 
section in some def- 
inite plane with re- 

g&rd to the axes of ] 

the skull,— the ver- 
tical longitudinal, or 
vertical transverse, or 
horizontal, — as the 7**4^ 

disposition and rela- 
tions of the contained . 

structures are then 
more readily made 
out. Four or five par- 

allel cuts will make as V'H 

many thin flat slices u 
of bone, affording 
eight or ten surfaces 
for examination. The 
whole course of the H 

labyrinthine struc- 

tures can be seen in ^SMBBBKgSMp 

sections, which, put 
together in the mind' s J 

eye, or held in hand a 
little apart, and visibly 
threaded with bristles, “ 

afford the required *** 

picture vew nicelv.' 

At first Sight, the ink, remain* of meckellan ro< 

unpractised eye will 

recognize nothing but the original pt«wi c*miS 
confusion, - a ifewil- 
dering mase of bone. 

AH this cancellated sphenoidal regum; s, optic/ 

ftfcrnM.nr** nr tw*f~wnrlr foramen for division* of the il 

structure or net-worK, ^supeNocdpitai; «»c, 

however, is pneumat- (yeuoas) c*nal;e/>, eplbtic; 

ic; the open-work tis- . 

sue of bon© contain- 

ing air derived from fftfJjtt 1 parvfp 

the- tympanum,' and ‘"'•* ph * DO,d v >d futur ' *" r 

having nothing to do 


-f 

'3 


Fig. 4. —Ripe chick’* skull, longitudinal oeellou, viewed in»id* t 
k 8 diameters. (After t*ari«>r.) in the mandible are soon. — 
ink, remains of raeakellan rod; d. dentary bone; ftp, splenfal; 
a, angular; au, suroitgnlar; <ir, ariroalar; tap.Internal articular 
process; ;**/>, posterior arUaular process: in the skull, — pn, 
the original ptonaoal cartilage, upon Which is moulded the 
premaxillary, px, with Its natal prooeee, npx, and dunUry 
process, dpx; sn, eepto-nasal cartilage, In which is seen nn, 
nasal, nerve; nib, nasal turbinsl; eth, ethmoid; jw, perpendio- 


with the auditory cavities proper. Parts of 
the bony lab^nthwifli soon be recognized by 
their smooth, trails and definite courses, 
as distingui^tiedJVom the irregular interstices 


of bone-tissue. They are, as usual, a central 
vestibular cavity, with its utricular recess; 
three semicircular canals; and the cochlear 
cavity, projecting downward like a beak (see 
figs. 5 and 6, the membranous labyrinth, to 
which the incasing bony cavities closely con¬ 
form) , According as the sections have been 
made, numerous cross-cuts of the canals will 
be seen here and there 
st • as circular orifices; 

/. a the canals themselves 

r §k lying curled like 

-3»* B ^ worms in the petro- 

Mj sal and occipital sub* 

"fyirMI stance, their ends con- 

[ flr j! verging to the central 

1 & vestibular cavity. As 

\ compared with those 

\ ml of man, the parts are 

IIL of great size in a bird: 

"MVYV^ in the eagle, for exAm- 

^ \r\\ pie, the whole affair is 

VK^\ a8 l ar S e as en( ^ 

m \ A of one’s thumb, the 

|g\ IKMiP*** whole length of the 
Ml ey.M| superior canal is an 

MwSr inch or more, and 

wL,|w| its calibre, I should 

— r judge, is absolutely 

BBfec fg, irflnj ^ about as great as in 

HSpLy W ** man. The cochlea, 

though not compara* 
tively diminutive, 
** is in an undeveloped 

|||»|Jyr^ state, as far as com- 

plexitv of structure is 
SP^V^ 0 concerned, — ligulate 

or strap-shaped, a lit* 
s \*®* tie curved on itself, 

'A *7> but making no whorl, 

rifcidinai aactiou, viewed This is substantially 

.) in tho mandible are seen. — . 

; d, dentary bone; ttp, splenlal; as in all SllUfOpsirtfl 
ariwniar; tap, internal articular (birds and reptiles), 

inr prooeu: In the skull, -pn, V wllu , 1 , £ I”' ’ 

ii, upon which is moulded the for the COChleA 006S 

*** <»« into *,>»»* 
d; eta, ethmoid; p* t perpendio- until we reach Mam- 

nter-orbital foramen; ;>*, pre-_, 1 ., r P . 

*am«fn; «*, aliapheuold. who malift. I he tOUgUC 

Ih n.r*»i/, fronts;p,p»ri«a!; jik e affair is simply as 

iroaiAlotreuloreooal;sc,a#lnu* “ . - .. 1 ’I x . 

so, exocotpitai; op, opisthotic; if a part of the first 

tditoriUH interm*, fbr entrance A f nmmTnal’s 

r vm^>. nerru;fco,b»«l-ouclplwl; WhOTl 01 a mammals 

»y which carotid artery enter* cochlea very UlOOm- 

pletely divide into 

endicnlar plate of ethmoid. scald vestibuli and 

scala tympani by car¬ 
tilaginous structures representing a modiolus 
and its lamina, proceeding from the bony bar 
or bridge between fenestra ovalis and fenestra' 
rotunda* These are the external (a) and in-* 


rJ.super-ocolpital; «gc, superior semicircular oaoai; sc, a*inus 
(yeutms) canal; *p, eplAtlc; so, exocolpital; op, oplsthotic; 
po t pro-otic, with 7, msata# auditorium Inttritw, fbr entrance 
of seventh nerve; 8 , foramen for vagus nerve; fro, bssl-occipital; 
bt, haol-tcroporal ; ic, canal by which carotid artery enter* 
brain-cavity; op, bael-pterygoid prooes*; ap to rfrs, rostrum of 
the skull, being the paraaphenold bone underflooring the 
basl-sphenoid and future perpendlcolar plate Of ethmoid. 
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ternal (6) cartilaginous prisms shown in figs. 
8 and 9. The cochlea ends with a saccular 
part, termed the ‘ lagena.’ Details of the soft 
parts — membranous, vascular, and nervous 
—i-will readily be made out from Professor 
Ibsen's beautiful figures, here reproduced (figs. 
5 , 6 , 8 ? 9 ), with ample explanatory text. 

The vestibule hardly requires special de¬ 
scription, after examination qf figs. 5 and 0. 
In the eagle, if its irregularities of contour 
were smoothed out, it would about hold a pen. 
Its utricular recess Q/) is well developed, 

In the language of human anatomy, the 
three semicircular canals are the anterior or 
superior vertical, the posterior or inferior ver¬ 
tical, and the external or horizontal; and the 
planes of their respective loops are approxi¬ 
mately perpendicular to one another in the 


tal one, e, which tilts down backward. The 
verticality of the planes of d and / is preserved. 
The canals in birds might be better known as 
the superior (d) ana inferior (/) vertical, 
and horizontal (e) ; though it is not probable, 
viewing the great variation in the axes of this 
part of the skull, that any terms descriptive 
of direction will apply perfectly to all birds. 
Whatever its inclination backward, there is no 
mistaking d, which is much the longest of the 
three, looping high over the rest, exceeding 
the petrosal, and partly bedded in the occipital, 
with the upper limb bas-relieved upon the inner 
surface of the skull (fig. 4, asc). The one 
marked / loops lowest of all, though little, if 
.any of it, reaches farther back’than d; it is 
the second in size, and quite circular (rather 
more than n semicircle). Its upper limb joins 



Fiob. 6, tt. — Membranous labyrinth of f/ailcutv* alMcilta, x 2. a, ft, cochlea; ft, it* wacouUr extremity for lagetm); «, veatllmle; 

f i, utricle; </, anterior or superior vertical k cm i circular canal; <►, external or horizontal •etniclrcular canal;/, pontodor or 
nferiur vertical *emt circular uamti; ft, ipembrunoue canal leading Into aqueduct of the vestibule; ft, vaacular membrane oovorlng 
the ttcala v* itibvli. Opposite this, at /, are seen the edge* of the cartilaginous prism* in the ftnettra rotunda: from the edges of 
these cartilages proceed# the delicate membrane closing the opening of the cochlea <not shown In the figure). 

Fig. Part of the superior vertical semicircular canal, showing Us ampulla, nerve of ampulla, artery, and connective tissue of the 
perilymph, * 3. o, that part of the vestibule (alveus) next to the ampulla; ft, the dilatation of tbe ampulla at Its vestibular 
opening; <■, where it passes into the canal proper; d, the canal, furnished with connective tissue of the perilymph along Its concave 
border and aides, us appears clearly at the sections e and g t nerve of the ampulla; h, artery of the connective tissue, running 
beneath it, remote from the wall of the duct. 

Fiu. 8. — Cochlea, x a. «, external, ft, Internal, cartilaginous prism; e, membranous zone; ✓/, saocutar extremity of the cochlea, 
or lagena; <t, vaacular membrane; /, auditory nerve, Us middle faaolclo penetrating the Internal oartUagtnopft prism, to reach the 
membranous zone by lu terminal Momenta; p, auditory nerve, iu posterior fascicle running to the most posterior part of 
the lagena; ft, tl I ament to ampulln of posterior or Inferior vertical semi circular canal. 

Fiu, g. — Section of the cochlea, a, vestibular surface of external cartilaginous prism, extending into <f, the lagena; c, section of 
the membranous zone; «, Huschkc’s procesK of the fenestra, which, with the margins of the cartilaginous prisms, tfibrils attach¬ 
ment to the blind sac, /, occluding the fenestra of the cochlea; $r, spongy vascular membrane of tho eaata vtttibuU; ft, auditory 
lamellae of Troviranue; «, canal* In posterior wall of the Isgena, by which the nervous filament# outer Its cavity. 

(From Ibsen's Anatomlske iinder»ii*fol»cr over firots labyrliHh. Kjobcnhavn, 1881, p. 17, p). 1, figs. 18-17.) 


three planes of any cubical figure. In birds, 
these tonus do not apply so well to tbe situa¬ 
tion of the canals with reference to the axes 
of the body, nor to the direction of their loops ; 
neither is their mutual perpendicularity so 
nearly exhibited. The whole set is tiltefl 
over backward to some extent, so that the 
anterior (though still superior) ca-rral. d, in 
figs. 5 and 0, loops back beyond either of the 
others; its anterior limb is also straightened 
out. The posterior (though still inferior) 
canal, /»loops behind and below the horizon* 


the lower limb of d as in man, and the two 
open by one orifice in the vestibule; but, as 
far as the bony tubes are concerned, it is not 
simple union, for the two limbs, before form¬ 
ing a common tube, twine half around each 
other (like two fingers of one hand crossed). 
The loop of / reaches very near the back of 
the skull (outside). The horizontal canal, e,_ 
is the smallest, and, as it were, set within the 
loop of /; its plane, the opposite of that of f* , 
The bony cavities of e and / iutmooramunicath 
where they cross, at or near the point of their ; 
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greatest convexity, farthest away from the 
vestibule. This decussation of e and /, like 
the twining inosculation of / and d, is well 
known. It may not be so generally under¬ 
stood that there is (in the eagle; I do not 
know whether or not in birds generally) a 
third extra-vestibular communication of the 
bony canals. My sections show this perfectly. 
The great loop of d, sweeping past the decus¬ 
sation of e and /, is thrown into a cavity com¬ 
mon to all three. Bristles threaded through 
each of the three canals onn all be seen 
in contact, crossing one another through this 
curious extra-vestibular chamber. 1 call it 
the trivia, or ‘three-way place/ It is just 
where, in fig. fi, the three membranous canals 
decussate,—midway between the letters e,/, 
and c. It does not, of course, follow, that, 
the contained membranous canals intercom¬ 
municate here, and it appears from Ibsen’s 
figures that they do not. The ampullar dilata¬ 
tions of the ends of the canals arc well marked. 
The anatom y of associate soft parts is explained 
to some extent under fig. 7. 

The endolypiph may contain otoliths simi¬ 
lar to those great concretions called ‘ear- 
stones * in fishes: The equilibrating function 
of the labyrinth and its fluid appears to have 
been determined mainly from experiments 
upon birds. The apparatus may be likened to 
the glass tubes filled* with water and a bubble 
of air, by a combination of which a surveyor, 
for example, is enabled to adjust his theodolite 
true ; for a bird somehow knows how the liquid 
stands in these self-registering levelling tubes, 
and adjusts itself accordingly. Observations 
made upon pigeons show, that, u when the 
membranous canals are divided, very remark¬ 
able disturbances of equilibrium ensue, which 
vary in character according to the Beat of the 
lesion. When the horizontal canals are di¬ 
vided, rapid movements of the head lVom side 
to side in a horizontal plaue tako place, along 
with oscillation of the eyeballs, and the animal 
tends to spin round on a vertical axis. When 
the posterior or inferior vertical canals are di¬ 
vided, the head is moved rapidly backwards 
and forwards, and the animal tends to exe¬ 
cute a backward somersault, head over heels. 
When the superior vertical canals are divided, 
the head is moved rapidly forwards and back¬ 
wards, and the animal tends to execute a for¬ 
ward somersault, heels over bead. Combined 
section of the various canals causes the most 
'bizarre contortions of the head and l>ody/* — 
Ferricr, Funct. of the brain , 1876, p. 57.) 
injury of the canals does not cause loss of 
bearing, nor does loss of equilibrium fbllow de¬ 


struction of the cochlea. Two diverse though 
intimately connected functions are thus pre¬ 
sided over by the acoustic nerve, — audition 
and equilibration. 

The wonderful and endlessly varied songs 
of birds may acquire for us a new significance, 
now that we understand the mechanism by 
which these engaging creatures derive pleas¬ 
ure from their own music. Though no two 
things can welh be conceived more different 
than, an anatomical disquisition and a bird¬ 
song, either may he made to subserve the pur¬ 
pose of ft truer appreciation of the other; and 
there mil}' be physiological aspects of even a 
4 Christinas carol/ Elliott Cocks. 

Washington, Ohrl atoms, 3882. 


WHIRLWINDS , CYCLONES , AND TORNA¬ 
DOES A—l. 

Tub general circulation of the winds is at 
times interrupted by local and temporary dis¬ 
turbances of very varied size and strength, to 
which the general name of * storms * is given. 
Their most constant features are, a more or less 
pronounced inward spiral whirling of the air 
near the ground, feeding an up-draught at the 
centre, and an outflow above ; and a progressive 
motion from place to place, along a tolerably 
well-defined track. Clouds, and generally rain 
as well, accompany the larger storms. 

It is our object to explain how these disturb¬ 
ances arise, to examine the causes and methods 
of their peculiar action, and to study their dis¬ 
tribution in time and place. With this end in 
view, the small dust-whirlwinds that commonly 
arise in the hot dry air of deserts will be first 
considered. Next will come the great hurri¬ 
canes and typhoons of the tropical seas, and 
the less violent rotary storms of our own lati¬ 
tudes, all of which may be grouped together as 
cyclones. The tornadoes and water-spouts, 
showing a peculiar concentration of power over 
a very limited area, will be discussed last. 

The dry whirlwinds in flat desert regions 
suddenly interrupt the calmness of the air, 
and begin turning, catching up dust and sand, 
and carrying them upwards through the spiral 
vortex to a height of many hundred feet. They 
are therefore not at all like those whirls formed 
about our street-corners at the meeting of 
opposing currents of blustering wind, or the 
eddies of greater strength seen in windy moun¬ 
tain regions ; fbr they arise in a time of quiet, 
and begin their motion without apparent cause. 
Hence we must, at the outset, inquire into the 

1 Baud on a Berio# of lecture* delivered at the Lowell tnefcL 
tote, Boston, Hi January, IMS. 
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condition of the atmosphere when it lies at rest, 
examining it especially with regard to the kind 
of equilibrium that then exists, and the changes 
necessary to produce a tendency to motion. 

When the air is at rest, it is normally densest 
and warmest next to the earth's surface, and 
becomes thinner and cooler at successive alti¬ 
tudes above it. It is denser below because 
the earth's attraction pulls it down, and com¬ 
presses the lower layers by the weight of the 
upper ones. It is warmer below, mainly be¬ 
cause the air gets nearly all of its heat by 
contact with, or radiation from, the warm earth, 
and not directly from the sun's rays, which pass 
through it with but little obstruction. The 
average rate of upward cooling, determined by 
many observations on mountains and in bal¬ 
loons, is about one degree F. for every three 
hundred feet of ascent. In this restful con¬ 
dition let us take a block of the dry air (the 
effect of the presence of water-vapor will be 
considered with the storms at sea) from the 
earth's surface, where the temperature is, say, 
60° (fig. 1), and lift it up three hundred feet, 
to where the temperature is 
oue degree less, or 59°, The 
block of lower air expands as 
it rises, beoause it is pressed 
on by less atmospheric 
weight, — less, at least, by 
the weight of three hundred 
feet of air; and, in thus ex¬ 
panding, it is cooled mechan¬ 
ically. It has been shown 
that this mechanical cooling 
of an ascending mass of dry 
air amounts to one degree F. in a hundred 
and eighty-three feet of ascent, whatever its 
initial temperature; so that in this special 
case the block is cooled by 1.6°, and its tem¬ 
perature is reduced to 58.4°. Now, let us 
compare it, when thus expanded and cooled, 
with an equal-sized block of air beside it, 
whose temperature is 59°. Evidently, of these 
two blocks of the same volume, and at the same 
pressure, the cooler will be the heavier. The 
block brought up from the surface, and now at 
a temperature of 38.4°, will weigh more than 
the air at 59° beside it, and hence it will tend 
to sink; and it must sink all the way down 
to its original level before it finds any air os 
heavy as itself. In this imaginary experiment 
we have disturbed the arrangement of the nor¬ 
mal, quiet atmosphere; and the disturbed mass 
returns to its original position as soon as freed 
from the constraining force* Such an atmos¬ 
phere is therefore in a condition of stable equi¬ 
librium, like a rod hung by its upper end, which 


is opposed to any change iu its position, and, 
when displaced, tends to return to its original 
attitude. 

Evidently, when a whirlwind springs up in 
the calm air of a desert, as is so often the case, 
the atmosphere cannot possess this normal sta¬ 
bility : for then there would be no temptation to 
any such disturbance ; the air would prefer to 
stand as it is. Before the whirlwind can arise, 
there must have been a change to a condition 
of unstable equilibrium, in which the air, like 
a rod balanced on Us lower end, is ready to 
move on small provocation; and we have now 
to look for the cause of this change. To be 
guided properly in the search, the conditions 
necessary and antecedent to the formation of 
the whirls must be examined. They are, that 
the whirls occur generally in level, barren, 
warm regions, in quiet air, and only in the day¬ 
time after the sun has risen high enough to 
warm the sandy ground, and the air next to it, 
to a rather high temperature. As the first and 
second of these conditions may be present at 
night as well as by day, it must, without doubt, 
be the heat from the sun that disturbs the 
quiet equilibrium into which the air tends to 
settle, and, by warming the lower layers, 
causes a departure from the ordinary stable 
condition of rest. 

Let a case be supposed : the sun has warmed 
the lower air of the first example to a tempera¬ 
ture of 90° (fig. 2), while the air three hundred 
feet above the desert sands 
has, in virtue of its diather- 
mance, risen only to 70°; so 
that there is now a difference 
of twenty degrees between 
these two layers. If we here 
repeat the experiment of car¬ 
rying a block of surface-air 
to a height of three hundred 
feet, it is again mechanically 
cooled l.C°, so that its tem¬ 
perature is reduced to 88.4°; 
and now, comparing it with 
an equal volume of ai^oining air at 70°, the 
latter is evidently the heavier, and therefore 
the block of air brought up from the surface, 
instead of tending to sink, as in the first case, 
tends strongly to rise farther, and continue 
the motion given to it. In other words, the 
air is. now in a condition of unstable equi¬ 
librium: it is ready to upset and re-arrange 
itself. The lower layer may be compared to a 
film of oil balanced beneath a quiet sheet of 
water: a little disturbance would cause the two 
liquids to change places, and Use oil would rise 
through the water, draining itself upwards, 
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In such a condition a a this, the desert-whirls 
may begin. It is clearly not necessary, in 
order to produce this result, that the vertical 
decrease of temperature should be as much as 
twenty degrees In three hundred feet, as in the 
case just assumed. In order to pass from 
the'stable equilibrium, through the indifferent 
to the unstable equilibrium, it is sufficient, in dry 
air, that the vertical decrease should be greater 
than 1 .f>° in three hundred feet, or greater than 
one degree in one hundred and eighty-three feet. 
Moreover, it is important to notice, that, ac¬ 
cording to this theoretical explanation, the 
condition of indifferent equilibrium is passed 
before the surface-air is, as Franklin (1753) 
and Belt (I860) have said, specifically lighter 
than that above it. This would require a tem¬ 
perature difference of at least 5.6° F. in three 
hundred feet. It is sufficient that the surface- 
air shall be potentially lighter, though ab¬ 
solutely (before any motion takes place) 
heavier, than the higher layers, as lleye first 
showed (1864) ; or, in other words, stable 
equilibrium ,is lost, and indifferent equilibrium 
reached, when the surface-air is just enough 
warmer than an}' layer above it to make up for 
the change of temperatures produced in equal¬ 
izing their densities. Any farther excess of 
surface-warmth brings about theoretic unstable 
equilibrium. On the other hand, whirlwinds 
of decided activity will not be formed until the 
difference of temperature is much in excess of 
the narrow limits just given, the strength of the 
up-current increasing with its excess of warmth. 
Motion of the atmosphere caused by small dif¬ 
ferences of temperature would be very gentle, 
and would be perceived only in the 1 boiling 9 
of the air, often seen in summer-time over the 
brow of a hill. 

It must be, then, the sun’s heat, as was sup¬ 
posed, that destroys the normal stable equilibri¬ 
um of our atmosphere ; and to a disturbance of 
this kind we can refer more or less directly all 
storms, and, indeed, all winds that blow about 
the earth. Without the heat that is constantly 
showered dqwn on us, we should soon gravi¬ 
tate Into a lifeless condition of stable equilib¬ 
rium, chemical, organic, and physical, and there 
remain in endless death. But the sun allows 
no such inactivity on its attendant planets: it 
keeps them alive and at work. 

(To ft# eonttnuid,) 


THE FRENCH ECLIPSE EXPEDITION . 

P. J. Janbsick, the leader of the French expedition 
which visited Caroline Island to observe the solar 
eclipse of May 6, has made a report to the French 


academy of sciences, which is published in full in the 
Bulletin hebdomculatrc <ie VAuociation »cientifiqm\ 
no. 181. It contains, first, an interesting account 
of the voyage to Caroline Island, ami a brief descrip¬ 
tion of the island, with the difficulties encountered in 
landing the instruments; then follows a statement of 
the instrumental outfit and the plan of observations. 
The search for intra-mcrcurial planets was assigned 
to Messrs. Pallsa and Trouvelot. The former used an 
equatorial of 0.16 m. aperture, having a short focus 
and large field: thg latter was provided with an equa¬ 
torial of the same size, which had a finder of 0.08 m. 
aperthre, thus giving the observer two telescopes. 
The finder had a field of 4°.5, and was used in exam¬ 
ining the region in the vicinity of the sun, while the 
larger instrument was intended to give the position 
of any strange object that might be noted by means 
of its position-circles. In order to avoid the neces¬ 
sity of reading the circles, an attachment was made 
to both right ascension and declination circles, by 
which fine marks could bo made upon the circles and 
verniers by the observer's assistants, and the corre¬ 
sponding readings determined at leisure. The finder 
was also furnished with a reticule containing cross- 
threads, and a position-circle for use in noting the 
appearance of the corona, to the drawing of which 
Mr. Trouvelot gave a portion of the time of the total 
phase. 

The search for intra-mercurial planets was also con¬ 
ducted by the aid of photographic apparatus, which 
Mr. Janssen thus describes: — 

‘‘At my order, Mr. Gautier had prepared an equa¬ 
torial mounting with an hour-axis two metres long, 
carrying a strong and large platform, upon which were 
fastened the following photographic apparatus: a 
large camera having a lens of eight inches (0.21 tn.), 
made by Darlot, giving a field of 20° to 25° (plate of 
0.40m. by 0.50 m.), and designed for photographing 
the corona and the region about the sun with refer¬ 
ence to the stars there found; a second camera, with 
a Darlot lens of six inches (0.16 m.), giving a field of 
26° to 35° (plate of 0.30 m. by 0.40 m.), for the same 
purpose; and a very fine apparatus by Stomheii, for 
studying the corona, A second mounting carried 
several cameras with lenses of four inches (0.10 m.), 
giving a great amount, of light, and designed to deter¬ 
mine by very sensitive plates what are the limits of 
the corona, — an apparatus of great*light-power, the 
exposure lasting during the whole of totality,” 

For spectrum analysis the following apparatus was 
employed: “ a [reflecting] telescope of 0,50m. aper¬ 
ture, having a very short focus (1.00 rn.), and supplied 
with a direct-vision spectroscope of ten prisms; the 
slit of the spectroscope could be placed at different 
position-angles, and rapidly openod or closed, at the 
pleasure of the observer, An excellent finder, sup¬ 
plied With a litioule, was placed near the spectroscope, 
and distant from it by such an amount, that, when 
one eye had fixed upon some point of the corona in 
the finder) the other could obtain the spectroscopic 
analysis of this point.” There was also attached to 
this telescope a hiquarU polariscope by Prazmowski, 
and a spectroscope for showing Respighi's rings. A 
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spare mirror of 0.40 m. diameter was carried as a 
reserve, but was not brought into use, as, by great 
care, the firatwas kept uninjured, in spite of the fre¬ 
quent rains and the moisture of the climate. 

Mr. Janssen gives the following condensed report 
of his own observations, drawn tip immediately after 
the observations, in accordance with the plan by 
which ail the observers of the party were governed : — 

u My observations were of two classes, — optical 
and photographic. The optical observations were 
principally designed to determine whether the coronal 
spectrum consists of a continuous spectrum a 
background with bright lines, or if the Fraunhofer 
lines exist there generally (an investigation made 
especially with regard to the question of extra-solar 
cosmic substances). Jn 1871 1 had announced, that, 
besides the hydrogen Hues, I had established in the 
spectrum of thp corona the presence of the D line 
and of several others. 

“ In the present eclipse I proposed especially to 
solve this question. By means of the optical arrange¬ 
ments above described, 1 have been able to determine 
that the basis of the corona! spectrum is composed 
of the complete Fraunhofer spectrum. The prin¬ 
cipal lines of the solar spectrum, especially l) t 6, JS t 
etc., were detected so surely that there can be no 
possible doubt of this fact. I recognized, perhaps, a 
hundred lines. 

“ I recognized this composition of the spectrum, 
particularly in the lower or most brilliant portions of 
the corona, but not to an equal degree at the same 
distance from the moon’s limb. The details of this 
will be given and discussed at a future time. 

“ I studied also the rings of Respighi. The rings 
did not appear uniform about the moon’s limb, but 
presented peculiarities of structure which will be 
especially discussed in their relation to the question 
of the Fraunhofer lines. 

11 I studied also polarization, but devoted to it only 
a few moments, using the excellent biquartz polar!- 
scope of Prazmowski. The polarization was very 
well defin^ and possessed characteristics already 
recognized.^ > 

‘‘Before tb© observations, I made a preliminary 
examination' <jf the corona with the naked eye, and 
with an excellent telescope by Prazmowski. This 
examination was for the purpose of guiding me in the 
subsequent observations. 

“ All these studies — study of the shape, spectrum 
analysis, Respighi’s rings, polarization — were com¬ 
bined with the view of solving the question of extra¬ 
solar cosmic substances. We think that the discovery 
of the complete Fraunhofer spectrum in that of the 
corona considerably advances this question. 

“ Photography. — Two great instruments, contain¬ 
ing eight cameras, had been prepared for studying the 
question of intra-mercurial planets, and*that of the 
shape and extension of the corona. With regard to 
heavenly bodies in the vicinity of the sun, these pho¬ 
tographs will require a minute examination; but, 
with respect to the oorona, it can be said that the great 
power of several of the lenses used {that of eight 
inches (O&lrn.) and that of six inches (O.lOm.j], and 


also the length of exposure, permitted us to prove that 
the corona has an extension very much greater than 
that shown by optical examination, either with the 
naked eye or in my telescope. 

“Several of our large photographs of the corona 
have groat distinctness. They show important details 
of structure which ought to be discussed. The shape 
of the corona was absolutely fixed during the whole 
duration of totality.” 

The reports of Messrs. Taechini, Falisa, and Trou- 
velot arc not given, but arc alluded to iu the discus¬ 
sion of the results of the observations, which next 
follows, Mr. Janssen regards i#quite improbable that 
any intra-mercurial planets exist, on account of the 
negative testimony given by Mr. PalNa, combined 
with that, of Professor Holden of the American party. 
Mr. Trouvelot’s conclusion is less decisive, but the 
observer wished to re-examine the region of the sky 
before coming to a final conclusion, 1 The author 
adds, “ When we consider that the bodies discovered 
by Professor Watson In 1878 can be identified, within 
the limits of error to which the method employed by 
that astronomer is liable, with two stars in Cancer, 2 
wo arrive at the conclusion that it is to-day extremely 
improbable that there exists one or more planetary 
bodies of any importance between Mercury and (he 
sun. Our photographs, although not yet completely 
examined, seem to lead to the same conclusion.” 

The duration of totality was found by Mr, Trouve- 
lot to be f>m 24". 1, by Mr. Taechini to he frn 2,>. 

On the subject of the corona, Mr. Janssen thus 
writes: — 

“ The corona. — Mr. TacehinPs report shows that 
this skilful astronomer made remarkable observa¬ 
tions at Caroline Island, especially with regard to the 
analogy between the composition of the spectrum 
of certain parts of the corona and the spectrum of 
comets. It was part of my plan to examine this 
correspondence, as is shown by a note drawn up by 
me long before the eclipse, and which 1 read to my 
colleagues when wo compared our respective reports. 
It is a matter which ought to be verified with the 
greatest care in future eclipses. However, I leave to 
Mr, Taechini the task of developing his observations, 

“ It will be seen from my report, that the principal 
object of my observations was to decide one point of 
the composition of the spectrum of the corona which 

1 "Mr, Trouvdot observed, near the cl oho uf totality, a alar 
which he describes as 'bright, and of a pronounced rod color; * 
but, by some misunderstanding, ha position wadwtot recorded by 
the special attachments to the circles above described, Its posh 
Hop, therefore, cannot ho determined, nor the question of Its iden¬ 
tities! lu» be positively settled. 'The observer announces ( ihmpU* 
rmdun, Hcpt, 17) that ho has re-examined the region, and llnds 
no star of the corresponding magnitude and color in the vicinity 
of the approximate position which he was able to assign tq it. 
** Although,” he adds, “ the absence of a rod star as bright as 
that which 7 observed in the eclipse seems quite naturally to lead 
to the conclusion that the body in question is po other than an 
Intra-moi curlfU planet, yet as the most necessary elements, such 
as the position fend n disk or a sensible phase, are wanting in 
my observation, f think I ought to suspend, for the present, my 
conclusions upon the probable nature of the body.” 

* First pointed out by Dr. C. H. F. Peters {A*tr9n. nachr,, 
nos. 2253 and 22M). 
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has always seemed to me very important; viz., wheth¬ 
er the light of the corona contains an important 
proportion of solar light. The result surpassed my 
expectation in this matter. The Fraunhofer spec¬ 
trum, so complete as I witnessed it at Caroline Island, 
proves, that, without denying that a certain part is 
due to diffraction, there exists in the corona, and 
especially in certain parts of the corona, an enormous 
quantity of reflected light; and as we know, besides, 
that the coronal atmosphere is very thin, it must be 
that in these regions cosmic matter exists in the con¬ 
dition of solid corpuscles, in order to explain this 
abundance of reflected solar light. 

“ The more we advanee, the more we perceive the 
complex nature of the regions in the immediate vicin¬ 
ity of the sun; and It is only by persistent and very 
varied observations, and an exhaustive discussion of 
these observations, that we can arrive at an exact 
knowledge of these regions. The groat eclipse of 
hSHfi has allowed us to take a step forward, 

“ Photography of the corona .—The result of the 
studies of the photographs will be given later; for 
they require a thorough examination, since they 
record many most, interesting phenomena. I will 
simply say at present, that these photographs show a 
corona more extended than that given by telescopic 
examination, and that the phenomenon appeared well 
defined and steady during the duration of totality. 

<( Luminous intensity of the corona. — I had pre¬ 
pared a photometric measure, by photography, of the 
luminous intensity of the corona. This experiment 
showed that at Caroline Island the illumination given 
by the corona was greater than that of the full moon. 
The exact numbers will be given later. It should he 
noted, that this is the first time that an exact measure 
of the luminous intensity of this phenomenon has 
been made.” 

The remainder of the report gives an accountof the 
return journey of the members of the expedition. 
They visited the volcano of Kllauea on the island of 
Hawaii, and passed a night in the crater on the edge of 
the lava lake. Mr. Janssen made some experiments, 
which, he states, show some curious coincidences 
between these volcanic phenomena and those of the 
solar surface. I was able, also, to obtain the spectrum 
of the flames which issue from the lava, and to estab¬ 
lish In them the presence of sodium, hydrogen, and 
the carburetted compounds.” W, U. 

• - : --— 

THE HIMALAYAS .» 

My predecessor, Sir Richard Temple, sel&ted for 
the subject of his address to this section last year, 

* The central plateau of Asia/ Following him in a 
measure over some of the same ground, I have 
selected the mountain region south of the Central 
Aslan highlands, viz,, the Himalayas, and more par¬ 
ticularly the western portion of that range, as the 
subject of this paper. X propose considering this 

1 Abstract of an address by UeuL.OoI. H. Hi Godwin-Axjs- 
*Mt» F.E.8., F.G.8., F.R.G.8., efco., president of the aeotton of 
geography of the British association. 


mountain chain with reference to Its physical fea¬ 
tures, past! and present, and consequently with refer¬ 
ence do Its geological history, so far as that relates 
to later tertiary times; i.e,, the period immediately 
preceding the present distribution of sous, land, rivers, 
and lakes. It is not, however, iny intention to enter 
very deeply into the purely geological branch of the 
subject. 

The Himalayas, the highest mountains in the 
world, comprise, strictly speaking, only Urn snowy 
range seen from the plains of India, bordering upon 
the epurse of the Ganges; but we might, I think, use 
the term in an extended sense, so as to include that 
which we may call the north-western Himalaya, 
north of the Punjab, and'also the eastern Himalaya, 
bordering on Assam. The orography of this moun¬ 
tain mass lias been recently ably handled by Messrs. 
Medlicott and Blauford ; l and I follow them in all 
their main divisions and nomenclature, which are 
based upon a thorough understanding of the rocks of 
the country. Some line must be selected where the 
term * Himalaya * must cease f to be used, and this can¬ 
not he better defined than by the valley of the Indus 
from Attoek to Bunjl. On this line we find the great 
bending-round of all the ranges. To the mountains 
north of the Indus, on its east and west course, the 
name ‘ Himalaya ’ should certainly never be applied. 
For this north-west, trans-Indus part of the Asian 
chain we have the well-known name ‘ Mustugh/ so 
far as the head of the Gilgit valley; the ‘Hindu 
Kush ’ being an excellent term now' in common use 
for Its extension to the Afghan country. 

The observations made by many of the assistants 
of the Indian geological survey, more especially by 
Stoliezka, and more recently by Lydckker, in the 
Himalayas, combined with those made by myself in 
the same rogion, have, w'hen considered in conjunc¬ 
tion with the ascertained strike of the granitoid or 
gnelssic rocks, led me to separate the great Central 
Asian chain into the following five principal divisions, 
with some minor subdivisions: — 


1. The main or Central 

'Aslan axis, Kucnlun. 

2. Trans-Himalaya. 

3. Himalaya. 


4. Outer,or lower Him¬ 

alaya. 

5. Sub-Himalaya. 


In our present Ignorance as to the composition of 
the chain eastward from the Sutlej, we cannot at¬ 
tempt to lay down there any axis-lines of original 
elevation; but the separation of the line of highest 
peaks Into one range, anrL the water-parting into 
another, is an acceptable solution of the physical fea¬ 
tures, as at present known, of this part of the chain. 
I think, however, that when this ground is examined, 
it will resolve itself into a scries of .parallel ridges, 
more or less close, and oblique to the line of greatest 
altitude as defined by the line of high peaks, crossing 
diagonally even the main drainage-line of the Sanspu; 
just as we see the Ladak axis crossing the Indus wear 
Hahld, or The Fir Fanjal that of the Jhelum. Sir 
Henry Strachey’s conception of the general structure 
was the soundest end most scientific first propounded. 

3 A manual of th« geology of India, 1879, p. 9. 
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He cod side red it to be made up of a series of parallel 
ranges running in an oblique line to the general direc¬ 
tion of tin; whole mass, the great peaks being on ter¬ 
minal butt-ends of the .successive parallel ranges; the 
watershed following the lowest parts of the ridges, 
and the drainage crossing the highest, in deep gorges 
directly transverse to the main lines of elevation. 

We can, in a measure, exemplify the structure of 
the Himalaya by that of the bones of the right hand, 
with fingers much elongated and stretched w ide apart, 
of which the wrist and back may represent the broader 
belt of granitic rocks of the eastern area; the thumb 
mid lingers, the more or less continuous ridges of 
Ihe north-west, some less prolonged than others to the 
north-west, such as the Chor axis, which may be rep¬ 
resented by the thumb, terminating oil the southern 
margin near the Sutlej. The left hand placed oppo¬ 
site will represent the same features to the west of 
the Indus. We will even carry this simile farther, 
and, as a rough illustration, suppose the Intervals or 
long basins between the lingers to be filled with sedi¬ 
mentary deposits, and the fingers then to be brought 
cinsor together, producing a crushing and crumpling 
of the strata. At the same time, an elevation or 
depression, first of one or more of the fingers, then of 
another or of the whole hand, has taken place, and 
you ur<* presented with very much what has gone on, 
upon a grand scale, over this vast area. As these 
changes of level have not taken place along the 
whole range from east to w'esf. in an equal extent, 
but upon cortain transverse or diagonal lines, undu¬ 
lations more or less great have been the result; and 
some formations have attained a higher position in 
some places than in others, producing, very early in 
tlm history of these mountains, a transverse system 
of drainage-lines, leading through the long axial 
ridges. 

1’he last efforts of these rising, sinking, and lateral 
crushing, and, as I believe, very slowly acting forces, 
are* to be seen at the southern face of these moun¬ 
tains, in the tertiary strata that make up the sub- 
Ifimalayan axis (Slvalik), — a topographical feature 
which is most striking by reason of lts persistence 
and uniformity for some 1,000 miles. From Assam 
on the east, to the Punjab on the west, bending round 
and extending to Scinde, this fringing line of parallel 
ridges is found at the base of the Himalayas, some¬ 
times higher, sometimes wider, often forming ellipti¬ 
cal valleys. Only in one part of the belt, east of the 
Tceata, are they absent altogether for a distance of 
fifty miles. These formations are of vast thickness, 
and, in the Punjab, cover an area of 18,000 square 
miles. The whole of this material has been derived 
from the adjacent Himalayas, and has travelled down 
valleys that have been excavated in pre-tertlary times. 
This points to a slow subsidence of the whole south¬ 
ern side of the mountain mass, deposition generally 
keeping pace with it, broken off by recurring long 
intervals of re-elevation. 

The next most interesting feature connected with 
the former distribution of land and sea Is that these 
*ub-HimaIayan formations arc fresh-water, or tor- 
n utial, showing that since mimraulHic or eocene 


times the sea has never washed the base of the Him¬ 
alayas. In fact, there is no evidence of this from the 
gorge where the Ganges leaves the mountains up to 
the base of the Gavo Hills. I believe that from As¬ 
sam toSelnde there once existed a great rivor, receiv¬ 
ing its tributaries from the Himalayas, partly a land 
of lakes and marshes, the home of that wonderful 
mammalian and reptilian fauna which Cautley and 
Falconer were the first to bring to light. The south¬ 
ern boundary of this long alluvial plain was formed 
by the present peninsula of India, and probably of 
the extension of the Garo and Khasl Hills westward 
to the Knjjiiaba) Hills. Depression 1ms been Consid¬ 
erable in tlie neighborhood of Calcutta, nearly five * 
hundred feet. At three hundred and eighty feet,'beds 
of peat W'ere passed through in boring; and the lowest 
beds contained fresh-water shells. The beds, also, 
were of such a gravelly nature as to indicate the 
neighborhood of bills, now buried beneath the Obli¬ 
ge s alluvium. This is precisely the appearance of the 
country above Calcutta, on approaching the present 
valley of the Brahmaputra. The western termination 
of the Garo Hills sinks into these biter alluvial depos¬ 
its; and along the southern face of the range, up to 
Sylhet, the waters of the marshes during the rainy 
season wash the nummulitic rocks like an Inland sea, 
and point to the very recent depression of all this area. 
The isolated granite hilltops jutting up out of the 
marshy country from Dhoobri to GtValparaf amt on to 
Tezpur, all testify to the same continuous depression 
here. It Is exactly north of this that we find the Si- 
valik formations, absent at the base of the Himalayas. 

This gradual depression of the delta of the Gan¬ 
ges, the relative higher level of the water parting and 
shifting of the Punjab rivers westward, appear to be 
only the last phase of that poat-plloceiie disturbance 
which broke up the Assam sub-Hlmalayan lacustrine 
system draining into the Arabian Sea. Zoological 
evidence, which I cannot here find space to quote, is 
also in favor of this former connection of the now 
separated waters of the Ganges and Indus basins, and 
the hill-tracts of the Garo and Khasi Hills with penin¬ 
sular India, 

Within the mountains in the old rock basins — 
and these are analogous to the valleys of the Alps 
— are pliocene and post-pliocene beds of great thick¬ 
ness, but of frefch-water origin; the remnants of 
which are to he seen in Kashmir and Scardo at in¬ 
tervals, along the valley of the Indus, and that large, 
now elevated, accumulation at the he*# of the Sutlej 
Biver In Hundes,—all In the more sheltered porr 
tions of the valley basins, untouched by the denuding 
action during the glacial period. The extent and 
displacement of the upper pliocene beds in north 
Italy and here are very similar. Often abutting hori¬ 
zontally against the mountains, they are In other 
places found tilted at considerable angles on the 
margin of their original extension. When vfe ex¬ 
amine their contents, we find that the fauna of that 
time, in Asia aa well as Europe, was more African 
in character, and included the hippopotamus, croc¬ 
odiles, and tortoises ; of which, the common croeo* 
dlle, the gavial or long-snouted species, and an Emys, 
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have survived the many geological changes, and 
still inhabit the rivers and low grounds of India 
to-day. The fresh-water shells are the same now 
as then. Many species of antelope lived in the 
neighboring plains and^uplands, The elephaut was 
there in the zenith of its existence, for no less than 
thirteen species have been found fossil in northern 
India. 

If we now turn to Europe to compare formations 
of similar age, Lombardy and the valley of the Po, 
with the southern side of the Alps, present to us 
somewhat similar physical features, A large area 
of about the size of the north-west Punjab, onee a 
part of the miocene sea, is occupied by a remnant of 
rocks of that age, considerably elevated and tilted, 
but not to such an extent as those of the Himalayas. 
Near Turin these dip towards the mountains; and a 
very short examination shows the undoubted glacial 
character of some of the beds; and, as the whole 
formation is marine, their large sharply angular 
material, much of which is jurassic limestone, was 
probably transported from the adjacent mountains 
by the agency of ice in a narrow sea. 1 After the 
great crushing and alteration of the previous out¬ 
lines of the whole country, another sea filled the 
basin of the Po, and pliocene deposits were laid down 
in a sinking area extending to the base of the moun¬ 
tains all round the new bay or gulf. Re-elevation 
again set in, and with It, or soon after it, the advent 
of another and the last glacial period. 

Before the last great elevation of the alpine chain, 
the whole line of seacoast, therefore, ran even high 
up the long deep valleys of Maggiore, Como, Garda, 
etc. Then came the gradual but uneven elevation 
of the whole area, including the miocene hills south 
of the I*o; and lacustrine and estuary conditions 
prevailed over much of the plain country. The 
lapse of time was probably enormous; and, os the land 
rose and the sea retired, the climate gradually became 
■cooler, and ushered in the glacial period. With the 
change and the increased volume of the mountain 
torrents, the destruction of the upraised marine plio¬ 
cene beds commenced, and finally culminated in the 
extreme extension of the glaciers, even into the plains. 
The denudation of this formation has been enormous 
along the base of the Alps, and only mere remnants 
are to be found. Their preservation is due to their 
being in position where the great denuding force, 
the ice, has been unable to touch them: in other in¬ 
stances the e0rly deposition of moraine matter upon 
them has acted liked a shield, and prevented their 
entire destruction. 

The scattered remnants of the pliocene formation 
south of the Alps show well how soon a great for¬ 
mation may be completely destroyed by denuding 
forces. 

1 No trace has been observed of this glacial period In the 
miocene 6f India. The most lofty portions of the chain had not 
then attained a greater elevation, probably, than 14,000 to 18,000 
lest, and the outer axis-lines far less. However, In the tertiary 
hods (middle eocene?) of tbo Indus valley, below Loh, such 
conditions am Indicated by Lydekker (Memoir* of geological 
tamp of Mia, v of. anil, p.104, which I have received, since this 
.address was sent to proas). 


It is an established fact, that the great valleys of 
the Alps and Himalaya existed much in their present 
form during miocene times ; and they may owe 
their excavation partly to the glacial action of that 
period, when these mountain slopes rose from the 
plain or margin of the ancient sea, far in front of the 
present line of slope, and were far higher than now. 

It is not improbable, that, during the earlier exten¬ 
sion of the glaciers into the Maggiore basin, the sea 
still had access to it. This Would have greatly aided 
in the removal of Jhe marine deposits, and then the 
deeper erosion of Its bed near the Borromean Islands, 
so well put forward by Sir Andrew Ramsay. When 
we see the gigantic scouring which glaciers have 
effected in the hardest rocks on the sides and bottoms 
of valleys, when we know for certain the enormous 
thickness they reached in the Alps, I do not doubt 
for a moment their capability of deepening a rock 
basin very considerably, or their power to move for¬ 
ward over and against slopes so low as 2° to 3 0 . 1 

Passing from the glacial action displayed in the 
outer Alps to that In the Himalaya, we find ample 
evidence of a period of great extension of such 
conditions, first in the erratics of the Attock plain 
and the Potwar, lying fifty to sixty miles from the 
gorge of the Indus at Tnrbela. We have again the 
fact that in Baltlatan, in tbo Indus valley, glaciers 
have twice descended far beyond their present limits, 
first down to Scardo itself, and then to some thirty 
miles below their present iimiU; while the glaciers 
of Nanga Purbet, towering above the Indus Some 
22,000 feet, must have descended into the bod of that 
river. 

In fact, examples of the former extension of glaciers 
arc wide-spread along the chain of the Himalayas 
from west to east. True moraines and moraine- 
mounds, at 10,000 feet on the north side of the 
Baralasa Pass, attest the presence of glaciers on the 
elevated plain of Rukshu, where now the snow-line 
is over 20,000 feet. Drew gives much valuable in¬ 
formation regarding the it former size. On the east, 
in Sikkim, Sir Joseph Hookerhasdcscribcd moraines 
of great height {700 feet) and extent. Still farther 
south and east, In the Naga Hills, a short period of 
greater cold is indicated by the moraine detritus 
under the loftiest portion of the Burrail range, in 
latitude 25° 30'. 

Whatever may have been the length of the glacial 
period in the Alps, — and It was very considerable,— 
in the Himalayas it cannot have been so long and 
so general, although to a certain extent contem¬ 
poraneous. 

In the Alps, glaciation meets the eye on every side; 
and the mountains, up to a distinct level, owe their 
form and outline to lis great and universal extension. 
In the Himalayas it is difficult to trace polished sur¬ 
faces or striae markings, even in the neighborhood 
of the largest glaciers that are now advancing in 

1 Thera appears to be too great »ti advocacy, on tbo one hand, 
of leo.aotton having done all the work of denudation; while, on 
the other, some writers consider thU to have been extremely 
limited. It ta the comb I nation of the two foroea, l think, that 
effect# «o much, and In so different a manner and degree. 
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full activity. Although of such great length, these 
Himalayan glaciers could never have reached the 
enormous thickness which the earlier alpine glaciers 
attained. 

Two periods of glacial extension are clearly de¬ 
fined, separated by a milder interval of climate. 
During the earlier glacial period the Indus valley was 
filled with those extensive lacustrine and fhiviatlle 
deposits, mixed with large angular dtibris, such as we 
see at Scardo, which may bo coeval with the extreme 
extension of the alpine erratics, so far as the iniocene 
hills south of Turin. 

The second period followed after a long interval of 
denudation of the same beds, and would correspond 
with tlie last extension of the great moraines of 
Ivrp, Maggiore, Como, etc., followed by a final re¬ 
treat to nearly present smaller dimensions. Nowhere 
on the south of the Himalaya do we find valleys 
presenting any features similar to those of the 
southern Alps, particularly on tho Italian lakes, 
which are, I believe, the result, in the first place, of 
marine denudation, succeeded by that of depression, 
and finally powerful ice-action. 

This attempt to bring before you some of the great 
changes In the geography of Europe and Asia must 
now be brought to an end. I am only sorry it is not 
in more able hands than mine to treat It in the 
manner it deserves, and in better and more eloquent 
language; but it is a talent given to but few men 
(sometimes to a Lycll or a Darwin) to explain clearly 
and in an interesting form the great and gradual 
changes the .surface of tho earth has passed through. 
The study of those changes must create in our minds 
humble admiration of the great Creator’s sublime 
work, and it is in such a spirit that I now submit for 
your consideration the subject of this address. 

FRENCH GEOGRAPHICAL EXPLORA¬ 
TIONS, 1 

Sinck the last re union of our societies, we have 
seen the complete success of the French expedition 
to observe the transit of Venus. This phenomenon, 
important for astronomy, which requires a unity of 
measurement of the celestial spaces, should also be 
of interest to geography, for the unity sought is the 
correct distance of the sun from tho earth. We 
already know the distance of the moon from the 
earth, about ninety-six thousand leagues, of which I 
can easily form an idea, as it is the distance I have 
traversed by land and sea since 1854, the time that I 
commenced my isthmus travels. H The French expe¬ 
dition sent to foreign parts to observe the transit of 
Venus has obtained a great and well-earned success, 
of which they are justly entitled to be proud,” So 
says one of the most eminent French stteanfs, Mr. 
Dumas, who has largely contributed to that success, 

It now remains, and it Is not the least difficult part 
of the task, to compare the results obtained, in order 
to submit to a delicate analysis the infinitesimal 
differences, which correspond to errors of hundreds 
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of kilometres, in the distance sought, flacante have, 
it Is true, more than a century to make use of the 
observations of 1882; for the phenomenon will not- 
take place again till the year 2004. 

At the extreme east of Europe we find in process- 
of execution a work whereby modem science shall 
again assert hor superiority by a success which the 
ancients gave up. Through the initiative of Gen. 
Tiirr, the Isthmus of Corinth is at this moment being 
cut, which will shorten by about two hundred and 
fifty kilometres, on an average, the voyage between 
the eastern and western parts of the north of the 
Mediterranean. In the course of the present year, 
the two plains at the side of the Gulf of Aegina and 
the Bay of Corinth will be cut away, and workmen 
will attack the solid mass of forty-seven metres, 
which it is desired to cut away to eight metres below 
the level of the sea. It is, fa minfmo, the cut of the 
Isthmus of Panama, the length of which Is seventy^ 
three kilometres instead of six kilometres; that Is, 
double the distance between the garden of the Turne¬ 
ries and the Arc de Triomphe in the Etoile at Paris. 

Some distance north of Corinth, there is unfolding 
another episode of the struggle between these two 
rival powers, the earth and man. There the work 
has begun which will transform a marshy lake into 
fertile plains. In a few years, broad Lake Copais will 
suffer the fate of Lake Fuel no, Lake Fessara, Lake 
de Harlem, and the marsh of Pinsk. 

There is still a fourth isthmus to cut. The king of 
Siam has authorized a survey for a maritime canal on 
his territory, between tho Indian Ocean and the seas 
of China and Cochin China. The object is to escape 
the dangerous Strait of Malacca, and gain six hundred, 
leagues from Europe to the extreme east. 

In Arabia, Mr. Charles Huber, who two years ago 
successfully accomplished a mission for the minister 
of public instruction, has resumed the journey he 
made so fortunately; but he wishes to proceed farther 
than at that dime he was able. At present he is at 
Palmyra, copying rare inscriptions; and, this com¬ 
pleted, he will set out for Hall, for the Nedjed, and 
perhaps farther if circumstances favor his energy and 
firm will. The Arabian peninsula is one of the fields 
of study where French science has a long standing 
and very honorable record. We can but hope that Mr* 
Huber may show himself worthy of his predecessors. 

In the extreme east, Cochin China and Touquir* 
have been most recently explored by the French, and 
I should like to recount the discoveries of Dr, N4is 
and Lieut. Saptans at the sources of the Donna'i. The 
former Is at present en route for the region which he 
has already visited. Ethnography and anthropology, 
which are his special objects of study, will no doubt 
acquire new information, full and exact, from Dr. 
Ndis J s present journey. The study of the ancient 
civilizations and of epigraphy engages the attention 
of Capt, Aymonier, who has just finished a fruitful 
exploration at Cambodia. The parcels recently sent 
to the museum of the Trocadero testify to the im¬ 
portance of the results gathered by Mr. Aymonier, 
who is one of the most distinguished, perhaps the 
most distinguished, representatives of Indo-Chinese 
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students* Tonquln is knowp to us only by its delta, 
which has been au object for fine work by French 
hydrographic engineers. Beyond, to the right and 
left of the Ked River, surveyed first by Hr. I)upuis, 
and afterward by Mr. de Kergaradec, wo know noth¬ 
ing, or almost nothing, with certainty. Last year, 
in tho face of dangers to which his companion Mr. 
Courtin succumbed, Mr. Villeroy-d'Augis made an 
examination which has given us tho first rough 
sketch of the course of the Black River, The mineral 
resources of Tonquin, on the coast at least, have 
been ascertained by Mr. Fuchs in a rocent voyage; 
and this distinguished engineer seized the opportu¬ 
nity to gather the first materials of the geological 
constitution of that part of Anarn, as well as the 
rest of Indo-China. The events which are taking 
place at Ton quin we cannot examine; but they will 
lead, doubtless, to a state of things which will render 
journeyB practicable. Mr. Hanuand, who was con¬ 
spicuous at the beginning of his career for his impor¬ 
tant-explorations, will doubtless lend his co-operation 
to the French explorers who are about to set out for 
these parts of Asia. , 

If we turn our eyes toward Africa, we see several 
Frenchmen engaged in the contest which will defi¬ 
nitely free this continent to science in opening It to 
civilization. For all Algeria the time of exploration, 
properly so called, is past. The country surveyed by 
geodesians is open to military topographers, who will 
give ua a representation of it as beautiful and as cor¬ 
rect as the map of France. At the instigation of 
our colleague, Col. Perrier, chief of the geographical 
service of tho army, the surveys are being followed 
pp, and the publication of the work will soon begin, 
to be continued without interruption. 

For the extreme south of Orange, geography had 
only a series of isolated guide-books, with a few de¬ 
scriptions carefully made, but limited. Wars have 
drawn to this territory a troop of surveyors,, whose 
campaigns have resulted in a survey, based on a tri- 
angulation, of all the country between Mecheria, the 
terminus of the Orange railroad, and the great oasis 
of Figuig, I certainly do not err in asserting, that the 
officers who have accomplished this difficult and dan¬ 
gerous work, Capt. de Castries and Lieut*, Brosselad 
and Delcroix, deserve well of geography. 

In France the events in Tunis have been watched 
with much interest. Geography will gather the first 
fruits from these events. Here, again, we were re¬ 
duced to Information confined to the surroundings of 
Tunis, and certain points of the regency, and very 
estimable Itineraries, but whose loose threads circum¬ 
scribe vast regions left blank on the charts or timo¬ 
rously sketched. Following our exploring column, 
skilful surveyors have continued to fill up these gaps. 
Their records have been completed, and arranged 
methodically by officers attached to the geographical 
service of the army. If I am correctly Informed, this 
service now possesses the materials for a large map, on 
which Tunis will appear in a decidedly new light, 
With the arrangement of its valleys, the character and 
projection of its prominence, and the precise position 
bf its centres of population. 


The minister of public instruction, on his part, has 
organized an expedition for the scientific exploration 
of Tunis, Already, from an archeological stand¬ 
point, important discoveries have been made on this 
ground, where exist the relics of several great civiliza¬ 
tions. The learned work of Mr. Charles Tissot, the 
correspondent of the institute, formerly ambassador 
to London, will be, as far as concerns the Roman 
epoch, a fine and substantial Introduction to the in¬ 
vestigations undertaken. Our protectorate will re¬ 
vive the Tunis of tho past, while it creates a Tunis 
of the future. Hire is tho opportunity to mention 
the jftheme In regard to the interior African sea, ren¬ 
dered practicable by the perseverance, disinterest¬ 
edness, and knowledge of Commander Koudairc. 
Other surveys, executed during this campaign by the 
engineers whom Capt. Henry leads, fill up the gaps in 
the previous works, complete the Information regard¬ 
ing the banks of the Senegal or its tributaries, and 
prepare tho route towards Bammakoo for the next 
expedition. This time a larger party must be sent 
out than on preceding expeditions, and they ought 
to advance farther. After having, while the road 
was making, removed, without striking a blow, tho 
chief of Moorgoola, who was hostile to us, and after 
taking by assault the village of Daha, where advance 
was opposed, the column finally arrived at Bamma¬ 
koo, Feb. 1; and, on the 7th, Co). Burgn is-Dosbordes 
laid the first stone of the fort.. From this first jour¬ 
ney, under the direction of Capt. Bonnier, the sur¬ 
veyors, who included some experienced officers (Capt. 
Valllfcre, for instance), have brought back very com¬ 
plete results, extending over the ground between Kita 
and Bammakoo, and in the surrounding countries, 
Fooladoogo, Gangara, and Bitlddoogoo, They have 
also contributed largely to the geography of a coun¬ 
try lately only touched by a few explorers. 

I do not know that you will agree with me; but I 
see, in these three expeditions of Col. Borghis-Pes- 
bordes, a very interesting moral side. Let us imagine 
a handful of men setting out from Calais, to reach, 
in a certain time, the neighborhood of Vienna or 
Budapest: let that be the distance. You know 
the difficulties that were encountered. After a long 
journey in barges on the Senegal, It was necessary, 
under a burning sky, to make weary marches across 
districts covered with high grass or with thorny plants, 
and across calcined plains. They must scale steep 
acclivities, pass through innumerable swamps, slimy 
and malarious. They must venture through narrow 
paths on the sides of cliffs into defiles, — veritable 
Thermopylae, where a few might stop an army. After 
the departure, fever attacked the column, and each 
day claimed its victim. Nevertheless thefr courage 
di<J not fall. At times they were compelled to fight, 
and to the ravages of fever was added the fire of an 
enemy who could not be disregarded. Sometimes 
they stopped; but then they were obliged to work 
without relaxation in building a fort, for the season 
was advancing. Three times in succession our sol¬ 
diers, ufider such circumstances, have penetrated to 
the heart of the western Soodan, led by a man har¬ 
dened by bravery. He was commissioned to push to 
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the Niger the line of stations which should establish 
our claims. He advanced straight to his object: the 
difficulties of detail discouraged him no more than 
the unforeseen disconcerted him, or than danger 
frightened him. Tims supported by officers worthy 
of their leader, and by soldiers full of devotion, he 
has accomplished his whole task. The little phalanx 
re-embarked on the Senegal, ragged, worn out, ema¬ 
ciated, and reduced more than a third; but they had 
nobly and simply performed a grand deed. 

Before leaving the Senegal, I would not forgot to 
mention the e dor is of Dr. Bayol to contribute to the 
geographical knowledge of these countries. Yotfmay 
already see, on the map of Africa, very carefully 
prepared by Capt. Lannoix for the geographical ser¬ 
vice of the army, the line of travel which, in his pre¬ 
ceding journey, Dr. Bayol followed between Timbo 
and Medina, in a country still unknown. At present 
he has just traversed more than three hundred and 
sixty kilometres in a country, also left blank, or nearly 
so, on the maps. Lieut. Quiquandon, his companion, 
gives us a survey of the line of march, w hich, retreat¬ 
ing from the Niger, will join the line of march of 
tlie Austrian traveller, Lon/,, on his return from Tim- 
buctoo. This is an Important paper for geography. 
Mr. Bayol has arranged so that, up to S^gaia, the 
states through which he has passed have accepted 
the protectorate of France. Besides the treaties to 
this effect, lie brings back collections which will con¬ 
tribute largely to the geological and zoological de¬ 
scription of this zone of the African continent. 

If, now, we turn farther south, as it were symmet¬ 
rically with the Senegal arid the Niger, we shall come 
to the Ogow'd ami the Kongo. Here, too, we find a 
man firmly resolved to secure for France a country 
worthy of her on the banks of the Kongo. Here 
Mr. de Brazza (for you all have recognized to whom 
I refer) U at work. As I speak to you now, he must 
be en route for the great river, the inhabitants of 
whose hanks will, without doubt, gladly welcome 
back an explorer who was always full of justice and 
humanity toward them. It is said that difficulties 
exist between Mr. de Brazza and Mr. Stanley. The 
situation has, I think, been much exaggerated. Let 
us not forget that the origin of the enterprise to 
which Mr. Stanley devotes Ida energy is due to his 
Majesty the king of Belgium, and was formed for the 
purpose of sparing the travellers of all nations a part 
of the dangers of their enterprises. The generous 
founder of the International African association will 
certainly do all in his power to establish kindly rela¬ 
tions between two of the most illustrious pioneers of 
civilization and of science. Besides, Mr. de Brazza 
would not falsify by his acts the words which he 
uttered at the last banquet of the Socl^te* de geo¬ 
graphic, when he received from the hands of his 
fellow-explorers the French colors: ‘‘There, where 
I shall be commissioned/’ he said, “to carry the 
colors you present to me, they will be a sign of peace, 
of liberty, of science, and of commerce; they will be 
kind and compassionate with the weak and courteous, 
but firm with the strong.* Let us, then, be patient 
Let us not expect, that, under .the present circum¬ 


stances in equatorial Africa, evolution and progress 
can be very rapid. Let us also not forget that we 
owe all respect to the claims of our friends the Portu¬ 
guese to certain regions bordering the Kongo. 

I would not neglect to invoke your sympathies for 
the calm courage with which, in western Africa, on the 
route of the great lakes, Mr, Bloyet accomplished 
the mission placed upon him by the French commit¬ 
tee of tbe International association. The travellers 
of several nations conld tell us what protection they 
have received, what support, what counsels, they have 
obtained, from Mr. Bloyet. It is his courage which 
assists in the noble task of making the French name 
loved and respected by the natives of these hostilely 
inclined countries. Still nearer the lakes are our 
Catholic missionaries, some of whom have already 
given to geography useful data of the countries in 
which they are engaged. The same Is being done, 
also, by French evangelical missionaries farther south, 
in the region of the Lessooto, One of them, Mr. 
Kurger, is busily at work, perfecting a map of the 
country. We hear little from Mr. Victor Giraud, 
who is proceeding in the direction of the great Lake 
Banguelo, south of which Livingstone died. Our 
best wishes accompany the young explorer, whose 
character, knowledge, and equipment warrant us in 
expecting much of him. 

Before leaving Africa, I wish to mention one who 
has already proved himself a distinguished traveller. 
I refer to Mr. Georges Rexoil. He is engaged at the 
south in the large peninsula of the Com alia, which 
he has explored at the north with so great success. 
If he succeeds in penetrating into this unknown and 
formidable region, he will certainly garner a new 
scientific harvest not less rich than the preceding. 

Allow me to approach America, and briefly speak 
to you of the cutting of the American isthmus be¬ 
tween Colon and Panama. Two years have been 
spent in preparing the field of battle. The entire line 
is occupied by our workmen and machines. The 
director, Mr. Dingier, engineer-ln-chief, who has just 
set to work our corps, has returned to Paris to report 
both his plans and his preparations to inaugurate the 
canal in 1888. In the course of this year, till July 
of the year following, he will each month remove 
from the cut a million cubic metres of debris, and 
from that date two million cubic metres a month, 
making twenty-four million a year. The-enterprJse 
will be finished during the following four years. I 
intend to visit this magnificent work early in 1884, 
and I hope that delegates /rom our geographical so¬ 
cieties will accompany me. I must not leave Central 
America without respectfully referring to the suc¬ 
cessful perseverance with which one of the roost de¬ 
voted missionaries sent out by the minister of public 
Instruction, Mr. DlslrdCharoay, has explored the ruins 
of Yucatan. His researches and discoveries, together 
with his inferences, certainly throw unexpected light 
on the former obscurity of the American civilizations. 

The feeling of sadness which we all experienced, 
on learning the terrible ending of the expedition of 
Dr. Crevaux, S« still with us. Since then, only 
vague rumors have reached Europe in regard to this 
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tragedy in the heart of South America. Mr. Tkou&r, 
a young French traveller, is now facing dangers of 
every description, in hi? attempt to discover the re¬ 
mains of our unfortunate countrymen. Gathering 
information, and supported by good will on all j>ides, 
he is making slow but regular advance. We can 
only hope that he will attain liis object; while we do 
not ignore the dangers to which lie so generously 
exposes himself in trying to pend rate, accompanied 
only by an interpreter, a country inhabited by In¬ 
diana who overthrew the mission of I)r. Crovanx. 
Our warmest hopes *for success go with him in his 
noble undertaking. 

At ihe extreme south of America, at TIerra del 
Fuego, a French mission, established a year ago, has 
been commissioned, in accordance with the Interna¬ 
tional programme, to make meteorological and mag¬ 
netic observations. We look forward to the next 
return of the guard-ships, whose work, accomplished 
und^r the direction of Mr. Martial, commander of 
the Romanche, will form a valuable contribution to 
the physical geography of these parts. 

Finally, after a successful expedition to the north¬ 
ern latitudes, in the polar seas, which, since the voy¬ 
age of the Recherche, have scarcely seen the French 
flag, one of our countrymen, Mr. Charles Kabot, is 
at present continuing in Russian Lapland the inves¬ 
tigations which he began in Sweden. The region 
which he includes still offers a vast field for geo¬ 
graphical ami geological study. 

Such, my dear colleagues, are the chief means by 
which the advance of French geography, in Us most 
active and most persistent form is disclosed. I might 
still speak to you at length, but we must not deserve 
the reproach of weaving for ourselves crowns; and, 
in the noble titles 1 have just recalled to you, we 
should see rather the obligations they place upon us 
than the satisfaction which they bring to our proper 
national pride. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 

Marriage laws of the Omaha* and cognate 

tribes, 

Tkk Dakotas or Sioux still have mother-right 
in some of their tribes, and I cannot say how far 
the following statements apply to them; but the 
Omahaa, Fonkas, Kansas, Osages. and others have 
father-right, and are governed by the principles here 
given, with one exception, — the Kansas have re¬ 
cently disregarded their laws, and have begun to 
marry in the gens. 

The Omaha tribe Is divided into ten gentes or clans, 
each gens having Its special place in the tribal circle. 
In the figure the numerals denote the gentes. and 
the letters the sub-gen tea. 

Suppose that I belong to 1, the Flk gens, which Is 
also my father's gens: I cannot marry any female 
of that gens. If my mother belongs to 2, a buffalo 
gens, I cannot marry any woman of that gens. 

Suppose that my father's mother belonged to 8 a, 
roy mother's mother to 4 a. my fathers father's 
mother to 5 a, my mother's father's mother to 6 a, 
my father's mother's raothef to 7, and my mother's 
mother's mother to 8 a: I cannot marry any women 
of 8 a, 4 a, $ a, 6 a, 7, or 8a, if I know of their re¬ 


lationship to me; but I can marry any women 
the other sub-gentos, 3 b, 3 c, 3 d, 4 b, 4 e, 4 d, 5 
5 c, 5 d, fi b, ft c, fi d, S b, 8 c, or 8 d, as they are not 
my full kindred. 



I can also tnarry any women of 9 or 10, if they arc 
not, forbidden to me for other reasons; that is, if they 
are not my affinities, such as the wives (real or possible) 
of those whom I call my fathers, mother’s brothers, 
grandfathers, sons, sister's sons, or grandsons. 

Principles considered. —1. Marriage in the father’s 
gens forbidden. 2. Marriage in the mother’s gens 
forbidden. 3. The regulation of the sub-gens. 4. 
Potential or possible marriages nnisfc always be kppt 
in mind, and kinship terms arc based upon them. 

J. Owen Doksky. 

W*»hington, I).C. 


Fraud* Galton’i proposed * Family register*,’ 

Mr. Francis Galton Is now' planning to push his 
inquiries into the laws of heredity upon a more ex¬ 
tensive and systematic scale than ever before. The 
success of his early work, ‘ Hereditary genius,' led 
him to observations In a wider field, which extended 
over several years, and were collected in his very 
valuable book, 'Inquiries into the human faculty,' 
which appeared last spring. HU new proposal in¬ 
volves the collection of a large number of family 
biological histories, to extend over three or four 
generations, and to be obtained by circulating an ex¬ 
haustive schedule of printed questions. The writer 
has just received a copy of the latter, together with 
a prospectus of the general plan, which Mr. Galton 
will call 1 Family registers.' The revised schedules 
will shortly be ready for distribution. In the mean 
time an abstract of the prospectus and schedule may 
be given. 

Mr, Galton foresees the difficulties which he will 
encounter; and, appreciating that the obtaining of ac¬ 
curate family histories of health and disease among 
laymen Is almost out of the question, his prospec¬ 
tus appeals principally to the medical profession. 
Among doctors, alt inherited disease is a disease, 
and not necessarily an hereditary disgrace, as most 
of the laity are apt to regard it. Iu this class, also, 
the scientific interest attached to inherited Imperfec¬ 
tions of physique or mind often overbears every other 
feeling. At all events, although the anonymous will 
be strictly maintained, Mr. Galton seems to expect 
that few non-professional persons will be ready even 
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to put upon paper the rather searching register of re¬ 
plies. 

The narrowest scope of inquiry, to be of any value, 
must embrace three generations; but the results will 
be far more reliable when they cover four. The latter 
would relate to at least thirty-six persons, which Mr. 
Galton reckons as follows: “ On the side of the con¬ 
tributor there arc his two parents, four grand-parents, 
an average of three uncles and aunts on each of the 
two sides, three brothers or sisters, and himself: this 
makes sixteen persons. There is another set of six¬ 
teen for the relatives of his wife iti the same degrees. 
Lastly, 1 allow an average of four,children.’* A sin¬ 
gle family register of this size, therefore, at least 
involves the fllling-oub of nearly thirty-six eft the 
schedules, which will be no light task, even with the 
most favorable opportunities of obtaining informa¬ 
tion. The persona whom Mr. Galton anticipates will 
assist him the most are young physicians, married 
and with children. In case the grand-parents are Hy¬ 
ing, their fleld of information will naturally be very 
wide. Partly as an inducement to men of this class 
to undertake such a task, partly as a pecuniary re¬ 
turn for the time which it must necessarily occupy, a 
series of prizes will be offered, amounting, altogether, 
to £5(X), including, probably, ten prizes of £25 eaph, 
and others not to exceed £50 nor fall short of £5. 
The returns are to ho sent with mottoes, but no sig¬ 
nature ; the name and address to be enclosed in a sep¬ 
arate envelope bearing the motto. The merit of the 
returns will be estimated by the clearness and ex¬ 
haustiveness of statement, the number of generations 
treated of, and the appendix (see beyond). 

The returns asked for are in abstract as follows: 

1, A separate and full biological history of each 
member of the family in the direct line of ascent; 

2. A very brief statement of the main biological facts 
in the lives of members of the collateral lines of 
ascent, that is, of the uncles and aunts, great-uncles 
and great-aunts, etc.; 8. A full description of the 
twain sources of information for l arid 2; 4. An ap¬ 
pendix which will Include an analysis of the medical 
hfstory of the family, showing the peculiarities which 
have, and haye not, been transmitted, and their iden¬ 
tical or changed form. All communications to be 
addressed to Francis Galton, 42 Rutland Gate, Lon¬ 
don (S. W.), England. 

Mr. Galton has reduced the collection of statistics 
to a fine art, having arranged this schedule with the 
greatest Ingenuity, The near and remote relation¬ 
ships are Indicated by simple symbols; and, by means 
of horizontal and transverse columns, the required 
facts can be condensed Into an astonishingly small 
space. Each schedule is intended to cover six peri¬ 
ods in the life of the person described, from childhood 
to late In life, and at each of these periods to give a 
statement of, A, conditions of life; ft, personal de¬ 
scription ; G\ medical life-history. Under A are such 
topics as town or country residence, and sanitary 
influences generally. Under B are descriptions of 
feature and physique, of habits of work and mus¬ 
cular force and quickness, keenness of sight and 
dexterity, artistic and allied capacities, peculiarities 
of character and temperament. Under 0 are dis¬ 
eases, accidents, malformations, age at death, etc. 
Other facts solicited are, order of birth, age at mar¬ 
riage, number and sex of children. All this is upon 
one side of a double sheet, and relates to one person 
in the direct line of ascent. Upon the reverse of the 
sheet, similar inquiries are made in the *fcollateral 
linos, or among the brothers and sisters of the person 
described. * 

Mr. Galton believes that the interest In each family 


register will Increase rapidly as the investigation goes 
on, and family histories will result of far more ac¬ 
curacy than could be collected in any less methodical 
system. The scheme is so much more comprehensive 
than any thing which has preceded it, that it certainly 

S romises us a much deeper insight into the laws of 
eredity than we have at present, The moral value 
of this, and, in fact, of much of the life-work of this 
author, lies in the dissemination of the stern truth, 
which Is as old as the Mosaic law, that the character 
of the next generation depeuds, perhaps, less than 
we are apt to think upon the education and training" 
we prepare for them, and morejipon the life-conduct 
of the present and the preceding generations. 

HENRY F. OsnOHN. 


MAUDSLEY'S BODY AND WILL . 

Body and will: being an essay concerning will in its 
metaphysical , physiological , and pathological as¬ 
pects, By Henry Maitpsucy, ML). London, 
Kegan Paul , Trench, fr Co 2883. 8 + 338 p. 8°. 

Considered with respect to its announced 
purpose, this hook is ond of the most unfortu¬ 
nate and disappointing that we have ever seen 
bearing the name of an able man on the title- 
page. The purpose, as set forth on the title page 
and in the preface, seems indeed a noble one* 
Of will, in its pathological aspect at least, 
Dr. Maudsley lias, one would suppose, the best 
possible right to speak. And we all have so 
much to learn about all its aspects, that we 
come to the book, even after previous experi¬ 
ence of the author's eccentricities, with hope 
of getting some real instruction. That the 
freedom of the will is to be discussed, we learn 
without fear: for, old as the topic is, an in¬ 
genious man may have something new to say 
about it; and a straightforward statement of 
the doctrine of determinism, made from the 
physiological point of view, may well be useful 
and instructive, even if it should fail to be new. 
But, with much more interest than he feels in 
the promised wrangle over the freedom of the 
will, the student of psychology looks forward 
to what is promised in the preface, where Dr. 
Maudsley tells us that he has long been en¬ 
gaged in dealing with “ concrete minds, that 
must be observed, studied, and managed 
that he has been trying to find out 64 why indi* 
vidmils feel, think, and do as they do, how 
they may be actuated to feel, think, and do 
differently, and in wlmt way best to deal with 
them so as to do one's duty to one's self and 
them," In consequence, he says, u I have no 
choice but to leave the barren heights of spec¬ 
ulation for the plains on which meh live and 
move and have their being." He desires, then, 
44 to bring home to mental philosophers the 
necessity of taking serious account of a Class 
of facts and thoughts which, though they am 
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not philosophy, may claim not to be ignored 
by philosophy.'* All this means, if it means 
any thing, that we may expect from Dr. Mauds- 
ley some results of his experience with the 
laws of human will, some concrete psychology, 
-—such, for instance, as, in case of certain phe¬ 
nomena of sensation and memory, Mr. Gal ton 
has given us, in the book that we lately re¬ 
viewed on 4 Human faculty. 1 Mr. Gallon’s 
work has been confined mainly to the lower 
phenomena of mind. Mow great the gain, if 
we can get scientific research to give us cor¬ 
respondingly fruitful results about the higher 
phenomena of mind ! We hope, of course, for 
nothing final, or as yet very exact, in this field : 
but Dr. Maudsley wHl surely offer us some¬ 
thing ; and his announcement is just such as a 
sober observer of a special class of facts might 
be expected to make, in case he had found 
out. something well worth telling. As for the 
author’s denunciation of speculation, we need 
not be haters of philosophy to overlook or 
pardon that. The most enthusiastic student 
of general philosophy ought to admit freely 
the vast importance to him, also, of just such 
concrete study of mind as Dr. Maudsley an¬ 
nounces ; and if Dr. Maudsley has found the 
heights of speculation barren, then surety 
he will keep off them, and will tell us what he 
has to tell so much the better. We reserve, 
then, our own right to study general philosophy 
if we find it fruitful; and we just now follow 
him eagerly to the green pastures of concrete 
psychology, where he is to give us the result 
of special study. 

We are doomed to bitter disappointment. 
The book consists of three parts. The first, on 
‘Will in its metaphysical aspects,’ fills nine¬ 
ty-eight pages, and contains a restatement of 
the bare commonplaces of modern thought on 
the relation of mind and organism, a like re¬ 
statement of the oldest and most common¬ 
place of the deterministic arguments, a barren 
criticism of the oldest and most commonplace 
Arguments for free will, and finally, scattered 
throughout this discussion in all sorts of weari¬ 
some digressions, a string of purely speculative 
reflections, so confused, so full of contradic¬ 
tion, so ill expressed, that they would be 
unworthy to pass as the thesis of a fairly in¬ 
structed student of philosophy in his second 
year's work. 

The second part of the book (pp. 99-282, 
with four pages of notes) opens -far more prom¬ 
isingly, with a good chapter on the * Physio¬ 
logical basis of will.' But thereafter, at once 
the discussion sinks back into its native con¬ 
fusion. We are to learn about the ‘physio¬ 


logical, sociological, and evolutional relations 9 
of the will; and we have a series of the com¬ 
monplaces of recent discussion, together with* 
another mass of confUsed speculations, as full 
as before of digressions. Mr. Spencer, who is 
not named, is yat several times referred to very 
severely as a dangerous speculator ; but the most 
obscure expressions of Mr. Spencer’s worst mo¬ 
ments are bright sunlight, to the gloom of these 
long and tedious sentences, and his speculations 
are surely as likdty to be good as his rival’s. 

Thfe third part, at last, on * Will in its patho¬ 
logical relations,’ leads us into the light once 
more. Here, at least, wc have a few concrete 
instances brought together, and generaliza¬ 
tions made from facts, and plainly stated. But 
how little wc learn ! The space left is short; 
and the author’s lucid interval ends with the 
beginning of the last chapter, which he enti¬ 
tles 4 What will be the end thereof ? ’ and which 
he devotes to speculations on the way in which 
human life will degenerate before its final cessa¬ 
tion on this planet. 

And so, of the whole, only about one hundred 
pages, or less than one-third of the book, may 
be considered as having any real relation to 
the implied promise of the preface. The rest 
is simply the 4 barren speculation ’ which we 
were to avoid, or else it is repetition in obscure 
language of what has many times been said in 
clear language. 

But we must illustrate, for we are aware 
that a man of Dr. Maudsley’s reputation 
might be expected to do better than we have 
here represented him as doing. First, then, 
as to the 4 barren speculation.’ Surety, if a 
man desires to let questions alone, he can very 
easily do so. Yet Dr. Maudsley goes out 
of his way, in the first part, to write a chapter 
on the 4 Authority of consciousness.’ He goes 
out of his way, we say; for, in so far as con¬ 
cerns his problem of the freedom of the will, 
the authority of consciousness might have been 
very briefly and specially treated, But, once 
having determined to take up the question 
generally, Dr. Maudsley runs on in thiswise. 
Self-consciousness, he first tells us, is no more 
immediate knowledge than is the knowledge of 
external objects through the senses ; since the 
latter knowledge consists of states of con¬ 
sciousness, as well as does the former. This, of 
course, is Kant's famous 4 Refutation of ideal¬ 
ism ’ in a nutshell. But now, both of these 
kinds of knowledge being knowledge of facts 
that are* in consciousness, wc ask what the 
truth of this consciousness is, or how we shall 
test its truth. Wc learn something about this 
matter farther on, on p. 41, where we find that 
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u there is no rule to distinguish between true 
and false but the common judgment of man¬ 
kind/' that (p. 42) “the truth of one age is 
the fable of the next/' and that “ the eonitnont 
mind of the race in me” — “common sense, 
which is more sensible than any individual in 
all cases (save in the exceptional case of a 
pre-eminently gifted person of genius)" — is 
the warrant to which we appeal for the truth 
of all our beliefs. This would look very much 
as if, in case one is not a pre-eminently gifted 
person of genius, one must be unable to know 
whether either he himself or the external world 
exists, unless he first discover that 4 the com¬ 
mon judgment of mankind * agrees with him 
that both do exist. This is a curious reversal 
of the familiar fashion of reasoning; since the 
4 mankind' to whom one is to appeal, surely 
belongs to the external world, to whose ex¬ 
istence its 4 common judgment' is to testify. 
Yet we must be doing Dr. Maud sky wrong. 
One must not tuke every, statement so exactly. 
His real theory is expressed on p. 45. Here 
it is: “ Every thing which we know is a syn¬ 
thesis of object and subject. . . . Neither mat - 
ter in itself nor mind in itself are words that 
have any meaning. . . . The hypothesis of an 
external world is a good woykiug hypothesis 
within all human experience: but to ask 
whether the external world exists apart from 
all human experience is about as sensible a 
question as to ask whether the shadow belongs 
to the sun or to the man's body ; for what an 
extraordinarily perverse and futile ingenuity 
it is to attempt to think any thing outside 
human consciousness. . . . To say there is an 
absolute [the italics are ours], and to call it 
the unknowable , is it a whit more philosophical 
than it would be for a bluebottle-fly to call its 
extra-relational the unbuzzable? " P. 46 goes 
on to say, 44 A separation of subject and ob¬ 
ject cannot ever be the starting-point of a phi¬ 
losophy that is not a self-foolery." P. 47 adds, 
that what Berkeley called an idea “ is a synthe¬ 
sis, the ego and non-ego necessary correlate/* 
All this is perfectly clear by itself, much clearer 
than the text in which it is embedded; and 
the sense of it is, of course, pure phenomenism, 
such as Schopenhauer expressed in his 4 kein 
objekt ohne mbjektf Matter is for conscious¬ 
ness, and consciousness is of objects. Spen¬ 
cer's unknowable is nonsense, — a product of 
perverse ingenuity, worthy of bluebottle-flies. 
One must not attempt to think of any thing 
outside of human consciousness; and so we 
have a doctrine. 

No, not at all. Dr. Maudsley does not mean 
this. P. 51 is not far from p. 47 ; and 3 ^et, on 


p. 54, the author assures us that 44 the external 
world as it is in itself may not be In the least 
like what we conceive it through our modes of 
perception and forms of thought." On pp. 
52 and 513, Dr. Maudsley outdoes this contra¬ 
diction by bringing the two contradictories 
face to face on the same open page, and affirm¬ 
ing them both at once with childlike simplicity. 
44 I don’t want to think the thing in itself. . . . 
If it is ont of me, it does not exist for me, can¬ 
not possibly be more than a nonsensical word 
in any expression of me; and for rne to think 
it out of me, as it is in itself, would be annihi¬ 
lation of myself." But all this, says Dr. 
Maudsley, teaches him that there is a great 
deal outside of his perception, 4 a real world 
external to me/ of which, however, he can 
say nothing. So Spencer's rejected unknow¬ 
able returns : the mind is necessarily obliged to 
think what it cannot possibly think, to believe 
in what it perceives to be nonsense, and to 
assert in one sentence that 4 self and the world 
cannot be thought apart/ and, in the next sen¬ 
tence, that the real external world is so far be¬ 
yond self that self is wholly unable to make 
any assertion, save that it exists. 

Now, this is not a collection of statements 
found in various authors, ai>d brought together 
by Dr. Maudsley for the sake of illustrating 
the 4 barrenness ’ of the subject. On the con¬ 
trary, these ^re his own views. He himself 
chooses to write a chapter on this topic. He 
is bringing home to the philosophers something 
that they need to know. He is dealing with 
44 doctrines arrived at by the positive methods 
of observation and induction." Tf not, what 
does the preface mean ? and what has the in¬ 
nocent reader done, that he should be trifled 
with in this intolerable way? But if in reality 
pr. Maudsley is expounding doctrines arrived 
at by the methods of observation and induc¬ 
tion, these doctrines ought not to change nature 
with every new paragraph. These statements 
are deliberate and repeated, they are made with 
much show of earnestness ; and yet they are a 
series of contradictions, and leave the reader 
feeling as if some one had been trying to make 
a fool of him. As for this doctrine, that it is 
44 perverse and futile to think of any thing out- / 
side of human consciousness" (p. 45), how 
does Dr. Maudsley venture thus solemnly to 
propound it and enlarge upon it, when else¬ 
where, and not far off, he repeatedly insists 
upon the view that human consciousness is in¬ 
explicable, save on the basis of an unconscious 
mental life, which can never be exhaustively 
known at all ? Is the relation of author and 
reader one that involves no responsibilities? 
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Were not this confusion of statement epi¬ 
cal, we should not insist upon it. But through¬ 
out the book one finds, if not always such 
flat contradictions, still a certain slipperiness 
and uncertainty about nearly every general 
doctrine that the author chooses to express, 
on all but the most concrete matters of fact. 
If he says a tiling, you know not when or 
how soon he will withdraw it, wholly, or bit by 
bit. He thinks, for instance, that the belief 
iii the vanity of all things, or pessimism, is a 
‘ malady of self-consciousness,’ a sign of men¬ 
tal decay ; but he adds, that the * central truth 
of nil religions ' is a conviction of the utter van¬ 
ity of all things, and himself seems in great 
measure a pessimist. Pure Christianity teaches 
the noblest virtues, — those, for instance, of 
self-saeritice; but the only test of virtue is 
the experience and common sense of mankind ; 
and these teach us that pure Christianity, put 
in practice without stint, would render society 
impossible, since society depends upon con¬ 
flicts and selfishness even now. The noblest 
virtues are therefore those that are rejected 
when the only test of virtue is applied. And 
so we are led on. 

, The same tendency appears in the very style 
of the book. When the author has a definite 
opinion, he likes to conceal it from you under 
manifold cloaks of language. He dislikes 
Spencer’s doctrine, that organic evolution is 
‘ progressive adaptation to the environment.’ 
This, he says, is too vague and one-sided a 
statement. His own statement avoids all 
vagueness by saying that (p. 137) “an organ¬ 
ism and its medium, when they have reached 
a certain fitness of one to the other and hit 
upon the happy concurrence of conditions, 
combine, so to speak, to make a new start, 
the initial stop of a more complex organism ; ” 
that is, the organism, evolves by evolution, and 
the evolution is caused by just those condi¬ 
tions that bring it to pass. Our author ex¬ 
pands this thought, which he intends as an 
important complement to the doctrine of natu* 
ral selection, over quite a number of pages. 
But that, in the famous words of the Duchess 
in Alice’s Adventures, is not half so bad as 
our author can do if he tries. Religion he de¬ 
fines (on p. 208) as 1 the deep fusing feeling 
of human solidarity.’ Certain beliefs com¬ 
mon among men are described (p. 108) as 
“ the imaginative interpretations of an instinct 
springing into consciousness from the upward 
striving impulse which, immanent in man as 
part and crown of organic nature, ever throbs 
in his heart as the inspiration of hope . 9 * Thus 
pur author knows of an instinct that springs 


from au impulse, which impulse is immanent 
in a crown, and at the same time strives up¬ 
wards, and throbs in a heart as an inspiration. 
All this means, not more carelessness of style, 
but a more serious error, else we should not 
have mentioned it here. It means haziness 
of thought; it means that our author can 
write many words in succession without know¬ 
ing, in any adequate way, what they mean. 

Our author’s fashion of discussing things of 
which he is ignorant receives a crowning illus¬ 
tration in his last chapter; and, remote as 
the topic is from the main subject, we must 
mention this illustration here, because such 
matters arc important to any student who is 
seeking a trustworthy guide. In this last 
chapter Dr. Maudsley has much to say of 
certain modern tendencies that he considers 
unhealthy. Of these, one is the excessive 
display of grief for the dead, which he thinks 
is growing among us. “ Nobody of the least 
note dies but we are told with clamor of grief 
. . . that the most amiable . . . the best of 
men has been taken from us.” But nobody, 
says Dr. Maudsley, is worth all this. “ Con¬ 
trast this modern incontinence of emotion 
with the calm, chaste, and manly simplicity 
of Homer ; as we observe it, for example, 
in his description of the death of Achilles.” 
Then follows a page of blank verse, which, of 
course, is offered to us as somebody’s trans¬ 
lation of the cited passage from Homer, Now, 
Dr. Maudsley was not obliged to say any thing 
about Homer, much less to quote him. He 
has gone out of his way to tell us, with an air 
of easily carried learning, what 1 we see ’ in 
Homer. When a man thus pretends to quote 
the father of song, whose poems are at hand 
in all sorts of translations in any library, and 
to quote him especially for the sake of illus¬ 
trating a certain important point, a reader 
supposes, of course, that the quotation will at 
least be a fairly accurate expression of some¬ 
thing that Homer said. But, in fact, nothing 
resembling the passage quoted is to he found 
anywhere in Homer. These verses are not 
even so much as a remote imitation of any 
thing Homeric that bears upon Achilles. We 
ourselves are unable to identify them, but their 
tone is distinctly very modern ; and we have 
little doubt that their author is now alive, or 
has very recently died. 1 But this is not all. 
To complete the blunder, Dr. Maudsley, in 

HA olMalcal friend, to whom wo nubroltted T)r. Maud* ley'* 
quotation After we had written the above, oagurcaua that the pa*. 

fleareat to thi* one in ancient poetry is the death of Achillea 
aa described In Quintu* Smyraaeua III., and that Quintua'a de- 
aertutitra itaclf differ* In ao many Important point* from that of 
Dr.l&audaUy’ft Homer aa to make the Utter not even a fair India, 
tion of any ancient model, 
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this reference to Homer, has unwittingly chosen 
the worst possible illustration for his purpose, 
quite apart from his supposed quotation: for 
Homer does indeed tell us, in one passage (in 
the last book of the Odyssey), about the death 
of Achilles; but that passage informs us of 
a seventeen-days mourning of gods and men 
over the hero, with funeral ceremonies of ex¬ 
traordinary splendor, that would have done 
the dead man's heart good if he could only 
have been there to see. Noltody doubts Ho¬ 
mer’s simplicity, but Dr. Maudsley wholly* 
misapprehends what it means. How he could 
have been so deceived in his quotation, we can¬ 
not guess; hut. such gratuitous blunders show 
us what to expect of a man that can make 
them. 

If we have little space left to refer to our 
author's discussion of matters that he is emi¬ 
nently competent to discuss, that is not our 
fault. On the pathology of the will wo receive 
instruction in the brief space before spoken of. 
Of heredity of mental disease we here find some 
illustrations, but we learn nothing new about 
the obscure subject of the actual laws that 
govern heredity. As to mental disease and its 
phenomena, Dr. Muudslyy insists with consid¬ 
erable emphasis upon his view that the will, 
and in particular the most developed activity 
of the will, as seen in the moral consciousness of 
the civilized man, is the least stable, because the 
highest and latest element of man's mind, 
and must therefore show the signs of decay 
and disease soonest. This, he assures us, is 
actually the cubo. He illustrates his position 
by means of a good many instances of certain 
forms of mental disease. The view is not ab¬ 
solutely novel, and Dr. Maudsley has described 
most of the facts before. But all this is well 
worth telling, and would have made a useful 
essay if the rest of the lx>ok had reached the 
tire instead of the printer. As it is, this part 
of the book is the only one from which a stu¬ 
dent of such psychology us Dr. Maudsley so 
well describes in his preface can learn any tiling 
of importance that is in any sense novel. 

Onr task in reading and reviewing has been 
no pleasant one. With Dr. Maudsley we hope 
for a psychology of ( concrete minds,' that may 
teach us “ why individuals feel, think, and do 
as they do, how they may be actuated to think, 
feel, and do differently, and in what way best 
to deal with them so as to do one's duty to 
one’s self and them ” We see in the humblest 
.experimental researches conscientiously con¬ 
ducted, in every observation of the Siental 
pathologist, in every advance in nervous pbysh 
ology, in every new discovery in animal psy¬ 


chology, and, let us freely add, in every fruitful 
philosophic research into the deeper problems 
of thought, in all these things, not only aids, 
but necessary* conditions of the approach to the 
great end thus defined. But we also see in 
vague rambling disquisitions de omnibus rebus , 
such as nearly* fill this book; in efforts at phi¬ 
losophy* by a man who is confessedly and very 
manifestly unable to understand philosophic 
terms, who ignores the history of thought, and 
who insists upon writing pages of contradictory 
statements, — in all this we see, not advance, 
but serious injury. And when not only the book 
is such as it is, but also the author is a man 
whose position and previous services command 
respect, and who is therefore able to call the 
attention of busy students to whatever he may* 
choose to publish upon the subject, — then we 
say that such conduct is u serious breach of the 
privileges of authorship, and we wish to raise 
a decided protest against it. For the rest we 
have no quarrel with the author's determin¬ 
ism, nor with his materialistic basis for mental 
science, so long as he confines both the doc¬ 
trines to their only proper sphere ; that is, em¬ 
ploys them as regulative principles in discussing 
and explaining the facts of experience. We 
quarrel only with his conftised and purposeless 
fashion of discussion. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

—The report of tho committee of the Geodetic 
association was presented at a general meeting of 
the conference, Oct. 23, at Borne, and was adopted 
after an animated debate. The report favors the 
universal adoption of the Greenwich meridian, and 
also recommends, as the point of departure of the 
universal hour and cosmopolitan dates, the mean 
noon of Greenwich/ The conference hopes, that, if 
the whole world agrees to the unification of longi¬ 
tudes and hours by accepting the Greenwich meridian, 
England will advance the unification of weights and 
measures by joining the metrical convention of 1875. 
The government of Italy will be requested to officially 
communicate the foregoing action of the conference 
to all nations. 

— In the October number of the Harvard unfw- 
slty bulletin, further instalments are given of the 
geographical index to the maps in Petermann’& mit- 
tMllungen , by Mr. Bliss, and of Mr. Winsor's ‘ Bib¬ 
liography of Ptolemy's geography,' containing Im¬ 
portant notes on early American cartography. Mr. 
Wlnsor also commences an account, of which six 
pages are printed in the present number, of the Kohl 
collection of early maps In the Department of state 
at Washington, prefacing it with a brief account of 
Dr. Kohl's labors. 

In the official portion of the bulletin, we find the 
following appointments gazetted: Arthur Searle as 
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Mil tan t professor of astronomy ; Robert H. Harri¬ 
son, Harold Whiting, Charles E, Faxon, and Edward 
Burgess, instructors in anatomy, physics, botany, and 
entomology, severally; 0. W, Huntington, assistant in 
chemistry, G. T. Hartshorn in organic chemistry, 
and G. W, Perkins in biology; and Dr. C. S. Minot, 
lecturer in embryology. The establishment of ten 
fellowships In the Lawrence scientific school, with 
an annual income of five hundred dollars each, is 
recommended by the corporation. 

— The subjects to be presented at the Society of 
arts of the Massachusetts institute of technology the 
coming season will embrace a wide range of scientific 
and practical topics, arrangements having already 
been made as follows: — 

Oct. 11, Professor Edward S. Morse of Salem spoke 
on Japanese pottery; Oct. 25, Professor William 
H. Brewer of Now Haven read a paper on the evo¬ 
lution and breeds of domestic animals, as illustrated 
In swine; Nov. 8, Mr. Thomas Gaffleld of Boston 
will read a paper on glass and glass-making. 

At the subsequent meetings, the arrangements for 
which have not yet been definitely made, Dr. 

Charles S. Minot of the Harvard medical school 
will probably speak on some biological sub¬ 
ject; Capt. D. A. Lyle, U.S.A., on the rise, 
progress, and methods of the TJ. 8. life-saving 
service; Mr. Cbauncey Smith of Boston, on 
the Influence of inventions; Mr. K. B, Forbes, 
on the rigging of ships; and Major C. W. Ray¬ 
mond of the U.S. engineers will speak on Bos¬ 
ton harbor. Various mechanical contrivances 
of Interest will also be exhibited. 

— A very valuable work on German meteor¬ 
ological bibliography has been prepared by Dr. 
Heilman. It contains a bibliography proper, 
limited to German authors, and also historical 
notices upon meteorological observations, and 
the progress of the science in that country. 

—A free course of popular lectures upon aodlogy, 
specially Intended for teachers and students, will be 
given by the Cincinnati society of natural history on 
Friday evenings, commencing to-day. The follow¬ 
ing is the programme : Oct. 19, Introduction, The 
study of zoology, by Prof, J. Mickleborough; Oct. 2fl, 
The human skeleton as compared with that of other 
animals, by Prof. J. Mickleborough; Nov, 2, The 
trochilldae, or humming-birds, by Charles DurJ; 
Nov. 9, Fish fauna of Cincinnati, by Dr. D. S. Young; 
Nov, 16, Comparative anatomy of the mollusca, by 
Prof. A. G. Wetherby; Nov. 28, The mollusca from 
an evolutionary stand-point, by Prof. A. G. Weth- 
erby; Nov. 80, Some curious Insects, by Charles 
Bury; Dec,' T, Practical manipulation of the micro¬ 
scope, by Dr. J. H. Hunt. 

When this is completed, a second course of equal 
length ^111 be given on geology and mineralogy, the 
special topics of which will be announced lifter, 

— Active movements are making to supply, as far 
as possible, the losses sustained by the Indiana state 
university in its recent fire. When the first meeting 
of hoard of trustees was held, about a week after 
the fire, Monroe county was prepared to guarantee 


fifty thousand dollars; and this, with over twenty- 
seven thousand dollars* insurance, gave the officials 
great confidence. No definite action, however, was 
taken, until a recent meeting of the trustees at In¬ 
dianapolis, when it was decided to purchase a larger 
tract of land, just east of the city of Bloomington, 
much more favorably located than before, and to 
erect at once two fire-proof buildings, one of which 
can be used for the present for the literary depart¬ 
ment, and the other for the scientific department, 
museum, and library Later, another building will be 
added,,to which the literary department will be trans¬ 
ferred, when the scientific department will occupy 
one of those now to be built, and the other will be 
given wholly to the museum and library. 

For the present the university will occupy the old 
building, which was saved. It is reported that the 
trustees have In view the purchase of some valuable 
collections and a good library. 

-"A correspondent of La Nature gives a sketch, 
which we reproduce, of a group of French soldiers, 
as they appeared when resting on their marches in 


Algeria, when they were obliged to stop on marshy 
land, and liad nothing upon which to rest. The 
soldiers seated themselves each on the knees of the 
one behind, and were arranged in a circle, so that 
there was no end man. The correspondent vouches 
for having often seen the operation. La Nature 
recommends the collegians to try the experiment in 
equilibrium when they return from their vacations, 
— advice which it would hardly do to transmit to 
Americans. 

— Trouvelot has made an examination of the sky 
near the place of the sun at the May eclipse, for the 
purpose of rediscovering, if possible, the red star 
which he saw at that time/ and suspected to be an 
intra-mercurial planet. 

In the re-examination, he used a telescope of the 
same aperture and power as at the eclipse. He found 
again, without trouble, his two * white stars,* and 
identified them as forty-one Arietls and e Arietis. As 
to ‘ the brilliant star of a pronounced red/ he says he 
could not find it, and that it is certain that no star of 
that magnitude and color now exists near the posl tlon 
assigned, nor even within a distance much greater than 
it it permissible to attribute to the probable error. 
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At the same time, seeing he failed to obtain & determi¬ 
nation of its position, or to notice any disk or phase, 
he considers it only right to reserve any conclusion 
as to the probable nature of the object (Compfea 
rendu *, Sept. 17). Astronomers generally will be dis¬ 
posed to believe, with those who observed the eclipse 
at the same station with M, Trouvelot, that his limits 
of probable error were, under the peculiar circum¬ 
stances, some of which are mentioned in Ills original 
report, much larger than he seems disposed to admit, 
and quite extensive enough to include the star a 
Arietis, which was not far from the place assigns, 
and in magnitude and color corresponds well with 
his description. 

— The department of entomology, of the New-York 
state museum of natural history, issues a circular 
(no* 1) giving directions for 1 arresting the chinch-bug 
invasion * of northern New York, with good figures 
of the insect enlarged and of natural size. 

— Wood sections and vegetable tissue was the 
subject discussed by Mr. J. F. Whiteaves at the 
meeting of the Ottawa microscopical society, Oct. 16. 
Mr. Whiteaves was elected president, and Dr. K. J. 
Wicksteed secretary, for the ensuing year. 

— Among the prizes given to American exhlblters 
at the International fisheries exhibition just closed, at 
London, gold medals were awarded to G. Brown 
Goode, for work on ichthyology; D. S. Jordau, for 
work on ichthyology; Alexander Agassiz, for work 
on ichthyology; J. E. Hilgard, for optical densimeter; 
Capt. C. Slgsbee, U.S.N., for deep-sea sounding ap¬ 
paratus; W, L. Bailee, U.S.N., for deep-sea ther¬ 
mometer c silver medals to G, Brown Goode, 
for publications relating to the fisheries; Marshall 
McDonald, for universal hatching-jar; Lieut. Z. L. 
Tanner, U S.N., for deep-sea sounding apparatus; 
W. G. Farlow, for collection of marine algae; J. H. 
Emerton, for model of squid and octopus; T. H. 
Bean, for works on ichthyology; Marshall McDonald, 
for map showing shad fisheries: and diplomas to J. 
E. Hilgardv for salinometer; Capfc. C. Sigsbee, U.S.N., 
for parallel ruler. 

The United States receives 48 gold medali, 18 of 
which go to the fish-commission, mostly on collective 
exhibits, 47 silver medals, 29 bronze medals, 24 diplo¬ 
mas, and 7 special prizes. Other gold medals are to 
the national museum, for collective exhibit of fishes; 
signal-service, for moat complete collection of appa¬ 
ratus for weather prediction; and lighthouse board. 

—The French government has just issued a geo¬ 
logical map of Algeria in five sheets, scale of 1:800,- 
000, with two explanatory memoirs. This work is 
only preliminary; and appropriations have beep made 
to organize a geological survey, which will make a 
careful and detailed geological map, first on the scale 
of 1:400,000, and then on a larger one, say 1:80,000, 
or even 1: 40,000. The directors are A. Pom el, J. 
Pouyanne, and J. Tissot, 

— Col. A. Parnell, R.A., states (Jbugn. sc M Sep¬ 
tember), that, as recorded by official returns, the 
number of persons killed by thunderbolts in Russia 
(not including Poland and Finland), in the five years 
from 1870 to 1874, was 2,270, of whom no less than 


2,161 were dwellers in the country; and that during! 
this period, in the same area, 4,192 fires were occa¬ 
sioned by thunderbolts, 4,099 of them being In the 
country. 

— The speeches of Sir Lyon Playfair and Sir Charles 
Dllke, during the recent debate in the House of com¬ 
mons on the vaccination question, have been pub¬ 
lished by Messrs, Jarrold & Sons in pamphlet form, 
under the title of * Facts about vaccination/ It la 
hoped that this little publication may prove a useful 
antidote to the present mischievous and Ignorant 
agitation against Jenner’s great discovery. The Cloth- 
workers’ company, one of the old London guilds, has 
devoted a fund at its disposal for the encouragement 
of research to offering a prize of a thousand pounds 
for the discovery of a method of procuring lymph 
that would obviate the present objections. 

— At a recent meeting of the Socidtd d’encourage¬ 
ment pour P Industrie nation ale, M. G, Meyer of 
Paris submitted specimens of paper specially manu¬ 
factured to resist fire. It was stated by him that the 
papers and documents shown had been for four hours 
in a retort in a pottery furnace; and it is further af¬ 
firmed, that those, present were unable to distinguish, 
either by appearance or texture, the papers so treated 
from others which had not undergone the ordeal of 
fire. “From experiments made with a specimen of 
wall-paper sent us,” says a writer in Iron , “wears 
enabled to say, that, although the appearance of 
the paper does change, the fire-roslsting properties 
claimed for It are undoubted : the paper certainly 
does not ignite.” The paper can be made of a quality 
suitable for deeds and other important documents, or 
of a quality suitable for wall-paper, theatrical deco¬ 
rations, or, in fact, for any purpose for which paper 
is used. Mr. Meyer has also invented an incombus¬ 
tible ink and incombustible colors. Artists using 
those colors may preserve their works to a certain 
extent. The invention would appear to be of the 
greatest value to theatrical managers. By using 
thick cardboard of Mr. Meyer's material, together 
with his paints, they are able to render their scenery 
uninflammable. At the same time, for documents of 
importance, — deeds, wills, and agreements, — the ia- 
ventiou should come i$to universal use. 

— The catalogue of the Miller manual labor school 
was Issued recently, bearing date of June, 1888, It 
is a neat pamphlet of some thirty pages, printed by 
the boys of the school. The school is situated In 
Albemarle county, Va,, and was founded by the late 
Samuel Miller of Campbell county, who left prop¬ 
erty to the value of more than one million of dollars, 
to be expended In the erection of buildings, and th»^ 
endowment of a school In which the students are to 
be instructed In the branches of a 1 good, plain, sound* 
English education,' in ancient and modem languages, 
and In the useful arts. The school is now 1» opera¬ 
tion, and a considerable number of students are in 
attendance, who are not only taught, but are fed and/ 
clothed, at the expense of the fund, which yields ah ; 
income of sixty or seveuty thousand dollars a yeaarvr 
Every student works In the shop, in the printing^ 
office, on the farm, or in the garden. The workshop \ 
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Is built from the plans of Mr* M. P. Higgins of 
Worcester, and a class of twenty-five boys is making 
good progress. The fapn comprises eight hundred 
and fifty acres, of which a hundred and twenty are 
|ne, rich bottom-lands in the valley of Medium’s 
Niver. The farm last year yielded an Income of four 
thousand dollars. Boys are received at from nine to 
fourteen years of age, and are kept until eighteen. 

— The White Mountain club of Portland held their 
autumn meeting, Oct. 17. The president (ltev, Dr. 
Thomas Hill) narrated his labors in identifying a 
mountain seen from Portland, and hitherto taken for 
the Imp. He finds it U a part of Garter range: the 
true Imp is scarcely visible. 8till another * Imp’ is 
seen fromCopp’s house, near the Glen and Gorham 
road, where it is pointed out by atkge-drivers, etc., as 
the south-west side of the true Imp. Cline’s map 
correctly locates this as another peak. 

— Tim collections of plants made by the late Presi¬ 
dent Chadbourne, comprising thirty-four distinct lots, 
and containing among them some of interest and 
value, are offered for sale by his executor, A. Schenck, 
80 Union Square, New York. 

— Herr Hugo Zdller, who visited the Isthmus of 
Panama and the South-American states as corre¬ 
spondent of the Cologne gazette , has published his 
experiences in two books, the Hm called ‘Her Pana- 
makanal,’ in which he contradicts the too favorable 
reports spread in the European papers as to Mr. Les- 
sepa’ work on the canal, and says his company has 
too little capital to accomplish the undertaking. He 
gives a map of the district, and fully expects to see 
the water-way a fact, and not an idea, within ten 
years, but not through Mr. Lesteps’ means. The sec¬ 
ond book concerns Brasil, and U called * Die deutsch- 
eu im brazlllanlschen urwald.’ 

— T. W. Blakiston contributes to the Japan 
posette of Sept. 8 an account of a voyage across the 
North Pacific, in the ship Undaunted, from Yedo to 
Victoria, V.I., between May 20 and June 21, 1888. 
Temperatures, winds, etc., were carefully noted, and 
the author came to the conclusion that the Kuro siwo 
at thalseason disappears between latitude* 87° and 
82°, and west from east longitude 154°. Eastward from 
this point nothing was seen of warm prater referable 
to that current. 

^ In a paper recently read before the Geographical 
Society of the Pacific, some remarkable statements 
were made in regard to the*&tahlemuts of Norton 
Sound, Alaska. Among other things, if correctly re- 
v ported, the author stated that 4 their customs and 
.part of their language resemble the Chinese greatly.' 
The Mahlemuts are an ordinary small tribe of west¬ 
ern Eskimo, who have been studied by £ number of 
ethnologists, and In no respect differ from the other 
Eskimo tribes of the region. Such wild statements, 

' especially when made before a scientific society, are 
Invariably reproduced in European journals, 
for that reason shouid be noticed and corrected. 

; 1 «** I, G. Swan, who has been investigating the 
^tfcieen Charlotte Islands, returned to Victoria, Sept, 
tft "He discovered a fine deep-water fish, which is 
the food-supply of the coast, and U said to 


occur in large numbers. He also reports finding a 
good harbor hitherto unknown. 

— The volume of Washington astronomical and 
meteorological observations for 1879 has just been 
received at the naval observatory from the govern¬ 
ment printing-office, and will be distributed to cor¬ 
respondents immediately. 

— A third edition, enlarged and improved, of pae- 
tel’s useful catalogue of mollutks, is announced. 
Though by no means available for text-book pur¬ 
poses, and with the usual allowance of errors, this 
publication cannot fail to be useful to all who have a 
large collection of shells to arrange, if it were only 
to furnish a workable foundation. 

— The Iowa academy of sciences met at Ames on 
Sept. 27. Prof. C. B. Bessey of Ames read papers on 
the hybridization of Spirogyra inajuscula and S. pro¬ 
tecta; the effect of frost on leaf-cells, and on certain 
insect-catching glands on a grass. The glands re¬ 
ferred to in the last paper are located on the blossom 
stems of Sporobolis, and secrete a viscous fluid, in 
which insects are entrapped. Their utility in these 
plants seems difficult to understand. In reply to a 
question by Professor Stalker, whether they could 
protect the blossoms from injurious insects, Professor 
Osborn said he thought they might possibly give pro¬ 
tection from Oecldomyiae. Professor Herrick of 
Grinnell d4|tfribed a water-still for obtaining a con¬ 
stant supply of distilled water in laboratories, and 
offered some observations on the Grinnell tornado, 
tending to show that at that point the tornado 
formed a loop In its course. Prof. H. Osborn of 
Ames offered some additions to the list of Iowa in¬ 
sects, in Lepidoptera, Coleoptera, Hemiptera, and 
Neuroptera; notes on Mailopbaga, taken in Iowa; and 
a paper on an epidemic disease attacking Caloptenus 
differential!!. This last is a disease similar in nature 
to that caused by Entomophthora muscae in the com¬ 
mon house-fly, and very fatal to these locusts. It is 
catised by a species apparently now, and shortly to be 
described by Professor Bessey in the American natu¬ 
ralist. 

— The third and fourth parts of volume xiv. of the 
Archiv filr anthropologie contain three original papers, 
as follows; on Hypertrichosis, by Dr. Banke; on the 
eyes of the Fuegians, by Dr. Seggel; and on copper in 
ancient times, by Dr. Beyer. Reviews of the anthro¬ 
pological literature in Russia are prepared by Dr. 
Stieda; in Scandinavian literature, by Miss Julia Mes- 
torf; in American literature, by Dr. Emil Schmidt. 
The last named covers twenty-three closely printed 
quarto pages, and embraces about every paper of im¬ 
portance published in our country during the last 
year, relating to anthropology. The bibliography 
occupies 181 pages, and many of the titles are accom¬ 
panied by a brief note stating the purpose of the pub¬ 
lication. It is a thorough piece of work, and is 
distributed as follows; archeology and priscan history 
(urgeschicT&e), by J. H. Muller, 41 pages; anatomy, 
by Dr. Pauseh, 6 pages; ethnology and travels, by 
Dr. Albrecht Penck, 90 pages; zoology in relation to 
anthropology, by Dr. George Boehm, 28 pages. 

Students in ah branches of science know how dlffi- 
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cult it is to find the thing they are seeking. Between 
those piled up and stowed in great collections and 
those hid away In private museums, much time is 
wasted. Now, the anthropologists of Germany long 
ago felt the necessity of publishing the catalogues of 
the specimens In their great museums; and already 
have appeared five of these In former numbers of 
the At chit. The current number devotes 30 pages to 
the Senckenberg museums in Frankfort-a.-M., with 
tables of measurements and descriptions; and 25 pages 
to the anthropological collection in the Grossherzogll- 
chen naturallen-cabinets im alien schlosse, in Darm¬ 
stadt, also with measurements and descriptions. 
Comparisons, of course, are always odious; but it 
cannot fall to strike our American anthropologists 
that the especial merit of the German system, that 
is, co-operation, is wanting with us. It may also be 
mentioned that none of the foreign anthropological 
societies seem to know any thing about the work In 
progress at the Burgeon-general’s office at Washington. 

— There have been Issued by the government, under 
the direction of Gen. W. B. Haaen, chief signal-officer, 
the meteorological and physical observations on the 
east coast of British America, by Orray Taft Sherman, 
os no. 11 of the * professional papers.* Nos. 8 and 12 
consist of papers on the ‘ Motions of fluids and Bollds * 
and * Popular essays on the movements of the atmos¬ 
phere/ by Prof. W. Ferrcl; the first edited, with notes, 
by Mr. Frank Waldo. No. 9 contains charts and 
tables showing the geographical distribution of rain¬ 
fall in the United States. 

— The new British patent law will go into effect 
Jan, 1, 1884. The patent fee is reduced to about a 
hundred dollars for all fees, including agents* ordi¬ 
nary charges. Provisional protection is extended to 
nine months. Annual taxes are substituted for the 
stamp-duties now charged, although no change has 
been made in the total amount. The new provisions 
apply to applications now in the office. No change 
has been made in regard to examinations. The pat¬ 
ent is issued to any applicant who chooses to pay the 
fees, and without formal examination. A system of 
comparison of the patent claim with the claim for 
which provisional protection has been granted, is, 
however, established, — a commendable innovation, 
and one which might well he supplemented by the 
system of complete examination practised in the 
United States. The duration of the patent is to be 
fourteen years In all cases, irrespective of the expira¬ 
tion of earlier foreign patents on the same device. 
The publication in Great Britain of tbe foreign speci¬ 
fication of the invention does not, under the new 
law, invalidate the British patent. The new law 
will evidently greatly favor the inventor, and the 
change will be likely to prove to be very greatly to 
the advantage of that country as well. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 0, 1883. 

THE LICK TRUST . 

It will bo remembered that a certain portion 
of the large estate of Mr. Lick was to be de¬ 
voted to the uses of science. A specific sum 
of seven hundred thousand dollars was to be 
expended in the purchase of the most powerful 
telescope attainable, and in the construction of 
an observatory on Mount Hamilton; and the 
unexpended balance of this sum was to consti¬ 
tute a permanent fund for the maintenance of 
the observatory. Many specific bequests were 
made for other purposes not scientific; and 
after all these specific sums had been paid, it 
was provided that the sum remaining over 
should be divided between the Society of pio¬ 
neers of California and the California academy 
of sciences. Science is interested, also, in this 
last bequest. It will be remembered that many 
changes of trustees, and also of the form of 
tho gift, were made in the early years of the 
trust; and that vexatious suits were entered 
by supposed heirs of Mr. Lick, which were 
successively decided by the courts. At pres¬ 
ent a definite construction of the deed of trust 
has been made by the supreme court of Cali¬ 
fornia, from which there is naturally no appeal; 
and the trustees are actiug under this construc¬ 
tion. 

During the period of years over which the 
preliminary litigation extended, a great shrink¬ 
age in the values of real estate took place in 
California, as well as elsewhere in the United 
States. At the end of these litigations, the 
trustees found themselves in control of much 
valuable property, which could be sold only at 
a great loss. If it had been sold at that time, 
there would have been no money left to divide 
between the pioneers and the academy; and 
not only this, but some of tho specific bequests 
would have remained unfulfilledt it was there¬ 
fore the policy of the trustees to manage the 

' No. 40.-im 


estate carefully, and to sell only to advantage. 
In this way onlj’, would the residuary legatees 
receive any considerable sum. The estate has 
certainly been well managed : for from Dec. 1, 
1870, taOct. 1, 1883, the aggregate net profits 
have been $4511,458, or over $00,000 per year. 
There was no surplus to divide in 1870 ; while, 
at the present time, some $102,000 remains 
over, free of nil specific bequests. It therefore 
would appear that the trustees have deserved 
well of science for their careful administration 
of the trust. 

Their policy has clearly been wise, when 
looked at without prejudice: but it has not 
been acceptable to the residuary legatees, 
since they have not yet received any immedi¬ 
ate benefit; nor can they, under the decision 
of the court, until the whole estate is settled, 
and all specific bequests are fulfilled. 

This is no doubt annoying to the academy 
of sciences, which has so many useful purposes 
which could be served by an increased income. 
It is specially annoying to the pioneers, who 
all came to California in 1*40-50, and who, 
therefore, are all men in middle life. When 
the French countess heard of the Montgolfiers' 
balloon ascension, she exclaimed that these 
men would certainly invent the art of never 
dying; but she added pensively, 6 It will be 
when I am dead.* This is the very natural 
attitude of the pioneers; and it is this that 
has led to a recent savage attack on the 
trustees, reports of which have appeared in 
the San Francisco and other papers. These 
attacks have been directed against the whole 
action of the trustees, without discrimination. 
It is, however, clear, that the actions of the 
trustees must be considered in two ways. 
Most of their official acts have been done un¬ 
der specific directions of the courts of law. 
These acts are much complained of by the 
residuary legatees : but it is obvious that such 
complaints are idle ; for, if the trustees had not 
obeyed the orders of the courts, they would 
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have been long since expelled from thejsr re¬ 
sponsible positions. The remaining acts com¬ 
plained of have been done in pursuance of the 
general policy just outlined. It seems equally 
clear that these complaints, though natural, 
are unjust. The residuary legatees have now 
$192,000 to divide. It is not long since they 
had nothing. Science is certainly grnfccM to 
the trustees, since their economical policy has 
already saved a large sum which will event¬ 
ually go to making the California academy 
of sciences more powerful and useful than it 
now is. 

With regard to the other bequest in which 
science is interested, —* namely, the Lick ob¬ 
servatory, — there is every reason to be ex¬ 
tremely grateful to the trustees for their wise 
administration of the trust. 

Their economy has certainly been remarka¬ 
ble. Thev' have expended on the observatory 
to Oct. 1, 1888, $ 154,f»27.98 ; and they Mve 
remaining $545*472.02. This $155,000 has 
done the following things : the top of a bleak 
mountain four thousand feet above the sea, 
and twenty-seven miles from a town, has been 
levelled off so as to give a sufficient area for 
the buildings (forty thousand tons of rock 
have been removed for this purpose alone) ; 
brick enough to complete the whole of the 
buildings has been made on the side of the 
mountain, and delivered at the top, at a total 
cost less than the price of hauling the same 
amount from the nearest town; a handsome 
and well-built main building is now nearly fin¬ 
ished (the large dome alone remains ; a small 
dome, containing a very perfect twelve-inch 
equatorial by Clark, has beeu in use since 
November, 1881) ; a four-inch transit instru¬ 
ment, in a convenient house, is in complete 
working-order; a photoheliograph in a perma¬ 
nent house has been in use since December, 
1882; the house for the meridian circle is 
begun; the meridian circle is half paid for, 
and a payment has been made on the large 
telescope. This is the work which is to be seen 
on the mountain-top proper. Just below this 
are the houses for the workmen, shops, stables, 
etc., all iii good condition, and a very com- 
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piete system of water-supply in frill working- 
order. • 

It will appear to any competent person that 
this work has been done thoroughly, and that 
it has been done economically. At the same 
rate of expenditure, at least $300,000 will 
remain as a permanent fund for the support 
of the observatory. 

It therefore appears that the trustees have 
deserved well of science in their administra¬ 
tion of their trust, not only in regard to the 
California academy of sciences, but also in 
relation to the Lick observatory ; and it should 
be the desire of all interested in the adminis¬ 
tration of this trust to strengthen the hands 
of the trustees in the continuance of their wise 
policy. 

WHIRL WINDS, CYCLONES, AND TOR - 
NADOESA — II. 

The further growth of the desert-whirl may 
be briefly described. The air standing quietly 
on a flat, dry surface allows the lower strata to 
be quickly warmed to a high temperature. If 
the air were in motion* no part of it would re¬ 
main long enough close to the ground to be 
greatly warmed; if the surface were not flat, 
the lower air would flow up the slopes as soon 
as it was a little heated, and not wait to ac¬ 
quire a high temperature; if the surface were 
wet, much of the sun's heat would be occupied 
in evaporating the water (as will be explained 
below), and would so be lost,to the lower airr 
it is therefore only in calm weather, on ft 
desert plain, that the sun can succeed in warm¬ 
ing the lower air to excess, and so produce ft 
very unstable equilibrium, and a strong up¬ 
draught when the upsetting begins. The longer 
the delay before the overturning, the more 
heat-energy is accumulated, and the more vio¬ 
lent the motion when it begins. The lower 
air rises at some point against the oppression 
of the upper layers. The surrounding warm 
air flows in from all sides toward this central 
pdinfc, and follows the leader. Soon the mo¬ 
tion becomes general and lively, dust and; 
sand arc blown along toward the centre, lifted 
and carried hloft with the ascending air 
in its rapidly rising current, and then the 
whirling column becomes visible. When thnr 
established, the increased velocity and the rota** 
ry motion Of the air near the centre are con¬ 
stant characteristics of the upsetting. Thirjk^ /; 

■ ' ' ■ , t 0 »i»Uqq^ finim No. ' ’ *'■ 
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or forty~feet to one side, the wind may not be 
strong enough to brush along the sand, and a 
few hundred feet away it may not be percepti¬ 
ble ; but at the centre it makes a distinct rush¬ 
ing or roaring sound, and carries light objects 
upwards, sometimes to a height of several thou¬ 
sand feet. This increase of velocity of the sur¬ 
face indraught toward the point of its upward 
escape is a general feature of the motion of a 
mass of free particles along a path of Varying 
width: the narrower the path, the faster the 
motion. The same increase is seen in the 
growing velocity of a stream running out of 
a lake, so beautifully shown where the Rhone 


those of the tornado, as will be shown far¬ 
ther on. 

The second characteristic feature of the 
wind’s motion gives name to the storm. A 
whirl must necessarily be formed when the air 
moves inwards from all sides towards a centre, 
for the indraughts will surely fail to follow pre¬ 
cisely radial lines. Their aim will be a little 
inexact; and, as they pass to one side or the 
other of the centre, a turning must begin in a 
direction determined by the strongest current. 
This, once begun, is maintained by the centrifu¬ 
gal force that arises from it; and the size of 
the central whirl will then depend on the bal- 



Fr«. 3. Cfakon from Arnfr.joum, *c., 1861.) 


flows from Lake Geneva, or, more simply and 
prosaically, in the running of water from a tub 
by the escape-pipe: In the case of a desert- 
whirl, the central wind is held by friction with 
the surface sands much below the velocity it 
might attain; for; it mast be remembered that 
these whirls are supplied by a comparatively 
thin layer of superheated air next to the 
ground, often not more than four or five feet 
thick. The restraint of friction on such a 
layer will be very considerable-, and its motion 
can seldom reach a disastrous strength. It 
is probable that in the desert sand-storms, 
vrhich are described as overwhelming caravans, 
there is a mutch thicker mass of air in ac¬ 
tivity, arid the conditions of motion approach 


ance between the centripetal and centrifugal 
forces. In ascending at the centre, the wind 
follows an upward spiral course, like the thread 
of a screw of steep pitch, with a diameter of 
five to twenty feet. The direction of turning 
is indifferently one way or the other, accord¬ 
ing to the side on which the indraught happens 
to pass the centre. The height to which the 
whirling column rises will be determined by its 
mixture with the adjoining air, and consequent 
cooling until its temperature is that of indiffer¬ 
ent equilibrium ; and at this elevation the cur¬ 
rent will turn and spread laterally to make 
room for that which follows. Such a whirl will 
continue as long as its cause last*; that is, as 
long as it is supplied with warm air at the base. 
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Manifestly it must stop in the afternoon, as the 
sun’s heat decreases; and it can never occur 
at night, for then the surface-air is, as a rule, 
cooler than that above, and the atmospheric 
equilibrium is correspondingly stable. Further, 
the whirl will remain at one place, unless, as is 
often the case, it is carried along by a general 
motion of the upper air. 

There is a very strong point of evidence, if 
any is needed, in favor of the*view that heat 
applied to the lower layers of the air will pro¬ 
duce a whirlwind. This is the fact of their pro¬ 



duction over fires. Much interest was excited 
in this question in connection with the arti¬ 
ficial causing of rain, some forty years ago, in 
this country; and observations were carefully 
made of the whirls formed over burning woods 
and canebrakes, showing them to be very sim¬ 
ilar in form and action to those naturally aris¬ 
ing on dry plains (fig. 8). Similar whirls have 
been seen over volcanoes (fig. 4); and on a 
calm day the smoke ascending from a factory 
chimney may be seen to have a slow rotary 
motion. Heat is therefore an amply sufficient 
cause of such disturbances. No other excite¬ 
ment is needed, and electricity has no essential 
part to play. In recognizing this, we see the 
chief difference between the older and newer 
theories of stoma* 


Sand-whirls are common in all desert or 
dry regions, where they often have the name 
of spirits or devils, from the fantastic and 
apparently evil way in which they flit across 
the burning sands. They have neither clouds 
nor rain. When well and frequently devel¬ 
oped, they may grow to dangerous strength, 
and lift much dust and sand into the upper air, 
where it is blown long distances before falling. 
In this way they serve as important geologic 
agents. Vessels west of the Sahara, or east of 
China, are thus often powdered over with fine 
dust slowly settling down after a long flight 
from its desert source. 

The smaller w’ater-spouts, doubtless, belong 
near here in our scheme of classification; but 
as they arc usually aided by vapor-force, and 
approach the character of tornadoes, their con¬ 
sideration is beat deferred till later. 

Finally, before going on to the larger storms, 
one point of much importance must be empha¬ 
sized. The change from the stable equilibrium 
of night and early morning to the unstable of 
noon is effected entirely by the sun’s heat, 
which warms the lower air, and causes it to ex¬ 
pand. In expanding, it lifts all the upper air 
that rests on it; and this is no stn&U piece of 
work, for the air that is lifted weighs about a 
ton over every square foot. When a point of 
escape is found, the heavy upper air sinks 
again, as the expanded air is drained off (up¬ 
wards) at the centre. It is this gravitative 
force of the sinking air-mass thaf; causes the 
dust-whirl wind, in re-arranging the disturbed 
equilibrium of the atmosphere; but gravity 
would have no chance to show its strength, if 
the air had not been lifted by force from the 
sun. The winds of a dust-storm, therefore, 
depend on gravitative force brought into play 
by the sun’s heat. All storms and all winds 
have more or less closely this relation to solar 
energy and terrestrial gravity, 

{To bt conUnutd.) 


THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EX* 
HIBITION. —FOURTH PAPER . 

On the 1st of October, at noon, the number 
of visitors to the exhibition passed the much 
desired limit of two millions; and, although 
the rainy season had set in, the daily average 
of attendance was still increasing. The finan¬ 
cial success of the enterprise was more than 
certain two months ago; and the receipts of 
each day since have been swelling the surplus 
ftmd, the disposal of which is now afruitftrt 
subject of discussion in England. Although 
the organization is aprivate one, the character 



November 9, 1883.] 


SCIENCE 


613 


of the men in control of it, and the recognition 
granted by the Queen and the Prince of Wales, 
render it oertain that the profits will he devoted 
to some public enterprise. In the midst of 
multifarious minor propositions, two plans are 
receiving serious support. One of these is 
that first brought forward by Professor Ray 
Lankester, in his address upon 1 The (possible) 
scientific results of the exhibition/ and relates 
to the establishment of a laboratory of marine 
zofilogy in Great Britain, for the joint ad¬ 
vantage of fisheries and science. Professor 
Lankester's original memorial was signed by 
sixteen leading men of science, and has since 
had the indorsement of the British association. 
The rival scheme relates to the establishment 
of an orphanage for fishermen's children ; and 
this, as may be imagined, is much more popu¬ 
lar among the people and their newspaper 
exponents. One influential trade-journal ex¬ 
presses itself in energetic fashion in a para¬ 
graph which I cannot refrain from quoting, 
since it shows how little the opinion of a large 
class of Englishmen has been acted upon by 
the leaven of scientific thought. Speaking 
of the meeting of the British association, the 
editorial proceeds: — 

“The conductors of the daily prints, always very 
amiable to the promoters of these useless gatherings, 
fool the navemts to the top of their bent by reporting 
the ‘papers* and discussious at an absurd length, 
thus making the credulous ‘scientists* believe that 
the public takes a lively Interest in their proceedings. 
... It is [the president’s] grim task to write an 
‘ address * usually so wildly mystifying as to drive 
hts hearers and readers to the verge of idiocy. By 
common consent, this year’s presidential address was 
not only more bewildering than any previously deliv¬ 
ered, hut absolutely Incomprehensible ; and it Is 
charitably hoped that the Southport meeting is the 
beginning of the end. But these dreamy gentlemen 
are sufficiently wide awake to their own interests. 

. . . This they are, of course, entitled to do; and, if 
they can squeeze any money out of the public or 
out of the government, to aid them in the pursuit 
of their ‘ fads/ we shall have nothing to say* When, 
however, they go to the length of proposing to get a 
portion of the fisheries exhibition surplus into their 
hands for the purpose of establishing ‘a marine zoo¬ 
logical station on the English coast/ we take leave 
to denounce such a proceeding as both audacious and 
preposterous/’ etc. 

In the mean time the executive committee 
makes no promises, except in' the proposition 
to expend the sum necessary to bring over a 
Cape-Ami schooner, with a selected crew of 
fishermen, to demonstrate the American meth¬ 
ods of fishing with pti&e, sfiind, deep-sea trawl- 
lines, and dories, on those parts of the British 
coasts fe which their use may be practicable, 
If any precedent is jwfcuiiea for devoting a 
pari of the proceeds to setettthlo ends, they 


have only to look to the Edinburgh exhibition 
of 1882, the surplus of which to the amount 
of nearly eight thousand dollars has been given 
to establish a marine laboratory near Edin¬ 
burgh, under the direction of Mr. John Mur¬ 
ray of the Challenger, and others. It is to 
be hoped that the demands of science will 
be remembered. Charities of all descriptions 
flourish luxuriantly in England, but the work¬ 
ers in science spem to feel that their needs are 
often seriously neglected, 

The amount of the surplus is variously esti¬ 
mated at from forty thousand to a hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. The management 
is not satisfied with the present success, how¬ 
ever, and has leased the grounds for three 
years more from the commissioners of the 
exhibition of 1851, who, it will be remem¬ 
bered, bought with the surplus of that great 
enterprise those tracts of laud now so valuable, 
on which all the museums and schools of 
science and art in South Kensington are now 
placed. Three great international exhibitions, 
•similar in plan to the fisheries exhibition, are 
to follow, year by year; and by the end of 
1886 the buildings will have more than paid 
for themselves, and a substantial sum will have 
accumulated, to be used, perhaps, in continu¬ 
ing the exhibition and museum movement 
which England has found to be so valuable to 
its intellectual and industrial welfare. The 
character of these exhibitions has not yet 
been determined upon. That of 1884 would 
doubtless have been devoted to horticulture, 
floriculture, and forestry, had not Scotland 
pre-occupied the flold with a similar undertak¬ 
ing, and already secured the patronage of 
royalty. Edinburgh will therefore have its 
4 international exhibition of objects relating 
to practical and scientific forestry and forest 
products 9 next year; and London will follow 
in 1885 with a forestry exhibition, which can¬ 
not fell to be Of world-wide importance. The 
London fisheries exhibition of 1888 gained 
much through the experiences of similar exhi¬ 
bitions in Norwich in 1881, and Edinburgh in 
1882* The subject of the London exhibition 
of 1884 is not announced, but it is very possi- 
blethat it will have to do with food-produets. 
Another programme, hinted at by the Prince 
of Wales In his speech at the close of the ex¬ 
hibition, provides for a hygienic exhibition in 
1884, One of the progress of invention in 1885, 
and in 1826 an exhibition of colonial products. 

The literature of the exhibition is one of 
its most important features. Almost every sub¬ 
ject connected with marine zodlogy and the 
technology of fishing has been discussed in at 
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least one special essay, The papers published 
by several foreign governments have been of 
groat importance, particularly the treatises by 
Grimm* upon the fishes ami fisheries of Russia, 
and by A post elides, upon those of Greece. 
Those issued officially by the exhibition have 
been numerous, and, if the truth must be told, 
no means of equal merit. None, however, 
are without value ; and several, especially those 
by Huxley, Levi, Hubreeht, Lankcstcr, and 
Day, are important contributions to science. 

The official catalogue, edited by Mr. A. >1. 
R. Trended of the South Kensington museum, 
well known in America as the. secretary of 
the British commission to our exhibition in 
1870 at Philadelphia, is in itself a contribu¬ 
tion to knowledge, and a model for the 
guidance of future exhibition administrations. 
Each section is introduced by nn essay by 
some recognized authority, and signed. Much 
serious work has been done by the English 
leriodicals in recording the teachings of the ex- 
libition. Nature, under the head of 4 Zoology 
at the fisheries exhibition,’ has had a review 
of the vertebrates by Professor Giglioli, and of 
the invertebrates by Professor Ray La like s- 
ter; also a paper on the present, state of flsh- 
c til lure as illustrated at the exhibition, by Mr. 
Kuril. The birds have been considered by 
Mr. Howard Saunders in the Ibis, and by Mr, 
J. K. Hurting in the Zoologist. Mr. Gwynn 
Jeffreys described the molluscan collections in 
the Annals and magazine of natural history. 
Mr. Dunell, Mr. W. B. Tegetineier, Mr. Senior, 
and others have reviewed the technological 
features in the Field , and Mr. Pell Woods, the 
oyster-collections in Land and water; while 
Engineering has had an elaborate series of 
illustrated papers upon the vessels and scien¬ 
tific instruments, devoting several numbers to 
describing the U. 8. steamer Albatross and its 
equipment, and to American devices for the 
exploration of the depths of the sea. 

An official review', elaborately illustrated, of 
the exhibition and its teachings, is being pre- 

S ared for the British government by Hon. 

pencer Walpole, governor of the Isle of Man, 
well known as the colleague of Huxley and 
Buckland in the various fishery commissions 
from time to time instituted by Parliament. 

Nearly ever}' European government has sent 
hither specialists to report upon special sub¬ 
jects*, Among the most eminent of these men 
of science have been Dr. Stemdacbner of 
Vienna, Dn ttauvage of Paris, Dr. Mdbius 
of Kiel, Professor Beneoke of Kfinigsberg, 
Professor Hubreeht and Dr. Van Bemmelen 
of Hlrecht, Professor Giglioliof Florence, Dr. 


von Grimm of ,St, Petersburg, Dr. Malmgron 
of Elhland, Professor Torell of Stockholm, Dr. 
Buch. of Christiania, Mr. E. 1\ Ham say of 
Sydney, Capfc. Cornering of the Spanish navy, 
and Col. Sola of Madrid. The reports yet to 
bo published will perhaps swell the literature 
of the exhibition to double its present bulk, 
and will be of interest to investigators in every 
department. 

The exhibition was formally closed on the 
31st of October by the Prince of Wales, who 
in hi^ speech upon this occasion made certain 
very fitting allusions to the work of his father, 
Prince Albert, in the promotion of interna¬ 
tional exhibitions. G. Biiown Goooe. 


.4 FOUR-LA YS’ CRUISE OF THE ALBA¬ 
TROSS.' 

We 1 eft. Wood’s Hull at 4.10 i\m., Sept, 
29, lor an offshore dredging-trip. The weath¬ 
er was clear and pleasant, with light southerly 
winds and smooth sea. 

At 9,02 a.m. the following day, we sounded 
in 1,342 fathoms, — bottom, globigerina ooze ; 
latitude 39° 20' north, longitude 70° oH' 40" 
west, — and at 9.38 put over the beam-trawl, 
veering to 1,9(10 fathoms of rope. It was up 
again at 1.03 i\m., the net containing a large 
number of specimens. [Station 2,09.0.] 

The trawl was cast again at 2.44 i\m., in 
1,451 fathoms, latitude 39° 22' 20" north, lon¬ 
gitude 70° 52' 20" west. The bottom specimen 
brought up in the Sigsbee cup was the same 
as that of the former cast: but the trawl con¬ 
tained a granite stone weighing a hundred and 
seventy pounds, several small stones, small 
pieces of cinder, and lumps of hard clay; 
there were also several small specimens of 
wbit appeared to be oxidized iron. The haul 
was very successful, being particularly rich in 
foransintfera. [Station 2,090.] 

As soon as the trawl was up, a set of serial 
temperatures and specific gravities was taken 
to 1,000 fathoms. A temperature of 0G° was 
found at 25 fathoms, G54° at GO fathoms, and 
57^° at 40 fathoms. These strata of cold and 
warm water are the rule rather than the ex¬ 
ception, in this locality; but, thinking that 
pOMibly the observation at 40 fathoms had 
been read incorrectly, it was verified, using 
an#ber instrument, which registered 551°, 

At 8,22 p.m. we started ahead south % west 

* Hfpopt to Prof. 8, P. TUrna, U.S, rtorami^wloner of fish and 
fUh«dt!*> j>y UfUtfOiimiB»Hd«r Z, L. Tanneji, U.8.K,, com- 
m*ndtnff tf S meather, Albatron, kindly placod 

At oar wrvtoft by Profoawor Baird. Homo of the appendices arc 
abbi^Viatad to lave ropatltlou. 
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(magnetic),, running on that course till 5.30 
a.m., Oct. 1, when we Bounded in 1,917 fath¬ 
oms,— latitude 37° 50' 20" north, longitude 
70° 57' 30" west; bottom, globigerina ooze, — 
and at 6.IK put the beam-trawl over, veering 
to 2,000 fathoms. It was on the bottom at 
8.04 ; and at 9.04 we began heaving in, land¬ 
ing it on the deck at 10.42 a.m., having made 
a successful haul. [Station 2,097.] 

At 2.08 p.m. the beam-trawl was lowered 
again in 2,221 fathoms, latitude 37° 40' 30" 
north, longitude 70° 37' 30" west. Jtr was 
down, with 3,000 fathoms of rope out, at 1.03 


p.m., dragged till 5.14 p.m., and was landed, 
after a. successful haul, at 7.24 p.m. [Station 
2,098.] 

At 7.34 p.m. started ahead south-south-cast 
(magnotic), ran till 3.26 a.m., and lay to 
until daylight (about 5.30 a.m.), when we 
sounded in 2,949 fathoms, — bottom, globige¬ 
rina ooze; latitude 37° 12' 20" north, longi¬ 
tude 69° 39' west, — near the centre of the 
Gulf Stream. The siuker, sixty-four pounds 
weight, was thirty-four minutes in reaching 
the bottom; and the specimen-cup came up in 
thirty-six minutes. The thermometer regis¬ 
tered at some intermediate depth not far from 
the surface, having capsized in some way in 
its descent. [Station 2,099.] The net of 


the beam-trawl was examined with great care, 
and every foreign substance removed, so that 
there should be no doubt as to whether speci¬ 
mens found were taken during the haul, or 
were iu the net when it went down. 

At 7.14 a.m. the trawl was put over, reach¬ 
ing the bottom at 10.13J, having veered 
4,100 fathoms of rope. At 0.54 p.m. began 
heaving up, and at 3.18 p.m. it was landed 
on deck. It was a success Ail haul iu every 
respect. 

The moderate breeze of the morning in¬ 
creased to a strong wind with heavy swell 
before the trawl was up, making 
it doubtful whether we should 
succeed in landing it. A set of 
serial temperatures and specific 
gravities was attempted after fin¬ 
ishing the haul; but the strong 
current, high wind, rugged sea, 
and threatening weather forced 
us to give it up after having 
veered 300 fathoms of rope. The 
method adopted to regulate the 
drift was at least original. The 
current of the stream was so 
strong that the trawl would not 
take the bottom; and, to effect 
this object, an officer was sta¬ 
tioned on the forecastle with a 
dredging quadrant, constantly ob¬ 
serving the angle of the dredge- 
rope, the engines being moved 
with sufficient speed to maintain 
it within certain prescribed limits. 

At 4.30 p.m., moderate gale 
from south-west; hove to under 
fore storm-staysail, head to the 
southward, drifting rapidly with 
the stream about north-east by 
cast. At midnight it was blow¬ 
ing a moderate gale with heavy 
sea, barometer 29.76, the air exceedingly sul¬ 
try, and incessant flashes of lightning in every 
direction. At 1.40 a.m*, 3d ihst., started 
ahead, course north, and ran under moderate 
speed till 11.05 a.m., when, wind and sea hav¬ 
ing moderated, we sounded in 1,628 fathoms, 
globigerina ooze, — latitude 39° 22' north, lon¬ 
gitude 68° 34' 30" west, — and at 12.13 p.m. 
put the beam-trawl over, veering to 2,800 
fathoms. There was still a fresh breeze from 
north-West, with heavy swell and very strong 
stream. The trawl was down at 1.59, dragged 
till 3.08, and was landed at 4.25 p.m. There 
were some interesting specimens, but most of 
the things were washed out of the net on the 
way up* [Station 2,100.] 
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At 4.81 p.m. wo sounded in 1,686 fathoms, 
glbbigerina ooze,— latitude 39° 18' 30" north, 
longitude 68° 24' west,—and at 5.15 p.m. 

? «t the trawl over, veering to 2,650 fathoms, 
t was on the bottom at 7.10, began heaving 
up at 8.15, and landed it on deck at 9.39 p.m. 
The heavy' swell and strong stream combined 
washed a large proportion of the specimens 
from the net, but several new or rare species 
were secured. [Station 2,101.] 

A course was laid to the northward as soon 
as the haul was finished, and the speed regis¬ 
tered so as to strike the 100-fathom line in 
longitude 67° 50' west, at day light, when we 
proposed setting a trawl-line for tile-fish. We 
were on the ground at the proper time ; but 
the weather was so boisterous that it w r as not 
considered prudent to lower a boat. It was 
too rough even for dredging; and, as our coal- 
supply was* nearly exhausted, we started for 
port. 

We encountered strong head-winds during 
the day, finally anchoring in Tarpaulin Cove 
at 10.40 p.m. , where we remained till 6 a.m. 
on the 5th, when we got underway, and arrived 
at Wood’s Iloli at 6.40, making fast to our 
moorings. 


List of fishes obtained. 

BV ENSIGN B. H. MINER, U.B.N. 

Station 2,095. — Bathysaurus Agftssi7.il, Btomiae fe~ 
rox, Macrurus asper, Coryphaenohles carapinus, Ha- 
losaurus m&crochir, Halnporphyrus viola, Cyclothone 
lusca, ami owe new species. 

Station 2,096, — Eurypharynx, Haloporphyrus viola, 
Macmrus asper, Syn&pliubrauoUus piim&tus, Halo- 
Haurus macrochlr, Coryphaenoides carapinus. 

Station 2,007. — lierycid (new species), Macrurns 
asper, Cyclothone luaca, Seopelus. 

Station 2,098. —Maerurus asper, 

Station 2,099, — Cyclothone lusca, Bcopelus, Bery- 
oid (new species), two new species. 

Station 2,100.—Cyclothone lusca, Seopelus, Forci- 
piohthys. 

Station 2,101. — Berycld (new species), Euryphar- 
ynx, Cyclothone lusca, Argyropelocus Olforsil, Ster- 
uoptyx dlaphana, Seopelus, two new species. 

Register of Invertebrates captured. 

by j. k. BENKiner. 

The results obtained were good, notwithstanding 
the sea was quite rough much of the time. The sur¬ 
face-nets wore In use when practicable, and a number 
of fine specimens were taken in them. As hereto¬ 
fore, schools of squid were seen in the water, Illumi¬ 
nated by the arc-light. One of the crew captured 
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three of them with the squid-jig. Several land birds 
wen* seen far out at *ea. .A pair of kingfishers (Oe- 
ryle aieyon) flew About near station 2,0l)fi. A pair of 
fish-hawks (Paudiou liaUaetus) acted as if they were 
at home near station 2,01)1), 250 miles from land. A 
golden-winged wood pecker (C'olaptes auraUt") and a 
song-sparpow (Melospiza melodla) came on board to 
rest, at station 2,100, 

The principal invertebrates taken were as follows 

Station 2,005. — The sounding-cup brought up ooze 
containing foramlnifera from a dept h of 1,842 fathoms. 
The beam-trawl was put over with wings all ached. 
Among its invertebrates were twenty-five holmhurl- 
ans (Benthodit.es), many large zoroaslers, several 
cup-corals (Flabellum)* a shrimp uine inches long 
with very large eggs, three specimens of a crab (20a- 
lacantlm). Some of Hie holothurians were placed in 
picric acid before putting them into weak alcohol. 
A portion of the eggs were taken from Hie lafge 
shrimp, and preserved in M Oiler’s fluid for the study 
of the embryos, which were plainly visible within. 

Station 2,000.— Again the sounding-cup brought up 
ooze with foramiuifera, this time from a depth of 
1,451 fathoms, Strange to.say, a large stone, weigh¬ 
ing upward of a hundred and seventy pounds, was 
brought up with sponges and worm-tubes attached. 
This would, 1 think, preclude the possibility of its 
being below the surface of the foramlnlferoua ooze, 
which came up in quantity sufficient to yield two 
quarts of clean foramlnifera. The principal ingre¬ 
dients found in the stone were quart z, hornblende, and 
iron. Eighteen holotlmrians (BenthodUes), many 
specimens of ii small ophiuran, a few large shrimp, 
and some small shells, made up the bulk of the ma¬ 
terial. 

Station 2,007. — Bottom, ooze, with foramlnifera 
from a depth of 1,1)17 fathoms. One ampbipod three 
indues and a half long, shrimp, Eplzoaiuhus on 
hermit-crabs (species unknown), Urticina concord 
Verr, on Sympagurus pictus Smith, Opldoglypha con- 
vexa Lym. ami Ophiomusium arrnigemm Lym. in 
small numbers, a starfish remarkable for its large 
madreporlc plate and ambulacra! feet, small aseldb 
ans coated with foramlnifera. 

Station 2,0ft&— Depth, 2,221 fathoms. Epizoanthus, 
Urticina concors Verr on Sympagurus pictus Smith, 
Opldoglypha convexa Lym. and Ophiomuslum arroi- 
gerum Lym., also a few shells. 

Stailon 2,009. — This haul was remarkablefrom the 
fact that the sou tiding was in water 2,949 fathoms. 
This is perhaps the deepest water ever successfully 
•Invaded by a large trAwl: certainly It is the deepest 
we have record of with any trawl. The trawl went 
down more than three miles at the end of upwards 
of four miles and a half of wire rope without cap¬ 
sizing, and that In the middle of the Gulf Stream, 
while the water was quite rough. That there might 
be no question as to the specimens brought up, the 
captain had the net thoroughly cleaned before it was 
put over the side, Tim amount of material brought 
up was not large. The only specimens from the bot¬ 
tom were a species of Boltenia, and many fragments 
of a Bryoxoon we had not seen before. A fine large 


sehizopod, with several species ot shrimp and small 
Crustacea, were taken in good condition. These, with 
a eephalopod ami the fish, made it one of the best 
hauls. 

Station 2,100, with a depth of i,G2$ fathoms, and 
2,10! with a depth of 1,000 fathoms, brought us only 
shrimp and fi*h. 

Specific gravities of sea-water. 

BY V. A. BUKGKON, C. U. ilKUNDON, t/.S.N. 





! c 
■8 
£ 

*2 4t 

4, *3 

■w & ^ 

* 6 £ 

ii a • 

’£ 

1 




3 


w q bft? 

£ 

o 

1)atk. 

Station. 

1 

j 

! 

s 

S 

SnC a, 

£« H 

s§ © 

rt e 

r.. 

lui 

c-'C C w 

e i> Si 2 
1 

60) 

u 

«? 

l 

CD 

1 

3 

ts 

A. 

12 «. 








Bcpt. SO . 

*• ao . 

2,095 

SutflUH*. 

'71* 

00* 

71” 

1.0261 

1.O26TO0 

3,01*5 

5 

71 

67 

71 

3.0251 

1.026706 

0 l*.M. 








Sept. JW . 

2,«96 

Surface, 

70 

70 

72 

1.03ftt 

1 026804 

2*090 

ft 

70 

67 .6 

72 

1.0261 

1.026864 


2,00ft 

10 

70 

68 

72 

1 0251 

1 026864 

II 

2,000 

ir> 

70 

68 

72 

1 0252 

1.026904 

»* , 

2,00ft 

20 

70 

67 

71 

1.0263 

I.U260O0 

*• 

2,00 ft 

2 ft 

70 

ftfi 

07 

1.0267 

1.0266HT 

“ 

2,00ft 

40 

70 

67 .ft 

67 

1.0264 

1,027387 

‘i 

2,006 

m 

70 

66 .6 

(17 

1.0260 

1.027687 

«« 

2,00ft 

100 

7f> 

66.6 

84 

1.0236 

1.027612 

•• 

2,00ft 

200 

70 

47 

85 

1.0235 

1.027600 

7 F.M. 







B«pt. ao . 

2,00ft 

300 

70 

40 .6 

8ft 

1.0205 

1.027600 

2.006 

400 

70 

40 

86 

1,0206 

1.027600 


2,000 

flflO 

70 

40 

86 

LOttlfi 

1.027600 

** , 

2,09ft 

000 

70 

39 .ft 

8ft 

1.0233 

1.027016 

*« 

2,006 

700 

70 

39 .ft 

So 

1.0236 

1.02760O 

*r 

2,00ft 

800 

70 

38 .6 

85 

1.0236 

1.027700 

.4 

2,00ft 

900 

70 

39 

8ft 

1.0236 

1.02781,0 

8 1 MS. 








Sept. SO . 

C jvjj. 

2,00ft 

1,000 

70 

38 .6 

86 

1.0235 

1.027816 

Oct. 1 . 

2,007 

Surface. 

GO 

60 

7 ft 

1.0253 

1 027566 

*• 

2,007 

ft 

66 

68 

75 

1.0253 

1.02766ft 

2 IMS. 
Oct. 2 . 

2,098 

Surface. 

79 

74 

76 

1.0248 

1.027232 

« 

2,008 

ft 

79 

72 ' 

7U 

3.0248 

1.027232 

7 P.M. 
Oot. ( 3 . 

2,101 

Surface. 

ftft 

88 

7ft 

1.0246 

3,026805 


2,lot 

5 

S3 

69 

73 

1,0248 

1,026724 


THE ZOOLOGICAL STATION OF 
HOLLAND .* 

Eon some years past, zoological science has been 
pursuing a course abounding In brilliant discoveries* 
The examination, however minute, of animals pre¬ 
served in collections, no longer satisfies the naturalist: 
he must study the living animal. Kodlogy has become 
experimental. On all sides, maritime stations are 
being established, Kutnerous works on anatomy and 
embryology have cleared up the philosophical theory 
of the transformation of animals by showing that 
the metamorphose*, which, less than half a century 
ago, were almost unknown, are very common among 
marine animals, 

Holland, which has produced so many great anat¬ 
omists and such patient naturalists, seemed to be 
tardy In following the example of neighboring nations, 
when, on the 4th of December, 1875, at the instiga- 
> TrsosUtod from to Jf&turt of Sept, S* 
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tlon of Professor Hoffman, Its president, the Zofi* 
logical society of the Netherlands voted to erect a 
aoblogical station on the shore of the North Sea. A 
committee, composed of Messrs. Hoffman, Hubrecht, 
and Hoek, decided on the erection of a station which 
could be easily transferred from one point to another 
on the Netberlaud coast. With its sandy shores 
and gradual slope, Holland has, it is true, a com¬ 
paratively poor xodlogical fauna. The committee 
thought, therefore, and rightly, that a movable station 
would be more serviceable, as it would permit suc¬ 
cessive exploration of various parts of the shore. 

The appeal made by the Netherland society to the 


forms which constitute the wealth of rocky bottoms. 
Few species can resist the sand which covers and 
smothers them. But While the downs extend west of 
the city of Heldcr, at the north there rises a spur 
of granite and basalt, in the Irregularities of which 
numerous animals find shelter: it is the only point 
on the coasts of Holland. where seaweeds are found. 
The minister of the marine having consented to place 
twice a week a steam-launch at the disposal of the 
commission, the little dredges invented by Wyville 
Thompson and the apparatus of Laca 2 e-Duthlers 
were employed, £ml a hundred and thirty species 
obtained. 



tub hutch zooLoaioix station. 


generosity of the state, to scientific societies and 
private individuals, met with a response; and the sum 
of ten thousand francs was soon obtained. Work was 
immediately begun. The choice for the first season 
fell upon the city of Holder, situated at the northern 
extremity of the province of North Holland, at * a 
point Where an arm of the sea, called Helsdeur, sep¬ 
arates the mainland and the island of Texel. Thq 
material, loaded In a wagon drawn by cattle, reached 
its destination, July 8,1876. Three" days after, the 
station was in readiness, and studies were begun. 

. As throughout the coasts of the Netherlands, the 
bottom of the sea is, at Heldcr, chiefly composed of 
Chitting sand; and one can scarcely, under such cir¬ 
cumstances, expect to meet with those fixed animal 


The second year the station was established at Fies- 
singue; and the coast of Zealand proved not less rich 
in animal forms than the slope of Nieuvediep and the 
bank of Helder. In the years following, the station 
was at Bergen-op-Zoom. 

During these latter seasons, the commission has 
not wholly devoted itself to the examination of ani¬ 
mals which live on the coasts of Holland, Researches 
at the station have since aimed to furnish oyster-cul¬ 
tivators with information as complete as possible, 
on the anatomy, the embryology, the enemies, and 
diseases, in a word, on the biology, of the oyster. 
Thtfeastem Scheldt has to-day become an important 
centre for oyster-culture; so much so, that the two 
stations, Krulntngen In Zealand, a»d Bergen-op- 
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Zoom In North Brabant, exported in 1881 about two 
million oysters, valued at some three million francs. 

In order that the building may be easily takfcn to 
pieces and put in position, It is made entirely of wood; 
and the parts are arranged with such care that its 
removal from one place to another requires only three 
days besides the transit. 

The station was at Bergen-op-Zoom when we visited 
B, and we were received by Professor Huhrecht with 
the cordiality and kindness characteristic of the m - 
vantti of Holland. It Is composed of a principal build¬ 
ing about eight metres long and‘five broad. One 
facade 1ms four windows; the other, three. • The 
walls are three metres high; the. ridge of the roof, four 
and a half. The framing of the roof is of wood, cov¬ 
ered with a double layer of rush-matting. Opposite 
each window'there is a stationary table; tables are also 
arranged in the centre of'the room. In the laboratory 
are a closet for the instruments, another for the re¬ 
agents and bottles, and also a small library, containing 
periodicals and the principal works on marine faunas. 
Each investigator can, in addition, send for books 
which he needs, cither from the library of the zoo¬ 
logical society, or from one of the universities of 
Holland. A desk, foot-rests, and some folding Iron 
chairs complete the furnishings. The work-room, 
property so called, is entered through a room in which 
are the aquaria, the collecting-apparatus, and the 
smaller dredges. The cumbersome instruments are 
placed in a room connected with one of the side- 
facades. Another room, opposite the entrance, leads 
into the private office of the director of the station. 

A fence of galvanized zinc wire runs around the build¬ 
ing, and, while It warda off the thoughtless, encloses 
a space which may be used either for experiments In 
the open air, or for the dissection of animals of large 
size. 

The construction of the house, as it stands to-day, 
has cost fifty-five hundred francs. An additional 
sum of six thousand francs was expended in the pur¬ 
chase of furnishings, aquaria, collecting-apparatus, 
reagents, thermometers, lenses, etc. 

The management of the station is regulated in a 
very simple manner. The members of the zoological 
society nominate each year a committee, which pub¬ 
lishes at the end of the year a report of the work, and 
gives an account of the funds expended* 

Although the resources of the zoological commis¬ 
sion are very limited, nevertheless the members have 
undertaken important work. During the season at ♦ 
Helder, Mr. Hubrecbt was engaged upon fishes; Mr. 
Hoek studied the crustaceans; Mr. Horst, annelids; 
while Messrs. Van Harem, Noman, and Sluiter stud¬ 
ied the other invertebrates. Mr. Hoek undertook, 
at Bergen-op-Zoom, his interesting researches on the 
embryology of the edible oyster. H. B. Sauvauk. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 

The formation of tornadoes. 

In the discussion of Mr. Boy’s paper before the 
American association for the advancement of science, 
at the recent meeting at Minneapolis, I notice a 


number of statements which seem to me erroneous. 
Professor Howland, for instance, assorts that the 
rotation of the tornado is a necessary consequence of 
the earth’s rotation.” Now, if this be true, why are 
not tornadoes more frequent? Why is it necessary 
to have brisk, southerly winds, with high tempera¬ 
ture and low barometric pressure? Why do they not 
happen on clear days as well as on cloudy ones^ 
Again: If the earth’s rotation determines'the dircc* 
Uon of the gyratory motion of tornadoes, why does It 
not govern the motion of the little whirlwinds 
occurring in dry weather? Every observer knows 
that these revolve, sometimes in one direction, and 
sometimes In the other, but perhaps, in a majority of 
cases, In the same direction as tornadoes. 

It is well known that tornadoes in our latitude 
occur on days when there is a strong breeze from a 
southerly direction. Now, the air on such days, in 
spring and early summer, is heavily charged with 
moisture; to which fact is due the oppressiveness of 
the beat. As the heat of the day increases, local 
showers are formed, which move, not with the surf ace- 
wind, hut in a higher current from a westerly direc¬ 
tion. There Is usually a divergence of about ninety 
degrees in the angle formed by a line indicating the 
direction of the track of the tornado, and another 
marking the direction of the preceding surface-wind. 

Now, the mingling of these currents, or even the 
passage of one beneath the other, must, on account 
of their unequal temperatures, condense more or less 
of the moisture of the warmer current. This con¬ 
densation is nearly always noticed. A cloud, often 
of intense blackness, accumulates just under the 
southern edge of the storm-cloud, and* is usually pro¬ 
longed horizontally to the northward along its* base. 
If the cloud Is near enough, so you can see beneath it, 
the parts farther in the rear will be seen to move 
rapidly in an easterly direction, just as the atr-cur- 
rent moves which bears them, llbw can it be other¬ 
wise than that a gyratory motion shall result from 
such conditions ? People frequently say, in describ¬ 
ing a tornado, that “two dark clouds rushed together 
from opposite directions, and produced the tornado.” 
This statement, if we are expected to construe it 
lltei ally, seems somewhat absurd, since a cloud is 
always a passive element, moving only as the air 
moves in which it floats. That fragments of clouds 
and often quite large masses move toward each other 
is true; but tornadoes are not produced because of 
Ibis, but on account of the mutual reactance of two 
currents of air. If two liquids or gases are brought 
together from different directions, a whirling motion 
Is produced, as may be seen where two small streams 
of water flow together, or where a rock or fallen tree 
interrupts the direct movement of the water. This 
Is but a necessary result of the combination of prop¬ 
erties inherent In such a medium. 

A volume of air, under pressure, escapes in the 
direction of least resistance: and, as there is a con¬ 
siderable pressure of the air where the two currents 
meet, an escape-current must form somewhere; and 
it forms, in accordance with the above law, in the 
direction of minimum resistance, obliquely upward 
to the east or north-east. As soon as this escape* 
current is developed, its position is at once located oy 
a slender stem of vapor rapidly ascending obliquely; 
though, if .the observer ts at some distance, it seems 
to be suspended from the cloud above it, and even at 
times to descend toward the earth. Borne of the 
downward movements of this 1 funnel ’ are apparent 
only, tlm constantly ascending vapors sometimes con¬ 
densing near to the ground, and at other times high; 
dn air. The tunnel-cloud is often absorbed into the 



SCIENCE. 


621 


Novscmbkb 9* 1883.] 


cloud above, almost as soon as formed, the condi¬ 
tions necessary to its full development not existing, 

In hts excellent article on tornadoes, in tlie current 
number of the Kama# City review of science, Mr. 
John D. Barker speaks of the four characteristic 
motions of these meteors. These motions might be 
classified as horizontal and vertical. The horizontal 
motions are the linear, caused by the forward motion 
of the air-current governing the direction of the 
storm-cloud; second, the gyratory motion, caused, 
as above stated, by the mutual resistance of air- 
currents moving in different directions; third, the 
swaying motion, due partly to the varying pressure 
on different sides of the tunnel, and partly to the 
vertical or bounding motion of the tunnel. This 
latter motion would not have a very marked effect In 
producing the * deutatocl edges ’ of the storm’s path, 
if the tunnel-cloud were vertical Instead of slanting. 
What causes the bounding motion it is difficult to 
say, but it certainly resembles electrical attraction 
and repulsion. This bounding movement was very 
marked in the tornado of April 18,1809, which passed 
near this locality; but occurring, as it did, in the day¬ 
time, 1 could not distinguish the illumination of the 
lower part of the tunnel, which may sometimes be 
seen when these storms occur after dark, and which 
some think is duo to electricity. 

It is interesting to produce in miniature the hori¬ 
zontal motions of the tornado by the following 
simple experiment. When there is a good fire, let a 
small quantity of light, flaky ashes, or other light 
material, be sprinkled over the whole top of the cook* 
ing-stove. The heat forms quite a strong current, 
ascending mainly from the central parts toward the 
pipe. Cool currents flow in from all sides. Now, 
with the hand or a fan, produce local or opposing 
currents over the heated surface, and at once little 
tornadoes are developed, whirling the ashes several 
inches iu the air, I have often produced them on 
both sides of the stove at the same time; those on 
the left moving as tornadoes in our latitude, and 
those on the right in the opposite direction. Now, 
are not the causes of the gyratory motion of the little 
whirlwinds on the stove, tiny as they are, the same 
in kind as those which produced the storms which 
devastated Marshfield, Grinnell, or Oatnancho? If 
this be answered in the affirmative, the rotation of 
the earth plays no direct part in‘causing the gyratory 
movement of this class of storms. Of course, the 
rotation of the earth causes the higher currents of 
air to move toward the north-east, instead of due 
north, as they pass from the equatorial to the arctic 
zone, and these currents determine the general linear 
movement of storms in our latitude; but tills makes 
it proper "to consider the gyratory motion an indirect 
result rather than a direct consequence. 

S. A. HAXwztt, 

Morrison, III., Oct. 0,3888. 

The chinch-bug in New York. 

Why should Mr. Limner conclude that the chinch- 
bug was brought to Sfc. Lawrence county, N.Y., in a 
freight-car from the west? Harris corrects the erro¬ 
neous idea that it is confined to the states south of 
40° of latitude by demonstrating its occurrence In 
Illinois and Wisconsin, while Fitch’s record of find¬ 
ing it in northern New York would justify us in 
assuming that it has always existed there, especially 
when we know that its range is much farther north. 
Packard found it oh the top of the White Mountains; 
and it is to-day the most serious enemy that threatens 
the vast wheatdleids of Dakota. It seems to me 
more rational to consider this injurious manifestation 


in New York a result of undue increase of a species 
always there than to call it an invasion. Though wo 
rarely hear of its injury in the Atlantic states, yet it 
is commonly met with where collecting Is done near 
or In the ground, and in dry years is by far the most 
common neteropter in grain and grass fields and 
dunes. This T know from personal experience, and 
have found it as far north as Boscawen, N.H. 

Should It prove less susceptible to heavy and con¬ 
tinued rains in New York than elsewhere, the fact 
will be remarkable. Such rains affect it most, how¬ 
ever, in spring and early summer. My own Inter¬ 
pretation of the interesting facts recorded by Mr. 
Idntner would be, that the species multiplied exceed¬ 
ingly •during the very dry seasons of 1880 and 1861, 
and that the wet season, which it has so far braved 
(as it often does for a while in the west), will never¬ 
theless tell on the hibernating hugs. In this view 
there Is cause for encouragement rather than alarm. 
A careful survey would undoubtedly show, as Mr. 
Llntner suggests, that it exists in many places in the 
state where it has not vet been detected. 

C. V. Ki&et. 

Wauhlngton, D.C., Oel, 24,1883. 

Unusual reversal of lines in the summit of a 
solar prominence. 

On Oct. 17, between 3.45 and 4.30, local time 
(about 8.45 and 9.30 Greenwich time), a rather unu¬ 
sual phenomenon was observed at Princeton, in a 
prominence connected with the largo and active 
group of spots which at that time was just passing off 
from the sun’s disk. 

The prominence had the very common form of a 
number of overlapping arches, with a sort of cap 
above them, or of a cloud connect ed by several curved 
stems to the chromosphere below. Its elevation was 
about and Us extent along the sun’s circumference 
a little less. 

The peculiar features were the extreme brilliance of 
the cloud-cap at the summit of the prominence, and 
the perfect delineation of the form of this cloud in 
certain spectrum-lines, which ordinarily are reversed 
only at the base of the chromosphere; while, at the 
same time, certain other lines, which not un frequently 
are reversed at considerable elevations, showed its 
form only very faintly, or not at all. 

When I first came upon the prominence, in run¬ 
ning around the sun’s limb with the spectroscope, 
the brightness of the cloud-cap, as seen through the 
C line, was simply dazzling. I do not remember ever 
to have seen a prominence, or any part of one, quit© 
so brilliant. At the same time, the line X 6970.9 
(which Is in the same field of view with C, and Is 
No. £ of my catalogue of chromosphere-lines, — a line 
attributed to iron) also showed the top of the cloud 
f quite as well and as brightly as Is usual in C under 
ordinary circumstances. The chromosphere, also, was 
faintly visible in the same line; but the stems and 
lower portion of the cloud could not be seen at all in 
it. On turning to line X 7055 (No, 1 of the catalogue), 

I was surprised and gratified to find the same appear¬ 
ances conspicuous in this Hue also. A careful search 
failed to show any other lines reversed below C. 

Running up the spectrum from C to I), I could not 
find any fines showing the top of the prominence, 
though a considerable number were reversed In the 
chromosphere at its base. J) a . of course, showed 
the cloud-cap magnificently, but and D t only 
very faintly, though distinctly enough. 

Between 1) and b the same remarks apply as be¬ 
tween Cand J>. The corona-line, X6815.9, was reverted 
at the base of the prominence a little more brightly 
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than in adjacent parts of tbe chromosphere, but not 
at all in the cloud-cap. The magnesium members of 
the b group showed the cloud faintly in the same 
way as the sodium-lines; but in the form was a 
little more conspicuous. 

Between b and F t two lines (A 5017.6 and 4023,1, 
both attributed to iron) showed the cloud-cap as 
beautifully as either of the two below V. Numerous 
other line's were reversed in the chromosphere, but. 
none of thorn showed the upper parts of the promi¬ 
nence. ir appeared much the same as D*. 

Between Fand G, Jive lines wore noted as showing 
the cap. The most refrangible of them was Loren- 
zotira/(A 4471.2): the other four I did not identify 
at the moment, being in haste to reach the violdl por¬ 
tion of the spectrum, and intending to examine them 
later,—an Intention I was not able to carry out, on 
account of the Intervention of clouds. 

The Hues Hy (X 4340)* and /i were, of course, con¬ 
spicuous, each showing the whole of the prominence. 

1 expected that H and K would do the same, but was 
disappointed. They both exhibited the cloud-cap 
finely, but X could not make out in them either the 
stems of the prominence, or the spikes and knots of 
the chromosphere; and yet both the 11 ues were well’ 
reversed, not only in the chromosphere, but also on 
the face of the sun itself, over all the faculous region 
surrounding the spots. The ultra-violet line above K> 
first observed here a few weeks ago, was not visible. 
There was no considerable motion-displacement 
exhibited by any of the lines, — something rather 
singular In so brilliant a prominence,—nor did Us 
shape change much during, the forty-five minutes of 
observation. 

It is perhaps possible that this cloud was Jndentloal 
with a remarkably brilliant faeular bridge, which was 
observed two days before, spanning the largest of the 
spots which composed the group: still this is by no 
means certain. The instrument employed was the 
nine and one-half inch equatorial, with the Clark 
spectroscope carrying a Rutherfurd grating, of about 
17,0U0 lines to the inch; first-order spectrum. 

C. A. Young. 

Princeton, N.J., Oct. 22, 18S3. 

Sternal processes in GtaUinae, 

Havinglievera! times been asked the function of the 
long processes of the sternum as found in the Oulliiiae, 
I would make the following suggestions: — 

If the sternum he examined In situ, the outer pro¬ 
cesses will be seen to extend far back, and well up the 
sides of the body, while the inner pair extend over 
the abdomen. The notches between the processes 
are closed by very tense, fibrous membranes. By this 
means a I«rge area is afforded for the insertion of 
muscles with a minimum of bone. This must con¬ 
tribute slightly to diminish the weight of the posterior* 
end of the body. Passing now to the muscles, we 
find that the great pectoral arises from the entire 
exterior border of the sternum, while the subclaviug 
11 a up the Angle between the keel and body of the 
bone. 

So much for the anatomy. What are the physio- 
logical results, and why could they not be attained in 
other ways? The results are an increased amount of 
ectoral muscle, and an increase in the length of the 
bres, as compared with many other bird-*, Both 
of these are very desirable results for heavy birds of 
short, rapid flight, —the first, because with the in¬ 
crease in muscle comes a corresponding increase of 
force in the stroke of the wing; the second, tecause, 
hy virtue of the long fibres, rapidity of contraction 
and a long stroke of the wing are secured. The rapid¬ 


ity is gained by all parts of the fibres contracting at 
once, whence the longer the fibre, the more quickly 
will a given amount of motion result. Both the 
first and the second are also aided by the fact that the 
first part of a muscular contraction is more powerful 
than the last part. 

There Is but one other way In which the same re¬ 
sults, so far as the insertion of the muscles goes, 
could be attained; that is, hy their origin from the 
ribs which lie under the sternum, as in the mammals, 
instead of from the overlapping sternum. To this, 
however, there is an all-powerful objection. If a 
man be watched while violently using his arms, it 
will be noticed that the upper part of the chest is held 
stationary. The pectoral muscles must have a firm 
point to pull from, in order to move the arms. As 
a result, respiration in the upper part of the chest is 
impeded, or, better, respiration is impeded by the di¬ 
minished amount of tidal air. This principle U Ulus- 
rt'aied in the long, slow stroke, about twenty to the 
minute, of men trained to row great distances. The 
breathing is done, while the pectoral muscles are re¬ 
laxed, at the normal rates. The same, only in a much 
greater degree, would hold good for birds. Were the 
muscles inserted into the ribs, respiration would be 
interrupted several times each second during flight: 
hence it is evident that the muscles could not be in¬ 
serted into the ribs. 

But again: why should the Gallinae require rapid 
powerful motions of the wings? Why should they 
not have long wings, and a comparatively slow 
stroke? This is forbidden by their habits. Long 
wings would be very cumbersome when the bird was 
on the ground, and absolutely worthless in much of 
the brush through which a grouse will fly with 
wonderful rapidity. 

Therefore we may say that the processes are devel¬ 
oped to give, with the greatest economy of material, 
a large area for the Insertion of the pectoral muscles 
in such way as not to interfere with respiration, 
and that such area is required for the flight of the 
bird. J. Amowy Jkffbucs. 

A bifurcate tentacle in Hyanaaaa obsolete. 

Some years ago, when collecting for my marine 
aquarium, in Raritan Bay, at Keyport, N.J., I ob¬ 
tained an IJyanassa obsoleta of such a strange form, 
that I made a pencil-sketch and notes of it at the 
time. The left tentacle was bifurcated at the shoul¬ 
der, or place where the normal tentacle abruptly nar¬ 
rows. The two sub-tentacles thus caused, seemed 
to be equally sensitive, as each was capable of sepa¬ 
rate and independent movement. Several instances 
have been long known to me of bifurcation of the 
caudal spine of Limulus; but the additional prong 
, in every instance was functionless, and, in fact, an in¬ 
convenience. I have also seed malformed antennae 
in microscopic insects. As I have not heard'of a 
similar instance in the mollusca, it seemed to me that 
the case should go on record. 

Samukl Lockwood. 

Freehold, N.J. 

The mechanism of direction. 

Shortly af ler reading Professor Newcomb’s paper in 
Scjiknce for Oct. 26,1863,1 had the pleasure of meet¬ 
ing him, and of discussing some matters of mutual 
interest in regard to subjective states of conscious- 
ness. It seems to me that the professor does not give 
sufficient weight to habit, and to unconscious cerebral 
action, In the strict sense of the word, one is not 
always conscious of the way he Is going; for although 
he may avoid obstacles of any kind, yet be may pass 
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some distance beyond his abiding-place by reason of 
mental pre-oeeupatlon. There are two lines of cere¬ 
bral action going on at once, —one, the active mental 
study which engrosses him; the other, the uncon¬ 
scious action that keeps him out of danger from pass¬ 
ing vehicles, or from other causes incident to city 
life. The limitation of direction which Professor 
Newcomb regards as exceptional, 1 consider as gen¬ 
eral: i.e., I believe that there are vastly more men 
who have no definite idea of linos as a standard of 
reference, than there are those Who refer every thing 
in direction to such co-ordinates; just as there are 
many who never have any definite idea of the cardi¬ 
nal points of the compass, either as real or ideal points, 
and who never arrive at any clear conception of the 
bearings of familiar buildings, or the direction of 
streets, though they may live in the same city for 
years. The domination or tyranny of a fixed idea 
is explanatory of the difficulty which Professor New¬ 
comb experiences. His ideal or subjective west was 
the domination of a fixed idea indelibly imprinted 
upon the super-sensitive cerebral cortex of youth, not 
necessarily associated with ideal or absolute direction, 
or with any system of horizontal lines, but an Iso¬ 
lated conception, formed out of the perception of 
-different positions, which in early youth could hardly 
be correlated with any abstruse reasoning. This idea 
of west, once Ingrafted upon a developing brain, be¬ 
came a fixed factor, bo dominant as to tyrannize over 
the understanding, and so persistent as to require 
Borne momenta of study to dispel the illusion. This 
becomes evident from an analysis of his third divis¬ 
ion. The tyranny of the early idea has usurped 
control over the will, and, indeed, over the whole 
cerebral outcome. Even though the internal evi¬ 
dence corresponds with the external bearings to show 
that his preconceived west is really not west, but 
some other point, yet so strong is the power of this 
subjective Idea, that by no process of argument can 
he rid himself of it. This Is not uncommon, but by 
no means of frequent occurrence. But It is not a nor¬ 
mal harmpny of relation between the various recipro¬ 
cal functions of the brain. It is likened to a habit 
formed in youth, so strong as to be Ineradicable In 
manhood, and has been studied with much care by 
psychologists. Again: one may be mistaken as to 
direction, or become confused in tracing his route 
through the intricacies of his hotel, without associat¬ 
ing such perversions with any states of subjective 
consciousness, so far as these states may involve 
the consideration or differentiation of the * co-ordi¬ 
nates/ A man who is ignorant of the cardinal points 
of the compass, and who never can tell In which di¬ 
rection he is facing, loses his way because he has lost 
hk bearings: the road was known by reason of the 
association of other facts, — a certain honse just here, 
or a lamp just there, -—and not because his horizontal 
lines have led him astray. In view of what we have 
learned of unconscious cerebral action, of habit, of 
the association of ideas, of the tyranny of a fixed idea, 
and of subjective states of consciousness leading on 
to abnormal objective conditions, it seems to me that 
Professor Newcomb’s case is not an isolated one, and 
that what he has written of himself has already been 
written of and discussed, 

„ HottATiO R, Bioi&tow, M.D. 

Washington, D.C. 

Colorado climate. 

For the benefit of other sufferers, please allow me 
to correct what is likely to lead to an erroneous im- 
prossiou, on reading Br. Risk’ll article on ‘ Climate in 
the cure of consumption/ as published in Science of 


Oct 8. Dr. Fisk, in his very able article, like most 
of those who have written of the fitness of the cli¬ 
mate of Colorado for consumptives, speaks as though 
Denver City were Colorado, and vice verm. 

Now, this unintentionally misleading impression 
Is calculated to do serious harm. During the late 
spring, and in summer and autumn, Denver and 
neighboring localities may be quite as pleasant and 
beneficial to the consumptive as localities south of 
the ‘divide’ that separates the waters of the Platte 
from those of the Arkansas. 

But, during the cool and cold months, the Arkan¬ 
sas valley furnishes a very much better climate than 
]je found anywhere north of this divide in Colo¬ 
rado. It is scarcely necessary to state that the Ar¬ 
kansas valley furnishes all the necessary comforts of 
civilisation, including convenient railroad transporta¬ 
tion, As a rule, with rare exceptions, the constimp- 
tive should not sojourn in towns or cities, but rather 
in rural districts. But, should the consumptive pre¬ 
fer town or city life, Pueblo, Caflon City, and other 
places In the Arkansas valley, afford . ample accom¬ 
modation. 

Having long been a sufferer myself, and having 
sought health In many portions of North America, 
1 speak of the before referred to localities from obser¬ 
vation and experience, and without prejudice or pe¬ 
cuniar interest. Q. C. Smith, M.D. 

Austin, Tex., Oct, IS, 1883. 

[Dr. Fisk’s article was written with especial refer¬ 
ence to Denver, as the necessary data exist for that 
place, furnished by the records of the signal-service 
station: these do not exist for localities in the Ar¬ 
kansas valiey. — Editor.] 


A BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF AS¬ 
TRONOMY. 

Heroes of science — astronomers. By E. T. C. 

Morton, B.A., scholar of 8t. John’s college, 

Cambridge. London, Society for promoting 

Christian knoxcledge^ [1882.] 841 p. 16°. 

From the title, 4 Heroes of science — as¬ 
tronomers/ one might expect to find in this 
little book an account of the lives and a 
eulogium of the characters of the greatest 
astronomers, with some general indication of 
the nature of their discoveries. This expec¬ 
tation would be partially corrected by the 
opening paragraphs of the preface: — 

“ The primary object of this little book is, as Its 
name implies, to give Borne account of the lives of 
the chief astronomers. But it U Impossible to leave 
in the mind of the general reader any clear notion 
of their characters, without giving some, account of 
their work. A good deal of space is therefore taken 
up with explanations of their discoveries; but, as 
thU 1* only of secondary importance, the explana¬ 
tions are given in a popular manner, and no mathe¬ 
matics Is introduced, except In ten pages (172-18*2). 
where a knowledge of the first book of Euclid and 
of the elements or algebra is assumed. 

“The book may possibly be useful as an Introduc¬ 
tion to the study of astronomy, and. in this aspect of 
it. It is hoped that it may be helpful In two respects: 
First, by putting before the student the personal 
difficulties which the first investigators of the law 
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of the stars met with, and the struggle# they parsed 
through to overcome them, whereby a human inter¬ 
est is given to the study of their work; and secondly, 
by clearly indicating the nature of the problems to 
be solved by the science.’* 

In point of fact, however, the book does 
much more than this; it presents a clear, con¬ 
nected, readable account of the chief steps iu 
the progress of astronomy from the earliest 
times to the present day; and while the lives 
of the astronomers, judiciously inserted and 
as a rule well told, groatly heighten tin* irt* 
terest of the story of the science, the reader 
always feels that they are only the accidents 
of the book, while the unfolding of the suc¬ 
cessive triumphs of astronomy, and the expo¬ 
sition of its laws, objects, and methods, is its 
constant purpose. 

Interesting and readable as the book is 
almost throughout, we nevertheless think the 
author mistakeu in regarding it as well adapted 
to serve as an introduction to astronomy for 
lion-mathematical readers. It is true" that 
only very elementary mathematics is explicitly 
introduced; but few readers who are not 
either equipped with the habits of thought 
bred by mathematical study, or possessed of 
some familiarity with the outlines of astron¬ 
omy, can follow intelligently and with inter¬ 
est the discussion of complicated motions. 
To young people who have gone through an 
elementary course in astronomy, on the other 
hand, the book before us will be most instruc¬ 
tive and stimulating. The subject is vivified, 
not only by the presentation of the lives, so 
full of inspiration, of the great founders of the 
science, but also by a far clearer view of its 
progressive development than an ordinary text¬ 
book can afford. And the impression is not 
weakened by the introduction of insignificant 
details, or of merely statistical information. 
Not that details are avoided when they are 
necessary to the exposition or illustration of 
a great law, or of an important phenomenon: 
on the contrary, one is surprised at the num¬ 
ber and diversity of the points which are 
explained, and in general clearly and satisfac¬ 
torily explained. The author has not refrained 
from giving simple expositions of mechanical 
and physical laws when they are essential to 
the clear understanding of astronomical doc¬ 
trines. By explaining the la^s of motion, for 
'example, and insisting on their fundamental 
importance, he pots the reader in a position 
to understand the great problem of physical 
astronomy, and to appreciate its solution. In 
connection with spectrum analysis, a little 
space devoted to the analogy between sound 


and light makes the subject clear to the aver¬ 
age reader. And many other instances might 
be mentioned. 

As the character of the book does not make 
it incumbent upon the author to present any 
thing like a complete survey of even the most 
prominent astronomical facts, he is able to give 
a much fuller exposition of the central points 
in the theory of astronomy than one would 
expect to find in so limited a space, and to 
give intelligible accounts of many things hav¬ 
ing a direct connection with those central prin¬ 
ciples, which are usually passed over with a 
bare mention in small works on astronomy. 
Thus, more than eighty pages are devoted to 
Newton, only a small portion of which is bio¬ 
graphical, a whole chapter of fifty pages being 
specifically devoted to the Principia. Ana 
pretty full accounts are given, for example, 
of Ilerschers theory of stellar distribution, of 
the nebular hypothesis, of Laplace’s proof 
of the stability of the solar system and La¬ 
grange’s previous attempts in that direction, 
and of the recent researches of Mr. G. II. 
Darwin. 

It would be quite possible to point out minor 
defects in the book. There is occasionally 
(but very seldom) an attempt to explain what 
cannot be satisfactorily explained in a popular 
manner; once in a while the demonstrations, 
which are usualty in excellent and attractive 
form, are made pedant!call}' stiff; there are a 
few inaccuracies, chiefly of expression; and 
there are possibly a few cases of Sunday- 
school moralizing from insufficient premises. 
The only instance we have noticed of unfair¬ 
ness in the historical portion is in the pas¬ 
sage relating to the Mohammedan astronomers. 
Scant justice is done them; and the author 
permits himself to combine silliness with 
injustice in saying that 4 it illustrates the 
slavish stupidity of the race/ that a discoveiy 
made by an Arab astronomer in the tenth 
century was afterwards forgotten by them l 
A grave defect, but one which can easily be 
remedied in a new edition, lies in the, lack 
of an index, — an omission which seriously 
impairs the value of this very interesting and 
useful work. In conclusion, lest we should 
leave the impression that the book can be read 
with advantage only by Students, we would 
say that the chapters which combine in the 
highest degree biographical with scientific 
interest, — those on Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, 
Kepler, and Galileo,— and many other parts 
of the book, may be read with great pleas¬ 
ure and profit by a very wide circle of read* 
ers. 
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PROCTOR’S GREAT PYRAMID. 

The Great Pyramid: observatory, tomb , and temple . 

By K, A. Fkoctok. London, Ckatto Windu8> 

1883. 823 p., illuatr. 8°. 

< This last work of Mr. Proctor's fertile and 
ingenious mind is of uncommon and enduring 
interest. To begin with, it concerns the most 
uncommon and the moat enduring work of 
man, — the l^ramid of Cheops, whose mighty 
form has for nigh five thousand years remained 
the least changed and the least comprehensible 
of all man’s great deeds. Then it comes hap¬ 
pily into a discussion which is by far the most 
curious that has recently vexed the minds of 
learned men. There are plenty of paradoxi¬ 
cal folk on the lower coniines of science,— 
circle-squarers, Symms’-hole hunters, and the 
like; but men of learning, especially astron¬ 
omers and mathematicians, are a hard-headed 
lot. The crack-brained do not often find their 
way up to their upper heights, for evident 
reasons. But it is a set of these really learned 
people that has given us the sect of the pyr¬ 
amid worshippers, — the most extraordinary 
cult of a century, that, of all the Great Fjt- 
amid has ever seen, has been the most fertile 
in religious whims. 

Active proselyting not yet having begun, 
perhaps for want of needed martyrs, the gen¬ 
eral public has as yet heard little of the pyram- 
idalists or their faith. This is surprising; for 
their faith has more miracles 4 to the acre ’ 
than Mormonism, and these miracles are as 
solid and ponderable as the pyramid itself. 
They* are before our eyes: hundreds of pages 
of mathematics are needed to express them, 
and they have all the cheap look of certainty 
which the public associates with algebraic for¬ 
mulae. The following is in brief the history of 
pyramidalism, the only mathematical ism of the 
nineteenth century. Many y’oars ago a Mr. 
John Taylor, pondering on the matter of the 
Great Pyramid, — which, by the way, he had 
not seen, and never saw, — came to the ex¬ 
traordinary conclusion that the architects of the 
structure recorded in its proportions, and in 
the arrangement of its chambers and passages, 
certain religious and astronomical truths, 
which they intended should, after thousands 
of 3 r ears of secrecy, be divulged in our day. 
Mr. Taylor, being otherwise unknown to fame, 
though clearly entitled by this tour of imagina¬ 
tion to rank high among speculators, found 
no able advocates of his notion, until his book 
came in the way of Professor^Piasai Smyth, 
astronomer royal of Scotland, one of the most 
distinguished astronomers of our time. Cap¬ 


tivated with this daring hypothesis, Professor 
SiUyili visited the Great Pyramid, spent many 
months in a careful and costly survey of the 
structure, and, in his successive writings on 
the subject, has not only re-affirmed the con¬ 
clusions of Taylor, but immensely extended 
the range of his conclusions. Briefly stated, 
his position is this : some three thousand years 
or more before our era, a Semitic prince, 
probably Melchizedek, that vast shadow of the 
time, inspired b/God, went to Egypt, gained 
an intellectual mastery over King Cheops, and 
forced him to build this pyramid, which was 
designed to 41 keep a certain message secret and 
inviolable for four thousand years, . . . and 
in the next thousand years it was to enunciate 
this message to all men ; . . . and that part 
of the pyramid’s usefulness is now beginhing.” 

This 4 message ’ is thus summed up by Mr. 
Proctor:— 

u The Great Pyramid was erected, it would seem, 
under the instructions of a certain Semitic king, 
probably no other than Melchizedek. By supernat¬ 
ural means, the architects were instructed to place 
the pyramid hi latitude 30° north; to select for its 
figure that of a square pyramid, carefully oriented; 
to employ for their unit of length the sacred cubit, 
corresponding to the twenty-millionth part of the 
earth’s axis; and to make the side of the square base 
equal to just so many of these sacred cubits as 
there are days and parts of a day in a year. They 
were further, by supernatural help, enabled to square 
the circle, and symbolized their victory over this 
problem by making the pyramid’s height bear to the 
perimeter of the base the ratio which the radius of a 
circle bears to the circumference. Moreover, the 
great processional period, in which the earth’s axis 
gyrates like that of some mighty top around the per¬ 
pendicular to the ecliptic, was communicated to the 
builders with a degree of accuracy far exceeding 
that of the best modern determinations; and they 
were Instructed to symbojize that relation in the di¬ 
mensions of the pyramid’s base. A value of the sun’s 
distance more accurate by far than modern astron¬ 
omers have obtained (even since the last transit of 
Venus) was imparted to them, and they embodied 
that dimension in the height of the pyramid. Other 
results which modern science has achieved, but which 
by merely human means the architects of the pyramid, 
could not have obtained, were also supernatural^ 
communicated to them; so that the true mean density 
of the earth, her true shape, the configuration of land 
and water, the mean temperature of the earth’s 
surface, and so forth, were either symbolized ip the 
Great Pyramid’s position, or in the shape and dimen¬ 
sions of Its exterior and Interior, In the pyramid, 
also, were preserved the true, because eupernaturally 
communicated, standards of length, area, capacity, 
weight, density, heat, time, and money. The pyra¬ 
mid also indicated, by certain features of Its interior 
structure, that when it was built the holy influences 
of the Pleiades were exerted from a most effective 
position, — the meridian through the joints where 
the ecliptic and equator intersect Amf as the pyra¬ 
mid thus significantly refers to the past, so also it 
indicates the future history of the earth, especially 
in showing when and where the millennium is to 
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Itfgln. Lastly, the apex or crowning stone of the 
* pyramid was no other than the antitype of that stone 
of stumbling and rock of offence, rejected by builders 
who knew not Its true use, until It was finally placed 
as the chief stone of the corner. Whence, naturally, 
‘ Whosoever shall fall upon it’—that is, upon the 
pyramid religion — ‘shall be broken; but on whom¬ 
soever It shall fall, it will grind him to powder.’ ^ 

It would require all the space of this number 
of Science to print in full array the evidence on 
which these conclusions are rested. At every 
step the able astronomer royal of Scotland has 
fortified hisconclusions by careful measurements 
of the Great Pyramid. His method of working 
is as follows: having found that the unit of 
measurement is a certain length, about an inch, 
which he terms the ‘ pyramid inch,* he seeks, in 
the various measurements of the structure, for 
correspondences in number of these units with 
natural and historic units, the distance of the 
sun, the radius of the earth, etc. Finding a cor¬ 
respondence, or a close approximation to a cor - 
reapondence, he assumes that this ratio was 
intended by the builders to be a statement of 
this truth. At first sight, the number and 
accuracy of these correspondences is simply 
astounding: they look like insuperable facts. 
Moreover, the measurement of the sun's dis¬ 
tance, and perhaps some other ratios from the 
Great Pyramid, may turn out in the end to be 
closer to the truth from the pyramid revelation 
than they are to our present measurements. 

After a sagacious review of the principal 
coincidences, and an effort/to show their gen¬ 
erally unintended nature, Mr. Proctor proceeds 
to develop his own view, which is, in effect, that 
the pyramids were built for astrological obser¬ 
vatories, designed for the casting of the horo¬ 
scopes of the successive kings, lie shows 
clearly, and we believe was the first to show, 
that early astronomy was astrological in its 
aims, and that the pyramid, when it had been 
carried up to half of its height, would afford the 
best possible structure for astronomical work 
of that time. His ingenious, and we must say 
convincing, argument requires us to assume a 
much more advanced state of Astronomical and 
geodetic science in those days than many w ould 
be willing to admit. Still, the old Semitic civili¬ 
zation is a vast unexplored realm: it is a vain 
fancy that we yet know what it contained. It 
is easier to give to it any thing in the way of 
learning than to accept the monstrous scheme 
of bungling prophecy that the pyramidalists offer 
in its stead. 

The student of science may have something 
beyond the entertainment that all readers will 
find In this book, and the literature of which 
it will form an important part. He may find 


in the controvert a suggestion of certain dan¬ 
gers that await all work of a theoretic kind. 
All the work of extending our conceptions of 
natural phenomena, all the work of true science, 
must be carried on by the method of coinci¬ 
dences. A fact, or series of facts, is compared 
with other facts or series, and, from their ob¬ 
served identities, relations are inferred. The 
use of this method, under rigorous scrutiny, has 
given us our modern science, and must give us 
all that is truly scientific in the time to come. 
The incident of the Great Pyramid inquiry 
may well lead us to notice certain dangers in 
this method. A large part of the facts with 
which the naturalist has to deal has for him 
the danger that the Pyramid of Cheops has for 
the mathematician. Between the thing in hand 
and other things, there is a practically infinite 
number of relations. If he sets out on his in¬ 
quiry with a mind to find resemblances of a 
certain kind, this liberal nature is sure to gratify 
him. Nothing but the most rigorous correc¬ 
tion of the reasons for an opinion by the rea¬ 
sons against it will keep him safely on his way. 

The more fixed the opinion that guides the 
student in his work, the surer he is to find in 
the infinite that any object offers the facts to 
support bis views. This is the great danger 
that lies in the way of many who are seeking 
to advance the development hypothesis in biol¬ 
ogy. Having become possessed with the con¬ 
viction that certain things are to be found, they 
will see them as Smyth sees revelation in the 
stones at Ghizeh. 

There are some faults to be found with the 
making of this book. More than one-third of it 
consists of separate essays on the origin of the 
week, —Saturn, and the sabbath of the Jews; 
astronomy and Jewish festivals ; the history of 
Sunday ; and astrology, — all very interesting 
in their way, but they arc not represented in 
the title. There is no proper table of contents, 
and no index. The British seem determined 
to leave this work of opening their modern liter¬ 
ature to students, altogether in the hands of the 
Index society. 

The book is Written in the admirable didactic 
English of which the author is a master. 


MINOR BOOK NOTICES . 

Man before metal*. By N. Joly. New York, 1888. 
(international science series, no. 45.) 84-805 p., 
illustr. 8°, 

The author of this attractive volume* unlike 
many Europe!** writers on archeology*, gives 
but little space to the subject of NorUi-Ameri¬ 
can antiquities; and, of the one hundred and 
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forty-eight illustrations, not one represents a 
characteristic stone implement of this coun¬ 
try . The little that our author finds to say 
under the comprehensive title of ‘ Prehistoric 
man in America * is included in twelve pages, 
constituting chapter vii., and is mainly a review 
of Squicr and Davis's Ancient monuments of 
the Mississippi valley, with brief reference to 
certain discoveries recorded so long ago as 
the publication of Glicidon and Nott’s Types 
of mankind. Mr. Joly might readily have 
done far better. No mention is made of the 
vast amount of material gathered within the 
last decade, that bears so strongly upon 
the vexed question of man’s antiquity on this 
continent. The scores of publications of the 
Smithsonian institution, the invaluable reports 
of the Peabody museum, and the transactions 
of our learned societies generally, have been 
quite overlooked; and a vain attempt has 
been made, in lieu thereof, to bolster up the 
claim of antiquity of America’s earliest people 
by reference to the mounds of the Ohio valley, 
many of which have recently lost their claim 
to a pre-Indian origin, and others, doubtless, 
will yet be shown to have been erected by the 
ancestors of our modern redskin. As a 
of European archeology, it is valuable, but 
not otherwise. To the American students of 
the science it will prove disappointing. 

Hydraulic tables for the calculation of the discharge 
through sewers, pipes, and conduits; based on 
Kutter's formula. By P. J. Flynn. New York, 
i>. Van Nostrand , 1883. (Van Nostraud*s science 
series, no. 67.) 135 p. 24°. 

Kutteu’s formula for determining the veloci¬ 
ty of flow of water is one of Jhe class which 
has the general form v = c ^ ri, where r is the 
tatio of the cross-section a to the wetted pe¬ 


rimeter, and s is the sine of the slope; but the 
coefficient c is of such a complex form, that 
the application of the formula to definite prob¬ 
lems in water-supply and sewerage is some¬ 
what tedious. This collection of tables is 
designed to facilitate the work, and gives, 
values of r, cyV, and acyV, for circular and 
egg-shaped sections, and of s and for dif¬ 
ferent slopes. The coefficient of roughness or 
friction used is .03 5, and a number of exam¬ 
ples make dear the use of the tables. Engi¬ 
neers, who have such work in their practice will 
find these tables convenient. 


Chemical problems, with brief statements of the princi¬ 
ples involved. By ,1 am eh C. Foyk. New York, 
Van Nostrand, 1883. (Viut Nostrand science 
series, no. 60.) 0 4-141 p. 24°. 

The value of chemical problems as a prac¬ 
tical illustration of the rules of stochiomctry 
is recognized by every teacher of chemistry. 
A thorough knowledge of chemical arithmetic 
is constantly required in the laboratory, and 
it can only be gained by actual practice in 
the solution of problems. The convenience of 
having a collection of examples at hand will 
therefore be appreciated by teachers; and this 
book will doubtless supply a deficiency to 
those who prefer the problems arranged inde¬ 
pendently of the text-book. A great variety 
of examples are presented, with very full illus¬ 
trations of the relations which e^ist between 
the factors and products of chemical reactions, 
beside calculations of atomic and molecular 
weights, specific and latent heat, specific grav¬ 
ity and vapor density. Examples are also 
introduced on the metric system of weighta 
and measures, therraoraetrie scales, and the 
laws of Mariotte and diaries. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE. 


ASTRONOMY. 

Origin of the lines A and B in the spec¬ 
trum. — M. Egoroff, by experiments at the physical 
laboratory of the University of St. Petersburg, has 
shown that the lines of the solar spectrum known 
as A and H are due to the oxygen of our atmos¬ 
phere. He employed a tube twenty metres in 
length* closed with glass plates, in which tube the 
gas under investigation could be condensed under 
pressure* of fifteen atmospheres or less, proper care 
being taken to dry it thoroughly. .The telluric char¬ 
acter of these* fines ba* been generally admitted, but 
has of late been called in question by Mr. Abney, who 


suggested that they might be due to cosmical hydro¬ 
carbon gas of some kind, diffused through space In 
accordance with Siemens's theory. M. Egoroff sets 
this question at rest, having determined by direct 
experimet^feat none of several different hydrocar¬ 
bons trlpF^ives any such bands, while oxygen un¬ 
mistakably does give them. — (Camptes rendue, Aug. 
37.) Q * A. Y. [327 

pn the assumption of a solar electric poten¬ 
tial. — Werner Siemens discusses the hypothesis 
proposed by his brother (Sir W. Siemens), that the 
sun has a high electric potential, due to the friction 
of the dissociated matter which, according to hie 
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theory, is continually flowing in at the sun’s polar 
region# to replace that which, after combustion, is 
thrown off at the sun's equator. The paper is an 
important one, but too long to be fairly summarised 
within our limits. A considerable portion of It is 
devoted to an endeavor to obviate one of the most 
serious objections to Siemens’s theory of the solar 
heat; namely, the objection based on the resistance 
to planetary motions which would result from a 
cosmical interstellar medium of the necessary den¬ 
sity. Werner Siemens argues that the particles of 
matter passing off from the surf’s equator would 
continue to revolve around the sun as they receded 
from it, and at any distance would have the same 
velocity as a planet at that distance, and so would 
offer no resistance. The paper is, however, mainly 
occupied with the planetary consequences of solar 
electrification. — {Phil, mar;., Sept. ) a a. y. [328 

MATHEMATICS. « 

Development of real function*. The exact 
title of this paper, by M. J. P. Gram, Is ‘The devel¬ 
opment of real functions in series, by the method of 
least squares.’ M. Gram’s paper is an exceedingly 
interesting one, but unfortunately one which can¬ 
not be more than briefly referred to in this place, as 
a suitable notice of H would require the reproduction 
of a great, deal of algebraical work. The principal 
problem which M. Gram proposes to solve is stated 
as follows: let there be given a series of arguments, 
«, and two corresponding series of quantities, o* and 

. These last quantities are all real, and, further, the 
v x are all positive. Then in a scries which contain* 
known functions of x, — viz., y x »** Xj + a* X* 
-j-. . , -j- an X„, — the coefficients are to be so deter¬ 
mined that tx v x (Oar yx ) 2 shall be a minimum. In 
the first part of the paper, the author gives applica¬ 
tions of hi# process to Fourier’s series, spherical 
harmonics, and cylindrical functions. The second 
part refers almost entirely to the convergence of cer¬ 
tain series; but without quoting much that is obtained 
In the first section, and defining many symbols, it 
would be impossible to give here a suitable or intelli¬ 
gible notice of this second section. ( Joum . reine 
ang . math., xciv, 04.) t. c. [329 

ENGINEERING. 

Eoonomioal pumplag-engin**.—Mr. C. T. Por¬ 
ter reports the duty of the Gaskill engines at Saratoga 
as, 100,000,000 pounds, raised one foot high, per 100 
pounds of hand-picked coal. The Corliss engines at 
Pettaconsett, Providence, K.I., gave a duty of 113,- 
991,000; and the Pawtucket engines have an average, 
for the year 1832, of 113,500,000. The slip of valves 
Is reduced to one-half of one per cent — (Mech. f July 
21.) R . H. t. [330 

Consolidation of bulky material*. —A steam- 
hammer has recently been applied to the consolida¬ 
tion of bulky material# in steel mould#. The mate¬ 
rials are usually organic, often fibrous, and one blow 
generally does the work. Four blocks per minute 
are made; 8,000 pounds of sawdust are compacted 
into blocks each hour. Bran is thus made denser 


than flour, and can be preserved indefinitely. Stone 
is made from earth or sand, and weighing 100 pounds 
per cubic foot. The following arc results so ob¬ 
tained : — 



Cubic feet per ton. 

Weight per oablc foot. 


tfnpreeaod. 

Pressed, 

Utt pressed. 

Prewed. 

Bran. 

172 

84 

13 

05 

Meal. 

64 

87 

0ft 

6a 

Sawdust , , . 

44# 

84 

ft 

Oft 

Tfttibark , , . 

140 

36 

10 

64 

Cotton (balud) . 
Hoy “ 

03 

40 

- 

66 

100 

34 

14 

66 

Bitum. coul-duHt. 

44 

a# 

60 

80 

— {Induxtr. world, June.) 

11. Xi. T. 

[331 


Economy of steam-boiler*. — William Kent re¬ 
ports, to the American society of mechanical engi¬ 
neers, the results of a series of tests of fuel# in various 
ways, and under various forms of boilers. He gives 
the following as relative values of fuels determined 
by burning under the Babcock dr Wilcox boilers: — 


Welsh bitum.109.6, 

Scotch bitum.109.5. 

Cambria, Penn., semi-bitum. . . . 91.2. 

Pittsburgh, Penn., bitum. . . . 99.5. 

Ohio bitum.84.9. 

Vancouver’s Island 85.7. 

The paper is long and unusually complete. — {Ibid .) 
B. n. t. [332 

METALLURGY. 

Bessemerizing copper matte*. — Pierre Manhl* 


claims to have overcome all the difficulties in Bes¬ 
semer! zing copper matte, and to have charge of an 
establishment which is, at the present time, success¬ 
fully making copper cm a commercial scale. He 
melts the ore In a suitable cupola furnace, casting 
the matte produced Into a Manias converter, when, 
under the action of a high-pressure blast, It Is rap¬ 
idly transformed into 98 % to 99 % black copper. The 
Manilas works consist of three cupolas of twenty- 
five to thirty tons’ capacity per day; two small cupo¬ 
las for remelting the matte in case of need; three 
Manilas converters, treating a ton and a half of 
matte at each operation, and each converter makes 
twenty-two to twenty-four operations per day; and the 
necessary blowing-engines. Mank6s claims that cost 
of labor is reduced to a minimum, because operations 
last only a few minutes, and large quantities of metal 
are handled. The cost of fuel is low; because no 
fuel Is needed to bring the matte forward to black 
copper, except that used for the blowing-engine* 
The saving in cost over the Welsh or Swansea pro¬ 
cess, according to local conditions, is from 50% to 
75 %. — ( Mg. min.journ., June 80.) b, h. b. [333 

AGRICULTURE. 

Seed-testing.—Comparisons between the ger¬ 
minating and vegetating powers of seeds, made at 
the New-York agricultural experiment-station, show 
that the two are by no means Identical, Many seed* 
which were capable of putting forth a radicle failed 
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to vegetate sufficiently to form cotyledons, under the 
favorable conditions of a testing-apparatus. In elev¬ 
en tests, with four species of seeds, from ten to forty- 
six per cent of the seeds germinated, but failed to 
vegetate. — (N. Y. agHc . exp. stat. bull. , 1x11. j n. p. a. 

[334 

Sulphuric acid aa a fertiliser. — The use of 
sulphuric acid has been proposed as a means of ren¬ 
dering the constituents of the soil soluble. Experi¬ 
ments by Farsky on summer rye, grown in boxes, 
showed no advantage from the use of sulphuric acid 
or of acid sodium sulphate. When the soil was kept 
dry, a slight decrease in the production of grain was 
noticed as the result of the manuring. The soil was 
a clay soil, and the sulphuric acid was sprinkled upon 
it in the concentrated form until it was distinctly 
moist. A hundred grams of acid were used to thirty- 
five hundred grams of soil. — ( Biedermann's centra 
blatt., xii. 447.) it. p. a. [335 

GEOLOGY. 

Lithology. 

Determination of the felapara in rock*. — Pro¬ 
fessor J. Szabd’s method of determining the felspars 
In rocks was published at Iludapesth in 1870; but he 
has recently placed it before the English reading 
public in a paper read at Montreal last year. His 
method consists chiefly in determining the coloration 
of the flame by the felspars, and their fusibility. 
This method, with the addition of Borieky’s micro¬ 
chemical process, is further used by frzabd for the 
determination of other silicates. For the details of 
the process, reference is to be bad to the original 
papers. — ( Proc , Amer. assoc. adv. sc., 1882.) M. E. w. 

[336 

Laterite from Huranbee, Pegu, India. — This Is 
described by Dr. R. Romanis as an aqueous rock of 
a bright red color, friable, and full of cavities. It is 
stated to bo composed of 81.44% of quartz sand, 
18.27% of soluble silica, 80.28% of ferric oxide, 9,72% 
of alumina, and 8.83% of water. When the sand is 
examined under the microscope, it is seen to be water- 
worn. Laterite is much used in building and road¬ 
making on account of Its hardening when exposed to 
the air. — ( Trans. Edinb , geol, soc., Iv. 104.) m. k. w. 

[337 

MINERALOGY. 

Mineral* from Amelia county, Vsu— In a vein 
of 'granite which for the past few years has been 
worked for mica, a few rare and interesting minerals 
have been found, and are described by William K. 
Fontaine. Colnmbite occurs in crystals of large size, 
and rather rarely a manganese variety of a chestnut- 
brown color is found. This latter has a tendency to 
assume a fibrous structure. Orthlte is found abun¬ 
dantly in long, bladed crystals. The most interesting 
mineral found at the locality is microllte, occurring 
both In crystalline masses of large size, and in dis¬ 
tinct crystals; the latter are octahedrons, modified by 
small cubic, dodecahedron, and tetragon al-trisocta- 
hedfon faces. Analysis has shown that the mineral 
is essentially a calcium tantalate. Monazeto, another 


rare and interesting mineral, is found abundantly at 
the locality, sometimes in masses weighing several 
pounds. Analyses have shown that this has the com¬ 
position of a normal phosphate of the cerium metals, 
while the thorium, which Is most always present, and 
abundantly in the monazeto from Amelia, is due to 
an admixture of a silicate of thorium. Helvite, a rare 
silicate of manganese, beryllium, and iron, contain¬ 
ing sulphur, is found sparingly associated with apes- 
sartite (manganese garnet). — {Amer. jourtu sc., May, 
1888.) s, r,. r. [338 

METEOROLOGY. 

Thmndef-atorme.—A special investigation of thun¬ 
der-storms has been made in Bavaria and Wlirtemburg 
since 1879. In 1882, in Bavaria there were 252 sta¬ 
tions, which number, distributed uniformly, would 
give a mean distanco between stations of about ten 
miles. To each of these stations, cards wore sent, 
having questions calling for the time of beginning 
and ending of thunder, hail, or rain ; also, the direc¬ 
tion from which the storm came, and the direction 
and force of the wind. 

These investigations show: 1°. That the thunder¬ 
storm, while not an accompaniment of a cyclone, still 
appears with smaller secondary depressions, or spurs 
of great depressions, which arc so flat that they do not 
produce any strong wind. Of special force is the 
tl»under-storm in the ridge of high pressure dividing 
two great depression-regions from each other. 2°. 
That the line upon which simultaneous electric dis¬ 
charges take place encloses ft space which has, in 
most cases, great length but little width, and which 
stands at right angles to the line of progress of the 
storm. Such simultaneous discharges have been ob¬ 
served over a region 300 km. (186 miles) broad and 
about 40 km. (25 miles) deep. 3°. That special re¬ 
gions for thunder-storms are marshy low grounds 
between the Mediterranean or other smaller bodies 
of water, and the Alps; also the western declivity of 
the Bohemian forest. 4°. That in cases where the 
origin of the storm can be well determined, within 
the region of observation, it is found that electric dis¬ 
charges take their beginning along a long line simul¬ 
taneously; and it is conjectured, that the disturbance 
of the electric equilibrium, by the first discharge, 
propagates its influence from cloud to cloud, and 
causes simultaneous outbursts in different places, 5°. 
Heat-lightning is due to the presence of a storm at 
a great distance. In one instance it was traced to a 
storm 270 km. (107 miles) distant, 0°. Arranging 
the storms according to their frequency at each hour 
of the day, we find the hours from midnight to eight 
A, ic, of little activity, a very rapid rise from eight 
A. M. to four r. m,, and nearly as rapid a fail to mid¬ 
night. 

The above results show the importance of a detailed 
observance of these meteors. It is hardly probable 
that we can learn particulars of these so-called local 
storms, by observing them at stations a hundred or 
more miles ftpart. The various state weather-services 
have an excellent opportunity for undertaking such 
observations. It may be possible to learn the move¬ 
ments of these storms over large areas, and thus to 



630 


SCIENCE 


■ [Vbi.. II., No. 40. 


give warning of their approach three or even four 
hours In advance, — ( Zeitachr . met ., June.) H. A. h. 

[339 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Bureau of oommerolal aoieace. — The Ministry 
of commerce in France has just, instituted a new bu¬ 
reau, which U to be directed by M. Kenard, formerly 
librarian of the Ministry of marine. This bureau is 
intended to bring together the publications, letters, 
travels, and information bearing on commerce, indus¬ 
try in foreign countries, navigation, which come 
to the authorities in various ways, fcml selections and 
translations of documents from foreign sources and 
collections. Those considered of importance will he 
printed for the public use, — {Soc. de ytiogr. Parte, 
June.) w. ti. i>. (340 

Notea on population. —The late census of Mo¬ 
naco shows the principality to contain 9,108 inhale 
Hants, of w hich more than onc-thlrd are French,—**— 
Born ParMans are always in a minority in that 
city, numbering, according to the latest figures, about 
thirty-two per cent of the population. The city con¬ 
tains 104,0:58 foreigners, of which, in round numbers, 
4ft,(NX) are Belgians, 111,2(H) Germans, 21,600 Ital¬ 
ians, 21,(H)0 Swiss, 10,800 English, 0,250 Dutch, and 
about ft,(XX) each, Americans, Russians, and Austrians. 
Twenty per cent of the total increase of the popula¬ 
tion of Baris during the years 187(4-81 is due to the 

increase of resident foreigners.-The stagnation 

of the population of France is exciting much atten¬ 
tion , and even apprehension. It is sufficiently evinced 
by its proportional ratio to the Anglo-Germanic popu¬ 
lation of Europe. This in 1700 was three to three, or 
fifty per cent; that is to say, France equalled in pop¬ 
ulation the whole of the group referred to. In 
1881, however, her ratio was as three to seventeen; 
or, if the Anglo-Germans of the United States be 
counted In, it was only three to thirty, or about ten 
per cent. — The population native to the Marque¬ 
sas Islands In'1855 was about 12,000: at present it 

has diminished to G,700.-The population of Tunis, 

it seems, has been greatly exaggerated. Instead of 
five or even two and a half million, as has been 
accepted for some years, the late Investigations of 
M. IVrpetue show that the total figure, probably, 
should not exceed 1,400,000, of which about 66,000 
are foreigners. — (Bull. sue. g6ogr. Mara., June.) 
w. if. n. [341 

(North America.) 

Fisheries of British Columbia.— ‘Foreign vessels 
have been officially warned from taking or curing 
fish within three miles of the coast of the province. 
The value of the catch for 1882 was $1,842,675, and 
of vessels, nets, etc., $220,600. Twenty canneries and 
other land-stations are assessed, at $402*000. They 
employed, in 1882, 5,215 hands and 70 vessels; and the 
increase in value, over 1881, of the product, was over 
thirty per cent. Mom than twelve million cans of 
salmon and nearly six hundred thousand pounds of 
herring were put up during the season, -w. n. n. 

(343 

Balmon-ftsherles in the north-west — -The out¬ 


put of canned salmon on the Columbia River, at the 
close of the season, was 020,488 cases, and the disburse¬ 
ments to the fishermen employed were $1,550,000. 
In 1882, 541,800 cases were put up on the Columbia. 
About 17,500 cases had been put up on the Fraser 
River to Aug. 1; but, for the complete returns, details 
for this and the Alaskan region are not yet received. 
The total pack on all rivers on the north-west coast 
of America, in 1882, was 041,187 cases, each contain¬ 
ing the equivalent of forty-eight pounds of canned 
fish, or at least double that amount of fresh fish, 
equal to about live million individual salmon of ten 
pounds ouch. —w. a. r>. [343 

(South America,} 

Notes,—C. de Amezaga, in the Bulletin of the 
Italian geographical society, gives a general descrip¬ 
tion of the Galapagos, with a map, from investiga¬ 
tions by Wolf and loaza, and an historical account of 
them, and the endeavors to colonize them. It ap¬ 
pears that there Is actually a small settlement on 
Chatham Island of recent date. Older ones on Flo- 
riana all came to an unfortunate termination, —— 
The Institute Argentino meditates an expedition to 
southern Patagonia, to he directed by Capt. Carlo 
Moyauo, who lately crossed the Patagonian desert 

from Santa Cruz to Port Deseado.-The death of 

Bartolomeo Lucioli is reported on the 9th of June, 
while on Ids way from Lisbon to Para. The deceased, 
who was about fifty years of age, had been a civil 
and military officer in the Peruvian service, but was 
afterward more distinguished as an explorer of the 
Ucayali and upper Amazons, and as the collector of 
a precious ethnological exhibit now In the Ethno¬ 
logical museum at Rome, relating to the inhabitants 

of this region.-The commission for determining 

the boundary between Venezuela and Brazil, in the 
vicinity of the Orinoco, has returned to Rio Janeiro* 
They bring valuable geographical material, but have 
suffered severely from fever and other evils attendant 

on such explorations In South America.-Lovi- 

sato, one of Bove’s companions, ,has read a paper 
before the Italian geographical society on his geo¬ 
logical researches In Patagonia and Tterra del Fuego, 
describing the glaciers of the latter region, and sug¬ 
gesting reasons for the supposition that the antarc¬ 
tic region is occupied by land rather than sea. —— 
Some notes on New- Grenada, made in 1017-30 by 
Hubert Verdonck, a Belgian Jesuit, appear in the 
Anvers Bulletin. They contain a few ethnological 
and historical details of interest; hut even at that 
time the aborigines had totally disappeared from the 
vicinity of Carthagena and Panama. — A letter 
from .the French meteorological station at Orange 
Harbor, in the JRcvtte ytiographlyue for July, while 
containing no information of importance, is accom¬ 
panied by two characteristic illustrations of Fuegtan 
people, and one of their dogs. — w. h. d, {344 

BOTANY. 

By Hog# fungorum. — The second volume by 
Prof. P. A. Saccardo, of more than eight hundred, 
pages, includes all the remaining species of Pyre- 
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nomycetes not treated in the first volume, together 
with an Index of all the genera and specie# of the 
order. There are also several pages of addenda to 
both volumes, including the species published up to a 
very recent date. In fulness and general arrange¬ 
ment, the present volume has the same merits as its 
predecessor. VoJ. hi. is announced to appear in 1884, 
and will include the Sphaeropsoideae, Melanconieae, 
and Hyphomycetes.—w. a, F. * [345 

Uluatrationa of Britdeh fungi.—'This compre¬ 
hensive and finely executed work by M, C. Cooke has 
now reached the end of the second volume, including 
eighteen parts and an index. The two volumes al¬ 
ready issued include figures of all the leucosporic 
species of Agaricus known to occur in Britain, except 
twenty-six little-known species, three hundred and 
Beveuty-eighfc species with varieties being represented' 
— a considerably larger number than is included in 
the works of Soworby, Builiard, or Krombholz. The 
work will be continued, and contain plates of the re¬ 
maining sections of Agaricus, — w. o. f. [346 

Ascoaporea in the genua Saccharomyces.— 
In the reports of the Carlsherg laboratory, Hansen 
gives a r&twu? of his researches on the formation of 
ascospores in the different foims of Saccharomyces. 
While in general he agrees with Rees's views, he 
denies the possibility of distinguishing species of Sac¬ 
charomyces by the ascospores; and, in fact, he is 
hardly inclined to admit the specific value of the 
different forms described by Rees. Hansen’s ex¬ 
periments were made with cultures of single spores 
obtained by a process of dilution, which he describes 
in detail; and the purity of the cultures was recog¬ 
nized by the formation, on the walls of the culture- 
flasks, of a single spot formed from the growth of one 
spore* He also adopted, with good results, Koch’s 
method of gelatine culture. While the ascospores of 
" the different so-called species of Saccharomyces can¬ 
not be distinguished by their shape, Hansen found 

- that there was a difference in the time of their ger¬ 
mination when exposed to different temperatures; 
and he gives a series of curves to represent the results 
of his experiments with regard to the temperature in 
six different forms. The curves all have a similar 

' form; but the maxima and minima vary with the 
different species, the minimum being between 0. 
and 8* (X, and the maximum about 871° C. There 
Mlowa a discussion of what Pasteur calls Torulae, 
which resemblefc species of Saccharomyces, but are 
separated from that genus by Ha men, because he 

- found that they did not produce ascospores. The 
paper concludes with an account of diseases of beer 

; caused by certain alcoholic ferments,—w. g. f. [347 

ZOOLOGY. 

Wanna 

Homology of the ncmertewa proboscis and 
the chorda [dorsalis, — In an article on the an¬ 
cestral form of? the chordata, Hubrecht defends the 
following speculative thesis; “ According to my opin¬ 
ion, the proboscis of the nemerteans, which arises 
r ah Invagihabie structure (entirely derived, both 
phyk* and onto-genetically, from the epiplast), and 


which passes through a part of the cerebral ganglion, 
is homologous with the rudimentary organ, which is 
found in the whole series of vertebrates without ex¬ 
ception, — the hypophysis cerebri. The proboscidean 
sheath is comparable In situation (and development ?) 
with the chorda dorsalis of vertebrates.” Without 
adding new facts, but merely basing his arguments 
on what is already known, the author defends his 
hypothesis with great ingenuity. His chief argu¬ 
ment Is, that the proboscis and the hypophysis are 
both anterior ectodermal invaginations, and are ho¬ 
mologous. His u*&of terms is misleading. By ‘pro¬ 
boscis he designates apparezatly both the free portion 
of the proboscis and its sheath; by ‘proboscidean 
sheath/ on the contrary, the posterior portion of the 
proboscis, which has no sheath, and is not free. 
At least, his descriptions became intelligible to the 
reporter only on that assumption. The posterior 
unfree part of the proboscis he considers the homo- 
logue of the notochord. The vertebrates are not 
connected with the annelids; but, on the contrary, 
the two lateral nerves of lower worms have united 
dorsally to make the central nervous system of ver¬ 
tebrates, ventraUy to form the ganglionic chain of 
annelids and their derivatives. In the second half 
oti his paper, the author endeavors to strengthen 
his position by comparisons between other organs 
in nemerteans and vertebrates, [It is possible that 
Hubrecht*# hypothesis will be verified; but the ob¬ 
jections to it conic to mind so immediately, and in 
such throngs, that it is difficult to believe the hypoth¬ 
esis well founded. Some of the most serious objec¬ 
tions are ably presented by Whitman in an article 
accidentally published in the same number (p. 876), 
and arguing In favor of the arm el id an affinities of 
vertebrates.] — (Quart, journ. micr. sc., xxiU. 849.) 
c. s. M. [348 

Embryology of Planaria polychroa, — Metach- 
nikoff has* studied the development of fresh-water 
planarians, and reached conclusions that are, in part, 
very startling. PI. polychroa lays its egg-capsules 
in late spring and early summer. Each capsule con¬ 
tains from four to six eggs, and thousands of the so- 
called * yolk-cdis.’ The egg has no membrane. The 
yolk-cells immediately around each ovum break down, 
their membranes disappear; but their nuclei remain 
for a long time distinguishable, although they finally 
disappear hi the embryo, into the composition of 
which these disintegrated cells enter. The ovum seg¬ 
ments, but the cleavage-cells do not cohere, there be¬ 
ing no vitelline, membrane: on the contrary, each 
embeds itself in the mass derived from the yolk-cells. 
In some manner, which is left in complete obscurity 
by the author’s descriptions, the cells from the ovum 
gradually spread themselves, and form first the 
pharynx, and then an epidermal layer of thin cells, 
which encloses the whole of the disintegrated yolk- 
mass, together with cells from the ovum, embedded 
in it. In the centre of this mixed parcnchym ap¬ 
pears a cavity which communicates with the lumen 
of the pharynx. This last seizes and swallows the 
surrounding yolk-cells, each intact The cells scat¬ 
tered through the body form the mesoderm (mes- 
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encbym), which arrsnges itself so as to form the 
partitions of the body, dividing the disintegrated 
yolk-mass into separate accumulations, which, com¬ 
bining with the yolk-cells swallowed, gradually 
assume the form of the intestine with its coeca. 
No entoderm exists, unless two cells at the base of 
the proboscis are a remnant of It. During these 
changes the nervous system appears, and the sheath 
around the proboscis is developed. Metschnikoff 
advances the opinion, that the yolk-cells swallowed, 
though not derived from the ovum, and being foreign 
bodies, nevertheless become the*(?ells of the apparent 
entoderm of the adult. He further believes Shat the 
nervous system is derived from the mesoderm. If 
Metschnikoff Is correct in maintaining, that, first, 
there are no epithelial germ-layers; second, the cleav¬ 
age-cells are mixed with and embedded in a foreign 
substance; third, foreign cells form the entoderm, 
there being no embryonic entoderm; fourth , the 
nervous system is derived from the mesoderm, — then 
it is obvious that the general conclusions which we 
are wont to consider to have been well established by 
embryological research are erroneous, although they 
rest upon a vast body of evidence. One would sup¬ 
pose that no attempt to set this evidence aside would 
be made, except after the most unquestionable 
determination of new facts. Now, Metschnikoff’s 
researches leave every one of the processes involved 
in his novel views In absolute darkness; for he has 
not, for the most part, observed them at all. His 
surprising deductions are based upon a failure to 
ascertain what are the actual processes, and seem to 
the reporter invalid. The value of the real obser¬ 
vations is, of course, unaffected by the speculative 
portions of the essay. — (Zeitsch. wise, xooi, xxxvlil. 
381.) o. b. li. [349 

laseot*. 

Epidermal glands of caterpillars and Mala- 
chins. —The following are the principal results ob¬ 
tained by Stan. Klemensicwlcz. 1°. The eighth and 
ninth segments of the larvae of Liparis, Leucoma, 
Orgyia, and Porthesia auriflua, have each a little pro¬ 
tuberance on the median dorsal line, with th$ open¬ 
ing of a gland at the summit. The secretion is clear 
and odorless. The skin Is Invagtnated at the top 
of the papilla to form a pendent sack, at the base of 
which are inserted two muscles running obliquely 
backwards; and there also open two glands by a com¬ 
mon duct. The external surface of the glands is 
smooth, but in their interior each gland-cell forms 
a separate bulging mass: the appearance thus pre¬ 
sented is singular. The lumen of the duct is very 
small; Its thick walls are formed by two large cells, 
much Uke those of the gland proper. In Leucoma 
saltcis there are quite similar glands on the fourth 
and fifth segments, 2°, The exsertile horns of Pa* 
pilto Machaon, larva, are described. They are really 
developments of the tegument: the epidermal cells 
of their walls are large, and contain numerous rod- 

haped bodies; but the cells at the base of the 
horns are much smaller, and glandular (their secre¬ 
tion being probably discharged through pores of the 
adjacent cutlcula). It may be assumed, that the 


odorous secretion accumulates in the invftginated 
horns, and is freed by their exsertion. 3°, The cat¬ 
erpillar of Harpyia vinula has a gland in the first seg¬ 
ment, opening ventrally. The gland is flask-shaped, 
the neck acting as duct, and opening into a large 
transverse fissure; the body of the flask is the gland 
proper, and is lined by polygonal epithelial cells, With 
irregularly shaped nuclei; the epithelium rests upon a 
thin tunica propria, 4°. A similar organ to the last 
mentioned was described in Vanessa larvae, by Ro- 
genhofer ( Verb. zooL~0ot. ges. Wien , xll. 1227): It Is an 
invagination of the skin on the ventral side of the 
first segment; its cuticula is thin, and forms numerous 
■little cups, undereach of which is a thin epithelial 
cell. 5°, The orange-colored fleshy warts on the 
sides of the thorax and abdomen of Malachius are 
also glandular. The epidermis presents no special 
features in the warts, except that it bears scattered 
unicellular glands of the form typical for Insects; 
they are flask-shaped, with a coifed cuticular duct 
In their interior, the duct being continuous with a 
pore-canal through the general cutlcula of the wart. 

In the lower and larger end of each cell, lies the round 
nucleus. — (Verh. zool-bot. ges. Wien , xxxii. 450.) 
o, s, m. [350 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Prehistoric oopper.—Professor J. D. Butler con¬ 
fidently asserts that the Wisconsin state historical 
society’s collection contains more American aborigi¬ 
nal copper implements than he has been able to hear 
of in all other cabinets whatever. One axe weighs 
four pounds twelve ounces and a quarter, and is the 
heaviest article of wrought copper as yet brought to 
light. Fourteen new implements have lately been 
added, some of them unique in form, or size, or In 
the location from which they were derived. More 
than fifty coppers have come to the cabinet from 
Washington county alone. This fact is doubtless 
due to Mr. Perkins’s persistent search In that locality. 

— (Wise. hist, coll., ix. 07.) dr. w. F. [351 

Aztalan — The largest and most elaborate aborigi¬ 
nal monument in Wisconsin is Aztalan, fifty miles 
east of Madison, It was first discovered by Timothy 
Johnson In 1386, and described by Nathaniel F. Hyer 
in the Milwaukee advertiser, January, 1887. Mr. 
Stephen Taylor gave an Illustrated account of It In 
Stfttmon’s journal In 1848; and the place was first 
accurately surveyed and plotted by Dr. Lapham, in 
1850, whose description and drawings were published 
in 1855, in the Smithsonian contributions to knowl¬ 
edge. 44 This strange monument,” says Prof. But¬ 
ler," “was styled Aztalan by Mr. Hyer, Inasmuch 
as U seemed to him a structure worthy of the Aztecs.” 
Upon this point Mr. Feet says, 44 The name Aztalan 
was derived from a tradition, which was said to he 
Common among the Indians, that a people partially 
civilized built here a city, end a hundred years after¬ 
ward, becoming dissatisfied, proceeded south to Mex¬ 
ico.” There is no reason to suppose that the Artemy 
or any other Mexican people, were in any way con* 
netted with it. Much curiosity has been ^xdtefi with ! 
reference to the Aztalan Vicks, Which aresbapeJess 
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clod* of clay, burnt red and pretty hard. The process 
of burning is supposed to have been similar to that 
discovered by Schliemann at Troy. The soil, a sort 
of loam, liad been thrown up into a rampart, the 
whole coated with clay matted together with bushes 
and sedge. Over all were heaped prairie-grass and 
trees, and the pile set on fire. Dr, Yarrow describes 
a like process pursued in North Carolina grave- 
mounds. — ( Wise. hist, coll., ix. 99.) J. W, P. [352 

EARLY INSTITUTIONS. 

History of agricultural prices in England.— 

M. Jusserand reviews Mr. Thorold Rogers's work 
upon this subject. He pronounces it one of the 
great books of our century, and indispensable to 
the student of economic history. It is full of facts 
hitherto unknown, or, if known, unclassified, and In¬ 
accessible to most students. Mr, Rogers’s Opinion 
that the fifteenth century, and the beginning of the 
sixteenth, was a golden age for the laboring-people of 
England, is cited as especially notable, inasmuch as 
a contrary opinion has generally obtained up to this 
time, — (Hen. critique , 18 juln, 1883.) i>. w. It. [353 

Indirect taxation among the Romans. — M. 
Darestc Bums up all, or nearly all, that is known upon 
this subject. Very little is known; and very little Is 


likely to be known, unless some more inscriptions, 
like that discovered not long ago In the ruins of 
Palmyra, should be found. It was an Important find, 
— a custom-house tariff with regulations regarding 
the collection of duties. (See Bull, corresp. hellen,, 
mai-juin, 1882.) The Inscription has not yet been 
published. The principal indirect taxes of the Ro¬ 
mans were, the custom-house duty (portorlum), a 
tax on successions, upon the manumission of slaves, 
and the sale of movable goods. They were not very 
heavy taxes at any tithe. M, Dareste gives us a very 
good acaount of the portorlum. The Roman custom¬ 
houses were scattered about here and there, wher¬ 
ever merchants were wont to pass or to congregate. 
A list of localities where there were custom-houses is 
given. The portorlum was a percentage levied upon 
the value of merchandise. Only merchandise was 
subject to it. Personal effects of travellers, iu- 
stnimenta itineria } etc., were free of duty. A list of 
writings upon the subject is given. The principal 
work cited Is that of M, R. Cagnat: jStude kfotorlquti 
sur leu ImpOtti indirecta chez let liomctin*. It was 
written before the discovery of the Palmyra inscrip¬ 
tion.— {Stances trav* acad. inacr. y Feb.-March, 
1883.) x>. w. K. [354 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

Geological survey, 

Fleld-worfc of the division of the Great Batin* —In 
consequence of the extension of the work of the 
survey to the Atlantic states, the director has found 
it necessary to divert some of its force from investi¬ 
gations already Initiated, One of the most important 
researches thus stopped is that of the quaternary 
lakes of the Great Basin. The corps was reduced 
at the beginning of the fiscal year, and Instructed to 
devote the field season to supplementing the material 
already acquired, so as to prepare It for publication 
without future visits to the district. 

The office at Salt-Lake City was closed on the 30th 
of June, and field operations were immediately begun, 
Mr. I. C. Bussell, assistant 4 geologist, proceeded to 
Mono valley, California, and carried to completion his 
examination of the existing lake and its ancient ex¬ 
pansion. He Included in his study, also, the six 
extinct glaciers which anciently .debouched in the 
Mono valley, tracing them to their common source 
to the great ndvd of the Sierra Nevada, Incidentally 
he examined the Ice-masses associated with some of 
the summits of the Sierra, and brought the camera 
to bear on them. These have been balled glaciers by 
Muir and others, but are said by Ming to be unworthy 
of the name; and it may be hoped that these later 
observations and illustrations will suffice to place the 
matter beyohd controversy. 

[{' from the Mono basin he proceeded to the Walker, 


Carson, Pyramid, Winnemucca, ami Black Book ba¬ 
sins, for the purpose of re-investlgating certain points 
connected with the history of the ancient Lake 
Lahontan, upon which ho Is preparing a report. 

Mr. W. p. Johnson, topographer of the division, 
spent the summer, under Mr. Russell's direction, in 
surveys for a general map of the Mono basin, and is 
now engaged on a series of special maps of ancient 
glacial moraines. 

Ensign J. B. Bemadou, detailed from the navy for 
the purpose, has acted during the summer as Mr. 
Russell’s assistant, 

Mr. G. Gilbert, who has general charge of the 
work, spent a few weeks in the field, visiting locali¬ 
ties of special Interest In the Lahontan, Bonneville, 
and Mono basins. He was accompanied in the Lahon¬ 
tan basin by Mr. R. Ellsworth Call, the concbologiat, 
who is engaged In a study of the motluscan faunas of 
the quaternary lakes of the Groat,Basin, and took the 
field for the purpose of familiarizing himself with 
their geological relations. 

The Champlain valley. — Mr. Charles D. Walcott, 
with Mr. C. Curtice as assistant, has been studying 
the formations between the arcbean and Trenton to 
Saratoga county, N.Y., and along up the Champlain 
valley on both Bides of the lake. 

Saratoga village, west of the fault-line along which 
the springs occur, was found to be built over a massive, 
gray, magnesian limestone, that carries a strongly 
marked fauna closely allied to that of the Potsdam 
sandstone Of Wisconsin. The geologic section from 
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the archean to!the base of the biid’a-eye limestone 
was fouxul to be of great interest. At Glen Fall#, 
Essex, Ausable Chasm, and Chazy, N.Y., sections 
were taken, and collections formed. 

Tlie sections taken at Highgatc Springs, Swanton, 
8t Alban’s, ami Georgia, Yt., by Professor Jules 
Mareou, were} critically examined, and large collec¬ 
tions of fossils secured. The data obtained show 
the dip of the Winooski marble series and the slates 
above, carrying the Olenellus fauna, to be the same. 
The five hundred feet of magnesian limestone, with 
its interbedded arenaceous layers, conformably#under- 
lie the Olenellus beds. The fauna at the Georgia 
localityVas^ncreascd by the addition of eight species 
not before reported as occurring there. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

Mr. H. M. Stanley contributes to the New-Eng- 
lander an interesting, and, on the whole, clearly writ¬ 
ten study, entitled ‘ Evolution as bearing on method 
in teleology.’ The essay follows a train of thought 
somewhat similarfyo the one stated in a book that 
appears almost at the same time, and that we reviewed 
recently; viz., Mr. Hicks’s Critique of design argu¬ 
ments. Mr. Stanley Is thankful to the doctrine of ev¬ 
olution for having rid teleology of a useless and some¬ 
what dangerous argument, —th© argument from mere 
ignorance; he., from our incapacity to explain cer¬ 
tain singular or wonderful things save by supposing a 
powerful being directly working to produce them. 
This argument, which covers, on the whole, much 
the same ground as is covered by what Mr, Hicks 
calls teleology in the narrower sense, Is regarded by 
Mr. Stanley as superseded by the doctrine of evolu¬ 
tion. We now Bee that nature ought to be regarded 
as a ‘practically infinite series of second causes;* ao 
that, if we are now ignorant of the cause of any phe¬ 
nomenon, w© still have a right to expect to find for 
It hereafter a purely natural cause. Every thing has 
grown; and we have to view nature as a vast and 
perfect machine, self-supplying, self-regulating, and 
not needing any workman to stand by to watch the 
steam-gauge, to put In the material, or to oil the 
bearings. Yet this view is not atheistic, according 
to Mr. Stanley; for the supposition of a designing 
intelligence remains, only this Intelligence is * imma- 
nently behind phenomena.’ By this being, all things 
consist. In fact, the more nearly automatic the ma¬ 
chine, the more perfect the contriving intelligence. 

If an automatic locomotive-machine is a sign of 
very great intelligence, how much greater Intelli¬ 
gence would an automatic universe-machine exhibit ? 
. . , Teleology has been called a ‘ carpenter theory,* 
but a teleology which views the universe as a practi¬ 
cally iuflnite automatic machine would forever destroy 
the force of any such epithet.** In other words, as 
we understand Mr. Stanley, a * practically Infinite * 
carpenter wbuld he something much better than a 
carpenter; and teleology gains rather than loses when 
the doctrine of evolution shows that the carpenter’s 
tinkering of his work, If there is any tinkering, is 
practically infinitesimal. All this seems to ns not at 


all novel; but, for the most part, it is very well put, 
and worth saying. 

But when we inquire of any of these evolutionary 
design arguments, not how they defend themselves 
against the charge of atheism, but how they demon¬ 
strate theism, we are disappointed. Mr. Hicks, as 
we saw in reviewing him, is very definite on this point 
as to what he attempts, and as to what he does not 
attempt; but his definiteness only serves to show his 
weakness. He declares that order, as such, Is proof 
of intelligence, but adds that the proof Is solely 
inductive. Men are orderly because they are intelli¬ 
gent; hence nature, if orderly, must be somehow 
associated with intelligence, We answered this In¬ 
duction by asking whether all brilliantly colored 
odjects must needs be visited by Insects merely be¬ 
cause the colors of flowers depend upon their relations 
to the habits of insects. But with Mr. Stanley we 
hardly have room for so definite a criticism; for, 
though his argument in favor of theism, in so far 
as he suggests one at all, seems to be inductive, it 
seems also most carefully to shun any such definite 
statement as should make It definitely answerable. 
The vast machine needs, it would seem, a controlling 
Intelligence, which does not interfere with it, and yet 
does somehow direct it. The ‘practically infinite 
series of second causes * is not enough by itself, and 
we must somehow get outside of it to find a designer; 
and, when we ask how the designer is related to the 
series of second causes, we get the charmingly inno¬ 
cent answer, that he is Mmroanently behind phenom¬ 
ena,’ — an expression that seems to us either mere 
words, or else an excellent Irish bull. Perhaps Mr. 
Stanley can explain this phrase for us; but mean¬ 
while, as one casts about for an interpretation, one 
Is reminded strongly of Brer Fox, In the wonderful 
tar-baby story, as he * lay low * in the bushes, watch¬ 
ing His creation the tar-baby while it slowly In trapped 
Brer Rabbit. Possibly Brer Fox was ‘ imm&nently 
behind * that tar-baby. But our criticism is only of 
bad arguments and of obscure expressions, not of the 
view itself that the order of the universe implies an 
intelligence. The latter we hold as positively as Mr. 
Hicks or Mr. Stanley, only we insist that the question 
is not in the least one of inductive science, The 
4 design * argument in all its accustomed forms Is bad, 
because It is an inductive argument, applied as true 
empirical science never applies any inductive argu-. 
ments; vie., to matters wholly beyond the limits of 
phenomenal existence. The whole question Is one 
of philosophy. Hot as a result of Induction, but as an 
implied premise of the inductive, or of some other 
rational thinking process, must this doctrine of intelli¬ 
gence In nature be established, if at all; and therefore 
only a critical philosophy, that examines the assump* 
tions lying at the basis of the thinking processes, has 
any business with the question. Empirical science, 
as such, has simply once for all 4 no need of that < 
hypothesis.* 

— A fire broke out last week In the cellar of the ' 
building ‘containing the geological collections at Am* 
berst college. Fortunately it wax discovered eariy,and 
put out by the students before any serious damage 
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was done. It will be recollected that the college lost 
the floe mlneralogical cabinet of Prof. C. M. Shepard 
last year by Are; and the fear of a repetition of that 
disaster caused a too hasty removal of many objects 
from the lower floor, labels and specimens becoming 
sadly mixed. The wind was very high; and, had the 
fire gained greater headway, nothing could have 
saved the museum, or the observatory attached. 

— Charles Leslie McKay of the U,8. signal-service, 
stationed at Nushegak, Alaska, was drowned In Bris¬ 
tol Bay last April, while engaged in collecting fishes 
for the U.S. national museum. Mr. McKay had done 
considerable work in ichthyology, his moat Impor¬ 
tant publication being a ‘ JKoview of the Centrarehi- 
dae,’ in the Proceedings of the U. S. national museum 
for 1881, 

— At its meeting, Oct. ‘27, the Philosophical society 
of Washington listened to a communication by Dr. 
T. N. Gill on the ichthyological results of the voyage 
of the Albatross, and to one by Prof, A. Graham 
Bell on fallacies concerning the deaf. Dr, Gill de¬ 
scribed two anomalous fishes, one of which required 
the institution of a new order. Professor Bell’s 
paper was the subject of a lively debate. 

— Those who have followed the discussions in Soi- 
knck on the St. David’s rocks will be interested in a 
new phase of the controversy, introduced by a paper 
before the British association by Prof. J. F, Blake. 
The rocks below the Cambrian conglomerate have 
been described by Dr. Hicks as bedded rocks belong¬ 
ing to three*distinct periods. The same rooks have 
been recently asserted by Dr. Geikie to be partly Cam¬ 
brian, and partly intrusive. , Professor Blake contends 
that they arc pre-Cambrian in age, but form a very 
complete volcanic series, which may well be desig¬ 
nated the Dlmettan. The basis of the series is the 
Dimetlan granite, serving as the core. This is sur¬ 
rounded by the more acid rocks, as the quartz felsitcs 
and the felspar porphyries (the so*called Arvoni- 
an); and the more outlying portions consist of very 
varying materials, chiefly rough ashes or agglom¬ 
erate breccias, — on the east side finely-bedded ‘ halle- 
ftintas,’ and on the north side many basic lava-flows. 
These are the so-called ‘Pebidlan,* The arrange¬ 
ment of .these rocks shows the characteristic irregu¬ 
larity of Volcanic rocks; and, though many portions 
are bedded, they have no dominant strike over the 
Whole district. The Cambrian series, commencing 
with the conglomerates, is quite independent, and 
hangs together as a whole. In no case can a continu¬ 
ous passage be proved from the one series to the other: 
the junction is in most cases a faulted one; and, 
at the places where this is noteo, the conglomerate 
lies on different beds of the volcanic series* 

—-At the meeting of the Boston society of natural 
history, Nov. 7, Prof. M* w, Haynes spoke of the 
agricultural implements of the New-Englond Indians, 
Prof* W. Q. Crosby read a paper on the origin and 
relations of continents and ocean-basins, and Dr. M. 
& Wadsworth gave brief notes on the lithology of 
the island of Jura, Scotland. 

Jfr, Oeoige Shoemaker, a very industrious and 
phomUing young naturalist connected with the Nation* 


a! museum, died in Washington on the 12th of Octo* 
her. 

— Herr Jacobson, who has spent four years on the 
north-west coast of America in making ethnological 
collections for the Berlin museum, has recently re¬ 
turned, and will sail for Europe. 

—Dr. Leonhard Stejneger has arrived in San Fran¬ 
cisco, en route for Washington. He has spent a year 
in Bering Island in the study of its fauna, and in 
collecting remains of the extinct arctic sea-cow. 

— Tiie Hydrographic office has published a mono¬ 
graph {no. 4.), by Lieut. Southerland, upon the two 
August hurricanes. It contains abstracts from the 
logs of forty vessels which were near the path of one 
or both of these storms, a chart of the course of each 
storm, a diagram of the tracks of two barques which 
were near the path of the second hurricane, and sail¬ 
ing-directions for managing vessels when near similar 
dangerous cyclones. The projected paths resemble 
those previously published by the signal-office in the 
Weather review for August (Science, no. 87), hut 
differ somewhat In detail. The latter were based 
upon the reports of more vessels than those enumer¬ 
ated by Lieut. Southerland. Some of the ships men¬ 
tioned are common to the two reports; but doubtless 
a more accurate representation of the paths of the 
hurricanes could have been obtained, bad all the data 
been combined in one report. 

— Mr. J. B, Kell, C.K., gave a paper on the con¬ 
struction and working of alpine railways, at the 
recent meeting of the British association, which Is 
thus reported in Nature. There are three alpine rail¬ 
ways in existence at the present time, — the Mont 
Cenis and St, Gotliard railways, which have been 
made with long summit tunnels, and with ordinary 
gradients; and the Brenner railway, that has been 
made with similar gradients, but without a long tun¬ 
nel. The important question has now arisen, and has 
been taken into serious consideration by the govern¬ 
ments and local authorities interested, as to how far it 
may be possible to make other trans-alpine railways, 
some of which are urgently needed, at a cost that 
wotild render them financially practicable; and, to 
accomplish this object, it has been proposed to effect a 
reduction of one-half or more of the cost, by carrying 
these railways over the mountain-passes by means of 
steep gradients and the use of the centre rail system, 
as it was adopted on the Mont Cenis railway. Upon 
these improved summit railways the same weight and 
number of trains could be run that are now running 
on the Mont Cents tunnel railway; and, with the pro¬ 
tection of avalanche galleries and covered ways, the 
regularity of the service would be maintained at all 
seasons of the year. The extra cost of working- 
expenses caused by working over a higher level than 
that of a tunnel line would, if capitalized and added 
to the cost of construction, still leave a clear net sav¬ 
ing of more than ono-balf in the cost of construction, 
as compared with the cost of a tunnel railway. The 
result of the experiences of the last twenty-five years 
seems to point to the conclusion that a method of 
constructing alpine railways with long, non-paying 
tunnels, Is a thing of the past* The future belongs 
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to the best system that can be devised for overcoming 
the difficulties of trans-alpine railways rather by add¬ 
ing to the powers of the locomotive-engine, and r by 
other mechanical appliances for reducing the coat of 
traction on steep inclines, which methods are capable 
of indefinite improvement, than by burying in gigan¬ 
tic tunnels enormous sums of unproductive capita!, 
that, when once expended, are Irrecoverably lost. 

— We learn from Nature that the electric railway 
from Portmsh to the (riant’s Causeway was opened 
Sept. 28 by Earl Spencer; and tftnong others pres¬ 
ent, were Sir William Thomson, Sir William Siemens, 
and Sir Frederick Bram well. It is over six mites 
long, and has cost £46,000. The line, after passing 
through the principal street of Portrush, follows the 
seaside road, a portion of a footpath six feet broad 
being reserved for the railway. The gauge is only 
three feet; and the gradients are very stecp^rrln 
places as much as one In thirty-five; and in parts of 
its course the curves are sharper than might have 
been desirable had the route which it takes been 
chosen by the engineers. The force to work It is 
generated by a waterfall In the river Bush, with au 
available head of twenty-four feet, the electric current 
being conveyed by an underground cable to the *nd 
of the tramway. The water-power passing thretfigh 
turblnd water-wheels, which utilize the whole force 
of the fall, is said to amount to ninety horse. 

— At the meeting of the Engineers* club of‘ Pbila- * 
delphla, Oct. 20, Mr. John Haug exhibited and de¬ 
scribed very complete sets of drawings for two vessels 
designed by him, — the one a tug-boat for the Phila¬ 
delphia board of health, and the other a barge for 
the transportation of freight and passenger cars. Mr* 
J. H. Harden read a paper, prepared for publication 
as part of the Report of the second geological survey 
of Pennsylvania, relating to the u Early mining opera¬ 
tions In Berks and Chester counties, including the 
present condition of the Jones mine.** Prof. L. M. 
Haupt presented notes on conventional colors for 
drawing. 

— Before the Biological society of Washington, at 
Its meeting, Nov. 2, the communications were: Dt: 
'George M. Sternberg, IJ.S.A,, Micrococci; Dr. E. 
M, Schaeffer, Further remarks on manna, with ex¬ 
hibition of specimens; Dr. T. H. Bean, Arrested 
asymmetry in a flounder, with exhibition of speci¬ 
mens; Professor Lester F. Ward, Mesozoic dicoty¬ 
ledons. 

— The autumn meeting of the Society of mechan¬ 
ical engineers, which has just closed In Now York, 
has been unusually well attended, and some important 
lines of discussion have been drawn out. Consider¬ 
able interest was shown in the proposed re-appoint¬ 
ment of a hoard to supervise the work with the 
Watertown testing-machine. 

“The Massachusetts agricultural experiment-sta¬ 
tion at the Agricultural college in Amherst, Mass., was 
established by an act of the legislature approved on 
the 12th of May, 1882. Its management Is vpeted 
a board of control, consisting of the governor of the 
state, two members of the .state board of agriculture, 
two members of the board of trustees of the Massa¬ 


chusetts agricultural college, one member of the 
Massachusetts society for promoting agriculture, and 
the president of the Massachusetts agricultural col¬ 
lege. The present officers of the station are all 
members of the college faculty, and are Prof. C. A* 
Goessmann, director and chemist; Prof. M. Miles,' 
superlntendent of field and stock experiments; and 
Prof. S. T, Maynard, superintendent of horticultural 
experiments, mlcroscoplst, and draughtsman. The 
station proposes to publish monthly bulletins, of 
which two have already appeared. The first contains 
an account of the organization of the station, and a 
general statement of Us purposes, and also analyses 
of ten samples of fodders. The second and third 
bulletins contain analyses of four samples of fodders 
and of fifty-six of fertilizers and fertilizing materials. 

— An extended review of the results of the German 
census of 1881 is given by Ch. Grad in the Bevue 
Hcienttyque , 1888,10ft. 
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FROM SUPERSTITION TO HUMBUG . 

It is related that especially fortunate English 
-commanders in India have encountered a ten¬ 
dency among the ignorant natives to exalt 
them as more than human beings. It is not 
-strange that a benighted and superstitious 
populace, astonished by exhibitions of power 
to it incomprehensible, should, for a time, turn 
from its own hazy gods to new and visible 
wonder-workers. * 

A somewhat similar revolution appears to 
accompany the progress of physical science. 
What its Mends have to contend with at pres¬ 
ent is not so much indifference or hostility, 
though these are not altogether lacking, as a 
too implicit and childlike confidence in the 
efficiency of scientific knowledge on the part 
of those to whom its ways are in the main 
unknown. 

The real conquests of science have been so 
vast aud unexpected, so much like the work¬ 
ings of magic, that people eagerly pay their 
homage to a power, which, though mysterious 
enough to engage their credulity, accomplishes 
every day feats that witches, ghosts, aud magi¬ 
cians performed only upon rare occasions. A 
genuine scientific man will disdain to abuse 
this confidence; but there are always camp- 
followers of the scientific army, who will find 
in it their opportunity. It is curious to see 
how those, who, a generation or two ago, would 
haye been the believers in witchcraft and all 
things 4 supernatural/ are how turning to be 
caught in the toils of scientific charlatanry. The 
wizard ofthe present day is an electrician. Elec¬ 
tricity and magnetism have become literally 
words to conjure with, 

There is a certain progress in this, though 
not in itself ft valuable progress* It is the 
advance from sheer ignorance to that tittle 
knowledge which is proyettwiftlly a dangerous 


thing. It is the advance from pure supersti¬ 
tion, in which men did not reason at all, to 
humbug, in which they reason from false or 
insufficient promises to wrong conclusions, 

Itttihould be said in justice to the scientific 
char&tan, that ho is frequently not dangerous, 
and is nearly always amusing. He possesses 
an audacity, a volubility, that, combined with 
his habit of blundering, make him a far more 
cheerful person to contemplate than his gloomy 
predecessor, the sorcerer. Take, for instance, 
the modern master of that ancient black art 
of divination by rods. A newspaper report, 
makes a 4 professor ’ of the science of 4 magnetic 
geology,’ as he calls it, speak as follows: — 

“ You take the ends of the forks, and grasp them 
tightly in either hand, allowing that portion where 
the forks join to point upward. . . , When one 
walks over a mineral substance in the ground, the 
electricity ascends through the hotly into the hands 
and rod, and draws the central or connecting por¬ 
tion of the rod downward. When this occurs, min¬ 
erals exist beneath the spot where you stand. If the 
rod begins to move as the person walks along, take 
particular notice of the spot where you stand when 
the movement begins. When the rod turns com¬ 
pletely over, measure the distance from where it first 
began to move to the spot where It indicates miner¬ 
als. This distance will give you the depth at which 
the mineral can be found.” 

4 Rabdomancy, or divination by rods, is as 
old as history, 1 some one recently remarked. 
The feature of this science peculiar to our ago 
is the pretence of explaining it. That the 
method is still resorted to quite widely, there 
can be no doubt. We read in a Vermont 
paper, that a few mouths ago the public au¬ 
thorities of Middlebury resorted to the rod 
when about to sink an artesian well. They 
then sank a shaft eighty feet at the spot desig¬ 
nated, and there struck, not water, but flint. 
We have lately heard of a man who ascertains 
by the divining-rod the proper spot for ground¬ 
ing lightning-rods. We have never seen a state¬ 
ment of his theory in his own words; but it 
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appears that he holds the doetrine that atmos¬ 
pheric electricity follows, or is controlled by, 
the course of underground electric currents. 
He claims, moreover, to be endowed with a 
peculiar sensitiveness that enables him, by 
walking over the ground with the forked stick 
in his hands, to detect the location of these 
currents. The last touch is given to this 
theory by the statement thatf it is necessary 
for the gifted manipulator of the rod to Vear 
rubber boots during the operation of divining, 
in order that he may be insulated from the 
ground. 

In regard to the human body and the reme¬ 
dies for its ills, people have always been super¬ 
stitious ; and so, naturally enough, the number 
of 1 electrio 1 and 4 magnetic ’ nostrums offered 
to afflicted humanity is very great. Their 
descriptions, however, are nearly always worth 
reading. Custom cannot stale the infinite 
variety of their absurdities. Here is a speci¬ 
men which came to hand a few days since in 
the advertising columns of a college paper : — 

" Labor, study, and research in America, Europe, 
and Eastern lands, have resulted in the Magnetic 
Lung Protector, . . . which, . . . with the continu¬ 
ous stream of magnetism permeating through the 
afflicted organs, must Restore them to a healthy 
action.” » 

There is a class of people who call them¬ 
selves magnetic physicians, — people who cure, 
in a modern way, by the laying-on of hands. 
They are apparently closely allied to the spirit¬ 
ualistic mediums, and evidently intend to use 
something more than a figure of speech in 
calling themselves magnetic. There is, for 
instance, in or near San Francisco, a certain 

Dr. H-, who gives people what he calls s 

magnetic baths. He claims to magnetize the 
water for the baths by dipping his hand in it. 
He is said to have an extensive practice. We 
have heard that the notorious Slade, whose 
feats made such an impression upon Professor 
Zfillner, claimed to possess a literal magnetic 
power* enabling him to rotate the plane of 
polarization of light. f 

Whatever may be the case with these pecul¬ 
iar people, it appears that others, not especially 


superstitious, do believe themselves particularly 
endowed or charged with electricity, because, 
for instance, they succeed in drawing spark* 
from their hair or clothing during cold weather. 
6t course, some people do have drier hair, 
or drier skins, than others, and do, therefore, 
as frictional electrical machines, surpass the 
majority of their fellow-mortals. Moreover, 
physiologists believe that in living bodies there 
exist slight electric currents capable of being 
detected by very sensitive apparatus* But 
apparently it is not with any intelligent refer¬ 
ence to these exceedingly minute currents, or 
to an electric charge acquired by friction, that 
a man speaks, when he offers to rub a weak or 
disabled arm because he is 4 strong, and frill 
of electricity, you know/ * The fact Is, we 
do not know, and we wish the man would 
explain. 

It would appear that such terms as 4 animat 
magnetism/ and 4 personal magnetism/ origi¬ 
nating, no doubt, in metaphor, are sometimes 
taken almost literally. We have met one or 
two very intelligent people who seemed to 
have a vague idea that psychological problems 
might be attacked by means of the laws of 
electricity aud magnetism. 

This list of frauds and delusions might be 
greatly extended. Enough has been said, how¬ 
ever, to illustrate some of the kinds of error 
into which people are led by their ignorance 
of the results and methods of scientific re¬ 
search. The need of a wider and more inti¬ 
mate knowledge of physics in ihe education of 
all classes yrohld, no doubt, be generally ac¬ 
knowledged. It should be observed, however, 
that the kind of half-knowledge of this subject 
which is frequently obtained from newspapers, 
and even from public lectures and popular 
scientific books, is the very pabulum of such 
errors and humbugs as we have described. A 
woman hears a lecture on sympathetic vibra¬ 
tions, fundamental tones, etc., notes the trem¬ 
bling of a church under the music of the organ, 
and writes to her religious paper ah enthusias¬ 
tic letter explaining the fell of Jericho in a 
scientific manner,-—and all in the interests of 
revealed Telijgioiri. 
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A man reads, or sees in a public hall, that 
two electrified pith-balls attract or repel each 
other. He learns that the human body may 
be charged with electricity. Straightway he 
begins, upon this basis, to explain the table¬ 
tipping feats of spiritualistic mediums, — a 
gross error, hardly more respectable thap the 
pure euperstitition of the veriest believer in 
ghosts. 

To make such errors impossible would re¬ 
quire that definite, familiar knowledge of things, 
in their quantitative relations, which is hardly 
to be obtained without actual contact. It 
would require a laboratory training; and it is 
perhaps impossible to make provision for a 
very extended training of this sort in any 
scheme of general education. 

The tendency of the times, however, is 
toward the objective and experimental in teach¬ 
ing ; and it is probable that the next few years 
will see considerable changes in the methods 
of general instruction in physics. 

WHIRLWINDS, CYCLONES, AND TOR¬ 
NADOES.'—III. 

We in ay now pass on from the small day¬ 
time whirls of dry air to the larger, long-endur¬ 
ing storms that are accompanied by rain ; and 
here will be met two new elements, — the effect 
of condensing vapor, and the effect of the 
earth's rotation, — both of great importance. 
As a sample under this second heading, we 
may take one of the cyclones of the Bay of 
Bengal; for the storms there are very charac¬ 
teristic of their class, and have of late years 
received much carefiil attention. There is 
good reason for thinking that these cyclones 
generally spring up in calms, much as the des¬ 
ert-whirls begin. The seasons and regions of 
their occurrence both point to that conclusion; 
fbr tropical cyclones seem never to begin in 
well-established wind-currents, but rather in a 
place of quiet, weak, or variable winds. By 
India, for example, the cyclones are almost 
unknown during the prevalence of the steady 
blowing monsoons, but ere not uncommon at 
those seasons when the monsoons change; that 
is, at times when the air has no well-established 
motion, but stands about idly, waiting for a 
decisive command to move on. During these 
idle times of stagnation, the lower afr may 

1 Otmttatttd from No, 40. 


become very warm and moist, and so prepare 
for a stormy overturning. The calm that pre¬ 
cedes a cyclone often makes part of the de¬ 
scription of a storm at sea: the air is close 
and oppressively warm ; the water settles down 
to a glassy surface; and now we may see, 
what is not always clearly expressed, that this 
calmness of the water, and oppressive heat of 
the air, are not antecedent effects of the com¬ 
ing storm, but are actually the conditions that 
allow and determine the beginning of a storm. 
Thte warmer the air and the quieter the water, 
the longer must have been the preparatory 
stage ; the greater the quantity of solar force 
collected in the lower atmosphere, the more 
violent will be the storm when it begins. This 
warm calm is really the embryo of the cyclone ; 
and, if it lie long enough in a proper latitude, it 
will grow to well-developed maturity. 

It is often stated that tropical oceanic cy¬ 
clones begin at the meeting of two opposite 
currents of air rather than at a time of calm. 
This may be true for some cases, and undoubt¬ 
edly has a very general application in temper¬ 
ate latitudes ; but it seems more probable that 
in the Bengal cyclones, and most other tropical 
hurricanes, this stage is a little later than the 
earliest beginning, and is really the first de¬ 
velopment of the inblowing winds. A general 
calm would doubtless be found to precede such 
opposed currents if observation could trace 
the antecedent conditions a little farther back 
than is usually possible. The principal con¬ 
trasts between the desert-whirls and the Bengal 
cyclones, at the time of their beginning, may 
be thus summarized: — 

First, The area and uniformity of the sur¬ 
face on which the disturbance is developed is 
much greater on the ocean than on the desert. 

Second, There is a lower temperature, but a 
much greater amount of heat, surface for sur¬ 
face, in the cj'done's embryo, than in the whirl¬ 
wind's. The temperature of the air over the 
ocean seldom exceeds over the desert 
sands it may often rise to 140° or 150° close 
to the ground. But on the desert the stratum 
of air that is so excessively warmed is very 
thin; it often fails to reach the height of 'a 
man's eye, and so gives the appearance of 
a mirage: while over the sea, although the 
lower stratum is not so warm, its thickness is 
greater,, and there is more of it warmed. What 
5 laeks in temperature it more than makes np 
in quantity. 

• Third, The presence of water-vapor over the 
ocean makes a most important contrast between 
the two cases; and it is on this account that 
the warm sea-air is cooler than the hot desert- 
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air. Water-vapor ia not nearly so diathermous 
as dry air. Much of the heat that would paas 
down to the sand on the desert is held back 
by the vapor over the oceun, and some is 
caught again from the heat radiated upwards 
by the water, so that a considerable thickness 
of air ie warmed. Of still more importance is 
the vapor's action as a great storehouse of 
solar force, required in the process of its evap¬ 
oration, generally known as 1 latent heat.’ For 
all these reasons, the accumulation of energy 
in the preparation for an oceanic cyclone is 
vastly greater than in the making ready for a 
desert-whirl. 

(To be continued .) 


REMARKS UPON THE OSTEOLOGY OF 
PH A LA CROVORAX BICR1S TA TVS 

It is a fortunate thing for science, that time 
allowed many of our Alaskan explorers to 
bring back in their collections, and to the mu¬ 
seums, skeletons of so many of the rarer forms 
of the vertebrates, particularly the birds of 
those unfrequented regions. To Dr. T. II. 
Bean and Mr. II. W. Elliott, both of the 
Smithsonian institution, wo are under lasting 
obligations for such material, and for making 
so good use of their advantages. The writer 
has enjoyed tho unusual privilege of examin¬ 
ing and studying long series of skeletons of 
Lobipes hyperboreus, Uaematopus niger, rare 
forms of Kissa, Lams, and Sterna, many of 


in the second volume of his 4 Comparative 
anatomy and physiology of vertebrates,' on 
p. 64, speaks of a bony style that is attached 
to the occiput in the cormorant as one of the 
cranial peculiarities of the class. This author 
does not mention its use; anti as the writer 
has not a cormorant before him intact, with 
all the soft parts, it would be hardly safe to 
give its exact function iu this bird's eoon- 
omj': but as I do not believe we have a figure 
showing the site of this bonelet, an illustration 
of the skull of Plmlacroeorax is here given, 
showing, life-size, the right lateral view. 
This prominent style is seen protruding from 
the summit of the occiput in my drawing, not 
as a spinous outgrowth from that point, but 
rather as a free bone, concave below, separated 
into two concavities on its superior aspect by 
a sharp median crest that is developed on its 
entire length, — a transverse elliptical facet an¬ 
teriorly, that articulates freely with a corre¬ 
sponding one on the occiput. 

At the base of the cranium, we find that the 
pterygoids are completely overshadowed by 
the sub-compressed but rather large brain-ease 
above. There are no basi-spheuoidal processes 
thrown out to meet these bones. The poste¬ 
rior halves of the palatines form a close union 
all along their median and inner margins, 
which portions are much spread out horizon¬ 
tally. Beypnd, they become narrower; and in 
tlie space that we find existing between them 
we observe a long attenuated vomer, terminat¬ 
ing anteriorly in ft free, pointed extremity. 


The cormorants belong to the Dysporomor- 
phae of Professor Huxley's classification ; and 
he and other eminent anatomists have given 
other errnial characteristics in their descrip- 
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the auks, puffins, and the like,nearly all 
from the source that I have mentioned. 

Jt was during the course of my examination 
of these sub-arctic rarities that ray attention 
was called to several points of interest in a sot 
of skeletons, representing three young and an 
old one, of a species of cormorant, Phalacro- 
corax bicristatus, forming part of the collection 
of the last-named naturalist. Professor Owen, 


tionr of this well-defined group. The rami 
of the lower mandible are deeply grooved on 
the inner aspects of Jhe dentary portion; and 
these elements, originally free, retain their 
sutures, distinctly marked, through life, where 
they join the other interested segments at tie 
posterior moiety. Seventeen vertebrae are 
found ia the cervical region, before we arrive, 
at one that bears a free pair of ribs. Of this 
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scries, we find the atlas and axis articulating 
in the usual manner, the former with its cup¬ 
like depression with the occipital condyle, the 
vertebra being perforated at its base. The 
parial parapophyses beneath the centra of these 
vertebrae are more or less prominent through¬ 
out; but in the eighth, ninth, and tenth, they 
are developed to an unusual extent, being long, 
needle-like processes, reaching nearly the entire 
length of the vertebra, A small pair of rudi¬ 
mentary free ribs are found beneath the trans¬ 
verse processes of the eighteenth 
vertebra. The next two ensuing 
ones have their ribs well devel¬ 
oped, and bear large uncinate 
processes ; hut their lower ends 
still fail to be connected with 
the sternum by the intervention 
of costal ribs. Three more dor¬ 
sal vertebrae are found before 
we come to the anchylosed series 
of the sacrum. These all have 
true ribs connected with the ster¬ 
num by costal ribs, and their 
uncinate processes are strongly 
produced. A pair of ribs, as 
well developed in every partic¬ 
ular as the series just men¬ 
tioned, springs from beneath 


There are six free caudal vertebrae, not in¬ 
cluding the terminal segment or pygostyle, 
here quite large, pointed above, and possess¬ 
ing a moderately dilated posterior margin, 
thrown out to support the rectrices of the tail. 
The two anterior free caudal vertebrae are quite 
firmly grasped on either side by characteristic 
spine-like processes thrown backward, and de¬ 
veloped on the part of the ilia. A lateral view 
of the pelvis, which is very long and much 
compressed frtnn side to side, shows the is- 
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the ilium on either aide, joining costal ones 
below; but the last pair of all, or the sec¬ 
ond that is produced from the anchylosed 
vertebrae of the sacrum, is without the unci¬ 
nate processes, and in the specimen, before us 
the costal rib ou the left side is the only oue 
of this pair that meets the sternum in a true 
facet. On the opposite side it articulates along 
the posterior border of the haemapophysis be- 

? r ond it. The neural spines completely coalesce, 
u the ultimate sacral vertebrae, into a well- 
pronounced crest, which is surmounted along 
its entire length with a spreading cap of bone. 


ehiadio foramen to be an unusually large aper- 
ture, while the slender pubic bone fails to close 
in the other two foramina below, that are found 
in many other birds. This last-mentioned cle¬ 
ment of the pelvis slightly expands behind, 
where it meets the lower margin of the ischium 
for about a centimetre of its length. It then 
contracts again in size a little, to be directed 
downwards, and curved inwards. The body 
of the sternum is quadrilateral in outline, with 
two rather shallow excavations on either side 
of the median line, occupying the entire xiph- 
oidnl margin or border. 
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The koel is very much produced forwards, the leg of this cormorant are concerned, centres 
where, at its lower apex, it has a rough surface about the knee-joint. Here wo find a condi- 
of some extent, against which the united clavi- tion of affairs which is presented in my draw- 
cles abut. Sufficient material is not at hand ing. The femur, which is much roughened 
for me to say whether anchylosis ever takes above for the attachment of muscles, arfcicu- 
pkee at this point or not: it may do«o, because lates about equally with the leg-bones. In 
we find in Aluco these bones usually unite at front of this joint is placed a very large and 
this point; but yet we come across specimens massive patella, of a pyramidal form, articu- 
of this owl where the union is no more perfect lating with more than half its lower surface 
than it is here. The hypocleidium of the clavi- with the anterior and lower fifth of the femur, 
cles, and the manubrium of thd sternum, are its inferior and anterior margin articulating 


both about equally feebly developed. The 
upper extremity of each clavicle has a very 
broad abutment for the head of the correspond¬ 
ing coracoid, to the inside of which expansion 
these clavicular bones throw backwards a scap¬ 
ular process ; but they fail to reach these ele¬ 
ments of the shoulder-girdle, as we find them 



Ktu. 3. — Knee-Joint of Phalaorocoro* bJorlmutu*; right limb, 
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in others of the class. All of the bones of the 
pectoral extremity, or the arm, are completely 
non-pneumatic, but otherwise well developed. 
Faint papillae for the quill-knobs of the seconda¬ 
ries are found along the entire length of the outer 
aspect of the ulna. The manus is composed of 
the usual number of bones,—one phalanx for in¬ 
dex digit, two for the next, and one for the last. 

In the lower extremity we find a femur of 
6$ centimetres in length; a tibia of ll£; a 
metatarsus of 6; and the outer toe with five 
joints, measuring in all 10.7 centimetres. This 
limb is likewise non-pneumatic, in so far as its 
osseous structure is concerned. The fibula is 
carried unusually far down the side of its com¬ 
panion bone, to within 1.5 centimetres of the 
lower periphery of the outer tibial condyle. 

The greatest iotereaVso far as the bones of 


at the same time with the upper border of 
the cnemial crest of the tibia. In front, we 
find that the groove that exists between the 
pro- and eeto-cnemial ridges of the tibia is pro¬ 
duced on the entire anterior face of this 
patella, and, no doubt, the muscles of the leg 
are therein inserted, as in many divers. Such 
examples as this throw some light on such 
birds as Colymbus and Podiceps, where this 
bone becomes anchylosod with the tibia in the 
adult. I have not the skeleton of a loon at 
hand, to examine the process spoken of fry 
Professor Owen ( 4 Comp. anat. phys. vert.,* if. 
88), and followed by Dr. Coues in his oste¬ 
ology of the same bird (‘ Mem. Bost. soc. nat. 
hist.,' i. pt. ii.), as the analogue of the pa¬ 
tella. The skeleton I have of Podiceps to ex¬ 
amine does not show it; but it is one that has 
been in ray collection for several years, and 
may have been lost. Penguins have a very 
large patella, that articulates with the tibia 
much in the same manner as it does here in 
Phalacrocorax. Professor Marsh describes a 
very large, free patella for Hesperornis regalis, 
and remarks that it bears a general resem¬ 
blance to that bone in Podiceps (* Odontor- 
nithes,* p. 93). In examining this bone in the 
young of our cormorant, it seems to ossify 
from one centre. The ossification at the sum¬ 
mit of the tarso-metatarsus includes the promi¬ 
nent process at the upper and posterior aspect 
of that bone. 

Many other points of interest are to be found 
in the skeleton of the adult, as well as of the 
young of Phalftcroeora xbicristatus, which space 
will not allow me to enter upon here: the lead¬ 
ing points, however, I have endeavored to give, 
and these are always valuable when we wish 
to have them to compare with kindred forms. 

H. W , Shufkldt, 

THE ELECTRIC LIGHT ON THE U. 8 . 
FISH~COMMISSION STEAMER ALBA¬ 
TROSS* -i~I. 

Ik pursuit of the hidden treasures of the 
deep, the work 6f the Albatross keeps her at 
sea many days at a time; and the operation 
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of dredging in great depths often carries the 
<iay’s labor past midnight. To provide for 
these emergencies, which are frequent, and 
to afford ample illumination for the natural¬ 
ists, not only in assorting the contents of the 
dredge as it is delivered on deck, but to illu¬ 
minate their microscopes, delicate balances, 
•etc., in the laboratory, the commissioner of fish 
and fisheries determined to employ the best 
artificial illumination the country afforded. 
As the vessel is essentially a steamer, using 
steam for every labor where it is practicable, 
the idea of electrical lighting from a dynamo- 
electric machine, driven by a steam-engine, 
was readily conceived, and an examination of 
the different systems was at once entered in¬ 
to. The Edison company for isolated light¬ 
ing, we found, was prepared to enter into 
a contract for a complete plant, including 
the engine and the wiring ; and being able to 
divide the light into eight-candle power 
lainps, besides giving guaranties, their bid 
was accepted. 

The arc-lamp, though admirable for our deck, 
where a great quantity of light in a limited 
space is necessary, can never, from its great 
brilliancy, be utilized for twelve or fifteen nat¬ 
uralists, each at a special work, in the labora¬ 
tory. It also occurred to the commissioner, 
that a lamp which could be lowered into the 
sea, to attract fishes, would be useful, thus 
affording another reason for preferring the in¬ 
candescent light. 

Fig. 1 shows the way in which the arc- 
lights are placed in circuit. And as each arc 
offers a considerable opposing electromotive 
force, it is necessary, in order to get light in a 
number of such lamps placed in series, to use 
currents of high tension. 

Fig. 2 shows the incandescent lamps in 
multiple arc. The main wires, a and 6, are 
tapped at pleasure, and the lamps are hung in 
the short circuits. The carbon threads ih the 
lamps (described beyond) offer so much resist¬ 
ance that the current heats them to incan- 
, descenoe. The electromotive force in the 
circuit is low, which renders shocks impos¬ 
sible. 

The plant on board the Albatross consists 
of an eight and a half by ten Armingtou and 
Sims engine, an Edison Z dynamo having its 
field-magnets vertical, a resistance-box in the 
circuit of the magnetic field, the main and 
branch wires, lamp-fixtures, safety-catches, and 
lamps. 

The steadiness and uniformity of brightness 
of the lamps depend largely on the engine 
driving the dynamo; and the success of the 


system lies more in the attention paid to the 
engine, when the plant is correctly installed, 
than in any thing else. Uniformity of speed 
is the great object sought; and, to secure this, 
Mr. Edison has wisely adopted a high-speed 
engine with a sensitive governor, which is 
found in the Armington and Sims engine, 
represented in fig. 3. 

The superiority of this engine lies in its well- 
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balanced working-parts, its relatively large 
bearing-surfaces, its sensitive automatic gov¬ 
ernor, and in its simple and well-balanced 
valve. 

To secure high speed without the noise of 
4 thumping/ great lap has been applied to the 
exhaust side of the valve, whereby 4 cush¬ 
ioning 1 is effected. This cushioning, or early 
exhaust closure, also effects a saving by re¬ 
taining, in the clearance spaces, steam which 
would otherwise have been exhausted and 
wasted. To prevent an unequal expansion 
between the piston-valve and its chest, the 
castings are so made as to allow live steam to 
surround that part of the chest which surrounds 
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the-working-faces of the valve, as shown in 
fig. 4, in which S shows the steam space, and 
E the exhaust space. By this arrangement 




the valve-stem is packed against the exhaust 
instead of the steam pressure. The valve is 
ground to a sliding-fit, and, so far ns I can 
ascertain, there has not been a particle of wear 
or leak during the ten months the engine has 
been in operation. 

The governor of the engine, tiiat part 
which makes it especially valuable for the 
purpose of electric lighting, is represented in 
fig. 5. 

This automatic device is fixed in the fly¬ 
wheel, which is keyed to the shaft. There are 
two eccentrics, E and JF, the one within the 
other, and both free to move on the axis. There 
are two weights, with their centres of motion 
opposite, and fixed in arms of the wheel. These 


centrifugal force of the weights. The system 
is so constructed that any centrifugal motion 
of the weights will throw one eccentric ahead 
and the other back, thus dimin- 
ishing the throw of the eccen- 
TT 4 tries, and effecting a shorter 

cut-off without altering (with¬ 
in working limits) the lead of 
^ the valve. The engine used 

•"Ifl on board the Albatross has 

|3pL« eight inches and a half di» 

” ameter of cylinder, and ten 

** inches stroke of piston: it runs 
without noise, three hundred 
revolutions per minute, requir- 
BSBB B— ing no more attention than the 
oiler can give it in addition to 
|iL mKr his other duties. When the 

WWWF main engines of the Albatross 
are hi motion, a boiler-press- 
JUmmmm ure of sixty-five pounds is often 
B BpBWy used, and twenty-six inches of 
vacuum is scarcely above the 

' average. Lying in port, the 

boiler-pressure is kept at about 
twenty-five pounds; and, not¬ 
withstanding this great range of pressure, 
the governor regulates the dynamo to three 
hundred revolutions per minute, as closely as. 
I can measure it. 

In selecting a good engine, Edison has, 
to my mind, displayed as much genius as it> 
using the Siemens form of armature for his 
dynamo. 

The engines are placed on the starboard side 



weights, IF, IF, are connected, each to an 
eccentric, and are connected together by an 
arm or rod. Springs a^re provided, to resist the 


of the main engine-room, the engine taking 
steam from the main boilers, and exhausting 
into the main condenser. 

The dynatno used on board the Albatross in 
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known as the Z dynamo, and is installed for 
What is called a B circuit, It lias its field- 



Fia. 0. 

magnets vertical (fig. 6), and its armature re¬ 
volves on a horizontal axis in the magnetic 
field* The field-magnets are arranged on what 
is called ft ‘ derivation ’ from the commutator, 
placing it in the circuit, as in the Siemens 
system. In adopting and utilizing known 
principles- and devices, 

Edison has worked out 
the details to a state of 
perfection simply admir¬ 
able. Wherever the eye 
rests* it is pleased by cor¬ 
rect proportions, sound 
mechanical Ideas, and 
agreeable outlines. 

The armature, on 
Siemens's principle, is 
mounted on a wrought- 
iron shaft. About the 
shaft, and concentric with It, are circular cyl¬ 
inders of wood, separating copper plates, as 
shown to fig. 7. Between the plates a wnd &, 


and also between c and d, there are annular 
disks of copper, insulated from each other. 
Between the plates b and c are similar hut 
very thin annular disks of iron, Separated 
from each other by tissue-paper. This 
built-up cylinder is then bolted together 
longitudinally ; the bolts passing through 
the thin iron and copper disks without 
touching them, but clamping them be¬ 
tween the thick plates. Wire bundles or 
bars are placed equidistant from each 
other longitudinally, around the cylinder, 
connecting each a pair of the copper disks, 
i.e., ouo at each end; and these bars or 
bundles generate the current. 

Bars of brass or copper, separated 
by thin sheets of mica, e,e, aro dove¬ 
tailed into the projecting end of the 
cylinder, which forms the commutator. 
The resistance of the generator is thus 
small, and allows great subdivision of 
the current in multiple arc. 

To preserve the uniformity of the cur¬ 
rent, an adjustable resistance-box is 
placed in the circuit of the field-mag- 
netaf; and, when a number of lamps are 
extinguished, additional resistance may 
be added to the field by a switch ou this 
resistance-box, whereby the internal and 
external resistances are balanced, pre¬ 
serving not only the uniform brightness 
of tiie lamps, but also the economy of 
the machine. A test-lamp is suspended 
on the dynamo; and the fireman, who 
• oils the engine, regulates the resistance 
according to the brightness of this lamp* 
Automatic regulators have been devised; but 
as it is necessary to employ a man to run the 
engine and dynamo, and as the incandescence 
is more frequently altered by slipping of belts 
than by the sudden turning-out of a large num¬ 
ber of lamps, the same man can attend both: 
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consequently the Simple resistance-box answers 
every purpose on board ship. - 

(To It oonilntud.) 
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THE AMERICAN EXPLORATIONS AT 
ASSOS . 

Tjtie excavations in the ruined Greek city of Assos, 
in the southern part of the Troad in Asia Minor, 
have been completed; and the members of the expe¬ 
dition have returned to this country. This gave 
occasion recently to call In Boston a special meeting of 
the Archaeological institute of America, under whose 
auspices the work had been carried on, at which 
Mr. J. T. Clarke, the leader of Hie expedition, was 
to give an account of his investigations. Unfortu¬ 
nately, Mr. Clarke was proven tod by Illness from at¬ 
tending; but this was less to be regretted, because it 
gave the president of the Institute, Prof. C. E. Nor¬ 
ton, an opportunity to express, more fully than he 
could otherwise have done, his sense of the extremely 
satisfactory manner in which Messrs. Clarke and 
Bacon had conducted the investigations at Assos. 

Too strong terms could not be used to describe tbo 
devotion and self-sacrifice, as well as energy, which 
they had brought to the work, almost to the point of 
denying themselves the necessaries of life, that the 
resources of the institute might be diverted as little 
as possible from the work In hand. They had also 
labored in a spirit of enthusiasm and intelligence, 
bringing to bear the methods of modern scientific 
research, which gave to the results obtained an accu¬ 
racy and value far beyond that of most of the archeo¬ 
logical work of the past. No better archeological 
work had been done anywhere. He felt sure, that, 
when tho final report upon the explorations at Absos 
should be published, it would be not merely up to 
tho level of such publications, but would mark an 
advance in the science, aud would take high rank 
among staudard archeological works. This final re¬ 
port would requiro deliberate preparation: it was 
desirable that it should be exhaustive, and be pub¬ 
lished in a fitting style, as a monumental work. 

The Investigations had been carried out in the 
most thorough manner; nothing had been left undone 
which It was desirable to do; fend, even had unlimited 
funds been at the disposal of the expedition, the 
excavations would not have been carried farther than 
they had been. The results were mainly architectu¬ 
ral. A far more thorough knowledge of the civic 
buildings of a Greek city than was before possessed 
had now been obtained. Few marbles had been found 
(most of them having been previously destroyed), 
but a large number of terra-cottas were secured. 
The accession to the body of Greek inscriptions was 
real, though its importance was not to be exaggerated. 
In numismatics the expedition had been very success* 
ful; a very large number of coins having been found, 
and the number of types of Assian coins known, 
largely increased. In ail, forty or fifty cases of anti¬ 
quities would be brought home as the share Of the 
institute. These included the best of the temple 
sculptures; the Hercules block and the best sphinx; 
all of the inscriptions, with the exception of the bronze 
tablet; a large number of terra-cottas; most of the 
coins, and a considerable number of minor objects, 
found in the tombs/ Among the many architectural 


fragments, there would be enough to erect a complete 
order of the temple at the Museum of fine arts. The 
two thousand dollars which that institution had voted 
to appropriate for the purchase of a portion of the 
antiquities belonging to the Turks would fortunately 
not be called for, as the latter absolutely refused to 
sell any thing. Hope is, however, entertained, that a 
gift of these articles may be made by the sultan. It 
was pleasant to be able to announce that the whole 
work had been carried on with absolute honesty, and 
that the Turks had been dealt with in every way as 
strictly as if they had been Americans. 

The final report would embody the results of all 
this work, published in an authoritative and reliable 
form. In the mean time a preparatory report would 
be issued, giving pn account of the work done sub¬ 
sequently to the publication of the first volume on 
Assos. To prepare this report, it would be neces¬ 
sary for Mr. Clarke to go to London in order that he 
might have access to the British museum, the only 
place where the necessary materials could be obtained. 

It was desirable that the institute should retain both 
Mr. Clarke and Mr. Bacon in its employ until the 
Assos material had been entirely worked up. 

The treasury of the institute was very nearly empty 
and it was proposed to hold a general public meeting, 
at which Mr. Clarke, and other gentlemen interested 
In the subject, should speak, with a view to awaken¬ 
ing such an interest in the community as should en¬ 
able the institute to raise the sum of money required. 

At this meeting, held Oct. 81, Prof. W. W. Good¬ 
win read a report of the first year’s work of the 
American school for classical studies at Athens, 
founded a year since by the Archaeological institute 
in connection with several of our colleges, and of 
which Professor Goodwin was last year the director. 
As this report affects rather the philological than the 
archeological student, and will be printed elsewhere, 
we proceed at once to the main feature of the even¬ 
ing, the address of Mr. J. T. Clarke, who spoke 
substantially as follows:— 

Assos was a small town, — small even for anti¬ 
quity, when cities were very far from the enormous 
dimensions of modem capitals. The number of Its 
inhabitants can never have greatly exceeded twelve 
or fifteen thousand; but its interest and importance' 
can by no means be judged by that of modem 
towns of equal size. Athens itself, at the time of 
its greatest extent aud power, is known to have had 
only ten thousand houses, and twenty-one thousand* 
free citizens; and this figure Included the entirely 
separate harbor-cities of Muuychia and the Piraeus. 
To take a more recent example: the imperial city 
of Augsburg, at the epoch of its chief historical 
fame, under Maximilian, had only sixteen thousand 
inhabitants, was only about the same size as Assos, 

Our work gives as perfect a picture of the life of * ’ 
quiet provincial Greek capital as the recent brilliant 
excavations at Olympia display the character of a great 
place of public festal assemblage. The investigation* 
differ ba scope; but I trust that ours has been not la- 
ferlor as regards thoroughness, and, In some important 
respects, not as regards the nature of its results. . 
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The first report, which la in your hands, represents 
three months* excavation. We have now the results 
of two years of hard work to add to it; and these 
results have been .fully proportionate, The first 
report was restricted, in the description of buildings 
examined, to the temple and the Greek bridge, To 
our knowledge of these structures so many additions 
have now been made, that our restorations may be 
said to be as nearly perfect as it will ever be possible 
to attain. The temple, already better known than any 
building discovered in a similarly ruinous condition, 
appears as perfect an example for the history of Doric 
architecture as many which are standing to the top 


documental history. The go-called Sallier papyrus, 
now in the British museum, records, that among the 
confederates who came to the aid of the Hlttites, — 
those famous men whose empire is the pride of Pro¬ 
fessor Sayce, — were the * people of Pedasa.* The 
Inhabitants, then, of our city (Pedasos, Assos), were, 
in the fourteenth or thirteenth century B.C., of suffi¬ 
cient importance to be enumerated, with thfe Dardeni 
of lluna (Le., the Dardanians of Illon or Troy), 
among those forces which appeared at Cadeeh, on 
the banks of the Orontes, to fight against Ramses 
III. —the Rhampsluitos of Greek story —in the fifth 
year of his reign. The importance of this curious 
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of the entablature. Other fragments of the reliefs 
carved upon its epistyle, the importance of which to 
the history of Greek sculpture is now recognised by 
all scholars, have been found since the publication 
of the report, and the entire stone ceiling of the 
building has been recovered. To this have been 
added many details, including most interesting and 
curiously suggestive observation? concerning antique 
•tone cutting and laying. 

Our knowledge of the geography of the land has 
been further enriched by maps, geological as well 
ae topographical. To the story of its archeological 
recovery many details have been added,-while its po¬ 
litical history hot received most important additions. 
One of these Utter points X may be permitted to 
'mention, because of its striking character. Assos 
U the drat city of Greek civilisation mentioned in 


notice, in an historical point of view, is hardly to bo 
overrated. 

The digging of the second and the third years hag 
been almost restricted to the lower town. Much work 
was done upon the fortifications of Assos, the finest 
known works of Greek engineering. The oldest 
Inhabitants settled close around the acropolis, build¬ 
ing rough walls of enormous blocks, not cut by any 
metallic tools, upon the levels just at the foot of the 
volcanic crater, and there did a great deal of terra¬ 
cing, which was cleverly used by the later Greeks, 
The ftjcpt outer circuit-wall remaining (I. in fig. 2) was 
certainly old at the time of the Lydian invasion. 
Under the favoring influences of the Aeolic colonisa¬ 
tion,"the city greatly increased, and a new wall was ne¬ 
cessary. This second masonry (XL, % 2) may have 
somewhat antedated the Persian waip, By reason 
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of tho troubles brought by the Persian occupation of 
the land, the city declined; and when, under Lysi* 
machos, its walls were, rebuilt, the entire enclosure 
north of the acropolis was relinquished. The walls 
partially overthrown by sieges were not considered of 
sufficient value to bo worth repairing, and a connect* 
ing-wall was built to the acropolis. This noble mass 
of masonry of the fourth century 15.C. (fig. 1), rising 
lu many places to some sixty -feet in height, was 
joined so accurately that the blade of a pen-knife 
cannot be introduced between the stones. It was 
this portion of tbo wall that gftve Col. Leake his 
well-known opinion that Assos was the finest*repre¬ 
sentative of a Greek city In existence. Under the 
favorable dominion of the Romans, the commercial 
city greatly increased, and finally re-occupied the space 
north of the acropolis; now escarps (III., fig. 2) being 
built in front of the old walls, and enclosing them 
entirely* But to enter in any degree into details 
would lead us too far afield, ranging, as the fortifica¬ 
tions do, through a thousand years, down to the time 
of Constantine; for the masonry in some parts, es* 


of note, that most of the inscriptions were found in 
the slides of earth beneath this port of the agora, 
evidently having been thrown down during the 
troubles of the city. The building Is exactly parallel 
in character to the only other boulcuterlon known, 
—that In the Altls at Olympia; or, rather, it is like 
the inner portion of that structure, there being at 
Olympia halls on either side of a central structure like 
the bouleuterion of Assos. 

The building which borders the agora on the south 
Is absolutely unique. It is the only Instance of a 
Greek bath known, and the only four-story ancient 
building ever recovered. Fortunately, we have been 
able perfectly to restore it. Its arrangement is ex¬ 
tremely curious and interesting. It consisted of an 
enormous hall going through two stories, with twenty- 
six chambers upon its side. Above Lids entire struc¬ 
ture w as a colonnade, the floor of which was upon the 
level of the agora. In front of the stoa was an enor¬ 
mous basin for the reception of water, covered by 
stone Wntels, and paved, so that it was not visible to 
the persons on the market-place. From It ran a sub- 



pecially towards the eastern side of the city, closely 
resembles the ramparts of Constantinople. 

The buildings of the agora, or market-place, of 
Assos, are so Interesting and well connected that 
they are superior to those of all other Greek cities; 
and, notwithstanding the elaborate works of the many 
writers who have Investigated and described the 
market-place of Pompeii, we may unhesitatingly as¬ 
sert the agora of Assos to be not only more interesting, 
but moro completely known, than the forum of that 
city. The enormous stoa, or colonnade, a hundred 
and ten metres in length, was built, It may be with 
reason assumed, by the architect of that surrounding 
the temple of Athena Balias at Porgamon, which has 
so recently been excavated. It is constructed of the 
stone of the acropolis, an andesite much resem¬ 
bling granite; and a comparison between the forms 
given to this material and to the marble mouldings 
of Pergamon is most instructive. Being ceiled with 
Wood, it needed only one support behind every second 
column of the front. Next to It, and apparently of 
the same date, is the bouleuterion, or building in 
which the archives of tUfe city were kept. It is worthy 


terranean conduit to the lower story of the bath-room, 
and there were arrangements for the water to flow 
into the thirteen lower cells. The refuse-water was 
then led into a larger basin beneath the bath-building. 
There was another reservoir to receive the water from 
Its root This connected With the street, and so 
formed an enormous fountain, giving pure water 
for the consumption of the people; while the water 
of the refuse-basin adjoining It was used for the cool¬ 
ing of the theatre. 

Next to the bath was built, in later times, a small 
heroon, in which the bodies of the benefactors of the 
city were deposited, their names being inscribed on 
the entablature. We opened three sarcophagi, which 
contained only strigUs, small vases, and the hones of 
the dead. 

The changes of plan observable in the agora are 
peculiarly interesting. In early times there was an 
inclined plane ascending from a lower street to its 
level; but, when the herodn was intruded, the passage 
became so narrow that it had to be turned, and trans- * 
formed into a stairway. Two fine mosaics of com¬ 
paratively early date were found just below the 
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retaining-wall. The larger represented Victories car¬ 
rying votive offerings towards tripods, with a seller 
of love-gods as centre-piece; the other was bordered 
with geometrical figures, enclosing couching griffins, 

— the coat of arms of Assos. At the east of the agora 
was the berna, the stand-point of the orator in ad¬ 
dressing a crowd; the level of the place being there 
raised above the market, and flagged, while the re¬ 
mainder, like all Greek streets before the Christian 
era, was unpaved. 

Of the other buildings of the lower town, I may 
say that the theatre is now as well recovered as any 
theatre in Asia Minor. Because of certain peculiar¬ 
ities of the stage, its recovery is peculiarly valuable 
to the history of the Greek theatre. The gymnasium, 
at the west of the town, is equal in preservation and 
interest to the building of that character at Olympia, 

— the only one hitherto known. Noticeable, also, is a 
great atrium, of late date, but showing the preserva¬ 
tion of Greek forms far Into the Roman period, the 
arch appearing with purely Hellenic details. In the 
lower town of Assos there were no less than seven 
Christian churches. The street of tombs Is perhaps 
the most interesting burial-ground of the ancients 
as yet thoroughly investigated, It presents monu¬ 
ments of every period. One, notably, cannot be later 
than the seventh century B.O., and many are as recent 
as the eleventh or twelfth Christian centuries. In 
this necropolis is a mausoleum which presents a per¬ 
fect parallel to the tombs of the kings at Jerusalem. 
We opened a hundred and twenty-four sarcophagi 
for the first time, and found many burial-urns. There 
seems to have been a mixed system of inhumation 
and cremation, according to the temporary fashion. 
We also found groat numbers of figuring small vases 
and glasses, among them some beautiful specimens of 
thin transparent glass, and several thousand coins. 
Many other smaller articles of more or less value 
were found In the tombs; but the inhabitants of 
Assos, though they must have been wealthy, did not 
commonly place their best ornaments witty the bodies 
of their dead. 

It is my duty, as well as pleasure, to speak of the 
most creditable part taken by the members of the expe¬ 
dition not present here this evening. Of Mr. Bacon*& 
really extraordinary ability as a draughtsman I hare 
no need to speak. His unremitting labors secured 
the success of the expedition. The highest praise is 
due also to Mr. Koldcwey, an architect from Ham¬ 
burg, who worked with ns for a year and a half from 
pure love of science, and was of ttye greatest possible 
assistance. My learned friend, Dr. Sterrett, has edited 
seventy-five or eighty inscriptions found by us, study¬ 
ing them upon the spot. Thanks; too, are due to our 
photographer, Mr. Haynes, and to Mr. Dlller the 
geologist, who has already made known his work la 
valuable publications. Other members of the expe¬ 
dition, who were with us on comparatively short 
visits, worked as well and conscientiously, with results 
commensurate to the time they spent at Bahrain. 

Archeology, up to within a recent date, hardly 
deserved the name of science, having been a merely 
empirical recital of facts, without connection or true 


historic method. To-day It has conquered a foremost 
place among the exact sciences of determination; 
and we trust that the study of the best methods of 
all previous Investigations has enabled the expedition 
to Assos to be in every respect creditable to the 
American name. An instance of tills special percep¬ 
tion and direct search for materials bearing upon our 
knowledge of the development of various phases of 
ancient art may perhaps be seen in the fact, that two 
of the most interesting links that could be desired for 
Greek architectural history have been found, — a 
proto-ionic capital, ^hich stands between the orna¬ 
mental spirals of Mesopotamia and the perfected 
Ionic capitals of the erechthelon; and a pruto-Dorlc 
shaft with a base, which proves with equal certainty 
the derivation of that column from the tombs of Bcni- 
hassan. 

The work of the institute at Assos labors under 
one signal disadvantage: its results must be long 
awaited by those high-minded furtherers of science 
to whose munificence its execution is due. This dis¬ 
advantage is indeed inseparable from all such under¬ 
takings of great extent; but on the other side of the 
Atlantic, where archeological investigations are car¬ 
ried on in greater part by tl^e various governments, 
it is much less felt than here, where a large body of 
private individuals has maintained the work. There, 
the verdict of a commission of experts is entirely 
sufficient to the minister of public instruction, who 
has supplied the funds, and placed the diplomatic 
influence of the nation at the disposal of the work; 
and after this is given, a delay of ten or fifteen years 
in the publication of the resuits is not looked upon as 
a drawback. Here, however, the circumstances are 
different in every respect; and as it has naturally been 
impossible to give in half an hour any adequate ac¬ 
count of the hard work of two long years, it only 
remains for me to beg for a further extension of 
credit. The debt shall be paid as soon as it Is pos¬ 
sible to write the proposed reports; and it will not 
have escaped your observation, that one object of the 
present meeting is to so interest you in the work of 
the institute, and convince you of its value, that the 
trifling sum required for these publications may be 
forthcoming. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Clarke’s address, Prof. 
W. R. Ware of New York was called upon, as one 
who had visited Assos for the express purpose of 
seeing what had been accomplished by the expedi¬ 
tion. Professor Ware spoke as follows: — 

It wa*, as you may believe, with special pleasure, 
that I found myself, In tMay of this year, passing 
through the Pillars of Hercules, my face towards the 
east, with the Troad as my objective point. But it was 
not until the third week in July, that, like St. Paul 
leaving Alexandria Troas, we came to Assos. though 
We were not, like St. Paul, ‘minded to go afoot.* 
Perhaps It would have been better If we had been; for 
the modern Trojan horse is a small, Ill-tempered, not 
always sure-footed, beast, who requires, indeed, often 
as much urging and pushing a& did his Homeric 
namesake. 
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St,. Paul probably passed through the valley of the 
Satnioeis, which flows into the Aegean on the west 
side of the Troad, a few miles south of Alexandria. 
But if he had known what was good for himself, in 
this world, he would have done as we did, ami, leav¬ 
ing the plain, have ascended the steep sides of the 
little mountainous hill which separates the valley 
from the southern shore. There we found, upon the 
top, a tolerably level tableland commanding views of 
most surpassing beauty; to the north and west, Samo- 
thrace ami Imbros and Lemnos fc with Mount Athos 
just discerned in the western horizon on the other 
side of the sea ; then, to the south, Lesbos? across 
the strait; and finally, in the gleaming morning sea, 
the little black hill which marked the volcanic moun- 
tain which was the goal of our endeavor. 

The mountain of Assos is so steep as it rises out 
of the sea, that within a distance of half a mile it 
reaches a height of nearly one thousand feet. The 
steepest parts of the bridle-paths upon Mount Kear- 
sarge ami Mount Washington are not steeper than 
the road from the sea to the temple on the summit; 
and the agora, the market-place, which has been de¬ 
scribed to you, the centre of the city, is five hundred 
feet above the water. * 

One finds himself there, as you may now imagine, 
as on the stage of some classical theatre with all its 
scenes still standing, —here, the bouleuterion; there, 
the gymnasium, Mr. Koldewey’s stoa, Mr. Clarke’s 
temple and city walls, and, lastly, Mr. Bacon’s street 
of tombs, leading half a mile away, towards his bridge 
at the river. 

But interesting and exciting as Is the presence of 
these monuments of antiquity, one can hardly keep 
his mind upon these things, for the attractions of the 
scene before him. To the east, where the long slopes 
of Mount Ida descend to the sea, the line is taken 
up by the blue and rose-colored mountains of Asia 
Minor, stretching along toward Smyrna; toward the 
south, filling the southern horiaon, the island of 
Mitylene, — the mountain-tops brown in the sun¬ 
light, with purple shadows lying in all the valleys, 
and everywhere encompassing and Infolding it all, 
the wonderful blues and greens of the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea. Splendid as Is the view from the 
acropolis of Athens, — the most famous In the world, 
— it seems to me that the view from the heights 
pf Assos surpasses it in loveliness and splendor; 
and these buildings seem to have been so set, that 
this unparalleled prospect could be enjoyed to the 
utmost. 

The buildings themselves are constructed of a 
stone which in its general aspect resembles a fine¬ 
grained granite, but in color and hue is more like the 
darkest and most purple of the Connecticut free¬ 
stones. Yet the grain is so smooth that the most 
delicate mouldings can be cut upon it; and one Is 
surprised to find, in passing the hand over the sur¬ 
face, how sharp, clean, and refined are the profiles of 
the mouldings. 

The architectural Interest attaching, .to these re¬ 
mains is unique. And here I cannot d6 better than 
to read an extract from a half-finished letter which I 


found in Mr. Bacon’s portfolio, and snatched from 
oblivion, — a letter dated In December last, and never 
finished; — 

“ Aft thr end approach*?#, my work im« a#nuraed a more defi¬ 
nite form; and 1 kuow pretty well what the reaulta Will bo. 
Hitherto A have been working rather blindly, and with but hazy 
Idea# of final results. The street of tombs is such a collection of 
small, isolated ruins, tbatmiy thing like a complete Idea of the 
original disposition was impossible at first. Boberod by the ex¬ 
perience of last year, 1 this year attacked the monuments sepa¬ 
rately, with a resolute disregard of thoir relation to each other; 
excavated the most worthy, and drew them out In plan, eleva¬ 
tion, and detail; then located each in a gcnerul survey, strung 
these plans along on n large map; and, lo, order is oome out 
of chaos! Where before seemed nothing but confusion, now 
appears the hand of mtut; and the tombs are placed with such 
a picturesque regard for their purpose and for each other that 
the appreciative soul Is filled with delight. Th« existing plan 
Is more complete than the Appian Way at Home, nearly as 
well preserved as that at Pompeii, and, to my mind,,far more 
interesting than either, for It is pure (ireok in uvery Hue and de¬ 
tail. Indeed, that may bo said of all the work nL Assoa. There 
does not seem to be the slightest Homan Influence. Of course, R 
is not always faultless. Work there iw of all kinds, good, bad, 
indifferent, but, good, bad, or indifferent, Ureek, not Roman. 
This absence of Roman feeling in the later work is a very peculiar 
tiling, in I’ergumon, Smyrna, and all the oltlcs of Asia Mluor, 
there exists a great deft! of Roman work, and moNt of it pretty 
bad too. But here the bulk of the people probably never under¬ 
stood a word of Latin. The number of Latin letters upon the 
inscription* we have found could almost be counted on your fin¬ 
gers. Whenever the Roman governors had any thing to suy, they 
had to say It in Greek, to be understood. Kven on the tomb of 
the Publius Varius family 1 he dedicatory inscription over the 
doorway whs in Greek. 

" This absence of Roman work ahow* pretty well what a pro¬ 
vincial town this must always have remained. Their atone- 
masons, builders, and architects were born and bred here; and 
they were a conservative set, with old-time notions about clamps 
and dowels, and about running down to the lodge for foundations. 
AH this can be read like a book In the buildings we have laid 
bare. When any thing extra was to bo * run up,* they didn't Ira-* 
port a foreigner from Miletus or Kpheaus with his new-fangled 
ideas; not at all: they built it themselves. And this was not 
owing to lack of money, for the remain* show that Assos must 
have been a wealthy city.” 

Another point of great interest Is this, — almost all 
the principal publications of Greek work that have 
been made relate to monumental buildings.* We 
have the temples, volume after volume, exhibiting 
a complete system of Greek architectural construc¬ 
tion and design; but they have left unanswered the 
questions, how far Greek architecture was confined 
to sacred buildings, and to what extent the princi¬ 
ples and methods which are exemplified in so mag¬ 
nificent a manner In the temples and sacred 
monuments were carried out in other structures. 
The long series of secular buildings which have been 
discovered at Assos offer the best answer that has 
yet been given to these questions; and the public 
cation of the work, when it comes to be made, will 
mark an era in the study of the municipal and mili¬ 
tary, architecture of the Greeks. It is a question, 
moreover, not without practical interest to the work¬ 
ing architects of to-day, who are striving to solve for 
themselves the problem of fitly applying to secular 
and domestic buildings the same architectural fonn$ f 
and the same principles of design, which they apply 
to sacred and monumental structures. This it at* 
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ever-recurring problem; and It cannot but be of ser¬ 
vice to learn bow the Greeks, masters of the art, 
solved it in their own case. 

Besides the walls, the buildings, and the tombs, 
there have been found, as Mr. Clarke has explained, 
a considerable amount of smaller objects,—vases, 
glass, pottery, urns, etc;; and of these a considerable 
portion has been secured as property of the institute. 
Thejlnnan by which the excavations were authorized 
gives us one-third of the objects found, —the most 
interesting third, perhaps; but it is difficult to speak 
justly in regard to it. If anybody should maintain 
that the objects which are to come here ara of sur¬ 
passing interest, and that they will immediately lift 
our museum to the front rank of such institutions, 
a decided negative would have to bo given to such 
aspirations. If anybody should assert that the 
things were not worth the cost of transportation; that 
they have no general or popular interest; that they 
belong to a poor period; that they are hardly fit to 
be seem beside the tuoro beautiful works, which, In 
the original and in copies, are in our possession, — 
that, again, could not he for a moment admitted; 
for the fact remains that the small portion which 
is secured to us is of surpassing interest to those 
who take an intelligent interest in such things at 
all. 

The lower drum of a column, the capital, a com¬ 
plete section of the entablature, including the unique 
sculptured architrave, the frieze, and the cornice, 
all have been secured, and may soon be placed in 
position. In addition to that, the best of the sculp¬ 
tures which were discovered are to be brought over; 
almost all the coins; among the glasses and vases 
those which, on the whole, were best worth preserv¬ 
ing; and most of the inscriptions. But even if the 
objects secured to us from the discovery were less 
than they are, it would make little difference in our 
estimate of the success of the expedition. The real 
result was intellectual. And the new points which 
have been proved, the new discoveries which have 
been made, are such, that, If not a single object were 
brought here from Asia Minor, we should still have 
abundant reason to be satisfied with the results 
achieved. It is impossible that we should obtain 
any adequate idea of these from the few drawings 
that have been publicly shown. They are but a frag¬ 
ment Of the whole. 

How it was possible for these two or three young 
men, while occupied with the practical direction of 
from twenty to forty men, to make the surveys and 
supervise the excavations, and also to prepare the 
immense mass of drawings which have been exe¬ 
cuted, it is difficult to understand; and it furnishes 
abundant proof of the ability and devotion with 
which the work has been prosecuted. The nature of 
the results will be seen when the next annual report 
comes from the printer; but their whole value and 
importance cannot be estimated until the appearance 
of that final and monumental work which will, we 
may hope at no distant day, take rank among the 
authoritative publications of its kind. 

I may add, that the increasing Interest ia archeo¬ 


logical work, and the scientific and precise manner 
in which it is now condticted, give new encourage¬ 
ment to the prosecution of literary classical study. 
The competition between the literary and scientific 
method seems about to end In a reconciliation, in 
the prosecution of literature on scientific principles, 
aud in allying archeological science as closely as 
possible with the literature of classical antiquity. 
Archeology Is a common ground on which science, 
literature, and art meet and join hands, each helping 
the other. Such a school as that now established at 
Athens, which you are asked to favor with your ap¬ 
proval, is their common home, 

Orb motion of the Rev. Phillips Brooks, the meet¬ 
ing declared, by an enthusiastic vote, that the work 
of the institute should be generously supported. 


THE AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY . 

Tmc autumn meeting of this society was held in 
New Haveiv Oct. 24 and 25. Letters were read 
from various members Abroad, reporting progress in 
their work; among others, from Mr. Mills of Han¬ 
nover, respecting his edition of the Old Persian Gathas 
(ancient Zoroastrian songs or odes), of which the first 
volume is printed, though not published. 

A paper on the temple to Zeus Labranios in Cyprus 
was read by Mr, Isaac H. Hall of Philadelphia, one 
of the pioneers in Cypriote studies, and the chief 
authority on the Cypriote language in this oouutry. 
A temple to this deity exists at Mylasa in Caria (de¬ 
scribed in FeHowes’s ‘Lycia’). He was, under the 
name of Zeus Stratios, a local deity of the Mylasians, 
certainly from the time of Darius to that of Lactan- 
tius. The only other temple to him is this one in 
Cyprus, at Fasuli (or Fasula), near Amathus. The 
notoriously Lyclan-looklng architectural and other 
art remains found in the neighborhood show that this 
part of Cyprus was settled by Carians from Mylasa or 
Its vicinity. Mr. Hall derived the epithet * labranios * 
from a Lydian, Carian, or Lycian word, ’ labru * (pre¬ 
served by Plutarch In the form Mabras’), meaning 
‘axe,* the axe being the peculiar symbol of Zeus 
Stratios of the Mylasians. From this word came the 
Mylasian name * Labranda * (‘ place of the axe *); but 
the Carian settlors In Cyprus dropped the cf (which is 
a sort of locative termination), and called tlielr deity 
Zeus Labranios; that is, the Zeus Stratios of the My¬ 
lasians, and not Zeus Labrandios, which would he the 
Zeus of the village Labranda. Lycian influence in 
Cyprus seems confined to this little part of the island. 

Mr. Hall also read (supplementing it from his own 
knowledge of the facts) a short history, from Dr. Van 
Dyck of Beirut, of his Arabic translation of the Bible, 
—aversion admirable In literary style and in typo¬ 
graphical execution (printed at the American press in 
Beirut). The difficulties in the way of the production 
of this translation were very great, and the result is 
highly creditable to American scholarship and energy/ 

Professor Avery of Bowdoln college gave an analy¬ 
sis of the Khasl language, spoken by a people dwelling 
in the Nepanl Hills, a representative of the .non- 
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Aryan dialects which preceded the Sanskrit in India, 
It has no inflections proper, but uses preposition* 
for the expression of case-relations, and forms teuBes 
very much in the same way as the English, It la note¬ 
worthy that this language, though a slightly devel¬ 
oped one, has a clear distinction of gender; but the 
value of gender-distinction as a linguistic differentia 
is not yet well made out. In common with most of 
the languages of eastern Asia, the Khasl has a system 
of tones. The same thing is true of the Siamese, on 
which Mr. George presented a paper, illustrating the 
tonic distinctions by a short Siamego reading. 

Tho paper of the most general interest was oryi on 
the origin of the Phoenician alphabet, road by Mr.J.P. 
Peters of New York. For some years past, most stu¬ 
dents of the subject, accepting for the present the con¬ 
clusions of the Jate Vicomte E. do Rougtf, have been 
inclined to derive the Phoenician from the Egyptian. 
This conclusion Is based on the close relations existing 
between Egypt and Phoenicia in historical times, and 
on the similarity between certain letters In the two 
alphabets. But recently tlie % Babylon ian-Aesyrian 
alphabet has begun to press its claims to be considered 
the parent of tho Phoenician, It is almost Certain 
that Phoenicia was closely connected with the Tigris- 
Euphrates valley at a time earlier than the oldest 
known historical monument. As long ago as 1877, 
a German scholar, Deecke, came forward as the 
champion of the Babylonian alphabet; but he com¬ 
mitted the anachronism of deriving the old Semitic 
or Phoenician from the more modern * cursive ’ cunei¬ 
form, Mr. Peters took the most ancient cuneiform 
signs, and compared them with the oldest Phoenician, 
finding in several instances striking resemblances. 
He urged besides, against the Egyptian origin, the 
fact that the Phoenician alphabet contains no vowels, 
while the hieroglyphics have distinct vowel-signs 
(though this Is true of the Babylonian also]; and, 
further, the fact that the Egyptian had a large num¬ 
ber of different signs for the same sound, and would 
present greater difficulties in the way of deriving an 
alphabet than the Babylonian, which had fewer homo¬ 
phones. The question is yet far from being settled, 
one serious obstacle In the way of the Assyriologista 
being the difficulty of determining the oldest forms 
of the cuneiform writing; but all such sober inves¬ 
tigations as that of Mr. Peters must advance the de¬ 
sired solution. Meantime the Egyptologists, on their 
part, are bringing forward new material. 

The edition of Manu, which was undertaken by the 
eminent English Sanskritlst, Mr. Burnell, has been 
committed by the publishers, since his death, to Mr, 
E. W. Hopkins of New-York City, who sent on two 
papers, — one on the Nandini commentary on Manu, 
tho other on the quotations from Manu in the Maha- 
bharata. Tho former was a defence of the commen¬ 
tary in question: tho latter was a contribution to the 
criticism of the Manu text. Mr, Hopkins took those 
passages in the Mahabharata which are Introduced by 
the phrase, * Thus said Manu,' and, finding that they 
do not always agree with the existing text of the laws, 
concluded that both texts rest on an older tradition; 
that Manu was an ancient sage, with whom tradition 


connected a number of laws, whence grew the col¬ 
lection called by his name. 

Professor Whitney read on the variants of the Sama- 
Veda, coming to the conclusion (against the position 
of Benfey and Weber, hitherto generally accepted), 
that, in most cases in which the Sama text differs from 
that of the Rig, the latter is entitled to the prefer¬ 
ence. Professor Bloomfield of Johns Hopkins uni¬ 
versity, who is engaged in editing the Kaucika-Sutra 
to the Atharva-Veda, sent an account of tho manu¬ 
scripts of the Sutra in his hands, most of which he 
had obtained through the kindness of English officials. 
Mr. Brown made a short report of the recent Oriental 
congress in Leiden, at which he was present. 

The next meeting of the society will be held In. 
Boston, May 7, 1884. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

Geology of Philadelphia. 

Dn. Pkbsifou Fkazkh’s explanations of his use of 
the term ‘hydromica slate,' in his Lancaster-county 
report, as either 4 not an equivalent for hydromica 
schist * or as a ‘misprint,’ renders it evident that 
he has changed his opinions since the writing of hit 
report on York and Adams counties. In that volume 
the term ‘bydromica slate 4 is employed ten times or 
more to designate ‘hydromica schists,’ and In several 
instances the terms are used synonymously. In two 
instances, localities marked in his printed section as 
hydroraica schist are referred to in the accompanying 
descriptive text as liydromica slate (v, sections 2 b, 
4, and p. 94, 101). As is evident from the context 
In a number of places, his ‘liydromica slate’ docs not 
mean 4 chlorite slate,’ but ‘hydromica schist ’ as it is 
elsewhere called (v. p, 83, 142, etc.). 

There is, however, equal objection to his use of 
the term ‘chlorite slate,’ frequently employed in 
hU different reports to distinguish greenish portions 
in the hydromica series. These are no more slates 
than are portions of the adjacent hydromlcas, which 
are of identical structure. Nor, indeed, are they 
true chlorites, having but a low percentage of magne¬ 
sia. {A recent analysis of some of the greenest of 
this so-called ‘chlorite slate,’ made for tho writer 
by Prof. S. P. Sharpies, gave only 4,28% of magnesia.) 

Hydromica slate, as moaning hydromlca schist, Is 
also used several times in the report on Chester 
county, and the synonymous terms 4 talc slate,’ ‘mica 
slate,’ / talc-mica slate/ ‘talc-mica schist,’ ‘micaceous 
talcose slate,’ and ‘South Valley Hill slates/ are em¬ 
ployed more than fifty times in the same report with¬ 
out distinction between slate and schist. Professor 
Rogers, as is well known, used most frequently the 
expression ‘ talc-mica slate.’ 

That the term * slate ’ has been used synonymously 
with ‘ schist ’ in the region of the South Valley HID, is 
not only shown bv the indiscriminate use of those 
terms by Rogers, Lesley, and Hall, but is apparent, 
In a remark by Dr. Frazer himself in the Cheater- 
county report, p. 279, where he says; — 

** South of tho Valley limestone, which only touche* tb* 
extreme angle of the township, are hydro micas and mlua-eohfata, 
dipping about south S6", east —02". The southern contact of 
limestone and occurs in this comer. . . . The hydromlca. 
schists and roIca-schlsts to the south, which enclose this, am 
principally vert teal," etc. 

Now, os the only slates which occur at this local¬ 
ity are bydromica slates belonging to the bydromica 
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series of rocks of the South Valley Hill, these must 
be the slates referred to, even if ‘hydromica slates is 
a contradiction in terms. 1 

While the undersigned certainly does not intend to 
be a champion for the term * slate* instead of * schist * 
for these rocks, good reason for the use of that terra 
lies in the slaty character of many of these hydromi- 
cas as distinguished from the contorted and schistose 
character of the micaceous rocks of other regions. 

The writer’s use of the expression 4 hydromica slate* 
in describing the Edge Hill and Barren Hill rocks 
(the ‘altered primal slates* of Rogers), is thought 
preferable to the term ‘hydromica schist,* since large 
portions of that formation are slaty rather than 
schistose. The greater part of the’ formation is a 
slaty sandstone or quartz slate, and, whore outcrop¬ 
ping in Chester county, is so designated by Dr. Frazer. 
It might naturally be taken for granted that the 
writer believes, with Dr. Frazer, that the liydromlca 
schists and slates of the South Valley Hill of Chester 
county are about contemporaneous with this quartz 
elate or Edge Hill rock. 

In order to prevent future misapprehension, it may 
here bo stated, that the writer has been led to the 
conclusion that the two formations are distinct, and 
that both Professors Rogers and Frazer have con¬ 
founded two rock series belonging to different geo¬ 
logical horizons, — the one, Cambrian; the other, 
Silurian. The analogue of the Edge Hill rock Is 
believed to occur in Chester county, on the south 
side of the hydromicas of the South Valley Hill. 
The facts leading to this conclusion have been 
gathered during some extended field-work in Chester 
county, and will shortly be published. Meanwhile, 
the remarks upon the primal elates made in the 
Franklin institute lecture should be understood as 
referring solely to the Edge Hill rocks proper, and 
not to the youth Valley Hill schists or slates, which 
are but poorly defined in the vicinity of Philadelphia. 

H. Carvili. Lkwis. 

The specific distinctness of the American and 
European brine shrimps. 

In Professor Smith’s notice of our ‘Monograph of 
phyllopod Crustacea,* he states, that, in the portion 
relating to the above subject, ‘there is certainly con¬ 
fusion,* and quotes two paragraphs relating to the 
females alone, and finally remarks, “but differences 
like these in statements of observation betray inex¬ 
plicable carelessness.** 

After quoting the two paragraphs relating to the 
females alone, it seems to us a careful criiic would 
have also taken pains to have quoted the longer para¬ 
graph relating to the males, which directly follows 
the first paragraph quoted by our critic. To allow 
the two paragraphs relating to the females to be so 
widely separated was an oversight on the part of the 
author, who, however, thought that he had taken a 
good deal of pains to show the specific distinctness 
of the American and European species* Two sets of 
females from different localities, named by different 
persons, were examined at different times; and this ex¬ 
plains how the two paragraphs became placed too far 
apart In the authors copy. It would have been bet¬ 
ter, of cougse, If the author had added a few words, 
and dogmatically stated that the two species were 
undoubtedly distinct. He preferrod not to do, or 
omitted to do, this, but gave in considerable detail, 
and in as judicial a way as possible, the facts of the 
case. At first It was * difficult to find good differential 
characters' between the females, ana those found are 
but slight ones. The females of any of the species of 
Artemfa, Branehiuecta, or Branchipus, do not exhibit 


good specific characters; but the males do, as the 
author attempted to show. If the author failed in 
directness of statement on this subject, or led to any 
confusion in any one’s mind, he sincerely regrets it: 
on the other hand, he doubts whether there were, 
in the case, reasons for the charge of ‘inexplicable 
carelessness.’ 

The paragraph which Professor Smith would have 
done well to have quoted is the following one: — 

"Upon comparing a good many nmlen from Oront Stilt L-nko 
with aevernl, both Maim'd with carmine mid unutahu'd, received 
from Cagliari, Sardinia, through Prof. J. Mol .cod of Ghent, thft 
European A. sullim in neon to ho considerably stouter, the head 
wider, the eye*nhiik«*longer nml larger, and the eyes turgor. 
The frontal button.like proccftflca of tlio first joint of the cluapora 
am nearly twice a* law uh in the American species, and a little 
more pointed, while the cluipd’H themselves are larger and 
at outer. The legs nr»fl sixth ernltles are of about the same form. 
The molt apparent difference 1* in the caudal appendages, or cor- 
Copods, which in A. sullna are several times larger limn in A. 

f rraciHs, being pi the Hardininn specimens nearly three tlmea lift 
ong and much larger than in our species. In this respect, the 
genus shows a close affinity to Unmchlneeln. However, In a lot 
of A. salina p from Trieste, the roreopods are very much shorter 
than in the Sardinian females, and only a little longer than in 
our Amorican specimens. These appendages do not differ in tbo 
two sexes." 

A. S. Packard, Jun. 
Bone fish-hooka. 

Recently, while digging In a shell-heap near Narra- 
gansett Pier, Rhode Island, I found among broken 
arrow-points, and fragments of bone, pottery, and 
shells, a nicely worked bone-hook, and also the shanks 
of three other apparently similar hooks; while in a 
neighboring shell-heap two more fragments were 
found. 



The perfect hook measures a little more than one 
inch in length, and a little less than one inch across 
from the shank to the point, the latter being nearly 
as long as the former. The shank Is flattened and 
notched at the end, forming a sort of head, somewhat 
similar to the fish-hooks of the present day. This 
hook* although much shorter, resembles a hook from 
Long Island described and figured by Mr. Charles C. 
Abbott on p. 208 of his work on Primitive industry. 
Of this he says, 11 Objects of this character are ex¬ 
ceedingly rare, either ns found on the surface, or in 
shelKheaps, While of so simple a form, bone fish¬ 
hook^ of this pattern do wot appear to be common in 
any locality in eastern North America.** 

Figures are here given of the perfect hook, and tho 
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fragment* of threo others which appear to be pre¬ 
cisely similar- MAJiOAKErrjc W. Bkooks, 

Nov, 1, 1883. 

Supposed glacial phenomena in Boyd 
county, Ky. 

A part of the work devolving upon us who have re¬ 
cently been tracing the southern boundary of the glaci¬ 
ated area in America, has been to follow up the reports 
■of glacial phenomena south of our line. 

Boyd county, Ky., having been referred to by a 
number of authorities as such a locality, I was natu¬ 
rally led to visit it a short time sinco; and I found, 
to my satisfaction, that that region tvas never directly 
glaciated. » 

Boyd county is In north-eastern Kentucky, border¬ 
ing upon West Virginia, and upon the remarkable 
bend of the Ohio Biver where it receives the waters 
of the Big Sandy. Through the attention of Mr. 
John Campbell of I ronton, 0-, and Mr. ,1. If. Means 
of Ashland, Ky., I was assisted in making a pretty 
thorough examination of the region. Upon going 
back about two miles into Kentucky from the Ohio 
Klver, opposite Ironton, we llnd ourselves in a valley 
two miles wide, running parallel with tho Ohio Hlvcr, 
and two hundred and twenty feet above it. This 
valley extends for* many miles, reaching the river 
towards tho west at Greenup, and continuing some 
miles, at least, above Ashland. It is known as Flat 
Woods. The level is remarkably uniform; and the 
hills upon either side of it rise about two hundred feet, 
■with numerous lateral openings towards the Ohio. 
When upon the farther side, and looking northward, 
one sees the rocky bluffs of the old channel rising so 
like those facing the river itself, that lie can scarcely 
resist the illusion that ho is In tho present valley of 
the stream. The supposed glacial phenomena consist 
of numerous water-worn pebbles of quartz ami quartz¬ 
ite scattered along the whole fange of this old valley. 
Most of the pebbles are small, and perfectly rounded, 
though some were a foot or more In diameter; and 
one observed was about two feet and a half through, 
and only slightly worn. These pebbles are not found 
upon the hills hack from this channel, on the Kentucky 
side, nor, according to Mr. Campbell, who Is a most 
competent witness, anywhere in Lawrence county, 
O., back from the river. Plainly enough, they are 
the result of water-transportation, Whether they 
were deposited at the very early period when the 
Ohio flowed at the level of two hundred and twenty 
feet higher than now, and regularly occupied this oid 
channel, or whether they were brought into place 
during the existence of the glacial dam which I have 
supposed at Cincinnati, 1 will not venture to say ; 
though the latter theory would seem more in accord¬ 
ance with the facts published by Professor White 
concerning the old channel followed by the Chesa¬ 
peake ana Ohio railroad, extending from the Ka¬ 
nawha Klver to the mouth of the Guyandotte In West 
Virginia, The elevation of the Kanawha-Guyamlotte 
channel is nearly the same as that of the one X am 
describing, and this seems to be a prolongation of 
that. At any rate, the pebbles can only be indirectly 
referred to glacial action. 

Now that attention Is directed to this class of 
investigations, it would seem to be Important for 
Professor Lewis to give through your columns, or 
somewhere else, publicity to his investigations of the 
facts supposed to indicate glacial action in Pennsyl¬ 
vania farther south than the boundary-line indicated 
by out investigations two years ago. 

G. F. WniGirr. 


Elliptic elements of comet Pons-Brooks, 

While the orbit by Professor Boss, published in 
Sciknck, No. 34, represents observation so well that 
there can be no doubt of the identity of the two 
comets, still it Is of interest to know how closely 
elements derived from observations of the present 
comet alone agree with those of the X > ons comet. 

The arc of anomaly already passed over is only 
about twelve degrees, — a condition very unfavorable 
to tho precise determination of elements, and inade¬ 
quate to determine a reliable periodic time. 

On account of this, in the solution of the equa¬ 
tions, Ac was considered as a known quantity, and 
finally an assumed value substituted for it. 

1 find the following corrections to l+ofessor Boss’s 
elliptic elements from the normal places given 
below: — 


An — 

“194.0" 

__ 

78,768. Ae 

Ail = 

+ 19.5" 

+ 

280,238. A e 

A i — 

“ 57.5" 

+ 

55,256. A e 

AT - 

— 0.065235 

— 

108.39 A a 

A q = 

+ 0.000716 

— 

0.04 Ac 


Assuming the eccentricity to be 0.954090, which 
closely approximates to the true value on the hypothe¬ 
sis of identity, we have for Ae, —0.000274. 

The resulting corrections to the preliminary ele¬ 
ments are, — 

An rr —172.4" 

AQ = — 59.7 

Ai = - 72.0 

AT ~ — 0.035537 
A q = + 0.000727 

Ae - - 0.000274 

and the corrected elements are, — 

T = 1884, Jan., 25.06046 

U =s 254° 07' 48 ") 

n — 93 18 60 I -toon a 

w = 199 11 02 

i = 74 02 05 J 

tgq ~ 9.889708 

e ~ 0.954990 

After obtaining tho preceding results, the equations 
were solved for the value of Ae, with the result 
Ae = —0,000032; but no use was made of this. 


Normal places, 2883.0. 


Mo*n date, 
Greenwich mean 
time. 

a 

6 

No. of 
observa¬ 
tions. 

Sept. 8.6 . 

h. m. 

16 80 88.76 

63* 40' 12.5" 

28 

22.6 . . , 

16 26 17.66 

60 46 62.3 

16 

Oot. 6.6 , 

18 30 28.62 

67 42 35.9 

8 

14 20.6 . . . 

16 45 00.31 

64 60 37.4 

6 


These normal places are represented by the cor¬ 
rected elements, as follows: — 

V - o t 



A* COS 6. 

AS. 

L 

~0.5" 

+ 1.8" 

II. 

—1.2 

-0.X 

III. 

+4.4 

+0.9 

IV. 

—0.8 

—1.2 


The last two places depend entirely upon Albany 
filar-micrometer observations. 

In order to form some idea of the accuracy attained 
in modem observations of faint comets, the follow¬ 
ing table of comparisons, with the corrected elements, 
may be of interest. The comparisons are not very 


Otorllo, Nov. A, 1888. 
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rigorous, and are liable to accidental oiror* of o.ie or 
two seconds. 


Date, 

Greenwich menu 
time. 

C - (K 

j 

; Observatory. 

! 

1 

! Aa rOH 6. 

i 

A 6. 

Sopt, 3.0 . . . 

Harvard 


| 'f 2)" 

*- 3"J 


4.7 , . . 

Harvard 


i 9 

- 6 

u 

4.7 .. . 

Harvard 


1 f 23 

- 3 ] 

u 

4.T . . . 

Harvard 


[ t 22 

- 2 ] 

44 

5.4 . . . 

Kiel . . . 


10 

H 14 

SI 

5.5 .. . 

Albany . . 


- 3 

7 

<( 

6.5 .. . 

Harvard 


1 i 12 

4- 4 ] 

•< 

5.6 . . . 

Wien . , 


4 

4- l J 

tt 

6.6 .. . 

Albany • . 


— 3 

f 11 


5.6 .. . 

(dticinnaU . 


0 

4 12 


6.0 .. . 

Leiden . . 


— 2 

l- 10 

4i 

6.4 . 

Kunigubcrg 


L ^ w 

- 20 ] 

*< 

6.4 . . . 

l>un TCchl , 



4 3 

u 

6.5 . . . 

Harvard 


f ‘ 1 12 

i 6 j 

44 

6.6 , 

Albany . . 


- 3 


44 

O.fl . . . 

Albany . . 


5 

4 10 

• i 

0.6 . . . 

Harvard 


1 

~ 10 

II 

6.6 .. . 

Cincinnati . 


+ 3 

4 8 

** 

fl.8 .. . 

Harvard 


/ + 22 


«« 

7.3 .. . 

Wirn . , 


L 4- 6 

4- 4 J 

*i 

7,4 .. . 

Kiel . . . 


- 4 

4- 1 

4 * 

7.6 .. . 

Harvard 


[ "T 17 

4 10 1 


8.4 .. . 

Leiden . . 


— 3 

- 3 J 

«< 

8.4 .. . 

Hun Kebt . 


4 

- u 

*i 

9.3 .. . 

Pulkowa . 


i 3 

0 

41 

9.4 . 

Kiel . . . 


2 

»• 2 


6.6 . . . 

Htraaburg . 


-- 1 

' 3 


0.6 .. . 

Albany . . 


1 

— y 


9.0 .. . 

Harvard 


'1 2 

■ 16 


10.4 . . . 

Puiknwa . 


■i 4 

f 2 

U 

10.6 . . . 

Kiel . \ . 


- 1 

4 « 

** 

10.6 . . . 

Dun Keht . 


4- 1 

4- 1 

.4 

10.6 . . . 

8tni»bnrg . 


+ 2 

0 

41 

10,8 , . , 

Cincinnati . 


+ 7 

4- 5 

1 44 

11.6 . . . 

Kiel . . . 


- 0 

4- 6 

«• 

11.8 . . . 

Dun Kcht . 


— 5 

4- 6 

*• 

17.3 . . , 

Pulkowa . 


H- 6 

- 3 

44 

18.5 . . . 

Albany . . 


- 1 

4- 7 

44 

19.3 , . . 

Kiel . . . 


0 

- 1 

<4 

19.4 . . . 

Btrasburg . 


- 3 

-- 4 

44 

21.4 . . . 

Btranburg . 


~ 1 

- 6 

14 

21.6 . . . 

Albany . . 


- 3 

4- t 

44 

21.6 . . . 

A Ibany . . 


0 

- 7 

" 

22.8 . . . 

KOnJgaberg 


... j 

4* 0 

44 

23,8 . . . 

Wien . . 


- 6 

- 3 

44 

23,8 . . . 

Kiel . . . 


| -* 0 

- 2 

** 

26.4 . , , 1 

Leiden » . 


- 3 

4- 0 

41 

25.6 ... ] 

Albany . . 


4 11 

- fl 

<*( 

26.6 . . . 1 

Albany . . 


4- 7 

+ 5 

44 

26.6 

Albany . . 


~ 1 

" 7 

II 

26.8 . 

Cincinnati . 


— 9 

4" 9 

<« 

26.7 . . . 

Albany . . 


4- 3 

+ 3 

Out. 

8, 0 „ , , 

Albany . , 


+ 6 

- 2 

If 

4.6 .. . 

Albany . . 


4 3 

+ 3 

II 

4.6 . 

Albany , . 


4- 8 

0 

■41 

4.6 .. . 

Albany . . 

• ♦ 

+ 3 

- 2 

•II 

6.6 , 

Albany . , 

• r 

4- 1 

+ 4 

41 

7.6 .. . 

Albany . . 


+ 8 

■l 2 

•44 

7.8 . . . 

Albany . . 


4- 3 

- 2 

41 

9.6 , . . 

Albany . . 


4- 8 

+ 6 

■ 1 

16.6 . . . 

Albany . , 


0 

- 9 

M 

1T.6 . . . 

Albany , . 


4- 2 

0 

-41 

18.6 . , . 

Albany . . 


4' 6 

4~ 1 

<1 

2U . . . 

Albany , . 


- 6 

0 

41 

34.6 .. . 

Albany , . 


~ 4 

+ 5 

44 

26.6 .. . 

Albany , . 


- 8 

- 6 


The observation* enclosed in brackets were not 
used as exhibiting large systematic or accidental 
errors, 

A few observations wefce made with ring-microme¬ 
ters, but it is not possible to determine how many. 


At Albany the ring was used until Sept. 21, after¬ 
wards the filar micrometer. 

The following table shows the constant difference 
for, each observer when there are three or more 
observations given, and includes nothing later than 
Sept. 20: — 


' 

No. of 

■ 2-4* ~ 

-“ 

Observatory. 

obaerva- 

tbm». 

A a Cor &. 

A 5. 

Albany, B. 

8 

-- 1" 

0" 

Albany, K. 

4 

4 2 

4 3 

Cincinnati . . . . . . 

4 

0 

4 7 

Harvard, Wn. . * . . 

7 

4- 18 

+ 2 

Kkd. 

7 

- .5 

4- 4 

Leiden ....... 

3 

— 3 

4- 4 

Pulkowa. 

3 

4* 4 

0 

Btrasburg. 

4 

— 1 

- 3 

Wien .. 

3 

1 

+ 1 






These constant errors, though founded on rather 
slender material, probably represent fairly what is to 
be expected from modem observations of comets. 

Following are the heliocentric co-ordinates: — 

x = r (9.680340) sin (153° W 15.1" + t>) 

y = r (9.096200) sin { 82 04 40.0 + t) 

z = r (9.070401) sin (174 60 17.4 -h ») 

H. V. Egbert. 

Dudley observatory, Albany, N.Y., 

Nov. 0,1803. 

Rapid geological changes in Alaska. 

Mr, Dali kindly calls my attention to an error in 
the note of my remarks* given in Science of Oct. 19. 
Hood’B Bay is nearly a degree south of the locality 
of the submerged forest described. Looking at my 
diary, I find the entry * Iioona,* which is, 1 believe, 
synonymous with 4 Bartlett Bay’ of some charts. 
While making my verbal remarks at the academy, I 
mistook my pencilling of 4 Hoona’ for ‘ Hood/ The 
exact location of the forest Is latitude 68° 27', longi¬ 
tude 186° 40I am very much pleased to find from 
Mr. Dali's letter that my view of the modem changes, 
drawn from botanical facts chiefly, derives support 
from some geographical evidence within his reach. 

Thomas Meehan. 


The mechanism of direction. 

I read with interest Professor Newcomb’s article 
on the sense of direction (Science, Oct. 26). Profes¬ 
sor Newcomb says nothing about the behavior of the 
subjective co-oralnatee under a slight change of angle. 
My experience in this respect I give below, and I 
have reason to believe the experience to be quite 
general. 

The street A B turns into B C. Walking from A 
to B. my co-ordinates begin to Change when about a 
hundred yards from B. By the time I get to B, or 
rather just after B, they have changed by the angle 
A B 0, no matter how large or how small A B C Is. 
The same takes place in going from C to 
B to A. While close to B on either c \ 
side, I can by an effort imagine myself 
under the old co-ordinates; but the new 
ones are much more natural. In the 
dark, I think the turn Is not seen so far 
ahead, and the change takes less time. 

If I go from A to B, with my eyes turned 
towards A, I have a different experience. 

I-have never tried it by walking backwards; 
but I have observed my sensations while riding on 
the back platform of a street-car. As the car turns 
at B towards C, and I am looking towards A, my co* 
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ordinates begin to change rather suddenly; but there 
Is no sign or a change before B. Shortly after B, I 
still can conceive inyself under the co-ordinates 
formed on A B, by a mental effort. After about a 
hundred yards the new co-ordinates have entirely 
displaced the old. 

At the corner of 13th and Spring-Garden streets in 
Philadelphia I had an experience like that of Profes¬ 
sor Newcomb. For a long time I could not approach 
the place, riding or walking, without my co-ordinates 
changing by 90°. I cannot account for it. Gradually 
it wore off, and now no cliango takes place. 

Joseph J AST row. 

John* IIopkln» university, Nov. 6. * 


INTERNATIONAL GEODETIC ASSOCIA¬ 
TION OF EUROPE . 

Verkandlungen der vom 11 bin zum IB September 
1888, im Haag vereinigten permanenten commission 
der europctinchen gradnmsung . Redigirt von A, 
H in sen und T. von Oppolzer zugleich mit 
dem general bericht fUr die jahre 1881 und 1882. 
Berlin, Reimer, 1888. 6+155 p., 2 maps. 4°. 

The proceedings of the annual meeting of 
the committee at The Hague, Sept. 11 to 15, 
1882, have just been published. The perma¬ 
nent committee consists of the following mem¬ 
bers : Lieut.-Gen. Ibanez of Madrid, president; 
Dr. von Bauernfoind, vice-president ; Dr. 
Hirsch of Neuckatel, and Dr. von Oppolzer of 
Vienna, secretaries; Mr. Faye of Paris; and 
Major-Gen. Baulina of Florence. The dele¬ 
gates, eleven in number, represent most of the 
countries of Europe. Some invited guests also 
attended the meeting. The session was opened 
by the minister of state, Rochusson of Hol¬ 
land, who extended to the members a cordial 
welcome, which was responded to by President 
Ibafiez. 

The last meeting was held at Munich in 
1880; but the commission resolved to omit 
the contemplated meeting for 1881, in order 
% to give Us members an opportunity to attend 
the Geographical congress at Venice: the 
reports therefore submitted by tko several rep¬ 
resentatives cover the work clone, or in active 
rogress, during the two years 1881 and 1882. 
ecretary Hirsch alludes to the loss sustained 
by the association since its last conference, in 
the death of Dr. Carl Bruhns, a member of 
the commission since 1864; in the death of 
Gen. de Ricci, one of the veterans of Italian 
geodesy; of Col. Adan of Belgium, and Pro¬ 
fessor Stamkart of Holland. The latter had 
shown that the mean level of the North Sea 
had not changed during the past hundred and 
fifty years with respect to the zero of the tide- 
feauge at Amsterdam, And, last, the «jsso- 
ciatTon had to mourn the loss of Professor 
Plantamour of Geneva, whoso labors in as¬ 


tronomy and physical geography are so well 
known, and to whose zeal the recent develop¬ 
ments in levels of precision and the progress 
made in pendulum observations are so largely 
due. 

The Italian commission was increased by 
Professor Fergola of Naples, by Professor 
Celoria of Milan, and by Lieut.-Col. de Ste- 
fanis of Florence. Austria nominated Capt. 
von Kalmar and Professor Ifcrr as commis¬ 
sioners ; Holland completed its representation 
by Professor Schols of Delft; and Rouraania 
sent Major Capitancanu. The honorary presi¬ 
dent and founder of the association, Major- 
Gen. Dr. Bacyer, who, on account of ill health, 
was unable to attend, presented a report of 
the labors of the Geodetic institute of Prussia 
during 1881-82. He makes mention of the 
success of the experiments 1 to determine the 
difference of temperature between the bars of 
platinum and brass of the Brunner base-appa¬ 
ratus by means of thermo-electricity. The re¬ 
searches for local deflection of the vertical 
were extended from the Harz to the shores of 
the Baltic and the North Sea with the result 
of proving it a region of predominating nega¬ 
tive (A.—G.) deflection, varying between 4" 
and 7". A list is presented of seventeen works 
published by the institute during the interval. 
Several of these relate to levels of precision; 
and the pamphlet by Dr. Sadebeck, entitled 
‘ Literature of tko practical and theoretical 
measurement of arcs/ deserves special men¬ 
tion. In a discussion closing the first sossion,. 
relative to the probable error in the assigned 
length of the pendulum, it was stated, that, 
to judge from the accord of the several swings, 
it might bo estimated at about one micron, 
but that the oscillations of the pendulum sup¬ 
port introduced a constant error, seriously in¬ 
fluencing the accuracy of the result ; the direct 
measure of the motion of the support enter¬ 
ing the result being only a fortieth of the* 
correction to pe applied. By this method the 
accuracy is estimated at .01 mm. The propo¬ 
sition by Cellerior to swing successively on the 
same stand two pendulums of the same form 
and construction, but of very unequal weight, 
promises oompleto success towards correcting 
the defect in question; and the experiment is 
now being carried out. The second session 
was chiefly occupied with the reading of re¬ 
ports, and with a discussion respecting the 
value of the prismatic transit instrument. Siac 
of these instruments employed in the Italian 
survey gave entire satisfaction, especially with- 
regard to perfection of their images. The dis- 

1 PnbU*h<xl in A*tronemUeh4 nachrtchtm, no. 3461. 
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cussion was continued in the next session with 
remarks about the greater variability of the 
error of colliraation in the prismatic transit; 
but its superiority in its low Y’s over the 
common form of the instrument was recog¬ 
nized. In connection with the pendulum of 
reversion, llirsch refers to the observations 
of Mr. C. 8. Peirce of the U. S. coast and geo¬ 
detic survey, at Geneva, Berlin, and Hoboken 
in America, which prove experimentally the 
theoretical conclusion of the complete elimina¬ 
tion of the resistance of the air by the use of 
Bessel’s pendulum of reversion, — a conclu¬ 
sion indorsed by Ferrero from experiments 
made in Italy. In the fourth session, Villar- 
ceau explains the construction of his new appa¬ 
ratus for the relative measure of the intensity 
of gravity, and the commission recommends a 
direct comparison of the new apparatus and of 
the apparatus of Cellerier at a number of sta¬ 
tions. A discussion followed on self-registering 
tide-gauges and river-gauges ; Mr. Diesen stat¬ 
ing, that in Holland as man} 7 as sixty-four in¬ 
struments were in operation, or being put to 
immediate use. Professor Nagel was elected 
a member of the permanent commission. In 
the following session the business programme 
for the seventh general conference of the 
European association for the measurement of 
arcs was formulated and adopted : viz., — 

1. Reading of the annual report of the per¬ 
manent commission. 

2. Reports of the progress of geodesy by 
the representatives of the several countries. 

3. Reviews of the present state of geodetic 
operations, subdivided as follows: — 

Astronomical longitude*}, latitudes, and azi¬ 
muths (reporter, Backbuyzen) ; Triangulations 
(reporter, Ferrero) ; Base-lines and base-ap¬ 
paratus (reporter, Perrier); Levels of precision 
(reporter, llirsch) ; Tide-gauges (reporter, 
Ibafiez) ; Gravity apparatus (reporter, von 
Oppolzer) ; Refraction (reporter, von Bauern- 
feind); Geodetic publications (reporter, Bae- 
yer) ; Arc of the parallel in Europe (reporter, 
Faye). 

The proposition to meet at Rome in October 
next is adopted, pending the favorable accep¬ 
tation by the Italian government. 

The remaining part of the pamphlet is occu¬ 
pied with reports in detail of the progress made 
during the years 1881-82 in the countries rep¬ 
resented, Their contents may be briefly sum¬ 
marized as follows: — 

Baden, Germany. — Levels of precision, and 

publication of the results of the Rhenish tri- 

angulation. 

Bavaria, Germany. — Observations of terres¬ 


trial refraction, lateral and vertical; spirit- 
levelling, total development to date 2,578 
km.; oscillations of the ground, and pendu¬ 
lum observations at the Bogenlmusen obser¬ 
vatory. 

Denmark. — The fourth volume of the geodetic 
survey is promised towards the close of 1883. 

France.—Connection by new triangulalion of 
the base-lines of Melun and of Perpignan; 
extension of the Algerian arc of the parallel 
into Tunis*, measures of latitudes and of 
differences of longitude by telegraph. Vol¬ 
ume xii. of tho 4 Memorial du dtfpofc de la 
guerre ' is in press, and a tabic of logarithms 
of eight places of decimals is in preparation. 

Hesse, Germany. — Levels of precision, mean 
error per km. equals 2.27 mm., from 32 dif¬ 
ferences in levels, connected by 14 condi¬ 
tional equations. 

Holland. —Connection of lines of spirit-level¬ 
lings with lines of adjacent countries ; total 
length levelled, 283 km. 

Italy. ■— The reconnaissance for the primary 
and secondary triangulalion completed ; geo¬ 
detic levelling and tidal observations ; deter¬ 
mination of a latitude, an azimuth, and of 
several differences of longitude, by telegraph; 
comparative pendulum observations at Rome. 

Austria. — Measure of astronomical latitudes; 
telegraphic determinations of differences of 
longitude; pendulum experiments ; triangu¬ 
lations and astronomical work in general; 
occupation of points, and attempts of meas¬ 
ures of angles, in the high Alps (among 
these Ankogl at an elevation of 3,263 m.; 
station Grossvenediger, of 3,659 m.; and 
of Grossglockner, of 3,798 m.); extension of 
triangulations In Bosnia, Herzegovina, and 
Dalmatia; continuation of levelling opera¬ 
tions in Austria proper, and in Hungary; 
observations of the intensity of gravity in 
the deep mine of Pribram. The work exe¬ 
cuted in this country is too extended and 
diversified to be given here in detail: it is 
graphically represented in a finely executed 
map in color-print. 

Portugal. — Continuation of the triangulation 
and of tidal observations, 

Prussia.—Revision and completion of princi¬ 
pal lines of levels. The following important 
results are recapitulated; Atlanta; higher 
than the Mediterranean from levels between 
Swinemunde on the Baltic, and Marseilles, 
tJi'd Switzerland, 0.664m.; Swinemunde to 
w the Mediterranean, vid Amsterdam and Os- 
tend, 0.658 m.; and Santander to Alicante, 
in Spain, 0.662 m. The discussion of the 
tidal observations at Swinemunde showed no 
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change in the relation of land and water 
during fifty-four years, and the mean level 
of the Baltic results with a probable error of 
± G. J mm. The levellings to Constance and 
to Amsterdam are published, and the mean 
level of the North Sea is found 9.3cm. above 
that of the Baltic. Computation of polar co¬ 
ordinates between geodetic and astronomical 
points. Determination of latitudes and azi¬ 
muths. Maximum local deflection of the 
vertical reaches C/M in the meridian, and 
12".7 in azimuth. • 

Roumania. — Astronomical determinations of 
positions. 

Russia. — Connection of the triangulation of 
Bulgaria with that of Russia; astronomical 
determination of differences of longitude, 
connecting Bulgaria with PuUtowa, and Tiflis 
with the triangultttion of the Caucasus ; pen¬ 
dulum observations continued in the Cauca¬ 
sus ; extension of the levels of precision 
(double measures) up to date, 4,123 km., 
and of single lines 318 km. 

Saxony, Urn-many. — Publication of parti, of 
the third section of the astronomical and 
geodetic observations, comprising ten sta¬ 
tions; recomputation of the base at Gross- 
enhain* 

Switzerland. —Additions to the triangulations 
to connect astronomically determined posi¬ 
tions, and two new base-lines at Weinfcldcn 
(length 2.5 km.) and at Beliinzona (length 
3.2kra.), both measured with the Spanish 
apparatus of Ibafiez ; mean error of measure, 
mnHfobff for the Aarberg base of 1880, 
mofamr and *>r the other two bases 

respectively.. The coefficient of expansion of 
the iron bar of this apparatus had increased 
during twenty years -jV part. After sixteen 
years of labor, the operations of levels of 
precision have been brought to a close. 

Spain. — Determination of the length of the tri¬ 
angle side, Mulhacen-Tetica (82827.546 m. 
±0.115 m.), of the great quadrilateral con¬ 
necting Spain with Algeria; adjustment of 
the triangulation connected with the base 
of Olite; junction of the Balearic Islands 
with the mainland, and observation of one 
side, of 240 km. in length (Desierto to Tor- 
relltts), during the night, by means of electric 
light; tidal and levelling operations ; deter¬ 
mination of the longitude between Madrid 
and Badajos; gravity measures at Madrid. 

Wurtemberg, Germany. — Connection of lines 
of spirit-levellings with levels of the Black 
Forest. 

Belgium. — Comparison of results of the ad¬ 
justed triangulation. 


Norway.—Results of the difference of longi¬ 
tude of Christiania and Bergen, and of two- 
base-lines with probable errors of T{r7 ft 0Tr0 
and Tfiirftwn of their length adjustment of 
a base-connection with a primary line involv¬ 
ing fifty-three conditional equations. 

In conclusion, Yvon Villamjau presents a 
paper on observations made at Paris with an 
isoehronic regulator in connection with his new 
method for relative measures of gravity; the 
apparatus, however, had not yet been brought 
to the desired perfection. t C. A. 8. 


TRYON'S CONCHOLOGY. 

Structural and systematic conchology (etc )- By 

George W. Tryon, »Tun. Vol. ii. Philadel¬ 
phia, the author , 1883. 480 p., 09 pi. 8°. 

The second volume of Mr. Tryon’s work 
has appeared with commendable promptness. 
It contains a discussion of the Cephalopoda,, 
Pteropoda, and the Gastropoda, beginning with 
the peetinibranchs, as far as and including the 
nudibranchs. The classification is, of course, 
the same as that criticised by us in the first 
volume, and cannot be said to improve on 
closer acquaintance. Some of the allocations 
seem particularly inadvisable. For instance : 
Scissurella, usually regarded as of family rank, 
is combined without reserve with Pleurotoma- 
ria in one family. The Bellerophontidae arc 
retained in full family rank ; and yet they are 
with great probability, as suggested by Meek, 
only large, symmetrically rolled Emarginulas, 
which latter are put in a different suborder, 
with the true Limpets, to which they have no 
close relation, and divorced from the Halioti- 
dae, which they more nearly resemble. 

The order Polyplacophora is defined (p. 
103) as having the u shell mhltivalve, consist¬ 
ing of eight pieces inserted upon the back of 
the animal, and surrounded by a mantle bor¬ 
der ; ” yet with the Chitonidae are placed, to 
form this order, a family Neomeniidae, which, 
to say nothing of other differences, have no 
shell at all. 

The order Peotinibranchiata is defined as 
having pectiniform branchiae in a cavity above 
the neck, 4 having an external opening upon the 
side of-the neck,’ dioecious, and with spiral 
shells. 

The order Scutibranohiata is described as 
having pectiniform branchiae in a cavity above 
the neck, or at the tower edge of the mantle 
around the foot, dioecious; shell spiral or con¬ 
ical, holostomate. 

The portions in italics are intended to cover 
the Docoglosaa, which do not belong with the 



Novembkh 30, 1883.] 


SCIENCE\ 


659 


Sctitibranohs at all, 5n our opinion. Excluding 
these, which refer only to the Docoglossa, it will 
be observed that the only difference (according 
to the definitions) between the two orders is, 
that the latter has fl holostomate shell. Every¬ 
body knows that a large proportion of the 
pcctinibranchs of Try on are holostomate, that 
is, have an entire aperture without a canal: for 
instance, Scalayia, Cyclostoma, Litorina, etc. 
What, then, becomes of the two orders? As n 
rule, the definitions are deficient in not giving 
essential characters, even when the groups tie- 
fined are perfectly valid, and redundant in 
giving characters belonging to groups of dif¬ 
ferent rank from the one defined, or of no par¬ 
ticular value. 

Of small errors we have noted not a few; 
but it is probable that a book of this kind 
must be expected to have a certain number, 
and completeness can hardly be looked for. 
However, the author has. brought together an 
immense number of genera; and the work, 
when the index appears, will be very useful to 
conchologists on this account, though it would' 
have been more so, had each genus been given 
a date, since, in general, there are no refer¬ 
ences. The coloration of the plates, also, is 
better than in the previous volume, and the 
figures for their kind are fairly good. The 
work is well bound and on good paper, but 
suffers from inferior printer's ink, which ‘over¬ 
lays * on nearly every page. 

In conclusion we may say, that, for use 
as a text-book for fresh students, this w r ork 
would be decidedly inadvisable; but those 
who have already gained some knowledge of 
modern classification, and of the anatomy and 
physiology of mollusks, will find it to a certain 
extent useful, thoggh by no means to a degree 
commensurate with the labor which haR evident¬ 
ly been spent upon it. 

ADAMS'S LECTURE ON EVOLUTION . 

Evolution: a summary of evidence. A lecture de¬ 
livered in Montreal, March, 1883, by Kobkrt 

G. Adams. New York, <?. P. Putnam's Sons t 

1883. 44 p. 12°. 

Mu. Adams has attempted to summarize in 
a single lecture the various kinds of evidence 
that have been adduced in favor of the evolu¬ 
tion of plants and animals, and the earth it¬ 
self. The author claims to be nothing further 
than a compiler, and aims to present ‘ an ab¬ 
stract of many books * in ‘plain language/ As 
he has not limited himself to any particular 
class of evidence, nor confined his attention to 


any single object, or group of objects, it is 
obvious that any attempt to treat in a single 
lecture the wide range of subjects embraced 
under evolution must prove a failure. It is 
simply a jumble of facts, collected, for the most 
part, from popular books and essays, with a 
considerable admixture of error and miscon¬ 
ception. A little familiarity with the more 
recent discussions on the subject of the origin 
of the vertebrates (for example, those of Dohrn 
and LankesterJ would have led our author to 
very different views concerning ‘ the connecting 
links' between vertebrates and invertebrates, 
and saved him the trouble of rehearsing ex* 
ploded ideas respecting Amphioxus and the 
ascidians. Any respectable text-book in sys¬ 
tematic zoology would have told Mr. Adams 
that an ascidian is not a mollusk, that Bala- 
noglossus is not regarded as an ‘ intermediate 
form' between mollusks and such ‘jointed ani¬ 
mals 9 as crustaceans and insects, and that 
corals are* not protozoa. 

The author's reference to intermediate forms 
and ‘connecting links' shows that he has not 
grasped the ideas now generally received con¬ 
cerning the genealogical relationship of ani¬ 
mals. One or two passages wdll illustrate this 
point. “If in twenty-one days the chick 
passes through the forms common to sponges, 
shell-fish, fish, and reptiles, does it not sug¬ 
gest that its race may have developed through 
these lower races during vast ages? If in 
forty weeks a single man now develops through 
forms common to all the lower races of ani¬ 
mals, may not the race of man have, slowly 
arisen through all the ranks of life below him, 
each great division leaving its record in the 
unfolding germ of the latest individual? . . . 
Through the sponges we find the radiates con¬ 
nected with the protozoans, or first forms of 
life, such as corals and sea-animalcules." 

Under the head of ‘ Unity of substance ' we 
are told that “ the germs which produce men, 
dogs, sheep, or any of the highest class of 
animals, cannot be discovered to differ by any 
test of microscope or chemistry. . . . Each 
individual begins life in the lowest form of 
matter, and develops through forms common 
to all tho species below it. A man has by 
turns the forms of the germs of plant, proto¬ 
zoan, mollusk, articulate, and vertebrate — 
fish, reptile, and mammal." 

The lecture abounds in such loose and inac-, 
curate statements as the above, and must 
therefore be pronounced an unsafe guide to 
‘ the uninitiated/ to whom the lecture is espe* 
cially addressed. 
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r^lW WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


ASTRONOMY. 

r Kings ofJSaturn.— Mr. William B. Taylor recalls 
attention to the announcement made by Otto Struve 
In 1851, that the^observatlons of two hundred years 
showed the rings of Saturn to be widening, and the 
Inner edge of the Inner bright ring to be approaching 
the body of the planet, Later observations tend In 
the same direction; and, though there may have been 
unintentional exaggeration in Strifve’s numerical re¬ 
sults, there seems little reason to question the gen¬ 
eral fact. 

Accepting the only tenable theory of the rings,— 
that they are composed of discrete particles, each 
revolving in its own orbit, — wc may, by Kepler’s 
law, compute the period of rotation of any part of 
the ring. Assuming the period of the inner satellite 
(Mimas) to bo 22 h. 374 m., the computed period of the 
outer edge of the ring is 14 li. 30 m.; of the dividing- 
stripe, 11 h. 20 m.; of the inner edge of the bright 
ring, 7 h. 12 m.; of the inner edge of the dusky ring, 
6 h. 45 m.; and of the ring as a whole (supposed 
solid), about 10 h. 50 m. The period of the planet 
is 10 h. 14 m. 

With the complex perturbations induced by the 
exterior satellites, it is evident that no particle of the 
ring can revolve in a circular orbit; audit follows, 
that, in a space so crowded with particles as to give 
a continuous light, there must be much Interference. 
Whether the collisions at intercepting orbits result in 
heat or in disintegration, they necessarily tend to a 
degradation of motion, and hence to a shortening 
mean radius-vector and a diminishing period. 

It thus appears that Struve’s conclusions, based 
on observation, have a rational theoretic basis. The 
rings are falling toward the planet, and will event¬ 
ually be absorbed. Indeed, on the generally received 
meteoric theory of their constitution, it is impossible 
to regard their present condition otherwise than as an 
evanescent phase of a progressive evolution. 

Mr. Taylor points out that the relation between 
the rotation periods of the planet and the ring, and 
the relation between the rotation periods of Mars 
and its satellites, not only fail to impeach the nebular 
hypothesis, as some have supposed, but even fail to 
he anomalous. 

If the planet had a velocity of rotation equal to 
that of a satellite revolving at its surface, it could 
not approach the spherical shape. And, the concrete 
form having once been assumed, the rate of rotation 
must necessarily and continuously diminish through 
the influence of solar tides, until eventually the plane¬ 
tary day and year are identical .—(Phil aoc, Wash¬ 
ington; meeting Oct. 13, 1883.) [355 

ENGINEERING. 

Emery's U. & testing-machine, Watertown 
arsenal, Mass. — This machine is described from 
general and detailed drawings furnished by.the de¬ 
signer. The machine excels In strength, capacity, 
durability, accuracy, and sensitiveness. The demand 


is said to have been: 1°. A machine to test to 800,000 
pounds, and so delicate that it would test a single 
horse-hair. 2°. Attachments enabling it to seise and 
hold uninjured, while applying such loads, all usual 
sizes and shapes of specimens. 3°. Safety against 
injury by shocks of recoil. 4°. Accessibility of 
samples and straining parts, while in operation, for 
purposes of measurement and inspection. 5°. Small 
cost of operation. 

The machine was tested, when finished, to 1,000,000 
pounds, and under smaller loads, ranging down to a 
single horse-hair, with success; and was accepted by 
theU.S. board appointed to test iron, steel, and other 
metals. The loads are applied by a hydraulic press; 
and the weighing is done through reduclng-preasure 
cushions and water-columns terminating at a point 
of connection with weigh-beams without knifo-odges 
and having extraordinary sensitiveness. Mr. Emery 
Is constructing smaller machines, and scales and 
pressure gauges involving the nicer and more re¬ 
markable devices introduced in the large machine, 
at the works of the Yale & Towne company, at Stam¬ 
ford, Conn. Mr. Emery’s inventions are expected to 
aid effectively in securing a more exact knowledge of 
the properties of the materials of construction, and 
of their value in structures. — (Amer. mach. r July 
21.) b, H. T. [356 

Engineering of the great statue of Liberty. 
— Mr. Ch. Talausier describes the details of en¬ 
gineering involved in the design of Bartholdi’s 
statue of ‘Liberty enlightening the world.’ The 
plan was conceived by M. Bartholdi In 1871, while 
en voyage for the United States. On the hundredth 
anniversary of the declaration of Independence, 
France offered the great statue to the United States. 
It was accepted, Is now nearly completed, and prepa¬ 
rations for Its erection on Bedloe’s Island, in New 
York harbor, are being made. The statue is of copper, 
carried and strengthened by an inner skeleton of iron, 
One arm, carrying the torch, was sent to the Cen¬ 
tennial exhibition at Philadelphia in 1876, and has 
since been on exhibition in New York. The sculptor 
first made a model 2.11 m. high, which was then 
copied on a fourfold scale; and the statue was con¬ 
structed from this model In sections by similarly 
enlarging each section. For each piece, a ‘ centre,* 
or mould, was made of wood, on which the copper 
could be worked and fitted. The sheet-copper epi¬ 
dermis of the statue is composed of 300 pieces, and 
Weighs 80,000 kilograms (17§,G00 lbs.). The iron 
framejwelghs 120,000 kilograms (204,000 lbs.). When 
finally erected, the sheets of copper will be riveted 
together with copper rivets 5 mm. in diameter 
(0,2in.), and spaces 25 mm. (1 in.) apart. The iron 
skeleton is to be secured to the foundation at four 
points by 12 foundation-bolts 0.15 ra. (6 in.) in diam¬ 
eter, and extending 35 m. (40.7 ft.) into the masonry. 
The variation of form and dimensions, with varying 
temperature, Is provided against by the elasticity of 
every part; and corrosive action is to be Checked by 
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painting with red lead all points of contact of iron 
and copper. The height of the statue is 46 m. 
(150.0 ft.) from base to top of its torch, and 34 m. 
im.fi ft.) to the top of the head. The index-finger 
is 2.45 m. (8.04 ft.) long, the eye Is 0.65 m. (2.2 ft,) 
in diameter, and the mme is 1.12 m. (3.67 ft.) long. 
A dinner of 26 covers has been given in the trunk 
of the statue. The total weight will he 200,000 
kilograms (440,000 lbs.). The granite pedestal will 
be 25 m. (82 ft.) high, and the cost of the whole not 
far from 1,200,000 francs ($240,000 nearly). The 
maximum pressure of the wind on the surface of the 
statue is reckoned at 87,000 kilograms (101,400 lbs.). 

— {Le genie civil , Aug. 1.) u. u. T. [357. 

METALLURGY. 

The basic process at Peine works, Germany 

— All difficulties at these works arc said to have been 
overcome, and phosphoric pig is being made into 
Bessemer steel. 

Analyses of the steel vary as follows: — 

1 2 


Manganese .... 

. . 0.47 0.30 

Phosphorus .... 

. . 0,06 0.02 

Sulphur...... 

. . 0.06 0.03 

Carbon .. 

. . 0.14 0.09 

The cinder yields the following analysis: — 

Silica. 


Ferric oxide .... 

.5.74 

Ferrous oxide . . . 


Manganous oxide . . 


Alumina. 


Lime. 


Magnesia. 


Phosphoric acid . , 

.22.23 

Sulphuric acid . . . 


Sulphur. 



The llaede pig used in the above works contains 
2.5 % to 3.1 % phosphorus. The wallaof the converter 
stand 80 to 05 blows; the bottoms, 16 to 24 blows. — 
(I£ng. min.joum* t July 14.) ft. ii. R. [358 

Copper production of the world. — Messrs. 
Henry Merton <fc Co. of London have compiled 
statistics of production of copper in tons, from which 
the following figures are selected: — 


| 

1870. ' 

1880. 

1881. 

1882. 

Chill. 

40,Si 8 

42,016 

37,989 

42,009 

United State# . , . 

ua,:w» 

26,010 

80,882 

89,800 

Bunin and Portugal . 

12,761 

14,MO 

16,093 

16,898 

Germany. 

0,076 

11,776 

18,718 

14,236 

Australia. 

0,600 

0,700 

10,000 

8,960 

England.i 

3,462 1 

j 8,662 

8,876 

8,876 

Alt other douolrles . ] 

80,209 | 

1 41,278 

46,981 

46,461 

Totals . . . . 

147,660 | 

148,901 

368,138 

171,613 


The figures are claimed to have been compiled with 
great care. — (2Md., July 14.) ». h. b. [359 


AGRICULTURE; 

Manuring with potash salts. — In a large num¬ 
ber of experiments in which potash salts (sulphate 


and chloride) were applied in the spring, and within 
three days of the time of sowing, Farsky found the 
effect to be a decrease of the crop. It Is evident, from 
the author’s statements, that the salts wore applied in 
too large quantity in the immediate neighborhood of 
the seed. Experiments with the crude Stassfurt salts 
gave more favorable results In many cases. Potas¬ 
sium chloride gave, in most of the trials, better re¬ 
sults than the sulphate, and fall manuring better than 
spring. The effect in the second year was often 
better than that in the first. — (fiiedermann*# centr 
blatt n xii. 459.) a. r. a. [360 

Manuring oats.— An extensive series of experi¬ 
ments by Beseler and Mkrcker gave the following 
interesting results: — 

Manuring with phosphoric acid alone produced no 
notable increase of the total crop or of the grain. 
Manuring with nitrogen alone, in the form of nitrate 
of soda, gave an increase of crop roughly propor¬ 
tional to the amount of nitrogen applied. With a 
light manuring of nitrogen, addition of phosphoric 
acid produced a further increase of crop: with a 
heavy manuring of nitrogen this was not the case. 

Manuring with phosphoric acid alone did not In¬ 
crease the percentage of protcino in the grain. Ma¬ 
nuring with nitrogen alone increased the proteirie, 
but diminished the fat. Addition of phosphoric acid 
to the nitrogenous manure restored the fat to its origi¬ 
nal amount, or even raised It above that point. The 
quality of the grain was best when the total amount 
of the crop was greatest. In these experiments the 
total nitrogen of the crops equalled about fifty-five 
per cent of the amount applied as manure. — {Jbid, r 
xii. 472.) h. p. A. [361 

GEOLOGY. 

Synchronism of geological formations. —- Pro¬ 
fessor A. Heilprin called attention to Prof. Huxley’s 
conclusions, that, 1°, formations exhibiting the sftme 
faunal facies may belong to two or more very distinct 
periods of the geological scale as now recognized, 
and, conversely, formations whose faunal elements 
are quite distinct may be absolutely contemporaneous; 
and that, 2°, granting this disparity of age between 
closely related faunas, all evidence as to the uniform¬ 
ity of physical conditions over the surface of the 
earth during the same geological period falls to 
the ground. Prof. Heilprin maintained that it can 
be readily shown by a logical deduction that the first 
conclusion is almost certainly erroneous, and that 
the second derives no confirmation from the supposed 
facts. If, as is contended, several distinct faunas, 
or faunas characteristic of distinct geological epochs, 
may have existed contemporaneously, then evidences 
of inversion In the order of deposit ought to be com¬ 
mon, or, at any rate, they ought to he indicated 
somewhere; since It can scarcely be conceived that 
animals everywhere would have observed the same 
order or direction in their migrations. Why has it 
so happened that a fauna characteristic of a given 
period has invariably succeeded one which, when 
the two are In superposition all over the world (as 
far as we are aware), Indicates precedence in creation 
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or origination, and never one that can be shown to 
be of later birth P Surely these peculiarities cannot 
be accounted for on the doctrine of a fortuitous migra¬ 
tion. Nor can it be claimed, that, through the inter¬ 
action of the evolutionary forces, a migrating fauna 
with an early-life facies will In each case, at the point 
of Its arrest, have assumed the character of the later- 
day fauna which belongs to that position. Therefore 
it appears inexplicable that a very great period of 
time could have intervened between the deposition of 
the fauna of one great geological epoch at one locality, 
and that of the same or similar iaana at another lo¬ 
cality distantly removed from the first. In pther 
words, the migrations — for such must undoubtedly 
have been the means of the distant propagation of 
identical or very closely related Ufc-forms (unless wo 
admit the seemingly untenable hypothesis that equiv¬ 
alent life-fonns may have been very largely developed 
from independent and very dissimilar lines of ances¬ 
try) —must have been much more rapidly performed 
than has generally been admitted. What applies to 
the broader divisions of the geological scale also ap¬ 
plies to the minor. Thus the subordinate groups of 
a formation are almost as definitely marked off in the 
same order, the world over, as are the formations 
themselves. After breaks in formations, the appear¬ 
ance of characteristic fossils is largely the same; 
whereas, on the theory of synchronism of distinct 
faunas, such a succession would certainly not be con¬ 
stant. The opinion held by the older geologists was 
therefore probably correct; namely, that formations 
characterized by the same or very nearly related 
faunas in widely separated regions belong, In very 
moderate limits, to approximately the same actual 
age, and are to all intents and purposes synchro¬ 
nous or contemporaneous. —( Acad . naf. sc. PhiladU; 
meeting Oct. 2, 1883.) [362 

METEOROLOGY. 

Tornado studies.— A study of the tornado of 
June 7, 1882, in the valley of S&by, has been made 
by Fineman. It embraces investigations upon the 
course of this tornado, and the accompanying atmos¬ 
pheric conditions, which are not different from those 
pointed out by Finley in the case of tornadoes in the 
United States, and includes a general investigation 
of the theory of tornadoes, with references to the 
work of other authors in this field of inquiry. The 
author refers to the combination of great humidity, 
high temperature, and absence of wind, as tbe special 
condition of tornado formation, and Investigates the 
characteristic phenomena shown in Its progress. He 
further discusses the relation of tornadoes and thun¬ 
der-storms, and urges Increased study In solar radia¬ 
tion and the gyratory motion of fluids, in order to 
throw light upon this and other meteorological inves¬ 
tigations. — {Sur la IVombc, June 7.) w. v. [363 

Notes, —The annual re-union of the council of 
the meteorological bureau of France was held In 
March. The leading discussions related to observa¬ 
tions in agricultural metoorology, the securing of re¬ 
port* of thunder-storms and rainfall statistics, and 
the transmission of telegraphic messages in the in¬ 


terest of the science (Ann. soc, met., March, 1888), 
— A valuable contribution to our knowledge of the 
surface*temperatures of the Atlantic along the coasts 
of Portugal, Senegambia, and Brazil, has been made 
by M. Hautreux from the observations taken on the 
steamers which traverse this*region (Ann. hy4r. f vih. 
1888).-The Zeitschrift for August contains a num¬ 

ber of climatological articles, discussing observations 
made at Stuttgart, Frankfort, Lyons, Puebla, Quada- 

lajara, and in southern Brazil.-The Annmire for 

May contains a contribution to the study of the cli¬ 
mate of central Africa, by M. Angot, from observa¬ 
tions, which are rather fragmentary, made at three 

missionary stations, mostly in 1881.-liev. Clement 

Ley Is preparing a work upon the observation of 
clouds. The international committee, at it# meeting 
In 1882, appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs, 
de Brito Capello, Clement Ley, and Hildebrandsson, 
to draw up a scheme of instructions for the obser¬ 
vation of cirrus-clouds. —Dr, Mali Merrill, U. S. 
consul at Jerusalem, has submitted to the State de¬ 
partment a report upon the climate of Palestine, 
based upon observations covering a period of twenty- 
two years. An extract is published In the August 
Weather review of the signal-office. —w. w. [364 

GEOGRAPHY". 

(Arctic.) 

Arctic notea. — The Austrian Jan Mayen expedi¬ 
tion arrived at Vienna, Aug. 22, and were received 
with public festivities. No illness had occurred dur¬ 
ing their stay on tbe island. The observations taken 
are satisfactory. Rich collections have been made, 

and numerous photograph# taken.-Tbe latest 

news from the English party under Capt. Dawson, at 
Fort Rae in the North-west Territory, is favorable, 
and observations were going on with regularity. 
Spectroscopic observations of the aurora borealis 
have been very satisfactory, though the phenomena 

have not been particularly brilliant.-Satisfactory 

accounts have also been received of the work done 
by the Swedish expedition to Spitsbergen, which has 
returned without loss or accident.-Reliable in¬ 

formation has at last been received from the Scliieffe- 
lln party, on the Yukon, near its junction with the 
Tananah River. They have returned to San Fran¬ 
cisco all well. Gold had been discovered twelve 
miles up from its mouth, on a small river falling into 
the Yukon. Tbe bed-rock was slate, and the gold 
found was in smooth washed particles In loose gravel. 
Winter se'ttlng in prevented further search, and the 
season was found to be too short for satisfactory 
results in placer mining. Mr. Scbieffelin warns 
prospectors against coming rashly Into the country, 
unprovided with supplies and tools, as nothing 
suitable for prospecting work can be had there. 
«— Later reports from the Arctic Ocean north from 
Bering Strait give little improvement in the condi¬ 
tions or catch of the whaling-fleet over previous 
advices. The whalers were anticipating better luck 

toward the end of the season.-A button and coin 

obtained at Cape Prince of Wklea, from the natives, 
about a yew ago* have been forwarded to the Navy 
department in the Idea that they might be relics of 
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Putnam, who was lost on the Ice during the Jean¬ 
nette search. They were said to have come from the 
body of a drowned white man. The natives of this 
region are fond of inventing such stories, especially 
since the search expeditions, as they suppose they 
will be paid for them. Navy brass buttons have been 
an article of trade on this coast for many years. The 
fact that Putnam had no such buttons on hts cloth- 1 
irig when lost, settles the case in regard to these 

particular objects.-Bove discusses in the bulletin 

of the Italian geographical society the meteorologi¬ 
cal observations made on board the Vega during her 
voyage in Siberian seas. His article is a Hsum$ of 
the work of HiJdebrandsson, elsewhere published. 
-ill the Bulletin of the Paris aocUtt de geo¬ 
graphic, A. Bellot summarizes the history of the 
Jeannette expedition, and the distribution of the in¬ 
ternational polar stations. His paper is accompanied 
by a map. —w. xi. i>. [365 

Population of Japan. — The last census (January, 
1883) gives a total population of 36,700,118 souls, 
nearly equally divided between the sexes, the males 
being about one per cent in excess. Kioto, the im¬ 
perial city, contains 700,000, and Tokio, the capital, 
1,064,000 inhabitants in round numbers. — {Hull, hoc . 
gtogr. Mars., June.) w. n. i>. [366 

Petroleum in the Caucasus. — According to the 
British vice-consul at Batum, Mr. Peacock, the oil- 
region of the Caucasus covers some 1,200 square 
miles. The most productive locality is the Apcheron 
peninsula, where the wells far exceed those of Penn¬ 
sylvania. The total production has risen from 600,000 
barrels in 1873, to about 4,000,000 barrels in 1881* 
The export from Baku has increased at the rate of 
1,260,000 barrels In two years. According to the 
daily papers, a pipe-line is projected from the oil- 
region to Baku; and the American producer must 
rely on the quality of his product, rather than on Its 
cheapness, for fhe future of our export trade. — 
{Brit. com. rep., 1882.) w. h. ij. [367 

BOTANY. 

Observations on yeast fungi —The fifth part 
of Brefeld’s * Iiotanische untereuchungen ’ forms a vol¬ 
ume of over two hundred pages, with thirteen quarto 
plates, and treats of the development of the Ustila- 
glneae. The author considers principally the germi¬ 
nation of different species of Ustilago, Thecaphora, 
Geminella, and Tillefcia; and, besides sowing the 
spores in water, be sowed them in nutritive fluids, 
and by this means was able to get more luxuriant 
growths than other students of this order of fungi. 
The germination of the different species may be 
-classed under two different types. In the one, a 
short promycelium is given off by the spore, and the 
spendia are borne laterally; while, In the second type, 
a whorl of cells la borne at the tip of the promy- 
eelium. By using nutritive fluids Instead of water, 
Brefeld was able not only to obtain luxuriant growths 
of sporidia, but also to keep them alive for several 
months, or even a year. He believes that the sporidia 


are merely conldia, and In his cultures they produced 
fresh crops of conidla for an Indefinite period. He 
further considers that the so-called conjugation of 
the secondary cells of species belonging to the second 
type, as Tilletla, is not a sexual process at all, but 
merely a fusion such as exists in other orders of 
fungi. When cultivated in nutritive fluids, the whorls 
of secondary cells do not conjugate or fuse, but pro¬ 
duce conldia directly; while in water, which is not 
favorable to further growth, a fusion takes place. He 
calls the conldia ‘ hefty from their resemblance to the 
forms of Saccharom^etes; the difference being, that 
in one oase, although the yeast-1 ike form can be mode 
to propagate itself in fluids indefinitely, we know 
that It came originally from some species of Ustilar- 
glneae, whereas, in the other case, illustrated by the 
beer ferment, we cannot tell of what form it was 
originally the conldia. He refers to other h of e-forms 
in the Hymenomycetes and Ascomycetes. In JCx- 
oasciis aureus he states that the polyeporic condition 
of the so-called asci is nothing more than a hefe-like 
growth of a few round spores within the ascus. In 
short, he believes that all yeast-likc forms are merely 
conldia, and denies the autonomy of the Saccharomy- 
cetes; nor does he believe that they arc closely related 
to the Ascomycetes. — w, o. k. [368 

Insect fungi. — Hoffmann figures an Interesting 
branched variety of the rare Torrubia dnerea Tub, on 
an adult Carabus from Germany, under the name of 
var. brachlata. The typical form occurs on Carabtd 
larvae. — ( Flora , Aug. 21.) w. T. [369 

ZOOLOGY. 

tfolhuks. 

Landahells of Gibraltar. — Kobelt reports, that* 
the fauna of the Kock of Gibraltar is very peculiar, 
many characteristic species of the Mediterranean 
being wanting. The genus Leucochroa, for instance, 
is represented neither in Gibraltar nor on the oppo¬ 
site coast of Morocco. Certain species of Cyclostoma 
and Pomatias are equally absent from both shores* 
Twenty species of landshells, Including three unde¬ 
scribed species and two new varieties, were obtained' 
on the Bock in May, 1881; but it is supposed that 
this is a more or less incomplete exhibit, the season 
of the year being not the most favorable. The 
locality is peculiarly interesting on, account of its 
Intermediate position between Spain and Morocco. 
The sea-fauna of the Bay of Gibraltar is also very 
rich, and contains many rare or peculiar forms. — 

( Joum . conch., iv. no. 1.) w, h. j>. [370 

Absorption of the shell in Aurlculidae. — 
Crosse and Fischer illustrate and describe the pecul¬ 
iar absorption of the inner parts of the upper whorls 
of the shell in this family, and also In the genus 
Ollvella. These animals appear to have the power 
of dissolving entirely the Internal partitions of the 
shell, from a point some distance inside the aperture 
to the yery apex. The only exception in the family 
Aurlculidae is the genus Pedlpes, in which the par¬ 
titions were found intact. The absorption is not 
always complete, nor are the same parts invariably 
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missing. Complete absorption was observed in 
Melampus, Auricula, Blauneria, Marinula, Tralta, 
Alexia, Monica, Plecotrema; only partial absorption 
in Cassldula and Scarabus. The case of Olivella 
is more remarkable; since the allied groups Oliva, 
Ancillarla, etc,, do not, according to the authors, 
present this peculiarity at all. — ( Journ . de conchyl ., 
xxii. 3.) Tryon, however, observes that in Oliva 
reticularis he has found the walls absorbed away, so 
that very little of the substance remained, and con¬ 
siders it probable that all shells with close volutions 
are in the habit of absorbing th%m internally. It is 
certainly the case with many of them. — { Man. conch . 
Olivella, p. 64.) w. ji. j>. [371 

Orastacsans. 

Anatomy of the splder-orab, Libinia. — E. A. 

Andrews gives a very careful description, illustrated 
with three excellent photolithographic plates, of the 
anatomy of Libinia emarginata, the common spider- 
crab of the eastern coast of the United States. The 
paper, which was originally presented as a graduation 
tlkesis for the bachelor's degree in the Sheffield scien¬ 
tific school, describes fully the structure of the body- 
walls, appendages, and the alimentary, circulatory, 
nervous, and reproductive systems. The structure 
throughout agrees very closely with that of Mala 
squinado of Europe. Mr. Andrews’s work will be 
found a very useful guide for American students, as 
It is the only description thus far published of the 
whole anatomy of any American braebyurau. — 
(lYanx. Conn, acad., vi., Aug., 1883.) s. !. s. [372 

A new host for Cirolana concharum Harger. 
— Rev. Samuel Lockwood announced the discovery 
of this lsopod in the interior of the edible crab, 
CaUinectes hastatus Ordway. The crab was an adult 
female, aucl the parasites were crowded in the left 
side of the carapace. Incredible to say, there were 
twenty-three full-grown specimens, measuring three- 
fourths of an Inch by about a quarter of an inch each. 
The ovaries and the tissues on the left side were com¬ 
pletely honeycombed. How long the animal could 
have lived, and what its reai sufferance of pain was, 
are questions. But with these predaceous wolves, 
literally consuming its inwards, it surely would soon 
succumb. It seemed to Mr, Lockwood that they 
must, when in the swimming larval state, have en¬ 
tered near the eye-stalks of the crab, which, with a 
large catch of others, was taken at the close of Feb¬ 
ruary in Raritan Bay, New Jersey. From the size of 
the parasites, it would seem they had been in posses¬ 
sion some three months. The determination of the 
isopods was due to the kindness of Mr. Oscar Harger. 
The query how so large a number could have entered 
the same place, and at the same time, he thought was 
met by the supposition that the crab had found a 
nest of the larvae, and was feeding on them, when 
a part of the batch entered the host, as conjectured 
above.— (Nets Jerney $t. micr . soc.; meeting March 
m [373 

Araohnids. . „ 

Restoration of lixnba In Tarantula. — Rev. Hen¬ 
ry C, McCook remarked that a tarantula exhibited 


to the meeting had been kept in confinement nearly’ 
a year, fed during winter on raw beef, and in summer 
on grasshoppers. In the spring it cast its skin by a 
laborious process, in the course of which it lost one 
foot and two entire legs. This summer again, dur¬ 
ing the latter part of August, the animal moulted. 
The moult as exhibited is a perfect cast of the large 
spider, — skin, spines, claws, the most delicate hairs 
all showing, and their corresponding originals appear¬ 
ing bright and clean. The moulting occurred during 
Dr. McCook’s absence, but was just finished when he 
returned. When the cast-off skin was removed, it 
showed, as might be supposed, the dissevered mem¬ 
bers to be lacking. On looking at the spider itself, 
however, it was seen that new limbs had appeared, 
perfect in shape, but somewhat smaller than the cor¬ 
responding ones on the opposite side of the body. 
The dissevered foot was also restored. The loss of 
the opportunity to see the manner in which the legs 
were restored during moult was greatly regretted, 
but we have some clew from the careful and interest¬ 
ing studies of Mr. Blackwall, Several spiders whose 
members had been previously amputated were killed 
and dissected immediately before moulting. In one 
of these the leg, which was reproduced, was found to 
have its tarsal and metatarsal joints folded in the un¬ 
detached half of the integument of the old tibiA 
Another like experiment was made with an example 
of Tegenaria civllis. The reproduced leg was found 
complete in its organization, although an inch in 
length, and was curiously folded in the integument 
of the old coxa, which measured only one-twenty- 
fourth of an Inch In length. Dr. McCook’s tarantula, 
had lost both legs close to the coxae; and In the moult 
the hard skin formed upon the amputated trunks was 
wholly unbroken, showing that the skin had been 
cast before the new leg appeared. We risk nothing 
in inferring, that, as in the case of Blackwall’s Tege¬ 
naria, the rudimentary legs were folded up within the 
coxae, and appeared at once after the moulting, rap¬ 
idly filling out in a manner somewhat analogous to. 
the expansion of the wings in Insects after emerging. 
— (Acad. not. sc. Philad.; meeting Sept. 25.) [374 

VERTEBRATES. 

Birds. 

Anatomy of the Passeres.—Mr. Forbes finds 
the syrinx, as well as all other points examined, of 
Orthonyx spinicauda and O. ochreocephala, to be 
strictly oscinine. The carotid of the first is peculiar 
In that it accompanies the vagus nerve instead of 
running in the hypophysial canal. On anatomical 
grounds, O. ochreocephala Is separated from the Aus¬ 
tralian form as Cletonyx of Reichenbach. Contrary 
to Prof. Parker, Mr. Forbes finds a perfectly oscinine 
syrinx in Petrocca. — {Prot. zool. soc. Land., 18S2, 
544.) J. A J. [373 

Respiratory organs of Apteryx — Under this 
title, Prof. Huxley gives a succinct account of the 
lungs and air-sacs as typically found In birds, and 
notes that the respiratory organs are separated by an 
oblique septum from the cardio-abdominal cavity, as 
In the Crocodiles. The lungs of Apteryx are strictly 
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avian, In no wise mammalian, though poorly devel¬ 
oped. Prof, Huxley considers them to show a fun¬ 
damental resemblance to those of crocodiles The 
introduction of so many new terms is to be regret¬ 
ted. — ( Proc . tool. 8oc. Lond. t 1882, 500.) J. A, J. 

[376 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Indian courtship. — Mrs. H. S. Baird recites a 
bit of her own observation respecting Indian court¬ 
ship half a century ago in Wisconsin. When a youth 
falls In love, he places hhnpclf a little way from the 
maiden’s wigwam, wearing one blue and one red leg¬ 
ging. Ho then plays in a minor strain an air upon 
the flute, pib-pi-gwan. If he is permitted to proceed, 
he knows that there are no objections to bis address¬ 
ing the loved one. If the parents have objections 
to him, he is informed that ho is too noisy, etc. 
In the latter case he discontinues his serenades: in 
the former the flute-playing gives place to visits, the 
father saluting, and saying, ‘Come in, friend: there 
is room for you;’ upon which all the family give 
a sort, of hitch up, to make room for one more around 
the Are. The young man scats himself by tbe door, 
and next to the daughter; as the eldest son and 
daughter always sit nearest the door, on each side of 
it. The lover then produces a few small pine sticks, 
one of which he lights at the fire, and hands to the 
maiden. If she takes it, lm is accepted: if she does 
not, but lets him hold U until it goes out, he is re¬ 
jected. When the time arrives for them to be united, 
the parents of the young man bring valuable presents, 
such as furs, while the parents of the bride bring 
ornamental work. These are distributed among the 
friends. The bride is dressed by her sister-in-law, 
and conducted to her place In the wigwam to await 
alone the coming of her husband. In other cases, 
when father-right prevails, she goes to his home. A 
man can have as many wives as may be required to 
■dress his game and carry It home. — ( Wine. hi«t. hoc., 
J*. nil.) J. w. r. [377 

The mounda of Wieoonein. — If one wishes to 
keep himself informed upon archeology, ho must not 
neglect the volumes of the state historical societies. 
'The Rev. Stephen D. Peet has done a good service, 
with reference to the emblematical mounds in Wis¬ 
consin, by presenting in a condensed form not only 
the description of the structures, but also the names 
the most important works in which references to 
them maybe found. Mr. Feet is well acquainted with 
the effigy mounds, and therefore adds many original 
observations, which are in the main extremely cau¬ 
tious. Attention is directed to the difficulty of de¬ 
termining the shape of the mounds, by reason of 
deformations due to the plough, the tramping of cat¬ 
tle, the w£ar of the elements, the avarice of relic- 
hunters, and the encroachments of the modem 
architect. Again: many of the animals once com¬ 
mon have departed from this region, such as the 
buffalo, moose, elk, antelope, bear, lynx, and wild 
turkey. If the mounds represented in shape the 
badges, weapons, afid symbols Of the natives, they, 
Also, are unfamiliar. v 

The author ascribes to all these mounds a religious 


significance, in which opinion he is not warranted by 
what is known. His reflections upon the cross-sym¬ 
bol, however, are very just. As to the shapes of 
these structures, we have the mace, double bow, 
groups of cones, triangular enclosures, besides every 
variety of animal supposed to have lived in this re¬ 
gion. Mr. Peet dismisses the * elephant mound ’ with 
amodost Introduction to its sponsor. — ( Wlnr. hint. 
roll, ix. 40.) J. w. P. [378 

Chinese not homogeneous. — Mr. E. Colhornc 
Baber, secretary to H. M. legation, Peking, makes the 
following interesting statement: “ The population of 
China is far from being so homogeneous as is generally 
supposed. have often heard English people assert 
their inability to distinguish one Chinaman from an¬ 
other; but it may surprise you to hear that a China¬ 
man, on first coming into contact with Europeans, 
makes precisely the same remark of ourselves. At 
first they have some difficulty in even distinguishing a 
woman from a man. In spite of a general persist¬ 
ence of type, there is at least as much variation among 
the natives of the eighteen provinces as there is 
among the inhabitants'of Europe. A thousand years 
before Christ the Chinese nation occupied a mere 
fraction of the territory which they now possess. 
Even then they were not homogeneous in manners or 
speech, and they were environed by many non-Chi¬ 
nese indigenous peoples. Since then the Chinese 
have spread, not by ousting or exterminating their 
neighbors, but by a process of absorption : in 
other words, they migrated among them, and in¬ 
termarried with them ; and their superior energy 
and comparative civilization gradually effaced the 
national characteristics of the surrounding tribes. 
The same process is going on in Tibet, in Burma, in 
the Shan country, in Ton quin, and in the Straits 
Settlements. The Chinese blood has been mingled 
with such diverse stocks as the Tatar, Turki, Tibetan, 
Burmese, Mon-antian, Tai, and Polynesian,” Tbe 
discussion of this paper by Sir Rutherford Alcock, 
Sir Thomas Wade, Col. Yule, and Mr. Colquhoun, 
Is a valuable contribution to Chinese sociology.— 
(Proc. peof/r. hoc. Loud., Aug.) j. w. r. [379 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

Thk Maryland oyster commission, which has in 
view the invention of some plan which should check 
Hie depreciation of beds belonging to the state with¬ 
out unduly interfering with trade, met in Baltimore 
recently. It was suggested that dredging be restricted 
In various ways, and the available grounds increased 
by sowing the bottom with dead oyster-shells where 
none now exist. In 1870 Lieut. Winslow found the 
average in Tangier Sound to be one oyster to 2.4 
square yards. In their recent examination of the 
oyster area of the state, the commission found that 
the average of sixty-one beds examined was one liv¬ 
ing oyster to each 8.7 square yards, showing a rapid 
and important decrease since 1879. The commission 
finds, as the result of the examination of forty-six 
oyster-beds, that there are only 1,86 living oysters to 
every bushel of dredged shells* While the oysters are 
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growing scarcer, more labor is required to get them, 
and the amount of dead material which has to be 
handled is largely increased. 

— The Pons comet, now approaching the sun, may 
be expected to be visible to the naked eye about the 
first of December; but it is not likely to attain a 
brightness comparable witli that of the conspicuous 
comets of the last decade, unless it shall have under¬ 
gone material change since its last reappearance, in 
1812. The intensity of its light will be three times 
greater on Nov. 21 than it was on Oct. 16; and it will 
increase until about the middle *>f January, when it 
may be anticipated that Its light will be about equal 
to that of a star of the third magnitude. 

— The announcement of the publication of the 
Berlin catalogue of zonal stars will have, according 
to Nature, the effect of postponing the publication 
of the French catalogue, for which a credit of four 
hundred thousand francs had been asked from the 
budget commission. 

— Dr. B. A. Gould passed through London earlydn 
October, en route for South America. The printing 
of the second volume of the Cordoba zones is nearly 
completed (in London); and Dr. Gould’s attention 
will soon be turned to the publication of another great 
work undertaken by him at the Argentine national 
observatory, viz., the Cordoba general catalogue of 
stars. 

— Ensigns It, G. Dresei and A. A. Ackerman, who 
were detached from the National museum for duty tn 
connection with the recent Greeiy relief expedition, 
in spite of unfavorable circumstances, succeeded in 
collecting some interesting zoological and minera- 
loglcal specimens. Among them are some of the so- 
called meteorites of Ovifax. 

— Regarding Flamsteed and Morin, Mr. W. T. Lynn 
writes to the editor of the Obxervatory (August, 
1683): u Probably few anecdotes in the history of 
astronomy are better known to general readers 
than that related by Flamsteed, respecting the foun¬ 
dation of the Royal observatory being hastened, if 
not occasioned, by the application of the Sieur de St. 
Pierre to Charles II. (through the Duchess of Ports¬ 
mouth) for a reward for discovering a mothod of 
finding the longitude at sea, and Flamsteed’s own 
decision on Its impracticability until the motions of 
the moon and the places of the fixed stars had been 
determined with much greater accuracy than was 
then possible. But It is not easy to understand 
the exact meaning of one of Flamsteed’s expressions 
to St. Pierre. He says that he told him, after first 
proving to him how- incompetent a calculator he 
was, and pointing out, that, independently of this, 
his method was Inapplicable in practice, to go to 
his own countryman Morin, who would instruct 
him in a better method than his own, and not to 
return to the king of England until he had done so. 
Of course, the general force of this recommendation 
was, in vulgar English, to bid bim go to Jericho. 
But surely Flamsteed could hardly have been igno¬ 
rant (though he does not refer to it) that Morin 
had, in 1634 (forty-one year* before Che applica¬ 
tion of Bt. Pierre to Charles II.), submitted a plan 


similar In principle to Cardinal Richelieu, and that a. 
committee appointed by the latter came to the same 
decision as Flamsteed concerning St. Pierre’s propo¬ 
sal ; that such a method was of no practical use in the 
existing state of astronomical knowledge. To me, it 
seems exceedingly likely that St. Pierre was aware of 
what had taken place with regard to Morin; that, in 
fact, he had stolen the principle from the latter (who, 
although he deserves all the contempt that Madler 
pours upon him for prostituting astronomy to the 
purposes of that mass of imposture and delusion 
which has robbed our science of its more appropriate 
name of astrology, was a good mathematician for 
those times), and interpreted Flamsteed’s last remark 
Into the imputation that he was in point of fact 
found out. Flamsteed says that he heard no more of 
him afterwards; but he certainly did not go to Morin, 
for the best of all reasons, — Morin having died more 
than eighteen .years before, on the 6th of November* 
1656.” 

— In a paper on the germ-theory of disease from 
a natural history point of view, before the British 
association, Dr. Carpenter stated that many of the 
existing genera and species of animals ami plants 
were altogether uncertain; that as fresh knowledge 
was gained, so it was found necessary to modify our 
accepted views — this especially holds good with gen¬ 
era which have great power of adapting themselves 
to various circumstances, and which consequently 
produce numerous variations. This power of modi¬ 
fication, the author stated, was much more marked 
in the lower than in the higher forms of either king¬ 
dom, and was especially found in bacteria. The 
author then cited the case of the germ producing 
small-pox, in which he stated the germ had undergone 
such a modification, that whereas two centuries ago 
the disease was very severe, and known as ‘ black- 
pox,’ It now existed only a$ a mild disease. During 
the last siege of Paris, however, the conditions were 
such that the germ reverted to its original form, and 
produced the same severe disease os two centuries 
ago. Many facts were brought forward to confirm 
this view. 

— In a paper by Professor Hull before the British 
association, upon the geological age of the North 
Atlantic Ocean, the author made use of three lead¬ 
ing formations as factors in his inquiry; viz., the ar- 
chean (or Laurentian), the Silurian (chiefiy the lower 
Silurian), and the carboniferous. He considers that 
throughout the archeau (or Laurentian), the lower 
Silurian, and the carboniferous epochs, the regions, 
of North America, on the one hand, and of the Brit¬ 
ish Isles and western Europe, were submerged, while 
a large part of the North Atlantic area existed as 
dry land, from the waste of which these great forma¬ 
tions had been built up; and be urged, that, if such 
were the case, the dootrlne of the permanency of 
oceans and continents, as tested by the case of the 
North Atlantic, falls to the ground. 

— The meteorological observatory established upon 
the top of Ben Nevis by the Scottish meteorological 
society was formally opened on Oct. 17 with Interest¬ 
ing ceremonies. A party of ninety, Including many 
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ladles, climbed the mountain, In spite of unfavora¬ 
ble Weather; and after their return to the base, where 
a second meteorological station is established, a din¬ 
ner, with congratulatory speeches, was given. The 
funds for the establishment of these observatories, 
£5,000, have been raised by popular subscriptions, 
the subscribers numbering about two thousand. 

— At the meeting of the German society of natural 
science at Halle, on Oct, 8, a paper was read by Dr. 
Assraan of Magdeburg, on the advisability of estab¬ 
lishing a meteorological station on the Brocken Moun¬ 
tain. ‘What will become of the spectre?’ 

— Drs. Schuchardt and Krause, of the Volkmann 
clinical hospital at Halle, consider that they have 
placed the connection between scrofula and tuber¬ 
culosis beyond a doubt. Following up Koch’s line of 
research, they have discovered the peculiar bacilli 
of tuberculosis to be present in several distinct forms 
of scrofula. 

— Joseph Antoine Ferdinand Plateau, professor of 
physics at the University of Ghent, died at that place, 
Sept. 15, at the age of eighty-two years. 

— The U. S. hydrographic office has published a 
* List of geographical positions for the use of naviga¬ 
tors and others,’ compiled by Lleut.-Commauder F, 
M. Green. The list is divided into Boventeen sec¬ 
tions, according to the geographical position of the 
places, and is confined to points on the shore or on 
navigable rivers. 

— Dr. J. Lawrence Smith died at Louisville, Ky., 
on Oct. 12, in his sixty-fifth year. He was born 
near Charleston, S.C., and was educated at the Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia and the Charleston medical col¬ 
lege. He afterwards spent some time abroad. His 
first paper was published while he was in Paris. A 
large part of his work was in meteorology, his collec¬ 
tion of meteorites being especially famous. 

—Among the exhibits at the Ncw-Mexico territo¬ 
rial fair, held at Albuquerque, Oct. 1 to 5, was a 
collection of antiquities from the otd pueblo ruins 
of Arixona, by Mr. Thomas V. Keam. This gentle¬ 
man has long been engaged in trade in that region, 
Is well known to the Indians and to our national 
surveying - parties, and has rendered very efficient 
service, both as an adviser and mediator, in our nego¬ 
tiations with the Navajos. His exhibit was highly 
spoken ofc by the Albuquerque press. 

— Dr. D. G. Brlnton of Philadelphia, who was one 
of the vice-presidents of the oongress of Americanists 
held In Copenhagen, and the only delegate from the 
United States, makes a brief report of the proceed¬ 
ings, In 1875 the first meeting was held at Nancy; 
that of 1877, at .Brussels; of 1870, at Luxembourg; of 
1881, at Madrid. The meeting of this year was opened 
in the magnificent hall of the university, in the pres¬ 
ence of the king, the royal family, the Princess of 
Wales, and other dignitaries. Professor Worsall pre¬ 
sided, and delivered the address of welcome. The 
discussions and papers related to paleolithic man in 
America, Scandinavian discoveries, the history of 
Columbus, native American literature, ceramics, tre- 
phiny, etc. Dr. Breton reports that the communi¬ 
cations were very generally of a high order, though 


there was enough of Prince Madoc and the pilgrimage 
of St. Thomas to remind the members of the humble 
origin of archeology. 

. —Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, A Co., of London, 
announce Mr. Everard Ini Thunn's ‘Among the 
Indians of British Guiana/ sketches, chiefly anthro¬ 
pologic, from the interior. 

— M. Berthelot has published the results of his 
researches into the nature, of explosives, under the 
title of ‘ Sur la force des matlferes explosives d’aprbs 
la thermochlmle.’ One portion of the book appeared 
as an article in th£ VoureHe retue. 

In presenting his work to the Paris academic ties 
sciences, M. Berthelot explained that he was led to 
those researches by the events of 1870. The first 
book is on his theory of the phenomena of explosion, 
and especially the explosive wave, which he considers 
throws a new light on the subject. The second book 
is on the composition of explosives, and the third on 
their comparative power. The last is very compre¬ 
hensive, and he gives numerous tables. 

— Mr. William J. Fisher, U. S. signal-observer at 
Kadiak, has found time, in the prosecution of his 
duties, to collect for the National museum ethnologi¬ 
cal specimens from the following Alaskan tribes: 
Ugashagmint, of Ugaahag River, Bristol Bay; Ta- 
nichnagmiute, of Lesnoi Island, near Kodiak Island; 
Nanuachpachmlute, of Aliaska peninsula, near III- 
axm&a Bay; Kelichwichmiut, at Katmai settlement, 
Aliaska peninsula; Kiatichmynt, near Maltshatna 
River, Aliaska peninsula; Tshu-attshigmjnt, around 
Nuchek, Hinchinbrook Island, Prince William Sound. 

The editor of the Smithsonian proceedings holds 
up this Invoice of Mr. Fisher as an example to be fol¬ 
lowed by all collectors. The excellent features are 
the native names of the articles, the explanation of 
their functions, and the Jocation of the tribe from 
which each comes. There is a very grave objection, 
however, to the spelling of the names and the iden¬ 
tification of the tribes. Mr. Dali and other* have 
located many little bands of Eskimo all along the 
Alaskan coast. Are these the same, or different ones? 
If the same, why another mode of spelling; and, what 
is worse, why is ‘ mut ’ spelled * mint/ * miute; 9 ‘ miut/ 

* myni; f ‘mjnt/ *ntjut f y 'mjute, 9 ‘ntfitt, 9 * mjmt t 9 
ittfunt,* and ‘mwt’f Strenuous efforts are making 
to bring order out of chaos in the matter of tribes, 
but nothing will be accomplished If confusion is con¬ 
stantly introduced by observers. 

— Prof. T. G. Bonney read a paper before the 
Geological society of London on Nov, 7, on the geol¬ 
ogy of the South Devon coast from Tor Cross to 
Hope Cove. 

— The relation of the state to the medical profes¬ 
sion was the prevailing topic in the recent inaugural 
addresses before the schools of the several hospitals 
of London. Until 1858 the English people had virtu¬ 
ally no protection against unqualified practitioners. 
Iu that year the act was passed establishing the pres¬ 
ent system of medical licensing. 

A royal commission was appointed in May, 1881, to 
inquire into the existing provision, and to recommend 
such additional action as might seem advisable. The 
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proposals of the commission were embodied in A blU 
which parsed the House of Lords during the iaflt sea*; 
sion, but was lost in the House of Commons through 
the ‘obstructive tactics of interested parties/ It is 
believed that the bill which will be presented during 
the next session will meet with better success As 
pointed out by Professor Huxley in his address at the 
London hospital, ‘ three grave defects remain to be 
remedied:’ viz., the low standard of examination 
allowed by some of the licensing bodies; the grant¬ 
ing of licenses which do not involve proof of the 
holder’s acquaintance with all three of great 
branches of medical practice (namely, modlclhg, sur- 
gei y, and midwifery); and the present state of the law, 
which docs not permit the medical council to enforce 
equality of minimum examination, and the threefold 
qualification, before admitting a medical petitioner 
to the register. All of these points are included in 
the proposed bill, ; 

It is further urged by those interested tir^e .im¬ 
provement of the profession, that liberal education 
should be a more general characteristic of its mem¬ 
bers, and that the student should bring to his medi¬ 
cal course a more thorough preparation In physics, 
chemistry, and biology. Both of these ends will be 
furthered by the provision recently made In the two 
great universities for the sciences specified. 

Socially the medical profession does not compare 
favorably with the other professions in England. The 
fact is curiously Illustrated by an extract from a recent 
book quoted by Mr, W. H. Bennet in his address at 
St* George’s hospital, u This choice of a profession/’ 
says the author, “is not an easy matter, when, as a 
rule, the church, the army, the bar, and the diplo¬ 
matic service are almost the only professions open to 
a young fellow.” Evidently, as Mr, Bennet observes, 
“the thought of medicine had never for an instant 
entered the writer’s mind.” 

— Mr. Henry Brooks has prepared a useful series 
of specimens of the wood of several of the important 
timber-trees of the eastern states, for the use of teach¬ 
ers and students of natural hlptory. 

Each species is represented by three thin transpar¬ 
ent sections of wood framed together, and cut in the 
direction of the layers of annual growth, at right 
angles with the grain, so as to show a cross-section 
of the trunk. The specimens mounted between thin 
sheets of mica permit a satisfactory examination of 
the position and size of the difforent ducts, cells, 
medullary rays, etc,, besides showing admirably the 
color and general character of different woods. Ar¬ 
chitects and builders, therefore, as well as teachers, 
will find Mr, Brooks’s contribution to a knowledge of 
our trees of considerable practical value. Complete 
sets, representing seventeen species, or single sheets, 
x?au be obtained by addressing Mr. Henry Brooks, 86 
Bedford Street, Boston, 
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THE NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE NA~ 
TIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. 

For the first time in nineteen years, and the 
second time in its history, the National acad¬ 
emy held its mid-year meeting in New Ilaven, 
Nov. 13-10. Thirty-three of the ninety-three 
members were in attendance, and during its 
four days’ session twenty papers wore pre¬ 
sented. 

Tho meeting was conspicuous for the discus¬ 
sion which most of the papers called forth, and 
for the general participation of the members 
in these discussions. It was interesting, also, 
for the report of the committee on the solar 
eclipse of last May, which included the de¬ 
tailed reports of the expedition to Caroline 
Islahd by the principal participants, Profes¬ 
sors Holden and Hastings. It will further bp 
remembered by the members from other cities 
for the marked hospitalities they received at 
the hands of their confreres of New Haven, 
and for its many social pleasures, culminating 
in the brilliant public reception given them by 
the president,Professor Marsh, at his residence. 
The new buildings recently finished, or in pro¬ 
cess of erection, for the furtherance of'scientific 
research and instruction in Yale college, were 
also examined with interest, together with the 
treasures of the Peabody museum, where the 
finely mounted collections of Professors Verrill 
and E. S. Dana, and the fossil vertebrates of 
Professor Marsh, called forth much admira¬ 
tion. 

The generous discussion to which the papers 
gave rise was provoked at’the very start by the 
paper of Dr. Graham Bell upon the formation 
of a deaf variety of the human race, which had 
a broad, practical interest, and which consumed 
the entire morning session of the first day. 
Mr, Bell claimed, that, from purely philan¬ 
thropic motives, we were pursuing a method in 
the education of 4 deaf-mutes ’ distinctly tend- 

N0.49.-1US. t 


ing to such a result, supporting his assertions 
by statistics drawn from the published reports 
of the different institutions in this country dc 
voted to the care of these unfortunates. They 
are separated in childhood from association! 
with hearing-children, and taught what is prac¬ 
tically a foreign language, — a practice which 
isolates them from the rest of the community 
throughout their lives, and encourages their 
intermarriage. Such marriages were increas¬ 
ing at an alarming ratio, and with calamitous 
results. A 3 a remedy for this danger, Dr. 
Bell would have the children educated in the 
public schools, thus bringing them into contact 
with hearing-children in their play, and in in¬ 
struction wherever they would not be placed at 
a disadvantage, as in drawing and blackboard 
exercises. He would also entirely discard 
the sign-language, and cultivate the use of the 
vocal organs, and tho rending of the lips. 

The report on the solar eclipse covered a 
variety of topics, and will fill some hundred 
and fifty printed pages. In presenting it, Prof. 
E. S. Holden merely touched upon the princi¬ 
pal points, and gave the leading results, in 
much the same form’ as they have already been 
given in this journal. The objects of the expe¬ 
dition were successfully carried out; and Pro¬ 
fessor Holden regarded his special work — the 
search for a possible planet interior to Mercury 
— as proving the non-existence of the small 
planets reported by Professors Watson and 
Swift, 

Dr, C. S. Hastings read in full the greater 
portion of his report upon the spectroscopic 
work, which concluded with a critical review 
of the generally received theories of the solar 
atmosphere, and suggested, instead, that the 
corona was a subjective phenomenon, largely 
due to the diffraction of light. 

The presentation of these reports occupied 
the entire morning session of Wednesday, and 
their discussion the greater part of the after 
noon session. 
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In criticising the current use of the word 
4 light ’ in physics, Professor Newcomb opened 
a long and interesting discussion. He urged 
that photometric measurements were compara¬ 
tively valueless, because they estimate a part 
only of the radiant energy of the sun ; whereas 
the quantity which should be determined was 
the number of ergs received per square centi¬ 
metre. Professor Langley, however, asserted 
that it would be impossible to estimate the 
radiant energy received from the stars with our 
present appliances : not all the stars combined 
would produce deflection, even in so sensitive 
an apparatus as the bolometer. 

Another feature of marked interest was Pro¬ 
fessor Rowland’s exhibition of photographs of 
the solar spectrum, obtained by his new concave 
gratings, by which he had prepared a map of 
the spectrum much more detailed than hereto¬ 
fore secured, and free from the defects of scale 
found in previous photographs. 

Professor Asaph Hall communicated the re¬ 
sults of his researches upon the mass of Saturn, 
based upon new measurements of the distances 
of the outer satellites. He determines the 
relative mass of the sun to that of Saturn to 
be as 1 to 

Professor Brewer took the occasion of the 
academy’s meeting in the city of his residence 
to exhibit samples of his experiments of many 
years’ duration upon the subsidence of par¬ 
ticles in liquids. They showed the action 
of saline and organic matter, of acids and of 
freezing, upon the precipitation of sediments. 
Most of the samples had been undisturbed for 
five or six years, and showed varying degrees 
of opalescence, resulting from the suspension 
of matter in the fluid. 

We have mentioned only the more important 
papers, or those which provoked a fhller dis¬ 
cussion than usual. The following complete 
list will show how largely the physical side of 
science predominated at the meeting. In as¬ 
tronomy, besides the reports on the eclipse of 
May 6, papers were read by A. Hall, on the 
mass of Saturn ; by S. P. Langley, on atmos¬ 
pheric absorption; and by 0.**T. Sherman 
(present by invitation), on personality in the 


measures of the diameter of Venus : in mathe¬ 
matics, by S. Newcomb, on the theory of 
errors of observation, and probable results: 
in physics , by S. Newcomb, on the use of the 
word 1 light; ’ by W. H. Brewer, on the sub¬ 
sidence of particles in liquids; and by H. A. 
Rowland, on a new photograph of the solar 
spectrum: in meteorology , by E. Loomis, on 
the reduction of barometric observations to 
sea-level: in geology , by T. S. Hunt, on the 
Animikic rocks of Lako Superior; by J. I). 
Dana, on the stratified drift of the New-IIaven 
region; by B. Silliman, on the mineralogy 
and lithology of the Bodie mining-district; 
and by *T. S. Newberry, on the ancient glacia¬ 
tion of North America: in chemistry, by W. 
Gibbs, on phospho-vanadates, arsenic-vana¬ 
dates, and antimonio-vanadates, and on the 
existence of new acids of phosphorus: in 
physiological chemistry , by R. H, Chittenden 
(present by invitation), on new primary cleav¬ 
age forms of albuminous matter: in paleon¬ 
tology , by J. Hall, on the Pectenidac and 
Aviculidae of the Devonian system; and by 
O. C. Marsh, on the affinities of the dinosnurian 
reptiles: in anthropology , by A. G. Bell, on 
the formation of a deaf variety of the human 
race ; and by J. W. Powell, on marriage insti¬ 
tutions in tribal society. 

The report of the committee on glucose, ap¬ 
pointed by the president in conformity with a 
request from the government, was accepted by 
the academy, and will be transmitted to Con¬ 
gress with the president’s report, Tfiis will 
also embody the proceedings of recent meetings 
of the academy, the report of the committee on 
alcohol, and that on the eclipse of the sun, 
together with the thanks of the academy to 
the secretary of the navy and the officers of the 
Hartford for their co-operation in the expedi¬ 
tion to Caroline Island. It will also include 
an expression of the approval of the academy 
of the efforts now making to secure a system 
of uniform time. 

The next stated session of the academy will 
be h41d in Washington in April next, and it is 
probable that" the following midyear session 
will be held in Cambridge. 
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THE WEATHER IN SEPTEMBER . 

The weather-review of the U. 8. signal- 
service shows that in September there were 
two peculiar features, — the low mean temper¬ 
ature, and the deficiency in rainfall. The for¬ 
mer was characteristic of all districts east of 
the Rocky Mountains, though the temperature 
was above the normal on the Pacific coast. 
The greatest deficiency in rainfall was in the 
east Gnif states, but the drought has been 
severe in various sections. Forest-fires burned 
over large tracts of land, causing the destruc¬ 
tion of much property, especially in New Eng¬ 
land. 

The accompanying chart exhibits the mean 
pressure, temperature, and wind-directions lor 
the month, and needs no special comment. 
Nine barometric depressions were observed 
within the limits of the country, tho average 
course being farther north than is usual. Of 
these, one was especially severe on the Lakes 
and in Canada, and one was a well-devel¬ 
oped tropical hurricane. Tho latter was first- 
observed near Martinique, on the 4th: it was 
very violent in the Caribbean Sea, and caused 
great destruction in the Bahamas, the loss of 
life being over fifty. It reached the North 
Carolina coast on the 11th, and was a destruc¬ 
tive gale between Cape Ilatteras and Wil¬ 
mington, but lost its energy on reaching the 
land, and was wholly dissipated. While the 
damage from the hurricane was great, good 
service to commerce was rendered by the fre¬ 
quent warnings issued by the signal-service. 
The depression which existed on the 21st is 
worthy of note on account of its unusual track. 
It moved from Milwaukee, north-west to 8t. 
Paul, thence southward over Iowa and Mis¬ 
souri, and was the means of considerably 
modifying the effect of a cold wave which 
threatened extensive damage by frost. Five 
storm-centres are traced on the Atlantic, one 
of which is a continuation of the second of 
the August hurricanes described in Science, 
No. 87, and which passed over Great Brit¬ 
ain. Four vessels only report passing ice¬ 
bergs* 

With the approach of fall, frequent frosts are 
reported, and a frost-chart is a special feature 
of the review: it gives the limits of the regions 
in which frosts were experienced in connection 
with the three leading cold waves of the month. 
In contrast with this, maximum temperatures 
of 10G 0 or higher were noted in Arizona, 
CaUfbraia* Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana^ Nevada, 
Texas, and Utah; the highest being 122°. 

The extent of the deficiency in the rainfall 


is indicated by the following precipitation 
table: — 


Average precipitation for September, 1883 . 


patriot*. 


New England . . 
Middle Atlantic Htfttei 
South Atlantic stoles 
Florid* peninsula . 
Eastern gulf . . . 
Western gulf . . . 

IUo Grande valley . 
Tonuoasee .... 

Ohio valley . . . 
Lower Ukes . . . 
Upper lakes . . . 
Extreme north-we*t 
Upper UlMtiwlppi valley, 
Missouri valley . . 
Northern slope . . 
Middle slope . . . 
Northern plateau . 
Southern plateau . 
North Pacific coast. 
Middle Pacific coast 
South Pacific ooast. 


Avorsgc for September, 
giftnal-servloe observa¬ 
tion*. 


InchiM. 

3.74 

4.14 

5.04 

6.76 

4.03 

4.33 

4.54 

3.48 

2.40 

3.03 

3.98 

2.24 

3.45 

2.60 

1.26 

1.50 

0.78 

1.22 

2.13 

0.21 

0.03 


For 1883. 


Comparison of 
September, 1888, 
With the average 
for several ytaia. 


Inches. 

1.24 deficiency. 
0.33 excess. 

0.09 excess. 

1.69 deficiency. 
3.93 deficiency. 
1.10 deficiency. 

1.77 excess. 

1.19 deficiency. 
0.96 deficiency. 
0.21 deficiency. 

1.20 deficiency. 
1.23 deficiency. 

1.78 deficiency. 
Normal. 

0.37 deficiency. 
1.43 excess. 

0.72 deficiency. 
0.66 deficiency, 
0.96 deficiency. 
0.27 excess. 

0.01 excess. 


Tho drought in tho southern states is a con¬ 
tinuation of that of former months, as is 
shown by the following table of deficiencies in 
the districts named : — . 


patriots. 

July. 

August. 

September, 

Total. 


Inchon. 


Inchon. 

Inches. 

Tentiowee . . . 

-0.99 

” 0.41 

- 1.19 | 

.2,59 

South Atlantic . . 

0,73 

- 0,72 

-* 0,69 ! 

— 0,76 

KftBtcmguff. . . | 

“2.64 

1.94 

' 3.93 

-8.41 

Wuxtorn jrulf . . 

-1.72 

■2.65 

-1.36 

“ 6.63 


Several instances of great wind-velocity were 
recorded, the maxirtnun being a hundred and 
eight miles per hour at Mount Washington on 
the 9th. At Cape Mendocino, on the Pacific 
coast, a maximum velocity of ninety-six miles 
was noted. The singular fact, not‘unusual, 
however, in the winter season, is deserving of 
mention, that the total movement of the air at 
Delaware Breakwater and Kittyhawk, on the 
Atlantic coast, is greater than that at the sum¬ 
mit of Pike’s Peak, the loftiest station in the 
world. 


THE ELECTRIC LIGHT ON THE U. S . 

FISH - COMMISSION STEAMER ALBA - 

TMSSi— II. 

As superintendent of the building of the ship, 
my expectation was, that numerous and intri¬ 
cate problems would present themselves in 
running the wires about the iron hull, through 

4 Continued tr ora No. 41. 
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iron bulkheads and beams, close to the boilers 
or hot steam-pipes, and through damp places. 



To bend the heavy main 
wires at short radii with¬ 
out breaking the insula¬ 
tion, was also a question 
that presented itself. But 
all these had been apprehended. Where the 
wires passed damp places, they were incased 
in rubber tubes, besides their insulation of eot- 
ton-clotb and white lead ; in all hot .places they 
were incased in 
lead pipe; where 
they jmssed through 
iron bulk-heads or 
’ beams, ferrules of 
hard rubber or 
gutta-percha were 
used; and the 
tnains, instead,, of 
being single wires 
of large size, were 
composed of a 
number of smaller 
wires, which, of 
course, made them 
more flexible. 

Where the wires 
passed an iron sur¬ 
face, such as a 
lodger-plate or stringer, they were fitted to 
4 groove in a wooden batten; and, where they 


passed a wooden surface, the 3 r were embedded 
into a groove cut in the wood; and, when 
carefblly painted over, it is difficult to detect 
their presence,. The main wires, as far as 
possible, were led behind the wooden lining 
of the ship. Where the wires were spliced or 
‘ tapped,* their insulation was removed, and the 
naked metallic surfaces brightened with sand¬ 
paper, to insure metallic contact. They were 
then twisted together tightly, and soldered. 
The *iaked place was then covered with insula¬ 
tion-tape, which is common cotton tape satu¬ 
rated with a bituminous insulation compound 
manufactured by the Edison company, the 
components of which ai'e kept a profound 
secret, and which an irreverent young man 
has named 4 gulloot.* 

The lamp-fixtures are designed to suspend 
the shade above, and to cast the unobstructed 
rays of the light downward. Handsome brass 
fixtures of three kinds, with porcelain shades, 
are used on board. Fig. 8 is called a bracket, 
and figs. 9 and 10 are single and double swing- 
brackets respectively. 

The wires are run through the tubes of these 
brackets ; but in the joints of the swing-brack¬ 
ets the current is transmitted through insulated 
hinges, to wljicli the wires are fixed by bind¬ 
ing-screws, as shown at a in fig. 11, by which 
arrangement the wires are not twisted in swing¬ 
ing the bracket. 

The wires are brought to the binding-posts 
in the lamp-socket, fig. 12, between their 
binding-posts and brass conductors. One of 
these brass conductors 
is soldered to the thin 
spun brass socket into 



Fio. 12, 


wliich the lamp is 
screwed, while the other is con¬ 
nected , through the key, to a 
brass disk, placed centrally in the 
bottom of the socket, against 
which one pole of the lamp presses 
when screwed in place. The key 
is mounted on a screw-thread of 
such pitch that one-fourth of a convolution will 
giveit sufficient axial motion to open and close 
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the circuit. The email number of parts used 
in these fixtures, their correct proportions, the 
adaptation of their forms to machine-tool manu¬ 
facture, and their beauty of design, excite the 
admiration of the mechanic and the artist. 


Fig. 18. 



Fig. 14. 


The lamps are of thin glass, pear-shaped, 
containing a thread of bamboo carbon about 
the thickness of a horse-hair. The small end 
of the lamp contains glass of sufficient thick* 
ness (fig. 13) to make a tight joint on the 


platinum-wire conductors which carry the cur¬ 
rent to the carbon. The atmosphere is ex¬ 
hausted from the lamp by Edison’s modifica¬ 
tion of the Sprengel pump, through a tube at 
the upper end, and the tube is then fhsed and 
broken oiF. Platinum wire is used because 
its index of expansion is the same as glass, 
thus preventing any leakage or breakage from 
unequal expansion from the heat. The bam¬ 
boo carbon and platinum wire are soldered 
together by electrically deposited copper. One 
wire, passing through the glass, is soldered to 
a small brass disk, which is centred on the 
bottom of the lamp, while the other wire is 
soldered to the spun brass screw-thread which 
surrounds the cylindrical part of the bottom of 
the lamp ; and, when the lamp is screwed into 
the socket (figs. H and 12), the circuit may 
be completed or broken by the switch or key 
already described. When the circuit is closed*, 
the carbon thread becomes heated, from its 
high resistance, to incandescence, and contin¬ 
ues to glow, in vacuum, without burning, so 
lbng as the current continues to flow. The 
wires having a larger sectional area and higher 
conductivity*carry the current without percep¬ 
tibly warming. Hy varying the length or sec¬ 
tional area of the carbon thread, keeping the 
electromotive force constant, Edison has varied 
the candle-power of his lamps. 

For example : let the electrical resistance bo 
represented by R, the sectional area of the 
wore or carbon by the length by Z, and the 
constant, dependent on the material of which 
the conductor is made, by a; then S R~ aL, 
from which simple equation the relative sizes 
of carbons and wires may be determined, and 
proportioned to the tension in the circuit. 
Mr. Edison employs a number of different¬ 
sized dynamos, which he designates by letters; 
but he wiuds them for but two tensions, i.e., 
the A and B circuits. The A lamp belongs 
to the A circuit, as its carbon thread is of such 
resistance that the B circuit would heat it to 
only a cherry red. A B lamp, however, in the 
A eirenit, would acquire an intense brightness, 
but Its duration would be very limited. Two 
B lamps in series* in the A circuit, would, by 
their augmented resistance, glow at about their 
normal incandescence. 

The average life of a lamp is said to be 
about 1,000 hours, when kept up to its normal 
incandescence; but they will last much longer 
if their brightness is a little suppressed. This 
may be eflected either by throwing in resist¬ 
ance, or by slowing the engine. On board 
ship, however* about as many lamps ate broken 
by accident as from natural deterioration,* 



November 23 , 1883 .] 


SCIENCE 


675 


The cost of the lamps is one dollar each ; and, 
at the present rate of consumption from all 
causes, the annual expenditure will be 5(5 lamps. 
The dynamo is rim about 2,190 hours per year 
(about six hours per day), with an average of 
about 47£ lamps in circuit, so that the annual 
lamp-hours would be about 104,025 (2190 x 
47.5). Thus it appears that our lamps will, 
at present consumption, last us in the neigh¬ 
borhood of 1,857 hours each. 


Description of lamps. 


Designation 

of 

j 
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Reals lance 
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In event of a short circuit through a good 
conductor, between the wires there would be 
inBtantty generated heat of such intensity that 
the wires would inelt, and perhaps the arma¬ 
ture also. This heat would in all probability 
set fire to the wood-work along the line of the 
wire. To prevent this, Edison has devised his 
cut-out block, or safety-catch, — a neat device 
for placing a short piece of alloy in the circuit, 
which, at 400° P M will melt, and open the cir- 
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mit When this happens, all the lamps on 
the branch circuit fed through that cut-out 
will he immediately extinguished; and, though 
one is left in darkness at that point, be is re¬ 


warded by a consciousness of greater mischief 
having been prevented. Fig. 15 represents a 
double pole cut-out block, a front and back 
view of the cut-out plug, and a binding-screw. 
Fig. 16 shows a back view of the same cut-out 
block, and a section through a cut-out plug. 
The fusible alloy is contained in the plug, and 




Fig. 16. 


is utilized as a solder to unite the two poles of 
the plug. The plug is made similar to the 
bottom of a lamp, and the block-socket is 
similar to a lamp-socket. The wires are held 
by the binding-screws, and the current passes 
through the metal of the block and plug. 
These cut-outs arc placed on each of the ami a 
circuits, near the dynamo, and on each branch 
circuit, and always in convenient positions. 
The alloy in the plug is the only part destroyed 
by u short circuit, and it is only a minute’s 
work to substitute a new plug. 

(To be continued.) 


EE POET OF THE GERMAN CHOLERA 
COMMISSIONA 

When the commission arrived in Egypt, the chol¬ 
era epidemic had already begun to decline, so that 
we could not expect to obtain all the material neces¬ 
sary for carrying out our examinations. Besides, 
since the termination of an epidemic ls"'the least 
suitable time for etiological researches, our origi¬ 
nal plan was to make such preliminary studies as we 
could In Egypt, and then check our results, as soon as 
the epidemic had reached Syria, by further investiga- 

* Report to Minister von BSttlehor, secretary of state for tbo 
Interior. By Dr. Koch. From the Ktitnieeh* teiiung of Oct. If. 
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tiona in suitable localities in that country. We^were 
able to carry out the first part of our plan In accord¬ 
ance with our wishes; for the commission found 
abundant opportunity, during its stay in Alexandria, 
to collect the material necessary for its preliminary 
researches. This was mainly due to the active co¬ 
operation of the physicians of the Greek hospital, who 
furnished us working-rooms, permitted us to study 
the cholera cases in the hospital, and placed the bod¬ 
ies of those who died of the disease at our disposal. 

At first the commission had two*rooms of the hos¬ 
pital, adjoining each other on the ground-fioof, and 
well lighted. In one room the microscope work was 
carried on, and In the other the culture experiments. 
The animals experimented on were at first brought 
into both rooms. But when their number had been 
Increased, it was thought too dangerous to manipu¬ 
late the material for infection in the same rooms in 
which we had to spend nearly the entire day, and 
they were accordingly removed to another room in 
the old hospital; and there the experiments on infec¬ 
tion were made. 

The material for experiment was obtained from 
twelve cholera patients, and ten bodies of individuals 
who had died of the disease. The cases of nine of 
the patients were studied in the Greek hospital, two 
in the German, and one in the Arabian. The symp¬ 
toms corresponded in all cases with those of true 
Asiatic cholera. Specimens of the blood, of the vom¬ 
ited matter, and of the dejections of these patients, 
were taken, and submitted to examination. It was 
soon apparent that the blood was free from micro¬ 
organisms, that the vomited matters were compara¬ 
tively poor In them, but that the dejections contained 
a considerable quantity; and the latter material was 
therefore mainly used in the Infection experiments 
with animals. 

Although the number of bodies used fojr dissection 
was small, the material they afforded was of the great¬ 
est service in' localizing the disease. They represented 
the most varied nationalities (three Nubians, two Ger- 
man-Austrians, four Greeks, and one Turk), were 
of different ages (two were children, two over sixty 
years of age, and the others, between twenty and 
thirty-five years), and the duration of the disease va¬ 
ried in the different cases. The most important fact, 
however, Is that dissection could lie begun imme¬ 
diately or in a few hours after death. The changes 
produced In the organs, and especially in the intes¬ 
tines, by putrefactive decomposition shortly after 
death, which render microscopical examination diffi¬ 
cult, and its results generally entirely deceptive, were 
thus effectively guarded against. I wish to lay par¬ 
ticular stress on this circumstance, because it is 
hardly probable that such excellent material for 
microscopic examination as we obtained could be 
found lu other places. 

The appearances of the bodies, as well as the symp¬ 
toms of the sick, left no room for doubt that we had 
to deal with true cholera, and not, as at first supposed, 
with diseases resembling cholera, — the so-called 
4 cholcrlform * and * choleroid ’ diseases. 

We were unable to detect any organized Infectious 


matter In the blood, or in the organs which are 
usually the seat of micro-parasites in,other infectious 
diseases; viz., the lungs, spleen, kidneys, and liver. 
Occasionally bacteria were found In the lungs; but It 
was dear from their forms and position that .they had 
nothing to do with the processes of the disease, but 
had entered the lungs from the vomited matter by 
aspiration. In the contents of the intestines, just as 
in the choleraic dejections, there was an extraordi¬ 
narily large number of micro-organisms of different 
kinds, no one of which was present in excessive pro¬ 
portion. There were also no special Indications 
which could enable us to draw any conclusions as to 
their connection with the disease. On the other 
hand, the examination of the intestine itself gave a 
very important result. In all cases but one, a specific 
form of bacteria was found in the wails of the intes¬ 
tine. The exception was in the case of a patient who 
had died of a sequela several weeks after the cholera 
had subsided. These bacteria were rod-shaped, and 
therefore belong to the bacilli. In size and shape 
they most nearly resemble the bacilli of glanders. 
In cases where the intestine shojved the slightest evi¬ 
dence of change, the bacilli had penetrated into the 
tubular glands of the mucous coat, and had sot up a 
considerable irritation there, as was shown by the 
distension of the glands, and the accumulation of 
inany-nucleated round cells In their interior. In many 
cases, too, the bacilli had worked their way beneath 
the epithelium, and had penetrated between it and 
the gland membrane. Moreover, they had planted 
themselves in large quantities over the surface of the 
villous coat of the intestine, and had penetrated its 
tissue. In severe cases of the disease, where there 
was a bloody Infiltration of the mucous coat of the 
intestine, the bacilli were present in great numbers, 
and had not confined themselves to the invasion of 
the tubular glands, but had entered the surrounding 
tissue In the deeper layers of the mucous coat, and 
sometimes had penetrated to the muscular coat. 
The villous coat was also thickly covered with them 
in such cases. The principal seat of all these changes 
was found to be the lower part of the small intestine. 
In investigations like the present, the examination 
ought to be made on perfectly fresh bodies, because 
putrefactive decomposition can induce similar growths 
of bacteria in the intestine. From this consideration 
I was unable last year to attach any value to the dis¬ 
covery of the same bacilli in the same position in the 
intestines of cholera patients which I had obtained 
directly from India, because I was afraid of compli¬ 
cations with post-mortem changes. This former dis¬ 
covery, which was made in the intestines from four 
bodies of persons who had died of cholera in India, is 
now confirmed, because there can be no error in the 
present case due to decomposition iu the Egyptian 
bodies. The inference, too, that the correspondence 
in the conditions of the intestine in the Indian and 
Egyptian cholera may be taken as a further indica¬ 
tion of the Identity of the diseases, is not without 
weight. 

The number of bodies of cholera patients used by 
the commission for examination, It is true, wassmaU. 
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Bacilli were found in all the fresh cholera" cases, but 
were wanting in the case where death had occurred 
after the symptoms of cholera had disappeared, and 
in others where death had not occurred from cholera, 
in which examinations were made for the sake of 
comparison > so that there can be no doubt that these 
organisms have some connection with that disease. 
But it is too much to conclude yet that bacilli are the 
cause of cholera because they are found in the mu¬ 
cous coat of the intestine of cholera patients. The 
inference might be reversed; and we might say that 
the disease produces such changes in the mucous 
coat, that some of the many bacteria present there as 
parasites are able to penetrate the tissue. A decision 
of the question, which of the two views is correct* — 
whether the iufection or the bacteria invasion comes 
first, — can only be settled experimentally by collect¬ 
ing the bacteria from the diseased tissue, breeding 
them by ‘pure culture,’ and then reproducing the 
disease by infection experiments on animals. For 
this purpose it is necessary, first of all, to have such 
animals at our disposal as are susceptible to the in¬ 
fectious matter; but in spite of every effort to infect 
animals with cholera, it has not yet been demon¬ 
strated that they can be made to take that disease. 
Experiments have been tried with rabbits, guinea- 
pigs, dogs, cats, monkeys, pigs, rats, etc., hut always 
without success. The only statements to the con¬ 
trary, worthy of notice in this connection, are the 
accounts of Thiersch’s experiment with mice which 
he fed with the contents of the Intestine of a cholera 
patient, and which were then attacked with diarrhoea, 
and died. This experiment has been confirmed by 
reliable experimenters, like Burdon-Sandemon, and 
has been criticised, and the conclusions drawn from 
it disputed by others. We considered it necessary to 
repeat this experiment because it was of the utmost, 
importance for our purpose to discover some species 
of animal capable of infection with pholera, 

Fearing that the requisite number of mice could not 
be obtained at once In Alexandria, we carried fifty of 
those animals with us from Berlin, and began the 
infection experiments with them. We also experi¬ 
mented with monkeys, — because they are the only 
animals susceptible to certain human diseases, such as 
small-pox and relapsing fever,—and, besides these, 
with a few dogs and chickens. But, in spite of all 
our care, the experiments were failures. The most 
varied samples of vomited matter, choleraic dejec¬ 
tions, and contents of the intestines from bodies of 
persons dead of cholera, — sometimes fresh, some¬ 
times after standing some time in a cool or warm 
place, and sometimes in a dried condition, — were 
fed to these animals; but no symptoms of cholera 
appeared, and they remained perfectly healthy. 

besides this, ‘pure culture* experiments were 
made with bacilli taken from the contents of the 
Intestine and its walls. The material obtained in 
this way was fed to the animals, and inoculation 
was also tried. This latter method, with the products 
of the ‘pure culture,* sometimes produced septic dis¬ 
eases; but no symptoms of Cholera appeared. 

That the material of the disease 4s very often con¬ 


tained in the dejections of cholera patients in an ac¬ 
tive form, is shown in several ways, and particularly 
by the frequency of the disease among washerwomen 
who wash clothes soiled with such dejections. A 
case in point occurred during the present epidemic 
in the Greek hospital, whore a washerwoman who 
washed for the cholera hospital exclusively was taken 
with the disease. It is therefore certain, that, of the 
numerous samples used in our experiments, some 
at least must have contained the infectious matter. 
But since our experiments were failures, it must be 
assumed, either that the animals we used are not 
susceptible to cholera, or that we had not discovered 
the right method of producing infection. At any 
rate, the experiments ought to be repeated and modi¬ 
fied; but, with the material now at our command, 
there is little prospect that, they would prove suc¬ 
cessful. 

Our want of success may possibly be explained in 
still another way, which is this. In a place visited 
by tbe cholera it is usual for the disease to cease 
before all the inhabitants have been attacked; and, 
although the infectious material is scattered about 
in great quantity, fewer and fewer persons are affected 
by it, and the epidemic at last dies out in the midBt 
of individuals capable of taking It. This circum¬ 
stance can only bo explained on the theory that the 
infectious matter loses its activity, or at least be¬ 
comes uncertain in its action, towards the end of the 
epidemic. If, therefore, human beings become less 
susceptible to the infection of cholera towards the 
end of the epidemic than at its outbreak, it can 
hardly be assumed that the animals used for experi¬ 
ment, of whose susceptibility to infection we know 
nothing, should differ from them in this respect. 
And for our experiments we could only obtain mate¬ 
rial which had been collected towards the end of the 
opidemic, and which must be presumed to have been 
more or less Inactive. It is of course possible, that 
under suitable conditions, such as the outbreak of 
a cholera epidemic, the infection of animals with the 
disease might be successfully accomplished; and such 
would be the proper time to determine by experi¬ 
ment whether the bacilli I observed in the mucous 
coat of the intestine constitute the true cause of 
cholera. 

However far the commission may still be from & 
complete solution of the problems proposed to it, 
and although its labors have contributed little which 
may prove of practical value in combating the chol¬ 
era, yet, considering the unsatisfactory conditions 
under which the experiments were made, and the 
short time the commission was able to devote to 
them, the results thus far obtained should be re¬ 
garded os encouraging. The experiments fully an¬ 
swer the original purpose of localizing the disease, 
and, by ascertaining the constant presence of char¬ 
acteristic micro-organisms, have supplied the first 
condition for the investigation of infectious diseases, 
and afforded a determinate object for further re¬ 
search. 

From the foregoing statements, it is clear that the 
commission can accomplish no more in Alexandria 
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than lias already been done. It might be thought 
that it could pursue its investigations in some other 
place in Egypt where the cholera prevails, but there 
are insuperable objections to such a plan. The chol¬ 
era has disappeared from all the large cities of the 
country, and only holds its own in the villages of 
upper Egypt; and an attempt to carry on our experi¬ 
ments in that part of the country would meet with 
the strong disapproval of the Egyptian government 
on account of the disagreeable com plications in 
which the condition of affairs there might involve us. 
Moreover, I have been assured by aesponsible persona 
well acquainted with the Egyptians, that It woqld be 
impossible to obtain materia! for dissection in Egyp¬ 
tian villages; and for these reasons I must renounce 
all hope of following the course of the cholera up the 
Nile. The disease also, contrary to ah expectation, 
appears to have gained no foothold in Syria. Since the 
Investigations now in progress will occupy only about 
two weeks, the work will soon have to be temporarily 
suspended, The commission, however, entertains a 
strong desire to prosecute its researches further, and 
satisfy the object for which It was created. It would 
be a great disappointment if the results it has already 
reached should prove fruitless from want of further 
experiments. The only opportunity which is af¬ 
forded us at present for continuing our researches Is 
in India, where the cholera is still prevalent in sev¬ 
eral large cities, particularly in Bombay, and is not 
expected to subside immediately. It is also proba¬ 
ble that we could gain access to some hospital there, 
am) repeat the work which proved so valuable in 
Alexandria. In case, in your excellency’s opinion, 
it should be deemed advisable to continue the re¬ 
searches of the commission, aud extend the field of 
its labors to India, 1 am ready to continue in charge 
of its management. 

I must also say a few words about the additional 
labors which the commission has found time to pros¬ 
ecute in connection with its researches on choiera. 
Egypt is full of parasitic and contagious diseases, and 
It was not difficult to obtain suitable material for 
the examinations we wished to make in order to 
control the results obtained in studying the cholera, 
and also to settle some general questions bearing on 
Infectious diseases. For example: I dissected the 
bodies of two persons who had died of dysentery, 
fn one case, where the patient had died of an acute 
attack, there were parasites hi the mucous coat of the 
intestine which did not belong to the bacteria group, 
and were unknown. 1 also dissected the body* of an 
Arab who bad died in the Arabian hospital of malig¬ 
nant disease. The disease hi this case was probably 
taken from sheep, which are imported into Egypt from 
Syria in great numbers, and die of anthrax en masse. 
I was also afforded an opportunity to observe six cases 
of bilious typhus in the Greek hospital. This dis¬ 
ease closely resembles yellow-fever, with which tt is 
often confounded* and presents much interest to the 
student, Three of these patients died, and were dis¬ 
sected. 

Besides this work, repeated examinations were 
made of the microorganisms, hi the air, and the 


drinking-water of Alexandria. If time allows, I in¬ 
tend to study the Egyptian ophthalmia. 

The labors of the commission, which from their 
nature were very trying and fatiguing, and for the 
most part of a disagreeable character, were rendered 
doubly irksome by the high temperature prevailing 
in the city. It has been impossible to interrupt 
tko work a single clay until now. Nevertheless, the 
members of the commission are in good health, and 
have only suffered from some slight complaints, due 
to a change of climate, which soon disappeared. 
However, as soon as the condition of the work will 
allow, I consider it advisable for the commission to 
rest a few days. J intend, therefore, to go with it 
to Cairo for a short time, partly for the sake of 
recreation, and partly in order to visit the principal 
seat of the cholera in Egypt, and make further obser¬ 
vations there. 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL STATION OF 
PARIS.'— I. 

Wk have seen In the last few years all kinds of 
establishments erected to provide for the new needs 
of science. Laboratories, although great discoveries 
have been made In them, have become In certain re¬ 
spects insufficient. In the study of organized bodies, 
a# in that of the physical forces of the earth, one is 
soon brought to a standstill if he cannot study nature 
in her own domain. 

Special establishments for certain sciences, astron¬ 
omy for instance, are a necessity; and lately nat¬ 
uralists have perceived the insufficiency of the means 
placed at their disposal. Maritime stations, gardens 
for acclimation, experiment stations, agricultural 
stations, stations for vegetable chemistry or experi¬ 
mental medicine, —- all these have responded to the 
development of certain branches of science. 

Physiology, almost the only exception, has been, up 
to the present time, dependent upon laboratories. 
These are, in France at least, wretched places, poor 
and unhealthy, where the Investigators are obliged 
to live in the hope of discovering the properties of 
the tissues, and the functions of the living organs. 
There is discovered the action of medicines upon the 
living organism, of poisons, and the various chemical 
and physical agents; there, by means of vivisection, 
or by the use of the proper and delicate instru¬ 
ments, the inner mechanism of the vital functions 
is analyzed. 

This condition of destitution could not continue. It 
is evident, that with the means at its disposal, within 
narrow limits, and compelled to operate upon a few 
lower animals, physiology could not but remain be¬ 
hind the other sciences* In any case, It could not 
hope to attain its full development: it must abandon, 
without practical application, the knowledge that it 
had obtained at the cost of so great efforts. 

In the last half-century physiologists have written 
a large number of works on the nervous and muscular 
systems. We have learned to distinguish the nerves 

* By K. J. Karst of tbs French institute. Translated from - 
LaNaturt. 
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of sensibility and those of movement; to determine 
the courses of the two kinds of nerves in the various 
parts of the body. We know how excitations, accord¬ 
ing to their intensity or nature, act on these organs. 
We have measured the rapidity with which that still 
mysterious agent, which bears to the muscles the order 
for motion, travels in the nerves and In the spinal 
marrow. We have separated the action of the mus- 
oles in their elements, — undulatory vibrations which 
traverse the length of the muscular fibre. Finally, 
we have studied the nature of contractions, and know 
how fatigue, heat, cold, and poisons affect these 
movements. 

On the other hand, while considering the mechani¬ 
cal conditions of animal locomotion, we have deter¬ 
mined, from a kinematic stand-point, the characters of 
the various movements of man and animals. Wo have 
classified according to their kind thfe different bony 
levers of the skeleton, have determined the centres 
and radii of curvature of the joints, and have esti¬ 
mated the momentum of the opposing forces which 
represent the power and the resistance in the animal 
machinery. 

It appears now that every tiling is ready, and that 
physiologists have only to apply these studies to the 
various problems of practical life. They will teach 
us, doubtless, how best to utilize the muscular work of 
man and of the domestic animals; they will lay down 
rales which shall control the physical exercises of 
two young, the work of the artisan, the drill of the 
soldier. , 

Unfortunately it 1* not so. Limited as they are, 
physiologists are scarcely able to study the vital func¬ 
tions in man and the more important animals; 
besides, the usual method, vivisection, which has dis¬ 
closed so much In regard to the properties of the tis¬ 
sues and the functions of separate organs, cannot 
discover the regular action of normal life. 

The writer of this article has spent long years In 
his searoh for methods and an apparatus capable of 
faithfully interpreting the external signs of the func¬ 
tions of life. The pulsations of the heart or the arte- 
riesj^he respiratory movements, the con tractions of 
the muscles, record themselves with this apparatus, 
and obtain, for analysis, curves in which the least de¬ 
tails of the movements are represented. The object 
of other instruments is to trace the course traversed 
by a man or by an animal, or to express the efforts 
developed as functions of the time. Recently, instan¬ 
taneous photography^ has completed the knowledge 
of physiological movements, so that to-day we can 
easily solve most of the problems of the animal mech¬ 
anism. 

But if the methods were perfected* If new appara¬ 
tus were invented, all the difficulties would not be re¬ 
moved; for it is not in the ordinary physiological 
laboratories that one can study the motions of a bird 
on*the wing, of a galloping horse, or of a man walk¬ 
ing, running, or performing some other muscular ex¬ 
ercise. Yt was to promote these researches on the 
physiology of man and animals* that the physiologi¬ 
cal station/of which we will give a description, was 
erected. # 


Only the municipal councli of Paris could grant 
land adequate for this kind of experiments. There 
was a very convenient place on the Avenue des 
Princes, near the Porte d’Auteuil. With the gener¬ 
osity always shown when science is concerned, the 
council granted these lands, and even voted a subsidy 
to cover a part of the expense of experiments. On 
the other side, Mr. Jules Ferry, the minister of pub¬ 
lic instruction, pleaded warmly before the chambers 
iu favor of the contemplated establishment. A law, 
passed in August, 1882, granted the sums for the con¬ 
struction of the necessary buildings. The work was 
pushed actively forward during the last autumn and 
winter, and in March experiments were begun at the 
physiological station. 

The practical applications of physiology arc infinite; 
but in this vast number there are certaiu questions 
whose solution is near at hand, certain others for 
which nothing Is prepared. The management of the 
physiological station, although the subsequent needs 
are foreseen, is, for the present, arranged for the 
study of the animal mechanism; and the experiments 
under progress relate to human locomotion. 

The problems which present themselves first of all 
are the following: 1°. To determine the series of 
motions which are produced in human locomotion of 
various kinds,—walking, running, leaping; 2°. To 
search for the external conditions which influence 
these motions; those, for instance, which Increase the 
rapidity of pace or the length of step, and which thus 
exercise a favorable or an unfavorable influence up¬ 
on the locomotion of man; 8°. To measure the en¬ 
ergy expended each instant, in the various acts of 
locomotion, in order to discover the most favorable 
conditions for the utilization of this energy. Instan¬ 
taneous photography, and various other appliances of 
the graphic method, help to solve these problems, 
which are impossible to direct observation. 

Before entering into the details of the experiments, 
we will describe the general arrangement of the physi¬ 
ological station. Fig 1. shows the land and the build¬ 
ing as a whole. A circular and perfectly level course 
is laid out in a piece of ground used by the city of 
Baris as a nursery. This course has two -concentric 
tracks: the inner one, four metres wide, Is for horses; 
the outer one, for men. Around these tracks runs a 
telegraph-line, whose poles are fifty metres apart. 
Every time a walker passes a post, he causes a tele¬ 
graphic sigual; and this Is recorded in one of the 
rooms of the princlparbuilding, We shall refer later 
to this kind of automatic record, by means of which, 
for every minute, the rapidity of the walk, the accel¬ 
erations and diminutions, and even the number of 
steps, may be known. In the centre of the course Is 
an elevated platform, on which a mechanical drum 
beats the time for the step. This drum Is worked by 
a special telegraph-line, coming from a room in the 
large building where the rhythm Is maintained by a 
mechanical interrupter. 

Worn the centre of the course runs an iron track, 
on"which rolls a little carriage forming a photographic 
studio. From within this apartment a set of Instan¬ 
taneous pictures of the men and horses whose gaits 
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are to be studied, may be taken. These photographs 
are taken as the walker passes before a black screen. 
Finally, the dynamographlc studies, to measure the 
energy exerted in the various muscular motions, are 
posable by means of apparatus which will be de¬ 
scribed later. 

Our readers are already familiar with the history, 
in detail, of the applications of instantaneous pho¬ 
tography to the analysis of the locomotion of man and 
animals. Many have seen the beautiful pictures ob¬ 
tained by Mr. Muybridge, who has succeeded in pho¬ 
tographing a horse running at fuU speed. For the 


pear In white the men and animals whose pictures 
are being taken, as well as the Instruments for m©ass¬ 
uring the distance run, and the time consumed be¬ 
tween two successive photographs. ' 

Fig. 2 represents the photographic chamber where 
the experimenter is. This room is on wheels, and 
Is arranged on an iron track, so that it may ap¬ 
proach or move from the screen, according to the 
objectives which are employed, and the desired tie* 
of the photograph. Generally it is convenient tn 
place the photographic apparatus about forty metres 
from the screen. At this distance, the angle at which; 



Flfl. 1. — PHYSIOLOGICAL STATIOK AT Pa&!». 


requirements of the physiological analysts of move* 
ments, we have substituted for the complex apparatus 
of Mr. Muybridge a simple contrivance, giving on the 
same plate the successive positions of a man or an ani¬ 
mal at various instants of his passage before the black 
screen. We shall refer to these experiments in order 
to describe certain improvements which make the fig¬ 
ures more clear, the time-measurements more exact, 
and which, by multiplying almost indefinitely the 
number of images, give a complete analysis of all 
kinds of movements. 

The apparatus employed at the physiological sta¬ 
tion for the instantaneous photography of movements 
comprises two distinct parts, — first, the photographic 
apparatus, with the room on wheels, which’ holds 
U; and, secondly, the black screen, on which ap- 


the subject to be photographed it presented, change* 
little during his passage before the black screen* 
From the outside of this building may be seen the- 
red glass through which the operator can follow the 
various motions which he is studying. A speaking* 
trumpet enables him to direct the different move¬ 
ments which ought to be made. The front wall of 
the building is raised in the figure, In order to show 
a revolving-disk, provided with a little window, across 
which the light passes intermittently into the ob¬ 
jective. This disk is of large else (1.80 m. in- diame¬ 
ter), and its window represents only a hundredth of 
its circumference: hence, if the disk revolve ten 
times a second, the duration of the lighting isouly 
one-mUllonth of a second. The movemement it fw* 
corded on the disk by wheel-work; which is nml; 
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by a crank, and set in motion by a weight of a hun¬ 
dred and fifty kilograms placed behind the building. 
A brake checks the disk. A clock-bell, regulated from 
within, notifies an assistant either to set in motion or 
to stop the disk. 

Fig. 3 shows the interior arrangement of the cham¬ 
ber,' The removal of one of the side-walls discloses 
the photographic apparatus, A, placed on a bracket, 
and directed toward the screen. This instrument 
receives the long and narrow sensitive plates, which 
just admit the image of the whole screen. The 
plates which give the best results for the shortest ex¬ 
posures are those of Van Monckhowen of Ghent, 
and that of Melazzo of Naples. At B is the revolv- 



Fro. 2. —Rolling photographic chambeh. 


Ing-disk,; which produces the Intermittent light; at 
D, a shutter, which is raised vertically at the begin¬ 
ning of the experiment, and falls at the end in order 
tfiat the light may ent$r the apparatus only during 
the time absolutely necessary. JB is a long slit which 
unmasks before the objective the field in which the 
movements to be studied are taking place. The dark¬ 
ness of the chamber permits one to handle at bis 
oase the sensitive plates, and to change them for each 
'experiment, 

, (To bt uontinutd.) 


SEPTEMBER REPORTS OP STATE 
WE<L T8ER-SBR VICES . 

Taiwsreporu emphasise the general lack of rain, 
whk&t without exception, was characteristic of the 
weather prevailing in every state issuing reports. 


The low mean temperature is $lso made a subject of 
note, 

Gtorpia. — In this state there has been no general 
rain since April 23, and the crop reports are In con¬ 
sequence unfavorable. Cotton averages sixty-two per 
cent, and corn seventy-six per cent, of the usual 
yield. The temperatures ranged between 46°, the 
minimum in the northern portion, and 95°, the maxi¬ 
mum in the southern section. The average rainfall 
was 1.57 inches. 

Indiana. — The temperature averaged 3.5° below 
the normal for September; and frosts occurred on the 
Oth, 10th, and 20th, damaging late corn and other 
vegetation. The prevailing wind was north-east. 



Fig. s. — Intbuiou or photouiupuu: cuambkb. 


The rainfall ranged from 0.15 inch to 5.98 inches, 
averaging 1.99 inches for the state. 

Kansas. — At Lawrence the rainfall was smaller 
and the temperature, lower, with one exception, than 
any other September for sixteen years. Rain fell on 
seven days, and there was but one thunder-shower. 
The mean cloudiness was 40.88 per cent, the month 
being 0.31 per cent clearer than usual. 

Jtfissourf,—At St, Louis the rainfall was less than 
a hundredth of an inch, which has not happened 
before since Dr. Engel maim began his observations 
in 1889. The normal rainfall at St. Louis is three 
inches, Several other stations report no rainfall. 
Light frosts occurred, but without material damage 
to the corn-cfop, except over limited areas on low 
ground, 

OMo. r—Tix* barometric conditions were normal? 
but the temperature was about four degrees belotfthe 
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average, and the rainfall showed a deficiency of near* 
ly an Inch. The bureau is gradually increasing the 
number of stations, and mates special efforts to have 
Its observers supplied with standard Instruments. In 
addition to its regular stations, it invites the co-oper¬ 
ation of voluntary observers, and will furnish relia¬ 
ble instruments at reduced prices. The rainfall chart 
published by this service is deserving of being intro¬ 
duced Into other similar reports. 

Tennewee. — The continued drought has damaged 
the crops, especially in the eastern portion; but in 
the middle portion the crops are fair condition. 
Frost visited some localities, the temperatures In the 
state ranging from 82° to 95°. The prevailing wind 
was north; the average rainfall, 2.00 inches; the aver¬ 
age number of dear days, 14. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

Teaohing language to brutes. 

Is it not quite conceivable that some of the lower 
animals might bo taught to use human language 
rationally 1* No doubt the reasons for a first hasty 
answer in the affirmative would be that tho animals 
seem so intelligent as sometimes even to reason, and 
that they have,' In fact, often had human words put 
Into their mouths, and that they seem sometimes to 
have a language among themselves. Yet, after all, 
cannot their intelligence, and even wisdom, ami oc¬ 
casional appareut reasoning, be satisfactorily ex¬ 
plained, without attributing to them true reasoning, 
as the result of hundreds pr thousands of generations 
of experience and transmitted memory, by which cer¬ 
tain objects or actions become associated with a feeling 
of pleasure or pain that induces pursuit or avoidance 4 ? 
How few, indeed, are the cases that cannot readily 
he so explained, where an animal appears at first 
sight to exercise a reasoning-power! and how ex¬ 
tremely simple the effort seems then to be! 

True reasoning can always be reduced to the syllo¬ 
gistic form, in effect a statement that what is true 
of a class is true of something in that class. In order, 
then, to reason, properly speaking, it is necessary to 
use a general term (a word or sign with the meaning 
of a common noun) to indicate the class; and, as we do 
not know of any evidence that brutes have such words 
or signs, we have no proof that they can reason. In 
like manner, the lack of evidence that they can rea¬ 
son goes far towards showing that they have no lan¬ 
guage that includes such general terms, though it 
may be true that they sometimes understand words 
in a singular {not general) sense, and have similar 
expressions for their own feelings. 

The qnestion, then, is whether brutes may not be 
taught the intelligent use of general words or common 
nouns, which would enable thorn to reason. As the 
step does not seem so very enormous from the unde¬ 
niable intelligence of some brutes to the lowest form 
of generalization, It U perhaps worth while to con¬ 
sider how they might possibly be taught to take the 
step, in hope, that, having once taken it, they might 
be led farther with still greater ease. Since the idea of 
plurality appears to lie at the very bottom of the Idea 
of class, number would perhaps be the first and 
simplest step in generalising, — number, that is, the 
regarding things merely as Individuals or junits. It 
Is a step beyond, to regard things as alike in more 
complex respects. If that U so, the first effort might 
be made to teach how to count, and, of course, at the 


beginning only to count up to two. If that can be 
accomplished, still further counting can unquestion¬ 
ably be taught, and no doubt by degrees a much 
greater amount of generalization and reasoning Itself. 
Does it seem Impossible that a brute may learn to 
associate InvarJabJy the word * one ’ with a single ob¬ 
ject, and * two * with a pair of objects, no matter of 
what kind? At first the two objects should always 
be two like ones; but by degrees a difference in them 
might be allowed. The teaching of common names 
might next be taken up; or it might be begun along 
with the counting, but without the confusing addi¬ 
tion of any plural termination. Evon if the mere 
counting up to two could not be taught successfully 
to any single individual brute, yet the end might 
nevertheless be attained, perhaps, in several genera¬ 
tions. 

Tho question then comes, With what animal would 
it bo best to begin such experiments, — whether with 
monkeys, or elephants, or birds, or ants? Of course, 
articulation Is not essential; for a language of signs 
might be devised suitable to the animal, — a language 
corresponding to the deaf-and-dumb one of signs, or 
to one using the Morse alphabet, or something like it. 
Elephants are very intelligent, but so very long lived 
that it would take ages to observe the effect of training 
through many successive generations. Perhaps the 
convenience of excellent articulation and rapid propa¬ 
gation, both combined with apparently good intelli¬ 
gence, might give the preference, on the whole, to a 
talking bird, such as the Indian mynah. E. B. 

Nov. 9, 1883. 

Climate in the cure of consumption. 

In your issues of Sept. 2S and Oct. 6, Or. S. A. 
Fisk of Denver, Col., compares the climates of the 
principal health-resorts of the United States with one 
he happens to represent, i.e., Colorado. At the com¬ 
mencement of his paper the writer states that “he 
has given the data for Augusta, Ga., as the best sub¬ 
stitute for Aiken, S.C., at which place there is no 
signal-station; and, in doing so, he thinks that he it 
presenting data which will fairly represent the cli¬ 
matic condition of Aiken.” To those familiar with 
the two places, this is, Indeed, a most astounding 
revelation; and, with your kind permission, I hope to 
prove, that, although socially very dear to each other, 
they have climatically but little In common. Augusta 
is built upon a marshy fiat on the Savannah JUver, 
which at times overflows Its banks, and submerges a 
ortion of the city; while Aiken is located in what is 
nown as the sand-hill region, five hundred and 
sixty-five feet above sea-level, which is higher than 
any other town or village within a radius of seventy 
miles. The soil of the latter place is dry and porous; 
and to obtain water, wells have to be sunk to a depth 
of from a hundred to a hundred and twenty feet; 
and there is no water-course within two miles of the 
town, and even at that distance there are but brooks 
or small creeks. The result of this absence of loll- 
moisture, and of large bodies of water, would of itself 
tend to diminish the amount of humidity in the at¬ 
mosphere* but this is still further diminished by the 
absence or any hill or mountain to interrupt the freo 
circulation of the wind. Augusta, on the contrary, 
is situated, a* before stated, on a plain lying between 
a range of hills and the river. AH this would lead 
one to expect that the climate of Aiken would bo ex¬ 
tremely dry; and that this is really the case Is proved 
by carefully conducted observations extending over 
many yean, which show that the average relative 
humidity, flfty-elghtper oeut.is lowerthan that ofany 
other station east of the Rocky Mountains, and 
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degrees less than the figure given by Dr* Fisk a* the 
mean of four years’ observation at Augusta. As fur¬ 
ther proof of the dryness of the atmosphere of Aiken, 
I would direct attention to the absence of mould 
on boots and shoes, and to the fact that guns, and 
even delicate surgical Instruments, may be exposed to 
air for months at a time without rusting. There are 
many other differences between the climates of Aiken 
and Augusta; but the above is sufficient to show that 
Dr. Fisk has indulged in an inference, when, with 
a little trouble, he could have obtained facts, the 
meteorological data for Aiken being on file at the of¬ 
fice of the chief signal-office, IT. S. A., since the estab¬ 
lishment of that bureau, and prior to that time at 
the Smithsonian institution, not to speak of various 
publications on the climate of Aiken, which have 
appeared in the different medical journals of the 
country. 

TV. H. Geddincjs. 

Aiken, H.C., Nov. 5, 1883. 

On the possible connection of the Fone- 
Brooke comet with a meteqr-atream. 

I desire to call attention to some slight evidence of 
the existence of a meteor-stream which may possi¬ 
bly stand in some sort of connection with the Pons- 
Brooks comet. From an examination of all the 
available material of published meteor-tracks in the 
interval Dec. 5-8, I find, that after excluding those 
manifestly emanating from the well-known and ac¬ 
tive radiants in Andromeda, Gemini, and Taurus, 
there remain twenty-three meteors observed by Hcis 
on Dec. 8, — about two-thirds of them in 1847, and the 
rest In 1855, 1857, and 1867, —and ten meteors ob¬ 
served at Vienna, Dec. 7, 1868; all of which indicate 
a strongly marked radiant in Draco. From these data 
I have carefully determined the position of this radi¬ 
ant, as follows: — 


. 

i R. A. 

Becl. 

Long. 

1 i^at. 

10 meteor* on l)oo, 7, 

198.0* 

+ 72.0* 

135.0" 

! i ftfi.o* 

S3 meteor* on Doc. 8, 

190.0 

4-69.7 

137.2 

■» 62.4 


and from these I derive the following orbits, to which 
I add for comparison that of the Pons-Brooks comet. 


T »r Perihelion passage. 

Long, of perihelion . 
JUrng. of node , , . 
Inclination ..... 
hog- per. diet. . . . 
Keoeatrlolty .... 


1 Meteor* of 

' 



roos.Brooka 



coraot. 

Dec. 7. 

Bee. 8. 


Deo. 28. 

Dec. 23. 

1884. 

i Jan, 26.82. 


66.1" 

l 93" 21' 

366.1 

1 260.3 

1 264 a 

68,6 

, 72.7 

| 74 3 

0,0600 

'* 0.8784 

0.8884 

* 


| 0.9660 


Th^ resemblance is thus not sufficient to give any 
considerable probability to thfc hypothesis of an inti- 
tnate relation. On the other hand, the position of 
Ihe radiant from present data Is too Uncertain to 
sttftble us to pronounce against that hypothesis. 

The difference* in inclination and longitude of 
pertheNon are not greater than are due to uncer¬ 
tainty in the observed radiant points: the T and the 


node are, of course, of no significance in the compari¬ 
son. The descending node of the comet’s orbit lies 
at the distance 0.200 inside the earth’s path, and the 
difference of the perihelion distance of the comet and 
the meteors is about 0.15. There is nothing in our 
present knowledge of the dimensions of meteor- 
streams, or of the nature of their relations to comets, 
definite enough to render such a breadth as is here 
implied evidence against a possible connection. On 
the whole, therefore, it appears desirable that meteor- 
observers should givo close attention to the radiant 
in question about the date of the earth’s passage 
through the plane of the comet’s orbit, Dec. 5 to Dec. 
7. Observations dhis year are likely to prove espe¬ 
cially instructive on account of the proximity of the 
comet, which passes the node only a few weeks later. 

8. C, CnANttLKii, Jun. 

Harvard college observatory, 

Nov. 12, 3883. 

Prixe-easaya on the experimental method in 
acienoe. 

Dr. Maurizio Bufalini, an Italian savant who died 
nearly ten years ago, left provision in his will for the 
payment of a prize to the person presenting the best 
essay on the subject of * the experimental method in 
science’ to the section of medicine and surgery of the 
Royal institute of higher studies at Florence. The es¬ 
say must be written in Latin or Italian, and be pre¬ 
sented to the chancellor of the section of medicine 
and surgery on or before the fUst of October, 1884. 
The prize is five thousand francs. 

The institute has declared that all persons arc at 
liberty to compete for this prize; and accordingly the 
representative of the Italian government, acting un¬ 
der instructions from that government, forwarded to 
our Department of state a programme giving in de¬ 
tail the subject proposed for the essay, and the condi¬ 
tions to be followed by the competitors, with a request 
that it be brought to the attention of Americans. 
The programme has been forwarded to the Bureau of 
education by the Department of state, and will be 
published as a bulletin as soon as practicable. In 
the mean time, such information, relative to the mat¬ 
ter, as the Bureau of education possesses, may be 
obtained by addressing Gen. Eaton, commissioner of 
education, Washington, D.C. 

Giiaut.ks Warren. 

Bureau of education, Washington, 

' Nov. 0 , 1888 . 

The model of Architeutbis at the Fisheries 
exhibition. 

In the number of Science for Nov. 9, you have 
copied without correction a photograph of part of 
the London International fisheries exhibition, which 
shows my model of Architeutbis wrongly put together. 
For convenience of packing, the tentacular arms were 
made to take apart in three pieces; but, when the 
model was set up, the basal and terminal pieces were 
nut together, making the tentacles ten feet too short. 
The man who had charge of the work, not knowing 
what to do with the remaining pieces, stuck them In 
at the sides of the mouth, thinking that he might find 
In some other box a pair of terminal clubs to put on 
them. In this way the model was left at the open¬ 
ing of the exhibition, until some visitor happened to 
notice the mistake, when, I believe, the extra pair of 
arms was taken out, leaving the tentacles still too 
sEort * 

J. H, Emkhton. 

NSW Haven, Nov. U, 1865. 
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A strange sassalras4eaf. 

The observations upon the sassafras-leaves — a re¬ 
port of which appeared hi Sciknob, no. 36 —have 
been continued through the year, with results which 
do not differ materially from those already given, 
Three other forms, however, have been found, which 
aro given in the accompanying outline-engravings. 
Fig. 1 shows a peculiar modification of the three- 
lobed form, and differs from It in having the main 
central lobe reduced to a slightly raised einarginate 
end to the leaf. At first sight It seemed as If the leaf 
had lost Sts middle Jobe by some foraging animal; hut 
the absence of any roughness in the outline, and other 
characteristics of* the edges, preclude this view. The 
form shown in fig. 2 helps to confirm the above view. 
In this we have a tliree-lobed form, with the lateral 
lobes unequal, and the central and upper portions of 


ner In which this has been accomplished Is simple, 
and is fully shown by the outline given. The midale 
lobe has become lobed upon one side,—a 4 thumb * 
has formed; and, were the lower portion of the leaf 
removed, it would leave a * mitten * of good shape* 
The whole framework of the leaf has become some* 
what distorted: the mid-rib does not take a direct 



the leaf inverted heart-shaped (obcordate). The mid¬ 
rib has stopped short, and divided into two equal 
parts, which ruu to the tips of the two diverging 
lobes. If tills failure of the mid-rib to extend had 
taken place earlier, a leaf might have been produced 
similar to the one shown in fig* 1. f 
The mpst interesting of the three new fqrms is 
shown in fig. 8* Here we have a happy combination 
of the three-lobed and the 4 mitten ’ form* The man- 


course ; and the lower lobes are neither equal, nor at 
the same distance from the base of the leaf* 

It Is due the reader to state that these three forms 
were all found upon the sigrae shrub,-*not a large 
one,—and that only a single specimen of each was 
discovered* These were all upon the same branch* 
though scattered among fifty or ao of leaven of the 
three forms before described* and which, from their 
uniform presence, may he considered normal. How 



Novbmbeb 23, 1883.] 


SCIENCE. 


685 


shall these deviations be viewed? Is the foliage of the 
sassafras passing through a period In which different 
forms of leaves are being tried to see which is best 
adapted to the surroundings? It may be that there 
is a tendency from the simple towards the more com¬ 
plex; and fig. 8 shows the form which may be finally 
adopted. This Is a subject about which even the 
hlfosophio botanists know but little; but, when one 
nds these deviations from the common form, he can¬ 
not help wondering after what end the plant bearing 
them is striving, Bybon D* llA],HTKr>, 

The thickness of the ioe in Now England in 
glacial times. 

In the issue of Science for Sept. 28, Professor 
Wright corrects a reported statement of what he said 
about the depth of Ice over New England, changing 
000 feet to 0,000 feet, and giving as proof the well- 
kuown fact that Mounts Mansfield and Washington 
show ice-action to a height a&oae sea -level of between 
five and six thousand feet. 

It seems to me that the depth 000 feet must be 
more ueariy correct than 6,000 feet. The lee-sheet 
over New England must have had a thickness equal 
to the height of these mountain peaks above the level 
of the contiguous valleys. From the nature of the 
case we cannot well prove a greater thickness, though 
from theoretical considerations we may believe the 
ice to have been much thicker. 4,870 feet, the ap¬ 
proximate difference between the top of Mount 
Washington and the Crawford House, must cover the 
greatest differences in elevation between neighboring 
valleys and mountains. The average thickness of 
the ice-sheet must have been much less (from this 
proof), possibly not more than 1.000 feet. This thick¬ 
ness would accord with wliat is believed to be the 
thickness of the ice to the north-westward. 

The glacial striae and drift-bowlders upon Mount 
Washington at an elevation of 0,000 foot do not neces¬ 
sarily lead to the supposition that the upper ice-sur¬ 
face bad that level in northern New England, and a 
greater elevation to the north-westward; for local 
accumulations of snow and consequent ice must have 
existed about the summits of the White, Green, and 
Adirondack Mountains, as in Switzerland and in 
Greenland at the present time, and have constituted 
the source of much of the ice which spread south¬ 
ward over southern New England and New York. 

L. C. Woostkb. 

Eureka, Kan., Nov. 7. 


Museum of the Indiana university. 

In the .account of the burning of the museum 
building of the Indiana university, given in Science 
for July 27, are one or two errors which need correc¬ 
tion. 

The Owen collection of minerals and fossils was 
not entirely destroyed. Eight largajfnes, including 
the great majority of the typical sjjlclmene of David 
Dale Owen, were saved. The very perfect skeleton 
of Megalonyr Jefferson! was also saved. 

No specimens belonging to Yale college or to Cor¬ 
nell university were In the museum at the time of 
the fire. About two thirds of the very large collec¬ 
tion made by Professor Gilbert on the Pacific Coasts 
of Mexico and Central America were destroyed; the 
remaining third having been returned to the u. 8. 
national museum, to which institution it belonged. 
.mA hew fire-proof museum building is to be erected 
•at once, and the restoration of the collections lost 
& rapidly progressing. D. 8. Joan an. 

0kMMiiQg£^iad. 


THE FISH-COMMISSION BULLETIN. 

Bulletin of the U>S. Fiah-pommmion , vol. ii., for 

1882. [Edited by Cxiahucs W. Smiley, A.M.] 

Washington, Government, 1888. 467 p., illustr. 

8 °. 

In looking over the pages of this book, we 
find several papers of marked scientific value, 
written by eminent specialists in biology and 
fish-culture, — articles which of themselves are 
sufficient to give this document a prominent 
place upon the h°°k~ s helves of naturalists, and 
to render it a valuable book of reference, espe¬ 
cially to embryologists and fish-culturists. 

The articles written by J. A. Ryder deserve 
prominent notice; for not only do they have 
an important bearing upon the subject of em¬ 
bryology, but they also show the importance 
of scientific treatment in hatching and matur¬ 
ing fish-eggs. The two most important papers 
by this author are, 1°, The absorption of the 
yelk in the embryo shad ; 2°, Microscopic sex¬ 
ual characteristics of the American, Portuguese, 
and common edible o^yster of Europe com¬ 
pared. Several smaller papers by the same 
author have especial bearing upon the success¬ 
ful hatching and rearing of the food-fishes of 
the Potomac. 

The papers upon the distribution and spe¬ 
cific character of fishes, with descriptions of 
new species, will be of special interest to sys¬ 
tematic ichthyologists. A large part of the 
book is composed of letters of greater or less 
importance, written to the commissioner, main¬ 
ly relating to the movements of fish in certain 
districts. We are of the opinion that a great 
many of these letters might have been left out 
entirely, without any serious loss to science. 
They might at least have been judiciously cut 
down, and published together ns a series of 
notes; thus giving the important points, and 
omitting the great preponderance of useless 
words and sentences which one* so frequently 
finds in these letters. The last article in the 
book is entitled, 4 4 A geographical catalogue of 
persons who have stated that they are inter¬ 
ested in fish-culture/’ by C. W. Smiley. 

Sandwiched between these various papers, 
we find one, which, in our estimation, is gross¬ 
ly unfit for a scientific publication of such a 
high standard. The title of this article is 
4 Life in the sea/ by J. B. Martens. It is 
a translation from the Putch; and the author 
is teacher of natural sciences at the seminary 
of St. Nikolas, Belgium. From beginning to 
end, it is an absurd misrepresentation of facts, 
and deserves the severest condemnation.. For 
instance: we find in the introductory para¬ 
graph the statement that 44 life in the sea 
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shows still greater abundance and variety ” 
than life on the land. We cannot understand 
why such an article should be translated 
from a foreign language at considerable ex¬ 
pense to the commission. To say the least, it 
shows a lack of discretion on the part of the 
editor; for, were articles of a popular nature 
desirable, it would not be necessary to incur 
the expense of translating, since hundreds of 
popular articles, with fewer misrepresentations, 
and of far more scientific import, could be 
found in our ordinary newspapers, and pub¬ 
lished with much more credit to the commission. 
When, moreover, it is an open secret that 
there are papers of real scientific value, writteu 
by eminent naturalists, kept waiting for an 
opportunity of appearing in one of the Fish- 
commission publications by the great mass of 
material to be issued before them, the folly of 
burdening the pages of the Bulletin with ma¬ 
terial of this kind becomes only too evident. 


BRIGGS'S STEAM-HEATING. 

Steam-heating: an exposition of the American prac¬ 
tice in warming buildings by steam. By Robert 
Btimas. N.Y., Van Nostrand, 1883. (Van 
Nostrand’s science series.) 108 p. 24°. 

Tins little volume is one of the latest issues 
in the 4 Science series/ and is one of the most 
valuable of a collection of monographs which 
includes an unusual proportion of excellent 
contributions to science and to engineering 
literature. The author of the paper, Mr. 
Robert Briggs, who died just before the pub¬ 
lication of this last of his many papers on the 
science and the arts of engineering, was well 
known, both at home and abroad, as one of the 
ablest writers in the profession. This paper 
was written as his last annual contribution to 
the proceedings of the Institution of civil en¬ 
gineers of Great Britain, of which great asso¬ 
ciation he had long been a member. 

The subject of steam-1 mating is here treated 
from a purely practical stand-point, and the 
paper is full of useful information. An his¬ 
torical introduction is given, in which the in¬ 
troduction of this method of heating dwellings 
is ascribed to the late Mr. Joseph Nason of 
Boston, who was a pupil of the celebrated 
Jacob Perkins. Later, Messrs. Walworth of 
Boston, Gregg and Morse and Professor Mapes 
of New York, Greenwood of Cincinnati, and 
Tasker of Philadelphia, were influential in per¬ 
fecting the system in the United States. 

In heating by steam, welded wrought-iron 
tubes are employed, united by a system of 
screw-threads, which have been brought to cer¬ 


tain standard forms and dimensions peculiar 
to the trod©. The size of the tubes, and their 
thickness, are also fixed in accordance with 
settled standards. Tables arc given of these 
sizes. The forms of the various kinds of cou¬ 
plings and other uniting parts are prescribed by 
standard practice, and the author gives tables 
of their principal dimensions. 

The steam-boilers in use in steam-heating 
are usually, in the United States, either the 
common horizontal tubular boiler, or that form 
of the so-called sectional boiler known as the 
i Babcock & Wilcox. 1 Both of these boilers 
are stated to be practically safe from disastrous 
explosion. Probably onc-half of all the boilers 
in use are of the first type. 

The two methods of heating most in vogue 
are that in which 1 live * steam is carried direct 
from the boiler to the heating-pipe, and that 
in which 4 exhaust-steam ' from a steam-engine 
is employed. Both systems are often in use 
together. Several methods of application of 
the former system are practised, all of which 
have advocates among old practitioners. Loss 
of lieftt by conduction and radiation from the 
heating-pipes, where such disposition of heat 
is likely to be objectionable, is prevented by 
the non-conducting coverings, such as hair- 
felt, porous plaster, etc. 

The diffusion of heat in the apartments to 
be warmed is accomplished by the use of radi¬ 
ators. The communication of heat to the air to 
be warmed may be done either in the rooms 
to be warmed by it, or before the air enters 
the rooms. Direct radiation in the apartment 
is effected by the use either of scries of pipes 
properly set, or of slabs of wrought or of oast 
iron, hollow, and strong enough to receive the 
pressure of steam safely. Iu many cases the 
heating-pipes are placed overhead, and this sys¬ 
tem lias been found perfectly satisfactory. 

Systematic ventilation is usually combined 
with steam-heating, and iu large buildings 
the air-curreuts ate produced by the action of 
blowing-fans. This method of heating and 
ventilating is often carried out upon a very 
extensive scale. A large office in Ncw-York 
City contains 1,928,590 cubic feet of space, 
occupied by 1,800 people, aud is heated by a 
system in which are used 8 boilers haying 178 
square feet (16 sq. in.) of grate, and 8,000 
square feet (748 eq. m.) of heating-surface. 
The state lunatic-asylum of Indiana, at In¬ 
dianapolis, contains about fifty per cent more 
space. . 

Steam-heating is now adopted ip the United 
States for ail large buildings. An appendix 
to Mr/Briggs's paper contains tables of the 
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more important data in use in the computa¬ 
tion of efficiency, etc* The book is likely to 
rove very usefbl to engineers engaged in this 
epartment of construction* 


NEW-YORK AGRICULTURAL STATION . 

First annual report of the hoard of control of the New - 

York state experiment-station y for the year 1888, 

Transmitted to the legislature } March S y 1888. 

Albany, Weed . Parsons t and company, pr ., 1883. 

156 p. 8°. 

The rapid multiplication of agricultural ex¬ 
periment-stations in this country during the 
last few years has been one of the most en¬ 
couraging signs of the times to those who have 
at heart the advancement of agricultural sci¬ 
ence, and the application of rational and scien¬ 
tific methods to the prosecution of a calling 
which has contributed, and will in the future 
contribute, so much to our national welfare. 
Since the" establishment of the first state ex¬ 
periment-station, somewhat more than six years 
ago, their number has steadily increased, until 
now there are seven such stations, besides 
some half-dozen institutions which are experi¬ 
ment-stations in fact, though not in name. 
Those who are familiar with the gain which 
has accrued to agriculture through the work 
of such stations in other countries 1 'cannot but 
be solicitous that the movement in our own 
land shall be wisely guided, and that every 
new station shall have n high ideal as regards 
the kind and quality of its work. 

The first report of the New-York state experi¬ 
ment-station is worthy of more than a passing 
notice, for the reason, if no other, that it seems 
to enunciate a view of the duties qf an experi¬ 
ment-station. 

If we correctly apprehend the introductory 
paragraphs of Dr. Sturtevant’s report, beholds 
that an experiment-station, or at least the 
station of which he is director, should select 
chiefly so-calied * practical 9 subjects for inves¬ 
tigation ; that Is, as we understand it, subjects 
pertaining to the art rather than to the science 
of agriculture. This view has evidently been 
put in practice during 1882, Thus a large 
amount of work has been done in testing the 
comparative value of divers varieties of field 
and garden plants. Fifty-eight varieties of 
garden-beans have been grown ; their times of 
Vegetating, blooming, becoming edible, ripen¬ 
ing, the number and weight of seeds produced 
per plant, etc,, noted; and a detailed descrip¬ 
tion of the botanical characters of each variety 
prepared. Many varieties of other, garden* 
seeds have been compared in a similar man* 


ner; and the same Is true of several varieties of 
maize, oats, and barley. Other subjects of a 
similar character are, the value, as seed, of 
butt arid of tip kernels of maize, of whole po¬ 
tatoes and single eyes variously cut, of level 
and of ridge culture for potatoes, etc. We 
would not be understood as implying that all 
the work of the station is of this character, but 
it is plain that the tendency has been in this 
direction. The institution lifts been in many 
respects more wearly what is generally under¬ 
stood by an experimental farm than an experi¬ 
ment-station. 

That the director of the New-York station, 
should hold a view of the duties of an ex¬ 
periment-station differing from that generally 
entertained is, of course, no ground for adverse 
criticism, except in so far as it tends to ob¬ 
scure tfye signification of the name. Neither 
can it be claimed that the work done has not 
been well done, or is not useful; though we 
venture to think that much of such work must 
generally be published either too early to allow 
of its being properly verified, or too late to 
be of much service. What we object to is the 
deliberate and avowed adoption, by the largest 
and most liberally supported of the American 
stations, of what seems to us a low view of its 
duties to its constituents and to science, — a 
view winch fosters the demand, on the part of 
the public, for a species of cheap experiments, 
easily and rapidly made, and of little perma¬ 
nent value. 

An agricultural experiment-station exists 
for the purpose of investigating the applica¬ 
tions of natural science to agriculture. It is 
primarily a scientific institution, concerning 
itself with the science and not with the art of 
agriculture, and, in our opinion, can only at¬ 
tain to the best and most enduring success 
when it keeps this fact steadily in view, and 
devotes its energies mainly to the discovery of 
new truths, and the verification of old hypoth¬ 
eses, in the science of agriculture. That a 
lower aim will prove more popular need hardly 
be said; and, since public institutions exist by 
popular favor, that favor must bo secured in 
some way. Moreover, it is impossible to draw 
an exact line between experiments which ad¬ 
vance the science and those which advance 
the art. At the same time, fhlly admitting 
that the Work of an experiment-station ought 
to be guided by tko desires of its constituents to 
a certain extent, we hold that it is equally 
its duty to guide and educate public opinion 
to* the point of supporting it in undertaking 
wotk Of "scientific value. 

We urge this, not simply because of the 
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advantages to science, both agricultural and 
to a less extent general, which would result, 
but because we believe such a course to be the 
only one which will lead to enduring popularity, 
or yield gains to agriculture commensurate with 
the outlay. We are confident, that, if Dr. 
Sturtevant will make it his avowed aim to do 
as much real scientific work as possible, the 
state will receive a far larger return for its 
outlay, and that within no long time it will 
acknowledge such to be the 6ase ; while the 
beneficial effects of such a course, in promoting 
an appreciation of and respect for true science 
among the people, would not be its least recom¬ 
mendation. 

Agricultural experimentation is attracting 
increasing attention; and it seems important 
that a clear idea should be reached by those 
concerned in it of its proper aims and meth¬ 
ods ; and this can be attained in no better way 
than by a free criticism, on the part of all con¬ 
cerned, of methods and ideas which seem to 
them false or unwise. 


HE MUCK'S TYPES OF ANIMAL LIFE, 

Type* of animal life, selected for lab oratory use in 
inland districts. By C. L. IIkiuuck. Part i., 
Arthropoda. Minneapolis, 1888. 83p.,7pl. 8°. 

The author says in the preface, that the notes 
which this work contains are only a small part 
of the material collected s6me years ago for a 
‘ Laboratory assistant for western students, 
arranged upon quite a different plan.’ Dur- 
* ing the delay in completing the proposed work, 
the groat need of it has been in a measure 
supplied by recent works; but as^these treat 
chiefly of marine forms, or such as'require dis¬ 
section, he has 1 thought best to place at the 
disposal of students and teachers in summer 
science classes * his notes on such types as can 
be studied, while living, under the microscope. 
The types selected are the larva of Corethra, 
Canthocamptus, and Gammarus, which are de¬ 


scribed, without directions to the student, or 
explanations of methods of work. 

A text-book of this kind ought to be clearly 
written, and accurate, a model for the student; 
but Mr. Herrick’s work is far from this, and 
no better than we might expect to find the 
rough notes of the student in a * summer sci¬ 
ence class.’ The description of the heart of 
Chironomus, on p. 7, is throughout almost or 
quite unintelligible, and ends with the state¬ 
ment that 1 the last chamber is closed behind, 
and has the ostia quite a distance beyond/ 
On p. 25 we have the opening of the green 
or antennal gland of Gammarus described a® 
‘ an auditory or other sensory organ ; * and on 
plate 8, an antennula, or first antenna, figured, 
for comparison, as the 1 second antennae of 
prawn, with auditory sao,and secondary flagel¬ 
lum.’ The Copopoda are Mr. Herrick’s spe¬ 
cialty, and so we naturally turn to the chapter 
on Canthocamptus for better work : but in the 
first paragraph we are told that the Copepoda 
are divided into three sections, —-Gnathostoma, 
having ‘ the mouth-organs in the form of jaws ; ’ 
while 4 the other sections, Foceilostoma and 
Siphonostoraa, have the mouth-parts more or 
less modified for piercing or sucking.* The 
student may search long and unsuccessfhlly to 
discover what the 4 Foecilostoma ’ may be. In 
this chapter, also, wc naturally look for some 
account of the 4 heterogenesis ’ of which Mx. 
Herrick has written elsewhere, and find the 
following: — 

“The young of Canthocamptus become fully de¬ 
veloped sexually before they assume their final form; 
and it Is not unusual to find females bearing egg-sacs 
which are not only much smaller than the parent, 
but with considerable differences in the various 
organs. This sort of heterogeuesis Is not uncommon 
among lower Crustacea, for the mother may differ 
much from the young till after they have themselves 
produced young.” 

Grammatical, verbal, and typographical 
errors so abound that it is needless to point 
them out. The illustrations, engraved by the 
author himself, are for the most part far from 
accurate, and very rude. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF TEE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE 


ASTRONOMY. 

Photographing the solar oorona without an 
eclipee.— Dr. Huggins has continued his experi¬ 
ments on this subject during the past season* He 
has made use of a fine seven-and-a-quarter-inch spec¬ 
ulum by the late Mr. La*seH*( loaned for the purpose 


by Miss Lassell). Three inches and a quarter of the 
central portion only are employed, the light being re¬ 
ceived a little obliquely, so as to throw the image to 
one side, as ip the Herechelllan telescope, thus Avoid¬ 
ing a second reflection.. The absorbent screens of 
potaaslc permanganate, ot blue pot-glass, have been 
dispensed with, and an emulsion, prepared specialty 
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for the purpose by Capt. Abney, and containing only 
chloride of silver, has been generally used for the 
sensitive plate. This film Is said to be sensitive only 
to rays between h and H t or at least to be only slightly 
affected by rays of either higher or lower refrangi- 
bility. Between April 2 and Sept. 4, fifty plates have 
been exposed on fifteen different days; and all of 
them are said to show a more or less distinct coronal 
appearance around the sun. 

The plates have been put into the hands of Mr. 
Wesley, the celebrated engraver, who made the mag¬ 
nificent plates of Mr. Kanyard’s Eclipse volume; and 
he has prepared for each day a drawing of what he 
could make out on all the plates taken on that day. 
“ This was desirable,” as Dr. Huggins says, “because, 
whenever sufficient duration of sunshine permitted, 
photographs were taken on silver-bromide films as 
well as on silver-chloride plates: some photographs 
were taken with the sun screened off by a brass disk 
{close to the plate), others without it: also photo¬ 
graphs were taken with the sun in different portions 
of the field. As a rule, Mr. Wesley has introduced 
Into his drawings only those coronal features which 
were common to all the plates taken on that day.” 

Four drawings were presented, each of them show¬ 
ing Incontestibly details belonging to the lower por¬ 
tion of the corona. The paper was presented to the 
British association. — (Brit journ . phot, 1888, 575.) 
C. A. T. [380 

Saturn. — Dr. William Meyer of Geneva gives the 
results of a large series of measures of Saturn and 
his rings. The measures agree very well with those 
taken in 1880. He also determined the position of 
the belt in the southern hemisphere of the planet. 
Encke’fl division was observed several times, and its 
position seemed to be nearer the exterior edge on the 
left than it was on the right ansa. On one occasion 
the ball seemed of a grayish-blue tint, while the ring 
was glittering white in color. — { Astr . nac/w*., 2,617.) 
m. mow, [381 

mathematics. 

Equations of equilibrium. — M. Appell remarks 
that the analogies between the equations of equilib¬ 
rium of a flexible and in extensible thread, and the 
equations of motion of a point, have long been noted, 
but that no one has put these equations of equtllbri- 
. um into their canonical form, which would permit 
the application of Jacobi’s principles. M. Appell con¬ 
siders first the case of a free thread acted ou by forces 
possessing a potential, and transform* the equations 
of equilibrium into forms analogous to those giving 
the motion of a point. He next introduces the no¬ 
tion of generalised co-ordinates, g iy g t , q d} replacing 
x, y f and *. The transformations made here are quite 
similar to those given by Jacobi, in his Vorlesungen 
fiber dynamite. The author finally studies the position 
of equilibrium of a thread acted upon by the same 
■ fames as before, but constrained to die upon a given 
surface. — {Compte* rendu*, March 12.) t. c. [383 

Fa*aHel surfaoea.—Mr, Craig gives expressions 
forth* ratio between the corresponding elements of 
area on a given surface and its parallel. The rela¬ 
tione between corresponding elements of length, and 


the relation connecting the measures of curvature 
on both surfaces, are also derived. The area of the 
parallel to the ellipsoid is obtained as the sum of 
the areas of the given ellipsoid, a certain derived 
ellipsoid, and a sphere whose radius is the modulus 
of the parallel surface. — (Journ, fur mat A., 1888.) 
T. o. [383 

BNGINBBRING. 

Simple and oompound engines on short 
routes. — Mr. Boulvln has determined a series of 
formulas expressing the relations between size of 
vessel, weights carried, and distances traversed, and 
the ^eights of the simple ami the compound engine, 
and finds, that, for short routes, the best form of en¬ 
gine Is the single cylinder rather than the compound. 
He finds that for lines from twenty to sixty miles 
in length, as those from Dover to Calais and from 
Ostend to Dover, a gain of a kuot an hour may be 
obtained by the use of the slmplo engine instead of 
the compound, In consequence of the saving in 
weight of machinery. On long routes the economy 
is on the side of the compound engine, in consequence 
of the saving in weight of fuel. The later practice 
of English constructors has been in accordance with 
this result, and with the principles involved In the 
work of Mr. Boulvln.’ He constructs curves showing 
the equations graphically, and illustrates their use by 
examples. — (Ann. train pubZ., xli.) k. ji. t, [384 

Transportation by steamers on the Hhone. — 
Mr. F. Moreaux has investigated the conditions of 
transportation by steam on the Rhone and other fast¬ 
running and shallow rivers, and has incidentally 
developed a new formula for the resistance of vessels, 
which he applies in his study of the best methods 
of transporting merchandise. 

He takes an expression of the form 

B=K i S' + K t Xj ) X 8 ", 

in which R is the resistance, K, andK* are numerical 
coefficients, 8' and 8" are the areas of the middle 
body and of the tapered ends of the vessel: l and p 
are the length and the breadth of these ends. The 
values of the coefficients vary, according to stated 
conditions, from 0.10 to 0.22 for K lf and from 0.48 to 
above 2 for K f . They can only be used, evidently, in 
cases in which these conditions are definitely known.. 
Where used as by Mr. Moreaux, however, they give 
very satisfactory results. The formula is applied 
to a river-navigation, now conducted largely with 
steamers about 186 metres long, 7 wide, X metre in 
draught, with 8 square metres area of immersed mid¬ 
ship section, 1,100 square metres area of wetted sur¬ 
face, and 900 tons displacement. Their engines are 
of X,150-horse power, and their speed Is about 44 
metres per second. The current is, in places, nearly 4 
metres* Mr. Moreaux concludes that the best system 
for such river-transportation U that In which Is used 
what ha calls the * Bateau mixte a ancres which is 
fitted as a towboat, but which is also supplied with 
anchors of peculiar form and of great holding-power, 
by which the tug may be held at the head of a rapid, 
and then, by hauling In a tow-line attached to the 
tow, bring the latter through into still water. Two 
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such boat# sometimes act alternately, the one hauling, 
while the other is getting a new position ahead. The 
advantages thus secured are, that the propelling craft 
is not detained at either end of the line of trans¬ 
portation; that transshipment and the breaking of 
bulk are avoided; that the rapids arc surmounted with 
comparative ease; that canal-boats are thus trans¬ 
portable from river to canal, and the reverse, making 
long trips through river and canal, and thus saving 
expense of repeated handling of merchandise. Tills 
system is proposed for use between Arles and Lyons. 
The author proposes the connexion of Arles and 
Marseilles by a canal, and the continuation erf this 
system through the waterway thus formed. — {M6m. 
aoc. <np. cfr., April.) a, H. T. [385 

AGRICULTURE. 

HUl-oulture of potato©*. — Experiments by 
Wollny haring led to the conclusion that hill-cul¬ 
ture was superfluous, or even injurious, on light 
soils, Scbleh has made experiments with potatoes 
which in general have corroborated Wollny's conclu¬ 
sion. — {Hiedermann'e centr.-blatt., xii. 488.) n. P. a. 

[386 

Protein© of matee-ensilage. — Stutzer finds, that, 
in the preparation of ensilage from maize, the protein© 
is largely broken up into products which are not pre¬ 
cipitated by copper hydrate, and which are probably 
of Inferior nutritive value. Jordan has made the 
same observation in experiments at the Pennsylva¬ 
nia state college. — {Ibid., xii. 497.) h. p. a. [387 

Nitrifloation In the »oii — Nitrification is depend¬ 
ent on the presence of oxygen, and Schldslng has 
shown that a diminution of the amount of oxygen 
present decreases the rapidity of the change. Such 
a diminution of the amount of oxygen in the soil Is 
effected by the presence of organic matter, which 
unites with it, forming carbonic acid, and thus acts, 
as Ddhdrain and Maguenne point out, to moderate 
the rapidity of nitrification, and so to prevent a loss 
of nitrates in the drainage-water. The same authors 
explain in this Way the greater richness in nitrogen 
of untilled land, and claim that the presence of or¬ 
ganic matter is necessary in order that the soil shall 
gain nitrogen from natural sources. —{Ibid., xii. 
506.) H. i\ A. [388 

MINERALOGY. 

Albit©. — Des Cloizeaux gives the results of the 
optical examination of a large number of specimens 
of albite. Although this mineral Is the most con¬ 
stant of all the felspars in its chemical composition, 
its variations in optical properties are great, and 
dependent upon the homogeneity of the material, 
the number and arrangement of the twin lamellae, 
and, without doubt, upon the circumstances of tem¬ 
perature and pressure at which the crystals were 
formed. The following are the properties of the 
purest and most transparent crystals, which may be 
regarded as normal: the plane of the optic axes is 
normal to ajurfaee truncating the acute edge between 
dP and »P oo, and making an angle of 101°*-102° 
with the base; the acute* bisectrix is alleys positive, 


and nearly normal to the edge oP and oo P oo ; the 
axial anglo for red in oil is about 80°-85°, ordinary 
dispersion p < v; the obtuse bisectrix is always nega- 
, tive; the axial angle for red in oil is about 104°-106°, 
ordinary dispersion p > v; basal sections give for the 
angle of extinction 2°~4° on either side of the plane 
of twinning; on the hrachyphmacoldal section the 
angle of extinction Is nearly 20°. The results of the 
examination of thirty-four different varieties of albite 
are given, many of them accompanied by chemical 
analyses. — {Hull. hoc. min., vl. 89.) s. l. i\ [389 

METEOROLOGY. 

Meteorology In China. — Dr. Doberck of the 
Hong Kong observatory proposes to study the clima¬ 
tology of the region, to determine the magnetic con¬ 
ditions, and to investigate the magnetic attraction of 
various mountains and hills In the vicinity. It is 
probable that he will endeavor to arrange for the 
receipt of regular reports from neighboring observa¬ 
tories with the object of making weather forecasts. — 
(JVature, Sept. 27.) w. tr. [390 

Hygrometer studies. — A good hygrometer which 
can be used lu place of the wet- and dry-bulb ther¬ 
mometers, and be equally convenient, but more accu¬ 
rate in cold weather, is one of the needs of practical 
meteorology. Comparative observations of the psy- 
chrometer and the Improved hair hygrometer, as 
manufactured by Hottinger, have been made at 
Breslau by Dr. Dalle since 1880, As a result, he 
states, that if the saturation-point is determined at 
intervals of from eight to fourteen days, and the tn- 
strument carefully cleaned when necessary, the rela¬ 
tive humidity can be obtained with as great accuracy 
as with the psychropieter, and in winter with greater 
accuracy. Unfortunately, there still remains in the 
instrument the liability to unexpected changes in 
the saturation-point, and in the working of the me¬ 
chanism; so that a psychrotueter must be at hand 
for the purpose of comparison. — (Preues. utat., lxxl. ; 
JSrgeb. met. beob. konigl. met inet, 1882.) w. u. [39X 

GEOGRAPHY. 

, (Alfa.) 

Investigations in Thibet — At the suggestion of 
Gen. Walker, geodesist-in-cldef to the survey of India,' 
an interesting exploration Is about to be undertaken 
by one of the pundits attached to the survey. This 
pundit was a companion of the famous Naln Singh, 
and succeeded, in the midst of a thousand obstacles 
in the eastern part of Thibet, in recording and pre¬ 
serving his Itineraries, and obtaining many latitude 
observations. Thanks to his researches, an am three 
times as extensive as France can be to a certain ex¬ 
tent corrected, and mapped with tolerable accuracy. 
The great Thibetan problem as to the relations of 
the Dzang-bo River are probably settled by fait work, 
from which it would appear that this belongs Ao the 
head Waters of the Brahmaputra rather than (at for¬ 
merly supposed) to the Jjawadi River. —(Bull see* 
gSogr. Mart., June.) w. & a. * (&90 
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(Africa.) 

Sociology of the Kabylea, — M. Sabatier, who 
has long been a resident of Algeria, and served as a 
judicial officer among the Kabyles, gives the follow¬ 
ing details as to their civil and social organination. 
These people, sharply distinguished from the Arabs, 
are of the Berber race, and number about three hun¬ 
dred thousand! 

The villages are associated in governmental groups 
of not more than twenty settlements each. Such a 
group is termed a kabila. The supreme chief, or 
magistrate, of the kabila, is the atnin. There Is always 
another chief called ukil, charged with defending the 
rights of the minority of the electors. In, each kabila 
the karuba, of forty or fifty male adults, forms an 
electoral body. The right to vote, or the attainment 
of Individual majority, Is decided in a singular man¬ 
ner. A thread is measured off, which, when doubled, 
shall exactly encircle the neck. This thread, made 
single, is then passed from the occipital base of the 
head over the cranium ; ahd, when the other end 
reaches only to the chin, the development of the head 
is supposed to be complete, and the individual politi¬ 
cally mature. This ordinarily happens about the age 
of fourteen. Each karuba has a distinct jemmilha, 
a sort of municipal council, presided over by a tamon. 
The tamons, all together, form the general council of 
the kabila, which, with the ukil and amln, forms the 
administration. The rights of minorities in each 
karuba are carefully guarded. The minority is called 
the sat, and may elect a chief, who serves one day to 
redress grievances, after which he retires to his pri¬ 
vate station. They have no prisons. The grand 
council may banish a criminal, destroy his house, 
bum his clothing, or order him, as a last resort, to 
be atoned to death. The council directs all munici¬ 
pal matters. If hostilities break out between two # 
villages, and blood is shed, neighboring villages gen¬ 
erally intervene by proclaiming anaya. This anaya 
is an invitation to cease hostilities, which the com¬ 
batants dare not disregard. Were it disregarded, it 
would be considered an extreme insult to the safs of 
the peace-making villages, which all other village safs 
would be bound in honor to avenge. 

The family organization of the Kabyles is unique. 
There is* in fact, no family, in our sense of the word. 
Such as there is, is terminable conditionally, A Ka¬ 
byle who desires a wife says to her father and brother, 

* You must sell me ttys girl.’ The price is debated, 
and an agreement made before witnesses. FI fteen to 
forty dollars is the usual range. The money paid, 
he gives a dress to the bride, and all is done. The 
wife may be sent back without explanation, and the 
price reclaimed from her family^ 

If the wife quarrels with her husband, she may call 
upon a third person to proclaim anaya between them. 
The husband may then not only reclaim his payment 
to her family, but set on her head a price, often exor¬ 
bitant, which any other lover must pay into his hands 
before he can take her to wife. The woman is then 
said to be 1 retired from circulation,’ 

Children, if hoys, are held In honor, representing 
one mote vote and one more gun ; girls must shift as 


best they may; at least half the Kabyle women live 
by gathering sweet acorns. 

Kabyle law regulates the disposition of property. 
If a peddler possesses a field which he cannot use on 
account of the demands of his business upon his 
time, the law obliges him to plant it with olives, The 
property in such matters is wonderfully divided up: 
one man may own the fifth part of a field; auother, a 
fifth of the crop of olives, or a third of the crop of 
figs; still another, the third branch of the fifth olive- 
tree, or that branch which points to the east. 

In Kabylla th<f discoverer of a spring of water, 
eveirif situated in the field belonging to another per¬ 
son, owns the water from it. This tends to encour¬ 
age the search for water, the most important element 
in that arid region. The Kabyles are excellent agri¬ 
culturalists. If there is a spot of earth in a chasm, 
a Kabyle will descend by a rope and cultivate it. 
They are extremely industrious, and work in concert. 
In the Kabyle country, land suitable for cultivation 
is worth eighty dollars an acre, while in the Arab 
districts it does not average four dollars in value per 
acre, — a difference illustrating the respective charac¬ 
ters of the two races. The question of ousting the 
Kabyles from the land they cultivate, to make room 
for French colonists, is being discussed in France: so 
it would seem that the Americans are not the only 
people capable of robbing the aborigines, — (Jiev. 
0 ^ogr, t June, 1P83.) w. n. d. T393 

BOTANY. 

Columbines. — Grant Allen [North'American re¬ 
view , September) traces several of the steps by which 
the typical ranunculaeeons flower has been modi fled 
to form that of Aquilegia and the other more highly 
specialized genera. The more Important are the elon¬ 
gation of the petal, which 4< is Just the petal of the 
buttercup, with the tiny depression or hollow of the 
nectary prolonged backward into a tubular spur,” as 
a protection against small, thieving insects; and the 
reduction In the number of carpels, without a cor¬ 
responding lessening of the ovules, which insures a 
more certain fecundation of the latter. The fact that 
A. canadensis is even more perfectly adapted to pol¬ 
lination by humming-birds than by bees, seems, how¬ 
ever, to have escaped him. Though more greatly 
modified, the hooked spur of European columbines 
is in no wise more perfectly adapted to the end It is 
to serve than the straight spur of American species. 
In his zeal for demonstrating the correlation of high¬ 
ly specialized forms and colors in entomophlious 
flowers, the writer is also led to ignore such species 
as the common European A coni turn lycoctonutn, 
which, with the structure of its immediate relatives, 
has the much less specialized yellow color of those 
lying lower in the scale. 

Dr. Gray (Bet, gazette, September) calls atten¬ 
tion to the longest columbine (A, longisslma), a spe¬ 
cies from northern Mexico, with spurs four inches or 
move In length, and dearly adapted to profit by the 
visits of some long-tongued hawk-moth like Ampho- 
nyx antaeus, which occurs in the south-west, and has 
been found by Mr. Henshaw to have a proboscis ceiv 
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tainly five Inches and three-quarters long. It should 
be stated that all of our American columbines that 
have been studied, whether fertilized by bees, moths, 
or birds, are strongly protandrous, like the European 
species. — w. T. [394 

Symbiosis. — Dr. Sedgwick gives a well-written 
synopsis of the results of the more important recent 
studies concerning the occurrence of chlorophyll in 
animals, and its significance. These seem to show 
that the so-called * animal chlorophyll' has no actual 
existence, being In every case (possibly excepting 
Hydra and Spongilla) connected vrttb a vegetable 
structure living in the tissues of the animal. *This 
association of plant and animal, in the mutual bene¬ 
fits derived, is held to be somewhat different from 
the so-called parasitism known in lichens ; but it is 
hard to see in what important respect the two cases 
differ. — (Pop. sc. monthly, Oct.) w. t. [395 

ZOOLOGY. 

Ooelenteratw, 

The anatomy and histology of Porpita. —A 
diffused nervous system, made up of, & plexus of 
scattered ganglion-cells connected with each other 
by nerve-fibres, and similar to that described in the 
Medusae and Actiniae by the Hertwigs, and in the 
Hydroids by Jickeli, Lendenfeld, and others, has 
been described by Chun in Velella. Conn and Beyer 
have independently discovered the same structures in 
Porpita; although they express some doubt whether 
they are really nerve-cells, rather than some form of 
connective-tissue corpuscle without any nervous func¬ 
tion, They Incline, however, to the belief that the 
close resemblance which they bear to cells which have 
been found in the Medusae and Actiniae justifies 
us in regarding them as a very primitive nervous 
system. ■ 

The cells In question are, in Porpita, ectoder¬ 
mal ; and sections show that they He actually in the 
ectoderm-cello, outside the supporting layer and the 
layer of xfiuscles. They are always found in connec¬ 
tion with the muscles, and they are most abundant 
where the muscular system Is most developed. They 
are bipolar, tripoiar, or multipolar; and their pro¬ 
cesses could be traced to a considerable distance. 
Their distribution is as follows; they lie wholly in 
the ectoderm; and their fibres, after running for a 
considerable distance beneath the outer ectoderm- 
cells and immediately upon the muscle-layer, finally 
penetrate this layer, and are lost. The whole of the 
upper surface of the animal is supplied with them, 
somewhat sparsely toward the centre, but much 
more abundantly towards the edge, and especially In 
the velum. The under surface of the velum has also 
a rich supply, and the tentacles also contain great 
numbers; but towards the centre of the lower surface 
of the disk they gradually disappear, and none could 
be found upon the nutritive zooids. They are every¬ 
where few in number, as compared with the ecto¬ 
derm-cells, and they we very irregularly distributed. 
There is nothing like a central nervous system, and 
no union of the ceils into a nerve-ring could be made 
out. Conn and Beyer also describe a number of so- 


called * sensory organs/ which are placed in pockets, 
or pouches, around the edge of the velum. Each of 
these Is filled with large and highly modified ecto¬ 
derm-cells, which the authors regard as sense-cells. 
They have no connection with the ganglion-cells. — 
(Stud. biol. lab. Johns Hopk . univ., U, 433.) w. k. b. 

[396 


Hollnsks. 


Visual organs of Solon. — Dr. Benjamin Sharp 
had been led to believe that Solen ensis and S. vagina, 
the common razor-shells, are possessed of visual or¬ 
gans, by observing that a number of these animals 
which were exposed in a large basin for sale in Naplos 
retracted their siphons when his hand cast a shadow 
over them. Kepeating the experiment at the zoologi¬ 
cal station, he became convinced that the retraction 
was due to the shadow, and not to a slight jar which 
might have been the cause. Upon examining the 
siphon, he found as many as fifty fine blackish-brown 
lines or grooves between and at the base of the short 
tentacular processes of the external edge. When a. 
vertical section of these pigmented grooves is made, 
the cells of which they are composed are found to be 
very different from the ordinary epithelial cells of the 
surrounding tissue. The pigrocnt-cells are from one- 
third to one-half longer Ui&n the latter, and consist 
of three distinct parts. The upper ninth or tenth 
part of each cell is perfectly transparent, and is not 
at all affected by the coloring-matter used in making 
the preparation ; the second part is deeply pigmented 
and opaque, and forms about one-half the cell; while 
the remainder consists of a clear mass, which takes 
a alight tinge when colored. This portion contains a 
well-defined nucleus filled with granular matter, and 
is probably the most active part of the cell. These 
retinal cells, if so they may be called, resemble those 
of the very primitive eye of Patella. The value 
to the Solen of an organ which would enable it to 
detect the shadow of approaching objects as it lies 
embedded in the sand, with the end of the siphon 
protruding, must be evident; and the structure of the 
cells described bear sufficient relation to those of the 
eyes in Patella, Eissurelja, and Haliotls, to make it 
highly probable that they constitute true primitive 
visual organs. — {Acad. nat. sc. Philad . ; meeting 
Nov. 6.)' [397 

Organisation of ohltons. — A second part of Dr. 
Bdla Haller's valuable Investigations of the chitons 
of the Adriatic has appeared. It is illustrated with 
three double plates; and the species which have 
served his purposes are Chiton siculus and C. laevis. 
This part Is devoted especially to the finer structure 
oMhe buccal muscles, of the parts surrounding the 
mouth and below the radula» and the minute struc-. 
ture of the branchia. He confirms the conclusion of 
Dali, in 1379, — that the separate.branchial tufts cor¬ 
respond each to a distinct branchia, instead of to the 
old cyclobranckiate theory,—and adds very materi¬ 
ally to our knowledge In each of the above-mentioned 
directions. The author wisely refrains from much 
theorizing, as no group of equal rank exhibits move 
polymorphism than this* and no general rules can be 
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Ijtld down with confidence from the examination of 
two species. — (Mittheil. zaoL inut, Wien, v, heft 1.) 

W. H. d. [398 

OmETtaceang. 

Trilobltes from the Hamilton rooks of Penn¬ 
sylvania. — Profeasor Angelo Hellprln has found in a 
small collection of Invertebrate fossils obtained from 
the Hamilton rocks of the vicinity of Dingman’s Ferry, 
Pike county, Penn., a complete specimen and several 
tail-pieces of Phacops bufo, and several well-preserved 
fragments of Homalonotus Dekayl. The determina¬ 
tion of these species Uof peculiar Interest, Inasmuch 
as it had been asserted that no trace of trilobltea 
could be discovered in the rocks of this series.— 
4 Acad , nai. sc. Phllad .; meeting Oct. 80.) [399 

VERTEBRATES. 

Origin of fat in oases of acute fat-formation. 

— The chief part of this paper by Lebedeff is taken 
up with a discussion of the origin pf the fat formed 
or deposited in the liver in phosphorus-poisoning. 
The author criticises at length the different theories 
of the origin of fat, under both physiological and 
pathological conditions. He does not admit the 
generally accepted theory of Voit, that the fats of 
the body form one of the products of the destruction 
of proteids, and gives some calculations showing the 
insufficiency of such an hypothesis to account for the 
amount of fat found In the liver and other organs 
after poisoning by phosphorus. His own view is, that, 
under normal conditions, the animal fat is derived 
directly from that taken into the body as food, while, 
in pathological cases,—fatty infiltration of the liver, 
*for instance,—the fat originates from that already 
stored up in the body. The change In the chemical 
composition of the blood, produced by phosphorus, 
causes the fat in the subcutaneous connective tissue 
to pass Into the blood, whence it caftnot be removed 
on account of the diminished supply of oxygen, 
which is one of the results of phosphorus-poisoning, 
and therefore accumulates in the liver. Lebedeff has 
shown in a former paper, that when a dog is starved 
until all fat has disappeared from Its tissues, and la 
then fed on foreign fats — ]inseed-oil, for example — 
and some proteids, there is a large accumulation of 
tlie strange fat in the body. Similar experiments 
were again made, with the addition that the animal 
was afterwards poisoned with phosphorus. Chemleal 
analysis of the fat of the liver In such cases showed 
that It also, like the subcutaneous fat, contained a 
large proportion of the foreign fat. This fat could 
not have resulted from the destruction of proteids 
of the body, but must have been derived from fat 
already stored, up in the body before poisoning, 
especially the subcutaneous fat. Lebedeff also made 
•chemical analyses of the fats contained in the milk 
of the cow, woman, and rabbit, and compared them 
with the fats of other parts of the body, He finds 
that the *fat of milk ha* no analogue in the body/ 
and consequently Is not derived directly from these 
fats. He doe* not believe, however, that this fat re- 
dolts from proteid metamorphosis. The increase in 


the fat of milk, that lakes place after feeding with 
meats, is owing, he thinks, to the fact that the albumi¬ 
nous material taken serves to emulsify the fats, and 
thus insures an easier passage from the blood. He 
comes to the conclusion that the fat of milk is di¬ 
rectly influenced by the nature of the fat taken as 
food, and gives the results of somo experiments •de¬ 
monstrating this fact. With regard to the origin of 
the milk-fat, his statements are not very satisfactory. 
It. is derived directly, in the first place, from the fat 
of the mammary glands, with which it agrees in 
composition. This, in turn, is formed, he thinks, 
from the fats taken as food, or, in the case of starva¬ 
tion, from the fats stored up in the body. — (PJMger’n 
archiv y xxxi. 0.) w, h. h. [400 

Mammals. 

Vaao-dllatora of the lower limb.— In previous 
papers, Dartre and Morat have shown that the view 
which was generally held of the distribution of the 
vaso-motor nerves — that the vasoconstrictors take 
their course through the sympathetic, the vaso-dlla- 
tors through the cerebro-spinal nerves — is not true 
for the cervical sympathetic. They succeeded in 
demonstrating In it the presence of vaso-dilator 
nerves for the cheek, Ups, etc. In the present paper 
they give the results of similar investigations upon 
the lower segments of the sympathetic, and the vaso¬ 
motor* of the lower limbs. In order to estimate the 
vaso-motor effects, two methods were used. A ma¬ 
nometer, or spliygmoscopc, was connected with the 
femoral artery below the origin of the profunda; 
and, at the same time, the color-changes in the skin 
of the toos were noticed. Young dogs with little or 
no pigment on the feet were used. They first Inves¬ 
tigated the effect of stimulation of the peripheral end 
of the divided sciatic. In all cases the manometer 
showed a rise of arterial pressure, indicating that 
vaso-constrietlon had taken place; but, together with 
this general vaso-constriction of the blood-vessels, 
It was found, in some cases, that the balls of the toes 
were congested, showing local vaso-dnatation. If, 
instead of the sciatic, the abdominal sympathetic 
was divided at the level of the fourth lumbar gan¬ 
glion, and the peripheral end stimulated, the same 
result was reached,—a general constriction of the 
arteries, together with a local dilatation of the skin 
of the toes. The latter phenomenon, as in the first 
experiment, was not constant. Wimn the sympa¬ 
thetic was stimulated still higher. Just lwdow the dia¬ 
phragm, the manometer gave a rise of pressure; but 
the dilatation of the vessels of the toes was more evi¬ 
dent, and occurred in all eases. The interpretation 
they give to their experiments is, that vaso-dllator 
as well as vaso-constrictor fibres run In the sympa¬ 
thetic to the lower limbs; the vaso-constrictors pre¬ 
dominate: hence the general rise of blood-pressure 
In the limb. The fact that (he vasodilator effects 
are always obtained when the lower part of the tho¬ 
racic sympathetic is stimulated, while in stimulation 
of the lumbar sympathetic and the sciatic this phe¬ 
nomenon Is very inconstant, mean*, they think, that 
the vasodilators terminate, in part at least, in the 
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gaugUa of the lumbar sympathetic, and exercise 
their influence on the blood-vessels by means of 
these ganglia, and not through the hypothetical 
peripheral ganglia of Goltz. Facts of the same gen¬ 
eral import have been given before by the authors, 
with regard to the last cervical and first thoracic 
ganglia. — (ArcA. de physiol.) 640, 18811.) w. H, H. 

[401 

Sexual variation of Rhythm — Drs. Stejneger 
and Dybowski have given in two different journals 
a preliminary account of their joint discovery of a 
remarkable variation, supposed to De sexual, occur¬ 
ring in the skull of the arctic sea-cow. Thei^con¬ 
clusions are based upon an examination of five adult 
male and three adult female skulls. The male skulls 
have the zygomatic arches both absolutely and rela¬ 
tively wider than tire female skulls. The whole cen¬ 
tral portion of the former, also, is wider than that of 
the latter. In the female the vertical rain us of the 
mandible is longer than in the male, and the posterior 
angles are much nearer together. It appears that 
these differences have long been recognized by the 
Eskimo. — (Proc. U. 8. nat. mu». y v. 70 ; Proc. zodl. 
soc. Lond.f 1883, 72.) K. W. T. [402 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

The death of King MTteaa.— Col. J. A. Grant, 
once the guest of this renowned king of Uganda, 
gives credit to the report of his death, published in 
the daily papers of the 13th of July. Some years ago 
the king was suffering with a malady which the mis¬ 
sionaries believed would terminate fatally unless an 
operation was performed. The king was dissuaded 
from this; though the Africans, as a rule, operate upon 
one another without fear. When Speke and Grant 
visited him in 1802, he was a minor, the lineal de¬ 
scendant of a line of thirty-five kings, which accounts 
for the * blue blood 9 and vanity which certainly ran 
in the veins of M’tesa. Col. Grant alludes to the 
princes of Uganda, whom Stanley saw in chains, as 
following a custom by no menus irksome, to which 
M’tesa himself had submitted previously to his elec¬ 
tion. The vigor with which he administered his gov¬ 
ernment, and his courtesies to travellers, have given 
him a world-wide reputation. He raised his subjects 
above the ordinary scale of Africans by making them 
observe while travelling. He fearlessly adopted the 
Mahometan, and afterwards the Christian religion, 
by listening to the Moliahs and Christian travellers 
who entered his country; his previous belief having 
been in one supreme being and in charms. To 
M’tesa is greatly due the discovery of the sources of 
the Nile; for it was he who gave us the route from 
the Victoria Nyanza to Egypt, and the knowledge 
that we have of the people, and the flora and fauna, 
of equatorial Africa. The army and navy of this king 
is said to have numbered 126,000 soldiers. His gov¬ 
ernment was carried on by dally durbars, where sev¬ 
eral hundred chiefs of districts assembled with their 
followers to hear the eloquence of the prime-minister 
and members of the government — [Proc. 4 geogr, eoc. 
iond,,Aug.) j. w. p. . [403 

The tribes of the Cunrfnrf, 8. W. Afrloa.— 


The earl of Mayo, having spent the best part of a 
year in Mossamcdes and its vicinity, gives us the 
benefit of his experience. Not much new information 
is conveyed about Portuguese rule; but a very inter¬ 
esting account is given of a colony of Boers, at Hum- 
pata, who, with their wives, children, and cattle, had 
trekked from Pretoria in the Transvaal, and reached 
his place after seven years 1 wandering. The negro 
tribes encountered were: 1, The Mundombes, hold¬ 
ing the region from Mossamedes to Capangombe, at 
the foot of the Sierra de Chella. They have a lan¬ 
guage of their own, and belong to the Bantu family^ 
They are large cattle-keepers, and are the native por¬ 
ters who carry travellers’ luggage as far as the top of 
the Sierra de Chella. 2. The Munhanecas and Qui- 
pongos, tribes who inhabit the country around Hum- 
pata, Huella, and three days eastward. They are of 
the Bantu stock, cultivate the soil, and are armed with 
poisoned arrows, assegais, and knobkerries. 3. The 
Chibiquas, who live on the west slope of the Sierra de 
Chella, north of the Oun4n6 River, They belong to 
the Damara race, intermixed with Ovampos, whoso 
language they speak. They capture the elephant by 
prodding the hind-feet so as to sever the muscles. 
The animal, thus brought to a standstill, is despatched 
with assegais. 4. The North Ovampos, who speak a 
dialect of the Damara language, and cultivate each an 
hereditary farm, having no communal farming, as the 
Hah4 and Huilla natives. — (Proc. geogr. soc. Lcmd., 
Aug.) j. w. p. [404 

The Lolos of central China. — There is one 
indigenous tribe or people, now completely envel¬ 
oped by a Chinese population, which has success¬ 
fully resisted the wave of Chinese encroachment. 
They are termed 1 Lolo’ by the Chinese, 1 Lo-see’ and 
‘ Ngo-see ’ In their own dialect. They Inhabit a moun¬ 
tainous region on the Yangtsze, between 27° and 20° 
north. They make incursions Into Chinese territory 
for blackmail and ransom, which they call * rent/ and 
hold in slavery the Chinese then captured. We have 
the word of Marco Polo that “ they are a tall and 
very handsome people, though In complexion brown 
rather than white, and are good soldiers.” They 
never Intermarry with the Chinese, even the Chinese 
female captives being given to tbe male captives as 
wives, Mr, Baber, who has closely studied these 
people, seeks to identify them with the Colomon of 
Marco Polo, and in tbe course of his argument makes, 
some interesting statements respecting their burial- 
customB, They possess the art of writing; and 
Major-Gen. MeBny, of the Imperial Chinese army* 
some years ago obtained a thick folio manuscript 
from a tribe near Chenning, in Kuel-chou (26° 
north, 105° 40' west). The work is bound in goat¬ 
skin with the hair on, and is written in the ordinary 
Lolo script, with illustrations of a crude and primi¬ 
tive nature, depicting human figures, animals, and 
plants. Mr. Baber pays a just tribute to Baron v. 
Richthofen and Col. Yule, in stating his conclu¬ 
sions respecting the Lolos, — (Proc. geogr, soc. LondU 
Aug.) J. w. p. £403 

Ethnology of TUnor.—In a letter addressed to 
Sir Joseph Hooker, in 1880, Mr. H, O. Forbes wrote 
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from Sumatra, offering, if some assistance could he 
forwarded him, to attempt an expedition to Timor- 
laut. The British association granted the needed 
funds, and the trip was made. This island must not 
he confounded with Timor, lying to the south-west. 
A large collection of crania and culture-objects was 
made, and a vocabulary of several hundred words 
compiled. Among their customs described are their 
methods of dressing the hair, the clothing and orna¬ 
mentation of the body, their agriculture, meals, fish¬ 
ing, armor, marriage, care of children, mourning, 
Inheritance, oaths, government, slavery, physical 
characteristics, intellectual and moral qualities, pas¬ 
times, music, and calendars. Commenting on the 
paper, Prof. Flower stated, that, of the twelve crania, 
eight were brachycephalic, and of decidedly Malay 
type; one was dolichocephalic, prognathous, and with 
large teoth, indicating Papuan or Melanesian affini¬ 
ties; and the other three were more or less interme¬ 
diate. Nearly all showed signs of artificial flattening 
of the occipital region. 

Mr. Keane remarked that Mr. Forbes confirmed 
the prevalent opinion regarding the extremely com¬ 
plex nature of the ethnical relations throughout the 
whole of Malaysia and Polynesia. In Timor-laut, 
Papuan, Malayan, and even Polynesian tribes had 
here become intermingled in diverse proportions; the 
result being a distinctly mixed race, such as was 
everywhere in this region often designated by the in¬ 
convenient term of 1 Alfuro.’ Timor-laut, however, 
seemed to present the peculiarity that the various 
elements had not here become so completely amal¬ 
gamated as in most of the neighboring islands. 
Hence the remarkable phenomenon of frizzly and 
lank hair, brown and black complexion, very tall and 
very short stature, dolichocephalous and brachy- 
cephalous heads, etc., all still found side by side in 
the same village community. The resemblance in so 
many of the crania to those of the brown Polynesian 
race of Samoa, Tahiti, Hawaii, etc., was very strik¬ 
ing ; so that Timor-laut must have been one of the 
last Islands occupied by this race In Malaysia during 
its eastward migration to the remote archipelagoes 
of the Pacific. — (iToum. anthrop . inst, xlli. 8.) 
J. w. r, [406 

The Mavis tribe of negroes. — Cape Delgado 
is on the east coast of Africa, about 11° south. Mr. 
H* O’Neill, H.M. consul, has made a journey Inland 
from this point into the country of the Mavias, or 
Mahibas, whose existence was first pointed out by 
Livingstone, and who have baffled the efforts of suc¬ 
ceeding travellers to penetrate their country, Mr. 
Joseph Thomson and Mr. Chauocey Maples both tes¬ 
tify to their exclusiveness. A description of one vil¬ 
lage will serve for all* A circular belt sixty to eighty 
feet wide was thickly planted with trees and under¬ 
brush. At two or three points a narrow path was left 
for entrance, and guarded by double or triple gates. 
The gate is a framework of two strong uprights, deeply 
embedded in the ground, and strengthened by two 
horizontal bars about five feet apart Two other mov¬ 
able horizontal bars fit, one end in a hole, the other 
in a niche In the uprights, A number of smaller up¬ 


rights have holes burnt through both their ends, by 
which they are threaded upon the two horizontal bars 
until the framework is completely closed, when the 
ends are thrust into the holes and niches, and the 
whole strengthened by beams placed against It on 
the Inside. The gates are carefully closed at sunset. 
Forty or fifty huts are built in the space, and goats 
and poultry take the place of the Irishman’s pig In 
each shanty. This tribe wear immense Up rings or 
studs, which give to them a hideous profile. They 
show a great resp^t for the dead, and carefully tend 
the graves of any of their chiefs or head men. On 
some of these are raised mounds of clay, enclosed 
with a low ridge. This again had a raised framework 
upon it, roofed in with thatch, and the comer posts 
ornamented with small streamers of cloth. Mr. 
O’Neill appends a vocabulary of about a hundred 
words. — (Proc, geogr . soc. -Lond., July.) j. w, r. 

[407 

EARLY INSTITUTIONS. 

Frenoh and English law.—Some time ago the 
Institute of France proposed as a subject for com¬ 
petitive writing a comparison of the French and 
English systems of law in their history and develop¬ 
ment. An extensive work (B vole. 8°) was forth¬ 
with produced by M. Glasson. It was accepted and 
* crowned’ by the academy. It is entitled Htetoire du 
droit et des institutions poliUques, civiles, et judici - 
cUres de VAngleterre , comparts au droit et aux institu¬ 
tions de la FVance, depute leur originc juaqu'b nos 
jours. The book is being reviewed, and is much 
praised. The student who finds Reeves’ History of 
the English law obsolete and tiresome will be glad 
to have a substitute for it. The writer takes up dif¬ 
ferent subjects,— 1 the king,’ 1 parliament,’ 1 property,’ 
etc., — and treats them separately. The sequence of 
events, and their relationship with one another, are 
by this method lost sight of to a certain extent. The 
method has its advantages, however; and a subject 
so comprehensive could hardly be treated, we should 
think, in any other way. It is quite impossible to 
bring history, with Its innumerable beginnings and 
endings, or issues, into one continuous narrative. 
French history begins with the meeting of the (Jer- 
jnans and the Romans. French institutions are, to 
begin with,, partly German, partly Roman. English 
institutions are, however, almost purely German 
down to the period of the Norman conquest. It is 
In England, therefore, that we trace the development 
of German institutions, rather than in France. The 
monarchy, for example, was In Franco framed upon 
the Roman model; while in England the Teutonic 
model was adhered to. While we have an absolute 
monarchy In France, we have a very limited mon¬ 
archy in England, — a democratic republic, with a 
monarchical head, so to speak, Feudalism is described 
as the result of German and Roman influences. It es¬ 
tablished Itself In France, and was taken from France 
into England. The English were verging towards 
feudalism, to be sure. There was a good deal of feu¬ 
dalism la England before the conquest. The custom 
of commendation was not unknown, but It was not 
associated with the holding of benefices. The hold- 
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lug of hoc-land under the IHnoda necessitas resem- 
bled the holding of a benefice in later times; but the 
holders of hoc-land were not vassals of a lord. Their 
services were due to the state rather than to the king. 
The king was not the universal landlord until after 
the conquest, when the Norman lawyers persisted in 
describing proprietorship as a tenancy. At the same 
time a great deal of proprietorship was converted into 
tenancy/ The position of the isolated proprietor was 
unsafe; and proprietors very generally converted their 
inheritances into tenures, under the overlordship of 
the kiug or some other great lord. M. Ulaasop de¬ 
scribes the various forms of tenure which existed 
under the feudal system, and the condition of the ten¬ 
ants. A large part of the work is devoted to legal 
procedure and judicial organization. — {Edinburgh 
r«o., July, 1888.) d. w. K. [408 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

Thk death of Dr. John L. LeConte at his home in 
Philadelphia on Thursday of last week, at the age of 
fifty-eight, removes one who has long been the leader, 
facile princeps, of American entomologists. With his 
death, the younger men are completely separated 
from the former generation of workers in this field, 
and they will lose a friend and teacher to whom they 
constantly looked. Dr. LeConte was as highly hon¬ 
ored abroad as at home, and has been an active in¬ 
vestigator for nearly forty years. His death occurred 
during the session of the National academy, of which 
he was a member, but was not known in New Haven 
until its close. We shall give in a future number an 
account of his services to science. 

— President Arthur, in carrying out an act passed 
by Congress, has invited the various countries to 
send representatives to an International conference 
at Washington, the date of which is not yet fixed, to 
establish a common prime meridian. The govern¬ 
ments of Austria, Norway, and Sweden, have de¬ 
clined; but the latter two approve of the object, 
Spain is favorable, but has deferred its reply. Bel¬ 
gium is uncertain, but Denmark and Portugal have 
accepted the invitation conditionally. Switzerland, 
Venezuela, Mexico, Turkey, Greece, China, Japan,' 
Hawaii, Hayti, Liberia, Holland, Canada, Guate¬ 
mala, Koumania, Nicaragua, and Honduras have 
accepted. Boplies are expected from Italy, Great 
Britain, Russia, France, Chill, Brazil, and Germany. 

— Mr, Ldward Atkinson has prepared a plan for a 
textile laboratory and museum in Boston. He thinks 
that a hundred thousand dollars would be ample for 
the construction of a proper building, and its equip¬ 
ment, which should be an adjunct of the Massachu- 
sett s institute of technology. The purpose is to afford 
special training for young men Intending to pursue 
textile manufacture. The first two years’ course of 
instruction in the institute is suited as a basis for the 
future special study of textile manufactures; and 
it is in the next two, years of the curriculum that 
special training should be followed. The-first two 
years would ground the student in modern languages 
and mathematics, in mechanical drawing, in general 


geology and chemistry, as well as in the practical 
work of the physical and chemical laboratories, jtnd 
will thus prepare him for entering upon the special 
course of textile industry. The professional studies 
would Include geology, botany, mechanical engineer¬ 
ing, building and architecture, mechanics, textile de¬ 
sign in all branches, industrial chemistry, history, 
and political economy. 

•—Professor Balfour Stewart and Mr. W. L. Car¬ 
penter discussed, before the British Association for 
the advancement of science, the supposed sun-spot 
inequalities of short period. Putting aside for the 
time the question of true or nearly apparent periodi¬ 
city, they exhibited certain results obtained by appli¬ 
cation of a method of detecting unknown inequalities 
in a mass of observations. Thirty-six years’ observa¬ 
tions of sun-spots were divided into three series of 
twelve years each. Two apparent sun-spot Inequali¬ 
ties of about twenty-six days came out very promi¬ 
nently, appearing for each of the twelve years in the 
same phase, and to very nearly the same extent. 

— A design for a now high-level bridge at Newcas- 
tle-on-Tyne has been prepared by W. G. Laws, city 
engineer. It shows a clear span of six hundred feet, 
and a clear headway above high water of eighty-two 
feet, The bridge will be of steel, and the cost of 
superstructure, foundations, ami approaches, is esti¬ 
mated at two hundred and fifty thousand pounds. 

— Sir J. Whitworth & Co. have lately completed 
and tested a 9-inch (28 centimetres) gun for the 
Brazilian government. The peculiar feature of this 
system Is the hexagonal section of the bore of the 
gun. The material is compressed cast steel, which is 
superior to other steels in Its combined ductility and 
tenacity, and in its perfect soundness. This gun, on 
trial, threw a shell of the weight of 800 pounds (180 
kilograms) 7,870 yards (over 7,000 metres), and drove 
a steel shell weighing 400 pounds (181 kilograms) 
through a wrought-iron plate 18 inches (48 centime¬ 
tres) in thickness; and its backing broke up a cast- 
iron plate supporting it, and finally buried itself In 
the earth. Such results are not attainable, so far 
as experience has yet indicated, by any other system 
of ordnance. 

—•An electric tram-car was recently tried in Paris 
very Successfully. It was driven a distance of thirty 
miles in about three hour# without accident or detec¬ 
tion. The current was supplied by Faure accumu¬ 
lators placed under the seats, and driving a Siemens 
dynamo under the floor at the rate of twelve hun¬ 
dred revolutions per minute. , The car-wheels turn 
sixty times to twelve thousand revolutions of the 
dynamo. The speed attained was five and a half to 
nine miles an hour, according to the gradient. 

— In a paper before the British association. Pro¬ 
fessor Boyd Dawkins remarked that the classification 
of the tertiary rocks, sketched out some fifty years ego, 
and since then altered in no important degree, is out 
of harmony with our present knowledge, and the 
definitions of the series of events which took place 
in it has been greatly modified by the process of dis¬ 
covery In various parts of the world. The terms ‘eo¬ 
cene,’ ‘ miocene,* and * pliocene’ no longer express the 
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Idea of percentages of living species of fossil mollusc* 
upon which they were founded; and post-tertiary, 
quaternary, and recent are founded on the assumed 
existence of a great break comparable to that sepa¬ 
rating the secondary from the primary or tertiary 
periods, which is now known not to exist. The 
author proposed a classification of the tertiary period 
iu Europe by an appeal to the land mammalia, and 
since that time his definition has been found to apply 
equally well to the tertiaries of Asia and the Ameri¬ 
cas and to the late tertiaries of Australia. He stated 
that the forms of life in the rocks have changed at a 
very variable rate, and In direct proportion to their 
complexity of organization; the lower and simpler 
having an enormous range, while the higher and 
more complex have a much narrower range, and are 
more easily affected by the change in their environ¬ 
ment. 

—The proposed discussion on the possibility of 
establishing a universal time by selecting a meridian 
common to all nations has given rise to many sugges¬ 
tions more or loss valuable. One of these, published 
in the Journal qf the society of arts, is, that ‘the 
simplest way of expressing this universal time would 
be by using Homan figures; while the civil time would 
be expressed by Arabic numerals, followed by a large 
H for the morning hours, and a small one for those 
of the evening. In fact, the hour would be ex¬ 
pressed In a manner similar to that in use among 
the Russians for designating the old and new style 
in dates. In the same manner as they say 10/28 
June, the railway time-tables would say, Arrival at 
Paris, XXIII./10h. 24m.; departure from Paris, XVI. 
40 m./4 h. 04 m.; departure from St. Petersburg, 
VIII. 10m./9H. 26 m. 

^At the meeting of the French academy of 
sciences, held Oct. 3, M. Alphonse Milne-Edwards 
reported the foundation of a new laboratory of marine 
zofilogy at Marseilles. It is to be under the direction 
of Professor Marion, of the Marseilles faculty of sci¬ 
ences. 

— The periodicity of drought and floods in the 
Rhine district, and its connection with sun-spots, 
aurorae, and the magnetism of the earth, is dealt 
with fn a work by Professor Paul Reis of Maintz, just 
published by Messrs. Quandt and Handel of Leipzig. 
The volume is entitled 'Die periodische wiederkehr 
von wassefsnoth und wassermangel.’ 

— In Austria, as well as in Germany and England, 
systematic efforts are being made to settle the ques¬ 
tions as to the contagiousness and heredity of tuber¬ 
culosis. A circular has been sent to eight thousand 
medical men in Austria, requesting them to give 
particulars of any cases which they consider to have 
proved the contagiousness of the disease, and also to 
give the particulars of cases of supposed heredity, and 
of any cases in which complete cure is believed to 
have been effected. The determined international 
effort which is being made to cope with this fell 
disease must be regarded as one of the results of 
Koch’s discovery of the Bacillus tuberculosis. 

At a recent meeting of the French entomologi¬ 
cal society, Dr. Labonlbfene instanced a case in which 


dipterous larvae had been vomited by a woman thirty- 
nine years old, under the care of Dr, E. Plchat of La 
Rochelle, Specimens of the pupa, and of the fly 
hatched from them (Curtoneura stabulans Fall.), 
were exhibited to the society. The woman had 
been troubled for some days with bronchitis and 
very fetid breath, and finally, after a severe attack 
of coughing, vomited twice. I)r. Pichat afterward 
found in the basin used a hundred to a hundred and 
fifty of these larvae; and the circumstances as related 
by him leave no serious doubt of their source, though 
he was not present during the vomiting, but only 
called immediately after It. 

This larva, according to Laboulb&ne, is well known, 
and is ordinarily found in decomposing animal and 
vegetable matter, in mushrooms, etc., and has also 
been reared from caterpillars and hymenopterous 
larvae. 

The possibility of the existence of such flies (Mus- 
eariae) in the human body was formerly generally 
accepted, but has lately been denied by Davaine. 
Experiments have proved, says Dr, Laboulbfcne, that 
such larvae, introduced into the stomach of animals 
by a fistula, have been discharged alive in the excre¬ 
ment, one, two, or even three days later. 

— At the meeting of the Engineers’ club of Philadel¬ 
phia, Nov. 3, Mr. Charles II. Haswell presented ‘Notes 
upon roads, streets, and pavements;’ Mr. E. A. Gqi- 
seler read an illustrated paper upon ‘ Tides, and New¬ 
ton’s theory of them;’ Mr. Allen J. Fuller spoke of 
the ‘ Effect of frost upon fire-plug casings,’ — a paper 
which will be noticed next week under the ‘sum¬ 
mary.’ Professor Haupt also exhibited a ‘History 
of the manual arts, or the inventions of human wit,’ 
published by Mr. Herringman, London, 1061. The 
secretary read the following account from the Jfexf- 
can national of Laredo, Tex., of a bridge construction 
by Mr, C. A. Merriam: “On the sixth day of Sep¬ 
tember (the anniversary of loss of bridge last year) 
the Mexican national railroad-bridge was carried 
away by high water. On Monday the 16th the first 
pile was driven for the new structure, which was 
completed on the 23d; and trains are now running 
regularly. This is pretty quick work, — the erection 
of a bridge six hundred feet long in seven days.” 

The secretary narrated his experience on behalf of 
the club, and read extracts from correspondence, etc., 
with the custom-house, through the stupendous in¬ 
scrutability of the management of which the Trans¬ 
actions of the society of engineers of London, and of 
the Institution of civil engineers of Ireland, are 
charged with duty; and all the other foreign societies 
upon the exchange list of the club are admitted free. 

— Soon din arta, published in Chicago, is the title 
of a journal devoted to the interests of Scandinavian 
life, past and present. It 2s printed in English, aud - 
is intended to keep the American public informed as 
to the movements, both in politics and literature, 
among the people of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. 
The first number is dated November, 1888. 

— Lindatrom has published iu the Bihang to the 
Swedish academy’s BandUngar au annotated index 
to the generic names applied to the corals of the 
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paleoaoic formations. A list, by'Dalla Torre, of the 
generic names given to Hymenoptera during the 
decade 1860-79, appeared in Kattcr’s j WniomaiogUche 
nackrlchten of last December. 

— The IIumori#tick6 listy of Prag for Oct. 27 con¬ 
tains an excellent large portrait of the late Mr, Bar- 
rande. We shall publish one next week, 

— The mathematical magazine conducted under 
the name of the Analyst for the past ten years, 
by Mr. J, B. Hendricks, will be continued under 
the editorial charge of Ormond Stone, professor of 
astronomy, and William M. Thornton, professor of 
engineering, with tho title, AnntMs mathematics, 
pure and applied. The numbers will be issued at 
intervals of two months, beginning Feb. 1, 1884. In 
scope the journal will embrace the development of 
new and important theories of mathematics, pure 
and applied; the solution of useful and interesting 
problems; the history and bibliography of various 
branches of mathematics; and critical examinations 
and reviews of Important treatises and text-books on 
mathematical subjects. The office of publication will 
be at the University of Virginia. 

— Dr. Macgowan recently sent a communication 
to the North China herald on the art of making lumi¬ 
nous paint in the celestial empire. The Chinese, says 
Dr. Macgowan, used powdered mussel-shells Instead 
of oyster-shells. The method seems to ancient. 
The emperor, Tai Tsung, who flourished towards the 
end of the tenth century of the Christian era, received 
a picture which was luminous by night. The picture 
represented, by night, a cow lying within a fence; 
while, by day, the cow appeared as browsing outside 
of the enclosure. His Majesty asked for an explana¬ 
tion from his ministers, but they were no better in¬ 
formed than he. At length some one informed the 
emperor that the effect was produced by mixing 
Southern-Sea pearl-paste with a pigment which at 
night became luminous, and that the day-picture was 
made of a powdered reef-stone. In after-ages the 
picture was attributed to the genii, whilst some de¬ 
nied its existence altogether. Dr. Macgowan shows, 
by extracts from a Chinese writer of three centuries 
ago, that the tradition of the art hai not died out. 

— The meeting of the Philosophical society of 
Washington, held Nov. 10, was devoted to the con¬ 
sideration of geologic subjects. Mr. Edwin Smith 
•exhibited a seismographic record obtained in Japan, 
and described the system of observations conducted 
by Professor Paul. Capt. C. E. Dutton read a paper 
entitled * The volcanic problem stated,* and Mr. W. 
J. McGee made a communication on the ‘Drainage 
system, and the distribution of loess, in eastern Iowa,’ 

— John T. Short, professor of history at the Ohio 
State university at Columbus, died Dec, 11, after a 
long illness. He was especially well known for his 
researches In the history of Central America. HU 
1 North-Americans, and their early history/ passed 
through many editions, 

— The papers read at the meeting of the Biological 
-society of Washington, Nov. 16, were,by Professor 
Hester F. Ward, Mesozoic dicotyledons; Mr. C, D, 
Walcott, Freah-water shells from the lower carbonif¬ 


erous, with exhibition of specimens; Mr. Frederick 
W. True, Exhibition of a unique specimen of a West- 
In dlan seal, Monachus troplcalls Gray; Dr. C. A. 
White, Persistence of the domestic instinct In the 
cat, 

— An unpretending but useful little paper has been 
lately published as Bulletin no. 6 of the Illinois 
state laboratory of natural history, byN. B. Davis, 
jun,, and Frank L. Kice. This paper contains concise 
descriptions of seventy-four species and sub-species 
of North-American batrachlans, and fifty-four of rep¬ 
tiles, found east of the Mississippi. Analytical keys 
to the famUIos and genera are given, but no synony¬ 
my. The classification and nomenclature are those 
of Professor Cope’s Check-list, and the descriptions 
are in great part compiled from writings of the same 
author. There is, however, evidence of considerable 
study of specimens; and the collector of reptiles in 
the region covered will find this catalogue very con¬ 
venient, 

— A boy fourteen years of age was fishing at 
Tomloka, Nizen, Japan, recently, when his right arm 
was seized by a large octopus with two of its tenta¬ 
cles. His cries brought succor as he was being dragged 
Into the water, and the tentacles were cut. The lad 
reached home; but his arm seemed paralyzed, and in 
five days death ensued, probably from shock. 

— H, Bclmllibaum recommends a mixture of one 
volume of collodion with three to four volumes of 
oil of cloves, to secure microscopic sections in place 
upon the slide. The oil Is evaporated over a water- 
bath, after which the sections may be stained, etc. 
An advantage is thus offered over Giesbrecht’s shel¬ 
lac method. The full directions are given in the 
Archlv/ur mikroskopische anatomie (xxli. 680). 

— Four mummies have been obtained from the 
Aleutian region for the Berlin museum. They are 
in a good state of preservation, and are believed to be 
of great age. 

— M. A. Dumont has submitted to the Paris acad¬ 
emy of sciences a suggestion for increasing the Irri¬ 
gating waters derived from the Rhone by regulating 
the discharge from the Lake of Geneva, This project, 
recommended by the Geneva commission, involves 
the expenditure of about £180,060, and the creation 
of a hydraulic force of 7,000-horse power, by which 
the level of the lake at high water might be reduced 
by at least 0,60 tn., and the minimum discharge of the 
Rhone at the outlet increased by $0 me, per second. 

— The science of forestry has hitherto been much 
neglected in England: but the Athenaeum states that 
the proposal to hold an International forestry exhibi¬ 
tion in Edinburgh during the summer and autumn 
of next year has been taken up with much earnest¬ 
ness; and the sum of £3,500 has already been ob¬ 
tained as a guaranty fund, without any direct ftppeal 
to the public at large. Besides specimens of forest 
produce, implements used in forestry, fungi, rustic 
work, etc., there will he a collection of illustration* 
of trees, scenery, forest labor, and the like, along 
with books, maps, and reports bearing on forest 
history, surveys, and the geographical distribution 
of trees* 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1883. 

JOACHIM BAHRANDE. 

i., ins LIKE.* 

The death of Joachim Barrande, who for 
more than half a century has attracted the 
respectful regards 
of the world of 
science, severs 
the last 3 in If be¬ 
tween the times 
of Cuvier and our 
own. The exam¬ 
ple of this noble 
life may he truly 
said to have borne 
threefold fruit* 

He was. after 
Cuvier, intellect¬ 
ually by far the 
most dangerous 
of the* opponents 
of evolution. He 
was great in his 
works, and great 
in the example of 
a life devoted to 
research and to 
the service of his 
unfortunate sov¬ 
ereign . He be¬ 

longed to that 
illustrious body of 
ineo # who acknowl¬ 
edged Cuvier as 
their teacher of 
science : and, in 
order to under¬ 
stand him, one must recognize this, and also 
realize that to him loyalty was inseparable 
from faith and truth*, The chivalrous side of 

V •• 4 W* lodeebua io gfrt»AMMr Jtfl*s M*reou, an 
r friend of M. tfcmmd*, for the $>ur#owU Oust* Jr» tM* noUoe. 

;/ r;i --’c. . / 


his character is best, illustrated by the reason 
which he gave for refusing peremptorily the 
high honor of an election to the French acad¬ 
emy. He said simply that he had no desire 
for membership in a society with such avowed 
aims, but which had refused admission to some 
of his masters in science, — Alcide IVOrbigny, 

Heshayes, and 
Edouard Lartet, 
who had taught 
him alj that he 
knew. lie dedi¬ 
cated himself to 
science always 
without personal 
reservation ; but 
his opinions wore 
never free. He 
was bound by his 
loyalty to the mem¬ 
ory of his masters 
in 8eieuee, and by 
his faith in the 
doctrine of the 
divine right of 
kings; and both 
in science and in 
politics he re¬ 
mained through¬ 
out life a consist¬ 
ent opponent of 
the new theories 
of evolution and 
republicanism. 

Horn in the 
year 1799, in the 
town of Sauguus, 
depart in e n t of 
Haute Loire, wc 
first hear of him in 1819, when lie entered the 
fecole polytechnique of Paris, whence he grad¬ 
uated in 1821 among the first in his class, and 
then passed into the feoole des pouts et chans- 
rfea, graduating in 1824 with high honors* 
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Daring these five years lie was assiduous in 
bis attendance on the various courses of lec¬ 
tures given by Cuvier, Brongninrt, De Jussieu, 
Constant Prevost, and Desfontainee, upon 
Kodlogy, geology, and botany, and constantly 
visited the collections of the Jardin des plantes. 
Alter graduation he was appointed engineer 
at a small town in the basin of the Loire ; and 
there, during one of the visits c*f I)uc IVAn- 
goulfcme, then the dauphin of France, he was 
presented to the duke ; and any one who has 
ever had the privilege of Barrande’s acquaint¬ 
ance will readily understand the favorable im¬ 
pression his character and attainments made 
upon his royal highness. Subsequently the 
young engineer became the most favored can¬ 
didate of the dauphin for the office of in¬ 
structor in science to his nephew, the Comte 
de Ohambord, the grandson of Charles X. ; 
and he secured this post for him. The unso¬ 
licited appointment to what was considered 
And sought by learned men as one of the 
highest honors in the gift of the king, reads 
like the climax of a fairy-tale; and like that, 
also, the daring of the young engineer in 
accepting the appointment had the happiest 
results for himself and for his royal charge. 

The revolution of 1830 put an end to the 
reign of Charles X., and drove the elder 
branch ofHhe Bourbon family and their faith¬ 
ful servitor.into exile; and it was during the 
sojourn in England aud in Scotland that Bar* 
rande perfected himself in the use of the 
English language. In 1882,they removed to 
Prague, and carried with them this man who 
was to make Bohemia classio grqund for the 
geologists of all countries. Barrande found 
himself here in a new field, where all his pre¬ 
vious education and preparation were at fault; 
but for a true investigator, such as he was, 
this merely excited the greater interest. He 
and his pupil began by collecting every thing 
4n the vicinity; and then, little by little, their 
attention was irresistibly drawn to the fasci¬ 
natingly rich deposits of Silurian fossils, 

Their collections in time became too exten¬ 
sive to be accommodated in the halhrUevoted 
to study at the Chateau de Hradschiu, hud 


Barrande removed his collections to a house 
which he had purchased as a residence for 
himself. With immense labor, and without 
assistance from books, ho built up the first 
steps of a classification by which ho could 
arrange his collections in natural sequence 
and in their respective faunas. In 1840 he 
met with a copy of the 4 Silurian system ’ of 
Murchison, and became assured of the fact 
that he was working among similar fossils 
and in the same geological period. This ser¬ 
vice was later gratefully and intentionally rec¬ 
ognized in the general title of his works, 

* S} T stdme silurien du centre de la Boh&me.’ 

The royal family changed their residence, 

' going first to Goritz, and then to Frohsdorf; 
but Barrande, though continuing to serve the 
Comte de Chambord, having exchanged the 
post of tutor for that of trusted friend and 
superintendent of finances, did not live in his 
household, being permitted to remain with his 
beloved collections at Prague. His duties, 
however, called him a part of the year to 
Paris ; and he there leased apartments, first in 
the rue M6zi&res, and subsequently in the rue 
de POd£on. There are probably few geolo¬ 
gists of reputation who have not, in passing 
through Paris, made these apartments a visit, 
and experienced the delight of being received 
by this stately and warm-hearted gentleman. 

Besides the mastery of English, Barrande 
fbund it necessary to acquire German, which 
he spoke aud wrote with facility, and also the 
Czech language, in order to direct and control 
the workmen employed by him as collectors 
of fossils. These men varied in number at 
different times, from six to twenty, and some¬ 
times even to thirty* The practical difficulties 
which were overcome in this part of the work, 
and the anecdotes which might be related of 
the efforts made to deoeive him about the 
localities of fossils, for which he had offered 
special rewards, would be instructive as well 
as amusing. We have, however, space only 
to relate that he acquired among his workmen 
the reputation of being a generous gentleman, 
but one of great firmness \ and, being obliged- 
also to aec6u«fc. fbr powers beyond theJr cdm- ; 
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prehension, they attributed to him a mastery 
of the black art of divination, and a possible 
intimacy with the devil himself, 

In finishing his work, neither money nor la¬ 
bor was spared : the best illustrators were con¬ 
stantly employed; and one, M. Humbert, be¬ 
came noted, lived constantly with him, and died 
in his employ after twenty-five years of service. 

Barvande found it necessary to be his own 
publisher. lie accordingly organized a French 
press at Prague; and the typography of his 
books justify his own assertion, that they could 
not have been printed with greater technical 
elegance by any press in Paris. Wo know 
from personal inspection that errors are very 
rare. The quotations, which generally show 
carelessness, if any part of a book does, excel 
in this respect ,* and the desire for correctness 
has been carried so far, that, instead of tables 
of * corrigenda,’ he has carefully corrected 
errors with printed slips pasted upon the pages 
of the text. Ail this w^.s done while engaged 
in administering a fortune of about fifty mil¬ 
lions of francs, and arranging many compli¬ 
cated questions of business connected with his 
.position, and relations to the Comte de Cham- 
bord, which required much time, and many 
journeys to different parts of Europe. That 
this was accomplished successfully is shown 
by the terms of the will of this last heir of 
the elder Bourbons, who appointed him his 
executor. The expenses of the whole work 
were met by the personal sacrifice of his own 
income from all sources, but principally by the 
generous assistance of his royal friend. These 
presents were always made with the greatest 
delicacy by the count as his subscriptions to 
tiie ‘ Systfcme silurien de la Boh^me; f and 
Barrande has Recognized their essential impor¬ 
tance in dedicating each of his volumes to 
this generous patron, and also by a direct 
statement that his own labors would have 
foiled but for *thia assistance. The world of 
Science owes to the Bourbon family its per¬ 
petual recognition of this example of friend¬ 
ship and generosity, which has brought out to 
thli fruition the life bf one<>f its represents* 

, w.* ■■,, , . 


No government can point to a finer eingte 
monument to science than this one, created by 
an exile in a foreign country; and the sums 
expended were large, since, as we are assured, 
the average cost of each of the twenty-two 
volumes, as estimated by Barrande himself, 
was not less than twenty thousand francs, mak- 
ing a grand total of nearly ninety thousand 
dollars for tye parts published up to the pres¬ 
ent time. M. Barrande never married; and 
his only surviving relatives are a sister, Mine. 
Vuillet, and a brother somewhat younger, BL 
Joseph Barrande, a distinguished engineer. 

It is impossible adequately to present a life 
so varied and so full of activity in every direc¬ 
tion, at once scientific, and yet so picturesque 
from political and social stand-points. He 
had become, before his death, the only survivor 
of the ancient servitors of the royal house of 
Franco ; and the cause, and even the surround¬ 
ings, of his death, completed the beautiful 
picture of his life of voluntary exile and chiv¬ 
alrous service. He sacrificed himself to his 
duty as executor, and died from a cold con¬ 
tracted from exposure while engaged in carry¬ 
ing out the last wishes of the man who had 
been to him pupil, friend, patron, and right, 
fill sovereign Mis decease took place Oct. 
f>, at the Chateau of Frohsdorf, near Vienna, 
under the same roof, and within a short time 
after the death of the Comte de Chambord. We 
who are republicans cannot estimate his mo¬ 
tives, nor feel with him as a royalist, but we 

*■ • 

can respect the rare moral qualities of his 
devotion; and we feel, also, that it is essen¬ 
tial to express our reverence and gratitude 
to the memory of a really great man for his 
consideration and kindness to all young stu¬ 
dents in science who have had occasion to 
come into personal or professional relations 
with him, 

WiilHLWlNDS, CYCLONES, AND TOR¬ 
NADOES. 1 — IV. 

Tm beginning of the upsetting in a tropical 
**cyclone is not felly accounted for 'by observe 
tion. It is not so easily explained as the finite 

1 1 Con tin 00(1 fwlttHo. 4il. 
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uprising on the desert, inasmuch as the ocean’s 
cal in surface is too smooth to offer any distinct 
starting-point for the up-draught. There art*, 
however, several plausible ways out of the 
difficulty. It is possible that localized warmth 
and expansion where the air is calmest may 
produce a gentle up-current, which, once begun, 
will be soon well established. Again : an ex¬ 
cess of evaporation will cause a rapid upward 
diffusion of vapor. It will reach an altitude 
where it must condense, and form cloud-layer, 
and thereby warm the surrounding air both Ijy 
its latent heat and by catching the warmth of 
the sun’s rays ; and, us this will go on at a 
considerable altitude, it will be especially effec¬ 
tive. Finally, if after a time of calm a breeze 
should opportunely penetrate the district from 
an adjoining one, oi* higher pressure, an ascend¬ 
ing current would surely be started. In some 
such way a gradual overturning of the unbal¬ 
anced air must begin, and its further action is 
now to be traced. 

The rising mass expands as it escapes from 
the pressure of the air that it leaves below, and 
in expanding it is mechanically cooled. As it 
cools, some of the vapor with which it is well 
charged condenses into cloud, and, oti accumu¬ 
lating, soon begins to fall as rain. Here we 
have the entrance of a new and potent cause of 
disturbance,—the bringing-forth of a great 
amount of energy in the form of heat from the 
condensation of the vapor. It is probable that 
this aid to the up-draught seldom takes the ini¬ 
tiative : it waits till some other cause begins 
the upsetting, and then falls to with a will to 
help it along. 

This effect of condensation is so important 
that it may well be considered a little more 
closely. As water evaporates, its molecules are 
spreud widely apart, and take on a very active 
motion; but in doing so they must be furnished 
with energy in some form, for they cannot de¬ 
velop out of nothing the energy needed for 
their increased activity. As a general rule, 
the desired supply is found in the sun's radi¬ 
ant heat: so, when water evaporates from 
the sea-surface, it takes to itself nearly all the 
energy that comes down in the sun's rays, 
end thereby its molecules are enlivened up to 
the point of vaporization. It will be readily 
understood, that, if heat-energy be taken by the 
water and transformed into vapor-energy, it 
can no longer make itself felt as heat; and, so 
far as our senses are concerned, it is lost or 
hidden, and for this reason is called ‘latent 
heat.’ The term is misleading and improper, 
for it implies that the sun's energy still remains 
somewhere in the vapor as a kind of heat that 


we cannot feel; but this is wrong, for as heat it 
no longer exists. It will be farther seen, that, 
when the vapor is condensed back again into 
water, all its vapor energy must take some other 
form: it must abandon tin* vapor molecules, 
and allow' them to quiet down and approach 
one another as they resume the liquid condi¬ 
tion : and the energy thus thrown out of em¬ 
ployment must make itself felt in some other 
way. We are therefore prepared to find that 
condensation is attended with the production 
of just as much heat-energy as was lost in the 
process of evaporation. This is of capital im¬ 
portance in the understanding of storms. 

It, has already been seen, that the cause of 
continued action in a desert-whirl is found in 
the excessive warmth of the lower strata; in 
virtue of which the air in the useending column 
finds itself warmer, ami hence lighter, than the 
surrounding air, and consequently is impelled 
to rise as oil rises through water. It was fur¬ 
ther noted, that the ascending whirl will con¬ 
tinue as long as it is supplied with excessively 
warm air at the base ; but, as soon as the bot¬ 
tom air is not more than 1 .( 1 ° warmer than the 
air three hundred feet above it, the whirl will 
die away. In the case of an ascending column 
of air saturated with vapor, it would also, as 
iu the previous case, expand as it rose to higher 
levels of less pressure, and, in consequence of 
this expansion, it would cool. But when satu-* 
rated air is cooled, some of its vapor must 
condense; and when vapor condenses, heat is 
evolved ; and the heat thus produced will partly 
make up for the loss of heat by expansion, and 
therefore the ascending column of moist air 
will not be allowed to cool so fast as if it had 
not been saturated with vapor. Several im¬ 
portant consequences now follow. In the first 
place, a leas warming at the base is needed to 
produce unstable equilibrium in saturated than 
in dry air. In the latter, the turning-point is 
reached when there is a 
difference of 1 . 6 ° F. be¬ 
tween the temperatures of 
the surface-air and that 
three hundred feet above, 
fh the former, if the sur- 
30 c/rrr face-temperature be 80°, as 

is common in the Bay of 
: Bengal, a difference of only 

"ttj is required . In other 

words, if a mass of dry air 
Fi». 6. at 80° rise three hundred 

fact, its temperature fal Is 
to 78*4° : if a miss of saturated sir at the same 
temperature (Qg* 5) rise through the same dta* 
taupe, it is cooled only to 70,4°; and oons^- ^ 
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quently, for every three hundred feet of ascent 
it has an advantage over dry air of one degree 
of warmth (and more at great altitudes), tend¬ 
ing to make it lighter than its surroundings, 
and so intensifying its upward motion. More¬ 
over, a storm which is thus nourished may 
continue its activity through the night, instead 
of dying away as the sun declines; for it is 
supplied with energy continually brought out 
of the vapor storehouse. Of course, in both 
cases the sun’s heat is the source of the dis¬ 
turbance ; but on the desert there is no way 
of storing up the heat, while at sea a great 
amount of energy may be stored up before the 
final upsetting begins, and 
then the storm-winds arise, _i 9 Paol_ 
and show all this accumulat- „ ALTITUDE 
ed strength in their blowing. 

We have much this kind of 


the heat evolved in the condensation of so much 
vapor. The rapid reproduction of the heat 
stored up through many previous days of sun¬ 
shine retards the cooling of the ascending cur¬ 
rent, excites the winds to active motion, and 
the atom is thus set going. Espy (1836) was 
the first to recognize the important part played 
by the j condensing vapor in an ascending cur¬ 
rent of air, but he greatly exaggerated its 
effects. The proper measure of its action, and 
convenient statement of the results in tabular 
form, arc chieffv due to Reyi* (1804) and Hann 
(lift*). 

The ascending current moves outward at a 

________ A\CL_ 

BAROMf 7TR 
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action, in a small way, in the 
formation of a heavy cumulus- 
cloud on a quiet, hot summer 
day. The air on the ground 
is wanned, and contains a 



good share of moisture ; and, 

M it rises and cools, its vapor 
begins to be condensed. Some of the vapor- 
energy is given out as heat, and so the ascend¬ 
ing current is re-enforced. If the air be very 
warm or very moist, or both, the ordinary 
cumulus-cloud may grow into a thunder-shower ; 
and, being then unable to carry up all its con¬ 
densed vapor, some of it falls as rain. It 
should be noted, that, when the lower air is not 
fUUy saturated, its temperature must be some¬ 
what reduced to bring it to the point of satura¬ 
tion before any cloud is formed/ This decrease 
is mechanically effected at the rate of 1.0° every 
throe hundred feet, by the expansion of the 
rising air, — essentially the same rate as that 
already given for the cooling of a rising column 
of dry air; and, when enough cooling has been 
thus effected to reduce the air to its tempera¬ 
ture of saturation, some of the vapor will be 
condensed into liquid cloud-particles, and so 
become visible. It is for this reason that 
cumulus-clouds have nearly level bases, and 
that a group of sueb clouds stands at about the 
same altitude. The air-currents rising from the 
wSrra ground have to ascend a certain distance, 
and Cool a certain number of degrees, before 
condensation takes place. Their altitude in feet 
wiU be about a hundred and eighty-three times 
tbennmbter of degrees between the temperature 
of the lower air aud its dew-point. 

All tropical cyclones am attended by clouds 
and b 3 r OXqeasively heavy min \ and this points 
V^ry ui«aTly to the important part played by 
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height of one or two miles, spreading itself 
over the surrounding atmosphere. To show its 
relation to the storm circulation, we may refer 
to the following figures. Fig. 6 shows the air 
in a quiescent state, before the storm begins. 
At such a time, there being no wind, the weight 
of the air, or the barometric pressure at sea- 
level, —say, 30 inches, —is uniform throughout 
the area preparing for cyclonic disturbance. 
The pressure is uniform, not only at the •sea- 
surface, but also at any given altitude above it 
(the effect of the upper winds is here omitted 
as being non-essential to the explanation, as 
well as unknown) ; so that the lines in the fig¬ 
ure will represent level surfaces of equal press¬ 
ure of 28, 26, 24 inches, or isobanc planes 
at altitudes of about 1,600, 3,300, and 5,000 
feet. As long as the verticalgravitativc press¬ 
ure la at right angles to these planes, the air 
is not tempted to move, but will remain at rest 
till disturbed by some new condition. This 
new condition will be some form of the disturb¬ 
ing actions already suggested, by which a cen- ( 
tral region of greatest warmth is determined, 
in consequence of which there will be an ex¬ 
pansion of the atmosphere at that place. The 
isobaric planes will become convex there, as in 
fig, 7; for the altitudes at which barometric 
pressures of 28, 26, 24 inches are found mast 
now be greater than before. As there has 
been, as yet, no lateral motion, this produces 
no change in the pressure at sea-level. But a 
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reason for lateral motion has now appeared: 
the gravital!ve pressure of the upper air is no 
longer at right angles to the convex isobaric 
surfaces, and consequently there will be a ten¬ 
dency for the air to slide down from the centre. 
In obedience to this impulse, some of the cen¬ 
tral expanded air moves laterally or radially 
outward to the marginal region ; and now there 

> 0 . 000 * 


is no longer a uniform pleasure of 30 inches 
at sea-level. At the centre* whence the upper 
air has rolled away, the pleasure will be reduced, 
let ns say, to 29 inches: on the surrounding 
district, over which the air has advanced, the 
pressure has increased to 30.25 inches. In this 
new arrangement of pressures there is cause 
for still further gravitative motion; namely, a 
rising of the air at the centre, a sinking at 
the marginal region, anil a horizontal motion 
along the sea-surfaec, toward the centre of low 
pressure, in the attempt to restore an equilib¬ 
rium. lint tliis will not frilly overcome the in¬ 
equality of pressures, or correct the sloping of 
the isobars ; for the existence of an ascending 
and* expanding warm current at the centre re¬ 
quires that the isobaric surfaces there shall be 
separated by a greater vertical distance than in 
the normal cool- 


margin. Now, in virtue of the greater dis- 
tanoe between the isobars at the centre, the 
altitude of some surface, say that of 24 inches, 
will be as great there as over the marginal 
region, in spite of the inequalities of pressure 
and inward slope of the isobars at sea-level; 
and at greater altitudes the isobaric surfaces 
will become convex, and henoe slope outwards, 
instead of inwards, as 
below. The two direc¬ 
tions of slope .will be 
separated by a level or 
neutral plane, on which 
there will be no ten¬ 
dency to motion. Here 
we have excellent illus¬ 
tration of the conven¬ 
tional motion of the-wind 
in a storm. It ascends 
at the centre, where it 
iB lightest; it then flows outward, down the 
barometric gradient; it sinks at the marginal 
region of higher pressure, and then flows in¬ 
ward, down the reversed gradient, back to the 
centre again. This may be called the vertical 
circulation of the storm ; and it will be contin¬ 
ued as long as the central current is warmed to 
excess, so as to raise its isobaric surfaces. In 
the desert-whirlwind we have seen that the 
supply of warm air depends immediately upon 
contact with the surface-sands heated by direct 
sunshine. In the cyclone at sea, the greatest 
part of the warmth needed is given out by the 
vapor that condenses at the centre, and flails 
in the heavy rains, without which a cyclone 
cannot form. Such a storm may last many 
days. 

The explanations thus far given of the be- 
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er air of fig. 0. 

Further* the mar¬ 
ginal descending 
current of air, 
greatly cooled by 
radiation in the 
upper regions, is 
heavier, volume 
for volume, than 
the ascending cur¬ 
rent, and hence 
has its isobaric 

surfaces closer together than usual. A shorter 
vertical column of it is needed to balance an 
inch of mercury in the barometer; Fig. 8 shows 
this Anal condition,**- the diminished pressure 
and greater separation of ^be isobaric linen 
at the warm centre; the increased pressure and 
the approach of the isobaric lines in tfie cooler 
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ginning of a cyclone apply strictly only to tliC 
hurricanes of tropical latitudes; for in the tern* 
peraie zones our numerous storms are by no 
means always dependent on local warmth and 
calmness of the air. The most that can now be 
safely said of the originof euCh storms U+ 
they dopend on some ^ 
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disturbance, somewhat as one water-wave' de¬ 
pends on another; for no one has yet been able 
to trace one of our storms so far back as to 
show it quite independent of previous storms, 
as seems to bo the case with the tropical 
cyclones. In the irregular blowing of the 
winds of higher latitudes, for which no full 
explanation can be given, too much air is 
accumulated in certain districts, which then 
appear as regions of high pressure. In seek¬ 
ing a better balanced re-arrangement, surface- 
currents are established with a rotary deflection, 
as explained below, toward intermediate areas 
of lower pressure; and an up-drauglit is formed 
at their meeting. This becomes a storm-centre. 
It might be said that friction would soon cause 
all these local disturbances to cease, and atmos¬ 
pheric pressure would then remain more uni¬ 
form. So it might, if tho air were dry ; but the 
condensation of vapor, by which the cooling of 
the ascending current is retarded, brings out a 
new supply of energy every time an up-current 
is established ; and thus the disturbed condition 
of the atmosphere is maintained. It cannot 
settle down into a condition of equilibrium as 
long as the sun shines, and water evaporates. 
Some maintain that it is unlikely that the 
storms of the torrid and temperate zones 
should have different causes, and that as tem¬ 
perate storms certainly do not, as a rule, arise 
in a warm calm, tropical storms cannot have 
such an origin. But as already stated, and as 
will be further shown, the regions and seasons 
of tropical cyclones point very conclusively to 
this origin; and, moreover, it is not necessary 
that similar results should 4mve identical 
causes. All the peculiarities of a rotary storm 
can be satisfactorily explained from either 
starting-point. And the essential contrast 
between the two cases is, that in one, differ¬ 
ences of temperature precede and bring about 
differences of pressure, and, in the other, dif¬ 
ferences of pressure precede and brine about 
differences of temperature; so that, in both 
eases, tbe established storm differs in tempera¬ 
ture and pressure from the surrounding atmos¬ 
phere : and, once established, the mptiorie of 
rotation and translation, yet to be described, 
are closely alike in the two eases. 

(7b 




ELECTRIC LtGHtON THE U. S. 
^.JH-COHMSSiON STEAMER* ALBA - 

To determine the effleteney of the system 
, of i*aaode*cent:l«tnp*,I measured, bytneans of 


a steam-engine indicator, the power required 
to run the engine and dynamo, the current 
being switched off. By the same instrument I 
measured the indicated power required to run 
45, 50, and 70 lamps, respectively. By de¬ 
ducting from these experiments, respectively, 
the power required to run the engine and dy* 
name, we obtained tho power applied to tha 
shaft; and from this quantity we deducted 
the friction of the load, leaving, as a remain¬ 
der, the net powers required to revolve the 
armature in the magnetic field with 45, 50^ 
and 70 lamps iu circuit. The lamps used 
were each of eight-candle power. 

Efficiency of the incandescent lamps . 

Horse-power required to run the engine and 

dynamo.5.89 

Indicated horse-power required to run 45 in¬ 
candescent lamps.5.79 

Indicated horse-power required to run 50 in¬ 
candescent lamps.5.85 

Indicated horse-power required to run 70 in¬ 
candescent lamps.0.92 

Net horse-power applied to the revolution of 
the armature in the magnetic field, using 
46 Incandescent lamps . . , .1,80 

Net horse-power applied to the revolution of 
tho armature in the magnetic field, using 
50 incandescent lamps .... 1.85 

Net horse-power applied to the revolution of 
the armature In the magnetic field, using 
70 incandescent lamps .... 2.84 

Mean number of incandescent lamps per indi¬ 
cated H.P., using 45 lamps . , , 7.77 

Mean number of incandescent lamps per indi¬ 
cated H.P., using 50 lamps . . .8.50 

Mean number of incandescent lamps per indi¬ 
cated H.P., using 70 lamps . . , 10.11 

Mean number of incandescent lamps per net 

H.P., using 45 lamps.25. 

Mean number of incandescent lamps per net 

H.P., using 50 lamps.27.02 

Mean number of incandescent lamps per net 

H.P., using 70 lamps.24.63 

The wires being fixed, their resistance may 
be considered a constant quantity, and the 
only variation as existing in the engine and 
dynamo. The distribution of the power, as 
above recorded, may, if necessary, be verified 
bj* electrical measurements on the wires. 

To illuminate the machinery on deck, the 
derrick-gaff, the lead of the cable, the trawl 
as it comes on deck, and to afford ample light 
to the naturalists while culling the contents of 
the trawl as delivered on deck, an arc-light 
of greatpower became indispensable. In the 
then existing state of electric lighting, an ad¬ 
ditional dynamo appeared to be imperative, a# 
no «ro4lght had been run from a tension of 
51 volts. 

I'he Edison company, however, was wming 
to experiment, and in a short time produced a 
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lamp of 750-candle power, which we are now 
aging; and we find, in practice, that a no. 18 
copper wire will carry the current without 
heating. The power of this lamp, to be com¬ 
parable with other arc-lamps, should be mul¬ 
tiplied by four, as the commercial candle- 
power of the arc-lamp is the aggregate of four 
measurements, the photometers being placed 
equidistant from each other in the same cir¬ 
cumference. The power required to drive 
these are-lamps, though more ‘than necessary 
for others of equal power, is yet quite small. 

Efficiency of the arc-lamps. 

Indicated horse-power developed by the engine 

with two arc-lamps in circuit.0,69 

Horse-power required to drive the engine and 

dynamo.3.50 

Net horse-power applied to the shaft . . . . 3.18 

Horse-power absorbed in the friction of the 

load . ..0.28 

Net horse-power applied to the revolution of 
the armature in the magnetic Held . . . .2.90 

Net horse-power applied to the armature for 
one lamp (half or the last quantity), . . . 1,45 

The number of eight-candle power incan¬ 
descent lamps per indicated horse-power is 
taken as a mean between the quantities as 
determined above, i.e., — 

{ --8-=; 25.05; 

and this quantity multiplied into the net horse¬ 
power required to drive one arc-lamp gives 
(25.55 x 1.45 =) 37.04, which is the power 
in units, of incandescent lamps, to run one 
arc-lamp of 750-candle power. 

Fishermen in nearly all parts of the world 
use a light in their boats, when fishing at night, 
to attract fishes into their nets *, and it is a com¬ 
mon thing for flying-fish to come on board ship 
at night if a light be advantageously placed 
to attract them. 

Until incandescent lamps were invented, there 
were no convenient means of sustaining a light 
beneath the surface of the waters; and there is 
consequently opened up to us an unexplored 
field in fishing. 

Just what service, our submarine lamps will 
be, wc are as yet unable to say: but, with the 
small lamp which we use from one td ten feet 
below the surface, am phi pods in great num¬ 
bers, sliver-sides, young bluefish, young lobster, 
squid, and flying-fish, have been induced into 
the nets, and dolphins have approached it; 
but whether the dolphins were attracted by the 
light, or were pursuing the squid, Professor 
Benedict, the naturalist of the skip,* was un¬ 
able to say. Squid *ne especially susceptible 
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to the influence of light I am informed by 
the very eminent authority of Professor Ver- 
rill, of Yale college, that a heavy sea, breaking 
upon a lee shore when the foil moon is casting 
its rays across the land into the sea, will throw 
hundreds of squid upon the beach in a single 
night, *— an evidence of their moving in the 
direction of the light until caught in the spray 
and hurled upon the shore. 

To succeed in producing the light at consid¬ 
erable depths has been by no means easy. 

The Edison company^ first prepared a lan¬ 
tern of .two thicknesses of glass, hemispherical 
in form, with its flat side tightly joined to a 
bronze disk on which were placed three sixteen- 
candle power B lamps in multiple arc. At a 
moderate depth it burned beautifully; but at 
about a hundred and fifty feet the packing 
leaked, and the sea-water, entering, short-cir¬ 
cuited, and the lamp was extinguished by the 
destruction of the cut-out plug. A similar 
lamp was then tried with improved packing; 
but its glass walls were crushed by the press¬ 
ure of the water, and it was extinguished. 

The next essay was with a single Edison 
lamp, its glass vessel being cylindrical in form, 
with hemispherical end, to give it strength; 
its thin platinum wires extending through one 
end without any external attachment. To 
these delicate wires I succeeded in soldering 
the copper wires of the cable, but broke (or 
cut) off one of the platinum wires at the point 
where it enters the glass, while putting on the 
insulation. When it is remembered that a 
hundred fathoms depth of water brings a press¬ 
ure of over two hundred and fifty pounds per 
square inch on the lamp, it will be understood 
that great care was required in every proce¬ 
dure. 

Our next attempt was with a single Edi¬ 
son lamp exactly the same as the last. I suc¬ 
ceeded in soldering and insulating the joints 
perfectly ; but the pressure of the water upon 
the insulation cut the delicate platinum wire 
on the glass before it had reached a hundred 
feet in depth. 

The Edison company then produced a lamp 
in which the platinum wires were soldered to 
copper wires in a glass cavity, and filled in 
with rosin, so that copper wires, about no. 30 
in size, projected from the lamp for our attach¬ 
ment. I coiled the copper wires spirally, and 
soldered their ends to the ends of the heavy 
wires of the cable, separating them by a email 
blook of pine wood: this gave BOme freedom 
of motion, without danger of cutting or break¬ 
ing the wires. Apapermouldwas placed round 
the joint, and filled with warm i gulloot/ When 
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this had cooled, it was wrapped with insulation* 
tape, and served tightly with twine. This was 
again covered with gulloot, then tape, and 
finally with melted gutta-percha; and, when the 
gutta-percha had cooled, its entire surface was 
seared over with a hot iron to make sure of 
filling any cracks or holes it might contain. 
The lamp was then lowered into the sea, about 
seven hundred and fifty feet of cable being paid 
out, without any indication of failure. To as* 
certain if the lamp was lighted at all times, we 
substituted a lamp for the cut-out plug in the 
deep-sea circuit. This brought both lamps in 
the same circuit, which caused them to glow 
at about a eherry-ral instead of a white light} 
and had an}* accident happened to break the 
lamp in the water, or to cause a leak, our upper 
lamp would have immediately sprung into in¬ 
candescent whiteness. Or. W. Baird, 

Passed assistant engineer , U.S.N* 


CRYSTALS IN THE BARK OF TREES . 

In examining the interior of certain insects 
and myriapods living in and feeding on the 
wood and liber of decaying trees, the writer 
has often had his attention attracted by raanv 
beautiful and well-defined crystals mingled with 
the food-contents of the intestinal canal. The 
crystals appear to be insoluble in the intesti¬ 
nal juices, as they pass through the entire 
tract unchanged. Recently, in examining a 
large larnellieorn larva obtained from beneath 
the hark of a decaying white oak, I again ob¬ 
served an abundance of the same kind of crys¬ 
tals ; and shortly after, numerous others were 
found in a rolydesmus taken from beneath the 
bark of a hickory log. Feeling sufficient in¬ 
terest in the matter to learn the source of the 
crystals, I examined a large white oak, dead 
and decaying, but still standing, with the bark 
loosely attached. On the inner side of the 
bark was a thick, yellowish-white, pulverulent 
layer, -— the decayed liber. This readily" crum¬ 
bled to powder; and a sraaji portion, diffused 
in water and submitted to the microscope, ex¬ 
hibited a multitude of crystals, forming the 
greater proportion of the powder, and of the 
kind previously noticed in insects. The crys¬ 
tals appeared perfectly fresh, and not changed 
by the surrounding decay, but were isolated, 
sharply defined, and highly lustrous. They 
measured from about the two-thousandth to the 
sixdiundredth of an inch. Two forms were 
common,—-simple, os represented in fig. 1; 
and twinned, as in fig. 2. A portion of the 
powder was submitted to my friend*. Prof. F, 
A. for analysis, without informing hi#» 
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as to its source. The report was, “ It seems 
to be mostly calcium oxalate, with some carbo¬ 
nate and organic matter. M The crystals per¬ 
tain to the mouoclinic 83 ’stera, like the mineral 
wbewellite. In another decayed white oak ex¬ 
amined, the pulverulent liber, of darker appear¬ 
ance than in the former, consisted of crystals, 
cellular dibris, with no bast-fibres, but with 
numerous long, dark-brown, many-cellecl spo- 
ridia of a fhngus, and a few dead rotifers. 
Under similar circumstances, the same kind of 
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crystals, equally abundant, were observed ui a 
dead chestnut-tree. 

The liber of the fVesh or undecayed white 
oak and chestnut exhibits the calcium-oxalate 
crystals arranged in close longitudinal rows, as 
represented in fig. 3, situ¬ 
ated among the bast-fibres, 
and nearly as abundant. 
The crystals are smaller, 
approaching the ends of 
the series; and the spaces 
occupied by the latter taper 
at the extremities. Each 
crystal occupies a separate 
cuboidal cell, or at least 
a distinct compartment of a 
long fusiform space, bound¬ 
ed by the bast-cells. In 
the rows of crystals of the 
white oak, from twenty-five 
to thirty-five were counted, 
occupying a space of about 
the fiftieth of an inch in 
length. In the chestnut 
liber, from twenty-five to 
forty-five cry stale were 
counted in different rows. 
In the liber of the butter¬ 
nut the crystals are com- 1 ' 
pounded in spheroidal clusters, and form rows 
arranged in the same manner as in the pre¬ 
ceding trees. 

Without having had any intention of inves¬ 
tigating the occurrence of crystals in plants, I 
have been led to make the present communica¬ 
tion on what, to botanists, may be a familiar 
fhet, under the impression that many, like my¬ 
self, have heretofore been ignorant of it; and 
this for the reason that sufficient notice of the 
matter has not been given. Onr ordinary manu¬ 
als, while referring to the occurrence of cr} ; 8 - 
tals in plants, and giving a few iUuitraUoua 
of those observed in herbaceous plants, take 
almost no notice of the beautifbl forms in the 
inner bark of our foreat-trees. The 4 Micro¬ 
graphic dictionary ’ mentions the occurrence 
of raphidea in the bark and pith of many 


Fig. 1. — Calolum-oxa- 
Into crystal. 

Fjg. 2, —Twin form of 
tbeaamo. Both from 
decayed liber of the 
white oak, magnified 
2W) diameters. 

Fig. 3. — Portion of a 
•erle» of crystal** from 
fresh liber, magnified 
300 diameters. 


woody plants, as the lime and Tine, but makes 
no reference to, nor gives illustrations of, such 
as occur in oaks, the chestnut, the hickory, etc. 
No more beautiful example of plant-crystals 
can be so readily obtained than that exhibited 
in thin slips of the liber of the oak or chest¬ 
nut. 

Although the occurrence of crystals in vege¬ 
table tissues was Observed and described by 
Payen in 1841 (Comptes rendus de Vacade¬ 
mic des sciences ), the first and fullest account 
of the crystals of the liber of forest arid fruit 
trees was given by Prof. J. W. Bailey, in a 
communication to the American association of 
geologists and naturalists, in 1843, afterwards 
published, with a plate, in the American jour* 
nal of science for 1843, p. 17, Sanio subse¬ 
quently described the same crystals in the 
MonatsbericJUe of the Prussian academy of 
sciences for 1857. Joseph Lcmr. 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL STATION OP 
PARIS. 1 —II, 

The black screen shown in fig. 4 is a kind of shed, 
three metres in depth, fifteen long, and four high. 
This height is necessary in photographing birds on 
the wing; for, on rising, they immediately leave the 
dark field. When the walk of a man or amanimal Is 
being studied, the opening of the screen Is limited by b 
a frame covered with black .cloth suspended from' 
its upper part ; this regulates the ingress of light 
under the ehed, and makes its cavity darker. Ip ad¬ 
dition, a long strip of velvet two metres and a half 
broad fills all the lower part of this cavity. Thus the 
light coming through the bottom of the screen Is al¬ 
most entirely cut off. 

In fig. 4 a man dressed entirely in white is walking 
before the dark screen. The course on which he 
walks is slightly inclined, In such a way that a visual 
ray, proceeding from the objective, passes very near 
the surf ace of the ground without meeting it anywhere. 
This is necessary in order that In the picture the feet 
of the walker may be entirely visible, while the ground 
is not; otherwise the light reflected from the ground 
would make an impression on the sensitive plate at 
the very points where the images of the feet should be 
produced, and make them obscure. The course Is 
raised about twentv centimetres above the surround¬ 
ing ground; and along the full length of this relief 
there runs a plank on which alternate divisions, each 
a metre and a half long, are painted black and 
white. The plank thus divided is seen in the photo¬ 
graphs, and is useful in measuring the distance run * 
between two successive images, and in estimating 
the site of the subject, the amplitude of his reactions, 
and the extent of displacement of each part of his 
body. In order to know the rapidity of movement,, 
the time consumed in. traversing the v&aripns spaces 
must be measured. Now, if the machinery which 

* Oo»da<lml from Ho. 42. ■ 
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turn* the disk always worked wi%,the same speed, 
and if the number of openings were the same (or all 
experiments, we should only have to determine once 
for all the interval of time which 
elapses between two images, and 
we should immediately have the 
expression of the rapidity: in 
short, if the successive illumi¬ 
nations were separated by one- 
tenth of a second, and if the in¬ 
terval in long measure between 
the images were five-tenths of a 
metre; it is evident that in ope 
second five metres would be 
traversed* But the rapidity of 
the disk varies With the experi¬ 
ment: it must, then, be con¬ 
trolled. This control can be 
Obtained by means of a chrono¬ 
graph which shall indicate the 
Interval of time between the 
various turns of the disk during 
theexperiment. But this meth¬ 
od would give two kinds of Independent indications, 
—that of the spaces oh the photographic plate, and 


that of the times on a revolving cylinder. It seemed 
to us better to obtain, also on the plate, the indi¬ 
cations of the times elapsing between the succes¬ 
sive images. This result was obtained in the 
following manner. In order to know the frequency 
of rotation of the disk, we have only to photograph 
the successive positions of a body moving with a 
uniform and known velocity* Fig* 4 shows, above 
the bead of the walker, an apparatus which answers 
this purpose, and which we will call a photographic 
chran&graph. It is a black velvet dial, on which 
bright nails* arianged in a circle, divide the circum¬ 
ference into a certain number of equal parts. A 
bright needle on the face of this dial is in continual 
motion, turning at the rate of a revolution a second* 
It is evident, that, if the disk of the photographic 
apparatus revolve only once a second, we shall have 
only one image of the needle on the dial; if the 
disk make six revolutions a second, we shall have 
six images, etc. Since the velocity of the disk is 
uniform, the images on the dial are separated by 
equal distances. These divisions allow us to easily 
estimate the fraction of a second corresponding to 
the interval between the images. 

This method will, be better comprehended if we 
consider its application. Fig. 6 represents a runner 
jumping a bar. The series of photographs com¬ 
mences at the moment when the leaper started on 
the preliminary spurt, and ends when the leap is 
finished, and the fall to the ground has partly de¬ 
stroyed the velocity. Let us analyse this figure. 
We see the subject represented nine times; that is, 
the disk revolved nine times during the experiment. 
Bach rotation, bringing the opening of the disk in 
front of the objective, has permitted light to enter 
for a brief instant, which has sufficed each time to 
give an image. These successive images were pro¬ 
duced at different points on the plate, because the 
leaper himself occupied different positions before 
the screen when each of the illuminations took 
place. The space traversed either on the ground 
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or in the air, between successive images, is easily 
measured by means of the divisions lu Use planks 
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to each almanac R. A,, and the two redactions which 
must be added to each almanac Dec., in order to re¬ 
duce to the system of the Jahrbuch . 

The catalogue of each almanac, after the application 
of the systematic reductions from this table, Is then 
compared with the Fundamental catalogue. For the 
Nautical almanac , the mean difference in declination 
is (T.305; in It. A. (from 134 stars), 0.0832. Of the 
168 stars common to both almanacs, there are 27 
whose It. A. differs more than 0 8 .067, and 8 whose 
declinations differ by more than 1". These differ¬ 
ences are, in the main, errors of the Nautical alma¬ 
nac, and are largely due to the erroneous pipper 
motions adopted fn the Greenwich catalogues. 

For the Connaissance des temps, the table shows 
large systematic errors. After these have been elimi¬ 
nated, the comparison shows for 229 stars, common to 
the Connaissance des temps and the Berliner jahrbuch, 
a mean difference of 0".373 In declination, and a 
mean difference of 0 B .0282 (from 162 stars) in R. A. 
The errors here, again, are largely due to erroneous 
proper motions. 

The correspondence of the reduced positions of the 
American ephemeris with those of the Jahrbuch varies 
according as one or another basis of comparison is 
chosen. A complete comparison can only be made 
for those stars for which ephemerides are given, since 
the newer stars have their positions derived from sev¬ 
eral sources, not comparable among themselves. 

The declinations of the American ephemeris and 
those of the Jahrbuch agree excellently for those 
•tars which have been investigated by Boss. The 
mean difference (162 stars) is 0".177. The other ill 
stars do not agree so well, there being 12 differences 
between 0".G and 1". The stars north of 64° depend 
upon Gould’s R. A.; and, of the SO stars common to 
both almanacs, 15 differ by more than 0\15. Of the 
remaining 126 stars whose ephemerides are given, 
8 have differences as great as (P.007. The mean 
difference for 100 stars between 4*40° and —20° is 
(P.0127. For the 111 stars without ephemerides, 
there are seven cases where the difference is more 
than (K067. 

For the stars south of —32°, the Nautical almanac 
will give the best positions, on account of its data 
being derived from the most recent catalogues. 

A comparison of the system of the Jahrbuch, 1801- 
82, with the new system, and a general table for the 
reduction of the data of any almanac to the Berliner 
jahrbuch system, concludes this very important pa¬ 
per. 

It is to be hoped that in the immediate future all 
star positions may bo reduced to the system of the 
Jahrbuch , and its admirable list of $tara will be amply 
sufficient for observers in the northern hemisphere. 
For the determination of time and longitude, the 
stars of the other almanacs will serve & useful pur¬ 
pose, especially as they may easily be made homo¬ 
geneous with the Berlin list; by tables given by Dr. 
Auwers in this paper. 

, Edward 8. Holder* 

WMhburn observatory, University of Wlaoonatn, 

Madison, Jtdy at, im. 


LETTERS TO TEE EDITOR . 

Bngliah ch. 

In Science, 11. 452, you assert that the English 
* ch (in chair) is not a simple consonant, but a com¬ 
pound/ consisting of *t followed by »h, as is appar¬ 
ent in pronouncing with 'due lingering emphasis’ 
the words, ' even such a man, so woe-begone/ etc. 
$fow, the same length and emphasis may be produced 
by a prolongation or continuous repetition of the 
vowel-sound of the word 'such/ And, it seems tome, 
would be so In the case of anybody who was unac¬ 
quainted with the tsh theory. But even if not, the 
change from a simple ch to a compound tsh would not 
be the only instance in the language, where under 
special circumstances, such asa prolongation or drawl, 
a sound is liable to an essential change; and it must be 
peculiarly so where the sound can be properly made 
only by an instantaneous movement. Ch seems to 
be caused by such a movement, just as a smack of 
the lips is, which Is certainly a decidedly different 
sound from the one made in the same way, except 
more gently and slowly,—a p made with inwara- 
drawn breaih. The relation between the smack and 
that p seems to be the same as the relation between 
the English ch and t , and the difference in each case 
to depend on the mode of contact and of its interrup¬ 
tion, not on any combination or succession of sounds. 

Again: it appears quite possible to pronounce the 
word 'chair’ perfectly with the teeth kept slightly 
open by the finger or a pencil, and held, therefore, in 
such a position that it is Impossible to pronounce the 
word ' share 9 correctly, showing that sh is not prop¬ 
erly a part of the eh. 

Moreover, if ch is the same as t*A, or the German 
tech, the Germans would at the outset have no dif¬ 
ficulty in pronouncing the English eh in a way not 
noticeably different by its hissing sound from our*. 

It has been said, that after pronouncing the word 
'check’ to a phonograph, on turning the machine 
backwards, the sounds re-appcar as kesht; but is that 
hot wholly due to an incorrect, prejudiced pronun* 
elation of the first word, as if written tshekt L. B. 

Nov. 9,1883. 

[Argument is out of place in reference to What is * 
matter of mere observation. The suggested experi¬ 
ment by ' lingering emphasis ’ ought to satisfy any 
ear as to the reality of the stopped or shut commence¬ 
ment of the sound of ch in chair , and of its hissing 
termination. L; B. evidently associates some mean 
ing different from the ordinary ope With the terms 
' simple 1 and ‘ compound.’ Ch is compound because 
Us shut commencement and Its hissing termination 
are elementary effects, each of which is susceptible 
of separate utterance. — Editor.] 

Report of the Amos meeting. 

Henry W, Haynes, Esq,, calls my attention to an 
error in the remarks on Assos made by me at thp 
meeting of the Archaeological institute, Oct. 31, and 
printed by you in your recent report (Science, no. 41). 

For, 'to fight against Ramses III.— the Rhamp- 
sinltos of Greek story/ read, 'to fight against Ram¬ 
ses II. — the Sesostris of Greek story.* 

May I beg you to make this correction public. 

Joseph Thacher Clarrr. 

Boatoi), Nov. 19,1S83. 

Analysis of the wild potato, , 

In the spring we received from Mr, J. G. Lemmon, 
Oakland, Cal., some tubers aald to be of Solaimm tu¬ 
berosum, var. boreole, and collected in# Aritona. Of 
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thirteen tubers planted May 4, nine furnished plants, 
which bloomed July 12, and in September ripened a 
crop of tubers no larger than the ^aed planted, or of 
the size of small hazel-nuts. The leaves were small, 
deep grayish-green above, not hairy; the stems, much 
branched, deep purple at the nodes ,* the flowers, white 
and numerous. The tubers were very diffusely spread 
In the soil. 

An analysis of the tubers harvested by the station 
chemist, Dr, S. M. Babcook, is as below: — 


Water.64,44 

Ash.1.17 

Albuminoid (N. x 0.25) ... 4,86 

Crude fibre..78 

Nitrogen (free extract) * . , 28.62 

Fat (ether extract) .... .18 


100.00 

E. Lewis Sturtkvant, Director. 

N. Y. agricultural experiment.station, 

Geneva, N.Y., Nov. U, 1B83. 

Muaical sand. 

In September {no. 31) you published a brief ab¬ 
stract of our preliminary paper on the singing-beach 
of Manchester, Mass. Since then we have contin¬ 
ued our Investigations, and collected additional data 
and material. One of us has just returned from a 
visit to the stngtng-beach on the west shore of Lake 
Champlain, four miles and a half sonth of Platts- 
burg, Clinton county, N.Y. This beach is about 
seven hundred feet long, crescent-shaped, and termi¬ 
nates at the south end in low cliffs of limestone, and 
at the north end in shelving rocks of the same mate¬ 
rial. About a hundred feet north of the beach the 
limestone Is quarried for building-purposes. 

The acoustic phenomena previously described in 
connection with Manchester and Eigg are reproduced 
at Lake Champlain quite perfectly. On the occasion 
of our visit, however, the sand retained traces of 
moisture, and the noise, indicated by the syllable 
ffpmh, was less strong than it would otherwise have 
been. Two tests, however, showed that the sound 
made by rubbing the sand with the hand, and press¬ 
ing It on the strata below, could be heard distinctly 
at a distance of more than a hutffired feet. The 
tingling sensation in the toes, produced by striking 
the sand with the feet, was also perceived. \Ve failed, 
however, to obtain sounds by rubbing the sand be¬ 
tween the palms of the hands, —a method which 
yielded remarkable results at Manchester and at Eigg; 
but this failure U doubtless due to the imperfect dry¬ 
ness of the sand. Having learned, by experience with 
samples from the aforesaid localities, that they lose 
their acoustic properties after repeated friction, we 
tested this question directly on the beach. We found, 
that, by rubbing a definite quantity of sand continu¬ 
ously, its power of emitting sounds gradually dimin¬ 
ished, and finally ceased. 

The sand is nnusually fine, and its grains of re¬ 
markably uniform size, averaging about 0.2 millimetre 
in diameter. Even to the naked eye their tendency 
to a spherical shape Is apparent; ana, when examined 
under the microscope, they are found to consist, to 
the amount of about thirty per cent, of round and 
polished grains of colorless quartz, usually of spheri¬ 
cal, ellipsoidal, and renifom shapes; about the same 
quantity of angular to subangular grams of the same 
mineral, colorless, reddish, and yellowish, sometimes 
enclosing scales of hematite,grains of magnetite, and 
cavities; a considerable number of fragments 
of at triolinic felspar, angular to subangular, color¬ 
less, and sometimes exhibiting cleavage-planes, and 


lines of strlation; many short fibres and fragments 
of hornblende, and apparently augite, of a deep green 
color, often irregularly colored reddish brown by de¬ 
composition, ana possessing strong dichroism; and 
a few minute particles of menaccanlte and magnetite. 

In conclusion, we will be greatly obliged to any 
reader of Science for information of additional lo¬ 
calities of sonorous sand, and especially for samples 
for microscopical study. 

H. V. Bolton and A. A. J ulien. 

Nov, 19,1883. 

November shower of meteors. 

Watch was kept here for the November shower of 
meteors by myself and a number of students on the 
mornings of the 18th and 14th, — on the 13th from 2 
to 4, on the 14th from 2 to 6. The observers were in 
a room having southern and eastern exposures, and 
meteoroids were looked for only in those directions. 
It was quite cloudy on the 18th, and only one mete¬ 
oroid was seen; nearly clear on the 14th; and con¬ 
sidering the fact that the moon was nearly full, and 
stars of the fourth magnitude could not be seen with¬ 
out attention, more meteoroids were seen than were 
expected, nearly all coming from the radiant in Leo.. 
Owing to the fact that their appearance was not fre¬ 
quent enough to maintain constant attention, it is 
likely that most of those which were near the limits 
of visibility escaped observation. The maximum 
seemed to be at about 4.30. At 8.20 a very brilliant 
one, much exceeding Sirius in brilliancy, was seen, 
Michigan agricultural college. L. G. CARPENTER. 


SOME RECENT STUDIES ON IDEAS OF 
MOTION . 

Studien fiber die beioegungs vorstellungen. Von Dr, 

S. Stricker, profeasor in Wien. Wieu, Bravb 

mailer, 1882. 6+72 p. 8°. 

These studies are efforts in experimental 
psychology, with accompanying speculations, 
by a physiologist who has already written upon 
like subjects in his 4 Studien iiber das bewusst- 
sein. * The style is fragmentary, and not always 
very blear; and there are some confusing efforts 
to frame a new terminology. Above all, the 
author's training in general philosophy is very 
imperfect; and therefore what he says in the 
latter half of this essay, 4 Ueber die quellen 
unserer vorstellungen von der causaiitiit/ is 
almost wholly antiquated and insignificant, 
having been superseded ever since Hume, 
whom, in fact, our author seems in one respect 
to have wholly misapprehended. But in his 
direct observations of mental facts, Professor 
Stricker attracts one's attention as having given 
some independent contribution to the discus¬ 
sions hbout the relation of the muscular sense 
1 to our ideas of motion. Even here, it must 
be remarked, he pay s little attention to the 
fact that others have been at work before him, 
and seems to think his ideas quite new. Yet 
what he has done is to observe, and record his 
observations; and in so far forth he has done 
what we want done in the psychological field* 
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Professor Strieker asserts that practice in 
the use of his muscles, and especially in the 
training of the muscular sense for mechanical 
purposes, has rendered him uncommonly well 
qualified to note the presence of muscular sen¬ 
sations as elements in any complex state of 
mind. Some of* his colleagues have like skill. 
He has thus been led to pay attention to facts 
such as, that, when he perceives the movements 
of another person, or remembers these move¬ 
ments clearly afterwards, or deliberately im¬ 
agines a movement of a man or even of* an 
animal, he always is aware of a slight feeling 
of effort in those muscles of his own body that 
would be concerned in the same or in some 
analogous movement. The appreciation or 
conception of a bodily movement is thus 
accompanied by a more or less well-marked 
dfamatic imitation of the movement. Again : 
if he perceives or conceives the visible motiou 
of a body in space, he is conscious of a motion, 
or of a tendency to motion, in the muscles of 
the eye. These personal observations he finds 
confirmed by others in proportion to their 
training in introspection, and in the special 
observation of the muscular sensations. In 
watching the motions of many small objects at 
once in the field of vision, as in case of a 
snow-storm, the author is not quite so fortu¬ 
nate. “I find difficulty,” he says, “in dis¬ 
covering any trace of motions of the eyes ; yet, 
after long exercise, I have now no longer the 
least doubt that I follow the single flakes with 
small and quick motions or nascent motions of 
the eyes" (p. 23). In case, however, of an 
effort to picture in memory just how a snow¬ 
storm looks, the author either finds himself 
picturing a stationary mass of flakes, or else 
following in mind the motions of single flakes. 
In the latter case ho discovers that the muscles 
of the eyes are jieroeptibly innervated. The 
result, therefore, notwithstanding the difficulty, 
is in the end the same. 

In the case of the illusions of motion in 
the ‘ wheel of life,* the author asserts that the 
illusion is always accompanied by motions of 
the eves, and that it is impossible without such 
motions. 

His conclusion from all this is, that “ motion 
is conceivable only in connection with, and by 
means of, the muscular sense** ’ — a result that, 
in this extreme form, probably very few investi¬ 
gators wi 11 accept. Certainly Professor Striek¬ 
er has not proved it; since he has, on the one 
hand, left very numerous facts wholly un¬ 
noticed, and, on the other hand, has adduced 
toots that are of doubtM force tor his purpose* 
As for the omitted facta, a reviewer of this book 


in the PkUosopkiacke monatehefte has chal¬ 
lenged Professor Strieker to show what part 
the muscular sense plays in the perception of 
the motion of an object seen double in indirect 
vision, when the eyes are-fixed on some chosen 
point. Thus, if one's gaze is fixed directly in 
front on some bright point, or on one of the 
eyes of the observer’s own face as seen in a 
mirror, so that the eyes are surely at rest, then 
the finger, or a pencil, held up so as to appear 
double, will yet in both its shadowy images be 
seen to move when the real finger is moved, 
or when the pencil is moved by an assistant 
without the observer’s previous knowledge. 
Yet here, says the reviewer, the double images 
show that the eye does not follow the motiou 
at all, else they would coalesce. And if the 
mirror is used, the observer, looking at Ins own 
eye in the mirror, can be doubly sure that his 
eyes arc motionless. Th is obj ecti on, how ever f , 
is not so near at hand as another, mentioned 
by the same reviewer, — the one that must at 
once occur to any reader of Professor Strieker’s 
book; viz., the case of the motion of some 
small object over the skin, say a crawling in¬ 
sect. Here the motion is felt as motion, and 
not as mere tickling, as soon as the requisite 
speed and amplitude aro attained. What has 
the muscular sense to do here ? 

But, obvious as these objections are, they are 
not final. Professor Strieker might reply, that, 
according to Lotze’s own suggestion, the now 
well-recognized localzeicken themselves may 
be of the nature of muscular impulses. In the 
retinal field the tendency to bring any point of 
attention into the point of sight may exist 
universally; and the motion of the indirectly 
seen finger over the resting retinal field ma^ 
be known by reason of the change in the magni¬ 
tude and direction of the effort that during 
the experiment constantly exists, to bring the 
finger, as the object most attended to, into 
the point of sight. Something analogous may 
make possible the perception of the motiou 
of a point on the skin. But these, are hypo¬ 
theses. They are doubtM; and they require 
of Professor Strieker supplementary investi¬ 
gations, whereof he seems to have had no 
thought. 

There remain, however, the cases of what/ 
a late writer in the Wiener sitzungsberichte 
(Fleischl, OpHsch-physioL noiizen, no. vi.,’ 
in bd. lxxxvL, i., for 1882) has called be «#- 
gungmachbUderi which have long been ob¬ 
served anddiseussed. These are the subjective 
appearances of motion in the visual Md, after 
the continued observation of aftiftly-movibg, 
real otyecte; as when one has been looking & 
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ft Waterfall or at a rotating-dlsk. Helmholtz, 
indeed, explains all these appearances together 
aft visual vertigo; putting them with the phe¬ 
nomena of apparent motion in dizziness, and 
regarding them as all alike caused by motions 
of the eyes, unconsciously continuing after the 
cessation of the observation of the objective 
motions. Yet Helmholtz has trouble to apply 
this explanation, whose validity in its own 
class of cases is undoubted, to the case where 
contrary motions appear in the field of vision 
at the same time; and Hering, in Hermann’s 
‘Handbuch dcr physiologic' (iii., i., 562), in¬ 
sists for these cases on the rival explanation, 
* 4 Die scheinbewegtmg berulit auf einer localen 
reaction des sehorganes gegen die vorangegan- 
gene errogung.” Thus we should have true 
spectra of motion. 

One may add, that the recent article by Drs. 
H. P. Bowditch arid G. Stanley Hall in the 
Journal of physiology , vol. iii., p. 297 sqq., 
leaves no room to doubt that optical illusions 
of motion of this class do exist, that cannot be 
explained as resulting from visual vertigo, and 
that can properly be called bewegungsnachhil- 
der y at least until we know more about them. 

If, now, the explanation of Helmholtz is not 
Sufficient for all cases, if there are any cases 
Of true bewegungnnaclihilder , then surely they 
cannot be brought in any wise under Professor 
Strieker's extreme theory without a simply 
appalling mass of hypotheses. Such cases are 
insisted upon by Fleischl in the note above 
oited ; and he even notes the curiously contra¬ 
dictory character of the spectra of motion, — 
the presence in them of a motion, without any 
actual transference fVom place to place that the 
eye can follow. They excite him to the rather 
jietulanfc outburst with which his note closes; 
viz., that empfindungen are fundamentally il¬ 
logical, and that the prinoiple of contradiction 
does not hold good for them, but only for their 
more developed relatives, the vorstelluftgen. 
Perhaps, however, our author will insist that 
it was of vorstellungen only that his studies 
treat, and that with such wiofced and illogical 
empfindungen as Fleischrs bewegungsnachbil- 
der he has nothing to do. Yet, if his theory 
is to be complete, he must not be allowed to 
afhriiwfc from its applications. What can he do 
with the own cousins of these illogical phe¬ 
nomena, namely, the chaotic sensations of the 
darkened visual field? Here is for some eyes, 
such aft thfe present reviewer’s, little^ more than 
motion dr change, without any power of die- 
Anguishing what it is that moves- So it is 
Mr. Galton (‘Human flwmltyV p. Ib9}* 
Hftlhiholtzhimself describesj in his oWn cose, 


motions of ‘ two systems of circular waves ad¬ 
vancing towards their centres;' and so, of 
course, there must be for him, in the darkened 
field, motions at the same time in contrary 
directions, that cannot well be explained as the 
result of muscular efforts. A similar experi¬ 
ence is described by Professor LeConte (in his 
book on * Sight,* p. 72) ; and Purkinje’s obser¬ 
vations, as Helmholtz gives them, are also to 
this effect. In all these cases, then, we have 
motions — whether manifold and confused, or 
definite and regular — which, it would surely 
seem, Cannot be explained as resulting from, 
or in any way implying, muscular sensations. 
These cases, then, lie wholly out of Professor 
Strieker's range. 

Yet possibly it may not seem to most readers 
worth while to spend time in refuting the hasty 
generalisation of our author. But the abject 
here is to suggest both the necessary limitation 
and the possible scope of this theory of the 
ideas of motion. Its limited scope seems clear, 
but its very one-sidedness is instructive if we 
look a little closer. It is one-sided, for in¬ 
stance, in the inductive methods used. In case 
of the mental picture of the snow-storm, Pro¬ 
fessor Strieker found his theory in danger of 
failing: so he followed the single snow-flakes 
with the mind’s eye ; and lo ! the theory is veri¬ 
fied , and so throughout. The influence of attend 
tion upon the result is so plain, that the reader 
must have noticed the fact in reading our pre¬ 
vious summary of the book ; and yet this for¬ 
mal error in tiie reasoning does not make the 
result wholly erroneous. If one takes note in 
himself of the facts upon which such stress is 
laid by our author, one will very readily find 
that there is at least this in them ; viz., every 
clearly conceived or perceived objective motion 
tends, just in proportion to the clearness and 
definiteness of perception or of conception, to 
become associated with a certain kind, degree, 
and direction, of muscular effort. That muscu¬ 
lar efforts are involved in mapping out the vis¬ 
ual field ; that we follow every point in whose 
motion we take special interest, and are par¬ 
tially conscious of what we do in following it; 
and that analogous faots exist for the sense of 
touch,—are truths now generally recognized. 
Professor Strieker is interesting as havi ng given 
us an independent, and, in so far forth, un¬ 
prejudiced, contribution to the theory. That it 
has charmed him over much is itself a fact of 
interest for the theory: for it shows how much 
clearer and better Professor Strieker seemed 
to himself to have conceived motions, when 
he had brought their conception into immedi¬ 
ate connection with the facts of the muscular 
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sense; that is, we see hereby how the muscular 
sense, used as the measure of the amount of our 
activity , is for that reason the especial means of 
helping us to build up definite ideas of complex 
facts. Motions we could know, it would seem, 
apart from the muscular sense; but we should 
have no such clear ideas as wo have of the dif¬ 
ferences among motions. Even so it probably 
is with space. We should know of space if we 
were motionless; but we should not know of 
what Mr. Shad worth Hodgson calls figured 
space, — space mapped out as the mathemati¬ 
cian needs to map it out. In fact, the con¬ 
nection of the muscular sense with the simple 
perception of movement, to form the complex 
perception of the defiuite character of the mani¬ 
fold differences between oue movement and 
another, gives us an excellent illustration of 
that general law of mind according to which as 
many originally separate mental facts as possi¬ 
ble are constantly being brought together, in 
order that, from their blending, a new and more 
definite unity may come. Increased complex¬ 
ity of data running side by side with increased 
simplicity of form, —this is the law of mental 
progress ; and so the motions perceived by the 
ure sense of touch become definitely compara- 
le with one another, and with the motions of 
the pure sense of sight, by means of the union 
of both with the data of the muscular sense, 
the whole thus forming the basis for higher 
rational mental processes. 

Professor Strieker’s facts are also useful as 
independent illustrations of certain other allied 
laws that have been elsewhere recognized. For 
instance: the tendency to join the conception 
of a motion with an imitation or nascent imita¬ 
tion of this motion has been before illustrated 
by the phenomena of hypnotism, by the ges¬ 
tures of sensitive and vivacious people, by the 
facts of so-called 4 mind-reading,* and by many 
similar and very common experiences. Pro¬ 
fessor Strieker has attended more to these 
imitative tendencies than most people are 
accustomed to do, and has verified them sub¬ 
jectively for himself. Mr, Galton’s 4 histrionic 
associations * (*- Human faculty,* p. 198) belong 
to the same group of facts. 

Another law, however, is indirectly verified 
by Professor Strieker, as far as his observa¬ 
tions go; and it may be well to mention this 
law here, because, so far as the present writer 
knows, little attention has been devoted to it 
by psychologists. It is the law formulated as 
an aesthetic principle in Lessing’s * Laocobn,’ 
that moving objects, actions, events, can be 
properly described,by the poet In language; 
while things that have to be spoken of arrest¬ 


ing, and, in general, things that are coex¬ 
istent, cannot successfully be represented by 
language. Still more generally stated as a 
practical principle of the rhetorician, the law is, 
that, to describe vividly, one must seize upon 
every element in the object that can be spoken 
of in terms of motion or action, and must 
either neglect or very briefly indicate what¬ 
ever elements cannot so be interpreted. This 
principle explains one use of personifications, 
whether total or partial. The mountains rise 
into the sky, or lift their heads; the lake 
stretches out before one’s sight; the tower 
looms up, or hangs over the spectator, — such 
are some of the more familiar devices of de¬ 
scription. An exception that illustrates the 
rule is found in the case of very bright colors, 
whose interest and comparative brilliancy in 
the mental pictures of even very unimaginative 
persons may make it possible for the descrip-* 
tive poet to name them as coexistent, without 
suggesting motion, particularly if he render 
them otherwise especially interesting. So in 
the well-known description, in Keats’s 4 St. 
Agnes’ eve,* of the light from the stained-glass 
casement, as it fails on the praying Madeline. 
Even here, however, the light falls . And 
color-images, however brilliant, are increased 
in vividness by the addition of the suggestion 
of motion ; as in Shelley's 4 Ode to the west 
wind,’ where 

“ The leaves dead 

Are driven like ghosts from an enchanter fleeing, 

Yellow, and blade, and pale, and hectic red, 

Pestilence stricken multitudes.” 

Much less effective would bo the mention of 
the most brilliant autumn hues apart from 
motion. 

Lessing gave as basis for this theory the 
somewhat abstract statement that language, 
being spoken or read successively, is best fitted 
to portray, the successive. But this is hardly 
the whole story. The modern generalization 
that men and animals alike observe moving 
more easily than quiet objects, in case the 
motion is not too fast or too slow, seems to 
come nearer to offering an explanation. But 
this account is still incomplete; for it will be 
found that we do not always picture mentally 
the motion of an object, even when we try to 
do so. To see a man walk in the mind's eye 
is not always so easy as to picture a man in 
some attitude. Professor Strieker notes that 
his dreatns seldom picture to him actual mo¬ 
tions. In many dreams we must all have 
noticed that the rapid transitions that taka 
place are rather known as motions or altmo¬ 
tions that have happened!, than as changes Mr 
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process of taking place. The present writer's 
own image with Shelley's lines above quoted 
is not so much of dead leaves actually moving, 
as of the leaves rustling, with the sense or 
feeling that they are driven by the wind. The 
words descriptive of motion give, rather, the 
feeling of action connected with the leaves, 
than a picture of movement itself. So, to say 
that the mountains rise is to direct the mental 
eye upwards, rather than to introduce any pic¬ 
ture of objective motion into the mental land¬ 
scape. So, then, it seems probable, that, while 
we notice moving rather than resting things, 
our mental pictures tend to be representations 
of resting attitudes, rather than pictures of 
motion. And the greater vividness which de¬ 
scriptions of motion nevertheless possess would 
seem to be due to the Bense of activit} f that 
they introduce into our ideas of the objects; 
pnd that this sense is connected with the mus¬ 
cular sensations that we are accustomed to 
associate with all clearly perceived motions 
seems both probable in itself, and in some wise 
confirmed by Professor Strieker's observations. 
The whole leads us, in fact, to another probable 


law of mental life; viz., that, since an animal's 
consciousness is especially useful as a means 
of directing his actions, the ideas of actions, 
however they are formed, will naturally be 
among the most prominent elements of the 
developed and definite consciousness. We 
need not make any assertion about the direct 
source of these ideas. Whether the active 
muscular sense is a direct consciousness of 
the outgoing current, or a true sense through‘the 
mediation of ssnsory nerves, the result will 
not affect either Professor Strieker's argument 
or our own suggestions. 

In conclusion it may be well to say, that, if 
psychology were already a developed experi¬ 
mental science, such independent and hasty 
observations and generalizations as our au¬ 
thor’s would hardly be worth discussion. But 
as things are, even very imperfectly conducted 
observations, if they are direct and sincere, 
must be thankfully accepted. Something of 
the same sort may possibly hold good of the 
similarly hasty suggestions that have here been 
thrown together. 

•Tobiah Roycjs. 
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MATHEMATICS. 

Algebraical equations.—M. Walecki, in a note 
presented to the Academic dee science* by M. Her- 
mite, gives a proof of a fundamental theorem in the 
theory of algebraical equations; viz., that every alge¬ 
braical equation has a root. The theorem being evi¬ 
dent for real coefficients, M. Walecki assumes the 
coefficients as imaginary, and writes the first mem¬ 
ber of the equation in the form P-HQ, and also 
makes P(x) = F* + Q a . He considers first the case 
of an equation of odd degree, say p; then it is only 
necessary to prove that the equation F{%) s= 0, of de¬ 
gree %p, has a root. To do this, he writes x = y 4* *, 
and distinguishes the odd part In % from the even 
partln the development of P(p4*t), writing thus: 
F(x) « ri**) + The resultant of f and is 

shown to be a real polynomial of odd degree in y, and 
vanishing for a real value of y. Two cases present 
themselves: viz., one of the functions f or $ may 
vanish Identically; and this can only be for the 
coefficient of the term of highest degree in ^ is not 
itero. Then, f being of odd order, F{x) has a real 
divisor of the second degree. The second case is 
When f is not Identically zero, and when + and Y> 
have a common dlvfqor, F(z) being then decomposed 
into the product of two factor*. The author Shows, 
then, that In either case a divisor of F[x) is obtained 
of Mther the first or second degree, and with real co¬ 
efficients; thtys proving the proposition for an equa- 
tfth of odd order, A similar investigation is given 


for equations of even order. — (Comptes rendu*, March 
19.) T. 0. [409 

A differential equation. —M. Tabbg Aoust has 
here given a method for obtaining the formula giving 
the general integral of the differential equation— 
d n y d nm “ l y 

*"rfj. + Aix ”- 1 , + . . . + Any ~ F(x), 

by aid of a certain multiple definite integral. The 
quantities A\, A t . . . A* are constants. He pro¬ 
poses first to solve the problem of finding a function, 
in terms of another function, \jt; the two functions 
being connected by the relation — 

V»(x) = fffanfyan- 1... f^da^(a n ^n .. 

The process for the reduction of this is by substituting 

successively »i for <tj ai x, z t for a 8 a *«, etc,; and 
finally the expression of $ in terms of ^ is obtained. 
The transition from the solution of this problem 
to the solution of the problem of finding the general 
integral of the given differential equation is then in¬ 
dicated, and the integral given in the form — 

V = s; Hi X* + a - a ~ ~Cin$ a 'f d0 » -«• • • 

JjF (OnOn—l • » • ttiXjdflti. 

The quantities if), 3£% . . * M% are arbitrary con¬ 
stants, and «t, etc., roots of a certain algebraical 
equation. — (Gompte* rendus, March J9.) T. c. (410 
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Effect of frost upon fire-plug casing*. — Mr, 
Allen J. Fuller referred to a general impression that 
the freezing of the earth around fire-hydrants has a 
tendency to gripe fast to tbo frost-jacket, and lift it 
with the expanding or heaving earth, which he de¬ 
nied for the following reasons. 1°. The frozen earth 
slides on the surface of the frost-jacket, because its 
expansion is greater than that of iron. 2°. As the 
expansion of the earth must be in proportion to the 
intensity of the cold, so will it be greater above than 
below a given point: therefore thesflrst foot of frozen 
ground will have a greater upward movement#than 
that which is below Jt, and the second foot greater 
than the third, etc. Thus it will be seen that the 
earth below a given point rises more slowly than 
that above, and its friction is opposed to the one 
above. 3°. If this is true of feet, it is true of inches 
and of portions of an Inch: therefore there is a re¬ 
tardation movement throughout. 4°. The upward 
movement of the ground: the freezing being greatest 
towards the surface, and such movement involving a 
more complete fracture of the earth surrounding the 
frost-jacket, it follows that the friction is less at this 
point than that below It, and in consequence there is 
less power to move upward than downward. Of 
course, the above does not apply to any construction 
that the frost can get beneath. 

Mr. Frederic Graff noted and described the form of 
wooden casing which had been successfully used in 
the early practice of the Philadelphia water-depart¬ 
ment. 

In response to the theory advanced in regard to the 
action of frost In raising the casings of fire-plugs, and 
to the statement that if the base of a structure ex¬ 
tended below the frost-line it would not be lifted, 
Prof. Haupt remarked, that he thought the theory 
was in part sustained by the fact observed by some 
of the district surveyors, and verified by the accurate 
measurements they were obliged to make, that fences 
moved bodily to the south and east in consequence 
of the action of the sun and frost upon the ground on 
opposite sides of them, Hu thought, also, that the 
deductions concerning the immobility of structures 
resting below the frost-line were not fully sustained 
by the facts; as in the north-west, where ice forms 
rapidly, be had heard of numerous instances of piles 
driven for bridges, and extending some distanco below 
the frost-line, having been raised as much as five to 
six inches in a single night; and he conceived the ac¬ 
tion in this case to be similar in kind to that of piles 
driven entirely through solid ground, the only dif¬ 
ference being in the amount of the resistance offered 
by friction and weight of pile. The water* in freezing 
around the pile, acts upon it as a griper or vice; and 
the expansion of the various strata or laminae of 
water, as they become converted into ice, acts as a 
lever to force up the pile. 

Mr. Howard .Murphy did not consider the case cited 
by Prof. Haupt as parallel, as the so-called piles, being 
driven through water and soft mud# were probably 
columns resting upon their bases# and*depending 
but little upon the frictional resistance of the mate¬ 


rial through which they passed. Therefore the eg* 
panslve force upward of the freezing water would be 
opposed by little more than the weight of the pile; 
whereas in a fire-hydrant casing, or other deeply 
planted post, the presumably well-rammed material 
around the whole length under ground would offer 
suck proportional frictional resistance as to cause 
the freezing earth to slide* up the post rather than to 
lift it. If the Ice could be supposed to act downwards 
upon the piles in question, it is hardly likely that it 
would have forced them farther home. — {Eng, club 
Phiiad,; meeting Nov. 3.) [4XX 

An enormous steam ferryboat,—The Solano, 
on the Central Pacific railroad ferry, between San 
Francisco and Oakland, Cal., was built by the Harlan 
& Hollingsworth company of Wilmington, Del. 
The boat is 404 feet long on deck, 406 on the water¬ 
line, 116 feet beam, 0^ feet draught, loaded. The 
tonnage is given as 3,540. The engines are two in 
number, beam-engines working independently, hav¬ 
ing cylinders Qfy inches in diameter, and of 11 feet 
stroke of piston. These engines are each rated at 
2,000-horse power. The boilers are 8 in number, of 
steel, have 19,630 square feet of heating-surface, or 
about 1,500-horse power according to a usual rating 
(12 square feet to the horse-power). The wheels are 
30 feet in diameter, and are fitted with 24 buckets, 
There are four lines of rails on the deck; and 48 
freight or 24 passenger cars can be carried at once. 
— ( Mechanic* s, July 28.) b. h. t. [412 

Surfaoe-oondensers for marine engines. — 
Cadet engineer J. M. Whitham, U.S.N., compares the 
performance of surface-condensers of marine engines 
with the results of a formula for required area of 
surface constructed by him, and deduces a constant 
for usual application. He obtains the expression, — 


8 - 
in which 







8 sb square feet of condenslng-surface, 

W = pounds of steam condensed per hour, 

L *= latent heat of steam of temperature, T, 

T] = temperature of exhaust-steam, 

T* = temperature of feed, 
t = mean temperature of circulating water, 
c = coefficient variable with efficiency of surface# 
fe = conductivity of the metal (556.8 for brass, 642.6 
fot copper). 


He finds the usual vahie of c to be 0,148, He finds 
that this figure may he Increased ten per cent where 
Independent circulating pumps are used. The com¬ 
mon value of c k is taken as 82.2252. An inspection 
of the table of areas in use indicates that the smallest 
areas are very nearly as efficient, as a rule, as the 
greatest. — (Proc. naval inst., lx. 303.) b. h, t. 

Protection of iron from ruefc^ As it has beep 
observed that iron embedded in lime-mortar is hin¬ 
dered trqm rusting, Eiegelmann of Hanau uses a 
paint containing caustic alkaline earth (baryte, ifcmn- 
tia, etCr)#so that the iron may be protected as it la hy 
lime The Quests erftnihmg states th*ta misters 



a C IE NOS 


m 


HbvmiBBB SO, 1888 .] 


of ten per cent of burnt magnesia, or even baryta or 
Stroutia, mixed cold with ordihary Jin seed-oil paint, 
and enough mineral oil to envelop the alkaline earth, 
will protect Iron by its permanent alkaline action, the 
free acid of the paint being neutralized.—(Build, 
notes, Sept. 14.) o. E. o. [414 

Asphalt mortar. — A composition of coal-tar, 
clay, asphalt, resin, litharge, and sand, an artificial 
asphalt, has been used for some years with perfect 
auccesson the Berlin-Stettln railway for wall-copings, 
water-tables, and similar places requiring a water¬ 
proof coating. It is applied cold, like ordinary cem¬ 
ent The space to be covered Is thoroughly dried 
and cleaned, and then primed with hot roofing-var¬ 
nish, the basis of which is also tar. The mortar is 
then spread cold with the trowel, to a thickness of 
three-eighths of an inch. If the area is large, another 
coat of varnish is given, and rough sand strewn on. 
The material Is tenacious, Impregnable to rain or 
frost: a piece exposed four years to the drainage of a 
slope thirty-three feet high is perfectly Bound, and has 
required no repairs. — (Centr.-blatt. bauverw. ) 0^ e. g. 

[415 
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Relative value of soluble and reverted phos¬ 
phoric aoid. —Experiments by Voelcker gave no re¬ 
sult, the differences between the unmanured plots 
being greater than those between manured and un~ 
manured plots. Wildt, in experiments in five differ¬ 
ent places, found in one case that the soluble form 
gave the greatest increase, in three cases no effect 
could be observed from the phosphoric acid In any 
form, and in one case the results were contradictory. 
— ( Biedermann’s centr.-blatt. , xii, 514.) h. p. a. [416 

Influence of quality of seed upon the orop. — 
One of the most important conditions of a successful 
vegetation experiment is uniformity in the seed used. 
With this in mind, Hellriegel has investigated the 
effect of variations in the absolute weight, and in 
the specific gravity of seeds upon the growth of the 
resulting plants. He finds, that, of seeds (of barley) 
having the same specific gravity, the heavier seeds 
produced at first more vigorous plants than the 
lighter. As the plants continued to grow in good 
soli, the differences gradually diminished, until, at 
the time of harvest, they had entirely disappeared. 
When tile plants grew in poor soil, the effect of differ¬ 
ences in the seed was more lasting, and even affected 
the total weight of the crop, differences of specific 
gravity in seeds of thd same Weight produced no rec¬ 
ognizable effect upon the crop.' The stage of ripeness 
of the seeds affected the development of the plants 
in the same direction as it did the absolute weight 
of the seeds; the riper seeds being heavier, and pro¬ 
ducing the most vigorous plants, and the differences 
being most manifest on a poor soil. Essentially the 
««me results were obtained in experiments with po¬ 
tatoes. The attempt Was also made to raise potatoes 
off greater or of less specific gravity* by selection; the 
heaviest or lightest being continually selected for 
teed. The experiment was continued through three 
Seasons, with a negative result (Ibid., xii. 580.) 
it.*. A.' ' [417 


MINERALOGY. 

Albite.—-This mineral usually occurs somewhat 
impure, owing to the presence of small quantities of 
potassium and calcium. C< Baerwald claims to have 
found for the first time a perfectly pure albite from 
Kasb4k, Caucasia, in which no trace of potassium 
or calcium could be detected, and which yielded, on 
analysis, SiO a (08.75). A1*0 3 (19,78). Na*0 (12.29) - 
100.77; gravity, 2,618, This albite is regarded as of 
special Interest In relation to Tschermak’s theory, that 
the soda-lime felspars are all isomorphous mixtures 
of a pure soda felspar (albite, NajAlySieOns) with 
a pure lime felspar (anortbite, CaAI*Si s O«), giving 
a continuous series between the two extremities which 
vary In physical properties. Pure albite not being 
known, on idea of its properties was arrived at by 
calculation, and the author regards it of interest to 
compare the albite from KasbCkwith the theoreti¬ 
cally pure albite of Tschermak. 

Found on albite CAi.cuxi.TKD bt 

fbom Kasb&k. Trcukrimk. 

Gravity.2,618 2,624 

Angle of biue on bmehyplnnaaold, 86* 22', greater tban 86* 26' 

When examined with crossed nicols and sodium 
light, the extinction upon a basal section was found 
to be 2° 17J' on either aide of the t winning-plane; and, 
with a section parallel to the brachypinnacoid, the 
extinction took place at an inclination of 18° 281'. 
These values vary considerably from those arrived 
at by Schuster, respectively 4° 80' and 19°; but the 
author regards his values as especially correct, being 
obtained by experiment on pure material, and not by 
calculation. — (Zeitschr. krysL, viJi. 48.) s. L. p. 

[418 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Arctic*) 

Population of the Chukchi peninsula,—Dr. 

Aural Krause gives a rgmmti of the exploration of 
this district from the middle of the seventeenth cen¬ 
tury, and a discussion of the ethnic relations of its 
people, largely from the observations of himself and 
brother during their late travels. To this is added a 
small ethnological map, showing the distribution of 
the various stocks on either side of Bering Strait; and 
a valuable vocabulary, chiefly of Chukchi words, but 
containing also some words of the Asiatic Eskimo, 
and some recognized as jargon. — (Deutsche geogr. 
blatter, vi. 8.) w. H. *>. [419 

Hydrography of the Siberian Sea. * Otto Fet- 
tersson contributes to the second volume of the * Sci¬ 
entific results of the Vega expedition ’ a study of this 
subject, illustrated by charts of the Kara Sea, and of 
that part of the Arctic Ocean between Novafa Zemlia 
and Bering Strait which has been named the Norden- 
skifild Sea. An Important part of the paper consists 
in the discussion of the movements of the ice in the 
Kara Sea, which, the author concludes, depend less 
on wind and weather tban on the varying amount of 
Warm surface-water which enters the Kara basin in 
different years. This warm water depends largely 
upon the discharge of the great Siberian rivers, and 
differs according to the time when the tee fat them 
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breaks up in different years* As a complement to 
this investigation, may be mentioned a paper on Nor- 
densklold’s explorations, printed by Fr. Schmidt of 
the St. Petersburg academy of sciences, in which the 
author endeavors to clear up some doubtful points in 
the observations made on the Vega voyage, by com¬ 
bining with them the results of explorations by Sau- 
nlkoff, Hedenstrom Anjou, and others. — w. H. D. 

[420 

New chart* of north-east Siberia. —The Hy¬ 
drographic office of the navy department has issued a 
chart of Plover Bay, derived from Russian surveys 
by Maksitovieh, and one of the Anadyr River estpary, 
founded on the surveys of the Telegraph expedition 
in 1865, with corrections by Russian officers on the 
ship Haidemak, in 1875. Following an error of the 
Russian hydrographic office, the title of * Port Provi¬ 
dence 1 is given to the whole of Plover Bay, and the 
latter name to the smaller and included port, In direct 
reversal of the custom of American and other navi¬ 
gators for the last thirty years. — w. H. D. [42X 

Graah’s investigations of X829-30 in Green¬ 
land.— Apropos of Nordenskitild’s Greenland expe¬ 
dition, a very full account of Graah’s voyage, and a 
deserved tribute to his qualities as an explorer, ap¬ 
pears in the last«number of the Deutsche geograph- 
itche blatter . This is doubly useful, as the account 
of the journey originally published has long been 
out of print, and difficult to obtain. The same num¬ 
ber contains a statement and criticism of the hy¬ 
pothesis offered by Nordenskiold in regard to the 
Interior of Greenland, from the pen of Prof. Ber¬ 
gen, whose views have been sufficiently confirmed 
by the results of the voyage, so far as yet made pub¬ 
lic.— W. H. D. [422 

U/Hea.) 

The Portuguese in Africa. —In support of the 
rights claimed by Portugal on the Kongo, and else¬ 
where in the interior of Africa, a memorandum was 
issued, some time since, by the geographical society of 
Lisbon, in which it was claimed for Portuguese ex¬ 
plorers that they had revealed to science precise and 
exclusive information in regard to the orography and 
hydrology of the Dark Continent. The plea of this 
memorandum has been traversed by President Wau- 
ters, of the Royal Belgian geographical society, in a 
very lively and interesting article. Without express¬ 
ing an opinion as to the merits of parties now strug¬ 
gling for supremacy on. the Kongo, attention may be 
called to the manner in which the author shows how 
the characteristics of the hydrology of the interior of 
Africa on ancient charts were derived. Two centu¬ 
ries before the Christian era. Eratosthenes, from id- 
formation obtained on the Ethiopian expedition of 
Ptolemy Philadelphia, described with tolerable accu¬ 
racy the chief features of the river-system of Abys¬ 
sinia, and placed the source of the principal branch 
of the Nile in a lake situated to the southward of 
that country. Ptolemy and the Arabian geographer* 
added other lakes and branches, the detail* of which 
appear to have been based chiefly on rumor and im¬ 
agination* In 1444 certain Abyssinian monks visited 
Rome on an ecclesiastical errand; and, from infor¬ 


mation derived from them, Brother Mauro corrected 
the geography of that part of the Nile basin comprised 
in the Abyssinian watershed, the remainder finding 
Its source on a vast marsh located in the centre of 
the continent. This appeared on his celebrated 
Mappe-monde in 1458. 

According to the author and Father Briicker, the 
curious network of lakes and rivers found on the 
globes of Martin Behaim and medieval geographers, 
which suggest so curiously the lakes and rivers now 
known to exist, were all derived from the sources 
above mentioned. In many cases the names of the 
lakes and towns can be recognized; and In suppressing 
synonymes, and replacing Abyssinian rivers (which 
appear spread over central Africa on such maps) 
where they belong, Che central region of the conti¬ 
nent becomes almost a blank. It was reserved for 
the celebrated De Lisle, in the early part of the last 
century, to sweep from the charts every thing not due 
to actual observation, leaving to Livingstone and his 
successors the occupation of the blank thus made by 
delineating the physical features recognized in these 
modem and only authenticated explorations. — (Buff, 
soc. Belg. gtogr ., ii. 1888.) w. H. ». [423 

BOTANY. 

Synonymy of higher cryptogam#.—The 4 No¬ 
rn end ator der gefiisskryptogamen/ by Carl Salomon, 
gives the genera and species of the higher crypto¬ 
gams, together with their synonymes, and the geo¬ 
graphical distribution of the species, — a work which 
is much needed by students in this department of 
botany.—w. G. F. [424 

Ohio fungi. — The third part of the * Mycological 
flora of the Miami valley,* by A. P. Morgan, has ap¬ 
peared, and Includes the species of Agariclni from 
Ooprinus to Leuzites. The paper is accompanied by 
colored plates of two new species,—Ooprinus aquamo- 
bus and Hygrophorus Lanrae. — ( Journ, Cine, soc. 
nat. hist) w. G. f. [425 

Phyoologia Mediterranea. — In this volume of 
about five hundred large octavo pages, Prof. F. An* 
dissone of Milan describes the Florideae of the Italian 
coast, followed by the Bangiaceae and Dlctyotaceae, 
under the heading Incertae sedis. FronTthe con¬ 
text, however, one understands that the writer con¬ 
siders the two last-named orders to be nearly related 
to the Florideae. The descriptions and synonymy are 
given in full in Latin, and there are many notes in 
Italian on the microscopic structure and develop¬ 
ment. The antheridla of Spyridia are said to be 
unknown. They have, however, been described and 
figured in American specimens of S. fiiamentosa, 
which also occurs in Italy.—w. G. F. [426 

Pollination of Aaolepiaa. — Dr. Taylor apeak* of 
the temporary capture pf flies by A. purpurascens, 
and of the removal of polUnla by them on their es¬ 
cape, and suggests that North-American botanist* 
examine the insects caught on our ascleplad* for the 
peculiar pollen-masses (Sc. gottlp, Sept.). 

Like Apocynum, the milkweeds have long been 
known to catch insects not adapted to fertilize their 
flowers; and irritable movements have several tithes 
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been ascribed to their poUinta or stamen® (e.g., Kirby 
and Spence, 'Entomology,’ 7tUed., 167; Wllldenow, 

* Principles of botany,' 321; Potts, PYoc. Philad. 
acad.) 1878, 203). In reality the insects are captured 
by a purely mechanical action of i the fine V-cleft in 
the saddle of Urn pollen-mass, which seems especially 
adopted to hold the tarsal hairs of insects, especially 
certain Hytnenoptera. 

The poMlnia have been frequently noticed on in¬ 
sects. Bee-keepers often complain that their boos 
become so weighted with them as to be unable to re¬ 
gain the hive, Potts {Proc. Philad. a cod., 1879, 207) 
mentions one bee which bore the remains of thirty 
pollinla; and Bennett (Pop. sc. review, 1873, 343) 
speaks of a butterfly which had eight entire masses, 
and the b&ses of eleven others, on one of its feet. Cu¬ 
rious mistakes have also been made in descriptive 
entomology through a failure to recognize these bodies 
when they have been met with on insects. Savigny, 
in his great work on Egyptian insects { i Hymenoptera,’ 
pi* 11), figures one as an appendage of the maxillary 
palpus of a Larrid; and his figure is copied by West- 
wood (' Modern classif.,* ii. 197), who says (p. 201) that 

* It may possibly be the effect of disease.’ Kcakirt- 
(Proc. ml. soc . Philad ., ii. 357) described them as 
natural appendages of the tarsi of a butterfly, giving 
them the name of eupronychia. If I am not mis¬ 
taken, a species of Mantispa has also been character¬ 
ized by the presence of these pollen-masses; but T am 
unable to refer to the description. 

Among the numerous modern accounts of the pol¬ 
lination of the genus, none Is more thorough thau 
that given by Delplno, in his 4 Fecondazione nelle 
plante antocarpee/ 1867. — w. t. [427 

ZOOLOGY. 

Rare forma of microscopic life.—Dr. A. U, 
Stores recently described and exhibited specimens of 
a new species of Aclneta, a stalked/loricate infuso¬ 
rium. At the same time he called attention to an 
example of the blue Stentor (Stentor ceruleua Eliren- 
berg) which he thought had not been mentioned 
heretofore as found In America. He also announced 
' that he had recently collected the beautiful rotifer, 
Stepauooeros Eichhomil, which, though abundant 
In Europe, appears not to have been previously found 
In this country. Specimens of Salpingooca urceolata 
were also shown, which in no way differed from 
marine specimens. All the above forms of minute 
life were found in Watsop’s Creek, ft small fresh-water 
Stream in Mercer county, N..L — {Trenton not. hist 
soc.; November meeting, 1883.) [428 

XoUnsks. 

Pulmonata of central Asia. — E. von Martens 
publishes a valuable contribution to our knowledge 
t Of central Asiatic Mollusca. The region treated of 
U between the frontiers of China and the Caspian, 
tor which material has been gathered by Prjevalskt, 
Potanin, and Begel. Besides descriptions of new 
forms, it contains a review of the fauna, with a 
titular exhibit of the distribution of the different 
speoteA The central Asiatic Helices are broadly 
; divisible into two groups: the one, characterized by 


reddish mid yellowish tints of coloration, and related 
to the Fruticicola of Europe, is more northern in its 
distribution ; the other, allied to Xerophila, Inhabits 
the Thian-8h&n region, and Is 'distinguished in 
genera] by sharper sculpture and a whitish color. 
Several forms common to the pleistocene and to the 
boreal region are found here, while several sections 
of the Helices not found In the pleistocene are also 
absent from central Asia. The fauna is more nearly 
related to that of the post-tertiary, or northern 
American, than to the existing fauna of middle Eu¬ 
rope. The freeh-f ater snails are European, but Unlo 
Is conspicuous by its absence, A supplement by 
Schacko gives anatomicab details of several species. 
— '(M6m. acad . St PMerhourg , (7), xxx. no. 11.) 
vv. h. i). [429 

Mediterranean oysters. —The Marquis de Gre¬ 
gorio has undertaken a special study of the Mediter¬ 
ranean oysters, recent and fossil. Two short papers 
printod at Palermo give Rome preliminary results; 
among other things determining the existence In a 
living state, on branches of red coral, of the true 
Ostrea cochlear of Poli, believed to have become ex¬ 
tinct. We recall, however, the identification of this 
species some time since, by Dr. Jeffreys and others, 
from specimens attached to a telegraph-cable which 
bad been recovered from great depths for repairs. — 
w. H. I). [430 

Mollusks at the fisheries exhibition. — Dr. J. 
Gwyn Jeffreys prints some notes on the Mollusca 
exhibited! Leaving out oysters* which were well 
represented from Great Britain, the United States, 
ami France, the collections are not remarkable. Brit¬ 
ish Columbia showed a fine example, in spirit, of 
Cryptochiton Stellerl. This species, by the way, 
though rare in European collections, is abundant in 
proper localities from Santa Barbara, Oak, north and 
west to the extreme limit of the Aleutian Islands. 
It Is eaten raw by the natives of Alaska. Norway 
showed a small collection of fine specimens of her mol- 
lusks, aft did the museum of Gothenberg, Sweden. 
The most important and interesting collection was 
that of the Vega, dredged in the Arctic seas from Nor¬ 
way to Bering Strait by Baron Nordenskidld. A mong 
these was a Pleurotoma (from the description, closely 
resembling P. clrcinata Dali, of the Aleutian Islands), 
which Dr. Jeffreys believes to be larger than any other 
known species, and to which he has applied the name 
of P. insignia,— (Ann. may. nat hint., Aug., 188S.) 
w, u. th - [431 

Worm*. 

Notea on worms. — C. Vignier has published a 
preliminary notice of his researches on the annelid 
Exegoiiegemraifera In the Comptes rendus (xevi. 729), 
and promises a full memoir. — W. H. Caldwell gives, 
in the proceedings of the Koyal society of London 
(xxxlv. 371), a preliminary note on the structure"and 

development of Phoronls.-A third preliminary 

publication is that on the development of Bori&sia 
vivipiirii, in the BulhUn ecientiftqv.edu dtpartement du 
Nord (v, 462), by W. Salenaky —In the journal Of 
the Llnnaean society of London <xvli« 78), Dr. T. S. 
Oobbdld describes Llgula Man son 1, n. sp. Twelve 



122 SCIENCE. 


specimen* were found, in a Chinese, lying in the sob- 
peritoneal fascia about the iliac fossae, and behind 
the kidneys ; a single one being found lying free in 
the right pleuraF cavity. They were twelve to four¬ 
teen inches long, and an eighth of an inch broad, 

and come near I.iguia simpliciwima.-H. Grles- 

baeh has given a preliminary report of his observa¬ 
tions on the connective tissue of cestods, as studied 
in Holenophorus. His article appeared in the Biol* 
centralbl. (iii. 24>8).-,1. Poirier found in the In¬ 

testines of Palonia frontalis, from Java, three now 
Araphistomidae, for which he establishes two new 
genera,—Hornalogaster and, Gastrothylax. Three 
species are described and figured ( Butt, hoc. pAllom, 
Parl% (7), vil. 74),—J, Chatin reports a few ob¬ 
servations on the histological alterations occasioned 

in man by trichinosis (Ibid., 107).-The larvae of 

Gordius occur both in fishes and in many Insect- 
larvae. Iti opposition to Villot, von Linstow main¬ 
tains that the insects ard the real hosts, and the 
parasites are present In fishes only' accidentally, from 
their feeding on Infested insects. — {Zoot, caw., vl. 
378.) o, h. m. [432 

VERTEBRATES. 

Direot irritability of the anterior column* of 
the spinal oord. — Mendelssohn, in the present pa¬ 
per, states that he has repeated all of the experiments 
of Fick upon the Irritability of the anterior columns, 
and obtained similar results. In his own experiments, 
special efforts were made to prevent any escape of 
current on stimulating. The spinal cord was laid 
bare in its whole extent, and Isolated from the sur¬ 
rounding parts by caoutchouc. The anterior and 
posterior columns of the cord were stimulated just 
below the brachial plexus, which had been previously 
divided; and the movements of the gastrocnemius 
muscle which resulted were registered upon a myo¬ 
graph. In some cases the anterior portiori of the 
cord was completely separated from the posterior by 
a section running from the origin of the sciatic to 
the cervical cord. It was found In all cases that the 
reaction of the anterior columns was shorter than 
that of the posterior columns; that Is, the time be¬ 
tween stimulation of the cord and contraction of the 
gastrocnemius was less in the first case than in the 
second, the difference In time varying from 0.01 to 
0.026 of a second. Assuming that the contraction 
resulting from stimulation of the posterior columns 
is reflex, then that resulting from stimulation of 
the anterior columns must be direct. — (Arch* onof. 
physiol, 1888, 281.) w. a H. [433 

Fishes. 

Sudden inoreaae of a rare sunfish. — Professor 
A. C. Apgar recently referred to the results of a fish¬ 
ing-excursion in central Slew Jersey. He found that 
the hitherto rare species of sunfish (MesogonUtias 
chaetodon) was remarkably abundant, and in a short 
time gathered seventy-five specimens, Where here¬ 
tofore the common spotted sunfish (Enneacanthus 
simulons) and the still more abundant * pumpkin- 
seeds ’ (Lepomis gihbosus) have been tile characteris¬ 
tic species, these now appear to be largely crowded 


out by the small banded sunfish, which but a short 
time ago was only to be found In scanty numbers 
and in very limited localities. — (Trenton naL hist* 
soc.; November meeting, 1883.) [434 

Birds. 

Anatomy of Blaiura.—From the dissection of 
two males of B. lobata, Mr. Forbes finds that this 
duck forms an exception in that Its trachea is simple, 
and devoid of a bulla, and that a subgular pouch, 
comparable-to that of the bustards, exists. The 
amblens tendon perforates the patella, as in Pha- 
lacrocorax and the Hcsperornis of Marsh. — (fVoc* 
zool ftoc . Lend 1882, 466.) J. A. J. 1435 

Does the Carolina wren mimic ? — Or. C. O. 
Abbott read a short paper on the habits of the Caro¬ 
lina, or mocklng-wren (Thryothoru* lmlovicianus). 
He had carefully studied a pair of these birds for a 
year, seeing the male bird at least three times each 
week, from September to September. In all that 
time he had never hoard the male bird utter a note 
not distinctively its own. Prof. Austin C. Apgar 
remarked that he had been familiar with the song of 
this wren for years, but had not heard It mimic; yet 
in all works on ornithology that refer to this species 
it is called the mocklng-wrpn; and the habit Is more 
or less referred to by Wilson, Audubon, and by Baird, 
Brewer, and Ridgway, in their * History of North- 
AniSrican birds/ — (Trenton naL hist. soc.; meeting 
Sept. 10.) [436 

The tongues of Tenuirostres. — Xu this paper, 
Gadow describes the modifications of the tongue 
which adapt It for sucking. The basal portion of the 
tube Is formed by the rolling-up of the tongue, while 
the tip is formed by the rolllng-up of the divided per-. 
tion. In the Melaphagidae the end is broken up 
dichotomously into several tubes, and only the exter¬ 
nal borders of the tubes are laclnated. In the Hecta- 
rinilnae the end is formed of only two tubes, and 
the internal edge is lacinated. In the hummers the 
tongue Is double to near the base. Home peculiari¬ 
ties of the serpl- and mylo-hyoid muscles are men¬ 
tioned. We notice that the author gives the anterior 
cornua of the hyoid apparatus as obsolete, though be 
describes the os entoglossum as double. From ibis 
we Infer that he has forgotten that the ossa entoglowa 
are the anterior cornua.— (Froc. zoQL soc., 1383, 
62.) j. a. a. ' [43ff 

Innervation of the movements of the iris. — . 
In the reflex narrowing of the pupil, which takes 
place when the eye is exposed to light, it has been 
generally accepted that the afferent fibres concerned 
it} the act follow the same general course as that taken 
by the rest of the fibres of the optic n*m v p*ssing 
along the optic tracts to a centre somewhere in the 
neighborhood of the corpora qoadrlgemina. Becfc* ■■ 
terew has shown that this is not the case. Section of 
the optic tracts in various places, from the chiasm* 
to the corpora geniculate* causes ho dilatation el; : 
the pupil, and does no4 interfere with the wllexh»: 
rowing of the pupil when exposed to Ught Injury 
of the corpora geniculate and of the oorpm*quadcH 
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gemma, so long as the lesion In the latter case does 
not extend so deep as to involve the origin of the 
oculomotor nerves, gives the same result Lesions 
of the gray matter of the lateral and posterior walls 
of the third ventricle, on the other hand, cause a 
Widening of the pupil, and a loss of the ‘ direct J light 
reflex in the eye of the same side. If, however, the 
eye on the uninjured side Is exposed to the light, a 
narrowing of the pupil of both eyes takes place, 
appearing to show that the lesion lias involved only 
the afferent fibres, and not the reflex centre. The 
author’s view of the path of the fibres la, that they 
leave the optic nerve at the cbinsma, pass directly 
into the gray matter of the walls of the third ven¬ 
tricle, and end finally each In the nucleus of the oc¬ 
ulomotor nerve of its own side. The fibres do not 
cross anywhere in their course, since lesions of either 
.side affect only the corresponding eye; and a sagittal 
section of the floor of the ventricle or of the chiasma 
is without effect. The nuclei of the oculo-motor 
nerves ho considers as the true centres for the reflex; 
and the commissural fibres connecting these nuclei 
explain the occurrence of the indirect reflex, that is, 
the narrowing of one pupil when the pupil of the 
other eye Is exposed to light. The dilatation of 
the pupils which follows painful stimulation of any 
portion of the periphery of the body cannot be owing 
to stimulation of fibres running in the sympathetic; 
place, in the first place, the widening is not maximal, 
as it is when the sympathetic is directly stimulated, 
and, in the second place, this reflex is entirely de- 
, atroyed when a deep section is wade behind, or in the 
posterior part of, the corpora qiuulrigeroiiia. lie ex¬ 
plains the action of painful stimuli as an inhibition 
of the normal light reflex contraction of the pupil. 


'rhe pathological reflex paralysis of the iris, which 
occurs in certain diseases, In which the Iris does not 
respond to stimulation of the eye by light or ,to pain¬ 
ful stimuli of the body, is owing, he thinks, to an 
affection of the gray matter of the third ventricle. 
— (Pauper's arcMv, xxxi, 60.) w. h. it. [438 

anthropology. 

Languages and ethnology. — In a recent com¬ 
munication, Gustav Oppert proposes to divide lan¬ 
guages, according to the mental propensity towards 
concreteness or abstractness possessed by the various 
races, and exhibited in their speech, into concrete and 
abstract languages. The concrete division is again 
separated Into the heterologous (having special words 
when persons of different sex address each other), 
and homologous (males and females use the same 
words as if addressing their own sex). The abstract 
division is separated Into digeneous and trigeneous. 
In the former all things are either masculine or 
feminine: in the latter there are three genders. 
Each division is again subdivided into three classes, 
as follows: 1°. Elder and younger relatives have 
special terms, sex denoted by the words 4 male’ and 
‘female,’ or by modulation; 2°, Having special terms 
for elder brother and elder sister, hut one in common 
for younger biother and younger sister; 3°. Having 
four distinct terms for each variety of kinsh^>, 
Ttepresenting the concrete and abstract by C and A, 
their classes by a and ft, and their groups by 1, 2, 
and 3, and the monosyllabic, incorporative, euphon¬ 
ic, euphonic inflectional, alliteral, agglutinative, ag¬ 
glutinative inflectional, dissyllabic inflectional, Inflec¬ 
tional synthetical, and inflectional analytical, by I., 
II., III., IV., V., VI. f VII., VIII., IX., and X.. any 
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1 Greek, 
[Latin, etc. 

►. * 

,, 1 

awOyi,'»j 








( Italian, 

A 1 

- * 

es 

y -• _ ■ 




- ■ i 
! 


! Herman, 

/ English', eta. 
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language may be indicated, as in chemistry, by a sym¬ 
bol ; as, 0/31II. = Corean, Tibetan, etc, — (Joutn, tm- 
throp. Inst., xiii. 32-52.) o. t. m. [439 

Muakoki strategy. — The following method of 
Indian stratagem Is told for the first time by Mr. 
H. S. IUlbert. When a small party of Muskokls 
wished to attack a Choctaw village, they would ar¬ 
range themselves in ambush at convenient intervals 
to within three hundred yards of the village. The 
bravest man would now crawl up as near the vil¬ 
lage as practicable, dig a pit and place himself in 
it, where ho would wait until daybreak. The first 


Choctaw whom he then saw stirring about near hW 
ambuscade he would shoot down, spring forward, and 
scalp him in the twinkling of an eye. He would then, 
flee toward the second ambuscader. If he was pur** 
sued, which was generally the case, the pursuer re¬ 
ceived the Are of this ambuscader. The two warriors j 
then fled to the third man In ambush. If the pursu- , \ 
ers still followed, they received the fire of this man. 
The three now ran to the fourth ambushed warrior, 
where the same scene was enacted; and so on until 
the place of the last man was reached. — (Amer. an* 
tig., v. 277.) J. w, P. ^ [440 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

Geological snmy. 

Paleontology, — Mr. Lester F. Ward, paleobotanlst. 
of the survey, is at work preparing a catalogue of 
fossil plants, with their geological relations, which 
wilt probably be published during the coming spring. 
Fifty-one boxes of Fort Union fossil plants, collected 
bgrMr. Ward near Glendive, Montana, last July, have 
been received at the office of the survey. 

A paleontological report on tlie paleozoic fossils of 
the Eureka district of Nevada, by Mr. Charles D. 
Walcott, is almost ready for the press. The number 
of paleozoic fossils from this district exceeds four 
hundred species. 

During the month of October a large number of 
Potsdam fossils from Saratoga, N.Y., and some Tren¬ 
ton fossils from Trenton Falls, N.Y., wore added to 
tJie collections in the hands of Mr, Walcott, who has 
charge of the department of paleozoic paleontology. 

One of the papers In the fourth annual report 
of the survey is *A review of the North-American 
fossil Ostreidaa,’ by Dr. C, A, White. It will be 
illustrated by forty-eight full-page plates of figures, 
giving figures of all the leading species of fossil 
forms of oysters, and of the leading varieties of 
Osfcrea virginica, for comparison. For it, also, Pro¬ 
fessor Angelo Hetlprin furnishes a revised catalogue 
of the tertiary oysters; and Mr, John A. ltyder adds 
a concise life-history of the common oyster, illustrat¬ 
ing its anatomy, and giving the results of his recent 
experiments in the artificial propagation of oysters. 

PhemMry, — A laboratory, to be in charge of Prof. 
F. W. Clarke, is being organized in connection with 
the survey. Heretofore the chemical work of the 
survey has been done at various laboratories scattered 
through the country, and at the field-laboratories at 
Denver, Salt Lake City, and San Francisco. A labo¬ 
ratory for physical experiments will probably be es¬ 
tablished in connection with the chemical division. 

West- Virginia for entx. — During September and Oc¬ 
tober, Col, George W, Shutt examined the southern 
and eastern portion* of West Virginia with especial 
referencctothe distribution of timber, its economic 
value, and the facilities of transportation to market 


tid the streams of the region. He travelled over a 
thousand miles by wagon, and two hundred on horse¬ 
back, and expresses the opinion that nearly one-half 
of the state is covered with a virgin forest, the value 
of which, if rendered marketable, would amount to 
billions of dollars. 

Geology . — In making an excavation a few weeks 
ago for a building on Connecticut Avenue, in thd 
north-western section of Washington, D.C., the 
Interesting discovery was made of the remains of a 
subterranean forest. The fact was mentioned at the 
meeting of the Biological society of Washington, Nov, 

2, by Professor Lester F. Ward; and, from the excel¬ 
lent preservation of the wood, the opinion was ex¬ 
pressed that it was simply a collection of drift-wood 
that had been washed into a ravine in comparatively ' 
recent time. Mr, W. J. McGee of the Geological 
survey, who has been working up the geological' 
structure of the District of Columbia for some time, 
had also examined the locality in question, and was 
of the opinion that the deposit was of quaternary or 
prequaternary age, A few days after the meeting of 
the Biological society, above mentioned, he, with 
Profevssor Ward, Mr. G. K, Gilbert, and Mr. J. B. Mar* * 
cou, re-examined the buried forest; and Mr. McGee 1 * 
opinion was confirmed, — the stratum was found to 
underlie the quaternary gravel* of the district. The 
occurrence is of Intqpest, since the slightly altered 
wood undoubtedly represents the end of the long 
interval extending from the cretaceous to the begin¬ 
ning of the quaternary, during which the lignite beds 
and Iron-ore deposits, so common in the region, were; 
formed. ; \ 

FuMict»£fo»«. ~*The survey has just issued a.mis¬ 
cellaneous work, one of a series of statistical papers, 
which is distinct from the Monographs and Bulls* ‘ 
tins, but, like them, is for sate at cost price (fifty cents 
in this case). The title of this work Is, 4 Mineral 
resources of the United States,’' by Albert WIlllainkL 
jun., chief of division of mining statistics and tech* 
noiogy. In it* 813 pages It gives th* statistics Of jay 
mineral production for the year ending June>!8$S, 
and also a mass of Information in relation fbft 
production of coal, petroleum, iron, copper, 
zinc. It Ohio treats of bulldlng-stonoa, 
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vet#, etc., and gives lists of the useful minerals of 
. $fce United States, with localities, and concludes with 
from the new tariff relating to Import duties 
ppon chemical products, metals, mineral products, 
etc, It will therefore be seen that the work is of 
practical value; and this fact Is also Indicated by the 
demand for it, which comes largely from miners and 
, mine-owners, particularly from the west, 

Bulletin no, 2 of the survey is also by Albert 
Williams, jun. Its title is, 1 Gold and silver conver¬ 
sion-tables, giving the coining values of Troy ounces 
Of fine metal, and the weights of flue metal repre¬ 
sented by given sums of United States money,’ It 
is a pamphlet of eight pages, and is of especial value 
.to assayers and bullion-dealers. 

The third annual report is printed, and waiting 
for a few of the illustrations. The fourth annual 
report, with the exception of the index; is In type. 
Both these reports will probably be issued early dur¬ 
ing the forthcoming year. 

Dutton’s * Tertiary history of the Grand Cafton 
district, with atlas ? (volume ii, of the Monographs of 
the strrvey) has been distributed to European institu¬ 
tions, and will now be distributed to American insti¬ 
tutions. 

Volume Hi. of the Monographs, ‘Geology of the 
Comstock lode and Washoe district,’ with atlas, by 
George F. Becker, is being delivered to the survey 
by the government printer, and will soon bo ready 
for distribution. 

The Monographs of the survey are not for gra¬ 
tuitous distribution. They can only be distributed 
through a fair exchange for books needed in the 
library of the survey. Copies over and above the 
Humber needed for such exchange are for sale. The 
price of volume ll. is $10.12* and of volume Hi*, $11. 


NOTES AND NE WAY 

Tho&k who are interested in our leading article 
this week will bo pleased to learn, that, Id his will, 
Barrnnde bequeathed his collections, library, and un¬ 
distributed copies of bis publications, to the museum 
at Prague. He further provided for the continuation 
of his work bv a bequest of ten thousand florins to the 
museum, which, by its acceptance, pledges itself to 
fulfil his wishes, Drs. Krejfcl, EriS, KoHska, Pracb- 
ettsh#, and Bellot were appointed by him a commis¬ 
sion to see that his designs are carried out; and Drs. 

: Wakgcn and Novtfk, well-known paleontologists, des- 
' to execute the work,“-the former to com¬ 

plete the ‘ colonics,’ gasteropoda, and echlnoderms; 
4^ latter, the bryoseoans and corals. 

1 : "The museum proposes to establish a Barraude fund 
fpr supporting further studies on the Silurian forma- 
ttoa oi Bohemia; and any gifts th$t may come from 
v A&brtoalbr that purpose would, we are assured, be 
') deemed particularly valuable. The editor of Science 
#I|^pl«ised to forward to, the museum at Prague 
r'Wf oontjributlorkS that; American naturalists may 
and to acknowledge the same in these 


— Sir Charles William Siemens died in London, 
Nov. 20. He was born at Leu tho, in Hanover, in 
18241* From 1844 he resided in England. In 1858 he 
established, with his brother, the firm which has be¬ 
come famous through the telegraph-cables they have 
made. For ten years (1853-03) Dr. Siemens was 
engaged on the regenerative gas-furnace, and since 
that time his methods of manufacturing steel have 
met with the greatest success. 

— Information has been received from Sunda Straits, 
giving details of the hydrographical and topograph¬ 
ical changes due to the great Java earthquake. These 
seem to 4 be less extensive than heretofore reported by 
the press. Commander 1\ F. Harrington, U.S.N., 
reports the hills ami trees in the vicinity of St. Nich¬ 
olas Point covered with ashes, but otherwise un¬ 
changed, The soundings here remain the same, The 
sea has rushed through the valleys of Thwartway 
Islarid, tearing away the vegetation, and leaving the 
low land bare; and, from a distance, tlie&e breaks in 
the forest give it the appearance of live Islands, but 
there is no change in the shore-line or soundings. 
The same is true of Anjcr, where the base of the 
lighthouse at Fourth Point, and the buoys of the sub¬ 
marine cable, are the only monuments of that populous 
town. The plains have been swept by the sea, and 
show' only uprooted palms, and ghastly relics of the 
inhabitants. Krakatoa volcano appeared active; but 
on a nearer approach it was found that the appear¬ 
ance resulted from ashes, etc., falling down the pre¬ 
cipitous cliffs, and carried off by the wind. 

The north-western part of Krakatoa Island has 
disappeared. The immense mass which is mhslng 
seems to have formerly been the choked-up crater; 
and its material has probably modified the sea-bottom 
northward from Us place. No bottom could be found 
in the vacant spot with twenty fathoms of lipe* Prior 
to the eruption, Verlatcn and Lang islands were cov¬ 
ered with verdure. Their contour has been but 
slightly changed, but they are covered with scoria. 
A small island has formed eastward from Verlatcn. 
The Polish Hat has disappeared, and where it stood 
is more than twenty fathoms wale*. A new rock, 
about twenty feet in height, lias risen in eight fath¬ 
oms, near the southern point of Lang Island, The 
channel south from Bezee Island has been closed to 
navigation by reefs ami islets not yet surveyed. From 
the northern end of the island a reef extends in a 
north-westerly direction, apparently teonnecting with 
other islands to the westward. 

The whole coast of Java between Second and Fourth 
points has been swept clean by the sea, but there is 
no essential change in the shore-line and soundings. 
Masses of floating pumice are wedged in Lampong 
Bay, and interrupt communication with Tolok Be¬ 
long. The lighthouse at Java Head remains undis¬ 
turbed, as does that at Flat Point. Other dangers 
may be developed on a careful survey, but the main 
gate of the Strait# of Sunda seems unimpeded. 

—Mr. W. F. Denning of Bristol, Eng., noting the 
fact that accounts of large meteors form a frequent 
subject of correspondence in the columns of scientific 
journals, but that it is not often the case that the 
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description ft of these phenomena are sufficiently ex¬ 
act to be valuable for purposes of calculation, suggests, 
in a letter to the editor of Nature , the proper methods 
of useful observation of these bodies. Hough esti¬ 
mates of the direction ami position of flight are of 
little utility; and the vague statements often made 
occasion an endless source of difficulty in the satis¬ 
factory reduction of results, The observers of large 
meteors should attend scrupulously to that, most es¬ 
sential detail, the direction of flight, and express it by 
some method of uniformity. Ii\ place of the custom¬ 
ary vague and variable rnathods»of description of the 
apparent paths of these Wodles, Mr. Donning suggests 
that observers uniformly give the right ascension and 
declination of the beginning and end points of the 
visible paths, —elements which admit of ready deter¬ 
mination by projecting the observed flights upon a 
star-chart or celestial globe, and reading them off. 
This system would render the after-comparison of 
observations a work of greater facility ami precision. 
Though the direction of flight iR the all-important, 
element to be determined by meteor-observers, some 
minor points — an the time of appearance, brightness, 
and approximate duration — should be recorded when¬ 
ever feasible; also whether the body Is accompanied 
by phosphoric streaks, or sparlc-tralns. If this were 
done more systematically, the observations of fire¬ 
balls would acquire additional value, and quite pos¬ 
sibly might develop some new facts cither as to their 
appearance or origin. 

— Mr. Thomas Gaffield read a pajter on glass and 
glass-making, illustrated by specimens, at a meeting 
of the Society of arts of the Massachusetts institute 
of technology, Nov. 22. 

— At the meeting of the Portland, Me., sooiety of 
natural history, Nov. IP, the president, Dr. Wood, 
gave account of the unearthing of bones of some 
unknown animal from a peat-bed on Ragged Island, 
Casco Hay, by Oapt. Thomas Skolfield in 1885. 
Eighty-live feet In length of vertebral bones were 
taken out and thrown away, The head and tail were 
not uncovered, and the animal was estimated to be 
a hundred and ten feet long. No ribs were found, 
and no marks of rib attachment appeared qn any of 
the vertebrae, which wore hard and smooth, Only 
four bones were saved: two were given to the Port¬ 
land society, but were burned in 1854; the other two 
have been lost sight of, but were said to have been 
taken to the Philadelphia academy in I83fl or 1887, 
by a Mr. Ooolidgo. Of the two given to the society, 
the large one was unquestionably a vertebra: Its 
length was from fourteen to sixteen inches; its diam¬ 
eter, nine or ten inches on the articular faces, and 
eight midway. The other bone was limpet-shaped, 
four or five inches in diameter and height. The shape 
and slxe of these bones are well remembered by mem¬ 
bers of the society, and Oapt. Skolfield; and the story 
of the last is well vouched by many others. 

Two unsuccessful attempts have been made by the 
society to unearth more bones. Another trial will be 
made next season. 

— On the retfremerrt of Mr- It Bering from the 
presidency of the XDrfn«ef»’ chib of Philadelphia, at 


the close of its fifth year, he gave a summary of recent 
progress (Proc. mg. club Philad ., 111.). The work of 
the 1 ate IT. SJ. board appointed to tost,iron, steel, and 
other metals, was referred to; and It was stated that 
there was at least some possibility that its work may 
be In time resumed. The chief of ordnance recom¬ 
mends that an appropriation of ten thousand dollars 
be made by Congress for the purpose, as urged by the 
convention of the societies of x:lyll, mechanical, and 
mining engineers. The differentiation of the pfdfes- 
sion into the several branches, — civil, mechanical, 
mining,— and the subdivision of these into special* 
ties, were considered as marking the tendency of re¬ 
cent change. Inventions are coming forward with 
Increasing number and rapidity, but It is becoming 
each day more evident that they are all the products 
of growth and of gradual development. No new 
thing comes into use at once fully perfected. Of 
accomplished work, the East-river bridge, with Its 
span of 1,595 feet, suspended 13b feet above the water; 
our Kinseua viaduct at Bradford, 2,052 feet long, 
spanning a valley 302 feet below it; the Henderson 
bridge over the Ohio, of 525 feet span; and the great 
bridge to be built over the Firth of Forth, — are among 
the most marvellous. The great canals in progress, 
or proposed, — that in Florida, opening the Kickpo- 
chee Hake; the interoceanic canal through the Isth¬ 
mus nf Panama; the great Sirhund canal in India, 
500 miles long; the Corinth canal in Greece; and the 
Manchester ship-canal, — are evidences that the days 
of canals arc but just commencing. The United 
States boast to-day 110,000 miles of railroad, and are 
building over 30 miles per day, and earning $550 per 
mile. Locomotives for the Pennsylvania railroad are 
built weighing over 00 tons, and make 00 miles In 80 
minutes. Electricity is At competitor, which, how¬ 
ever, is not likely at once to displace steam on the 
rail. Heat and steam supplied from a central station, 
as at Now York, where the New-York steam com¬ 
pany are preparing to work 10,000-horsc power of 
Babcock & Wilcox boilers, 2,000-horse power of which 
are constantly at, work, is a promising Illustration of 
advance. Electricity similarly distributed, —as by 
the Edison company and the Brush company, — and 
the telephone, arc the latest of these achievements 
of the profession. Sanitary engineer!ng, although the 
most essential of all, seems to be the last to come in, 
and is but now beginning to take its place. 

— Since the article In this number on crystal* Ip 
the bark of forest-trees was in page, the writer has 
seen a recent work, Anatomic tier Baumrinden, Bar- ; 
1 in,*1882, Dr. Joseph Moeller, in which the subject Is; 
fully treated and richly illustrated. 

— Microscopists will regret to learn of the death 
of Mr. Robert B. Tolies at Boston, on the nth, At" 
the age of sixty-one. No one has done more th|iik : 
he to raise the standard of excellence of American 
objectives for the microscope; and hi* ingenuity in 
devising special methods to overcome particular dtiffi- ' 
cuIUes is known to all who have tested his j^ow^s. 
He has been in feeble health for several years, 
continued to work with astonishing vigor and 

??;; -yv,.:; 
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JOACHIM BARRA NDE. 

' II., UIB SCIENTIFIC WOKK. 

The influence of Barrande upon science in 
this country and throughout Europe has been 
of the first importance ; and he lias done much 
for the reputation of many of our investigators 
by his careful attention to their works, and his 
respectful quotations. He recognized the work 
especially of Dr. E. Emmons, and gave him 
the credit of being the discoverer of the pri¬ 
mordial fauna, which Emmons had previously 
published as being in the Taconic system. 
Barrandc thus ranged himself, during the cele¬ 
brated Taconic controversy, on the side of Dr. 
Emmons, and his principal supporter in this 
country, Professor Jules Marcou. One of M. 
Barrande's most remarkable discoveries related 
to what he has called ‘colonies.’ According 
to him, certain characteristic fossils appeared 
sporadically in the faunas preceding those to 
whioh they properly belonged; and he deduced 
from this the result that two faunas having 
some identical species, but existing in different 
parts of the world, were not necessarily contem¬ 
poraneous because of this fact, but might, in¬ 
deed, be very distinct in age. These views are 
strongly supported by Professor Jules Maroou 
in this country, who states that he has dis¬ 
covered Similar colonies in the.rocks of the 
Taconic, underlying the Potsdam at Swanton 
arid PhiUipsburg; and is opposed principally 
! by English authors upon the grounds that the 
evidence was stratigraphically defective. Bar- 
rande's reply to this, which he was preparing 
at the time of his death, has not yet been pub- 
lished, The theory has the support of the 
^ geologists of Vienna, especially Haidinger, 
dfredor of the Imperial museum, whom Bar- 
rande quotes upon the titlepage of each of his 
; books upon the‘ colonies/ 

fVom IBM to die present time, rile smaller 
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publications of this voluminous and accurate 
writer must have reached nearly a hundred. Of 
these, between seventy and eighty were made 
to learned bodies, and from sixteen to twenty 
w ere pamphletsnmd books of octavo size: some 
of tjiese were abridgments of his larger vol¬ 
umes. In the latter series, his 4tudes^ extraots, 
etc., he published over three thousand pages 
and fcwenfc 3 '-uine plates. Of these, his ‘ Cephal- 
opodes, Etudes g6n£rales,’ was the most impor¬ 
tant to the general student. Ilia grand work, 
the publication of which was begun in 1852, 
and is not yet finished, has already reached, 
as we have said, the number of twenty-two 
quarto volumes. These treat of the Trilobites 
and Crustacea, 1,582 pages, 84 plates; Cepha¬ 
lopoda, 3,600 pages, 544 plates; Brachio- 
poda, 226 pages, 153 plates; Acephala, 342 
pages, 361 plates; and he announces as having 
already completed over 100 plates of the Gas¬ 
teropoda, which have not yet appeared. This 
makes the enormous number of 5,750 pages of 
text in quarto, and 1,148 plates already issued, 
which we estimate as containing about eighteen 
thousand figures of fossils of the finest exe¬ 
cution. 

Barraude published large editions of his 
smaller works, which he distributed with a free 
hand to many institutions and scientific men; 
but of his larger works, the edition, probably 
on account of the expense, was limited to two 
hundred and fifty copies. The larger number 
of these he also gave away to scientific insti¬ 
tutions and to individual geologists, and it is 
estimated tlmt he did not receive in return as 
much as the actual cost of three of the large 
volumes. 

The Gasteropoda, Echinodermata, Bryozoa, 
and miscellaneous fossils still remain unpub¬ 
lished; though over a hundred plates of the 
Gasteropoda were completed, and the text was 
being printed, at the time of his death. 

The number of species described amount to 
thirty-six hundred. When we reflect that each 
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of these had to be studied, and handled over 
and oyer again many times, before reaching the 
final stages of classification, description, and 
illustration, we are amazed at the industry and 
capacity required to do all this scientific work 
single-handed. Barrande, unlike other volumi¬ 
nous authors, had no collaborators. With the 
exception of an amanuensis, draughtsmen, 
mechanical preparators, and mere collectors, 
he did all of this vast work. * A careful and 
comprehensive system was followed in every 
volume, and in the descriptions of each species; 
so that, when one has mastered the intricacies 
of this, he can at once find every thing relating 
to the history, literature, structure, relations 
in time, and geographical distribution, of any 
species or group. 

Finally, in the cephalopoda, the parts and in¬ 
ternal structures for wliich this fossil type is 
remarkable, as well as the embryo shells and 
their characteristics, are followed out in the 
same way. We will speak more at length of 
this type, partly because it was the favorite and 
most fruitful field of research of this eminent 
author, and was selected by him as the strong¬ 
hold from which to attack the theory of evo¬ 
lution, and partly because we have no space 
to do justice to other departments, where he, 
however, made important discoveries; as, for 
example, among the trilobites. With infinite 
labor he succeeded in getting series showing 
the stages of growth of some species among 
these ancient Crustacea, and taught us that it 
was possible to study their development even 
in the Silurian period. Barr a tide's efforts have 
been frequently referred to as if he were one 
of what we might call the numismatic school 
of geologists, who study animal fossils as if they 
were medals, uscfhl principally to* verify the 
date and place of formations. On the con¬ 
trary, his technical labors had a distinctly ideal 
purpose, — the investigation of the evidences 
for and against the theory of evolution. His 
education and consequent psychological con¬ 
dition placed him in opposition, and, in spite 
of his honest Oflorts to treat the subject fairly, 
controlled his classifications, and warped his 
judgment. The Cuvierian form of "anfchropo- 
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morphology was his faith; and he failed, as 
have most great executive men, in realising 
the dangers of his own mental training, and 
the need of correcting the personal equation. 

The facts, however, were strong enough 
even to meet his requirements in some of the 
groups Im studied ; yet he ended by admitting 
that evolution must, in part at least, be true. 
He believed that the different types were mirac-* 
ulously created, but that the smaller series 
which he had traced might have been evolved 
within certain well-defined limits, fixed accord¬ 
ing to the plans of an infinite intelligence, 
which it was hopeless to try to understand. 
He was also deficient in that sort of zoological 
knowledge which is aoquired only by research 
among existing animals, and a familiarity with 
their modes of development, anatomy, and 
habits. This explains the apparent inconsis¬ 
tencies which show themselves in his text: — 
the continual admission of transition forms be¬ 
tween different species and smaller groups, and 
yet the perpetual denial of the probable former 
existence of any such transitions between what 
he considered distinct types, whenever he could 
not actually find them; his comparisons be¬ 
tween the Silurian and recent Nautili, which he 
supposed to be very similar, when in reality 
only their adults are similar, the young shells 
and their developmental stages being widely 
different; his singular opinion that species like 
these Silurian Nautili, and other forms, which 
seemed to him put of place and also inexplicable 
on account of their structure, had been sot in the 
geological record as intentional exceptions, to 
teach man the divine origin of this apparently 
modified chaos of gradations. Barrande qrider- 
stood, and gave a fair statement of, the ordt* 
nary views of evolutionary embryologists on 
p. 74 of his 4 fctudes g&uSraies, Cephalopoda#/ 
and represented a naturalist of this stamp inves¬ 
tigating the embryos of the fossil NautUoidea* 
After finding all the forms of the group from 
the Silurian to the present time arith the same 
type of apex or young, he would then neces¬ 
sarily draw from this embryo a picture of the 
lost prototypical ancestor of all the Nautiloi- 
dea. Xu his next steps he would find v Jh# 
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adults of transition forms from Nautiioidea to 
Ammonoidea, and set down his convictions 
that the Ammonoidea must have been derived 
from Nautilus through these transition forms, 
the gradations being Nautilini, Goniatites, 
Ammonites. Barrande then pictures this same 
naturalist as attempting to verify his appar- 
" ently well-founded conclusions by opening a 
species of Goniatite with the anticipation of 
discovering within, at the apex, or young shell, 
an identical form and structure to that which 
he had been accustomed to find in the Nauti¬ 
ioidea, and his consequent confusion, and the 
overthrow of his theory; upon the exposure of 
a different form. Barrande's argument deals 
fairly With every point; and his facts arc crush¬ 
ing refutations of the usual direct, simple 
inodes pursued by embryologists in handling 
the question of the evolution of types. Bar- 
rande's work had no orators or lecturers to 
translate it; and the hypothesis of the embry¬ 
ologists, and even evolution itself, escaped an 
attack, which, if supported by powerful in¬ 
fluences, might have shaken the popular faith 
in the now school of thought. 

Hyatt has denied that there were such great 
and essential differences between the embryos 
of the Nautiioidea and those of the Ammonoi¬ 
dea ; and they certainly seeim to have been 
more alike than was supposedly M. Barrande. 
The fact, however, remains, that Barrande saw 
•clearly that the embryos of these two nearly 
allied groups, which are united by most authors 
into one order, were, even in the Silurian, more 
easily separable from each other than some of 
the adult forms. When we can add to this, his 
discovery and thorough demonstration of the 
distinctness of the different types of fossils in 
the Silurian, and their sudden mode of appear- 
anoeVwe see dearly that he succeeded in doing 
the wprk which has thrown the greatest light 
Upon the most obscure and interesting periods 
nf thp World’s history, and which has furnished 
and healthy opposition to the 
^«k*ryof evolution/ His faults of* logic were 
Unavoidable, with hie mathematical and Cuvie- 
, rian edncfttion, apd strpng feelings of loyalty 
in $cience ; but these are only 


slight scratches upon the face of the vast monu¬ 
ment erected by his labors, his discoveries, hip 
eigkty-threc years of unblemished moral and 
faithful life, and his personal sacrifices fpr the 
advancement of science and the truth. 


WHIRLWINDS, CYCLONES , AND TOR - 
NA DOES. 1 — V. 

Cyojlonic circulation has thus far been de¬ 
scribed as if it were effected in radial lines in 
to and oufcjrom the centre ; but here, as in the 
whirlwind^perfect radial motion is impossible. 

A horizontal rotary motion would soon be es¬ 
tablished near the centre by the inequality of 
the inblowing winds. It is found, however, 
that all storms yet studied turn from right to 
left in the northern hemisphere, and from left to 
right, in the southern (fig. 9). Such constancy 
points to something 
more regular than the 
accidental strength of 
the winds,—to some 
cause that shall always 
turn the indraughts to 
the right of the centre 
as‘they run in towards 
it in tifo northern hem¬ 
isphere, and to the left, 
in the Southern hemi¬ 
sphere ; and this cause 
is found in the rota¬ 
tion of the earth on 
its axis. 

There is a force aris¬ 
ing fVom the earth’s 
rotation that tends to 
deflect all motions in 
the northern hemi¬ 
sphere to the right, 
and in the southern to 
the left; and this deflecting force varies with 
the latitude, being nothing at the equator, and 
greatest at the poles. * It may be found that i 
this statement differs from that generally / 
made; namely, that moving bodies arc de* # 
fleeted only when moving north or south, and * 
not at all when moving east or west: for it is 
thus that Hadley (1735) and Dove (1835) ex¬ 
plained the oblique motion of trade-winds, and 
that Uersckel and others explained the rotation 
of ptoras. But this is both incorrect and in¬ 
complete; for a body moving eastward is 
deflected as well as when moving northward, 
and the actual defleotive force is greater than 
that abbpmffted for in Hadley's explanation. 

\ * OorvUjmed Mb No. 48. ' 
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It is this deflective force, acting on winds 
from all sides, as was first shown by Tracy 1 
(1848), that combines with the centripetal 
tendency of the surface-winds to give rise to 
the inward spiral blowing of the storm (fig* 
10), — a constant feature of all cyclones* 



KlOr 10 . 


In all hurricanes, the winds greatly increase 
In strength as they near the centre of the storm, 
and at the same time their path becomes more 
nearly circular. A cause of this was briefly 
stated for the w hirlwinds : but it now must be 


more fully analyzed ; and it will be best to begin 
the attempt by resolving the motion of the wind 
at any point its spiral track into two rec¬ 
tangular components (fig. 11), — one, along a 
radius toward the centre, 

/ T -- Pi?, the centripetal compo- 

/ nont; the other, circular or 

i \ tangential, P T. Only the 

\ V s ’ ° J \ \ s first of those comes directly 
VVf/V , / from the convection;*! circu- 
j ! lation, already described as 
/ | depending on the central 
X / • warmth ; and this one would 

^ / 1 never produce winds ol* dev- 

^ / nstating strength. Thesee- 



Fm. n. 


end, or tangential, arises 
first from the deflective force 
of the earth ’e turning. The 
higher the latitude, the less 
the friction at the bottom of 


the atmosphere, and the 
greater the distance from which the wind is 
derived, then the greater its right-handed de¬ 
parture from a radial path. Hence in a large 
storm nt sea, where the friction is small, and 
the indraught has its source several hundred 
or even a thousand miles away from the. centre 
of low pressure/the deflective tangential com¬ 
ponent becomes very considerable, and may, 
hear the centre, outrank the centripetal* 


[Von. H*, No. 44* 

But there is another and even more impend 
tant cause of growth in the circular element 
of the wind’s motion; namely, the increase of 
its rotary velocity as the radius of rotation 
decreases, in accordance with the law of the 
* preservation of areas/ already moutioned. 
Let us suppose, that, when at a distance of five 
hundred miles from the centre, the inblowing 
wind has been turned to the right of its radfal 
path by the earth’s deflective force so as to 
have the moderate tangential or rotary velocity 
of one mile an hour; and, disregarding the 
further effects of deflection, let us consider the 
consequences of gradually drawing this mass 
of air towards the centre. The product of its 
radius and its rotary velocity must remain con¬ 
stant ; and hence, as the radius is diminished, 
the velocity must increase, one quantity vary¬ 
ing inversely as the other. The wind has no 
visible, material connection with the storm- 
centre; but it is slowly moving around that 
centre, under the control of central forces, de¬ 
rived from differences of temperature and press¬ 
ure, that drive it inwards, or, in other words, 
shorten its radius of rotation: and consequent¬ 
ly, when, in the case supposed, the radius has 
been diminished to five miles, the velocity must 
have been accelerated to one hundred miles an 
hour,"— a violent hurricane-wind. The recog¬ 
nition of this important factor of the storm’s 
strength is due to Ferrel (1850). The theo¬ 
retical increase of velocity thus provided is 
never fully realized, for much motion is over¬ 
come by friction; but enough is preserved, 
especially in tropical storms, to give them the 
greatest share of their destructive strength. 
The total tangential component of the wind at 
any point must therefore be considered as die 
sum of the deflective and accelerative forces, 
minus the loss by friction. Near the storm- 
centre, where the velocity of the wind is very 
great, this tangential component is much greater 
than the centripetal, and the spiral path be-, 
comes almost circular? while the reverse rela¬ 
tion holds for the outer part of the storm. 

It will be easily understood, that a consider^ 
able centrifugal force will be developed by the 
rapid central rotations, as well as by the earth’s 
deflective force; and, as a consequence, the 
oentripetal force will be partly neutralised, and 
the winds will be held out from the centre. 
This must increase the depression already pro¬ 
duced there by expansion and overflow; and/ 
as a matter of fact, thelow pressure of a storm* 
centre, especially in tropical ktitudeMs chiefly 
the effect of this dynamic, and hot of the ear** 
Her named static cause. - But so long ss 
wind maintains its rapid motion, thc idditlodfll 
■*. J : - ■ >■ : ■ ■ * r --- * 
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depression is powerless to draw it towards the 
centre. Only when its velocity is decreased by 
Motion does the barometric gradient, just be¬ 
fore produced by the centrifugal force, urge 
the wind inwards to the middle of the storm. 
The additional gradient, therefore, represents 
potential energy, derived from the actual 
energy of the rotating winds, and all ready 
to be transformed into actual energy again, 
as soon as friction has destroyed some of the 
velocity of rotation. 

The general interaction of the atom-forces 
may now be thus summarized: in obedience 
to a centripetal tendency, produced by differ¬ 
ences of temperature or of pressure, or both, 
the air moves along the surface to the region of 
low pressure. On its way, the deflective force 
arising from the earth’s rotation turns it con¬ 
tinually to one side, and so gives it a more 
and more nearly circular path ; and, in addition 
to this, its rotary velocity increases as much as 
its radius of rotation decreases: the tangen¬ 
tial component of its spiral motion must there¬ 
fore continually increase. With the increase of 
this component, and the decrease of the radius 
of rotation, the centrifugal force must 

increase rapidly, and soon come to equal and 
counterbalance the original centripetal force, 
and at the same time greatly increase the 
barometric gradients. At this point the wind 
would blow in a circular path, were it not that 
friction with the sea or ground is continually 
consuming some of Us velocity, and thus de¬ 
creasing its centrifugal force, and allowing the 
potential energy of the steep barometric gradi¬ 
ent to produce centripetal motion. This de¬ 
creases its radius, and at once gives it new life, 
again to be partly destroyed and renewed as 
before. Absolutely circular motion can there¬ 
fore never be attained, although it is approached 
very closely near the centre. At sea, where 
friction is small, and in tropical latitudes, 
whero the strength of the storm is groat, the 
wind is unable to reach the storm-centre; for, 
when the distance from the centre is reduced 
to only five or ten miles, the centrifugal force 
is so great, and the wind’s course is so nearly 
circular, that it is carried aloft by the up-draught 
before it can enter noticeably farther: the cen¬ 
tral area ia therefore left unprovided with vio¬ 
lent winds, and is generally a comparative 
calm, known as the ‘eye of the storm/ of 
which there will be more to say later. The 

f ederal form of the storm-wind’s .spiral can 
from the preceding considerations. 
The angle between the tangential component 
and ttoe actual path of the wind, which is called 
: (fig* tl.), will taty With the 


relation of the circular and centripetal elements 
of the wind's motion ; the tangent of the incli¬ 
nation will equal the radial divided by the tan¬ 
gential component; hence in the outer part 
of the storm the inclination will be large, and 
the wind will blow almost directly toward the 
storm-centre; but nearer the centre the incli¬ 
nation will become smaller and smaller, and 
the wind will blow in a more and more nearly 
circular path. It will also be understood, that 
the upper winfls, less influenced by friction, 
wilf near the centre have a greater velocity 
and a less inclination than the lower ones. 
Moreover, the inward gradient which they pro¬ 
duce will be effective and important in urgiug 
along the slower surface-winds, in a manner 
better illustrated in a tornado, where this action 
will be more fully described. 

, {To be continued .) 


ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF TEETH IN 
THE LAMPREY. 

The teeth in the myxinoid Ashes are quite 
different from those of other vertebrates, and 
have hitherto been supposed to belong in an 
entirely different category. Nothing has been 
known with regard to their development, except 
a brief statement as to their mode of succes¬ 
sion in Petromyzon by Professor Owen, in his 
1 Odontography. ’ 

The teeth of the lamprey arc horny, and of 
simple conical shape, disposed concentrically in 
the dome-shaped month. Besides these, there 
are horny lingual and palatal teeth. 

The kindness of iny friend Pro lessor Bonocko 
of Konigsberg, who sent me a number of lam¬ 
preys at the end of their metamorphosis from 
Ammocoetes, has enabled me to follow out the 
development of these horny teeth with unex¬ 
pected results ; for, as far as the essential part 
of the process is concerned, it differs but slight¬ 
ly from the normal course of true dental devel¬ 
opment. There is first formed a low conical 
papilla of somewhat reticulate tissue, belonging 
to the mesoblast (m.p.), and continuous with 
the dermis, which in this, as in other verte¬ 
brates, is of rnesoblastic origin. Over this 
papilla the epiblast which lines the cavity of 
the mouth becomes extremely thick, and con¬ 
sists of very numerous layers of cells. All of 
these layers oan be continuously traced into 
the other epiblast of the mouth, as well as that 
of the external skin. In the stage here figured 
there may be seen, immediately overlying the 
mesoblostio papilla, a layer of epiblastic cells 
irregularly columnar and polygonal in shape 
(e.o.). These cells are the hOmologuo of the 
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enamel-organ of the other vertebrates, and 
originate in the same way. So far. at least, 
the lamprey does not show an essentially dif¬ 
ferent type of tooth-development from that 
known in other groups. 

The cells of the 4 enamel-organ * are rapidly 
proliferating, and have thrown otf from their 
outer surface a oonieal cap of cells (2dt,) } 
which are flattened, and which show an incip¬ 
ient formation of pigment among them. This 
hollow cone of cells is the rfldimeut of the 
youngest tooth, which in the stage here •de¬ 
scribed is the second of the series. Outside 
of the rudimentary tooth is a cone of polygo¬ 
nal epiblastie colls, several layers deep (t.e.) ; 
and this is again followed by the first tooth, 
now almost completely cornifled and pigmented, 
so that traces of cel¬ 
lular structure are 
but faintly discerni¬ 
ble (Lst't.). The 
tip of this tooth has 
just penetrated the 
skin of the mouth, 
and is elsewhere cov¬ 
ered by the many¬ 
layered epiblast (e. 
?n.). 

We see, therefore, 
that the essential 
parts of the typical 
vertebrate tooth hre 
here present; name¬ 
ly, the rncsoblttstic 
papilla, and the 
over-lying epiblastie 
enamel-organ. But 
the ordinary type of 
dental development 
is here greatly modi¬ 
fied. The papilla is never ossified; and the 
enamel-organ secretes no enamel, but func¬ 
tions as a sort of tooth-gland, throwing off 
successive hollow cones of flattened and eor- 
nified epiblastie colls. The actual tooth of the 
lamprey is therefore not the horaologue of 
the entire tooth of a selachian, but simply of the 
enamel-cap. It is not difficult, however, to 
understand how the process seen in Petromyzon 
could be derived from that in the selachian. 
In consequence of this change, another dif¬ 
ference arises: tvs the papilla never ossifies or 
becomes protruded, it is no longer necessary 
that for every new tooth a new enamel-organ 
should be formed by budding fVom the old one; 
so each enamel-organ is converted into a per¬ 
manent tooth-gland, functional throughout the 
life of the animal* * 


{Vo3u. lL, Ho.-44i" 

This view of the peculiarities of dental devel* 
opment in Petromyzon implies, of course, that 
this group of fishes was derived from ancestors 
possessed of teeth of the ordinary or selachian 
type. Further, as it is now very generally 
admitted that teeth are only modified piacold 
scales, it follows that the lampreys are de¬ 
scended, ultimately at least, from forms pro* 
Wded with placoid scales. 

Such a conclusion, however, does not by any 
means commit us to the view that the nvyxi- 
noids are degenerate descendants of some gna- 
thostomatous group, as this is no more implied 
in the possession of ordinary calcareous teeth 
than in the presence of the horny teeth which 
the group has long been known to possess. 

W. B. Scorr. 

Morphological laboratory, Princeton, N.J., 

Nov. 3, 18*3. 


NORDENSKIOLD ON THE INLAND ICE 
OF GREENLAND 

In a series of letters to Mr. Oscar Dickson, Baron 
Nonlenskiold has given a detailed report of the lead¬ 
ing incidents ami results of his recent expedition, 
though it will still he some time ero we can leant 
what are the full gains to science. The leading 
novelty of the expedition was, of course, the journey 
into the interior of Greenland. 

After landing Dr. Nathorst and his party at Waigate 
Sound,. Nordcnskitfld went back to Egedesminde, 
which he reached on June 20. The following day he 
left £or Auleltsivik Fjord, from which the expedi¬ 
tion was to start. He then proceeds: — 

On July 1 the Sophia anchored in the bay. We 
found here a splendid harbor with clay bottom, some 
seven fathoms deep, surrounded by gneiss rocks from 
six hundred to a thousand feet in height, the sides 
of which are In some places covered with low but 
close shrubs, or clothed with some species of willow, 
mosses, and lichen, which, when we arrived, were 
ornamented with a quantity of magnificent blossoms. 
From one of the slopes a torrent descended, the 
temperature of which was 12.S® C, The weather was 
fine, iho sky cloudless, and the air very dry. July 1 
to 3 were employed In making preparations for the 
ice-journey, while the naturalists made excursions 
to various places in order to collect objects relating to 
the conditions of the country. On the night of the . 
3d every thing was ready for a start; and, after some 
difficulty in reaching the spot where the baggage was, 
we were fairly off. The spot from which we set out - 
on the journey was only five kilometres from the 
actual shore, and situated below a little lake into" 
which a number of glacier rivers fell. We.procee&ed 
up the river in a Berton boat, purchased In England; 
On the night of the 4th we camped f6r the first time 
on the ice. The expedition consisted of nine men 
besides myself. After a great deal of hard work In 
getting the sledges over the ice, which was tiih'W;, 
* sWa jVutertf.Nov, lands. ,t,v ^ 



Section through Inner bUIo of lip 
of tm'tnmnrphuwirtff lamprey, 
epi blast of mouth; jut 
oldest tooth; 2d t., youngest 
tooth; *.#>., I'lmmel-organ; i.e. ( 
interm dilute epiblast cells be. 
tween uuccciisivo teeth; m.p., 
mosohlaitle papilla. 
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rough, we found, on the morning of the 5th, that it 
was impossible to proceed eastwards, hut were com¬ 
pelled to return to the border of the ice, and then 
continue to the north or north-east until finding 
smoother ice. This first part of the ice was furrowed 
by deep crevasses and ravines, causing us much trou¬ 
ble. We covered, however, a good distance that day, 
and pitched our tent near a land-ridge in the Ice, two 
hundred and forty metres above the sea. 1 On July 6 
I sent thd Lapp Lars forward to reconnoitre; and he 
reported that it was still impossible to proceed east¬ 
wards, but, if we marched for a day or so to the north, 
we would find the country accessible to the eaBt, As 
I feared, however, the impossibility of dragging the 
sledges with the weight on them over the rough ice, 
I selected provisions, etc., for forty-five days, and 
left the rest in a depot in the ice. We now resumed 
the march. It was very interesting to witness the 
great case with which the Lnpps proceeded among 
the ice-ravines, how easily they traced a road dis- 


a circle by Pistor and Martin, a small sextant (in ease 
of the former being damaged), a mercury horizon, 
three aneroid barometers, thermometers, magnets 
(for the study of the clay deposit in the snow), a 
topographical board, a photographic apparatus, blow* 
pipes, flasks, nautical tables, etc. The sledges, 4 kal- 
kar,’ six in number, were of the same kind as those 
on which Swedish peasant women bring their wares 
to market. The harness was made so strong that 
it would bold a man, in case of his falling into a cre¬ 
vasse. In addition to these things, we had a Manila 
rope specially spun for the expedition at the Alpine 
purveyor’s in Paris. The food supplied per day may 
perhaps interest explorers. It was, —breakfast, cof¬ 
fee, bread, butter, and cheese (no meat or bacon); 
dinner, forty-two cubic centimetres Swedish corn 
brandy (br#m»u), bread, bam or corned beef, with sar¬ 
dines; supper, preserved meat, Swedish or Australian, 
Sometimes preserved soup was served with dried 
vegetables. Five men were teetotalers, but there 
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covered, and with what precision they selected the 
least difficult track. 

The Lapp Lars carried, instead of an alpenstock, a 
wooden club, with which he had slajn more thau 
twenty-five brown bears, full of marks from their 
teeth; and his eyes sparkled at the thought of encoun¬ 
tering a white one. On the night of the 6th we held 
our third camp on the ice; and now several officers 
and men from the Sophia, who had accompanied us 
thus far, left us. Besides the most advantageous 
requisites for such a journey, we had with us a cook* 
lag-apparatus for petroleum: and here I beg to say 
that I found this kind of oil far more suitable than 
laraifc or vegetable oils, which I‘bad used on my for¬ 
mer expeditions; and I recommend the same most 
warmly to arctic explorers. Of scientific instru¬ 
ment* I Isay mention compasses, two chronometers, 

* Tb« attitude* ware tMurtalawS by comparing three aneroid 
bemeWrc, while obcervatlon wm almuUaneouaJy made at Kjfe- 
dM&fttf* With a splendid a*a-barom»ter,I had left there far that 
As the figures hare, however, not yet been verified, 
fibsymsy bs sUghUyaUened. They aeem, on the whole, tho low. 


was no need of supplying them with extra rations. 
For cooking, 0.7 litres of spirits were consumed per 
day. Our whole baggage weighed a ton, — a weight 
which might easily have been drawn across a smooth 
snow or ice field, but which was very difficult of 
transporting over the rough and cut-up surface we 
had to traverse. Our daily inarch between July 7 
and l) was therefore not great, tfis., five kilometres 
a day. In addition to the crevasses and ravines, 
we encountered innumerable rivers, swift, and with 
steep banks, which were difficult of crossing, which 
was generally accomplished by laying three alpen¬ 
stocks across them. If I had not selected these of 
the toughest wood obtainable, we should often have 
had to make dUour* of many kilometres. 

On these days we found, on several occasions, large 
bones of reindeer on the snow; and It was but a 
natural and pardonable conclusion to arrive at, that 
they were those of animals who hfid fallen in their 
wandering over the 4 Sahara of the arctic regions/ 
But that good signs are not always true ones we soon 
discovered. 
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During the entire journey, we had great difficulty 
In finding suitable camping-places* Thus, either the 
ice wm so rough that there was not a square large 
enough for our tent, or else the surface was so cov¬ 
ered with cavities, which I will fully describe later 
on, that it was necessary to pitch It over some hun¬ 
dred smaller and a dozen larger round hollows, one 
to three feet deep, filled with water, or else to raise It 
cm a snow-drift so loose and Impregnated with water 
that one’s feet became wet, even in the tent. An ex¬ 
ception to this was the place where we camped on 
July 9 ; viz., camping-place no. 6* We encountered 
here a small ice-plain, surrounded by little riven, and 
almost free from cavities, some thirty metres square. 
All the rivers flowed into a small lake near us, the 
water from which rushed with a loud roar through a 
short but strong current into an enormous abyss in 
the ice-plateau. The river rushed close to our tent, 
through a deep hollow, the sides of which were formed 
of magnificent perpendicular banks of ice. I had 
the spot photographed; but neither picture nor de¬ 
scription can give the faintest idea of the impres¬ 
sive scene, viz., a perfectly hewn aqueduct, as if cut 
by human hand in the finest marble, without flaw or 
frlnmlsh Even the Lapps and the sailors stood on the 
lost In admiration. 

"- v ; At first we had followed the plan of bringing the 
baggage forward in two relays; but, finding this vqry 
fatiguing, I decided to bring all with us at once. I 
found this to answer better. On July 10 we covered 
thus nine and a half, on the 11th ten, and on the 
12th eleven, kilometres. The road was now much 
better than before, although stiff enough. An excep¬ 
tion to this wa«, howovor, formed by the part we 
traversed on the 11th, when we proceeded alongside 
a big river, the southern bank of which formed a 
comparatively smooth ice-plain, or raLlier ice-road t 
with valleys, hills, cavities, or crevasses, some five to 
ten kilometres in width, and five kilometres in length. 
This plain was In several places beautifully colored 
with 4 red* snow, especially along the banka of the 
river. It Was the only spot on the whole inland ice 
where we found ‘ red ’ snow or loe in auy quantity. 
Even yellow-brown ice was seen in some places; but, 
on the other hand, ice colored grayish-brown or gray¬ 
ish-green, partly by kryokonlte, and partly by organ¬ 
isms, was so common that they generally gave color 
to the ice-landscape. 

Even on July 12, between camps nos. 7 and 8, we 
found blades of grass, leaves of the dwarf-birch, wil¬ 
lows, crackberry, and pyrola, with those of other 
Greenland flora, on the snow. At first wo believed 
they had been carried hither from the interior; but 
that this was not the ease was demonslrated by the 
circumstance that none was found east of camp no. 
9. The only animals we discovered on the ice were, 
besides the few birds seen on our return-journey, a 
smalt worm which lives on the various ioe algae, and 
thus really belongs to the fauna of the inland ice, 
and two storm-driven birds from the shore, I had 
particularly requested each man to be on the lookout 
for atones on the ice; but, after a journey of about 
half a kilometre from the ice-border, no stone was 


found on the surface, not even one as large as a pln> 
point. But the quantity of clay-dust (* kryokonlte^ 
deposited on the ice was very great, — I believe. Si 1 ?- 
erat hundred tons per square kilometre. 

We now ascended very rapidly, as will be s«eh from 
the subjoined statement of our camps : — 

8d camp, 800 metres above the Stfd. 

4th « 865 44 ** 

6th 41 87 4 4 4 44 , 

6th 44 882 44 44 

7th 44 451 44 44 

8th 44 546 

9th 44 7 5 8 4 4 44 

The fltli camp lay on the west side of an ice-ridge 
close by a small, shallow lake, the water from which 
gathered, as usual, into a big river, which disappeared 
In an abyss with azure-coiored sides. From this spot 
we had a fine view of the country to the west, and 
saw even the sea shining forth between the lofty 
peaks on the coast; but, when we reached east of this 
Ice-ridge, the country was seen no more, and the hori¬ 
zon was formed of ice only. 

Through au optical illusion, dependent on the mi¬ 
rage of the ice-horizon, it appeared to us as if we were 
proceeding on the bottom of a shallow, saucer-shaped 
cavity. It was thus impossible to decide whether we 
walked up or down hill; and this formed a constant 
source of discussion between us, which could only be 
decided by the heaviness of the sledges in the har¬ 
ness. The Lapps, who seemed to consider it their sole 
business that we should not be lost on tfee ice, came 
to me in great anxiety, and stated that they had no 
more landmarks, and would not be responsible for 
our return. I satisfied them, however, with the as¬ 
surance that I would find the way back by means of 
a compass and solar measurements. In spite of this, 
the Lapps easily traced our route and our old camps 
with an accuracy quite marvellous. 

During our outward journey, I determined the site 
of each camp astronomically; and thus the distances 
which, when the determinations have been calculated, 
will be given on the map to be drawn of the journey, 
will be absolutely correct. But t ho distances covered 
by the Lapps have been made according to their own 
judgment. The kilometres we covered every day, 
including the numerous detours, were ascertained by 
two pedometers. 

Up to the 9th camp we were favored by the finest 
weather, generally with a slight South-east wind, 
cloudless sky, and a temperature in the shade, three 
feet above the Ice, of 2° to 8° C., and in the sun of 
even 20° 0. The centre of the sun’s disk sank In this 
spot for the first time below the horizon on July 15, 
and the upper rim, if allowance is made for refract 
tion, on July 21. After the middle of July, when al 
an elevation of four thousand to seven thousand, fleets 
the nights became very cold, the thermometer shridag 
to 15° and 18° below freezing-point of OelsfUs. 

The constant sunshine by day and night, reflected 
from every object around, soon began to affect our 
eyes,—more so, perhaps, because we had neglected to 
adopt snow-spectacles at the outset of our journeys 
and enow-blindness became manifest, wUfcUsnb- 
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tendant cutting pains. Fortunately Dr. Berlin soon noon of July itt, with a heavy wind from south-east, 
arrested this malady, which has brought so many It continued all the night, and the next morning 

journeys In the arctic regions to a close, by dietribut- turned into a snow-storm. We all got very wet, but 

ing snow-spectacles, and by inoculating a solution consoled ourselves with the thought that the storm 

of zinc vitriol in the blood-stained eyes. Another coming from south-east argued well for an ice-free 

malady — if not «o dangerous, at alt events quite as Interior. When it cleared a little, we strained our 

painful—-was caused by the sunshine in the dry, eyes to trace any mountains which would break the 

transparent, and thin air on the skin of the face. It ico-horlzon around us, which everywhere was as level 

produced a vivid redness and a perspiration, with as that of the sea. The desire soon ‘to be fWs* 

large burning blisters, which, shrivelling up, caused was as fervent as that of the searchers of the Eldo- 

the skin of the nose, ears, and cheeks, to fall off in rado of yore; and the sailors and the Lapps had no 

large patches. This was repeated several times, and shadow of doubP as to the existence of an Ice-free 

the pain increased by the effect of the cold morning interior; and at noon, before reaching camp no. 12, 



Fissure Id Ctroeuland's inland l<w, seen by Kordeuskitlld on bis vlsttf n 1876. From a sketch by Dr. Bergjjren, published in La Abler*. 


Air on the newly-formed skin. Any similar effect the everybody fancied he could distinguish mountains 

sun has not in the tropics. With the exception of far away to the cast. They appeared to remain 

these complaints, none of us suffered any illness. perfectly stationary as the clouds drifted past them, 

On July 13 we covered thirteen, on the 14th —a sme sign, we thought, of its not being a mass of 

ten, and the- 15th fourteen, kilometres (9th to 12th clouds. They were scanned with telescopes, drawn, 

camps)S At first the road gradually rose; and we discussed, and at last saluted with a ringing cheer; 

then eatne to a plain, which I, In error, believed was but we soon came to the conclusion that they were 
the creat of the inland Ice. The aneroids, however, unfortunately no mountains, but merely the dark 

atrowod that we were still ascending: thus the 9th reflection of some lakes farther to the east in the Ice* 

camp lies 753, the 10th 877, th* Uth 884, and the desert. 

jtfth ill, metres above the sea. Our road was still In my report of the expedition of 1870, I drew at- 
crossed thy swift and strong rivers; hut the ice became tentlon to a clayey mud which is found in circular 

more smooth, while the kryokonite cavities became cavities, from one to three feet in depth, on the «ur- 

iwm^and more troublesome. This was made more face of the Inland ice, not only near the shore, bnt 

jmptee&nt by rain, which began to fall on the'after- j&vea as far Inland 'as we reached on that occasion. 
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ily companion on tliat occasion, Professor Berggren, 
discovered that this substance formed the substratum 
of a peculiar tee-flora, consisting of a quantity of dif¬ 
ferent microscopical plants (algae), of which some 
are even distributed beyond the clay on tbe ice Itself, 
and which, In spite of their insignificance, play, be¬ 
yond doubt, a very important part In nature’s econo¬ 
my, from the fact that their dark color far more 
readily absorbs the sun’s heat than the bluish-white 
Ice, and thereby they contribute to the destruction 
of the ico-sheet, and prevent its extension. Un¬ 
doubtedly we have in no small dejftee to thank these 
organisms for the melting-away of the layer df Ice 
which once covered the Scandinavian peninsula, I 
examined the appearance of this substance in its re¬ 
lation to geology, and demonstrated, — 

X. That it cannot have been washed down from the 
mountain ridges at the sides of the glaciers; as it was 
found evenly distributed at a far higher elevation 
than that of the ridges on the border of the glaciers, 
as well as in equal quantity ou the top of the ice- 
knolls as on their sides or in the hollows between 
them. 

% That neither bad it been distributed over the 
surface of the icc by running water, nor been pressed 
up from tbe hypothetical bottom * ground’ moraine. 

That the clay must therefore be n sediment from 
the fcir, the chief constituent of which Js probably 
terrestrial dust spread by the wind over the surface 
of the ice. 

4. That cosmic elements exist In this substance, as 
It contained molecules of metallic iron which could 
be drawn out by the magnet, and which, under the 
blowpipe, gave a reaction of cobalt and nickel. 

Under these circumstances, the remarkable dust 
which I have named ‘kryokonite,’ i.e., ice-dust, ob¬ 
tained a great scientific interest; particularly as the 
cosmic element, vis., the matter deposited from 
space, was very considerable. Even later students 
who have visited the inland ice have observed this 
dust, but in places surrounded by mountains, from 
which it might with more probability have been 
washed down. They have, therefore, and without 
having examined Professor Berggren’s and my own 
researches of 1870, paid little atteution to the same; 
while the samples brought home by Dr. IV. O. Holst 
from South Greenland in 1880 were not very exten¬ 
sive. 

But now Dr. Berlin brings home from a great vari¬ 
ety of places ice algae, which, I feel convinced, will 
contribute fresh materials to our knowledge of the 
flora of the ice and snow. For my own pari, 1 have 
re-examined my first researches of the kryokonite, 
and they are fully corroborated. Everywhere where 
the snow from last winter has melted away, a fine 
dust, gray in color, and, when wet, black or dark 
brown, is distributed over the Inland Ice in a layer 
which I should estimate at from 0.1 to 1 millimetre 
In thickness, if It was evenly distributed over the en¬ 
tire surface of the ice. It appears in the same quan¬ 
tity in the vicinity of the ice-border surrounded by 
mountains as a hundred kilometres inland; but in the 
former locality it is xnlfed with a very fine sand, gray 


In color, which may be separated from the kryoko¬ 
nite. Farther Inland this disappears, however,com¬ 
pletely. Gravel or real sand I have never, in spite 
of searching for them, discovered in the kryokonite. 
The kryokonite always contains very, fine granular 
atoms, which are attracted by the magnet, and which, 
as may be demonstrated by grating in an agate mor¬ 
tar and by analysis under the blowpipe, consist of a 
gray metallic element; viz., nickel iron. Xn general, 
the dust is spread equally over the entire surface of 
the ice. Thus it was found everywhere where the 
snow from the previous year had melted away; while, 
to judge by apfjearances, there seemed to be little dif¬ 
ference between the quantity found near the coast, 
and in the interior. The dust does not, however, 
form a continuous layer of clay, but has, by the melt¬ 
ing of the ice, collected in cavities filled with water, 
which are found ali over the surface. These are 
round, sometimes semicircular, one to three feet in 
depth, with a diameter of from a couple of millime¬ 
tres to one metre or more. At the bottom a layer of 
kryokonite one to four millimetres in thickness is 
deposited, which has often, by organisms and by the 
wind, been formed into little balls; and everywhere' 
where the original surface of the ice has not been 
changed by water-currents, the cavities are found so 
close to each other that it would he very difficult to 
find a spot on the ice as large as the crown of a hat 
free from them. In the night, at a few degrees be¬ 
low freezing-point, new ice forms on these hollows; 
but they do not freeze to the bottom, even under the 
severest frost, and the sheet which covers them 1» 
never strong enough to support a man, more particu¬ 
larly if the hole is, as was the case during half our 
journey, covered with a few inches of newly-fallen 
snow, 

The kryokonite cavities were perhaps more danger¬ 
ous to our expedition than any thingelse we were ex¬ 
posed to. We passed, of course, a number of crevasses 
without bottom as far as the eye could penetrate, and 
wide enough to swallow up a man; but they were 
* open,’ f.e*, free from a cover of snow, and could 
with proper caution be avoided; and the danger of 
these could further be minimized by the sending Of. 
the two-men sledges In front, and, If one of the men 
fell into the crevasse, ho was supported by the run¬ 
ners and the alpenstock, which always enabled him to 
get up on the ice again. But this was far from being 
the case with the kryokonite hollows. These lie, with 
a diameter just large enough to hold the foot, as close 
to one another as the stumps of tbe trees in a felled 
forest; and it was therefore impossible not to stumble 
into them at every moment, which was the more an* 
uoylng as it happened just when the foot was stretched 
for a step forward, and the traveller was precipitated 
to the ground with his foot fastened In a hole three 
feet in depth. The worst part of our journey was 
four days outward yid three days of the return; and 
It Is not too much to say that each one of us, during 
these seven days, fell a hundred times into tbesecavi* 
ties, viz., for ail of us, seven thousand times. I am 
only surprised that no bones were broken,—an acci¬ 
dent which would not only have brought my carpi®- 



SGIENCM. 


nt 


D»OBMIUCJI 7, m&] 


ration to an abrupt close, but 'might have had the 
moat disastrous consequences, as it Would have been 
utterly impossible to have carried a man in that state 
back, to U&e coast* One advantage the kryokonlte 
cavities had, however; viz., of offering us the purest 
drinking-water imaginable, of which we fully availed 
ourselves without the least had consequences, in spite 
of our perspiring state. 

On July 19 we covered thirteen, on the 17th eigh¬ 
teen and a half, and on the 18th seventeen and a half, 
kilometres. The country, or more correctly the Ice, 
now gradually rose from 9(35 to 1,218 metres. The 
distances enumerated show that the ice became more 
smooth; but the road was still impeded by the kry- 
okouite cavities, whereas the rivers, which even hero 
were rich in water, became shallower but stronger, 
thus easier of crossing. Our road was, besides, often 
' cut off by immense snow-covered crevasses, which, 
nowever, did not cause much trouble. 

On the night of the 18th, when arrived at camp no. 
14, the Lapp Anders came to me and asked if he 
might be permitted to ‘ have a run;’ viz., to make « 
reconnaissance on ‘skidor,’ 1 to see if there was no 
land to the east. This granted, lie started off with¬ 
out awaiting supper. He came back after six hours’ 
absence, and reported that he had reached twenty- 
seven kilometres farther east; that the ice became 
smoother, but was stilt rising; but there,was no sign 
of land. If his statement was true, he had, after a 
laborious day’s journey, in six hours covered about 
sixty kilometres! At first I considered his estimate 
exaggerated, but ft proved to be perfectly correct. 
It took us, thus, two whole days to reach as far as he 
had got, as shown by the track in the snow. 1 par¬ 
ticularly mention this occurrence In order to show 
that the Lapps really did cover the estimated dis¬ 
tance of their journey eastward, of which more 
below. 

During these days we passed several lakes, some 
of which had the appearance of not flowing away In 
the winter, as we found here large Ice-blocks several 
feet in diameter, screwed up on the shore; which cir¬ 
cumstance I could only explain by assuming that a 
large quantity of water still remained here when the 
pools about became covered with new ice. The lakes 
are mostly circular, and their shores formed a snow 
* bog ’ which was almost impassable with the heavy 
sledges," 

On July 19 we covered seventeen and a half, on 
the 20th sixteen and a half, on the 21st seven, and 
on the 22d seven and a half, kilometres (15th to 18th 
camp). The ice rose between them from 1,213 to 1,492 
metres. The distances enumerated fully show the 
nature of the Ice. It was at first excellent, particu¬ 
larly in the morning, when the new snow was covered 
With a layer of hard ice; but on the latter days we 
had great difficulty in proceeding, as a sleet fell with 
a south-east wind in the night, between the 20th 

* Tho SwfdUh <»kidor # «ad Xwwejdiyj •ski* are long 
4tdp« of pine Wood, slightly bent at the top, polished, and an 
ehWttd as If they were of the ft nett steel, with a strap for the 
im tin the centre, on which tbalappaand flcafcditmviau* run on 
Uwsnow with remarkable agility at a^ratnendtmi pace. 


and the 21st. The new snow, as well as that lying 
from the previous year, became a perfect snow-bog, in 
which the sledges constantly stuck, so that it required 
at times four men to get them out. We all got 
wet, and had great difficulty in finding a spot on the 
Ice dry enough to pitch the tent. On the 22d we 
had to pitch it in the wet snow, where the feet im¬ 
mediately became saturated on putting them outside 
the India-rubber mattresses. A little later on in the 
year, when the surface of the Bnow is again covered 
with ice, or earlier, before the thaw sets in, the sur¬ 
face would no doi^bl be excellent to journey on. 

When we, therefore, on July 21, were compelled to 
pitch the tent In wet snow, as no dry spot could be 
discovered, and it was impossible to drag the sledges 
farther, I sent the Lapp, Lars Tuorda, forward on 
‘skidor’ to find a dry road. lie came back, and 
stated that the ice everywhere was covered with 
water and snow. For the first time in his life he 
was at a loss what to suggest. It being utterly im¬ 
possible to get the sledges farther, L had no choice. 
I decided to turn back. 

1 wished, however, to let the Lapps go forward 
some distance to the east to see the country as far as 
possible. At first I considered it advisable to let 
their journey only last twenty-four hours; but as 
both Anders ami Lars insisted that they were most 
eager to find the ‘Promised Land,’ and said they 
could do nothing towards discovering it in that short 
period, I granted them leave to run eastwards for 
four days and nights, and then return. 

On leaving, I gave them the following written 
orders; — 

“ Instructions for Lars and Anders’s ‘ skid ’ run on 
the inland ice of Greenland; viz.,— 

“ Lars and Anders have orders to proceed on skldor 
eastwards, but are allowed to alter the course, If they 
may deem it advisable, to north or south. 

“At the end of every third mile the barometer 
shall be read, and the direction run noted. 

“ The absence is to be four days, but we will wait 
for six days. After that, viz,, on the morning of 
July 28, we return. If not returned, we leave behind, 
in a sledge, provisions, brandy, mattresses, etc. 

“ Lars is warned not to be too bold. Should land 
be reached, you are to collect as much as you may 
gather of blossoms and grass; if possible, several 
kinds (specimens) of each. 

“Given on the inland Ice in Greenland, July 21, 
1883. A. E. Nobdknskioi.p.” 

They were allowed to select what provisions, etc., 
they desired, and were furnished with two compasses, 
aneroid barometers, and a watch. 

At 2.90 a.m. on July 22 they started. The days we 
waited for them were generally spent in the tent, 
as water surrounded us everywhere. The sky was 
covered with a thin veil of clouds, through which the 
sun Shone warmly, at times even scorchingly. From 
time to time this veil of clouds, or haze, descended 
to the surface of the ice, and hid the view over the 
expanse; but it was, remarkably enough, not wet, but 
dry,r yea* 90 dry that our wet clothes absolutely dried 
in It* We have therefore, I consider, witnessed a 
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phenomenon on the inland Ice of Greenland which 
i» related to the ‘sun-smoke* phenomenon of Scan¬ 
dinavia; viz,, what Arago has described under the 
name ‘brouillard sec.* 

On the 24th, after an absence of fifty-seven hours, 
the Lapps returned. It was the want of drinking- 
water and fuel which compelled them to return. 
The surface had been excellent for their journey, and 
they had covered a distance out and back of two 
hundred and thirty kilometres, — an estimate which I 
consider perfectly reliable, During the march forward 
the barometer was read every third hour. It gave 
the point of return a height of two thousand inet^s. 1 

As to the run, Lars rendered the following report. 
When they had reached thirty miles from the camp, 
no more water could be found. Farther on, the ice 
became perfectly smooth. The thermometer regis¬ 
tered —5° C. It was very easy to proceed on the 
‘skidor.* At the point of return the snow was level, 
and packed by the wind. There was no trace of 
land. They only saw before them a smooth ice, cov¬ 
ered by fine and bard snow. The composition of the 
surface was this: first four feet of loose snow, then 
granular ice* and at last an open space large enough 
to hold an outstretched hand. It was surrounded by 
angular bits of ice (crystals). The inland ioo was 
formed in terraces, thus: first a hill, theu a level, 
again another hill; and so on. The Lapps had slept 
for four hours, from twelve midnight on July 23, In 
a hollow dug in the snow while a terrific storm blow. 
They had till then been awake for fifty-three hours. 
On the first day there was no wind; but next day it 
came from the south, and lasted thus until twenty- 
four miles on the returinjourney, when it changed 
to west. On the rot urn-journey, when forty m iles 
from our camp, two ravens were seen. They came 
from the north, and returned in the same direction. 
The Lapps had for a moment lost the track of the 
1 skidor’ in the snow. The ravens flew at first, they 
found, parallel with the track, and then turned to the 
north. 

On July 25 we begftn the ret urn-journey. It was 
high time, as the weather now became very bad; and 
it was with great difficulty we proceeded in the hazy 
air between the number of crevasses. The cold, after 
the sun sank below the horizon at night, also became 
very great; and on the morning of July 27 the glass 
fell to-11° C. 

As to the return-journey, I may be very brief. The 
rivers now impeded us but little, as they were to a 
great extent dried up. The loo-knolls had decreased 
considerably in size too, and lay more apart; but the 
glacial crevasses had greatly expanded, and were more 
dangerous, being covered with snow. Even the cavi¬ 
ties and the glacial wells, of which many undoubtedly 
leave a veritable testimony of their existence behind 
them in the shape of corresponding hollows In the 
rock beneath, had expanded, and Increased in number, 
On a few occasions on the return-journey we saw 
flocks of birds, most probably water-fowl, which were 
returning from the north. 

* I have m yet botn nnabl* to verify the barometer cafcafe. 
tiens, end the figures tinted here may suffer some Wedtfioatloa, 


On July 81 we again sighted land, which was 
reached on the afternoon of Aug. 4, and proceeded 
to Sophia harbor, where Eskimos were, as arranged, 
waiting for us. For convenience* sake I now divided 
our party into two, one of which sailed in the lifeboat 
of the Sophia to Egedesminde, where the steamer 
was to take us on board; and the other, in which 
was myself, marched to that place across the low 
but broad promontory which separates Tesslusaraoak 
and South-East Bay, and then In two Eskimo ‘kone* 
boats to Ikamiut and Egedesminde. 

On Aug. 16 the Sophia arrived from the north, 
embarked us, and made for Ivigtut, where we arrived 
on the 19th. 

Of the expedition carried out under Dr. Nathorst 
during my absence, he will himself make a report, 1 
and I lmve no doubt that the results of the same will 
prove very important. Particularly will the very rich 
collections of fossil plants, which he has made with 
the greatest regard to the geological condition of the 
strata, be of great value to science, as they will furnish 
us with many new materials, and detailed Illustrations 
of the flora of the far north during the epoch when 
forests of fig-trees, cyeadi, gingko, magnolia, and 
tulip trees covered these regions. Dr. Forsatrand 
and Herr Kolthoff’s collections and studies of the 
fauna of Greenland will also contribute to extend our 
knowledge of the naturalistic conditions of the arctic 
regions; while the careful researches made by Herr 
Hamberg, of the saltness, composition, and tempera¬ 
ture of the sea, will, I am sure, greatly benefit hydrog¬ 
raphy. Hia researches have been effected In Davis 
Strait and Baffin’s Bay too, the hydrographical con¬ 
ditions of which are but little known. 

With regard to the results of my exploration of the 
inland ice, I may be permitted to say a few words. 
That we found no ice-free land in the Interior, or 
that it does not exist between 66° and 09° latitude in 
Greenland, is due directly to the orographlcal condi¬ 
tions which exist In this part of the country, as re¬ 
ferred to lu my programme of the expedition. 9 The 
land has here the form of a round loaf of bread, with 
sides which gradually and symmetrically slope down to 
the sea; i.e., exactly the shape which I then pointed 
out was a necessary condition If the entire country 
should be covered with a continuous sheet of ice. 

But, thanks to the Lapps, my expedition Is the 
first which has penetrated into the very heart of the 
enormous Greenland continent, and which has thus 
solved a problem of the greatest geographical and 
scientific importance. It is the first exploration of 
the hitherto unknown interior of Greenland, the only 
continent in the world into which man had not pene¬ 
trated. 

A new means of locomotion, the * skidor,* seems 
also to have been acquired for the arctic explorer of 
the future, which may greatly assist him to his work, 
and enable him to reach places hitherto deemed im¬ 
possible of approach, but of the use of which the 
Lapp seems to possess, so to speak, the monopoly. 

A. B. KoafcXKMubi**' 

. 1 Jfetors, t*l. xxvUl. p. Ml. 

*A*f.,p. 87. , . 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR* 


Osteology of the cormorant* 

1 wovld make a couple of corrections to the article 
on the osteology of tue cormorant in Science for 
Kov* 16. 

First, the occipital style is figured as pointing up¬ 
wards and backwards, and is spoken of as figured fa 
situ for the first time. Having made several dissec¬ 
tions of cormorants in past years, I would suggest that 
the bone is the ossified tendon of some of the exten¬ 
sor muscles of the neck, and that It points backwards, 
and, If any thing, downwards, as figured by Selenka 
(Bronr/s Thierreichs, VOgnJ, figs. 5, 0, p). vili.). As 
drawn in Science, It would project through the skin 
of the nape. 

Secondly, the patella is spoken of as very large and 
as throwing .“some light on such birds as Colymbits 
and Fodiceps, where this bone becomes anchylosed 
with the tibia In the adult;” and Professor Owon is 
referred to as authorizing this statement. Now, Pro¬ 
fessor Owen describes the patella as ‘ co-cxisting with 
the long rotnlar process in the loon’ (Comp, anat., 
it. 83), and figures it as distinct from the process in 
fig. 34. L In fact, the rotular process was regarded 
as the anchylosed patella until the time of Nltzsoh. 
This celebrated ornithologist pointed out the co-exist¬ 
ence of an enormous patella and rotular process in 
Podlceps, and showed the true nature of the process 
pOsteogr, beitr. zur nat, der vdgel,’ Leipzig, 1811, 
pp. 08-101, pi, il M figs. 13, 14). In fact, the rotular 
process of the divers is exactly the same In nature as 
In other birds, differs only in size, and in no wise rep¬ 
resents the co-exintiug patella. In position and func¬ 
tion the rotular process resembles the olecranon. 

J. Amoky Jeffries, 


Sense of direotion. 

- Professor Newcomb’s paper in Science of Oct. 
96 opens an exceedingly interesting, if not a very im¬ 
portant subject. It has exacted of me a good deal of 
thought, and this capricious sense has been a source 
of no little annoyance. 1 should like to give a little 
of ray experience. With me the coordinates almost 
invariably revolve 180°. When a boy, I studied geog¬ 
raphy, and when at recitation sat with my face to the 
north. I thus had the whole world mapped out in my 
mind to correspond with my proper sense of the di¬ 
rections. Soon after this, my father moved to a new 
home; and there I found, to my great annoyance, 
that ray co-ordinates had revolved 180°. My geog¬ 
raphy was in the greatest confusion. When I began 
to travel, I found that the co-ordinates would change 
In the most unexpected manner, first one way, and 
then the other. I could not trust ray sense of direc¬ 
tion. 

When I came to Lebanon, I found myself with ray 
original boyhood co-ordinates.. I graduated, and went 
back to Arkansas. Upon my return to Lebanon a few 
months afterwards, the directions had revolved 180°. 
*pd I found myself practically in a new town. I had 
to learn tt alt over again; and to-day, if I desire to 
point to the north, my hand jnstinctirely moves to¬ 
wards the south. In travelling I have found it use- 
ftstto trust as little as possible to the sense, and be 
guided by the map. In an extended tour through 
Europe, ! was in the habit of preparing myself, before 
ewtenng each city, by a careful study of its map, — 
g the position of the rail way-station, direction 
streets, eto. In this manner I was enabled to 
the sense xjf direction. In only one or two 
wap*** did I fall to keep the Attentions right 
Imaketwo practical suggestions:— 


1. Students in geography should always.sit with 
their faces to the north. 

2 . Travellers should prepare themselves, before 
entering a new place, by a previous subjective ar¬ 
rangement of the directions they are to find there. 

J. I. P. Hums. 

Cumberland unlvorilty, Lebanon, Tenn, ^ 

Synchronism of geological formations. 

In Science of Nov, 16, weekly summary, under 
above heading, Professor A. Heilprln is reported as 
having called attention to two conclusions of Huxley’s 
on this subject, and to have maintained, that while 
the first-mentioned conclusion could he logically dis¬ 
proved, and the second derived no confirmation from 
the supposed facts, the opinion of the older geologists, 
that geological contemporaneity U equivalent to chro¬ 
nological synchronism, was therefore probably cor¬ 
rect, 

Professor Huxley, In his prosidcntialaddrcsstothe 
Geological society for 1862, supported the conclusions 
called in question by reasoning, whioh, so far as I 
know, has yet to be shown to bo illogical. Neither 
am I aware, that, during the twenty-one years which 
have since elapsed, geological or paleontological re¬ 
search has tended otherwise than to maintain the 
logical basis on which he then rested. 

If Professor Heilprin will but do what he is re¬ 
ported to claim can be done, he will earn the gratitude 
of all other geological students by helping to settle 
what has proved a vexatious question for the past 
half-century. E. Nuoknt, 

l'ottatown, Nov. 22, IBM. 

From superstition to humbug. 

Your editorial in the Nov. 10 issue of Science 
might very appropriately have contained an account 
of the * magnetic springs ’ which underlie this portion 
of the state of Ohio. From my residence three of 
these springs may bo seen, at one of which a large 
bath-house has already been erected, where, during 
the present season, an average of forty patients dally 
tested the curative effects of the waters. These 
springs are found along the bank of a small creek and 
at the base of a valley, perhaps twenty-five feet in 
depth. The water, which contains less than a sixth 
of one per cent, of iron, is brought to the surface of 
the ground through an iron gas-pipe, and “ becomes so 
highly Charged with magnetism that it will impart its 

g ronertles to a knife-blade.” The village of Magnetic 
prings, a few miles distant, has several largo hotels, 
all of which are so crowded with guests, that rooms 
must be engaged weeks in advance. Change of resi¬ 
dence, rest, and good nursing have together effected 
a number of cures, all of which, of course, are ascribed 
to the magnetic properties of the water. Many of 
the guests return to their home as disappointed as 
the uttle girl, who, after drinking a glass of the water, 
said, 4 1 do not feel one particle magnified, and I 
think these springs are a humbug/ 

E. T. Nelson* 

Delaware,, O., Nov. 22,1S83. 


Primitive visual organs. 

The notice of Dr. Sharp’s communication made 
before Urn Academy of natural sciences of Philadel¬ 
phia, in No. 42 of Science [3971, on the habits and 
on toe peculiar visual organs of Bolen oasis and A 
vagina, between and at the base of the short tentacu¬ 
lar processes along the external edge of the distal 
part of the siphons of these animals, reminds me 
that I have Observed similar habits In other marine 
animals, and that possibly we may infer that similar 
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visual cells exist in these cases. I now call to mind 
the cases of Ostrea and Serpula. When the former 
has its purplish tentacles extruded from between its 
valves, and the latter its crown of cirri extended 
from its tube, if the hand is made to move rapidly 
over the water in the aquarium in a strong light, so 
as to cast a shadow upon these organs, both these 
animals appear to be sensitive to the movement, and 
independent of any jars or vibrations. The oyster, 
under these circumstances, at once retracts its sensi¬ 
tive mantle-border; the worms, their cirri. 

Upon examining the end of the siphon of Mya 
arermria, lines of pigment are found about the bases 
of both the inner and outer clrcletswof tentacles, and 
the upuer end of the siphon is pigmented for about 
an inch, both inside and outside. On the outside, 
however, there are scattered low, minute, pigmented 
papillae just under the epidermis and in the pig¬ 
mented layer or true skin covering the siphon. The 
questions now arise, What is the nature of these 
organs V and do not the habits of Ostrea, as above 
described, justify us in expecting to find rudimenta¬ 
ry end-organs on the mantles and siphons of mol- 
lusks, answering the purpose of eyes, as appears to 
bo the case in the instance of Solon? Mya, like 
Bolen, In life has normally the end only of the siphon 
exposed: and visual powers, developed to a certain 
degree, would therefore be useful to the animal; for, 
when the siphon is extended above the level of the 
sand, there are several fishes with mouths and teeth 
well suited to nip it off, and which would doubtless 
actually take advantage of the helpless clam, if It 
could not appreciate their approach. 

I find fishes much more sensitive to sudden vibra¬ 
tions established In the water in which they live 
than to shrill or grave sounds made in the surround¬ 
ing air near by. This may be due to special powers 
of perception which they may possess on account of 
the development of the singular end-organa of the 
lateral line. 

The study of dermal, terminal nerve-endings, modi¬ 
fied as more or less specialized sensory apparatuses 
throughout the different groups of the animal king¬ 
dom, is bound to yield many important results in the 
near future, in addition to wnat is already known; 
and the writer is glad that the matter has been taken 
Up by such competent bands. John A. Ryder. 

Nov. 27, 

Probable occurrence of the Taoonlan system 
In Cuba. 

Last year, while making two excursions across the 
mountains of eastern Cuba, between Baracoa and 
the southern coast, I had an opportunity to make 
some observations on the geological structure of these 
mountains. The rocks composing this end of Cuba 
fall naturally into three distinct groups, as follows: 
1. Ancient, and for the most part coarsely crystalline, 
basic eruptive rocks; 2. Older stratified rocks, slates, 
schists, and limestones; 8. The post-tertiary lime¬ 
stones or elevated coral-reefs. 

The eruptive rocks form the main mass of the moun¬ 
tains at most points. They appear on the shore in 
some places, and seem to be almost the only rocks 
found at greater distances than five or ten miles from 
the coast. The older stratified rocks occur principally 
in two irregular belts running parallel with the coasts, 
and lying one on either side of the great eruptive 
belt: hence they are found mainly on the flanks of the 
mountains. The stratified rocks, especially along 
their contact with the eruptive*, are penetrated by 
numerous Irregular masses and dikes of*the latter. 
But that they are ail older than all the eruptive* is 


improbable, since the eruptive* are themselves evi¬ 
dently of several distinct ages. 

So far as I have observed, the stratified rocks are 
all alike unfossil iferous; and in consequence the 
precise determination of their stratigraphic positions 
Is a difficult problem. I am satisfied, however, that 
some of them are widely separated in time. The 
newer beds, consisting chiefly of fissile slates, soft 
sandstones, and impure earthy limestones, are prob* 
ably equivalent to the secondary and tertiary strata 
of Ban Domingo and Jamaica. These uncrystalline 
sediments occur chiefly on the northern slope of the 
mountains, and, although much disturbed and un¬ 
dulating, rarely exhibit high dins. 

But on the south side of the dividing-ridge, or sum¬ 
mit, 1 crossed a belt six to eight miles wide, reaching 
almost to the coast, of highly inclined crystalline 
schists. The stratification is usually distinct, the 
strike being parallel with the coast, or east-west, Tho 
schists are generally greenish, and are both hydro* 
micaceous and chloritlc. Associated with the schists 
are several immense beds of white crystalline lime* 
stone. The limestone undoubtedly belongs to the 
same series as the schists, and is often micaceous. 

These rocks bear a strong resemblance to the Ta- 
conian system of western New England, and are essen¬ 
tially identical with the great series of semhcrystalline 
schists and limestones of Trinidad and the Spanish 
Main which X have elsewhere correlated with the Taco* 
nian, 

The published reports on the geology of San Do¬ 
mingo and Jamaica show that the geologic structure 
of those islands is essentially similar to that of east¬ 
ern (Juba. In each case there is a prominent axis of 
old eruptive rocks, flanked on either side by schists, 
slates, limestones, and other sedimentary formations, 
and by elevated coral-reefs. In San Domingo and 
Jamaica the eruptives are not wholly basic, but much 
granite occurs; and the metamorphic schists, which 
appear to be similar to those of Cuba, have been gen* 
erally confounded with the cretaceous beds. I pre¬ 
dict, however, that more careful study will show that 
they are distinct and vastly older, and that the Great*- 
er Antilles are similar in composition and structure 
to the southern coast of the Caribbean Sea, includ¬ 
ing the Spanish Mala and Trinidad, except that the 
coral-reefs and the eruptive rocks are wanting in 
the latter region. We owe the coral-reefs largely to 
the great vertical movements of the Greater Antilles 
in recent times; and the eruptive rocks are but a con* 
tlnuation westward, and the older and more eroded 
portion, of the great Caribbee belt of volcanic rocks 
which begins a hundred miles north of Trinidad, and 
ends in Cuba, being about fifteen hundred miles long, 

W* O. CB08BY. 


THE RESTORATION OF ANCIENT 
TEMPLES, 

The Parthenon; on enay on the mode by which tight 
4 i one introduced into Greek and Roman temple*. By 
James Fergusson, D.C.L., LL.D., etc* 

London, Murray, 1868, 8+185 p., 80 ttluatr** 
4 pi. 4°. 

Only a small portion of tills book Is devoted 
to the wohderfhl edifioe from which it is named* 
It is in the main a reiteration of pecufiarYtew# 
concerning the lighting of ancient temples, —* 
an iunplincati<»a of theories advocated thirty- 
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four years ago by Mr. Fergusson, in hie *True 
principles of beauty in art.* In a preface, to 
the present volume, the author states hie con¬ 
viction that it is certain to prove offensive to 
specialists 4 from the novelty of the views ad¬ 
vanced ; f but as these views are almost exactly 
those adopted in his earlier publication, and as 
this application of a clere-story to ancient tem¬ 
ples can hardly be called original, — it having 
been suggested by Boetticher in 1847, two years 
before its first mention by Mr. Fergusson,— 
it would seem more natural to seek for some 
other explanation for the discontent of the 
critics. 

It is certainly true, that more lias been writ¬ 
ten, and more angry controversies have arisen, 
regarding the hypaethron, than with reference 
to any other feature, cither constructive or ar¬ 
tistic, in the temples of the Greeks ; and after 
care fill study the conviction forces itself upon 
the reluctant mind, that this last contribution, 
surpassing in extent and elaboration all others, 
does little toward the confirmation of that 
hypothesis in any of its varieties. 

Mr. Fergusson adopts for the Parthenon, the 
temple of Zeus and that of Hera at Olympia, 
the temples of Aegina, Paestum, Selinous, — 
in short, for all regular Greek peristyles, — a 
clere-story sunk by two long openings in the 
roof at either side of the ridge, which remains 
unbroken over the central aisle of the naos. 
The height between the entablature of the up- 
er order of interior columns and the inclined 
nes of the roof is that of his vertical windows. 
The drainage from this imperfect covering is 
effected by perforating the lateral walls of the 
oella with gutters, leading the rain-water into 
the pteroma, in which ceiled and protected col¬ 
onnade such dripping must have been particu¬ 
larly undesirable. Contrary to the fundamental 
separation of roof and ceiling universally car¬ 
ried out in Greek architecture, ho leaves the 
central aisle open to the inclined roof-surface, 
like the Bavarian Waihalla, and defends this 
feature with the surprising statement that fiat 
ceilings, in either wood or plaster, were un¬ 
known in classical times. The argument ad¬ 
duced to prove this inclination of the ceiling, 
visible from within, is found by Mr. Fergusson 
in the well-known complaint of Strabo (viif* 
8, 80, p. 858),—that the statue of Zeus at 
Olympia was so large, that, if the seated deity 
should arise, the roof of the building would be 
carried away* This passage is certainly not 
** the only hint in any ancient author as to bow 
tfceroofe of Greek temples were constructed/* 
and, what is worse, its application to the point 
^question is dependent upon a mistranslation* 


The words of Strabo, 4 almost touching the 
ceiling with the top of its head / arc wrongly 
rendered by Mr. Fergusson, 4 nearly touched 
the summit of the roof * This misleading ver¬ 
sion is twice given in the present volume (pp. 
2 and 111), and from it the non-horizontal form 
of the ceiling is directly deduced. It seems 
high time that this blunder, repeated by so 
many writers since its first commission by 
Quatrem^re de Quincy, should at last be elimi¬ 
nated from discussions of the subject. 

As it would naturally have been impossible 
to surmount with a clere-story those smaller 
peripteral temples which were without columns 
in the naos, Mr. Fergusson is obliged to assume, 
against all evidence, that interior pillars or pi¬ 
lasters did originally exist, and that, while the 
Christian reconstruction of the Thcscion ob¬ 
literated the traces of these in that building, a 
figured mosaic pavement in the remarkably 
similar temple of Assos should bo taken to 
indicate the position of such supports. The 
last example is certainly not favorable to the 
theory ; for the bedding of the pavement in 
question is distinctly shown, by plan and text 
of the first report on the investigations at 
Assos, 1 to have extended to the very edge of 
the lateral walls, thus precluding the possibility 
of any columns or piers within the narrow hali. 

The omission of galleries from interiors, 
which were provided with a double range of 
columns standing at some distance from the 
wall, is even less excusable. The assertion 
(pp. 8 and 73) that there were no galleries in 
the temple of Aegina is unwarranted. The 
only reason advanced for this, that the space 
between the shafts and the wall was only about 
one metre in width, is of no weight. To sup¬ 
pose that one order of columns was balanced 
upon another, with an intermediate entablature 
not tied to the wall by a floor, is unworthy our 
conception of the constructive wisdom displayed 
in Greek architecture. These galleries, known 
from literary sources to have existed in many 
temples, were actually found and measured at 
Paestum; and yet Mr. Fergusson omits them 
entirely from his section of that monument, 
without a word of justification (fig. 41). The 
notched architrave from tbeA&fftesitc, in which 
he sees ‘ the most direct pr6b£ of the theory/ 

4 final ifa its correctness/ has really no bearing 
upon the question, being simply an example of 
the commonest method of construction, when 
adjoining horizontal ceilings were employed oh 
different levels. This appears constantly in 
every kind of Greek buildings. 

In one instance, however, the author mvM 

*-• ‘ ' ' • 1 Rep. areb. ta«t. Aw«t. 
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be admitted to have proved his case. The plan 
and interior arrangement of the temple of Bas- 
sae — which is in so many wn^s exceptional 
among buildings of its class — Certainty point 
to some system of lighting by veiittetti windows 
above the interior ranges of pilasters. The 
curious i>osition of these buttresses, which are 
awkwardlyapaoed so as to stand in the axes of 
4be intercolunmiations of the side colonnade, 
and especially the discovery of perforated tiles 
on the site, make it more than, probable that 
this remarkably archaietic temple displays ,an 
intentional reversion to the manner of lighting 
the primitive, non-peripteral cella through open 
motors. It is to be observed that the statue 
of the deity was not placed in the space thus 
lighted, which seems to have been considered 
as a sort of inner vestibule before the Holy 
of holies, — a hall decorated, like the exterior of 
the Parthenon, with a carved zophoros, intend¬ 
ed to be seen by the general public. Mr. Fcr- 
gusson is probably at fault in supposing the 
image at Bassae to have been a mere Simula - 
cram, which had become sacred among the rude 
inhabitants of the mountain from some acci¬ 
dental cause. lie gives no reason for such a 
belief, and of no temple of antiquity is the 
story of the dedication so well known. The 
deliverance of the Arcadians by Apollo Epi- 
kourios, from a prevalent pestilence toward 
the end of the fifth century, does not admit the 
assumption of a rude symbol, or even of a 
xoanon, within his fane. 

The explanation of the roof-opening of the 
little cella upon Mount Ocha is good, ns is 
also the concise treatment of the corrupt text 
of Vitruvius. The importance of both these 
points has certainly been greatly overrated by 
previous writers upon the subject. Mr. Fer- 
gussou advocates the change of octaatyloa to 
• decastylos^ and et to eat , in the confhsed de¬ 
scription of the Roman builder; and this ap¬ 
pears plausible in view of the acknowledged 
corruption of the manuscripts, and the fact 
that the temple of Olympian Zeus at Athens, 
thus alone referred to, was the only building 
in Europe possessing all the peculiarities de¬ 
scribed. Having been without a roof at the 
time Vitruvius wrote, it certainly was sub divo 
and sine tecto, as he says, Mr, Fergusson’s 
restoration of this temple is ingenious; but as 
it is not known that the structure waB ever 
completed at all, and as even its plan is not 
yet ascertained, the attempt to delineate its 
roof is hardly of greater value than that dis¬ 
sertation 4 on the use of the particle 9t in the 
lost plays of Menander,’ which a. German 
scholar is wickedly reported to have written. 


And what mm mm to think of the disquisition 
on tkeCjha&tya temple of Kari6, dragged in to 
tend weight to this restoration? That excava¬ 
tion in the native rock is lighted by a great 
window at the front, as it of course only cau 
be: and yet in this feature Mr. Fergusson sees 
the direct influence of Greek and Roman archi¬ 
tecture, felt after the incursion of Alexander 
into India, and the establishment of the Bac- 
trian kingdom ; making the system of illumina* 
tlon employed for the cave an imitation of that 
in the temple of Zeus at Athena by the argu¬ 
ment that the appearance of light-openings on 
one side only must have been foreign to the 
wooden structures from which the Chaitya 
caves were in detail more or less imitated. 
Surety insistence upon precedent could be car¬ 
ried no farther. 

The author's restorations of other temples 
are interesting, but hardly less improbable ; the 
complicated makeshifts to which ho is driven, 
by his various systems of windows in light- 
shafts, being too remote from the simple and 
straightforward methods of ancient building to 
please our imagination, or satisfy our practical 
sense of constructive fitness. A detailed con¬ 
sideration of all the temples treated of would 
here lead to undue length. 

The account of the derivation and timbered 
prototype of the Doric style is inadequate; 
and the attempt to rehabilitate Falkener’s 
proto-Doric capital unreasonable, after the 
well-known proof by Bergau and Erbkam of its 
wrong combination out of fragments of Egyp¬ 
tian bases. Incorrect, also, is the reiterated 
statement, that no Doric temples were built 
after the age of Alexander the Great. In cer¬ 
tain parts of the Hellenic world other styles 
were but exceptionally employed, even in the 
latest epoch; as wo know, for instance, from 
the ruins of Pergamon, where there is a com¬ 
plete Doric peripteros (that of Athena Polias), 
which certainly was constructed under the dy¬ 
nasty of the Attalidae. The comparison of the 
development of temple-architecture among the 
Greeks with Catholic church-building during 
the middle ages and during the reign of Queen 
Anne is misleading. Style among the ancients 
depended rather on geographical, or, to speak 
more correctly, on ethnographical, distribution 
than on passing fashions. 

The description of the Parthenon is as thor¬ 
ough as any review antedating the recent in¬ 
vestigations of Doerpfeid, which may not hum 
been available at the time of writing. A toodel 
of the building, constructed by Mr. Fergosaon 
on a generous scale, one-fortieth of iie&afbe?< 
most be extremely interesting* Toomuohoan- 
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not be said in recognition of this interest in a 
tNNmch of science not over-popular in these 
day*, Which has led the author to an expense 
of time ttnd money hardly likely to be appre¬ 
ciated. Still, It Is to he regretted that the 
chief attention devoted to this reproduction 
was evidently directed to an exemplification of 
an improbable method of lighting. A second 
gallery is added to the temple^ the trenches 
sunk deeply in the roof being made accessible 
by stairs; and these piombi Mr. Fergusson 
sets apart for the females of the Athenian eon- 


satisfaction by students of archeology is the 
arraignment of Mr. Wood, the explorer of 
Ephesos, whose inadequate publications, and 
selfish hiding-away of the results of his richly 
endowed work, deserve all the asj>ertty with 
which Mr. Fergusson treats them (p. 32). 

The printing is careful. We notice Jtew 
minorerrors. Lagardette's folio is dated Paris, 
1879, instead of ‘aeveath year of the repub¬ 
lic (1799) ; > while ‘ M. # Boctticher’s <eemy, 
published at Potsdam in 1847, is said to be 
without date. 
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gregation, who must have been as uncomforta¬ 
ble there as the most confirmed misogynist of 
antiquity could have desired. The staircases, 
by the way, present in the section (pi. 8^ a 
curiously impossible arrangement, approaching 
from either side as they ascend, so as to in¬ 
tersect at the level of the gallery, and leave 
no landing-place, — not a good instance of 
that application of common sense to the study 
Off Greek architecture which Mr, Fergusson so 
warmly advocates. It has, moreover, been 
ascertained that the stairs in the Parthenon 
were situated where they might naturally be 
^ ***** neat to the entrance-door, not at 
the farther end of the naos. 

Apact.of the book sure to be read wUh great 


THE ORKNEYS AND SHETLAND. 

The Orkneys and Shetland; their past and present 
state. By Join? R. Tudor. London, Stanford t 
1888. 294-703 p. t illustr. 8°. 

Mr. Tudob has coileoled and revised a series 
of letters published under the nom de plume of 
‘ Old Wick,' in The field , the English sport- 
ing-joumal, from 1878 to 1880, on the Orkneys 
and Shetland, and, with contributions from 
several scientific friends, has prepared a very 
entertaining book on these out-of-the-way is¬ 
lands. The general reader will find in it an 
interesting historical essay, embracing the pe¬ 
riod from Norse occupation to modern times* 
followed by local descriptions and numerous 
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maps, that may well serve as a visitor’s guide. 
Primitive old-fashioned ways have endured on 
these remote islands till recent times, and fur¬ 
nish many anecdotes to enliven the descrip¬ 
tive pages. The more scientific student, with 
a liking for botany, geology, mineralogy, or 
archeology, will meet with much worthy of his 
attention. 

The two geological chapters, prepared by 
Messrs. Peach and Horne from their papers 
published in the Quarterly journal of the geo¬ 
logical society and elsewhere, are of chief sci¬ 
entific value, and are well illustrated by neatly 
colored maps. The southern group is shown 


sidernble variety of old raetnraorphic rocks, and 
numerous intrusives and eruptives. The rela¬ 
tions of* the latter to the adjoining masses is 
often finely exposed in the sea cliffs, and ques¬ 
tions of ago are not left to vague inference. 
Dikes, necks, intrusive sheets, and overflows 
are all well exhibited. But the geological inter¬ 
est culminates in the glacial question. These 
northern islands give the key to the movement 
of the combined Norwegian and Scotch ice- 
sheets, and show, as was first suggested by 
Croll, that they joined forces in the basin of 
the North Sea, and together moved north-west¬ 
ward, out into the Atlantic. The striae are of 
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to be almost entirely covered by the various di¬ 
visions of the old red sandstone ; and, indeed, 
this formation once extended over a great area 
thereabouts, now broken up into ragged islands 
by dislocation, erosion, and submergence, so 
that only the smaller part of the original depos¬ 
it remains. The topographic effect of former 
erosion at a higher level, followed by depres¬ 
sion, is seen in the irregular shore-line and 
fringe of islands shown in the view of Scal¬ 
loway. In their present attitude, the islands 
suffer most along their western coast, where 
the heavy waves of the Atlantic out them back 
into imposing cliffs, such as are found on the 
western side of Hoy* Shetland iudad$fr a con* 


two dates. The later ones depend on the local 
topography for their direction, and are referred 
to d 14 later glaciation/ though it is not shown 
that a non-glacial interval separated this 
from the greater or primary glaciation, during 
which the ice moved independently of lociu 
topography, over-riding all the hills and ridges* 
Only these are shown on the accompanying 
outline, which is traced and reduced from 
two maps of much larger scale in the original* 
On the Orkneys the scratches run norths 
west with much regularity. Marine shell* 
and rocks, derived from eastern Scotland one 
found in the bowlder-day. On Shetland 
approach of the ice was from the north-cakt* 
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but the motion changed to north-west about 
the middle line of the group. The great variety 
of rocks in north and south strips gives abun¬ 
dant opportunity for determining this motion by 
the direction of dispersion of the bowlders from 
their parent ledges. No Scottish bowlders are 
found here, nor do marine remains occur in the 
drift, liaised beaches do not appear on any 
of the islands. It is concluded that Scandina¬ 
vian ice covered Shetland, while Scottish ice 
advanced overdke Orknej's; the original mo¬ 
tion of both glacial sheets being changed where 
they coalesced, in the shallow North Sea, and 
turned to the line of least resistance, — north¬ 
west to the open ocean. There they must 
have ended in a great ice-cliff like that dis¬ 
covered by Ross in the Antarctic Ocean. It 
may be well to refer here to Ilelinnd’s study 
of the Faroes a few years ago, when he showed 
that they bear no marks of continental glacia¬ 
tion, the few scratches lie found there depend¬ 
ing on local form for their guidance. 

Our space forbids mention of the many other 
interesting topics that Mr. Tudor's book dis¬ 
cusses, although few volumes contain so many 
pages of entertainment to the general reader; 
but attention should be called to the well- 
considered character of the work, only sel¬ 
dom marred by a remnant of newspaper style. 
In its tablo of contents, illustrations, glossary, 
bibliography, and index, the volume is all that 
can be desired. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE. 


MATHEMATICS. 

Partial differential equations. — M. Darboux 
considers an arbitrary partial differential equation, 
defining a function, 2 , of any number of variables. 
Replacing % by z 4* ez\ developing according to pow¬ 
ers of e*and equating to zero tbe coefficient of e, a 
new equation is formed, which the author calls the 
auxiliary equation. The auxiliary equation d^ines 
solutions differing Infinitely little from a given solu¬ 
tion ; and so it has a signification which does not 
depend on the choice of variables, and which will 
remain unchanged by any arbitrary change of the 
variables. The equation, being linear, is easy to deal 
with* and conducts to many important results which 
are intimately connected with the given equation. 
The author considers especially two geometrical prob¬ 
lems. First: having given a surface, 2, attempt to 
the infinitely near surfaces which Will form 
with 2 one family of a triply orthogonal system. 
This problem, which has already been studied by 
Frdfc Cfcyley, Is equivalent to either of the following 
prohiemsT 1«, To find aU surfaces admitting Of the 


Same spherical representation as 2; or, 2°, To find 
ail the systems of circles normal to the family of sur¬ 
faces of which 2 is one. It follows at once, that, if 
the problem of the spherical representation of X is 
solved, the solution can be at once arrived at for the 
inverse surfaces to 2, or the surfaces arrived at by 
the transformation by reciprocal radii. 

The second problem considered by M. Darboux is 
one famed for its extreme difficulty; vis., to find the 
surfaces applicable to a given surface. Denote by (Jar, 
&y 9 6z, the increments taken by z, y, z, in passing from 
a point of the given surface, 2, to the corresponding 
point on an infinitely near surface: then, expressing 
the necessary condition to the solution of the prob¬ 
lem,—viz., that the small arc shall not change Us 
length,—we have— 

<fe d . dx + dy d . &y + dz d . &z 0. 
Replacing 6z, efe., by proportional quantities, — say, 
t p it *t, — tills is dxd&i + dydy x + dzdz x = 0; i,e. t 
theicorpeaponding elements on the surfaces 2 and 2* 
are orthogonal. M. Darboux*# problem Is thus con¬ 
ducted back toe problem solved by Id. Mrutard. The 






746 


SCIENCE, 


[Vol. H. ( JTo;,44» 


surfaces for which the problem can be solved are di¬ 
vided into certain cfosse** M. Darboux gives the ex¬ 
pressions for the co-ordinates of a point in terms of 
two parameters for the surfaces of the first class. — 
{Oomptes rendu*, March 10.) T, c. [441 

ENGINEERING. 

Theory of the aorew-propeller. — Mr. J. N. 

Warrington, of the Stevens institute of technology, 
discusses the theory of the screw-propeller, and the 
methods of designing it. He first discusses the action 
of the screw in the water, investigates the conditions 
of maximum efficiency, and obtains expressions for 
the efficiency in terms of the angle of the blades, and 
the ratios of resistance of friction to pressures ex¬ 
erted. Ho finds, as does Froude, that the angle of 
maximum efficiency is forty-five degrees. It is found 
that a small amount of slip does not necessarily give 
good performance, — a conclusion already proven by 
experience. It is found that the action of the screw-, 
in Its most efficient operation, does not involve the 
sternward projection of a solid stream; and hence 
It follows that all investigations based, as Is common, 
on that assumption, are inaccurate. Yet it is only 
the water that is thrown aft that gives propelling- 
power, and the nearer the stream Is solid, the better. 
He obtains the equation of the curve of the devel¬ 
oped screw from Thurston, and expressions for the 
magnitudes of diameter and thrust from Seaton. 
The second part of the paper is devoted to the 
designing of the screw according to the principles 
deduced in the first part. The shape of a blade 
upon which the water shall glide without shock, and 
from which it shall be thrown aft with a given velocity, 
acquiring that velocity by a uniform acceleration, is 
ven by its equation as deduced by Warrington, 
he relation between the pressure and the accelera¬ 
tion is ascertained; the slip is assumed, and the total 
resistance is given; and the required sire of screw is 
calculated. The magnitude of the losses of energy, 
and the efficiency, are determined, and the process is 
applied to the guide-blade propeller as well as to the 
common screw. Two wheels are drawn,— the one 
a U. S. naval-department screw, the other a screw 
designed on Warrington's plan. — (Jourtu Frankl. 
innt.y Aug.) it, is. T. (442 

Light prime motors. —President I>. Napoli, of 
La soci^td de navigation adrienne, in a communica¬ 
tion to the Adronautc, compares the weight of steam- 
engines and electric motors for use in aeronautics. 
He finds that the weight of fuel and water demanded 
by a steam-engine of twenty-horse power for ten 
hours’ work would be not far from 1,61)0 kilos (8,527 
lbs.), while the weight of an electric motor and its 
supplies Would bo about 1,400 kilos {6,087 lbs.); giv¬ 
ing a decided advantage to the latter aside from the 
weight of the engine, which may be anywhere from 
two hundred and fifty to four hundred per cent 
greater than the weight of its supplies, according to 
style, which M, Napoli does not prescribe. (C/won, 
ind., June.) k. h. t. ‘ [443 

Resistance of railway-train*. — Professor Franck 
has written a memoir on the resistance of trains 


studying the earlier experiments of Vuiliemln, Gueb- 
hard and Dieudonne, and of Bockl. He obtains the 
formula for resistance, 

, IFv a 
W “ m + 

in which to is the resistance in kilos per ton, Q is 
the weight in tons, m, l, and F are the coefficients, 
as follows: — 


For passenger-engines . . 

m = 0,0082 

a 

freight-engines . . . 

ro = 0.0088 to 0.0089 

tt 

the cars. 

m = 0.0025 

n 

all cases. 

( =0.1225 

a 

passenger-engines . . 

F-7 

u 

freight-engines . . 

F= 8 


passenger & box cars, 

F = 0.5 

11 

unloaded fiat cars . . 

F = 0.4 

a 

loaded fiat cars . . . 

F — 1.0 


The author of the paper considers that this for¬ 
mula, used with this assortment of constants, will 
allow of very exact calculation of the resistance of 
trains. — (M6m, soc. ing . cfe., June.) R. H. T, [444 

Dowson's gas for heating. —In 1882 the Messrs. 
Crossley put in a Dowson plant for making hiB gas. 
The trial of the system gave the following results: 
when the gaa was made from Triinsaran anthracite, 
a gas-engine consumed 1.5 pounds (0.68 kilogram) 
per hour per horse-power; when using Garnant an¬ 
thracite, the consumption was 1.4 pounds (0.64 kilo¬ 
gram). These results were so satisfactory that the 
Messrs. Crossley have adopted the gas-engine through¬ 
out their works, and are using some 200-horse power. 
The engine above referred to was of about 80-horse 
power. It is found that & larger engine, 40-horse 
power, uses but 1.2 pounds (0.54 kilogram). The 
process consists in passing a current of steam and air 
through a mats of red-hot carbonaceous materials. 
Coal-gas has nearly four times the heating-power of 
this gas, but the cost of the Dowson gas is to much 
less that it compensates this great difference. It Is, 
however, intended to compete with the gas produced 
from coal-oils. The author of the paper calculates 
that the costs of operating a steam-engine, and of 
working a gas-engine driven by his gas, are as three 
to two, the engines being of 100-horse power each. — 
{Proc, insf. civ, eng., 1888.) n. n. t . [445 

AGRICULTURE. 

Reversion of superphosphates lu the soil.— 

Farsky shows, that, when a small quantity of w*ter 
acts upon a superphosphate, the monocalelc phos¬ 
phate which it contains is decomposed into dicatclc 
phosphate and free phosphoric acid. The same pro¬ 
cess seems to take place when a superphosphate is 
mixed with the soil. Subsequently the free odd ap¬ 
pears, to act upon the calcium, Iron, and aluminum 
salts of the soil, forming dtcalcic phosphate and sol¬ 
uble acid phosphates of iron and aluminum. The 
latter are not stable, and soon pass into Insoluble 
com bln it ions (compare Science, I. 525). — (Iffafer- 
mann’s eentr.-bluff., xii. 460.) u. P. A, [415 

Finenea* of superphosphate*. —Farsky, both 
in pot-experiments with buckwheat, and in field-ex* 
petimento with several other crops, f ound that eoame 
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superphosphate gave a greater increase than fine. 
Exactly the opposite result was given by Wagner's 
experiments, reported in Scibmck, 1. 3X0. — (IHeder* 
marm'H centr^blatt,, % 11.463.) it. i\ A. [ 447 , 

Experiment* on the oonttmioua growth of 
wheat and barley. — These experiments by Voelck- 
er, on the plan of the well-known Rothamsted ex¬ 
periments of Lawes and Gilbert, are in progress at 
Woburn, on a light soil, and are intended to supple¬ 
ment those at Rothamsted, which are on a heavy clay 
soil. The present report gives the results of the sixth 
year, viz., 1882. The most interesting of the results 
are those obtained on four plots, two of which had 
received mineral manures and nitrates or ammonia 
salts, and two stable-manure. Each plot was halved. 
One half received the same fertilizers as in preceding 
years; while the other remained unmanured (in case 
of the stable-manure plots), or received the mineral 
fertilizers of the preceding year, but no nitrogen. The 
mineral fertilizers alone gave no larger crop than was 
obtained from plots unmanured for six years, while 
the other half of the same plots, which received nitro¬ 
gen, gave about thrice as large a crop. The evident 
conclusion was, that the plots were deficient in nitro¬ 
gen, and that the large amounts of nitrates or ammo¬ 
nia salts, which they had received lu previous years, 
had left no available residue of nitrogen in the soil. 
In the case of the plots which had received stable- 
manure. the unmanured halves showed that a por¬ 
tion of the manuring of previous years was still avail¬ 
able, though the gain thus caused was small. In all 
the experiments of this year, sulphate of ammonia 
produced better results than an equivalent quantity 
of nitrate of soda. — (./burn, roy . ayric. soc., xix. 209.) 
h. P. a. [446 

MINERALOGY. 

Cuapidine. —• This comparatively new mineral has 
been crystallograpbicAlly examined by G. von Rath. 
It occurs at Vesuvius in very characteristic spear¬ 
head-shaped crystals, which are not to be confounded 
with any other mineral. The crystals were found to 
be monocllnic, the apparent rhombic form being the 
result of twinning. The axial relation is a:fc:c = 
0.7348:1:1.9842. J3=*S9°22\ The measurements were 
made on a single small crystal, which showed no evi¬ 
dence of twinning; the symbols for seventeen differ¬ 
ent forms being obtained, cleavage parallel to the 
base, plane of twinning the orthoplnnaculd. Sections 
from the mineral gave the optical properties of mono- 
cilnlc crystal*. Material pure enough for analysis 
could not be obtained, as the mineral is peculiarly 
liable to alteration# An Analysis by E. Fischer, of 
impure material, showed that in addition to calcium 
fluoride the mineral contains the silicate Ca?SiO<. 

A very few minute crystals of a mineral resembling 
cuspidine were found at Vesuvius, occurring in or¬ 
thorhombic prisms, very much striated, parallel to the 
vertical axis, and terminated by an obtuse pyramid. 
An;approximate axial relation, a; b : c-0.560:1:0.417, 
was obtained; but the material did not admit of 
fnrther lnvestigation. — (EdtecAr. krynt, vUL 38.) 

- BmpfeoHte ~ Tiiis new mineral has been described 


by L. J. Igelstrfim as occurring at Htirrsjtiberg, Worm- 
land, Sweden, in small, well-formed crystals and 
fibrous aggregates. The prisms, sometimes attaining 
a length of six millimetres, are brilliant, and resemble 
diaspora in form, the prismatic angle being about 
128°~130°: with cleavage parallel to the brachypln- 
nacoid; hardness, greater than six; color, white, 
changing to yellow on exposure, owing to the oxida¬ 
tion of the iron; before tbe blow-pipe infusible, giving 
a beautiful blue color with cobalt solution, and, In the 
closed tube, neutral water, scarcely attacked by acids. 
Two analyses, after correcting for sixteen per cent of 
gangue, yielded — 


810, 

AI,0, 

WgO. CaO. FeO. 

v -— • 

11,0 

62,3 

30.6 

3.4 

13.8 

48.8 

33.3 

3.3 

14.8 


The mineral is a hydrous silicate of alumina, and 
the formula Al^Si^O,. 3H s O is proposed; but the 
analyses are not correct enough to lead to any definite 
formula — {Bull hoc. min. i vi. 40.) s. L. p. [450 

METEOROLOGY. 

Barometric maxima and minima. —The me¬ 
teorological conditions which are characteristic of re¬ 
gions of high and low pressure have been studied by 
various investigators, notably by Mohn, Clement. Ley, 
and Loomis. The latest contribution to this subject 
is made by Hiidebrandsson, who bases his conclusions 
upon observations made at Upsala and other stations 
in northern Europe since 1878. Ho discusses the 
angie of the wind with the barometric gradient, the 
wind velocity, the direction of the upper and lower 
clouds, the air temperature, the amount of cloudiness 
and rainfall, the transparency of the air and fog, — 
all with regard to their relations to areas of maximutp 
and minimum pressure. The conclusions are based 
wholly upon tabulations of the observations, and are 
primarily applicable to Upsala and vicinity, but are 
in general similar to those obtained for other coun¬ 
tries.—(La dintr. Hem. mU. autour min . et max . 
bar.) w. V. [451 

ZOOLOGY. 

Animal coloring-matters. — The application of 
the spectroscope to the determination and discrimi¬ 
nation of coloring-matters from living organisms has 
opened an interesting field of research. Dr, C. A. 
MacMnnn gives an extensive rteumt of previous 
work, and the results of his own studies in this field. 
His article is a valuable presentation of our knowl¬ 
edge of the subject; but It necessarily contains many 
details, and it therefore unadapted to a brief abstract 
The following points deserve special notice. Hhe- 
tnatlu may be prepared by a new method: “Fresh 
deflbrinated blood Is treated with a mixture of two 
parts of strong sulphuric acid to thirty-five of alcohol, 
and thrown on a filter, more alcohol being added to 
help the filtration; the filtrate is diluted with water, 
put into a separating funnel, and shaken up with 
chloroform, After standing some time, the chloro¬ 
form Is separated off, and filtered and evaporated. . , . 
Tbs residue corresponds to haematin as it Is usually 
described.” By the action Of strong mineral acids on 
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this haematln, Hoppe- SeylerV haem afco-porphy ri n 
was obtained; it is practically Identical with Tbudi- 
cum’s cruentin. When neutral dried cruentin is 
boiled with equal parts of rectified spirit and acetic 
acid, a five-banded spectrum was obtained, similar to 
if not identical With that of Preyer’s iron-free haema- 
tln. Bilirubin is identical with haematoidin. There 
are several lutein pigments; for example, that of the 
hen’s egg is different from that of the corpus lutoutn 
of the cow. Tetronerythrin is very widely spread, 
occurring in * the roses ’ around the eyes of certain 
birds, in the skin of the red mullet# and in many in¬ 
vertebrates; it is apparently capable of performing 
respiratory functions, somewhat like haemaglobln. 
Its presence in the crust of lobsters and crabs Is note¬ 
worthy. The various classes of invertebrates are 
taken up in succession, the following being the prin¬ 
cipal pigments described: chlorophyll, pentacriuln, 
cruentin (in starfishes), echlnocbrome, cochineal, 
aphideln, bonellein, haemocyanin (in blood of Octo¬ 
pus), aplyslopurpurin, dermolutein, etc. Numerous 
spectra arc reproduced in the charts. In an appended 
note, it is stated that chlorophyll is found In the liver 
of mollusks: of. Royal society’s proceedings, April 5, 
1883. — ( Proc . Birmingham nat. hist see., Hi. 851.) 
C. a. m. [452 

Molluakr 

Abyssal mollusks. — Dr. Jeffreys continues his 
valuable papers on the deep-sea mollusks of the 
Lightning and Porcupine expeditions. The last in¬ 
stalment Includes the Bclssurellidae, Trochidac, Tur- 
binldae, and Littorinldae, with two fine plates on 
which are figured twenty-one new forms. Several 
new genera are described. Tharsis Jeffreys lias a 
closed umbilicus and appressed peristome, which 
separate it from Cyclostroma: the type is Oystele 
romettensls Seguenxa. Ganesa is like a very ml-, 
nute, delicate Lunatia, with a perforate axis. Can- 
trainoa is suggested for Turbo pelovitgnus Cantraiue. 
Hela Jeffreys, beside being pre-occupmd, proves to be 
identical with the Japanese Cithna A. Ad. Iphitus 
Jeffreys Is a minute form, resembling Fossarus or a 
miniature Tectarius, with a peculiar apex and sub¬ 
spiral operculum.— (Proc. todL soc . Lond., March, 
1883.) w. H. i>. [453 

Further researches on nudibr&nohs. — Rergh 
prints an important paper, illustrated by five beautiful 
anatomical plates, as a supplement to his monograph 
of the family of which Polycera Cuvier Is the typical 
genus. After a number of general notes on species 
and genera, among which is the description of Ohola, 
a new genus collected by the Challenger at Arapura 
in ♦ the South Seas, the author considers the Doridi- 
dae in general, with their divisions and probable 
phylogeuy. , The genus Heterodorlfl of Vefrill and 
Kmerton is considered as probably belonging to a dif¬ 
ferent family. The Dorldidae are separated into two 
very well marked groups by the possession of a single 
large retractile crown of gills or of numerous non- 
retractile brauchia, cryptobranchiata, and phanero- 
branchiate respectively* The latter* connected with 
the typical Doridldae through bu«rodoris,4lverge in 
two lines, of which the more ancient form* Ire Hoto* 


dorls and Akiodoris. The former culminates In Floca- 
mophorus, with Ohola as a lateral branchlet, The 
latter passes through Acanthodoris, Gonlodoris, etc., 
toward Ancula and Drepania. 

The phanerobranchlate, non-suctorial Dorldidae 
form the Polyceradae (better Folyceratidae) of Bergh, 
and the suctorial forms his Goulodorldidae. Of these 
groups a full discussion is made, and a synopsis of 
their genera and species is given. They inhabit all 
seas, but are largest and most beautiful in the warmer 
regions. — ( Ver A tool. hot. get. Wien, Mara, 1883*) 
w. h. n. [454 

Worms. * 

Development of Phoronis.— A. Foettinger has 
published an article on this subject in Van Beneden’a 
Archives de biologic (iii. 670). He found in the mo¬ 
rula stage, that the cavity contained a few spherical 
or oval corpuscles, sometimes surrounded by a fine 
granular substance filling the whole segmentation 
cavity. The important question he deems to be, 
whether these elements, which are clearly the first 
rudiments of the mesoderm, are derived from the 
endo- or the ecto-derm. Kowalevsky Is In favor of 
the latter view, while Metschnikoff holds to their 
endodermal origin. If the larvae are treated with 
acetic acid, and immediately examined, evidence will 
be afforded as to the presence of the first mesodermic 
elements at a time when the ovum Is still segmenting; 
and, indeed, indications of them were seen in two 
cases, where the developing ova consisted of only 
eight blastomeres, for there is in them a central cor¬ 
puscle which appears to have a mesodermal signifi¬ 
cance. The author has no distinct opinion as to the 
origin of this cell, but inclines to doubt the explana¬ 
tion given by Metschnikoff. As to the still earlier 
stages, it is stated that the fecundated ova are de¬ 
veloped outside the body of the parent, but that they 
remain attached to the branchiae for a certain time. 
After the appearance of four blastomeres, two divide* 
and so give rise to a six-celled stage, with two large 
and four smaller cells, (As to the origin of the meso¬ 
derm, compare Hatschek’s researches on Bipuncu- 
lus, to be given shortly in Scikxch.)— (Joum. mter * 
soc. Lvnd. t iii. 500.) a b. m. [455 

Nervous system of Hirudines. — Salnt-Loup 
finds that the arrangements of the nervous system, 
which were thought to be peculiar to Clepstne, are 
very common among the Hlrudlnea, Commencing 
with NepheUs, he saw In the transparent tissues six 
capsules on the ventral surface of the ventral gan¬ 
glia, Similar capsules were observed In Aulastomum 
and Blrudo. The author detected in all Hirudixwm 
the Intermediate or unpaired nerve first described by 
Brandt in the medicinal leech. Salnt-Loup hopes to 
give a general account of the morphology of the ner¬ 
vous system of the group. — {Comptfi* rendu*, xoVi* 
1821; Journ. micr. soc. Land*, Hi. 505.) a ft. J*v 

Xhssfti* 

Cl«»alfl©*tion aftfee larger group*—From* 
study of the relationships of the lower fctsectSL 
Packard h«s heca lod to a imw 
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the larger groups, and proposes the following scheme, 
In which the names proposed for what he terms 
super-orders are all new: — 


SuptfiMjrdoM. 


Euglowsata. . 


' t 

Elytrophora . 


Karhynohota . 


Pbyloptera . 


Synapit-ra . , 


Ortfc!**. 


Sub-orilern, 


Hymflnoptora. 

I.epldoptoriw 

j (iMpluro (gemilrt»). 
IUptera, . , , , < J AphatUpiora. 

[ (Puplpara. 


Cokoptera 


i i Coloaptora (genulnft), 
j Btroji&iptera. 


Item Ip torn . , 

pNeiiraptem . . 

PweutUmeurojitern 

Ortboptum. 

, De rm atop lera. 


f (lomoptora. 

; j Ucwroptera. 
j I Phy*mpodH. 

| { Mallopbaga. 

t Trloboptom. 

I \ PlanlpvunU. 

| (OdviMttu. 

! ] Kphmnorlnu. 
( 1 ‘fatyptora. 

l 


Thyaammi . 


I Oimira. 
Bympliylti. 
tJollembola. 


A.mere ontUne is presented in this paper, which is 
only an abstract of his researches, to be published 
In full in the forthcoming report of the U. 8. ento¬ 
mological commission. — (Arner. nat., Aug.) [457 


centres in the cerebellum. The preservation of body- 
equilibrium is brought about, according to Bechterew, 
by the action of three peripheral equilibrium organs; 
viz., the semicircular canals, the gray matter of the 
third ventricle, and the olivary bodies of the medulla. 
Disturbances of equilibrium cannot act as a stimulus 
to the olivary bodies by reason of any change in press¬ 
ure of the cerebro-upinal liquid. The normal stimuli 
for this centre are found in tbe skin sensations, and 
perhaps muscle sensations, which reach tbe medulla 
from the spinal cord, Each of these three equilibrium 
organs, it is interesting to notice, Is not only con¬ 
nected with the cerebellum, through which it acts 
on the muscles, hut each is closely related also to one 
of tbe higher sense-organs, — the olivary bodies, to the 
skin; the semicircular canals, to the ear; and the gray 
maLter of the third ventricle, as is shown in detail in 
the paper, to the eye. The intimate connection ex¬ 
isting between the organs of sight and equilibrium is 
known to all; and this connection depends not so 
much on the visual sensations as on the position of 
the eyeballs. Injury to the centre in the third ven¬ 
tricle was always followed by marked changes in the 
direction of the axes of the eyeballs; and the author 
ad vances an ingenious theory to show that any change 
in the position of the eyeballs will act as a mechanical 
stimulus to tills centre. Taken in conjunction with 
previous work by the same author, this paper makes 
an important addition to our knowledge of tbe much 
discussed question of body-equilibrium. — 
archiv , xxxi. 474).) w. H. a. [458 


VERTEBRATES, 

The function of body-equilibrium. — The cen¬ 
tral gray substauce of the third ventricle, according to 
ReChterew's experiments, given in this paper, forms 
an organ of equilibrium in the same sense as the semi¬ 
circular canals and tbe olivary bodies. His investi¬ 
gations were made chiefly upon the dog; although 
confirmatory experiments upon other animals, birds, 
and frogs, are given. The method of operating was to 
trephine a hole through the sphenoid bone at the sella 
turcica; then, thrusting a small knife through 
the hypophysis into the third ventricle, a section could 
be made of the gray matter iu any desired direction. 
Injury of any portion of the gray substance of the 
third ventricle was always followed by disturbances of 
equilibrium, similar, in a general way, to those caused 
by section of the semicircular canals* The author 
points out that the disturbances of equilibrium which 
have been notioed by other observers, after sections 
mads In this region, but which were attributed either 
to the corpora striata or corpora tlialaml, were most 
prbtoftt&r caused by Injury to the wails of the third 
?«trfd«u To Explain how It is that the gray mat- 
V ter of the ventricle is afltected by changes in equillb- 
' rfcaif, he supposes that the cenebro-epimU liquid, 
W^hAi in thls portion of the ventricle lies almost In 
a dosed sao, assumes a rAle similar to that played by 
. Ahq endplymph of the semicircular canals, Changes 
body cause change* in pressure of 
>^r»ll«r sii • die 

WMch ■ aot. ieftexly m ■ the ^rdhjSwhit h 

si"‘./ a. 


Bird.. 

Sternum of Motorola. — In this paper Prof. 
Owen replies to a stricture on his plate of this bone, 
and makes many valuable remarks on Lhe sternum 
in general. He distinctly adopts the Lamarckian 
theory for the loss of the keel, and again calls atten¬ 
tion to the heterogeneous nature of the Katltae.— 
(Proc. tool . hoc., 1882, 080.) j. a. J. [459 

Pacinian oorpuscles of birds. — Mile. Josephine 
Cattant lias studied the corpuscles of Ilerbst iu the 
leg of the fowl. The axis of the corpuscle is consti¬ 
tuted by an extension of the nerve-fibre; the exten¬ 
sion comprising not only the axis-cylinder, but also 
the medullary and Schwann's sheaths. At the point 
of entry the fibre is slightly constricted, and there is a 
Ranvter ? s node where the fibre reaches the corpuscle. 
Within the corpuscle the axis-cylinder becomes rib¬ 
bon-like; the medullary sheath becomes thinner, and 
has a nucleus. The mass investing this terminal 6r- 
gan is composed of a web of fibres, with scattered 
ramified cells having oval nuclei; there are also two 
rows of cells with round nuclei along the nerve-fibre. 
The external envelope is a layer of connective tissue 
with very elongated nuclei. The nerve-fibre ends 
with a tittle flask-shaped dilatation, which has a gran¬ 
ular matrix In which each fibriila of the axis-cylinder 
ends in a little button. The author has also investi¬ 
gated the degeneration of these organs, after cutting 
thesoiatic nerve ; but this portion of her work Hea 
rather in the domain of pathology. — {Arcfi. iu it fttoU 

; V [4W 






750 


SCIENCE 


1f/unmals. 

The Ungual sense-organs of Ornithorhynohus. 

— K. B. Poulton has continued his researches on the 
ton guo( Science, i. 523) by studying that of OrnUho- 
rfaynchus. The tongue is about two inches long, and 
has only a small part free. The posterior third forms 
a large rounded conical protubcrauce, pointing ob¬ 
liquely forwards, and bearing at its apex two corne¬ 
ous teeth. The anterior division is covered by horny 
papillae, and has numerous mucous glands. The pos¬ 
terior division is more complicated, bearing various 
organs on Its dorsal surface: viz., numerous filamen¬ 
tous papillae; an arching fold, limiting the tongue 
behind; a mediail raphe, which does not reach the 
tip of the cone; and four gustatory pits, —one pair 
near together, in front; and one pair behind, widely 
separated. 

The papillae upon the anterior division of the 
tongue are largest in front, and smaller (and more 
scale-like) towards the base of the tongue, and also 
extend over the inferior surface of the basal protu¬ 
berance, Except a few in front, they are all cornified, 
pointed, and inclined backwards. In each of the in¬ 
terior of these papillae are lodged from one to four 
sub-epithelial sensory bulbs; a medullated fibre r^ns 
directly to each bulb, and there loses its sheath; whiVe 
the axis-cylinder is continued into a splndte-shaped 
body within the bulb, which, for the rest, consists of a 
series of nucleated lamellar envelopos. Poulton com¬ 
pares these organs with the Pacinian corpuscles, and 
considers them tactile. The epithelium between the 
papillae is not comifiled: in it are found the pore-like 
openings of the numerous mucous glands. 

The epithelium of the overhanging ventral surface 
of the posterior protuberance Is more specialized, in 
that four strata can he distinguished in it. Curious¬ 
ly, the outer Htrstum appears less corneous than that 
which it immediately overlies. Tim two teeth at the 
apex have a. very thick corneous layer, which, how¬ 
ever, docs not cover their tips, but forms a ring 
around an apical spot of softer epithelium.* 

The dorsal surface of the protuberance is covered 
by a simple epithelium, w with numerous hair-like 
papillae similar to those in Peraraelcs (Science, i, 
523). In all four of'Mm gustatory pits is a ridge pro¬ 
jecting from the base, and bearing the taste-bulbs 
under its surface. In the specimen examined the left 
posterior pit was (abnormally?) rudimentary, Each 
bulb lies in a papilla, which penetrates far into the 
epithelium, which is also pierced by a pore over each 
bulb. The terminal organ is the axial body (cell?) of 
the bulb, appended to the end of the nerve-fibre. The 
surrounding cell* are sub-epithelial, and form a sheath 
around the axial body. This observation confirms the 
author*'* theory that the taste-bulbs arose as papillary 
sub-epithelial structures. The value of this theory 
was asserted In the abstract of the author’s previous 
paper. Numerous serous glands open around the base 
of the gustatory ridges, Such glands appear to be 
veiy generally associated with the organs of taste, 
Around the pits ore smooth muscles, which (at least; 
around the mouths of the anterior p£lr)distinctly 
form sphincters, •* r v • - ,: - 
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The gustatory ridges of Ornithorhynohus, If they 
rose to the surface and wore shortened, would become 
like circuin vallate papillae; if they remained long and 
became furrowed, they would resemble the foliate 
areas of rodents: hence Poulton considers that the 
ridges represent & primitive form from which both * 
the principal types of elevated gustatory areas In 
mammals may have been derived. — (Quart, journ, 
micr. sc., xxiii. 453.) o. S. M. [461 

Lymphatio and blood vessels.—Dogiel describes 
the lymph-vessels of the renal capsule and gall-blad¬ 
der of the dog. In the renal capsule two layers can 
be distinguished, the outer of which alone is vascu¬ 
lar. Prof, Amstefn, in an appended note, states that 
the rudimentary bomologue of the fatty envelope of 
other species is Included in this outer layer, The 
lymphatics form a coarse network of large vessels, 
which are accompanied by blood-vessels, and spun over 
by a loose network of very fine capillaries, While In 
the meshes of the lymphatic network is an abundant 
collection of anastomosing blood-capillaries. Each 
mesh thus forms a vascular island. By this distri¬ 
bution the lymph-vessels are brought as far as possi¬ 
ble from the blood-vessels, — an arrangement which is 
attained ill various ways in other parts, and which 
is important for the perfect drainage of the tissues. 

In the gall-bladder there are three sets of lymphat¬ 
ics, — a net for the mucosa, one for the muscular!*, 
ami a third for the serosa externa. These are all de¬ 
scribed and figured, — (/IrcA. mlkr . anat t , xxii. 608. ) 
c. s. m. [462 

{Man.) 

Branchial arches and clefts.— Cadiat publishes 
an article destined to servo as “ an introduction to 
the history of the formation of the face and its dif¬ 
ferent cavities: of the neck, thorax, pharynx* and 
lung; ” also the peritoneum, pleurae, pericardium, 
respiratory cavities: and gills of fishes (!) The re¬ 
porter regrets to have found In the article nothing 
but redescriptions of the pharyngeal apparatus of the 
embryo chick. As the facts have been familiar to 
embryologists for very many years, tbe object of the 
publication is not obvious. — (Bofcift’s journ, 
phyniol. , xix. 88.) o. a. m. [463 

Laws of dentition. — Magitot publishes a some*- 
what lengthy essay on this subject; but the article 
hardly contains original matter, and is written from / 
a point of view too exclusively that of the demist — 

( Robin'# journ, imat. phy&io I., xlx. 59.) c. s. M. *|464 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Ancient Orkney-Xslanders. •— Dr. .7. G. Garsph 
has made a very thorough study of the crania and 
Other remains of the ancient inhabitants of the Ork¬ 
ney Islands. His paper takes up in detail their dwell* ■ 
ings, stature, limb-bones, and skulls, the last named 
with great detail, and expresses his results in elabe^ -■ 
rate tables. The author comes to the toUowii& tob^ , " 
elusions:*- '• ■ < ^ ^ 

It Is evident that In this series df skulk we feafi ; 
not a single pure rises to deal wltlvbut twodintuot -ft 
rdces, whleh have existed atprobablr&rs* dUferad if 
periods. ■: ■ The ftftT wt 11 ■ .«** • rudgr 
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seems to be the long-headed people, represented by 
the skulls from Skerrabrae andSaverough. We have 
heact the round-headed race, Which probably occupied 
1 the country for a considerable time. The time when 
these races inhabited the islands is quite uncertain. 
The abundance of deer-horn at Skerrabrae indicates 
the presence of these animals, which would probably 
be associated with forests. When tlie Romans visited 
the Orkneys, their historians tell us that there were 
no forests there. Also the absence of metals, and the 
rude implements, point to a people In the unpolished 
stone period. Some evidence Is also found in the 
washing* a way of the coast. The round-headfed race 
seems to have lived just before or at the beginning of 
the bronze period, — (Joum. anthrop. <na£,, xlii. 54.) 
J. W. J>. [465 

The Jutdiah type of face. — The peculiarity of the 
JutisU features consists in the form of the nose ami 
mouth. There is no nasal point or Up, properly so 
called, as in the Danish, Cymric, and Iberian face, and 
their inter-crosses; nor is there any approach to the 
flight bulb which distinguishes the Saxon. The end 
of the nose is rounded off somewhat sharply, and the 
septum descends considerably below the line of the 
noBtrlls. The lips are les* moulded or formed, and 
resemble the Iberian rather than the Saxon type. 
The lower lip, more particularly, is thick and deep. 
Hr. J. Park Harrison has been searching for speci¬ 
mens of the Juti»h countenance in Rent, Isle of 
Wight, and In South Hants. — {Joum. anlhrop. insL, 
xlii.Sfl.) j, w. r. [466 

Egyptian mechanioal methods. — Petrie, who is 
the author of a treatise on ancient metrology, has 
lately turned his attention to ancient Egyptian pro¬ 
cesses. Though much labor has been bestowed on 
the literary remains of Egypt and the description of 
monuments, little attention has been given to finding 
out the tools and methods by which tlieir results were 
reached. The first conclusion to which Mr. Petrie 
comes, is that the stone-cutting was performed by 
, means of graving-points far harder than the material 
to be cut. These points were bedded in a basis of 
bremae; and in boring, the cutting action was not by 
; grinding with a powder, a$ in a lapidary’s wheel, but 
by graving with a fixed point, as in a planing-macbine. 
From discovering spiral grooves in diorite and granite, 
at least *fa r pf an inch in depth, the author supposes 
' that an instrument was used of sufficient hardness to 
pehatmte the material that far at a single turn. In 
this, however, he was corrected by Mr. Evans. The 
\ alsnplest tool used was a straight bronze saw set 
with jewels; but there is proof of one circular saw 
which must have been fit Inches In diameter. For 
hobowing the insides of atone objects, the inventive 
; genius of the fourth dynasty exactly anticipated mod¬ 
ern devices by adopting tubular drills varying from 
> Afeof an inch in diameter and tfe of an inch in thick- 
diameter. Other drills, not tubu- 
„ lar, yh»e used for Small boles, one measuring PA, 
and tiw of. ah inch in diameter. But tbit 
is surpassed by the Uanpea of Sbnth America, who. 
dadU hOJesfn rock-crysUl by the rotation of a pointed 
worked with sand bod water* 


The writer of lb in note has seen, in Porto Rico, stone 
beads of the hardest material, 2 Inches long, bored lon¬ 
gitudinally with an orifice Vu of an Inch in diameter. 
The Egyptians understood rotating both the tool and 
the work. For the finishing of vases, a hook-tool must 
have been used; but the early Egyptians were famil¬ 
iar, not only with lathes and jewel-turning tools, but 
with mechanical tool-rests, and sweeping regular arcs 
iu cutting. In addition to the tools mentioned, are 
to be noticed those for dressing out drilled cores, stone 
hammering and smoothing, saws with curved blades, 
mallets, chisels, aazes, and bow-drills. For marking 
and indicating the plane of the stone, red-ochre paint 
was used in a variety of ways, well studied out by Mr. 
Petrie. Rock-excavation, both for saving the stone 
and for the creation of vaults apd chambers, was alto¬ 
gether an affair of drilling. Granite bowlders were 
utilized In the pyramids, but the best stones were 
taken from quarries. The method of handling these 
immense masses is not known. Hr. Petrie concludes 
with a sensible remark upon tbe oft-alleged Inhuman¬ 
ity of the pyramid and temple builders. To require a 
man every six years to serve upon the public works, 
during the season when he could do nothing else, 
would certainly not be a great hardship. — [Joum* 
anthrop . inst ., xlii. 88.) 0 . t. m. [467 

Navajo mythology. — The Navajos, says Dr. 
Washington Matthews, speak of five worlds, in four 
of which our fathers lived ere reaching this. In the 
first world were the first man, the first woman, and 
the coyote. In the second world were two other 
men, the sun and the moon people, and at the four 
corners were the people of the cardinal points. An 
amour of the sun with first woman led to the ascent 
of all to the third world, where they found another 
race of people living In the mountains. Here coyote 
stole the children of Tieholtsodi (he who seizes you 
in the sea), who caused a deluge to cover the earth. 
The emigrants ascended to tbe fourth world through 
the growth of a hollow reed. Here a‘ disturbance 
arose concerning the relative value of men and 
women, which resulted in favor of the men, After 
the lapse of some years they were pursued hither by 
the giant looking for his cubs, which coyote still 
concealed. The floods rose, and they were let up 
luto world five by the badger and the )oe,ust. The 
cubs were thrown down to the giant, and the waters 
subsided. Then came the fitting-up of the world for 
their abode. At this point of tho myth are several 
very pretty origin-stories about the dry land, the 
mountains, the sun and moon, the making of climate, 
etc. Here 1$ ope. “ On the fifth day the sun arose, 
climbed to the zenith, and stopped. Coyote said, 

* The sun stops because he has not been paid :< he de¬ 
mands a human life for every day that be labors/ 
At length a woman, the wife of a great chief, ceased 
to breathe, and grew cold. The sun travelled down 
the western sky, and passed behind the western 
mountain.” There Is a similar moon myth. Then 
follow the confusion of tongues, the making of the 
stark, the lengthening of Hie seasons, the forming of 
•noW) Hie planting if com. At this juncture, on 
account of the wickedness of, mankind, first woman 
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made the five great destroyers, — Yeitso, Tsinahale/ 
Delgeth, Tseta-holtsU-tahli, and Binayc. She also 
took to rear a foundling girl, Eslsanatlchi, The lat¬ 
ter, impregnated by the sun, brought forth twins, 
who, by the aid of their fattier, slay the five great 
destroyers of mankind. The stories of these Hercu¬ 
lean labors is charmingly told, and is full of theories 
about the causey of familiar things, such ae the birds, 
the shunning of a mother-in-law. The mother of 
the giants repeopled the world, built pueblos, estab¬ 
lished the gentes. The giants may fill! be seen in the 
waters of the Sait Juan, and the mother continues 
to send to the Navajos the snow, the spring thaw, the 
soft rain, the corn, and the green grass. — {Amer. an - 
tfg.t v, 207-224.) J. w. i\ [468 

EARLY INSTITUTIONS. 

A hiatory of guilds. — A Mr. Waterford, barrister- 
at-law, is writing a history of English guilds, Ho has 
already described the aims and purposes of the guilds. 
He has also described their history, and the history 
of public opinion and legislation regarding them, 
He is now taking up their geographical distribution 
la the different counties and towns. Extracts are 
given from the records. The work promises to be 
one of interest and value. The history of trade 
unions is a subject which deserves especial attention 
In these days. It is a very difficult Subject, however, 
and by no means mastered aa yet. Contributions 
towards its elucidation are therefore very welcome. 
— (An%. muff.) i). w. k. [469 

The Merovingian grant* of immunity. — Those 
grants, a chief source of feudalism, are not considered 
by M. Fust,el do Coulanges to have been confined to 
ecclesiastics, as is usually assumed. The grants to 
ecclesiastics were no doubt the most numerous, and 
the documents are at any rate better preserved; but 
lay proprietors received precisely tho same powers. 
The essential feature of the grant he regards as the 
exclusion of the public officials from the territory of 
the immunity, whether for judicial, fiscal, or military 
purposes.. Exemption from, financial burdens was a 
natural but not necessary nor universal consequence, 
in this he agrees with Heusler, differing from him, 
however, in holding that the grantee was absolutely re¬ 
moved from all relation to the public official, tho count, 
and stood only under the king; whtlo Heusler consid¬ 
ers that he-only became an Intermediary betweeu hie 
tenants and the count. The result of these grants 
was to completely break up the administrative system 
of the Frank empire by removing great stretches of 
territory from the authority of the public official, and 
practically to make the proprietor an irresponsible 
master over hie free tenants as well as his serfs. The 
same effects followed the grants of mtwdi&urdfum, or 
protection, by which the proprietor entered Into a 
purely personal relation to the king, ceasing to be 
nnder the authority of the count. This substitution 
erf a personal relation for the poll treat one of subject 
and ruler is also of the essence of feudalism. It is 
not possible to decide whether the #ra*|£» of immu¬ 
nity or those of munditmrdihm were the earlier. Im¬ 
munity, however? applying primarily to the land, 
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necessarily included tho personal relation; while 
mund&unftum, by an equal necessity, led to immunity, , 
The article is written fin the interesting style and 
with the characteristic lucidity of the author, and 
forms a most important contribution to the study 
of the origin of feudalism.— (Her. /U«£., July -Octo¬ 
ber.) w. f. a. {4?0 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

A cablk despatch was received Nov. 80, at Har¬ 
vard college observatory, announcing the discovery 
of a small planet by Palisa at Vienna. Its position 
Nov. 28,18 h. 20 m. ? Greenwich time, was, right ascen¬ 
sion, 8 h. 19 m. 14 s.; declination, north, 15° 52' 1*7"; 
dally motion in right ascension, —-w'; in declination, 
nothing. It is of the twelfth magnitude. The planet 
was readily Identified at Harvard college observe- . 
tory, and was observed by Mr. Wendell as follows: 
Nov. 80,9 In 80 m., Cambridge time; right ascension, 

8 h. 17 ra. 27 s.; declination, north, 15° 5U'. 

—* While the revenue steamer Corwin Was cruising 
on the coast of Alaska and in the north-west Abctlc 
Ocean in 1883, Dr. Irving C. Rosse, her medical offi¬ 
cer, found leisure to prepare a series of medical and 
anthropological notes, which have just been published 
by tho Treasury department. The medical notes, 
although they exhibit tho mind of a keen observer, 
are rather technical than racial: there is a short 
chapter on medical and surgical subjects, however, 
p. 25. The author holds that the marks of dis¬ 
tinction between the Eskimo and the Chukchi are 
not very plain. At Kotzebue Sound many of the 
natives are tali and of a commanding appearance. 
Uniformity of features, socomjuonly attributed to the 
Eskimo, has frequent exceptions; many of the native# 
exhibiting countenances at Chinese, Jewish, Milesian, 
or even Mulatto cast. The experiments of strength 
and agility in rowing, racing, throwing stones, and \ 
lifting, given on p. 29, are valuable contributions to 
anthropometry. The popular notion regarding the 
great appetite of the Eskimo is one of the current 
fallacies, according to Dr. Rosse. As to the comwev* 
cial connection between the two continents, datives 
cross and recross Bering Strait to-day on the ice and in 
primitive skin’canoes, which have not been improved 
since the days of prehistoric man. With a vjew to 
finding out whether any linguistic affinity existed bp- 
tween the Japanese and the Eskimo, Dr. Rosse caused 
several Japanese boys employed on the Corwin to talk 
on numerous occasions to the natives, both on t$e; 
American and Asiatic coast; but in every instance 
they were unable to understand the Eskimo, and #»« 
sored him that they could not detect a single word 
that bore any resemblance to words in their own lan¬ 
guage. The language varies greatly from point to 
pojnt. The interpreter taken at $t. Michaels could 
with difficulty understand the natives of PoinkBar* 
row, while at tit, Lawrence Island and on Site Asiatic 
side he could understand nothin# *t alb Theaulhbr 
happily likens spoken languages to those speclei ^ ^ 
animals which ai» stttl tu a pbrntlo eondi^oit and 'tm .■ 
Undergoing farther development. 
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is one of these, and yields with facility to almost any 
external influence. 

Dr, Rosse speaks slightingly and flippantly of phil¬ 
ological studies, and holds that the observation of 
habits In satisfying the demands of nature is a surer 
ide to racial affinities. The dietetic Value of seal, 
ar, walrus, eider-duck, whale, and reindeer, is dis¬ 
cussed ; and we are led to believe that the Eskimo are 
by no means to be pitied for their miserable food. 
Bays Dr, RosSe, “We dined occasionally 6n fresh 
trout, young wild duck, and reindeer, . . . There is 
scarcely any better eating in the way of fish than 
Ooregonus, and certainly no more dainty game than 
young wild geese and ptarmigan.’ 1 The cranberries 
and a kind of kelp are the only vegetable food. Eggs 
In all states are eagerly devoured, though the women 
will not take gull’s^ggs. Game is both plentiful and 
very tame. ' 

Courtship and marriage are exceedingly simple, 
parturition is easy, families are small, and mortality 
among the new-born excessive. The description of 
the carrying of infants and the plays of children ex¬ 
hibit In the author a geuuine sympathy absolutely 
necessary in an observer of natural history. The per¬ 
sonal ornamentations are chiefly tattooing and wear¬ 
ing labrets. The native has no music in his soul, 
although rare instances of acquired facility in singing 
j Mo 4 playing are recorded. He is a born dancer or 
jumper, however, mingling this pastime with all his 
feasts. Dr. itos&e speaks in the highest terms of the 
Eskimo art talent and of the facility shown by some 
ho learning Lhe art of the higher race. Of the intel¬ 
ligence of the race the author has a high opinion. In 
Speaking of their crania, Dr. Rosse confirms the re¬ 
sults of Dr, Kohlmann, that there Is no liked Eskimo 
cranial type. As to character, uncontaminated, they 
are models of truthfillness and honesty; hut as to 
chastity, Herder was far from truth when he wrote, 
“The blood of man near the pole circulates slowly, 
the heart beats but languidly: consequently tlio mar¬ 
ried live chastely, the women almost require compul¬ 
sion to take upon them the troubles of a married life.” 

Owing to his hard life, the conflict with his circum¬ 
stances, and his want of foresight, the Eskimo soon 
becomes a physiological bankrupt: aud, his stock of 
vitality being exhausted, his bodily remains are cov¬ 
ered with stones* around which are placed wooden 
masks, aud articles that have been useful to him 
during life; or they we covered with driftwood, and 
this weapons and personal effects placed near by, in 
response to the sentiment commemorated by Schiller 
.£dl * Bringet hier dleJetaten gaben. ’ 

— Tho Ottawa microscopical society hold a convex 
sakione on Nov. 20, at which nearly throe hundred 
Invited guests were entertained by the president and 
members. The admirable arfangemei^of the rooms 
, allowed of a varied programme. Microscopes of vari¬ 
ous makers and models, and of highest grade, wore 
outin the upper story of the building; while the 
v;|o#dr hall was devoted to music, elocution, the oxy- 
i#drogen microscope, and the store opti cod. In the 
the Rev., jtjfc Ball aud, of the College of Ot- 
. ^iiAwai the gaamlcrosoope and gas-lantern charmed 


all by the novelty and brilliancy of the objects and 
views presented to them. The entertainment lasted 
•nearly three hours, and a repetition is eagerly de¬ 
manded. 

The general meetings of the society will be held 
this winter on Dec, IS, Jan. 16, Fefi. 10, and March 
IS, at eight p.m., in the offices of ^he Geological sur¬ 
vey. 

— In accordance with the vote passed at the public 
meeting of the Archaeological institute of America, 
reported In Science, No. 41, the Hou. Samuel C. 
Cobb and Messrs. Henry Lee, William Endicott, jun, f 
Oliver W. Peabody, and John 0. Phillips have been 
appointed a committee to solicit subscriptions for the 
publication of the report of the investigations at Assos 
and for the general work of the institute. Twenty 
thousand dollars are needed; and subscriptions may 
be sent to either of the members of the committee, or 
to Henry L. Hlgginson, Esq., treasurer of the insti¬ 
tute, No. 44 State Street, Boston. 

—At the third annual meeting of the Natural science 
association of Staten Island, held in the village hall, 
New Brighton, Nov. 10, Dr. A. L. Carroll was chosen 
president; Samuel Hensbaw, treasurer; Charles W. 
Lang, recording secretary; Arthur Hollick, corre¬ 
sponding secretary; and W. T, Davis, curator. The 
society numbers seventy, and has a balance in the 
treasury. Objects of Interest were exhibited aP this 
meeting by soven members, and consisted very large¬ 
ly of specimens collected in the immediate viciuity, 
*— the highest sign of activity. 

— The editor of the American monthly microscopical 
journal announces that the office of publication will 
be removed to Washington with the beginning of 1884. 

— The Russian academy of science held its cen- 
tonnary anniversary at St, Petersburg with much 
ceremony on the second of last month, under the 
presidency of Count Tolstoy, the Russian minister of 
the interior. 

— The Monlimr indlustrielle announces that the 
International exhibition at Marseilles opened on the 
15th of November, and remains open until April $1, 
1884. The programme is extensive, and, on the 
whole, embraces much the same range of subjects 
as the London fisheries exhibition. 

— After the electrical exhibition in Paris, a number 
of French electricians formed themselves into a club, 
which has met once a month for a dinner. From 
this small beginning there has developed an ( Inter¬ 
national society of electricians.’ The society num¬ 
bers more than nine hundred members from twenty 
nationalities. Information may be had from Georges 
Berger, ©9 Rue de Grcnelle, Paris. 

— Mr* Charles A. Ashburner of the State geological 
survey la completing his surveys and examinations 
in Cameron, Elk, and Forest counties, Penn. Mr. 
Ash burner’s report, to be accompanied by maps and 
sections, will be published late In the winter, and 
will contain much Information of interest to the coal 
and All operators in this section of the state. 

—The next issue of the Library of aboriginal 
AmeHcim 1 literature, published by Dr. D. G. Brinton, 
Philadelphia, will be ‘The comedy of Guegnence/ 
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a play written and acted by the natives of Nicaragua. 
It date# from the seventeenth century, and is written^ 
In a curious dialect, half Artec and half Spanish. It 
will be ready early in December. 

— An itinerary has been issued of the first part of 
the map of the route of the Alaska military rocon- 
nalssance of 1883 by Lieut. Schwatka. The total 
length of raft-journcy on the Yukon Itiver from Lake 
Lindeman to Nuklakayet was 1,803.2 miles, belngthe 
longest raft-journey in the interest of geographical 
science. He gives the length of the Yukon’Stiver as 
2,048.5 miles. 

— At the meeting of the Engineers’ club of Phila¬ 
delphia, Nov. 17, Mr. Kdw. I. H. Howell presented a 
sketch of the practice and peculiarities of the English 
machinists with regard to machine-tools. Ho also 
exhibited specimens of polished shafting, from to 
2j" in diameter, cold drawn, like wire. The secre- 
tary, Howard Murphy, read an illustrated paper by 
Mr. G. T. Qwilliam, upon the methods of making 
and placing the mattresses and fascines at the exten¬ 
sion of the Delaware Breakwater harbor. The sec¬ 
retary presented notes, by Mr. John J. Hoopos, to 
Illustrate methods of computing tables by successive 
additions instead of separate calculations. Mr. John 
Haug presented illustrated notes utfon boiler con¬ 
struction, touching especially upon what should be 
»ho#n In drawings and specifications for boilers. 
Mr. George S. Btrong exhibited specimens of cylin¬ 
drical and corrugated flues; the former readily yield¬ 
ed to the pressure of the fingers, while the latter 
was trampled upon without injury. The secretary 
read, for Mr. 0. J. Ilexamer, a description of his 
experiments upon, with a discussion of the causes 
of, dust-explosions In mills. Mr. William A. Ingham 
considered that some explosions in coal-mines are 
probably attributable to the immense quantity of fine 
dust in the air; and Mr. T. Mellon Eogers, in re¬ 
sponse to Mr, Hcxamer’s comments upon the general 
absence of adjustable rolls in Philadelphia mills 
being a common cause of Ignition by the friction of 
foreign metallic particles in the stock, spoke of their 
general use in the west. 

— The mathematical section of the Washington 
philosophical society has resumed its sessions. At the 
meeting held Nov. 21, Mr. C. H. Kummell discussed 
the theory of errors as practically tested by target¬ 
shooting, in which he showed the effect of a difference 
of precision in the vertical and horizontal directions, 
and of taking account of the lost shots on the for¬ 
mulae employed. 

— 0. 0. Stewart of St. Thomas's hospital, London, 
and Mr. G. Latham Browne of the Midland circuit, 
have published the reports of various trials for mur¬ 
der by poisoning, from the trial of Tawell to that of 
Dr. Lamson. The book also gives directions for analy¬ 
sis, and points out difficulties that have occurred, or 
are likely to occur, in proving the presence of poison 
to a jury. The ChemiocU news considers the book “ in¬ 
dispensable to all chemists who practise in toxicol¬ 
ogy, of great value to the medical profession generally, 
and doubtless no lew so to solicitors end counsel who 
may be concerned in poisoning oases.” r 


— The Jndustrie-bltttter of Aug. 4 reports an in¬ 
genious fraud In jewelry. Thin plates of some, pre¬ 
cious stone, as for instance of emerald, have melted 
glass of the same color as the stone poured on one 
side. The real stone is set outside, so that, when 
tried, the jewel presepts every appearance of being 
genuine and of the right hardness. These stones are 
called in the trade pterrea fines doublets. The only 
test Is to hold the stone edgewise, when, of course, 
the two sides will show different refraction. ' Atty 
connoisseur will thus be able to detect the fraud; 
but, If set, this could hardly be done, 

— The Monltenr dee fils et Menus calls attention to 
a description of vegetable wool called kapoc. It 
comes from Java, and a specimen is on view at the 
Amsterdam exhibition. It arrives at Amsterdam in 
its leathery covering ? being itsqtf enveloped in the 
seeds. It is then freed from both, and is carded so 
as to make a very light mattress wool, worth about 
8}d j>er pound. One of the houses engaged in this 
operation had made trials in spinning and dyeing 
this material; but the filaments are said to be like 
strings, and their industrial application consequently 
a matter of uncertainty. 

— The Industrie zeitung gives a description of the 
source of the much advertised Hunyadi Janos wa¬ 
ter. Fourteen springs rise in a marsh near the town 
of Ofen in Hungary, which is the property of Herr 
A. Saxlehnes of Budapeath. Four of the strongest 
springs flow into a cement-lined cistern, whence the 
water is pumped into a second reservoir and cleared, 
then passed through other purifying-vessels, until it 
is bottled by an Ingenious arrangement, ten bottles 
being filled at once. The yearly sale amounts to 
about three million bottles. 

— Caillaud communioates to the Geographical soci¬ 
ety of Paris some statementssln regard to a plant of 
the strychnine family, native to Tonqttin, to which 
remarkable virtues are ascribed. It is called by the 
Annamitea, who make use of it, i hoaugn&n.’ It 
grows in the mountains which separate the valley of 
Mekong from southern Tonquiu, and is a vine whose 
bark, In which the active principle exists, is a violent 
poison. Its use was communicated by a native con¬ 
vert to the missionaries. M. Lesserteur, formerly a 
missionary in Tonquin, and nOw director of the semi¬ 
nary of foreign missions, has published a pamphlet, 
In which he recounts numerous cases In which 4 cure 
was effected. Dr. F, BarthSlemy of Nantes has also 
made a special study of the drug, which appearrtp 
act as an alterative and anti spasmodic. It is also 
under Investigation by the medical school of Alfort, 
Cures of active hydrophobia are claimed for it, and 
several cases mentioned In detail. It is also said to 
be an antidote to the venom of serpents, and to re¬ 
lieve cutaneous diseases. While under the effect of 
the drug, it is said that alcoholic liquor or heating 
food must be absolutely avoided as liable to induce 
active poisoning. Altogether, while there may be a 
valuable medical agent In this new'drug, the account* 
given of It recall those which heralded the introduc¬ 
tion of the notorious South-American *musda-> 
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THE SIGNAL-SERVICE AND STANDARD 
TIME. 

It has been announced that the chief signal- 
officer has ordered his corps of observers to 
continue to be governed by the local time of 
their respective Rations. It is difficult to un¬ 
derstand this action on the part of Gen. Iiazen. 
It would seem, that, next to the transportation 
companies, the weather bureau would be most 
benefited by the adoption of a system of time 
which would render all observations strictly 
and easily Comparable with each other. ■ The 
position taken by the service is all the more 
remarkable, when it is remembered that only 
two or three years ago its chief was himself a 
warm advocate of the new scheme, and de¬ 
clared his anxiety to further its introduction in 
every way in his power, it wilt be everywhere 
admitted that the adoption of standard time 
by all observers would greatly aid in seeming 
its acceptance by th§ people generally; and it 
Is to be hoped that it will be shortly done, un¬ 
less some grave reason, which is certainly not 
apparent, exists for its rejection. 


A SUGGESTION TO AUTHORS. 

Authors who republish in a separate form 
papers originally printed in society transac¬ 
tions or journals should be careffil to preserve 
the original pagination of the serial from which 
they are extracted, or to indicate the same in 
some dear way for purposes*ofi ready and cor¬ 
rect reference. Tt would fsally be worth call¬ 
ing a convention of our scientific societies for 
; the purpose, If a reform opUld be effected in 
; Time is too precious to be Wasted 

often fruitless, for an original source, 
wbefe H could have been indicated, without 
upon the separated copies. 

; ^ be ft* better If the original page 

1 ,T 1 beleftintact without overimnni^gf t 

.i; • 1 . ‘ l ? v ■_ 


otherwise errors of reffircuce will be entailed 
on posterity^which will prove justly exasper¬ 
ating to the student obliged to consult the vast 
literature of that coming day. The reform 
cannot come to^soon nor be too thorough. 


EXPERIMENTS IN BINARY ARITH¬ 
METIC. 

Those who can perform in that most neces¬ 
sary of all mathematical Operations, simple 
addition, any great number of successive ex¬ 
amples, or any single extensive example, with¬ 
out consciousness of a severe mental strain 
followed by corresponding mental fatigue, are 
exceptions to a general rule. These troubles 
are due to the quantity and complexity of the 
matter with which the mind has to be occupied 
, at the same time that the figures are recog¬ 
nized. The sums of pairs of numbers from zero 
up to nine form fifty-five distinct propositions 
that must be borne in memory, and the ‘carry¬ 
ing * is a fhrthcr complication* The strain and 
consequent weariness are not only felt, but 
seen, in the mistakes in addition that they 
cause. They arc, in great part, the tax ex¬ 
acted of us by our decimal system of arithme¬ 
tic. Were only quantities of the same value, 
in any one column, to be added, our memory 
would be burdened with nothing more than the 
succession of numbers in simple counting, or 
that of multiples of two, three, or four, if the 
counting is by groups. 

It is easy to prove that the most economical 
way of reducing addition to counting similar 
quantities is by the binary arithmetic of Leib¬ 
nitz, which appears in an altered dress, with 
most of the zero-signs suppressed, in the ex¬ 
ample below. Opposite each number in the 
usual figures is here set the same according to' 
a scheme in which the signs of powers of two 
repeat themselves in periods of four: a very 
small circle, like a degree-mark, being used to 
express any fourth power in the series; a long 
loop, like a narrow 0, any square not a fourth 
power $ a cum upward and to the right, like a 
phonographic J, any double fourth power; and a 
corye to the right and downward, like a phono¬ 
graphic r f any half of a fourth power; with a 
vertical bar to denote the absence of three 
successive powers not fourth powers. Thus 
the equivalent fbrone million, shown in the 
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example slightly below the middle, is 2 W (repre¬ 
sented by a degree-mark in the fifth row of these 
marks, counting from the right) plus 2 IT +2° 
(two /-curves in the fifth ana third places of 
/-curves) plus 2 14 -f-2 J4 -f-2 e (three loops) plus 
2 l ® (the r-curve at the extreme left) ; while 
the absence*of 2 s , 2 s , and 2\ is shown by the 
vertical stroke at lire right. This equivalent 
expression may be verified, if desired, cither 

Example in addition by tuso notations. 


77,823,87*1 
14,348,007 
8,634,012 
5,764,801 
4,635,867 
1,504,823 
0,417,728 
4,782,960 
83,886,073 
84,012,224 
2,903,111 
48,828,126 
1,724,826 
7,520,580 
43,844,817 
10,000,000 
8,384,712 
1,058.125 
11,308,417 
769,375 
21,180,840 
0,765,625 
18,643,788 
1 , 000,000 
44,780,248 
1,880,568 
2,617,471 
40,863,607 
4,4S8,414 
1,670,616 
23,708,715 
11,800,625 
045,754 
823,648 
15,808,805 
60,466,176 
80,685,377 
10,077,606 
10,416,881 
43,040,721 

740,685,081 
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the figures on the f right are equal to those on the 
left:, or to know any thing more than the order 
in which the different forms are to be taken, 
and the fact that any one has twice the value 
of one iu the column next succeeding it on 
the right. The addition may be made from the 
printed page, first covedug over the answer with 
a paper held fast by a weight, to have a place 
for the figures of the new answer as successively 
obtained. The fingers will be found a great 
assistance, especially if one of each hand be 
used, to point off similar marks in twos, or 
threes, or fours, — as many together os can be 
certainly comprehended in a glance of the eye. 
Counting by fours, if it can i>e done safely, is 
preferable, because most rapid. The eye can 
catch the marks for even powers mom easily in 
#going up, and those for odd powers (the l and r 
curves) in going clown, the columns. Beginning 
at the lower right-hand corner, we count the 
right-hand column of smalt circles, or degrqe- 
marks, upwards: they are twenty-three in num¬ 
ber. Half of twenty-three is eleven, and one 
over: one of these marks has therefore to be 
entered as part of the answer, and eleven carried 
to the next column, the first one of ^-curves. 
But since the curves are most advantageously 
added downward, it is best, when the first col¬ 
umn is finished, simply to remember the re^ 
mainder from it, ami not to set down any thing 
until the bottom is reached in the addition of 
the second column, when the remainders, if any, 
from both columns, can be set down together. 
In this case, starting with the eleven carried, 
and counting the number of the curves, we 
find ourselves at the bottom with twenty-four, 
— twelve to carry, and nothing to set down ex¬ 
cept the degree-mark from the first column. 
With the twelve we go up the adjoining loop-col* 
umn, and the sum must be even, as this place 
is vacant in the answer; the r-curve column 
next, downward, and then another row of der 
gree-marks. The succession must be obvious 
by this time. When the last column, the one in 
loops to the extreme left, is added, the sum has 
to be reduced to unity .by successive halvings. 
Here we seem to have eleven: hence we enter 


by adding the designated powers of two, from 
524,288 down to 64, or by successive multipli¬ 
cations by two, adding one when necessary. 
The form of characters here exhibited was 
thought to be the best of nearly three hundred 
that were devised and considered, and in About 
sixty cases tested for economic value by actual 
additions. 

In order to add foem, the object for which 
those forty numbers me here presented in two 
notations, It is u<St accessary to know Jusfc wAy 


one loop, and oarry five to the next place, 
which, it must be remembered, is of scarves. 
Halving five, we express the remainder by 
entering one of these curves, and carry the 
quotient, two, to the degree-mark place. Hslv* 
ing again gives one-in the next place,‘that of 
{•curves; and the work is complete. 

It is recommended that this work be gone 
over Several times for practice, until: the* 
pearwnee and order of the characters, ahijj itfif ; ; 
details of the method, become familiar } ; i 
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when the work can be done mechanically and 
without hesitation, the time occupied in a com- 
/ plete addition of the example, and the mistakes 
made in it, be carefully noted; that this be 
done several times, with an interval of some 
days between the trials, and the result of each 
* trial kept- separate ; that the time and mistakes 
by the ordinary figures in the same example, 
in several trials, bo observed for comparison. 
Please pay particular attention to the differ¬ 
ence iit the kind of work required by the two 
methods in its bearing on two questions, — 
which of them would be easier to work by for 
hours together, supposing both equally well 
learned? and in which of them could a reason¬ 
able degree of skill be more readily acquired 
by a beginner ? The answer to these questions, 
if the comparison be a fair one, is as little to 
be doubted as is their high importance. 

Eight volunteer observers to whom this 
example has already been submitted showed 
wide difference in arithmetical skill. One of 
them took but a few seconds over two minutes, 
in the best of six trials, to add by the usual 
figures, and set down the sum, but one figure 
in ail the six additions being wrong; another 
added once in ten minutes fifty-seven seconds, 
and once in eleven minutes seven seconds, with 
half the figures wrong each time. The last- 
mentioned observer had had very little training 
in arithmetical work, but perhaps that gave 
a fhirer comparison. In the binary figures she 
made three additions in between seven and 
eight minutes, with but one place wrong in the 
three* With four of the observers the binary 
notation required nearly double the time. 
These observers were all well practised in com¬ 
putation. Their best record, five minutes 
eighteen seconds, was made by one whose 
best record was two minutes forty seconds 
in ordinavy figures. The author’s own best re¬ 
sults were two minutes thirty-eight seconds 
binary, and three minutes twenty-three sec- 
„ ends utoiai. He thus proved himself inferior 
to the last observer, as an adder* by a system 
in which both were equally well trained; but a 
greater familiarity (extending over a few weeks 
instead of a few hours) with methods in binary 
addition enabled him to work twice as fast with 
them. Ortho author’s nine additions by the 
ufrnal figures, fbnr were wrong in one figure 
j of his thirty-two additions by different 
; fotens of'binary notation, five were wrong, one 
. of them in two places. One observer found 
thathe required one minute thirty-three sec* 
-ydfcdfi' to add a single column (average of 
;* hy the usual figures, Ana fifteen seo- 

fawmt the characters in one (average 


of six tried) by the binary. Though these ad¬ 
ditions were rather slow, the results are inter¬ 
esting, They show, making allowance for the 
greater number of columns (three and a third 
times as many) required by the binary plan, a. 
saving of nearly half; but they also illustrate 
the neeessitj* of practice. This observer suc¬ 
ceeded with the binary arithmetic by avoiding 
the sources of delay that particularly embar¬ 
rass the beginner, by contenting himself with 
counting only, spd not stopping to divide by 
two,Jto set down an unfamiliar character, or to 
recognize the mark by which lie must distin¬ 
guish his next column. One well-known mem¬ 
ber of the Washington philosophical society 
and of the American association for the ad¬ 
vancement of science, who declined the actual 
trial as too severe a task, estimated hie prob¬ 
able time with ordinary figures at twenty min¬ 
utes, with strong chances of a wrong result, 
after all. 

These statistics prove the existence of a 
class of persons who can do faster and more 
reliable work l>y the binary reckoning. But 
too much should not l>e made of them. Let 
them serve as specimens of facts of which a, 
great many more are to be desired, bearing on 
a question of grave importance. Is it not 
worth our while to know, if we can, by impar¬ 
tial tests, whether the tax imposed on our 
working brains by the system of arithmetic in 
daily use is the necessary price of a blessing 
enjoyed, or an oppression ? If the strain pro¬ 
duced by greater complexity and intensity of 
mental labor is compensated by a correspond¬ 
ingly greater rapidity in dealing with figures, 
the former may be the case. If, on the con- 
trarj*, a little practice suffices to turn the bal¬ 
ance of rapidity, for all but a smuli body of 
highly drilled experts, in favor of an easier 
system, the latter must be. This is the ques¬ 
tion that the readers of Science are invited to 
help in deciding. The difficulties attending a 
complete revolution in the prevalent system 
of reckoning are confessedly stupendous; but 
they do not render undesirable the knowledge 
that experiment alone can give, whether or not 
the coat of that System is unreasonably high; 
nor should they prevent those who accord them 
the fullest recognition from assisting to furnish 
the necessary facts. 

Those who are willing to undertake the ad¬ 
dition on the plan proposed or on any better 
plan, or who will submit it to such acquaint- 
anee8 v skilled or unskilled, as may be persuaded 
to take the trouble to learn the mechanism of 
blrihrj adding, will confer a great fayor by in- 
forming thq writer of the time occupied, and 
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number of mistakes made, in each addition. 
All observations and suggestions relating to 
the subject will be most gratefully received. 

Hknky Fakquuau. 

Office of IT. 8, coaft-nurvcy, 

WMbtogton. P.O. 

WHIRLWINDS , CYCLONES , AND TOR¬ 
NADOES.'—VI. 

Haviko seen how storms arise, and exam¬ 
ined the general motions of their spiral winds, 
we must next consider thoir progression fVom 
place to place. It is now a familiar fact, that 
storms do not remain stationary, but advance 


forth. The apparently lawless winds of a 
storm could be reduced to system if they were 
supposed to blow around a centre which itself 
has a progressive motion. In nearing the 
centre, the barometer falls, and the winds in¬ 
crease their strength. The manner and cause 
of the progressive motion must now be ex¬ 
amined. 

The four regions where tropical storms move 
into temperate latitudes — the seas south and 
east of India and China, and south-east of the 
United States, in the northern hemisphere; 
and those cast of Madagascar and (probably) 
of Australia, in the southern hemisphere — are 



at a velocity of from five to fifty miles an hour 
along a line known as their track. Although 
perceived by Franklin about 1750, this, as 
well as their whirling motion, first found fall 
and satisfactory proof at trie hands of Dove 
of Berlin (1828), and Bedfield of New York 
(1831). The latter gave the more numerous 
examples, and was the first to explain the 
motions of storm-winds at sea. The method 
of his discovery was simple enough. Infor¬ 
mation concerning the storm was gathered 
from all attainable records, and the condition 
of the winds and weather was plotted for cer¬ 
tain hours. At once the result stood blearly 

i fifowi No. 44. 


all crossed by storm-tracks, running first west¬ 
ward near the equator, then turning toward the 
pole, and passing around the apex of a para* 
bolic curve near latitude 80°, into an obliquely 
eastward course. The more numerous storms 
of temperate latitudes have less regular tracks, 
but are nearly always characterised by a strong 
eastward element in their motion; their chief 
variations to the right or left being dependent 
on thermal changes with the seasons, and oh 
the configuration of land and water which 
they traverse. There have been fmr causes 
suggested to determine the progression of the 
storm-centre; namely, thegehensl wihdsoffche 
region, 'and especially the stronger and less 
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variable tipper currents; the supply of warm, of unequal warmth and moisture, symmetrical 

moist air, and consequent occurrence of heavy cloud-forming and rain-faiHng on ail sides will 

rain; the relative strength of the inblowing be impossible; there will be more rain, and 

winds; and a certain effect of the earth's hence less coolikg, on one side than on the 

rotation. All these causes of progression are other; and just as the liberation of ‘ latent 

variable in amount, apd,in relation to one an- heat' aided in the formation of the first cen- 

other; and it is therefore natural to find their tral barometric depression, so it will now tend 

resultant inconstant. to displace this centre to the side where the 

The first-named cause is the most evident, greatest amount of rain falls. If no other 

the most powerful, and was the first recog- cause but this acted, the storm would advance 

nized. 1 Tho general or planetary circulation regularly toward the region of heaviest pre- 

of the winds will require that any disturbance oipitation: but* this advance will not be like 

in the moving atmosphere shall partake of its the* bodily transference of the rotating winds 

motion, and be carried along in the direction effected by the general atmospheric currents; 

of the current within which it is generated, it will be rather the abandoning of one cen- 

Thus a storm arising in the equatorial calms tre of attraction as a stronger one is ore- 

is carried westward as soon as it attains suf- ated beside it, — tho continual filling-up of 

flcient height to reach the upper current, which one depression, and production of another, 

must there move from east to west. No equa- This may be illustrated by a modification of 

torial cyclone has ever been observed moving fig. 8, given here in fig. 12, in which the dotted 

eastward. On approaching the western shores lines show the gradients and winds established 

of the ocean, a part, at least, of the general at a certain period of the storm. Let it be 

winds, turns toward the poles, as may be seen supposed that warmer, moister winds enter 

on any wind-chart, and in 
latitude 25° or SO 0 passes 
from the region of the 
tropical winds into the 
system of the prevailing 
westerly winds of temper¬ 
ate latitudes. The storms 
have a strikingly similar 
course, and, on the western 
side of the oceans in these 
latitudes, never move to¬ 
wards the equator. Their 
farther progress, and that of the many storms on the right, and cooler, drier winds, on the 

of the temperate zones, is easterly, with a lean- left Where cooler, the air will be contracted, 

ing towards the pole while crossing the oceans, and the isobaric surfaces depressed: where 

and a variable north-easterly or south-easterly warmer, from its own warmth, as well as from 

advance on the continents. No storm has that of the condensing vapor, the air will be 



been found crossing the North Atlantic from 
east to west, or moving from our Atlantic 
coast to the plains beyond the Mississippi. 
Additional evidence of this style of bodily 
transference" of storms will be given in con¬ 
sidering the relative strength and the direction 
of their spiral winds on different sides of the 
centre* 

The Importance of the condensation of vapor 
and consequent rainfall in decreasing the cool¬ 
ing of the central up-draught, and so increasing 
it* strength, has alrcadj r been shown. In the 
explanation of this .process, it was tacitly as¬ 
sumed that all the surface-indraught was equally 
Ifarin and moist, so that condensation and 
would occur symmetrically about the cen- 
titeoflow pressure. It 4ill now be seen, that, r : 
* atom-centre is supplied from areas 


expanded, and the isobars elevated, as shown 
in fall lines in the figure. The gradients will 
then be unsymmetrical about the original cen¬ 
tre ; and the previous motion of the winds will 
bb decelerated at some points, retarded or re¬ 
versed at others. As a result, the pressures 
at the surface will be changed from their pre¬ 
vious arrangement to a new one, shown in fig. 
13, in which the region of least pressure has 
moved to the side of the warmer winds and 
heavier rains. Any farther inflow of the sur¬ 
rounding air must now be to the new low- 
pressure centre: in other words, the storm has 
advanced to the right. The process will be 
continuous as long as the winds on opposite 
i sides of the storm are unlike. 1 Having that 

* 13 may #«rr* fanfcerto *xpl*)n the rttardod irrfadof 

ib© Mtttrt of tow prepare *1 oHttode* of * mil* or more Above 







760 


SCIENCE. 


[Vox,. IL, Ho, 4ft. 


seen tbc general action of this cause of motion, 
it must now be applied more directly. There 
are two causes of rain in a cyclonic storm,— 
one from the expansion and cooling of the moist 
air as it enters the district of low pressure, and 
rises in the central up-draught; the other from 
the advance of the wind from a warmer into 
a cooler region. The first’ of these will gen¬ 
erally be nearly symmetrical about the storm- 
centre, and hence not productive of any 
progressive motion : the second will as gen¬ 
erally be unsymmetrical. In*flg.*14, for the 
northern hemisphere, the parallel lines repre¬ 
sent normal east and west isotherms, showing 
the usual decrease of temperature to the north. 
Of the several winds blowing inward to the 
storm-centre, A and if, which advance almost 
along the same isotherm, will not be seriously 
changed in temperature by their change of 
place; (7, which comes from a cooler to a 

_Ipooo____ . - - - . 


warmer district, will consequently increase its 
capacity for moisture, and be a clear, cold, 
drying wind ; but D will be chilled, and must 
produce heavy clouds and strong rain some¬ 
where about the shaded part of the figure; 
and the storm-centre will then be transferred 
toward the middle of this rainy district. 
Standing on the warm side of the storm, 
the centre will apjxmr to move nearly along the 
isotherms to the right. Actual isotherms 
seldom follow lines of latitude, and always 
vary their position with the seasons, espe- 
daily along continental borders. Thus, ov6r 
western Europe and the eastern margin of 
the Atlantic, the summer isotherms run to the 
north-east: so do the storms. In winter 
the isotherms run south-eastward, and tie 
storms turn in the same direction. Figs. 15 
and 16, illustrating this change, are based on 
diagrams in the * Laws of the winds/ by Ley, 


who first, some fifteen years ago, called atten¬ 
tion to the control of rain over storm-tracks. 
It should be noted tiiat the change in the 



winter and summer prevalent winds would 
have a similar effect on the courses of Eu¬ 
ropean storms. In the United States, Pro¬ 
fessor Loomis has shown that the velocity, as 
well as the direction of advance,'is closely 
dependent on the position 
and amount of the rain. 
In tropical storms the ac¬ 
tion of this cause-of pro¬ 
gression is not so clearly 
marked ; lor all the winds 
aro moist, and almost, 
equally warm. It is re¬ 
ported that the rainy area 
often extends farthest 
ahead of the storm; but 
it is not at once apparent 
why it should, for the front of the storm is oc¬ 
cupied by winds from the north, which Come 
from a slightly cooler latitude. It may be sug¬ 
gested, that, as their source in a region of high 
pressure (the ‘ horse latitudes ’) causes them to 
move faster, it also, probably, allows them a 
greater expansion and cooling, on entering the 
storm-area, than is permitted in the winds that 
come more slowly from the equatorial region of 
low pressure ; but tropical storms probably de- 
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the aur Arte, Obiemtton* on Mount Washington hav* ahowa the 
©mitro of low pressure them to he about two hundred mile* fee- 
hind that at SMlevtd (Loomis), and a similar retardation hue 
been inferred In England from observations of cl mi*-cloud* 
fJLey). Fig. 12 shows this to be directly connected with rate, 
foil; for, In thta uneymmetrlcal storm, the* former wborir on tat 
neutral plane la distorted, ao that the centre of low pressure In 
the upper air is clearly behind. Instead of vertically above, tbs 
©autre on the surface the earthy 


Fie. 1ft. ■ , 

pend chiefly on the prevalent winds' for their 
direction and rate of advance. In Austria none 
of foe winds are very maist, and foe rainy area, 
has no definite relation to foe advanoe of the 
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storm: hence here, also, other causes than rain 
determine the general easterly progression. 
Whatever effect rain would have is over¬ 
come by stronger causes. The separa¬ 
tion of a cyclone into two independent \ 
. storms Is probably aided by the irregu¬ 
lar distribution of mini 

Inequality in the strength of the inblow- \ 
ing winds is a result of irregular distri¬ 
bution of barometric pressure in the re- 
giona around the storm ; and the stronger 
indraught will come from the higher press¬ 
ure, because the gvad ; ents will be steep¬ 
est on that side. Thus, in the case of 
the West India hurricanes, the higher 
pressure is to the. north or north-east in 
tho ‘ horse latitudes * above named, and the 
lower pressure to the south, near the equator ; 
and the northerly winds will therefore be 
stronger than the southerly. The stronger 
the wind, the greater its centrifugal force; 
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and, if this is not equal on all sides, the centre 
of lowest pressure will be drawn toward the 
point where it is strongest. This will be where 
It has to bend sharply around from its original 
direction, and may average about 135® from 
the source of the wind: hence, if the stronger 
wind pome from the north-east, the storm- 
centre will move west; if from the cast, north¬ 
west, as in fig. 17 ; and so on. Consequently, 
this cause will aid the first named in requiring 
the storm to describe a curved track in passing 
from the torrid to the temperate zone. It will 
also aid the coalescing of two neighboring 
storms, which has not unfrequently been ob¬ 
served ; but, as a rule, it plays a subordinate 
part in determining the direction of advance. 
The slower advance of such *f our storms ae 
hawe extra strong winds on tbeir western side 
(Loomis) is probably also due to this cause. 

" The fourth cause of a storm’s advance is a 
peculiar effect pf the deflective force arising 
frein the earth’s rotation. It has already 
'ten ahoim that this foroeinCfeosee toward the 


poles: it will therefore be greatest on' the 
polar side of a cyclone; and the greater the 
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storm’s diameter, the more marked the differ¬ 
ence between the two sides. Its effect will be 
to make the centrifugal force on the two sides 
unequal, ns in the previous cause ; but the 
resultant motion will here be always from 
the equator. In the absence of other causes of 
motion, cyclones would therefore move along 
meridians: as it is, they nearly always have 
a more or less pronounced polar tendency ; 
and their failure to move directly from the 
equator is due to the other causes of progres¬ 
sion already mentioned. 

{To he r on tinned.) 

A COMBINATION WALNUT. 

A peculiar nut has recently been sent to 
me from Mr. S. L, Bmgaman, Puglitown, <’bow¬ 
ler county, Penn. It was found on his lawn 
under a black-walnut tree (Juglans nigra). 
Mr. Bingnman says, “There is a pecan about 
sixty feet from it [the walnut-tree], and a 
sheiibark some three hundred yards off.” 
The nut is divided into two parts, as viewed 
upon the o u t»i d e . 

which has * a covering J j 

similar to that of a jmJE, \\Vvuwk 

black walnut. The IR|hJw 1 if (jiMJ) jijfwV'jN 

upper and larger part 

of the nut has a cov- 

ering closely resem- 

bling that of a shell- 

Tide exocarp is four- . 

vaTrpd, and a partial 
separation has taken 
place at the upper end. 

In M Jts texture mnd adherence to the shell til* 
covering is much like that of the ordinary black, 
walnut. Upon cutting the nut in two, the shell 
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(endocarp) fa found thick, homy, and in all 
respects like that of «1. nigra. The lower por¬ 
tion of the shell projects into the lower sec¬ 
tion of the nut, and resembles the point of a 
butternut. The engraving is from a carefully 
executed drawing, representing the nut of nat¬ 
ural size. 

The matter as above presented is left in the 
. hands of those more familiar with subjects in 
teratology. There is no doubt that in the 
cross-fertilization of plants w<? may have a 
deviation from the parent form, even in the 
development of the seed thus fertilized, or 
in its surrounding parts. Some strawberry- 
growers are very careful what ‘perfect’ varie¬ 
ties are grown among their pistillate sorts to 
fertilize them. The fleshy receptacle, which 
is the edible portion of the strawberry, is more 
remote from the ovules which are fertilized, on 
its surface than the covering of a ehellbark or 
walnut is from the embryo within. 

Hybridization between closely related gen¬ 
era is well established in several cases. Sachs 
mentions that it has been observed between 
species of Lychnis and Silene, Rhododendron 
and Azalea, Rhododendron and Ilhodora, 
Azalea and Rhodora, Rhododendron and Kal- 
mia, Aegilops and Triticum, and between 
Ecbinocaetus, Oereim, and Phylocuetus. The 
two genera Juglans and Carya compose a small 
order of closely related species. A study of 
the generic characters, as set down in the 
classification of these species, does not reveal 
any more striking difference than that shown 
in the exocarp. The male and female flowers 
are separated on aame tree (monoecious), 
and pollen must pass from flower to flower. 
This fertilizing-dust is produced in great abun¬ 
dance ; and the distance between the black 
walnut and the pecan, or even the shellbark, 
is easily traversed by the pollen. There is 
probably no difficulty in the way of hybridiz¬ 
ing fi’om a difference of time in the flowering 
of the species. Bykon I>. IIalsteo: * 

Now York, Oct. 46,18*3. 


MAN A YUNKIA SPECIOSA . 

In a paper, illustrated with a plate, recently pre¬ 
sented to the Academy of natural sciences of Philadel¬ 
phia, Professor Joseph Leidy describes Manayunkla 
as a cepbalobranctilftte annelid living in fresh water, 
the only one of the order yet discovered not living fa 
the ocean. It was found with the equally remarkable 
polyzoan ITroatella, with Its tube* of mud attached 
tp the same stones, in the Schuylkill River, $t Flitla^ 
delphla. It was first noticed, and 'a brief descrip¬ 
tion given of It, In the Proceeding* of the academy 
fa I € 


Manayunkla is nearly related to the marine genua 
Fabricfa, with a species of which, described by Pro¬ 
fessor Yerrill, the writer compared It, through speci¬ 
mens collected at Newport, R.I., and Gloucester, Mass. 
Manayunkla has not been observed elsewhere until 
recently, when it was found by Mr. Edward Potts, 
attached to a fragment of pine hark from Egg-Harbor 
River, New .Jersey. 

The tubes of Manayunkla are simple or compound, 
and in one instance five tubes branched and were 
pendent from a common stock in a candeiabra-Hke 
manner. The little worm is very active and sen¬ 
sitive, and on the slightest disturbance withdraws 
into its tube. When quiet it protrudes its head, and 
spreads its cephalic tentacle* or branchiae. The ma¬ 
ture worln Is three or four millimetres long, and Is di¬ 
vided into twelve segments, including the head. The 
color Is olive-greenish, due to the bright green blood 
circulating In the vessels of the animal. The head 
is furnished with a pair of conspicuous eyes, and 
supports a lateral pair of lopbophorcs, each provided 
with sixteen cylindrical tentacles, invested with ac¬ 
tively moving cilia, and closely resembling those of the 
polyzoa. The segments succeeding the head are pro¬ 
vided with lateral fascicles of locomotive setae, and 
In addition, except tlm first one, are further provided 
with fascicles of pedal hooks. * 

The seventh segment is much larger than any of 
the others, and further differs from them hi being 
greatly expanded in front; so that It gave rise to 
the idea that the worm undergoes division, though the 
process was at no time observed. The intestine is 
quite simple. The chief portions of the vascular 
system consist In a vast sinus enclosing the intesti¬ 
nal canal, giving off lateral pairs of branches to the 
segments, and a large vessel which extends from eadh 
side of the head Into one of the tentacles, which is 
larger than the others. The blood is bright green, 
and is observed to be incessantly pumped into and 
expelled from the larger pair of tentacles. Ovaries 
occupy the segments from the fourth to the sixth in¬ 
clusive. Organs supposed to be the testes extend 
from within the head into the third segment. 

Manayunkla lays its eggs and rears Its young within 
its own tube. The young, measuring about three- 
fourths of a millimetre, had the body divided Into 
nine segments, and each Jophophore provided with 
four tentacles. 

Iu the species of Fabrlcla of our coast the number 
of segments of the body is the same as in Manayun- 
kia; but the lophophores supporting the tentacles, 
Instead of being simple, are trllobed or trifurcate. 
Fabricfa has eyes in the tall, or last segment, as welt 
as in the head, which Is not the case with Mana- 
yunkla. 


DRAfNAGB SYSTEM AND LOESS £>JS~ 
TlilBUTJQN OF EASTERN IOWA- 

Thksw are described by Mr. W. J. McGee la a 
recent communication to the Phtlosophleal society of ' 
Washington. The Ml»*i*$lj>pl Rtver,whereitfora* 
the eastern limit of Iowa, flows somewhat so the east ■ 
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south, and then as much to the west of south, giv¬ 
ing the boundary an eastward angle In its middle part. 
The general strike of the rocks in eastern Iowa Is 
koutb-east; and the dip, which is gentje, is south-west* 
The broadest outcrops are those of the Niagara and 
Hamilton formations. The Niagara, having resisted 
the prequaternary planatton; holds an escarpment, 
the crest of which runs from the extreme eastern 
point of the state to a point on the Minnesota line 
fifty miles west of the Mississippi. From this line 
there is a somewhat rapid descent to the Mississippi, 
and a gentle slope south-westward to the broad, shal¬ 
low depression marking the position of the Hamilton. 
From this valley the ascent Is gentle to the water- 
parting between the Mississippi and Missouri, The 
general slope of the region west of the Niagara es¬ 
carpment, considered as a whole, Is with the dip to 
the south-west. 

Beside the south-east trending depression marking 
the Hamilton outcrop, there is a gently sloped and 
Indefinitely outlined but continuous and actual pre¬ 
quaternary valley, extending southward across the 
eastward projection of the state, and traversing diago¬ 
nally the upper Silurian, Devonian, and carboniferous 
rocks. 

The north-eastern angle of the state, from the crest 
of the Niagara escarpment to the Mississippi, belongs 
to the driftless region, The remainderof the state 
la covered with drift, and U affected by the undula¬ 
tions characteristic of drift topography. 

The general directions of the rivers are from north¬ 
west to south-east; but their upper courses swerve a 
little toward the meridian, and their lower are de¬ 
flected slightly toward the east, so as to give them a 
gentle curvature with concavity to the north-east. 
There is, moreover, a convergence northward, as 
though they radiated from some point In Minnesota. 
The Variations from this normal system are so few 
that the drainage is almost unique in Us regularity. 
It is likewise Independent of the general topography; 
for not only do the principal streams flaw at right 
angles to the prevailing slope, and cut through the ele¬ 
vated escarpment when it lies In their way, but, with 
a single exception, they preserve their courses across 
the ancient north and south valley. 

In their relations to minor topographic features, 
they conform to two antagonistic laws, —first, they 
follow In general the lU-deflned shallow valleys which 
characterise the drift-plains; and, second, they flow 
for:on*4hird of their total courses in narrow gorges, 
following the axes of a system of elongated ridges 
which constitute the leading features in the local 
topography. Moreover, they have In many Instances 
gone out of their direct courses, and deserted valleys 
seemingly prepared for them, to attain the anoma¬ 
lous positions assumed under the second law of as- 
eoclatton; and in every such case the gorges have 
demonstrably been carved by the streams themselves. 
;;'fh^.iivdwed valleys are evidently pre-existent: they 
Jaw* Mt been appreciably eroded since the quater¬ 
nary^ and there has been mo recent localized oro- 
jp$phlc tpoyemint; ♦ 


So the drainage Is essentially independent of the 
general topography, though affected by local topog¬ 
raphy ; and its relations to local topography are largely 
anomalous. 

The loess of the region is continuous stratigraphi¬ 
es lly, but follows different laws of distribution in dif¬ 
ferent districts. It constitutes the surface throughout 
the driftless region, and at the margin it overlaps the 
drift. In the northern part of the drift-covered area 
it forms narrow bands with a general north-west trend, - 
eAch of which caps a ridge. Farther south It covers 
the entire plaSh, eminences and depressions alike. 
Iif the driftless area it rests on and merges into a 
thin stratum*of water-worn erratic material. In tiie 
belts traversing the contiguous drift-plain it passes 
downward Into sand, which may, or may not, merge 
into drift. Elsewhere it reposes on the drift, into 
which it graduates insensibly. The Hdges in which 
the rivers have carved their anomalous cafiona are 
always loess-topped; and, wherever streams avoid 
low-lying valleys for high-lying plateaus, the plateaus 
are of loess exteriorly. 

Bo in its distribution the loess of eastern Iowa 1 b 
intimately connected with the driftless region, with 
the drainage, and with the topographic configura¬ 
tion. 

In the communication referred to, Mr. McGee offers 
no explanation, but merely sets forth the facts. His 
working hypothesis has, however, been published in 
&n k earlier paper ( Amer . journ. $c. f Sept., 1882), and 
may properly be restated in this connection. 

Jt Is now many years since Powell first proposed to 
class all inconsequent drainage as either antecedent or 
superimposed; and no later writer has added to the 
number of categories. In inconsequent drainage the 
courses of the streams are independent of the dip and 
other structure-elements of the rocks across which they 
run. If the drainage is older than the rock-structure, 
— if, for example, the dip has been given to the rock 
after the establishment of the stream-courses, —- the 
drainage is said to be antecedent. If the drainage 
was established by the configuration of an overlying 
and uncon/ormable formation, which has disappeared 
by denudation, the drainage is said to be supeHm-* 
posed ,, In eastern Iowa, the superficial formation 
being northern drift, which lies with little modifica¬ 
tion as originally deposited, the hypothesis of ante¬ 
cedent drainage appears quite wit <&£ the question, 
while 4hat of superimposed drainage in the ordinary 
sense Is equally inapplicable* Mr. McGee’s working 
hypothesis is, that the drainage was superimposed in 
an extraordinary manner; namely, by the ice-sheet. 
This, he finds reason to believe, was so thin in that 
region as to have its superficial configuration material¬ 
ly modified by the small inequalities of Its bed* Where 
the ice was retarded by ridges underneath, more time 
was allowed for superficial waste by melting: so that 
hollows were produced, and the rivers of the Ice-sur¬ 
face came to be established over the ridges of the 
gUflter bed. With the disappearance at the ice, they 
wove stranded upon the hilt-tops. 

& K* Gna*J«v 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

The reefs, keys, and peninsula of Florida. 

Tijk recent appearance of the admirable memoir of 
A. Agiv^ela on the reefs of Florida, which I have read 
with intense pleasure, furnishes me a proper oecasi (M 
for calling attention to my paper, published in 1857, 

* On the agency of the Gulf Stream in the formation 
of the peninsula and keys of Florida,’ 1 and especially 
to the tact that the most important results reached 
in that paper have been substantially confirmed by 
subsequent observations. These results are as fol¬ 
lows;— • 

1. The reefs of Florida are unique, and therefore 
were formed under peculiar conditions, and therefore, 
also, require a peculiar explanation. 

% The continuous growth of land by coral agency, 
in the case of Florida, is also wholly unique, and ob¬ 
viously ooi&nocled with the peculiar conditions under 
which the reefs were formed. 

8. The main peculiar condition In t his case was the 
formation and southward extension of a submarine 
bank upon which the corals grew in successive reefs, 

4. This hank was due to the agency of the Gulf 
Stream. 

In addition, I supposed that the bank wns built, up 
by mechanical sediments brought by the Gulf Stream 
mainly from the Gulf rivers. In this l may have been 
mistaken, although no other explanation was con¬ 
ceivable at that time. The recent examinations of 
the course of the Gulf Stream, which, H seems, does 
not sweep about the Gulf, as was formerly supposed, 
and examination of the nature of the material form¬ 
ing the Florida bank, render this view no longer 
probable. 

A. Agassi* in bis memoir accepts the progressively 
formed bank, and also that it is due to the agency of 
the Gulf Stream, but thinks that it is formed, not by 
mechanical sediments, but by organic nedimenU », partly 
brought by the Gulf Stream from other coral hanks 
(e.g., the Yucatan bank), but mainly formed in situ 
by the growth of deep-sea animals; the Gulf Stream 
bringing, not the materials, but only the conditions of 
heat and abundant food necessary for rapid growth. 

This is certainly a very important modification of 
my original view; but the fundamental ideas ex¬ 
pressed in the above four propositions still remain. 

I ought to add, that, following It. Agassiz, I had 
exaggerated the probable amount of land added to 
• Florida by the combined agency of Gulf Stream ami 
corals. The recent investigations of Smith 2 on the 
geology of Florida show that the process cannot have 
commenced farther north than the north shores of 
the Everglades. Joels ph LeCiuntje. 

Berkeley, Qub, Nuv. 24. , 

Muiloal land. 

In the early part of the summer of 1883. the writer, 
in company with several others, was sent from Wood** 
Hull to Monomoy Point, Mass., by Professor Baird, 
to look after a whale reported to have been stranded 
there. Wandering around the inland, wo found an 
extensive tract or sand, which, when rubbed under 
the feet, produced that peculiar singing sound so 
often heard by the Writer upon the beach at Man¬ 
chester, Mass. The singing portion seemed to be 
confined to a narrow strip several hundred yards 
long, between the very dry sand above high-water 
mark and the sand moistened by the tides* Know¬ 
ing that the phenomenon was a rare one, .sj»clmen• 
of the sand were obtained; hut I am not wo to tm 
Whet* they are at ptesem, Monomoy Point is ‘a 
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long, narrow, sandy piece of land projecting out from 
the south-eastern end of the base of Cape Cod to¬ 
wards Nantucket Island* It is composed entirely of 
sand; and the blowing of the particles, as also.the 
force with which they are blown, were well illustrated 
by the fact that all the windows of the flshermeu*s 
huts were ground so perfectly that nothing whs visi¬ 
ble through them. W£ paid one fisherman to break 
a square of glass for us. It had been there sixteen 
years. Even in eases where now glass had beet> 
put in within two years, nothing was visible through 
Urn pauos, At. a distance of thirty feet from the 
house on all sides, sand was piled up nearly as high 
as the tons of the cabins. The lighthouse-keeper 
upon the Island would undoubtedly obtain specimens 
of the sand; the strip being found near the place 
where the whale lay, — in fact, just a few feet Inland 
from it, The writer wilt be glad to give any further' 
Informat ion desired upon the subject. 

It. S. Tahr, 

Smithnotilim institution, 4,1883. 

Rings of Saturn. 

Apropos of the abstract on the ‘Kings of Saturn/ 
published in Sciknck for Nov. 10 (p. tWO), it appears 
that Professor Alexander WioehcJl of the University 
of Michigan, in bis work entitled * WorhMifc/ assumed 
and explained the gradual descent of the matter of 
the rings toward the planet, and also denied that tho 
period of tlie inner satellite of Mars furnishes any 
objection to the nebular theory. The ultimate result 
of solar tides on the rotations of the planets is also 
referred to hi the same work, though this has, I be¬ 
lieve, long been an accepted conclusion by leading 
physical astronomers. W. B. T. * 


ARCHEOLOGY IN PORTUGAL, 

Eludes prt'hisioriques en Portugal. Notice mr 
quefques station* at monuments prehistoriquex. Afc- 
moire presente d PacadSmie ray ale de$ sciences rle 
Lhbonne. Par Caulos Rinuiiio, chef do la sec¬ 
tion des travaux geolog iques, etc. Lisbon he, 
Imprimcrie de P academic des sciences, 1880. 88 $>., “ 
7 pi., and numerous engravings in the text. 1°. 
[Also in Portuguese.] 

This publication, which has only recently 
been received by us, is the second instalment 
of a work the first of which appeared in 1878 
(72 p,, 21 pi,). We will accordingly give a 
brief account of the contents of both parts. 
Contrary to our expectations, we find id them 
no discussion of the important question of the 
alleged discovery of traces of the tertiary man 
in tlie valley of the Tagus; neither do they 
deal with quaternary times. They contain 
simply detailed accounts, with ample fHusfc^av 
tione, of various discoveries, all belonging to 
tlie age of polished stone, made by the author 
in several localities in tlie immediate neighbor* 
hood of Lisbon, which aye all laid down upon 
an accompanying map drawn to a large fcate. 
The completed work will comprise 
three of which are contained in the 
ttons already published, Of the*e, 
v describes and the seooitti/ 
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the tnegalithic monuments near Bellas; both? 
of wlilcb places lie a short distance west of 
Lisbon, The latter also contains an account 
of the prehistoric remains at the Serra de 
Cintra, several miles farther west. 

Licea is a little hamlet bnilt upon the pro* 
jection of an elevated plateau, of which two of 
the sides are naturally defended by deep ravines. 
In this respect it resembles other sites of hu¬ 
man habitation in the age of polished stone, 
yfhxch were usually placed upon commanding 
positions, easily defensible, and having plenty 
of water. This naturally strong position was 
rendered more secure by having its sides 
. sharply scarped in some parts; while in oth¬ 
ers, not so protected, there can still be seen 
remains of a wail built of huge unhewn stones. 
The whole area was thus converted into an 
intrenched camp of an oval shape, nearly half 
a mile long by half as broad. Within this 
space, excavations have brought to light vari¬ 
ous objects of the usual types belonging to the 
industry of the age of polished stone. Then? 
were numerous celts made of diorifce or of 
, basalt, some finely polished, well shaped, and 
with sharp cutting-edges, while others w ere of a 
ruder fabric; and also several hammer-stones. 
Knives, flakes, scrapers, arrow-heads, and 
lanoc-points abounded, made of different varie¬ 
ties of flint, many of which must have been 
brought from long distances. Rude clay 
vases, hand-made, and some of a large size, 
all baked in an open fire, together with a few 
bone implements, complete the catalogue of 
objects found. Associated with these relics 
were the remains of shell-fish, and the bones 
of several species of animals common in neo¬ 
lithic stations, such as the horse, ox, stag, goat, 
pig, wolf, and hare. There was also discovered 
a sepulchral grotto containing bones belonging 
to nine individuals of both sexes, half at least 
of which were those of very young children. 
We have good reason to believe that other 
similar caverns have been either destroyed, or 
filled up with the rubbish of the chalk-quarries 
that have been extensively worked in this lo¬ 
cality. In the absence of a perfect cranium, 
nothing more could be determined than that 
the type was brachycephalic. From the gen¬ 
ial result; of all the discoveries, the conclusion 
seems warranted that Licea was the habitation' 
erf. a large populatipn during the neolithic pe¬ 
ntad* Signor Ribeivo, however, brings forward 
arguments to prove the existence of a 
nrehistoric civilization upon this same 
to the period of transition be* 
|j^en the^age of pohajied stone^and tta^of 


to perceive their pertinency; neither can we 
agree with him in thinking that any of the im¬ 
plements discovered here have ‘ a striking paleo¬ 
lithic appearance.’ 

in the vicinity of Bellas there still exist 
megalithic monuments, consisting of a half- 
doaen ruined dolmens, in Which but, little of 
importance was discovered, owing to their hav¬ 
ing been visited by previous explorers; never¬ 
theless, two or three singular objects were 
found in them, which will be described later. 
Hard by, hoWever, at Monte Abrahao, there 
isf a covered alley in an excellent state of pres¬ 
ervation, which has yielded important results. 
It is composed of a polygonal chamber some 
ten feet in diameter, and a gallery twenty- 
four feet long by six wide, extending in an 
easterly direction. The walls of the chamber 
are constructed of eight large slabs of hal’d 
gray limestone, rough, and entirely unhewn,* 
planted more or less upright, and projecting 
some nine feet above the surface of the soil. 
It is evident, however, from the inclination at 
which the largest stone is placed, that it was 
not intended 1o be roofed over by a similar 
slab after the usual method of eons true ting 
such monuments. There had first been made 
with infinite toil, by the help of lire, an excava¬ 
tion in the solid limestone strata of the whole 
size of the chamber; and in tins the large slabs 
were set. Of those with which the gallery was 
originally constructed, only three now reniain 
in place; but the rows of smaller stones, by 
which they lmd been supported, were discov¬ 
ered when the surface-soil was removed, so 
that there can be no mistake as to the exist¬ 
ence and extent of the gallery. It is admitted 
that dolmens and covered alleys were erected 
ta serve as burial-places of the men of the 
neolithic age: consequently we are not sur* J 
prised that Signor Uibeiro found this monu-* 
meat to contain human remains ; but the number 
of them was quite unusual, amounting to as 
many as eighty individuals. This can be 
accounted for by the fact that certain circum¬ 
stances seem to indicate that some of the re¬ 
mains had been interred elsewhere before they 
were removed to this resting-place. They were 
found in the gallery, as well as in the chamber j 
and it seems reasonable to suppose that there 
had been successive burials at intervals of 
titne* and consequent disturbances of the soil, 
would account for the situation In which 
Way of the bones were found* Their condi¬ 
tion was such as to allow but few inferences 
to* be drawn a's to their ethnic relations, nq 
whole oranium having been found: sufficient, 
iioyvev^r* remnb«4 <rf to show It pi 
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dolichocephalic, and one of the jaw-bones was 
prognathic. In this interment, however, was 
one peculiarity which we have never seen 
noticed before. Over the whole interior, but 
particularly at the eastern extremity of the 
gallery, there was ^spread a layer of rounded 
pebbles, covering the human remains. They 
ranged in size from an almond to a large apple, 
and wore mostly of quartzite, though many 
were of limestone, and several of basalt. Evi¬ 
dently they had been brought /Join the beds 
of neighboring brooks lying some three hup- 
dred foot or more below the level on which the 
monument stood. That they were not in¬ 
tended merely to protect the bodies from wild 
beasts was plain, from the fact that the adja¬ 
cent soil was filled with angular fragments of 
various rocks equally well adapted for that 
purpose. Hero we have evidently a fbnereal 
custom analogous to the heaping-up of cairns 
over the dead by many primitive races. 

Numerous objects of great beauty and inter¬ 
est were found accompanying the skeletons. 
Among them were only four celts; but there 
were no less than one hundred and twenty 
flint arrow-heads, very many of them of the 
choicest workmanship, and including all the 
well-known types which are figured in excellent 
woodcuts. There were found two very fine 
specimens of flint lance-heads, or more prob¬ 
ably daggers, more than six inches in length, 
and of exquisite workmanship ; and more than 
thirty knives, ranging in length from five 
inches down. There were also scrapers, nu¬ 
merous flakes, and fragments of worked flint 
of various sorts. Our author devotes an en¬ 
tire plate to a delineation of some twenty little 
instruments, some of which he thinks were 
“ designed for delicate work, such as the 
gical operation of circumcision (?), and trepan - 
*ning,” Another of larger size, disk-shaped, 
and terminating in front in a little point, rind 
Capable of standing upright on its base, his 
imagination has magnified into ‘an idol, or 
some sort of symbol.’ To our more prosaic 
vision the ‘ surgical instruments 1 are only ordi¬ 
nary little stone implements, which in this case 
happen to be made of transparent quartz? 
while ‘ the idol * is merely a piercer for making 
holes in skins, such as we have often found 
- in our Indian shell-heaps. '* 

There were half a dozen objects of unusual 
character, which Signor llibeiro designates rid 
‘tfar-clubs/ and two others, which fie thinks 
were ‘badges of authority/ They are quite 
similar in appearance, are of cylindrical shape, 
Snd made of limestone ; ana the largest is 
about a foot in Jength^and aeariytwoiiidhefl 


in diameter. A few bone implements were 
found, among them a button of a conical shape, 
and pierced at the base with two converging 
holes. The pottery consisted only of portions 
of some half a dozen small, rude vases. Two 
ornaments were found of considerable size, 
celt-shaped, and made of thin plates of gray 
argillaceous schist. One face was smoothed, 
and decorated with figures made by scratching 
lines upon it in the triangular pattern known 
by the name of the * dog-tooth ; ’ and it was 
pierced with a hole for suspension. Besides 
these, two smaller heart-shaped pendants were 
found, and more than a hundred beads of 
various shapes and sizes, made of different 
green minerals, out of which the author has * 
reconstructed several tasteful necklaces. Tak¬ 
ing every thing into consideration, this covered 
alley may be said to be one of the richest ever 
discovered; and wc feel grateful to the author 
for his careful study' and faithful delineation 
of it. 

We have already stated that two or three 
peculiar objects were obtained from some of 
the ruined dolmens. They are made of thin . 
plates of argillaceous schist, about a foot in 
length, and some two inches broad, and are 
shaped somewhat like the curved blade of a 
sword, having the end rounded, and pierced 
on the back side with a hole for suspension. 
Both surfaces are smooth, and are decorated 
with varying patterns of ‘ dog-tooth' orna¬ 
mentation. Two similar objects have been 
previously discovered in Portugal; but we are 
confident they have never been met with else¬ 
where, and their use is entirely unknown. 
The third object is a sort of stone hoe, accord¬ 
ing to our author's opinion, shaped very much 
like a human foot, and having the lower por¬ 
tion of the leg for the handle, the top of which 
is sharp enough to be used as a scraper. Ob* 
jects similar to this have been discovered in a 
cave a short distance to the south. 

The Serra (or mountain) of Cintra lies due 
west of Bellas, and somewhat more distant 
than the latter place is from Lisbon. It is the 
most picturesque of all the mountains in the 
vicinity, and attains an elevation of over; four¬ 
teen hundred feet. At the very summit 1* 
an artificial excavation in the porphyritic and 

S anitic rock, divided into two portions. The 
aer chamber is circular, with a diameter of 
twelve feet, and height of nine; the other & 
a kind of open vestibule about eighteen feet 
square; and the two are connected by*a short 
covered corridor v whlle the interior of the wh$s# 
tnonmnent Is lined vrith a wall of : 

In it were found a font knife, or saw ^an ; 
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tloat shaped implement, toothed around its 
whole exterior),, and a few worked flakes. 
Fragments of clay vases of various shapes and 
sixes abounded, many of them having a ‘her¬ 
ring-bone’ pattern of ornament incised upon 
them. All of these objects evidently belong 
to the neolithic period; and the monument 
itself resembles a sort of combination of the 
dolmen and the sepulchral grotto. 

But a novelty among neolithic interments 
seems to have been discovered at Folha das 
Barradas, a short distance to the north-east. 
This is excavated in the natural soil, a white 
limestone and green marl, and has almost the 
shape of a covered alley, twelve yards long, 
extending east and west. The circular cham¬ 
ber at the west was divided by pieces of thin 
flagstone into partitions intended to contain 
human remains, of which as many as twelve 
were found, but in so bad a condition as to be 
useless for study. 

* Accompanying the remains were a flint pon¬ 
iard, two very fine lanee-points of unusual size, 
and seven large knives ; also a long cylindrical 
stone 4 war-dub,’ similar to those previously 
described, but more handsomely ornamented, 
and two of the k badges of authority.’ A flat 
pendant, like those already spoken of, and 
fragments of a few rude clay vases, completed 
the funeral furniture. But it should be noted, 
that both in this sepulchre, and the one last 
described, there was found a largo number of 
the same kind of rolled pebbles as those which 
occur so conspicuously in the covered alley of 
Monte Abrahtlo. 

In concluding this brief account of Signor 
Ribeiro’s interesting researches, we can only 
express the hope that his recent death, which 
all lovers, of knowledge must deplore, may not 
deprive prehistoric students of the publication 
of tike remainder of the work. 

THEORETICAL METEOROLOGY . 

ThenreHeche meteorologie. Eiri vertuck die ersekein- 
ungen dee ly fthreUe* <tuf prundgesetze zurilchtu- 
jAwvn. Von AimBKT K. v, Mili.kr-Haurnfrls. 
Wfien, L $pwtoqp*fl #* Sehutiek* 1883. 130 p. $°. 

The past twenty years have witnessed a great 
advanoe in the scienoe of meteorology, viewed 
^rom a theoretical stand-point. Previous to 
this period, the laws deduced were derived 
empirically from the observations made; and 
tbis is largely true at the present time. The 
Al^tppta to place the science upon a firmer 
be^sbybuilding upon well-established physi- 
deducing conclusions by strict 
mathematical processes, have met with decided 


success. But this branch of meteorology is 
yet largely undeveloped: consequently them 
is np treatise that covers the ground satisfacto¬ 
rily, and there is a large gap between deductive 
meteorology and the inductive conclusions upon 
which meteorological text-books are based. 
The mathematical papers are scattered.in the 
volumes of scientific journals, or published in 
separate form. Kven if they were collected to¬ 
gether, and their contents condensed into one 
treatise, tho result would be unsatisfactory. It 
would be found that a large majority of famil¬ 
iar* phenomena are yet unaccounted for, and 
that many of the conclusions reached by theo¬ 
retical methods cannot be used for further in¬ 
vestigations, on account of assumptions made 
for the sake of simplifying the work, but which 
are unwarranted by observed facts. The hope 
of meteorology as an exact science, however, 
lies in the success which will attend these theo¬ 
retical investigations in the future ; and there¬ 
fore any treatise devoted to this branch of the 
science is welcomed, however fragmentary it 
may seem to the reader. 

The latest publication upon theoretical mete¬ 
orology is this octavo of a hundred and thirty 
pages, by Professor MiUer-1 lauotifels of Graz. 
It is confessedly incomplete, but seems to bo 
worthy of the attention of the student. As 
its title implies, it is an attempt to refer at¬ 
mospheric phenomena to fundamental laws. 
The author is not a practical meteorologist, but 
a mathematician, who treats the phenomena 
discussed as mechanical problems as far ns 
possible, holding that the first thing necessary 
is tp establish the fundamental laws of meteor¬ 
ology, and afterwards to build upon this secure 
foundation. In the first section the laws of 
Mariotte and Gay-Lussac are treated, the 
method giving essentially the same result as 
that deduced by lluhlmatm in his well-known 
barometric formula. Passing then to the move¬ 
ments of the atmosphere, the author discusses 
first its general movement, and then the laws 
of the winds, the latter subject occupying a 
large part of the treatise. The laws of ascend¬ 
ing currents as developed by Hann arc briefly 
refried to, aud the laws of moist air-currents 
also discussed, tho formulae for which are based 
upon Hildebrandsson’s exposition of Dalton's 
law. The fundamental laws of thermodynamics 
arc the basis of the discussion of the disturb- 
aiujes of density giving rise to winds. Numer¬ 
ous theorems are laid down in connection with 
the phenomena of the winds, and it is recog¬ 
nised that differences of temperature are the 
original cause of them. The diurnal cliange 
of the ,barometric pressure is explained in a 
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manner not unlike that; usually followed, and 
the belief is expressed that the moon has an 
effect upon the atmosphere which would appear 
by a proper tabulation of barometric observa¬ 
tions. 

The above summary is sufficient to give an 
idea of the scope of the work. It is intro¬ 
duced to the public by Dr. Julius Ilium, who 
remarks, with regard to deductive investiga¬ 
tions, “ Even where results derived deduc¬ 
tively find no immediate application in nature, 
since the actual conditions are never so simple 
as those which must furnish the basis of the 
conclusions reached, yet they are of great in¬ 
terest and value in advancing knowledge, since 
they increase our insight into the nature of 
phenomena, and open the path upon which, in 
the course of time, we shall attain to their com¬ 
plete understanding. * * 

The execution of the author's design, how¬ 
ever, is not wholly satisfactory. On account 
of the fragmentary nature of the work, it is 
often difficult; to understand the bearing of the 
subjects discussed, or to sec what use can be 
made of the formulae derived. It is also not 
always easy to follow the author in his argu¬ 
ment, and consequently the general effect upon 
the reader is one of disappointment. The 
treatise does not merit the title which is given 
it, though it may furnish useful suggestions to 
those who arc investigating the subjects which 
it discusses. 


HISTORY OF LAND-HOLDING. 

The early history o f land-holding among the Germans . 

By Denman W. Boss. Boston, Soule Bughce, 

1883. 8 274 p. 8°. ‘ -x 

This work of Mr. Boss starts from the prin¬ 
ciple of individual ownership and isolated 
farmsteads, as the primitive usage of the Ger¬ 
manic nations. The evidence for this the au¬ 
thor finds in the sixteenth chapter of the 
Germania of Tacitus, in which he explains 
the vici to be villages, not of free tribesmen, as 
is generally assumed, but of serfs. Of commu¬ 
nity of ownership he finds no evidence, either 
in Caesar or Tacitus. In the period of the bar¬ 
barian laws, too, the facts which have usu¬ 
ally been understood to point to common or 
collective ownership he explains as meat^pg 
undivided property. He has no difficulty 
proving the general prevalence of the principle 
of Individual Ownership at this latter period, so 
<&r as the laws and other documents of the 
period afford any evidence. That oWnSrahip% 
common wherever p ft appears ib these docu¬ 


ments, is as a rule temporary, and subject to 
individual claims, seems also fully established. 
The gap in the evidence is as to the two of 
three centuries which inter verted between Tael-, 
tus and the barbarian codes, —a gap which iadf 
ho importance, if his interpretation of Tacitus 
is correct, but which leaves room, if that inter¬ 
pretation be not accepted, for the development 
of free village-communities in this interval} 
which may then, in some cases, have survived 
to a later period, by the side of the system of 
individual ownership which we must accept as 
the prevalent one for this period. 

After developing these general principles, 
Mr. Ross proceeds (p. 2(>) to show how the 
isolated household may, in the course 6f a few 
generations, have developed into a elan-village ; 
here, again, into a community of ownership 
which is not really corporate in character, but 
Is on its way to divided and individual owner¬ 
ship (p. 38) . The rules and usages of the in¬ 
heritance and transfer of land are described 
with great fulness, after which the usages 
which appear to tell in favor of an original 
collective ownership — the rights of vie ini to 
exclude strangers, to purchase in preference 
to strangers, and to inherit in case of lack of 
heirs — arc discussed. Certainly these usages, 
which, it must be admitted, may accompany 
a system of private ownership, are, neverthe¬ 
less, most easily explained on the assumption 
of a previous condition of collective ownership. 
We cannot think the explanation given on 
p. 52 to bo wholly satisfactory. 

The breaking-up of the clan-system is next 
considered, this bcin<£ effected especially by 
female inheritance, adoptions, and alienations. 
An important topic is the (bunding of free col¬ 
onies, off-shoots of the clan-communities, but 
modelled upon the serf-communities; and their 
organization aud management are described 
with great fulness and lucidity. The relation 
between these free villages and the serf-villages 
—clan-villages of proprietors and of tenant! 
— is discussed; and there is much here that 
would apply equally well to the village-com¬ 
munity theory. They are indeed essentially 
the same in character with those assumed by 
that theory, only, that they are represented by 
Mr. Bess as a later outgrowth instead of * 
primitive organisation. The essay (which* 
occupies 109 pages) ends with some brief con¬ 
siderations upon immunity, primogeniture, gtyc. 
The eoncloslops of the essay are supportedby 
a mass of ‘ Notes and references, r ooeo^fag 
. about ISO pages, and contrtining e^lous ex- 
tracta from dotmtmfai There laafttfr^ 

, Thi s book ■ is 1 every " way ' a * thomoghpieeec^ : . / 
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work, which certainly places the village-com¬ 
ma nlty theory upon the defensive, and over¬ 
throws a considerable part of its assumptions ; 


and, apart from its controversial character, as 
a * history of land-holding * it possesses tho 
highest value. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE . 


MATHEMATICS, 

Hyperellipfcfo integrals. — The full title of this 
paper by M. Stanrte is 4< Geometrlschc deutung dor ad¬ 
ditions theoreme der liypcrelUptischen integrate und 
functionen crstcr ondnungitn system© der confocalen 
fiaobeti swollen grades.’* Only a brief notice of M. 
Statute's paper is possible in this place, although its 
importance makes it worthy of a much more ex¬ 
tended one. The paper is divided into five chapters. 
In the first chapter the author considers the geometric 
significance of the symmetric algebraic functions of 
two independent variables, and the differentials 
of the Integral functions of an hyperelliptte form 
(<}$bHde) of deficiency (ye&c.hlccM), The second chap¬ 
ter treats of the representation of the yebilde in 
systems of confocal surfaces by aid of hyperclliptic 
functions, and opens by the introduction of certain 
transcendental parameters in place of the usual 
elliptic co-ordinates. An expression is also given 
of the homogeneous point co-ordinates in space In 
terms of products of tho double theta-fouctions, and 
also of homogeneous plane co-ordinates in space 
by mid of products of two double theta-functions. 
The third chapter is of particular interest from a 
purely geometrical point of view. In this the author 
considers the relations of the addition theorem for 
hyperclliptic integrals to systems of confocal sur¬ 
faces, treating particularly the reduction of given 
turns of three integrals to sums of two integrals of the 
tame kind. The fourth and fifth chapters have not 
, yet appeared, but the author mentions their con¬ 
tents. Chapter four is to treat'of the ray-systems of 
common tangents to two confocal surfaces; and chap¬ 
ter five Is to bo devoted to a geometrical Interpreta¬ 
tion of .Abel's addition theorem, by aid of which the 
reduction of the sum of any four of the Integrals in 
question to the sum of two integrals of the same 
1 kind is arrived at by a purely geometrical process. — 
(Math* a/im* xxil.) T. o. [471 

tfiecontinuoua group* of linear substitution*, 
-nflthe complete title of M. Picard's paper is u Sur 
tUMf -classe de groupes discontinue do substitutions 
Uwfialros at mir lea fonctlons tie deux variables indd- 



are reproduced by a group of an infinite number of 
linear substitutions. M. Picard, in the present me¬ 
moir, proposes to consider functions of two independ¬ 
ent variables which may be considered as analogous 
to the elliptic modular functions. He shows, first, that 
tho ( AUelian functions do not conduct to functions 
entirely analogous to the modular functions, and 
illustrates this by the Abelian functions of the first 
order. But by taking the case of the Abelian func¬ 
tions of the second order, he,, of throe variables, he 
has found an indication of the desired extension, and 
hopes In a future paper to enter more fully into tho 
subject of functions of two variables which are anal¬ 
ogous to the modular functions. The present paper 
is interesting as pointing out the difficulties, and indi¬ 
cating the manner of overcoming them, in an entirely 
new department of tho theory of functions. —(Acta 
math., i.) t. c. [473 

PHYSICS. 

Target-ahooting. — From Magre's theory that 
errors in target-shooting arc compounded of errors 
in sighting and hi levelling, each of which follow in¬ 
dependently the law of error, it was shown by Mr. 

(... H. Kummell that shots of equal probability are 
arranged in ellipses, which cjpi be reduced to circles 
of shots uniformly distributed, the integration being 
much simplified by using the reduced distances and 
directions. Sir J. IlerschePs ‘even-chance circle* 
(ellipse, more generally), the one hit or missed with 
equal probability, can be deduced from the shots 
Actually found In any given circle (ellipse), the most 
reliable result being given by the one containing the 
greatest number of shots, whose radius (moan semi- 
diameter) is the most probable shot. The number 
of shots falling within this ellipse should be about # 
thiefcy-nine and one-half per cent. The equations be¬ 
tween the even-chance shot (p), the most probable 
shot (e), and the average shot (re), are — 

p = «V‘2t2, r 0 = e\lf 

fn determining these from the sums of squares of 
th§ yertlcal and horizontal co-ordinates of the sepa¬ 
rate shots, the number that miss the target should be 
considered. The probable position of centre and 
axes should not be calculated from the observations, 
unless the true positions are unknown. A target Of 
shots at eight hundred yards 1 range, by the 
fri^eeatn at Orecdtooor in 1874, gave discrepancies 
of less than five per cent between observation and 
theory* to the number of shots within successive 
,One of fifty pistol-shots, at fifty yards 1 range, 
shewed a ehnil&r agreement*—(Wit eoc. Wath^ 
matA sect ; muting Nov. 21.) [4f3 
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ENGINEERING, 

Honigmsn’s flrelese locomotive. — Mr. Honig- 
nwft constructs an engine iu which the steam is sup¬ 
plied by evaporation from a charge of water which is 
furnished Uf the boiler at the station, and there 
brought up to the required temperature and pressure. 
The shell of the boiler is surrounded by, or may en¬ 
close, another vessel, between which and the boiler a 
narrow apace is left, which is filled with caustic soda. 
The exhaust-steam is discharged into this mass of 
soda, which at once absorbs it; and the absorption 
gives rise to a large amount of heat, which is in turn 
given out, and returned to the waftr in the boiler, 
where it produces an additional quantity of steam; 
and the latter, beliig exhausted into the compartment 
containing soda, gives rise to additional quantities 
of heat; and thus the process is continuous, and 
the locomotive continues to exert its power, until the 
solution of soda becomes so far saturated that it can 
no longer take up the exhausted steam, and supply 
heat to the holler, with sufficient rapidity to enable the 
engine to do its work. When this state of affairs is 
reached, the engine Is recharged, and is again pent out 
on the line. The soda removed from the exhausted 
engine is placed in an evaporator and deprived of its 
moisture, and la then again ready for further service. 
This seems to be the first attempt to make practical 
application of the now well-known principle discov¬ 
ered by Faraday sixty years ago, and probably even 
earlier known on the continent of Europe, It is re¬ 
ported to be tolerably successful, and likely to have 
practical uge where the presence of a fired engine is 
not permissible. — (Load engineering, Aug.) b. h. t, 

[474 

Compound locomotives in Europe. — Mr, Bor- 
rias has read a paper before the Union of German 
engineers, relating the progress of the compound en¬ 
gine on German railways.. They wtye first intro¬ 
duced by A. Mallet of Paris. There are now forty 
of these engines at work. They are worked either 
simple or compound, as desired. They are economi¬ 
cal, and may be worked with a wide variation in the 
amount of power developed, but are somewhat com¬ 
plicated, do not distribute the steam In the manner 
sometimes found practically desirable in working, and 
the action of the steam during compression leave* 
something still to be desired. Mr. Borriea has en¬ 
deavored to obtain a system which should permit the 
use of double expansion at all times, should be sim¬ 
ple, and should permit the proper adjustment of the 
ratio ^f expansion at any time, if possible. At start¬ 
ing, steam Is admitted to both cylinders, reaching the 
large engine-cylinder through a * reducing-valve;* 
but, after starting, the machine works as a compound 
engine. At alt points of cut-off, be gets nearly equal 
work done in each cylinder. The engine works easily* 
and no spark-arrester is needed. The excess of weight 
and cost is about four per cent above that of other 
engines: the gain In power U six per cent, and In 
economy of fuel bine and a half per cent The en¬ 
gine is considered a success. The best results are 
reported from passenger-engine* thus constructed. 
(hand, engineering, Aug.) m> a* *. £47* 


Finishing rails. — M. Gasan writes to La mdtot* 
lurgle, saying that the chemical composition of the 
steel has very little to do with the strength of the rail: 
it depends more upon the temperature at which the 
rail is finished in the mill. Those finished at a high 
red heat, and which are recognizable by their blue 
tint, are more brittle and weaker than those which 
are finished at a lower heat. The latter are usually 
covered with a reddish colored layer of oxide. In the 
former case the fracture exhibits a granular, and in 
the latter case a good steely, surface. M. Gazan thinks, 
that, in the former case, time is allowed for the for- 
.mation of crystals which cannot be produced in the 
latter. If the red-hot metal be worked until It has 
fallen below the red heat, it does not exhibit crystal¬ 
lization, — {Railway ret)., Sept. 8.) B. H. t. [476, 
Compound engines and boiler*. — Mr. M. Cor¬ 
yell, a member of the U. S. naval advisory board/ 
writes that good results have been obtained from 
recent compound engines. Pressures rarely exceed 
100 pounds per square inch {8 atmos. nearly, absolute 
pressures); but he thinks 150 (11 atm os,, absolute) 
can be carried by adopting, instead of the ‘Sqntch 
boiler,* a boiler of but 0 feet diameter [1.8 metres), 
with cylindrical shell and set iu brick-work, — apian 
of which great distrust has hlLherto been felt by en¬ 
gineers, He suggests a still better scheme, however, 

— a water-tube 1 sectional 1 boiler, safe for 200 pounds. 
This would permit fire-surfaces of but a quarter-inch 
{0.6 centimetre) iron. The use of fire-brick furnace- 
walls is found to give some economy of fuel. He has 
found high pressures and great expansion to give* 
good results, and stales that at least one successful 
designer would exceed 20 expansions, — a proposal, 
which is not looked upon with favor by leading en¬ 
gineers. Mr, Coryell would use the beam-engine for 
screw-ships on account of Its perfect balance. He 
states that engines of 8 feet stroke are in use, making 
60 revolutions per minute with 60 pounds atmos.) 
of steam and a cut-off at 5 inches (i.e., a ratio of ex¬ 
pansion of 14,4), and that these engines have been in 
successful use for nine years, making voyage* of five 
days without detention and with economy. Engines 
of 88 Inches (2.235 metres) stroke have averaged 58, 
and have sometimes made 71, revolutions per minute. 
He thiilks,4 feet (1.22 metres) the shortest Advisable 
stroke for marine engines, and believes that twice , 
that length will ultimately become com mop. -r (Jfech. 
eng., Sept 29.) B. h. t. £477 

CHEMISTRY. 

(General, pAytical, and inorganic,) 

Aotlva oxygen.—For the purpose of testing the 
accuracy of his conclusion relating to the action ?f 
moist phosphorus on carbonic oxide, which seemed to 
be disproved by the results of Kemsen and J&tfsef ' 
(Scibnc®, i. 704), E. Baumann has repeated his sx?! 
peri meats, using apparatus closed with glass stoppers, 
and taking every precaution to avoid contact of thtf 
gases with organic t&atter of any kind. Inoneexporl- 
ment, seven hundred cubic , centimetres of cartwnie 
oxide, diluted with .air, after passing through the ap* 
partfus, in fifteen horns gave 4M mttttgsws ed r 
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carbonic dioxide, or 2.6 % of the carbonic oxide was 
converted into carbonic dioxide* In a second experi¬ 
ment* thirty litres of air containing 2.45 litres of car¬ 
bonic oxide* when passed through the apparatus, In 
twelve hours gave 64.6 milligrams of carbonic dioxide* 
or 1,6 %. The temperature varied between 20° and 
26°. Baumann found, further, that hydrogen per¬ 
oxide was not produced when air was passed over 
palladium hydrogen, although carbonic oxide was oxi¬ 
dised to a small extent. He concludes, with Hoppe- 
Seyler, that this oxidation is due to the presence of 
oxygen in its active condition. — {Berichte deutsch. 
ofmm. ffe*ell8ch.> xvi. 2146.) c, r. M, 478 

Determination of the atomic; weight of anti¬ 
mony.— J. Bongartz prepared metallic antimony 
from antimonlous chloride, which had previously 
been purified by six or eight fractional distillations. 
Tile metal was separated by electrolysis according to 
Classen’s method, and it was converted into the sul¬ 
phide by heating with potassic sulphide. Determina¬ 
tions of sulphur in the purified sulphide were made 
by Classen’s method; viz,, by oxidation with hydric 
peroxide, and weighing the sulphuric acid thus ob¬ 
tained as baric sulphate. The mean of twelve deter¬ 
minations gave 120.1l>3. —* {lierlchte deutoch. chem. 
ge$ell*th,y xvl. 359.) o. f. m . [479 

AGRICULTURE!. 

Conductivity of soil*. — Wagner has made a 
somewhat extended investigation of the thermal con¬ 
ductivity of various constituents of soils and of the 
effect upon it of alterations in the structure of the 
soil and In its moisture. The materials used were 
quaftz sand, kaoline, precipitated calcium carbonate, 
ferrte hydrate, peat extracted with acid and alcohol, 
and artificial humus prepared from sugar. The 
quartz was found to be the best conductor, and the 
humus the poorest, while the ofche^materials occu¬ 
pied Intermediate positions. The differences were 
small, however, and of little significance, compared 
With those due to differences of texture, compactness, 
and moisture. Experiments with two natural (cal- 
. Careous) soils showed that beat was transmitted more 
slowly in a loose soil than in the same soil compacted, 
and that these differences were greater the greater 
She water-content cl the toll. The latter factor, in¬ 
deed, seemed to have more influence than any other. 
Its effect is due, according to the author, to the fact 
. that It Is a somewhat better conductor than the air 
which ft replaces In the Interstices of the soil. The 
heat was transmitted horizontally, so that there-was 
little chance for the transmission of heat by convec¬ 
tion. ; The eflect of compacting the material was also 
Studied on the*1* soJMngredleute. mentioned above; 
and the compacted material was found to transmit 
hesit bettor tiian the loose, in every ease except the 
humus, of which the reverse was true. The con- 
, dnetlvhy was found to Increasc with thc slse of the 
-IbustWtes or aggregates of which the soil was com- 
Observations were also made on the daily 
■ : variation* of temperature at different depths in sand, 
peat. The variations were greatest, and 
greatest depth, tn the sand. The 


peat stood at the opposite extreme, and the clay be¬ 
tween the two; in these respects, their positions cor¬ 
responding to their relative conductivity as previously 
determined, — ( For&chr. agr. pkysiJc., vl. 1.) h , f . a. 

[480 

GEOLOGY. 

Lithology, 

The Maine building-stones. — It is well known, 
that, at the time Dr. Hawes was attacked by the ill¬ 
ness Which terminated so fatally, he was engaged In 
the microscopic study of the United States building- 
stones. It has begn hoped that some one would be 
able \p take up his unfinished work, and, in justice to 
his memory, render him credit for all that he had 
done. Whether this desirable work will ever be ac¬ 
complished is a problem for the future. Meanwhile, 
the Maine building-stones collected for Dr, Hawes’s 
work have been the subject of a recent paper by Mr. 
G. P, Merrill. These rocks, together with much data 
relating to their use, etc., were collected by Mr. J. E. 
Wolff, now of the Northern transcontinental survey, 
Mr, Merrill classes these building-stones under 
biotite granite, biotite muscovite granite, hornblende 
granite, hornblende biotite granite, biotite gneiss, 
biotite muscovite gneiss, diabase, olivine diabase, and 
argillite or slate. Of the eighty-three quarries in 
Maine in 1880-82, seventy-four are of granite or 
gneiss. 

The granites vary in color from a light to dark 
gray, and from a light pink to rod. In texture they 
vary from flue, even-grained rocks, to coarsely granu¬ 
lar ones, containing orthoclase crystals an inch or 
more In length. 

The constituents 'are quartz, orthoclase, plaglo- 
clase, biotite, or hornblende, with or without musco¬ 
vite, apatite, magnetite, zircon, epidoto, sphene, rutile 
microcllne, and iron pyrites. 

The paper Is accompanied by descriptions of the 
microscopic characters of the granites, which are of 
value to all interested either in lithology or bullding- 
stonea. 

The gneisses are similar to the granite, and, so far 
as the present writer’s observations have gone, they 
are of the same origin. 

Diabase, under the name of black granite, is quar¬ 
ried at throe localities in Maine, — Indian River In 
Addison, Addison Point, and Vinalhaven. The first 
locality produces a nearly black rock composed of 
piagibdase, augite, magnetite, apatite, and secondary 
hornblende and mica. The other localities produce 
a similar rock, with the addition of olivine and chlo¬ 
rite. * 

It is a remarkable freak of fashion which renders 
rocks of such undesirable composition so much sought 
for, and extensively used, for polished monumental 
and ornamental work used out of .doors, for which 
they are entirely unfit. This well illustrates the 
widespread ignorance, even among architects, of 
the properties of building-stones, even if New York 
and Boston, coupled with Harvard university, did 
not ft&ttish striking examples, 

Mr.'MerrIll’s remarks on the properties of building* 
stotito need to he reeled with caution, especially 
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(ho«e regarding some of the red granites of Maine; 
for he has probably never seen them after tbelr pol¬ 
ished surfaces have been long exposed to the weather. 
— (Proc, V . H* nat, mvs., vl, 105.) m, m, w. [481 

MINERALOGY. 

Cawiterite. — W. P. Blake notes ihe occurrence 
of cassiterito as stream-deposit, as well as in place in 
the Black Hills. Dakota. It occurs in a coarse crystal¬ 
line granite, yielding sheets of mica of commercial 
value, and large cleavage blocks of felspar. In addi¬ 
tion, spodumene Is found abundantly in gigantic crys¬ 
tals. — (Amer. journ- sc. f Sept.) 0. h. r. [482 
Uthiophilite. — Two analyses of this manganese 
variety of triphilitc are given by 8. L. Fenfield, — one 
from a new locality in Norway, Me.; the other from 
Branchville, Conn. The analyses fully substantiate 
the formula of the species LiMnBO*, in which a part 
of the manganese has been replaced by iron. — (Amer. 
journ. sc., Sept.) 8. l. p. [483 

Augite. — The calculation of several augitc analy¬ 
ses is given by C. Doelter, in which he shows, that in 
addition to the usual meta-silicate, Ii y %Sl*O i; , the alu¬ 
mina and alkali, when present Jn various amounts, 
are' united in molecules of the general formula, 
R"R"'«Si0 6 , of which he recognizes the following 
distinct, molecules, which are isomorphous with each 
other and with the meta-silicate — 

MgAljHtOjj MgIV" a SIO 0 

Ku» A Fe"Fe"' 2 H10 D 

CaAI,HfO„ CftKL*w,aiO rt 

Nfi, AIj^IOq NajKc'^HlO^ 

(Min. petr. mitth ,, v, 224.) 8. v IN [484 

BOTANY. 

Hybridisation of Zen, —Dr. Sturtevaut writes, 
concerning the supposed direct manifestation of hy¬ 
bridization in the fruit of the first year, “ We have 
as yet no station data whereby this belief can be veri¬ 
fied.” — (Hep. W.r. erper. stut, i. IS83.) w. t. [483 
fed and unfed aundewa. — BUsgen briefly re¬ 
views the experimental efforts thus far made to^de- 
terminc the value qf animal food for carnivorous 
plants, and gives the results of some feeding-experi¬ 
ments with Drosora rotund i foil a carried on by him¬ 
self at S trass bu rg. 

To avoid the inequality certain to exist in plates 
gathered from their native habitat, containing unequal 
quantities of reserve material, and of different Ages, 
BUsgen used seedlings, arguing that the slight weight 
(.02 tngm.} of the seed, and especially of its nutrient 
contents, renders the dry weight of all plants essen¬ 
tially equal at the beginning of the experiment. By 
averaging the results obtained from many plants, In¬ 
dividual peculiarities could be eliminated for the thoat 
part; and, by subjecting the seedlings to fluid-cul¬ 
tures with different fluids, the necessity of nitroge¬ 
nous compounds In the water absorbed by the roots 
was susceptible of determination. 

AH of these possibilities were not realised in the 
experiments reported, whichextend edthrough two 
seasons, since comparatively few plants iy#rr experi¬ 
mented upon, and. these wei^ cultivated on cake* of 


peat of unknown composition, saturated with the 
culture-fluid used. The results were* measured by 
the size and vigor of the grown plants, their fruitful¬ 
ness, and, finally, the dry weight of all their parts* 

Without giving the details of the experiments, — 
which, though not perfect, appear to he the most 
satisfactory yet performed,—we may state that they 
seem to show quite conclusively that plants 4>f this 
species, properly fed with animal matter (aphides) 
through their leaves, are individually stronger, more 
fruitful, and of greater weight, than those subjected . 
to the £kuie conditions but unfed; thus corroborating 
the conclusions of Francis Darwin, Kees and Keller- 
maun and v. Haumer. It seems, however, as if the 
organic nitrogen cannot wholly replace that derived 
normally through the roots, hut appears as useful 
for the plant only whoa supported by a certain 
quantity of nitrogenous salte(ef. Liebig, * I)ic chotfh 
in Hirer an wetul. auf agric. u. physiol.,* i. 4ik5). 
(Hot. zeituny, nos. 35, 30.) w. t. [488 

ZOOLOGY. 

Animal ohlorophyU v — Tin W, Engohnann main¬ 
tains that the diffuse green observed by him in 
certain Vorticellus is genuine chlorophyll, and* not 
duo to the presenco of any vegetable matter. The 
species was found near Utrecht, and is.related to V. 
campanula. The green coloring is diffuse, but is 
restricted to the ectoplasm. To study it, Engelmann 
employed the bacteria method, and found that the 
bacteria accumulated about the aniitfaloule; whence 
he concludes that the green produces oxygen. Ex¬ 
amined with the microspectroscope, the activity of 
the green Vortlcclla, as measured by the gathering 
of bacteria about it, varies in the same way, accbrd- 
ing to the wave-length of tlie light in which the ani¬ 
mal lies, as does the activity of vegetable chlorophyll 
under corresponding ci rcumstances. From these and 
other observations, Engohnann deduces the existence 
of true living chlorophyll, not of vegetable origin 
in this protozoou. The article Is a contribution, to 
the controversy concerning the existence at all v£ ani-, 
mal chlorophyll. [Etigelmaun relies upon the distrik 
button of bacteria In the field of the microscope as a 
tost for the distribution of oxygen* It Is obviously 
hazardous to assign to living organisms whose pecul¬ 
iarities are most imperfectly known the value Of a 
specific chemipal test. We must look upon the 4 bac¬ 
teria method 1 with suspicion, because the idea, which 
Is very ingenious, does not rest upon an established 
certainty. (Rep.)] — (PjliLytr's arch . physiol* xxxlt 
80.) 0. a. M. 

Morphology of the pripsitiwo streak.-^Rqpia- 
choff has confused the primitive mouth (umiuud). 
with the blastopore. Owing 4o this, he attempts to' 
disprove the connection of the primitive streakapd 
groove with the primitive mouth by insisting,uppn 
the well-established point, that the blsstopore iscett-^ 
neeted. only witli the posterior qnd of the pri'tey^'.' 
groove, overlooking the fact that the blastopore gmjte- 
sponds only to the posterior part of 
mouth* rite of Which unite all rite -tyf 
of the bU^opore to make the ^priu^w 




14, 1688.) ' 


8CI£$TC& 


m 


groove, if the latter is present, There appears to be a 
wide-spread difficulty in comprehending the concres¬ 
cence of the edges of the primitive mouth to form 
the axis of the vertebrate body, — (Zool. anz., vi. 305.) 

O. S. M. [488 

Ooeienteratei, 

The life-history of American medusae. —Al¬ 
though TilrritopaU l« one of our most interesting 
hy&romedusac, its metamorphosis 1ms been entirely 
unknown. Brooks has added to McCrody’a graphic 
description of the adult an account. of the larva and 
of the changes through which the young medusa 
passes. The larva is very similar to Tubiclava All- 
man; and ihe medusa buds are carried upon short 
Sterna which grow out from the main stem, just be¬ 
low the liydrantli. When set free, the medusa has 
eight tentacles and a short simple proboscis; but the 
Cndoderm-ceHs of tlio radial canals soon become 
thickened to form the great cellular peduncle, which 
is the most, characteristic mark of the genus. Adult 
specimens of Turritopsls often contain the singular 
Cuuina larvae which were discovered in this situa¬ 
tion by McCrady. 

Kbmopsis Rachel is another very common medusa, 
the young stages of which have hitherto escaped ob¬ 
servation. Brooks has reared it from a Bouganvilleia, 
and lias traced the metamorphosis of the medusa, 
phortls gibbosa McCr. has been reared from a very 
singular campanularian hydrold which was washed 
ashore In great abundance at Fort Macon, on denuded 
Agtaophcnia stems. Only one medusa escapes at a 
time, and this soon becomes larger than the entire 
gonotheca. The order in which the tentacles appear 
Is shown in the following diagram. 
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The larva of Amphlnema apicatum Haeckel is a 
Perigonomua, which grows upon the sand-tubes of 
/ 8*^1 Isria. When set free, the medusa has' no trace of 
. ' l the ftpkat process, which Is an adult feature, although 
\y* H baa usually been regarded as a larval characteristic. 
IWwai five day* old, the medusa begins to assunie 
' the adult form r the apical process is developed, the 
>; Umbrella becomes like that of the adult, the oral folds 
■ ! and the upper end of Hie proboscis becomes 

Mot lab. John* ilopk* uni*., (h 
rtK- tu ; . . J489 

'v • JfoUssk* r ' 

mollosca of Hew Guinea, — Tap* 
•; : v ; ' has undertaken a general work on 


ume of three hundred pages and eleven plates. In 
proof-reading, typography; and illustrations, it pre¬ 
sents a marked and favorable contrast to many Italian 
scientific publications. The second volume will con¬ 
tain the marine mollusks: the others find a place 
here. From such a region many novelties might be 
expected. The author, however, is conservative; and 
the divisions newly proposed are not numerous, 
though a considerable number of now species arc de¬ 
scribed and illustrated, ltallardiulla (Martenslaua) 
from Port Dorey is a Puplnolla in which the peristo¬ 
mal sulcus is replaced by a tube posteriorly directed, 
behiad the Up. Sulcobnsis and Cristigibba are sec¬ 
tions of Helix, typified by II. sulcosa Pfr, and H. 
toriilabia Lobs, respectively, Cyelotropis (papuana) 
differs from Assiminea by its perforated base. Phy- 
snst.ra resembles a thick-shelled reversed Limimea 
with a dehiscent epidermis. We doubt if it should 
be referred to the Phyeidae. Lastly, the section 
Microdontia is proposed as a section nf Unionidao 
for IT. anodonuu formis, in which the anterior cardi¬ 
nal teeth are I bin, compressed, and nearly parallel 
with the margin. 

Besides foil descriptions or synonymy of species, tbo 
work contains useful tables showing thvs exact distri¬ 
bution of each species ami group of species, as far as 
known, and also dissections of the generative organs, 
and illustrations of the dentition of a number of spe¬ 
cies. The work will also appear as volume xix. of 
the Annals of the Mu too eivico^f Genoa, and is pro¬ 
vided with a good index. — w. u. d. [490 

Structure of the oyster-sheU. — Observations by 
Osborne show that the shell is formed by the crys¬ 
tallization of lime in the conchioline (not, as stated, 
chitinotia) layer, as is generally believed. The struc¬ 
ture of other species was found less tm*y of inves¬ 
tigation j and the complexity of structure In many 
moHuscan shells would indicate that the process of 
formation is not universally the same. — (Stud. Hoi. 
lab . John $ flo\*k. univ ii. 4.) w, ft, i>, [491 

3lime-spinning by Anon hortensts.— Mr. Roc- 
back, having received a specimen an inch long,, ob¬ 
served it crawling on a flat paper-knife, from which 
it projected in a horizontal position into the air, with 
' only the end of its tail touching the knife. Knot¬ 
ting a thread of slime, it hung by it to a distance of 
four inches; and when, on reaching a support, the 
thread was severed, it immediately shrank into a 
mUkutp, scarcely visible point of slime. — (Joiern. 
conchy July, 1883.) w. h. ». [498 

* Insects. 

Distribution of the Occident ant — Rev. I)r. XI. 
C, McCook made a communication on the geographi¬ 
cal distribution of the Occident ant, Pogonomynnex 
Occident!*. The specimens upon which the com- 
mu^Uetyion was based were collected by Prof, J. £. 
Tpail hi Dakota. He reports that the species is con¬ 
fined to the bottom-lands along the Missouri River, 
and hat not pushed eastward through the territory v 
Thi* corresponds remarkably with Dr, McCook’s con¬ 
clusion, both from his own observations and those 
jmittte: underbit direcUon by Dr. Horace Griffith of 

• . - - .9 
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Marengo, Io., that this ant doe* not dwell east of the 
Missouri River, in Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota; 
that ft avoids eastern while abounding in western 
Nebraska; and that It U not found in Kansas farther 
east than BrookvIIle, which Is hear the site reported 
by Prof. Todd. The structure of the ant-hill a, and 
the harvesting habits of the species, were described. 
Mr, T. Meehan, to whom had been referred a small 
quantity of the debris collected from one of the nests 
by Prof. Todd, reported that there were no seeds 
among the pebbles, but that there were a number of 
callces, or undeveloped capsule^. of a leguminous 
plant, Dalea alopecuroides, which is common qp the 
plains. I>r. McCook had been puzzled to explain why 
such Intelligent creatures should be detected in har¬ 
vesting immature seeds. until, upon inquiry, he found 
that leguminous plants have a succession of flowers; 
so that there may be mature seeds and flowers on a 
plant at the same time. It is evident that the ant® 
were not harvesting out of season, hut were occasion¬ 
ally deceived, and cast out to the refuse-heap the 
calicos that contained no edible seed, — (Acad. not, 
sc. Phiiad.; meeting Nov. 21,1888.) [493 

Dipterous Jmaggota Inman.— Dr. Samuel Lock- 
wood exhibited a full-grown dipterous larva taken 
from the inner ear of a man at Paterson, N.J., Aug. 
80. There was a perforation of the raerabranu tyra- 
pani. The man had suffered seven days from, its 
presence. The grub had entered the outer car, but 
eluded an attempt to extract it by re-entering the 
drum. Appearing again in the external ear, it was 
extracted with forceps, and kept alive for several days. 
He referred to certain papers read to the society (one 
in 1880, and a sequel in 3881), in which he described 
specimens of dipterous larvae passed by a man in 
large numbers, and which he determined to be larvae 
of Sarcophaga earn aria and Anthomyia caulcularis, 
which had come of eating tainted cold moat and cold 
boiled cabbage. Ho had also shown a larva, which 
he could not determine, which bad been vomiled by 
a girl. The larva taken from the man's ear he had 
determined to be the viviparous flesh-fly, Sarcophaga 
carnaria, and thought that the man had eaten meat 
on which were the freshly laid larvae, which, being 
very small, might easily be unpercelved. If the man 
had coughed during the eating, he might have thus 
thrown one of the Jarvto against the entrance to the 
custachian tube, and it could readily ascend the epi¬ 
thelial walls, feeding upon the mucus*on Us way. 
The larva had attained full growth, and, about to 
pupate, was restless to find a nidus: hence the good 
fortune of its twice entering the outer ear from the 
rent in the tympanum. Dr. A. V. N, Baldwin re¬ 
marked that he had recently found a cluster of grubs, 
hard-packed, in the external ear of a man in Bellevue 
hospital; to which Dr. Lockwood replied, “Probably 
the parent fly had oviposited there when the naan 
was asleep, attracted by the fetid odor of a diseased 
ear, M — (N. Jers. micr. soc.; meeting Nov, 1 %) [494 

Spinning-habit Faoou*. — Rev, H. C. McCook 
announced that the small neuropteroas trisect, Pbocus 
eexpunctatus, had recently been found, for the first 
time in America bs fttr at Ut was informal Oh the 


Wlasahlcfcon Creek, Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, 
by Mr, S. F, Aaron, The family of the Fsooldae it 
of peculiar interest in being the only true Intact* 
which spin webs in the imago state. The generally 
larval function of web-epjnn!ng might, perhaps, be 
correlated with the rank which zoologists assign the 
Neuroptera as the lowest in the order Insects. It U, 
however, a striking example of the diverging and In* 
dependent lines along which life-form® have sprung 
up In nature, that a function which belongs to the 
larval stage of insects, and which appears in the imago 
stage only in the lowest type of the same, should 
appear as the most permanent and characteristic func¬ 
tion of the spider, — an animal, which, although iHs 
now commonly given a lower place in the same sub¬ 
kingdom with the insect, is certainly very differently 
and but Vittle less highly organized. It would be a 
difficult task to trace, or even imagine, any evolu¬ 
tionary connection between the web-spinnlng spi¬ 
der, the web-spinning lepldopterous larva, and the 
web-spinning neuropterous imago. There is, Indeed, 
the common factor, the spinning-function; but the 
physiologist fails to perceive any use or combination 
of the same which can unite the organisms in which 
It Inheres. — (Acad. naL sc, Phiiad.; meeting Nov. 
27.) ' [493 

VERTEBRATES. 

Action of the respiratory movement® on 
circulation. — Taljauzeff states, that, in violent 
breathing, partial or complete Inhibition of the eon- 
tractions of the right side of the heart may take place, 
without, however, any fall of arterial pressure result¬ 
ing; the blood being forced from the right to the left 
side of the heart by the action of the breathing-itioye* 
menta on the heart, especially on the right ventricle. 
He ha® discovered, also, that if the branches of the 
vagus going to the lungs are cut, and their central 
ends stimulated, a decided reflex action on the heart 
and blood-vessels is obtained. In most cases the heart l 
was flowed, giving the well-known 4 vagus pulse, 1 and 
the blood-pressure lowered; though in one experi¬ 
ment there was a fall of aortic pressure without any 
change in either the force or rate of the heart con¬ 
tractions. — ( Centralbl. med. wist. , 188&, 401.) w. w. h. 

[496 

Vaso-motor nerves of the leg. •*- In a brief 
preliminary communication, Bowditch and Waned 
give some of the result® of an investigation u$on the 
vaso-motors of the extremities. Their method of do* 
termlnlng the contraction on dilatation of the blood* 
vessels was to enclose the limb in a plethysmography 
— a method undoubtedly very delicate and accurate* 
bUt possessing the disadvantage that it gives only the 
general result of the stimulation of the nerve on ike 
blood-vessels of the limb as a whole, and furbishes* 
no indication of local dilatations or constrictions 
which may take place. They find that stiraulaUon 
of the peripheral, end of the divided sciatic 
cause either constriction or dilatation. ■ When the 
induction-shocks followed in rapid 
34 in a second), a constriction 6f the .biood^resashi ^ 
was the general result. When 
move slowly (4 - 0.2 )u a second)* adilatatidul^i^'l 
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produced. With a medium rapidity of stimulation, a 
contraction was observed in the beginning, followed 
by a dilatation. The latent period of vaso-constric¬ 
ken was estimated at 1.6 ff ; that of vaso-dilatatlon, at 
&B*. The vaso-dil.ator effects continued for some 
time after the cessation of the stimulus. — (Ontr.- 
UcttU mcd. wins., 1888, 513.) w. H. ir. [497 

Ifanuaftla 

Birth of a mandrill in captivity. —A mandrill 
wag born In the Hamburg zoological garden in July, 

, 1882. It lacked the brilliant coloring of the face 
characteristic of the adult, and had but weakly devel¬ 
oped face-wrinkles. The countenance and posterior 
callosities were flesh-colored.^ Only the upper and 
posterior portion*of the head and a space on the 
median line of the back were dark. •'-{Zool, garten, 
xxiv. 1883, 235. ) f. w. t. [498 

The circulation in the kidney®. — This paper by 
Cohnheim and Roy furnishes an-extremely important 
and interesting addition to our knowledge of the 
physiology of the kidney, and will undoubtedly, with 
the future work ihat is promised on the subject, throw 
much light also on the etiology of some of the diseases 
of that organ. The method which they employed in 
their investigation cannot be thoroughly understood 
without reference to the plates which accompany the 
article. It is sufficient to say that the organ was en¬ 
closed in a sort of plethysmograph, to which Roy has 
given the name of oncometer, by means of which 
variations In volume of the kidney can be registered. 
WUh regard to the normal circulation in the kid¬ 
neys, it was found that both the respiratory and pulse 
waVes were shown In the kidney tracing, as well as 
the TrauUe-Hering waves, when these occurred. 

Stimulation of the vaso-motor centre directly by 
mean* of dyspnoea, as well as stimulation of the 
central end of sensory nerves, caused a strong and 
rapid diminution in volume of the kidney, owing to 
the -contraction of Us vessels. This diminution in 
volume occurs when both splanchnlcs are cut; but 
In those cases lit which they succeeded in severing 
the kidney from all external nervous influences, the 
kidney, Instead of contracting, showed an increase in 
vpiume corresponding to the general rise of blood- 
pressure. 

Tha*influence of the splanchnlcs on the kidney 
circulation was especially studied. Section of the 
,4pl*n<%ies caused no increase in the volume of the 
kidney, so that the tonic influence which these nerves 
have feu supposed to exert on the kidney-vessels is 
rendgited very doubtful, though the authors do not care 
to. make any positive statement with regard to this 
pdlrit Stimulation of either the central or peripheral 
end of the divided splanchnic* gave a strong diminu¬ 
tion in votume of the kidney. The fact, that, after 
iectioii of both splanchnlcs* stimulation of the cen- 
end of a sensory nerve still causes a contraction 
* kidney, shows that Vaso-motor nerves pass to 

, tfcUorgari by some other path. In order to cut off 
kidney froth external nervous connection, it 
; Warmk^iary to divide not only the nerve-trunks In 
hllus, bdt also to destroy the external coat (tunica 


adventitia) of the blood-vessels. In cases in which 
this was successfully accomplished, they could ob¬ 
tain no distinct evidence of a vaso-motor tonus of 
the kidney-vessels. Stimulation of the nerves of the 
hilus showed the presence only of vaso-constrictor and 
sensory nerves: in no case did they obtain any evi¬ 
dence of vaso-dilator nerves. 

The circulations in the two organs are, to a great ex¬ 
tent, independent of each other. Clamping the renal 
artery on one side has no effect at all on .the circula¬ 
tion in the other kidney, and the same may be said 
with regard to tlm closure of other large arteries of 
the body. Throwing lee-cold water, or water heated 
to W 9 C., on the whole of the skin sur/aco of the ani¬ 
mal, has little or no effect on the kidney circttlation; 
a fact which seems to indicate that the direct connec¬ 
tion between the functions of the skin and the kidney 
is not so close as has been supposed. A future paper 
on the influence of the composition of the blood on 
the circulation in the kidney is promised. — (Viv 
chow’s archiv , xcii. 424.) w. ri. a. [499 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Ethnology of Yunnan and the Shan oountry. 

— Mr. Colquhoun has traversed the region lying be¬ 
tween Canton and Rangoon, including Yunnan, the 
south-western province of China. The details of iris 
exploration have been published in the Proc. r&y, 
geogr. hoc., Dec., 1882, in a volume entitled ‘Across 
Chrysee,’ or will appear in a work now preparing on 
the Shan country. From Canton westward the 
people were pure Chinese; west of that, to the Yun¬ 
nan frontier, the people were mixed on the livers; 
and aboriginal races were found inland. Through¬ 
out Yunnan the chief population consisted of SUans 
disguised under a great variety of tribal names. Lolo 
and Miao-tzu, aborigines and Thibetans undeg the 
name of Kutsung, were seen. Mr. Keane, com¬ 
menting upon this paper, said that amongst the Yun¬ 
nan tribes were the widely dispersed Lolo people, 
who seem to extend in isolated groups fromJSzechtien, 
Kwbbchew, and Yunnan, down to the Tonquin high¬ 
lands, and Who by some travellers had been described 
as physically more like Europeans than Indo-Chinese. 

— 0/dkrn. anthrop. inst.> xiii. 3.) J. w. v. [900 

Notfeh-easteru Papua. —During a period of six 

years, 1875-81, Mr. Wilfred Fowell made frequent 
visits to the Eastern coast of New Guinea. Torres 
Straits has become famous os a pearl-fishing ground, 
worked by fleets of large boats built for the purpose, 
and manned by natives from all parts of Polynesia. 
The most fever'Cursed portion of the island is the low 
alluvial plain skirting the Gulf of Papua, opposite 
Queensland. Ilere is found the only cannibalism 
knotrti to the author to exist on the Island. The 
whole of the population here are of a lower type than 
those in the more elevated districts to the east. At 
Brumer Islands the two races meet and intermingle, 

— the dfifrfcer and more barbarous type of the Gulf of 
Paptfcft and tbe south-west coast, and the lighter col¬ 
ored und better featured type, move resembling the 
Polynesian, Inhibiting the south-east and the eastern 
peninsula. The last-mentioned people are numerous 
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and Industrious. The women are respected, arid irri¬ 
gation is carried on by means of bamboo pipes joined 
with gum. Obsidian is used for many purposes such 
as shaving their heads and faces, carving wood, etc. —■ 
(Proc. ray* gtagr. hoc., Sept.) J, w. i». [501 

The Masai people in Bast Africa. — Zanzibar i* 
now a commercial centre, dominated over by British 
interests and British trade. It is therefore a matter of 
great importance to establish an expeditious caravan 
route over the range in which are Mounts Kilimanjaro 
and Kenla to Lake Victoria, In the way of this route 
are the Masai, a tribe reputed to be savage and ag¬ 
gressive, Last autumn Mr. J. T. Last, a physician 
missionary, made a journey to the Masai country, and 
reports much that is interesting to the ethnologist 
as well as to the geographer. The Masai seem to be** 
long to the great Galla race. The extent of their 
country Is very large. The majority are of average 
height, and the women are about os tall as the men. 
There Is a marked difference In feature* between the 
pure and the mixed Masai, the former being of a much 
higher type. The author describes the scanty dress 
of th ‘ men, one article of which is the oldiny'ori , ft 
heart haped piece of goat-skin, serving more for a 
seat than covering. The women are completely 
clothe 1 and extravagantly ornamented. There is no 
iron In their country, nor do they know how to work 
it. Their domestic animals, weapons, mythology, 
burials, marriage, crimes, polygamy, and modes of 
building arc all fully described, and a copious vocabu¬ 
lary closes, the paper, — ( Ibid *) j. w. r. [502 

Serpent venom. — The destruction of human life 
by the bites of poisonous serpents is so great in many 
countries, that it becomes really an anthropological 
problem to ascertain the amount of damage, and to 
seek the remedy. Dr. Hoberl Fletcher has brought 
together much information, and a great deal of the 
literature, in a paper vend before the Washington 
philosophical society in May last. Sir Joseph Fayrer 
states the average mortality from serpent-bites in 
India to be fully 20,000 annually. In 1800 the re¬ 
turns were obtained through official sources, frotn a 
large part of India, with unusual care and accuracy. 
In a population of nearly 121,000,000, representing 
an area of less than half the peninsula of Hindustan, 
the deaths were 11,410, or nearly one In 10,000. Of 
these deaths, there were caused by 


Cobra . . . , . . 2,01)0 

Krait (Buugarus ceruleus). . . 360 

Other snakes ..... 839 

Unknown snakes .... 0,022 
No details.. 000 


11,416 

In 1880, 212,770 poisonous snakes were killed *nd 
paid for; and In 1881,2^4,968. 

Even In Europe the number of accidents from 
snake-bite is very large. In one department of 
France, La Haute-Marne, the government paid, In 
six years, for the destruction of J7 f 415 vipers* 
lA»ier.)our%. md* July.) wr. w,>* {#03 


Mytholofic parallel*. Guidos* commenting 
the tendency to trace the myths and folk-tales of Eu¬ 
rope to the Aryans on the high plateaus of Indict, 
remarks, u that we cannot rest upon those eminences* 
but must prolong our inquiry over the whole earth: 
they are not Aryan, they are human.” The discus¬ 
sion of resemblances Ip culture seems to land us ever 
in a double corner between the supposition thaUhu* 
maulty reproduces ever the same phenomena under 
the same conditions, and the theory that similarity , 
proves contact of some kind. M. Gaidox cites two 
very interesting but far remote similarities. Among 
the ancient Homans, driving a nail was a religions 
practice, oft resorted to as a remedy against certain 
maladies, or a preservative against enchantments, 
Numerous references to this practice will be found 
under the word ‘elavus,’ by M. Slglio, in his ‘Dior 
tionnaire des anUquitds grecques et latlnes/ p. 184(b* 
1242; and in the chapter upon the nail In the cell* 
of the temple of Jupiter, in Freller’s ‘Koemisch© 
mythology,’ 2d. ed., p. 281. The law demanded that 
the rite (clad figendl cai/s a) should be performed by 
one high in authority, and, in coses of great public 
calamity, by the dictator himself. Now pass beyond 
the Pillars of Hercules to the mouth of the Kongo 
Itiver, and listen to the words of Charles de Kouvre 
{Bull. me* gto<jr>. Oct., 1880, p, 323): ** Finally there 
are the fetishes, under th© care of priests called 

gangazambi, who are routed to have th© power to 
cause to speak. An offering is made to the n'dokt 
of one or more pieces of cloth and tafia. A nail h 
then driven into the image, while the gang a or the 
suppliant formulates his demand,” * The barbarian# 
are older than we/ said Plato; and this form of nail- 
driving into the heart of the image, in order tbs* ftpy 
prayer may pierce the heart of the god, is much older 
than th© Koman custom, M. Guido? further con* 
nects this custom with votives on oratorios, on 
on church-walls, etc,, for many purposes. In con* 
elusion, the author insists that the beliefs of classic 
antiquity are to be studied not only in ancient tfekfcs, 
but in a past far more remote, — hUt. reHg., 
vU. 5.) j. w'. i\ [50$ 

Hypertrichosis, — The development of hairon 
abnormal parts of the body has received theisMn©* 
Hypertrichosis universalis when It occurs 
whole body, and H. partialis when only over limited 
portions or in patches. Th© abnormality f&ay, b© 
the period of development, In which cas© it would $4 
hetorochronic, It may be sex, as the beard oL ew*' 
tain females, where it would be heterogenic. Xu ; the 
first case mentioned above it is heterotopia, I)r* 

J. G. Garson of London has collected photographs 1 
of distinguished cases of hypertrichosis, and states 
his conclusions as follows: “As to the cause ; 

normal hair*growlh, the atavistic theory sceuijS 
me to be the most probable explanation, as harw ^ - 
would not have to trace the atavus far back,audia 
the notmuf body w©' luwe the 
ent, though hi a rudimenffry c©ud4Uon, It would* : 
therefbrb, be what Gegenh*uer terms a pale^en^ie 
form 1 <4 atavism, —(/mtrfe mdtorop* v 
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INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

Geological survey. 

Geology, — According to Prof. L, C. Johnson, who 
has been at work on the geology of Alabama (in the 
southern part of the state), the tertiary bound ary 
will have to be moved from six to ten miles north of 
the limits usually assigned it on the maps. The 
lignltic, a sub-Claiborne division of the tertiary, will 
therefore appear much extended northward (ten miles 
at Allen ton, six at Camden, and seventeen at Butler 
Springs). Professor Johnson has collections of fossils 
to prove his position. He has also recently investi¬ 
gated the bound ary-line between the rotten-limestone 
group and the Eutaw group of the cretaceous, and 
between the latter and the older formations, and has 
made large and interesting collections of mammalian 
and saurian remains from the southern part of Ala¬ 
bama, principally from Antauga county. 

Prof. ft. D. Irving, who is devoting his attention 
to the copper-bearing rocks of Lake Superior, reports, 
that, in connection with Professor Winch oil, he has 
personally examined the quartzites of Nicollet and 
Cottonwood counties, Minn. One hundred and forty 
thin sections of rocks have been made, mostly of 
Huronian quartzites; and more than half of these 
have been examined, with tfio result of proving that 
the quartzites of the original or typical Huron Ian of 
Lake Huron, and of the Hnrontan regions of Mar¬ 
quette and the Menominee River in Michigan and 
Wisconsin, are fragmental rocks, and that they have 
never undergone any metamorphism other than that 
involved in Urn deposit of interstitial quartz among 
the clastic grains, of which they are in the main com¬ 
posed. Professor Irving has also begun a compara¬ 
tive study of the greenstones, cherts and flints, and 
Jasjpery iron ores of the various Huronian regions 
•examined by him. 

Prof. T. C. Chamberlin, who has charge of the 
morainic investigations in the eastern United States, 
has recently examined the border of the later drift, 
principally In Indiana, and subordinate!y in Ohio, and 
has completed the tracing 6f the line from the Scioto 
to the Wabash, and more fully demonstrated the 
peculiar association of the remarkable bowlder-belts 
of those states with morainic aggregations. Prof. J, 
XL Todd, one of Professor Chamberlin’s assistants, 
has determined more exactly the character of the 
morainic loop in the vicinity'of Alexandria, in south¬ 
ern Dakota. He also found In that neighborhood an 
exposure of the Sioux quartzite with glacial striae, 
the direction of which is in harmdny with the pre¬ 
vious observations. Professor Todd also examined 
the driftdduffs in the vicinity of the Big Sioux River, 
whhre the loess comes In ooptaet with the drift. In 
Ottotya, Hr, B. D. Salisbury, who la also assisting 
Professor Chamberlin, made a detailed and specific 
JHfcdyef the border of the driftless area in Wisconsin, 
i^neseta, and Iowa. This had heretofore been ex- 
glotodd phly cursorily by various observers; and Mr. 
tfatUbury made acrltteel and connected examination, 


which developed some interesting points, one of which 
is to give thfe outline a form more In harmony with 
the moraines of the later epoch that He opposite it on 
either hand. 

Chemistry. — Mr. Hiltebrand, the chemist in charge 
of the field-laboratory at Denver, has been investi¬ 
gating the so-called basic Sulphates from LeadviUo. 
They are an important constituent of the ore deposits 
of that region, and occur as a rule under the ore 
Jodies, seeming bsbe a product of secondary decom¬ 
position of the original sulphuretted ores. They 
appear to be a mixture of the mineral jarosite and 
basic sulphate of iron with hydrated arseniate of 
iron, angleslte, aad pyrmnorphito. 

A short time ago Prof. F. W. < Marko, chief chemist 
of the survey, visited and examined the Gilmore mica- 
mine in Montgomery county, Md., about twelve miles 
north of Washington, and found it of remarkable 
mineralogicftl interest. 

Publications , — A few advance copies of the third 
annual report have been issued without the complete 
set of illustrations. Besides the report of the director 
and the various administrative reports, it contains the 
following papers : Birds with teeth, by Prof. 0. C. 
Marsh; The copper-bearing rocks of Lake Superior, 
by Roland D. Irving; Sketch of the geological his¬ 
tory of Lake Lahontan, by Israel 0. Russell; Ab¬ 
stract of report on geology of the Eureka district. 
Nevada, by Arnold Hague; Preliminary paper on 
the terminal moraiue of the second glacial epoch, 
by Thomas 0. Chamberlin; A review of the non- 
inarino fossil Mollusca of North America, by Dr. C. 
A. White. 

A monograph on the geology of the region adjacent 
to Golden, Col., by Mr. C. Whitman Cross, is almost 
ready for the printer. 

Geographical field-work. — The following notes of 
the geographic work of the survey during the season 
of 18$8 are furnished by Mr. Henry Gannett, chief 
geographer. 

Appalachian division.—In the southern 
Appalachians, five topographic and two triangulation 
parties have been at work during the season, and 
are now about returning to the office in Washington. 
Prof. V\C C. Kerr has been in charge of the triangu¬ 
lation* The area embraced in the survey was the 
mountain region of North Carolina, exclusive of that 
worked in previous years; the northern half of the 
valley of east Tennessee; the south-western portion 
of Virginia; and that part of West Virginia lying 
between the Kanawha and Big Sandy rivers. In 
addition to the territory thus enumerated, the west¬ 
ern part of Maryland, and adjacent portions of West 
Virginia and Virginia, were surveyed. 

The total area thus comprised will be not less than 
twenty thousand square miles for the season. Work 
in this region is necessarily difficult and somewhat 
slow, osi account of the scarcity of salient topograph¬ 
ical points, the thick growth of timber, and the heavy 
rainfall. The latter is a fact that is ignored on most 
of the rain-charts published during the past test years.' 1 
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This work will be published on a scale of four miles 
to the inch, with contours two htmdred feet apart 
vertically, 

Vwvewc&u* e 11 s d I v i s i o n, ~ In July a sur¬ 
vey of Massachusetts was begun, under the direction 
of Prof. H. F, Walling. In this work the triangule- 
tion of the coast survey ahd the old Borden survey, 
and the topographical work of the past, are being 
utilized wherever practicable. The maps will be com¬ 
paratively detailed, as the published scale is to be two 
miles to the inch. It is hoped that the work may be 
completed in about two years. Ttyis far, during the 
present season, about two thousand miles have peeif 
surveyed, work having been begun in the western 
part of the state, and extended eastward from the 
high country as cold weather began to come on. 

Bocky-mountatn division. — Mr. Anton 
Karl has surveyed part, of the Elk Mountains in Colo¬ 
rado, extending the map made by Hayden in 1874, 
and has also been engaged in re-surveying the Max¬ 
well grant in northern New Mexico for the interior 
department. 

Wingate division. —- This division, in charge 
of Prof. A. H. Thompson, has its headquarters At Ywt 
Wingate, N.M., and lias been working in the plateau 
country, principally in north-eastern Arizona. Field¬ 
work was begun oarly in May, and Is now practically 
finished for the season. One triangulation party and 
three topographic parties have been at work, and have 
surveyed twenty-two thousand square mlley. The 
region they covered is one of the most dreary and 
desolate within the limits of the United States; and, 
when its arid condition and the difficulties of trans¬ 
portation through it are considered, it will be seen 
that this division has accomplished a remarkable 
amount of work. 

California division,— Mr. Gilbert Thomp¬ 
son, who is in charge of this division, began work 
last year In northern California, and completed the 
survey of about four thousand square miles. Thi# 
year the work was extended in all directions fypm 
Mount Shasta, reaching to the Coast Range Ww 
west, and into the lava-bed country on the east and 
south-east. This region lies between the parallels 8$ 
and 42, and meridians 121 and I2J. Although the 
atmosphere was smoky a large part of the time, this 
division has had a successful season. 

Division of the Great basin. —The topo¬ 
graphic surveys in the Great-basin district have been 
confined mainly to detailed work for special maps 
illustrating Mr. G. K. Gilbert’s investigations of the 
lake-basins of this region. The principal work done 
has been the securing of notes for a map of the drain¬ 
age area of Mono Lake, and for a number of special 
maps of ancient moraines. 

Yellowstone-park division, —Mr. J. H. 
Renshawe has just ooxae in from the field. He .has 
been engaged In work for a detailed map of the Yel¬ 
lowstone national park. He began work early In 
June, and has covered fifteen hundred square miles, 
making plane-table sketches on a scale,of tjio limhei 
to the telle. He also remeasured, at Bowman, a base¬ 
line laid out by Wheeler's survey!* twt% Mtr.,R«n- 


• sbawe expanded this base-line last season, but was 
prevented from remeasuring it then by the weather. 

In California Mr. John D. Hoffman has been 
carrying on the survey of the quicksilver-mines 
steadily for more than a year. 


NOTES AND NEWS . 

Last summer, at the Zurich meeting of the stand¬ 
ing committee of the International geological con¬ 
gress, Professor Neumayr of the Vienna university 
presented, by request, a plan for the preparation 
of a 'Nomenclator palaeontologicus,’ to be issued 
under the auspices of the congress. His project was 
well received, and only awaits final Indorsement at 
the meeting of the congress next year at Berlin, 
The scheme contemplates the appointment of an 
editor-in-chief (for which post no better person than 
Professor Neumayr himself could be selected); an 
editing committee, under whose general supervision 
the work will be carried on; national collaborators, 
who are to give special assistance in the literature, of 
their own country; and special compilers, to each 
of whom a particular section of the work will be con¬ 
fided, and who will be placed in special relation with 
some one member of the editing committee. 

The work, when completed, will probably consist of 
fourteen or more large octavo volumes. The mot- 
lusks are expected to require at least tw6 volumes; 
one each will be given to cryptogams, phanerogams, 
protozoa, coelenterates, echinoderms, worms and 
molluecoida, arthropods, and vertebrates; two vol¬ 
umes will be given to a systematic enumerator, and 
one to an alphabetical register. 

The nomenclator proper will consist of citations of 
all species (the nominal species in special type) pub¬ 
lished In scientific works, in accordance with recog¬ 
nized rules, with their synonymes; and the citations 
will Include, a, the first publication; 6, later descrip¬ 
tions which have really advanced the paleontological 
knowledge of the species, particularly such as give 
for the first time a satisfactory illustration; c, the 
illustrations found In the best known and most widely 
circulated * fundamental work/ 

Critical notes and newly proposed names will not 
be admitted, and conventional signs will be avoided. 
Abbreviations in the citations will be so given as to, 
be readily understood by every one possessing some 
knowledge of the literature; and, for serial publica¬ 
tions, the use of those employed In the Royal society's 
Catalogue of scientific papers is recommended. The 
geological horizon and geographical distribution will 
be indicated, the former according to the scale of the 
congress* The language employed will be tatin. 

The plan, as presented by Professor Heumayr, is 
excellently conceived, and, if carried out in the seme 
^spirit, will be an Immense boon to paleontologists. 
But one minor criticism occurs to us; it seems a phy 
to,perpetuate the awkward abbreviations employed 
in the Royal society’s Catalogue, In which sghton 
quently violated the two cardinal tale* of proper ifl^ 
bteviaHoni,—* the preservation of the orfer of wbs»dl 
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hi a title, and, in ordinary cases, the abbreviation a* 
words before the vowel of the second syllable: If 
those in charge of the compilation of that magnificent 
but exasperatlngly Incomplete work had but taken 
counsel of some of their better trained brethren of 
the Index society, the world would have had more to 
thank them for. As it is, their shortcomings seem 
likely to breed perpetual sorrow. 

— On the 28th of July, about nine o’clock in the 
morning, a Mr. Ferry started fy-om Dover to cross the 
English Channel on 


movement of glaciers, has been used as 

a natural chronometer, on the assumption Lli&t they 
har« been going on at the same rate throughout the 
past, and have been warranted never to stop, or to 
want winding up, or to go faster or slower than at the 
moment the observer was looking at them.” The 
chronology adopted in the present paper is that of 
the author's ‘ Early man in Britain.’ In the light of 
Dawkins's system, Professor Whitney's pliocene man 
is found wanting. Skulls of Mexican mustangs and 

modern stone Jin- 


a water tricycle. 
The construction of 
the machine is well 
shown in the ac¬ 
companying illus¬ 
tration, which we 
take from La Na¬ 
ture, It is evident, 
however, that the 
displacement must 
have been much 
greater than that in¬ 
dicated. Instead of 
the light wheels 
of steel, with tires 
of rubber, of the 
land vehicle, there 
are bulky paddle- 
wheels. The small 
wheel behind serves 
as i rudder. Ferry 
arrived a £ Calais in 
less than eight 
hours. The dis¬ 
tance** a bird fifes 
is twenty tulles, but 
on account of the 
currents the, exer¬ 
tion required, was 
considerably in¬ 
creased. 

— Mr. Boyd Daw¬ 
kins, who has long 
been familiar to 
American archeolo¬ 
gists through his 
cave explorations, 
ahd'jkts volume on 



TUlOYOUt WHIC* MS. rKttUY CttOM**)) TBS ENGLISH CHANNEL. 


plcments are taken 
from the same lay¬ 
ers. The human 
hones in the aurif¬ 
erous gravels are in- 
distinguish a- 
b 1 c from thoso of 
the red Indians. 

With reference to 
Dr. Abbott’s Dela¬ 
ware River finds, the 
author remarks, 

“ The identity of 
the implements 
proves that the river- 
drift hunter was in 
the same rude state 
of civilisation in the 
old and the new 
world, while the 
hand of the geologi¬ 
cal clock pointed to 
the same hour.” 
This river-drift man 
was unmistakably 
a man, and not a 
‘missing link.' 

— From advanced 
sheets of the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the An¬ 
thropological socie¬ 
ty of Washington, 
Col. F. A. Seely, of « 
the U. 8. patent of¬ 
fice, publishes a 
pamphlet entitled 
‘ h n inquiry into 
the origin of lnven- 


early man in Brtt- 


tlon.' The author 


aln, discusses in the North AmeNeoa mfew the ques¬ 
tion bf tbe eifitlquity of man in wurown country. 
W» sttbjftct i|#eated as a porttoabfems great problem 
common totheoidand th.e new WesVb when man lived 
to too tome low *tsfs of culture oh both sides of the 
at a too whan the hands of the geological 
efoto pointed to the seme hoar over the greater part 
* eitle #Cr|4. With refetonce to the absolute chrontol- 
" ^ geologic*} phenomena, the author 1 makes a 

t worth preserving: u The present rate of 
W or of the 

wpoSit of Htterttud,or of ttalagmR* to caverns, or 
h&numxiatkm of rocks themselves, or of the 


is accustomed, day by day, as new claims for patents 
come before him, to eliminate the successive steps In 
the Classes of machinery until he reaches the funda¬ 
mental idea. This is the plan pursued in tracing 
backward the whole subject of Invention to Its 
aodroe* In the mind of primitive man. The subject # 
is Mhistteted, first, by the story of the steam-engine, 
snd tben by the examination of the bow and arrow, 
arid other implements of the lower races. The au¬ 
thor* rejects Professor Gaudry’s Dryopithecus, and 
affirms, * u Obviously, archeology can find no trace 
of a remoter age than that of stone; but I mistrust 
that toe thoughtful anthropologist will accept the 
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evidence of earlier ages, one of which, taking one of 
its perishable materials as the type of all, we may 
call the age of wood. Stilt farther hack must lie an 
age, as indefinite in duration as any, When man ex¬ 
isted In hts rudest condition, without arts of any kind, 
except such ho employed in common with lower 
animals; ami ttys is the true primitive period.” 

— In the Bulletin of the SocUU g4ogr, de Marseille 
for Juno, Heckel gives new information, with a rtmm& 
of old, in regard to the African nut known as Kola, or 
Guru. This seed, which is hardly to be called a nut, 
has a kernel about two inches in length, somewhat 
like that of a peanut, with a groove Instead of a jp*o- 
jeellng point at the germinal end. It may be white 
or rod, or both, to the number of four or five, in the 
same rough brown pod. It is the product of a tree 
of the family Sterculiacea. The genus has been called 
Sterculla, Kola, etc., and there are several species or 
varieties. This tint, or seed, is remarkable on account 
of containing (beside glucose, tannin, and a bitter 
principle) caffeine and theobromine in large propor¬ 
tion. Among the African tribes it take's the place of 
tea and coffee or cocoa, —products of plants belong¬ 
ing to very different groups, but valued for the same 
essential principle. It has been used from time in*- 
memorial, and many singular stories have been cur¬ 
rent as to its effect upon the system, though little 
authentic information was at hand. 

Kola is gathered twice a year, carefully shelled, and 
the bare meats are Immediately despatched into the 
Interior, carefully wrapped in green leaves to insure 
them from drying. They have to be carefully picked 
over every twenty or thirty days, and all defective 
ones thrown out. It is considered very important that 
they should be kept fresh and somewhat moist. How¬ 
ever, as soon as they begin to shrivel arid dry up, the 
caravan merchants dry them thoroughly in the sun, 
and pound them to a powder in a mortar. The seeds 
are worth twenty or thirty cents a pound at the place 
where gathered, near Sierra Leone; but they rapidly 
increase in value away from the original market. At 
Gorce a single seed will be sold at six to ten cents, 
according to the state of the market. In the Interior 
* the tribes on the Niger p^y as high os one dollar per 
seed/and in times of scarcity a eiave has been given 
for one seed. In the far interior the Arab merchants 
frequently dispose of the powder for its weight in 
gold-dust. 

The Kola Is the stimulant of the African tribes, 
and Is in order on every occasion. Among those peo¬ 
ples where the nut is not indigenous, nor yet too ex¬ 
travagantly dear, no transaction of any moment (ran 
take place without an exchange of Kolas. This is 
either in token of good will or to * hind the bargain.* 

If two tribes ally themselves, they exchange white 
i Kolas, this color being always the token of good will 
and peace. If war is declared, the announcement Is 
made by sending red Kolas to the enemy. A request 
for a wife is accompanied by the present of a white 
Kola from the lover to the intended mother-in-law. 
The response favorable is by a seed of the same color; 
a refusal, by a red one. The wedding present of the 
husband to his bride is incomplete without a certain 


proportion of Kolas. In the interior, where they 
are so valuable, the gift of one is considered a high 
attention, and, when given by a chief to a white trav¬ 
eller, takes the character of an assurance of protec¬ 
tion. One of the chiefs of the upper Niger sent 
Zweifel and Mousteir red Kolas wrapped in green 
loaves as a sign that they would pot be permitted to 
ascend certain sacred water-courses included In their 
programme. 

In religious and judicial proceedings they are equal¬ 
ly important. All oaths are taken on these seeds: 
the witness holds his hand over them, swears, and 
then eats them. An accuser demanding justice 
brings to the judge a little basket of rice with four or 
five Kolas upon it. The sorcerers lay great stress on 
the attractive qualities of this seed in drawing away 
evil spirits, sickness, and misfortune. Friends place 
with the dead some Kolas, that he may safely endure 
his ‘long journey;* anil, to crown all, the Mahome¬ 
tans declare it to be a fruit of divine origin, brought 
to earth by the Prophet himself. 

The nut is chewed a» if it were tobacco; the pow¬ 
der is eaten. The taste is sweet, astringent, and bit¬ 
ter in succession. Europeans as well as negroes are 
devoted to it. It not only sustains the system under 
the greatest fatigues, even without food and for long 
periods, but It Is also a certain preventive of the 
dysenteries and deadly fluxes which render that re¬ 
gion so unhealthy. The’ powder makes foul water 
drinkable and harmless. The negroes, without suffi¬ 
cient cause, regard it as an aphrodisiac; and for this 
reason, in Martinique, in the botanical garden, where 
there Is a plant brought from Africa, the director has 
never been able to save a single seed for propagation. 

— Apropos to professor Leidy’s interesting article 
in No. 43, a correspondent draw's our attention to the 
fact that the botanists have not overlooked the crys¬ 
tals in thb bark of forest-trees. See, for example, 
Gray’s Botanical text-book^from second to fifth edi¬ 
tions, In which those In the bark of the locust-tree 
are mentioned, aqd those of hickory figured. 

—•By. jL graham Bell hils reprinted in pamphlet 
form, from the ‘American annals of the deaf and 
dumb,* a very interesting account of the method fol¬ 
lowed by him in teaching a boy, deaf from his birth, 
to read, the written language and to write English 
himself, The child was five years old when the 
course of instruction described began, and had re¬ 
ceived only three weeks* private instruction from the 
principal of the Boston school for the deaf and dumb. 
About a year later he was able to write a letter to tys 
mother, which, to be sure, contains many mistakes, 
and is not always $eadlly intelligible in its sentences, 
but which yet shows that he could already communi¬ 
cate with others in writing. The author gives speci¬ 
mens of such letters written without assistance. One 
cannot read these lew pages without a strong f eeling 
of admiration for the ingenuity and patience displayed 
In producing such a result, which shows how much 
can be done for the early education of<the,deaf and 
dumb. 

— Mr, Eataban Deque Estrada, a native Cuban, b*s 
made an extended investigatM wf the useful qualities/ 
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of the best Cuban woods* with a view to exhibiting 
the*resource« of his country in this direction, and to 
the opening of our markets to his native timber. The 
research was made in the mechanical laboratory of 
the department of ^engineering of the Stevens insti¬ 
tute of technology, and included the determination 
of moduli of resistance in tension, torsion, and com¬ 
pression, as well as for transverse loading. The woods 
are specified by their Cuban and by their botanical 
names, and can thus be identified. The first part of 
the work is now published; and the moduli of elas¬ 
ticity found for forty woods of sixteen distinct species 
or© given, together with a full description of the 
apparatus, and the methods of test. These moduli 
are all high, and run very uniformly, usually above 
two millions. But one (Caoba) falls under a mil¬ 
lion and a half. The stiff eat, woods are the Pagame 
(Colycophylium eandidlssimura) and the Jiqni Comun 
(Bumeila uigra), which have a modulus of two mil¬ 
lions and a half. 

The woods described are nearly all hard, strong, 
heavy, highly colored, taking a handsome finish, and 
excellent for constructive purposes. Some of them 
are not liable either to decay, or to Injury by insects. 
They seem quite likely, should they become known 
through Mr. Estrada’s work, to prove exceedingly 
valuable additions to the stock of available woods for 
the American market; and their introduction is likely 
tq afford a valuable commerce, if it is properly encour¬ 
aged by our own consular department add the Cuban 
officials. A full account of this part of the investi¬ 
gation is given in Van Nostrand’s magazine for No¬ 
vember. 

— The Johns Hopkins university circular for No¬ 
vember announces the resignation of Professor Syl¬ 
vester from the chair of mathematics, and his early 
return to Europe. His loss to this country will be 
keenly felt by our mathematicians, for his pn-sence 
and activity have given mathematical studios a re¬ 
markable stimulus in this country. We notice, in the 
December number of the American journal of math - 
Mmatics, so long conducted by Professor Sylvester, 
the name of Dr. Craig given as assistant editor, which 
w© trust indicates that it will be continued by the lat¬ 
ter after Professor Sylvester’s departure. The Johns 
Hopkins university has recognized the value of Pro- 
lessor Sylvester’s services by electing him profennor 
emeritus, and by passing resolutions in which the 
board of trustees 44 cordially extend to him its hearty 
thanks for the invaluable services which ho has ren¬ 
dered to the university, and also Its profound sense 
; of the great ability, the conscientious fidelity and 
untiring energy, with which he has discharged the 
arduous duties of his chair, thereby elevating the sei- 
: , ence of mathematics to its proper plane, not only in 
this institution* but In this country.” 
r The circular also announces the acceptance by 
Xlr; Paul Haupt, professor of Assyriology in the Uni- 
verslty of Gottingen, of a call to the Johns Hopkins 
: jaril varsity, as professor of the Shemlfcic languages, 
toaupt has already commenced his work, and 
J^otaaset organised in Hebrew, Arabic, Assyrian, 
l^hiqpiC, and Sum«*o«A<5cadlaa. 


—JtlUingworth Hedges described to the British as 
socJation the fire risks of electric lighting, and, is thus 
reported In Nature. There is a great difference be¬ 
tween the electric currents which have been in con¬ 
stant use for telegraphic purposes and those which 
are to be supplied by the undertakers under the 
Electric-lighting act. The latter can be said to bp 
free from danger only when the heat generated by 
the current is utilized In Us right place, and not devel¬ 
oped in the conductors or wires which lead the elec¬ 
tricity to the Incandescent lamps. T)\e Fire-risk 
committee have already issued rules for guidance of 
users of electri(flight. Those can hardly be said to 
enfbrace all the salient points of the now subject, 
which can only be arrived at after years of practical 
work. The necessity of proper regulations lias al¬ 
ready been recognized by the Insurance-offices, both 
in the United States and Germany; and some of their 
special rules are given In this paper. The conductors 
must l»e properly proportioned for the current they 
have to carry. Whatever resistance there is in the 
conductor will cause a corresponding development of 
heat, which will vary with the amount of electricity 
passing, and inversely as the sectional area. As the 
temperature In Dr. Matthiessen’s experiments upon 
the subject was not increased over 100° 0., the author 
has made some further experiments, heating Hie wires 
by the electric current from a secondary battery to 
within a few degrees of their melting-point. Various 
materials were tried; the wires and foils having such 
sectional area, and being so arranged, that, on the 
current being increased by twenty per cent, they were 
immediately fused. The total length of each experi¬ 
ment was twenty-four hours, during which time tho 
current passing through varied slightly. The results 
of the experiments were given. 

— Mr. Joseph 'Timelier Clarke is giving a course 
of three lectures on classical archeology before the t 
Johns Hopkins university, in one of which the re¬ 
cent work at Assos, under his direction, will receive 
special attention. 

— On Nov. 13 the Arlberg tunnel, the third largest 
hot only in Europe but In the world, was opened. 

It was not exactly the formal opening which took 
place Nov. 18 (this was celebrated Nov. 20), but the * 
sounding-rod (three metres long) of tho powerful 
boring-machine penetrated from the west side to the 
east gallery. A mass of rock sixty centimetres thick 
still separated the two galleries, One gallery was 
driven from Si. Anton, on tho Tyrolese side, and the 
other gallery from Langen In Vorarlberg. Both gal¬ 
leries sloped upward into the mountain; the Tyro¬ 
lese rising two feet in a thousand, the steeper Vorarl- 
berg fifteen feet in a thousand. When the Tyrolese 
section had penetrated 4,102 metres, it was contin¬ 
ued downwards at the grade of the eastern end, the 
point of intersection lying nearer the wf*st than the 
ea»£ j&outh of the tunnel As with the St, Gothard 
tunnel, there was hut one mistake in the measure* 
ment, the length of the tunnel being three metres 
lew than was computed. 

Tim construction of the tunnel (10,2138 metres long 
was begun June 22, 1880, by haud, and Nov. 1% of 
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the «ame year, machines were introduced; so that an 
opening was made just three years to a day from the 
first time that the point of the drill, driven by com¬ 
pressed air, was forced into the gneiss of the Arlberg, 
The laying of the road is to he completed in six 
months, so that business may be conducted aboutJ^he 
middle of May, 

The St, Gothard tunnel is 14,000 metres long, The 
boring in Airolo and Goschenen began in ife73, After 
seven and a half years* work, the last layer of rocks 
was broken through Feb. 29, 1880; and June 1, after 
nine years arm a quarter consumed in Its construction, 
the road was opened to commerce, The Mount Cenis 
tunnel (12,323 metres long) was built in fourteen 
years and a quarter. 

With the completion of the Arlberg tunnel by the 
union of the Adriatic Sea and Europe’s granary, 
Hungary, a further connection is established with the 
heart of the continent. The Arlberg road, therefore, 
has not only for Austria-Hungary, but more espe¬ 
cially for Switzerland, great commercial and political 
significance. 

— Dr, II. Newell Martin, of Johns Hopkins univer¬ 
sity, gave, in November, four lectures on the minds of 
animals, before the Peabody Institute of Baltimore, 
covering the subjects of instinct and reason, the emo¬ 
tions and moral sense, in animals. 

— La Nature presents an illustration of the new 
form of equatorially mounted telescope, lately set up 
at the observatory of Paris, in which the tube of the 
instrument is bent at right angles; one portion of it 
constituting the polar axis of its mounting, and the 
other moving thus in the piano of the equator. The 
rays of light from any celestial object are brought to 
the eye of the observer after reflection from two mir¬ 
rors, the loss of light from which Is said to be inap¬ 
preciable. This form of mounting' does away with 
, the customary dome covering the equatorial; and the 
observatory may be said to consist of two parts, — the 
movable one, covering the object-glass end of the tele¬ 
scope; and the fixed part, that in which the observer 
sits and makes his observations, completely protected 
against the weather. The new Instrument is 
most powerful one at the Paris observatory, and was 
♦ built by MM. Eichens and Gauthier, and the broth¬ 
ers Henry. The form of construction is due to M. 
Loewy, and it has been built through the liberality 
of M. lUsohoffshelm. 

— In a late number of Naturen , Dr. Geelmuyden 
has a paper entitled 1 Om Islaendernes gamle kalen? 
dere,’ or the ancient calendars of the Icelanders, the 
chief peculiarity of which lay In tl*a regarding of 
the week as the unit of measurement of time. There 
was also a year of flfty^two weeks, or throe hundred 
and sixty-four days, as also twelve months of thirty 
days each; the last of these coming in the summer, 
and having the £umar*auXee, or summer addition of 
the four extra days. The half-years were called mfs- 
seri, and were more frequently employed as a meas¬ 
urement of time than the full year itself. About the 
year 1000, when Christianity was introduced Into 
Iceland, the calendar of that natton waa modified into 
a near approximation to the Julian calendar; and 


early in the year 1700 the new style of reckoning was 
adopted in Iceland, at the same time with Norway 
and Denmark. 

— The following persons, formerly connected with 
Johns Hopkins university, have received recent ap¬ 
pointments: Edward Barnes, professor of the higher 
mathematics in the Rose polytechnic Institute, Terre 
Haute, Ind.; William C, Day, professor of chemistry 
and physics in St. John’s college, Annapolis; George 
S. Ely, professor of mathematics in Buchtel coliege, 
Ohio; ICakichi Mitsukuri, professor of zoology In the 
University of Toklo, Japan; William A. Noyes, pro¬ 
fessor of chemistry in the University of Tennessee; 
and William T. Sedgwick, assistant professor of biol¬ 
ogy in the Massachusetts institute of technology, 
Boston. It is also stated by the Nation that Dr. 
C. S. Hastings has received the appointment to the 
chair of physics in the Sheffield scientific school of 
Yale college, New Haven. 

— Dr. Johu Kae writes in the Atkenaeum t “In the 
Athenaeum of the 28th of July there Is an extract 
from a letter of Capt. H, P. Dawson, to the following 
effect: * On inquiry, I find that all the far-off Indians 
describe stone pyramids or altars on the tops of some 
of the hills far to the north and eftRt of this, , , . 
composed of blocks of roughly hewn stone of a size 
such that the men of these days cannot lift. . . . 
The Indiana look uppn these remains with great dread, 
and will not go near them.* I do sincerely hope that 
Oapt. Dawson may discover something new on these 
reported monuments of ‘roughly hewn stone;* but 
I fear they will be found to be the well-known work of 
the Eskimo, who, where the country is hilly and rocky, 
delight in putting up stones of very considerable size 
— although not larger than a few men can lift—in all 
sorts of picturesque forms, especially in the neigh¬ 
borhood of a favorite camping-place. An excellent 
illustration of these Eskimo constructions may be 
seen in the narrative of Sir George Back (facing 
p. 878), describing his descent of the Great Fish River, 
in 1834. The Indians, unless they are iu great num¬ 
bers, have a very wholesome and wide-spread fear of 
the Eskimo, and therefore have a * great dread of going 
near these remains,’ thinking they might meet the 
people who built them.” 

— Professor William Trelease, of the University pf 

Wisconsin, wll) give four lectures in January, upon 
the fertilization of flowers, before the Johns Hopkins 
university. * 

— It is stated in Nature that the meeting of the 

Linnoan society of London for Dec. 6 was to be ex¬ 
clusively devoted to the reading of a posthumous 
essay on instinct, by the late Mr. Darwin. The 
essay was said to be full of important and hitherto 
unpublished matter with regard to the facts of ani¬ 
mal instinct considered in the light of the theory of 
natural selection; and, as the existence of the essgy 
has only now been divulged, this meeting of th* 
Limman society must have been of an unusually In¬ 
teracting character. ; 

—Prof. 8. P. Langley, of Allegheny obwrvatory,wili 
give illustrated lecture* next February, on the vm 
and stars, before the PcabodyinsUtuteof lialtiroor^ 
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JOHN LA WHENCE LECONTE. 

American science lias suffered a sad loss in 
the death of one of its best-known exponents. 


decided tastes for natural-history studies out¬ 
side of the scholastic course, greatly to the 
alarm of his tutors. The father, on being ap¬ 
prised of this, was greatly pleased, and direct¬ 
ed that the tendencies should not be repressed, 
inasmuch as the boy exhibited no deficiency in 


An advanced 
leader in his own 
department, pro¬ 
found and accu¬ 
rate in his labors, 
a cultured schol¬ 
ar, a genial com¬ 
panion and a true 
friend, — such a 
man was Le- 
Conte. 

John L. Lo- 
Conte, the son of 
Mftfor John Eat- 
ton LeConte and 
Mary. A. H. Law¬ 
rence, was born 
May 13, 1825, in 
New-York City. 
"VJfhen but a few 
weeks old, his 
mother died, And 
the father thence¬ 
forward devoted 
himself tq the care 
and development 
of Ms only child. 
Ithe ffcthcr died in 



his regular stud¬ 
ies. His progress 
in the study of 
mathematics and 
languages was 
rapid and thor¬ 
ough, and doubt¬ 
less laid tho foun¬ 
dation for the 
accuracy and re¬ 
tentiveness of 
his memory, so 
marked in his ma- 
turcr years. Af¬ 
ter the completion 
of the college 
course, he re¬ 
turned to his na¬ 
tive city, and en¬ 
tered the College 
of physicians and 
surgeons of New 
York, receiving 
his medical degree 
in 1846. 

For many years 
Major LeConte 
had been in cor¬ 


J I860, having seen 
to son rise to a 
- jtorrta&ott place 
among the natu* 
raiiets of his day*. 


,A-Aa 






respondence with 
European ento¬ 
mologists, nota¬ 
bly Dejean, and 
laid the founda¬ 


arriving at suitable age, he was placed ln ; 
ySii Mery's college, Maryland, from which he 
^ ^ In 1842. The discipline of the 

■; the training accurate and 

3E»rly in his pnpiiage he exhibited 

y\ V ' No. A-im. ' ' • • ' 


tion of the cabinet, now greatly enlarged, which 
made the basis of the future labors of the son. 
In 1#44 the first essays of the latter in original 
work made their appearance, with unmistaka¬ 
ble evidences of his youth and inexperience. 
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Daring 1849 he made several visits to the 
Lake-Superior region, once in company with 
Professor Agassiz, collecting largely, and pub¬ 
lishing the results in Agassiz* work on that 
region. In the autumn of 1850 he visited 
California, remaining the greater portion of 
the following year, stopping for a while at 
Panama, collecting largely in many depart¬ 
ments of natural history in a region in which 
nearly every thing was new to science, extend¬ 
ing his explorations through the Colorado des¬ 
ert and as far east ns the Pima villages. The 
material collected in these regions was care¬ 
fully studied on his return, and the results pub¬ 
lished in the annals of the New-York lyceum. 
In 1852 thy LeContes removed to Philadelphia, 
where the greater portion of the scientific labors 
of both have since been published. For a few 
months in 1857 LeConte accompanied the Hon¬ 
duras Intel-oceanic survey, under the late J. C. 
Trautwine, publishing his observations in the 
report of that expedition. lie visited at the 
same time the Puente do Sangre, contributing 
an account of that phenomenon in Squier’s 
* Nicaragua.* 

After these voyages, LeConte*s scientific 
labor was uninterrupted until the breaking-out 
of the war. In 1862 he was appointed surgeon 
of volunteers, and shortly after made medical 
inspector with the rank of lieutenant-colonel; 
in which'position he remained until 1865, ex¬ 
hibiting a capacity for organization and direc¬ 
tion in a wider field than the cabinet to which 
he had hitherto confined himself. 

During the summer of 1867 he acted as 
geologist of the survey for the extension of 
the Union Pacific railway southward to Fort 
Craig, under the command of Gen. W. W. 
Wright, llis report, which in no way de¬ 
tracts from his reputation as au entomologist, 
was published as part of the report of the sur¬ 
vey. 

In the autumn of 1869 he started for Eu¬ 
rope with his family, remaining abroad until 
near the, dose of 1872, visiting, in the mean 
time, Algiers and Egypt. His residence abroad 
interrupted somewhat his authorship, but opt 
hia studies. He visited all the acoessible pub¬ 


lic and private museums; and his wonderftd 
memory of the species of his own cabinet en* r 
aided him to settle many doubtful points of 
synonymy. Those who met him abroad were 
deeply impressed by bis thorough scholarship, 
and his quick and accurate perception of the 
affinities of Coleoptera which he had never 
before seen. On his return he resumed his 
labors, which continued, with slight interrup¬ 
tions by ill health, until within a week of his 
death. , 

LeConte’s career in science began in 1844 
with bis first paper in the proceedings of the 
Philadelphia academy, followed by others in 
other journals: these gave but little evidence 
of the future powers of the man, until, in 1850, 
his 4 Monograph of Pselaphidae ’ appeared, in * 
which an arrangement of these minute forms 
was proposed which remains at present thcbasls 
of the general classification of these insects. 
Shortly a tier appeared his 4 Attempt to classify 
the longicorn Coleoptera of America, north of 
Mexico, * — a work of far wider application than 
indicated by its title, in which numerous sug¬ 
gestions of new characters and wider applica¬ 
tions of old ones are found. 

To follow his papers from this period would 
be a history of scientific eoleopterblogy in 
America. Their importance and utility afr 
tracted attention abroad, and many were re¬ 
printed in whole or in part. As to their 
scope, they cover nearly every family in the 
order: and in every case his work is an im¬ 
provement on what preceded if; he always left * 
a subject better than he found it. 

Several of his works require a special notice. 
His edition of the ehtomoiogical writings of 
Say, in which he was assisted in their depart¬ 
ments by Baron Osten-Saekcn and Mr. P* R, 
Uhier, proved of inestimable value to students ; 
by placing within easy access the works of that 
pioneer of American science* The volumes 
appeared in 1859, have run through several 
editions, and are still in demand# Realising ' 
that his favorite branch needed greater enoour* 
agemsint, he undertook. In I860* the 
cation of the Coleoptera of North 
with th? accompanying list 



Oaannm 21 ,186a.] 


SCIENCE. 


785 


scriptions of new forms. This work was never 
"completed, but extended to the end of the 
Oerambycidae. The interruption of the work 
by the war made an interval of time in which 
the edition of the earlier-issued parts became 
4 exhausted, and, to a certain extent, antiquated 
from more recent studies. The results of this 
book are abundantly shown in the vast increase 
in the number of intelligent students and col¬ 
lectors, accompanied b}' a further demand for 
tfce exhausted edition, rendering a new one 
necessary. 

• Before the new edition could be prepared, it 
became imperative to study the Rhynohophora ; 
and at this point LeConte made one of the 
boldest strokes of liis career in the isolation of 
that series from other Coleoptera, and by pro¬ 
posing a classification of them as remarkable 
in novelty as it was true to nature. This was 
followed by the ‘Species of Rhynchophora/ 
published as a separate volume by the Ameri¬ 
can philosophical society. 

The preparatory studies having been thus 
completed,^ LeConte looked forward with pleas¬ 
ure to an entirely new work to replace the old 
‘Classification/ and my co-operation was in¬ 
vited in the preparation of monographic essays. 
Two years ago, his health then slightly failing, 
he expressed the desire that the authorship of 
the new work should be equally divided; and 
in January, 1882, the work was begun. It was 
completed in March, .1888, in time for him to 
TOalise that it had been at least well received. 
To speak further of this work would, for obvi¬ 
ous reasops, b^ inappropriate : suffice it to say, 
that his first edition made the ground-work of 
-the second, and his spirit actuated the embel- 
of the superstructure. 

Since the completion of this work, his health 
hajt not admitted of much study 1 but he con- 
Mhtted his work until within a few days of his 
4eath,aani the ilcomplete manuscript will be 
published in the fortn he desired. 

LeConte V reputation will be based 
his entomological writing**, he by no means 
to Im« fluid. Mention Ua* al< 
Important geologl- 
.ocrttributlons. • Tbere are -otfaew of leas 


moment. He has contributed a number of 
articles on vertebrate paleontology, and several 
on existing mammals. His ‘ Zoological notes of 
a visit to Panama * (Proc. PhUad. acad.> 1852) 
illustrate the extent of his study in another 
direction. At least one article on purely social 
science has emanated from his pen. 

In a general review of his writings, LeConte 
is found remarkably free from controversial 
tendencies. He gave to science the best re¬ 
sults of his labor, knowing that what was 
worthy would ih time be adopted. I know 
that he was better pleased to have errors of 
liis own corrected than to correct those of an¬ 
other* He was above the limit of those petty 
jealousies which too often prevail between active 
workers in the same field. Those who sought 
his advice or assistance, either in person or b} r 
correspondence, were always made welcome; 
and the numerous cabinets determined by him 
gave evidence alike of his industry and lib¬ 
erality. The result of LeConte’s labors has 
been the elevation of coleopterology in Amer¬ 
ica from a traditional knowledge to a science 
with a permanent and distinctive literature. 

LeConte was president of the American as¬ 
sociation for the advancement of science in 
1874 ; and his address on retiring, regarding 
the relations of the geographical distribution 
of Coleoptera to paleontology, opened a new 
field for the thoughtful student. 

No prominent public position was ever held 
by LeConte. He was urged by his friends for 
the position of commissioner of agriculture; 
and, while he received an indorsement of which 
any man might be proud, the choice of Presi¬ 
dent Hayes gave it to another. That his emi¬ 
nence as a naturalist was recognized is shown 
in the numerous societies, at home and abroad, 
of which he was elected a member. Of the 
entomological societies of London, France, and 
Berlin, he was made an honorary‘member*--* a 
distinction attainable by few, from the limited 
number allowed by the societies* rules. At 
the titne of his death he* was president of the 
American entomological society, and a vice- 
presi<3teufc of the American philosophical so¬ 
ciety. 
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In 1861 Dr* LeConte was married to Helen, 
daughter of the late Judge Grier, who, with two 
sons, survives him. 

Dr, LeConte died N 9 V. 35, 1883, and was 
buried in West Laurel Hill cemetery, in the 
vicinity of Philadelphia. His death is an ir¬ 
reparable loss to American science, and a calam¬ 
ity in Ids special department, 

GtaoilGE H. IIOHN. 

THE WEATHER IN OCTOBER , 188$. 

The monthly review of the U. S. signal-ser¬ 
vice gives in copious detail the weather condi¬ 
tions which prevailed in October. The peculiar 
features of the month were the deficiency in 
temperature and excess in rainfall in the greater 
part of the country. The former was most 
strongly marked in the Missouri valley and 
New England, the mean temperature falling be¬ 
low the average 8°.7 and 8°.ti respectively in 
these districts. In Tennessee, Florida, the Rio 
Grande valley, the South Atlantic and Gulf 
states, however, the mean temperature was 
from 2°.5 to 4°,3 above the average; so that 
the distribution of temperature was rather ir¬ 
regular. One instance of a maximum temper* 
• ature of 100° was noted, while the frosts were 
frequent. 

The distribution of rainfall is indicated by 
the following table ; — 


Average precipitation for October, 1883 . 


Dlatrlcti. 

Average for October. 
RiHnal**ervlce observa¬ 
tion*. 

r "y£«™ l j *•«>»■ 

CoroparUna of 
October, 1883, 
with the average 
for several year*. 


la che*. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

New Kuglnnd .... 

8.82 

6.2S 

2.41 excess. 

Middle Atlantic states . 

3.07 

6.13 

2.08 excess. 

South Atlantic status . . 

4.77 

a.14 

1.68 deficiency. 

Florida peninsula , . . 

6.27 

0.09 

2.82 excess. 

Bantam gulf. 

8.70 

2.61 

1.28 deficiency. 

Weston* gulf. 

3.75 

6.23 

1.48 excess. 

Hto Grande valley . . . 

3.86 

0.04 

2,92 deficiency* 

Tennessee. 

3.42 

6.00 

2.18 excess. 

Ohio valley . . , . . 

3.04 

6.75 

3.71 excess. 

Lower lakes. 

3.12 

2.80 

0.26 deficiency. 

Upper lakes. 

3.80 

8.02 

0.18 deficiency, 

Extreme north-west . ., 

2.01 

2.93 

' 0,92 excess. 

Upper Mississippi valley, ; 

a.io 

4.82 

1,83 excess. 

Missouri valley . , . . 

2.01 

4.12 

2,1 J excess. 

Northern slope .... 

0.81 

1.94 

1.13 excess, 

Middle slope. 

1,28 

3,40 

2.14 excess, 

Southern elope . . . . 

1.57 

2.98 ' 

1.41 excess, 

Northern plateau . . . 

2.50 

3.64 ; 

6.86 deficiency* 

Southern plateau , . 

fl.87 

! 0*84 { 

0.17 excess. 

North Paoifto coast. * . 

4.45 

3*40 ] 

0,93 deficiency. 

Middle Pacific coast . . 

i m. 

i t.TI 

0,60 excess. 

South Pacific coast, * , 

0.33 

r 

, 0.33 excess, 


The drought in New England and in some 


portions of the Southern States was broken by 
the copious rains of the month, but still con¬ 
tinued in other sections. 

The storms of the month present some no¬ 
ticeable features. The weather over trie 
North Atlantic Ocean was generally stormy, 
being attended a succession of strong w^st" 
erly breezes. There were seven depressions 
charted on the ocean, all of which moved in a 
north-easterly direction. Of these, four were 
continuations of storms in the United States, 
one of which moved to tire British coast; and 
one was a tropical hurricane which gave evi¬ 
dence of its presence off the Atlantic coast by 
high winds at coast stations,, and which moved' 
north-eastward as far as the twentieth meridian! 
Nine depressions were charted in the United 
States ; all, with one exception, moving north¬ 
easterly, and but one being a severe storm. 
This occurred on the 17th and 18th, causing 
violent gales on Lake Michigan, though few 
casualties were reported. One depression 
moved in quite an unusual path: it was re¬ 
ported at Yuma, Arizona, on the 2d, and 
moved in a northerly direction into British 
America. There is reason to believe that It 
was a tropical hurricane which crossed Mexico 
in the latter part of September horn the Carib¬ 
bean Sea, and, recurving in the Pacific, entered 
the country in Arizona as a weak depression. 
All of the tropical hurricanes of this season 
have run their courses mainly in the ocean. t 
Though they have been fully as numerous and 
as severe as usual, their ravages have been 
confined to the islands in their path and to the 
vessels exposed to their fury. 

Sunspots continue to be numerous. There 
was only one brilliant aurora in October, and 
this was observed principally in New England 
and northern New York. Severe shocks of 
earthquake were experienced in San Fraucfoatfeo 
on the 9th and 10th, causing considerable 
alarm, but no material damage. A new volcano 
has made its appearance, bursting out In Be* 
ring Sea: it has been exceedingly active, having 
already formed an island eight hundred to 
twelve hundred feet high. On the 20th a * 
shower of mixed sand aud water fell at tJ»a~ 
lashka, sixty miles east of the volcano, which 
may have come from it. 

The accompanying map represents the me^n 
pressure, temperature, and wind-direcriott*. 
The former is worthy of note because of the 
regular increase of pressure from west 
Usually there are two high areas in Oetober, >~? 
one n^ar the eastern coast, an/1 the other in 
north-western territories. The latter'wi*wiW ; ^ 
ing in October of this yeari V;" 
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vt JVtflF 7SUXE K>* D/F/S/IW /AT 
ARITHMETIC . 

The ordinary process of long division is 
rather difficult, owing to the necessity of 
guessing at the successive figures which form 
the divisor. In case the repeating decimal 
expressing the exact quotient is required, the 
following method will be found convenient. 

Rule for division. 

First , Treat the divisor as fallows : — 

If its last figure is a 0, strike this off, ,and 
treat what is left as the divisor. 

If its last figure is a 5, multiply the whole 
by 2, and"treat the product as the divisor. 

If its last figure is an even number, multiply 
the whole by 5, and treat the product as a di¬ 
visor. 

liepeat this treatment until those precepts 
cease to be applicable. Call the result the 
prepared divisor . 

Second , From the prepared divisor cut off 
the hist figure ; and, if this be a 9, change it to 
a 1, or, if it be a 1, change it to a 9 : otherwise 
keep it unchanged. Cali this figure the extra¬ 
neous multiplier. 

Multiplj T the extraneous multiplier into the 
divisor thus truncated, and increase the pro¬ 
duct by 1, unless the extraneous multiplier be 
7, when increase the product by 5. Call the 
result the current multiplier . 

Third , Multiply together the extraneous 
multiplier and all the multipliers used in the 
process of obtaining the prepared divisor. 
Use the product to multiply the dividend, call¬ 
ing the result the prepared dividend. 

Fourth , From the prepared dividend cut 
off the last figure, multiply this by the current 
multiplier, and add the product to the trun¬ 
cated dividend. Call the sum the modified 
dividend , and treat this in the same way. 
Continue this process until a modified dividend 
is reached which equals the original prepared 
dividend or some previous modified divide*^ ; 
so that, were the process continued, the same 
figures would recur. 

Fifth, Consider the series of last figures 
which have been successively <sht dff from tbs 
prepared dividend and from the modified divi¬ 
dends as constituting a number, the figure first 
out off being in the unit# place, the next in 
the tens' place, and so on. Call this the first 
infinite number , because its left-hand portion 
consists of a series of figures repeating itself 
indefinitely toward the left, lomgineanother 
infinite number^, identical yrith thirst In the 
repeating part of t$e latter, but differing from 
this in that the same series is repeated unth- 


terruptedly and indefinitely toward the right, 
into the deoimal places. 

Subtract the first infinite number from the 
second, and shift the decimal point as mat*y 
places to the left as there were zeros dropped 
in the process of obtaining the prepared divisor. 

The result is the quotient sought. 

. Examples. 

1. The following is taken at random. Divide 
1883 by 365. 

First , The divisor, since ft ends in 5, must 
be multiplied by 2, giving 730. Dropping the 
0, we have 73 for the prepared djvisor. 

Second , The last figure of the prepared 
divisor being 3, this is the extraneous multi¬ 
plier. Multiplying the truncated divisor, 7, 
by the extraneous multiplier, 3, and adding 1, 
we have 22 for the current multiplier. 

Third , The dividend, 1883, has now to be 
multiplied by the product of 3, the extraneous 
multiplier, and 2, the multiplier used in pre¬ 
paring the divisor. The product, 11298, is 
the prepared dividend. 

Fourth , From the prepared dividend, 11298, 
we cut off the last figure, .8, and multiply this 
by the current multiplier, 22. The product, 
170, is added to the truncated dividend, 1129, 
and gives 1305 for the first modified divisor, 
The whole operation is shown thus : — 

1883 
__ 6 

112 els 
_J7JV~ 

130|o 

no 

2140 

88 

[90 

1918 
17 e 

19*15 

no u * 

1 ato ‘ 

198 

2110 ! 

■ ' 

* 24 , ’ ■ .‘V;,- 

• ■ ■ . *i’. - y 

We stop at this point because 24 wpiMi 

S erious ■ modified dividend, written uttdeS tfc# 
rm 240 above. Our two infinite fitnpberi 
(whjph need hot in practice be written d6wn,| 
are, with their difference, ~ • ••• 

•, - . , iC,93»,9MV9B6 •. 

.. 

■ 81.3800410068004 

Hence the quotient sought is 6.15890410$/ . ? 
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Example 2 . Find the reciprocal of 833667 
The whole work is hero given : — 

8 3 8 6 fl|7 J7 

288567 168 4 9 0 0 

2 102 10 8 " 

2 2 6 5 5 9|l) 

2 1 0 21J) 8 

23 2 8 66(2 
467134 

700000 

.600002997. 

Example 3. Find the reciprocal of 41. 

Solution* —■ 411 |9 

3 7(9 88(3 

1 111 1 


tentacles. The stems also usually give off a pair of 
lateral branches from the second segment succeed¬ 
ing the polyp, and frequently likewise from the .first 
segment. The branches consist of a single segment 
or pedicle supporting a polyp, and usually also give 
off similar secondary branches. The first and second 
segments art* cylindroid, highly flexible, and mostly 
striated and colorless, and appear mainly muscular in 
structure. The succeeding segments are urn-shaped; 
the body of the urn being commonly pale brown, 
rfnged with lines, and marked with dots of darker 
brown. The n^ck and pedicle of the urns are black. 
TJte different colors give the stem a beaded and alter¬ 
nately brown and black appearance. Through the 
lighter celored body of the urns a central cord can 
be seen, extending through the length of the stem. 
The urn-shaped segments exhibit lateral pairs of cup¬ 
like processes, which correspond in position with the 


A waver, .02439. 


1 414 
1 48 1 

1 fl|2 

7 4 

90 


C. S. Peirce. 


URNATELLA GRACILIS , A FRESH¬ 
WATER POL YZ GAN. 

A PAPER on this polyzoan, by Professor Joseph 
Leldy, has been recently published, with illustrations, 
In the Journal qf the Academy of natural sciences of 
J Philadelphia, ITmatella was originally dis¬ 


branches from the terminal pair of segments of 
the stem, and apparently indicate branches which 
have separated from the parent stem to establish 
themselves elsewhere as new polyp-stocks. 

A series of specimens of Urnatella —from such as 
consist only of a simple cylindrical, flexible pedicle, 
supporting a polyp, to those with long stems, consist¬ 
ing of a dozen segments — indicates the urn-shaped 
segments to be formed successively through segmen¬ 
tation of the originally single simple pedicle. The 
segments, therefore, do not correspond with what were 
polyps; but the terminal polyp is permanent, and the 
segments originate by division from its neck, very 
much as the segments of the tape-worm arise from its 
head. After the destruction of the head, the aeg- 


covered in 1851, and briefly noticed in the 
Proceedings of the academy the same year, 
and also subsequently in 1854, 1858, and 
1870. It was found in the Scbuylkill River 
at Philadelphia, but has not been seen else¬ 
where, except a dried but characteristic 
specimen on the shell of a Unto from Scioto 
River, Ohio. 

Urnatella is an Interesting and beautiful 
form, living In association with Flumalella 
and Paludicella, and having similar habits, 
but is very different from them or any other 
known fresh-water polysoan, and is most 
nearly related with the marine genus Pedl- 
ccillna. It is found attached to the under 
aide of stones beneath which the water can 
tow. As commonly observed, it consists 
df a pair of stems divergent in straight lines, 
or rather gentle curves, from a comrpon disk 
of attachment. The stems slightly taper, 
and, are beaded in appearance, due to di¬ 
vision into segments alternately expanded 


and contracted. The segments commonly »<«. b-UroateMagradlla. Tlw one on tlw left with the polyp* expanded; 
tangs from two to a dozen, proportioned *h at on the *Hp»t ”»the condition Mummed When the animal la disturbed. 

to the length of the stem,, which, when 

longest, Is about the eighth of an inch or a little more, mented stem remains persistent; but what becomes 
bwmlnats In a bell-shaped polyp, with an ol It iiltimateiy has not been determined. Probably 

expanded oval or nearly circular mouth slanting to the segments may serve the purpose of the statobiasts 

One fMjft* and famished with abofft. sixteen ciliated of other freshwater polysoa, but the question has not 
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been ascertained* A common mode of propagation 
of Urnatella appears to be by budding, the formation 
of bratichea with their terminal polyps, and the de¬ 
tachment of these branches to establish stocks else¬ 
where. The different specimens apparently indicate 
this process, though it was not actually observed. 

Though the stem of llrnatella is invested with a 
firm, chitinous integument, it still retains Its flexibil¬ 
ity; so that, when the polyp is disturbed, it not only 
closes its bell, and bends Its head, but the entire stem 
bends, or even becomes revolute. Sometimes the 
polyps suddenly twist the stems frou^lde to side, as 



FiO. 2. — TTrtmtella gractlU, wtth th« main stow of four ncgmuata, 
and a terminal expanded polyp. Braneho* arc*given off by 
Urn third icgmcnt, and a had from the fourth. 

* If they had become wearied of remaining longer in 
the same position. 

The interior of the polyp is mainly occupied by the 
alimentary apparatus. From the mouth of the boll 
a funnel converges as the pharynx; and the tube of 
the former, as the oesophagus, occupies the shorter 
side of the bell. At the bottom of the latter the 
oesophagus opens into a capacious retort-like stomach, 
which occupies two-thirds of the capacity of the 
polyp. The stomach towards the mouth Of the bell 
has an alembic-like pylorus, from which a short in¬ 
testine turns ven trolly to expand in ait oval colon. 
From this a short rectum opens about the centre of 
the mouth of the hell. The pharynx, oesophagus, 
and stomach are lined with ciliated epithelium. The 
ventral aide of the stomach has the epithelium 
colored brown, indicating, as In other polypoa, an he¬ 
patic function. The polyp feeds on vegetable par* 
tides mainly, including diatoms, desmids, etc.; and 
the food may be observed in an incessant whorl in 


the axis of the stomach, induced by the action of the 
cilia lining the latter. The polyp is almost constantly 
infested with parasites, often In large numbers, which 
mingle with the food, and accompany this In its move¬ 
ment. The parasite is a ciliated infusorian, distin¬ 
guished with the name of Anoplophrya socialls. 
From time to time, remains of the food are passed into 
the colon, and here accumulated into an oval pellet,, 
which is then quickly discharged from the mouth of 
tho bell. 

Generative organs, or provision of any kind for the 
production of ova, were not detected, nor were eggs' 
observed. 

llrnatella differs from the marine genus Pedlceliina 
mainly in not having an attached and creeping root- 
stalk, and in having free, pendent, and jointed sterna, 
Instead of simple pedicles. 


THE PHYTOGENY OF THE HIGHER 
CRUSTACEA . 

Thk class Crustacea is one of the dominant groups 
of the animal kingdom, and it includes a very con¬ 
siderable proportion of our living animals. Its repre¬ 
sentatives are extremely diversified in structure; and 
a singlo order, such as the Decapoda, includes a much 
greater variety and diversity of forms than the whole 
class of Insects. It is very rich in primitive and transi¬ 
tional forms; and when we add to this, that there 
is no group in which our emhryological knowledge is 
more rich and varied, or in which the emhryological 
history of the individual throws so much light upon 
the evolution of the race, its importance as a means 
for tracing the actual history of the evolution of 
Bpecies is obvious. In fact, most of the problems la 
the logic of morphological reasoning, are, in great part 
at least, problems in the morphology of the Crus¬ 
tacea, 

Since the awakening in natural science which fol¬ 
lowed the publication of the Origin of species, many 
naturalists have attempted to disentangle the story of 
the phylogeny of the Crustacea. Some of these at¬ 
tempts, such as Muller’s *Fur Darwin’ and Huxley’s 
* Crayfish,’ are familiar to all; while others, such as 
Claus’ * Crustaceen system,’ are known to none except 
specialists. The latest attempt In this field ( u Studlen 
fiber die verwandtsebaftsbeziehungen der Malakoatra- 
ken,” by Dr. J. E. Y. Boas, Morph , jahrb., vlil. 4, 
1883) U, to say the least, a very valuable addition to 
crustacean morphology, as well as an interesting 
study in scientific logic. Its results seem to be a close 
approximation to the true natural classification of the 
higher Crustacea, and it should therefore receive the 
careful attention of all naturalists, and of all who wish 
to be informed regarding the methods of thought In 
morphology; but as it is from necessity filled with 
minute details, which would be formidable to Ul, 
except specialists, the general reader must be con¬ 
tented with a summary of the results. v 

The proof that the crabs ere descended from long- 
tailed decapods is familiar to all naturalists; end no 
one can doubt, that, among these, the swimming dee- ; 
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apods, such as Penaeus, are the moat primitive. So 
far, the phytogeny of tbte decapods may be regarded 
as definitely settled, and Boas proposes no modifica¬ 
tion of the accepted view; but his opinion regarding 
the origin of the swimming decapods from the lower 
Crustacea is novel, and the evidence which he fur¬ 
nishes seems to be conclusive. The Decapoda arc 
generally regarded as the modified descendants of the 
schizopods; but Boas points out that the order Schiz- 
opoda is not a natural group, since the animals which 
have been included in it belong to two widely sepa¬ 
rated orders. 

According to this author, the Kuphausiacea and the 
Mysldacea are not at all Intimately related. The latter 
are not in the line which leads to the Decapod a, and 
there is no natural group Schizopoda. lie therefore 
divides the group into two orders, — the Euphauslacea 
and the Mysidacea: the former including the primitive 
unspecialized forms through which the Decapodahave 
been evolved from the lower Crustacea; and .the latter 
containing highly specialized forms, which have been 
evolved from the Euphauslacea along an independent 
line, and which have no direct relationship to the 
Decapoda. He holds, that the Kuphausiacea are a syn¬ 
thetic group of Crustacea which has given rise to 
several divergent groups of descendants. Of these, 
the decapod stem has undergone the least modification. 
A second stem, the Mysidacea, has diverged in an 
entirely different direction, has departed very widely 
from the primitive form, and has, in its turn, given 
rise to the Cumacea, and through these to the arnphi- 
pods and Isopods, the latter being tho most highly 
modified of the Malacostraca. A third line of descent 
from the Euphauslacea has given rise to the Squil- 
lacea. 

The recognition by Boas of the fact, that the group 
Schizopoda is not a natural one, and tho discovery 
that the animals which have been thus associated 
may be divided into a very primitive group, the 
Euphauslacea, and a highly specialized group, the 
Mysldacea, seems to be a very great advance in crus¬ 
tacean morphology. 

He gives the following definition of the Euphau- 
siacea:—- 

Malacostraca, with the mid-body and abdomen com¬ 
pressed* with a well-marked bend in the abdomen; 
carapace well developed; the last segment of the mid¬ 
body a complete ring; eyes stalked; antenna with a 
large scale; mandible simple; first maxilla with broad, 
one-jolnted palp, and with well-developed exopodite; 
second maxilla with a similar palp, and with exopodite, 
and a cleft lacinia interna. The appendages of the 
mid-body or oormopods all have a well-developed ex¬ 
opodite* and an eplpodite which is subdivided In all 
except the first pair, where it is simple. The endopo- 
dlte is thin and weak, and It does not end in a sharp 
point: it is more or less rudimentary on the last two 
pairs. The first eormopods are not specialised as 
maxilllpeds, but are like the others. The abdominal 
'feet me powerful swimming-organs, with an appendix 
interna. In the male the first or most anterior ones 
hie specialised as copulatory organs. The tail-fins 
ara weU doveloped. The liver is composed of a great 


number of small lobes. Tho heart, is short and wide. 
The halves of the reproductive organ are united by 
a transverse unpaired portion. Spermatophores are 
present, and the spermatozoa are simple round cells. 
There Is an antennary gland. The young leaves the 
egg as a free-swimming naupllus, and the«Carapace of 
tho older larva is a great phyltopod-like mantle. 

It is easy to trace the relationship between this 
group and the decapods, on the one side, and, on the 
other side, through Nebalia, to the phyllopods and 
tower Crustacea. 

The Decapod# natantia resemble the Kuphausiacea 
in* many conspicuous and highly important particu¬ 
lars. Iu # these two groups atone, among the Mala¬ 
costraca, we have a free-swimming naupllus; and in 
both the carapace of the larva Is a great mantle. The 
abdomen is bent in both, and the integument is 
horny. The carapace, the abdominal Appendages, 
the large tail-fin, and the pointed telson, are alike in 
both. The endopodlte of the first pleopod is a copu¬ 
latory organ in the decapods m well as in the Eu- 
phausJacea; and spemiatophorea are almost universal 
in these two groups, while they are found in no 
other Malacostraca. 

The close relationship between these two groups 
can hardly be questioned; nor is it difficult to show 
that tho Euphauslacea are the primitive, and the Dec- 
apodft the derived, form. In the presence of simple 
epipodltes, and of a four-jointed palp on the first max¬ 
illa, the Penaeodae are nearer to the jffiyltopods than 
EuphauSia; but ip all other respects Euphausla is the 
most primitive, 2nd it shows its close relationship to 
the tower Crustacea by many characteristics, among 
which are the following. The terminal joint of the 
eormopods is rounded and blunt, as it is in Nebalia, 
instead of being pointed, as it is in all the Malacostraca 
except Nebalia. There are no specialized maxilli- 
peds; but the first cormopod is like all the others, as 
it is in Nebalia, and all the eormopods are furnished 
with exopodite and epipodlte: while in all other 
Malacostraca there are true niaxillipeds; and either 
the exopodites or the endopodites, or both, are absent 
on some or on all the eormopods. The antenna has 
a well-developed exopodite; and in the young this is 
flabellum-like, and very similar to that of the adult 
Ltmnadia or Estheria. This feature of resemblance 
to the lower Crustacea Is shared by the young of the 
Decapoda natantia. The first maxilla has a large 
exopodite; while this is rudimentary in the Decapoda 
and Mysldacea, the only other Malacostraca where it 
occurs at all. The pleopods are much like those of 
Nebalia; they are efficient swimming-organs, and 
they are provided with an appendix interna. The 
spermatozoa, like those of the phyllopods, are simple 
round cells without tails; and this is true of no 
other Malacostraca except the squillas. 

While the Euphauslacea arc thus seen to be very 
much like the phyllopods in so many important 
features, they are true Malacostraca; and they have 
deviated greatly from their phyllopod ancestor, and 
have acquired a small carapace, differentiated cor- 
mopods with long slender endopodlte, small exopodite 
divided into s)isft and fiabellum* and an epipodlte 
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Which la purely respiratory. They also differ from 
Nebalia in the possession of that distinctively mala- 
costracan organ, a tail-fin, made up of a telson and a 
pair of swim me rots. 

The relationship of Nebalia to the Malaeostraca on 
the one hand, am! to the phyllopods on the other, 
has long been recognised, and Claus has even gone 
bo far as to hold that this form is a true malaeostra- 
can; but Boas believes that it is neither a true 
malaeostracan, nor the phyilopod from which the 
Malaeostraca originated, but simply the nearest liv¬ 
ing ally of this ancestral form. • 

He believes that the presence of a great mat)tle-lil*e 
carapace, of eight unspecialized, broad cormopods 
with leaf-Hke exopodites, of a furcated abdomen with¬ 
out tail-fins, and of eight abdominal somites, show 
that it is not a raalacostracan, but a phyilopod. As 
many phyllopods, such os Llmnetis and the Claiio 
cera, have, like the Malaeostraca, an exopodite on 
the second antenna, we must believe that the Mala- 
costraca have inherited this feature from their phyi¬ 
lopod ancestor; and, as it Is absent in Nebalia, this 
form cannot bo the direct ancestor of the Maiacos- 
traca. So, too, the fifth and sixth pairs of abdominal 
feet are rudimentary in Nebalia, while they are well 
developed in nearly all Malaeostraca. As most of the 
phyllopods, and some of the Malaeostraca, leave the 
egg as a freo-awimming naupllua, we must believe 
that this was true of the phyilopod ancestor of the 
Malaeostraca; but as Nebalia does not pass through 
a free naupUus stage, but leaves the egg in a more 
advanced condition, it cannot be In the direct line of 
evolution. Boas therefore concludes that Nebalia is 
a true phyilopod, and that the Malaeostraca have 
originated from a form somewhat different, although 
Nebalia is the 'closest living ally of this ancestral 
form. i 

Having thus traced the decapods back through the 
Euphausiacea. to a phyilopod ancestor very similar to 
the recent Nebalia, we have now to trace the ancestry 
of the other MalacoBtraca. Boas holds thkt the squii- 
lolds are a branch from the Euphausiacea, and that 
the Mysidacea have been derived from the Euphau- 
* siacea along still another Hue of descent, and have, in 
their turn, given rise to all the remaining groups of 
Malaeostraca. 

The Mysidacea differ from the Euphausiacea and 
the decapods in many features which they show in 
common with the Cumacea and the amphipods and 
Uopods; and it is not difficult to show, that, in these 
points of difference, the Euphausiacea are the primi¬ 
tive group, and the Mysidacea the modified group 

In Euphausia, as in the swimming decapods, the 
body and abdomen are compressed; while they are 
flattened and rounded in the Mysidacea, and the tip 
of the abdomen is directed backwards, lacking the 
peculiar bend of Euphausia and Fenaens. 

The structure of the mandible is very instructive. 
In Mysis, as well as in the Cumacea and amphipods 
and isopods, the mandible IS forked* the cutting part 
being widely separated from the crushing part; and 
between the two there i*‘a row of setae, and a pecul¬ 
iar accessory appendix. In Euphausiaafid tfcedec** 
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pods the appendix and row of setae are absent, and 
the chewing part is hardly separated from the crush¬ 
ing part. In Mysis, ns in Cuma and the amphipods 
and isopods, the palp and exopodite of the first max- 
iila are absent, and the laciniae, are turned forwards 
us well as inwards; and in all those forms the laciniae 
of ifie second maxiila are directed forwards. They 
overlap, and (he Jacinia interna is undivided. In 
Euphausia, the decapods, and squillas, there arc no 
brood-pouches; but these structures are present in 
Mysis, as well as in the Edriophthalmata, and they 
arc formed in essentially the same way in all,— by 
plates which are developed on the basal joints of cer¬ 
tain of the cormopods. in all these forms the young 
pass through a long metamorphosis within these 
pouches. The liver is comparatively simple. There 
are no spermatophores, and the spermatozoa have 
tails. The Cumacea are regarded by Boas as a greatly 
modified offshoot from the Mysidacea; and the am¬ 
phipods and Uopods are derived from an ancestral 
form somewhat like, but more primitive than, the 
living Cumacea, 

As regards the position of the amphipods and iso- 
pods, Boas's view is directly opposite to that which 
has been generally accepted; as he regards these as 
the most highly specialized and divergent of the 
Malaeostraca, instead of low and primitive forms. 
The conspicuous segmentation of the nervous system# 
the absence of a carapace, the sessile position of the 
eyes, the great number of similar somites, the worm- 
like shape of the body, and the elongation of the heart, 

— all seem at first sight to show that these forms are 
ancient and low. Boas points out that the nervous 
system gives no proof of a primitive condition, as 
there are as many independent ganglia in Mysis as 
there are in the sessile-eyed Crustacea. It is true that 
the heart is longer than it is in Mysis; but there are 
only three pairs of ostia, and the length of the heart, 
as compared with that of the mid-body, is no greater 
than it is in Mysis. As the eyes are stalked in Neha- 
11a, the nearest ally of the Malaeostraca, all of the 
latter must have inherited stalked eyes from their 
phyilopod ancestors, and the sessile eyes of the Edri¬ 
ophthalmata must be due to secondary modification. 
So, too, regarding the absence of a carapace. As the 
Malaeostraca inherit this structure fro iff the phyl¬ 
lopods, those forms in which it is absent must have 
lost it by secondary modification. The same thing is 
true of the absence of a scale on the antenna. There 
is, therefore, no proof thAt these animals are primitive; 
and the many points of resemblance to the Mysidacea 
which we have just noticed show the close relation¬ 
ship between these groups. But as the Mysidacea,* 
like Euphausia and the decapods, have stalked eyes, 
a carapace, and & fused mid-body, exopod i tea in first 
maxillae, exogodites and palpi in second maxillae 
and oh cormopods, and as a seventh abdominal seg¬ 
ment is present, we must believe that timikTysidacea 
are the more primitive group, and the EdrlophthaB 
mala their recently modified and highly specialised 
descendants. 

Boas believes that most of these diffeiwimes iwedue • 
to the fact that the Edriophthalmata have become 
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adapted for running instead of swimming; and he 
thus explains the loss of the exopodltes of the cormo- 
pods, the strengthening of thecmiopodites, the shor¬ 
tening of the abdomen, the loss of power in the 
pleopods, the flatness of the body and abdomen, the 
thickening of the integument, and the loss of eye- 
stalks and of the an ten nary scale, The respiratory 
function of the pleopods he attributes to the loss of 
th© carapace, and the thickening of the integument. 

The general conclusions of this highly suggestive 
and interesting paper maybe summarized as follows*. 

The Malacostraca are descended from the phy I Jo- 
pods, among which Neballa Is their nearest relative. 

The Euphausi^cca are the most primitive Malacos¬ 
traca. The decapods originated from the Kuphau- 
slacea, although the most primitive decapods, the 
Natantia, are now' widely separated from this ancestral 
form. The SqullJacea stand by themselves, their 
nearest, although distant, allies being the Euphau- 
slacea. They show in certain points a more primi¬ 
tive condition than any other Malacostraca; although, 
as a whole, they are highly modified. 

The Mysidacoa are also derived from the Euphau- 
siacea; although they are so different from them that 
they must be placed In a distinct order, aud the 
group Schizopoda must be abandoned. The Mysi- 
dacca have no close relationship to the decapods. 

The Cumacea arise from the Mysidacea, and the 
amphipods and isopods from a form between the 
Mysidacea and the Cumacea. The amphipods and 
Isopods are not a primitive group distantly related to 
the Podophthalmata, but they are the most highly 
specialized of the Malacostraca. 

ITe gives the following as his phylogenetic classifi¬ 
cation of the Crustacea; — 


Am phi pod »♦. 
Ixopnda. f 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 

Radiant heat. 

Mn. Fitzgejiai. 1 ) has favored me with a paper 1 lu 
which he takes exception to my views respecting 
radiant heat,- wherein he says, — 

“ 8uppi>w that two n*gionH, A aud R, be pa ruled by three par- 
idlol acreenn, m, and «, havingaperture# In them, cr, y,», capa- 
l m ‘ n 



bln of being opened and cloned from the centre, «o a# to muko every 
tiling perfectly ayrmnotricai round the line AH, perpendicular a> 
the acreena. Now, if be opened for a very short time, a certain 
quantity of radiant energy will escape out of >1 into the region 
between l and m; and if y be opened when this heat reaches tn, 
ft can certainly bo let on into the region mn; and If# be similarly 
opened when it reaches it. Ibis radiant hoot will get Into R* 
While # was open, however, some heat loft B; but, a» Dr, Eddy 
obuervea, y may bu closed so ns not to let this oven got through 
the screen in, and It can be all returned into B by reflection 
through * or some other aperture. Ho far X entirely agree with 
I)r. Kddy, and so far It seems us If the result had been to trans¬ 
fer boat from A to without 7VV losing any beat by having It 
transferred to A. As I warned l>r, Kddy when I heard his 
paper, there arc, however, other bodies and regions to be non* 
sidered besides A and It. There are more tbnn two bodies con¬ 
sidered : there is the region of the screens. Consider what hap¬ 
pens when the heat tlmtescaped out of f/into ibo mn region tries 
to get buck Into H, Home door must be opened to let it pass; 
and, while it f* passing in, an at least equal amount of heat will 
bo passing out of B Into the mn region, so that you can never 
really got the heat that 1ms oncu loft B buck into R again. This 
is true, whether you udopt doors over fixed apertures, such ns l 
have supposed, or moving apertures, such ns Dr. Kddy proposed. 
What really takes place is this: a certain quantity of bout os- 
capes out of A and reaches ti; and a not less quantity of bent 
leaves S, and is kept entangled in the region of the screens, and 
It is only possible to lot the heat pass from A to JR by meatrn of 
thi* third region. Henco this only really comes to the tama 
thing us letting A radiate some of Its heat into the screen region, 
white 2? i* kept closely shut up. Now, be it observed that Dr. 
Kddy practically postulates that this screen region Is at least 
colder than A —in fact, he assumes It to be perfectly cold, he. to 
contain no radiant heat except what 1» admitted from A and JB, 
so that it Is by no moans contrary to the theory of exchanges that 
A might ooobby radiating into this region.” 


Row, Mr. Fitzgerald lias stated only two of the 
three things which occur while the door z is open* 
He omits to state, that in my process a certain amount 
of heat which has come from A also passes through 
the door z every time It Is opened, into the region B: 
and this U all which Is proposed to be accomplished 
by the process which is at all unusual or peculiar* 
Thus the fact remains, that although a definite amount 
of heat from M remains entangled in the region mn, 
which is not increased with the lapse of time, there 
is a continued passage of heat through this region 
into JJ, that being the very object sought to be aocom* 

8 fished by my process* It is not easily seen bow 
ixe arrangement of screens and apertures proposed 
by Mr* Fitzgerald could be so manipulated as to 
bring the heat coming from A into a position such 


* 0a Dr. Kddy** hypothesis that radiant best Jo *n exception 
to the taoonU taw of inerroodynamici. By George ft* Finger* 
aldTSt, fTT.C.1)., Sc. proe, roy. Dull. «©c„ tv. pt* 1. 

* %Tproc. Qf& fkecA.W, £uly, MSS. 
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that It would be in readiness to pass into 1} at the 
same time as the heat which originally came from B 
is returned to Jf, though my arrangement of moving 
screens readiiy accomplished this, as was admitted by 
Vtof. J. Willard Gibbs Jn his'critlclsm of my paper.* 

‘ H. T. Et>in% Fh.’D, 

Area of a plane triangle. 

* In, the Mathematical magazine (Erie, Penn.) lor 
April, Mr. James Main publishes, as a matter of curi¬ 
osity, a collection of ninety-four expressions for the 
area of a plane triangle. in'Mathesi* (Gand, Belgium} 
for June this list is republished; am*in the August 
number of the same journal the subject is taken yp 
again by M, Ed. Iaicas, who extends the collection, 
and classifies into five groups. In the first group are 
eleven 'unique’ expressions for the area, f.e., expres¬ 
sions that do not admit of other similar expressions 
by permuting the letters; in the second group are nine 
expressions, each admitting of two other simitar ex¬ 
pressions by permuting the letters; in the third group 
are eleven expressions, each admitting of three other 
similar expressions; in the fourth group are seven ex¬ 
pressions, each admitting of five similar expressions; 
and, last, the fifth group consists of a single formula, 
admitting of eleven similar expressions. Thus we 
have a hundred and thirty-six expressions for the area 
of a plane triangle in terms of the sides, angles, per¬ 
pendiculars, semiperimeter, and radii of the circum¬ 
scribed, inscribed, and escribed circles, M. Neuberg 
adds also three other unclassified formulae, with the 
statement that many other such may bo found. The 
total number of expressions for the area of a plane 
triangle, in this collection, is therefore a hundred and 
thirty-nine, making it, perchance, the most complete 
collection that lias been published. M. B. 

The Dora ooal-fleld, Virginia. 

In tlte November number of The Virginias is con¬ 
tained a review of the report on the mineral resources 
of the United States, recently published by the U.S. 
geological survey, which contains the following: — 
“ In Mr. Charles A. A shimmer’s report on anthracite 
coal, p, 32, is this statement concerning the Dora 
coal-field: ‘Of one of the reported anthracite locali¬ 
ties in Virginia, that in Augusta county, recent tests 
with the diamond-drill would seem to prove the pres¬ 
ence of anthracite/ ” etc. In explanation of the 
# above, I would like to state, that, by referring to 
the report reviewed, on p. 24 will be found a foot¬ 
note as follows: *' Mr, Ashburner’s contribution end 
statistics end here.” I only stand responsible for a 
portion of the statistics relating to the anthracite 
region in Pennsylvania (pp. 7 to 24 inclusive). I 
desire to make this explanation public from the 
fact that I do not wish to be held accountable for 
questionable data relating to a coal-field of a very 
uncertain character, and which I have never ex¬ 
amined. 

Chaki.es A. Askbukkek, 

UeologUi in chaiye P«mw. «»|Ar«cKf* nurvey* 

Philadelphia, Pena. 

Synchronism of geological formations. 

In Science of Dee. 7 your correspondent, Mr. 
Nugent, takes hsne with me as to my conclusions 
bearing upon the relative ages of geological forma¬ 
tions. and contends that the geological and paleon¬ 
tological researches of the last twenty-on drears 
during the period that has elapsed since the publi¬ 
cation of Pnjfesttor ’Huxley's address referred to In 
* geitttfos, {* MO. „v 


my communication before the Philadelphia academy 
of natural sciences) have only tended * to maintain 
the logical basis ’ on which the distinguished English 
naturalist rested, As the subject is a very important 
one, and one that has not, it appears to me, received 
its full measure of attention or discussion, I trust 
that you will permit me a little space for fuller ex¬ 
planation, even at the risk of repeating what has al¬ 
ready been said in your valuable columns. 

Professor Huxley, in his anniversary address de¬ 
livered before the London geological society in I8fi2 
(Quart, journ, t xvilh p. xfvi), maintains substan¬ 
tially. — 

I. That formations exhibiting the same faunal 
facies may belong to two or more very distinct periods 
of the geological scale as now recognized; and, con¬ 
versely, formations whose faunal elements are quite 
distinct may be absolutely contemporaneous: e.g., 

For any thing that geology or paleontology is able to 
show to the contrary, a Devonian fauna and flora in 
the British Islands may have been contemporaneous 
with Silurian life in North America, and with a car¬ 
boniferous fauna and flora in Africa” (foe. eft.), 

II, That, granting this disparity of age between 
closely related faunas, all evidence as to the uniform¬ 
ity of physical conditions over the surface of the earth 
during the same geological period (i.e., the periods 
of the geological scale), as would appear to be in¬ 
dicated by the similarity of the fossil remains belong¬ 
ing to that period, falls to the ground. ‘ ‘ Geographical 
provinces and zones may have been as distinctly 
marked in the paleozoic epoch as at present; and 
those seemingly sudden appearances of new genera 
and species which we ascribe to new creations may 
be simple results of migration.” 

Now, without wishing to enter into the minutiae 
of the question, I believe a little reflection will clearly 
show, that if, as it is contended, several distinct 
faunas (i.e., faunas characteristic of distinct geo¬ 
logical epochs, and separated in age from each qiher 
by possibly millions of years) may have existed con¬ 
temporaneously, u evidences of inversion,” t-o quote 
ray own words, “in the order of deposit, ought to be 
common; or, at any rate, they ought to be indicated 
somewhere, since it can scarcely be conceived that ani¬ 
mals everywhere would have observed the same order 
of direction in their migrations.” Given the possible 
equivalency In age, as hypothetically claimed, of the 
Silurian fauna of North America with'the Devonian 
of the British Isles and the carboniferous of Africa, 
or any similar arrangement, why has it never hap¬ 
pened, it may be asked, that when migration, neces¬ 
sitated by alterations in the physical conditions of 
the environs, commenced, a fauna with an earlier Hfo- 
facies has been imposed upon a Ihter one, as the De¬ 
vonian of Great Britain upon the carboniferous of 
Africa, or the American Silurian upon the, Devonian 
of Britain ? Or, for that matter, the American Silu¬ 
rian may have just as well been made to succeed the 
African carboniferous’. Reference to the annexed 
diagram, where fi represent# a Devonian area, say, in 
Europe, 8 a Silurian one in America, and V a car- 
bonfterous one in Africa, — all contemporaneous, — 
will render this point more intelligible. 

Now, on the proposition here stated, reasoning 
from our present knowledge of the antiquity of faunas, 
and accepting the doctrine of migration, as main¬ 
tained bv Professor Huxley and others, to account for 
the possible con temporanefty of distinct faunas, It may 
be assumed that 8 (or America) will receive Its Devo¬ 
nian fauna from 1): T) (Europe), its carboniferous 
from C; and € (Africa), a later fauna froth tome 
locality not hem Indicated. In other words, a mlgra- 
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tion, as indicated by the arrows, would set in from 
D to 8 t one from V to I), one from 8 to some possibly 
South American Cambrian locality, and one, bringing 
a Permian or some later-day fauna, from an unknown 
locality towards C, Were this order of migration to 
continue here, or at other portions of the earth’s sur¬ 
face, in this or In a similarly consecutive manner, the 
* results obtained would be in perfect consonance with 
the facts presented by geology. But is there any 
reason whatever for the continuance of this order of 
migration? Surely no facts that have as yet been 
brought to light argue in favor of a continued migra¬ 
tion in one direction. Why, then, it might justly 
be asked, could not just aa well a migration take place 
front 8 to D y and impose with it a Silurian fauna 
upon a Devonian ? What would there he to hinder 



a migration from 8 to C, placing the American 
Silurian fauna upon the carboniferous of Africa? 
Why, as I have asked, has it just so happened tlnat a 
fauna characteristic of a given period has invariably 
succeeded one which, when the two are in superpo¬ 
sition all over the world (as far as we are aware), 
Indicates precedence in creation or origination, and 
newer one that can be shown to be of a later birth? 
Surely these peculiar circumstances cannot be ac¬ 
counted for on the doctrine of a fortuitous migration. 
And it certainly cannot be claimed that through a 
process of transmutation or development, depend¬ 
ing upon the evolutionary forces, a fauna with a Silu¬ 
rian facies will, In the course of a possible migration 
toward a carboniferous locality* have assumed a car¬ 
boniferous or Permian character, 

The facts of geology and paleontology are, it appears 
to me, decidedly antagonistic to any such broad con¬ 
temporaneity or non-ooutemporaneity as has boon 
assumed by Professor Huxley; and their careful con¬ 
sideration will probably cause geologists to demur to 
the. statement that M all competent authorities will 
probably assent to the proposition that physical geol¬ 
ogy does not enable us In any way to reply to this 
question; Were the British cretaceous rocks deposited 
at the same time as those of India, or arc they a mil¬ 
lion of years younger or a million of years older ? ” 

Anuelo Hwilpkin. 

Aosdwny of natural •oiemeo*, 

, PhUafolpW*. IHjc. 8, 


THOMSON AND TAIT'S NATURAL 
PHILOSOPHY*—11. 

Bevojud proceeding to an account of the reet 
Of the work, we shall add a few more words of 

i Cooctudtd from Ke, M. 


explanation upon the harmonic solutions of the 
differential equation (0), expressed iu polar 
co-ordinates. On attempting to integrate this 
equation, it is found that there is an infinite 
number of particular solutions, as was before 
stated must necessarily be the fact; and each 
of these solutions is the product of three fac¬ 
tors, One factor is an arbitrary constant; 
another factor is the radius vector raised tb 
any integral power, positive or negative; and 
the remaining footer is a function of the angular 
co-ordinates, dependent for its form upon the 
exponent of that power of the radius vector by 
’which it is multiplied. It is this last factor, or 
coefficient, which gives the name of 4 spherical 
harmonics* to the solution : indeed, these func¬ 
tions of the angular co-ordinates are them¬ 
selves surface-harmonics. 

If we restrict ourselves, as is usually done, 
to real integral powers of the radius vector r, 
positive and negative, then, from the well-known 
principle that a general solution is obtained by 
taking the sum of particular solutions, we should 
have the most general possible solution by* tak¬ 
ing the sum of a series of particular solutions, 
such as have just been described, in which the 
powers of r have all integral values between 
4- ao and — x . But since it is found, upon 
computing the functions of the angular co-ordi¬ 
nates which constitute their coefficients, that 
the coefficients of r' and ?*“ f< h are identical, 
it will be more convenient to write the gen¬ 
eral solution in the form — 

Y = «<,/„ (tf, 0 ) + (a, r + 6 , r~ -)/i ( 0 , 0 ) 

+ («•/ r J + —")/? (0,0) 4- . , . 

4 (an- 1 4- hr - f + ■>)/, (0, <f>) 4- . . . (8) 

In applying this to any given case, either all 
the arbitrary constants a vanish, or all the con¬ 
stants b; thus giving rise to the two general 
forms of* solution before mentioned, in which 
there is a series of terms, either in ascending 
integral powers of r, or of descending integral 
powers of r. 

A value of V consisting of several terms is 
a compound spherical harmonic of the degree 
(positive or negative) of its numerically high¬ 
est power of r. A value of V consisting of 
a single term is a simple harmonic. 

Returning, now, to the consideration of chap¬ 
ter vii, p. t>8, entitled * Statics of solids and fiu- 
ids,* the subject of rigid solids is disposed of in 
the course of thirty pages, nearly half of which 
is occupied with iucxfcensiblo strings in the form 
of catenaries of various kinds. 

Tim authors hasten on to the more intricate 
matter of elastic solids. As is well known to 
students of this subject^ the general problem 
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of finding the displace nun its in all parts of an 
elastic solid of any figure subjected to the action 
of known forces applied to its exterior surfaces, 
even when the solid is uniform in texture in all 
directions (i.e., isotropic), transcends at present 
the powers of analysis, though considerable 
progress has been made toward a complete 
theory. An important contribution to this 
tfieor}' by Sir William Thomson is found on 
pp, 4G1 to 408 in Appendix C, entitled c Equa- 
tions of equilibrium of an elastic* solid deduced 
from the principle, energy/ * 

By reason of the incompleteness of .the gen¬ 
eral theory, those simple cases are first treated 
which are most completely amenable to analy¬ 
sis. The forty pagoB succeeding p. 130 treat 
the special case of the elastic wire, whose 
fundamental equations were first thoroughly 
investigated by IvirchhofT in 1859. This treat¬ 
ment, which is of interest both to the mathe¬ 
matician and engineer, investigates not only the 
spirals which elastic wires of circular and of 
rectangular cross-section assume under the 
action of direct forces, and of couples produ¬ 
cing bending and twisting, but also goes into 
several important side-issues, one of which is 
the so-called kinetic analogy. A simple case 
of this, which is discussed at length, exists 
between the plane curves assumed by a thin 
flat spring, and the vibrations of a simple pen¬ 
dulum which it graphically represents. An¬ 
other important side-issue is found in the 
discussion of the common spiral spring, iu 
which the force resisting elongation is mostly 
due to torsion of the wire. Very curiously, the 
theorem of three moments of a straight beam 
is omitted, although the principles to be em¬ 
ployed in establishing it are fully given. 

Another important elastic solid which is fully 
1 amenable to analysis is the thin elastic plate. 
The treatment of the thin plate, which occupies, 
thirty pages, discusses the flexure of a plane 
plate under all combinations of forces tending 
to produce either a state of synclastie stress 
(i.e., a state in which the curvature at every 
point is convex) or a state of anti-clastic stress 
(i.e., one which tends to cause the surfaoc to 
become saddle-shaped). Kircbhoffs boundary 
conditions for a plate are also demonstrated at 
length. These are of importance in most prac¬ 
tical cases, — as, for example, that of the flat 
steam-boiler head; for evidently any plate 
must have some kind of support or fastening at 
its boundary. 

The general subject of elasticaoMeia reached 
at p. 204, and occupies a hundred pages, in 
which, after the general equations of equilib¬ 
rium between the applied stresses and the result¬ 


ing strains are established, several special casesf , 
are treated at length. The first of these is the 
celebrated torsion problem published by Hi.- - 
Venant in 1855; in which the distribution of 
the stresses and strains throughout a right 
prism of any cross-section whatever, under the - 
action of forces applied to its ends, is com¬ 
pletely determined. This is perhaps the most 
complicated problem which has been entirely 
worked out in the subject of olastic solids, and 
twenty-four pagoB are devoted to it. The flex¬ 
ure of beams having rectangular cross-sections 
is discussed, especially with reference to the 
distortions which are suffered by these cross- 
sections. The distortions can be easily exhib¬ 
ited by bending a thick rectangular piece of 
rubber, when the upper and lower surfaces will 
become saddles shaped. 

The general problem is then further treated 
by investigating the case of an infinite elastic 
solid under various suppositions as to the force 
applied through limited and through unlimited 
portions of it. The spherical and cylindrical 
shells are then treated by the help of harmonic 
analysis. 

The concluding hundred and sixty pages of 
the work, beginning at p. 300, are devoted 
ostensibly to hydrostatics ; but the first twenty- 
five pages finish those parts of the subject in¬ 
cluded under that title in ordinary treatises, 
and the remainder relates to the physics of the 
earth as dependent upon its fluid condition, 
past or present. The first great problem in this 
department of inquiry is to determine what fig¬ 
ure will be assumed by a rotating liquid mass 
under the influence of centrifugal force and of 
the mutual gravitation of its parts. That an 
oblate spheroid is a figure of equilibrium for 
such a mass is commonly known, having been 
shown to be such by Newton; but that an ellip¬ 
soid with three unequal axes is also such a flgr 
ure is not so commonly known, though this was 
discovered to be the fact by Jaoobi in 1834. 
There are other possible figures, stable and 
unstable; but which of all these is the one 
which wilt actually be assumed in any given 
case ? In reply tq this question, the authors 
state, that “during the fifteen years which have 
passed since the publication of the first edition 
we have never abandoned the probWIm of the : 
equilibrium of a finite mass of rotating incom¬ 
pressible fluid. Year after year, questions of 
the multiplicity of possible figures of eqnilib- : 
rlura have been almost incessantly before us; 
and yet it is only now, under the compulsion 
of finishing this seoond edition of the 
part of our first volume, with the 
second volume abandoned, that #0 
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ceedod in finding any thing approaching foil 
light on the subject" (p. 332). Then follows 
an enumeration of the possible forms of equi¬ 
librium, including the single and multiple rings 
into which an ellipsoid would be changed when 
rapidly rotated, and the detached portions, 
nearly spherical, into which an elongated ellip¬ 
soid must separate when rapidly rotated about 
its shorter diameter. 

Now, on the supposition that the figure of 
the earth is approximately nn oblate spheroid, 
the next matter of importance is to show how 
to compute the alterations in figure due to 
local inequalities in its density, and irregulari¬ 
ties in the distribution of the material com¬ 
posing it. This at once raises the question 
as to what we are to consider as the surface of 
the earth at any point which forms part of its 
figure. The true figure of the earth may bo 
taken to be the water-surface when undisturbed 
by tides. Whenever it. is desired to find such 
surface on land, a canal could be supposed to 
be cut from the ocean to the place under con¬ 
sideration. Of course, a plumb-line is every¬ 
where perpendicular to such a surface, whose 
outline is evidently affected by all existing in¬ 
equalities of density and distribution of the 
substance of the earth. For example: it is 
computed that a set of several broad parallel 
mountain chains and valleys, which arc twenty 
miles from crest to crest, and seventy-two hun¬ 
dred feet above the bottom of the valleys, would 
cause a corresponding undulation of the water- 
surface whose crests would be five feet above 
the bottoms of the hollows. This statement is 
equivalent to saying, that the plumb-line is de¬ 
viated from its mean direction by the attraction 
of the mountain chains. Deviations of nearly 
SO" have been actually observed near the Alps 
and near the Caucasus Mountains. The com¬ 
paratively small deflections observed near the 
vast mass of the Himalayas in India — which, 
according to Pratt’s calculations in his treatise 
on attractions, etc., should be vastly greater 
than any thing factually observed — indicate 
that extensive portions of the globe under those 
mountains are less than the average density. 
Localities have been fouhd in fiat countries 
also, notably in England, and Russia, where 
the deflection of the plumb-line exceeds 15", 
WMohia, of course, due to underlying material 
of great density. From this it appears, that 
the true figure of the earth is nearly as diver- 
nifel as the contours of its hills and valleys, 
and does not correspond to any known geo- 
figure; although, to be sure, these 
undulations ate of small amount* Now, as 
; * first trade approximation, the figure of the 


earth can be taken as a sphere, having the 
same volume as the actual earth. The earth 
at the equatorial regions will then project be¬ 
yond the figure, and at the poles lie within it. 

A second and better approximation can be 
made by taking the figure to be that of an 
oblate spheroid; and this is the basis upon 
which our present geodetic and astronomical 
measurements arc based. Of course, it is pos¬ 
sible to find an ellipsoid having three unequal 
axes which will coincide still more nearly with 
thg results of <?bsorvations upon the true figure 
of the earth ; and this will furnish a third still 
closer approximation. This is what has been 
done by Capt. Clarke in Ins various publica¬ 
tions. A summary of his results is given upon 
pp. 367 and 368. 

It is evident, when the astronomical latitude 
is determined at any point of the earth’s sur¬ 
face by measuring the elevation of the north 
pole above the horizon, as given by the spirit- 
level, that that determination will bo in error by 
the entire amount of the local deviation of the 
plumb-line, which error may be as much as 
30", or more than half a mile, although the 
observations are made with all possible precis¬ 
ion ; and the outcome of geodetic triangula¬ 
tion may show that any such station whose 
position was supposed to have been determined 
astronomically to single feet really occupies a 
position, when referred to the spheroid, which 
at present furnishes the basis of all our astro¬ 
nomical and geodetic work, which is a consid¬ 
erable fraction of a mile from its position as 
so determined. 

The last grand subject treated in the work 
is that of the tides on the corrected equilibrium 
theory, and matters closely connected with It. 
To explain what is meant by this, wo shall 
briefly sketch the rise and progress of the 
theory of the tides. 

Sir Isaac Newton, whose Principia appeared 
in 1687, showed that universal gravitation 
would not only account for the motions of the 
heavenly bodies in their orbits, but would also 
account for the tides, —phenomena whose cause 
had not, before his day, been traced to any 
simple law of nature. He showed that there 
would be a tide due to the attraction of the 
sun, and another to that of the moon, the latter 
being in general the larger; and that the 
actual tide would depend npon the relative 
position of those bodies, so that the highest or 
spring tides would be due to their combined 
effect, and the lowest or neap tides would occur 
mien the tide due to the sun partially neutral¬ 
ized that of the moon. He showed how other 
known variations in the tide could be account- 
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ed for by the declinations of the sun and 
moon, and their greater or less distance from 
the earth. 

The cause of the tide may be roughly stated, 
according to the equilibrium theory, thus: the 
sun or the moon attracts the water on the side 
of the earth nearer to it more than it does the 
earth itself, and attracts the earth itself more 
than the water on the farther side; the con¬ 
sequence being that water is heaped up on the 
sides of earth away fVom and toward the at¬ 
tracting body. Or, more exactly, we may im¬ 
agine 

“ The rise and fall of the water at any jwftnt of the 
earth*s surface to he produced by making two disturb¬ 
ing bodies (moon and anti-moon, as wo may call them 
for brevity) revolve around the earth's axis once in 
the lunar twenty-four hours, with the line joining 
them always inclined to the earth’s equator at an 
angle equal to the moon's declination. If we assume 
that at each momeut the condition of hydrostatic 
equilibrium is fulfilled, — that is, that the free liquid 
surface is perpendicular to the resultant force, — we 
have what is called i the equilibrium theory of the 
tides’ ” (art. 805 ). 

Newton made a modification of this theory, 
which was intended to tako into account the 
rotation of the earth, by supposing that the 
full effect of the attraction was not exerted 
immediately under the attracting body, but 
that the tide was of the nature of a wave, and 
by its inertia lagged behind the place where 
it should have been found in case the earth 
was not rotating. This retardation he thought 
might be more than a whole day in somo eases. 
He was not able to submit the whole theory 
to rigorous computation for lack of sufficient 
data as to the mass of the moon and the height 
of the tides; but, from the tidal observations 
then available, lie computed the mass of the 
moon necessary to produce them according to 
♦his theory, and obtained a result which wo 
know to-day to be about twice too large. 

Jn 1738 the French aoademy proposed the 
problem of the tides as the subject of a prisse- 
essay, and elicited important essays on the sub¬ 
ject from Bernoulli!, Maclaurin, and Euler, to 
each of which was awarded a prize, and in each 
something of importance was added to New¬ 
ton’s theory ; but the foundations of an exact 
and complete theory were first made in the 
‘ M^eaniquo celeste 1 by Laplaoe, in five vol¬ 
umes, 171)9-1825. 

The science of mathematical analysis had 
not been greatly developed at the time New¬ 
ton wrought upon this subject. His work is 
expressed in geometrical forms in which his 
genius is unapproachable. Bat the tie w meth¬ 
ods of analysis fourfded upon the calculus, the 


principles of which were discovered equally by 
Newton and by Leibnitz, received a rapid and 
wonderfhl development during the seventeenth 
century at the hands of Lagrange and the con¬ 
tinental mathematicians. It was to the then 
existing state of advancement in this particu¬ 
lar that the great success of Laplaoe was due, 
which enabled him to unravel to so remarkable 
a degree the intricate interactions of the bodies 
of the solar system, and give for the first time 
the fundamental equations of the tides on cor¬ 
rect principles. But it must be admitted that 
Laplace, in integrating his differential equa¬ 
tions, seems to have become involved in intri¬ 
cate formulae whose full significance he has 
not correctly interpreted. 

At about the same time, Dr. Thomas Young 
made an important investigation of the action 
of the tides, which was published in the Ency¬ 
clopaedia Britannica, where it has been repub¬ 
lished in succeeding editions to the present 
day. The special point of importance in his 
investigation was the discussion of the effect 
of friction upon the tides, which ho showed to 
be such as to explain many difficulties, and that 
its magnitude might be such as to completely 
change the character of the tide at certain 
places so ns to make low water take the place 
of high water, and vice versa, — a result hith¬ 
erto unsuspected, and of prime importance. 

The next great step in the theory of the 
tides was due to Airy, in his article on 4 Tides 
and waves 1 in the Encyclopaedia metropolitana. 
He gave in new and concise form a most use¬ 
ful rfaume of Laplace’s theory, and made an 
original investigation of the effects of friction. 
He also made valuable additions to the theory 
as applied to shallow soas and rivers, a sub¬ 
ject hitherto untouched. 

The labors of Lubbock and of Dr. Whewell 
have added much to our knowledge of the re¬ 
lations of the theory to the observed tides; but 
the two foremost cultivators of this branch of 
science now living are Thomson and Ferrel. 
The former, who is chairman of the committee 
appointed by the British association for the ad¬ 
vancement of science, for the purpose of the 
extension, improvement; and harmonic analysis 
of tidal observations, has done much, by his 
improved methods of observing tides and dis¬ 
cussing them, to separate their components fyom 
each other, and render the exaot comparison of 
theory and observed facts possible. Laplace 
assumed that the fortnightly and semi-annual 
tides due to the movement of the mopn and sun. 
in declination move so slowly that the equilib- ; 
rium theory applies to them with exactness. 
But even if that be admitted, it can be shown 
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that the theory needs correction £o take account 
of the relative amount of land and water, as 
well as the contour of the continents. These 
have a controlling influence upon the tides, and 
this discovery is Thomson’s great improvement 
and correction of the equilibrium theory. 

The diurnal tide has been usually explained, 
in accordance with the equilibrium theory, as a 
wave existing under nearly static conditions, 
and following the moon and sun around the 
earth, but interfered with by friction, and 
changed in direction by the contour of the 
land. Though this was the view of Newton, 
Young, and others, and is incorporated in our 
ordinary text-books, it is quite inadequate; 
and the kinetic theory of Laplace must be put 
in its place, which treats the water as a moving 
fluid body, subject to the disturbing influence 
not only of the sun and moon, but of itself 
also. 

The kinetic theory of the tides was to have 
been developed at length in vol. ii.; and that 
intended development is more than once re¬ 
ferred to by the authors, — as, for instance, on 
p. 382, where an incidental comparison is made 
of the results of the two theories. 

This part of the theory has been treated by 
Ferrel in his 4 Tidal researches,’ published as 
one of the appendices to the U. S. coast-survey 
report for 1874, in which work he has put in 


practical shape all the theoretical work hereto¬ 
fore accomplished, and also deduced therefrom 
important consequences. Until the publication 
of this work, it was not possible to apply the 
correct theory to the discussion and prediction 
of tides by reason of the unmanageable formu¬ 
lae employed by Laplace ; and the discussions 
were, perforce, made by some modification of 
the equilibrium theory. Indeed, Laplace him¬ 
self resorted to that method in his famous dis¬ 
cussion of the tidal observations in the harbor 
of Jlrest. But*thanks to Ferrel’s labors, this 
most intricate branch of computation has been 
systematised, and applied to an extensive series 
of tidal observations in Boston harbor. 

The concluding pages, from 422 to 460, treat 
the question of the rigidity and solidity of the 
earth as a whole, especially as related to the 
tides. The final sentence (p. 460) is, u On 
the whole, we may fairly conclude, that, whilst 
there is some evidence of a tidal yielding of 
the earth’s mass, that yielding is certainly 
small, and that the effective rigidity is at least 
as great as that of steel.” 

Four important papers on subjects related 
to those just mentioned arc added to the tfork 
as appendices. The titles of these papers arc, 

4 Cooling of the earth,’ 4 Age of the sun's 
heat,' 4 Size of atoms,’ 4 Tidal friction.’ The 
last three of these were not in the first edition. 
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MATHEMATICS. 

FuohftUua functions. — A previous paper by M. 
PoincaTd on this subject has already been noticed in 
these pages (t. 535). In the present most important 
memoir, M. Polncarf assumes the results arrived at 
in the former memoir, and proceeds to more fully 
develop , them and the consequences flowing from 
them. In the previous paper the author showed that 
it was possible to form discontinuous groups by sub¬ 
stitutions of the form 



by choosing the coefficients at, ft, yt, 4, in such a way 
that the different substitutions of the group should 
not ajter throughout the interior of a certain circle 
cstied the fundamental circle. In the present paper 
the author assumes that the fundamental circle has 

£ Centre at the origin, and its radius unity; so that 
Equation can he written as mod* % = 1; 

Ee then considers one of these discontinuous 
gwmps, which he calls Fuchaiau groups, and which 
he denotes by <?, To this group corresponds a de- 
oompoehlon of the fundamental circle into an infinite 
number of normal polygons, JS, all congruent among 


themselves. The author then demonstrates that there 
always exists a system of uniform functions of z t 
which remain unaltered by the different substitutions 
of the group <?, and which ho calls Fuchsian func¬ 
tions. M. Fohicurd’s memoir is too long to be re¬ 
viewed here as It deserves. It is certainly a most 
important addition to the modern theory of functions, 
and is rendered particularly valuable by the historical 
note at the end, in which the author gives a brief 
account of the labors of Hermite, Fuchs, Klein, 
Schwarz, and others in this field. 'Hie two memoirs, 
with very little amplification, would constitute a 
really valuable treatise on this subject, — a subject 
of great importance, and on which there exists abso¬ 
lutely no text-book or treatise of any kind. — (4cta 
matA., i.) t. o. 1506 

ENOINBEBINO. 

Steam- whistles, —Lloyd and Symes give a state¬ 
ment of experiments with a locomotive whistle 'hav¬ 
ing a bell inches diameter, 3} inches long inside, 
and over an annular steam opening iV of an inch 
widbi The bell was of cast brass of medium charac¬ 
ter; and the lip was chamfered to a thin edge, and set 
exactly over the steam-opening. Sixty pounds press- 
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ure of steam gave E natural; 80 pounds, F sharp; 00 
pounds, G; 110 pounds, A; and 125 to 130 pounds gave 
O sharp in alt. The distance from steam-opening to 
edge of whistle was 1} inches. When It was increased 
to % inches, the power of the sound was sensibly les¬ 
sened, but the pitch was altered relatively but half a 
tone. If the distance were decreased to 1 inch, or to 
I of an inch, the whistle would sound only super¬ 
tones. The notes above were clear, even ‘ reedy,’ 
and could be heard six miles. A bell of brass tubing, 
annealed, hammered, and then heated again, gave 
sounds of somewhat greater intensity and pitch. An 
iron bell was unsatisfactory. — (R&llr, yaz,> Aug. 31.) 
o. ic. g. f507 

Boo no my of pumping-engines. — >tr. P. A. 
Korevaer compares the economy of the scoop-wheel, 
the Archimedean screw, the pump-wheel, the suction 
or bucket pump, the double-action pump, and the 
centrifugal pump, and reports the results to the Dutch 
institute of engineers. In,the Netherlands the pump- 
wheel is used for lifts less than 2.5 metres (8.3 feet), 
and the screw for about 4.25 metres (12.5 feet); while 
the lift and volume delivered by the ordinary forms 
of pump are unlimited. The economical lift for & 
centrifugal pump is taken to be as a maximum at about 
30 or 40 feet. Its cost in Holland is rather greater 
than that of a scoop-wheel. The latter gives au 

efficiency of 64 to 60.5 % on lifts varying from 4 to 
6 feet (1.2 to 1.8 metres). The double-acting pump 
gives an efficiency of 67 to 73 % on lifts between 6.66 
and 10 feet {2 to 8 metres). The centrifugal pumps 
tested gave from 17 to 70 % (averaging 45) in one 
place, and 40 to 49.3 (averaging 44) in another case. 
The coal used amounted to from 0.0 to 1.2 kilogr. with 
scoop-wheels for the drainage of one hectare and a 
lift of one metre, 1 to 1.37 with double-acting pumps, 
and 1.56 to 2.19 with centrifugal pumps. The author 
concludes that a decided gain is obtained by the use 
of other methods of pumping rather than by the 
use of the centrifugal pumps,— a conclusion which we 
may be allowed to agree in, with the qualification that 
the results would bear a somewhat different com¬ 
plexion if the comparison were with efficient cen¬ 
trifugal pumps, which should be capable of giving an 
* efficiency of at least 66 %, —* ( Abs. papers imt civ* 
eng., 1882-88, ill.) k. ir. t. [508 

Bleetrie head-light for locomotivea. — The 
Sedlaczek head-light was exhibited at Munich at the 
late exhibition. It was made by Messrs. Sedlaczek 
* WilkuliU, as a modification of the lamp of Lacas- 
sagne & Thiers, of 1856. The current is supplied by 
a dynamo placed on the top of the boiler behind the 
smoke-stack, and driven by an independent engine. 
The lamp is arranged to turn automatically on curves 
so as to light the track at all times. The light was 
visible at a distance of 2| miles (4 kilometres). The 
report of the committee intrusted with the observa¬ 
tion of the action of the lamp states that the in¬ 
tensity (4*000-oandle power) was so great that the 
guards reported that it dazzled their eyes to such an 
extent that they were unable to make the observations 
prescribed by the regulations. The committee exK 
press a fear that it may frighten horns. Their appre¬ 


hensions remind us of the same difficulties as they 
presented themselves to the opponents of the railway 
itself. A report made on this lamp in 1881, when 
used on the Northern railway of France, stated that 
the experiment proved that the lamp was not extin¬ 
guished by the jar of the train, and that it did notin 
any way affect the visibility or the appearance of 
colors in signals. Engineers of trains were not daz¬ 
zled by it unless by looking at it persistently, and were 
not prevented, even then, from seeing the signals. 

It is proposed to apply the same system of lighting to 
the cars. — (Railway m>., Oct. 6.) B. h. t. [508 

CHEMISTRY. 

(Orpanio.) 

Constituents of petroleum from OhUioia. — In 

the oil from this locality Br. Lachowicz has found h 
normal, and an iso-pentan, two hexans, one heptan, 
one nonan, and two decans* Other hydrocarbons of 
this series were present in smaller quantity. No 
members of the ethyleh series were detected. Of the 
aromatic hydrocarbons, benzol, toluol, isoxylol, and 
mesitylen were identified. The quantity of ‘Wre- 
den’s hydrocarbons’ — hexahydrobenzol (C«Hu), 
hexahydrotoluol (C T ll i4 ), and hexahydro-isoxylol — 
in the Galicia petroleum lies between that of the Cau¬ 
casus and the American oils. — (Ami. chem., 220,168.) 
o. F, M. [510 

Compounds of the indigo group. — In the 
course of his investigations upon the constitution 
of indigo, A. Baeyer has tried several reactions to 
determine the position of the hydrogen atom which 
is not in the benzol ring. If the formula 
c # h 4 -co 

N sr COH 

is assigned to isfltln, the isomeric form called by 
Baeyer pseudo-isatin would have the form 

c„n 4 -co 

UN —OO ' 

and the form of pseudo-indoxyl isomeric with tn- 
doxyl, 

cvHt—<xra 
I II 

HN -Oil 

would be 

C#H| — OO 

bn -in* 

Baeyer draws the following conclusions from bis 
results concerning the structure of indigo;-* 

1. It contains an imido group* ' 

2. The carbon atoms have tho arrangement 

c,h* - d - o - o - c - eva* 

3, It is formed only from compounds In which the , 
carbon atom next to the benzol ring has attached to 
it an Oxygon atom. 

4, In its formation and properties It is dowdy re¬ 
lated to indirubin and the ‘ihdogenldes* of ethyl* 
pseudo-lsatln. 

6. The latter results from a bat on of the tf-carbai t r l 
atom of pseudo-indoxyl with the jtaarfeon atomot j 
pseudod satin. •' ,'' - ■ v 1 - ■ . 
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The formation of indigo may therefore bo shown 
by the equation — 


O c H 4 ~CO OO~ 0«H* 

HN —OH, OO-NM 

PufcUdo- l’iteudu. 
Irwloxyl. 


c # ji 4 — oo no - cy j 4 

i i ii 

HN 0 « 0 —'Nil 
Indigo. 


U» 0. 


.— (BtrUhte dmiUch, ckem , get ?e£f«cA., xvi. 2188.j 

O. V. M. [311 


agriculture. 


figaintenanoe of fattened animals. — Kellner 
having observed that simple main ton ance-f odder was 
sufficient to prevent fatted sheep from losing weight., 
Vossler has tried the same proceeding with sheep 
and oxen, and confirmed Kellner’s observation. — 
( BJcdemann’s centr^blatl., xii. 612.) n. f. a., [512 
Relation of manure to quantity of seed. — In 
experiments on the drill-culture of barley, Miircker 
finds, that, as the distance between the drills is in¬ 
creased, the yield decreases, unless more nitrogenous 
fertilizer is applied.—(f&fd., xii. 620.) n. p. A. [313 
Seed-potatoes. — In an experiment with potatoes 
at the New-York agricultural experiment-station, 
single eyes gave better yields in proportion as they 
were located near the terminal portion (seed-end) of 
the tuber. — (N, Y. agric . exp. stat., bull, lxiv.) 
H. F. A, 1514 

Fotato-oiilture. — Previous experiments having 
)ed to the hypothesis that the most favorable condi¬ 
tions for the growth of potatoes are coolness and 
moisture for the root s, and warmth and dryness for 
the tubers, an attempt was made to test the hypothe¬ 
sis by planting potatoes on ridges, and mulching the 
intervals. The season, however, was very wet, so 
that the desired conditions for the tubers were not 
attained. As it was, the parallel plots under ordinary 
culture gave decidedly greater yields. —(Ibid., lxv.) 
H. P, A. [515 

Fertiliser* for tobacco. — Nessler has repeated 
part of his welbknown experiments on the effect 
of various salts upon the quality of tobacco. The 
present experiments consisted of a comparison of 
the chloride, sulphate, and nitrate of potassium in this 
respect, as well as of a few other fertilisers. The 
<- results were essentially the same as those previously 
reached: the sulphate and nitrate improved the 
burning qualities, while the chloride, except in one 
case, caused them to deteriorate. 2%e chloride also 
increased the percentage of chlorine in the ash. The 
author recommends applying phoaphatic and potasslc 
fertilizers to the preceding crop, and only nitrogenous 
fertilizers directly to the tobacco, — ( Landut. vers. 
jfttg't and*. 30fc) a. f. a. [516 

. « OUrtamin in beet-juice. — In an earlier investi¬ 
gation, fechulze and Urich obtained glutatulnic acid 
asid ammonia by boiling beet-juice with hydrochloric 
'.and from this fact concluded that the juice 
*«ontained glutamin, a substance which had then 
naver been prepared* Schulze and Bosshard have 
newsuooeeded in preparing glutamin from bee^ulce. 
vv!#l ! -'|sfc|.-is first treated with lead acetate. The 
, filtrate tom this precipitate is treated with mercuric 


nitrate, and th* resulting precipitate decomposed by 
means of hydrogen sulphide, 

Glutamin crystallizes from aqueous solution in 
fine, white, anhydrous needles, soluble In hot water 
and dilute alcohol. It is readily decomposed by acids 
or alkalies into glut ami nlc acid and ammonia, the 
decomposition taking place gradually, even in the 
cold or on simple boiling with water: Consequently 
ammonia cannot be determined in vegetable extracts 
containing glutamin, either by Schlosing’s method or 
by boiling with magnesia. — (lUd. f xxix. 205.) h. r. a. 

[5X7 

* GEOLOGY. 

Correlation of Cambrian rocks. — Mr. Charles 
I). Walcott;, of the IT. geological survey, has 
recently reviewed the great Cambrian sections of 
North America. He defines the Cambrian as the 
formation characterized by the 1 first fauna ’ of Bar- 
rande. 

In New York, on ono side of Lake Champlain, 
near Ch&zy, the formation is constituted by the 
Potsdam and calciferous; and the biologic transit 
tion to the Silurian, as represented by the Chazy, is 
abrupt. In Nevada there is a gradual passage from 
the Potsdam fauna to the Silurian; and beneath the 
Pol'dam are rocks containing the Olenellus fauna. In 
northern Arizona the section exhibited by the Grand 
Oaflon of the Colorado shows at bottom the Grand 
Cafton and Chu-jir groups, which contain baroly fos¬ 
sils enough to characterize them as early Cambrian. 
These were greatly eroded before the deposition of 
the Tonto with a profuse fauna equivalent to that 
of the Potsdam. The Silurian is absent, and the 
Jlevonlan rests on the Tonto. In Wisconsin the 
Potsdam is underlain unconformably by the fauna- 
less Keweenawan, and overlain conformably by the 
Silurian. In Vermont the Potsdam rests on the 
Georgian group containing the Olenellus fauna. In 
Tennessee the upper Cambrian is represented by 
the Knox shale, and the lower by the Chilbowee 
sandstone and the Ocoee conglomerate. In New 
Brunswick the St. John’s group, and in Massachu¬ 
setts the Braintree argillites, exhibit the Paradoxides 
fauna. At the Straits of Belle Isle the section is not 
continuous, but appears comparable with that of Ne¬ 
vada. The anomalous relations reported at Point 
Levis, in Canada, are attributed to error in the inter¬ 
pretation of the stratigraphy. 

The Tonto group of Arizona and the Knox group 
of Tennessee are recognized by Mr. Walcott as the 
equivalents of the Potsdam of New York, Vermont, 
and Wisconsin. The Olenellus horizon of Nevada is 
correlated with the Georgian group of Vermont. The 
Grand Csfton and Chuar groups of Arizona are pro¬ 
visionally correlated with the Keweenawan of Wis¬ 
consin, and are regarded as older than the Georgian. 
The St. John’s group of New Brunswick is held to 
be older than the Georgian, and probably younger 
then the Keweenawan and Chuar. The Chtlhowee 
and Ocoee groups of Tennessee are provisionally 
assigned to the horizons of the Georgian and St. 
John’s* , ■ v ■- 
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The paper marshals the stratigraphic evidence 
only, leaving the paleonfcologic to form the subject 
of a future communication.— (Phil, hoc. Washing* 
tan ; meeting Nov. 24, 1888. J 1518 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, 

Influence of climate on vegetation in Alaska. 

— In hU remarks on glaciers in Alaska, Hr. Thomas 
Meehan remarked, that, on the top of what are known 
as 1 totem-polos * in some of the Indian villages, trees 
of very large size would often be seen growing. 
These poles are thick logs of hemlock or spruce, set 
up before the doors of Indian lodges, carved all £>ver 
with queer characters representing living creatures 
of every description. These inscription# are sup¬ 
posed to be genealogies, or to tell of some famous 
event, in the family history. The poles are not erected 
by Indians now, and it is difficult to get any connected 
accounts of what they really tell. At a very old In¬ 
dian village, called Kalgan, there are a large number 
of those poles, with few, or, in some cases, no carv¬ 
ings on them, among many which are wholly cov¬ 
ered; and these all had one or more trees of Abies 
eitkensis growing on them. One tree mq/st have been 
about twenty years old, and was half as tall as the 
pole on which It was growing. The pole may have 
been twenty feet high. The roots of the tree had 
descended the whole length of the polos, and had 
gone Into the ground from which the larger trees 
now derived nourishment. In one case the root had 
grown so large as to split the thick pole ou one side 
from the top to the bottom; and this root projected 
along the whole length, about two inches beyond the 
outer circumference of the pole. Only in an atmos¬ 
phere surcharged with moisture could a seed sprout 
ou the top of a pole twenty feet from the ground, 
and continue for years to grow almost or quite as 
well as if It were surrounded by soil. He had seen 
a bush of Lanicera involucrata which was of im¬ 
mense size as compared with what he had seen in 
Colorado and elsewhere. The plant was at the 
back of an Indian lodge, and beside a pathway, cut 
against the hillside. The stems near the ground 
were as thick as his arm, and the whole plant was 
covered with very large blackberries. Stopping in 
admiration to look at and admire the specimen 
brought numbers of Indians to see what was the 
subject; and these smiled indulgently on being made 
to understand that only the sight of a huge bush had 
attracted the travellers’ attention. — {Acad, nat. sc. 
Phllad,; meeting Nov. 0.) [5X9 

BOTANY. 

Australian ooal flora. — A memoir prepared with 
great care by Rev. J. E. Ten Ison-Woods is valuable 
to science, not only for the clear and detailed descrip¬ 
tion of the fossil plants, but for the discussion upon 
the geological distribution of the coal-bearing meas¬ 
ures of Australia, 

The first notice in regard to the Australian fossil 
flora was given by Prof. Morris in 1845. In 1847* 
McCoy gave an elaborate piper on the flora and fauna 
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of the rocks associated with the coal of Australia, 
and came to the conclusion that a wide geological 
interval probably occurred between the consolidation 
of the fossiliferous beds underlying the coal, and the 
deposits of the coal-measures, as he found no .real 
connection between them, and as they were referable 
to widely different geological systems. 

In 1848 Iiev. Mr, Clarke dissented from the above 
conclusions, maintaining that there Is no break what¬ 
ever between the various beds containing the remains 
of plants described. His assertion was based upon - 
liis own discoveries, and the researches of Jukes and 
Dana. 

After recording the long discussion between McCoy 
and Clarke, the progress made on the subject by 
Daintree, Feistmantel, etc., the author gives a clear 
exposition of the Australian coal-formations, as far 
as they are known at the present time, considering 
not only the remains of plants and animals found in 
connection with the strata, but the composition of 
the measures, and the localities where the strata have 
been examined. He gives the formations in the fol¬ 
lowing series; — 

1. Upper Devonian, with three species of plants. 

2. Lower carboniferous, six species, among them 
three of Lppidodendron. 

3. Permian (?), five species, among them two 
of Glossopteris. 

4. Newer coal, trlas (P) (Newcastle), fourteen spe¬ 
cies; of these, seven of Glossopteris, of which Gloss¬ 
opteris Browniana is most common, and also found 
in No. 8. 

5. lihaetic. 

0. Upper lias (?), with two species. 

7, Jurassic, with twenty-two species. 

In recording the plants and their distribution, the 
author describes ninety-three species: twenty-seven 
are new. The plates are photographs of specimens# 
The remains of plants are very indistinctly and in¬ 
sufficiently represented. — (JProc. Linn. aoc. 2V. B. 
Wales, viii. 87.) I*. I*. [$80 

ZOOLOGY. 

Reconstruction of objects from mioroeoopio 
aeotdons. — Born gives an elaborate description of 
his method of modelling, which la really very simple 
as well as ingenious. The sections are made with 
great care, all of the same thickness: they are neat 
drawn with the camera, and the outlines transferred to 
wax plates, the thickness of which is chosen so as to 
correspond in relation to the thickness of the sections,' 
as do the outlines to the superficial dimensions of the 
sections; or, in other words, each wax plate is cut out , 
so as to represent the actual section equally magni¬ 
fied in all three dimensions. —* ( Arch, mikrosk; mutt, , 
xxii. 584. ) o. s. M. [BIX / : 

Preservation of soft tissues.—Dr* Benjamin /;’ 
Sharp called attention to Prof. Semper 1 s mode of pre¬ 
paring dried specimens of soft animals, and exhibited ■ 
a couple of snails as Illustrations of the admirabler** 
suits of the process. The tissues are first hardened - 
by being steeped In chromic acid, Which’ Is aftc*- \ 
wards thoroughly washed out in water* The apdd&C- 
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men is then allowed to remain In absolute alcohol 
until the water is perfectly extracted, when it is 
placed in turpentine for three or four days, It ruay 
.then be dried and mounted. Specimens prepared in 
this way retaiu their characters in a very satisfactory 
degree, and are strong and flexible, the examples shown 
resembling kid. If the surface be treated; after dry¬ 
ing. with ft solution of sugar and glycerine, the natural 
colors will be restored; but the specimens must then 
be kept in hermetically sealed glass cases to preserve 
them from the dust. The objection to this mode of 
treating large specimens is the expense of the abso¬ 
lute alcohol: otherwise there la no reason why the 
largest animals should not be preserved by this pro¬ 
cess, — [Acad, nat. sc. Philadmeeting Nov, 21, 
1888.) [522 

Preservation of protoxoa fluid small larvae. 
— Hermann Fol recommends an alcoholic solution 
of ferric perchloride to kill small animals without 
Injury to the tissues. It is diluted with water down 
to two ppr cent, and then poured into the vessel 
holding the animals. These then sink to the bottom. 
The water is poured off, and seventy per cent alcohol 
substituted. Change the alcohol, and add to the soc- 
ond dose of It a few drops of sulphuric acid: other¬ 
wise the iron may remain in the tissues, and cause 
them to oversfcain with coloring-reagents. The alco¬ 
holic washing should be thorough. Even larger 
animals (medusae, Doliolum, etc.) may be perfectly 
preserved by this method. The tissues may be sub¬ 
sequently stained by adding a few drops of gallic acid 
(one-per-cent solution) to the alcohol containing the 
specimens. The nuclei are stained dark, the proto¬ 
plasm light brown, in twenty-four hours. 

Pol also describes some new injection masses, 
which offer the advantage that they may be read¬ 
ily kept without spoiling. — {Zeitschr, wins* zool, f 
xxxvill. 491.) o. a. m. [523 

Posaila of Paohino. — The Marquis de Gregorio 
has published a brochure of twenty-five pages on the 
fossils of this locality. They comprise cretaceous 
* forms of the horizon of Hippurltes cornucopia©, and 
tertiary species of the horizon of Carcharodon mega- 
lodon Ag. The work is in octavo, and illustrated by 
six excellent 'phototypic plates representing corals, 
eohlnoderms/and a few mollusks. Sirapulorbites, a 
new genus of Foraminifera allied to Orbitolites; 
Escharopsia, a new genus of Polyzoa; and Proteo- 
bdila, a form represented by casts, recalling Buc- 
clnulu#, but with three strong horizontal plaits on the 
column,— are described and figured, — w. h. i>. [524 

Vefiaska 

SpkruJa amoris of British Helices. — Charles 
Ashford contributes an Interesting and comprehen¬ 
sive paper on the * darts ’ found in connection with 
the reproductive apparatus in certain Helices. The 
fa contained in a short ventricoee pouch opening 
into the lower part of the vaginal tube, a little above 
. the-common vestibule, on the right side of the neck. 
There Is usually one: if two are present, the second 
«me Is on the opposite side of the tube from the first 
bealmple, or bilobate. At the bottom 


of the cavity of the sac is a conical papilla, which 
serves as a basis for the dart, which is attached to It 
by its posterior end. The apparatus is a development 
of adult life, and especially of pairing-time, but is 
indifferently present or wanting in species otherwise 
closely allied, The dart itself is a tubular shaft of 
carbonate of lime, tapering to a solid, transparent, 
sharp point, enlarging at or toward the base, where it 
assumes the form of a subconical cup. The sides of 
the shaft are sometimes furnished with blade-like 
longitudinal buttresses, which serve to strengthen it. 
They are rapidly formed, may be secreted in six days, 
and differ in fornf in different species. They are sup¬ 
posed to serve the purpose of Inducing, by puncture, 
the cxcltejuent preparatory to pairing. They are too 
fragile to do more than prick the tough skin of these 
molluaks, but sometimes penetrate the apertures of 
the body, and are found within. A new weapon is 
formed after the loss of tho old one. It is best ex¬ 
tracted for study by boiling the Bae in caustic potash, 
— ( Journ . conc/u, July, 18t>3.) w, h. i>. [525 

Shell-structure of Chonetea.— John Young, in 
the course of an examination of C. Laguessiana Kon., 
finds on the ribs a series of wide-set tubular openings, 
perhaps bases of spines, which do not extend to the 
interior of the shell; also a row of very minute 
close-set pores, placed along the central line of each 
rib, but which disappear after descending a very 
short distance into the shell-substance; a series of 
raised tubercles, which appear on the interior surface 
of the valves arranged between each pair of ribs in 
single rows, and which send rather distant lubuies 
obliquely outward and backward as far as the middle 
layer of the shell; lastly, in the thickened cardinal 
edge of the ventral valve, corresponding to the spines 
with which it is ornamented, a series of tubes which 
open with round orifices on the interior, and which 
converge toward a point near the apex of the beak, 
but at the surface are continuous with the hollow of 
the tubular spines which point away from the beak 
Ui a direction nearly at right angles with their pre¬ 
vious course. In a note on this communication, 
Mr. Thomas Davidson mentions that in Chonetea 
plebeia, tenuicostata, sarcinutata, and the Devonian 
C. armata, Mr, Young finds no trace of the external 
perforations described above in C. Laguesflana, al¬ 
though small perforations or tubules extended nearly 
to the middle shell-layer from the interior of the 
valves, slanting toward the beaks. In Productus 
{with a doubtful exception in the case of P. mesolo- 
bus), also, Mr, Young finds the perforations extend¬ 
ing only part way from the Interior, and never visible 
on the unabraded external surface of the shell. The 
same fact lias been determined by him for the genera 
Strophomena and Streptorhynchus. — {Geol. maff. t 
Aug., 1883,) w. H. D, [526 

VERTEBRATES. 

J fatQXpali. 

Aortio insufficiency fluid arterial pressure.—* 
Both Roaenbach sad Cohnhelm have stated that sud¬ 
den insufficiency of the aortic valves, produced arti¬ 
ficially, has no effect on arterial pressure. Goddard, 
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on the other hand, from experiments made upon rab¬ 
bits, says, that after perforation of the aortic valvesj 
there is an important fall of pressure. De Jagerhaa re¬ 
peated these experiments, using both dogs and rabbits. 
Upon dogs he finds that perforation of the valves has 
little or no effect on arterial pressure; whereas, with 
rabbits, a considerable and permanent fall of pressure 
is the result. It appears from these experiments 
that the compensatory power of the heart-muscle is 
greater in the dog than in the rabbit, altltough de 
Jager thinks that tlie results may be partly explained 
by the fact that the injury to the valves in the case 
of the rabbits was generally more Extensive than in 
the case of the dogs. — (Pjlugcr'a archie , xxxi. Sift.) 
w. u. a. r [527 

Structure of the placenta.— Ercolani has re¬ 
newed the advocacy of his views on the mammalian 
placenta, according to which, after conception, the 
mucosa of the uterus falls off, and a new cellular de¬ 
cidual layer Is formed, and after delivery the mucosa 
is re-formed. ports some new observations, par¬ 

ticularly on the dormouse and on woman, by which 
he endeavors to strengthen his position. He writes 
in the form of letters addressed to Prof. Kdlliker at 
Wurzburg. Dr. H. O. Marcy, in the New York medi¬ 
cal Journal (July 28-Aug. 4), glvefe an account of 
these letters, but adds nothing original. The dlffi- 
culty as to Ercolanl’s views is threefold: he leaves 
In obscurity the exact histolytical and histogenetical 
changes in, 1°, the assumed shedding of the mucosa; 
2°, the appearance of the new-formed decidua; 8°, the 
regeneration of the mucosa. For the present, KoUi- 
ker’s view, that the maternal decidua is the meta¬ 
morphosed mucosa, has at least an equal claim for 
acceptance with Ercolani’s theory. — (Rendic. accad. 
sc. i&t. Bologna, Jan. 28, 1888.) c. a. M. [526 

Touoh-oorpusolea and, other nerve-endings in 
man and apes. — W. Wolff has Investigated the cor¬ 
puscles of touch in Cercopithecus, the chimpanzee/ 
and man. The corpuscles are essentially the same in 
all. They have an oval form, and are distinguished 
by having the connective-tissue envelope thrown into 
folds parallel with their long axis, the folds being 
delicate and close together. The content of the cap¬ 
sule is a granular, colic rent fluid. According to Wolff* 
the supposed nerve-filaments seen in gold prepara¬ 
tions are really precipitates formed in the folds of the 
capsule. } 

The author questions whether the nerves have any 
terminations in epithelium. His principal objection 
is, that, if tbe cornea of small animals is macerated 
for several hours in weak gold solutions, the epithe¬ 
lium falls off as a distinct membrane. Now, as gold 
fixes the nerves, if any filaments ran to the membrane, 
they would hold it down, and the epithelium would 
not separate. The author confuses fixing the optical 
form of the nerves and fixing their coherency. There 
is no reason against* but, on the contrary, many rea¬ 
sons for, assuming a maceration of the nerve-filaments 
in weak solutions of gold. In View of the very nu¬ 
merous positive observations of nervaandtyfcs in epl- 
thelia, Wolff's argumentation is weak, and it appear* 
unnecessary to follow his further deductions ; vU*, 
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that since glands are modified eplthella, and eplthcUa 
have no nerve-endings proper, therefore the gland- 
cells have no nerve-end mgs. Such attempts to-set 
aside a vast body of evidence on account of'ft few ltd*’ 
perfect observations ought not to be countenanced. — 
(Arch, amt . physiol., anat. ahth 1883,128.) c, s. m. 

f529 

The action of digitaline on the heart aad 
blood-vessels. —The authors of this paper, Donald¬ 
son and Stevens, have made a careful and thorough 
study of the action of digitaline on the heart and 
blood-vessels, and have arrived at results differing 
from those usually accepted. Tho evidence obtained 
by previous Investigators is summarized by them as 
follows: “Investigations on the frog’s heart show 
an increase of work; investigations on the arterioles 
have led to contradictory results, with the weight of 
evidence in favor of a constriction.” In their own 
work they made use of frogs and terrapins. The heart 
was completely isolated from the rest of the body, 
and kept alive by defibrinated blood supplied to it 
from the venous side; while the outflow Of blood from 
the ventricles, hi the method used, could easily be 
determined at any time, and the relative amoudt of 
work done by tbe heart, when pure blood or blood 
containing digitaline was fed to It, estimated. The 
conditions under which the heart worked were made, 

$s far as possible, the same as those existing during 
life. The result of these experiments was. that digi¬ 
taline causes a decrease in the work done by the heart 
On the other hand, digitaline injected into the living 
animal in moderate doses increases the blood-press¬ 
ure. This increase of blood-pressure cannot be caused 
by the heart: It must result, therefore, from a con¬ 
striction of the arterioles. Experiments were made 
in which the arterial system was supplied with normal 
salt solution at a constant pressure, and the outflow 
collected from the large veins emptying into the 
heart. The heart was thus excluded from the prob¬ 
lem. It was then found, that, when digitaline was 
added to the circulating liquid, there was a diminution 
in the outflow from the veins; and this diminution 
could only be caused by a constriction of the arterioles. 
The result of their work, then, Is that digitaline causes 
a decrease in the work done by the heart/hut increases 
mean blood-pressure by constricting the arterioles. — 
(Joum. qf physiol., lv, 185.) w. a. a. [530 

(Man.) 

Cilia in the human kidney. — That a large por¬ 
tion of tbe renal tubules in cold-blooded vertebrates 
isr ciliated has been known for some time. It has also 
been known, from the observations of Bowman and ; 
others, that the y ntck of the Malpighian oapsule in 
mammals is ciliated. A. H. Tattle found* from fbe. 
examination of a large number of sections of humda 
kidneys, that the convoluted tubule is very extern* ' L 
sively, if not generally, ciliated. Where the fiat tying* * 
cells of the capsule approach the ueek, tbeybecome 
cuboidal and dilated alto. The city in tty hldnejy 
are from 8.5 to 5 /* Mnqg»-,.sr«d9: <V 

cioeely set. Confirmatory observation* were madae* 
tty kidney of a 'Muon,,, ^Tty**^^^ 
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ent in all mammalia, and serve to propel the urine 
outwards or towards the ureter. — (Stud, Mol, lab . 
Johns £topk< unit ft it. 453. ) o. s. M. [53X 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Man’s place in nature. — One hears now and then 
the assertion that man ts not the highest animal. In 
prbof of this assertion, it U urged that this animal is 
far more specialized in one direction, and that animal 
In another. Mr. Locklngton takes the ground that 
specialization is not in itself any proof of advance. 
Now, the real progress Is not to be sought In the 
specialized offshoots of any series, but in the growing 
stem from which it is parted. The highest specializa- 
' tion is that based upon perfection of the greatest num¬ 
ber of parts, not upon the great development of one 
part at the expense of others. “ We need not ask mor¬ 
phologists or embryologists whether man Is the high¬ 
est animal : we have the proof of it every hour before 
our eyes. His powers of mind are the resultant of 
his structure, and have enabled him to conquer all 
•other beings in the struggle of life. That animal is 
highest which possesses the widest range of faculties. 
This man undoubtedly does. Ho other animal lias the 
power, by voice or pen, to exaggerate or depreciate Us 
owp importance; no other animal can use the powers 
of nature as he; no other can produce works which 
are proportionately comparable to his: and if, there¬ 
fore, morphology or embryology contradict the facts 
of life, then are those sciences unsafe guides, aR they 
certainly are only partial ones,” — {Amer, naturalist , 
Oct.) 4 . w. f* v [532 

dotation of kinship. — > In the study of kinship 
many schemes of graphic representation have been 
devised. A perfect system should exhibit three ideas-: 
It should, 1. Identify each place In the series; 2. Clas¬ 
sify kindred for each people; 8. Exhibit affinity or 
marriage, as well as kinship. Mr. Francis Galton 
presents us. with a new scheme, identifying the mem¬ 
bers of the series and sex, in which arithmetical no¬ 
tation ta^es the place of letters or pictography ~ 
{JToture, $epk 0.) j. w. p. [533 

Ottrare. M, Gouty has made extended observa¬ 
tions and fixperiritehts on the curare poison, and has 
giyen the benefit of his studies in a coureeof lectures 
hi the muaeum of Rio Janeiro. The investigation 
doses with a modest confession of ignorance. “ The 
> curare,” says M. Gouty, “ demands fresh physiologi¬ 
cal studies to comprehend the nature of its relation 
to the muscles, and the nerves, and also the real sig¬ 
nificance of the various phenomena of excitement 
! *d 4 paralysis which it occasions, before we should 
. attempt to comprehend the iifflmate mechanism of 
itsintoxicatiog .infittence/’^fBer.scfeht.* 1884,587, 
a ' ( [53* 

hi thoRlg Voda. —Geiger wrote, 

; of that time (of the Big Veda) did not and 

knytMhg hlffe.;' Mk MwudW: Hop. 
pfis ,*erie*» the dafcfttfotis of Geiger, and not only 
' dddaefed % Mm, but aleb doubts 

thb fliitiSneiite be adnilfc * 
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words Is not unlike that In other poetic literatures. 
Mr. Hopkihs concludes: 1°. Non-mention of the col¬ 
ors green and blue Is not proved for the Rig Veda 
literature; 2°. That the sky is not called blue, nor the 
fields green, rests on reasons which have nothing to 
do with the development of the retina; 8°. We can¬ 
not admit that either color-words or color-perception 
of those Who composed the Rig Veda were inexact or 
imperfect; for the cause of the apparently inexact 
employment of words lies in the variable and uncer¬ 
tain color of the objects to which the color-terms are 
applied. * 

the Vedlc literature fall to support the theory of 
the late development of the color-sense, one of the 
strongest*>f the negative proofs is withdrawn; and 
even the absence of certain colors in Homer may be 
deemed, perhaps, of less significance than has been 
claimed when we consider that the Nlebclungenlied 
exhibits, twenty centuries later, the same absence of 
corresponding colors, and a like ratio in the greater 
use of terms denoting red and yellow. — (dmer. jowrn. 
phU. f iv. 160.) J. w. p. [535 

The Yuma linguistic atook. — In the year 1877 
Mr. A. 8. Gatschet brought together in two papers 
all that was then known with reference to the Yuma 
stock of languages spoken around the month of the 
Colorado of the west. Recently he has come Into 
possession, through the Bureau of ethnology and pri¬ 
vate correspondence, of new and important material, 
and 1ms been compelled to publish an appendix to his 
former papers. This consists of information respect¬ 
ing the names and characteristics of the tribes be¬ 
longing to this stem; comparative vocabularies of the 
Yavapai, Ni Mai, and the Seri; the Yavapai vocabula¬ 
ry of Dr. W. II Corbusier; and the Tonto vocabulary 
of Dr. John B. White. — (Zeitschr. cihnol.t xv. 128.) 

J. W. P, [536 

The tempering of bronse. — Ho doubt, native 
copper attracted the attention of primitive man be¬ 
fore any of Its alloys; but the difficulty of working it 
for a long time prevented its general use. How the 
metal came to be associated with tin in various forms 
is entirely unknown to us. Arms and implements of 
bronZe in Egypt, Greece, and Gaul, present a con- m 
slant proportion of tin, — twelve per cent. The 
bronze of cannons Is eight lo eleven per cent; of 
bells, twenty to thirty per cent. Recently, at Realon 
(Hautes-Alpes), a peddler's pack of bronze objects 
has been unearthed, showing eighteen per cent of 

tin. 

The founders of prehistoric times seem to have 
had three methods of procedure: — 

1°, The alloy was poured into a mould of stone or 
metal in two pieces, TJ>e ridge formed by the junc¬ 
tion "was ofterWardB hammered down. 

fiV jV model of wood was pressed upon a layer of 
sand In a box, to obtain a negative of one side: a 
corresponding operation gave a mould of the other 
side. The two boxes fitted together completed the 
motild. There were still seams requiring to be ham- 

f * Amod^i of Wax was surrounded with soft day* 

TUI eioy war then heated to harden It and to melt . 

r ' • 1 ■ • . 
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the wax. The metal was introduced at the opening 
left for the escape of the wax. 

Boidering was unknown to the men of the bronze 
age: mending was done by riveting. The art of sof¬ 
ten! ng bronze was known to the ancients. Froclus 
says (Works and Days, line 1842) that “In ancient 
times men used bronze in cultivating the ground just 
as they use iron now; but that copper being soft in 
its nature, they hardened it by immersion.’’ Eusta¬ 
thius also says (Iliad, book I M line 236) that they 
tempered the bronze when using it in place of iron, 
The chemist Darcet, at the end of the last eontury, 
showed: 1. That pure copper, heafcei to redness and 
plunged Into cold water, Is neither hardened nor 
softened; 2. Bronzes having only tin alloy, and that 
less than thirty per cent, heated and cooled in air, 
become weak and brittle; 8. The same bronzes, 
heated ami cooled in water, are softened, and become 
Very tractable. 

It is nearly certain that the men of the bronze age 
tempered their implements in taking them from the 
mould. Those destined to stand a blow were left in 
this state. Arms and tools needing more temper 
were heated over, and cooled In the air. 

Another prehistoric art, rediscovered by the en¬ 
gineers of Alexandria, and recently again brought to 
light from the orient, is rendering bronze flexible. 
This property of flexibility is certainly possessed by 
some very ancient specimens. The engineer Philo, 
who lived in the century before our era, describes, In 
Ills ‘Treatise on artillery,'* the fabrication of springs 
of bronze needed in some of his machinery. 

The author from whom the foregoing notes are 
taken, A, de Rochas, will soon publish, through 
Masson at Paris, a volume on the origin of industry, 
and the first application of the sciences. — (Hev. 
tictenL, Sept. 22.) j. w. i\ [537 

Beamy side of the Vedas. — Max Mfillef tells us 
in his recent work, ‘India, what it can teach us,’ 
that In the Vedas we have a nearer approach to a 
beginning, and an Intelligible beginning, than in the 
wild invocations of Hottentots and Bushmen. Mr. 
Andrew Lang holds the mirror up to this assertion 
t by showing that a highly civilized people are farther 
from the beginning lit their religion than races which 
have not evolved nor accepted society. Again : there 
is nothing particularly wild In some of the invoca¬ 
tions of the Bushmen (Caps monthly , July, 1874), 
nor of the Papuans {Journ. anthrop. inst. y Fob., 1881), 
Compare the prayer of Odysseus to the Phaeacian 
king. And, finally, the faith of Vedic worshippers 
was very near akin, in the wildness of its details and 
its mythology, to the faith of BdBhmen and Hotten¬ 
tots. In the Rig Veda human sacrifice has left its 
traces, the practice enduring in symbols and substi¬ 
tutes which point back to something ‘nearer the 
beginning.’ Tbe ninetieth hymn of the tenth book 
of the Rig Veda tells how all things were made out 
of the limbs of a giant, Purusba. A similar legend is 
found among Scandinavians, Iroquois, Egyptians, 
Greeks, and Tinneh. It would be easy to alow that 
Vishnu, in the shape of a boar bringing up the world 
from the waters, is equivalent to the Kortb American 

ti 


coyotes and muskrats performing the same feat The 
origin of species from Ruvusha is matched only by 
the metamorphoses and amatory pursuits of Zeus, 
JCronos, Demeter, and NemesU. Indeed, we seem to 
have a nearer approach to a beginning in the Vedic 
hymns, in those very portions in which they resemble 
the primitive philosophy of Bushmeh and Navajo*. 
The gods in tbe Vedic religion are deified nature; 
and we frequently see gods in animal fora fighting 
with animals, afraid of enemies, behaving like the 
half anthropomorphic, half theyiomorpblc deities of 
the Australians, Hottentots, and Bushmen, The 
gods are begotten of heaven and earth, and are not 
necessarily immortal. The birth of Tndra Is very 
similar to that of Heitsi-Eibib, the supreme god of 
the Hottentots; and some of his feats have parallels 
in Scandinavian, Thlinkit, Murri, and Californian 
myths. Speaking of the other Vedic gods, Mr. Lang 
quotes the language of Racine respecting the deities 
of the Greeks: “Burning was too good for most of 
them, ... If any one wishes to see at a^glance how 
much savage thought persisted till the age ‘of the 
Brahmanas, lot him compare the myths of the con¬ 
stellations (Suer. bookn of the eaut , xil. 282) with Jhe 
similar myths In Brough Smyth’s ‘Aborigines of 
Victoria.’ Except upon the hypothesis that the 
Aryans came civilized into the world, they must 
have descended from savage ancestors. That they 
retained savage practices, such as human sacrifices, 
and much worse things, is universally admitted. 
Why should they not have retained savage ideas in 
religion and mythology, especially as of savage ideas 
Aryan mythology and religion are full to the brim ? 19 
— J. w. i\ f [530 

Anthropology at Berlin, —The organ of the 
Berlin society of anthropology has just completed its 
fifteenth year, and contains matter of interest not 
only to the local but also to the general student. 
Part iv. opens with a paper by Ernst Bfittlcher on 
the analogies of the Htssarlik finds. Dr. Schlleroann’a 
1 owl-faced ’ vases are characterized as canopus vases, 
and thus connected In type with the various art pro¬ 
ductions of Egypt, in which the “bird-face predomi¬ 
nates. The ornamentation of funereal Urns with a 
bird-face, — be it that of a falcon, owl, or sparrow, 
and the occurrence of the same custom from the Bal¬ 
tic to the Nila banks, are worthy of remark. Uftttl 
historic evidence clears up the subject, the learned 
must move their opinions bank and forward in the 
alternation,of independent evolution and social con¬ 
tact. —— Prof. Arzrani reviews tbe jodeite and ne¬ 
phrite discussion, quoting and criticising the writings 
Of Meyer, Dam our, Janetta* and Michel, Flecker, 
Beck, and v. Muschketow. The author carefully * 
excludes from the discussion minerals which 
been confounded with those above named, and Also 
mentions the fact that they have, different chawctar- 
Utics in different localities. In Europe, nip & IWA\ 
time, neither jadelte nor nephrite he* been found 
Prof. Arzruui close* hie paper with 
Uon of thoseiocaUties In each 
. furbished She* «#«m the!* 

JEuHs^ apeak* of {fee faacdlNjft cMidmn AoA 

* l|< - , ' ' ' . ' 1 ri ’ 1 
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youthupon the lower culture steps. He broaches a afclc infanticide, child-rearing, initiation of youth, 
very ingenious theory, Which seeks to include infan- class-marriage, courtesy, charms, sucking-cure, dis- 

tlclde and all sorts of torture and ordeals in a com- eases, blood-cure, burials, and mourning.-Mr. 

mott category of helping the survival of the fittest. Tremlett writes of stone circles in Brittany, by which 

In savagery, intimates the author, two children are is meant two concentric rings of rude stone masonry, 
as tnany as the parent* can raise: they knock the covered by a mound. One, called Hlgnol, was un¬ 
surplus on the head. They subject their sons and doubtedly a cremation mound; since, exterior to the 

daughters to frequent vigils, fastings, fatigues, and outer circle, cinerary urns were found, as well as he- 

pains, mourning for them mean while as dead. In- tween the walls. The inner circle consisted almost 

deed, many die under the treatment, hut the fittest entirely of ashes and charcoal. Two others were slmi- 

eurvive. Very many scraps of information, gathered larly constructed, — one at OoSt-a-touse, the other at 

here and there, are brought within the range of the KSrbascat.-The subject of group-marriage is re¬ 
author’s theory. In this connection, one should not viewed by Mr. tj, 8. Wake, and an attempt made to 

fail to consult Ploss: ‘Das kind fn braueh und sltte snow its origin. The author assumes two fundamea- 

4er vdlker.’ — Mr. Aurelius Krause read a paper tal right*, — the Individual, or sexual; and the tribal, 

upon the relationships existing among the peoples or self-protective. The origin of the Australian four- 

of the Chukchi peninsula. Are the coast Chukchi class division is to be sought in the separation of the 

and the reindeer Chukchi the same people ?< -In original marry ing^group Into two grades, a parent and 

speaking of the f footsteps of Buda,’ — a gigantic track a child grade.-Major H. W. Kieldeu exhibited a 

found in the ruins of the most hallowed shrine of series of South African stone Implements.-The 

Buddhism at Gaya, in southern Bihar, —M. Grlin- Bev, James Slbtee, following up the Investigations of 

wedel calls to mind, that in every part of the world Col. Garrick Mallery, TJ.S.A., reports a number of 

are to be found, in solid rock, impressions made by gestures from Madagascar as a contribution to, the 

the feet of gods and heroes,-Gen. von Krckert study of comparative sign-language. --Mr. A. W, 

sends to the society from Petroosk measurements of Howifct reports some Australian beliefs, commencing 

the weight, length of body, and length of limbs, with a delightful paragraph or two on synonymy, 

taken from Russian peoples,—Wotjaks, Great Rus- which we should like to quote. The superstitions 

elans. Little Russians, Volga Tartars, Meshfesheraks, described relate to the physical universe, the human 

Poles, Bashkirs, Tscheremis, and Jews.— {ZelUchr. individual here and hereafter, and Ghost-land.-On 

/. ethnoL, xv. pt. 4.) J. w. p. [539 the 19th of June a special meeting was held at the 

The London anthropological institute. — The Piccadilly ball, by invitation of Mr, C. Ribeiro, who 

unlimited resources of British anthropologists lead exhibited five Botocudo Indians and a collection of 

one always to expect something good from the journal Implements.-Mr. A. U. Keane read a paper on the 

of the Institute. The first paper in the current num- Botocudos. Their home Is the province of Kspirifau 

her is by !\ Bonuey, on some customs of the aborigines Bantu, in Brazil; their name, probably from the Por- 

of the River Darling, New South Wales. Mr. Bonney tuguese boloque (a barrel-plug), alluding to their 

resided on a sheep-range from 1666 to 1660, and there- labreta. The Tembeitera, or lip ornament, and the 

fore knew the Bungyarlee and Parkungi tribes * before immense ear-plugs, give rise to an extended notice of 

they were spoilt by civilization, J The aboriginal the geographical distribution of these objects. The 

population, owing to periodic droughts of great Botocudos are of Guarani stock physically, although 

severity, could never have exceeded 100 on an area of of non-Guarani speech. Their physical characteris- 

9,000 a m. Epidemics also have told upon the peo- tics are elaborately sat forth by Mr. Keane, and 

pie. There is a typicalsimilarity among all Australian extended references made to their culture, sexual 

aborigines; but, to a close observer, each tribe has its relations, dwellings, industries, tribal organization, 

own peculiarities. The oft-repeated statement that burials, religion, and language. — (Joum. anthrop? 

they are the lowest type of humanity is a libel, Mr. fast., xiii. no. il.) j. w. i\ [540 

Bonney describes their parturition customs, system- 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 

•OOVBRNltfRNT ORGANIZATIONS. on the west side to Red Bluff, California. He and 

' his party travelled some twenty-five hundred miles. 

* ’ wsrispoal survey. They were unable to do any topographical work on 

,? /. ideology. —Mr. J.,& Differ, m assistant of Cept, account of the smoke, which also interfered with the 

C. JE. Hutton, who has charge of the investigation of work of Mr. Gilbert Thompson (chief topographer 
; volcanic rocks in the division of the Pacific, made of the California division) In the neighborhood of 

• rectonhalseance of the Cascade Range, Mount Shasta. 

*M*Mb 'in exploring,,the PafccntoJopp. — During the past season Mr. 
^***t*rn of: &e range; going as far north as the • Charles I), Walcott Received at the office, for the Use 

* tittle* th PortWMt, flnatiy coming down of the Nationat mUseUm collections, a series of 
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typical specimens, representing seventy-eight species 
described by Mr. U. P. James, from the Hudson 
Blver group In southern Ohio. These are the gift of 
Mr. dames, and have been recorded. Mr, Walcott 
has also received, from Cornell university, for study 
and illustration, the type specimens used by Prof. C. 
F. Hartfc, in Dawson's ‘Acadian geology,’ in his de¬ 
scriptions of the fossils of St.<- John, N.B. All the 
species described by Professor Hartt will therefore 
now be Illustrated for the first time. 

Prof. O. C. Marsh, in charge of vertebrate pale* 
ontology for the survey, has had parties working in 
Wyoming during the past season, Aid also In the 
Jurassic of Colorado, and reports to the director that 
they have made large additions to the collections, and 
very important discoveries, the results of which will 
be reported later. 

Chemistry* —The chemical division of the survey 
will hereafter occupy the laboratory of the U. S. 
national museum, where work will be begun at once 
on material that has been accumulating In the hands 
of the chief chemist. Pro! F. W. Clarke. 

Professor Clarke has been appointed honorary cura¬ 
tor of mineralogy in the U» S. national museum. At 
the New Haven laboratory, Dr. Carl Barns and Dr. 
William Hallock are conducting thermo-electric in¬ 
vestigations. They find that thermo-electric couples 
containing nickel behave anomalously at tempera-- 
tures above 400° C., but that couples of platinum, 
with palladium or iridium, are available for the meaa- 
surementof high temperatures. With sUcfi couples, 
tomperafcures as high as 1200° may he measured as 
exactly as with the air-thermometer. 

Fresh-water shell* from the paleozoic rock* of Ne¬ 
vada, — The bed of oalcareo-argillaceous strata con¬ 
taining this unusual fauna is situated near the base 
of the great lower bolt of carboniferous limestone 
of the Eureka mining district, Nevada. The argil¬ 
laceous layers pass into calcareous strata above, that 
contain a few plates of crinoldal columns, and frag¬ 
ments of brachiopods, and besides these a fauna of 
forty or more species that is purely marine, and closely 
related to that of the lower carboniferous fauna of 
the Mississippi valiey, 

1 Although there Is now a large collection of material 
from the band containing the fresh-water shells that 
was collected subsequent to the geologic field-work, 
during which the specimens now to be mentioned 
were collected, it will not be studied until after the 
publication of the report on the Eureka district. 
This brief notice Is to call attention to the occurrence 
of fresh-water shells iti the paleozoic rooks, and also 
to state tliat more is to be presented when the paleon¬ 
tology collection# shall have been thoroughly workeft 
over and studied. * 

The first species discovered Was a Fhysa,—a form 
of the genus so, characteristic that there is no need 
of making any other generic reference; judging, of 
course, from the shell, and not presupposing that any 
variation existed in the anlmaliuhabiting it, For this 
species I have proposed the name Physaprlscg (fig. 
2h The second Is a Bpecles so AmpuUaria-ilke that * 
reference is made to that genus $g.Ah, Tho^per? 


culum Is shelly, calcareous, concentric (fig. 8a). If 
not generically identical with Ampullarla, it certainly 
belongs to the group in a closely allied genus. The 
name Ampullaria? Powelli is proposed for it, The 
third species is a pulmonate shell that appears to be 



Fl(i> 3. — Zftptyuhlu* cfvrbonarla x 
5. Pm. 'i. — 1‘hywi prlaea x 2. 
Fig. 8. —* AmpulWla? Powulll * 
2. Fig. 8a, — Operculum of A.? 
FowolU. 


closely related to 
Auricula, and for 
which ' the name 
Zaptychius carbo- 
naria (not). gen, et 
9 p ,) is proposed, 

A small temelli- 
branchlate Shell 
that may be a Nu- 
cula, Corblcula, or 
Cyrena, probably 
one of the two lat¬ 
ter, is associated 
with the above, and 
also fragments of 
twigs and small 
cones that may be 
referred to the Co- 
ntferae. The land- 


shells thus far do- ’ 


scribed from the paleozoic series are all referable to 
the sub-order Geophila or terrestrial pulmanates, and 
comprise six species; vis., Pupa vetusfca, P. Bigsbyi 
Dawson, P. vermUionensis, Dawsonella Meek! Brad¬ 
ley, Zonites (Conulns) prisons Garpenter, Anthraeo- 
pupa obiocnsls Whitfield (from the horizon of the 
coal-measures), and one species (StrophUesgrandaeva 
Dawson) from the erlan plant*beds of St. John, N.B. 
To these we now add two species of the Dimnophila 
(Fhysa prlsca and Zaptychiua carbonarla), and one 
species of an operculated fresh-water shell (Ampul¬ 
lar ia? Powelli). It may be said of these speciis, as 
principal Dawson has said of Pupa vetusta, they are 
remarkable not only for their great antiquity, but 
also because they are separated by such a vast inter¬ 
val of time from other known species of their race. 

Chablks D. Watcorf. 


PUBLIC AND PBIVATB INSTITUTION®. 

William* coll*#*, Wlfilamstowa, Mass, 

The natural history department -—Through the lib¬ 
erality of friends, the college has secured apermanent 
taple, with the necessary facilities for Its use, ln the 
museum of the U.S. fish-commission at Wood’s Holl. 
The table wifi be occupied every summer by toe de¬ 
partment. The college has also leased for a series of 
years a table at Professor Dohm’a intemationkl zod* 
logical station at Naples, from the use of Which It is 
hoped that permanent benefits will inure to this de* 
partuvent. The conditions of the gift of the late Dr. 
William J. Walker make .'provision for a scientific 
expedition every fourth.year. ■ ■ ■ < 


; mm$ mb mws. 

• Taw extensive coUwtio&s of American 

1 aaxgutoMto $ 
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erty ot the Museum of comparative aohlogy at Cam* 
bridge, Mass. 

We reproduce by phqto-eugraving, from Thepho - 
toffraphicnew*, a cut prepared from nature by tho Lux* 
otype process of the English firm of Browp, Barnes, 
Sc Beil. It should be mentioned that considerable 
clearness has been lost in the reproduction on account 


809 

for printing with type will And much in this series of 
articles of great interest. The portrait of Dr. LeConte, 
in this number of Science, was made by the Ives pro¬ 
cess, no hand-work, having been used in the prepara¬ 
tion'of the plate from a photograph, 

— While we are prosecuting our researches among 
the mounds, shell-heaps, and pueblos, of our own tar- 
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,V &e fineness of the stipple in the original, and the rttory, we must not forget* thte thorough work going 
»: ; ':^ 4 mlonowiedg^d hasty printing of the 1Th? pAo- on in India under the patronage of the British gov- 
wears has given during the last few months omment. Per about ten years, an archeological sur- 
imprints from: plates made by vey of the ancient cave and rock-hewn temples of 
similar to that of Mr, Ives of Philadelphia; *e*tero India has been In operation, and, previously 
iMae for Kov. 2B, txsing to theprasent year, threehandsome quartos, profusely ‘. 

^^agrOae' ihttmtod in • ' have, 'been published, The third Volume' ■ 

tketed move especially of the cave-templet of India. 
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During the present year, volumes Iv. and v. have been 
Issued, and complete the report of the survey, extend¬ 
ing from 1876 to 1880. These volumes are about the 
size of the Smithsonian contributions, and are printed 
on line paper, and elegantly bound. In volume iv. 
are forty hellotype plates and twenty-five woodcuts, 
and in volume v., sixty-one plates and eighteen wood¬ 
cuts. It is not necessary here to enter into a minute 
description of these temples, since that has been done 
by Mr. Fergusson and Mr. Burgess, In tbeir ‘Oave-tom- 
ples of India/ published in 1880. The method pur¬ 
sued is purely technical, “ enabling the architect and 
* the student to form a tolerably correct idea of the 
style and character of the plans and ornamentatiofi. 
The facsimiles and translations of the Inscriptions 
will Afford fresh materials of a trustworthy charac¬ 
ter for the epigraphist and philologist.” The princi¬ 
pal group of rock^temples of western India Is the 
magnificent series at Elura, consisting of splendid 
representatives of the three classes, Baudha, Brah- 
manieal, and Jalna cave-temples. The village of 
Elura is in the Nizam’s territory, about fourteen 
miles west of Aurang/lbiid. Of this group, M. Ban- 
drlllart says, “All commentary grows pale before 
these magnificent ruins. Here the development of 
the plastic arts and of public religious luxury amongst 
the Hindus receives the most striking attestation 
in the magnificence of these temples, In the infinite 
diversity of their details, and the minute variety of 
their carvings.” 

— Tlie Ottawa field-natural lets' club held the first 
soirtie of their winter course on Thursday, Dec. 6, 
when the president. Dr. II. B. Small, delivered his 
inaugural address. After remarks on the past, opera¬ 
tions of the elub, and suggestions as to its future 
management, he gave an excellent summary of past 
and present systems of the classification of the ani¬ 
mal kingdom. The necessity of a knowledge of this 
character was strongly urged, in order that a just 
conception might be obtained of the relations of the 
different members of our fauna, and narrowness be 
avoided by those pursuing special studies. In his 
opinion, many persons who commenced the study of 
natural history abandoned it after a short time solely 
'because, through ignorance of tlie relations of various 
objects, they failed to become imbued with that love 
of nature which the more carefully educated student 
possesses. An interesting discussion ensued on the 
address, in which several members shared. His excel¬ 
lency the Marquis of Dansdownc, governor-general 
of Canada, lias consented to become patron of the 
club. 

— At the annual mooting of the Boston zoological 
society, held Dec, 4, 1883, the following officers were 
elected for 1884: president, F. C. Bowditch; vice- 
president, F. H. Brackett; secretary, R. Hayward; 
treasurer* A.0. Anthony; librarian. H. Savage. 

— In the Iowa w eather bulletin for November, at¬ 
tention is called to “The most beautiful phenomena 
of theeutire month. , . the varying and brillU^it tints 
of sunset during the last five days of the month,” 
These brilliant sunsets seem to have been noticed 
over tlie whole country. 


The prediction is made, that “ the winter now 
beginning will probably be a moderate or mild win¬ 
ter for Iowa and the adjacent parts of the north¬ 
west. Tlie observations of the past ten years make 
the above probability very high, and> taking into ac¬ 
count the entire series of forty years' observations, 
the chalices for this winter proving a severe one are 
less than one in twenty.” 

— One of the most excellent of the familiar British 
museum catalogues is that lately published of the 
Batraehia, Gradlentia, and Apoda, In the British 
museum, by Mr. George A. Boulenger. This work 
is called a ‘ second edition' of the catalogue of the 
same animals, published in 1860, by Mr. John Edward 
Gray; but It is a second edition only In name, as very 
little of Gray's work remains in it. The material 
studied by Boulenger (comprising ninety-seven of the 
one hundred and thirty-three species recognized, in¬ 
stead of forty-three) is far greater than that at Gray's 
disposal, and the character of the work done by tho 
younger author is far higher. 

The classification adopted by Boulenger agrees in 
many respects with that of Professor Cope; but some 
of the families and genera adopted by the latter are 
here given lower rank. Tbe commonly accepted rules 
of zoological nomenclature are carefully followed by 
Mr. Boulenger, who evidently does not consider his 
own whims or prejudices, or even the traditions of 
the British museum, as forming a law higher than the 
law of priority. 

Among the changes of current nomenclature con¬ 
sidered necessary by Mr. Boulenger, we may note the 
substitution of the generic name‘Molge Merrem ' 
for the later * Diemyctylus ’ or ‘ Notophthalmus,' for 
our common red or green newt or * evet;' of * Cryp- 
tobranchus Leuckart' for the * hellbender,' instead 
of the later * Menopoma;' and of the name * Necturus 
maculatus Raf.’ for the * mud-puppy,' instead of 
1 Menobranchus ’ or * Necturus lateralis.' 

An instructive discussion is given of the geograph¬ 
ical distribution of the Batraehia, the geographical 
divisions with that group coinciding very closely 
with those recognized In the distribution of the fresh¬ 
water fishes. 

— The Society of naturalists of the eastern United 
States will hold Its second meeting at Columbia col¬ 
lege, New-York City, Dec* 27, at ten a.m. 

— Gen. Richard D. Cutts, first assistant superin¬ 
tendent of the U. S. coast-survey, died at Washing¬ 
ton, Dec. 13, at the age of sixty-six. Gen. Cutts 
was born in Washington, and was connected with 
the coast^survey the greater part of his life. During- 
the war he served on the staff of Gen. Halleck. 

— On the 26th and 26th of October, there fell at 
Hilo, Hawaii, 17/V*u inches of rain in twenty-two 
hours, by rain-gauge. 

— The December number of Van 1 Vosfrand’s engrl- 
neeriny magazine contains an announcement, that, 
as the publication of the magazine MU continually 
entailed a loss, the magazine will not be continued 
after the coming year, unless an increased support- 
c should justify it.»That a magazine of such great 
merit should succeed is most heartily to be wished. 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1883. 

THE CHIEF SIGNAL-OFFICER'S 
HE FORT. 

Tub report proper of the chief signal-officer 
of the army for the year ending June 30, 1883, 
has been published iu advance of the complete 
volume, which will contain the usual appen¬ 
dices. When compared with those of previous 
years, it presents a marked and most gratifying 
contrast. The useless and tiresome repetition 
of much that has appeared regularly since the 
organization of the service is no longer in¬ 
dulged in; and, in fact, the present report is 
brief, fresh, and vigorous. It is pleasant to 
see, that, among the various topics discussed, 
the first place is given to Instruction in 
* meteorology.’ Although somewhat crippled 
by lack of sufficient appropriation, this work 
has not been allowed to retrograde; and the 
encouraging fact is noted, that, out of a hundred 
aud seventy-two enlistments made during the 
past two 3 ’ears, fifty-three were college gradu¬ 
ates. 

Gen. Hazen argues ably and pointedly 
against the inadequate provision made by the 
last Congress. The separation of the signal- 
service from the array proper, as far as its 
support from the general appropriation goes, 
undoubtedly left the service in a worse condi¬ 
tion, even, than was intended by those who 
sought to reduce its expenditures. The result 
has been, that a number of stations have neces¬ 
sarily been closed, and much important work 
, of the weather bureau lias been suspended. It 
is certainly to be hoped that it may receive 
f inure generous treatment at the hands of the 
i present Congress. 

An interesting resume of the scientific work 
hf the weather bureau Is given, which indicates 
a opmmendable activity in that direction. One 
Imixirtantannounccmenta is* that a 
;pf thermometry Nts been adopted 



college observatory, but approaches more near¬ 
ly to that of the International bureau of weights 
and measures.” Another is, that keps have 
been taken to inaugurate in the immediate 
future a series of elaborate observations upon 
atiposphorie electricity. The continuation of 
the publication of 1 Professional papers' by 
members* of the scientific corps is noted, one 
of the most important of which is that on 
‘ Movements of the atmosphere,* by Professor 
Ferrel. ft is gratifying to observe throughout 
the report, that scientific meteorology is receiv¬ 
ing a recognition to a degree much greater than 
formerly. 

A brief history of the unfortunate Grecly 
expedition is presented, and the statement 
made that it is intended to apply lor an appro¬ 
priation to enable another relief expedition to 
be sent out iu 1884. 

The report covers twenty-two pages, instead 
of three or four times that number, as was the 
case in previous years; but, as a report of 
progress for the year, it is much more valuable 
than its predecessors. A similarly judicious 
treatment of the appendices and meteorological 
summaries, which will follow this report, would 
bring the whole into a much more useful and 
manageable form, aud would not be the least 
important of the many reforms introduced into 
the service by its present chief. 

ROM A LEA MlCnOI'TEliA. 

p 

Should the return of spring be early, and 
the winter just passed an open one, a rambler 
in the meadows of sou thy rn Louisiana is very 
likely, during the middle Of February, or per¬ 
haps even earlier, to have his attention drawn 
to carious little colonies of red and black 
grasshoppers. 

These are the young of Ronmlca microptera. 
Until this summer 1 never saw a living adult 
specimen of this handsome insect, and my ex¬ 
amination of it had been confined to a few 
individuals in alcohol. No sooner, however, 
btoTlr t&bttoghiy examined one of these little 
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red and black colonists, than it struck me that 
they must be the young of the great black 
grasshopper I had seen in spirit. This was 
subsequently confirmed for me through the 
kindness of Mr. L. (). Howard, of the Agricul¬ 
tural department at Wnshington. One day last 
March, during the first part of the month, 
while on one of my collecting excursions in 
this country, my way lay through an extensive 
cypress-swamp. The only good looting was 
along a low, straight embankment, that had 
been made by the earth thrown out to dig*a 
canal, to which it now formed the bank on one 
side. It was composed of a dry, black soil, 
upon which the new spring grasvS and the ear¬ 
lier plants had just commenced to make their 
appearance. It was here that I first came across 
a family, or brood rather (for no old ones arc 
to be found at this time of the year), of the 
young grasshoppers in question. They ex¬ 
tended obliquely across my path in nearly a 
straight line, about half a yard in length, and 
from three or four to a dozen or more indi¬ 
viduals in width. Where small dry tw igs oc¬ 
curred, or blades of grass, in their course, the}' 
completely covered them, and'were so packed 
together that in some parts of the group they 
crowded each oilier a good deal. When first 
discovered, little or no activity among them 
was apparent; but no sooner did I commence 
to lay in a store of specimens than the sur¬ 
vivors of my attack immediately began to hop 
off in all directions, obliging me very soon to 
make single captures. At this stage of their 
growth, these insects are about of the same 
size, having an average length of a centimetre ; 
their general color being a deep, shiny black. 
This is set oft* by fine lines of brilliant ver¬ 
milion, occurring at different places on tho 
O body. One strip extends mesiad, the entire 
length of the dorsal aspect, from a point be¬ 
tween the antennae to the posterior extremity 
of the abdomen ; another bounds, on either 
side for a short distance, the hinder margin 
of the prothorax ; while the same is found 
behind the whole length of each of the hind- 
femora. The lower and posterior angle of 
the epicranium is also bordered by the same 
color as is its inferior margin in front, and a 
line that extends down from the eye on either 
side to join it. Finally we observe tbilt each 
abdominal ring is emarginated in the same 
way, along the ridges of the pleurite portions, 
below the spiracles. At this age the antennae 
are half as long as the body, 

A few weeks later, when they are about 
double the size l have just described, fra begin 
t6 observe in these collections, which are ap¬ 


parently all of the same crop, some specimens 
considerably larger than the general run. 
These may be females, but this I cannot posi¬ 
tively assert: though, as lhe insect glows, these 
laiger ones maintain their size over the oth¬ 
ers; and later in tho year we find them to be 
females, notwithstanding the sexes at these 
times seem to be pretty equally divided in 
numbers. 

In the middle of June, a field in the vicinity 
of New Orleans, where the grass had grown to 
be about waist-high, was covered in 0119 or two 
places of no great extent with these grass¬ 
hoppers. They now ranged from four to five 
centimetres in length, and could be seen at sev¬ 
eral hundred feet distance. Other varieties of 
plants were covered with them ; but 1 found 
none on the ground, unless they were acci¬ 
dentally knocked downs or jumped down when 
one failed in his efforts to capture them. 

At these times they are very sluggish, 
emitting no sound or note that I ever heard, 
and do not seem to be feeding on the vegeta¬ 
tion upon which they congregate. Their col¬ 
ors are i*ow somewhat changed; and, though 
the black is as deep and shiny as ever, the red 
gradually fades to a biulliaut orange, and a 
small pair of dull black wings commences to 
make its appearance. 

In the country about New Orleans, Roroa- 
lea seems to attain its full growth some time 
in the early part of July. This is denoted 
by the general appearance and habits of the 
insect: certain parts of his cxoskelelon have 
become lirm and hard, and all his structures 
and organs bear ovideuee of maturity, They 
are no longer found in groups iu the meadows 
and forests, but dispersed, and occurring in 
all sorts of localities. Hundreds of them are 
found invading the cow-paths and roadways: 
others climb on fences and trees. Many still 
are yet observed, though now' usually singly, ou 
high grass and plant-stalks ; and these we may 
easily discern at a long distance in the open 
fields. Even our houses are not altogether 
exempt, at this season, from this black-mailed 
vagrant. Mauy are killed by being trodden 
upon, or accidentally crushed in ether ways ; 
for they are slow to get out of one's road, and 
disinclined to jump much, — a feat in which 
the males, from their lighter weight, far exceed 
the larger and heavier females. 

It is about this time of the year that tve 
first begin to notice any thing approaching m* 
affaire d* amour on the part of this now truly 
handsome insect. We wow sec many couples 
apparently regardless of those whobelK>ldtUely 
awkward and highly fantastic addresses. The 
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only sound that I have ever heard this grass¬ 
hopper give vent to, is now indulged in by the 
male. It consists simply of a series of pecul¬ 
iar hisses (this word expresses it better than 
any thing else), and is only heard when we 
seize and handle one of them, or during their 
mating. The sound seems to be produced 
largely by the wings ; for these members are 
elevated at this time, as I have si town them in 
my plftte, where the male exhibits his beautiful 
hind-wings, — a relief to his otherwise sombre 
tints that is only to be experienced on such 
occasions. 

I am of the impression that Roinaloa does 
not confine itself to any particular diet, but is 
rather a general feeder, choosing such plants 
as happen to fall in its way. Some of them, 
that 1 kept alive for several days in a large box, 
fed upon almost any thing in the shape of vege¬ 
table growth that I offered them. 

This view seems to be sustained by the report 
of Mr. L. 0. Howard, who saw them in August 
in immense numbers in the rice-fields about the 
city of Savannah ; *■ yet t hey seemed to do little 
damage to the rice.* 1 

This observer tells us in the same report, 
that they are known in that locality among the 
people as the * lubber grasshopper,* whereas, 
throughout this section of the country, they are 
called by every one the 4 devil-horse/ Por- 
1 haps, if at one of their grand councils they 
bad a choice in the matter, it would be hard 
for them to decide which was the prettier name, 
and no doubt they would vote unanimously to 
select somo other one. 

It has never been my fortune to find exam¬ 
ples of the black variety of the female in south¬ 
ern Louisiana, as observed by entomologists 
elsewhere, 5 * 

On the 28th of last July, while engaged in 
looking for a specimen of tile prothonotarv war¬ 
bler, which I had just brought down with my 
cane-gun from a magnolia under which I stood, 
my attention was attracted by a large female 
Roma lea, with part of her abdomen buried in 
the ground, and evidently in the act of deposit- 
zing her eggs. A chapter in the history of this 
insect at' once flashed across my miud ; and, in 
my undue eagerness, I removed her at once 
than the little excavation she was in on the 
ground; but the most careful search afterw ards 
was not rewarded by the discovery of a single 
Cgg. However, the satisfaction was afforded 
/the, at the subsequent post mortem of the 
apedmen in question, of finding her ovaries 
contahiing upwards of fifty bright-yellow, spin- 
4l^4wped eggs, end) About * centimetre long, * 

* tiSqport wnmlae. atfto., *. MS. ‘ JtM **». 


This circumstance convinced me that Roma¬ 
ics nucroptcra deposits its eggs in the ground ; 
and from that time I did not allow an oppor¬ 
tunity to slip in searching for them. My 
interest in this matter was only increased by 
receiving a letter, a few days afterwards, from 
Mr. Howard, in wldch he informed mo that it 
was not known where this grasshopper laid its 
eggs. I tun sorry to say that 1 have not 
had the opportunity to examine the re|X)rtg 
made by Glower upon this insect, in the report 
(ff the Department of agriculture for 1872, 
kindly galled to my attention by my correspond¬ 
ent, nor the mention made of it in Ashmead’s 
‘Orange insects/ also referred to by him/ 

My search was, however, afterward reward¬ 
ed ; for on the 15th of August, while passing 
through a long, flat meadow a few miles from 
New Orleans, I came, at one end of it, to a lit¬ 
tle low mourn! about ten yards in extent, com¬ 
posed of a dry black earth, that was cracked 
and fissured in many directions by a sun that 
streams t own here almost as mercilessly hh in 
the tropics. Many tall weeds and grasses 
surrounded t.hi% miniature hillock, and others 
grew upon it. 

Korn a lea had made this elevation its head¬ 
quarters, and it was at the same time a rendez¬ 
vous for many couples who had apparently 
postponed their honeymoons. The importance 
of the occasion was evident; for there was not 
a male on the ground, to say nothing of the 
majority who were perched up in the weeds, 
but was strutting about in the most business* 
like manner, or trying to do so on their perches 
in the latter Whatever part of the entertain¬ 
ment these sal fie gentlemen entered into, they 
constantly kept up n very audible buzzing 
racket with their wings, which they elevated 
and lowered at few seconds' intervals, show-* 
ing the inferior carmine pair each time they 
did so, with telling effect. At these times 
they assume the position in which 1 have drawn 
one in the plate, walking about in a stilted 
manner, but bearing, withal, a dignified mien, 
rattling their wings, and paying their court to 
the quieter and more sedate opposite sex. 

Some of the females kept apart, and bore 
the appearance of being dejected, tired of the 
gayeties of the season, and otherwise bored by 
the proceedings that were going on everywhere 
about them. It was the sight of these satiated 
dames that soon brought the thought to my 

4 X have *lnr« ascertained (hut Mr. Chari tm Tt. Dodge*, of ill* 
Agricultural department of Wnrtiltiifton, him raised the young of 
Romitlea from that were laid by apeahmm# ho Itept to 

conrtht ment. He published hi# obaervatfcm* In the Rural Gqro* 
U#1 *m (April, 1«74, p, S63, vol, no. vJ*.), Charleston. S.C. ; *n4 
aiVWoently in the #UUl andfowt <». mt, p, 100), Waafr. 
togtofr' D.O. • 
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mind, that perhaps they laid their eggs here 
too; and acting immediately upon this, as 
well as the suggestive fissures in their camp¬ 
ing-ground caused by the sun, I proceeded to 
investigate those likely places in which they 
might deposit tfteir ovicular treasures. These 
rents presented every stage of being filled in 
from one cause or another; and I had hardl^ 
“Commenced to scratch out the earth from one 
that was partially in this condition, Ilian 1 
came across masses of their eggs# They were 
not easily observed at first, as I turned then* 
out with the stick J used in searching for 
them, from the fact that, they resembled*lumps 
of earth, as this substance adhered to their 
entire surface, either dusted over, or in little 
fragments, which latter rendered the resem¬ 
blance still more deceptive. My plate repre¬ 
sents one of these masses, that has been well 
cleaned off, in the lower right-hand corner 
(marked A). J have font before me that were 
collected at the time of my observations, and 
one of these is that figured in the plate. 

The first of these masses that I pick up con¬ 
tains about thirty-five eggs, of a like size and 
shape to those removed from the body of a 
female several weeks before. They are in one 
rather irregular layer, being placed roughly 
parallel to each other, and entirely incased by 
the jxjllets of earth that have adhered to the 
mass. No true egg-pod was observed to en¬ 
close them ; but, judging from the way in which 
the eggs of other large grasshoppers arc laid, 
no doubt further observations will prove its 
existence. The eggs of this lot are all sound, 
and in an apparently safe condition till the time 
of hatching, as they were several inches below 
the surface of the ground. In the next collec¬ 
tion the mass is of a circular form, with the 
Vggs arranged pretty much as wc found them in 
tile first lot. Here, however, they are quite 
distinct, being simply dusted over with a little 
earth ; and I find several of them have been 
opened at the sides, and their contents re¬ 
moved, apparently by ants or other insects. 
The two remaining masses are essentially of 
the same description as those we have just tie- 
scribed, One is a little different in shape, being 
oblong instead of circular. This form may have 
been forced upon it from the narrowness*of the 
fissure in which the eggs of this lot were laid. 
Of these four deposits, we may say that they 
contain an average of thirty eggs apiece ; and 
this statement, no doubt, will be very nea cr the 
correct oik? for the fisual number found in £u<& 
mooses. , ’ * . 

Examining one of thefei tinder a two- 
inch o^ectiVe, we fihd it fcomi^wfd ^*h opter 


coat, brown in color, fibrous in texture, and 
about 0.1 of a millimetre in thickness. The^ 
little fibres are placed side by side, and vertical 
to the surface of the egg. - This coat fractures 
off in small pieces quite easily, arid, in so doing, 
exposes the thin membranous and transparent 
inner coat, which allows one to see through it 
the amber-colored contents of the egg proper, 
which are of a viscid character and of about ihe 
consistency of old olive-oil. 

This was the only occasion upon which I 
ever succeeded in finding any of the eggs of 
this grasshopper; and I am unable at the pres¬ 
ent writing to say how many times they de¬ 
posit during a season, or how often Homalea 
moults during the same period. 

It w as my intention, when I commenced this 
paper, to enter to some extent upon the anat¬ 
omy of this insect; but the idea was eventually 
abandoned from the fact that the anatom}’ of 
locusts and grasshoppers has been very ably 
and extensively worked up by many entomolo¬ 
gists : so, to enter upon tills subject at all in the 
present case w ould entail a mi note study of 
details and comparisons that would result in 
carrying my paper much beyond its intended 
limits. Then, too, so far as the external ap¬ 
pearance of Homalea is concerned, I have made 
every effort to convey a correct idea in my 
plate, both of the'male and'the female; and 
this work has been most carefully and beauti¬ 
fully reproduced by my engravers, Messrs. T« 
Sinclair and Son of Philadelphia, — a firm to, 
whom out* scientific men are under so many, 
obligations for faithful reproductions of their 
work. This sketch, in its present form, then, 
is offered to the readers of Science as a con¬ 
tribution to the life-history of Homalea rnicrop- 
tera; and it is hoped that in it at least a few 
facts will be discovered that will prove of 
interest to entomologists. 

H. W. Shujfeujt, 

Captain Medical corps 1 U*S.A* 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
GEODETIC COMMISSION IN RELA tlON 
TO THE UNIFICATION OF LONGI¬ 
TUDES AND OF TIME . 

Tug seventh general conference of the In¬ 
ternational geodetic association held, at Rome, 
and at which representatives of Great Eritatn, 
togethev with the directors of the principal 
astronomical and nautical almanacs and * 
delegate from the .Coast and g&d&ti# [ 
of the, * Ufitted • States, have • token part,,-' 
•having deliberal^d upon the 
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meridian, and upon the unification of time by 
the adoption of a universal time, has agreed 
upon the following resolutions : — 

l 6 * The unification of longitude and of time 
is desirable as much in the interest of the sci¬ 
ences as in that of navigation, of commerce, 
and of international communications. The 
scientific ^atid practical utility of this reform 
far outweighs the sacrifice of labor and the 
difficulties of re-arrangement which it would 
entail. It should, then, be recommended to the 
governments of all the interested states to be 
organised and confirmed by an international 
convention, to the end that hereafter one and 
the same system of longitudes should bo em¬ 
ployed in all institutes and geodetic bureaus, for 
general geographic and hydrographic charts, 
as well as in astronomical and nautical alma¬ 
nacs, with the exception of those made to pre¬ 
serve a local meridian ; as, for instance, the 
almanacs for transits, or those which are needed 
to indicate the local time, such as the estab¬ 
lishment of the port, etc. 

2°. Notwithstanding the great advantages 
which the general introduction of the decimal 
division of a quarter of the circle in the ex¬ 
pressions of the geographical and geodetic 
co-ordinates and in the corresponding time- 
expressions is destined to realize for the 
sciences and their applications, it Is proper, 
through considerations eminently practical, to 
pass it by in considering the great measure of 
uuific&tion proposed in the first resolution. 

However, with a view to give satisfaction at 
the same time to very serious scientific con¬ 
siderations, the conference recommends, on this 
occasion, the extension, foy-the multiplication 
and perfection of the necessary tables, of the 
application of the decimal division of the 
quadrant; at least, for the great operations of 
numerical calculations for which it presents in- 
ec^testable advantages, even if it is wished to 
preserve the old sexagesimal division for the 
observations, for charts, navigation, etc. 

\ 8°. The conference proposes to governments 
to select fbr the initial meridian that of Green¬ 
wich, defined by a point midway between the 
two pillars of the meridian instrument of the 
" observatory of Greenwich; for the reason that 
that meridian fulfils, a* a point of departure 
>, for lougitudes, all the conditions wished for 
.^■J^sMenee, ami because, being at present fciio 
test Itnown of all, it offers the most chances of 

, ft la suitable to ccnmt the longitudes* 

*om ,tte meridian of Greenwich, in 

• The confcrenoe recognises fat • 


scientific wants, and for the internal service in 
the great administrations of routes of com¬ 
munication,—such as the railways, steamship¬ 
lines, telegraphic and post routes,—the utility 
of adopting a universal time, along with local 
or national time, which will continue necessa¬ 
rily to be employed in civil life. 

* 6°. The conference recommends as the point 
of departure of universal time and of cosmo¬ 
politan dates the mean noon of Greenwich, 
which coincgles with the instant of midnight 
pr with the commencement of the civil day, 
under the meridian situated twelve hours, or 
a hundred and eighty degrees, from Green¬ 
wich. 

It is agreed to count the universal time from 
0 hour to 21 hours. 

7°. It is desirable that the states which, with 
a view to adhere to the unification of longi¬ 
tudes and of time, find it- necessary to change 
their meridians, shouId introduce the new sys¬ 
tem of longitudes and of hours as soon as 
possible. 

It is equally advisable that the? new system 
should be introduced without delay in teach- 
ing. 

8°. The conference 1 lopes, that, if the entire 
world agrees upon the unification of longitudes 
and of hours by accepting the meridian of 
Greenwich as the point of departure, Great 
Britain would find in tins fact an additional 
motive to make, on its part, a new step in 
favor of the unification of weights and meas¬ 
ures by adhering to the Convention dit mitre 
of the 20th of May, 1875. 

9°, These resolutions will be brought to the 
knowledge of the governments, and recom¬ 
mended to their favorable consideration, with 
an expression of a hope that an international 
convention — such as the government of the 
United States has proposed—for confirming 
the unification of longitudes and of time should 
be decided upon as soon as possible. 


ORIGIN OF THE MESODERM. 

The origin and composition of the mesoderm 
has been the subject of perhaps more discus¬ 
sion than any other single point in the whole 
range of embryology. Observers have given 
the most conflicting statements, for the most 
* part due to incomplete observations ; but now 
w$ are at last in a position to eliminate many 
of thc false descriptions and to harmonise 
fairly well those wo must regard as correct, 
v The first important advance was acoom* 
pUshed by His, who made the fundamental dfa* ■ 
<#>v**y ttefc fhe mesoderm fa not homogeneous. 
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but double, in its origin. The ectoderm, ento¬ 
derm, and part of the mesoderm, he distin¬ 
guished under the common nameof ‘ archiblast,’ 
from that portion of the mesoderm which is 
related to the conncctive-lissuo group (connec¬ 
tive tissue projKir and endothelia), and which 
he supposed to grow from the yolk (In the chick) 
ip to the archil) lustic tissue or cells, which, 
from the first, are constituent elements of the 
embryo. His maintained that the parablast* 
cells were derived from the white elements of 
the yolk, but in that respeot he is believed tp 
be in error; nevertheless to His belongs the 
great honor of having first insisted upon the 
duplex development of the middle germ-layer. 
This knowledge is the key to the solution of 
one of the fundamental problems of animal 
morphology. 

The researches of Professor His have been 
confined lo vertebrates. One cannot but feel 
that his views would have been modified in 
many details, if he bad included the lower types, 
also, in his investigations. The discoveries of 
others, however, have gradually made it clear 
that among invertebrates, also, the twofold 
com|>ositiou of the meaoderm exists. The path 
to this generalization may be said to have 
opened out upon the announcement by Alex¬ 
ander Agassiz that in echinoderms the lining 
of the body-cavity and water-vascular system 
is derived from the entoderm. Selenka and 
others have since shown that the test of the 
mesoderm is derived from scattered and isolated 
cells, which arc thrown off from the other layers 
into the space between the ectoderm and ento¬ 
derm. It was thus clearly shown that in this 
class of animals the mesoderm primitively 
consists of two epithelial evaginations and of 
scattered and independent cells of amoeboid 
character. The fundamental importance and 
\he far-reaching significance of this discovery 
were unfortunately not appreciated at the time. 

For several years past I have been accumu¬ 
lating materials for a work on ‘Comparative 
histology,* and have meanwhile directed my at¬ 
tention chiefly to the classification and genesis 
of tissues. These preliminary studies led me 
to various conclusions, among which was the 
conviction that amoeboid cells were the primi¬ 
tive representatives of the mesoderm, and that 
from them was derived a large part of the 
meeodermic tisanes. This view I published ii> 
1879 ; 1 but the article has, so far as l am aware, 
been entirely overlooked by subsequent writers, 
and I therefore venture to call especial atten- 
tion to it now, as the opinion I then advocated 

rnmZZi^ mri —** of u “*' to * c “ 
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has since become a current embryological gen¬ 
eralization. To the cells I gave the name of 
‘ mesamoeboids. * 

The investigations of Hatschek, whose bril¬ 
liant discoveries have not yet received their 
deserved recognition, have revealed that In 
Bvyozoa, Molluscs, Annelida, ami Araphiosus, 
the mesoderm arises, 1, from cells, such as 
we have seen ma} T be classed under the head 
of mesamoeboids; 2, from two paired masses 
of cells, his * mesodermstreifen/ whose origin 
from the entoderm is rendered probable in all 
cases, and certain in some, by known charac¬ 
teristics. These stripes either have from the 
first, or soon acquire, a distinctly^ epithelial 
structure. Hatschek appears to have recog¬ 
nized the bearing of his observations nearly as 
we conceive it now; aud to him, I think, we 
should accord the honor of having first clearly 
and definitely recognized the dual histogenesis 
of the mesoderm. 

F. M. Balfour, in his writings, particularly 
in his ‘ Treatise on comparative embryology/ 
made the next important step by pointing out 
that the vertebrate mesoderm probably arose as 
a pair of diverticula from the gastrula cavity ; 
and he gave a new meaning to, and justification 
of, this theory, by insisting upon the homology 
between the blastopore of the lebthyopeidaand 
the primitive streak of the Amniota ; for from 
the walls of the former, as well as from the sub¬ 
stance of the latter, the paired outgrowths Of 
the middle layer arise. The deficienc}' in Bal¬ 
four's presentation of the subject lies in his 
failure to recognize the importance of the raes- 
amoeboids. 

The brothers Hertwig have published a series 
of contributions to the solution of the problem, 
and have embodied their general results In an 
article entitled the ‘ Coelomtheorie/ As we 
have shown, their predecessors had pretty well 
established the necessity of regarding the mesa* 
derm as consisting of two parts, — jflrsf, ihe 
paired epithelial portion derived from the en-, 
toderm, forming the lining of the body-cavity, 
and giving origin to the peritoneum, imisele- 
plates, genital glands, etc.; secondly, scattered 
cells, giving origin to the connective tissue, 
the endothelia, vessels of the 1 circulation, the 
blood, and lymph. These conclusions, how¬ 
ever, had never been systematically collated 
and coherently presented. The brothers ftert- 
wi£ performed this task with characteristic 
ability and success. Guided by their own if&* 
portent original researches on sevon^t ahtni4 
types, and utilising the results of others, they 
succeeded in demonstrating the prevalance tff 
the same composition of the 
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majority of animals. Their own most impor¬ 
tant addition to our knowledge appears to me 
to be tlieir analysis of the morphology of mus¬ 
cular tissue^ by which, they removed the most 
important difficulty against the final acceptance 
of the generalization. While we thus recognize 
the great services rendered by the brothers 
Hertwig, we are Impelled also to express our 
regret that they have not been more generous 
in their acknowledgment of the achievements 
of previous investigators ; for their theory was 
mainly the result of a judicious combination of 
wbttt had been before published. To them 
belongs the merit of ripening the fruit which 
was already formed. 

To the mesa moe bo id portion of the meso¬ 
derm the Hertwigs gave the very appropriate 
name of 4 mesenchymal For the epithelial por¬ 
tion no satisfactory name has yet come into use : 
therefore I venture to propose 4 raesothelium.’ 

In applying this generalization which we 
have been considering to vertebrates, difficul¬ 
ties and objections were encountered. To set 
these aside. Professor Oscar Ilertwig has pub¬ 
lished two special researches, the second of 
winch appeared recently, aud is reproduced in 
abstract below. 

In this review, only a few salient points of 
the history of this most important of recent 
embryologieat discoveries are given ; but I can¬ 
not close without a strong expression of iny 
regret at being unable to notice many valuable 
contributions to the subject, —a pleasure which 
the limited space at my disposal compels me to 
unwillingly forego. 


In continuation of the extended researches on the 
origin of the mesoderm previously given to the world 
l>y his brother and himself, Oscar Hertwig now pub¬ 
lishes .the results of Ids investigations on the de¬ 
velopment of the middle layer in the frog, adding a 
discussion of its origin in other vertebrates. The early 
stages In the frog are described with great minuteness, 
and with far less conclsipn and directness than we 
should have anticipated in any of Professor Hurt wig's 
writings. 

The essential points brought forward are the fol¬ 
lowing. in the first stage, while the blastopore still 
. Appears as a round white spot, the primitive dam 
(uniarm) has the well-known form. Its inferior and 
lateral boundaries are the cells pf the entoderm; but 
vOJopgthsAorsat Hue the ceils offer a different histo- 
loglcsl character, being pigmented, and consisting of 
Ifcw® orfoprrows of amalicelku In Triton, however, 

7voirbAgli cylinder cells. This dorsal 
the sralaf/s pi the notochord, and Is 
* idmida^ntokhiat. 1 Around the # 
Jbtastopom them*toderra U aiready pmcn^ forming 
runotng forward mk lateral mass 


on either side, and a median division lying below the 
blastopore. Around the edges of the blastopore all the 
layers are united; throughout the remainder of its 
extent the mesoderm Is separated by a narrow space 
from both ectoderm and entoderm. The mesoderm 
and the ehorda-entoblast are both histologically simi¬ 
lar to the ectoderm; and Hertwig, on that account, 
believes they are both derived from the outer germ- 
layer. (This conclusion we think is founded upon 
an insufficient basis.) 

In the next stage the blastopore remains merely as 
a white point, mud the medullary folds and median 
dorsal furrow appear. The notochord Is developed 
uiftder the dorsal furrow as a thickening of the median 
portion the chorda-entobla^t, which butts against 
the ectoderm, so tlmfthe mesoderm is excluded from 
the axial line. Ultimately the lateral portion of the 
chorda-en lob last enters into the formation of the In¬ 
testinal wall; hut In Triton the whole of this peculiar 
band is changed into the chorda, which, being formed 
by an invagination, exhibits a slit in transverse sec¬ 
tions of early stages. No such slit is seen in frogs. 
There b a fold formed at the lateral junction of the 
ehorda-entoblast with the rest of the enfcoblasfc; and 
along that fold the entoderm is fused, without demar¬ 
cation, with the mesoderm. Around the blastopore 
the three layers still present essentially the same ar¬ 
rangement as before; the mesoderm 1ms grown out 
around the whole ovum, except a small area on the 
ventral side, where the ectoderm and entoderm (yolk) 
are In immediate contact. 

In the next stage, when the whole length of the 
broad medullary groove is clearly marked out, and 
indeed in later stages also, the absolute independence 
of the notochord of the mesoderm, and its devel¬ 
opment out of and gradual separation from the 
ehorda-entoblast, are to be clearly recognized (see the 
accompanying figure). In the region of the blasto¬ 
pore, where the mesoblast is continuous with the 
other layers, there are two projecting lips, on one side 
formed by the entoderm proper, on the other by the 
ehorda-entoblast. These lips enclose a fissure be¬ 
tween them, which is a small evaglnatlori of the en¬ 
teric cavity into the mesoderm. • 



Frontal section through a frog ovum In which the medullary 
ridge* have begun to appear. Ent, entoderm; me, ehorda-en* 
tobhwt; <jA, notochord; me, meaoderm; ec t ectoderm; jV, nor- 
vojae eyetem. 


In a later stage the onus Is developed behind the 
btadtoporeas a simple ectodermal invagination, the 
bottom wall of which breaks through. No such re¬ 
lations between the gonn-layers have been found here# 
or elsewhere, as around the blastopore. 

Tfc* points, then, of special importance, brought opt 
by Hertwig^are, l 0 , the existence of the median dorsal 
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band of cdl*, the chorda-entoblast, entering into the 
formation of the entodermrc wall, but resembling 
Ip character the ectodermal cells; 2°, the develop¬ 
ment of the mesoderm as a paired outgrowth from 
the blastopore. In part second of his paper, Her twig 
reviews the published Investigations on the embryol¬ 
ogy of other classes of vertebrates. He accepts the 
homology of the primitive streak in Amniota with 
the blastopore. He is fairly successful in proving the 
same relations of the germ-layers to exist in all ver¬ 
tebrates. He also discusses the various objections 
advanced against the coelomtheorty, according to 
which the mesoderm is an epithelial layer, booming 
the body-cavity. He draws from his observations 
and arguments the following conclusion#: I. The 
mcsoblast grows as a continuous mass from acknowl¬ 
edged epithelial layers; 2, In all vertebrates there 
early appears a fissure in the mesoderm, limited pa- 
riot ally and vhocrally by epithelium, as can be espe¬ 
cially well seen in elasniobranch embryos; 3. From 
Uii* epithelium are derived true epithelial membrane* 
In the adult, from which are developed the perito¬ 
neum, kidneys, sexual glands, etc.; 4. The primitive 
mode of origin of the mesoderm is probably that de¬ 
scribed by Kowalovsky and Hatsehek in Amphioxus, 
— an invagination of an epithelial membrane (en¬ 
toderm J; 5. Jn the true vertebrates the mesoderm 
grow* out as a solid mass, in which the fissure ap¬ 
pears later. This must be regarded as a secondary 
modification, for we frequently find hollow' organ* 
making their first appearance as solid- anlagen ; e.g., 
the central nervous system of teleosts, many sense- 
organs, and most glands. These considerations load 
collectively to the final conclusion that the nieso- 
dertnic plate* are morphologically epithelial e vagi na¬ 
tions homologous with those of the invertebrates. 

Chablkb ISkdowick Minot. 


ACOUSTIC ROTATION APPARATUS . 

In a recent number of the Zeit»chrtft fur fruriru- 
menfenkimcte, Hr. V. Dvorak gives an account of the 
l varioustyrms of apparatus which 

have been devised to show attrac¬ 
tion or repulsion due to sound- 
wave*, or to gain a continuous 
rotation. 

Such experiment* require a 
good volume of sound for suc¬ 
cess. That this may be obtained, 
not on|y should the tuning-fork 
be in accord with the resonatnr- 
box on which it is placed (the 
most convenient form of sound¬ 
ing-body for the purpose), blit al¬ 
so the elastic system, consisting 
of tuning-fork and box, should be 
capable of vibrating In unison 
with the fork ami the Sir in the 
resonator. The three sounds are 
called the fdrk 9 the akr^ xttd the # 
In*order to gta "the J«*t, the resonator 
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#wt. t. 
wood tone. 


should be stuffed with cotton-wool, and a plece ot 
cork put between the prongs of the fork; then, by 
rapping on the top of the fork, the whole system 
I* vibrated very much as It would be by the up-and- 
down motions of the lower part of the fork whAu 
free. By cutting away the wall* of the resonator 
to make them thinner, the system may readily be 
brought to the right pitch. In most of the resoiw* 
tors in common use the wood tone is too low, owing 
to the wood being already too thin. 

The fork used by Hr. Dvorak was G; bavin# $82 
vibrations per second. It weighed 265 grams. As a 

resonator, ail ordinary 
pine box was Used, 
about 13.5 cm. long, 

11 cm. broad, and 10.8 
cm. high, lh one side 
a round hole was'cut, 
large enough to make 
the air tone of the 
right pitch. The wood 
was 8 turn, thick. 
From the top ami hot* 
tom It was shaved'oft 
for the purpose ex> 
plained above. The 
dimension* of the box 
were entirely acciden¬ 
tal, but proved to be 
good. 

By using an electro¬ 
magnet to keep the 
fork in eonlinuous vibration, the results are naturally 
more sure. The form of magnet which Mias proved 
•satisfactory is shown in %. l. K is the magnet, with 
a core made of iron plates. This magnet is p10*c4 
between the prongs of the fork, and Is held by the 
wooden arm a c, to the lower end of r which Is fas¬ 
tened the resonator A. At 
b the arm is bound to a firm 
support, so that the system 
of fork and resonator is 
perfectly free, 

The resonator-wheel (fig. 

2) is the first form of ro¬ 
tating apparatus described, 

Itconsists, as shown In the 
illustration, of four glass 
resonators on the four arms 
of a wheel. For a fork of 
892 vibrations, the spheres 
should be about 44 mm. In 
diameter, with openings 4 
mm. across. Rotation was 
obtained with the fork 40 
cm. away. 

A# a modification of tills 
wh«$l, a rotating resonator 

(fig. 3) maybe made of a .. 

flat cylindrical ■pasteboard 
*tde-bpeniug*, each ending in a 

iktbread,^*^! 
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c«a bfi eksily put in rotation ; i U a needle to rest in 
a hole in a piece of lead, to prevent oscillation. Tbe 
dimension s^Wen are; a ft, 70 mra.; ft c, Sti mm.; df y 
JP mm; The tubing openings wete 8 mm. long and 
,6 mm. In diameter. 

The‘sound-radiometer (tig. 4) is readily made. 
In cardboard about 8 mm. thick, holes are punched 
Tat intervals of fi f mm. with the punch of the form 
shown at A< When prepared in this way, the card¬ 
board will be repelled if presented to the resonator 
with the small ends of the holes toward it, and at¬ 
tracted when reversed. To make these effects more 
marked, the punch and die shown at B and C may be 
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used on moistened cardboard to form 
conical holes with cylindrical ends. 

The conical holes alone show no 
affects. By arranging the pieces of 
pasteboard as in D, or better as in 
JS t a rapid rotation may be obtained. 

The apparatus shown in tig. 5 is Jhci. 4. 

called a sound-wind-mill. A Helm- 
holts resonator, a 6, is placed before the opening 
of the box-resonator. Out of the smaller end, a, 
a stream of air wili be blown when the fork is vi¬ 
brated, and its existence shown by the rotation of 
the windmill, h k. The dimensions of the Helm- 
holt* resonator for G are : diameter, 80 ram, ; the 
opening at ft, 16 ram. ; at a, 2 mm. This last is very 
important. It seems odd that the resonator with 
two openings may be replaced by such as shown at 
$ With only one. The opening may face in any di¬ 
rection, provided the,windmiil ife suitably placed, and 
still the mlU will turn. When the opening is turned 
toward the resonator-box, the distance between the 



3.6 mm, across. The puffs of air coming from the 
opening l are vortex-rings, which may easily be 
shown by tilling the ball with smoke. 

By putting one of the wings of the sound-rad loom* 
ter before the box-resonator with the larger ends of 
the holes facing it and at a distance of 2 cm. from it, 
the mill may be made to rotate by the puffs of air com¬ 
ing through the holes, which should be numerous. 






ti may be as great as half a metre. The di- 
i the btfl ^eitnpbr^aht _ A suit* ■ 

' fcnd^ovetlkig theopenta* • 

yw*fc Sfcw* * 


A URORAL EXPERIMENTS IN LAPLAND. 

H». J. Rand Cap Ron gives a brief account (Tht 
obxervatdry, Sep*.) of Professor Lemstrora'a experi- 
• ments, quite similar to that 

which has already appeared in 

Scjkncr, He thinks that 

1‘rofessor Lems trumps conclu¬ 
sion, that the height of auro¬ 
ras “ has been generally over¬ 
estimated may probably open 
v if jg a lively discussion, as un- 
\ doubted]y his dictum will 

\jp that measurements of an 

Nl aurora on a long base must 

bo erroneous, as the observers 
never see the same aurora.’ ” He thinks, 
too, that the relation Professor Lera strom 
believes himself to have proved, between 
movements of atmospheric electricity and the 
‘variations of the magnetic elements/ may 
be only apparent. 

Mr. Capron believes that the experiments 
described did ” collect and make apparent to the eye a 
true auroral glow, its spectroscopic character being at 
the same time tested and defined by experienced ob¬ 
server*.” He adds, “ Yet one cannot help feeling 
something of regret that, if only for further assur¬ 
ance, the wave-length of some one line seen was not 
(as far as we ore aware) absolutely determined, on 
some occasions at least, and that the observations 
appear to rest only on a small instrument presumably 
without scale.” 

Mr. Capron’s article is important mainly for call¬ 
ing renewed attention to the phosphorescence, or 
fluorescence, theory of the principal (yellow-green) • 
line of the aurora spectrum. This theory, first 
proposed by Angstrdm, was advocated in the Phi- 
losophical magazine for April, 1876, by Mr. Capron, 
who ]s inclined to attribute the line to phospho¬ 
rescence, apparently on the following grounds: 1°. 
The ‘phosphorescent appearance’ of the aurora; 
2 °, The fact that phosphorescence is capable of giv¬ 
ing itjulte sharply defined spectfal lines, as shown 
by his observations with a phosphorescent vac¬ 
uum tube; 3°. The fact that the auroral Hue 
belong* to ‘the principal region of phosphores¬ 
cent Tight;* 4°. ‘The observed circumstance that 
the electric discharge has a phosphorescent after¬ 
glow/ 

mt; Capron observed, moreover, that, the auroral 
hwUte* in the region of a certain bright band in 
^e^^m nf a phosphoretted hydrogen flame, though - 
•somewhAt nearer the red end of the spectrum than to, 
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the brightest part of tills band, as shown iu the accom¬ 
panying figure. 

“In this diagram (of a normal spectrum), cUrve a 
[which Mr. Capron calls the phosphorescence curve] 
is deduced from the spectrum of phosplioretted hydro¬ 
gen, curve b from Professor Angstrom’s spectrum of 
the violet pole of air-vacuum tubes; a u is the princi¬ 
pal auroral Hne.” This figure Is apparently intended 


to represent the facts under ordinary laboratory con¬ 
ditions; but Mr. Capron states, that according to Le- 
coq de Boisbaudran, when the flame of phosplioretted 
hydrogen is artificially cooled, the bands of the spec¬ 
trum become intensified, and in such a way that the 
brightest portion of each band is shifted toward the 
red end of the spectrum. Mr. Capron appears to 
think, that, under the intense cold of the auroral re¬ 
gions, one of those hands might become tho line a w. 

K. H. Ham.. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


of 80° C. produces liquefaction of carbon dioxide. 
The actual proportion of limestones and dolomites to , 
the earth’s crust is about one-eighth, as I have shown 
by recent studies. This amount would yield, by the 
liberation of all its carbon dioxide, a pressure of 44W 
atmospheres. If wo consider the limestones and dol- 
omites formed since the period of the coal-measures# 
the proportion required to yield, on the liberation of 
its carbon dioxide, a pressure of 80 atmospheres, 
would be only a twenty - second 
(.04460) of all the posucarbonlferqus 
strata. The actual proportion is 
about one-eighth, as xor the whole 
stratified crust; and this yrould yield 
sufficient carbon dioxide to cause a 
pressure of 223.8 atmospheres. 

It is not credible that such amounts 
of carbon dioxide have ever existed 
in the atmosphere at one time. Dur¬ 
ing the larger part of the aeons of car¬ 
bonate formation, animal life has existed in great 
abundance upon the earth ; and this would have been 
impossible with 200 to 400 atmospheres of carbon di¬ 
oxide present. As the proportion of this gas in the 
existing atmosphere is only 4± parts in IOjOOO 1 by 
weight, 200 atmospheres of the gas would be 444,000 
times the present proportion. It is scarcely more 
credible that the pressure of 200 to 400 atmospheres 
would have been compatible’ with either vegetable or 
animal organization, so similar as It was fundamen¬ 
tally to modem organization. As this large amount 
of carbon dioxide cannot be supposed derived from 
the earth’s crust, It must have been derived from in¬ 
terplanetary space. This would imply /an addition to 
the earth-s mass of .0003806, which is about ^ # part 
of the present mass. 


Secular increase of the earth’s mass. 

The thoUghtful and suggestive researches of Kbel- 
mcn and T. Starry Hunt, on the chemical and geo¬ 
logical relations of the earth’s atmosphere } liave led 
me to some further deductions, which seem to in¬ 
crease. the Interest in this field of inquiry. The gen¬ 
eral tendency of these studies is to show that the 
chemical transformations in progress upon the earth 
involve tho fixation of a larger volume of atmos¬ 
pheric constituents than could probably have ever 
existed in the atmosphere at one time, and that they 
must consequently liave arrived from interplanetary 
space. 

1 . The carbonates. — II is generally agreed, as first 
shown by Hunt, that the carbonates of lime and 
magnesia have arisen chiefly through the interactions 
between carbon dioxide of the atmosphere, the decom¬ 
posing silicates of the earth’* crust, and the chloride 
of calcium of the ocean. The carbon dioxide has 
therefore been contributed by the atmosphere. To 
what does this contribution HiyountV We may as¬ 
sume, without material error, that the carbonates here 
in question are all calcium carbonate, with a specific 
gravity of 2.72i Then, the mean' pressure of the at¬ 
mosphere being about 14.7 pounds avoirdupois on a 
square Inch, a Utile calculation shows that an amount 
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere sufficient to 
double Its pressure would vield only 8.627 metres of 
limestone. An amount sufficient to cause a pressure 
of 80 atmospheres would suffice for the formation of 
limestones equal to only a fortieth (.02266) of the 
hundred thousand feet which, for this purpose, may 
be assumed as the thickness of the stratified robks. 
But a pressure of 80 atmospheres at a temperature 

t £46 « memoir by T. Starry Hutu iu ^w^r. jtearn. tc., May, 
18*0, where reference* are given to ourae/oat other publication*. 


2. The kaolinization of felspars. — Hunt hpa shown 

that the kaolinization of a layer of 61,66 metres of 
orthoclase, or its equivalent of quartzo-feispathtc 
rocks, would result in 23.7 metres of kaolins, and 
would use up to,333 kilograms of carbon dioxide per 
square metre of surface. This is the weight of the 
atmosphere. Now, the whole amount of felapatfcJo' 
decomposition during the sedimentary ages must 
much exceed 500 metres in vertical thickness of IcOo- 
linic deposits. But 500 metres of kaolins represent 
21 .t atmospheres of carbon dioxide; and, nssnmjhftg 1 
the mass of the atmosphere at t *4 (ran in relation'to , 
the earth, tho carbon dioxide fixed in the process#* of 
kaolinization would be .0000175820 of the 'total mas# 
of the earth. 1 . V v 

3. Decay of hornblende, pyroxene, and allying r-Ac^ 

cording to Hunt, the decay of 10$ metros of - such, 
minerals, or their equivalents in hornhlendlc and py* 
roxenie rocks, would yield carbon dioxide equal to 1 - 
atmosphere: heuCc, if the earth!# crystalline rooks 
have afforded 500 metres of hornblende and pyroxene, 
they must have fixed 48.387 atmospheres of carbon 
dioxide. This, in relation to the earth’s mass, is 
.0000403m ' V 

4. Conversion of ferrous into ferric oxide. As Ebei- 
men states, the conversion of 21,367 kilograms of fer¬ 
rous oxide into 23,750 kilograms of ferric oitde would 
consume the whole of the 2,376 kilograms of oxygon, 
in the atmosphere (more exactly, l.lxftatmoaphftrisV 
covering a square metre. If, then, we suppose^th* 
existence over the earth of 1,000 metres of sediments 
derived from the decay of crystalline rocks 

ing only one per cent of ferrous oxide* ■MsSto^K 
according to Hunt, 25,000 kilograms, thlft. ir Mflt 
times the amount requisite to fix. the 
1,007 atmosphere*; that Is, 10 metres offwric 
oxide represent Hie fixation of 1.050 atmospheres ,dftj 
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^tjxygen. This, in relation to the earth’s mass, is 
*0000009825,* 

5, Unoxidixed carbon, —*■This occurs not only In 
coal-beds, but iu pyrosehists and petroleum. We find 
that the oxidation of a layer of carbon 0.7123 metre 
in thickness would use up all the oxvgen in the at¬ 
mosphere. A layer 2.252 metres thick, and having a 

/ specific gravity of 1.25, if converted into carbon di¬ 
oxide, would exort a pressure of one atmosphere. 
This Would amount to 2,267,000 tons of 2,240 pounds 
each on a square mile, Mr. J. L. Mott calculates 
that the amount of unoxidized carbon per square mile 
cannot be leas, and is probably many times greater, 
than 3,000,000 tons. If we adopt this determination, 
it wi)j imply a depth of 0.082 metre, and the propor¬ 
tion of the earth’s mass will be .00000036318. This 
is the amount of carbon dioxide which must be de¬ 
composed to yield a layer of carbon over the earth 
only a trifle over three feet in thickness, while it is 
probable that the carbonaceous deposits of the earth’s 
crfcst exceed this. Now, it will hardly be maintained 
that the unfiotnbined carbon of the earth’s crust was 
derived from any other source than the atmosphere, 
-and mostly through the agency of vegetation. The 
earth’s atmosphere must therefore have contained all 
this amount of carbon dioxide. With the fixation of 
the carbon, the freed oxygen, it may be said, might 
have been employed, as far as it would go, in the 
formation of ferric oxide, whose demands upon the 
.atmosphere have just been computed; but, as it would 
only satisfy of those demands, it is hardly neces¬ 
sary to consider the question. 

6. Meteoric contributions. — If, as commonly as¬ 
sumed, 400,000,000 meteors enter our atmosphere 
'4aUy, an average weight of ten grains each would 
amount to a yearly addition of 98,170 tons. This, 
lit 100,000,000 years, would amount to .000000001542 
Of the earth’s mass, and would form a film .292, or 
nearly of an inch thick, having a density of 2.5. 1 

Gathering together these various contributions to 
the earth’s mass during 100,000,000 years, we have 
the following: — 


1. 00, ropro*<mU*d tty the carbonate* . . . .0003806 
' ii CO, fixed to hAolinl/.alion of foluptir* . . .0000175828 
3. CO* fixed In decay of hornblondle and au- 

gkifl rook*.0000403209 

‘ 4, 0 fixed to conversion of ferrous pxldu . . .0000008825 

5. OC, represented by uncombined carbon . .00000036318 

6. Meteoric contribution*.000000001642 

Aggregate.000439750722 


This is an addition of yfa to the earth’s mass; 
and, in the present state of knowledge, it does not 
appear.bn wlmt grounds assent can be withheld from 
the result, or some result of similar purport. It 
must be left With the astronomer to determine wlmt 
relatkmtbis increase may sustain to the moon’s ac- 
celerntlon lu its orbit and to other phenomena. It 
uif&y poted, however, that the remote secular reces¬ 
sion and retardationpf the moon, which G. H. Darwin 
has recently brought to view, would have been delayed 
by the cause here considered, and the time required 
for theattainment of the raodn’s present relations 
wpttld have been prolonged, but to what extent re- 
pritnB to : be determined. 

T^e fivMeuoe* disclosed by these recent researches, 
«€ tab Mow accession of gaseous and solid matters to 
possess a profound interest It would al- 
flWHit seem that the earth’s atmosphere is only so much 
hf thedntereosmlcai mixture pf gases and vapors as 
^eartfetomaas is capable of condensing around It, 

' *' 00t *’ * ** y ‘World. 


and that the proportions of these gases are determined 
separately, each by its own weight and elasticity and 
by its relative abundance in space; so that, as anyone 
becomes diminished by fixation in the planetary crust, 
new supplies arrive to keep the ratio constant. As 
under this view it is apparent that an atmosphere 
should be accumulated around the moon, even after 
the saturation of the pores of Its rocks, it may be 
said that the moon’s mass and volume are such that 
her atmosphere wduld possess only or, according 
to Nelson, w l o, the density of the earth’s atmosphere; 
and this degree of tenuity might reduce the lunar 
atmospheric refraction to the small value actually 
observed. • Ai.kxandkk Winchei-l. 

• 

Regulation of electromotive force. 

In one fif the articles — the first, I think — recently 
published in Science (ii. 642) upon the subject of the 
electric light on the U. S. fish-commission steamer 
Albatross, the writer tells us that the brilliancy of 
the Kdlson incandescent lamps Is kept constant, 
when other lamps upon the circuit are lighted or 
extinguished, by placing an adjustable resistance In 
the circuit of the field-magnets of the dynamo-electric 
machine, * whereby the internal and external resist¬ 
ances are balanced.’ 

The importance of the subject scarcely seems to 
warrant any more space being devoted to it than 
already has been. But the point that I bring up is not 
an immaterial one, such as whether the engine is on 
the port or the starboard Bide of the vessel: it is a 
question which involves interesting and important 
physical principles. 

The reason an adjustable resistance is required 
In the field-circuit of an Edison dynamo, in order 
to maintain a steady incandescence of the lamps, 
results from the fact that tho armature has some 
resistance. This resistance is quite small, to bo sure, 
but it has a considerable effect, nevertheless. 

In order that a multiple arc system should be per¬ 
fect, so that the dynamo or generator would re.ulre 
no adjustment or regulation when lamps were turned 
on or off the circuit, it would be necessary that this 
generator should liavo absolutely no resistance: for, 
if it were possible to reduce the internal resistance to 
zero, then there would be no fall of potential within 
the machine itself; that is, the fall nf potential w6ul<| 
all be in the external circuit, and the difference of 
potential between the poles of the generator would 
be equal to the total electromotive force of the cir¬ 
cuit. in that, case, alJ that is necessary is to keep * 
the electromotive force constant; ami then it follows, 
that any number of the lamps in the system may be 
lighted or put out without producing any fluctuation 
whatever in the light of the other lamps, because th£ 
incandescence of a given lamp depends only upon 
the electromotive force with which it is supplied. 
Now, we know that the electromotive force gener¬ 
ated by a dynamo Is constant., provided that the 
speed of rotation of its* armature, and the intensity of 
tnc field-magnetism, are kept constant. The arma- 
ture is maintained at a constant speed because it is 
driven by a steam-engine furnished with a governor, 
the function of which is to secure a constant speed; * 
aqd the field-magnets have a constant strength be¬ 
cause the current which excites them is constant, 
since T tbis current,dike the current in the lamps, to 
produced by an electromotive force, which, by hy¬ 
pothesis, U constant. 

Let us now consider the Case Where the resistance 
pi the armAtUre is not zero (to which, of course, It 

1 The speed would tomato constant, but the power requited 
would faefeue 'yhfa the number of lamp* to circuit. 
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nevercould be reduced), but is* Romo small fraction of 
an ohm (Bay, .2 ohm), and suppose that there is a 
single lamp of 140 ohms’ resistance in circuit, and 
that the electromotive force is 100 volts: then 

140 2 X ~ vo ^ H will he the fall of potential 

in the lamps, and only { volt in the armature. Hut 
suppose that there are 70 lamps of the same re¬ 
sistance (140 ohms) in circuit, instead of a single 
one: then the external resistance will be reduced to 

140 

^ rr. 2 ohms, and the fall of potential it) the lamps 

will only he ^ x h*) r; W>IV volts, and 0/, volt* in 

the armature. • 

Thus we see, that, when the number of lumps in cir¬ 
cuit Is increased from 1 to 70, the difference of poten¬ 
tial available in the lamps is decreased from Dfl'f to 
0Oj? volts, a reduction of almost one-tenth; in conse¬ 
quence of which the candle-power of the lamps would 
he lowered at least one-third, and probably one-half. 
Of course, variations in the brightness of the lamps 
of one* third, or one-tenth, or even oiie-t went let li, 
would not be pcrmissibl#: therefore, in order to 
maintain the required steadiness of the light, it is 
necessary to raise the electromotive force of the 
dynamo as more lamps are put on, ami to lower it 
as lamps are taken off. This is done by increasing 
or diminishing the strength of current in the circuit 
of the field-magnets by means <>f a resistance-box 
interposed in the circuit. This regulation of the 
electromotive force of dynamos by controlling the 
resistance of the field-circuit may be, and in fact lias 
been, made automatic; but up to the present time it, 
has more generally been done by hand. 

In what has gone before, I have said nothing 
about the resistance of the conductors which con¬ 
vey the current from the dynamo to the lamps. The 
effect of the resistance of any conductor which is 
common to two or more lamps — one of the main con¬ 
ductors, for example — is precisely the same as the 
effect of the resistance of the armature, which has 
been discussed above; but when a conductor supplies 
only a sfnpie lamp, thfen It does not have this effect. 
Of course there is a loss or fall of potential due to 
the resistance of the individual conducting-wires of 
each lamp; and of course the fall of potential in the 
lamp itself, and consequently Us brightness, are there¬ 
by reduced. But this resistance does not introduce 
any irregularity: its effect in diminishing the light 
of the lamps is constant. 

Let us suppose that a conductor having a resist¬ 
ance of 140 ohms feeds a single lamp of 1.4 ohms’ 
resistance: then the loss in this conductor will be 
1 % of the useful fall of potential. But suppose that 
we now put 10 more lamps in circuit: then the loss 
In the conductors will be increased to over 10%; and 
assuming the useful fall of potential to bo I on volts, 
with a single lamp in circuit, it will only be about 90 
vqlts witl» 11 lamps. The candle-power vf the first 
lamp would drop at least 25% or 30% when the other 
10 lamps were added. Thus it is, that, in a multiple 
arc system of electric lighting, any resistance which 
Is common to a number of lamps, Whether in the 
armature or t})e conductors, causes fluctuations in 
the light of the lamps when other lamps are put on 
or off; whereas the resistance of the individual con¬ 
ductors of each lamp produces a loss of potential 
which is a constant fraction of the total potential, 
but docs not Introduce any unsteadiness 
* F. B. Ckocker, 


Osteology of the cormorant 

With respect to Mr. Jeffries’ criticism (SCIENCE!, 
ii, 739) of my paper on cormorants, I beg to say that 
the occipital style of the cormorant is not an ossifica¬ 
tion In the tendon of any muscle ; that he is entirely 
wrong in his view of the homologies of Wliat I call a 
patella; and that, furthermore, I find myself misquot¬ 
ed more than once. K. W. SHUFEtDT. 

A dog plans and executes with reference to 
the future. 

Six weeks ago Prof. J, B. Thayer of thin place re¬ 
turned from Keo Heights, Dakota, bringing with 
him one of a litter of eight pups raised by a slut of 
the setter breed. The story which he relates to me 
of Ibis pup’s mother is, it appears to me, worthy of 
record. 

The good mother appears to have discharged her 
arduous duties as only a mother can, and arrived 
with her eight babes at the time when they should be 
weaned. At this juncture, judging frond the events 
reported to have followed, she seems to have con¬ 
ceived the idea that too many dogs were occupying 
the same claim, and that a distribution was desirable. 
Accordingly, she started one morning with three of 
her pups, and was observed by Miss Hqsa Cheney, 
tvo w of this place, running in the road toward their 
claim at a rate which made it impossible for the pupa 
to keep pace with her. The dwelling where she lived, 
and another shanty on the adjoining comer of an¬ 
other claim, are situated one mile and three-fourths 
from the dog’s homo. Tim mother readied the claims 
in advance of her babce, but no sooner had they ar* 
rived than she hurried on at her best pace. Miss 
Cheney reports that M the puppies came up all out of 
breath, and apparently too tired to continue; but the 
smallest of the three followed on.” Another claim 
was readied three-fourths of a mile beyond; and 
here Miss Cheney observed the mdtlier stop until her 
panting babe came up, when she immediately set off 
again. A quarter of a mile beyond the last claim, 
the mother was observed to make a third halt as 
before, and then to pass on beyond the range of vision, 
towards Ree Heights, with the puppy still following 
her. Two days later the persistent mother, with her 
more persistent babe, was observed coming back; an4 
Miss Cheney tells me that the little puppy appeared 
almost dead from fatigue. 

Some days later the dog led off two more of her 
pups, and succeeded in leaving them both; but In the 
mean time the t wo puppies left the first day were re¬ 
turned. A pup was also left at Professor Thayer’s 
claim, but was returned, and exchanged for another. 
Both Professor Thayer and Miss Cheney assure me 
that other efforts of the same kind were made by this 
dog, but with what results they are unablo to say. 

After the puppies had been distributed, they were 
not forgotten; for the old deg used often to go and 
play with them. Professor Thayer mentions one in¬ 
stance of her coming amhplaying with the puppy left 
at his claim until it was very tired, when she lay down 
by the side of it; but, after it had gone to sleep, she 
quietly walked to the opposite side of the house, and 
then hurried away in the opposite direction from 
home for a distance of about forty rods, when! she 
turned and went directly there, thus showing quite ,1, 
clearly that the thought of distributing her puppies 
was still uppermost in her mind. 

What events may have awakened this desire op the . 
part of the mother, or what reasons she had'for her ' 
acts, we do not know ; but in her own inlnd l h^e ' 
no doubt the case was urgent and the way ok««^:tt ' : ' : 
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not also just. It would appear, not only that this dog 
must have thought her plan through, but that she 
must also have held it definitely in mind for several 
days while she executed it, thus indicating quite un¬ 
equivocally, it seems to me, that one animal at least, 
ranked lower than man, possesses the power of look¬ 
ing into the future and of executing plans deliberately 
laid with reference thereto; ** man is the only animal 
which has the power of looking into t he future,” to 
the contrary notwithstanding, ’ F. H. Kiwi. 

Htvcr Fait*, Plcrrtn county, VVIh. 

Method for making electrical signals. 

When I first became connected with the Alabama 
agricultural and mechanical college, the recitation 
signals wore made by means of electric bells, one in 



Fiu. 1. 


each professor’s room. These were rung separately 
by pressing in succession as many push-buttons as 
there were bells. In order to complete the system, 
it was necessary to have one wire for each bell, and 
a return-wire Winning through the whole length 
of the system; and therefore only one bell could bo 
rung at once. In the circuit there were twelve bells, 
about one-half mile of wire, and twelve one-gallon cells 
of Watson’s battery. One of the cadets of the college 
was delegated to sound the signals at the end of each 
fifty minutes, which was the length of the recitation 
hours. Sometimes be would ring ioo soon, and at 
other times several minutes too late. This was fre¬ 
quently annoying, particulary when an interesting 



Ft«. 2* 


Important lecture was in progress. In the at¬ 
tempt to Obviate this difficulty, the plan that l am 
i'-’'iMgbfc to describe was suggested to my mind. 

■ We hate an excellent compensated clock that can 


be made to Strike twice any multiple of five minutes. 
After adjusting this clock so as to make it strike every 
fifty minutes, 1 Insulated it on a square of plate glass. 
I then made an oblong opening in the side of the wood¬ 
work about one inch long, This slit was made on a 
line with the ball of the striker. Through this hole l 
passed a copper wire, and fastened it securely to the 
hammer of the gong. In the end of the wire outside 
of the clock 1 made a loop, as shown at A, Fig. 1. 

A second wire, A H (J, was attached to the first, as 
shown in the figure. A loop at Ji fits in a slit in the 
upright L >, and a pin is inserted at IS to hold the wire 
in position and at the same time allow the ends A and 
C to work up a)«d down when the hammer of the 
k strikes. The bottle V E is partly filled with 
cury. From this mercury-cup a wire, E \V\ runs 
to on*' pole of the buttery. The other pole con¬ 
nects at A with the wire IF, after passing through 
all the bells of the system. & is a weight to 
counterbalance the arm DC. It will be readily 
seen that the outward stroke of the hammer will 
throw the end of wire A D C into the mercury, 
thus completing the circuit, and causing all the 
bid Is to ring. T) it* blow of the hammer against 
the gong of the clock will raise the end C\ and 
break connection. AH but one of the bells must 
be single stroke: otherwise it will be impossible 
to obtain satisfactory results. .By using one bell, 
with attachment for breaking and closing the 
circuit, the ringing will continue as long as the 
wire at (' is in contact with the mercury. 

The above system has been in operation for 
one year, and has given satisfactory results. 

It lias occurred to me that our large bell, weigh¬ 
ing nearly two thousand pounds, can be mu do to strike 
the hdhta for the benefit of the town by placing it In 
the system just described, with the following adjust¬ 
ment. Procure a soft iron horseshoe magnet six or 
eight inches long, and secure it at M on the iron rod 
A DC, Fig. ik This becomes magnetized when the 
clock completes the circuit. The armature X V is 
attracted, and the ball X strikes the hell. The elas¬ 
ticity at E raises the ball immediately from contact, 
and allows a clear and distinct ring. The tension- 
spring T raises the armature from the magnet, and 
the current ceases to flow. If it in desirable at any 
time to ring the Bell in the ordinary way by means 
of the rope Ji, the adjustment of the system may be 
sustained by making the supporting rod A D C secure 
to the bell-shaft at A, and Unis permitting the mag¬ 
net and fixtures to swing with the hell. 

P. H. Mem,, Juik 

Auburn, Ain. 


GE IK IE'S GEOLOGY. 

Text-book of geMaqy. By Auchuiau> Geikik, 
LL. D., F. K. S., director-general of the Geological 
survey of Great Britain and Ireland, etc. With 
illustrations. London, Macmillan $ Co., 1882. 
071 p. 8°. 

Text-books in science once held u rather 
low place in the estimation of scientific men. 
Labor of this sort was long relegated to the 
book-makers, who, copying statements and il¬ 
lustrations one from another, gave the student 
mofe of tho errors of by-gone days than of the 
knowledge of tfaeir own. But in our own time 
all this has been greatly bettered. Now a man 
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of science is likely to look forward to text¬ 
book making as a source of honor as well as 
of remuneration ; as a task that may not only 
help others on their way, hut aid himself to a 
broader and more careful view of his own field 
of labor. The text-hooks of Lyell. Jukes, 
and Dana in geology arc among the admirable 
works of these great authorities, and were 
doubtless helpful to them in their careers, as 
they have been vastly advantageous- to those 
who have been trained by yiem. From a 
purely literary point of view, text-book mak¬ 
ing has no mean value to their makers. To 
collect the stores of learning of a science, to 
take that which has general value from the 
mass of details, to secure a due proportion and 
perspective to the parts of the work, — this is 
u task indeed. 

Mr. Geikie has proven himself strong enough 
for this burden. Ills store of facts is far larger 
than has hitherto been gathered in any one 
book on geoh>gy. They show a large general 
reading, not only in the vast geological litera¬ 
ture of his own island, in the making of which 
he has had a large share, but in the work done 
in other lands, — a praise that can be given 
to few of his countrymen. In his list of 
authorities lie gives more names of scientific 
men pf other countries than of British geolo¬ 
gists ; and tin's although he professedly desires 
to take his illustrations as far as possible from 
his own ground. 

Besides the peculiarly large amount of well- 
gathered fact that marks this work, we may 
note among its peculiarities the considerably 
wider range in the method of treatment of the 
subject. In his first book lie gives twenty-four 
pages to the eosinica! relations of the earth, and 
under this heading presents the fullest and most 
satisfactory statement of the general condition 
«nd history of the earth as a member of the 
solar system that lias yet been given in a popular 
treatise. With the same freedom of treatment 
he does not hesitate to give a much fuller dis¬ 
cussion of mineral veins than hus hitherto found 
its way into any text-book. So, too, with those 
portions of the text that treat of river-action, 
volcanic phenomena, and the other leading 
manifestations of the geological forces. The 
author evidently feels a sense of freedom in 
making his book that is to be commended even 
if it gives him in the end near a thousand 
pages of text. 

The paleontological part of the work is care¬ 
fully done, but it is in the nature of the subject 
that it should be less # commondable than the 
other parts of the book. There is* a radical* 
difficulty in treating paleontology, especially 


in its department of historical geology, in any 
text-book fashion. Even within the ample 
limits given by a thousand pages of print it 
comes down to a list of specific names that can 
only convey a meaning to the masters of the 
science; while the first principle of a text* 
book should be, that any statement should have 
a free comprehensibility within itself, without 
recourse to libraries or collections. Page after 
page of specific names hinders rather than helps 
the beginner. 

This is the only criticism that can be made 
on the historic geology of the book, and it is 
one that lies against all the textbooks that 
have thus undertaken to treat a subject that is 
so essentially unfit for this use. The essays on 
the divisions of the rock series are admirable. 
Especially to be commended is that on the old 
dispute concerning Cambrian and Silurian. It 
is pleasant to find a successor of Murchisou itt 
the directorship of the British survey who can 
do even-handed justice to the famous dead who 
fought this great battle over the division of the 
lower paleozoic section. 

At several other points in the scries of rocks 
we find nil excellent spirit of discrimination ap¬ 
plied to the problems of stratigraphic geology. 
We note the following. In discussing the rela¬ 
tions of Permian to carboniferous rocks, the 
author notes the important fact, that, while in 
Europe there are discordances and sharp eon- . 
trusts between the Permian and the carbonifer¬ 
ous series, there is no such trenchant line in 
America. In the same spirit the indistinctness 
of the line between the triassic and the Jurassic 
series in North America is carefully pointed 
out. We find, also, that the doubt concerning 
the position of the Flysch series of the Alps is 
well presented; the ground being taken that 
the lower part of this series is upper cretaceous, 
the higher portions, eocene. This is the best 
brief presentation of this important problem 
that is known to the present writer. The only 
important exception that we can take to this 
admirable presentation of the stratigraphic 
problems concerns the author's general treat- ; 
ment. of the triassic period. He notes that the 
European triassic series, with its reddisli sand- . 
stones and shales, yvith connected gypseous ' 
and rock-salt beds, is essentially local in chatr 
actor, and that this aspect of the series cannot 
be expected in foreign lands. To this ; ha 
objection can be taken ; but he fiatts to assert 
the equally important fact, that reddish sand- 
stones and shales have a singularly wide djstrt-,/; 
button in other lands. This general charoofcey 
of the trias constitutes it one of the mo# 
puzzling portions of the geological aectiouyii^it^, 
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it should be given its due prominence in any 
general account of the series. 

The last eighteen pages of the book are given 
to the chapter on physiographic geology. 

This matter belongs in close relation to the 
earlier chapters of the book, and seems some¬ 
what isolated in its position. It is not so com¬ 
pletely treated as the other parts of the book ; 
bat it is, nevertheless, a fair condensation of 
the most material points of the subject. The 
illustrations of this subject are rather limited, 
but a diagram of the Colorado Canyon by Mr. 
Holmes (p. 923) gives a peculiar value to the 
set of diagrams. 

It is hardly fair to quarrel with the title of 
so good a book, but it would have been better 
to have given it the name of a manual rather 
than a text-book. It is not fitted for the ordi¬ 
nary use of schools; being far too rich in 
matter, and calling for too much collateral 
knowledge for classroom work. It belongs in 
association with Dana's classic manual of geol¬ 
ogy. For American students it cannot replace 
that admirable book ; but, taken along with the 
American work, it will give the student a very 
complete encyclopaedia of geologic science. 

The book is fairly well made. The type Is 
bolder-faced than in Dana’s manual; so that 
the total amount of matter is about the same 
in the two books, despite the somewhat larger 
page of Geikie’e volume. An admirable fea¬ 
ture of the book is the free use of footnotes 
referring to authorities, which is a distinct ad¬ 
vantage the book has for the student. The 
figures are well chosen, and- finely serve their 
purpose; though there are not quite half so 
many as in Dana’s work. 

The index is voluminous and well made. 


HAECKEL’S CEY10H. 

JruHxche rembriefe. Von Ernst Haeckel. Berlin, 
Paetel, 1883. 13 + 856 p. 16°. 

A visit to Ceylon. By Ernst Haeckel. Translated 
by Clara Bell. Boston, Cassino, 1883. 8+337 
p. 10 d . 

In his ‘ Voyage of the Beagle/ Darwin has 
ehown that an acquaintance with nature docs 
not in the least detract from the interest of 
A travellers adventures. Haeckel, in his new 
hook on Ccryloti, has still further given evi¬ 
dence that a love for nature’s treasures adds 
an indescribable charm to one’s wanderings in 
.A. -strange land. In the 4 Indlsche reisebriefe' 
;%e. find a charming account of a scientific 
re-excursion which the author made dur- 
ing tho six months following October, 1881. * 
'^e;|^rncyineluded a brief stay at Bombay, 


and a much longer series of travels through 
Ce)ion, covering a space of four months. 

Upon reading the book, the first impression 
we get is, that Haeckel must be a most pleasant , 
travelling-com pa n ion, so delighted is he with 
every thing. He starts, he tells us, on a trip 
he has been longing for all his life, and evi¬ 
dently with the expectation and intention of 
having a delightful excursion. Nor will he 
allow an}' thing to frustrate his intention. It 
makes no difference where he is, or who are his 
companions: liis good nature is unbounded. 
iSvery one, ho seems to think, treats him with 
more than kindness; the roads he travels are 
models of comfort; and even the elements con¬ 
spire in his favor. The country he passes 
through calls forth the whole wealth of the 
German language to find adjectives sufficient 
to express liis boundless admiration. Officials 
give him every assistance ; private homes open 
to him with the kindest hospitality ; and even 
the natives take great interest in him, and are 
ever ready to give him aid which is at least 
kindly intended. When he establishes his lab¬ 
oratory at Belli gam, lie is supplied with ser¬ 
vants, to whose excellency lie can only do justice 
by naming one Socrates, and a second Gany¬ 
mede. Belligam, the name of the town where 
he established his laboratory, means ; sand- 
village.’ This name, however, does not suit 
Haeckel’s general delight; and lie Calls it Bella 
gemma, considering it as 4 a choice jewel in na¬ 
ture’s casket.’ An ordinary trip in the tropics 
is thus, by good nature and enthusiasm, trans¬ 
formed into a glowing journey through fairy¬ 
land. Indeed, one almost imagines, as he 
reads, that he has found au American advertise¬ 
ment of a pleasure-excursion. So full of pleas¬ 
ure and good fortune is the whole trip, that the 
reader soon grows weary, and wishes that some 
slight accident might happen, to break thw 
monotony. * It is certainly a relief to find the 
admission that the fauna of the island is dis¬ 
appointing ; and we are quite reconciled to the 
fact, that the scientific laboratory was not quite 
so successful as had been hoped. 

Ilaeekel’H style in this book, as indeed in 
all his writings,is a moat happy one. He gives 
what may be called a confidential description of 
nature where it is most lovable. The reader 
gets the impression that it is being given him 
in person by the author, for the purpose of en¬ 
joying once more the pleasures of the journey, 
and having a quiet laugh at the people. He can¬ 
not keep himself out of his descriptions, — in¬ 
deed he does uot try to do so; and what wc see 
on every page is not a picture of.Ceylon, but a 
picture of a man,snaking a journey through r 
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Ceylon. lie begins by telling us that he is get¬ 
ting to he an old man. and is now or never 
with him as regards a journey in the tropins ; 
but when, In the next breath, ho iufonns us that 
his advanced years number eight, and forty, we 
are quite amused at Ids premature old age. 
When he tells ns, in the first chapter, how the 
Berlin academy refused to give him any aid 
on account of the, challenge lie had thrown to 
it on evolutionary speculations, we laugh with 
him. We see his amusement as he writes upon 
seeing wild apes for the first time : “ Comparing 
them with the dirty and naked begging,priests 
at our foot, they seemed to me a highly respect¬ 
able ancestry tor them. 1 * I lis German nation¬ 
ality. too, is ever apparent. Now we see it 
when he describes his German companions, or 
more frequently when he delights in his allu¬ 
sions to *■ the indispensable black 1 ail-coat and 
white necktie * of old England, or to the English 
* chimney-pot’ (cylinclerhnt),v?h\ch he consid¬ 
ers, k of all head-coverings, Jhe most hideous 
and insufficient.’ lie enjoys telling of English 
gluttony as compared with German temper¬ 
ance, of the Englishman's love for money with 
his exorbitant prices, and finally ends with the 
terse statement, * Bnsonst ist, in Indien ntirder 
tod.' But even his admiration for Germany 
docs not prevent him from giving tribute to 
the faculty which England has exhibited as a 
colonizing power. 

The scientific results of the Ceylon jour¬ 
ney arc not apparent. lie travelled quite 
extensively through the Jsland, continually 
swelling his collections, and finally estab¬ 
lished a rough laboratory at Belligam, where 
ho worked hard for six weeks, filling liis 
largo eases with specimens from land and sea. 
But beyond the statement that the fauna 
pf Ceylon agrees closely with that of the 
Philippine and Fiji group, the zoologist gets 
little scientific knowledge. 11 is account of the 
botany of the island is more extensive; but 
even this is largely made up of artistic descrip¬ 
tions of the magnificent vegetation which so 
vividly impresses a traveller in the tropics. 
That the journey was made by Haeckel is, how¬ 
ever, sufficient proof that it was more than u 
plea sure-excursion. He brought back largo 
cases of specimens, of which he says little, but 
which will, in years to come, undoubtedly be a 
source of much valuable information to the 
scientific world. 

The book is not intended to be a scientific 
production, but rather a pleasant account of a 
naturalist’s travels; and as such it is asuocess. 
A book of travels is usually dry and uninterest¬ 
ing after the first few chapters ; fo$, however 
* 


interesting new places may be to the traveller, 
to keep up a novelty in description soon be¬ 
comes an impossibility. Haeckel.has not en¬ 
tirely overcome this difficulty, but he introduces 
variety in the shape of personal anecdotes and 
observations, lie is successful, too, in select¬ 
ing most interesting points for description; and 
this, together with his boundless love for nature, 
which is so evident in every line, makes the 
closing chapters of his book much less weari¬ 
some than is usual with books of like nature. 
He reserves his account of the people until 
toward the end, and Unis gives a series of bright 
chapters as the close of his Stay' at Belligam ; 
and, by the continual introduction of people and 
incidents, he succeeds in keeping the reader’s 
attention better than is customary. But, in 
spite of all, the last chapters of the book will 
invariably be glanced over in a hurried and 
cursoiy manner. 

The translation by Clara Bell is ou the whole 
good, though she has evidently been hard 
pressed to find expressions which will translate 
Haeckel's superfluity of adjectives. In some* 
cases she seems to have been unable to find 
English expressions which give any idea of the 
German. One hardly gets the idea from the 
phrase 1 worthy and fair reader,’ which is con¬ 
veyed by the German, 'Du, geneigter leser, 
and nodi mehr, vererhte leserin.' Though she 
has not followed the German very closely in 
her translation, yet she has succeeded in con- 
veying to the English reader a tolerably good 
idea of Haeckel's flowing, free, and confidential 
style. The wonderful success of Haeckel's 
wrilings has proved that his method of writing 
and dealing with scientific subjects is a most 
attractive one; and this edition of his visit to 
Ceylon, partly on account of the freedom of. 
the translation, but more largely because of the. 
nature of the subject treated, will give to the 
English reader a better idea of his style of 
writing than any other of his translated works* 

REMSEN'S THEORETICAL CHEMISTRY* 

Principles of theoretical chemistry with special refer* 

ence to the constitution of chemical compounds. By 

]ua Rkmhkn. Revised edition. Philadelphia, 

Henry C . Leds Son j* Co., IS83, 242 p. 12*. 

In preparing this new edition of his lifctjo 
book upon 1 Theoretical chemistry/ Professor 
Rcmsen ‘has extended quite materially the > 
second part, which treats of the constitution of i 
chemical compounds, and which forms its most ; 
# distinctive and attractive feature. Many of 
‘the alterations, however, will hardly be re* > 
garded as improvements by those who believe ; 
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that a clear and definite presentation of chemi¬ 
cal theories is quite essential to their proper 
comprehension. While it is manifestly highly' 
important that the student should not only be 
acquainted with the facts upon which chemical 
theories rest, but should also appreciate fully 
the nature of conclusions reached by inductive 
reasoning, still a constant reiteration of the 
doubts, uncertainties, or conflicting evidence, 
which surround the various hypotheses, seems 
to us ill advised in an elementary text-book. 

Although structural chemistry in a certain 
sense is independent of the valence hypothesis, 
still this hypothesis was one of the earliest 
and most natural inductions resulting from the 
study of the constitution of chemical com¬ 
pounds, and is so interwoven with the present 
theories, that any attempt to exclude it rigor¬ 
ously from a discussion of the subject merely 
adds an unnecessary complication. We con¬ 
fess that we do not think the ordinary student 
will read with much interest the pages devoted 
to structural formulae, or * proofs * of their cor¬ 
rectness, if he chances to see beforehand the 
opening sentence of the retrospect which fol¬ 
lows (p. 23*2). 

“ A study of the preceding chapters on constitution 
will show that no absolute meaning is to bo attached 
to the word. Constitutional formulas are those which 
suggest certain reactions, and recall analogies. Tim 
formula 0 lT n — O If docs not moan that hydroxyl 
(O Et) is necessarily present in the compound, or that 
CH a is present, but that the different parts of the 
compound bear such relations to each other that 
when the /eompoqnd is decomposed, it acts as if the 
parts were united as the formula indicates. The 
formula suggests possibilities ; it may not represent 
realities.*’ 

If the author be correct, and u it cannot be 
denied that we are now in a period of chemis¬ 
try which may fairly be called one of formula 
worship" (p, 100), it is very certain that 
formula worship has been of vastly greater ser¬ 
vice to chemistry than agnosticism is ever 
likely to be. 

We fail to see that any advantage is gained 
by the. introduction of new conventional signs 
in place of those already in common use, to 
represent the linkage of the carbon atoms in 
the olefinet and acctylen series (pp. 202, 200) ; 
nor can we understand why-the double linkage 
of the nitrogen atoms, which the author ap¬ 


parently accepts, since he uses the old sign 
( = ) in his formulae for the azo- and the diazo- 
compounds (p. 222), stands upon any more 
trustworthy 1, experimental basis. Furthermore, 
we cannot help expressing our surprise that 
the author should have ventured the statement, 
“Of .the substitution products of benzene, 
which contain three substituting groups, more 
than three varieties have ,been observed M < p. 
208), which seems a bit of rashness hardly con¬ 
sistent with tlx* caution elsewhere displayed. 

* 

Tim CORNELL MATHEMATICAL 
LIBRARY. 

Cornell university library. Special lists, No. 1. Math¬ 
ematics. Ithaca, N.l\, 1883. 92 p. 8°. 

This classified list of works, with index, in¬ 
cludes some twenty*-five hundred titles relating 
to mathematics, and such allied subjects as 
astronomy, engineering, and physics. These 
books form what is known, from the name of the > 
donor, as the L Kelly mathematical collection/ 
An examination of the list shows that it con¬ 
sists of books actually' purchased within the 
past few years, with good judgment, and a con¬ 
scientious endeavor to cover, so far as practica¬ 
ble, the immense field of mathematical research, 
past and present, as evenly as possible. 

It comprises, besides many rare and valuable 
works not readily accessible to American stu¬ 
dents, the collected works of t he great masters 
of analysis, and the more important mathemati¬ 
cal journals. 

The mathematical capabilities of American 
youth are quite equal to those of (iermany or 
England ; but the facilities offered them by our 
universities for the study of this grandest of 
sciences are in general far behind those found 
abroad. When the professors and teachers of 
mathematics in this country shall themselves* 
become lifelong cultivators of mathematical 
pursuits, and shall have the same average 
proficiency as those, abroad, there will be no 
difficulty* in accomplishing results in the mathe¬ 
matical training of college students fully equal 
to any attained elsewhere. But such professors 
and such students cannot be without libraries 
such as this is the beginning of. We can but 
express our deep satisfaction with this good 
work in the interest of sound learning. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF SCIENOE. 

HATHBMATIOS. # that Kiematin’s theory of the bitanftents of a plane 

KttWmtr'a aurfaoe —Trofessor Cayley, in a brief quartlc leads at once to a very simple form of the 
note <iiti the sixteen-nodal quartfcc surface,* remarks, equation of ,tho sixteen-nod*) quarttc surface; vis,, 
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If f, 17 , £ denote linear functions of (he co-ordinates 
(a% y, z, w), such thai identically 

x 4 y 4 % *f £ 4* 17 4 C — 0 , 
a x 4* b y 4 c z 4 /£ 4pr/4 4 f r: 0 
(where a/ — ~ c A = 1 ), then the quartic surface, 

^x£ 4 \Jyv 4 \jzi = 0 , 

isaHixteen-nodal surface. Prof. Cayley has previously 
given the equation of this surface under the form 

yi(jT-w) 4 0/ ( Y - w) 4 sJz(Z ~ w) = 0, 
where X— a [y 1 y"y “ /F/F's), etc., and a 4 /f 4 > 0, 

etc.; the other relations being obtained by cyclical 
inteichange of the letters, and by advancing tl*o 
accents. The object of the present paper is the direct 
identification of these two forms of the equation of 
the surface. — (Journ. reine any. math,, xoiv.) t. c. 

1541 

Elliptic functions. — M. Florinite has given a 
simple and direct demonstration of an interesting 
relation discovered by Prof. Cayley, The. relation Is 
us follows: if t*, % r ? s, are four quantities connected 
by the relation u 4 e 4 r 4 * — 0, then we have — 
— k ! 2 Bn u sn p an r «ns 4 on u on v on r on * — 

1 k N 

^odn u dn udnr dn h = — ^ ■> 

This remarkable relation Is shown by M. Jtcrmite 
to be easily derived by means of certain formulas 
which he has long used In his course in the Sor- 
bonne. The formulas are those which give the 
decomposition into simple factors of the three quan¬ 
tities hu x sn (;r 4 a), en .r cn (x4 a), dn£ dn (x 4 a). 
The decomposition of the first of these products is 
a known fundamental relation between Jacobi’s Z- 
functloiis: the decomposition of tlu* other tv ,o prod¬ 
ucts is given by M. ifermite; and by aid of them 
Prof, Cayley's formula is proved, — {Aeta math,, I.) 
t. v. 1542 

ENGINEERING. 

The two-oylinder compound engine. — Pro¬ 
fessor fc>. W. Robinson furnishes Pan N outran d's 
inayazinv. a paper on tlie working of steam in this 
engine in its various forms, and traces the method 
of distribution in the two cylinders and the effect of 
such methods on the theoretical efficiency. lie gives 
the general method of representing tiie action of steam 
graphically, and shows how diagrams made from the 
two cylinders are combined. The effect of the re¬ 
ceiver Is exhibited, and the result of the introduction 
of various conditions, as clearanco, etc. — {Pun Nos- 
brand' h may., Oct.) b. u. t. [543 

Spherical steam-engines. — Messrs. Heenan & 
Fronde of Manchester, G.B., recently exhibited at 
the Engineering and metal trades exhibition, Lon¬ 
don, their ‘Tower* spherical engine, driving an 
Edison dynamo. The steam-cylinder is a sphere hav¬ 
ing two cylindrical projections cast upon it. Each 
of these carries a shaft, only one of, which transmits 
power from the engine, the other having merely to 
guide the hinged piston nearest It. The pistons divide 
the interior of the sphere into four portions,.which 
at times are four equal quadrants ot the sphere, but 
which are capable of variation of volume with Change 


of piston position; and, this being effected by the 
action of the steam which is let into the several spaces 
at proper times by the action of the rotating valves 
which are set in the cylindrical projections, theihaftt 
are turned, and power is produced and transmitted U> 
the mechanism of transmission. 

The engine worked silently and well, and indicated 
18-horse power at 000 revolutions pbr minute, with 
steam at 80 pounds (flj atmos.). Its diameter was 
hut 7 inches (17.8 centimetres). — [London engineer, 
July.) it. 11 . T. [544 

Steel castings, — Mr. W. Parker has collected 
facts bearing upon tlie value of steel castings in marine* 
engine construction. lie observes that forged iron 
shafts and other heavy parts are very unsafe, and that 
mild steel is taking the place of wrought iron for all 
such uses. About a hundred and twenty steel ships 
are in progress in Great Britain, constructed of low 
steel. The testimony of steel-makers and tests of 
the material show that steel castings can be made of 
homogeneous character and thoroughly reliable. 
Jos sop & Co. use crucible steel for this purpose, and 
think that good castings can only be obtained with 
certainty by the crucible process. Spencer & Sons 
use both crucibles and the open-hearth process, and 
get equally good results from both. The Steel com¬ 
pany of Scotland use the Siemens furnace and process, 
and adopt the silicide of manganese as a flux to Insure 
soundness. The internal stresses due to varlatiomin 
rate of cooling are avoided either by very slow cooling 
or by annealing. Pourcel of Torre Noire, France, 
tempers in oil, with, as is claimed, very great advan¬ 
tage. The tenacity is thus increased sometimes thirty 
per cent, ami the elongation at rupture remains un¬ 
reduced, while the grain of tlie steel is greatly im¬ 
proved. Sir Joseph Whitworth compromises his ingots 
of steel, while solidifying, by applying the pressure of 
a large hydraulic press. Messrs. Vickers ife Co, make 
many large crank-shafts for steamships, adopting a 
mild steel of a tenacity of about fifty-five thousand 
pounds per square inch. The castings are improved by 
hammering or rolling, thirty per cent. — [8cient 
Amer.j Oct. 20 .) it. 11 . T. [545 

CHEMISTRY. 

(Ventral, phj/nical, and inorganic.) 

Bleaching —‘Oxygenated water,’ a common name 
for peroxide of hydrogen, has within the last few years 
attracted a good deal of attention as a bleaching, and 
purifying agent, and has beeft successfully employed 
as a substitute fpr chlorine. It is now stated that 
Mr, P. Ebell of Pfungstadt, near Darmstadt, has 
succeeded in preparing economically a product, pure, 
stable, and of constant strength, capable of being 
easily transported for long distances, and kept for 
years without losing;!ts bleach ing-propertles, Among 
other applications of tills product, that of the decolor¬ 
ation of animal fibres is the most important, as It; 
does not contain some of the disadvantages of mother 
bleachlng-agents. For wool or silk, It is advisable, 
before bleaching, to cleanse the materials thoroughly, 

• so as to eliminate all the greasy substances and fair 
purities. For this purpose, Mr. Ebell recommends * 
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bath In a solution of five parts carbonate of ammonia 
to one hundred of water, this bath being followed by 
. a soaping, and thorough washing with water. The 
^ bleaching itself is performed either by immersing 
the materials in the solution of oxygenated water, 
and leaving them there at a temperature of from 20 ° 
to 30° C., until the decoloration ift complete, or the 
maf4|ials are impregnated, when they are wrung out 
and ffxposed in a room heated to about 20 ° C.: they 
are then left to dry. — (J engineer, July 20 .) [546 

Molecular volume of liquids. —In the determi¬ 
nation of the molecular volume of liquids, R. Schiff 
proposes to make the observations at the boiling-point 
of the liquid and in a special form of apparatus. 
The latter consists of a small flask capable of holding 
about one hundred grams of mercury: it is drawn 
out to a narrow neck which is graduated to ten di¬ 
visions, each of which corresponds to 0.01 of a cubic 
centimetre; and each of these divisions is divided 
into five parts, making each of the final divisions 
equal to 0.05 of a ruble centimetre. The volume is 
accurately determined by weighing the flask filled 
with mercury to the zero-mark. To determine the 
specific gravity of any liquid at its boiling-point, the 
flask is filled with the liquid, placed within a jacket- 
tube which contains a little of the same liquid, and 
the latter boiled until the liquid in the flask is heated 
to its tailing-point. By means of a capillary tube 
the liquid is withdrawn from the flask until it stands 
at the zero-mark, and the flask Is corked, cleaned, 
allowed to cool, and weighed. The specific gravity 
of the liquid is referred to w ater at 4° C\, and it may 
be calculated by means of the formula — 

P 

~ r, + k « - 4q ’ 

in which P = the corrected weight of the liquid in 
the flask, Vt ~ the apparent volume which the liquid 
occupies at t°. 

By this method the molecular volume of many of 
the paraffine and aromatic hydrocarbons, their halo¬ 
gen substitution products, alcohols, etc., were deter¬ 
mined, and results were obtained which agreed closely 
with those of other experimenters. — (Ann. chem., 
220, 71.) o. f. m. |547 

AGRICULTURE. 

Avea guano. — A new phoaphatic material under 
this name has lately been imported into Germany 
from the Avcs Islands, in the Caribbean Sea, near 
the coast of Venezuela. Analyses of it by Miircker 
and by Heiden show it to contain about seventy-two 
per cent of calcium phosphate, four to nine per cent 
of calcium carbonate, seven per cent of organic mat¬ 
ter, apd twenty-five hundredths of one per cent of 
nitrogen* The material consists of a fine powder, 
■Wfth more or less fragments up to the size of a pea 
pi* larger. Among the coarser portions, shells and 
coral fragments are often found. The extent of the 
deposit is said to be great. — (KUdermann’* centra 
«a*?,,xU. 582.) n. p. a. [540 

: Comparison of nitrogenous fertiliser*.—Morck-* 

reports the results of pot-experiments by Albert 


on the relative value of various nitrogenous fertiliz¬ 
ers for oats. Leather, either unprepared or'ferment¬ 
ed, gave as good as no increase of crop. The others 
ranged In the following order, the best being placed 
first: horn-meal, nitrate of soda, fermented dried 
blood, sulphat e of ammonia, fermented steamed lame, 
steamed bone, dried blood. The horn-meal is pre¬ 
pared by treating Iiorn-rofuso with superheated steam, 
in previous experiments it produced almost as good 
an effect as nitrate of soda. It is to bo observed, that 
several of the materials used contained other ferti¬ 
lizing ingredients than nitrogen, of whoso possible 
^ffect no account seems to have been taken. An 
experiment in the following year with the pots ma¬ 
nured with leather showed uo noticeable effect from 
the latter. — { lliedennann'H ccntr.-blatt,, xii. 584.) 
H. i\ A. [540 

Effect of fertilize™ on composition of oats — 
In the experiments reported in the preceding abstract 
the composition of the oats produced by the aid of 
the various fertilizers was determined. Those ma¬ 
nured with leather and those without nitrogen con¬ 
tained 8.7% to 10.7 % of protein?; those manured 
with nitrate of soda and sulphate of ammonia, 11.2 % 
and 11.1 %; those manured with the blood or bone 
manures, il.fi % to 13.fi %. The proportion of crude 
fibre and* ash was greatest, in those manured with 
leather and those without nit rogen: the others showed 
only slight differences. Tim nitrogenous manures 
delayed thn ripening of the grain in some cases. 
Miircker divides them into three groups: 1 °, those 
which allow the grain to ripen at the normal time, 
their nitrogen being assimilated during the early 
stages of growth (nitrate of soda, sulphate of ammo¬ 
nia); 2 °, those which delayed the ripening somewhat 
(steamed bone, and the sumo fermented); 3°, those 
which delayed the ripening considerably, and ren¬ 
dered it irregular (horn-meal, dried blood), The 
hist decompose slowly in the soil, and furnish a con¬ 
tinuous supply of nitrogen until late in the autumn. 
— (IHcdermann'itcehtr.-blaU., xii. 5S7.) u. r. a . [55D 

Nutritive value of amido-compounda.—Weiske 
has already shown that the asparagine which is found 
in various fodders, along with other amides nn$ 
am Ido-compounds, can partially take the place of 
proteine in nutrition. Zuntz has repeated his ob¬ 
servations on asparagine and other amides, with the 
same result, — {ttiedirmann'it cndr.-blatt., xii. (K) 2 .) 
H. P. a. [551 

Sunflower cake a» fodder. — This material htwi 
been tested as fodder for milch-cows by Schrodt and 
von Peter with very favorable results. Slightly more* 
milk was produced by its aid than by that of an 
equivalent quantity of palm-nut meal; and the pro¬ 
portion of fat in the milk was slightly increased, as 
has sometimes been the case in feeding palm-nut 
meal. No injurious effects on the health of tlie ani¬ 
mals were noticed. — {IHedertnann’s c entr.-hlatL, xii. 
600.) II. P. A. [552 

GEOLOGY, 

Lithology. 

Lithology of the District of Columbia. — Ac¬ 
cording to Mr. G. P. Merrill, the prevailing rock of 
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this district is an extremely variable hornblendlc, 
cbtOriUc, or micaceous schist, sometimes somewhat 
gneiasoid. This rock is used for building-purposes in 
it 8 finer varieties, which are composed of quartz atnl 
biotite, with a silvery white mica, magnetite, apatite, 
etc, Besides the quartz and hlolito, the coarser 
varieties frequently contain plagioelase, hornblende, 
chlorite, apatite, cpidote, pyrlte, magnetite, garnet, 
and rutile. The biotite is frequently more or less 
altered to chlorite, and contains apatite, magnetite, 
and sometimes infiltrated eaicite. — [Proc. U. S. nat . 
mtt*., vi. 159.) m. K, w, • [553 

The bismuth deposits of Australia. — The h» 
deposits areTound in irregular quartz veins or ‘reefs' 
in gray granite, and near its junction with 1 %: sur¬ 
rounding porphyritic ami schistose rocks. The veins 
are composed of irregular segregations of quartz, 
holding bismuth, both native and as a sulphide, gold, 
molybdenite, smoky quartz crystals, etc. These veins 
occur only in circumscribed patches in the granite, 
which has here been decomposed to a soft, friable 
rock, the mica and felspar being much altered. 
The native bismuth occurs in irregular bunches and 
nests throughout the quartz, or in fissures traversing 
the veins. These bunches vary in weight from a 
half-pound to fifty pounds; and the metal is particu¬ 
larly found associated with and incasing the crystals 
of smoky quartz. Sometimes it is in needles in the 
quartz. The walls of the segregations arc charged 
pith from thirty to fifty per cent, of oxide of bismuth 
for a distance from the vein of from eight inches to 
two foot. 

Mr. Robertson, from whose paper the above ac¬ 
count is condensed, states that Uio entire Bale of bis¬ 
muth has for years been monopolized by a few 
London brokers, “known as the ‘Bismuth ring,’ — a 
close and conservative institution formed for the pur¬ 
pose of controlling the supply and price of bismuth.” 
The present consumption of the metal is about 
seventy ton# yearly; and it is stated that these de¬ 
posits could easily produce that at a small expense. 
In 1882 the market-price of bismuth was Gs. Sd. per 
pound in London. — {Tram, f/eal, hoc. Glasgow, vii. 
147.) M. K. w. [554 

MINERALOGY. 

Halite. — B. Wlttjen and FT. Preclit have endeav¬ 
ored to find the cause of the blue color in some vari¬ 
eties of halite, and have arrived at the conclusion that 
it Is dependent upon some optical phenomena, possi¬ 
bly connected with the presence of minute gas inclu¬ 
sions.—(BcrZ. berichte , xvl. 1464.) ft. L. f. [555 

Httbellan. — This micaceous mineral has been in¬ 
vestigated by M. U. Iloilrung, and shown to^be very 
various In Its properties. It occurs mostly as a de¬ 
composition product of magnesian micas. It is by no 
means homogeneous, and cannot be classed as a dis¬ 
tinct mineral, By means of the microscope it could 
bo seen that crystals of the ordinary biotite form were 
composed of lamellae of different degrees of decom¬ 
position, showing all stages from pure mica.to wholly 
decomposed material. —* (Kin. petr. mitth., v. 304.) 
S. l. P. * c [556 

* 


Parallel growth of zinc blende and tetrahe- 

drlte. — Specimens from Kapnik, Transylvania, have 
been studied by F. Becke. The minute crystals Of 
tetrahedrite are deposited only upon the dull faces of 
the blende crystals, and are of a later growth. They 
have been deposited according to the following law: 
the principal axes of the two minerals are parallel,* 
and the first or principal tetrahedron of tetrahedrite 
is parallel to the second tetrahedron of blende. The 
development of the tetrahedrite crystals is dopendent 
upon their location on the blende, being most sym¬ 
metrical if deposited on a dodecahedron face, and flat¬ 
tened if on a cubic face. A parallel growth of these 
two minerals has been previously noted, but with the 
first tetrahedron of tetrahedrite parallel to the first 
tetrahedron of blende. — {Min. petr. mitth. } v. 881.) 
s. l. v. [557 

Iolite (oordierite). —A. von Lasaulx has described 
twin crystals occurring in a cordierlte gneiss from 
Laacher See. Twins of this species are of unusual oc¬ 
currence, and have been observed with the prism oo 
P for composition face. The author finds, in addition 
to twins according to the old law, compound twins, 
part of the individuals being united according to the 
old Jaw, and part according to a new law with oo i* 8 
for composition face, Twins united wholly accord¬ 
ing to the new law were not observed.—( ZetUchr. 
fa'i/nt., vlii. 70.) ft. u v. [558 

GEOGRAPHY. 

(Arctic.) 

Arctic land. —F. Schmidt discusses the claims of 
different persons, and especially Wraqgell, to the dis¬ 
covery of land north of eastern Siberia. Discovery is 
hardly the proper word to apply to the record of re¬ 
ports by the aborigines of that region. In fact, m Pro¬ 
fessor Schmidt admits, Wrangell had his doubts as 
to the accuracy of the report; and his opinion was ex¬ 
pressed, sometimes with more, sometimes with leas, 
confidence, at different times. The first civilized man 
to actually see what is now called Wrangell Island 
was Kolicit, who called it Plover Island, and made a 
sketch of it from a long distance away, of which I 
have a copy, and which is stated to be characteristic 
by Capt. Hooper. The high land, with extensive 
peaks, described by Kellett, like the Felly Mountains 
of the arctic coast, described by Dease and Simpson,, 
was simply one of those peculiar atmospheric effects 
which occasionally deceive the most experienced arc¬ 
tic travellers. The conclusion is, that no report of 
new arctic land is worth any thing until it has at 
least been very closely approached, — (Isvestia imp . 
yeogr. soc., May.) w, h. d, [559 

Settlements on the Siberian coast; — Kartin 
gives a most valuable list of the settlements, sum¬ 
mer fishing-stations, camps of Ivory-hunters, and 
other places, where human beings are to found oi 
any season of the year on the coast of north-eastern 
Siberia, The chronicles of the Jeannette expejltidn 
might have been less gloomy, had the commander 
possessed himself of some such directory Wore 
ceeding on that unlucky voyage, — (Jtoastfa tfftjp. 
geogr. soc., May,) w. «. *>, n (588 
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Sierra Deoae. ~ According to recent consular re¬ 
pot ts, the population of this colony comprises sixty 
thousand five hundred souls, nearly all blacks, who 
speak among them more than sixty different dialects. 
Freygjpi, the capital, has a population of twenty- 
two thousand, chiefly of the Aku, Ebo, Tlmeu,$usu, 
Man Jang, Sherbru, and Kmmen tribes. The Aku 
and Ebo people are extremely keen traders: the three 
following tribes furnish middlemen, who intervene 
between the caravan iherchants and the purchasers. 
The last mentioned are freighters and boatmen, em¬ 
ployed largely in loading and discharging vessels. 
The trade amounts to about three million dollars 
annually, less than half of which are exports. The 
soil is poor and not arable; farming is hardly practi¬ 
cable; and the real importance of the colony lies in 
its geographical position, and easy communication 
with the rich interior region. Taxes and customs- 
duties are very high, and have injured trade by driv¬ 
ing it elsewhere. The exports are kola, palm and 
peanuts, palm-oil, gum-copal, rubber, ginger, and 
hides.— {Bull. hoc. Belg. gd>gr. f U. 1883,) w. h. r>. 

[561 

Portuguese Guinea. — Barros contributes a me¬ 
moir on Portuguese Guinea, with notes on the cus¬ 
toms and manners of the natives and on their 
language, especially of the Mamlingo, Biafada, and 
BaJanta tribes, containing little absolutely new ex¬ 
cept some songs. The article forms an interesting 
summary of facts. — {Bol. hoc . t/cog. Lisboa , no. 12, 
1882.) W. H. d. [562 

BOTANY. 

Cryptogams. 

The oospores of the grape-mould. — Prillieux 
states that he has received from M, FrSchou of N6rac 
germinating oospores of Peronospora viticola. The 
germinating oospores produce at once a mycelial tube 
similar to that known in oilier species of Perono- 
apora, In which the germination of the oospores has 
been seen. This is an important step in our knowl¬ 
edge of the grape-mildew, since, Inasmuch as the 
eonldla produce zoospores, It had been supposed by 
some that the oospores would also produce zoospores, 
as is the case in the related genus Cystopus. — {Bull. 
soc. Won.) w. G. F. [563 

Swtdiah Algae, — Dr. C. Lagerheim describes a 
number of species new to Sweden, including several 
genera and species new to science. The species are 
from fresh water, as well as marine, and are illustrated 
by * plate, Of the genera treated most in detail may 
hi mentioned MerUmopediunh — (6foer». tvennk. 
a&ad.) w. a. f. ,, [564 

Monograph of TTlwaoeae. — The sixth part of 
AgardV* Till algemes syntematik is devoted to the 
; Uivaceac. The author includes here the genera 
Bangta and Porphyra, as well as the green species 
AetneraWy placed in this order. The subject Is elabo- 
in&bly ppspared, and is illustrated by four colored 
plates giving the microscopic structure. Ulva and 
:;|^terotnofpha .are kepi distinct and E. efecta is f 
aoedlt^tolfew York on the authority of J. Hooper. 


Monostroma pulchrum the writer suspects to be a 
form of M. laetuca, a boreal species of both hemi¬ 
spheres.— (Actauniv. Lund., xix.) w. a. K, [565 

Phanerogams. 

Spines of Auranttaceae. — Dr. Urban describes 
ami figures specimens which show that the spines 
situated, just above the loaf-ax is of a number of mem¬ 
bers of this family, ami hitherto considered as meta¬ 
morphosed axillary branches, are in reality formed by 
the transformation of one or two of the lowest leaves 
belonging to the primary axillary shoot. — ( her . der 
deutschcn hot. ^esdlsch., Juno 27.) w. t, [566 
« Orchis tnascula. — Mr. Malair believes that the 
visits of bees to this species are lor propolis, which is 
yielded*by the papillae of the nectary. Flies also visit 
the flowers, which are described at length, but not 
very clearly nor accurately. — (.Science gossip, March, 
April.) w. t. [567 

Sterility of the Floarla. — Mr. Neve notices that 
in England the plant seldom seeds, although its 
flowers appear well formed, and bees visit them.— 
(.Science gossip, Juno.) w. t. [568 

Pollination of willow. — Mr. Hamson states, that 
while amentiferous plants, dependent entirely upon 
the wind for fertilization, have pendulous catkins, 
*Mn the willow the catkins are upright and elastic. 
The humble-bee is a heavy insect, and it almost in¬ 
variably mounts to the summit of the catkin, which 
is borne down by its weight. On the bee taking 
flight, the catkin springs suddenly to its original po¬ 
sition, and thus si takes out the pollen in the male, 
and further distributes that which may have lodged 
in the scales of the female catkin.” Bees were no¬ 
ticed to conflne their visits almost exclusively to the 
stamhmte plants. — {Science gossip, duly.) w. t . (569 

ZObLOGY. 

Protozoa. 

Division of the nucleus In protoaoa. — It is 
known that in many protozoa the number of nuclei 
increases with the growth of the animal; but whether 
the additional nuclei arise by free new formation, or 
by division of older nuclei, was uncertain, although 
Zeller had shown that the multiplication in Op&liifa 
was due to division. Gruber, in a valuable article, 
now shows that In Actinoepaerium and Amoeba divis¬ 
ion of the nuclei occurs, having obtained examples 
aftervery long search. In the former the young nu¬ 
clei are small, and have a single large nucleolus with 
a clear space around it. As the nucleus enlarges, the 
clear margin disappears, and the nucleolus breaks up 
into ,smaller granules (nucleoli). In one specimen 
various stages of division were found, Their natural 
succession is probably as follows: the nucleoli arrange 
themselves in two parallel rows across the nucleus; 
they then unite so as to form a homogeneous band 
out of each row; the rest of the nuclear substance 
accumulates between the two bands, which then 
move asunder, and meanwhile threads appear run¬ 
ning from band to band; a line of division (par¬ 
tition-wall P) appears between the bands. In Amoeba 
proteus the nucleus contains a peripheral layer of 
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granules, and a large central mass to be regarded a* 
the nucleolus. One specimen was found with nuclei 
in various stages of division. It appears that the 
nucleolus separates into two parts, between which, 
across the equator of the nucleus, appears a partition. 
Similar processes were observed in another Amoeba 
(sp.?). In these cases we have a form of nuclear di¬ 
vision somewhat different from any hitherto Observed; 
in that the nucleolus divides first, and the partition 
between is formed without the participation of the 
nuclear membrane. 

BUtschU has asserted that in Amoeba protems (prln- 
ceps B.) the nuclei are either small %nd numerous, 
or large and few. Gruber lias found them always df 
about the same size, and very variable in number 
and relative proportion to the bulk of the Individual, 
— (Zdtachr. wt$&. zool. , xxxviiii 372.) c. a. M. [570 

Ooelenteratss. 

The nervoua system of the Siphonophorea. — 

According to Korotneff, who has studied the minute 
anatomy and histology of the Siphonophorea, the Di- 
phyldae are the least modified, and present the most 
primitive or ancestral structure. In them the ecto¬ 
derm is a simple muscle-epithelium with well-devel¬ 
oped muscle-fib rill ae, which lie upon muscle-septa, 
or outgrowths from the supporting layer. 

A more highly differentiated organization is found 
lu the Apolemladae. The epithelial cells are nearly 
separated from the muscle-fibrillae, to which they are 
united only by fine protoplasmic threads. Between 
the muscle-septa the epithelial cells are folded over to 
form an open furrow, which la floored with cells a 
little larger than those over the general surface of the 
body. 

In the Agalmidae the cells in this furrow are en¬ 
tirely covered up by the ordinary surface-epithelium. 
They are very large, are united by processes to the 
muscles, and they constitute a true central nervous 
system formed by involution of the ectoderm. The 
muscle-fibres of the Agalmidae are entirely separated 
from the epithelial cells, and the latter are flattened, 
Korotneff has traced the origin of the nervous system 
hi the embryo. In a Forskalla larva there is no trace 
of nervC-cells; and the eplthelio-muscular layer, the 
muscle-septa, and the endoderm are like the corre¬ 
sponding structures of Dlphyes. 

As the animal grows, these ectoderm-veils, which lie 
between the muscle-septa, grow larger, sink down, 
and become covered up by the ordinary surface ecto- 
derm-cells. They then throw off processes to the 
muscle-fibres, and thus become converted into tbe 
nervous system. The nerve-cells are therefore, so 
far as their origin Is concerned, epithelio-muscular 
cells, and they so far lend support bo Kleinenborg's 
neuro-muscle theory. 

Korotneff describes sehsory cells In the region of the 
nervous system of the Agalmidae, and also in the air- 
bladder. These sensory cells are muscle-cells which 
still retain their primitive position on the surface; 
and they are furnished with sensory hairs, and are 
joined by processes, to the ^miscle-fibrlllae, - 

In the Physopbora the ectoderm*; has been special¬ 


ized in two ways. On the stem the,ceils have the 
morphological characteristics of nerve-cells and the 
position and arrangement which characterize muscle- 
cells: they are neuro-epithel io-m usculaj; cells* There 
are also many sensory cells arranged in longitudinal 
rows among the ordinary cells; but there is no in¬ 
folded nervous system upon the stem, as there Is in 
the Agalmidae. This is to be found, however, upon 
the air-bladder, which is thickly covered with nerve- 
cells. On the upper surface of the bladder these are 
directly united to the surface-epithelium, while upon 
the lower surface they are directly united to the 
muscles. He says that there are physiological reasons 
(which are not stated) for believing that the upper 
nerve-cells are sensory, a fid those on the lower sur¬ 
face motor. * 

He speaks very briefly of the diffused nervous sys¬ 
tem of Porpita; and his observations apparently 
agree with those recently published more at length 
(see Science, ii. 396) by Conn and Beyer. — (Zool, 
am., 148.) w, k. n. [571 

Worms. 

Systematic papers on worms. — Dr. R, v. 
Drasche has taken advantage of the preservation of 
all Diesing’e and many of Molin’s original specimens 
of nematods in the Vienna museum to draw up fresh 
and more accurate diagnoses of the species described 
by these authors, aud also to give a good many new 
figures. This labor is calculated to avoid much con¬ 
fusion which might otherwise arise from the very 
imperfect character of the original descriptions. — 
{Verh. zool-bot. yea* Wien, xxxil, 117.) 

The same author also describes some new ascarlds 
collected in Brazil by Natterer, and adds some notes 
on Ascarls ovis and A. rigida. — ( Idem, 139.) 

G. M. R. Bevlnseu has published the first part of a 
valuable revision of northern Annulate, Gephyreft, 
Chaetognathi, aud Balanoglossi.' He attempts chiefly 
to describe the species, elucidate their history In sci¬ 
entific writings, and their geographical distribution. 
The essay contains full synoptic tables. The work 
was undertaken at tbe request of Prof. Steenstrup 
and Dr. Liitken. —.( Vidensk. mcddel. naturh. form, 
Kjbbenhavn, 1882, JOO.) o. s. h. {572 

Pentastomum from an Alligator lupiug, —J* . 
Chatin has found Pentastomum, probably P, oky- 
cephalum, in the liver of a caiman. This 14 a new 
locality for the parasite. He gives an excessively 
prolix general account of the anatomy of antmal, 
but contributes little that is new. The booklets 
around the mouth have a stalk, and three movable ■' 
claws thereon,— two at the sides near the end; the 
third terminal. THe author denies the cellular char* 
acfcer of the epidermis; it is 1 formed merely by a mass 
of protoplasm in which are scattered numerous nuclei/ 
(It can hardly be questioned that tins is a mistake 
duo to superficial observation. The author gravely 
adds his doubts as to the cellular constitution of the 
epidermis In arthropods generally. In this he ta alngu- 
larly unfortunate ; as there is hardly any fadfhi insect 
histology more easily verified, even by inexperienoad 
f student®, than the existence of epidermal^ eoHttaltlMt* 
hypodemial—oeUs, The error <pt descrtWug an ^ 
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IfreUuni as a sheet o( protoplasm with scattered nuclei 
has been committed over and over again by persons 
not trained in histology.) The description of the 
course of the., nerves rectifios previous accounts. — 
{Ann. «c. nat. zodt., xiv. art. 2.) c. 8. m. [573 

Orustaoeans. 

Isopoda of the Blake dredgings. — In a report 
on the Isopoda dredged on the east coast of the United 
States in I860, by the U. S. coast-survey steamer 
Blake, under the direction of Alexander Agassiz, 
Oscar Harger says that the collection, although small, 
Is remarkable for the large proportion of interesting 
forms; since nearly all the species are either new, or 
not hitherto known upon our coast, or known only 
from single specimens. Nine Bpecles, all belonging 
to Cirolanidae and Aegidae, are enumerated, and 
most oj^them fully described and figured on four 
excellent photolithographic plates from the author’s 
drawings. — (Bu/l. mua. comp. tool ., xi., no. 4, Sept, 
1883.) s. I. 8. [574 

Development of Panopeus. — E. A. Birge de¬ 
scribes and figures the post-embryonal and some of the 
later embryonal stages of Panopeus Sayi and the sec¬ 
ond zoea stage of P. depressus. He describes four 
distinct zoea stages after the casting of the embryonic 
cuticle (or * larval skin/ as Prof. Birge calls it) and a 
‘first megalops stage/ and discusses the metamor¬ 
phoses undergone by the body and appendages in the 
change from each stage to the next. After describ¬ 
ing the ‘first megalops stage/ Prof. Birge says, 
u Subsequent changes in the megalops affect the pro¬ 
portions of the carapax, which becomes broader pro¬ 
portionally, and that of the abdomen, which becomes 
smaller, and is permanently flexed under the sternum. 
The appendages undergo many changes, gradually 
approximating them to the adult form. The last 
stage is reached after several — at least four—moult- 
'ljkgs,” Unfortunately none of these remarkable later 
megalops stages are described or figured, as they cer¬ 
tainly deserve to be if actually observed. During 
several seasons’ observations the writer has found no 
evidence of more than one megalops stage In this 
or allied species; and, with the'exception of Bate’s 
, dqubtful observations on Carcinus, there are appar¬ 
ently no well authenticated cases of several megalops 
Stages in any species of Brachyura. The numerous 
figures illustrating the paper are rude and inaccurate. 

. ~~ {8tud. biol. tab. Johns IIopk. univ ., il., no. 4, July, 
im ,j *. i.e. |575 

Insects. 

Sucklag-apparatua in butterflies. — P. Kirbach 
.■ ’deiicribbs the structure of the mdxillae and pharynx 
Jju the Lepldoptera precisely as described by Burgess 
lathe Amtrican naturalist for May, 1880, and more 
jstlengthin a memoir On the anatomy of the milk¬ 
weed butterfly in the Apnit. memoirs Most. soc. nat, 
r : 1881. Kirbach makes fib reference to either of 

/■';, tll^te.papers, though both were recorded in the very 
:;jwir!*al detaining his article, as well as in Cams’s 
by Bertkau, Ui the Arch. /. noter- 
j#Sd^ and in iheZobiogical record. However, it is* 

«a«ihctory to have observations independently con¬ 


firmed; and Kirbach gives almost a verbal and pic¬ 
torial repetition of the above-quoted papers. Thus 
the suspensory muscles of the pharynx receive the 
identical names given them by Burgess. Kirbach 
believes the proboscis la extended by muscular con¬ 
traction, and rolled up by elasticity, but gives no proof 
of Ills view. This is the opposite of what the mus¬ 
cular arrangement seemed to Burgess to indicate; 
although he added that “ It is more probable wo fall 
to see, or to correctly interpret, some proper muscular 
mechanism for both movements of the proboscis,” 
Unfortunately, Kirbach does not help us here. 

Kirbach describes, for the first time, the syringo- 
1/ke mechanism of the salivary duct, by which saliva 
is injected into the proboscis. This arrangement was 
overlooked by Burgess. — { Zool . anz. t vi. 663.) jc. b, 

]576 

Wheat-stem maggot or bulb-worm. — The larva 
of Mcromyza amerieana Pitch has been very de¬ 
structive this year to wheat and rye in Fulton county, 
Ill. Important additions to the published observa¬ 
tions of Fitch, Riley, and Lintner, have been made 
by S. A. Forbes, who gives descriptions and figures 
of ali stages of this insect. The egg is now figured 
for the first time, and a winter brood has been ob¬ 
served. — (Prairie farmer, Aug. 4.) j. n. c. j577 

VERTEBRATES. 

Histology of the nervous centres. —C. Goigi 

has investigated the morphology of ganglion-coils. 
His conclusions are in some respects very different 
from those of previous investigators, and, if confirmed, 
will mark an important advance in our knowledge 
of the subject. On this account we give a longer 
abstractthan usuhl for special papers. 

The origin of the nervous fibres depends on certain 
constant laws, uniform for the different centres, de¬ 
spite certain secondary differences in the morphology 
and distribution of the histological elements. The 
ganglion-cells may in general be distinguished from 
the other cells by their form, the appearance of their 
nuclei, and the inode of origin of their prolongations; 
hut they are especially characterized by the presence 
of the single nervous (Dei ter* s) process, which along 
enters into connection with the nerve-fibres to make 
part of, or constitute them. The protoplasmatic 
processes have nothing to do with the origin of the 
nerve-fibres, directly or indirectly: they are in rela¬ 
tion with tlie connective-tissue corpuscles (exactly 
how is not shown, so this may be questioned). As 
each cell has only one Peiter’s process, it follows 
that they are all really unipolar. The sensory and 
motor cells cannot be distinguished definitely by their 
form or size from one another; hut, as regards Del- 
ter’s process, two forms are distinguished, — the first 
is supposed to go with the motor colls, the second with 
the sensory. The established view that the process 
Is continued without branching Into the axis-cylin* 
der is discarded; for Golgi maintains that it gives off 
a more or less considerable number of . filaments pu 
Its way. In the first form, the process, although glv* 
Jug off filaments, still maintains its Individual tty, 
and can be followed to the points where it enters the 
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medullary sheath as the axis-cylinder. Correspond¬ 
ing nerve-fibres are found, which preserve their indi¬ 
viduality, notwithstanding the filaments they give 
off from the axis-cylinder, which can be followed to 
the gangllon-cella. The structures are supposed to 
belong to the sensory system. In the motor system 
the individuality of the process or of the fibre is 
lost In the gray substance, completely breaking up 
Into filaments which enter into the formation of a 
diffuse network. It would appear, then, that the 
motor process breaks up into filaments, forming a net¬ 
work, from which spring the other filaments, which 
unite to form Urn. motor axis-cyllndef. The network 
roally receives filaments also from the sensory pro¬ 
cess ami fibres; so that it may be regarded as a fun¬ 
damental nervous plexus, both sensory and motor, 
by means of which each fibre communicates, not 
with a single cell, bat with largo groups. The ten¬ 
dency is towards extended, not restricted, communi¬ 
cations; and there is no anatomical basis for the 
assumption of the isolated transmission of peripheral 
nervous impulses to hypothetical limited cellular in¬ 
dividualities. This investigation, therefore, lends 
no support to the theory of cerebral localization. 
Belter’s process is characterized from its origin by 
its greater homogeneous ness, its hyaline aspect and 
smooth surface, while the protoplasmatic processes 
are granular. 

Golgi lias also studied the histology of the cortex 
cerebri, especially to compare the anterior with the 
occipital convolutions. Mcynert’s plates, and divis¬ 
ion of the cortex into five layers, he thinks, do not 
agree with the reality. Golgi distinguishes three 
forms of ganglion-cells,—pyramidal, fusiform, and 
globular (or polygonal with rounded angles). He 
distinguishes three layers of about equal thickness. 
Ttye superficial layer is formed almost exclusively by 
rather Rmall pyramidal cells; the middle layer has, 
for the most part, larger pyramidal cells; while in the 
deep layer the fusiform cells prevail, and the globular 
cells, which occur throughout the cortex, are hero* 
most abundant. The largest pyramidal cells extend 
through the whole thickness of the cortex. Such Is 
the organization of the gyrvn centralis anterior {fron- 
4 alls ascendens), The organization of the superior 
occipital convolution is similar, except that the deep 
layer contains the globular colls almost exclusively. 
There are no anatomical features to indicate that the 
anterior convolutions are motor, the occipital sensory, 
as Hitzig and others have maintained. “ The specific 
functions of the different cerebral zones do not 
depend on the organization of these zones them¬ 
selves, but on the specific character of the peripheral 
organs which are connected with the fibres entering 
or leaving tlie zones in quest ion." -~{Arc/i. itaL biol. 
iii, 285.) o. s. m. [578 

Birds. 

Development of the heart. — Assaky maintains, 
1 °, that the heart arises in the chick as a double tube, 
as may be seen before the differentiation of the third 
protovertebra; 2°, the myocardium is constituted 
front the first by a network of anastomosing cells; 
the muscular fibres arise by endocjUular generation r 


8°, the muscle-cells are derived from amoeboid cell# 
[he., are mesenchymal], — (Comptes rendus, xevil. 
188.) c. fe. M, [5?? 

Plumages of the stone-ohat—Messrs. Butler, 
Fielding, and Reid seem finally to have solved the 
variations in plumage of this interesting bird.,, Ac¬ 
cording to them, there are nine different stages easily 
recognizable. Wc note with satisfaction that the 
theory of hybridization seems to be done away with* 
- (IMh, ISS.% 881 .) j. A. J. [580 

Mammals. 

The influenoe of quinine upon heat-dissipa¬ 
tion and heat-production. — In a late article by 
Wood and Reichert («/oum. qf physiol., iii, 321), the 
authors make the statement that quinine increases 
both heat-production and heat-dissipation, though, 
on the average, the percentage of increase of heat- 
dissipation largely exceeds that of heat-production. 

A desire to test the accuracy of these results has led 
Amtz to make a similar series of experiments. To 
measure the relative amount of heat-dissipation from 
the skin, he made use of a porous wooden cap, lined 
with felt, which could be applied to any part of the 
body. The temperature within the space thus en¬ 
closed was registered by a delicate thermometer. 
Any increase in the loss of heat through the skin 
would be shown, therefore, by the thermometer. 
Kxperiments were made upon men and rabbits in a 
normal healthy condition, the general results of 
which show that no increase in heat-dissipation fol¬ 
lows the injection of quinine. To explain the con¬ 
tradiction existing between bis own and Wood’s 
results, he supposes that the doses used by the latter 
were too large for the animal (dog) experimented 
upon; and the increase in heat-dissipation was prob¬ 
ably owing to the animal’s struggles and attempts to 
vomit. Two experiments that he made upon dogs, 
using the same dose as that given by Wood, tend to 
support this explanation. To determine the effect of 
quinine upon heat-production, spirometrlc observa¬ 
tions were made upon nonnal rabbits, and rabbits 
suffering from septic fever, /ttm amount, of oxygen 
absorbed being taken as an indication of the oxida¬ 
tions going on in the body. In normal rabbits, qui¬ 
nine was found to have no effect upon the amount of 
oxygen consumed; while, In febrile animals, It caused 
a diminution in the oxygen-consumption. The au¬ 
thor’s conclusion, with regard to the anti-pjjretic 
Action of quinine, is, that it acts in the first plaOe In¬ 
directly by destroying the organisms which give rise 
to the fever, and, in the second place, directly dimin¬ 
ishes the oxidations in the tissues of the body. 
[Pfliiyer** archiv, xxxl. 581.) w. H. H., Tm. 

Action of carbon dioxide and oxygen upon 
the mammalian heart. — The present paper by jECfttg 
forms an extension of some previous work of the 
same nature on the frog’s heart. HU experiments 
were made upo» dogs anaesthetized by means of mor¬ 
phia, and made to breathe in an atmosphere contain¬ 
ing different percentages of carbon dioxide or oxygen. 
With regard to the action of carbon dioxide h e tod#, ' 
ip accordance with previous observers, that It octaai v 
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a stimulus to the vaso motor anti card io inhibitory 
centres of the medulla; but, in Apposition to the state* 
meuts of Tranbe and Landois, he asserts that it dis¬ 
ables the intrinsic motor centres of the heart. Tic 
grounds this statement on the fact, that, after section 
of the vagi and the cervical cord, tlio heart soon ceases 
to beat, when the animal breathes in an atmosphere 
containing from twenty to forty per cent of carbon 
dioxide. Breathing in an atmosphere of oxygen 
Stimulates both the inhibitory and accelerator centres 
of the medulla: and the author repeats for the mam¬ 
mal a statement made with reference to the frog; viz., 
that oxygen acts as a constant stimulus for the heart- 
contractions. Want of oxygen, like carbon dioxide, 
stimulates llio inhibitory and vaso-motor centres, and 
first stimulates, then depresses, the accelerator centres. 
— (ArcJi, anal, physiol, XSSli, JWJ.) w. n. u. |582 

Maturation and impregnation of the mam¬ 
malian ovum. — G. Rein lias investigated these phe¬ 
nomena in rabbits and guinea-pigs. He describes 
minutely his manner of obtaining the desired mate¬ 
rial* In rabbits the tuba can be cut open, and exam¬ 
ined with a lens: in guinea-pigs it is better to collect 
the eggs by prosing out the excised tuba with a blunt 
Instrument. They may bo examined freHi in the 
fluid from the oviduct, and even kept so for some 
time, if the cover-glass is surrounded by a rim of oil, 
and the slide placed in a warm box. To preserve the 
eggs, fix with osmic acid, place thenfi for 

two or three days in Miiiier’s fluid, and mount in 
glycerine. 

The so-called corona radiata consists of the cells 
(changed to the spindle form) of the discus prolige- 
rus. It is most marked in the rabbit immediately 
before the bursting of the Graafian follicle, i.o,, nine 
to eleven hours after copulation; by which time one 
polar globule lias generally been formed. The cells 
of the corona present features most unusual in epi¬ 
thelial they are elongated, spindle or star shaped, 
with processes which branch often and anastomose 
With one another; they arc probably forced apart by 
the liquor folliculi, which accumulates, especially 
during the last hours before the bursting of the fol- 
llcle; after that event they resume their original 
form. As the ovum matures, the nucleus is distended, 
and assumes an eccentric position and oval form. 
The uucleotus is replaced now by a cluster of gran- 
tUe*,vyhich then scatter themselves through the yolk, 
become smaller and ultimately indistinguishable, 
tflfce nucleus comes to He close against the zona pel- 
lucida, and there is flattened out. The next change 
ia the expulsion of the first polar globule, which ap- 
he formed out of the germ-vesicle. No kary- 
okinetiefigures were obdbrved in connection with 
the process. Rein suggests that possibly the mam- 
taa)ian polar globules are not complete homologous 
•f ihMo of the lower animals. The maturation is 
Jfhrther marked by the contraction of the yolk, first, 
aMhepoiut where the polar globule is ejected; seo- 
'04r general, so that the yolk recedes, as in other 

In three cases 

ve protuberanoes on the yolk were observed (cf. 
ante, L 1138). .. In the mature ovum also 


appear yolk-grains larger and much darker than tho 
other granules. In four cases a second nucleus was 
observed more In tho centre of the egg, probably the 
egg-nucleus (or female pronucleus). 

Impregnation takes place in the middle third of 
the tuba thirteen to seventeen hours after copulation. 
Two pronuclei (male and female) arc seen In the 
ovum: they travel towards one another, meet eccen¬ 
trically, make amoeboid movements, and sometimes 
arc quite near the surface. The radiating lines could 
not be seen in must cases around the pronuclei. At 
the time of impregnation the cells of the corona 
have partly fallen off. Numerous spermatozoa crowd 
around the egg, several pass the zona; but probably 
only oncgcnters the yolk. The pronuclei pass to tho 
centre of the ovum, the amoeboid movements con¬ 
tinue; one protmcleus becomes orescent-shaped, and 
embraces the other: the two then probably unite. — 
{Arch, mi has. attain xxii. ) o. s. at. [583 

Duration of systole and diastole of heart¬ 
beat.— From a series of experiments made upon tho 
dog, Ilowcll and Ely have come to the conclusion 
that variations of arterial procure from fifty milli¬ 
metres to a hundred amt sixty millimetres of mercury 
have uo direct effect whatever upon the duration of 
either systole or diastole. The experiments were 
carried out upon hearts completely isolated from 
every other organ of the body, except the lungs, after 
the method devised by Prof, Martin. The contrac¬ 
tions of the heart were registered by means of a Ffck 
spring manometer connected with tho cavity of tho 
right ventricle, and the time relations of the beat 
were determined by comparing this curve with the 
simultaneous tracing of a tuning fork vibrating fifty 
times a second. — (Stud, blol. lab. Johan llvpk. unfa., 
ii. 45H.) w. u. ii. [584 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Tattooing among civilized people. —Last De¬ 
cember Dr. Robert Fletcher read a paper on tattooing 
among civilized people, which he Is now publishing. 
The custom presents itself from two points of view, — 
the medico-legal and the anthropological. Compared 
with the elaborate tattooing of many savage tribes, tbe # 
designs which sailors, soldiers, and, above all, crimi¬ 
nals, have Imprinted on their persons, are trivial or 
offensive in subject, or clumsy in execution. In 1869 
Bercbou made t*everal reports to the French govern¬ 
ment on tattooing among sailors and criminals, and 
published a work entitled 1 llistoire m&iicale du ta- 
touage,* At the meeting in Algiers in 1881, of the 
French association for the advancement of science, 
Magitat exhibited a chart showing the geographical 
distribution of tattooing, according to methods, as 
follows: 1. By pricking; 2. By simple incision; 3. By, 
ulceration or burning; 4. Hypodermic tattooing; 5. 
Mixed tattooing. Among the distinguished observers 
of tills practice are Cesar Lombroso of Turin, and 
Dr. A. Laeassagne of Lyons. Lombroso publishes a 
chapter on tattooing in his * L’uonao deliquente,’ and 
L&assagne is the author of a volume entitled *l»ei 
ta ton ages, <$iude anthropologique et medico- legale,* 
He gives a table shewing the parts of the body oper- 
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ated upon In 878 subject*, and also onecontal Ring the 
details of 1,883 tracings obtained from the battalion 


4’Afrlque, as follows: — 

Patriotic and religions emblems . 91 

Professional emblems ....... 98 

Inscriptions.Ill 

Military emblems.149 

Metaphorical emblems . ..260 

Amorous and erotic emblems .... 280 


Fantastic, historical, and miscellaneous, 344 

1,333 

The reader will find this one of the most entertain¬ 
ing and instructive anthropological papers wlfich 
have appeared in a long time. — (Tram, anthrop. soc. 
Washlnt/ton, II. 40.) j. w. p. * [583 

The Mexican pulque. — “ One of the first objects 
to claim the attention of the conquerors of Mexico / } 
says Carl Beni, “ was the maguey-plant (Agave ameri- 
cana; Mexican, neutttl ). Its manifold uses and prod¬ 
ucts, considered in relation to the inhabitants of that 
region ami to their maimer of living, render interest¬ 
ing the study of this vegetable, which is justly called 
pianta dell# meravfalifi” Do Candolle thinks that 
the plant Is of Mexican origin; but the place where 
it was discovered to furnish a beverage is uncertain, 
for traditions concerning it are intimately connected 
with the history of the ancient peoples who occupied 
the central plateaus of South America. According 
to the Mexican traditions, Ixquitecatl was the first 
to invent the method of drawing the sweet juice 
from the maguey, amt Titlacahuan used pulque to 
Intoxicate Quelzaleoutl and to induce him to go into 
exile. Another legend bays, that in 1045 the juice 
of the plant was introduced as a drink among the 
royai family. Signor Beni has collected from various 
sources the references to the uses of this celebrated 


plant, and in 1878* while in Mexico, made ebitte dblll^ 
rations on its cultivation and uses. The foihtwliigl* 1 
the analysis of the sap and of the fermented liquor:—* 



Sap. 

Pulque. 

Albuminous substances. 

Sugar... 

Salt* . . .. 

Absolute alcohol. 

Water, ga«, and waste. 

( 1 

SMO 

06.M 

7.26 

0.00 

ST1.81 

12 AT 
S.tt 
2*0 
M.S0 
040 20 

loOu.uO 
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<•—(Arc/tft). per Vantrop ., xiii. 13.) j. w. P. [386 


The use of mollusks. — I>r. A. T. de Rnche- 
brunc has written a second memoir upon mollusks 
among ancient and modern peoples, this time treat¬ 
ing of shells in the sepulchres of Ecuador and New 
Granada. The mounds of the United States furnish 
some beautiful specimens of aboriginal art in shell,, 
and our archeologists have not been slow in taking 
advantage of the interest clustering about these ob¬ 
jects. The relative rarity of mollusks utilized by the 
ancient inhabitants of the Peruvian coast is noticed 
by M. Rochebrune. The farther north we go, the 
more pronounced this poverty becomes. Indeed, the 
following five species are all that the author has 
found from that region: — 

1 . Spondylus llmbatus Sow, statuettes and neck¬ 

laces. 

2 . Venus multlcostata Sow, spangles, necklaces. 

3. Patella olla Brod., bangles, quippus(?) beads. 

4. Oliva splendidula Sow, bangles, pendants. 

5. Fasciolaria salmo Wood, pieces for clothing. 

Two or three of the objects are carved with some 

elaborateness of design. — (Hev. d’ethnog., ii. 311.) 
j. w. p. [587 


INTELLIGENCE FROM AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 


GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

Geological survey. 

Comparative paleontology of the Devonian forma¬ 
tion .— Prof. II. S. Williams has recently been devot¬ 
ing his attention especially to this formation in west¬ 
ern New York, and, In a preliminary report to the 
director, makes known some interesting facte as a 
result of his study of the materials collected by him 
during the past summer. 

In the black shales, which in New York lie between 
beds containing Hamilton faunas below and those 
bearing Portage faunas above, he has found Idngulas 
Indistinguishable from those of the Cleveland shales; 
also conodont teeth identical in form with those de¬ 
scribed from the same Cleveland beds, and Sporangltqs 
and Palaeoniscus scales. Species, therefore, regarded 
by Ohio geologists as characteristic of the Cleveland 
shales (Waverly), occur together in a similar black 
shale in New York, which there is known t6 underdo 
the upper Devonian. Profeasof^WllHams says, how¬ 


ever, that, although the identity of the two faunas can 
scarcely bo disputed, he is not so sure that it is,an 
indication of synchronous deposition. The various 
black shales of Ohio are more nearly continuous there 
than in New York; and he says It is pretty clear that 
the Intercalated sandy deposits are of a more eastern 
origin. At the horizon of upper Devonian the sands 
are purer and of lighter color as we go westward and 
south-westward; and in some of the quarries of west¬ 
ern New York, sandstones very similar to the Ohio 
Waverly stone are met with. In these sands distinct 
quartz pebbles have been found, nearly as low as the 
point where the first member of the typical Chemung 
fauna is obtained, leading Professor William* to sue* 
pect that true conglomerates may, in some geograph¬ 
ical area, have been contemporaneous with the eddy 
Cheraungfauna. He says the evidences***© accumu¬ 
lating in support of the hypothesis that the 1 
conglomerates are the geographical representatives of 
deposits of much finer character farther north, in 
which the Chemung faunas appear. He meets the; 
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for # Mg& geological position of the con- 
!fi*f <m an assumed regular dip towards 
the south-west in this region) by the supposition that 
conglomerates must express nearness to shore, and 
tha^Vunning along a line from shore into deep water, 

It U safe to assume that for any given length of time 
the thickness of the deposit will diminish with the 
dfstapce from the shore; and hence, if the general 
relation of shore to deep Water continued through the 
tipper Devonian, the dip of the strata will diminish 
as we ascend in the series, ami the tendency of one 
who depended upon a general rate of dip would be to 
reckon the more southern deposits too high. Profes¬ 
sor Williams has good evidence that this has been 
done for the sands of Wyoming and Alleghany coun¬ 
ties. 

Professor Williams's observations lead him to the 
opinion (which may be modified by further facts), that 
the sandstones lying at the top of the series at Por¬ 
tage Kalla, barren of fossils so far as reported, are, 
when taken as a mass, strntigraphically identical with 
the lower Chemung sandstones farther south and 
west, and that geographical conditions had more to 
do with the presence or absence of the Chemung 
fauna than had the geological time of the deposit, 
after once the Chemung fauna appeared in the sea. 

The present stage of Professor Williams's investiga¬ 
tions leads him to the following opinion as to the 
distribution of faunas at this mid upper Devonian 
for the eastern area: — 

1. A Hamilton fauna coming in from the east and 
north, and extending around the southern border of 
the old paleozoic continent Into the interior sea, 
through Canada West, Michigan, etc,, to Iowa, etc. 

2. A black slate fauna, at first reaching quite to the 
eastern New York areas, but, with the advance of 
time, oscillating back and forth, each stage withdraw¬ 
ing farther and farther to the west and south. 

8. A spArse Portage fauna, mainly small hunelli- 
branchsaml pternpods ami cephalopoda, rather pelagic 
la character, common over the New York area, but 
whose centre or origin he is unable to trace. 

4. A Chemung fauna from the south and east, push- 
lng'ftorthward with the withdrawal of tho Hamilton 
fauna, mingling with it at first In eastern New York 
areas, but in western New York not appearing at 
all until the complete withdrawal of the Hamilton 
fauna* 

There are also traces of a fifth fauna over this re¬ 
gion; for, as the Chemung fauna is followed towards 
the western part of the state, species characteristic 
o# the anbcarbonlferous of the iuterior begin to ap¬ 
pear, both to the nature of the varietal modifications 
of the species and In the rase new forms mixed with 
ttye Chemung species, leading to the suspicion that 
the subcarboniferous faunas of the western interior 
may have been contemporaneous with the Chemung 
faunas of New York and Pennsylvania, He says, 
however, that the solution of this problem must be 
leftuatti a more thorough study of the western in- 
todew deposits and their faunae is made, and that the 
problems involved are too complex to make hasty 
«e^ar#iaatfon« safe* 


These investigations have been partly to the line 
of some remarks made by Professor James Hall to 
the 4 Paleontology of New York* (vol. iv, part 1., 
March, 2867, p. 267), where he speaks of the diminu¬ 
tion of Devonian types and the augmentation of car¬ 
boniferous types in the same beds in western New 
York, and also expresses the opinion that the min¬ 
gling of Devonian and carboniferous aspects is due to 
geographical and physical conditions, and not to dif¬ 
ference In Age or chronological sequence of the beds 
which contain the fossils. Professor William's is 
elaborating this idea, and is dissecting the faunas 
and tracing them U> their centres of distribution. 


NOTES AND NEWS . 


Professor Syi.vertuh, who has resigned the chair 
of mathematics at tho Johns Hopkins university, 
and has been appointed to the Savilian professorship 
of geometry at the University of Oxford, sailed for 
Europe on Saturday hist, Dec. 22. The night before 
his departure from Baltimore, a farewell assembly 
was held at the university in his honor. Mr, Matthew 
Arnold, who was present, made a brief speech. Res¬ 
olutions were read on behalf of the board of trustees 
and of tho teachers jn the university, expressing 
their profound regret at the departure of Professor 
Sylvester, and the highest appreciation of his work 
and of the great stimulus his presence has given to 
mathematical research in this country. Professor 
Sylvester responded in a speech of characteristic 
warm til and nuivrtv, in which, along with most 
enthusiastic admiration and approval of the univer¬ 
sity he has helped to inaugurate, he took the oppor¬ 
tunity of making some pointed suggest ions. One of 
these was addressed to mill inn nairas, io whom he 
indicated several ways in which, while aiding the 
Johns Hopkins university, they might secure for 
themselves imperishable fame. Another pointed at 
the advisability of introducing a system of pensions 
or some equivalent provision for superannuated and 
disabled professors; and still another was a protest 
against the dismemberment of a university library by 
the establishment of specialized branches. Professor 
Sylvester’s departure removes from the university 
not only the most distinguished scientific man, but 
the most interesting personality connected with it; 
atul his absence wili make a gap in the general life 
of the university no less than in ins own department. 
It is hardly to our credit/ t hat no American college 
has conferred an honorary degree upon him during 
hie residence In this country. 

— In his recent address to the Royal society, Presi¬ 
dent Huxley states that thirty-eight of the Chal¬ 
lenger reports have been published, forming eight 
quarto volumes, with 4,196 pages of 1 otter-press, 
486 lithographic plates, and other illustrations. 
Thifty-faur of these memoirs are on zoological, four 
on jjlby^lcal, subjects. Nine reports are now nearly all 
in type, and some of them partly printed. These 
yi{l be published within three months, and will form 
three, zoological volumes with 289 plates and many 
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woodcuts, and one physical volume with many dia¬ 
grams and maps: this latter volume will contain the 
report on the coiupowiiion of ocean water, the specific 
gravity and temperature observations. A consider¬ 
able part of the general narrative of the cruise is now 
In type, ^nd nearly all the illustrations are prepared. 
The narrative will extend to two volumes; and it is 
expected they will be ready for Issue in May or June, 
1884. The work connected with the remaining forty- 
two special reports is in most instances progressing 
satisfactorily. Portions of the manuscript for three 
of the larger memoirs have been received and put in 
type, and the manuscript of mflny others is in a 
forward state. For these memoirs, 480 lithographic 
plates have been printed off and delivered to the 
binders, 404 others arc now on stone, and the draw¬ 
ings for many more are being prepared. It. is esti¬ 
mated that the whole work connected with the report 
will he completed in the summer of 1887. 

— Professor J lux ley also expresses a regret that the 
admirable energy of the government in taking meas¬ 
ures to make the recent advances of metlic.il selenco 
available during the late outbreak of cholera in 
Egypt was not. extended beyond the purely prac¬ 
tical side of the matter, or perhaps not ho far as the 
practical side in the proper sense; for, until wo know 
something about the causes of that terrible disease, 
our measures for prevention and for cure w ill be alike 
leaps in tho dark. 

Those, he says, who have looked into the literature 
of cholera may perhaps be disposed to think that a 
new search after its cause will add hut another to the 
innumerable wild hypotheses which have been set 
afloat on that topic; and yet devastating epidemics, 
like the pebrine of the silkworm, so similar in their 
fatality and their apparently capricious spread that 
careful Investigators have not hesitated to institute a 
detailed comparison of the phenomena of this disease 
with those of cholera, have been proved by Pasteur 
to be the work of microscopic organisms; and hardly 
less fatal epidemics, such as splenic fever, have been 
traced t o similar agencies. In both these cases, knowl¬ 
edge of the causes, and of the conditions which limit 
the operation of the causes, has led to the invention 
of effectual methods of cure. And It is assuredly, 
in the present state of science, something more than 
a permissible hypothesis, that the cause .of cholera 
may be an organic living mat erics morbi, and that 
the discovery of the proper curative and prophylactic 
measures will follow upon the determination of the 
naturd and conditions of existence of these organisms. 

If this reasoning is just, it is certainly to bo re¬ 
gretted that the opportunity of the outbreak of cholera 
In Egypt was not utilized for the purposes of scientific 
Investigation into the cause of the epidemic. There 
are able, zealous, and courageous young pathologists 
In England who would have been willing enough to 
undertake the labor gild the risk; and it seems a pity 
that England should Jeavo to Germany and to France 
an enterprise which requires no less daring than arctic 
or African explorai ion, but which, If successful, would 
be of a thousand times more value to mankind tjmn 
the most, complete knowledge si the barm ice-wastes 
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of the pole or of the sweltering barbarisfp of 
equator. It may be said that inquiries into the causa¬ 
tion of cholera have been for some years conducted 
in India by the government without yielding any-'very 
definite result; but this is perhaps rather an argument 
in favor of, than against, setting fresh minds to work 
upon the* problem. 

—Professor George Davidson read papers at the 
meeting of the California academy of sciences, Nov. 
fi, on the solar eclipse of Oct. 40, 1884, and tlieftp- 
pea ranee of Saturn as seen at the Dearborn observa¬ 
tory under very favorable conditions. Ho said of the 
hitler, ** The evening was clear and pleasant, and 
nearly calm. . . . The atmosphere was charged with 
aqueous vapor, and the dew ran down tho observa¬ 
tory almost like rain, . . . Hut one of the best re¬ 
vealed features . . . was tho undoubted difference 
in brightness of the gauzy ring at tho two ansae. 
The preceding part was decidedly brighter than the 
following ansa. ... I should mention, that, iu ray 
limited experience in examining Saturn, I have 
never seen the atmospheric conditions so nearly 
perfect as they were that night. ... I saw more 
than is given in the beautiful Cambridge drawing.** 

Profe-sor Davidson also spoke of a brilliant meteor 
as follows: “On the evening of Oct. Sfi), at eleven 
o’clock, a remarkably brilliant meteor passed verti¬ 
cally downwards very near to Erbium (Si mag.). It 
illuminated the street, and its light cwst a strong 
shadow. The train, about five degrees long, was 
persistent for three or four sccouds, with an intense, 
vivid brightness, then faded away to a white, vapor¬ 
ous-looking streak, which assumed a wavy motion for 
three or four seconds, and then vanished. The color 
was an intense white, tinged with a purplish hue; 
and the brightest part of the train which was left 
was not at the point of disappearance, but about the 
middle of its length.’* 

At. a later meeting of the academy. Professor Da¬ 
vidson spoke of Troirvelot's red star, kjcu during the 
solar eclipse of May 0, and took the ground that 
<5 Arietes was the star seen by Trouvelot. 

Fidl accounts of all these papers were given in the 
Minin# and scUmtiflc press, San Francisco. # 

— We take the following account of the awards hi 
medals recently made by the council of the lioyal se- 
ciety from Professor Huxley's presidential address 

The number, the variety, and the importance of Sir 
William Thomson’s contributions to mathematical 
and experimental physics arc matters of common 
knowledge-; ami the fellows of the society will be 
more gratified than surprised to bear that the council 
have this year awarded him tbe Copley medal, — the 
highest houor which it Is In their power to kestowV 
Sir William Thomson has taken a fomtwst plao#* 
among those to whom the remarkable development 
of the theory of thermodynamics and of electricity 
the last forty years U due. Hts share In the esipi&$*/: 
mental treatment 6f these subjects has been ho tota 
considerable; while his constructive ability in 
ing science to practice U manifested by the 
of instruments bearing his name which ore 
ent iu use in the physical laboratory mud in the 
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I 1 graph-office, Moreover, jn propounding his views on 
the universal dissipation energy am] on vortex mo¬ 
tion and molecular"vortices, Sir William Thomson 
has propounded conceptions which belong to the pri- 
ma philosophic of physical science, and will assuredly 
lead the physicist, of the future to attempt once more 
to grapple with those problems concerning Hie ulti¬ 
mate, construction of the material world which Des¬ 
cartes and Leibnitz attempted to solve, but which 
have been sedulously ignored by most of their suc¬ 
cessors. 

One Royal medal ha« been awarded to Dr. T. 
Archer Hirst, F.R.S., for his investigations in pure 
geometry, and more particularly for his researches 
into the correlation of two planes and into the com¬ 
plexes generated by them. 

The other Koval medal has been awarded to Dr. 
J. $. Burdon Sanderson, P.K.8., for the eminent 
services which lie has rendered to physiology and 
pathology, and especially for bin researches on the 
electrical phenomena exhibited by plants, and for bis 
Investigations into the relation of minute organisms 
to disease. In making this award, the council desire 
not merely to recognize the merit of Dr. Burdon 
Sanderson’s researches, especially those on the anal¬ 
ogy between the electrical changes w hich take place 
in the contractile tissues of plants and those which 
occur in the like tlssue^of animals, but to mark their 
tense of the Important influence which Dr. Sauder- 
$on has exerted upon the study of physiology ami 
pathology in this country. 

The Davy medal has this year been again awarded 
In duplicate; tile recipients being M. Marcellin Ber- 
* thelot, member of the Institute of France, ami foreign 
member of the Royal society, and Professor Julius 
\ Thomsen of Copenhagen. The thermoehemical re¬ 
searches of Berthelot. and Thomsen have extended 
over many years, and have involved an immense 
amount of work, partly in the application of estab¬ 
lished methods to new cases, partly in devising now 
methods and applying them to cases in which the* 
older methods were not applicable. Chemists had 
identified a vast variety of substances, and had deter¬ 
mined the exact composition of nearly all of them; 
but Of the forces which held together the elements of 
oilCb compound they knew but little. It was know n 
that certain elements combine with one another with 
great evolution of heat-forming products in which 
they arc firmly milted; while other elements combine 
but feebly, and with little evolution of heat. But the 
materials for forming any general theory of the forces 
- Of chemical combination were but scanty and in)per¬ 
fect. The labors of Messrs. Berthelot ami Thomsen 
Itave done much towards supplying that want, and 
they wttl be of the utmost value for the advancement 

'NZiLp?, Charles W. Dabney, director of the North 
Oorobna agricultural experiment-station, has issued 
ular urging the necessity of a strictly scientific 
Journal in this country* either a quar- 
monthly. Those interested should address 
atUahdgU, N.C, . The station at Raleigh 
fti ffeportad to be In a prosperous condition. 


— The next number of the Journal of the Cincinnati 
society q/* natural history will contain a biographical 
sketch and a steel-plate portrait of the late V. T» 
Chambers, the entomologist. Mr. Chambers was at 
one time president of the society, and at all times 
one of its ibost active members. 

— The Ohio mechanics’ institute of Cincinnati has 
Inaugurated a series of popular scientific lectures on 
a plan pursued in former years. The lecturers and 
the topics for this series are as follows: Prof. T. 0. 
Mendenhall, ‘The electric light Prof. C, L, Meea, 
4 Molecular motion ami crystallization;' Prof. F. W. 
Putiyun, 4 Ancient arts of North-American nations; ’ 
Dr. A. Springer, ‘The e<41 and hs functions;’ Prof. 
K. 8. Morse, ‘Japan;’ Prof. Thomas French, juti., 
* Sound / Prof. W. L. Dudley, ‘Water;’ Prof. T. XI. 
Norton, ‘Recent advances in chemical technology;’ 
Prof. J. J.k Porter, ‘Mining and metallurgy.* The 
first two of these have already been given. The others 
will follow at intervals of about two weeks. 

— The course of free popular scientific lectures 
just concluded by the Cincinnati society of natural 
history was a great success. Right lectures were 
delivered on topics connected with zoology by mem¬ 
bers of the society. They were given every Friday 
evening from Oct. JO to Dec. 7, and were attended 
by as large audiences as the lecture-room would ac¬ 
commodate. The lecture committee is arranging 
for another course, to begin on Jan. 4 ; and those lec¬ 
tures will treat of topics connected with geology and 
mineralogy. ‘Hems,’ ‘Marbles and corals,’ 4 Phys¬ 
ical geography of ihe United States/ and ‘Fossil 
botany/ are some of the subjects. The officers of 
the soejefy deserve credit for their efforts to make the 
institution of practical educational value. 

— It is proposed to hold during the year 1884, says 
Nature, an international exhibition, which shall also 
illustrate certain branches of health and education, 
and which will occupy the buildings at South Ken¬ 
sington erected for the fisheries exhibition. The 
object of the exhibition will be to illustrate, as viv¬ 
idly and in as practical a manner as possible, food, 
dress, the dwelling, the school, and the workshop, as 
affecting the conditions of healthful life, and also 
to bring into public notice many of the most recent 
appliances for elementary school-tefteJjiug ami instruc¬ 
tion In applied science, art, and handicrafts. Tim in¬ 
fluence of modern sanitary knowledge and intellectual 
progress upon the welfare of the people of all classes 
ami all nations will thus be practically demonstrated, 
and an attempt will be made to display the most valu¬ 
able and recent advances which have been attained 
in these hnpbrtant subjects. The exhibition will be 
divided into two main sections, *— I. Health; It. .Edu¬ 
cation,—and will be further subdivided into six princi¬ 
pal groups. In the first group it is intended specially 
to illustrate the food-resources of the world, and the 
beet and most economical methods of utilizing them. 
For the sake of comparison, not only will specimen# 
of foot! from ail countries be exhibited, but the vari¬ 
ous methods of preparing, cooking, and serving food 
wiU be practically shown. The numerous processes 
of manufacture conducted with the preparation of 
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articke of food and drink will thus bo exemplified; 
and, so far as the perishable nature of the articles 
will admit, full ill listrations will be given or the vari¬ 
ous descriptions of foods themselves. In t le second 
group, dress, chiefly In its relation to health, will be 
displayed. Illustrations of the clothing of f he princi¬ 
pal peoples of the world may be expected and a part 
of tliis exhibition, which, it is anticipated, will ho 
held in the galleries of the Koyal Albert Hall, will be 
devoted to the history of costume. In the third, 
fourth, and fifth groups will bo comprised all that 
pertains to the healthful con«tnuglon and fitting of 
the dwelling, the school, and the workshop, not *mly 
an respects the needful arrangements for sanitation, 
but. also the fittings and furniture generally in their 
effect on the health of the inmates. The most im¬ 
proved methods of school construction will he shown; 
and the modes of combating and preventing the evils 
of unhealthy trades* occupations, and processes of 
manufacture, will form portions of the exhibition. 
The sixth group will comprise all that relates to pri¬ 
mary, technical, and art education, and will include 
designs and models for school-buildings, apparatus 
and appliances for teaching, diagrams, text-hooks, 
etc. Special attention will be directed to technical 
ami art education, to the results of industrial teach¬ 
ing, and to the introduction of manual and handi¬ 
craft work into schools. 

— The member* of the polar meteorological statiou 
which Denmark maintained at Godilmab in Green¬ 
land have just returned to Copenhagen. According 
to Nature, the chief of the expedition, Lieut. A. 
Paulsen, report*, that, having left Copenhagen on 
May IN, 18S2, in the sailing-ship Cores, they arrived 
at Godthaab on June 14. On the voyage out, obser¬ 
vations of the temperature of the sea and air were 
made every hour. On the arrival out, the expedition 
had to select the most suitable spot for the erection 
of the four wooden buildings brought with them, in 
which the magnetic and astronomical observation® 
were to be made. A small mountain ridge near the 
church in the colony was chosen for this, as the pre¬ 
liminary researches In its neighborhood showed that 
► the in flue n<re of iron strata on the magnetic current 
was here very small. The buildings were then 
erected, and the pillars raided on which the transit 
Instrument, the great astronomical clock, and the 
eight different magnetical instruments, were mounted, 
and simultaneously the instrument* for the meteoro¬ 
logical observations were also placed ; so that the 
weathercock ami the anemometers, as wel 1 as the 
thermometer hut, wtue situated as free as possible. 
On Aug. 1 the meteorological observations could be 
commenced, but the magnetic ones were through au 
accident delayed until the 7th, From that date com¬ 
plete observations were made in exact accordance 
with the international programme, without inter¬ 
ruption, every hour until Aug. 31 this year; and the 
expedition has thereby fully accomplished its object, 
vit., of obtaining a full year’s magnetica! and me¬ 
teorological observations in this locality* A num¬ 
ber of other scientific researches have also been 
pursued, of which those oa®the aurora borealis 
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should particularly be mentioned. This phoneme* ' 
non was frequently observed and studied during 
the winter, while some exceedingly valuable static 
tics were obtained as to the altitude of the aurora 1 
boreali* above the earth’s surface by measurement? 
effected simultaneously in various places by light- 
signal*. The measurements of atmospheric electri¬ 
city have also led to valuable results. It is stated 
to have been the best equipped polar expedition 
ever despatched from Denmark. 

— M. Langier, at a meeting of the Acadgmie des 
sciences held on Oct . 22, described a method"of disin¬ 
fecting plants for exportation, practised by himself 
and Dr, Koenig at Nice. Borne branches of vine in¬ 
fected with phylloxera were treated with a solution 
of sulphocarbonate of ethyl, the eggs and phylloxera., 
being completely destroyed. The plants submitted 
to the trial do not seem in general to have suffered * 
from It. For the first trials in disinfecting leaves and 
twigs, gaseous hydrocyanic acid was used, as pro¬ 
posed by Dr. Koenig; and for tho roots and surround¬ 
ing earth, sulphocarbonate of potassium in weak 
solution. Their experiments, they believe, will be of 
great service to the flower-cultivators of the Kivicra. 

— The distinguished French geodesist, M. Antoine 
d’Abbadie, writes to the editor of Nature , regarding 
units of angular measure, as follows: — 

** We probably owe our degree* either to the earlier aupposed 
year of ;iol) deya, or to the tact lbut thU number ban many dt- 
viwon*, although snob diviners afford no practical advantago. 
When trigonometrical functions wero ttubsoqaently discovered,, 
it wiih found that the natural unit Is not the circle, but the quad- 
runt or right angle. Our ay Ntum of numeration being decimal, 
it was then most convenient to divide the quadrant decimally; 
ami the circle is thus considered a* composed of four, forty, four 
hundred, etc., parts, according to the degree of exactness re- 
qulred. This was proposed by Briggs when preparing his logo* 
rlthms, which are bused on decimal*; but urifortutintely it Wo* 
then sol aside. Revived a long time after by Lagrange, ft wgg 
acted upon by Laplace in his Mucanlque celeste. Nowadays deof* 
uml divisions of the quadrant are the only ones used by French ge¬ 
odesists. ... In Italy two geodesists wero instructed to obsorva 
am) calculate. In both the centesimal and the sexagesimal systems, 
the same large lot of angle*. It was then found that the two 
of decimals gave a saving of two-sevenlhs of time, eftbOr Id 
observation or in calculation. This result was unknown to Str 
George Airy ; but he judged rightly that tho conversion of alt . 
sexagesimal angles luto decimal ones would materially lighten 
his labors, and he actually did so when calculating all the lunar 
observations previously made at Greenwich.” 

— Prof. H. (t. Van (le Bande Bakhuyzen, the di¬ 
rector of the observatory at Leiden, announces the 
completion of a new catalogue of star-places 1 began- 
by Hock, and continued by Dr. Kara, and contained 
in the first sixty-six volumes of the Antron^miecfie 
nachrlditen). The catalogue will contain nearly five 
thousand stars, reduced to the epoch 1853.0, with She 
data pertaining to the observations, antf the usual 
element* for carrying forward the star positions, ‘ ^ 

— The last expedition of Lesssr toward ^thb, 

was attended with severe hardships. He lost nearly 
all his animals; and to save his famished escort,*] most < 
destitute of water and provisions in the desert, 
obliged to seek as&Ltanee from the Khlvans, 
with three years painful and continual exid ornttoi t,; 
the explorer thinks of returning to Europe. 
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Antiquity of roan in Amerioa, 779. 
Antrostomus vociforus, 167. 

Aortic Insufficiency, 087. 

Apatites containing iodine, 948. 
Appalachian mountaJn-olnb, 610. 

Apteryx, respiratory organs of, 376. 
Aqullegia, 691; longisslma, 691. 

Arago laboratory at Banyuls, ill. 556. 
Archaeological Institute of America, iU . 
646, 753. 

Archeology. American, lectures on, 681; 

in Indiu, 809; in Portugal, 764. 
Archltcuthls, model of, at Fisheries exhi¬ 
bition, 683. 

Archiv fUr anthropologic, 607. 

Arctic expeditions, peramlcan for, 471; 

land, 509; notes, 318, 300. 

Arlon hortensis, slime-spinning by, 492. 
Arithmetic, binary, 755; rule for division 
in, 788. 

Arkansas, forest-trees of, 342. 

Arlberg tunnel, 781, 

Arrow release, 360. 

Artemla sallna, 671, 

Arterial pressure, 027. 

Artesian wells, 110. 

Arthur, J. O. A supposed poisonous 
seaweed in the lakes or Minnesota, 833. 
Asanhus, 341, 

Asclopias, pollination of, 497. 

Ascospores in Saccharomyoes, 847. 
AsnaunnKR, O. A. The Dora coal-field, 
Virginia, 794. 

Asia, Pulmonata of, 499, 

Asparagin, chemistry of, 909. 

Asphalt mortar, 410. 

Aspidonoctes apinlfer, 338. 

Assassins, skulls of, 212. 

Association tor advancement of science and 
teaching, 210. 

Assos, explorations at, iU . 646; meeting, 
report of, 712. 

Astarte triquetra, *77. 

Astronomical Instruments, 202, 

Astronomy, biographical history of, 623; 

illustrative apparatus for, ill. 218. 
Atlantic Ocean, age of, 666, 

Atmospboric electricity, *91, 

Atomic motions, nature of, 76,128. 
Audibility, limit of, 4*. 

Anglte, 464. 

Aurantiaccae, spines of, 066* 

Aurleulidao, shell In, 871. 

Aurora, 472, Ut, 75* 

Auroral experiment* in Lapland# iU. 819. 
Australia, bismuth of, 554* 

Australian does systems, 69 ; com) flora, 

0 *0. 


AUioors, suggestion to, voo. 
Automatism, ooasdous, 888. 

An wars, on the Merttncrjakrbuch, 771. 

Agtae mnsio, *65# 


B., L. English ch, 712; teaching language 
to brutes, 682. 

. B., M. Area of a plane triangle, 794. 

‘ F. E. vestiges of glacial man 

in central Minnesota, 369. 

Babylonian research, 40. 

Bacteria, 466. 

Baird, Gk W. The electric light on the 
0. 6. flsh-oommiss Ion steamer Albatross, 
ill. 642.671. 706. 

Baker, M. Magnetic observations at Los 
Angeles, Cal., ill. 68. 

Baker, *T. U. A comparison of terra- 
cotta lumber with other materials, 292. 

Baliucci, L. The earthquake of July 
28 ,1883, In the Island of Ischia, iU. 896. 

Balfour, Frauds Maitland, portrait, 299; 
his researches on Peripatua, ill. 306. 

Balloon, toll of, ill. 189; of Paris obser¬ 
vatory, 451. 

Banyuls, Arago laboratory at, ill. 666. 

Barite, reproduction of, 818. 

Barley, growth of, 448. 

Barometric laws, 310; maxima and min¬ 
ima, 451. 

Barrande, Joachim, portrait , 699, 727; be¬ 
quest of, 726. 

Basal substonoe, structureless, 161. 

Basalt, Ottendorf, 971. 

Basic process at Peine works, 308. 

Batstoe River, Ashes of, 103. 

Bavarian forest, 188; meteorology, 901. 

Beal, W. J. Agriculture: its needs and 
opportunities, 328. 

Beavers at London fisheries exhibition, 28. 

Beet-Juice, glutamin in, 017. 

Belgium, goology of, 14. 

Bell, A. M. A universal language and its 
vehicle, — a universal alphabet, 860 . 

Bell’s Primer of visible speech, reviewed, 
204. 


Bon Nevis, meteorological observatory on, 
666; observations at, 208. 

Benedict, J. K. Invertebrates captured 
by the Albatross, 617. 

Bensotrichlorldc, phenols, and pbenylath- 
ines, 00. 

Bering Sea, news from, 208. 

Berlin, anthropology at, 539. 

Berliner Jahrbucb, 711. 

Beryllium, spectrum of, 943* 

Bossomerizing copper mattes, 838. 

Bioelow, H. R. The mechanism of direc¬ 
tion, 622. 

Binary arithmetic, experiments in, 765. 

Blrebbark poems, 414. 

Bird-life, New-Kngland, 387. 

Birds’ ears, ill . 422, 662, 686. 

Birds, Illinois, 989; intelligence of, SOI; 
notes of, 167; of Tonkak, 99; pacinian 
oorpusoles of, 460. 

Bismuth of Australia, 504; solutions, 
electrolysis of, 141. 

Blslura, anatomy of, 488. 

Blaokbam, G. E.,on naming oculars, 466. 

Blake, J. F-, on St. David’s rooks, 636. 

Blake dredgings, 574. 

Bleaching, 540. 

Bllssus lencopterus, 640. 

Blood corpuscles, colorless, 368; serum, 
chemistry and physiology of, 31; ves¬ 
sels, 46*. 

Boas, J. K. V., on the phytogeny of the 
higher Crustacea, 799. 

Body and will, 600. 

Bo) lurs, compound sngines and, 477# 

Bolivian rivers, *74. 

Bolometer, cheap, 187. 
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Boston, H. 0., And Julian, A* A. Mail' 
c»! Mnd, T13. See kino JULIXN, A. A.* 
and Bolton, H. 0. 

Bolton's Catalogue of scientific and tech¬ 
nical periodicals, 92. 

Bombay, deaths from snako-blte in, 147. 

Book notices, minor, 020. 

Borneo, north-eastern, $8H. 

Boss, L. Comet 6, 1883 ( Brooks), 449. 

Boston society of natural history, 618,686; 
Walker prise of, 146; zoological societv, 
810. 

Botanical club, 346. 

Botaniculus. Achenlal hairs of Senoclo, 
287. 

Botany, olementary, 13,106. 

Bottoms, ocean, 41. 

Boulanger, Gh A., catalogue of, 810. 

Boundary-line between Guatemala aqdf 
Mexico, 484. * 

Bove’s n«w expedition, 354. S 

Bowens, 8. in an Indian grave, 106; 
many snakes killed, 136. 

Boyd oounty, Ky., glacial phenomena In, 
654. 

Boyle’s law, apparatus for, ill. 284. 

Braohionus Gleasotill, 468. 

Brachlopoda, ahull-structuru of, 826. 

Brachyura In New England, 5857. 

Brain-weight, IBS. 

Branchial archea and clefts, 403. 

Brass, dissociation of, 17K. 

Brauns, D. The Aloes of Japan, 134. 

Breuilker’s Logarithmic tables, reviewed, 
174. 

BftKWSTEK, W. Hlngular lightning, ill. 
136. 

Briggs's flteara-heatlng, reviewed, 086. 

Brine shrimps, American and European, 

m . 

British association for the advancement of 
science, 477, 602, 604, 629, 549, 562, 593, 
636, 606. 

British Columbia, fisheries of, 342 ; fungi, 
illustrations of, 34(1; Helloes, 525 ; iti- 
stltutlon of raochantcul engineers, 310; 
patent law, 60S. 

Bromides, amraotiiacal, of zinc, 1*. 

Brontosaurus, restoration of, ill. 209, 

Bronze, Invention and spread ^of, 627; 
tempering of, 537. 

Brooks, Margarctte W. Bone fish-hooks, 
ill . 663. 

Brooks, W. K. The phytogeny of the 
higher Crustacea, 790. 

Brooks comet, 460. 

Brown, R, Greenland geology, 630. 

Huildimr-s tones, 481. 

Burnham’s Limestones and marbles, ie- 
vlewed, 203. 

Burriil, T. J., on preparing and mounting 
bacteria, 466. 

Butterflies, sucking apparatus in, 576; 
variations In, 363. 

Butters, American, 291; artificial, 900. 

Cable-cars, 377. 

Cabokla, mounds of, 366. 

Calculus of variations, 250. 

Calibration of galvanometer, ill. 282. 

Cambodia, explorations in, 187. 

Cambrian rocks, 518. 

Cambridge entomological club, 30. 

Campbell, J, The mound-builders iden¬ 
tified, 866. 

Capron, J. R., on auroral experiments in 
Lapland, ill . 819. 

Carbon dioxide, action of, on heat, 5812. 

Carbonic oxide, liquefaction of, 4. 

Carboniferous age, vegetation of, 629. 

Cardlnalls vlrginiahu*, 107. 

Caimart, H, 8. The magnotophone, or 
the modification of the magnetlo field by 
the rotation of a perforated metallic 
disk, 260. t ill. 392. 

Carolina wren, 438. 

Caroline Island, double stars discovered 
at, 66. 

Carp, German. 877. 

Carpenter, F, 0. T. Minnesota weather, 
263. 

Carpenter, L. G. November shower of 
meteor*, 718. x 


Carpenter, W. B., on the germ-theory of 
disease, 666. 

Cartography, Russian, 83. 

Cartridges, compressed, 197. 

Cary* alba, 701. 

Caspian Bea, 80 ; region, railways In, 290. 
Casslterlto, 482. 

Catalogues of physical and mathematical 
works. 342; of stars, errata in, 221. 
Caterpillar, monstrous, ill. 61. 

Oatliulte, 309. 

Catsklll group of Pennsylvania, 827. 
Caucasus, Molluscs of, 1430; petroleum 
in, 307. 

Caverns, Devonshire, 562. 

Cayley, A. Obligations of mathematics 
to philosophy, end to questions of com¬ 
mon life, 477 , 502. 

OeIcBtite, reproduction of, 313. 
OJl-dlvIsion, 190. 

Census, tenth, table of ages of, 209, 

Centro of gravity of masw, do term! nation 
of, ill 283. 

Cereals, copper lu, 143. 

Ceylon, 826. 

<7A, English, 712. 

Challenger reports, 837. 

OnAMitKtiT.iN, T. C.‘ The terminal mo¬ 
raine west of Ohio, 317. 

Chambers, V. T., 263 , 836. 

Clmmplaln valley, 633. 

OUANULER, C. It. Kttlmia, 306. 

Cu andleu, B. C.. Jun. On the possible 
connection of tne Pons-Brooks comet 
with a meteor stream, 683; results of 
tests with the Almocantar in time and 
latitude, 230. 

Oharaay collection, 170, 308. 

Chemical elements, indexing literature of, 
287; problems, 027; reactions, speed of, 
289. 

Chemistry, instruction in, at Harvard uni¬ 
versity, 91; theoretical, 820. 

Chesapeake oyster-beds, ill. 440. 

Cheshire salt districts, 210. 

Chester, A. H., on a new method of dry 
mounting, 406. 

China, meteorology' In, 300; telegraph- 
line in, 18fl. 

Chineh-bug in New Turk, 640, 621. 

Chinese laws and customs, 237 ; not ho¬ 
mogeneous, 379 ; tombs, 283. 

Chitons, organization of, 398. 

Chlorine, hydrates of, 11. 

Chlorophyll, animal, 487. 

Cholera commission, Gorman, 676; epi¬ 
demic, cause of, 297 ; in Egypt, 888; pre¬ 
cautions against, 452. 

Chonetes, 514(1, 326. 

Christie, W. II. M.,on the Greenwich ob¬ 
servatory, 103. 

Chukchi, peninsula, population of, 419. 
Cincinnati glacial dam at, 819, 430; Indus- 
trial exposition, 452; society of natural 
history, 384, 605, 839, 

Clnnoline derivatives, 77. 

Circulation, action of respiratory move- 
rneuU on, 499; in kidneys, 499, 

CJrolana oonnharum, host for, 373. 

Civil engineers, American society of, 76, 
100 . 

Clarkk, J. T,, address of, before archae¬ 
ological institute, 646; report of the 
Asses meeting, 712. 

Class systems, Australian, 69. 

Classification of natural sciences, 279; of 
sciences, 870. 

Olattolk, K. W. A large crustacean 
from the Catsklll group of Pennsylva¬ 
nia, 327; notes on the potato-beetle and 
the Hessian fly for 1883, 837; Rensselae- 
rla and a fossil fish from the Hamilton 
group of Pennsylvania, S27 v , Kenaselac- 
ria from the Hamilton group of Pennsyi- 
vanla, 471; the present condition of the 
box huokleberry, Vaodnium braobyce- 
ruro.in Terry oounty, Penn., 835, 
Cleopatra’s Needle, 1X3. 

Climate, Colorado, 628: in cure of con¬ 
sumption, 426, 4$T, 682; influence of, on 
vegetation. 519. 

Goal flora, Australian, 590 ; volatile 
stltuente of, »»0. 


Co-education of tbe sexes, 1X7. 

Colombia, 54* 

Color-markings of mammals, 104 ; change* 
of lungwort flowers, 319; words, 535* 

Colorado climate, 628. _ 

Colored population of United State*, 876. 
Coloring-matter, animal, 459. 

Columbines, 394. 

Comet b, 1888 (Brooks), 449, 460; of 1882, 
390; orbit of, 280; Pons-Brooks, 868, 
688; elliptic elements of, 664* 

Comet*, spectra of, 203. 

Commercial science, bureau of, 340. 
Complex variable, function* of, 808. 
Concnology, 668. 

Conductivity, unipolar, 130. 

Congress of Americanists, 667. 

Connecticut River, 1X8; water*, oyster 
farming in, 376. 

Consolidation of bulky materials* 831. 
Constant, solar, 44, 49u. 

Consumption, cure of, 426, 467, 682, 

ConUiglsi, study of, 212. 

Continental type, 321- 
Cook, C. S. The use of the spectroscope 
in meteorology, ill. 488. 

Co-operation between government and 
state geological surveys, 314. 

Cork, K. I>. The evidence for evolution 
in the history of the extinct Mammalia, 
272; the structure of the skull in Piclo- 
ntuH mimbilis, a Laramie dinosaurian, 
338; the tritubereulttto type of superior 
molar, and the origin of thequadrituber- 
eulata, 838; two primitive types of Un- 
gtilata, 838. 

Copepoda, fresh-water, 89. 

Copper extraction process, 348; In cere¬ 
al*, 143; mattes, 333; prehistoric, 351; 
production of world, 359; sulphate* of, 
10 . 

Cordlerlte, 558. 

Cormorant, osteology of, 789, 822. 

Corn, 336; butt and tip kernel* of, »0J ; 
composition of, 2U0. 

Cornell university, electrical solenoe at, 
147; mathematical library, special list, 
reviewed, 827. 

Corvidae, 266. 

Corwin, cruise of, 762. 

Cotburnia varlabills, 467. 

Collin, on tbe fall of a balloon, ill. 189. 
Gotten, K. A hearing of bird*’ ear*, ill. 
422, 662, 686. 

Coulter. J. M. Development of a dan¬ 
delion flower, 886; some glacial action 
in Indiana, 6. 

Cox, E, T. Cable-cars for eity passenger 
traffic, 377. 

Crcvaux, death of, lftl; search for, 80, 
222, 486; voyages of, in Guiana, 109, 
Orico-thyroid muscle, function of, 105. 
CnixikKR, F. B. Regulation of electro, 
motive force, 821. 

Chose r, W. 0. Probable occurrence of 
the Taconlan system In Cuba, 740, 

Crows, prehensile feet of, 266. 

Crustacea, phyllopod, 671; phylogeny of, 
790. 

Cryptogams, synonymy of, 494* 

Crystals In bark of tree*, ill. 707, J80. 

Cuba, mines of, 81; Taconlan system in, 
740; wood* of, 780. 

Cobles, rcdl roots of, 168. 

Cu maces, 798, 

Oun6n6, tribes of, 404. 

Curare, 534. 

Current-meter, 390. 

Currents of Pacific Ocean, Ilf. 

Curtoneura stabulans, 697. 

Guflpldltie, 449. 

Cutaneous nerves In mammals, 85, 

Cutts, U. D.,810, 

Cyclones, tit, 689, 6X0,889,701, 799,166. 
Cypella, pollination of, 189* 

Cypress, American swamp, 86. 

Gystoliths, formation of, 35. 

I)all, W, H. First use of wire In eounfl- 
ing, 12. ■ ; 

Damage to delicate substances by packing, , 

681. . t • vi.- 

Dana, J. D. Evidence from soetbsrn 


cou- 
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New England against the Iceberg theory 
of the drift, 300. 
pandelion dower, 336. 

Danish expeditions in Greenland, 150. 
Darwin memorial fund, 341. 

Darwin on Instinct, 732, 

Date-palms, cultivation of, 453. 

Davidson, G., on solar eclipse of Oct. 20, 
2383, 838. 

Dawson, J. W. Glacial deposits, 321; 
rhiosoarpa In the paleozoic period, 320; 
tome unsolved problems in geology, lyO, 
D*ef and dumb, instruction of, 780. 

Deaths from snake-bite, 147. 

Decapods, 793. 

Decomposition of water by metalloids, 

*44. 

Deep-sea explorations, French, 484; re¬ 
search, water-bottles and thermometers 
for, iU. 165. 

Deflective effect of earth’s rotation, 136. 
Deformation of earth's surface, 183. 
Delalaud-Guerlneau prize, 385. 

Delaware, stratified orlft In, **l. 

DeLong records, reviewed, ill. 540. 
Dondrocca aestiva, 302, 

Danmark polar meteorological station, 840. 
Dentine, *84, 

Dentition, laws of, 464. 

Design arguments, 300. 

Deutela scabra, 385. 

Developer, concentrated, 6. 

Devonian formation, paleontology of, 836. 
Devonshire caverns, 562. 

Diaphragm, development of, *33. 

Dickson expedition, 23. 

Dlelonius mlrabills, 338. 

Didy mop lexis, pedicels In, 1*5. 
Differential equation, 410; partial, 441. 
Digestion of moats and milk, 303. 

Digits line, action of, on heart, 530. 
DlU.BR, J. 8. Notes on the geology of 
the Troad,265. 

DnmocK, G. The Arago laboratory at 
Bauyuls, ill. 660. 

Dipterous larvae in man, 097, 494. 
Direction, mechanism of, 654, 022, ill. 656; 

of growth in plants, 6; sense of, 739. 
Disease, germ-theory of, 066; germs of, 
38d« 

Dissociation of brans, 178; of salts, ill. 

288 , 

District of Columbia, lithology of, 553. 
Division, new rule for, 788. 

Dqdqj$, J. It. Enhancement of vaitn^in 
agriculture by reason of non.agricultural 
population, STS. 

Doctsob oopper extraction process, *48. 
Dog, intelligence of. 822, 

Doxjrbab, A. K. The conditions neces¬ 
sary for the sensation of light, 214; the 
static telephone, 285. 

Domes, rotation of, 280. 

Domestication of horses, 180, 

Doim ooal-flold, 794. 

Dorset, J. 0. Marriage laws of the 
Omahas and cognate tribes, iU . 509; 

. Oesge war customs. 338. 

Double stars, list of, 40. 

Dowson’s gas, 445. 

Drainage system of Iowa, 702. 

Drift, loeberg theory of, 390; in Delaware, 

Ml. 

Doolvt, W. B. An abnormal orchid, 
Habenarla bvperborea, <385; origin of 
the flora of the oentrat New York lake 
region, 330. 

Dudley observatory, Albany. N.Y., 449. 
DvoMk, V., on acoustic rotation appara¬ 
tus, fit. 91ft. 

Dyer, 0. B., lift. 


Barth, density of, 175; formations, 307; 

mass Of, increase of, 820. 

Earthquake at New Madrid, Mo., In 1811, 
814; at Ischia, ill. 390. 

Vtetar Island, 818. 

Esotiux, *L R. Internal contacts in 
transits of ths inferior planeti, 289. 
SoMneUa orticulnta, 338.. 


ettpee expedition, French, Ml: of 1882, 
DveoUrfof May «, 1M3, 28t ,iiL 


Eclipses and terrestrial magnetism, 461; of 
Jupiter's satellites, 40,173. 

Economic entomology, 400; In 'England, 
149. ! 

Kddv, 11. T. Kinetic considerations as to 
the nature of the atomic motions which 
probably originate radiations 70, 123; 
radiant heat, 70S; the kinetic theory of 
the specific ho/U of solids, 284, 424, 
Egbert, II. V. Elliptic element^ of cornet 
Funs-Brooks, 054. t 

Eggs, birds’, white of, 338 ; yolkless artl 
ficlul, 333. 1 

Egypt, ancient, flora of, 39, 

Egyptian mechanical methods, 467, 
Electric head-light, 509; light On the Al¬ 
batross, ill. 842, 071, 706; railway, (Ui0; 
stop for steam-engines, 46; tram-car, 
690. 

Electric-lighting, 840; engine for, 107; 

fire risks of, 781; machines, 106, 462. 
Electrical dinners, 254; signals, ill. 823. 
Electricity, atmospheric, 291. * 

Electro-magnets, 10. 

Electrolysis of bismuth solutions, 141. 
Electromotive force, regulation of, 821; 

thermocbernicttl properties of, 177. 
Elliot, H. L. Variations In butterflies, 
353. 

Ellipse, perimeter of, 865, 

Elliptic functions, 548. 

EUls’s North-Atnerlcan fnngi, 855. 
Emblematic mounds, 305, 360. i 
Embrton, J. II. The model of Arehi- 
teuthis at the Fisheries exhibition, 683. 
Kmphulile, 450. 

Endowment of biologieal research, 504. 
Engineers, civil, American society of, 76, 
lOo; mechanical, American society of, 
02, 207. 

Engines, compound, 477; heavy, 309; 
of lake steamers, 139; simple and com¬ 
pound, 384; spherical steam, 544 ; two 
cylinder compound, 543. 

English law, 408; sparrow, trick of, 201. 
Ephlppltds, characters of, 65. 

Epidemic diseases in plants, 334. 

Epidermal glands of caterpillars and Mn 
laebluti, 850; membranes, iigntilcutfon 
of, 183. ** 

Epithelium, pulmonary, 97. 

Equations, algebraical, 409; differential, 
410, 441; elliptic differential, 838; 
linear dlflerentlal, 184: of equilibrium, 
38* ; of third dogree, 44. 

Equilibrium, fuuetion of, 458; equations 
of, 388- 

Eroding power of ice, 320. 

Eskimo stone pyramids, 782, 

Ethnology, 439; of Alaska, 607; of Tim 
nan and Hhan country, 50*; Roumanian, 
133. ^ 

Kuphauriacea, 791, 793. 

Evans, O. W. Radiometers with curved 
vanes, 216. 

Evolution, 859; evidence for, In history of 
extinct Mammalia, 272. 

Experimental method Iri science, 683. 
Explosive, new, 196. 

Explosives, nature of, 007. 

Eye, embryology of, 91. 

Eyelid, human, 36. 

Factory acts, 485, 

Fairy-rings, 16. 

False claims, 13. 

Family registers, 599. 

Fablow, W. 0. Relations of certain 
for inf of algae to disagreeable tastes ami 
odors, 333; the spread of epidemic dis¬ 
eases In plants, 894. 

FAuquHAH, U. Experiments In binary 
arithmetic, 755, 

Fat, absorption of, by Jympb-oalls, 1918; 
origin or, 400, 

Fattened animals, maintenance of, 512. 
Feeding-rations, 145. 

Fell, J. B„ on alpine railways, 635. 

Felspars in rooks, 886. 

Fergunoo’s Parthenon, reviewed, 740. 
Ferryboat, enormout, 418 , 

Fertilisation, insect# w-,3*Oi of Lepto- 
s per mum, 876* 


Fertilizer, sulphuric acid as, 33ft. 
Fertilizers, effect of, on oats, 550; for 
tobacco, 516; nitrogenous, 549. 

Flcaria, sterility of, 568- 
Field-clubs and local societies, 1. 

Figures, symmetrical linear, produced by 
reflection, ill. 36, 

Finley's Tornado studies, reviewed, 403. 
Fire risks of electric lighting, 781. 

Kish commission steamer Albatross, ill. 0, 
66. 

Fish-hooks, bone, ill. 653, 

Fisheries exhibition, international, 129, 
ill. 156, 612; beavers at, 28; mollusks at, 
138, 431; water-bottles and thermome¬ 
ters for deep-sea research at, ill. 155; 
zofilogy at, 18U. 

Fisheries of British Columbia, 342; sal 
- raon, 343. 

Ffrbes of Batstoe River, (68. 

FrsR. A. Climate in the cure of con¬ 
sumption, 420,467. 

Flamsteed, 600, 

Fletcher, Alice C. Observations on the 
laws and privileges of tho gens In Indian 
society, 367; symbolic earth formations, 
307. 

Fletcher, R. Human proportion, 539. 
Fletcher’s Human proportion, reviewed, 
364, 

Flexure corrections of meridian circle, 
230; of broken transit, 1, 

Flora, fossil, of Greenland, 440; of New - 
York lake region, 336. 

Florida, reefs, keys, ami peninsula of, 704. 
Floscularia, 88. 

Flow In rotary pumps, 292. 

Fluorite, crystal*of, (48. 

Finos)lloatea, hardening limestone# with, 
311. 

Flynn's Hydraulic tables, reviewed, 027. 
Fodder, sunflower cake u«, 558. 

Folk-lore In the Panjftb, 859; society, 02. 
Folwell, W. W., address of, before 
American association at Minneapolis, 
227. 

Forbes, 8. A., on diseased caterpillars, 483. 
Forest-trees of Arkansas, 342. 

Forestry congress, American, 117; science 
of, 098. 

Fossil flora of Greenland, 440. 

Foye's Chemical problems, reviewed, 027. 
Frazer, V. Lewis’s Geology of Phila¬ 
delphia, 268, 54th 

French association for the advancement of 
science, 389; eclipse expedition, 691; 
geographical explorations, 566; law, 
408. 

Fribbik, K. Orbit of the great comet of 
18K2, 280. 

Fritts, (I. E. New form of selenium 
cell, with some remarkable electrical 
discoveries made by Its use, 283. 

Frog, bird-eating, 148; palate of, nerves of, 

68 . 

Frost, effect of, on fire-plug casings, 4J.1. * 

Fruit-Insects, 174. 

Fiichslan functions, 506. 

Fulminating compound, 198. 

Functions, elliptic, 54*; real, 8*9; theory 
of, 41. 

Fundamental catalogue of the Berliner 
jukrbuch , 411. 

Fungi, British, 846; Iowa, **; North 
American, *55; Ohio, *4, 495. 
Fungorum, Syllogo. 845. 

Fuze, time, for artillery, 9. 

Gaoe, S. II. Pharyngeal respiration in the 
soft-shelled turtle, Aspldoneetes splutter, 
338. Bee also Wilder, B. G, r and Gage, 

8. H. 

Gaos, S. H., on cataloguing, labelling, and 
storing microscopical preparations, 464. 
Oaltbis, 194. 

Galicia, petroleum from, 510. 

Gal11nao. stomal processes In, 923. 

Gallon's Human faculty, reviewed, 79; p 
posed family registers, 599. 

Galvanometer, calibration of, ill. 282 
Gomes, Japanese, 366. 

Gamma-di chlordlbromproplonlo 
qa-diohlorbromacrylls acids,. 
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Oases evolved during conversion of grass 
into hay, 100. 

G»ddings, W, H. Climate In the cure of 
consumption, 682. 

Gelkte'* Geology, reviewed, 823. 

Gelatine film, 135, 

Genital armature of Lepldoptura, 30. 

Gens in Indian society, 367. 

Geodetic association, international, of 
Europe, 056; report of committee of, 
604. 

Geographic control of marine sediments, 
ill. 660; explorations, French, 606; 
names, 28. 

Geologic age of Atlantic Ocean, 666' 
changes In Alaska, 666, 294 ; commis¬ 
sion of Hpaln, 148; formations, syn- 
chronlsm of, 730, ill. 704, 302; map of 
Spain, 20; subjects, reports of commit¬ 
tees on, of American association, 314, 

Geologist*, International congress of. "U. 

Geology, 823; of Belgium, 14; of Cfvcen- 
land, 539; of Pennsylvania, 40; of Phil¬ 
adelphia, 269, 402,* 640, 662; of the 
Troftd, 256; unsolved problems in, 190. 

Gephyreans, anatomy of, 03, 

Germ-layers of rodents, 101. 

Germ-theory of disease, 066. 

German survey of northern heavens, 229. 

Germicide value of therapeutic agents, 
483. 


Germs of disease. 386. 

Geyser comparisons, 101. 

Gibraltar land-shells, 370. 

Gilbert, U. K. Drainage system and 
loess distribution of eastern Iowa, 762; 
pre-Bonnovlllo climate, 170, 

Glacial action In Indiana, 6; age, lee in, 
430; boundary between New Jersey and 
Illinois, 316; canons, 316; clays at Alton, 
111., 327; dam at Cincinnati, 319; de¬ 
posits, 321; epoch In Minnesota, 819; 
man, evidences of, 437; man In Minne¬ 
sota, 369; period, Connecticut River In, 
118; phenomena in Boyd county, 664. 

Glaciation of North America, 316. 

Glands, epidermal, of caterpillars, 350. 

G hi tarn In in boet-Juicc, 517. 

Glycerine, reconversion of nltro-glycerlne 
into, 21K. 

GmiwiN-AvsTEN, H, H. The Himalayas, 
693. 

Gold in limestone, 5470. 

Goode, G. B. The international tlsheries 
exhibition, 129, Ul. 612, 

Gotischc’s Pebbles of Beltieswlg-Holstein, 
reviewed, 443. 

Gould, B. A., 461, 666, 

Government as a publishing-house, 31. 

Grain, damage to, by wetting, 181. 

Granites, Minnesota and New Eugland, 
824. 

Oran ton quarry, 413. 

Grants for scientific purposes In Kngland, 
649. 

Grape-mould, oospores of, 503. 

Grasses, protogyny of, 220. 

Gravitation, influence of, upon growth in 
plants, 5. 

Gravity and cell-division, 190. 

Gray, K. The static telephone, 286. 

Great Basin, field-work or division of, 633. 

Greely relief expedition, ill. 412. 

Green's Eureka, reviewed, 109. 

Greenland, colonisation of,20; Danish ex- 
■seditions in, 150; exploration of, 451; 
fossil flora of, 440; geology, 639; Granh * 
Investigations In, 4542 ; Inland Ice of, III. 
732. 

Greenwich observatory, 103. 

Growth In plants, ft; influence of Atmos¬ 
pheric pressure on, 188. 

Guano, aves* 548. 

Guatemala, explorations in, 202. 

Guiana, voyages Ju, 152. 

Guilds, history of, 409. 
l ulnea, Portuguese, 062. 
df Stream, explorations In region of, 
0 * 8 . 

Car-wUh hexagonal section of bore, 696. 
at, v 

Carp, Gh Letters In a surface Him. 809, 
Cabpxnt, gun-spot obeervatlons, 73. ( 


Ilabimarla byperborea, 886. 

Haeckel's!Ceylon, reviewed, 826. 
Haemoglobin in blood of Bran chi opoda, 
28. 1 
Hafgygia, 21. 

Hale, H. The Iroquois Institutions and 
languagb, 496. 

Halo’s Iroquois book of rites, reviewed, 
270. 


Hal)to, 555. 

Hall, K. t U. Auroral experiment* In 
upland, ill . 819. 

Hall, I. H., on the Arabic translation of 
the Bible, 661; on the temple to Zeus 
Labranloa in Cyprus, 661. 

Hall, J. Preliminary note on the micro¬ 
scopic shell-structure of thu paleozoic 
Brachiopoda, 825. 

Hai.bted, B. J). A combination walnut, 
ill. 761; notes on sassafras-leaves, ill. 
49); a strange*sassafras-leaf, ill. 684. 

Hamilton group of Pennsylvania, 327, 
399. c 

Hamlin, F. W., on microscopical examina 
tion of seminal stains on cloth, 465. 

Hardness in water, estimation of, 142. 

Harrington’s IJfa of Bir W. K. Logan, 
reviewed, 573. 

Harrlssc on early American cartography, 
115. 


Hart, C. I*. Conscious automatism, 339. 

Hart, B. Natural snowballs or suow- 
rullers, 286. 

Harvard university, instruction in chemis¬ 
try, 91; Lawrence scientific school, 342. 

Hastings, C, B. Bee Holden, E. 8., uml 
Hastings, C. 8. 

Hausmannite, artiHcial, 13. 

Hawaii, rainfall at, 252. 

Hay, conversion of grass into, 109. 

Haynes, H. W. Alnwick castle antiqui 
tics, 136. 

Heart, development of, 579; and alcohols, 
90; beat, influence of pressure on, 210; 
systole and diastole of, 584. 

Heat-dissipation, 581. 

Heating by exhaust .steam, 140. 

Heavens, northern, survey of, 229. 

Heor, Oswald, 660; portrait, 683- 

Haer’s Fossil flora or Greenland, reviewed. 
440. 

Heilprin, A. Synchronism of geological 
formations, Ul. 794. 

Heilprin, Angelo, 681. 

Helices, British, 525. 

Iloliostnt, new, UL 286, 

Hell’s observations of transit of Venus in 
1769, 219. 

Henderson gu*-furnaoe, 80. 

Hendricks, J. E. Deflective effect of the 
earth’s rotation, 136. 

HBnNDON, C. G. Specific gravities of 
son-water determined on the Albatross, 
618. 

Herrick, F. H. A reckless flier, 222; 
prulrie warbler In New Hampshire, 309; 
trick of the English sparrow, 201. 

Herrick's Tj pes of animal life, reviewed, 


Herschci on star-gauges, 117. 

Hertwig, ()., on the origin of the meso¬ 
derm, ill. 817. 

Hessian fly, 337. 

Hicks, Henry. St. David’s rocks and 
universal law, ill. 167. 

Hicks's Critique of design arguments, re 
viewed ,809. 

Hilgabd, E. W, The practical value of 
soil-analysis, 486, 

Himalayas, 693. 

Hinds, J, I. D. Bence oLdirection, 789. 

Hinrichs, G. Remark stBii the tracings 
of self-registering Instruments, and the 
value of the signal-service indications 
for Iowa, in June and July, 1883, 286. 

Hlrudiuca, nervous system of, 456. . 

Histology of insects, 430; systematic, 88. 

Hitchcock, C. H. The early history of 
the North-American continent, 298. 
Hitchcock, R. Water -bottles and tber- 
moraeters for deep-sea research at the 
international £*b©rie# exhibition, UL 
166. 


Hoangnan, 764. 

Hue-shaped implement, 179. 

Hock, P. P. C., on oyster-culture in Hol¬ 
land, 79. 

Hogs, species of, 392. 

Holbrook, M. L., on the termination of 
the nerves In the kidneys, 466, 

Holden, E. 8. A system of local warn¬ 
ings against tornadoes, 621; Bremlkeris 
Logarithmic tables, 174; errata In cata¬ 
logues ol stars, 221; the fundamental 
catalogue of the Herlinerjah rbuch, 711; 
thu search for Crevaux, 222; the. total 
solar eclipse of May 6, 1883, 237. 

Holden, K. B., and Hastings, 0. S. 
List of new double stars discovered at 
Caroline Island, 66. 

Holder, *L B. The right whole of the 
North Atlantic, 132,266. 

Holland, oyster-culture in, 79; zoological 
station, ill. 618. 

Honigmnn’s locomotive, 474. 

Hop-vino borer, 159. 

Hopkins, K. W., on Manu, 661. 

Horn, G. H. John Lawrence LeConte, 
portrait , 783. 

Horse, domestication of, 130; Indiana 
ami, 72. 

Hough, F. B. The methods of statistics, 
371. 

Hough, G. W. Physical phenomena on 
the planet Jupiter, 240; Tbe rotation of 
domes, 260. 

Hovky, IL 0. Oyster farming In Con¬ 
necticut waters, 376. 

Howland, E. P. The Application of ni¬ 
trous oxide and air to produce anaesthe¬ 
sia; with clinics on animals in an experi¬ 
mental air-chumber, 388. 

Hoy, P. It. The tornado at Racine, May 
18,1883, 281. 

Hull on the geological age of the North 
Atlantic Ocean, 666. 

Human faculty, 79; proportion, 364, 689. 

HumblebeeM vs. Held-mice, 470. 

Humboldt fund of Berlin academy of sci¬ 
ence*, 180. 

Humerus, perforated, 388. 

Humming-birds, flight of, 486. 

Hunt, T. 8. A classification of the nat¬ 
ural sciences, 279; false claims, 18; tbe 
pru-Cnmbrinn rocks of the Alps, 822; 
the pre-Uambrlan rooks of Wales, 408; 
the serpentine of Btaten Island, New 
York, 323. 

Huntington’s logarithm tables, 29. 

Hnnyaai Janos water, 764. 

Huranbee, laterite from, 337. 

Hurricanes, August, 636. 

Hybrid between gay til and zebu, 101. 

Hydrates of chlorine, tl* 

Hydraulic tables, 627. 

Hydrography of Siberian Boa, 420# 

Hydrofd polyp, new, 20. 

Hydroklnone, 208. 

Hygrometer studios, 391. 

Hymenuptern, 157. 

Hyperelfiptic functions, 814; integrals, 
471. 

Hypertrichosis, 500. 


Ice age, Minnesota valley In, 818; dam at 
Cincinnati, 486; eroding power of, 88Q; 
of Greenland, ilt 732; thickness of, tit 
glacial times, 686# 

Iceberg theory of the drift, evidence 
against, 890. 

Icelanders, calendars of, 782. 

Icterus Baltimore, 302. 

Idaho, fauna of, 00. 

ldens of motion, 718. 

Igloo of Innult, Ul. 182, 216, 260,304, Ul. 

Iguonodons, fossil, 461. 

Illinois birds, 882; state laboratory of 
natural history, 488,698. 

Illumination, darktilald, of tine* on git**, 
240. 

llyanawm obsolete, bifurcate tentacle in, 
622. 

Implements, natural history of, 43. 

Impregnation of ovum. 588. 

India, archeology In, W. 






